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INTRODUCTION. 

Ratioral  Mind,  pure  and  innocent  to  its  ayailable  capacity,  gift  of  Deity,  is  the 
subject  of  analysis  for  the  world's  exaltation ;  not  the  perversion  of  man ;  not  the 
ignorant  tyrant  and  corrupt  engine  of  government,  oppressor  of  the  people ;  nor  the 
rabid  evil  genius  of  society,  that  riots  in  exploded  customs  and  obsolete  dogmas,  the 
poor  depemlent  on  the  bigoted  opinions  of  the  hour  and  brief  authority. 

But  the  independent  assertor  of  inunortal  principles,  and  soundest  practical  philoso- 
phy of  every-day  life,  acting  with  progressive  improvement  in  the  best  lights  before  it, 
aught  by  the  highest  dictates  of  enlightened  reason  and  liberal  justice,  and  ever  sub- 
ject in  its  minutest  errors,  to  the  correction  of  truth's  faithful  representative,  time,  in 
Its  wisest  tuition  :  that  seeks  to  be  wise  in  this  world  and  to-day,  that  it  may  be  wiser 
in  the  Universe  and  the  future  to  come. 

The  Universe,  the  magnificent  result  of  cause  and  eiTect,  with  its  conservative  prin- 
ciples declares  the  supreme  character  and  name  of  its  Author,  in  the  great  first  cause, 
whose  almighty  attributes  are  centred  in  unity  and  perfection.  The  Creation  presents 
past,  present,  and  future  theatre,  for  best  fruition  of  intellectual  and  rational  created 
beings. 

The  soul  of  the  Universe  and  centre  of  universal  sympathies  is  God,  the  preserver 
u  creator,  the  ruler  as  organizer. 

The  analvst  is  Mind,  moral  free  agent  under  the  wise  limits  of  universal  conserva- 
tire  principles.  The  correct  and  immutable  decisions  of  a  sound  rational  mind  of  pro- 
per calibre  and  quality  in  a  sound  and  healthful  body,  rest  on  conunon  and  proper  sense, 
tnth,  honesty,  justice,  and  science  ;  principles,  the  essence  and  standard  of  which  are 
reason,  and  their  test  is  experience  introductory  to  the  highest  earthly  tribunal,  an  en- 
iigiitened  public  opinion  of  a  world-conununity,  wise  in  conscientious  reason,  and  just 
in  tmth  and  yirtue. 


ANALYSIS  OF  MIND— ITS  FUNCTIONS. 

Amoro  the  invaluable  gifts  of  the  Universe,  subject  to  the  best  appreciation  and 
^joyment  of  God's  noblest  creation,  man,  brilliant  as  the  light  of  the  suns  reflecting 
their  elementary  greatness  and  superiority  in  their  solar  systems,  inviting  as  the  planets 
with  afl  their  richest  treasures  and  gorgeous  splendors,  honored  with  satellites  and 
encircled  by  ataiospheres,  embracing  all  their  wonderful  elements  and  philosophical 
^eQcies  united  in  mighty  concentric  revolutions,  in  connection  with  all  the  systems  of 
^iheres  around  the  holy  centre,  still  above  all  is  Mind  inestimable  in  value,  ^at  takes 
cognizance  of  universal  reUtions  and  results,  itself  emanation  and  inspiration  of  the 
*^oin«me. 

Mind  uoilyEes  the  facts  of  creation,  and  introduces  itself  into  the  appreciation 
of  the  first  great  cause,  Creator  of  all,  of  the  Universe  through  the  sublime  tuition 
^  cause  and  effect.    Mind  is  the  only  key  to  the  analysis  of  man's  nature  and  destiny, 
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2  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORAIA 

and  above  all  others  that  of  its  functions  and  of  itself  in  the  attainment  of  self,  the 
greatest  knowledge,  an  element  of  its  unlimited  powers  only  defined  in  the  circle  of  tlie 
Universe. 

Mind  is  the  telegraph  of  Deity,  to  the  Universe  and  eternity. 

Mind  is  the  best  agent  to  secure  immortality. 

Without  Mind  man  approaches  the  animal. 

With  Mind  man  approaches  his  God. 

With  Mind  man  reaches  reason,  an  independent  monitor,  and  entertains  in  its  sublim- 
est  state  an  enlightened  conscience,  Mind^s  trusty  guardian,  God^s  best  inspiration. 

Without  Mind  man  loses  reason,  degrades  and  brutalizes  himself  and  becomes 
nothing,  forgetful  of  his  Creator  and  his  highest,  best,  social  duties  and  relations  to 
mankind  in  general. 

With  Mind  man  governs  himself  and  enjoys  creation. 

Without  Mind  man  becomes  the  sport  instead  of  the  master  of  the  elements,  and  the 
greatest  wreck  of  the  creation. 

With  Mind  man  does  his  duty,  and  reaches  his  dignity  and  reward,  his  highest  self- 
respect  and  the  best  earnest  for  mmiortal  fruition. 

Without  Mind  man  prostrates  himself  to  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  creates  his  own 
penalty  from  violation  of  universal  conservative  principles  that  vindicate  themselves, 
and  exact  evil,  the  negative  of  good. 

With  Mind  man  masters  time  and  soars  to  immortality  and  eternity. 

The  powers  of  Mind,  the  unsullied  emanations  of  Deity  are  equal,  if  attaining  its 
inherent  virtues  for  its  own  rational  conservation. 

Mind  increases  in  mental  and  moral  endowments  according  to  the  appropriate  culti- 
vation and  its  richness  of  innate  qualities,  to  the  best  exaltation  and  purity  of  con- 
science. 

Man's  moral  free  agency,  or  ^proper  action  of  Mind  accountable  and  responsible  to 
attain  its  best  purity,  cannot  be  mistaken  by  Reason. 

The  qualities  of  mind  made  available  if  directed  aright  by  the  best  cultivation,  that 
declares  the  best  lights  of  the  world  liberalized  above  all  grovelling  notions  that  cannot 
respect  Reason,  best  exliibit  the  dignity  of  man's  character  and  worth. 

A  pure  mind  must  be  filled  with  good,  to  avoid  its  necessary  negative,  evil. 

Mind  innocent  and  pure,  is  the  unadulterated  greatest  gift  of  Deity ;  its  negative 
state  is  that  of  evil,  to  be  avoided  on  the  principles  of  highest  safety. 

Mind  constitutes  the  chief  of  the  living  scriptures  of  an  Immortal  Deity,  alone 
guarding  in  its  purity  its  sacred  temple  from  injury. 

Mind  has  to  work  out  its  good,  as  self  and  free  agent,  without  which  position  there 
could  be  no  merit. 

Who  can  do  justice  to  this  noble  jewel  gift  and  diamond  attribute,  above  all  price  ? 

To  rational  Mind,  correct  rational  education  and  cultivation's  pure  light,  are  every- 
thing for  its  good,  the  only  means  for  best  appreciation  of  itself. 

The  operations  of  Mind  are  forever  constant  for  good  or  evil,  and  should  be  furnished 
with  the  select  treasure  of  proper  materials. 

The  analysis  of  Mind  discovers  our  errors,  and  secures  the  avoidance  of  their  penal- 
ties in  general,  best  on  conservative  principles. 

Mind's  best  and  satisfactory  gifts  mature  on  the  attainment  of  general  principles. 

The  brighter  the  light  of  Mind  obedient  to  conscience,  the  more  rational  its  enjoy- 
ment, and  the  brighter  its  reward. 

The  God  of  Creation  has  wisely  given  to  Mind  conservative  principles,  that  are  uni- 
versally to  be  respected,  for  safety  in  physics,  ethics,  and  all  science. 

Any  other  doctrines  rest  on  no  foundations  and  are  demoralizing. 

Mind  can  never  yield  reason  to  tradition,  unless  infatuated  or  unprincipled,  misled  or 
misleading  by  the  wiles  of  sophistry  and  bigotry. 

Any  doctrine  that  requires  or  admits  the  least  sophistry,  that  is  a' counterfeit  of  hon- 
estry  to  defend  it,  is  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  Mind  in  even  an  enlightened  commu- 
nity ;  is  demoralizing  and  an  imposition,  a  false  pretence,  unworthy  of  the  respect  of 
Mind  and  Reason,  of  rational  religion. 

The  whole  truth  cannot  be  recognised  except  through  Reason,  Mind's  constant  and 
sure  guide. 

Ta^e  Reason,  the  patron,  away,  and  Mind  is  lost  in  a  fathomless  abyss,  without 
oomrass  or  chart. 

Will  the  people  whose  free  mind  should  elicit  pure  light,  being  entitled  to  a  proper 
position  in  rational  religion,  submit  to  the  trespasses  of  ignoble  sophistry  on  their  senses, 
and  the  outrages  of  bigotry  on  their  rights,  because  the  theme  is  Theology  ?  Every 
rational  mind  is  held  in  abeyance,  to  the  true  wisdom  of  pure  religion. 
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AjtoNo  the  nK»t  sublime  and  raa^^nificent  subjects  of  the  UniveiBe  is  Religion,  that 
properly  refers  rational  Mind  in  all  its  duties  to  God  and  in  all  its  social  relations  to 
man,  productive  of  universal  religion  of  principles  and  brotherhood. 

Who  can  analyse  this  mighty  subject  ? 

\Mio  has  ever  analyzed  it  rightly  % 

All  rational  and  honest  beings  are  vitally  interested  in  Rational,  the  only  True  Reli- 
gion, that  causes  the  creature  to  appreciate  vidth  the  highest  adoration,  the  Creator  of 
the  Universe. 

The  highest-toned  attributes  of  Mind,  embracing  in  their  amplest  comprehension, 
morals,  philanthropy  and  universal  humanity,  invoke  the  indispensable  highest  tribute, 
intellectual  and  religious  of  this  world,  to  the  proper  investigation  of  this  its  most  im» 
portant  theme. 

This  Tttal  subject  is  addressed  to  all  rational,  particularly  the  most  cultivated  minds^ 
the  more  religioue  as  their  civilisation  is  more  refined  before  the  highest  earthly  tribu- 
nal of  Reason  and  Truth. 

Faith  under  such  auspices,  secures  the  right  code  of  True  Religion,  that  rests  in  the 
Bible  of  Rational  Mind,  that  necessarily  excludes  all  Bibles  of  Tradition  of  all  preten- 
eiom. 

Correct  analysis  of  the  rightful  functions  of  the  supreme  gift  of  the  Supreme  Power, 
Mind  rightly  cultivated,  shows  wisdom  the  most  rational  fund  for  Religion  in  rational 
existence,  to  bless  the  highest  rationality,  the  immortal  soul. 

Are  intellectual  freemen,  the  highest  state  of  mortal  existence  in  refined  civilization, 
&fnid  to  mvestigate  this  loftiest  subject,  because  bigots,  the  slaves  of  slaves,  pro- 
claim their  djrnasty  ? 

Will  freemen  never  avow  rightful  professional  universal  views  of  True  Religion,  be- 
cause of  the  dynasty  of  the  false,  but  another  edition  of  superstition  ? 

Will  they  elude  the  very  means  of  true  wisdom  through  rightful  investigation  ? 

The  God  of  Nature  and  the  Universe  has  endowed  his  rational  creation  with  reli- 
gious as  well  as  physical  conservation,  vindicating  his  glorious  principles. 

Can  the  Mind  of  Truth  in  good  faith  avoid  any  longer  its  investigation,  because 
comipt  dynasties  have  sought  to  alienate  Mind^s  rights,  and  bury  truth  under  the  false 
pretences  of  conceited  and  presumptuous  faith  ? 

Faith  rises  the  more  exalted  as  Truth  justifies,  and  Reason  confirms  it. 

All  minds  good  and  true  looking  to  their  duty,  to  human  nature  so  fallible  under  the 
wiles  of  soplustry  and  the  curses  of  fanaticism  and  bigotry,  to  the  best  interests  of  a 
vorld-wide  subject  that  interests  the  afibctions  of  all  minds  for  their  best  safety,  for  the 
nh?iirity  of  all  salutary  institutions,  should  raise  at  least  modest  protests  to  stay  some 
of  the  errors  of  the  day,  too  prevalent  for  silence  and  acquiescence. 

It  is  to  be  deplored,  that  so  many  of  the  supposed  authority 'minds  engaged  in  poli- 
tics, the  press,  peculiar  faith,  and  the  professions,  are  afraid  to  say  their  soul  is  God^s 
aione^  but  as  mere  caterers  to  pre-existent  customs,  no  matter  of  what  calibre  and  qual- 
itr,  continue  pretences  the  seed  of  future  evil,  when  the  light  of  the  age.  Reason  and 
Mind,  require  so  many  fundamental  changes. 

The  right  doctrine  is  no  creed  fund,  no  manufactured  discipline,  no  inquisitorial 
dogmas,  but  ^at  which  meets  the  demand  of  Mind  upon  the  proper  Faith  of  Reason, 
founded  in  the  very  character  and  essence  of  creation. 

None  otheir  can  be  more  essential  or  ancient,  as  it  refers  to  the  first  origin  and  origi- 
nator of  all :  hence,  all  other  creeds  are  antagonistic  and  subordinate  to  extinction,  as 
nune  of  them  reaches  the  correct  position  of  the  supreme,  nor  purely  consecrates  with 
faithful  and  intellectual  reverence,  his  most  characteristic  attributes. 

Man^s  nature  demands  religion  that  only  comes  truly  and  rightly  through  the  wisdom 
and  purity  of  mind,  and  mind  must  look  to  itself  for  truth. 

All  wise  men  confide  from  the  satisfactory  evidences  of  their  senses,  that  were  given 
them  to  lead  to  all  correct  conclusions  and  the  proper  reflections  thereon  by  mind,  that 
Has  the  unbounded  theatre  of  the  Universe  to  read  and  analyze  in  a  Creator  and  his 
conservative  attributes,  and  firm  in  this  knowledge,  they  dare  not  contravene  them  as 
doe  in  full  to  the  first  great  cause  originating  all  such. 

Rational  religion  acts  then  in  all  sincerity  of  conviction  with  all  conscience,  and  is 
too  purs  for  mortals  to  assail. 

S«  enlightened  is  public  mind  in  this  free  and  intelligent  Union,  that  if  we  virere  now 
to  snbmit  to  its  test,  it  is  rational  to  believe  that  the  majority  would  decide  that  all 
rehgioos  ^tha  short  of  rational  religion  are  wrong. 
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An  enlightened  conscience  affirms  them  wrong,  in  principle  and  profession. 

But  many  systems  may  be  built  up  on  various  materials,  the  main  question  especially 
in  religion  is,  which  is  the  right  one,  for  there  can  be  only  one  right  ?  Rational  mind 
positiTely,  without  the  least  risk  of  mistake,  declares  that,  rational  religion.  Now,  Mind 
has  that  to  investigate. 

Can  it  be  credited  that  priestcraft  has  imposed  so  much  superstition  on  the  human 
mind  not  liberalized  by  education,  that  people  are  actually  afnid  in  their  stupid  igno- 
rance, to  institute  any  comprehensive  investigation  ? 

All  such  minds  are  slaves  of  priests  and  superstition,  esnecially,  if  they  oppose  to 
this  very  investigation  the  names  of  infidelity,  skepticism,  and  free  thinking. 

Religion  is  a  conscientious  serving  and  duty  to  the  Almighty  in  appropriate  manner, 
for  the  certain  safety  of  mind  on  earth,  and  the  soul's  security  thereafter. 

Without  rational  religion  the  mind  overlooks  its  obligations,  and  the  particulars  of 
those  obligations,  and  the  noblest  of  all  the  object  of  all  duty. 

Without  rational  religion  the  mind  loosely  conceives  of  duties,  but  fulfils  no  direct 
obligations. 

lUtional  religion  then  is,  the  rational  binding  of  rational  minds  to  the  Almighty 
Being,  for  all  rational  duties  during  its  consciousness. 

The  reward  is  the  amount  of  life's  benefits  and  sour^  happiness. 

The  induction  to  the  true  belief  of  principles  of  paramount  value,  regards  the  Im- 
mortal Being,  Author,  Creator  and  Preserver,  Almighty.  The  unity  of  these  princi- 
ples produces  necessauily,  unitj  indivisible  and  incommunicable  to  others,  as  divi- 
sion implies  an  equivalent  imbecility.  One  Being  who  does  everything  by  his  own 
inherent  attributes  supreme  and  independent,  cannot  by  reason  of  those  attributes  divest 
himself  of  them. 

All  good  citizens  are  bound  to  uphold  the  proper  institutions  of  the  world,  in  their 
relations  to  their  and  others  interest. 

Then  they  must  think  wisely  and  essay  to  counteract  those  rabid  self-interest  seek- 
ers, who  act  all  the  time  as  if  nature  required  a  midwife,  and  that  all  the  departments 
could  be  supplied  by  their  important  pretensions. 

They  just  reverse  Nature's  acts  and  God's  decrees,  interrupting  the  beauty  and 
strength  in  impeding  the  most  substantial  blessings  and  most  legitimate  capital,  the 
inherent  capacities  of  liberalized  mind. 

They  must  be  reminded  to  make  no  trade  or  speculation  of  religious  professions. 

This  is  a  sacred  gifl,  so  intended  to  all  men  that  have  rational  mmd  as  an  innate^, 
quality  distinguishing  it  from  that  of  the  brutes,  to  be  used  rightfully  according  to  its 
endowing  faculties,  distinguishing  grade  of  talents,  that  must  never  be  perverted  for 
any  sinister  purpose. 

THE  BIBLE  OF  RATIONAL  MIND. 

I  stand  committed  in  pledge,  to  a  proper  amount,  for  the  correctness  of  the  principles 
of  the  Bible  of  rational  mind,  through  the  blessing  of  rational  religion.  Our  proper 
position  will  be  thus  defined : — Finding  that  there  is  no  peculiar  rational  inspiration,  it 
becomes  mind  most  nurtured  in  culture  to  rear  the  best  fabric  of  a  moral  and  religious 
code.  As  to  the  people  not  being  able  to  appreciate  things  aright,  that  is  a  great 
mistake.  In  popular  constitutional  government,  we  see  that,  as  constituents,  they  are 
competent  to  teach  their  representatives,  and  rebuke  them  for  their  delinquency.  They 
4»innot  know  the  world-facts  too  soon.  It  is  because  they  have  been  taught  by  peculiar 
education,  the  perversions  of  mind  to  aid  the  cause  of*^  their  false  teachers,  that  the 
world  has  suffered  so  much  and  long.  With  the  Peace  Convention,  the  pacificators  of 
the  world  cannot  establish  peace  without  principles ;  with  them,  they  can  procure  peace 
without  the  convention. 

This  bible  calls  for  science,  knowledge,  and  wisdom,  the  best  appreciation  and  use  of 
principles.  The  present  time  uses  as  agents,  or  servants,  the  gods  of  tlie  anciento,  as 
lightning,  and  surely  should  define  their  peculiar  bible  to  be  effete. 

This  bible  aids  to  break  up  the  odious  monopoly  of  evil  customs  and  habito  that  do 
not  seek  what  is  right,  but  what  is  popular. 

What  is  really  sacred  history,  is  that  which  pertains  to  the  pure  rights  of  God,  who 
has  written  and  endorsed  all  his  own  writings  in  the  universe,  by  his  supreme  self- 
evidence. 

The  bible  of  mind  only  elicits  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  and  his  supreme  cha- 
racteristics, displayed  by  his  unmistakeable  and  undeniable  word,  cause,  and  effect, — 
that  introduce  rational  mind  through  the  principles  of  causation, — ^that  reflects  the  whole 
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?^w,  nodnDg  in  the  niuTerse  besidea  gives  these  facts,  that  are  fixed  and  immntable. 
No  peculiar  book  of  man,  of  Jews  or  any  other,  can  do  it. 

It  may  be  pretended  that  the  world,  mankind,  would  only  get  the  idea  of  God  out  of 
their  Jew  bible,  which  is  the  most  absurd  of  all  fallacies.  Various  nations,  as  a  part  of 
the  Egyptians,  Persians,  had  just  as  good  an  idea.  The  knowledge  of  deity  among  all 
the  ancients,  Jews  and  all,  was  most  clearly  imperfect,  and  reflected  ^eir  limited 
knowledge. 

The  statement  of  Josephus,  of  Aristeos,  to  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  that  the  Egyptians 
worshipped  the  same  God  as  the  Jews,  who  "  paid  a  peculiarly  exceUent  worship  to 
him,"  cuts  down  all  pretences  of  the  pnestocracy.  The  bible  proves  who  was  their 
peculiar  God,  and  all  that  assert  the  claims  of  the  Jews  to  a  pure  view  of  the  God  of 
4he  universe,  compromise  truth,  honesty,  and  intelligence. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  proclaims  that  you  can  be  nothing  without  monotheism. 

I  am  gratified  that  I  have  adequately  and  most  satisfactorily  investigated  for  myself 
Che  sobject  of  religion,  and  that  monotheism  presents  the  only  position  that  will  secure 
rational  religion.  It  is  essential  for  all  mankind  to  know,  that  religion  must  hold  all 
peculiar  faidb  in  oerieet  abeyance,  which  proves  at  once  the  whole  position  of  mono- 
theism, or  rational  religion.  Let  these  be  on  one  side,  and  the  brightest  of  peculiar 
faith  on  the  other. 

Would  you  go  to  Markka  last  chapter  to  wind  up  all  the  Christian  believers  at  one 
moment,  or  would  you  soar  to  God's  Word  to  peach  the  facts  of  sublimest  action  ?  It 
is  even  so ;  you  eo  to  Mark  or  to  God's  works.     What  a  difference. 

By  God^a  Word  you  rule  out  Mark  and  all  the  tribe  of  impostors  of  spiritual  knock- 
ings.  God'a  facta  are  omnipotent.  If  you  went  to  Mark  you  would  be  none  the  wiser, 
but  be  the  subject  of  imposition,  ignorance,  prejudice,  bigotry,  and  superstition,  a 
world's  age ;  whereas,  if  you  went  to  cause  and  effect,  you  would  defeat  the  whole 
humbug,  without  getting  out  of  your  seat.  Now,  what  else  but  a  participation  in  such 
crimes  can  you  plead,  who  adopt  such  a  felon  as  Mark  ?  As  good  citizens  you  are 
bound  io  renounce  all  such  at  once,  now  and  for  ever. 

You  bible  advocates  may  feel  ashamed  after  your  Wesleys  and  your  Foxes  are 
exposed  ;  but  you  still  persist  in  the  participation  of  the  foundation  that  is  ever  creating 
oich  vile  impositions. 

Agitation  of  the  woild  by  such  a  base,  is  horrible  indeed.  You  have  asked  us  to  read 
four  Nble,  and  I  candidly  tell  you  the  result. 

The  powers  of  ratiocination  elicit  the  world-wide  faculties  to  perceive  that  the 
standaxd  of  perfect,  correct,  legitimate,  exact,  sublime  taste  is  religion,  that  points  to 
the  highest  enjoyments  of  the  universe,  and  the  best  appreciation  of  its  God.  As  to 
peculiar  &ith,  she  is  a  murderess,  tainted  with  high  treason  to  mind  and  God,  debauched 
in  all  ihe  prostitution  of  priestocracy. 

The  bible  of  mind  proves  conclusively  that  all  bibles  are  mere  books,  till  proved 
bibles,  otherwise  they  are  base,  ignominious  counterfeits. 

llie  bible  of  rational  mind  gives  oa  the  highest  reverence  for  Deity,  far  surpassing 
all  that  Polytheists,  including  Trinitarians,  can  possibly  have  with  their  peculiar  muti- 
lated gods. 

The  world  is  a  mutual  insurance  company,  that  bespeaks  the  holiest  puiposes  to  be 
carried  out  on  religions  and  social  principles.  Exalt  yourselves,  people  of  the  world, 
Io  the  right  appreciation  and  action. 

Monouieism  contemplates  rational  religion,  the  comprehensive  universe  problem, 
chat  requires  the  immortality  of  the  soul  for  its  completion,  and  comes  the  nearest  of  all 
in  proving  it  in  the  sublime  data  given.  Peculiar  faith  deals  in  the  metaphysics, 
nysteriea,  and  detestable  sophistry  of  faith,  while  religion  looks  to  honest  truth  and 

&Ct8. 

She  bids  the  world,  rational  mind,  mankind,  to  seek  the  right  position,  and  maintain 
it  rationally,  and  to  act  with  a  zeal  wor^y  of  the  best  of  causes,  that  of  the  First  Great 
One  Aimigfaty.  It  is  onl^  religion  that  can  put  the  whole  frame-work  of  world  society 
right.  She  must  bring  m  her  conservative  revolution,  enable  the  master  analyst  to 
correctly  criticise  all  d^iaitments  of  life.  To  rid  the  world  of  all  the  malign  antagon- 
ism that  is  alien  to  its  whole  interests,  let  all  have  all  the  fullest  and  speediest  benefits 
of  rational  religion.  All  peculiar-faith,  Christian,  or  any,  is  in  the  way  of  the  legitimate 
currency. 

How  the  world  is  imposed  on  all  the  time  by  the  whole  mock-faith.  You  must  not 
discuss  religion,  say  the  priestocracy,  and  the  people  blindly  obey  those  whose  very 
■ame  will  he  a  by-word  hereafler.  The  peculiar  bible  logic  is  the  craziest  of  all 
things^  It  would  wind  up  the  creation  at  any  time  if  it  ever  had  a  hold,  from  the  imbe- 
cility of  its  peculiar  goda. 
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Heretofore  it  was  only  sectarianism  exchanged  for  another  kind,  wH  bad  and  without 
redress.  Then  all  sectarianism  and  peculiar  faith  went  for  rational  religion  ;  but  this 
will  not  now  do,  as  none  is  religion  that  is  peculiar. 

Now,  because  many  do  not  believe  peculiar  bibles,  they  are  not  to  be  excluded  from 
the  higher  obligations  of  principles  of  religion  that  the  world,  mind,  mankind,  must  have. 
The  bible  if  rational  will  bid  us  never  take  up  a  position  without  principle  that  will 
uphold  us  for  ever. 

Rational  religion  legislates  for  the  whole  world,  and  yields  to  mind  its  rationality,  and 
to  rationality  all  that  are  in  the  elements  of  eternal  happiness.  Why  do  men  di^er  so 
much  about  religion?  Because  they  have  never  .analyzed  this  subject  aright.  They 
advance  doctrines,  pretending  them  principles. 

THE  BIBLE  OF  RATIONAL  MIND  AND  RELIGION,  AND  THE  PREMIUM 

OF  $6000  THEREON. 

What  can  be  advanced  against  the  bible  of  rational  mind  ?  An  unprincipled  opposi- 
tion may  affect  that  it  is  like  the  works  of  Deism,  not  right.  Then  if  wrong,  why  not 
seek  the  regard  ? 

As  all  critics  cannot  be  confided  in  because  all  do  not  rationally  and  religiously  inves- 
tigate, all  rational  minds  should  take  noUiing  for  granted  from  the  priestocracy. 

I  would  not  only  be  happy,  but  am  anxious  to  pay  over  five  thousand  dollars  in  nego- 
tiable paper,  to  any  pecuUar  faith  advocate,  Christian,  Jew,  Mormon,  Mahommedan^ 
or  any  o&er,  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  any  such  bible,  and  if  not  competent  to  do  so, 
to  upset  monotheism,  all  by  rational  principles. 

That  I  may  do  full  justice  to  this  whole  subject,  I  make  the  preceding  offer. 

I  will  be  thoroughly  a  monotheist,  and  that  I  may  be  so,  I  comprehend  all  peculiar 
faiths  known  to  the  world,  or  that  can  be  possibly  conceived  of  by  mind. 

The  reason  is  most  obvious,  as  how  can  any  advocate  act  with  truth  and  fidelity  if 
he  cannot  establish  the  authenticity  of  his  bible  1 

How  can  he  religiously  blame  any  mind  for  infidelity,  if  he  cannot  prove  or  demon- 
strate the  faith  authentic  ?  In  other  words,  can  any  triumph  over  infidelity  if  they  can- 
not prove  or  demonstrate  the  faith  authentic  ?  The  only  triumph  over  infidelity,  is. 
through  the  authenticity  of  the  peculiar  bible.  But  if  unsuccessful,  then  what  becomes 
of  conscience,  that  peculiar  faith-advocates  talk  so  egotistically  about  ? 

If  all  peculiar  faith  bible-positions  be  utterly  false,  must  not  their  advocacy  be  per- 
jury ?  The  Question  is  with  all  such  advocates  to  disabuse  the  enlightened  mind,  or 
abide  the  explosion  of  the  only  infidels,  for  assuredly,  if  incompetent  to  demonstrate 
the  truth  of  the  peculiar  faith-bible,  they  stand  forth  in  bold  relief  as  impostors,  and 
are  estopped  from  any  abuse  against  those  whom  Uiey  assail  with  false  pretences  aa 
infidels. 

What  intelligent  world-citizen  is  there,  that  cannot  see  that  no  dependence  can  be 
put  in  peculiar  faith-criticism  ? 

There  are  various  reasons  that  cause  me  to  commit  myself  to  monotheism. 

I  will  pay  for  the  damages  to  the  world  and  its  society,  in  order  to  be  set  right  if 
wrong. 

Peculiar  faith  people  will  estimate  this  book  with  the  prejudices,  that  they  have  to 
all  other  books  not  espousing  their  doctrines. 

But  are  they  not  tired  of  their  own  profitless  position  that  disturbs  the  world,  and 
does  not  benefit  any  ? 

Do  you,  citizen,  wish  to  adhere  to  superstition,  or  change  to  the  cultivation  of 
religion  ? 

Do  you  seek  the  only  rational  means  thereto  1 

The  universe  read  rightly,  gives  us  the  only  correct  edition  of  God's  works. 

Those  not  appreciating,  may  require  the  reason  of  my  publication.  My  answer  is, 
to  have  religion  put  on  the  proper  basis  of  mind. 

The  more  bigots  oppose,  the  better,  as  they  will  use  themselves  up  in  the  sublime 
iacts  of  monotheism. 

Were  I  to  omit  this  publication,  I  might  be  more  popular  in  Church  and  secret 
society,  but  a  great  and  paramount  duty  awaits  me. 

My  individuality  is  not  to  be  looked  at,  especially  when  I  claim  no  exemption  from 
human  nature's  frailties.     I  pay  tliis  premium,  if  fundamentally  wrong. 

My  good  feelings  can  be  perceived  in  the  principles,  as  I  deal  with  what  militates 
against  them. 

If  tlie  whole  set  of  peculiar  doctrines  are  wrong,  then  no  part  of  any  peculiar  faith 
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can  stand.  Thus  much  of  the  proposed  reward  might  he  offered  to  the  successful 
proof  of  a  Devil,  which  would  be  a -miserable  failure  according  to  the  correct  law  of 
evidence.  This  premium  is  offered  to  any  person  of  the  five  grand  divisions  of  the 
vhole  world,  that  will  prove  without  any  sophistry,  that  the  author  is  not  right  in  the 
main,  on  the  subject  of  rational  religion,  or  the  bible  of  rational  mind.  This  certainly 
is  the  paramount  question  with  the  world,  that  ouprht  to  correct  the  errors  or  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  author.  That  question  resolves  itself  into  the  enlightened  inquiry  of 
how  far  he  is  right,  and  what  is  essential  to  perfect  the  glorious  system.  Mind  that  is 
rational,  sees  no  rational  authenticity  of  any  peculiar  scriptures  of  the  myriads  of 
ancient  bibles,  and  consequently  the  full  failure  of  all  their  advocates  to  disprove  the 
bible  of  rational  mind.  There  can  be  no  satisfactory  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  any 
bible  of  tradition  in  the  world,  no  'matter  from  which  of  the  five  grand  divisions.  The 
bible  of  the  religion  of  principles,  God*s  document,  cannot  be  gain-sayed,  much  less 
disproved.  The  only  proof  that  is  required  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  is 
ratisfactory  evidence  on  the  principles  of  sound  truth. 

But  the  author  may  be  mistaken  ?  Then  this  premium  is  for  the  mistake.  I  wish 
to  be  hd  of  all  mistakes.  • 

But  why  the  reward  1  As  many  have  prejudged.  I  am  desirous  of  calling  the  citi- 
zens of  the  world  back  to  right  perception  and  judgment,  and  therefore  offer  this 
premium  for  orthodoxy. 

What  proof  do  I  require  ?  The  authenticity  must  be  unquestionable  and  satisfactory 
to  gentlemen. 

If  I  were  offered  this  premium  to  prove  my  position,  and  could  not  do  it,  I  would 
renounce  that  profession,  certainly,  as  disreputable. 

I  consider  that  monotheism  or  religion  of  principles,  is  self-evident. 

What  good  does  peculiar  faith  do,  but  deceive  the  world,  trading  on  the  capital  of 
the  first  ?     AH  is  arrogant  imposture. 

All  the  writers  on  monotheism,  must  ever  have  its  principles  as  paramount,  while  on 
the  same  subject  seeking  originality,  they  may  still  have  analogous  views,  in  some  re- 
spects, differently,  or  even  similarly  expressed. 

The  platform  that  I  maintain,  upholds  conservative  principles.  I  have  and  can  have, 
no  antagonism  to  any  that  upholds  them. 

Have  the  priestocracy  anjr  to  God  Almighty  1 

WTiy  do  I  offer  this  premium  for  what  is  so  clearly  plain  ?  To  meet  bigots,  most 
effectually. 

If  this  book  have  truths  unimpeachable,  the  world  can  see  the  premium  safe  ;  if 
otherwise,  the  prize  is  truth  gloriously  won. 

The  bigot  would  lay  aside  his  views  about  peculiar  faiths  and  Messiahships,  before 
the  sun-light  was  off  his  horizon,  were  he  not  a  prejudiced  bigot.  Thus  with  facts  so 
plain,  the  bi^it  will  remain  bigot,  till  monotheism  diffuses  its  rays  and  dispenses  its 
blessings.  No  one  with  successful  solutions,  can  draw  on  me  in  vain.  Good  men 
will  excuse  me  if  wrong.  I  know  I  shall  be  excused  at  the  right  time  by  such.  All 
objections  to  receiving  this  premium,  can  be  met  at  once,  for  the  amount  can  be  dis- 
pensed, if  fairly  won,  to  all  the  best  of  purposes,  and  the  triumph  can  be  that  of  the 
noblest,  most  laudable,  ambition. 

The  purport  of  this  publication,  is  to  secure  the  right  faith  by  discussion  freely  and 
fairly  executed. 

This  work  was  wTitten  in  pure  defence  of  religion,  and  to  illustrate  not  Christianity, 
but  the  brilliant  and  substantial  effects  of  mind  reflecting  Deity's  power,  regaining  her 
long  usurped  rights. 

What  true  soul  can  I  possibly  offend  ? 

If  any  have  adopted  bad  faith  or  pernicious  errors,  no  matter  the  name,  of  course 
thev  ought  tQ  be  obliged  to  me  to  set  them  right. 

Prove  me  wrong,  and  I  will  adjust  all  claims  of  right  and  order. 

If  I  have  become  antagonistic  to  you  or  your  rights  clearly,  convict  me  on  principles. 

But  some  ^ople  are  afraid  to  read  such  books.  No  one  that  is  wise  and  sincere  is 
afraid  to  trust  the  selection  of  the  true  from  counterfeit  coin,  to  have  a  true  report  as 
the  result. 

But  the  perverted  are  afraid,  those  that  hold  the  bad  coin,  tremble  for  fear  and  re- 
proa^rh.     Forethought  in  all  such  discussion,  will  disclose  the  true  point. 

If  the  position  of  rational  religion  be  not  correct,  what  is  easier  than  to  vsrin  the 
premium  1 

If  I  have  done  an  injury  to  the  Church  or  the  priestocracy,  I  will  atone  for  it  by  that 
means,  and  act  with  tne  amende  honorable.  Without  investigation,  no  one  could 
lightly  estimate  how  valid  this  position  is.  r^^^r^l^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

I  let  the  subject  cany  me  to  its  legitimate  results^  and  congratulate  myself  on  the 
amount  of  satisfaction.  I  am  pleased  to  find  my  writings  confirmed  on  reading  the 
world  before  publication.  Genius  has  consecrated  her  contributions,  at  the  shrine  of 
monotheism  in  more  ways  than  one,  for  mankind,  mind  have  devoted,  however  imperfectly 
their  resources,  in  some  way  or  other,  in  all  ages  and  in  every  clime. 

But  as  the  premium  being  forthcoming,  the  peculiar  faith  advocate  affects  that  I 
would  not  believe  his  doctrine  if  an  angel  from  his  heaven  were  to  come  with  the 
proof.  To  all  this  the  most  valid  answer  can  be  at  once  returned,  that  my  soul,  my 
mind  with  its  functions,  has  the  deepest  interest  in  all  such. 

I  have  as  deep  a  sincerity  in  all  this  matter  as  could  be  elicited  in  all  the  treasure  of 
the  Universe.     Who  can  have  any  deeper  or  more  vital  interest  1 

I  am  fully  satisfied  in  my  own  confidence  that  there  is  but  one  God,  a  perfect  Being, 
but  to  prove  that  I  have  no  part  of  prepossession,  I  ofilsr  the  premium  not  to  defend 
myself  behind  prejudices,  but  to  annihilate  them,  no  matter  where  they  exist. 

After  a  number  of  years*  investigating  and  thinking  on  spiritualization  of  peculiar  faith, 
ray  mind  all  at  once  fastened  on  rational  religion,  as  the  only  efifectuai  means  without 
prejudice  or  peculiar  education.  From  these  two  words  has  grown  all  that  is  valuable 
to  my  mind. 

I  ofi^er  the  premium  on  the  basis  of  principles,  sound  honest  sense  and  truth  I  oflTer 
it  for  authentic  proof,  demonstration,  satisfactory  and  soundest  principle  that  the  whole 
world  will  recognise 

If  a  bank  note  affirmed  to  be  valuable,  but  unknown  to  us,  were  offered,  the  world  of 
course  in  its  wisdom  would  ask  for  satisfactory  proof  of  its  genuineness.  If  books  are 
presented  which  their  advocates  pretended  guaranteed  deeds  of  gif^s  of  the  most  im- 
portant kind,  and  had  besides  what  were  considered  genuine  interpolations  that  affected 
them  essentially,  and  no  name  signed,  being  perfectly  anonymous,  a  sane  man  would 
not,  could  not  receive  them.  Interpolations  prove  foul  play,  when  especially,  all  are 
palmed  on  the  world  as  genuine. 

Who  endorses  their  divine  origin  ?  Self-evidence  cannot,  as  in  God's  works.  The 
text  is  admitted  by  the  warmest  advocates,  to  be  corrupted.  How  far  ?  Of  course, 
enough  to  invalidate  them  by  their  vitiations. 

Is  this  religion  that  goes  for  honesty  and  truth  ?  The  world  has  nothing  to  do  with 
such  peculiar  faith  or  its  bibles,  but  truth  is  needed  as  the  strictest  justice  to  the  world 
to  anticipate  all  such  evils. 

I  wish  the  smartest  scholars  to  meet  this  question  fairly  and  honorably.  I  would  not 
mislead  the  world,  hence  this  premium  to  be  applied  as  ihe  church  sees  fit  when  fairly 
won. 

This  offer  is  for  the  people,  including  the  parsons.  I  wish  to  give  the  Bible  advo- 
cates all  the  advantages  they  claim  and  prove,  wishing  to  advance  tlie  highest  morals 
of  the  world,  and  declaring  for  pure  religion.  All  that  belongs  to  rights  and  justice,  I 
wish  to  accord. 

If  the  world  pnestocracy  cannot  attack  the  main  points  with  truth,  they  should  not 
protract  this  world  wrong  any  longer,  nor  vitiate  the  principles  of  refined  civilization  to 
effect  retaliation.  In  the  name  of  God  let  them  adopt  the  principles  of  rational  religion, 
and  unite  the  world  on  the  glorious  basis  of  universal  brotherhood.  Liberality  and 
justice  will  enable  me  to  allow  all  the  legitimate  latitude  of  proof  on  the  principles  of 
reason  in  the  world. 

This  work  is  an  introduction  to  the  magnificent  subject  of  Monotheism  that  all  minds 
should  rightfully  analyze,  and  not  listen  to  the  seductive  and  criminal  sophistry  of  priest- 
ocracy.  If  there  be  any  real  error  on  any  adopted  faith,  ought  not  its  advocates  who 
profess  truth,  be  most  signally  obliged  to  any  intelligent  minds  for  exposures  of  its 
fraud  or  its  imposition  ?  To  satisfy  the  most  skeptical,  I  desire  to  be  responsible  and 
hold  the  world  responsible  for  facts.  I  write  not  to  incense  any  order,  being  no  oppo- 
nent but  on  principle. 

RELIGIOUS  MORALS.  * 

Has  the  world  any  reli£rious  morals  ?  It  has  peculiar  faith  morals  in  abundance, 
which  pervert  the  world.  Mind  has  to  look  to  the  illimitable  liberality  of  rationality  in 
rjeltgion  to  reach  them.     The  desecration  of  religion  is  by  peculiar  faiths. 

The  idea  of  approaching  God  is  by  our  best  actions,  wonls  and  thoughts. 

Rational  religion  can  establish  the  only  basis  of  pacification  throughout  the  world, 
tnd  the  best  platform  for  universal  civilization. 

Do  I  have  faitli  or  belief  in  a  God  ?     Certainly.    W^hy  do  I  have  that  confidence  ? 
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Beeanae  this  is  a  world  onost  conclusively  of  cause  and  effect,  and  the  proper  analysis 
refers  most  poaitiYely  to  the  great  first  cause.  No  rational  mind  can  escape  this  just 
conclusion. 

In  the  next  place,  I  must  define  to  the  extent  of  my  powers  exactly  what  are  the 
({ualiUes,  attributes  and  principles  of  God.  These  we  can  appreciate  more  exactly  by 
philosophical  science  the  more  exactly  we  can  define  it,  that  is  we  can  only  define  Uiem 
exactly  by  exact  philosophical  science — ^none  other,  as  all  the  false  pretences  of  tradi- 
tion bibles  conclusively  show.  God  is  the  exclusive  Creator,  uncreated  and  unbegotten. 
How  can  any  claim  of  a  begotten  created  son,  be  equal  ?  The  idea  is  preposterous  to 
all  that  will  drop  the  priest  and  become  the  man,  the  thinking  rational  being. 

Rehgioo,  rational  religion,  is  certainly  not  accountable  for  any  slaughter  of  the  human 
race  in  any  age  or  country,  in  France,  or  elsewhere ;  if  that  were  the  case,  God  is 
amenable  to  man's  censure,  the  most  absurd  position.  All  such  evils  are  referable  to 
peculiar  faiths,  all  of  which  are  of  man. 

Rational  religion  requires  the  full  culture  that  implies  the  constant  exalted  exercise 
of  conscience,  the  conservative  of  rational  mind. 

The  only  universally  safe  position  in  this  Universe  is  on  principles.  You  are  afler 
religion,  and  must  therefore  maintain  in  the  best  faith,  inteUectud,  social,  moral,  reli- 
gious, filial,  conjugal  and  parental  relations.  You  can  obtain  all  by  and  through  God 
alone  and  exclusively ;  by  none  other  most  positively.  Is  it  religious  morals  to  con- 
tinue the  propagation  of  inventions,  made  in  the  days  of  a  world^s  ignorance  ?  Let 
reason  look  into  facts,  and  it  must  see  that  God  has  no  room  for  a  specific  hell  or  pur- 
gatory.    What  is  it  to  the  people  if  the  pockets  of  the  priestocracy  require  them  ? 

Mind  has  to  regard  the  world,  national  and  individual  sins,  according  to  the  Universe 
ethics  established  by  God.     All  this  requires  the  supreme  duty  of  all  mankind. 

The  peculiar  &iths  of  the  world  have  finessed  too  much,  and,  destitute  of  principles 
as  all  are  universally,  they  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  truly  religious.     ' 

As  religion  is  the  supreme  of  all  supreme  constitutional  rights,  it  is  indispensable 
tbat  she  be  confirmed  by  all  constitutional  principles. 

Religion  goes  for  the  greatest  of  all  good,  the  whole  public  of  the  world  and  nothing 
less  at  all.  What  can  imply  more  universal  benefit  accredited  in  all  good  faith  ?  Carry 
religion  into  the  world,  it  has  it  now.  Let  it  be  improved  on,  to  make  it  as  rational 
as  &e  highest  rationality  can  carry  it. 

In  matters  of  reUgion  the  rational  mind  must  elicit  principles,  not  mere  policy,  to 
command  the  organic  powers  of  the  whole,  or  Nature.  The  whole  classes  of  the 
world  society  form  one  harmonious  whole.  All  reforms  and  revolutions  should  be  in- 
variably and  universally  conservative,  and  all  then  must  be  on  rational  principles  to  be 
permanent.  The  rulers  of  the  world  should  bow  to  the  majesty  of  religious  not  pecu- 
liar &ith  requisitions,  however  much  of  peculiar  power  and  vanity  they  sacrifice. 

When  we  speak  of  reform  on  conservative  revolution,  it  is  the  right  action  of  the 
world  to  recovery  of  her  right  position.     None  should  be  without  legitimate  principles. 

Tmth  and  honesty  uphold  all  religion  that  sustains  mind,  but  all  peculiar  faith  starts 
with  the  reverse  and  necessarily  ends  in  perjury.     How  horrible  ! 

The  world  must  stop  the  mere  temporad  policy  of  peculiar  faith,  and  let  rational  reli- 
gion have  its  noblest  sway.  The  character  of  religion  is  desecrated,  to  dub  peculiar 
£ulii  by  that  name  when  all  is  so  clearly  disproved.  The  world  cannot  discuss  too 
ratiooally  all  that  is  religion. 

Carry  conservative  reform  to  the  right  point — ^far  enough.  This  is  a  world-wide 
question. 

What,  freemen,  reject  rational  religion  ?  What  were  your  free  constitutional  institu- 
tions for,  but  this  in  part  ?  If  any  country  do  not  positively  assert  her  rightful  claims 
to  rational  religion,  assuredly  she  will  be  cursed  with  peculiar  faiths.  There  is  no 
^ore.  As  the  Jewish  councils  made  Mosaic  bibles  or  found  them  at  convenience,  so 
did  the  Romans  make  testaments,  all  patch- work.  These^  characters  not  only  endorsed 
those  demoralizing  lies,  but  ask  the  world  to  do  so. 

As  great  as  was  the  creation  of  our  noblest  of  all  governments,  because  God-given 
by  oor  iUustrions  ancestors,  the  most  illustrious  of  all  in  the  pages  of  heraldry,  our 
nation  now  is  equally  concerned  in  the  preservation  of  the  most  difficult  of  all — all 
solvable  by  religion  that  recognises  the  highest  of  morals,  virtue  and  intellect. 

Ratiopal  religion  carries  rational  mind,  while  peculiar  faith  assumes  faith.  Religion 
decides  on  justice  universal,  before  she  affects  any  position,  and  rules  out  all  atheists 
and  poljTtheists  as  most  superficial  in  most  positive  demonstration  of  their  reckless 
ignorance  or  want  of  principle.  Religion  sustains  the  wisest  statesmen,  the  deepest, 
soundest  original  thinkers,  the  firmest  friends  of  rational  mind,  all  the  true  and  faithful 
eonservatoiB  of  the  world. 
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RELIGION. 


What  is  the  religion  of  rational  mind  ?  That  which  discloses  the  true  duty  of  man 
to  God,  and  puts  down  all  base  trading  speculation  of  the  world — tlie  counterfeit. 

Though  the  world  speaks  about  religion,  its  age,  and  have  not  principles,  all  is 
worthless.  Though  the  world  prides  itself  on  faith,  and  have  not  truth  and  reason, 
faith^s  masters,  it  has  nothing.  To  have  the  right  faith,  mind  must  be  faithful  to  truth 
and  reason,  and  to  have  the  best  security  for  all  such,  it  must  have  rational  education. 
Religion  is  for  just  views.  All  must  be  just  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  to  mind,  the 
whole  world  and  universe.  She  establishes  on  the  best  demonstration,  that  the  only 
safety  is  through  principles.  The  bible  of  rational  mind  introduces  the  religion  of 
mind.  That  begets  the  deepest  humility,  and  the  supreme  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
Creator,  as  the  supremacy  of  science  is  from  Deity.  He  who  speaks  against  tliat, 
is  base  and  blasphemous.  Stubborn  bible  bigots  will  suppose  that  you  are  to  take  their 
bibles  to  get  religion.  Nothing  short  of  tiie  Creator  will  do,  and  we  have  only  to 
improve  what  he  has  already  given.  Religion  is  a  pure,  perfect  principle ;  when 
matured,  the  soul  matures  and  rests  there  in  the  bosom  of  purity.  Religiog  rests  on 
the  eternal  sublimity  of  her  sincerity  and  sunple  purity,  abstracted  from  all  Uie  viola- 
tions of  reason.  What  is  more  precious  than  woman's  chastity,  man^s  integrity,  the 
world^s  humanity,  mind's  religion  ? 

Religion  strictly  teaches  mind  to  beware  of  all  violations  of  principles,  lust,  drunken- 
ness, avarice,  ancf  envy,  as  they  produce  murder,  crimes,  adultery,  poison,  all  the  mi.sery 
of  mind.  How  do  we  get  righteousness  ?  By  grace  and  mercy  of  God.  How  the 
profoundest  humility  ?  By  the  deepest  confidence  in  God,  who  is  known  by  the  best 
analjrsis  that  philosophical  science  discloses,  to  be  so  exalted,  as  to  exclude  all  preten- 
sions of  polytheism.  The  deepest  analysis  gives  the  best  confidence  and  humility. 
What  can  be  said  of  Messiah  righteousness  1  That  it  is  as  heinous  as  self-righteous- 
ness; both  are  self  or  priestocracy  delusions.  The  religionist  is  to  seek  proper 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  wise  laws  to  promote  sound  morals,  true  duty,  and 
the  highest  civilization, — ^to  leave  the  world  better  than  he  found  it.  The  mighty 
question  of  true  religion  is  kept  in  abeyance  to  a  union  of  church  and  state,  the  policy 
of  empires,  of  power  despotic  in  goveniment.  Peculiar  faiths,  their  mouth-pieces, 
misrepresent  all  the  qualities  of  Deity.  Talk  of  them,  when  God  is  surely  proved  by 
his  creation.  Who  would  presume  to  libel  God  by  bibles  of  tradition  ?  We  hardly 
know  ourselves,  till  indisposition  or  sickness  teaches  us.  Do  we  know  of  order,  har- 
mony, till  we  feel  disorder,  derangement  ?  We  are  then  for  law,  order,  religion,  and  the 
Creator  of  all  these.  We  do  not  know  of  organization  till  we  know  of  disorganization, 
and  we  must  then  appreciate  the  Almighty  Organizer  of  tlie  universe.  The  world  needs 
the  broadest  position  of  morality  and  religion,  but  not  out  of  any  peculiar  bible,  for  its 
writeiB  did  not  know  them  at  all.     The  very  idea  of  peculiarity  kills  all. 

AH  owe  a  gentlemanly  deportment  to  civilized  society,  and  are  under  the  highest 
obligation  to  offend  it  least  by  thought,  word,  or  deed.  The  world  must  seek  to  main- 
tain the  soundest  public  opinion,  to  be  universally  conservative.  Religion  is  the  only 
thing  that  suits  that,  to  create  the  world  morals. 

Those  who  have  power  have  no  mercy,  if  they  have  no  principle. 

What  is  religion  ?  We  only  know  some  say,  as  others  tell  us.  What  are  free- 
men with  cultivated  minds,  and  not  know  this  subject  1  Have  you  ever  investigated  it  ? 
No  I  Why  ?  Because  my  preacher  tells  me  not !  Is  your  preacher  your  master  1 
Force  of  arms  or  device  of  sophistry  is  not  the  way  to  settle  questions  of  the  world  to 
be  civilized.  Religion  is  the  supreme  wisest  intellectual  and  moral  power  of  the 
world.  By  religion  alone  can  mind  progress  to  one  uniform  standard,  as  to  present 
virtue  as  uniform  as  mind  can  present  it.  The  world  will  be  better  sustained  as  self- 
balanced. 

Let  us  see  where  religion  is,  that  is  the  good  faith  of  truth  and  principle.  Are  you 
after  religion  ?  ' 

All  the  wise,  true,  and  good  are  after  nothing  else,  and  that  in  her  purity  and  excel- 
lence. Religion  affords  supreme  protection  to  all.  Religion  sees  that  you  are  accused, 
4oea  she  teach  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance  ?  You  are  innocent  ?  Then  act  to  the 
promptings  of  an  honest  mind.  Face  the  world  and  at  once  invoke,  challenge  the 
worst,  defy  on  your  position.  Innocence  can  triumph  over  the  world  certainly.  But 
do  one  bad  or  suspicious  act,  then  you  may  be  suspected  for  the  worst, — as  for  instance, 
an  adulterer.  You  will  not  then  be  too  good  to  be  charged  as  a  poisoner  and  murderer, 
especially  if  the  accusers  have  any  hold  of  you  for  any  such  crime.  In  being  an 
aduiterer  you  become  a  perjurer.     Religion  leaves  nothing  to  contingency. 
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All  peculiar  faiths  are  the  work  of  man,  but  religion  is  the  work  of  God.  Relinon 
exists,  yet  man  affects  other  faith.  He  thinks  that  the  bible  of  tradition  has  it !  The 
greatest  mistake  in  the  world.  Well  may  we  say  what  a  mistake ;  and  then  Inse  mea 
have  taken  horrible  advantage  of  it.  The  fact  of  correct  observation  has  been  needed. 
Mind  must  exclusively  rely  on  the  justice,  greatness,  magnanimity,  goodness,  and  all 
the  essential  attributes  of  God. 

Man  is  a  creature  of  social,  moral,  and  religious  feelings,  of  course  the  gift  of  his 
Creator. 

To  have  the  right  cultivation,  we  must  have  proper  education, — ^a  true,  practicable, 
rational  knowledge  of  science,  &c.  Religion  sustains  the  reality,  not  the  romance  of 
virtue,  and  calls  for  the  tribute  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  by  appropriate  benevolence 
to  the  destitute,  proper  deeds  to  the  world.  What  an  enviable  fame  "would  the  good 
citizen  get,  to  die  aiding  the  helpless  and  destitute.  Such  will  strive  to  succor  the 
distressed,  relieve  the  afflicted,  protect  the  defenceless.  Adequate  reward  will  bless  the 
mind  that  has  principles ;  the  curse  of  those  destitute  of  them  will  be  certain,  as  princi> 
pies  vindicate  themselves. 

All  have  more  religion  the  more  civilized, — this  is  an  indisputable  axiom ;  the  less 
civilized  Hie  less  religion,  as  the  crusaders  prove,  &c.  What  more  glorious  measure 
can  there  be  for  the  soul  than  doing  justice  to  religion  on  the  proper  principles  of  mind  ? 
As  having  a  free  and  intelligent  mind  in  the  glorious  free  agency  of  God,  you  have  done 
justice  to  the  investigation  of  this  subject  on  both  sides,  as  wise  persons  will  not  pos- 
sibly put  any  bibles  otherwise  into  the  hands  of  their  offspring,  whose  immortal  souls 
have  to  be  cared  for  in  the  most  rational  way.  But  the  minister  tells  the  world  that  the 
books  that  show  up  Christianity  are  dangerous.  What  do  parents  say  ?  They  do  not 
investigate  the  books,  for  they  are  afraid.    Afraid  of  the  truth ! 

But  have  you  avoided  the  subject?  If  you  have,  then  are  you  and  they  traitors  to 
the  right  use  of  mind. 

But  the  world  is  afraid  to  oppose  the  bibles.  Mind  is  crushed  by  the  baseness  of 
superstition.  What  clashes  with  preconceived  constructions  of  the  bibles,  is  what 
clashes  with  the  priestocracy,  deeply  interested  in  their  corruption ;  thus  we  do  not 
recognise  that  God^s  construction  is  elsewhere  than  in  his  works. 

You  declare  for  such  bibles,  then  you  are  at  issue  with  God.  Religion  of  mind 
progresses  as  mind  is  civilized.  Peculiar  faith,  of  peculiar  education,  usuips  the 
province  of  mind,  in  assuming  to  dictate  about  religion.  True  devotion  to  God  is 
inculcated  by  religion  of  principle.  Benevolence  inculcates  the  noblest  acts  under  her 
auspices. 

Religion  is  the  most  sacred  duty,  higher  than  bibles,  creeds,  and  peculiar  faiths, 
above  all  art.  The  God  of  Nature  requires  all  adoration,  worthy  of  tlie  laws  and 
principles  of  nature,  of  the  purity  of  creation. 

Mind  is  obliged  to  have  religion,  as  nature  has  laws.  The  purport  of  religion  is  to 
lessen  mind's  and  the  world's  misery,  and  teach  the  soul  of  man  to  look  to  a  better 
future.  The  permanent  action  of  religion  must  certainly  revolutionize  the  ethics  of  the 
world. 

Religion  goes  against  polytheism,  as  atheism. 

What  is  the  best  friend  of  man  1  Religion.  What  is  that  ?  A  rational  recognition 
of  duty  to  the  Creator.     Who  is  the  best  friend  to  mankind  1     The  Creator. 

Man  never  can  appreciate  God  all  his  life-time  on  this  earth.  The  more  he  appre- 
ciates his  works,  the  more  he  loves  the  architect  of  his  own  soul  for  its  blessings. 
None  can  make  idol  of  the  work  who  appreciate  the  workman.  Religion  is  the  only 
thing  that  ever  can  impart  pure  devotion  of  feelings,  of  which  the  unworthy  are  defi- 
cient. Religion  is  the  highest  rational  process.  All  the  means  of  securing  true  faith 
are  rational. 

The  great  object  of  religion  is  to  civilize  man,  render  him  fit  for  the  human  family, 
and  adapt  liim  for  his  mighty  chance.  Religion  looks  to  reason,  judgment,  sense,  law 
and  justice.  There  can  be  no  religion  of  Uie  heart,  but  of  mind,  that  recognises  all 
things  of  thought,  word  and  deed.  We  can  reach  or  embrace  no  part  of  creation,  but 
by  and  through  mind.  As  mind  appreciates,  priestocracy  and  peculiar  or  heart  faith, 
depreciates. 

Religion  does  not  refer  to  the  heart,  but  the  affections,  emotions  and  passions,  the 
functions  of  mind.  Such  makes  a  person  too  religious  to  be  in  any  peculiar  church ! 
The  world  should  know  its  own  powers  through  its  own  rights. 

The  religion  of  principles,  is  the  object  of  all.  Without  principles  nobody  improves 
religion. 

Mind  culture  alone,  will  not  suffice  for  religion.  It  must  secure  the  highest  apprecia- 
tion of  all,  and  the  practical  illustrations.     It  must  do  its  best  practicable  duty. 
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Religion  commanda  all  to  avoid  taking  advantage  of  passions,  emotions  or  circum- 
•tuees,  and  charact^riaes  the  best  class  of  the  world,  as  doing  the  most  good. 

The  mere  men  of  straw,  military  and  superstitious,  will  not  answer  for  the  light  of 
orilixation.    The  world  needs  religion,  the  true  effect  of  which  is  civilization. 

We  have  not  to  inquire  about  any  man's  faith,  when  we  inquire  has  he  cultivated 
his  religion  ?  What  religion,  it  may  be  asked  ?  He  has  and  can  have  but  one,  and  that 
from  God.  That  cannot  be  mistaken,  as  faith  and  truth  are  analogous.  As  a  rational 
being,  we  address  you  in  all  this  matter.  Religion,  and  bibles  of  tradition  with  peculiar 
&ith,  are  two  different  things.  Religion  proves  itself,  but  bibles  of  tradition  disprove 
thennelves.  Principles  only,  can  legalize  religion.  We  should  progress  in  the  right 
views  of  religion.  What  is  the  true  position  of  religion  among  rational  men  ?  Is  it 
Dot  rational  religion  ?  What  is  the  most  valuable  element  of  religion  ?  Justice  to 
maa  and  duty  to  God.  Without  it,  one  hardly  knows  how  to  begin  action  in  the  world, 
till  he  is  nearly  ready  to  leave  it.  What  good  does  the  world  do  him,  then,  tempo- 
rarily, if  not  religiously  ?  Why  do  not  the  people  do  right?  Because  they  do  not 
know,  frequently,  beforehand,  and  are  victims  of  relative  habits.  They  have  little 
power  of  analysis  of  thought  True  religion  teaches  that  none  should  surpass  in  reve- 
rrace  td  deity,  who  has  the  exclusive  right  to  adoration  of  mind. 
Is  man  an  accountable  and  responsible  being  ? 
Then  he  is  so  only  on  rational  basis,  and  on  no  other. 

All  morals  are  based  on  truth  and  reason,  on  no  other.  All  religion  is  on  principles, 
tlie  most  exalted. 

When  we  begin  to  think,  talk,  and  act  on  principles  that  are  uniform,  then  we  begin 
to  enjoy  the  noblest,  highest  refinement  and  civilization. 

True  religion  and  morals  must  be  upheld  by  the  world's  conservative  patriots.  The 
proper  character  demands  trial,  proper  efforts  and  perseverance.  It  becomes  the  good 
eitaeos  of  the  world  to  see  what  is  the  best  protection  for  religion  and  their  profession. 
It  becomes  honest  patriots  to  inquire  rightfully  what  is  their  duty  and  obligation.  This 
incoleates  chastity,  eternal  truth,  avoid^ce  of  murder  and  crimes  involving  B]rmpathies. 
To  ophold  religion,  then,  give  God  all  due  him.  This  is  intellectual,  religious  honesty. 
The  church-monarchical  power  and  monetary  influence,  have  prevented  the  just  view  of 
religion.  Superstition  and  all  its  malign  influences  commenced  before  science,  which 
is  to  eradicate  them.  The  social  world  is  singularly  constituted,  on  account  of  money 
and  power,  ignorance  and  superstition.  We  know  very  well  what  malign  influence  of 
peculiar  education  is,  and  how  it  perverts  mind.  That  is  often  a  misfortune,  rather 
than  a  crime  or  fault.  But  be  it  what  it  may,  it  should  be  corrected.  The  world  is 
diversified,  and  needs  the  various  best  talents  of  honesty  and  truth,  elevated  science. 
As  to  fiiith,  when  rational,  that  is  God*s  concern.  Religious  fortitude  upholds  the  best 
resolves  of  mind  and  soul.  Whilst  she  teaches  us  to  exert  ourselves  for  the  best,  we 
most  strive  to  receive  all  as  the  best,  and  be  best  satisfied  if  mind  do  not  demand  cor- 
raction.  Who  can  appreciate  civil  and  religious  liberty,  that  gives  the  pure  currency 
of  thought  the  noblest  reflection  of  actions  ?  The  world  must  have  fixed  just  views  of 
religion,  as  the  only  proper  elevated  standard  of  actions.  What  are  the  religious  rights 
of  freemen  ?  The  way  to  have  them  universally  performed  best,  is  to  have  universal 
knowledge  on  the  subject.  This  business  materially  concerns  all  mankind,  all  minds, 
as  they  are  the  beneficiaries.  How  long  will  they  suffer  their  rights  of  mind  to  be 
pQt  in  aberance  to  exploded  bibles  of  tradition  and  their  peculiar  faith  ?  The  most 
sahstantial,  shortest  road  to  happiness,  is  through  the  virtue,  purity  and  innocence 
imparted  by  religion.  The  religion  of  the  good  when  matured,  will  fill  the  world  with 
its  best  position,  rendering  mortols  most  happy.  Let  it  not  be  debauched  by  the  bibles 
of  tradition,  and  kept  behind  the  age  of  freedom.  We  need  the  absolute  conservation 
of  social  duties  and  relations.  Be  independent  of  the  world,  if  you  desire  truth  and 
virtue,  true  independence.  How  callous  must  be  the  world  when  it  affects  that  some 
■ay ;  this  is  my  belief,  and  that  it  may  be  perpetuated,  however  erroneous.  Proselyte 
in  good  if  practicable  ;  correct  and  teach  on  principles  ;  enlighten  on  science. 

What  is  to  protect  man,  but  the  great  conservative  social  principles  ?  If  man  in- 
fringe or  encroach  on  social  rights  and  duties,  thus  far  is  he  injured,  as  others  may  do 
the  same.  If  sophistry  be  admired,  sycophancy  must  be  practiced.  Both  are  in  an- 
tagonism to  truth,  a^  faith  i^nthout  religion.  We  desire  religion  that  we  can  be  pleased 
with,  having  afieetion  therefor.  If  it  cannot  be  a  pure  guide  or  light  for  safety,  it  ia 
mere  faith,  worae  to  its  friends  than  enemies.  Religion  demands  candor  and  decision 
on  lumorable  judgment,  or  silence  where  there  #i  not  certainty.  Religion  is  the  settled 
policy  of  the  system  of  principles.  Perverted  is  the  wretch  that  would  impugn  re- 
Ugion  or  its  sacred  precepts.  For  universal  brotherhood,  the  world  should  go  as  its 
frefttoBt  good,  next  to  religioD,  the  sacred  indispensable  duty  to  God.    Religion  is  the 
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moral  sublime  that  requires  well  posting  up  in  good  deeds,  thoughts  and  words.  It  is 
an  immortal  subject,  to  be  taken  hold  of  by  all  rational  minds.  True  religion  protect* 
and  commends  itself  to  mind,  for  the  world's  purification,  truth's  verification,  universal 
confidence.  Public  oaths  can  only  be  on  the  best  aflirmation,  and  that  should  be  aa 
sacredly  held  as  the  must  serious  declarations.  Religion  enjoins  sanctity  to  words,  as 
matters  of  fact  not  to  be  violated.  What  especial  merit  can  any  arrogate  to  themselvea 
on  the  profession  of  religion,  a  necessary  constituent  of  their  minds  1  Rational  educa- 
tion makes  religion  acceptable,  and  causes  it  to  differ  from  superstition.  What  enable 
us  to  get  the  right  advantage  of  the  world  ? — Principles.  The  highest  obligations  are 
due  society  and  religion.  What  has  religion  to  do  with  party  spirit  or  peculiar  faith  ? 
Religion  recognises  the  obligations  of  justice,  as  ever  paramount.  The  w^orld  must  go 
for  the  law  of  God,  nature,  mind,  religion,  reason  and  truth,  and  if  all  the  bibles  of 
tradition  are  antagonistic  to  them,  the^  should  be  at  once  excluded  the  world.  Why 
prate  about  religion,  when  it  is  essential  to  all.  '  It  cannot  be  too  cultivated,  as  evinced 
by  civilization  and  character,  the  wisest  and  most  intelligent  legislation,  freedom  of 
enlightened  speech  and  press.  The  common  interests  of  the  world  are  not  alienated, 
unless  the  sacred  rights  of  the  people  were  basely  violated.  Religion  is  not  for  sup- 
pression of  legitimate  passions,  as  monks  teach,  but  for  their  legitimate  enjoyment. 
You  need  the  only  religion  that  rational  mind  can  ask  for,  rational  religion,  and  that 
you  cannot  mature  without  rational  measures. 

We  seek  that  basis  which  is  competent  to  build  up  what  is  right,  not  merely  exclude 
aU  errors  ;  to  look  up  to  country,  parents,  and  the  world,  to  do  all  that  justice  requires. 

But  the  ostensible  reason  for  peculiar  faith,  is  on  account  of  man's  sins.  Now  that 
is  an  utter  defiance  of  mind's  analysis. 

Religion  has  an  identity  with  mind  inseparable  therefrom,  and  comprehends  the  whole 
duty  of  mind. 

It  is  a  constant  inspiration  of  God's  principles,  directed  by  a  true  analysis  of  mind. 

Sin  i»  an  accompaniment  of  man's  nature,  either  untaught  or  uncorrected,  and  nega- 
tives as  evil  the  proper  result  of  principles  of  conservation. 

Do  the  people  actually  know  what  they  want  or  need  1 

Have  they  rightly  analyzed  all  that  is  necessary  ? 

Do  they  know  what  analysis  of  the  subject  is  ? 

In  their  excitement  about  religion,  they  may  look  to  a  Messiah,  but  no  true  masterly 
analysis  can  affirm  this,  the  pretence  of  a  profession  that  thus  seeks  profit. 

What  is  religion  ?     The  best  duty  of  man,  to  God  and  man. 

How  does  man  show  it  ?  By  enlightened  mind  and  the  most  comprehensive  reason 
that  takes  in  the  compass  of  all  practicable  principles,  instituted  for  the  physical,  moral, 
and  religious  state  of  the  universe. 

What  mind  lacks  of  civilization,  it  lacks  of  essential  religion.  Then  rational  religion 
is  a  science  the  most  exalted  and  cultivated. 

The  most  energetic  powers  are  most  potent  of  good,  if  rightly  directed,  as  those  of 
steam,  while  the  innate  powers  of  mind  are  analogous  for  good  or  evil,  by  analogous 
direction. 

Religion  is  then  a  self-regulating  system,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  paying  forfei- 
ture for  any  delinquency,  if  it  did  not  soar  to  the  most  ennobling  emotions  and  object, 
an  eternal  homage  to  the  worthiest  being  in  creation. 

Assuredly  religion  is  the  true  foundation  for  avoidance  of  penalty,  that  must  requite 
for  duties  unperformed,  and  errors  committed,  the  noblest  guarantee  of  reward  for  duty 
done.  He  who  violates  any  principle,  must  necessarily  pay  forfeiture,  and  has  to  make 
restitution. 

Religion  teaches  the  general  avoidance  of  all  suspicious  persons  and  matters,  that 
may  corrupt  if  evil. 

The  best  command  of  the  elements  of  nature,  an  ever  present  subject,  presupposes  a 
proper  knowledge  of  her,  then  religion  to  master  her  duly,  must  be  the  science  of 
sciences. 

This  world's  beauties  and  virtues  are  too  often  read  amiss,  by  an  unthinking  and  un- 
grateful people. 

Their  construction  is  libel,  their  appreciation  is  too  ofVen  subversive  of  reasonable 
benefits. 

Mankind  seeks  to  improve  religion  that  belongs  to  all  minds,  not  to  peculiar  faiths. 

We  appreciate  what  religion  is,  not  by  feeling  alone,  but  by  enlightened  conscience 
when  it  can  refer  to  reason,  for  it  inquires  a  rational,  not  fanatical  conscience,  that 
towers  above  the  animal  feelings. 

What  is  religion,  then,  but  a  binding  again  the  mind  that  had  become  perverted  from 
the  innocence  of  infancy,  and  had  to  bo  rebound  in  the  purity  of  enlightened  conscience  1 
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Religion  is  then  the  action  of  mind  consistent  with  the  philosophy  in  life,  or  to  act 
best  the  philosophy  of  life. 

Religion  is  the  characteristic  of  mind  in  its  noblest  condition  of  life,  and  exerts  her 
full  sway  on  the  human  character  as  the  right  impress  of  God. 

All  religion  improves  the  mind  and  soul,  through  inherent  principles  that  ffuide  reason,' 
proportionately  to  the  cultivation  ;  and  none  can  perfect  the  conscience  that  does  not 
fiill  and  equitable  justice  to  both. 

Faith  that  represents  religion,  but  draws  back  from  mind  and  reason,  is  unworthy  the  re- 
spect of  either,  and  incapable  of  perfecting  conscience,  but  on  the  contrary,  must  pervert  it. 

Neither  peculiar  faidi,  bibles  of  tradition,  nor  their  professions,  have  anything  to  do 
with  rational  religion  that  stands  on  the  merits  of  the  Almighty. 

This  is  a  paramount  question,  not  of  bigotry  and  preconceived  notions,  the  off-casts 
of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  but  of  religion,  pure,  vital,  and  rational. 

Bibles  of  tradition  cannot  reveal  faith  of  religion. 

How  has  all  peculiar  faith  been  revealed  ?  By  priestocracy.  Is  that  worth  any- 
thing ?  Not  the  reading.  All  rational  beings  desire  religion  revealed  by  God,  that  is 
the  only  rational  one  of  principles,  and  can  be  no  other. 

But  in  regard  to  religion,  we  should  go  to  the  party  best  acquainted  therewith. 
Agreed — who  are  they  ?  The  professors.  Are  they  the  possessors  of  true  religion, 
or  peculiar  faith  ?  Are  they  interested  for  the  maintenance  of  doctrines  that  are  right, 
or  professions  that  are  profitable,  influential  and  powerful  ? 

Shall  we  not  go  to  mind  that  is  universally  endowed  when  sound,  with  the  innate 
faculties  and  principles  of  religion  ? 

When  we  are  told  to  seek  religion,  then  we  must  rightly  seek  to  improve  it  as 
possessed  by  all  rational  minds. 

All  nations  have  codes  graduated  to  their  state  of  civilization,  that  characterizes 
their  real  state  of  religion,  not  the  fictitious  one  of  peculiar  faitli. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  destroy  the  true  position  of  religion,  as  God  has  endowed 
every  mind  possessed  by  rational  beings  with  its  elements,  and  that  has  to  be  improved 
while  mind  survives  in  its  present  shape. 

What  then  remains  for  the  world  of  mind  to  do  ?  To  make  religion  a  pure  thing, 
peculiar  fiuth  must  be  abrogated,  as  the  last  has  no  reason  or  mind  but  sophistry,  animal 
feeling  and  bigotry,  the  cause  of  fanaticism. 

God  designed  religion  to  be  universal,  a  covenant  with  mind  from  first  to  last  in  his 
own  church. 

The  rite  universal,  is  mind^s  appropriate  cultivation  in  all  the  philosophical  science 
attainable  in  the  universe. 

The  Supreme  requires  no  right  impracticable,  therefore  he  gives  religion  that  is 
rational,  to  rational  beings. 

The  circumstances  of  mind,  and  the  context  of  reason,  define  religion.         ,f 

The  positive  safe  duty  of  man,  is  rational  religion,  and  honesty  and  truth  are  the 
great  comer  stones. 

All  mankind  has  by  the  gift  of  ^creation, -.  innate  principles  of  religion  that  pre-x 
eminently  distinguishes  man  from  the  brutes^to  be  carried  out  by  a  correct,  not  peculiar 
cultivation  of  mind,  else  it  is  to  be  perverted  by  treachery  to  mind  that  may  degrade 
Bitionsy  continents,  worlds,  a  universe  of  nations. 

Thus  many  lose  sight  of  purity  of  conscience,  from  want  of  cultivated  mind,  that  is^ 
liable  to  further  degradation  by  continued  perversion. 

The  Creator  alone  is  the  fo|intain  and  object  of  all  religion.  His  perfect  unity  con- 
stitutes its  purity.  None  other  can  be,  else  the  creature  is  equal  to  the  Creator.  All 
religion  must  be  pure  and  genuine,  else  the  fai£h  is  wrong  and  useless,  and  the  practice 
is  inconsistent  and  hurtful. 

You  either  seek  true  religion  or  the  reverse. 

If  the  first,  it  was  instituted  by  God  for  universal  good  ;  it  will  bear  and  court  inves- 
tigation through  reason  by  rational  mind.* 

If  nntrue,  it  is  impious  blasphemy,  and  ought  to  excite  the  voice  of  all  good  citizens 
of  the  world,  in  denouncing  it  by  a  general  condemnation. 

All  mankind  must  have  faith  of  some  kind,  for  good  or  evil. 

If  we  do  not  have  the  good,  the  evil  mudt  and  will  predominate  as  paramount 

Mankind  has  the  innate  principles  of  religion,  from  the  Creator. 

Ours  must  be  the  right  culture  of  this  invaluable  trust  fund,  as  ours  is  the  harvest. 

A  consistent  faith  will  insure  good  and  consistent  practice. 

All  rational  minds  seek  the  purest  religion. 

What  is  it  1  Is  it  peculiar,  or  universal  ?  Investigation  of  truth  only  decides  that  it 
amA  be  uniTenal  to  belong  to  God,  as  all  that  is  peculiar  belongs  to  man. 
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Many  think  that  faith  will  do,  whether  truth  sanctions  faith  or  not. 

Does  religion  consist  of  faith  and  practice  ? 

Let  us  analyze  the  first,  that  the  second  may  be  just  and  righteous. 

Is  the  faith  free  ?    All  is  under  truth  and  reason. 

What  is  the  only  test  for  mind  that  is  to  be  operated  on  ?  Reason.  Can  there  be 
any  other  at  all  ?     None  other  with  wise  or  honest  people. 

What  has  reason  then  to  do  ? 

She  has  to  operate  on  facts  presented. 

But  a  part  may  be  unseen  ? 

Then  her  aids,  analysis  and  analogy,  alone  can  act  for  universal  safety,  otherwise  a 
blind  and  dangerous  hypocrisy  results,  and  such  errors  as  the  history  of  mankind  truly 
shows  are  more  dangerous  than  a  state  of  ignorance,  for  the  state  of  the  first  must  be 
crime,  that  of  the  last  comparative  innocence. 

The  book  of  knowledge  is  the  Bible  of  Mind  addressed  to  the  understanding  of  man- 
kind, and  the  innate  monitor.  Conscience,  that  is  universal  to  rational  man,  wSl  disclose 
on  due  and  adequate,  investigation,  the  rejection  of  the  bibles  of  tradition. 

We  must  then  adopt  the  light  of  mind  and  reason  now,  at  once,  and  forever,  as  the  ^ 
only  safe  and  sound-minded  system.    All  others  are  those  of  the  monomaniac. 

Mind  has  the  faculty  of  religion  to  be  cultivated  to  elicit  conscience,  that  can  rightly 
face  the  Universe. 

God  initiated  all  minds  into  religion  by  innate  endowments. 

Religion  that  is  true,  upholds  the  Divine  dignity  of  God  in  universal,  not  peculiar 
powers. 

Religion  knows  what  is  law,  and  makes  friends  through  the  foundation  of  the  law. 

Wise  legislation,  one  of  her  best  aids,  must  cover  all  the  grounds  of  deficiency  in 
man's  codes. 

Have  we  a  system  of  religion  instituted  that  answers  the  demands  of  the  whole 
worlds  that  suits  mankind  in  its  most  exalted  character,  and  causes  it  to  be  united  in  one 
universal  brotherhood  ? 

None  short  of  the  true  belief  in  one  Almighty  Creator  of  the  Universe,  clothed  in  all 
power,  can  answer  and  fulfil  all  such. 

It  is  conceded  that  all  nations  have,  as  all  rational  beings  or  minds  need,  religion  in 
elemental  endowment.     The  great  object  is  to  give  it  the  right  direction. 

True  religion  must  be  that  of  civilization  to  suit  the  whole  world,  and  must  be  that 
of  science  and  philosophy  that  support  civilization  the  highest,  all  of  which  were  writ- 
ten by  God  in  his  works,  and  stamped  on  mind.  The  bibles  of  tradition  were  written 
afterwards,  thus  proving  themselves  counterfeit. 

Any  other  than  true  religion,  is  mythology. 

We  know  God  by  his  works ;  we  do  not  know  his  word  than  by  his  works  of  the 
Universe. 

Shall  we  be  unpopular,  to  seek  analysis  of  our  religion  ? 

We  seek  to  establish  religion,  morals,  and  government,  to  meet  the  world-wide  benefit 
of  mankind. 

To  understand  religion,  is  to  look  to  the  genuine  resources  of  religious  knowledge, 
and  that  promotes  practical  pie^  and  vital  religion  in  the  minds  of  all. 

A  true  conservative  revolution  will  cut  down  atheism,  polytheism,  and  all  secta- 
rianism. 

Then  we  shall  have  no  pilgrimage  to  pay  devotion  to  tlie  relics  of  the  pretended 
dead  saints,  or  to  the  absurd  notions  of  ecclesiastical  dictators,  by  penance  or  foUy, 
finding  the  God  of  the  Universe  omnipresent 

And  then  we  shall  cut  down  the  false  pretences  of  the  priests,  who  were  the  real 
beneficiaries  of  those  pious  frauds. 

No  less  shall  we  attain,  when  we  abolish  auricular  confession  that  creates  the  greater 
sin  of  the  priests. 

When  one  fraud  is  substituted  for  another,  which  is  the  gain  ? 

Neither  phylactery  nor  the  priests'  pretended  praying  oflf  sins,  nor  their  intercession 
for  pardon,  can  avail  one  iota. 

Man's  must  be  the  exertion,  and  by  right  actions. 

Let  us  not  mistake  true  religion. 

Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a  priest  to  obtain  pardon,  to  confess  the  sinner  and 
cause  him  perform  the  penances  which  are  imposed  ? 

Which  is  the  greatest  sinner  of  the  two  ?  The  priest,  of  course,  for  he  blasphemes 
God's  rights,  and  swindles  man's. 

Does  he  do  this  at  his  own  expense,  or  yours  ?  This  is  no  child's  play,  however 
fraudulently  he  acts ;  for,  although  he  gains  money  here,  he  atones  for  it  afterwards. 
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Shall  even  self-constituted  councils  decide  that  people  should  request  "  intercession 
of  saints  reigning  with  Christ  in  heaven  ;**  when  the  omnipresence  of  God  excludes 
all  such  as  useless  and  absurd  ? 

The  facul^  of  religion  is  universal  to  mind  that  is  rational,  as  sense  of  Deity  is  im- 
pressed on  mind.  It  is  a  perception  of  cause  and  effect,  and  is  a  universal  conviction 
that  is  perverted  as  mind  is  pen-erted. 

Religious  principles  were  instituted  by  God  himself,  elicited  by  deductions  of  reason. 

Education  must  l>e  rational  to  command  circumstances,  otherwise,  peculiar  as  the 
result  of  circumstances,  it  perverts  the  principles  of  religion  and  misdirects  them  to 
self-interest. 

It  is  enlightened,  liberal,  and  just  reason  that  is  to  free  us  from  the  rank  errors  of 
superstition  and  idolatry. 

Life  presents  a  perpetual  struggle  as  to  orthodoxy,  never  to  be  decided  but  upon  this 
principle. 

Religion  has  to  steer  clear  of  atheism,  and  polytheism  of  man  and  bibles,  therefore 
must  bow  to  the  majesty  of  God  by  the  fidelity  of  mind. 

The  beauty  of  it  is,  that  all  trinities  of  church,  state,  and  the  military,  are  the  abso- 
latism  of  polytheism  and  atheism,  and  all  such  are  elegantly  excluded  by  rational  reli- 
gion. 

The  brotherhood  of  the  world  is  hastening  by  all  legitimate  means  of  truth,  honesty, 
and  humanity  that  bless  mankind,  to  advance  the  principles  of  religion.  Let  a  benevo- 
lent commerce  carry  all  these  throughout  the  globe. 

Our  religious  persuasions  bind  us  to  show  proper  actions  and  morals,  manners  that 
decide  for  all  rational  beings  who  revere  God  and  respect  man. 

If  morals  be  not  exercised,  that  individual  has  no  practical  religion.  Theology  is  a 
free  and  rational  subject,  and  ought  to  be  discussed  fairly  and  rationally. 

There  is  as  much  reason  now  for  the  world  to  investigate  as  ever,  the  purest  prin- 
ciples of  religion. 

How  are  all  to  be  saved  ?  As  rational  beings,  by  the  influence  of  God's  ^ifls  that 
fell  on  aU  at  creation,  and  gave  to  each  the  innate  faculty  of  religion,  that  is  a  con- 
science that  should  be  enlightened  by  the  ways  of  wisdom,  virtue,  truth,  honesty,  and 
sincerity,  with  aU  the  elements  of  thought  and  science  to  best  meet  the  varied  grapple 
of  the  world,  and  look  in  all  its  deeds  to  God  and  his  pure  attributes  and  none  other,  as 
worthy  and  competent  to  do  all  for  mind. 

All  the  office  of  a  vicegerent  is  assumed,  usurped,  and  affected. 

God  manages  the  managers,  and  sincerely  rebukes  such  to  death,  for  abominable 
blasphemy. 

Thus,  what  is  called  the  skeptic's  acts,  are  the  most  worthy  of  the  world's  notice 
in  the  justice,  efficiency,  and  sufficiency  of  God  who  created  adl,  and  is  equal  to  its 
government  as  proved  m  that  of  the  whole  Universe. 

The  faith  of  religion  is  accompanied  by  truth  and  reason. 

While  religionists  rely  on  thoughts,  words,  actions,  and  works  to  be  recognised  'by 
God  as  the  b^t  practicable  evidence  to  those  interested,  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith 
refer  all  the  time  to  their  faith,  and  speak  of  works  as  intended  for  man's  not  God'n 
appreciation ! 

Religion  by  profession  is  ar  silent  manifestation  of  God's  principles,  while  peculiar 
faith  18  noisy  and  a  tell-tale  for  worldly  speculations,  a  blustering  bully  to  crush  the 
vorid. 

Religion  glories  in  rational  faith,  that  is  approved  of  by  God  and  man. 

If  we  do  not  possess  the  best  rational  faith,  we  are  liable  to  the  impositions  of  fanati- 
cal iaith  at  all  times,  for  which  we  have  to  thank  man  worship.  The  sooner  we  get 
right  in  religion,  the  better  for  liberty  and  freedom  of  mind.  * 

Whoso  is  opposed  to  religion,  is  opposed  to  God. 

Whoso  is  opposed  to  superstition,  and  peculiar  faith  of  all  kinds,  is  for  God. 

Wliere  dwells  practical,  vital,  rational  religion,  but  with  those  who  adore  the  living 
Sod! 

What  else  is  opposed  to  God  cannot  be  religion,  but  must  be  superstition  and  man- 
worship. 

Wliat  is  rational  is  just,  and  what  is  comprehensively  just,  is  religion — ^the  highest  duty 
to  God  paid  by  rational  mind. 

The  highest  position  attainable  in  religion,  and  that  proves  it,  is  that  which  brings 
rational  belief  and  action  all  the  time,  as  this  best  refers  to  the  best  standard — an 
enlightened  mind.     In  whose  keeping  is  religion  1 

In  the  minds  of  men  who  adoro  their  Gwi — Creator,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  those 
afta  the  order  of  Melchizedek  the  priest,  who  received  the  tenth  of  the  spoils  of  war  of 
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Abraham,  who  gave  this  power  to  take  ty thes,  and  to  realize  the  salary  of  millions  there- 
from, by  the  imposition  and  blasphemy  of  peculiar  faith — priestocracy,  who  enslaved  the 
world  by  their  false  pretences. 

Let  religion  have  none  of  the  habiliments  of  sordid  inducements.  The  dynasty  of  the 
priestocracy  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion,  that  is  too  sacred  for  this  vulgar  clan. 

The  greatest  humbuggery  is  carried  out  under  the  pretence  of  faith,  tliat  cannot  exist 
onless  rational ;  and  that  excludes  all  base  pretences. 

There  can  be  no  uniform  system  of  religious  principles  on  the  doctrine  of  peculiar 
faith. 

WHAT  IS  RELIGION  ? 

A  DiacBARGS  of  duty  most  faithfully  to  enlightened  conscience. 

Ought  we  to  have  organized  associations  to  carry  out  its  principles  ?  That  may  be 
very  well,  but  God  has  taken  care  of  the  elements,  and  man  carries  out  its  practical 
benefits  throughout  the  world. 

Truly  religion  is  all  over  the  world,  where  mind  is,  as  there  God  can  be  truly  repre- 
sented.    Civilization  supreme  can  best  impart  its  blessings,  and  expel  the  vilencss  of 
the  dark  ages  from  the  world. 
.  Do  you  seek  pure  vital  religion  ? 

Avoid  all  the  errora  and  vices  of  superstition. 

Then  mind  has  to  decide  between  them,  by  truth  and  honesty,  humanity  and  facts  of 
benefit. 

All  nations  of  the  whole  world  are  elevated  in  ratio  to  this  mental  elevation,  that  gives 
moral  elevation  ;  that  is  clear,  certain,  and  proved. 

All  should  seek  correction  of  rehgious  opinions  at  once  ;  as  all  the  errors,  vices  and 
violence  of  so<5iety  have  the  elements  of  its  destruction  for  the  vindication  of  principles. 

They  are  to  be  corrected  ere  ruin  strikes  down  the  whole. 

Let  us  rid  ourselves  of  all  such,  to  exclude  the  pirates  of  society  in  general  and  par- 
ticular, individuals  and  nations  that  must  be  rightly  checked. 

Our  ideas  of  religion  do  essentially  refer  directly  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe, 
on  recognition  of  its  organization,  whose  first  cause  is  immutable  as  he  is  perfect ;  but 
man  is  changeable,  as  he  is  imperfect. 

The  fault  is  in  the  individual  mind,  referable  either  to  disgraceful  ignorance  or  bigotry, 
that  pretends  that  the  Great  First  Cause  cannot  be  read  by  the  eye  of  science  in  his 
creation. 

The  more  correct  the  science,  the  more  correct  God^s  attributes  can  be  thereby,  and 
only  thereby,  portrayed.  All  others  are  false  pretences,  unworthy  the  rational  mind  of 
the  world. 

We  are  all  accountable  beings  to  the  one  living  God,  to  whom  the  highest,  purest 
principles  of  religion  present  the  true  emanations  of  mind  in  its  loftiest  aspirations. 

Can  there  be  any  more  genuine  conversion  of  mind  than  its  purest  rational  connection 
with  the  best  reverence  to  Almightly  God,  in  whom  it  justly  confides  with  the  most 
genuine  Humility. 

The  bible  of  rational  minds  asks  of  you,  a  reasonable  being,  to  reason  on  this  the  most 
reasonable  of  all  subjects,  otherwise  to  be  silent,  that  strife  be  not  recklessly  engendered, 
where  peace  can  be  maintained. 

The  sacraments  of  religion,  as  prayers,  are  good  actions. 

True  religion  seeks  to  correct  all  wholesale  errors. 

In  the  great  school  of  the  world,  the  whole  full  duty  of  rational  man  is  to  mankind, 
and  must  declare  the  true  issue  of  the  whole  relision  to  God. 

*    What  else  on  earth  can  it  do  to  correct  tliese  low  characters,  assuming  to  themselves 
the  benefit  of  man-worship,  excluding  Deity  from  his  riffhts. 

Religion  makes  everything  responsible  to  right  principles.  No  priestocracy  of  peculiar 
faith  can  stand  this  test. 

One  peculiar  system  supplants  the  preceding  as  deficient,  or  the  subsequent  goes  to 
vd  the  prior. 

All  good  citizens  need  proper  systems  of  government  and  religion  ;  no  peculiar  code 
suits,  as  the  code  of  God  is  supreme,  all-wise,  and  universal. 

We  need  a  high  morale  for  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  that  ancient  records  cannot 
give  as  adequate  to  the  civilization  of  man  and  justice  to  Deitv. 

All  the  ancient  systems  of  peculiar  faith  must  be  universally  rejected,  as  inadequato 
to  the  morale  needed  at  the  present  day. 

Then  nations  will  not  seek  to  prevent  others  doing  what  they  should  do  at  home,  that 
is,  aecure  a  government  that  give  the  blessings  of  constitutional  and  religious  liberty. 
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The  JQAtice  t>f  ^e  bible  of  rational  imnd  does  not  etop  at  wkat  ib  forced  by  raitional 
Uw,  or  popular  correct  opinion.  It  instituted  all  that  is  right  all  the  time,  and  com* 
mences  at  the  commencement,  rejecting  delusions  of  the  worid,  and  what  are  too  often 
miscaned  time-honored  caatoms,  deeming  all  unworthy  of  freemen;  adopting  none  but 
reason-honored,  tlie  wisest  suggestions. 

This  code  places  it  a«  the  height  of  absurdity  to  take  a  half  civiliKed  people  and  make 
them  and  their  institutions  examples  for  all  time  to  come,  aa  models  for  morals  and  etliica 
of  science  and  faith,  when  rational  mind  knows  them  to  be  preposterous. 

Religion  leads  rational  mind  to  view  all  thinsa  correctly.  It  teaches  us  that  a  su- 
preme intelligent  God  rales  nature  and  mind,  and  that  materialism  is  utterly  incompetent 
ID  the  universe,  and  that  all  are  in  abeyance  to  Almighty  God. 

The  piinciple  of  causation  is  ever  present  to  rational  mind,  to  correct  the  endless 
theories  and  speculations  of  the  world,  that  otherwise  oaa  be  penreited  by  atheists  and 
polvtheists. 

This  destroys  the  advocacy  of  all  bibles  of  traditioa. 

Religion  is  dne  to  the  constitution  of  our  nature. 

He  that  resorts  to  peculiar  faith  divests  himself  of  religion  to  that  extent  as  he  that 
resorts  to  «mall  acts  and  conning  has  no  grea/t  parts  nor  wisdom.  The  sword  or  soph* 
istrv  is  the  only  means  of  propagating  peculiar  faith  ;  both  are  by  absolutism. 

What  honest  and  truthful  republican  can  adopt  any  such  base  means  ?  The  light  of 
religion  is  bj  rational  imftruction,  and  must  be  science,  philosophy)  reason,  and  truth,  to 
rparh  the  mmd  successfully. 

Neither  skepticism,  infidelity  nor  peculiar  faith  can  stand  before  the  tribunal  of  rational 
r>»ligiott. 

Mystery  is  excluded  bv  reason,  that  appreciates  the  right  and  virtuous  power  in  society. 

Genuine  religion  speaks  to  universal  humanity,  and  cannot  exist  in  the  atmosphere  of 
peculiar  faith. 

She  establishes  social  relations  on  the  right  basis,  exempt  from  aatagonisra ;  and  refers 
to  the  virtues  of  self-government,  and  reliance  on  Deity  alone. 

She  discards  all  mysticisms  of  peculiar  faith,  and  all  such  systems. 

She  adopts  mind  as  the  universal  agent  for  the  universe,  in  regard  to  its  relations,  and 
thus  establishes  its  only  legitimate  responsibility. 

She  enables  us  to  ei^joy  the  present,  and  be  prepared  to  receive  our  change  for  other 
^spheres  at  any  moment. 

She  considers  the  principles  of  safety  are  to  be  duly  estimated  in  the  capacity  of  mind, 
and  that  sin  is  the  negative  of  good,  the  antagonism  of  conservative  principles. 

She  enables  mind  to  dismiss  its  superstitious  views  and  fears,  and  estimate  the  idea 
of  hellofire  and  brimstone  as  old  as  the  volcanoes,  and  no  doubt  originating  therefrom ; 
4nd  that  volcanoes,  so  far  from  being  the  evidence  of  a  worlds  conflagration,  that  they 
are  actually  safety  valves. 

Satan,  who  is  considered  the  god  of  evil,  and  enemy  •f  mankind,  extinct  anyhow,  has 
no  lecahty  if  hell  has  no  rational  existence. 

Wonld  the  atmosphere  of  the  earth  actually  suffice  to  destroy  it  by  conflagration? 
How  can  that  be  accomplished  $  Let  the  wiseacres'  generations  decide,  as  tbey  have 
tinkered  at  all  such  things  the  lifietime  of  superstition  and  false  philosophy. 

Bat  new  stars  have  appeared,  and  oM  ones  disappeared.  What  astronomer  can  pre- 
load to  more  than  that  they  are  performing  their  revolutions  in  their  mighty  orbits. 

What  astronomer  can  pretend  to  assume  the  perfect  knowledge  of  the  splendid  science 
of  astronomy  ?  • 

Religion  teaches  as  to  inquire  what  would  God  want  with  angels  to  deliver  messages 
«>n  this  earth,  when  principles  perform  the  functions  of  the  uniterse,  representing  a  per- 
fect omnipresence,  as  quick  as  thou^t,  over  the  whole  universe  ? 

With  such  powers  as  electricity.  Deity  can  moveHhe  universe,  and  with  principles  he 
can  command  the  whole,  as  they  can  vindicate  themselves  if  not  obeyed. 

It  is  mind  that  acts,  all  the  time  obedient  to  those  universai  constituents,  as  principles 
«an  only  be  addressed  to  that  faculty,  otherwise  there  could  be  no  responsibility. 

God  at  first  did  ail  most  munificently,  that  is  fiJsely  claimed  for  Messiahship  ail  after 
pretences  of  man. 

Religion  is  a  necessary  indispensable  constituent  of  oiind,  and  should  be  pure. 

She  cormideis  good  actions  as  prayers,  and  necessarily  constant  protection  without 
hypoerisy  or  partinnship. 

Conventions  of  mind  may  seek  to  perfect  the  standard  of  religion — rational  religion — 
but  at  prpsent  that  is  impossible,  unless  rational  mind  codid  buiat  forth  in  its  sovereign 
matorHj  of  intellect  and  excellence. 

Mind,  in  its  inquiry  for  what  is  bent  to  be  done  for  society,  wishes  the  best  good  faith 
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fiincer&ly  carried  out,  else  social  qualitieB  are  mere  pretences,  and  show  the  fragments  of 
principles. 

The  best  organized  code  must  present  liberal,  enlarged,  and  just  views,  social,  moral,, 
and  religious,  as  much  as  needed  by  enlightened  freemen,  that  exacts  enlightened  public 
opinion  and  sentiment. 

We  need  pure  and  fearless  actions,  as  pure  and  enlightened  views,  else  we  only  realize 
a  very  small  proportion  of  our  rights  and  interests. 

It  is  not  by  faith,  but  by  deeds  and  actions  all  the  time,  that  mind^s  excellence,  the 
only  thing  affording  us  cognizance,  can  be  fully  tested. 

it  is  almost  impossible  with  the  finite  mind,  to  define  exactly  for  all  future  time,  any 
exact  code  of  morals  and  religion,  as  the  progress  of  mind  is  upward,  and  its  excellence 
and  worth  advance  in  its  general  science  and  philosophy. 

It  is  for  that  reason  that  we  must  discard  all  that  accords  not  full  and  fair  principles. 

Religion  embraces  professions  of  rational  faith,  and  due  performance  of  correct  actions, 
as  exact  as  science,  and  lovely  as  philosophy. 

Upright,  trutliful,  and  honest  conduct  before  the  world  is  the  best  morals  and  religion. 

The  rational  view  of  religion  is  the  only  best  one  in  life,  otherwise  a  reckless  u>u8e 
of  reason  in  sectarian  faith  may  beget  an  analogous  one  in  regard  to  God.  You  cannot 
serve  God  and  Messiah  at  the  same  time,  as  Mahomet,  Christ,  or  any  others. 

You  cannot  have  religion  and  peculiar  faith  at  one  and  the  same  time  ;  the  thing  is 
impossible  for  genuine  purity. 

The  least  that  the  bible  of  mind  can  propose,  is  mind^s  best  reverence  for  God  of  the 
universe,  who  is  worthy  of  all  praise  as  the  correct  standard  for  mind  to  exalt  its  purity, 
and  promote  by  his  omnipotence  its  most  correct  appreciation. 

The  cause  of  religion  is  sacred  and  holy,  and  belongs  to  universal  mind,  with  an 
enlightened  conscience.     Who  dare  pollute  this  sacred  function  of  Divine  right  ? 

We  shall  never  establish  the  safety  and  peace  of  the  whole  world  on  the  equitable 
basis  of  civilization  until  we  recognise  the  true  principles  of  religion,  that  God  ha& 
instituted. 

True  religion  secures  a  universal  brotherhood,  the  greatest  universal  prosperity  that 
secures  itself  most  successfully  to  individuals. 

Religion  has  existed  from  and  along  with  first  created  human  nature.  God  does  not 
exact  of  it  sacrifices  of  victims — ^human  or  brute — as  burnt,  or  blood,  or  mind  ofiferings, 
but  he  does  require  the  pure  excellences  of  mind. 

All  that  tolerate  and  practice  all  or  any  of  these  sacrifices  are  not  his  genuine  adorers. 

Rational  religion  does  not  tolerate  or  practice  ceremonies  that^  do  not  constitute? 
religion. 

A  want  of  true  civilization  prevents  the  perfection  of  the  bible  of  mind — ^the  universal 
code  for  the  world.     Its  completion  must  be  sought  in  the  mighty  future. 

In  the  analysis  of  the  universal  condition  of  the  earth  and  man,  we  find  that  man^s  first 
simple  hunter  state  shows  a  rude  one  of  society ;  where  the  wife  is  vassal,  and  man 
may  be  cannibal,  with  the  grossest  idolatry  and  superstition,  as  well  observed  by  the 
Honorable  John  Quincy  Adams. 

The  second  state — ^the  shepherd  or  pastoral,  exhibits  polygamy  and  idol  worship. 

The  third  evinces  the  state  of  agriculture,  and  the  title  of  the  soil  besins  to  show  the 
rudiments  of  better  society  :  and  the  fourth,  the  citizen  seeks  to  complete  civilization, 
where  science  and  philosophy  can  flourish,  and  religion  triumph. 

The  difficulty  has  been  from  vassalage  of  mind,  that  by  force  of  education  bound  to 
customs,  has  engendered  castes  in  all  countries.' 

Peculiar  education  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  things  to  mind — the  commander  of 
the  world^s  elements,  and  the  aspirant  to  universal  immortality. 

Books  of  Tradition,  Bibles,  or  any  other  as  they  are  called,  can  then  never  do  to  reh- 
on  as  authority,  for  they  reflect  the  state  of  barbarism  of  their  age  and  people. 

The  grade  of  anterior  civilization  in  any  of  the  four  states  of  man, — the  hunter,  shep- 
herd or  pastoral,  agricultural,  or  civilized, — is  not  high  enough  for  mind  that  seeks  the 
best  lights. 

The  mighty  soul  of  the  world  of  time  and  sense,  is  enlightened  intellect. 

Mind,  in  the  best  state  of  civilization  has  to  guard  against  the  vitiation  of  a  mor)>id 
taste,  to  which  too  many  books  cater. 

Civilization,  the  highest  state  of  man's  existence,  has  to  look  forward  and  upwards 
for  the  noblest  organization,  and  can  never  look  backwards  with  justice.  Paramount 
lights  should  be  held  to,  as  worth  all  the  balance. 

Wise  laws,  and  those  well  executed,  do  away  with  much  ferocious  retaliation. 

If  we  do  not  have  wise,  legal,  rational  institutions,  we  shall  suffer  by  those  assuming 
to  take  law  into  their  own  hands. 
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N«t  to  properly  resist  injuries  is  to  invito  them. 

We  demand  wise  and  just  laws — ^national  and  international,  and  thus  we  render  evils, 
in  redress,  the  least. 

How  is  it,  that  though  all  possess  the  innate  principles  of  religion,  that  few  can  be- 
liere  m  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries  ? 

Because  religion  is  divested  of  all  such  trash. 

The  minds  that  are  rational  and  duly  educated  are  so  constituted,  that  reason  only 
can  prove  to  them  all  that  is  required.  They  must  be  hypocrites  to  own  knowingly  any 
other  power. 

AH  can  be  rational  religionists,  while  the  few  affect  to  be  spiritual,  yet  these  two 
cannot  be  separated. 

All  the  faith  that  can  be  given  as  evidence  of  things  iiot  seen  or  spiritual,  is  no  less 
rational  than  of  things  seen,  else  it  is  irrational  and  tanatical. 

Philosophy,  not  priestocracy,  should  introduce  religion. 

Genuine  preachers  are  not  politicians,  but  must  adopt  analysis  of  Nature,  which  is 
obUsatory  on  aU  rational  minds. 

The  organization  of  industrial  labor,  legislation,  and  improvement  of  religioa,  are  to 
promote  universal  happiness  that  no  peculiar  people  can  appropriate. 

The  confined  limits  of  pastoral  and  rude  society  in  which  the  bibles  of  priestocracy 
originated,  cannot  begin  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  world  for  labor,  legislation,  and  civil- 
italiotL 

The  mighty  circumference  of  the  globe  nmst  be  embraced,  and  all  conservative 
principles  adopted. 

We  must  address  ourselves  to  the  Universe  when  we  seek  the  immortality  of  the 
Mul,  and  all  the  means  of  self-preservation. 

The  religion  of  civilization  cannot  go  back,  when  cultivated  mind  goes  forward  anil 
upward. 

There  is  bat  one  true  way  of  obtaining  proper  knowledge  of  God,  and  that  by  the 
purest  reason. 

Revelation  is  only  tradition,  both  false,  if  not  conformable  to  the  law  of  reason. 

Rational  mind  must  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  whole,  not  a  part  of  the  world. 

The  religion  of  all  countries  of  the  whole  world,  is  that  due  one  eternal  God,  to  pro- 
peily  support  alone  the  foundations  of  civil  society. 

A  mediator  implies  a  division  of  Deity *s  rights,  a  gross  absurdity,  not  to  aay  impiety. 
How  can  that  be  religion,  in  any  sense  of  the  word  ? 

Religion  and  civilization  accompany  each  other,  and  give  no  sway  to  inordinate  pas- 
sions, but  direct  them  in  the  legitimate  track,  requiring  as  the  best  giuirantee  for  man^s 
deoortment,  the  most  effectual  responsibility. 

No  code  of  religious  belief  that  puts  off  responsibility  to  another  world,  caa  be 
effectual. 

The  day  of  judgment,  if  deferred  beyond  the  grave  for  indeiinite  time  thereafler,  is 
too  long  delayed. 

The  speediest  is  the  most  effectual  of  the  two,  as  it  meete  all  the  functions  of  mind 
and  soul. 

The  more  successfully  the  world  approaches  uniformity  in  science,  the  more  it  suc- 
ceeds in  civilization  and  religion. 

Mind  well  endowed  and  imbued  in  principles  and  mannera,  will  do  the  promptings  of 
humanity,  philanthropy,  and  patriotism,  of  course,  religion. 

The  most  effectual  help  in  this  world,  is  that  emanating  from  self,  aided  by  God. 

He  that  asks  the  respect  of  the  world,  must  first  respect  himself. 

Of  all  this  before  God,  man  must  show  himself  worthy. 

Pure  religion  ever  addresses  mind,  the  beneficiary,  to  secure  the  soundest  view«. 

We  need  the  only  true  great  and  sublime  truths  of  religion,  and  never  get  them  short 
of  the  only  pure  exhaustless  fountain  of  creation^s  God,  the  sublime  Creator  of  the 
Universe. 

If  you  den^  this  position,  you  expose  your  vulgar  ignoraoee  and  stupidity  in  belief  of 
impossible  things  as  miracles,  that  reverse  the  order  of  Ntture. 

The  true  gospel  is  what  mind  directs  under  rea«on^s  sanction,  but  the  people  are  ex- 
cluded from  that  by  reason  of  peculiar  faith,  are  libelled  in  their  divine  rights  and  are 
notjnstified  as  their  own  vindicators,  but  treated  aa  children  and  slaves. 

Ine  word  of  the  God  of  the  Universe  addresses  the  enlightened  and  accurate  reason 
of  mind. 

Revealed  religion,  is  by  the  revebition  of  rational  mind. 

Much  is  yet  to  be  revealed  in  the  progress  of  science  and  impiovemeat  of  mind,  that 
nnt  finish  its  readings  in  the  Universe. 
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The  works  of  God  and  his  best  creation-gift,  etdightened  mind,  teach  mankind  belter 
than  all  other  means. 

What  other  than  mind  has  claim  to  sacredness  of  character  in  this  analysis  ? 

No  nation  can  have  true  faith  but  in  the  government  and  religion,  that  emanate  fronn 
leason. 

Good  and  evil  are  manufactured,  as  mind  is  enlightened  or  perverse. 
•  If  rationalists  are  right,  absolutists  must  be  wrong. 

Is  not  religion  engrafted  on  mind,  pre-eminently  superior  to  all  professions  1 

Pure  and  upright  religion  belongs  to  mind,  properly  nurtured  in  no  faith  but  that  of 
God. 

Who  can  create  any  system  of  religion  1 

There  can  be  only  one  orthodox,  corrected  by  time,  subject  to  reason's  sway,  not 
man^s  notions  or  notion's  foUy.     That  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  catholic. 

Such  demands  free,  independent,  and  honest  opinion,  to  convince  the  world  of  the 
justness  of  the  faith  advocated. 

God  addresses  all  rational  minds  to  preserve  the  deep  truths  of  duty,  and  none  are 
left  destitute  of  principles,  or  entirely  to  themselves. 

All  the  Universe  is  operated  on  by  God's  inspiration  constantly,  by  or  through  con- 
science, the  vigUant  monitor 

God  addresses  minds  all  the  time. 

The  bible  of  God  is  the  bible  of  enlightened  mind,  whose  aid  is  necessarily  invoked 
for  a  world's  age.  Who,  and  what  the  authority  is,  what  the  whole  documents  and 
circumstances  are,  the  Universe  proves.  Study  it  as  to  be  mastered,  on  eternal  prin- 
ciples. 

Church  membership  is  a  fictitious  advantage,  and  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with 
peculiar  iaith  contamination. 

Religion  elevates  the  standard  of  public  morals  to  the  most  exalted  capacity. 

Religion  is  mistaken  W  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  for  the  inspiration  of  sancti- 
fication  as  an  impulse ;  feeling,  instead  of  reason,  acted  on  through  mind  or  soul. 

Religion  invokes  all  the  aid  of  principles  to  meet  best  and  most  successfully,  the 
trials,  difhculties,  misfortunes,  and  evils  of  life. 

She  teaches  that  mere  revenge  may  degrade  and  injure  her  foUowers,  whereas  prin- 
ciples vindicate  themselves  and  give  the  highest,  the  only  moral  victory.  Any  systems  or 
creeds  of  peculiar  opinions  and  faith  that  are  antagonistic  to  the  progress  of  just  prin- 
ciples, are  hyenas  in  society. 

To  meet  the  wants  of  the  world  and  the  majority  of  minds,  we  need  a  proper  com- 
prehensive code  of  religion,  not  peculiar  faith,  that  will  satisfy  the  whole  globe,  as  mind 
is  so  organized  from  its  constituent  faculties,  that  reason  must  hold  the  sway,  else 
truth  and  sincerity  cannot  abide.  Such  code  will  exclude  the  licensed  tyranny  and 
corruption  of  society. 

But  religion  is  not  philosophy,  the  peculiar  faith  people  would  think. 

It  is  the  highest  state  of  philosophy  that  recognises  the  accountability  of  all  rational 
beings  to  G^,  and  rendering  due  responsibility  of  itself,  thereby  proving  its  innate 
faculty  available  by  the  mind's  inherent  powers. 

All  enlightened  minds  will  seek  to  be  saved  by  the  true  salvation. 

What  is  to  save  not  only  the  world  but  the  Universe  ?  is  tlie  earnest  inquiry. 

Who  can  do  so  1  None,  but  the  Creator,  who  appreciates  their  wants,  and  provides 
for  tlieir  preservation  on  universal  principles. 

Providence  eternal,  ever  living,  never  dying  God  meets  the  points,  and  decides  the 
whole  question.  Why  are  there  so  many  stupid  errors  about  religion,  in  every  age  of 
the  world? 

It  was  the  base  self-interest  of  the  priests,  and  the  degradation  of  explosion  to  the 
fiiith-notions  of  the  profession,  that  caused  its  death4ike  support. 

But  let  rational  mind  reflect. 

Nothing  can  be  done  on  earth  without  mind,  then  it  is  palpably  absurd  to  say  that 
reason  has  no  hand  in  religltNi. 

None  but  faith-jugglers  cah'  pretend  to  any  contrary  idea. 

So  far  then  as  bod  and  his  attributes  are  proveable  by  his  works,  so  ^  is  religion 
proveable,  the  highest  of  all  kinds  of  rational  faiths. 

The  laws  should  take  cognizance  of  all  cases  necessary  in  a  free  country  ;  none  beingf 
above  the  laws  as  above  morals  and  religion,  the  supremacy  of  principles. 

Man  should  not  be  so  regarded  as  to  permit  false  positions  to  create  his  own  wrong 
and  injury. 

Those  who  reject  reason  in  religion,  are  unwise  and  unreasonable.  Are  they  honest 
meni 
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If  mind  and  reason  be  left  out,  folly  must  be  surely  adopted.  Pious  frauds  cannot 
supersede  God's  religion. 

rhiiosopby  is  the  height  of  all  wisdom ;  it  is  the  binding  of  common  and  proper 
sense  with  the  best  learning,  the  best  and  exact  knowledge  of  science. 

It  constitutes  then  the  most  perfect  code  for  religion,  that  venerates  with  the  lofliest 
tidoration,  God,  as  perfect  and  pure,  who  could  not  be  less  concerned  for  man^s  preser- 
radon  than  for  his  creation. 

As  God  created,  he  has  to  preserve  man  in  the  circumstances  of  free  agency. 

As  to  any  other  solation,  it  is  man's  work  and  pretences. 

Mind  and  reason  eminently  meet  all  points  and  all  cases  practicable  in  religion. 

The  God  of  mind  and  reason  cannot  record  these  paramount  claims  to  be  superseded 
or  discarded,  by  any  minor  ones,  by  books  of  tradition  that  have  false  science  and 
eysiem  of  faith. 

Children,  infants,  show  depraved  and  perverted  minds,  from  perverted  minds  and  de- 
praved examples  for  generations.  Now  the  only  thing  that  can  timely  and  properlv 
counteract  all  that,  is  by  proper  cultivation  of  that  very  mind.  That  is,  essential. 
But  were  it  not  for  the  bible  of  Moses,  mind  could  know  nothing  of  God  !  This  is  the 
modesty  of  fiilse  pretences,  with  a  vengeance  !  The  whole  universe  rebukes  the  infamous 
pretension. 

The  school-bo^  by  causation  or  the  commonest  principles  of  cause  and  effect,  can 
decide  this  question  fully  and  satisfactorily,  that  there  must  be  a  great  first  cause,  and 
all  the  rest  created  beings. 

Bui  the  priestly  machinery  has  been  sprung  upon  mind  in  all  ages,  and  instead  of 
one  great  first  cause,  mind  has  been  forced  by  brute  force  and  ignoble  goveniment, 
butcheries,  poisons,  inquisitions,  proscriptions,  excommunications  and  all  manner  of 
ecclesiastical  tvranny,  to  look  to  the  number  of  Gods,  whether  of  millions  or  Trinity, 
that  best  suited  the  reigning  dynasty  of  the  priestocracy,  whose  immediate  interest  was 
directly  involved,  including  their  cliques  and  foul  crowds  who  have  Ucked  the  dust  off 
the  feet  of  degraded  priests,  like  men  putting  themselves  in  harness  of  brutes  and 
asaes,  to  haul  harlequins  and  actresses  about. 

The  world  can  see,  if  it  choose,  the  amplest  reason  for  the  exclusion  of  the  God  of 
the  universe  by  the  world's  priestocracy,  as  those  of  Egypt,  and  burying  moral  force, 
brutalizing  mind  in  all  respects,  causing  it  to  worship  idols  and  animals. 

AU  such  creeds  and  bibles,  just  as  bad  from  remotest  antiquity,  had  been  debased, 
deformed  by  horrid  depravity,  animal  sacrifices,  excommunications  in  this  life,  and 
eternal  damnation  in  that  to  come.  The  potential  power  of  priests,  arms,  and  curses  rarely 
forgave,  so  that  the  most  reasonable  of  all  reasonable  propositions,  the  plainest  and 
most  direct  truths  to  mind,  have  been  degraded  to  its  deepest  perdition,  enslavement 
and  mastery. 

Religion  is  necessarily  a  science,  the  exactness  of  which  will  be  the  work  of  civili- 
ladon. 

Rational  religion  meets  the  case  of  all  rational  beings,  and  institutes  for  them  the 
order  of  universal  brotherhood  and  union,  that  embrace  the  security  and  dignity  of  all 
mankind,  causing  it  to  look  through  creation  to  the  Creator. 

Religion  causes  all  rational  beings  to  rely  on  consistent  conduct  through  life,  and 
innocence  as  the  only  safe  position.     It  is  the  comprehensive  tuition. 

An  honest  belief  or  faith  can  only  embrace  the  result  of  God's  attributes,  the  proper 
bible  faith  of  rational  mind. 

No  other  bible  itself  can  exist  as  true,  therefore  its  peculiar  faith  falls  off*  certainly. 

The  majority,  fortunately,  of  the  world  at  no  time,  has  receivAl  one  such  faith,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  believe,  never  will. 

All  minds  that  are  sane,  believe  in  God  with  genuine  faith.  They  thus  prove  them- 
selves rational  beings.  But  the  most  outrageous  action  is  to  arrest  the  advance  of 
mind  by  condemning  all  the  rational  codes  of  religion  to  bibles  of  tradition,  like  arrest-^ 
iug  all  constitutions  of  correct  government  that  are  never  to  be  remodeled,  because  the 
fir^t  has  been  written.  Can  God  or  his  religion  be  booked  at  once?  Are  they  both 
sobstantially  appreciated  in  the  dark  days  of  superstition,  ignorance  and  pastoral  ages  ? 

Can  the  world  be  civilized  in  one  day  1 

Does  that  accord  with  all  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 

Science  the  best  and  perfect,  and  philosophy  the  most  exact  alone,  enable  us  to  see 
that  our  construction  of  God's  attributes,  mercy  and  justice  especially,  do  not  clash. 
When  the  Jews  were  the  peculiar  chosen  people  of  God,  having  their  lights  and  all  the 
world  else  blank,  then  justice  and  mercy  clash. 

Then  we  can  plainly  see  that  mind's  imperfect  views,  such  as  these,  clash  ;  and  that 
prove  to  a  certainty,  man  being  wrong.     God  is  all  wise  and  just,  and  gives  a  consistent 
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religion.  Then  mind  has  to  seek  it  of  God,  by  the  lights  and  requirements  of  mind's 
concentrated  attribute,  philosophical  science,  and  cannot  ever  possess  its  first  ele- 
ments from  a  degraded  priestocracy. 

All  rational  beings  are. created  with  innate  faculties  of  such  religion  that  is  elicited 
to  mind  by  reason,  that  proves  mind  above  all  brute  matter,  and  reflects  a  possession 
otherwise  never  appreciated. 

The  will  and  faith  must  ever  follow  reason  in  religion  where  freedom  of  mind  abides. 

Reason  can  never  be  dictated  to  by  the  will  and  with,  which  would  be  absolutism. 

The  great  religious  question  carries  in  its  bosom  the  solution  for  future  blessings  of 
the  wide  world. 

The  only  fair,  honest  and  honorable  test  of  true  religion,  is  the  best  performance  of 
duty  to  the  unity  of  the  only  eternal  Supreme  being.  A  belief  in  more,  shows  Poly- 
theism,  a  detraction  from  the  universal  attributes  of  God. 

What  available  prayers  can  wise  and  good  men  have,  but  their  best  communings 
wiUi  God,  to  correct  themselves,  not  expecting  to  change  God,  but  reform  themselves 
with  virtuous  thoughts,  words  and  deeds,  doing  as  well  as  wishing  the  best  for  their 
country,  and  securing  by  good  conduct  the  glory  of  such  deeds. 

When  the  empire  of  unity  triumphs,  then  freedom  does  so.  Religion  does  not,  can- 
not, rest  on  sectarian  peculiar  faith,  but  on  conservative  principles.  Such  are  adopted 
by  rational  religion.  How  eminently  characteristic  are  God's  liberal  principles  !  They 
hiave  no  brute  force,  no  compulsion,  no  blue  laws  and  codes,  and  black  ages  to  protect, 
no  mysteries  to  conceal,  no  inquisitorial  anathemas  to  enforce.  All  is  gentle,  kind  and 
persuasive,  through  their  legitimate  basis  the  most  lovely. 

True  religion  is  worthy  of  the  most  unbounded  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  world » 
whilst  peculiar  faith  is  unworthy  the  respect  of  slaves,  and  the  sooner  rejected  the  better. 

Religious  elements  invariably  and  universally  refer  to  innate  principles  and  faculties 
at  creation  of  each  mind,  while  all  the  pretences  of  peculiar  faith  refer  to  the  teaching 
of  particular  and  partial  dogmas,  or  especial  tenets  at  subsequent  time  on  the  capital  of 
religion. 

After  all  the  peculiar  educations,  God  has  erected  one  universal  standard,  the  Uni~ 
verse,  to  disck>8e  to  mind,  its  brightest  jewel,  all  that  is  rational. 

Worthy  citizens,  begin  at  the  point  of  peculiar  faith,  to  feel  serious  about  religion 
which  all  rational  minds  possessed. 

But  what  have  preserved  them  already  from  the  ills  and  snares  of  the  perverted 
world,  but  vital  principles  and  God,  their  author,  who  are  ever  present  to  mind  ? 

In  the  case  of  rational  religion,  principles  govern  the  whole  platform  for  mind^ 
through  reason  up  to  God. 

Religion  asks  the  best  recognition  of  intelligent  minds. 

Man  s  faith  is  laid  in  mystery  for  sinister  purposes,  but  mind's,  that  is,  God's  religion, 
is  anything  but  a  mystery,  as  it  is  connected  with  the  performance  of  duty,  as  plain  as 
reason,  and  as  honest  as  truth. 

Resolve  religion  into  its  primary  elements,  and  we  must  recognise  truth,  honesty, 
virtue,  as  all  oSxei  constituents  of  a  good  conscience. 

What  have  mystery  and  faith  to  do  with  these,  that  the  better  understood  the  better 
for  the  world  1 

Religion  is  to  be  cultivated  with  alt  upright  intentions,  but  all  the  seeking  to  eternity 
will  not  improve  it,  unless  on  the  right  basis.  The  Almighty,  who,  as  the  Creator  of 
mind,  the  beneficiary,  must  be  the  dispenser  of  grace  that  he  alone  created. 

All  kinds  of  faith,  but  rational,  are  incompatable  with  true  government  of  God, 
mind,  or  liberal  princf))les. 

The  world's  fund  is  for  mind,  which,  having  the  fund  of  due  cultivation,  presents  the 
solution  to  the  Universe  in  the  harvest  of  time  of  true  religion. 

Among  the  worst  tyrannies  of  the  world,  is  the  proscription  of  rational  discussion 
and  equitable  decision  about  religion. 

If  mind's  position  be  right  in  reli^on  especially,  what  cares  it  an  iota  for  free  and 
fair  investigation  with  rational  discussion  ?  The  best  rights  are  there  rightly  promoted, 
instead  of  abridged. 

Religion  therefore  seeks  all  such,  to  best  establish  its  paramount  claims. 

Innocence  and  purity  never  sneak  from  the  contest  in  the  conflicts  of  faith,  certainly 
never  get  rid  of  the  arguments  by  any  but  fair  and  honorable  means,  and  leave  abuse  to 
the  unprincipled  opposition  that  needs  it. 

Public  opinion  enlightened  must  be  paramount,  as  the  people's  rights  are  paramount. 

Intellectual  people  seek  to  improve  their  religion  inherent  in  mind  by  creation  right, 
from  the  right  source,  by  the  right  way,  and  at  the  right  time,  functions  that  cannot  be 
^ed  except  by  the  Giver. 
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Of  course  they  cannot  find  any  in  any  Messiah,  as  that  is  absurd  and  idle. 

No  Messiah  short  of  Deity,  could  save  himself  at  the  last  trying  moment  from  the 
am  of  blasphemy,  how  then  save  others  by  that  heinous  sin  ? 

The  world  needs  in  religion  an  intellectual  audience,  tribunal  or  jury,  to  give  a  right- 
eous verdict  to  God. 

Most  of  the  people,  individually,  lack  several  gifls  of  mind,  by  lack  of  its  proper  cul- 
tivation, in  being  able  to  analyze  what  is  religion.  The  most  are  not  competent  in 
phrenological  developments  or  mind,  time,  ability,  to  remove  themselves  from  habits  of 
thought,  prejudices  of  education,  customs,  by  want  of  maturity  of  science. 

Then  we  must  protest  for  anything  but  a  fair  and  impartial  analysis  of  this  mighty 
question,  as  no  man  can  be  depended  on  from  weakness  of  human  nature,  the  ignorance 
•dud  corruption  of  the  age.  Then,  who  can  be  satisfied  without  his  own  best  exertions 
in  this  whole  matter  ? 

But  the  whole  world  seeks  the  mighty  gifl,  religion,  and  where  does  it  find  it  ?  Is  it 
the  giil  of  priestocracies  and  their  peculiar  faith  ?  Or  is  it  not  the  endowment  of  God 
at  creation^s  birth,  already  possessed,  but  to  be  improved  on  for  life  ? 

Innate  faculties  of  religion  distinguish  rational  beings,  the  dignified  character  of  the 
human  species,  from  that  of  animals,  and  render  them  superior  to  all  animated  nature. 

Religion  regulates  the  affairs  of  mind,  that  is  in  abeyance  to  God  for  man^s  happi- 
ness. 

The  only  divine  government  is  that  of  God,  and  all  of  men  must  be  identified  with 
principles  constitutional,  have  the  right  means  to  remain  enlightened  as  by  the  fountain 
soDTce,  rational  education,  and  all  pure  educational  influences,  as  the  press,  &c. 

If  goTemment  must  be  pure,  what  else  can  religion  be  ?  In  her  teaching  and  illus- 
tration, most  conformity  to  science  has  to  be  established,  as  acknowledging  the  want 
and  actions  of  mind. 

If  religion  have  any  officers,  their  lives  must  be  pui*e,^el6e  she  degenerates  into  pecu- 
liar faith-trickery  ;  but  the  whole  people  are  the  only  officials.  The  chiims  of  religion 
and  ethics  are  verified  as  true,  as  relating  to  man  by  God,  a  paramount  and  universal, 
ootpeculiar  divinity. 

This  characteristic,  written  by  its  Master's  hand,  on  the  Universe,  does  away  entirely 
«ith  peculiar  bibles,  people,  or  salvation,  or  messiahships,  which  doctrines  have  been 
forced  on  the  minds  of  the  people  by  various  insidious  pretences  of  priests,  have  been 
dove-tailed  and  are  hard  to  be  eradicated. 

Sophistry  that  deceives  the  world  in  every  age  by  her  countless  wiles,  urges  the 
fidse  doctrine  for  the  true,  of  which  most  minds,  from  peculiar  education,  cannot  distin- 
guish the  difference,  or  are  afraid  to  attempt  the  analysis,  however  sound  their  private 
individual  skepticbm.  The  absolutism  of  church  and  state,  with  all  their  powers, 
alarms  them. 

God,  the  guardian  of  mind,  can  tell  how  much  of  the  world  has  rightly  improved 
its  religion,  whether  called  pagans  or  christians,  or  any  other  name  of  sectarianism. 
He  only  takes  the  will  for  the  deed. 

It  is  time  that  no  fraud  should  be  tolerated  about  religion  that  can  only  be  of  God. 

It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  principals  of  the  world  to  institute  a  code  of  ethics,  to 
see  how  far  mind  cultivated  and  civilized  can  universally  reach  to  protect  the  rights  of 
all.     It  is  high  time  that  it  be  done,  as  it  is  due  the  world. 

The  ri^ht  code  teaches  honor  to  parents  and  country,  principles  and  God,  above  all. 

The  bible  of  mind  teaches  to  regard  the  rights  of  the  people  paramount,  those  of 
priestocracies  and  hierarchies  subordinate,  and  not  to  forbear  in  the  presence  of  the 
world  for  absolutism. 

Toleration  of  opinion  with  freedom,  has  perfected  the  great  principles  of  true  reli- 
gion, that  is  incontestibly  best  secured  by  free  and  rational  discussions  in  freest  govern- 
ments. The  rational  definition  of  man,  then,  makes  him.  possessed  of  the  innate  fac- 
ulty reflective  of  ideas  of  religion,  that  binds  indispensably  and  innately  to  this  Supreme 
Beioff,  who  has  shown  his  supreme  intelligence  by  thus  engrafting  into  mind  this  inex- 
tinguishable faculty. 

Tbbs  certain  consequence  is,  that  the  higher  the  cultivation  of  mind,  the  purer  may 
be  its  religion. 

Truly,  then,  is  a  brute  animal  defined  to  be  a  being  without  innate  capacity  of  ideas 
ot  religioD,  or  that  has  no  faculty  to  develope  or  exercise  them. 

To  Uiis  exact  definition,  mind,  when  perverted,  is  more  or  less  degraded  in  part. 

Then  there  is  no  cognizance  in  sincerity  of  any  mediator,  for  there  can  be  nothing 
intennediate  to  mind  but  its  adorable  Creator,  consequently,  all  oflfered  as  such,  aa 
Christ,  Mahomet,  Paganic,  or  Juggernaut,  Confuciusic,  Bhuddic,  Mormonic,  or  any  analo- 
gous, are  impostexa,  and  blasphemous  pretenders  by  their  imposition.     The  Almighty 
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shows  his  characteristic  supremacy  by  preoccupancy  of  the  whole  ground  through 
omnipresence,  and  his  work  is  heralded  by  the  Universe. 

Thus  the  mighty  question  of  mind  is  at  once  decided,  and  analysis  declares  the  diffe- 
rence between  the  false  position  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  to  be  superseded  by  rational 
religion.  In  the  first,  we  sec  polytheism  deformed  by  man  ;  in  the  last,  the  God  of  the 
universe  portrayed  ill  his  master  virtues.  None  but  mind  could  see  the  God  of  the  uni- 
verse.    Cultivated  rational  mind  can  see  no  mortal  intercessor,  as  that  is  an  imposition. 

Reason  teaches  this,  and  reason  is  truth. 

The  religion  of  God  is  for  freemen  ;  free  agency — free  action — and  ennobles  mind. 

Every  person  must  attend  to  all  final  duty,  ere  life  passes. 

All  things  and  works  give  a  faith,  in  God  alone. 

All  work  into  that  universal  belief;  whereas  all  work  out  of  peculiar  faith,  is  unwor- 
thy of  rational  mind.  You  cannot  drag  a  rational  mind  out  of  the  belief  in  a  God  ;  you 
cannot  drag  the  same  into  the  belief  of  a  Messiah,  as  you  cannot  drag  it  into  an  irrational 
faith. 

All  this  is  utterly  impossible. 

If  the  one  be  a  principle,  the  other  is  antagonistical. 

Now  who  has  principles  ?  their  universal  author,  or  the  peculiar  pretender  adopting 
what  is  ready  made  to  his  hands  ?  Conservative  principles  are  concentrated  in  the 
right  use  and  exercise  of  jmind,  that  upholds  religion  as  indispensable,  but  emanating 
from  God. 

Religion  does  not  know  anything  of  peculiar  faith,  but  is  sustained  on  rational  faith, 
that  is  necessary,  and  must  be  supported  by  facts,  truth,  and  reason. 

What  benefits  accrue  from  affecting  to  feel  religion,  when  peculiar  faith  predominates  ? 

Religion  is  the  science  of  God«niorals,  and  is  the  obligation  the  most  enlightened  due 
to  God  and  mind,  from  mind,  the  noblest  jewel  of  the  universe. 

What,  then,  is  religion  ?  Let  liberal  patriotism,  enlarged  to  the  world's  circumference, 
one  of  its  duties,  tell  the  wisest  statesmen. 

All  the  world's  books — ^a  world's  age — will  only  begin  the  momentous  subject. 

This  subject  can  never  be  booked ;  and  afler  all  the  oriental  dogmas,  fables,  and  legions 
of  myths  are  buried  beneath  the  ruins  of  their  crumbling  temples,  then  will  pure  religion 
rise  m  her  glory,  as  permanent  as  eternity. 

We  go  for  religion  that  must  supersede  peculiar  faith.  Where  do  we  go  for  such 
religion  ?     To  rational  mind,  that  belongs  to  rational  beings,  the  emanations  of  Deity. 

We  must  start  right  at  once  with  truth  and  honesty,  then  manners  of  courtesy  and 
politeness,  kindness  and  love,  bounded  by  no  peculiar  faiths  nor  globe  localities. 

Minds,  properly  constituted,  will  throw  aside  envy  and  sectarianism,  for  "the  noblest 
theme  of  religion. 

All  rationad  beings  improve  religion,  as  all  such  have  it  as  a  faculty — ^the  more  reason 
the  more  religion — ^the  more  improved  and  cultivated  the  better. 

All  must  seek  rational  cultivation,  that  is  truth. 

There  is  no  rational  being  that  has  reasonable  mind,  and  having  rational  actions,  re- 
lying on  the  best  lights  of  cultivated  mind,  that  can  miss  religion. 

Mind  has  it  in  thought,  word,  and  deed  ;  the  better  the  more  civilized  and  virtuous. 

There  is  no  fiction  m  religion  ;  that  is  a  creation  birth-right,  and  a  life-tenure. 

Religion  proves  itself  from  God,  and  is  mind  felt,  and  universally  beneficial. 

How  does  feeling  of  reli^on  truly  decide,  when  the  feeling  of  peculiar  faith  is  decep- 
tive and  fallacious  1  Every  mind  must  weigh  well  the  character  of  equivocal  morals, 
and  of  the  means  giving  diffusion  to  them  ;  the  mind  feels  assured  on  its  rational  found- 
ation of  the  only  supreme  standard  that  the  mind  of  the  universe  can  reach. 

The  moral  sublime  endows  mind  with  conclnsive  feelings. 

Any  religionist,  so  far  from  finding  fault  with  rational  discussion  about  religion,  ought 
to  seek  it  by  all  manner  of  means,  to  get  rid  of  the  errors  of  judgment,  deliberately, 
unintentional  or  intentional,  but  otherwise  unavoidable. 

One  outrage  on  mind  is,  that  churchmen,  members  of  any  character  of  supposed  pow- 
er, should  exclude  such  improvement.     Mind  tliat  is  rational  seeks  rational  decision. 

The  truest  enjoyment  of  mind  results  in  possession  of  religion,  that  can  only  be 
appreciated  as  rational,  as  joy  results  from  even  enthusiasm,  but  much  more  from 
rational  grounds  of  truth. 

Mmd  needs  a  universal  religion,  to  give  God  alone  his  power  and  rights,  and  mind  its 
duty. 

Some  persons,  bigots  of  course,  are  alarmed  at  the  bare  mention  of  authors  who  have 
destroyed  the  foundation  of  their  creed.  There  is  something  in  the  thing,  not  in  the 
name.  There  was  as  much  religion  in  Rome  the  ancient  as  in  Rome  the  modem, 
flourishing  in  its  horrid  inquisition,  illiberal  and  cruel  excommunication  of  persons  for 
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opiiiion,  and  dishonest  confiscation  of  property.     Which  massacre  is  the  least  sinful,  that, 
bj  gladiators  or  that  by  inquisitions  ? 

llbe  walls  of  a  Saint  Peter,  who  flourished  a  saint  in  name,  rise  towering  to  God^s 
mighty  solar  system,  in  the  richest  and  most  gorgeous  architecture  ;  but  can  all  such 
reach  the  mercy-seat  of  the  Almighty,  as  soon  as  if  its  costly  prices  were  wisely  dis- 
pensed to  the  suffering  poor  1  This  then  is  part  of  religion— duty  to  mankind  and  mind, 
that  must  be  cultivated  rightly,  and  humanized  to  civilization. 

But  few  minds,  where  it  is  eminently  the  duty  of  all,  investigate  rightly  the  important 
points  of  religion. 

The  most  important  acts  of  one's  life  are,  to  pay  due  respect 'to  Religion,  and  be  sure 
of  the  power  to  whom  it  is  paid.  How  idle  to  spend  one^s  life  in  superstitious  worship, 
or  anything  short  of  pure  adoration  of  God  alone. 

Religion  appeals  to  mind's  noblest  and  highest  duties,  in  the  use  of  principles  that  have 
done  so  much  for  the  universe,  but  have  been  wofully  overlooked  for  man- worship. 

Religion  is  rational,  and  appeals  to  rational  beings,  through  rational  principles,  and 
excludes  dupes  and  hypocrites  in  faith  most  positively  that  has  no  particle  of  foundation, 
and  bigots  who  aflfect  to  rule  society  by  pretences. 

Rational  religion  is  the  only  one  possible  to  exist,  as  all  tlie  rest  is  mere  peculiar 
faith — the  child  of  superstition  and  man-worship — the  counterfeit  of  hypocrites  who 
resort  to  smuggling.  • 

Does  not  the  world  demand  of  mind  not  only  a  just  but  a  generon»-*not  only  a  wise 
but  a  liberal  exposition  of  its  capacity  for  religion  1  Religion  is  the  true  duty  to  God, 
that  depends  on  nothing  else  than  philosophical  principles  to  its  proper  development,  in 
reaching  the  right  start — ^the  Great  First  Cause. 

Without  analysis,  some  would  suppose  Christianity  was  religion  ;  others,  that  Mahom- 
etanism,  and  several  that  Mormonism  was  religion.     Very  clear  of  it  all. 

They  have  not  the  dignity  of  the  name  even ;  as  they  are  all  superstition  and  man- 
wQTshq> ;  all  humbugs,  having  no  underpinning  of  religion.  Was  the  predecessor  of  all 
these,  religion  ?  Was  Judaism  aught  but  priestocracy ,  with  ail  its  machinery  ?  J  udaism, 
a  miserable  sectarianism,  was  preceded  by  countless  myriads  of  sectarianisms. 

The  history  of  the  world  shows  that  one  species  of  superstition  has  succeeded  another 
—the  polytheism  of  the  modems  that  of  the  ancients. 

For  centuries  the  christian  peculiar  faith  was  struggling  for  existence  and  power,  till 
the  power  of  the  state,  (then  a  monarchical  autocracy,)  of  Rome  breathed  into  it  vitality. 
Mothers  in  seeking  religion  for  their  children,  can  only  desire  the  best  upright  views  for 
their  tuition. 

The  liberal  wise  do  not  want  superstition,  or  that  which  is  connected  to  absolutism, 
to  enslave  and  debase  the  human  mind.  Feelings  short  of  rationality  will  never  decide 
religion,  that  is  certain,  nor  mere  peculiar  education ;  nothing  short  of  the  light  of 
philosophical  principles  will  answer.     Principles,  then,  for  ever  ! 

All  rational  beings  wish  to  be  right  about  religion,  not  to  be  enslaved  by  superstition 
and  the  absolutism  of  its  Church  power,  State  power,  and  all  its  other  malign  powers. 

ReHgion  is  the  most  endearing  of  all,  the  most  sublime  of  civilization.  It  preserves 
the  noblest  elements  of  friendship,  and  extracts  the  most  beneficial  results  from  the 
mirror  of  eternity,  giving  the  solace  of  the  first,  and  the  wisest  teachings  of  the  last, 
to  which  it  is  not  in  abeyance  nnder  its  own  triumphant  principles. 

It  teaches  mind  to  discard  pride,  but  adopt  an  elevation  and  dignity  of  character. 

It  realizes  the  treasures  of  experience  of  life,  and  forbids  their  burial.  It  respects 
the  real  objects  of  generosity.  It  considers  it  absolute  perfidy  to  impose  knowingly  on 
the  world  the  interested  and  nartizan  acts  of  peculiar  faith. 

Peculiar  faith  is  concealed,  monotheism,  is  open  and  unpretending,  and  the  purest 
monotheist  comes  the  nearest  of  having  the  least  cause  of  repentance. 

Religion  can  never  justify  vassal  slavery  to  faith. 

.Analysis  of  philosophical  science  proves  religion  due  the  God  of  nature,  and  disproves 
any  peculiar  faith. 

Peculiar  faAth  is  sectarianism  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion..  The  province  of 
relijHon  is  to  render  mind  correct  and  better,  and  to  fVee  it  from  contingency. 

There  is  but  one  true  religion  having  living  witnesses  to  attest  it.  There  are  two 
paramount  points :  the  first  is  what  shall  the  affectionate  parents  eipecially  da  fi)i  their 
offspring,  if  they  do  not  have  religion  ? 

But  jUI  rational  beings  have  it  by  creation's  birth-right. 

The  main  point  is  its  right  improvement. 

God  has  given  it  and  mind  to  man.  Mind  must  improve  its  free  agency  under  the 
circomstances,  the  conservative  principles  of  its  creation. 

None  but  true  religion  and  its  best  improvement,  will  answer  for  the  best  civilization. 
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But  as  to  inrestigaticn  of  religion,  this  is  the  last  and  least  thing  done.  But  little  of 
absolute  facts  about  religion,  is  investigated.  The  words  of  an  interested  and  ignorant 
priestocracy,  who  neither  know  the  nature  of  the  God  of  nature,  nor  of  mind,  are  taken 
for  granted. 

The  main  point,  the  object,  the  God  of  nature  alone,  is  absolutely  sneaked  out  of, 
and  the  parties  are  intentionally  deceived.  Religion  is  the  comprehension  of  sacred 
duties,  moral  and  intellectual,  paid  to  the  sacred  Supreme,  who  has  fashioned  the  uni- 
verse in  petfect  wisdom. 

Mind  only  needs  a  suitable  audience  to  approve. 

You  inquire  what  are  you  to  do  for  religion  ?  You  have  it,  and  have  only  to  exer- 
cise the  principles  essential  to  its  proper  cultivation,  to  approach  the  nearest  to  God. 

But  the  word  of  God  is  essential  to  carry  us  through  life.  Where  is  that  word  ?  In 
the  purest  recesses  of  an  illumined  mind,  that  has  been  enlightened  by  the  most  exact 
philosophical  sciences. 

We  consider  it  the  deepest  impiety  and  blasphemy,  to  consider  peculiar  faith-scrip- 
tures as  the  word  of  God. 

All  need  the  living  and  essential  principles  of  religion.  Whether  bible,  law  or  con- 
stitution, morals  or  mind  are  respected,  good  faith  is  the  essential  of  religion,  their 
essential. 

Some  affect  that  the  obligations  of  society  are  not  attached  to  the  highest  duty  of 
God.  How  can  we  duly  respect  God  without  duty  to  society  of  the  best  kind  ?  The 
most  honorable  duty  is  implied,  if  not  pledged  by  all  its  members,  for  the  greatest  good 
to  all  the  greatest  number,  the  foundation  and  essence  of  society. 

What  does  God  need  of  man  ?    Implied  duties  of  his  position. 

The  world  should  be  now  thankful  for  the  present  age  by  which  the  light  of  truth  is 
extracted  from  so  much  darkness.  Conceive  it,  citizen,  to  be  your  noblest  prerogative, 
to  perform  deeds  equal  to  those  of  God  in  similar  circumstances.  Reason  is  then  the 
mighty  fortress  of  mind,  against  which  the  adverse  currents  of  life  may  beat  in  vain. 
True  religion  inculcates  not  the  conformity  of  principles  to  thy  peculiar  faith,  but  thy 
peculiar  faith  to  principles ;  then  thou  wilt  be  obliged  to  adopt  monotheism  or  rational 
reUffion. 

Religion  dwells  not  in  the  heart,  but  in  the  mind,  the  soul  of  mankind.  What  is  re- 
ligion but  the  payment  of  duty  we  owe  to  God,  to  whom  all  such  is  due  ? 

How  could  we  pay  all,  if  we  divided  it  with  usurpers  and  priestocracies  ?  Religion 
in  the  practical  universal  sense,  is  truthful  faith  and  consistent  action,  not  as  a  small 
part  of  one  division,  sect  or  denomination,  but  as  the  laws  of  God  dictate.  We  wish 
to  be  ris^ht  in  religion.     We  depend  on  a  moral  and  intellectual  force. 

Moral  force  to  be  available,  must  be  rational  and  intellectual,  to  reach  the  foresight 
of  results,  and  exclude  ignorant  fanaticism.  Right  religion  is  for  intelligent  freemen, 
but  peculiar  faith  suits  vassalage  of  mind.  If  there  be  nothing  true  and  right  to 
advance,  science  above  all  things  is  expedient,  to  maintain  the  principles  of  justice  and 
mind.  It  is  the  province  of  religion  to  rationalize  and  generalize  for  this  world,  all 
her  purest  benefits.  What  is  religion  but  the  most  sacred  duty  that  mind  owes  and 
pays,  to  the  adorable  Creator  of  the  universe,  who  sublimely  holds  sway  by  mind 
influence  ? 

Anything  that  detracts  from  this,  is  a  false  and  corrupt  position.  We  have  no  had 
feelings  to  any  peculiar  faith,  but  feel  bound  to  do  justice  to  rational  faith,  in  good  faith 
to  our  own  souls.  The  highest  obligations  of  society  insuring  proper  actions,  involve 
good  faith,  and  that  is  religion.  Religion  cannot  compromise  her  dignity  with  the 
peculiar  faith  of  all  bibles  of  tradition. 

Any  individual  that  has  not  truth,  honesty  and  reason,  has  no  showing  of  religious 
dignity. 

There  are  various  systems  of  faith,  but  can  only  be  one  of  religion,  as  truth  and 
principles  do  not  clash,  therefore  it  is  the  diamond  among  trash. 

But  these  faiths  had  their  martyrs,  and  so  has  atheism  had ;  that  proves  nothing^. 
Juggemautism,  martial  ambition  and  the  evil  passions  have  had  millions  of  theirs.  • 
Martyrdom,  then,  must  yield  to  reason  in  all  analysis.  But  you  have  the  true  faith 
because  you  have  the  bibles  of  priestocracy  !  Because  you  have  the  bible  of  tradition, 
it  no  more  follows  that  that  entitles  you  to  religion,  than  your  being  in  a  nominal 
republic  secures  you  honorable  liberty. 

We  wish  all  to  go  as  far  as  the  farthest  legitimately  advanced  in  religion.  As  to 
conscience,  that  is  wofuUy  perverted  the  world  over,  by  peculiar  education.  Who  is 
to  set  it  right  in  religion?  Priests,  who  have  not  improved  the  elements  already 
1 1 


We  might  as  well  ask  sharp  lawyers  who  are  partizans  besides  being  proxy  and 
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iigente.  Priests  are  pecnliar  faith-lawyers.  Can  the  world  be  set  right  by  such? 
'Hie  conscience  is  at  the  mercy  of  the  world  whether  fanatic,  superstitious,  or  dis- 
honest, as  the  adverse  circumstances  may  decide,  and  can  be  only  freed  by  liberal  mind 
fund  of  philosophical  science  that  imparts  the  right  rational  education.  The  exalted 
state  of  civilized  mind,  will  make  bibles  of  tradition  an  obsolete  idea,  and  will  establish 
the  true  progress  of  civilized  religion. 

No  bibles  of  tradition  can  take  precedence  of  the  great  inalienable  rights  of  mind. 
Order  and  justice  of  the  whole  world  are  only  obtained  by  properly  cultivated  mind,  not 
by  erroneous  bibles  irom  unprincipled  and  wicked  men.  Honorable  men  must  go  for 
the  dignity  of  principles. 

Wl^t  power,  gifts  and  magnificent  elements  of  greatness  has  the  world  to  rear, 
her  noblest  elevation,  and  yet  she  does  not  appreciate  them. 

What  a  sophisticated  state  of  the  world  exists,  when  subject  to  perverted  mind. 

In  theae  enlightened  times,  we  can  have  reforms  of  organic  laws  and  constitutions, 
bat  minda  made  vassal  to  the  most  degraded  absolutism,  miserable  bibles  of  tradition. 

Is  the  moral  and  intellectual  force  of  mind  to  be  broken  down  by  bibles  of  tradition, 
the  nuisances  of  the  world  ? 

No  such  bibles  can  over-ride  moral  and  intellectual  force  that  upholds  social  and 
political  order. 

Reli^on  must  embrace  a  moral  and  intellectual  force,  that  to  be  valid,  must  embrace 
lU  the  mherent  principles,  else  it  is  not  intellectual  and  legitimate. 

It  is  high  time  to  decide  between  peculiar  faith  and  religion,  the  pretences  of  bibles 
of  tradition  and  the  principles  of  bibles  of  rational  mind.  These  are  world-wide  ques- 
tions for  intellectual  solution,  and  no  bible  of  tradition  can  take  us  out  of  this  lifers 
difficoltiesy  when  the  base  is  wrong,  and  all  such  are  miserable  failures  because  they  are 
felse  pretences  plunging  us  deeper  into  quagmire. 

Mind  that  radiates  the  best  of  civilization,  will  do  the  work  the  best  and  only  best. 

But  yon,  bound  to  custom  and  its  vassalage,  can  never  lay  aside  nuin^s  pretences, 
and  refer  the  great  vital  functions  of  principles  to  God. 

Are  not  restraints  and  obstructions  put  upon  religion  ? 

What  does  that  worse  than  peculiar  faith,  engendered  by  the  bibles  of  tradition  ?  As 
hope  must  be  attended  with  possibility,  religion  looks  to  the  practicability  through  God^s 
attributes.  She  never  places  the  God  of  the  Universe  in  all  manner  of  equivocal 
positions,  as  a  peculiar  god  of  man's  creation ! 

Pure  society  is  what  the  world  needs,  and  that  only  pure  religion  gives.  The  world 
needs  all  religion  that  it  can  get,  but  no  peculiar  faith. 

All  that  you  want  is  religion,  not  false  bibles,  as  the  bibles  of  traditions.  All  the 
vorld  needs  in  all  religion  is  good  faith,  and  nothing  less,  avoiding  as  it  must,  fanatic 
absolutism.  No  man  knows  what  God  said,  except  through  cause  and  effect,  that  are 
apmciated  by  only  what  reason,  truth,  rational  mind  and  honesty  say. 

Whatever  system  is  God*s,  that  mind  can  understand ;  hence,  all  lie  that  say,  we 
cannot  get  the  idea  of  the  God  of  Creation  from  the  Universe.  We  cannot  get  it  from 
aoyotkfir  source.     All  such  people  must  lie  knowingly. 

The  greatest  good  to  all  the  greatest  number,  involves  all  that  belongs  to  society  and 
religion,  mind,  and  God,  and  courtesy  to  freemen. 

Religion  teaches  impUed  honor  in  society  ;  no  half  way  action.  Would  she  hesitate 
to  accord  to  woman  all  the  rights  of  soul  that  belong  to  the  other  sex  ? 

To  relieve  the  world  of  persecution,  bigotry,  false  faith  and  doctrine,  religion  speaks 
through  rational  mind.  Jew,  will  you  for  the  sake  of  superstitution,  still  circumcise 
children  1  W^hat  can  you  promise  yourself  by  this  odious  and  degrading  mutilation  ? 
The  God  of  the  Universe  never  did  this !  Your  little  peculiar  God  that  was  so  fierce 
against  the  heathen  in  the  conclave  of  priestocracy,  did  only  as  the  Jew  priestocracy 
dictated.  Are  you  still  enslaved  to  such  vassalage  ?  Grace,  conscience,  and  mind,  all 
eo  together  in  religion.  These,  not  circumcision,  give  the  hope  of  a  religious  man. 
Spare  your  children  in  this  free  country,  this  degradation.  Do  not  enslave,  debase 
their  nunds,  mutilate  their  persons,  or  desecrate  their  rights. 

God  alone  makes  religion  what  it  is.  Society  is  to  be  instituted  on  the  great  princi- 
ples of  God,  not  the  dogmas  of  man.  Religion  starts  no  subordinate  question,  but  pre- 
pares man  to  meet  all  his  duties  as  he  ought,  while  peculiar  faith  disqualifies  him  all  the 
tune  from  commencement  to  the  end,  as  he  violates  the  first  elements  of  religion 
towards  God  at  once.  The  very  moment  peculiar  faith  advances,  the  systems  of  sec- 
tarianism begins  and  their  elements  of  warfare  are  let  loose.  Religion  begets  the  high- 
est sense  of  duty,  and  recognises  all's  well  that  ends  well. 

She  gives  peace  and  equanimity,  serenity  of  mind,  to  all  that  wish  to  secure  the  best 
iBonl  certainty,  and  feel  resigned  to  their  situation  and  position.    What  can  we  do 
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better  than  rely  on  the  Author  of  mind,  graces  mercy,  and  happiness,  and  its  permanent 
abode  i  Let  us  seek  that  point  where  pure  religion  is,  as  she  legitimatizes  the  whole 
elements  of  mind  and  its  nature,  to  God  and  man. 

What  avail  religion,  if  morals  be  deficient  ? 

Mind  only  wishes  such  system  that  it  can  thoroughly,  rationally,  and  most  consis- 
tently believe  in ;  that  can  bring  no  tinge  or  blush  for  its  advocacy,  but  the  world's 
satisfaction  for  its  most  substantial  adoption.  Religion  demands  a  most  rational  inves- 
tigation, to  have  the  most  rational  decision. 

Then,  look  at  the  best  bible  of  mind. 

As  to  the  heathen  and  Jewish  priestocracy,  all  missed  the  true  appreciation  of  reli- 
gion and  morals,  as  they  were  more  or  less  removed  from  civilization. 

Religion  gives  us  the  clearest  view  of  life  and  its  duties,  and  its  platform  is  the  only 
constitutional  one  of  the  world  and  mind,  that  renders  the  possessor  and  improver  as 
good  as  practicable,  knowing  that  he  is  right,  and  that  the  foundation,  as  the  only  one, 
cannot  be  shaken. 

The  world's  organization  on  universal  brotherhood,  must  and  will  prevail  to  a  practi- 
cable extent.  Have  you  looked  into  this  thing,  of  religion  that  depends  on  pure  and 
honest  truth,  above  suspicion  ? 

If  we  do  not  succeed  in  religion  with  mind,  we  cannot  in  anything  else.  Religion  is 
a  theme  that  no  menial  critic  can  say  aught  against,  as  he  cannot  do  so  hj  principles. 
As  we  have  a  system  of  constitutional  government  that  legitimately  carried  out  will 
answer  the  demands  of  civilized  mind,  so  let  us  have  a  system  that  defines  religion  to 
which  we  may  entrust  our  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  honor.  Let  us  have  no  cause  for 
distrust. 

The  pure  religion  of  God  is  commanded  to  roan,  bv  the  luminous  disposition  of 
rational  mind.  The  supreme  love  to  the  God  of  the  Universe  is  proved  and  demon- 
strated most  clearly,  by  the  love  of  mankind  in  one  universal  brotherhood.  This  is  the 
religion  of  rational  mind  and  civilization.  What  can  uphold  better  the  dignity  of 
rational  mind  7 

Religion  is  not  contaminated  by  priestocracy. 

Integrity  and  conscientiousness  are  ornaments  in  the  religious  platform  of  God 
Almighty.     Good  habits,  laws,  and  principles,  are  its  most  worthy  assistants. 

Religion  ^ives  an  exalted  state  of  belief  in  God,  not  in  mortals.  We  discard  the 
bible  of  tradition  to  establish  religion  of  the  highest  and  purest  order.  Religion  must 
be  consistent  to  be  rational,  and  asks  for  correction  by  rational  discussion,  unlike  pecu- 
liar faith  that  precludes  it  by  inquisition  or  proscription  !  Such  sneaks  from  all  proper 
responsibility,  at  the  same  time  libels  religion.  All  laws  and  acts  to  do  the  greates<t 
good  to  the  greatest  number,  that  is  to  all,  must  be  predicated  on  those  principles  that 
are  immutable. 

But  can  any  refuse  this  sublime  subject  ?  What  can  be  more  important  to  harmon* 
ize  the  world's  interests  and  feelings  ?  It  can  furnish  world-staples,  as  love,  honesty, 
and  truth,  that  constitute  its  essence.  What  better  is  there  ?  Is  there  anv  bible  but 
that  of  mind  1  Prove  any  other  to  be  the  word  of  God.  This  proof,  will  secure  its 
suitable  reward,  for  it  embraces  the  munificent  works  of  creation  as  the  legitimate 
comprehension,  and  secures  the  due  reverence  to  God,  the  Creator. 

You  become  excited  for  the  first  time  about  religion,  when  invoked  by  the  priestoc- 
racy, and  seek  to  get  what  you  only  have  to  improve.  But  you  adopt  for  granted,  by 
impulse,  not  rationalit3r,  and  you  become  committed.  Nine-tenths  do  not  investigate,  or 
change  to  the  right  point. 

Now  all  the  world  should  firat  investigate  by  the  bible  of  mind.  There  are  some 
tilings  above  the  world's  criticism,  as  that  of  religion,  that  will  revolutionize  the  world, 
no  matter  sects,  creeds,  and  opinions. 

The  only  union  of  religion  is  that  to  freedom,  as  the  greatest  theme  for  each  indi- 
vidual mind. 

In  all  governments  of  the  present  ace,  the  sacred  rights  of  all  citizens  w^ill  secure 
the  only  purity  in  relimon.  Religion  should  give  universal  harmony,  but  peculiar  faith 
disorganizes  the  world. 

The  necessities  of  the  w*orld  require  true  religion. 

What  is  really  practicable  for  man  in  this  life,  to  obtain  the  most  happiness  1  To 
attain  the  best  position  through  the  virtue,  intelligence,  &c.,of  rational  mind. 

Religion  is  thoroughly  rational,  and  induces  principles  as  the  rule  of  action  the  pureet^ 
not  fear,  as  peculiar  faith  has  it.  The  principle  of  religion  is  involved  in  the  elemcDta 
of  science  and  philosophy,  all  concomitants  of  mind,  the  beneficiary. 

Let  the  world  start  right,  about  religion.  Let  the  first  step  be  correct.  She  teaches 
mind  to  avoid  everything  that  will  make  it  principal  or  accessory  to  crime.     W^hilo 
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veligiGa  must  be  inherent  in  the  human  mind,  peculiar  faith  must  be  expelled  the 
wond. 

All  the  religion  that  the  world  haa  is  right :  but  all  its  bible  peculiar  faith  is  wrong. 
By  maatering  principles,  you  may  master  all  the  contingencies,  and  rule  the  unprincipled 
demagogues,  agitators,  and  ^dictators  of  society,  assuming  to  know  what  they  do  not. 

Let  truth  and  honesty  advance,  no  matter  about  the  words  of  religion.  What  but 
religion  presents  the  right  sound  opinion  and  sentiment,  most  beneficial  to  the  world  ? 
What  a  poor  thing  if  God  had  not  bestowed  the  gift  of  religion,  in  all  existence  and  age, 
lo  r&tional  mind,  that  improved  improves  its  state  of  religion,  but  had  left  it  for  frac- 
tion of  existence  and  age  to  the  contingency  of  Messiahsfaip,  that  might  have  been 
unknown  to  the  majority. 

Bot  how  in  it  possible  that  mind  should  have  possessed  religion  without  revelation  of 
God  ?  That  is  the  only  reason  that  it  does  possess  it  in  its  purity.  If  God  had  not 
revealed  it  to  mind,  who  could  ?  But  mind  is  so  helpless !  It  is  so  in  an  absolute  state  of 
ignorance;  but  we  must  not  merely  reason  from  the  past,  but  from  the  present  and 
future,  as  regards  the  full  knowledge  of  science. 

At  one  time  the  world,  by  the  dogmatism  and  despotism  of  peculiar  faith,  could  orly 
get  to  peculiar  gods,  as  the  Jews  and  Christians,  who  were  and  are  all  more  or  less 
polrtheists,  having  two,  three,  and  four  gods  of  peculiar  characters  all  of  them. 

Tbe  true  God,  in  perfect  unity,  has  been  unknown  to  most  of  mankind,  to  tlie  present 
times,  by  perversion  of  mind.  , 

How  beaiutiful  and  sufficient  is  the  system  of  religion,  that  is  God-gift — a  creation^s 
birth-right — ^a  fore  full  and  satisfactory  thought ;  whereas  all  others  are  contingent  as 
after-thoughts — ^utterly  ridiculous,  absurd,  and  imbecile.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  rational 
beings  to  analyze  religion  and  mind  ;  to  know  what  mind  requires.  The  analysis  of 
mind  gives  us  the  analyms  of  religion.  Do  we  go  for  religion  ?  That  is  the  reason 
that  we  go  for  a  correct  bible  of  mind,  to  attain  perfect  religion. 

Impressions  are  everythinff  that  cause  peculiar  faith,  and  supersede  facts.  Now  if 
the  i^ts  are  not  verified,  of  what  avail  or  rational  use  is  faith  ?  Of  course  religion 
most  take  precedence  of  all  bibles  of  tradition. 

We  ask  for  the  sacred  deposit  of  religion,  to  be  kept  inviolable.  None  but  she  gives 
right  impressions  in  time  in  tliis  world.  A  good  intention  of  the  world^s  mind  is  to  aid 
in  aU  good  undertakings,  not  exclude  them. 

Religion,  as  truth,  must  take  precedence  of  faith,  and  cannot  conflict  at  all  with 
truth  before  rational  minds.  What  is  faitli  worth  without  faithful  rational  evidence  1 
Kational  mind  reveals  reUgion,  that  teaches  us  that  we  have  certain  duties  to  perform, 
oaf  how,  in  the  greatest  comprehension  ;  that  we  must  not  speak  undeservedly  of  tlie 
world,  nor  do  it  fll,  much  less  think  ill  of  the  same.  We  must  correct  it — ^better  it — 
do  not  make  it  worse  ;  that  is,  we  must  act  thus  to  ourselves.  Religion  is  the  high 
coDserration  awarded  by  Divine  power,  that  protects  all,  and  interferes  with  no  specu- 
tattoo.  She  gives  the  efiScient  responsible  power  to  endorse  our  actions — to  have  the 
proper  and  safe  position. 

The  majesty  of  intellect  is  in  religion.  We  only  ask  for  all  the  legitimate  fortitude 
of  religion  at  the  last  final  change.     How  shall  we  meet  death  ? 

By  religion,  that  teaches  that  principles  vindicate  themselves  in  retributive  justice. 
Religion  makes  all  principled,  then  they  must  act  consistently,  and  conform  to  immuta- 
ble laws.     This  prepares  the  way  for  universal  brotherhood. 

The  paramount  question  with  the  world  is,  what  system  or  code  will  give  the  greatest 
DombeT  the  greatest  amount  of  morality  and  true  vital  religion,  the  best  essence  and 
elemeot  of  happiness  ?  Nothing  but  rational  religion  will,  to  be  the  true  one.  Then 
how  can  we  best  appreciate  and  secure  it?  Free  rational  discussion  is  the  only  way 
to  attain  all,  in  its  purity. 

Reverence  the  highest  cause,  as  to  discard  the  bibles  of  tradition,  as  most  irreverent 
and  usurping. 

True  religion  never  has  been  rightly  advocated. 

She  involves  justice,  while  peculiar  faith  flees  it  under  the  special  plea  of  faith. 

By  the  authorization  of  religion,  principles  were  made  for  all — the  great  conservatives 
to  mind  in  all  ages  of  the  world.     Religion  puts  us  on  the  safe,  the  nght  side. 

If  honesty  be  one  of  the  pillars  of  religion,  peculiar  faith  then  cannot  exist  at  all,  as 
it  is  untrue,  a  part  of  superstition.  Religion  makes  all  things  right,  hence  the  good  must 
aid  in  the  majesty  of  all  proper  laws  and  social  rights.  There  is  no  black-letter  God- 
written  code  of  religion,  but  there  is  the  counterfeit  in  man's  bibles  of  peculiar  faith. 

Do  I  object  to  religion  ?  never,  whilst  my  mind  recognises  duty  to  God  and  man.  If 
i^  people  do  not  have  religion,  they  must  have  superstition,  its  substitute.  They,  in 
tJbetr  ignorance,  were  never  known  to  be  without  the  last,  therefore  aU  should  have 
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rational  religion,  the  more  civilized  the  more  rational.  But  none  of  this  admits  bibles 
of  tradition,  Christianity,  Mormonism,  Mahomedanism,  or  any  other  peculiar  faith.  If 
you  start  such  system,  that  begets  more,  and  keeps  the  world  always  wrong.  But  reli- 
gio8  established  rationally,  not  peculiarly,  begets  more  rational  religion,  the  more  the 
people  are  civilized. 

With  the  true  faith  of  religion  you  can  have  no  sects,  no  polytheism,  idolatry  of 
man- worship,  or  images,  atheism,  no  speculation  or  trade,  for  all  will  be  between  one'd 
conscience  and  conscience's  God,  proved  by  action  to  man,  proved  by  social  good. 

It  is  not  only  not  wrong,  but  absolutely  right. 

Religion  teaches  to  think  first  and  last  of  your  Creator,  exclusively  so  as  Creator  and 
Preserver. 

You  can  get  the  only  pure  religion  from  the  purest  fountain,  which  nature's  God  gave 
thy  mind.  He  is  represented  by  mind  and  conservative  principles,  as  the  powerful 
agents  in  the  universe. 

Religion  gives  a  social  faith  and  confidence.  It  enables  all  minds  to  wish  all  the 
world  to  prosper,  then  it  may  prosper  with  all. 

This  position  enables  mind  to  see  that  the  Creator  of  the  universe  is  properly  repre- 
sented, not  in  a  peculiar,  but  universal  perfect  power  and  character. 

This  is  his  character,  support  it  godly,  religiously. 

No  master's  words,  but  God's  principles,  declare  his  own  religion.  The  organization 
of  the  world's  circle  is  to  aounteract  wo,  to  comprehend  happiness.  Religion  b  nationaJ 
and  universal,  never  sectional,  but  as  lofly  as  patriotism  prompts,  to  secure  the  order, 
peace,  harmony  and  happiness  of  the  world.  It  eschews  pride,  but  ever  adopts  high- 
mindedness.  The  mighty  functions  of  time  and  supreme  action  over  all,  as  the  optimist, 
are  hers. 

Right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice,  sectarianism  and  religion,  are  not  arbitrary  distinc- 
tions, but  have  their  lines  of  demarcation. 

Among  the  beauty  and  munificence  of  mind,  is  one  of  the  crowning  virtues,  forbear- 
ance ;  that  includes  a  host  of  virtues  that  ripen  the  soul  for  eternity. 

If  rational  faith  be  wrong,  what  faith,  then,  can  be  right  ?  Matters  of  government 
have  been  submitted  to  the  people  on  constitutional  properties,  why  not  religion,  that 
would  institute  the  proper  energies  of  moral  and  social  duties  ?  Religion  yields  the 
inalienable  imprescriptible  rights  of  duty  by  reason  of  creation.  She  alone,  in  tiie  solu- 
tion of  the  mighty  problem  of  the  world,  gives  the  excellency  of  enlightened  civilization. 

This  enlightened  age  should  insure,  on  the  best  security,  the  most  enlightened  system 
of  rational  polity,  for  the  most  enlightened  civilization.  This  is  to  render  all  satisfied, 
correct,  ana  happy.  How  are  the  true  ends  of  life  attained  1  By  the  best  of  self- 
government.  What  is  government  for  ?  For  the  best  interests  of  society,  by  a  proper 
inherent  protection  of  its  organic  bodies. 

The  highest  attainment  is  rational  freedom,  that  confers  its  principles  to  nations, 
illustrated  by  enlightened  and  refined  civilization.  The  blessings  of  all  are  the  highest 
practicable  steps.  The  teachings  of  pure  religion  will  cause  God  to  estimate  mind,  as 
the  noble  character  actinfi^  according  to  the  best  of  its  nature,  not  in  reference  to  the 
traditional  legends  of  obsolete  bibles. 

Who  are  infidel?  They  who  know  not  religion,  but  should  know  that  it  is  the  highest 
duty  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  nothing  less.  She  knows  no  God  less  than  the 
Creator  of  the  universe.  The  bible  of  tradition  and  religion  !  choose  ye  between  them, 
as  the  one  is  distinct  from  the  other. 

It  is  the  least  of  evils,  the  best  philosophy,  to  resign  ourselves  to  satisfaction  under 
matters  of  equitable  government,  though  they  particularly  bear  on  us  whilst  they  correct 
greater  evils  elsewhere.  Religion  enjoins  this  much  on  us.  Would  you  individually 
keep  yourself  forever  in  a  passion  for  what  you  cannot  alter,  and  which  benefits  othero 
as  the  least  of  evils  ?  To  analyze  religion,  we  must  analyze  the  universe,  as  its  rela- 
tions can  be  comprehended  by  it. 

Religion  is  not  worship,  but  adoration,  if  rational,  it  has  no  peculiarity.  Man  is  neces- 
sarily a  moral,  religious  as  intellectual  being.  True  religion  must  and  will  meet  the 
whole  demands  of  conscience.     Peculiar  faith  subverts  them. 

Religion  directs  all  the  afl!ections  legitimately,  maintains  the  best  equilibrium  of  mind 
in  support  of  duty. 

She  has  no  burdensome  and  expensive  ritual,  no  gorgeous  priestocracy,  no  ceremonies^ 
and  rites,  no  miracles,  no  prophecies,  no  mysteries,  no  pretensions,  but  all  glorious 
realities  of  mind. 

None  but  rational  religion  has  ever  been  in  all  kinds  of  times,  and  all  ages  of  the 
world,  in  all  states  and  conditions  of  mind,  for  its  creation's  birth-right.  It  is  the  per- 
petual religion,  that  had  a  contemporaneous  existence  with  mind.     Man  cannot  inveot 
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religion.  Mere  faith  carries  with  it  self-delusion,  whereas  rational  religion  carries 
with  it  satisfactory  truths. 

Why  should  there  be  penalties  for  society  ?  If  no  more,  the  Supreme  law  of  society, 
that  of  self-preservation,  requires  it.  As  the  Creator  is  the  one  great  Supreme  standard 
for  the  uniTerse,  so  religion  must  be  the  supreme  standard  for  public  opinion.  What 
can  be  worse  than  a  rague,  miserable  public  opinion,  based  on  no  supreme  conservative 
principles?     The  world,  then,  suffers.     This  helps  to  bring  on  irretrievable  ruin. 

Is  the  bible  supreme  over  religion  and  mind  ?  Hather,  are  not  these  supreme  over  the 
bible  of  tradition  ? 

Too  seek  to  be  pure  with  the  best  ?  Yes.  The  bible  of  mind  comes  to  aid  in  the 
perfection  of  that  purity.  Why  should  there  not  be  freedom  in  religion  ?  Does  it  belong 
to  anything  but  mind,  the  beneficiary  ?  Some  seek  to  act  on  mere  temporal  policy,  to 
do  the  thing  of  intrigue  and  concealment,  so  as  not  to  be  found  out !  That  is  not  the 
aaSe  position.  Do  the  tiling  of  principle,  on  principle,  to  defy  crimination  of  the  world. 
It  is  not  the  bein^  found  out,  but  the  competency  to  triumph  over  vice. 

The  noblest  view,  the  highest  value  that  is  practicable  by  duty,  is  inculcated  by 
relig:ion.  There  can  be  no  sanctification  in  peculiar  faith,  as  religion  only  admits  justi* 
fication  through  grace,  and  mercy  for  hope. 

We  see  merely  one-sided  views  in  the  pulpit. 

Rational  discussion  is  the  only  fair  position  about  religion,  nothing  short  of  it.  Hers 
is  DO  negative,  but  a  positive  position.  The  rational  takes  precedence  of  the  irrational ; 
it  is  not  cold  nor  deficient,  when  it  is  the  only  thing  expedient.  It  is  the  creation  of 
God,  the  substantial  reality  for  the  embodied. soul,  in  all  its  duties  and  affections.  Ours 
is  to  build  up  and  expose  the  subtleties  and  sophistries  of  the  presumptive  substitutes. 
The  great  defect  and  error  in  mind  of  all,  are  the  partial  action  as  to  our  duty,  religion — 
it  lacks  legitimate  comprehension.  There  is  an  awful  vacuum  in  morals  and  happiness, 
oi^y  to  be  met  by  mind  in  its  wisest  actions  of  legislation,  rational  education,  &c. 

What  a  singular  idea  that  classes  of  people  are  sanctified,  have  gone  as  high  as  faith 
can  cany  them. 

Now  let  us  correct  the  priestocracy.  If  mind  had  attained  perfection  in  science  and 
wisdom,  it  were  all  right,  but  as  we  know  that  it  is  otherwise,  it  is  all  presumption  and 
aafsurance. 

The  world  has  to  adopt  principles  sooner  or  later,  if  it  adopt  justice.  The  world 
will  not  be  right  till  mind  be  right,  well  educated  and  cultivated. 

Reverence  God^s  principles  by  reverence  to  mind. 

In  seeking  afler  religion,  we  go  for  truth,  to  which  faith  and  fable  are  in  abeyance. 
One  of  the  great  secrets  of  life,  of  religion  that  imparts  mental  satisfaction,  is  to  have 
no  antagonism  with  the  world. 

How  can  the  world  avoid  that  ?  By  the  adoption  of  principles.  It  is  rational  edu- 
cdtioo  that  teaches  and  enables  individuals  and  nations  to  look  to  themselves  inde- 
pendently.    But  for  this,  an  insidious  world  will  use  them  to  the  end  of  their  lives. 

Religion  scorns  the  idea  of  idols  or  images  in  any  respect  whatever ;  it  seeks  not 
rites  or  ceremonies  of  faith,  but  goes. in  for  the  realities  of  mind. 

Religion  is  rational,  not  cold,  speculative  philosophy,  being  part  and  parcel  of  all 
rational  minds. 

There  is  but  one  thing  worthy  of  the  name  of  religion,  the  pure  adoration  of  Almighty 
God.     Who  had  this  ?     None  connected  with  priestocracy. 

Religion  seeks  the  exclusive  pure  empire  of  God,  who  is  universally  supreme.  The 
l^reat  essentials  should  be  correctly  appreciated  in  the  world. 

The  social  organization  requires  the  perfection  of  religion  in  practice. 

Religion  is  the  best  kind  of  law*  and  justice,  for  the  whole  human  family.  The 
reverence  due  to  God,  and  the  paramount  obligation  to  reli^on,  have  caused  this  work 
to  be  written.  It  is  practical  religion  that  is  worth  anything  to  the  social  relations  of 
the  world,  that  yields  no  individual  hypocrisy,  no  rational  aggression,  no  unnatural 
cnmes,  no  world^s  distress. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  man  have  religion,  and  disavow  all  peculiar 
iaiths  for  the  best  of  reasons,  universal  brotherhood,  that  cannot  be  established  without 
It.  See  the  state  of  all  peculiar  sects  that  have  deranged,  dissociated  and  demoralized 
the  whole  world  in  all  ages,  and  that  cannot  possibly  be  reconciled  because  they  are 
peenhar. 

Religion  is  all  trust  in  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  the  highest,  most  virtuous  duty 
lo  societr. 

The  elements  of  religion  are  in  all  rational  minds. 

The  world  has  the  best  of  reasons  for  rational  religion  to  secure  a  universal  brother- 
hoodf  to  stop  an  the  degradations  of  pretended  prophecy,  that  may  be  any  and  every- 
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thing  that  human  piracy  can  make  it  Pure  religion  is  confined  to  no  locality  nor  age, 
neither  to  sectarianism  of  Polytheism,  Christianity,  Judaism  or  Mormonism.  Before 
Christ  was  even  thought  of,  for  thousands  of  years  since  mind's  creation,  religion  neces- 
sarily existed  as  a  part  of  mind. 

The  Creator  managed  all  this  by  forethought,  whereas  the  priestocracy  has  interpo- 
lated their  puny  peculiar  faiths,  most  spurious  coin  of  after-thoughts. 

The  great  question  with  the  world,  lies  between  rational  religion  and  peculiar  faith, 
which  may  be  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahommedanism,  Mormonism,  but  not  religion. 

To  reach  this,  revelation  of  the  universe  must  be  appropriately  studied,  and  the 
proper  adoption  made.  All  the  revelations  of  peculiar  faith  or  tradition  bibles,  can 
never  reach  religion,  the  essential  principles  of  wliich  are  the  birth-right  constituents 
of  every  mind. 

The  great  question  then  is,  rational  religion  or  none. 

Peculiar  faith  makes  many  revelations  all  peculiar,  and  many  peculiar  assumptions. 
Rational  mind  has  rational  faculties  or  means  to  attain  its  happiness.  If  God  has  de- 
signed a  future  state  of  existence  for  mind,  most  clearly  it  is  improbable  that  the  per- 
fect Creator  should  have  given.several  revelations  to  the  world,  and  all  so  imperfect  as 
not  accomplish  his  object  by  a  majority  ! 

All  persons  ought  fiioroughly  to  know^  religion,  none  peculiar  faith.  The  main  great 
question  you  and  the  whole  world  are  concerned  in,  is  religipn.  But  all  the  bibles  of 
tradition  do  not  present  the  meagre  pretence  of  justice  to  mankind.  We  may  well  say, 
what  a  libel  on  justice  !  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  tliat  morals,  laws  and  government,  of 
the  right  cast,  are  a  part  and  parcel  of  religion,  that  no  peculiar  bibles  ever  yet 
presented. 

As  reformed  faith  advances  benefits  to  the  world,  so  will  rational  religion  complete 
the  position.     Religion  teaches  the  adoration  of  God  alone,  in  his  purity. 

What  is  sin  ?     Any  thing  antagonistic  to  God^s  immutable  principles. 

One  of  the  most  abominable  is  that  of  the  priestocracy,  to  render  God's  government 
divisible.  This  is  contemptible.  There  is  no  legitimate  ability  to  trade  on  the  capital 
of  any  peculiar  faith  offered  in  the  world. 

Religion  is  to  carry  out  the  highest  obligations  of  civilized  society.  The  whole 
question  of  religion  has  never  been  truly  solved,  and  the  balance  has  been  ignobly  sur- 
rendered to  peculiar  faith,  an  unscrupulous  usurper,  which  has  to  be  discarded  as  a  pre- 
liminary solution  by  mind,  ere  the  world  be  rightly  brought  to  its  relative  and  absolute 
position.  The  first  English  settlers  of  New  England  assume  to  have  emigrated  for 
religion,  not  for  bible  idols. 

What  promotes  the  first  ?  Assuredly,  not  tlic  last.  Then  the  world'  is  in  error, 
enslaved  by  peculiar  customs  and  habits.  Religion  bespeaks  the  purity  of  intention, 
and  the  intellectuality  of  design. 

As  to  sectarianism,  religion  is  not  divided.  When  there  is  the  spirit  of  division,  reli- 
gion is  not  there.  Religion  has  no  sectarianism.  Wherever  we  see  the  last,  the  first 
does  not  exist  at  all.  In  the  place  of  the  bible  of  peculiar  faiths,  she  uses  what  is 
available  all  the  time  in  her  utilitarian  processes,  in  law,  order  and  morals,  establishes 
the  noblest  institutions  practicable  for  the  world,  and  has  them  most  faithfully  carried 
out. 

The  Jew,  Christian,  Brahmin,  Bhuddist,  Mahommedan,  and  Mormon,  are  personally 
friends  by  direct  commercial  and  world-interests. 

Are  these  to  be  annihilated  in  useless  and  dangerous  faiths,  that  never  were  worth  an 
iota  to  the  sovereign  people,  being  mere  devices  to  uphold  dynasties  oppressive  to  the 
people? 

They  seek  to  know  what  to  be  at.  They  must  adopt,  what  rational  men  only  can 
do.  The  whole  world  of  peculiar  faiths  must  lay  them  aside,  and  unite  on  the  only 
platform  practicable,  given  them  by  God,  who  is  the  eternal  standard.  The  question 
of  religion  rises  above  all  peculiar  faiths.  I  go  for  the  soul  of  religion,  not  the  fomi 
of  peculiar  faith.  The  mere  intellectuality  of  man  will  not  do  in  all  this  matter,  much 
less  his  opinion  founded  on  the  authority  of  other  people's  pretences.  It  requires  the 
sod,  the  mind,  and  its  best  functions,  to  make  him  what  he  ought  to  be.  Mind  has  not 
accomplished  its  mission,  till  it  has  solved  tlie  mighty  question  of  religion  through  its 
highest  rationality.  With  that,  peculiar  faith  or  its  advocaftes,  have  nothing  to  do. 
But  the  term  of  religion  some  affect  to  be  a  rc-binding  again,  as  if  man  was  ever  cut 
loose  from  his  existence,  or  the  Author  of  his  existence.  He  may  adopt  any  absurd 
notion  about  faith,  and  affect  to  be  under  its  superstitious  protection,  but  that  has  not 
absolved  him  yet  from  abeyance  to  the  Author  of  his  creation,  whom  he  thus  constantly 
libels. 

The  world  needs  a  sound,  healthy,  public  mind.     It  can  be  only  on  the  conservative 
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{iriocipks  of  pure  religion,  not  of  peculiar  faith,  the  highest^  moet  refinlsd  civiliza^ 
tioo.  Religion  comraands  mind  to  investigate  with  reverential  duty,  its  position,  and 
not  let  the  world  plead  in  vain  for  necessary  assistance. 

She  institutes  all  the  proper  offices  of  life.  She  requires  all  to  treat  the  world  cour- 
teously, but  all  must  protect  themselves  against  its  machinations.  Religion  is  thai 
vrhich  unites  the  moral  Universe,  but  any  peculiar  faith,  Christianity,  Judaism,  or  any, 
separates  them  wide  apart,  and  renders  them  hostile  -!  Citizen  of  the  world,  think  of 
these  things.  Let  the  world  master  the  subject  of  Monotheism,  and  then  it  will  «ee  the 
fall  benefit  of  rational  religion. 

Religion  teaches  all  the  social^  civil  and  individual  duties,  the  filial  and  parental,  and 
M  the  kindred  relations.  The  obligation  to  poor  relations,  sisters  and  brothers,  arc 
paramount  to  empty  monuments  that  last  but  for  a  time. 

Religion  is  essential  to  the  cause  of  the  right  faith,  or  view  of  God*s  iaot&.  All  th« 
liecaliar-fiiith  bible  people  are  squatters  ^n  the  legitimate  premises  of  religion.  This 
^reai  question  of  religion  ought  to  be  satisfactorily  settled  before  the  world,  that  bible 
hoilies  may  ne  longer  blackguard  those  who  choose  to  think  rightly.  The  world  should 
see  a  i^cdy  end  to  all  the  pretences  of  all  peculiar  faiths. 

So  gr&ii  is  the  intrinsic  capital  of  virtue  and  integrity,  that  the  whole  world  afiects 
them  nrhen  not  inherent ;  therefore  the  standard  of  religion  establishes  the  position. 

Religion  has  ever  shed  its  divine  light  more  or  less  on  mind,  according  to  its  cultiva* 
tion. 

No  sect  aj}prepriates  religion  or  its  principles. 

When  wc  see  human  nature  in  its  proper  theatre,  the  trial  of  soul  in  matters  of 
interest-absorbing  transactions,  then  we  Can  appreciate  the  character  of  the  man  who 
suffers  none  to  excel  him  in  good  deeds,  courtesy  or  politeness,  the  result  of  enlightened 
•and  llberaliKed  mind,  thai  looks  at  truth  all  the  time. 

God  imrootable,  immaculate  and  infinite,  ever  must  regard  such  characters  with  due 
eonsideration.  Religion  counteracts  the  most  evil,  and  renders  the  suppression  the 
4Bain  otject  of  greatest  good,  to  the  greatest  number,  the  whole.  The  world  then  has 
to  combat  most  effectually  the  capital  sins  of  pride,  envy,  anger,  voluptuousness^ 
a^vaiice,  idleness,  gluttony,  ambition,  if  it  seek  that  happiness  of  mind  that  best  insures 
-the  hap{»ness  of  soul. 

Religion  promotes  excellence,  and  enlarges  the  intrinsic  ca{)acity  to  meet  the  facts 
snd  circumstances  for  a  successful. mastery,  and  turning  to  the  best  account  of  mind 
iiere,  of  the  soul  hereafter. 

Religion  teaches  the  world  to  abhor  the  degrading  sophistry  of  peculiar  faiths  that 
naetJs.  from  all  nuuily  views  that  look  to  principles.  She  teaches  mankind  to  faithfully 
oiaim  that  their  soul  exclusively  belongs  to  God,  the  sole  creator,  that  they  will  not 
4>etray,  traitor-Uke,  but  do  their  duty  to  all,  country^  friends  and  family,  and  be  above 
^ill  meanness,  even  to  its  shadow. 

Lei  the  world  be  rid  «)f  the  horrid  inrquity,  the  false  position,  the  degraded  prostitu-^ 
lion  of  sincerity  before  peculiar  faiths,  and  resume  the  God-given  religion. 

Suppose  all  the  time,  means,  and  pains  devoted  to  peculiar  matters  were  properly,  at 
once  and  forever,  given  to  all  that  is  religion  and  universal  brotherhood,  the  world  at 
once  would  be  in  a  fair  way  to  progress  rightly^  by  rational  education.  Religion  per- 
fluta  only  the  proper  independent  resentment  for  sclf^preservaftion,  and  all  that  must  be 
JO  the  absence  of  principles  of  one  «ide  or  the  other. 

If  a  person  acts  untruthfully  or  dishonestly,  surely  religion  will  not  passively  permit 
liini  to  prosper  thus.  Reformation  to  be  potential  in  its  comprehension,  must  soar  to 
Xh/B  inflaence  of  conservative  revolution,  as  much  above  the  attempt  of  a  Luther,  as 
chat  of  rational  religion  is  above  the  pretences  of  peculiar  faith,  as  much  above  passive 
toleration  as  universal  temperance  is  above  partial  drinking. 

Religion  teaches  the  world  never  to  be  identified  with  other  pe<^es'  weaknesses, 
^TTOTB,  much  less  then-  crimes.  Religion  is  Ood-gifl  to  mind,  and  is  inseparable  there^ 
from.      How  is  man  to  be  a  gentleman  ? 

Will  peculiar  faith,  that  alienates  mankind,  perfect  that  character  t  Religion  teaches 
all  to  remember,  never  forget  at  any  time  the  refined  courtesies  of  kfe.  You  cannot 
make  r^igkm  out  of  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  how  you  fix  it.  Religion  is  the  highest, 
^Ileflt,  most  complete  performance  of  duty  to  God  and  man,  in  its  primitive  purity. 
Ijei  the  conservative  principle  and  soul  of  religion  prevail  all  over  the  world,  let  it 
fcave  full  scope,  to  increase  the  heauty  and  loveliness  of  expansive  Mind.  Religion  al- 
lows of  no  equivocation  in  regard  to  the  equity  of  Justice  ;  her  advocates  respect  wise 
laws,  order,  honesty  and  truth.     Hers  is  the  abiding  spirit  of  oupreme  Good. 

The  question  arises,  why  not  have  mind  to  come  up  to  the  defence  of  property,  with*- 
mat  lock  or  law,  as  religion  is  for  world-usefulness  and  correction  ?    k   is  because 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


n  RATIOKAL  RELiaiOK  Aim  MORALS. 

peculiar  education  perverts  the  mental  organization,  and  holds  the  world  in  abeyance  to 
iU  Peculiar  faith  has  usurped  her  rightful  possession,  and  cuts  up  the  world  into  frag- 
ments, whereas  religion  blends  them  all  into  harmonious  universal  brotherhood. 

The  highest  of  all  rational  codes  is  that  of  religion,  that  has  no  contracted  sectional 
but  broadest  platforms.  People  should  see  their  way  clear  under  the  highest  code  of 
religion,  and  be  fearful  of  doing  any  thing  wrong.  The  sovereign  people  should  be  now 
held  responsible  for  the  correct  position  of  this  whole  matter.  Get  religion,  say  the 
peculiar  faith  priestoeracy.  But  what  was  mind  about  previously  1  That  is  the  great 
and  vital  question.  The  true  secret  of  religion  is  the  legitimate  government  of  the  pas- 
sions. Religion  tends  to  make  perfect  gentlemen,  and  the  world  most  peaceable  and 
friendly.    The  world  cannot  contend  at  all  about  religion. 

Conie,  reader,  let  us  have  the  mighty  question  of  religion  settled  ;  it  can  be  done 
certainly  by  the  best  of  truthful  and  good  faith,  the  best  of  faith  decision. 

Religion  requires  mankind  to  pay  what  they  owe  at  the  time  and  way,  patriotism  to 
their  country,  brotherhood  to  the  world,  religion,  instead  of  peculiar  faith,  to  their  God, 
their  highest  parental,  filial,  conjugal  and  social  duties.  Religion  is  to  make  us  most 
contented,  happy  and  most  extensively  useful.  Religion,  the  great  law  of  nature  and 
morality,  is  incompatible  with  peculiar  faith  doctrines  of  Jew  or  Gentile.  The  priest- 
ocracy  talk  of  spiritualizing  religion ;  that  is  the  highest  duty  on  this  earth  for  indivi- 
dud,  socml,  natioimJ  and  world  morality.  How  will  you  like  people  of  the  world  to  be 
deceived,  deluded  out  of  the  only  practical  part  of  true  religion,  for  all  the  false  pre- 
tences of  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  priestocracy  ?  What  are  either  of  the  last  worth  to 
yoal 

Reiigkm  is  attractive  and  lovely,  but  peculiar  faith  is  odious  and  contemptible*  The 
mass  of  the  people  have  mistaken  peculiar  faith  for  religion. 

Gratitude  is  a  great  action  due  from  man  to  God,  and  should  be  paid  to  mankind  for 
the  indebtedness  to  God.  Citizen  of  the  world,  let  us  understand  each  other.  If  you 
are  disinterested,  and  not  the  bigot  of  superstition  and  peculiar  bible  faith,  then  you 
must  be  a  rational  being,  and  if  we  both  possess  rational  minds,  we  must  agree  on  the 
rational  principles  of  religion,  the  highest  duty  known  to  rational  mind. 

The  whole  world  should  seek  the  best  and  highest  individual,  social,  national  and  world 
morals  with  religion  to  man  and  God.  You  ask  for  the  purity  of  society,  the  chastity  of  your 
wife,  the  elevatod  justice  of  ihe  world,  the  universal  benefit  of  society  ?  Then  you 
should  have  acted  all  your  part  to  promote  such  excellence,  such  exaltation.  All  this 
is  pre-eminently  embraced  in  the  holy  precincts  of  religion.  Say  what  you  will  of  this 
kind  of  fTovemment,  and  that  kind  of  peculiar  faith,  still  is  there  that  highest  Supreme 
Tribunal  established  in  this  earth,  where  a  world's  justice  can  be  dispensed  but  with , 
religion  ?  None  but  pure  religion  can  establish  it.  That  spirit  never  yet  has  been  in- 
stituted by  all  peculiar  faiths,  whose  whole  elements  are  not  competent  as  they  are  net 
inherent. 

Because  one  disbelieves  in  the  peculiar  faith  bible,  that  so  far  from  exempting  any 
rational  beings  from  duties,  social  and  rational,  obligates  them  more. 

When  the  acts  of  nations  become  to  be  scanned  as  individuals  by  the  world's  tribunal, 
whose  enlightened  opinion  will  become  appropriately  potent,  then  morals  and  religion 
will  take  precedence  as  omnipotent  agents  for  mind.  To  keep  the  world  happy,  at  ease, 
contented,  and  in  the  progress  of  mind's  light,  is  the  part  of  religion,  but  peculiar 
faith  seeks  all  it  can  for  self,  conspires  and  combines  with  despotic  union  for  coUosion 
to  deceive,  enslave  and  render  mind  benighted. 

I  give  credit  to  all  mankind  for  all  the  religion  they  do  possess,  and  that  is  Monothe- 
ism, or  Rational  Religion.  The  right  soul  throughout  the  world  can  only  be  rightly 
maintained  by  rational  religion.  The  world  needs  religion  ;  it  demands  the  action  of 
the  legitimate  direction  of  all  the  holiest  matters,  also  the  exclusion  of  even  the  means  of 
nseless  popular  excitement  in  peculiar  faith,  the  agitation  of  impracticable  and  hurtful 
world  measures.  Why  do  I  come  out  so  strongly  1  To  adjust  the  whole  rights  of  mind,  re- 
ligion as  due  the  Creator,  to  whom  the  only  exclusive  reverence  is  due,  all  else  is  blas- 
phemy, impiety,  sacrilege.  The  world  needs  the  great  vital  principle  of  religion.  I 
Know  none  but  one  religion,  monotheism,  one  society,  the  universal  brotherhood  of  civi- 
lized, refined  mankind  :  all  others  are  of  the  devices  of  man  and  will  be  finite.  Reli- 
gion rises  equal  to  all  the  demands  made  upon  it,  whilst  all  peculiar  faiths  fall  invaria- 
bly below  their  dignity.  Religion  bestows  universal  and  uniform  protection  to  save  the 
world  from  antaffonismsthe  most.  The  great  world  questions  to-day  are  not  whether 
we  can  reach  all  at  once  the  solution  of  the  weighty  matters  to  be  accomplished,  but 
whether  we  can  progress  in  laying  all  proper  foundations  upon  rational  principles  and 
no  other. 

Religion  obliges  men  to  do  tha^  which  is  right,  to  take  the  lofUest  character  aiid  me- 
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6mi,  wiUmat  corapalslon.  She  causes  man  to  honor  himself  hy  advocating  God^s  unity, 
all  that  is  exclusively  due  it.  Rationality  connects  us,  with  due  appreciation  of 
I>eity.  It  is  she  that  teaches  us  to  duly  estimate  that  adversity  has  made  the  world 
more  virtuous.  The  religion  of  rational  mind  bids  us  put  ourselves  beyond  the  reach 
•f  vice.     Can  there  be  any  improvements  on  truth  and  reason  ? 

ReligioB  comprehends  ail  legitimate  pleasures.  But  what  has  the  laity  to  do  with 
religion  ?     Every  thing,  as  universal  property  of  mind. 

But  is  it  not  the  peculiar  property  of  the  priestocracy  ?  That  at  once  decides  their 
ebim  not  to  be  religion  but  peculiar  faith,  for  religion  is  universal  to  rational  minds. 

The  priestocracy  may  arrogate  all  their  peculiar  faiths  as  monopolies  to  themselves, 
but  let  them  not  diffuse  one  iota  of  such  poison  in  popular  minds. 

Religion  has  permanent  principles,  that  cannot  be  appropriated  by  any  cliques  or  pro- 
lessioDs.     All  that  pertains  to  religion  must  be  immutable  as  principles. 

The  doctrine  of  peculiar  faith,  ever  variable  and  changing,  is  a  libel  on  religion. 
Confidence  most  rational  binds  us  to  the  Great  First  Cause  in  genuine  humility,  and 
tills  eonstitates  rational  religion  to  God,  the  supreme  and  universal  standard,  who  is  the 
^anchor  of  principles  for  a  universal  guide.  The  God  of  nature  is  identified  with  nature, 
the  rules  of  which  are  his  immutable  princifrfes.  The  fixedness  of  principles  is  a  guar- 
antee, a  bond  of  religion,  between  the  Creator  and  the  universe.  Without  such  oonse- 
<7nUion  of  inunutability,  the  whole  would  be  subject  to  reckless  contingencies  and 
wrecks.  What  nonsense  to  forsake  principles,  tluit  by  religion  bind  all  mankind  to 
their  Creator. 

Atheism  and  polytheism  are  deficient  in  all  this,  for  want  of  justice  to  the  pure  au* 
^lor  of  onr  existence.  Religion  as  most  philosophical,  depends  on  the  best  science  of 
zalaonal  pnnciples,  to  become  most  rational. 

She  infiuences  all  rational  minds,  in  ratio  to  their  rationality  and  the  appropriate  ra^ 
tiooal  education.  If  it  were  not  so,  why  are  those  religious  and  good  not  possessing 
peculiar  faith? 

Nothing  can  obliterate  religion  from  the  universe.  Let  the  miad  be  engulphed  in  ail 
the  horrors  of  barbarism,  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  it  there,  fi>r  the  God  of  Reli- 
gion indited  it  on  man^s  soul  for  the  noblest,  most  universal  purposes.  How  often  does 
moch  of  the  world  affect  that  it  does  not  concern  them,  to  act  their  part  in  religion. 
Religion  and  its  rightful  state  do  concern  the  whole  of  mankind,  and  if  carried  propeiv 
Ij  and  rationally  out,  would  exclude  all  the  equivocal  state  of  morals,  &c,  growing  out 
of  its  neglect  by  new  doctrines  and  practices  of  spurious  faith.  If  a  man  be  of  the 
ri^t  stamp,  education,  &c.,  all  may  be  well.  What  an  illustrious,  noble  theatre,  had 
Washington,  whose  example  will  be  honored  the  world's  age.  What  an  ignoble  one 
had  Moses  and  his  priestocracy,  to  impose  the  deepest  tricks  upon  the  Jews  for  reli- 
gion !  The  world  needs  religion,  not  Judaism  nor  any  sectarianism,  to  exempt  itself 
from  crimes,  faults  and  follies,  that  peculiar  faith  increases. 

Let  not  superficial  critics  pretend  that  superstition  and  false  faith  werjB  the  only  means 
to  govern  the  ancients,  when  the  God  of  mind  gave  the  reverse  as  conservatives.  The 
•ame  might  as  well  affirm  that  California  gold  mines  had  caused  the  world  to  sin,  when 
it  vras  the  perversion  of  mind.  Where  was  religion  anterior  to  the  institution  of  all 
poeoliar  fiuths,  Jew  and  others  ?  Where  it  is  now  and  has  ever  been,  true  representa- 
cive  of  its  author,  God,  supreme  over  all  such  pretences. 

The  Romanists  pay  more  respect  to  saints,  so  miscalled,  than  they  do  to  God,  the 
tf'Jfect  of  the  vices,  of  their  peculiar  faith.  I  seek  to  disabuse  the  public  mind,  and  have 
all  aboot  religion  right. 

No  peculiar  faith  or  bibles,  ministers,  churches,  or  missionaries,  one  or  all  the  aids 
employed,  can  begin  to  reach  the  main  and  vital  question  of  religion,  but  they  will 
mialead  souls  farther  from  the  real  and  essential  o^ect.  Dismiss  all  these  as  trash, 
»Qd  let  the  soul  confide  in  all  its  deepest  humility  in  its  creator.  Do  you  wish  to  be 
right  ?    Then  you  wish  not  to  be  a  bigot. 

Religion  in  pm^roiaent  justice  in  the  beat  of  good  fiuth^  towards  the  God  of  the  uni- 
werse  and  man.  It  is  most  essential  to  know  and  premiae  what  is  religion,  for  the 
eonrone  carriet  in  its  face  fraud,  untruth  and  dishonesty.  The  world  has  only  very 
partklly  thought  correctly  on  religion,  as  it  has  recklessly  and  heedlessly  submitted  to 
the  noreenary  speculations  of  an  avaricious  priestocracy.  However  it  may  have  been 
duped  for  thousands  of  years  by  the  advocates  of  the  false  position,  it  should  not  be 
ashamed  to  amend.  Gratitude  in  all  things  is  due  from  mind  to  its  Creator,  who  is  pre- 
«niinently  characterized  by  love,  wisdom  asd  perfection.  The  world  has  been  too  long 
■niQted  aad  deceived,  by  peculiar  bible  sophists.  The  sooner  mothers  arrive  at  the 
ntsmt  correct  conclusion,  the  better  for  their  offspring.  They  might  linger  for  them  in 
^aabt  and  unoeitainty,  but  for  the  universal  care  of  the  Universe  Creator. 
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Religion  is  the  consummation  of  correct  knowledge  and  dUty,  to  man  »n<f  God, 
Principles  are  universal  laws  of  nature,  immutable  and  eternal,  inviolable  as  equitable 
and  just.     Never  violate  principles. 

Religion  is  one  of  the  loveliest  of  matters,  and  the  individual  may  feel  all  that  he 
may  expect  to  realize  from  rational  actions  and  feelings.  Religion  governs  minds, 
thoughts,  words  and  deeds — is  the  only  legitimate  government  adapted  to  mind^s  organ- 
ization. She  cannot  vary,  but  has  unity  as  principles  that  are  universal.  Religion 
calls  for  all  the  legitimate  advancements  of  rational  mind,  the  properly  conducted  un- 
restricted range  of  discussion  on  all  apppropriate  subjects  that  will  advance  mind  to 
the  right  point.  Churches  should  be  public  arenas  for  this  purpose  and  nothing  less, 
to  hear  all  sides  to  secure  the  right  one.  Religions  fortitude  can  be  defined,  a  firm 
Hu&intenance  of  the  best  appreciation  of  the  religion  of  principles.  The  question  of 
rehgion  is  one  of  mind,  that  holds  fiiith  in  abeyance  to  truth,  and  forever  decides  the 
world-^de  agitation  on  rational  principles,  that  of  free  agency.  This  consigns  all  pe- 
culiar faith  people  to  non-existence. 

Mind  is  in  its  legitimate  element,  when  it  is  under  principles.  What  system  then,, 
gives  principles  ?  Religion.  We  then  have  to  investigate  this  superb,  supreme,  sub- 
lime subject,  to  reach  the  most  legitimate  conclusions. 

Atheism  allows  mind  to  grope  in  the  dark  af^r  a  creator,  and  of  course  gives  us 
none  of  his  principles,  rolytheism  gives  us  false  doctrines  and  positions,  and  both 
mere  hopelessness.  What  is  the  difference  between  these  two  ?  That  is  of  little  con- 
sequence,  for  they  are  worthless.  Of  course  all  mind^s  circumstances  the  most 
elevated  require  the  exercise  of  principles,  and  if  mind  be  corrupted  l^  peculiar 
education,  it  is  most  corrupted. 

What  a  sacrilege  are  the  peculiar  faiths  of  polytheism  entailing  on  minds.  Being 
failures  they  permit  it  to  run  riot  in  vice  and  crimes,  rather  than  concede  the  right  in- 
struction to  monotheism.  She  teaches  the  true  secret  of  life,  to  seek  to  be  always 
satisfied,  with  the  best  the  safest  done.  A  virtuous  life  is  the  best  insurance  of  happi- 
ness, especially  in  society  that  is  so  mixed,  as  to  excite  distrust. 

The  progress  of  relipon  is  arrested  by  the  prejudiced  bigotry  of  eld  exploded  bibles 
-—that  of  course  must  be  put  down. 

ANALYSIS  OF  MIND  AND  ITS  FUNCTIONS  RESUMED. 

Mixid,  well  constituted  and  organized,  well  balanced  by  appropriate  cultivation,  can 
never  surrender  paramount  principles  essential  to  its  vital  enjoyment,  or  immortal  action 
in  more  exalted  spheres. 

The  due  cultivation  of  mind  is  requisite  to  resist  the  fascinations  of  temptations,  the 
deceits  of  sophistry,  the  various  forms  of  superstition,  and  adhere  knowingly  to  the 
protective  benefijts  of  rational  rectitude. 

Above  all  earthly  considerations  is  the  absolute  necessity  of  mind  eliciting  the  wisest 
national  and  self-governments,  most  ably  sustained  by  the  wisest  legislation,  to  best 
effectually  repel  all  malign  dynasties. 

Faith,  reason,  and  truth,  bow  recognised  by  mind  ?  Faith  is  an  act  of  the  mind,  to 
satisfy  which  we  adopt  the  solution  and  test  of  reason  to  secure  truth,  by  analyfeis  and 
analogy. 

It  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  otherwise,  from  the  very  faculties  with  which  we  are 
endowed  by  the  God  of  reason. 

We  cannot  adopt  faith  on  unreasonable  testimony,  as  our  minds  are  not  so  eonatiftuted 
to  elicit  truth. 

All  truthful  faith  must  be  sincerely  embraced  to  be  faithful  to  our  highest  ri^ts,  elae 
the  result  is  most  hostile  to  our  highest  interest,  nusleadmg  us  into  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers. 

The  proper  functions  of  truth  and  reason  require  faith  to  rest  om  rational  and  proper 
testimony. 

Mind  IS  for  ever  the  analyst,  edf  and  free  agent  to  proper  attainment  of  its  security^ 
by  reason,  of  facts  under  its  cognisancey  or  solution  through  analogy. 

Faith  is  not  for  assumptions,  fables,  and  legends,  as  eur  tyrants  to  enslave  or  terrify,, 
but  the  true  friend  of  humanity  on  rational  testimony  to  satisfy. 

Faith  nevor  can  go  beyond  reason — ^if  so,  then  the  richest  functions  of  the  mind  are 
at  an  end. 

Reason  holds  faith  accountable  and  responsible  to  the  functions  of  mind,  else  God 
Bevor  gave  reason  nor  conservative  principles  to  the  universe,  as  they  are  useless  if  not 
appreciated  by  mind  for  its  good. 
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It  is  impo6«ble  for  faith  to  triumph  over  reason  ;  the  minor  or  less  would  then  be  supe- 
rior  to  the  major  or  greater,  an  absurdity  and  a  blot  on  the  assertor^s  mind,  a  libel  on 
Deity  and  his  best  gifts,  the  foul  blot  of  fanaticism  and  superstition. 

As  all  faith  comes  through  the  mind,  all  bibles  as  trustworthy  must  be  the  bibles  of 
mind,  amenable  to  reason  and  philosophical  principles. 

All  others  are  the  bibles  of  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries,  all  of  which  are 
incr^nsbtent  with  reason  and  truth,  and  cannot  possibly  arouse  proper  faith,  suitable  for 
free  and  intelligent  minds. 

All  such  bibles  are  the  works  of  insidious  masters,  and  not  of  soul-ennobling  principles. 

No  traditions  of  faith,  ancient  or  modem,  that  are  obsolete,  obscure,  or  contradictory  ; 
partial  in  time  and  space,  and  peculiar  in  all ;  that  appropriate  phenomena  of  nature  super- 
cacural,  unreasonable  and  unrecorded  by  God's  works ;  peculiar  endowments  of  mankind 
with  prophecy  limited  to  the  exposure  of  science  that  explodes  superstition  ;  language 
misunderstood  and  liable  to  a  multitude  of  misinterpretations,  mistranslations  and  mis- 
c<>fi>t ructions ;  above  all,  mysterious  of  themselves,  giving  man's  mysteries  for  God's 
elaborate  and  perfect  wisdom :  subject  to  contingency  in  hearing  and  excluding  the 
rori:>iaQt  monitor,  an  enlightened  conscience,  that  teaches  the  perfection  of  the  Almighty, 
whoj»e  noblest  attribute  is  unity,  from  its  highest  duties  of  ever  watching  at  the  shrine  of 
the  soul,  and  substituting  irresponsible  proxies  for  hire  and  gain  ;  holding  up  their  best 
hirhts  and  examples  as  universal  comiptors  of  the  people,  by  broken  faith,  repudiation 
of  honest  debts,  termination  in  idolatry,  murder,  thefl,  adultery,  and  hypocrisy  ;  inipo- 
sitiim  of  mortals,  bom  and  dead  as  itiortals  ;  speculating  in  impiety  and  blasphemy  offered 
for  immortals ; — can  have  a  proper  claim  to  confidence,  or  the  sincere  faith  of  mind 
endowed  with  reason,  to  supersede  God — ^inmiortal  and  supreme  over  all,  by  the  mere 
pretences  of  men ! 

The  functions  of  mind  are  to  secure  reason,  guide  of  rational  religionists  or  mono- 
th^i^ts,  believers  in  the  one  living  God,  and  his  principles  conservative  to  his  creation. 
Thk$  position  is  absolutely  necessary  to  exclude  the  demoralizing  doctrines  of  atheism, 
that  pretends  to  a  universe  without  conservative  principles,  physically,  morally,  and 
religiously  ;  also  to  exclude  those  of  polytheism,  or  belief  in  any  plurality  of  gods ;  which 
Ixst  doctrine  must  have  various  antagonistic  or  inefficient  dogmas,  with  analogous  appro- 
r.ation  of  mind,  all  of  which  must  finally  be  referred  to  the  supremacy  of  the  only  Great 
First  Cause  of  all,  whose  conservative  principles  are  paramount  to  all ;  and  certainly 
to  exclude  any  system  if  indifferent  to  the  conservation  of  legitimate,  social  and  religious 
daties,  relations,  and  virtues. 

The  doctrine  or  belief  in  any  number  of  gods,  infinite,  trinity,  or  more  than  one  God, 
is  alike  embraced  in  polytheism,  all  equally  demoralizing  and  hostile  to  the  unity,  su- 
preme rights  and  character  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  the  sole  creator  of  the  universe, 
and  by  right  of  genius,  the  exclusive  proprietor. 

Any  such  faith  necessarily  introduces  chaos  and  confusion  into  Deity's  government, 
a  vile  usurpation  on  God's  rights. 

Such  faith  gives  imposition  to  mind,  and  blasphemy  unto  Deity. 

The  conception  of  such  impeaches  mind  and  its  best  qualities. 

The  results  of  all  such  faith  are  proved  by  the  history  of  the  world  to  have  been 
demoralizing,  and  productive  of  an  immense  train  of  corruption  and  evil. 

Those  who  adopt  such  doctrine  knowingly,  present  a  corrupt  doctrine  of  faith,  not 
sustainable  in  any  moral  attributes  of  exalted  social  relations. 

This  confusion  is  plain  in  the  world,  from  dreadful  conflicts  pf  false  faith  in  all  ages, 
arting  on  perverted  mind,  embittered  by  deadly  feuds,  animosities,  strife,  hatred,  malice, 
injustice,  reckless  shedding  of  the  blood  of  millions,  sparing  neither  ages  nor  sex,  out- 
nging  by  exile  and  banishment;  and  exterminating  with  the  most  ferocious  fanaticism, 
the  most  vindictive  butchery,  murders,  tortures  at  the  stake  by  fires,  and  the  most  savage 
warfare  on  rights,  reputation,  and  mind. 

The  only  remedy  is  through  reason,  representative  of  truth,  that  refers  to  the  unity  of 
the  Great  First  Cause,  and  erects  on  Uiis,  the  onlv  foundation — the  unity  of  one  brother- 
hood of  the  world,  for  whose  universal  benefit  anJ  stock,  universal  principles  have  been 
given  by  the  Creator. 

Through  man's  life,  from  youth  to  matured  age,  what  else  protected  him  all  the  time 
hot  these  very  conservative  principles,  adequate  to  representatives  of  Deity  ?  They 
were  in  existence  from  the  foundation  of  the  universe,  that  was  chaos  but  for  them,  that 
etl^nitiy  and  suMiniely  operate,  physically  and  morally,  and  none  but  the  Creator  is  the 
wi?^r,  bat  through  mind,  his  inspiration  that  recognises  and  performs  what  is  necessary. 

The  atheist  denies  the  existence  of  a  God,  then  he  denies  the  principles  of  the  uni- 
T'^rse,  whose  wisest  organization  utterly  condemns  him,  and  of  his  own  vital  existence 
t2at  be  cauoot  viobte  without  penalty. 
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The  atheist  must  deny  these  incontestible  proofs  if  he  deny  the  First  Great  Cause. 

Is  the  mind  of  such  a  being  sane  ? 

Let  a  derangement  exist  l^tween  the  relations  of  the  sun  and  any  of  the  planets  be. 
longing  to  lus  solar  system,  and  the  physical  principles  are  clearly  proved  to  be  existent  ^ 
but  the  wise  and  sound  mind  has  already,  with  sublime  contemplation,  recognised  those 
principles,  in  the  prevailing  order  of  such  spheres,  and  especially  in  the  sublime  harmony 
of  the  universe. 

Much  more  do  the  moral  principles  apply,  when  we  see  the  derangement  of  man's 
nature  from  his  vices.  Then  physical,  moral,  and  religious  moral  principles  preyail, 
and  must  be  recognised  by  all  wise  and  sound  minds. 

MIND— FAITH— THEOLOGY. 

Mind  then  has  to  assert  its  dignity,  independence  of  Feudalism  or  feudal  vassalage, 
light,  rifi;ht,  beauty,  strength,  greatness,  goodness,  patriotism  and  wisdom,  to  resist  a 
blind  and  fanatic  faith. 

Faith,  religious  particularly,  must  be  addressed  to  reason,  to  claim  mind's  belief  and 
truth's  assent,  otherwise  it  universally  merits  its  supreme  contempt,  for  enlightened 
conscience  is  ever  excluded  by  blind  relief. 

Freemen  know  no  other  avenue  for  honest  men,  ever  since  the  days  of  American 
Independence,  when  freedom  of  government  gave  freedom  to  reason,  and  independence 
to  truth,  on  all  legitimate  subjects,  of  which  religious  freedom  is  pre-eminent. 

Theology  is  then  ever  free  for  discussion,  as  any  matter  of  mind  in  all  its  bearings, 
from  tiiought  to  action. 

Mind  demands  proper  reading  of  reason's  language. 

But  the  people  are  certainly  lost,  many  affect,  if  they  do  not  have  faith  of  peculiar 
character. 

Can  any  people  be  saved,  without  honest,  that  is,  rational  faith  ?  Such  faith  is  not 
peculiar,  but  universal.  Those  who  do  not  believe  in  some  peculiar  faith,  are  damned  f 
And  yet  they  are  to  be  saved  by  faith,  honest  or  dishonest  1     Faith  they  must  have ! 

Was  there  ever  such  imposition  on  mind  ? 

Is  the  world  to  believe  in  religion,  but  what  is  rational  and  honest,  to  have  consistent 
actions  ? 

The  sublimest  system  of  religion  calls  for  faith  on  its  merits,  without  which  none  can 
exist. 

For  want  of  faith,  the  soul  is  to  be  damned,  yet  she  is  not  to  call  upon  the  only  Sen- 
tinel on  the  watch-tower  of  her  liberty  and  salvation,  but  is  to  cast  her  off  most  absurdly 
with  ignominious  surrender  to  seducers  and  speculators ! 

Can  the  conscience  and  reason  of  enlightened  freedom  exist  and  flourish  in  any  such 
faith? 

The  greatest  varie^  of  peculiar  faiths  may  rise  up,  all  intended  to  deceive  axid 
beguile  the  people,  unless  all  such  faiths  are  made  subject  to  the  majesty  of  reason, 
truth,  and  principles,  that  are  the  only  safe  protection  for  mind. 

The  more  diversified  faith  in  her  various  peculiar  systems,  the  more  is  tliat  faith  to 
be  scanned  by  reason,  for  if  mind  do  not  consult  reason  in  this  labyrinth  of  mere  opin- 
ions, what  else  can  it  consult  rightly  and  justly,  to  reach  the  only  one  of  truth  ? 

There  is  no  safety  in  any  peculiar  faith,  without  reason. 

What  mockery  of  wisdom  and  religion,  to  exclude  reason,  the  noblest  attribute  of 
mind ! 

What  treachery  to  the  noblest  treasure  of  the  Universe,  free  agency  of  mind  !  Free 
agency  of  mind  cannot  exist,  without  reason,  a  position  that  excludes  the  responsibility 
of  mind,  of  soul. 

Where  can  there  be  a  juster  and  wiser  faith,  than  in  reason  that  characterizes  truth 
and  justice  ? 

Such  faith  is  the  friend  and  beneficiary  of  mind. 

FAITH  FROM  UNIVERSAL  FACTS. 

Thinos  seen  do  declare  universally  the  character  of  the  Creator ;  the  hand-writing^ 
is  there  surely,  not  to  be  counterfeited. 

The  system^  of  the  Universe  do  declare  their  soul  and  first  cause,  which  is  name 
potent  enough  in  character  for  mind,  just  and  true  to  his  exclusive  attributes. 

Analogy  of  philosophical  analysis  gives  us  the  balance  in  the  process  of  freeman^a 
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higbeat  state,  refined  ciTilization.  This  is  omnipotent  faith,  to  mind  progressing  in  the 
knowledge  of  science  and  thought. 

Let  none  with  the  picture  of  iniquity  resulting  from  peculiar  faith  and  its  attendant 
eTils,  arising  as  a  necessary  consequence  for  refu^  to  God  his  universal  attributes,  im- 
pionslj  and  blasphemously  mislead  himself  for  the  best  years  of  his  life,  after  a  yain 
and  particular  faith  that  is  to  injure  creation,  marring  its  brightest  lustre,  and  libelling 
its  Creator. 

Let  hone  die,  as  millions  of  good  citizens,  thinking  of  adopting  a  faith,  tliat  their 
enli^tened  conscience  refuses  to  their  dying  breath. 

But  let  them,  as  worthy  citizens,  know  that  their  Creator  as  great  in  preservation  as 
creation,  is  fully  competent  to  do  all  for  his  purpose,  despite  of  all  the  legends  of  sys- 
tems of  man^s  opinions  and  libels. 

Then  all  rational  minds  have  the  essential  and  inherent  elements  of  true  faith  of 
rational  religion,  that  honors,  if  rightly  directed  to  none  but  the  living  God,  and  blesses 
the  soul  that  it  honors. 

All  rational  beings  are  bound  to  one  faith,  honestly  woven  in  their  nature,  by  the  God 
of  Nature. 

The  only  saving  fiiith,  comes  from  the  Supreme  Power. 

Is  faith  competent  to  go  beyond  reason,  then  mind  is  competent  to  embrace  a  position 
bevond  the  great  first  cause  ? 

^is  pretence,  would  expose  a  universal  imposition.  Any  tradition  of  this  character, 
carries  on  its  face  the  clearest  evidence  of  its  ow^n  destruction,  and  the  means  of  its 
own  refutation. 

Tlie  constitaent  elements  of  religious  faith  refer  exclusively  to  the  Creator  of  mind. 

THE  GREAT  FIRST  CAUSE. 

DBITT  AlfD  HIS  RIOHTFUL   ATTRIBUTC8,   FUNCTIONS,  AND   PBINCIPLB8. 

Thv  great  first  cause,  is  Supreme  and  Immortal  God  of  Nature,  to  be  recognised  by 
enlightened  mind,  and  best  appreciated  by  soundest  reason. 

l&s  names  may  be  as  diversified,  as  mind  can  portray  God^s  supreme  excellence. 

God  is  Creator  of  the  Universe  and  its  eternal  conservative  principles,  that  vindicate 
themselves  for  his  supreme  power,  that  is  Almiffhty,  Omnipotent,  and  Supreme  Ruler 
of  Creation.     There  can  be  no  other  God,  as  all  else  are  his  created  beings. 

God*s  function  is  creation,  to  which  all  others  are  subordinate.  His  functions,  attri- 
botea,  and  principles,  render  him  omniscient,  knowing  all  things  in  time,  space,  and 
eternity. 

Omnipotent,  existing  throughout  and  occupying  time,  space,  and  eternity,  the  perfect 
Creator  of  the  Universe. 

God  is  not  pecoliar,  but  universal  in  his  attributes. 

GrtNi^s  excellence  is  unmistakable  to  enlightened  reason,  through  which  his  only  lan- 
guage is  addressed  to  all  created  minds,  that  approach  nearest  with  their  essential  qual- 
ities, to  his  best  appreciation. 

God's  excellence  is  eternally  proclaimed  and  vindicated  in  all  his  works,  through 
which  he  alone  communicates  his  qualities,  and  unveils  his  attributes. 

God's  presence  is  veiled  to  mortals,  and  can  only  be  approached  in  a  better,  future, 
and  more  elevated  state  of  excellence,  through  immortality,  the  exponent  of  the  soul's 
worth  and  character,  and  of  its  blissful  fruition. 

God^'s  word  is  the  Universe  document  recognised  in  the  tablets  of  mind,  to  be  enlight- 
ened by  reason  as  worthy  analyst  of  the  Universe. 

The  court  of  conscience  which  declares  mind  enlightened  by  reason,  can  only  take 
cognizance  of  any  affirmation  or  tradition  of  faith,  on  the  just  principles  and  proper 
maadjm  of  truth.    All  others  are  preposterous  and  unjust  in  the  sight  of  Omniscience. 

Among  God's  Principles,  written  by  the  Immortal  Hand  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  that  the 
fiaite  finger  of  mortals  cannot  counterfeit,  are  Purity,  Justice,  Mercy,  Goodness,  Be- 
nevolence, Immutability,  Perfection,  some  of  his  attributes. 

God's  power  is  indivisible  and  adequate,  therefore  excludes  any  participation  of  his 
attoibutes  in  every  respect.  God  is  too  powerful  to  need,  as  his  attribute,  Omnipo- 
tence, or  Almighty,  implies,  and  too  great  to  admit  any  Vicegerent  assistant  or  Messiah, 
mere  creatures,  but  his  conservative  principles,  that  embrace  universal  good,  and  ex- 
elode  its  negative  partial  evil,  ministers  alone  of  his  excellence,  and  exponents  of  all 
otiters  as  impostors  of  blasphemy. 

Under  those  principles,  the  means  of  universal  inspiration,  mind  acts  on  mind. 
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Man^s  crude  opinions  and  insidious  dogmas  have  superceded  principles,  and  Messiahs 
with  their  minions,  priests,  preachers  and  devotees,  have  invaded  the  province  of  the 
Almighty  !     Superstition  enslaves  minds  and  renders  them  vassal. 

God's  goodness  and  purity  created  good  in  its  amplest  extent,  which  is  only  limited 
in  enjoyment  by  the  operations  of  mind,  that  creates  by  perversion  its  negative,  evil. 
The  goodness  and  punty  of  God,  exclude  the  original  or  subsequent  creation  of  spirits 
of  evil,  as  non-essential  to  his  magnanimity  or  greatness,  and  antagonistic  to  the  good- 
ness of  his  soul,  and  the  supremacy  of  his  Omnipotence.  Much  more  do  these  attri- 
butes exclude  any  seduction  by  sin  from  his  pure  presence,  into  which  impurity  cannot 
enter,  of  any  beings,  especially  blessed  souls,  and  happy  in  that  blessing. 

God's  purity  and  immutability  in  that  purity,  are  the  best  guarantees  of  immutability 
of  happiness  to  beatific  beings,  that  otherwise  would  be  liable  to  temptation,  transgres- 
sion and  expulsion,  consequent  thereon  at  any  duration  and  period  of  eternity.  There 
can  be  no  greater  libel  of  Deity  and  imposition  on  mind,  than  the  code  of  machinerj' 
of  devils,  and  the  necessity  of  messengers  or  angels  and  messiahs  in  the  universe  of 
the  Almighty,  supreme  in  hia  perfection.  Mind,  inspired  by  the  wisest  philosophical 
science,  can  only  appreciate  the  first  elements  of  Deity's  genius,  in  the  sublime  mag- 
nificence of  the  works  of  his  universe.  The  very  equilibrium  of  its  sphere  silences  in 
the  profoundest  admiration,  mind.  Mind  yields  all  its  aspirations  and  intellectual  claims 
of  the  loftiest  ambition,  in  due  voluntary  submission  of  humility  at  the  shrine  of  his 
Creator,  beyond  whom  it  cannot  pass,  and  has  to  invoke  for  the  solution  of  the  might- 
iest problem,  the  self-existence  of  God,  the  gift  of  higher  intellectual  organs,  and  a 
nobler,  an  immortal  position. 

On  this  earthly  theatre  it  is  our  duty  to  seek  the  right  appreciation  of  Deity,  for  su- 
perstition that  has  such  deceptive  impersonations  of  religion,  enables  corrupt  priests  and 
preachers  to  libel  Deity's  attributes. 

God's  noblest  work  is  the  honesty  of  mind,  and  its  inmiortal  capacity  for  truth  and 
happiness. 

God  alone,  is  the  confessor  of  his  creation.  It  is  he  that  permits  the  mind  to  com- 
mune in  the  silence  and  solitude  of  its  musings,  with  immortal  hopes.  Who,  sinful 
mortal,  shall  usurp  this  sacred  place  of  the  Most  High  :  who  shall  presume  most  blas- 
phemously to  his  holy  office  ? 

Who  shall,  destitute  of  principle,  excommunicate  God's  people  :  who  can  foolishly 
arrogate  this  Supreme  function  ?     Such  presumption  is  accursed. 

God's  essence  is  universal  good  ;  its  negative  is  the  position  of  penalty  to  mind,  de- 
linquent in  duty  and  reverence.  God's  holiness  of  purpose  must  be  recognised  by  mind, 
in  the  various  deductions  of  reason,  the  means  of  truth.  Devotion  to  this  recognition, 
resting  on  God's  immutable  principles,  the  essential  laws  of  the  universe,  bespeak  re- 
spect to  nature's  rest,  both  of  mind  and  body,  that  sustain  injury  by  their  violation. 
This  is  the  supreme  principle  of  humanity  and  philosophy. 

One  day  is  as  another  with  God,  who  created  all,  and  their  light  that  reflects  his 
supremacy,  but  the  effect  of  various  labor,  mental  and  physical,  from  business  of  appro- 
priate character,  even  of  vital  existence,  must  cause  respect  to  the  principle  of  rest. 

The  functions  of  sleep  and  advantages  of  general  repose,  establish  a  universal  ne- 
cessity for  conservative  laws  for  the  mental  and  animal  economy. 

The  present  seventh  day  Sabbath,  by  habit,  seems  to  fulfil  the  object  generally,  for 
humane  and  philosophical  purposes. 

The  observance  of  many,  not  less  than  seven,  distinct  Sabbaths,  all  claiming  origin 
from  peculiar  authority,  best  establishes  their  direct  emanation  from  man,  and  incontro- 
vertibly  proves  the  peculiarity  of  his  Bibles,  characterized  by  tradition,  that  reason  does 
not  sanction,  since  truth  is  not  antagonistic  to  itself. 

God  could  only  have  had  one  universally  over  the  world,  and  that  would  have  been 
unmistakable  to  mankind  in  general.  The  sanction  of  refined  civilization  furnishes  tlie 
best  universal  code  for  humanity. 

We  will  find  in  the  end  that  it  is  wisest  and  most  humane,  to  reserve  not  less  than 
the  seventh  day  for  rest. 

It  should  be  justly  kept  inviolable  for  man  and  beast,  and  no  business  that  can  be 
rightly  avoided  should  be  started  on  a  travel  just  before  that  day.  Do  not  hunt  for 
stock  or  game  on  that  day,  for  nastime.     Let  all  have  its  best  benefits. 

God's  purity  and  goodness,  his  attributes,  require  a  superior  goodness  and  exalta^ 
tion  of  an,  that  have  knowledge  of  superior  cast,  illustrating  the  universal  purpose  most 
consistently  identified  with  the  mass  of  mind  on  earth,  advancing  in  one  mighty  pha- 
lanx, sustaining  itself  in  eternal  progression,  and  approaching  in  its  improvement  by 
proper  results,  the  Divine  character  of  its  Creator. 

The  code  of  social  and  moral  relations  require  as  a  paramount  duty,  that  mind  and 
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coneeience  be  enlightened  at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right  mode,  to  establish  its  best 
attainable  condition  and  position. 

Mind's  professions  of  rational  religion,  are  from  innate  faculties,  universal  to  man- 
kind as  rational  beings,  proved  by  conscience,  that  elicits  in  proportion  to  its  suc- 
cessful cultivation  at  the  right  time,  mode  and  natural  capacity,  the  most  successful 
possession. 

Mind'^s  professions  of  religion  should  be  with  God  in  direct  reference  to  its  best  light, 
pare  and  unsullied  by  trade,  speculation  or  power,  and  its  actions  towards  the  world, 
should  be  consistent  and  uniform,  kind  and  just,  in  all  things. 

The  certain  and  inmiutable  principles  are  conservative  for  the  religious  moral  as 
physical  universe,  hence  the  indispensable  necessity  of  a  correct  faith  fof  correct  mor- 
als, all  for  correct  rational  action. 

Knowledge  is  then  power  and  virtue  of  mind,  and  the  eternal  result  must  be  to  uni- 
versal good  of  creation. 

The  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  mind^s  mission  to  the  universe,  has  to  develope 
Uiese  fixed  principles  in  time,  and  apply  them  in  tt^cir  best  solution  to  space  and  eter- 
nity, to  secure  in  full  man^s  highest  blessing,  the  best  purpose  of  the  Almighty,  who 
created  nothing  in  vain. 

Rational  rel^on,  that  acknowledges  the  unity  of  a  Supreme  immortal  first  cause, 
rests  with  the  mind,  that  should  be  embellished  in  all  the  loveliness  of  wisdom. 

God's  attributes,  functions  and  principles,  by  which  he  brought  creation  into  organi- 
zation and  being,  keep  it  in  eternal  preservation,  securing  the  universe  in  its  perpetual 
aetion,  and  regulating  all  in  order  and  harmony,  represent  him,  and  are  his  sole  and 
soffieient  ministers. 

In  all  ages  of  creation,  they  are  the  pioneers  of  mind,  to  pilot  all  who  are  incompe- 
tent to  decide  best  for  their  own  good.  Under  the  circumstances  of  moral  free  agency  of 
mind,  God  is  not  heard  by  those  who  act  vaingloriously  for  themselves  or  traitors  for 
others  and  their  own  minds,  while  affecting  to  benefit  the  gullible  sovereign  the  people, 
that  can  be  easily  coaxed  into  an  immolation  of  itself,  the  tool  of  t3rrants  and  the  sport 
of  menials,  perverting  most  abominably  conservative  principles,  all  God's  capital,  by  their 
deeds  the  veriest  libel  of  God  and  mind.  But  God  must  be  heard,  and  the  people  have 
to  return  to  the  right  point,  to  listen  to  reason,  the  brightest  inspiration  of  mind,  to  se- 
enre  God's  holiest  blessings. 

Then  it  will  be  perceived,  that  is  the  messiah,  all-sufficient  in  its  mission  to  do  God's 
designs,  and  perfect  his  purposes.  Elevate  it  to  its  loftiest  powers  and  inherent  capa- 
cities, that  the  soul  may  use  its  best  capital,  the  life-gifl. 

God's  worits  cannot  be  mistaken,  all  the  time  and  space.  The  workman  is  cha- 
racterized by  his  munificent  works.  Who,  in  sane  mind,  does  deny  them  ?  Rational 
&ith  reaches  a  point,  in  looking  at  the  attributes  of  the  First  Great  Cause,  where  the 
mind  submits,  impressed  with  the  magnificent  truths  of  God*s  creation  of  his  universe, 
beyond  which  we  cannot  go  by  reason  of  our  finite,  earthly,  mortal  faculties,  and  want 
of  data  to  reveal  to  our  view. 

Where  the  data  stop  reason  is  arrested,  as  truth  stops,  and  imagination  can  do  no 
good,  then  the  virtue  of  humility,  that  teaches  mind  all  confidence,  all  trustworthy 
aith  in  the  Creator,  places  the  soul  in  the  bosom  of  the  Eternal,  who  is  sublimely  tri- 
umphant as  the  God  of  nature,  its  ruler  and  organizer.  In  the  Creator  exclusively, 
then,  created  mind  is  estopped,  and  analagous  principles  are  only  to  be  embraced  for 
life,  and  those  only  referable  to  God*s  attributes  that  arc  undeniable. 

Mind  rejects  and  impeaches  all  else,  not  compromising  with  imposture  at  any  mo- 
ment. 

God  stands  alone,  sublime  in  his  majesty,  that  none  others  dare  approach,  much  less 
ffll  in  his  universe. 

In  regard  to  any  rival  power  in  seduction  of  souls,  if  we  refer  to  the  origin,  we  must 
estimate  it  as  fable  too. 

The  mighty  elaboration  of  God's  purposes  needs  no  angels,  much  less  fallen  ones, 
whose  misfortune  in  the  presence  and  place  of  purity,  by  transgression,  a  violation  of 
eternal  conservative  principles,  producing  the  most  remarkable  of  all  phenomena,  reve- 
lation of  conservative  principles  themselves,  implies  the  most  absurd  imbecility  of  God's 
highest  attributes,  not  only  in  permission  of  this  horrible  outrage,  but  incapacity  of  re- 
ducing this  dangerous  and  opprobrious  rival,  too  oflen  successful  in  getting  away  souls 
from  God,  to  even  decent  subjection. 

Our  respect  for  truth,  ever  consistent  with  herself,  and  reverence  for  Deity,  cause  us 
to  discard  such  absurd  credulity,  not  entitled  to  the  name  of  faith,  and  all  its  nefarious 
praragators. 

Tb^  are  the  vile  heresies  to  mind  that  condenm  them  as  most  contemptible,  to  reach 
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the  object  of  priestocracy,  who  vUlated  all  that  is  sacred  in  their  heaven,  and  polluted 
it  by  their  treason. 

We  must  believe  the  God  of  the  universe  is  a  perfect  being,  and  we  must  not  permit 
one  single  idea  to  invalidate  it,  as  that  invalidates  our  most  perfect  confidence  in  every 
respect  in  him. 

So  perfect  is  he,  that  his  central  residence  is  holy  and  pure.  All  souls  that  reach  it, 
must  be  sanctified  or  they  cannot  enter,  the  best  gaining  soonest  the  appropriate  prize. 

-The  transcendent  magnanimity  of  God  puts  him  above  the  seeking  to  estrange  fallen 
souls  or  render  them  desperate,  much  less  befoul  his  own  high  character  by  a  penalty 
machinery  that  destroys  the  highest  objects  of  creation.  His  magnificence  is  in  his 
munificence,  and  that  can  never  be  better  displayed  than  in  the  elevation  of  the  soul. 

Mind  in  its  feebleness  should  be  modestly  silent,  and  bow  in  wisest  humility  to  the 
majestic  supremacy  of  God  whose  ways,  presuming  to  define,  it  may  libel.  Their  god 
of  peculiar  faith  thus  portrayed  and  caricatured,  never  was  the  Almighty  God  that  re- 
duced chaos  into  order  when  he  was  incapable  of  checking  the  worst  of  all  disorder  in 
their  heaven,  even  where  harmony  had  previously  been  established.  All  such,  are 
priestocracy  abortions.  Such  God-{)ortraitures  are  unworthy  the  esteem  of  mind,  and 
justly  condenm  the  authors  as  degraded  blasphemers.  Now  the  attributes  of  Deity, 
creator  of  the  universe,  will  admit  of  no  such  construction,  unless  language  be  changed. 
The  creation  of  the  Almighty  proves  conclusively  his  full  supremacy,  beyond  which 
even  mind  cannot  go,  and  less  than  which  it  should  not  presume  to  stop. 

The  idea  is  the  essence  of  sublimity,  of  supreme  majesty.  Nothing  can  be  more 
conclusive,  for  this  idea  concludes  all ;  the  universe  and  creation  stop  there  in  sublime 
silence. 

His  immutable  power  and  essence  are  forever. 

But,  then,  who  knew  there  was  a  God  or  his  name  ? 

Who  needs  being  reminded  of  the  sun  of  this  solar  system,  when  his  light  and  heat 
prove  his  presence  ?  All  the  suns  and  their  solar  systems  are  efifect  of  a  great  First 
Cause,  the  name,  sublimely  stamped  on  the  whole  universe. 

Mind  on  the  principles  of  its  own  action,  that  of  ratiocination,  or  in  tracing  effect  to 
cause,  knew  there  was  a  great  First  Cause  possessed  of  characteristic  attributes.  That 
is  all  that  honest  minds  can  know,  or  believe  can  be  known. 

We  can  more  highly  appreciate  his  character,  whose  universal  attributes  convict  all 
the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  by  principles  that  irresistibly  lead  to  one  universal  ra- 
tional faith  that  will  shame  them  for  their  plurality  of  gods,  or  for  the  exclusion  of  the 
Creator  from  his  creation,  the  greatest  of  absurdities,  as  corruplors  of  mind. 

The  difference  between  polytheists  and  atheists  seems  to  be  this,  that  the  first  only 
give  the  Creator  partial  and  the  atheists  give  no  power  to  the  God  of  nature,  but  ail  to 
nature.  The  first  admits  only  part  of  a  Creator,  and  the  last  admits  none,  both  taking  a 
wrong  basis. 

G(^  is  universally  great  and  sublimely  supreme  ;  his  universe  and  principles  are  his 
eternal  agents  and  prophets,  expressive  of  the  living  God,  whom  mind,  God-endowed 
with  free-agency,  immortality-seeking  to  all  ages,  disposed  to  do  right,  cannot  mis- 
take. 

God  will  amply  guarantee  for  future  bliss  on  the  conservative  principles  of  his  loftiest 
attributes,  otherwise  none  can  be  vaUd  or  safe  in  his  august  purity. 

As  it  is,  there  can  be  no  unity  nor  elevated  morals  in  any  faith  short  of  unity,  for  society 
never  can  reach  higher  in  the  very  highest  of  all  others  than  the  fragments  of  a  disuni- 
ted brotherhood. 

Such  will  be  its  state  in  time,  never  prepared  for  eternity  by  the  very  constituency  of  its 
elements,  that  run  them  into  quicksands  and  quagmires  inextricable  and  irremediable. 

Take  all  the  systems  of  faith  and  its  concurrent  codes,  and  all,  each  and  every  one, 
past,  present  and  future,  or  to  come  for  all  time,  will  fall  short  of  conservation  here,  and 
eternal  salvation,  till  they  secure  the  proper  conservative  principles  of  an  Almighty^s 
attributes. 

All  wise  men  must  observe  and  acknowledge  all  this. 

It  must  be  so,  from  the  nature  of  creation. 

All  that  we  are,  and  can  do,  is  by  God  ;  all  that  we  can  expect  is  from  God,  who 
supplies  all. 

God  that  made  us,  the  First  Great  Cause,  that  mind  and  reason  enlightened  with  just 
and  true  lights,  declaring  true  religion,  must  exclusively  adopt,  is  the  true  Ruler.  He 
can  never  be  superseded  by  doctrines  of  atheism,  messiahships  or  any  species  of  poly- 
theism disguised  in  modern  Trinity,  or  indefinite  ancient  numbers.  The  no-gixlism 
implies  no  principles,  a  radical  and  ultra  want  of  system,  order  and  harmony,  policy, 
law  and  penalty,  which  is  absurdly  false  to  rational  mind. 
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The  poljrtheism  or  plurality  of  gods,  a  system  that  flourished  in  ancient  times  through 
the  Titiated  state  of  the  priesthood,  till  the  millions  of  gods  have  dwindled  to  three  or 
four,  is  swept  away  forever,  as  the  last  but  insidious  absurdity,  by  the  brilliant  eclipsing 
^endor  of  immortal  monotheism. 

Let  all  their  follies  and  crimes  be  buried  with  all  their  systems. 

Potent  reason  reduces  all  necessarily,  morally,  justly,  wisely,  and  rightly,  to  only  the 
great  first  cause,  that  reigneth  omnipotent  and  supreme  in  eternity. 

What  wise  mind  will  defer  the  choice  any  more  ? 

If  uij  has  renounced  the  Great  First  Cause,  their  case  is  a  bad  one,  for  he  is  the  only 
God,  being  the  author  of  safety. 

If  others  derogate  from  his  powers,  they  do  so  most  unwisely,  and  their  penalties 
will  be  in  accordance  with  their  irreverence.     Every  man's  conscience  must  decide. 

What  one  in  his  right  rational  mind,  can  reverence  other  than  God  ? 

Is  the  mind  of  aU  perverted,  prepared  to  appreciate  all  the  evil  consequences  of 
rejection  of  reason's  God  ? 

They  do  not,  if  they  look  at  the  results  of  the  world  for  past  time  and  the  present  age. 

To^whom  but  God  alone,  can  mind,  the  only  means  of  recognising  the  subject,  resort? 

Abscond  from  its  maker,  when  everything  before  it  declares  hu  authorship,  and  by 
the  only  and  best  titles,  the  ownership  ? 

Is  that  author,  God,  to  be  alienated  by  absurd  division  of  his  fee  simple  estate  ? 

In  what  enlightened  court  of  conscience,  will  this  be  ever  done  ?  Who  is  willing  to 
eadonse  the  consequent  perjury  ?     Clearly,  no  good  and  wise  man  in  this  universe. 

The  thing  is  impossible  to  be  done,  in  the  calmness  of  reflection  of  any  intelligent 
mind. 

Animal  passions,  ambition,  avarice  and  fear  with  their  horrid  and  blasphemous  fictions, 
theatrical  representations  and  legends  arousing  the  best  sympathies  of  human  nature  by 
&Jte  pretences  of  degrading  sophistry  devoted  to  the  most  iniquitous  purposes,  may  do 
it  for  the  moment,  but  never  designedly  and  knowingly,  unless  humanity  is  degraded  to 
her  lowest  depths  and  stupidity. 

The  very  foundation  of  such  absurdities,  is  well  calculated  to  create  insensibility  to 
the  general  interest  of  the  world,  insincerity  and  all  the  train  of  bad  consequences  to 
society,  that  daily  observation  points  out. 

Pure  and  strong  must  be  the  popular  mind,  to  successfully  resist  them. 

The  mind  must  be  rightly  trained,  disciplined,  and  educated  in  all  proper  lights  that 
look  to  the  universe  and  its  conservative  principles  all  the  time,  eschewing  all  the 
thsurd  subtleties  of  a  credulous  and  most  ignorant  age,  as  angels ;  world  of  spirits, 
ipood  or  evil,  and  peopling  the  air. 

All  rational  minds  have  inherent  faculties  of  ideas  of  a  first  great  cause,  but  tuition 
has  to  instil  any  other  secondary  cause  that  must  be  forgotten  and  eclipsed  in  the  re- 
splendent glories  of  the  first,  by  the  regular  process  of  nature,  the  exponent  of  God's 
ereatioo. 

Nay,  more  ;  this  secondary  thing,  a  rubbish  of  blotches,  is  perpetually  clashing  with 
the  good  of  Uie  first. 

There  can  be  no  wonder  when  it  ends,  having  the  elements  of  its  own  destruction. 

The  whole  world,  moral  and  intellectual,  is  conscientious  in  the  belief  of  a  great  first 
eaose,  who  must  have  proper  attributes.  But  a  part  do  not  carry  out  this  principle  in 
full. 

Millions  cannot  be  sincere  in  their  professions  of  belief  short  of  God,  for  they  leave 
afl  other  faith,  and  their  conduct  proves  their  absolute  sincerity,  and  the  agreement  of 
that  whole  faith. 

Unity  of  faith  in  the  eternal  first  cause,  would  unite  every  mind  in  the  bonds  of 
proper  affection. 

There  would  be  no  repugnance  of  sects,  as  they  could  not  form  themselves  into 
heing ;  their  depravity  would  be  apparent,  and  their  antagonism  to  God  most  clear. 

The  scimitar  of  the  Musselman  would  not  have  to  meet  the  sword  of  the  Christian, 
lor  the  crusaders  of  the  last  could  not  point  to  any  tomb  but  that  of  mutual  enmity,  nor 
would  hierarchy  in  all  her  varied  tyranny  of  abwlutism  dis^ised  by  siren  sophistry, 
ever  seduce  the  world  freed  from  its  sophisticated  pretences,  its  sordid  trade,  its  dese- 
cation  of  sacred  things  by  speculation.  There  could  then  be  no  ruler  but  God,  whose 
watch-word  is  unity  for  all,  and  no  mimstry,  no  mission,  but  the  pure  light  of  mind. 

Mind  would  have  credit  for  construing  his  attributes,  reason  for  appreciating  him, 
wisdom  in  the  confirmation. 

If  the  peculiar  faith-heaven  be  pure.  Deity  has  full  possession  of  his  attributes.  Of 
course  the  creation  of  the  devil  befouls  heaven  in  the  quagmire  of  impiety,  and  dwarfs 
the  anginal  pwnty  of  the  Creator  who  has  to  be  perfect  to  organize  the  imiverse. 
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If  by  man's  libel,  intellect  and  reason,  the  proper  sentinels  would  then  face  Deity  vnih 
the  rankest  impiety,  contradicting  especially  the  attributes  of  purity,  all  his  power  and 
knowledge,  all  goodness  and  mercy. 

That  which  is  worth  all  the  rest,  fixed  principles,  would  be  of  no  arail,  as  a  perfect 
failure  is  thereby  implied  in  place  of  a  governor  affording  adequate  protection.  The 
polytheist's  god,  is  necessarily  imperfect,  as  we  have  a  creature  fallen  and  degraded, 
then  exalted,  to  be  the  eternal  rival  of  his  Creator  in  the  seduction  of  souls  I  To  what 
will  not  the  corruption  of  priestocracy  lead  ?  To  the  most  consummate  contradictions, 
ineffable,  stupid,  suicidal  destruction  of  all  the  principles  of  reason  and  lo^ic.  No 
wonder  that  the  peculiar-bible  powers  that  be,  expel  her  on  all  necessary  occasions. 

In  this  bible  doctrine,  we  have  two  creatures  endowed  with  peculiar  powers.  Every- 
thing is  peculiar  in  this  peculiar  machinery.  Where  is  the  true  piety  towards  God  the 
Creator?  Monotheism  originates  in  truth  from  God,  the  most  elevated  views  of 
Deity,  when  we  refer  directly  to  him  alone. 

That  shows  a  manly  spirit  and  a  freeman's  duty,  and  religionist's  character. 

Where  does  any  other  view  tend,  but  to  make  man  a  poor  menial  ?  Not  a  freeman 
nor  like  an  honest  man,  to  face  an  honest  and  truthful  being,  but  like  an  abject  petitioner, 
he  demeans  himself  to  mortal,  an  impostor  and  a  blasphemer.  No,  never  docs 
enlightened  mind  endowed  with  reason,  take  its  religion  second-handed  ;  never  goes  to 
inferior  vicegerents  convicted  of  direct  imposition  by  all  the  laws  of  nature  ever  true 
to  her  God,  mere  earthly  beings  at  best,  in  abject  submission  to  the  basest  practitioners 
of  false  pretences,  exclusive  of  the  people  n'om  their  God,  when  we  can  appreciate 
according  to  the  lights  of  the  age  and  our  intellectual  ability,  God's  attributes. 

Sublime  is  the  Creator's  greatness  by  mind,  that  must  reach  reason  to  obtain  its 
greatness  in  rational  religion. 

No  sound  mind  can  or  will  dispute  this  plain  proposition. 

Sincerity  in  God's  creation  must  reign,  as  the  test  of  his  attributes.  A  mesoiahship, 
is  a  substitute  most  absurd. 

The  universe  and  mind  are  made  as  God  willed,  not  as  botches  wish,  or  as  dreamers 
speculate. 

We  have  hardly  begun  to  rightly  estimate  the  object  of  creation  as  wisely  directed 
by  God. 

Who  are  the  witnesses  of  the  living  God  ?  The  whole  universe  appreciated  by 
mind  and  reason,  as  clear  as  the  sun  beams. 

Any  other,  is  false  and  contemptible,  if  peculiar. 

All  the  first  recognise  the  universe  as  proclaiming  a  great  first  cause,  worthy  of  all 
the  reverence  of  creation. 

None  but  a  very  ignorant,  deluded  or  perverted  mind  can  begin  to  assert  that  any 
bible  of  tradition  can  meet  the  dignity  of  his  attributes. 

Cultivated  mind  has  to  be  employed  all  its  existence,  to  meet  these  demands. 

It  is  mind  that  has  to  seek  that  which  is  worthy  of  universal  esteem,  and  embrace 
it  with  the  worthiest  afifection. 

It  must  be  in  the  acts  of  all  minds  that  aspire  to  true  rational  religion. 

The  attributes  of  mind  declaring  innate  elements  and  capacity  of  religion  for  its 
originator,  honor  the  attributes  of  that  power,  and  cultivated  intellect  requires  the  super- 
seding all  arbitrary  means  that  tend  to  exclude  that  mighty  quality  of  divine  power. 

While  the  sincerely  religious  minded,  with  feelings  of  superior  reverence  from  con- 
stitutional organization,  are  to  be  duly  estimated,  at  the  same  time  they  are  to  be 
appropriately  enlightened  as  to  the  object  of  that  reverence. 

Reverence,  to  he  honest,  must  be  orthodox. 

If  God  needs  a  messiah,  then  he  is  only  part  of  a  God,  and  must  be  inferior  to  him 
who  aids,  that  is  clear. 

No  prior  occupant,  with  full  fee  simple  rights,  divides  titles. 

God^s  creation  cannot  refer  to  any  higher  than  himself;  if  he  were  not  independent 
of  all  messiahs  and  creatures,  his  creation  would  be  independent  of  him. 

What  are  the  pretensions  offered  in  competition  with  God  ? 

Those  of  atheism  and  polytheism,  that  is,  no  God,  and  several  gods  or  substitutes  in 
man — ^hero  and  idol  worship. 

Who  has  to  take  cognizance  of  these  paramount  subjects  ? 

Mind,  the  beneficiary,  has  to  recognise  these  pretensions.  If  mind  has  the  function 
as  it  has  to  adopt,  it  has  the  undoubted  right  to  discard  and  reject  the  same. 

How  does  mmd  reach  the  true  issue,  truth  and  fact  ? 

At  the  tribunal  of  reason,  over  which  God  presides. 

There  can  be  no  other. 

If  there  were  no  God,  the  universe  could  have  no  conservative  principles,  and  all 
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wouU  be  eottfosion.  Therefore,  the  universe  coDfirms  most  coDcIusively  the  existence 
ofboth. 

Reason  is  the  only  power  to  prove  conclusively  that  such  principles  apply  universally 
]n  order  and  harmony,  refer  to  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  command  mind  to  refer  to 
principles  and  their  first  great  cause. 

If  there  was  plurality  of  gods,  the  Great  First  Cause  conunands  them  absolutely  on 
his  coQservative  principles,  as  he  is  a  perfect  being,  and  must  have  perfect  rule. 

Messiahships  make  most  foolishly  imperfect  rule,  and  are  at  most  analogous  to  the 
exploded  notions  of  plurality  of  gods. 

Can  any  past  remnant  of  peculiar  faith,  perverted  views  of  superstition,  be  rightly 
modified,  and  made  eclectic  to  religion  ?  That  would  be  most  absurd.  The  attribute 
of  inunutability  of  God  forbids  it  altogether.  God's  laws  are  immutable  as  he  is,  then 
they  do  not  and  cannot  change  ;  but  mind  changes,  and  the  error  is  in  it.  Man  should 
take  heed  that  all  such  be  not  libel,  knowing  the  same  to  be  error. 

God,  as  universal,  not  peculiar,  in  all  his  attributes,  comprehensive  in  his  universal 
government,  matures  his  munificent  schemes  in  time,  and  will  carry  out  for  individuals 
also  this  last  great  attribute  of  mercy. 

God  alone  must  be  perfectly  worthy  of  adoration  and  esteem  by  the  whole  universe, 
that  be  made  and  sublimely  governs  ;  and  merits  mind's  true  subjection,  in  its  most  pro- 
foufid  humility,  to  his  sublime  glory. 

All  the  universe  could  not  eradicate  the  genuine  devotion  of  a  rational  mind  from  its 
Creator. 

AH  the  universe  could  not  create  a  genuine  elevation  of  a  rational  mind,  knowing  the 
true  position  of  things,  for  any  Messiahship. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  and  peculiar  faith  manufacture  and  create  so  small  gods, 
that  rational  minds  are  not  satisfied  to  adore  them. 


PRAYER. 

Comb,  pure  religionist,  and  indite  yourself  prayers,  that  are  to  be  offered  up  by  you, 
Kekiog  purity  at  Sie  shrine  of  purity. 

You  approach  an  unchangeable  God,  who  has  unchangeable  principles  and  attributes. 

If  yoQ  really  seek  to  effect  a  change,  that  assuredly  must  be  in  yourself,  for  there  is 
BO  need  of  God's  character  changing,  that  is  impossible  in  the  present  order  and  har- 
ZDoaj  of  the  universe.  He  is  pure  and  holy.  He  giveth  all  practicable  blessings 
<lesirable  to  goodness,  on  universal  principles.     You  surely  do  not  seek  to  change  these. 

God  reigneth  over  the  universe,  and  must  consider  all. 

Bat  you  are  a  sectarian  warrior,  and  in  battle  array  with  the  very  banner  of  a  faith, 
that  of  itself,  if  true,  must  inculcate  principles  that  insure  peace  and  universal  friend- 
ship, that  rebuke  you  to  all  eternity. 

But,  alas }  that  banner  is  sectarian,  and  with  all  your  crosses  of  Christ,  as  you  are  about 
to  engage  with  your  sister  that  came  from  the  same  parent  stock  of  Judaism,  which 
aster  of  the  crescent  is  about  to  wield  the  scimitar,  one  or  the  other  must  be  wrong. 

God  cannot  be  the  author  of  war,  however  mythology  had  war-gods,  especially  to 
indieate  his  own  religion,  that  is  indicated  by  the  ennobling  triumphs  of  mind,  that 
rtspects  itself  as  it  honors  God's  conservative  principles. 

But  your  gods  invoked  are  peculiar  ;  then  as  they  are  the  fictions  of  your  priestocracy, 
to  tbem  belongs  all. 

Yon  cannot  pray  to  the  God  of  the  universe  to  defend  you  and  the  cross  or  crescent. 

What  does  the  God  of  the  universe  know  of  either  ? 

What  right  have  either  of  you  to  believe  that  ? 

If  yon  of  the  cross  seek  a  mere  sepulchre,  that  sign  to  him  unfortunately  is  one  of 
bloody  warfare,  piracy,  and  bloodshed. 

Bat  if  you  seek  the  conquest,  as  you  did  of  Asia  and  the  world,  to  prostrate  it  at  the 
feet  of  peculiar  faith,  that  victimized  its  foolish  partizans  without  compunctions  of 
nxocience,  then  assuredly  he,  as  the  very  author  of  justice,  cannot  grant  your  disgrace- 
^  and  ignominious  petitions. 

God  imows  it  not,  no  more  than  any  other  standards. 

And  here  comes  the  other  standard  of  the  crescent,  no  more  holier  than  its  sister, 
bat  now  carried  in  the  defence  of  country  and  fire-side,  that  if  not  rightly  won  from 
poGsessors  now  passed  off  the  stage  of  life,  at  least  are  possessed  as  rightly  as  by  the 
Uicestors  of  the  very  people  expelled. 

Many  a  bloody  conquest,  by  Jew  and  Gentile,  had  been  made  alternately  of  this  land 
ti^fore.    It  was  one  of  the  dark  and  bloody  grounds. 
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The  issue,  you  see,  is  decided  by  your  address  in  the  hands  of  justice  against  you,  liy 
a  tribunal  that  respects  no  mortal,  save  as  they  respect  conservative  laws,  that  give  the 
firmest  action  the  best  prayers. 

You  may  have  displayed  all  heroic  valor  and  dauntless  bravery,  still  the  more  just 
the  decision  then.     You  were  the  victim  of  fanaticism,  or  of  the  world's  pirates. 

But  it  is  reserved  for  posterity  to  conquer  that  country  by  the  light  of  true  faith. 
Monotheism  fights  no  bloody  battles  of  the  sword,  as  she  wields  the  universal  empire  of 
peace. 

In  what  an  awkward  state  is  God  by  the  prayers  of  opposing  armies  placed,  by  mind^s 
perversions. 

Mind  has  to  retrace  all  these  errors  for  their  correction. 

It  is  the  commotion  of  the  world,  but  serene,  no  doubt,  is  the  Creator  in  deciding  jus- 
tice,  and  all  this  is  done  by  the  agency  of  principles. 

AJl  this  comprehension  of  justice  is  to  reflect  for  the  good  of  all,  and  retributive 
justice  will  be  conspicuous. 

National  tynnny  has  remote  effects,  that  come  home  for  many  generations.  The 
world's  history  is  full  of  it,  and  presents  the  sublimest  phOosophy,  their  correction  by 
rational  religion. 

You  can  then  commune  with  God,  whose  mercy  is  responsive  to  merit ;  and  in  that 
you  must  be  particularly  correct.  You  must  address  principles,  pure  functions,  and 
attributes,  by  pure  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds,  as  prayers. 

Do  we  not  believe  in  more  than  one  God  ? 

We  cannot  possibly,  and  retain  a  rational  mind. 

Why  is  that  belief  necessary  for  polytheism,  when  God,  the  God  of  nature,  Creator 
of  the  universe,  is  all  powerful,  knowing,  and  existent,  with  aU  the  full  attributes  to  the 
universal  demands  of  creation  ? 

His  attributes,  characterized  in  bold  relief  by  his  works,  prove  that  he  alone  is  the 
only  true  God. 

All  others  are  counterfeits,  and  mislead  mind. 

We  now  ask  you,  does  thy  intellect  tell  thee  that  thou  shouldst  expect  justice  1 

Then  do  it  yourself  by  just  appreciation  and  its  rightful  action  to  the  author  of  justice. 

Let  not  God's  eternal  principles  be  monopolized  by  usurpers,  as  their  thoughts  and 
gifts,  when  reason  decides,  and  principles  are  vindicated  before  God  alone. 

Do  we  ask  to  have  truth  revealed  to  us,  and  neglect  the  God  of  truth  ? 

If  the  world  wish  to  obtain  the  fiill  benefits  of  truth  and  principles,  it  must  speak  the 
first  at  all  times,  as  disguise  and  ignominy  follow  falsehood,  and  the  severest  penalty 
comes  for  the  violation  of  that  and  the  last.  The  whole  truth  and  principles  are  em- 
braced in  rational  religion. 

Man's  just  actions  will  protect  him  from  unjust  and  unwise  laws,  fanaticism,  bigotry, 
disunion  of  our  country,  craftship  in  its  criminal  guiles,  nominal  professions  in  peculiar 
faiths  that  abound  for  speculation  by  millions  who  follow  vicegerents  tliat  are  dead,  in- 
stead of  the  ever-living  God. 

All  that  believe  in  God  alone,  truly  possess  a  correct  religious  foundation,  that  if 
rightly  cultivated,  may  lead  to  the  speediest  true  happiness.  Such  actions  without  pre- 
tensions that  are  perfectly  useless;  must  be  worthy  of  God's  regard. 

This  character  is  written  of  God  himself  in  his  own  writings,  as  taught  by  enlighten- 
ed reason.  Will  God  lead  us  into  temptation  ?  That  idea  involves  a  libel  of  God. 
God  is  a  perfect  being,  and  will  do  nothing  derogatory  to  his  exalted  God-head. 

And  as  to  the  devil,  he  has  been  proved  a  fiction,  an  imaginary  being,  however  preacii- 
ers  and  priests  assume  him  as  part  of  their  indispensable  machinery  to  be  an  existence, 
dealing  in  brimstone,  the  product  of  volcanoes,  to  terrify  the  timid,  to  secure  successful 
extortions. 

This  character  involves  in  the  same  category  his  residence,  both  of  which  must  be 
ideal. 

Eternal  and  pure  adoration  is  God's  the  Lord  omnipotent  who  sways  the  Universe 
with  principles,  and  regulates  all  beyond  mind's  present  conception. 

He  is  the  essence  of  true  greatness,  and  his  works  are  his  prophets  in  the  wide 
Universe. 

God  is  the  source  and  fountain  of  power,  which  is  identified  with  the  Universe,  man 
included. 

Mind  is  obliged  to  look  to  him  or  none. 

What  can  the  weak  or  incapable  mortals  do  ?  All  are  nothing  before  God,  who 
knows  our  wants,  and  could  only  supply  them  all.  His  providence  was  prescient,  in 
conservative  principles. 

The  creation  of  the  Universe  presupposes  nothing  less  than  God's  exclusive  mastery. 
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It  is  idle  to  sappose  any  other  plainly  mortal,  as  plainly  an  afler  thought  of  vulgar 
minds. 
God*s  actions  are  good  and  perpetual ;  the  evil  of  man  is  finite. 
The  ereator  is  alone  and  unapproachable,  except  through  the  introduction  of  correct 
principles  that  lead  man  to  his  God.  AH  created  beings  are  then  alike  in  this  respect, 
and  eternally  condemned  is  all  bible  tradition.  Their  innate  faculties  necessarily  refer 
to  their  Creator,  for  if  mind  had  no  inherent  ideas  of  a  God  as  taught  by  his  universal 
works  of  laudation,  elicited  by  action  of  mind  on  mind  amid  which  are  bibles  of  tradi* 
tioD,  most  imperfect  specimens  of  exploded  views,  then  we  might  as  well  say  that  mind 
had  no  existence,  no  functions,  as  that  we  could  not  get  the  idea  of  God  from  his 
works,  his  only  sublime  scriptures. 

Most  believe  as  it  is  their  interest,  without  due  investigation,  and  assent  to  a  doctrine 
that  there  are  no  means  of  appreciating  God  without  the  bible  of  tradition  in  the  &ce 
of  God-proof,  which  position  of  itself  necessarily  cuts  down  the  bibles  of  tradition,  and 
all  the  advocates  who  have  worldly  speculation  and  profits  therefrom. 

But  have  we  creatures  any  claim  on  God,  to  save  and  preserve  us  ?  His  prescient 
and  universal  providence  at  creation,  answered  that  question. 

We  have  the  highest  paramount  claims,  for  the  Creator  placed  us  in  his  creation  for 
his  highest  purposes,  and  recognised  us  at  the  creation,  placing  his  recognition  through 
religion  in  all  rational  mortals  as  his  creatures,  we  may  rightly  expect  what  may  be 
due  essential  to  creation,  by  know^ing  what  is  duty. 

We  know  no  one  else  in  this  matter,  as  we  can  only  know  God  by  the  creation,  and 
if  all  give  God  his  due,  not  make  him  a  demi-god  as  possessed  of  part  of  his  attributes, 
the  balance  being  usurped  for  another,  who  proved  by  his  death  his  mortality  and  con- 
sequent incapacity  for  them,  they  cannot  possibly  divide  God^s  attributes  as  there  is  no 
pluralitj  of  gods.^ 

Then  we  must  perpetually  look  to  God  alone,  the  only  one  that  had  a  hand  in  our 
creation,  and  with  whom  we  can  be  acquainted. 

God  is  immutable  in  attributes  and  functions,  with  principles  capable  of  sustaining 
them,  his  powers,  creation,  and  the  Universe. 

This  faith  is  vital  and  rational,  or  else  the  God  of  the  whole  is  below  his  creation,  an 
absQidity  that  is  criminal. 

Rational  mind  may  be  beset  with  numerous  temptations,  but  in  its  sanity  and  sound- 
ness never  can  it  forget  its  Creator. 

Its  protection  is  mind's  all  in  religious,  moral,  and  intellectual  culture,  a  finished  edu- 
cation of  that  kind. 

If  God  be  not  the  supreme,  there  will  be  peculiar  results  and  peculiar  faith,  which 
^  disorganize  the  Universe,  and  demoralize  the  world  results. 

There  is  a  supreme  retributive  power  somewhere  in  the  centre,  operating  to  the  cir- 
cumference of  space,  else  the  self-decisions  of  the  world  would  work  its  em. 

WHAT  IS  GOD'S  BIBLE  1 

His  works  displayed  in  the  Universe,  that  impeach  and  discard  the  Bible  of  tradition 
is  paltry  and  contemptible,  that  advances  all  the  time  peculiar  faith,  and  no  true  system 
of  reli^on  trustworthy  of  mind.  Can  you  not  easily  appreciate  why  you  cannot  defend 
the  hible  of  tradition  ? 

Because  it  is  anti-God,  and  therefore  of  perdition,  proved  by  its  workers  of  iniquity. 

God's  bible  proves  that  religion  must  embrace  the  whole  range  of  science  and  plu- 
losnphy,  as  far  as  all  such  refers  to  God  and  man. 

The  burning  presence  of  mind's  inspiration,  towers  over  the  dreamy  notions  of  a 
Biere  substitute,  or  even  worse,  a  counterfeit. 

No  mortal  can  put  down  God's  works. 

Who  would  wish  to  discard  any  that  were  right  1 

Thoee  that  are  mortal  and  wrong  will  put  themselves  down. 

We  only  seek  as  good  citizens  to  expose  the  errors  of  such,  and  as  all  rational  minds 
^ve  more  or  less  the  seed  of  religion,  being  endowed  with  its  innate  elements  and 
principlea  from  their  creation,  they  should  have  the  right  direction  smd  instruction  to 
itich  the  balance.     Principles  are  only  needed  to  do  that. 

It  is  for  mankind  to  sustain  the  severest  tests  of  sense  in  the  Universe,  of  adversity 
uid  prosperity,  and  remain  true  to  their  Creator  and  themselves,  to  investigate  all  this, 
ud  to  undergo  all  not  only  without  the  least  murmur,  but  with  the  most  appropriate 
ippreciation  of  Deity's  motives,  justice,  and  mercy. 

The  God  of  principles.  Creator  of  the  Universe,  and  Preserver  of  mankind,  God  of 
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mercy,  glory,  honor,  and  happiness  to  eternity,  needs  nothing  to  increase  his  power, 
and  can  permit  in  justice  to  liis  attributes,  none  to  divide  it. 

It  is  impiety  to  suppose  God  incapable  of  preserving  all  of  his  creatures,  or  that  he 
needs  delegating  his  power  to  any  who  are  almost  clearly  incapable  of  using  it.  This 
attempted  reflection  on  God's  character,  only  impeaches  the  libeller. 

The  Creator's  honor  cannot  be  put  absurdly  into  the  safer  keeping  of  the  creature. 

Our  reverence  for  Deity  is  so  great,  that  we  cannot  permit  ourselves  to  expect  a 
division,  much  less  a  delegation  of  his  power. 

With  no  bias  of  schools,  education,  uninfluenced  by  profits  of  faith,  mind  must  neces- 
sarily come  to  this  position,  that  the  great  and  sublime  Creator  of  the  Universe  directs 
all  by  the  sublimest  science,  and  that  there  is  no  need  of  any  other  than  his  own 
Almighty  preservation. 

Who  can  aflfect  to  dictate  against  the  adoration  of  God — ^Deity — ^whose  character  ib 
only  appreciable  by  attributes,  functions,  and  principles,  that  are  eminently  displayed  by 
his  works  ? 

If  any  bible  of  tradition  be  against  this  moral  code,  the  only  rational  one  of  universe- 
ethics  that  cannot  be  overlooked,  it  well  deserves  to  be  discarded. 

Why  does  not  the  world  come  at  once  to  the  point,  about  God  ?  Why  refuse  hira 
his  full  and  proper  adoration  1  Has  it  strayed  too  long  from  his  fold  for  priestocracy  1 
As  God  he  has  and  can  have  no  deputies,  than  his  conservative  principles. 

All  wise  minds  of  every  age  of  light  must  know  that  there  is  but  one  God. 

What  can  it  avail  for  more  gods  to  be  numbered  1  Who  but  the  priestocracy  is 
benefited  ? 

One  of  the  worst  ideas  of  mind  is,  about  God's  attribute,  immutability.  It  is  man 
that  changes,  God  is  not  mutable.  It  is  man  that  pretends  to  translate  God's  actions, 
superseding  them  by  his  own  feeble  dreams  and  speculations. 

Who  can  confide  entirely  in  any  being  but  in  the  God  of  rational  religion  ?  All  else 
is  made  by  fiction.  What  is  any  other  worth  ?  It  is  not  worth  the  thought  used.  la 
there  any  other  but  a  partial  demi-god  divested  of  God's  mighty  attributes,  impotent 
in  his  power  and  unworthy  of  reverence  of  enlightened  mind  ? 

Where  would  be  the  universe  if  the  Creator  were  not  ruler  ?  The  chaos  that  would 
ensue  is  in  the  mind  of  those  supporting  messiahships  that  are  vain  enough  to  claim  a 
port  of  God's  creation,  and  avaricious  enough  to  speculate  on  it  with  the  grossest  in- 
justice to  God. 

He  that  does  not  reverence  God  more  than  mortals,  or  their  idols,  mind  or  hand  fac- 
tured,  is  necessarily  a  deceiver,  a  degraded  hypocrite. 

God's  attributes  utterly  preclude  any  copartnership,  and  necessarily  include  all 
religious  duty  exclusively. 

All  else  is  superstition  the  most  stupid,  and  blasphemy  the  vilest. 

Peculiarity  is  not  the  work  of  God,  who  delights  consistently  with  his  attributes  in 
universality. 

The  first  is  man's  device  that  must  be  referred  to  the  vicious  priestocracy,  when 
analysis  takes  hold  of  man's  actions. 

What  equity  is  there  in  ridding  ourselves  one  moment  from  the  sight  of  God's  unity, 
whose  eternity  and  uncreated  self-existence,  are  unappreciable  to  all  else  that  are 
necessarily  creatures  in  the  sight  of  this  immortal,  indivisible,  the  only  eternal  Being. 

Our  reverence  leads  us  to  the  Great  Creator  of  sufllicient  power. 

Man  must  not  in  his  ignorance  undertake  to  limit  God  to  man's  circle  and  notions,  to 
any  absurdity,  much  less  nonsensical  sophistry,  and  still  less  of  blasphemy,  merely  to 
get  peculiar  privileges  by  priest-works  and  craft. 

Pagans  will  no  longer  sacrifice  to  the  sun,  seek  to  keep  the  holy  fire,  much  less  re- 
spect rain-doctors,  when  mind  sees  the  false  pretences  that  exclude  the  Living  Al- 
mighty. 

God's  greatness  and  self-existence  are  not  derivable,  and  in  him  after  due  investigation 
of  organic  truths,  our  faith  is  fixed. 

God  is  not  aided  by  others,  as  messiahships,  that  are  in  his  way  as  useless,  and  must 
derange  his  system  and  position. 

People  do  not  begin  to  conceive  of  God's  majesty.  No  wonder  at  their  libel  and 
slander  in  society.  When  we  adopt  reason  we  approach  God,  who  is  represented  by 
reason,  and  is  dignified  by  science  and  philosophy. 

He  who  acts  best  on  this  Ught  and  knowledge,  has  religious  cultivation  becoming 
rational  mind. 

The  Creator  can  do  all  necessary  for  his  creation  of  himself,  as  he  is  self-existent. 
This  self-existence  proves  his  self-independence  and  sufficiency. 
.  But  what  shdl  we  do  for  the  regeneration  of  man's  nature  1 
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Nrme  but  God  can  renovate  man^s  nature,  and  he  is  bringing  it  about  in  the  proceas 
t>f  civijjzation,  science  and  philoeophy. 

So  much  for  the  \(orld^8  charlatans,  who  aseume  the  province  of  the  God  of 
Natare. 

In  this  messiahs  are  nowhere,  are  out  of  place,  as  they  do  not  deal  in  science  and 
philosophy  which  were  essential  Co  our  God^s  creation.  Of  course  neither  mind  nor 
God  want  them  at  all. 

The  renovation  consists  in  man^s  rightful  actions,  his  life  time.  Thus  messiahs 
cannot  avail,  in  correction  of  man^s  nature. 

As  God  is  immutable  and  invariable,  he  is  almighty.  Who  is  to  ride  in  the  mighty 
tempest  storm-cloudy  and  direct  it  properly,  but  he  that  rules  all  elements  ? 

If  vital  inrinciples  be  violated,  we  are  burned,  drowned,  die  or  suffer  physically. 

We  suffer  the  penalties  of  violating  moral  laws.  Who  can  escape  them,  or  rather, 
the  Omnipresence  of  Ood  ? 

We  can  be  nowhere,  that  God  is  not ;  we  can  do  nothing  unknown  to  God. 

Time  is  the  gift  of  mind,  that  it  prepai^s  for  eternity,  by  the  wisest  recognition  of 
^11  God*8  institutions  of  the  universe. 

Let  not  God  be  robbed  of  any  of  his  attributes^  to  be  dwarfed  a  part  of  a  God  in  his 
own  universe,  the  result  of  his  own  genius  and  wisdom. 

To  know  God,  which  we  can  only  do  by  his  works  read  by  the  science  of  philosophy, 
is  to  reverence  hitn  supremely. 

Light  and  knowledge  beget  rectitude,  that  begets  bliss.  Whoever  abrogates  one 
part  of  God's  unity,  power  or  dominion,  does  as  much  for  the  creature's  love,  respect 
and  reverence  for  God. 

God  wt>old  be  imperfect,  if  he  did  not  preserve  mankind,  after  creating  them  by  his 
Omnipotence  in  truth,  not  sophiMiy. 

The  wisest  and  perfect  provision  goes  with  wise  Providence,  that  the  Messiah-mon- 
gers belittle  for  God  through  their  inefficient  policy,  as  if  God  was  to  be  troubled  all 
his  time  with  eternal  labor  about  one  world,  when  his  universe,  that  is  exhaustless,  em- 
faiaces  all  needful  conservative  principles.  They  act  sublimely  God's  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  Messiah's  foitone,  fate  and  destiny,  by  their  order,  direction  and  efficiency. 

The  inherent  laws  of  matter,  bespeak  the  Great  God  and  an  Omnipotent  rrovi- 
denee. 

TVe  Supreme  Being  has  all  the  time  of  vital  existence,  an  overweaning  influence  in 
the  universe,  in  regulating  the  conservative  principles  that  characterize  him  an  Al- 
io igh^. 

God's  immutability  is  proved  by  his  fixed,  immutable  conservative  lavrs  of  the  uni- 
vf  rae,  that  the  wise  see,  and  that  position  proves  that  miracles  are  impositions.  Science 
of  mind  makes  sad  inroads  into  the  bibles  of  tradition. 

God's  time  disproves  all  prophecies,  and  these  two  facts  proved  beyond  cavil,  destroy 
all  bible  mvstenes  as  impositions. 

Man^s  libels  of  God  most  «o  recoil  on  himself,  as  to  cause  the  modost  to  blush,  and 
the  presamptooos  to  be  silent  in  works  beyond  their  comprehension. 

The  bible  of  Moses  libels  the  character  of  God,  in  making  a  space  beyond  reason  for 
the  postponement  uf  man'«  creation,  losing  an  amount  of  time  of  vast  importance  to 
creation. 

The  unity  of  God  is  one  of  his  greatest  attributes,  and  declares  to  the  world  that  all 
polytheisms  are  a  combination  against  the  world's  benefit,  talents  and  truth,  to  secure 
advantage  ground  for  superstition  and  man  worship. 

God  has  his  own  way  of  reaching  the  mind  of  rational  beings,  by  light  of  science 
and  morals. 

To  prove  miracles,  &c.,  militates  entirely  against  God's  attributes. 

God  is  n(A  the  author  of  the  evil  on  eaith,  that  man's  libel  declares,  when  man% 
action  accuses  man. 

All  tuition  must  refer  to  God,  the  author  of  principles,  that  radiate  and  influence  all 
the  cireles  of  the  universe. 

His  sovereign  power  supersedes  all. 

What  but  most  imperfect  appreciation  of  Deity V(  attributes  conld  have  devised  angels 
and  messiahs  as  messengers  and  acents,  instead  of  obvious  conservative  principles  ? 

Any  order  of  spirits  of  beatific  beings  is  identified  with  another  state  of  existence, 
and  clearly  incompatible  with  ours. 

A  rational  reliance  on  the  noble  attributes,  functions  and  principles  of  the  Creator 
win  beat  perfect  rational  mind. 

His  works  are  his  ever-living  witnesses,  with  all  harmony  in  the  microscopic  and 
lelesoopic  nnivene. 
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God  is  a  perfect  Creator/ but  tradition  bible  writers,  as  bungling  botches,  haye  cari- 
catured him.  God  never  created  original  sin,  the  negative  of  good  actions.  The  future 
penalty  may  be,  negative  enjoyment  compared  with  the  good. 

None  are  perfect  but  God,  a  holy  being,  with  functions,  attributes  and  principles  in- 
divisible and  identified,  and  mind  has  no  innate  inherent  elements  of  ideas  of  any  other, 
especially  a  mere  creature. 

Too  many  minds  cling  to  obsolete  ideas,  made  so  by  exact  science,  of  no  existence 
and  actually  feigned,  but  they  actually  contend  not  for  these  brainless  phantoms,  as 
much  as  the  self-interests  of  designing  priests.  Sinister  policies,  under  all  names,  may 
mislead  and  pervert  mmd  unless  it  ever  decides  all  questions  on  the  only  safe,  which  is 
the  only  rational  basis.  As  the  patriot  freeman  looks  to  his  government,  so  much  more 
all  are  to  respect  and  adore  their  Creator.  The  idea  of  God  alone  meets  all  the  im- 
mensity of  creation,  shows  proper  purity  to  do  away  with  the  terrors  of  hell,  the  machi- 
nations of  the  devil,  as  all  fabulous  and  inconsistent,  promotive  of  the  delusion  of  mind 
by  the  machinery  of  the  ignoble  priesthood,  who  are  not  needed,  if  God  alone  do  his 
own  work :  and  here  is  proved  most  conclusively  the  vast  difference  between  God 
and  man.  Ignorant  and  perverted  man  has  to  invoke  the  aid  of  messiahships,  whilst 
God's  works  of  the  universe  prove  him,  and  only  him,  the  Creator,  So  much  for  man^s 
libels  and  stupidity.     The  perfection  of  God  is  beyond  earthly  appreciation. 

His  universe  without  limits,  with  all  its  beauties  and  principles  of  admirable  charac- 
ter, elaborated  in  all  the  finish  and  skill  of  exact  philosophical  science,  no  doubt  is  ever- 
lasting. Much  more,  then,  is  the  soul  immortal,  the  greatest  of  all  creation,  cherished 
in  the  bosom  of  its  Divine  Creator. 

God,  as  the  Creator  and  President  of  the  universe,  must  preserve  all  as  his  family. 

He  cannot  admit  any  pretended  adjutant  that  had  no  hand  in  this  creation  the  impor* 
tant  part,  without  derogating  from  his  own  respectability  before  the  universe. 

Aner  all  mind's  best  attainments  in  science,  it  knows  b^t  little  if  it  knows  not  God 
and  God's  rights.  If  it  knows  not  God's  rights,  it  cannot  know  God's  attributes. 
Mind,  that  knows  enough  to  do  full  duty  to  God,  is  in  the  safest  position  of  all.  We 
must  give  to  God  alone  the  sole  glory  and  merit  of  his  principles,  without  which  the 
universe  could  not  move,  and  by  which  man  exists  and  has  his  being.  From  God,  the 
policy  and  principle,  attribute  and  function  of  kindness,  goodness  and  mercy  emanate, 
and  by  him  sympathy  that  unites  mind  to  him  is  universal.  God  is  infinitely  wise  and 
inmiutable.  What  advances  the  peculiar  faith  power,  but  utter  and  reckless  ignorance 
of  God's  attributes  and  character  1 

All  creation  is  led  most  certainly  to  Deity  the  Creator,  beyond  whom,  as  worthy  of 
the  sublimest  adoration,  none  can  go.  This  is  conspicuous,  and  should  have  silenced 
blasphemers  of  messiahships,  unless  most  stupid,  as  to  what  their  sublime  duty  was. 

The  more  difficult  to  create,  the  more  worthy  of  adoration  is  the  creative  Intelligent 
Power,  and  the  more  is  God  self-proved.  Philosophical  science  is  to  conduct  us 
through  creation  in  its  analysis  ;  all  that  reiect  her  must  be  degraded.  How  insignifi- 
eant,  how  degra^d  is  faith  without  reason  by  her  side,  and  the  light  of  knowlege  in  her 
path.  Our  senses  nlone  can  recognise  the  facts  of  nature,  and  they  are  best  disciplined 
by  science.  The  seiisos  giving  intelligence  rise  above  nature,  and  have  his  attributes 
innate  and  refulgent  with  beams  of  irradiation  to  the  universe. 

The  attributes  of  God  ar©  purity,  that  prevents  the  devil-creation,  omnipotence  that 
prevents  any  vicegerent,  almigbty  that  supersedes  priestocracies,  and  all  their  fancy  cor- 
rupt stock  of  angel  messengers,^  by  conservative  principles.  People  cannot  analyze, 
else  they  would  not  commit  thems^ves  so  seriously  in  impiety  and  blasphemy.  Reve- 
rence to  Deity  will  not  permit  all  sneh.  Duty  to  man,  sinful  and  helpless  in  his  igno- 
rance, will  not  permit  us  to  leave  an  omrasion  of  his  proper  protection.  This  is  the  high- 
est as  the  purest  ground  of  conservatism  moral  and  intellectual,  that  does  not  leave  its 
votary  at  sea  without  chart  or  compass,  but^till  higher  in  the  purest  religion  practica- 
ble, the  most  exalted  duty  and  action. 

On  the  true  and  essential  merits  of  this  vital  soul-question,  we  must  look  into  matter* 
and  the  nature  of  things,  where  all  the  difficulties  and  their  remedies  lie. 

Deity  should  be  ever  honored  in  thought,  word  and  deed. 

All  should  tell  most  concisely  to  the  point. 

Principles  as  liberal  as  the  age  requires  must  be  advanced,  to  do  foil  justice  to  Deity.. 

Sin  cannot  begin  to  reach  heaven  if  that  be  the  great  centre  of  purity.  By  what 
standard  of  perfection  can  you  try  mind,  but  by  the  God  of  nature  ? 

You  are  indebted  for  constant  grace  to  God  as  to  his  bounties  in  existence,  and  your 
action  in  all  such  is  as  much  a  part  of  your  religious  as  moral  and  physical  existence. 

If  God  be  not  your  friend,  who  is  or  can  be  ?  Do  not  libel  him.  A  reliance  upon 
God's  attributes  prevents  us  from  believing  that  the  elements  will  melt  with  ferreM 
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boat  It » tme  God  caa  create  and  deatroy,  but  he  is  snpremel^  eonsistent  with  him- 
x\f.  He  is  immatable  and  perfect,  and  cannot  be  aided  by  messiahs  nor  priestocracies 
that  libei  him  by  such  false  pretences.  The  great  improToment  of  the  world  shows  the 
exhaustless  grace  of  the  Creator. 

We  adofe  the  God  of  the  universe^  and  ask  only  his  purest  blessings  compatibly  with 
DOT  merits. 

Wh»  gives  grace,  but  the  Creditor  of  all  mind  and  grace  ? 

G^d  is  best  served  when  best  appreciated.  Mind  is  bettered  by  the  gift  of  God. 
The  Almighty  saves.  The  only  peace  is  a  right  appreciation.  The  grace  of  God 
alone  can  reconcile  all  men  to  their  lot,  and  to  each  other. 

When  that  abounds  enemies  cannot  be  made,  and  where  principles  are  obeyed,  per- 
secutions for  peculiar  faith  must  die  out. 

God^s  grace  upholds  us.  In  this  sphere  of  existence,  tliere  is  much  speculation  in 
peculiar  faith,  by  which  the  world  would  be  overrun,  but  for  God^s  grace  or  principles. 
How  shall  we  estimate  God^s  blessed  abode  ?  Not  by  the  name  of  heaven,  a  most  im- 
perfect concepdon,  but  the  great  centre  of  the  universe,  where  purity  and  perfection 
ure  permanent.  What  consummate  libels  are  met  with  in  the  bible  !  How  much  is 
pfretended  about  God^s  wrath.  Now,  his  mind  is  so  balanced,  his  intellect  so  omnis- 
cient and  his  power  so  almighty*  that  it  is  any  thing  else  but  his  wrath.  This  is  the  old 
cale  of  pagan  superstition,  and  the  bible  is  pagan.  There  is  no  sectarian  dispensations 
«r  covenant  that  fulfils  the  design  of  mind,  the  demands  of  the  world,  or  the  obligations 
of  the  iini verse,  as  God  alone  in  sublime  science  rules  all  in  his  majesty.  With  God 
4weU  infinite  knowledge,  power,  goodness,  justice,  mercy,  love  and  perfection.  You 
nast  not  mar  nor  judge  the  world  by  your  standard,  as  your  education  as  one  of  the 
billion  may  be  peculiar.  There  is  only  one  standard  in  the  universe,  the  Almighty, 
who  conclusively,  by  the  organization  of  the  universe,  presides  in  all  its  solar  systems. 
What  is  the  univercnd  standard  of  truth,  faith,  reason,  in  a  word,  of  mind  ?  God  the 
Creator,  whom  all  rational  minds  must  appreciate  from  the  works  of  the  universe  as 
Che  centre  of  perfection,  whose  influence  extends  to  the  circumference,  whose  attributes, 
functioBs  and  principles  are  perfect. 

But  then  all  rational  minds  emanating  from  him,  ought  to  be  perfect  Their  purpose 
is  final  perfection  without  doubt     Is  not  this  full  proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ? 

Bat  ^  things  emanating  from  God  should  be  perfect  Why  are  they  not  so  as  far 
as  practicable,  and  in  the  nature  of  circumstances  ? 

They  are  as  God  created  them.  To  pretend  that  mind  fell,  is  a  libel  on  both.  Who 
can  give  grace  or  mercy  universal,  in  other  words,  conservative  principles,  but  the 
universal  author  of  these  attributes  and  mind  ?  The  God  of  nature,  and  the  god  and 
devil  of  Judaism  and  chrstianity,  are  two  separate  existenqes  ;  the  first  is  the  universal 
Creator,  the  last  two  are  peculiar  creations. 

As  God  of  the  universe  was  most  certainly  never  known  to  either  of  the  aforesaid, 
the  peculiar  God's  creation  belongs  exclusively  to  these  discoverers.  No  enlightened 
mind  disputes  their  rights,  as  they  are  exclusive. 

There  can  be  but  one  Creator,  who  as  omnipresent,  fills  all  space  and  time,  and  ex- 
cludes all  others  necessarily.  God  would  hardly  occupy  space  with  a  hell,  when  his 
attributes  eould  be  better  universally  glorified*  uod^s  attribute  of  goodness,  irradiates 
his  creation.  As  there  can  be  but  one  Creator,  the  peculiar  God  of  Judaism  is  a 
fiction,  and  all  its  machinery  necessarily  falls,  whether  built  up  at  that  or  subsequent 
time.     This  is  the  most  certain  and  definite  logic,  unmistakably  certain. 

Prinoiples  are  the^ avengers  of  God,  throughout  the  universe.  Define  who  God  is. 
It  takes  the  whole  universe  that  exhibits  his  functions,  attributes  and  principles,  to 
comprehend  that  definition.  We  are  obliged  to  take  the  decision  of  rational  mind  on 
rational  data  about  God,  not  mere  public  opinion  nor  prejudices. 

IIow  has  Deity  emanated  ?  He  is  in  relation  to  this  universe,  its  great  first  cause, 
and  that  relative  emanation  utterly  precludes  by  want  of  data,  any  investigation  of 
mind,  his  creation.     Humility  and  confidence  unite  in  his  adoration. 

God  has  not  only  perfect  omniscience,  wisdom  and  goodness,  but  he  has  purity,  per- 
fection and  immutability.  If  we  cannot  reach  the  God  of  nature  in  systems,  we  must 
fso  as  near  him  as  practicable. 

God  is  so  perfect  that  he  does  not  create  evil,  but  good,  the  negative  of  which  is 
erO.  Is  this  attributable  to  God  or  man  ?  The  nearer  right  the  world  is,  the  least  evil 
it  has. 

God  does  not  require  of  us  impossibilities  ;  he  does  not  make  us  responsible  for  our 
minds  not  reaching  a  perfect  state  here,  while  severe  penalties,  the  evils  for  natural 
bwB  violated,  prove  the  necessity  of  our  proper  action. 

There  must  be  not  only  the  wisest  world-legislation,  and  the  wisest  execution  of 
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those  laws,  but  the  wisest  and  purest  self-government,  to  escape  sin  as  an  ertf^  the- 
negative  of  good.  God's  character  is  the  very  reverse  of  peculiarity,  for  it  is  uniTer> 
sality.  It  is  very  reasonable  that  you  should  construe  Deity's  attributes  aright,  when 
you,  unjust  complainer,  become  his  libeller. 

Some  croakers  are  ever  murmuring,  not  able  to  be  grateful  to  God,  to  improve  on 
mind's  defects. 

In  seeking  the  legitimate  treasures  of  the  earth  and  immortality,  we  wiU  see  that 
only  one  God  supreme  can  be  admitted,  and  that  all  others  are  unequal  and  unnecessary. 

In  taking  proper  thought  for  all  such  things  necessary,  w^e  perceive  most  clearly  thaL 
all  the  conceptions  of  the  ancients  fell  far  short  of  just  appreciation  of  Deity's  attri- 
butes and  conservative  principles. 

Universal  creation  gives  mind  the  highest  appreciation  of  Deity's  attributes,  and  this 
supreme  respect  engenders  the  most  profound  love  for  that  creation-author,  and  the 
most  comprehensive  brotherhood  of  man,  surpassing  all  the  vain  imaginations  of  pre- 
tended bibles.  You  can  have  unbounded  confidence  in  God.  The  spirit  and  principle 
of  soul-existence,  are  love  to  God  and  man,  that  creates  religion  and  universal  brother- 
hood. 

How  can  you  ungratefully  overlook,  stupidly  not  perceive  the  redeeming  qnalities  of 
preservation  in  your  immortal  Creator  ?  This  power  that  was  so  perfectly  perfonned 
for  thousands  of  years  before  priestocracy  and  messiahship,  now  to  be  crush^  by  their 
ignoble  pretences  !  We  adore  the  God  that  created  our  forefathers,  not  such  a  peculiar 
l^ing  as  they  in  their  imperfect  science  conceived  of.  As  to  love  to  God,  the  soul 
could  not  keep  from  it,  as  it  has  in  its  deepest  humility,  unbounded  confidence  in  the 
Creator.  What  best  teaches  humility  ?  The  idea  of  a  supreme  God  so  almighty,  as 
to  exclude  messiahship.  So  transcendent  in  his  existence,  as  to  estop  the  most  bril- 
liant mind  at  that  point.  But  is  not  the  difference  too  great,  between  God  and  mind, 
without  intermediates?  Is  not  God  the  Creator  of  mind?  Why  then  ask  suck  a 
question,  as  conservation  is  implied  in  creation.  That  question  implies  false  delicacy 
and  position.  Besides,  what  difference  is  there  in  a  mediator  made  by  the  fiction  of 
man,  and  man  himself?  What  virtue  in  such  ?  We  do  not  understand  the  art  to  ehcii^ 
the  art  of  this  world  to  trace  effect  to  the  cause  that  depends  on  us,  as  there  is  the 
latent  cause  in  this  universe  of  cause  and  effect,  up  to  the  great  First  Cause. 

Man  should  be  modest,  wait  for  gradual  development  of  mind  to  irradiate  mind.  One 
idea  will  illustrate  the  whole  circle.  Conscience,  principle,  soul  and  religion,  all  refer 
to  the  only  Supreme  standard,  the  great  first  cause.  Christ  could  be  no  fixed  standard  ; 
his  mortality  forbade  that.  How  comes  it  that  the  God  of  creation  is  libeled  as  peculiar^ 
when  his  every  characteristic  is  universal  ?  The  mind  of  man  can  hardly  appreciate 
his  universality,  as  diffusive  enough.  The  greatness  of  the  Almighty  decides  his  ovm 
character,  and  vindicates  his  unity  by  philosophical  science  and  the  facts  of  truth. 
None  can  usurp  his  prerogatives  which  are  exclusive,  unless  the  dupes  are  victimized 
and  stultified  by  pious  frauds.  We  must  do  justice  to  the  supreme  God  of  nature,  in 
yielding  him  all  the  homage  of  an  Almighty,  competent  for  preservation  of  his  crea- 
tion ;  all  else  is  evanescent. 

Rational  appreciation  of  God's  works,  creates  rational  love  to  him. 

We  look  through  nature  to  nature's  God,  through  love  to  the  God  of  love,  who  has 
transcendent  erace. 

To  know  what  God  himself  has  promised,  consult  his  only  scriptures,  his  works,  hia 
book  forever  fresh  and  flourishing  the  universe.  The  world  is  one  of  the  cabinets  of 
Deity.  God  is  at  once  perfect.  The  universe  is  a  demonstration  that  tradition-biblea 
are  a  libel  on  God.  Rational  mind  has  to  be  irradiated  in  the  mighty  circle  of  the 
universe. 

If  God  were  deficient  in  the  least  conservation,  he  would  thereby  be  at  once  charac- 
terized as  imperfect,  and  perfection  would  not  be  his  attribute.  Thus  preachers  and 
priests  do  not  know  what  they  are  talking  of,  when  they  advocate  messiahship,  for  that 
very  word  personifies  God's  imperfection. 

So  far  from  reason  ever  being  rejected,  that  her  highest  efforts  through  discipline  of 
experience,  is  indispensable  to  investigate  most  sincerely  God's  attributes. 

The  unity  of  God  alone  is  for  universal  brotherhood  :  God  is  displayed  in  his  sublime 
universe,  and  reflected  by  the  mirror  of  science  in  the  face  of  truth. 

After  all  the  false  pretences  of  substitutes,  who  can  appreciate  all  the  preventions  of 
injury  in  the  conservation  of  Almighty  Providence?  That  respects  the  moral  as 
physical,  the  whole  ? 

VVhat  mighty  powers  of  periodical  regeneration  of  nature. 

God  organized  creation  with  the  subliraesi  conception  and  wisest  design  that  exalts 
all  the  Ume,  not  degrades  the  world.    True  faith  must  prevent  the  adoption  of  peculiax 
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£uth,  lookinff  to  God,  we  cannot  look  below  him  to  any  pretender,  impostor,  messiah, 
nor  can  mind  look  above  him. 

The  highest  appreciation  begets  the  highest  adoration,  purest  of  God^s  character, 
who  performed  the  greatest  elaboration  in  the  creation,  organization  and  conservation  of 
the  universe.  When  God  spoke  creation  into  existence,  this  was  the  intellectual,  moral, 
and  religious  sublime,  worthy  of  the  God  of  nature.  His  whole  work  that  we  see, 
aeems  to  have  been  finished.  His  principles  are  at  work.  Prophecy,  his  agent,  time 
reveals,  whose  secrets  philosophical  science  discloses. 

Pray  for  others,  says  the  pncstocracy.  Divide  no  affection,  give  the  whole  love  and 
adoration  that  spontaneously  arise  from  the  sublimest  conception  of  God^s  holy  character 
and  attiibates.  The  self-righteous,  say  the  priestocracy.  Who  but  you  are  in  this  cate- 
gory ?  W^ho  authorized  you  to  act  for  us  ?  Attend  to  your  case  by  the  best  acts  of 
your  mind ;  you  have  no  more  grace  than  you  can  spare  for  yourself.  Are  your  thoughts 
{Mirer  by  divine  excellence  than  those  of  others  ?  Prove  it.  Actions  concentrate  words 
£0(1  thoughts.  Have  you  a  superior  claim  before  us,  provable?  The  foresight  in 
creation  of  the  rightful  creation  of  this  world  in  being  saved  without  the  loss  of  blood 
and  life  of  a  Savior,  argues  a  perfect  Deity,  surely.  Had  such  a  Savior  been  neces- 
sary, the  Creator  had  been  imperfect.     The  matters  of  God  are  not  abstractions. 

Did  the  Creator  possess  the  full  and  entire  sovereignty  over  the  Universe  ?  Of 
course.  Did  he  part  with  it  by  necessity  I  That  decides  the  imperfection  of  God. 
Of  what  benefit  was  it  to  any  less  than  God,  if  God  himself  was  imbecile  ?  But  if 
not  imbecile,  of  course  he  must  have  held  to  all  his  creative  power.  If  the  successor 
could  do  more,  he  could  create  and  thus  he  becomes  the  creator  himself,  and  that  posi- 
ticm  conclusively  proves  his  supremacy.  But  brought  into  the  world  by  the  function 
of  procreation,  his  function  could  not  be  creation  as  his  acts  prove  and  confirm,  hence 
we  can  only  recognise  one  great  Supreme,  to  whom  all  creation  is  subordinate.  .Of 
coarse  there  is  but  one  limit  and  that  at  God,  beyond  ^hom  this  Universe  cannot  go, 
and  this  decides  his  supreme  sublimity  and  grandeur. 

God  does  not  manifest  himself  in  person,  but  is  recognised  through  his  works  that 
are  read  by  mind  recognising  science.  What  better  proof  can  be  given  to  each  human 
being,  than  this  position  ?  Is  there  any  honorable  proof,  that  any  person  ever  saw  him 
the  world^s  age  1  Must  he  be  reviled  as  skeptic,  because  he  asks  for  demonstration 
and  proof  conclusive  on  this  essential  point  ?  Mind  as  honorable  can  asks  for  nothing 
less,  and  can  3rield  nothing  less  if  aught  beyond  it  is  demanded.  As  to  all  God^s  law 
and  prittcifrfes  that  are  for  mind,  they  are  there  still,  not  taken  away  or  added  to  at  all 
by  any  sectarian,  for  God  gave  them  preservation.  It  is  impossible  that  there  can  be 
in  the  nature  of  things,  any  other  revelation  of  God  than  what  he  has  given  in  the 
Universe.  It  is  impious  blasphemy  to  ask  for  more  than  the  illustrious  works  of  the 
Creator.     The  preservation  of  universal  order,  attests  universal  Providence. 

The  God  of  the  Universe  gave  the  world  a  greater  munificence  in  its  totality,  and  so 
of  all  its  parts.  Countries  and  people,  the  world  and  mankind,  are  cursed  in  any  pecu- 
har  fiuth. 

How  do  you  reach  the  idea  of  the  Almighty  ?  Through  mind  out  of  his  own  magni- 
ficent Universe,  and  nothing  less  can  represent  him. 

To  not  finally  know  God,  the  Creator,  is  not  to  know  much  of  the  Universe  !  That 
is  not  Monotheism. 

Between  God  and  man  are  principles.  Did  Christ  originate  any  others  ?  No  ;  then 
he  cannot  supersede  them.  The  most  amiable  idea  we  can  have  of  the  Almighty  is, 
that  his  grace  is  universally,  not  specially  diffused  and  effectual  on  merits  of  mind, 
without  the  taint  of  blood  and  murder. 

The  most  appropriate  name  is  the  Great  First  Cause.  We  see  the  humbugs  of  the 
world  nurtured  by  pretended  revelation  or  atheism,  that  would  be  exploded  by  cause 
and  effect  arguments. 

What  truth  has  Moses  for  his  narration,  in  the  position  of  the  earth  1  The  polythe- 
ist  and  atheist  who  are  the  only  ones  besides  the  Monotheist,  maintain  a  position  of 
aq)hi9try.  Both  stand  on  false  data  and  premises.  '  How  can  that  of  either  be  morals 
or  religion,  where  there  is  no  truth  ?  The  unity  of  design  in  the  Universe,  convicts 
both.    This  Universe  is  referable  to  cause  and  effect. 

The  atheist  should  comprehend  all  final  or  elementary  causes,  ere  he  disputes  the 
Piist  Great  Cause.  Their  assumptions  about  the  beginning  of  creation,  will  profit 
them  nothing  in  the  principles  of  causation.  As  candid,  honest,  and  truthful  people, 
they  had  better  acknowledge  their  defect  and  inconsistency  in  all  such  premises,  and  as 
go<ii  and  true  citizens  of  the  world,  aid  the  Monotheist  in  the  only  tenable  and  upright 
position.  The  unity  and  preservation  in  creation,  sufficiently  answer  both  most  conclu- 
srrely.     How  absurd  the  idea  with  some  sophists  or  their  vassals;  that  if  we  admit  the 
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existence  of  God,  we  must  also  admit  that  of  Christ.  The  last  is  in  direct  antagomani 
with,  and  detracts  from  God.  God  is  perfect  and  needs  no  Christ^s  aid.  The  pnest- 
ocracy  needs  the  aid  of  such  machinery,  and  they  instituted  all  such  for  their  especial 
peculiar  benefit.  But  the  sovereign  people^  not  the  priestocracy,  God  not  Christ,  axe 
the  source  of  delegated  or  original  power,  therefore  truth,  not  faith,  religion,  not  peculiar 
bibles,  are  to  prevail. 

The  whole  category  of  Christ,  priestocracy,  &c.,  keeps  God  out  of  view.  What 
must  be  the  magnificence  of  God's  perfection  ?  The  Universe  is  an  ever-present  con- 
stant proof  of  its  God,  and  that  excludes  all  contingents  as  Messiahs  alien  to  tliis  principle. 
Infidels !  who  are  they  ?  not  those  who  believe  in  the  God  of  the  Universe,  in  the  oldest, 
the  purest  correct — the  only  faith.  I  advocate  the  supremacy  of  the  unity  of  the  God 
of  the  Universe,  of  religion  that  defers  to  that  paramount  obligation,  constitutional 
liberty  and  rights  of  the  world.  God  has  given  us  a  bible  that  Moses  did  not  read,  that 
excludes  him,  Christ,  Mahomet,  Smith,  and  all  the  functionaries  of  peculiar  faiths, 
that  yet  admits  them  on  the  principles  of  mind.  The  difference  between  atheists, 
maniacs,  and  polytheists,  is  this,  that  the  second  cannot  use  their  mind  rationally,  the 
first  renounce  the  right  use,  and  the  last  fall  short  of  the  rational  use.  The  fault  is,  as 
to  the  mind  of  all. 

What  enables  mind  to  do  best  on  earth  ?  Monotheism,  directed  by  the  wisest  Crea- 
tor. Man  can  never  appreciate  God  through  peculiar  bibles,  much  less  pretend  to  cor- 
rect one  iota  of  what  he  has  done.  Man's  dispensations  dispense  man's  extreme 
follies. 

By  what  mighty  intelligence  and  power  has  God  arranged  the  universal  cabinet  of 
Nature — placed  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth  the  seeds  of  vegetable  matter,  plants  and 
trees,  preserve  them  for  countless  ages  free  from  decay  and  exempt  from  vegetation,  by 
non-exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  and  the  process  of  heat  and  light  of  the  sun  ?  The 
God  that  I  believe  in,  cannot  be  libelled--by  man.  He  is  not  in  favor  of  priestocracy, 
when  the  last  are  a  set  of  hypocrites.  He  never  ordered  miracles,  prophecies,  myste- 
ries,  nor  repudiation  of  honest  debts,  when  an  honest,  truthful  perfection  of  his  works, 
on(v  honor  him.     He  has  no  counterfeits. 

The  principles  of  causation,  of  cause  and  effect,  unmistakably  and  absolutely  lead 
mind  to  the  Great  First  Cause,  that  necessarily  excludes  atheists  and  polytheists. 
Which  of  these  two  has  the  most  perverted  and  ignorant  mind  ?  We  must  have  most 
imperfect  views  of  Deity  to  suppose  him  a  perfect  being,  and  for  him  to  leave  others  to 
nerform  his  functions !  His  principles  do  that.  Both  he  and  they  are  unchangeable, 
ilow  can  man  think  of  addressing  him,  for  the  purpose  of  change  ?  Man  does  it  from 
the  imperfect  views  of  peculiar  bibles.  It  is  really  opprobrious  that  God  who  created 
the  Universe,  exclusively  as  the  Great  First  Cause,  also  mind  and  religion,  is  not  paid 
by  man,  exclusive  adoration.  The  wisest  legislation  emphatically  follows  the  wisest 
appreciation  of  Deity,  as  all  produce  the  best  religion.  The  laws  of  nature  if  made 
right,  are  the  ones  to  govern  man  rightly,  most  easily  and  successfully.  How  many 
things  are  there  in  the  world,  if  we  look  at  cause  and  effect  rightly,  to  remind  us  of  our 
duty.  What  a  mighty  contemplation  of  God  Almighty,  who  towers  above  all  ideas  in 
the  creation  of  principles  and  the  Universe.  How  sublime  the  thought.  The  mighty 
unity  of  design,  that  none  could  ever  carry  out  but  the  supreme  majesty  and  unity  of 
God. 

The  world  has  to  go  wholly  for  the  unity  of  God. 

Who  can  dare  say,  that  God  ever  created  an  evil  ? 

Who  will  libel  him,  and  stultify  his  own  brain  ? 

The  conversion  of  mind,  is  not  without  the  spirit  of  God.  That  is  exclusively  alone 
effectual,  and  proves  the  unity  of  God.  What  would  the  world — ^the  Universe — be, 
without  the  spirit,  the  soul  of  the  Creator,  all  the  time  ?  All  the  religion  that  Chris- 
tianity and  all  peculiar  faith  has,  is  from  this  soiu-ce.  All  else  is  not  religion.  As  to 
peculiar  faith  bibles,  they  all  can  be  dispensed  with  all  the  time,  but  mind  and  rationality 
that  gives  the  only  legitimate  purification  to  mind,  must  be  upheld  as  God-gifts  to  the 
Universe.  They  embrace  nothing  short  of  refined  rational  education.  How  can  the 
whole  world  be  converted,  but  by  pure  rationality  on  rational  education  ? 

Such  must  bestow  genteel,  refined,  gentlemanly,  individual,  rational  world-feelings. 
For  rationality  to  do  justice,  rational  mind  must  be  purely  exempt  from  the  malign 
influences  of  peculiar  education.  I  cannot  think  that  God  ever  created  an  absolute  evil, 
as  he  is  too  perfectly  pure  and  holy.  The  beginning  of  man  is  proved  by  the  book  of 
geology,  that  proves  man  the  last  of  creation,  the  highest  order.  The  more  mind's 
intelligence  increases,  the  more  the  Universe  expands  into  greatness.  ShaU  the  con- 
servative principles  of  the  Universe  be  in  abeyance  to  man's  notions,  ignorance,  and 
prejudice  ?    God  instituted  conservative  principles  for  the  UniverBC,  mind,  and  body, 
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sad  now  whether  polytheist,  monotheist^  or  atheist,  all  the  orders  of  faith  that  can  exist, 
uolefls  we  blend  the  atheist  and  polytheist,  and  have  only  two  in  reality,  have  to  adopt 
these  principles.  The  polytheist  has  actually  traded  on  this  capital,  and  most  ungrate- 
hJlj  denied  the  tnie  faith. 

If  the  world  assume  that  the  sun  or  Nature  causes  all  things  that  we  see,  it  puts  the 
effect  for  the  cause,  and  stops  very  far  short  of  all  that  is  comprehensive.  In  regard  to 
original  sin  bringing  death  into  the  world,  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous  if  we  wisely  and 
ja^y  regard  the  objects  of  creation,  the  mighty  functions  of  reproduction  that  would 
unquestionably  cause  mankind  to  overrun  the  whole  platfonn  of  the  earth^s  surface,  if 
there  wajs  not  a  rational  limit,  that  is,  death.  Creation  would  not  stop  reproduction, 
under  its  present  position.  All  that  about  sin  and  death,  is  perfect  legend.  Preachers 
ought  to  stop  all  such. 

Whence  originate  all  mind,  and  all  holiness  of  mind  or  soul,  but  from  God,  whose 
exclusive  unity  consecrates  it  and  renders  it  most  effectual  by  his  divine  grace  ?  As  to 
being  prepared  otherwise,  is  to  get  more  and  more  unprepared.  All  this  investigation 
leads  us  unmistakably  to  a  supreme  divine  power,  pre-eminently  dignified  in  wisdom 
and  consecrated  in  holiness,  the  appropriate  standard  for  mind. 

PROOF  OF  A  GOD  OF  NATURE. 

Lit  Aristotle,  Xenophanes,  Epicurus,  &c.,  assert  all  matter  to  be  eternal,  still,  as 
system  and  order  are  paramount,  and  principles  are  conservative  in  the  universe,  that 
uoiverse  is  ruled  by  a  Great  First  Cause,  into  whose  Almighty  autliority  all  rational 
beings,  duly  impressed  with  his  worthiness  of  supreme  adoration,  must,  with  humility 
and  confidence,  resign  themselves. 

By  order,  system,  and  organization  the  universe  exists ;  without  them,  there  is  no 
oAiverse. 

He  who  is  the  limit  of  mind,  causes  mind  to  pay  its  most  deferential  respect  to  him-* 
self,  the  only  standard. 

Friendship,  originated  by  such  lofty  intelligence,  becomes  the  most  exalted  love,  the 
more  cemented  on  principles,  that  exclude  all  atheism  and  polytheism,  however  disguised 
by  priestocracies,  hosts,  and  trinities  peculiar. 

Philosophical  science  enables  mind  to  prove  our  solar  system,  the  order  and  regulation 
of  that  system ;  and  enables  us  to  embrace  all  systems  of  the  universe,  and  its  God,  or 
Great  First  Cause,  that  originated,  organized,  and  rules  that  system  of  systems,  the 
universe. 

The  original  of  motion  must  have  been  eternal,  and  could  only  have  rested  in  the  Su- 
preme alone,  and  thereby  proves  him  the  Almighty  to  a  moral  and  religious  certainty. 
What  must  have  been  the  Almighty,  to  have  created  the  universe  ! 

The  world  reads,  through  philosophical  science,  the  language  of  nature,  that  is  uni- 
versal and  discloses  her  God;  whereas  books  of  tradition  are  those  of  men  varying  in 
sense  and  diversified  in  language,  liable  to  misrepresentations,  misrecords,  mistranslations, 
and  woful  corrupt  misconstructions,  unsuited  to  mind  as  less  exact  in  science. 

Principles  alone  can  elevate  mind,  the  want  of  them  alone  degrade  it.  The  bible  of 
mind  alone  can  impart  those  that  hold  mind  on  a  balance  and  reputation  of  character  at 

The  mind  never  can  stop  short  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  however  defeated  by 
priestocracies,  with  their  sophistries  and  their  superstitions,  and  above  all  by  their  poly- 
theisms. Why  not  declare  at  once  a  Supreme  First  Cause  in  nature  ?  That  is  relative 
only  and  only  his  exponent.  Beyond  the  Supreme  aU  is  speculation,  there  mind  is 
compelled  to  stop,  where  religion  decides  supreme  duty  due  to  the  Supreme  Creator. 

Forethought  wUl  decide  for  us,  that  there  is  a  God  of  nature,  as  nature  only  presents 
at  best  the  elements.  God  is  the  prime  mover,  is  the  soul  of  motion,  power,  and  intel- 
ligence. 

Enlightened  public  opinion  outruns  book-knowledge  in  time,  how  absurd  then  was  it 
to  book  by  tradition  God^s  word,  that  it  takes  the  whole  universe  to  contain. 

The  God  that  made  our  fathers  is  a  different  Being  from  any  ever  dreamed  of  in 
polytheism,  however  peculiar.  The  God  of  nature  is  a  unit,  subhme  beyond  the  con- 
ception of  priestocracies,  who  are  ever  distanced  in  all  their  ignoble  attempts  at  their 
caricature  of  Deity.  God  stands  alone  intact,  by  all  the  vulgar  priestocracies,  the  most 
corrupt  of  all  dynasties. 

The  best  of  the  ancients  were  ignorant  of  any  responsible  system  of  science,  that 
explained  the  position  of  our  solar  system,  much  less  that  of  the  universe. 

What  miserable  systems  of  the  solar  system  were  advanced !    Tycho  Brahe  reversed 
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the  most  correct  view  of  our  solar  system,  to  suit  the  ignorance  of  the  priestocraey^s 
bible. 

What  did  Moses,  and  all  such  priests,  know  of  true  science  ? 

This  is  enough  to  humble  the  pride  of  sophists  and  dogmatists,  and  teach  mind  humility 
and  an  entire  dependence  on  the  God  of  nature,  whose  works  alone  can  teach  his  attri- 
butes. All  the  bibles  of  tradition  remove  the  mind  farther  from  correct  views  of  God. 
Modesty,  humility  and  justice  will  make  for  mind  its  proper  sphere. 

The  ancients  were  dogmatists,  atheist,  and  polytheists,  and  of  course  had  but  little 
philosophical  science,  and  could  not  appreciate  Deity. 

The  facilities  of  the  present  age  present  a  noble  advance  and  progress  of  mind ;  ena- 
ble mankind  to  become  rationalists  ;  remove  atheism,  polytheism,  or  any  of  its  disguises 
as  trinity ;  peculiar  gods  for  peculiar  people,  with  all  the  peculiar  accompaniments  of 
peculiar  priestocracies ;  infidelity  to  God,  reason,  mind,  principles,  or  any  of  their  attn- 
butes. 

God  is  distinguished  by  attributes,  functions,  and  principles,  among  which  is  truth. 

God  cannot  lie  and  be  God.  He  cannot  create  and  not  preserve.  Both  powers  are 
one  and  indivisible,  embraced  in  unity,  rejecting  trinity.  Preservation  and  conservation 
are  identified  with  creation. 

Creation  must  have  had  a  beginning  by  the  Creator  eternal.  This  mightiest  question 
is  only  partially  solved.  The  very  admission  of  the  word  universe,  that  none  can  deny 
with  rational  mind,  discloses  order,  that  premises  organization  of  a  sublime  intelligence, 
characterized  by  the  best  attributes  of  supreme  power  and  wisdom. 

We  infer  most  conclusively,  by  rational  induction,  these  noble  attributes.  When  we 
speak  of  nature  we  speak  of  the  order  resulting  on  matter  by  conservative  principles. 
Matter  organized  is  what  we  see  of  nature. 

Who  is  the  Supreme  Organizer  ?  Religion  and  morals  refer  again  to  supreme  intel- 
ligence. 

Matter  alone  could  not  form  mind,  that  evidently  needs  morals  and  religion  for  self^ 
preservation. 

To  say,  that  as  the  ancients  could  not  appreciate  God,  that  mind  could  not,  is  foolish 
in  the  extreme.  The  ancients  could  not  begin  to  appreciate  the  system  of  systems — ^the 
universe ;  the  modems  have  only  begun  to  do  so. 

Mind  is  on  the  progress  of  improvement. 

Reason  is  the  highest  exercise  of  our  mental  faculties,  and  the  more  enlightened  reason 
by  exact  science,  the  nearer  we  approach  the  God  of  reason. 

All  creation  looks  to  the  principles  of  causation.  It  is  the  right  direction  of  motion, 
that  rules  the  spheres  of  the  universe,  and  that  must  rule  the  ratiocination  of  causation, 
and  the  attributes  of  matter,  as  mind  takes  precedence  of  matter. 

God  is  an  infinitely  wise  being,  and  self-existent. 

The  universe  is  infinite  and  uncomprehended  by  man,  but  God  the  mover,  directing 
motion,  is  the  comprehender,  so  much  more  above  man,  Almighty  and  Omnipotent  God 
only  asks  the  audition  of  reason,  and  if  all  the  priests  and  teachers  of  polytheism  were 
put  down,  then  he  would  be  truly  adored. 

The  manifest  proof  of  God  is  by  his  works  universal,  physical,  moral,  and  religious. 

Partial  reason,  under  the  pretence  of  faith,  seeks  the  Creator  in  insignificance,  and 
itself  in  blasphemy. 

The  Great  First  Cause  is  only  known  to  us ;  we  can  grasp  no  secondary  or  sateUite, 
that  is  totally  inadmissible  by  the  word  and  signification  of  Almighty. 

There  reason  commences,  in  the  universe. 

The  other  volume  for  eternity  has  not  been  read,  and  therefore  we  must  be  sOent  in 
truth. 

The  universe  involves  processes,  that  involve  principles  wherever  order  and  system 
are  involved. 

Neither  atheism  can  detract  from  the  Author,  nor  can  polytheism  add  to  him.  These 
are  the  dangerous  errors  of  the  day. 

The  universal  organization  and  order  of  the  universe  compel  us  creatures  to  eternal 
silence. 

This  is  a  sublime  contemplation  to  the  religionist,  the  rationalist. 

The  universe  is  a  mighty  constituency  of  solar  systems,  whose  constitution  was  due 
to  the  originating  power,  to  whom  all  creation  looks  as  a  perfect  being,  the  fountain  of 
all  intelligence  and  power,  the  Great  First  Cause,,  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  is 
as  much  above  the  God  of  Judaism  as  the  universe  exceeds  the  little  peculiar  spot, 
Palestine. 

Animated  nature  was  created  by  its  God,  and  could  not  have  existed  or  been  sustaitied 
and  preserved  independent  of  creative  intelligence,  almighty  power. 
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As  to  the  God  of  nature,  we  can  onl^  trace  to  him  ;  and  haying  no  more  data,  are 
eompeJJed  to  stop  as  all,  with  the  direction  of  motion  and  creation. 

It  might  be  vain  speculation  to  attempt  more ;  we  could  not  with  propriety  do  less. 

Nothing  less  than  an  Almighty  could  have  ruled  nature  by  systems,  regulated  by  con- 
servative systems  that  vindicate  themselves  and  protect  the  spheres  of  solar  systems,  and 
those  systems  in  one  exhausUess  universe. 

Violate  the  principles  of  gravitation,  and  your  fall  proves  the  irresistible  conclusion. 

Human  vitality  can  be  injured  and  finally  destroyed  by  fire,  water,  hanging,  cutting 
chief  arteries,  poisons,  mental  disturbances,  strangling ;  over  these  preside  principles 
that  represent  Deity,  who  requires  the  full  dignity  of  rational  religion.  The  God  of 
nature  can  be  only  represented  by  the  inherent  principles  of  nature. 

They  are  the  circumstances  of  created  rational  beings,  who  have  to  conform  to  them 
by  free  agency  of  mind. 

The  God  of  the  universe  has  been  libeled  by  atheists  and  polytheists — equally  bad, 
by  priests  and  messiahs-mongers  awfully  and  blasphemously.  Can  you  define  God,  the 
Almighty,  who  spoke  nature  into  the  creation  of  a  universe  ? 

What  mortal  can  define  the  universe,  a  necessary  preliminary  ?  Let  its  matter  be 
infinite  as  much  as  you  choose,  have  prior  motion  and  time  its  consequent,  still  the 
universe  that  embraces  that  matter  is  all  regulated  by  system  and  order,  which  were 
necessarily  directed  by  supreme  intelligence.  There  can  be  no  atheiBt  nor  polytheist 
if  their  mind  be  sound,  honest,  and  truthful.  The  universe  may  have  had  a  universe  of 
difficulties,  then  the  more  a  God  that  triumphs  over  all. 

God  can  claim  exclusive  paternity  as  self-existent  to  his  works,  and  full  almighty 
csfNicity  for  their  preservation.  All  the  bible-of-tradition-mongers  never  understood 
God's  works  or  attributes,  else  they  could  not  have  committed  themselves  to  so  awful  a 
iaisehood  about  God^s  universe  preservation.  If  the  Almighty  Creator  was  not  the 
Savior,  who  then  was  the  Creator  ? 

Be  silent,  then,  ye  degraded  monsters  of  iniquity. 

We  approach  the  God  of  nature,  and  are  duly  humbled  into  supreme  adoration  of  such 
adorable  majesty. 

We  mortals  have  to  ask  of  God  another  set  of  mental  organs  and  data  to  reach  him, 
much  less  proceed  beyond  him,  whom  we  must  style  the  Regulator  of  the  universe,  be 
the  disordered  elements  in  ever  so  great  confusion  and  chaos.  The  name  of  Universe 
Regulator,  then,  surpasses  Jehovah,  or  its  prototype,  Jupiter. 

Bat  do  you  back  out  from  rational  discussion,  that  involves  legitimately  the  compre- 
hension of  the  whole  subject  as  found  in  the  universe  ?  So  far  from  religious  men 
avoiding  rational  discussion,  they  will  seek  it,  and  be  indebted  therefor  for  light  and 
freedom  of  mind. 

Providence  is  truly  divine.  Let  no  human  being  presume  to  be  divine,  nor  desecrate 
the  idea.  How  can  he  aspire  to  be  saint,  prophet,  miracle  or  mystery  performer,  or 
expounder.  This  is  not  a  question  of  bluster  or  boast ;  it  is  one  of  constant  truth.  It  is 
the  old  regime  of  the  priestocracy,  often  changed  and  varied  in  a  new  dress,  but  the 
fluhstance  is  the  same. 

Need  you  ask  about  God^s  government,  when  you  see  how  retributive  justice  follows 
in  the  wake  of  self-vindicating  principles.  Do  you  see  in  the  western  wilds  and  soli- 
tudes of  America  the  reckless  character  calling  himself  a  man,  wantonly  destroy  a  poor 
old  Indian  woman,  a  sex  that  his  strong  arm  should  have  protected  ?  He  prides  him- 
self in  the  power  of  his  right  arm,  and  the  supposed  strength  of  his  party,  his  friends, 
his  Cather,  who  helped  to  corrupt  his  morals  and  deprave  his  religion,  from  being  rational. 
But  see  him  arrested  by  the  Indians,  who  seek  the  most  summary  vengeance,  and  com- 
pel this  party  to  stand  and  see  it.  Principles  had  availed,  but  justice  now  is  executed. 
This  wanton  wretch  has  aroused  and  maddened  the  sons  of  the  forest,  and  they  flay 
him  alive. 

See  the  reckless  bully  in  Texas,  that  murders  as  an  assassin  and  resorts  to  a  judge, 
to  compel  him  to  a  mock  trial,  that  he  may  stand  ostensibly  and  nominally  clear  before 
hti  country. 

That  wretch  tiiere  meets  with  snmmary  vengeance,  and  atones  with  his  life  for  all 
his  misdeeds.     Enough  of  similar  instances  could  have  been  recited. 

What  is  the  proof  of  God,  the  great  first  cause  ? 

The  whole  universe,  that  is  all  effect  and  cause. 

To  know  what  the  universe  is,  mind  must  seek  its  proper  analysis.  All  haye  a  com- 
prehensive adaptation,  with  design.  What  a  diversity  in  nature,  yet  all  promotive  of 
one  universal  order. 

The  Creator's  display  is  throughout  creation  by  a  diversity  as  rich,  as  design  is  de- 
monstrable.    This  (Uversity  is  universal.    The  Almighty  paints  with  light,  writes  with 
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electricity,  orbs  his  handiwork,  the  aniverse  his  system,  with  principles  for  conserration, 
and  attributes  for  character.  Law  pre-supposes  intelligence.  We  have  direct  proof  of 
a  God-presiding  Providence,  by  the  present  operations  of  the  universe. 

All  creation  may  look  common  after  familiarity  has  been  established,  but  all  are  on 
sublime  conceptions  of  intellectual  grandeur  and  system  of  principles.  But  the  caviller 
objects  that  the  distribution  of  this  world's  goods  and  possessions  is  most  unequal,  that 
many  are  wealthy  and  possessed  of  great  if  not  unlimited  power,  whilst  the  reverse  ob- 
tains with  others.  How  many  are  worthy  by  dint  of  mmd's  merits,  if  not,  matters 
soon  return  Ui  their  level.  Your  cavil  reaches  mind's  vitiated  perversions.  The  wealth 
of  the  father  is  soon  squandered  by  the  prodigal  son,  for  others  that  may  be  meritorious 
to  accumulate  in  the  process  of  legitimate  business,  not  of  avaricious  cupidity.  All 
this  proves  defect  in  mind's  operations.  To  scan  all  rightly,  mind  must  understand  all 
rightly.  What  blessings  are  oceans  and  seas,  yet  what  robberies,  piracies,  murders  and 
wars,  may  have  been  perpetrated  on  all,  yet  how  many  have  been  prevented  by  even 
the  Mediterranean  sea.  To  say  that  God  authorizes  such,  is  to  libel  him  as  the  cause 
of  evil.  This  is  a  world,  not  the  universe  scanned  ;  contracted  views  will  not  do. 
Where  are  the  potency,  the  innocence  of  mind,  its  sublime  satisfaction  and  happiness  ? 
That  must  master  all  ^e  elements  of  its  circumstances,  to  carry  out  the  principles  of 
moral  free  agency,  to  their  legitimate  comprehension,  to  expel  despotism  in  all  its  mind 
invasions.     AH  the  balance  is  but  as  the  proof  test  of  its  character,  triumph  and  glory. 

God's  omnipresence,  omniscience  and  omnipotence,  are  as  manifest  as  mind's  func- 
tions are  recognised  in  the  body  of  man.  Mind's  functions  have  to  subdue  all  the  vi- 
cious elements  of  its  perversion  How  do  we  know  there  is  God  Almighty  ?  If  we 
could  not  know  any  other  way,  we  could  not  mistake  him  in  ruling  out  ul  false  gods, 
Messiahs,  Christs,  Itihudds,  Mahomets,  Moses,  Smiths,  Tinkers  and  Botches,  Priestoc- 
racies  and  all  polytheists  and  atheists,  witches,  ghosts,  spirits,  knockers.  Millers,  affilia- 
ted oracles,  all  the  world-tribe  legion,thou^h  they  be  Belial  in  character  and  what  not  in 
blasphemy,  by  the  potency  of  his  word — his  work,  cause  and  effect|  that  define  him  un- 
mistakably to  be  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  all  others  caused  or  created.  Obey  the 
voice  of  science,  mind — real  light  of  God  alone. 

All  the  bigots  and  their  nefarious  inquisitions  haye  not  prevented  mind  from  reading 
God's  word  and  works.  How  vain  are  the  impotent,  silly  despots,  coxcombs !  Let  the 
world  be  no  more  on  contingencies.  Have  supposed  great  minds  of  the  world  over- 
looked God's  scriptures,  and  acted  the  sycophants  to  man's  ?  Then  that  proves  them 
the  greater  traitors  to  mind.  They  are  the  real  Judas  Iscariots  in  the  world's  toryism 
and  toadyism,  caterers  to  absolutists  and  priestocracies,  when  they  vitiated  their  excel- 
lent gift,  mind.  Play  not  false  to  your  country,  constitutional  g:overnment,  freedom, 
law,  order,  for  the  whole  world.  No  matter  what  position  the  christian,  mahommedan, 
mormon,  or  any  other  peculiar  faith  takes,  they  all  kill  themselves  the  very  moment  they 
lay  a  foundation  in  their  bibles.  Rational  education  enables  mankind  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  principles  conservative  of  the  universe  given  to  rational  mind,  but  not 
used  by  the  ancient  fathers.  There  are  some  persons,  f  trust,  that  hold  bibles  in  abey- 
ance, that  they  may  honor  themselves  in  the  right  supremacy.  How  much  of  the  world 
at  their  own  arbitration  acquiesces  in  what  is  before  it,  without  seeking  to  correct  or 
make  better,  palpable  errors. 

The  ministry  of  the  universe  address  mind,  as  long  as  thought  can  be  exercised. 
The  proper  study  of  all  life's  comprehension,  presents  a  few  world-problems  for  mankind 
to  solve.  There  is  but  one  proper  way  to  solve  them.  Are  you  the  adorer  of  the  Al- 
mighty Creator,  or  the  worshipper  of  a  created,  peculiar  idol  god?  Choose  ye  this 
day  whom  ye  will.  If  you  be  of  the  first,  you  are  to  all  honorable  persons  a  monothe- 
ist  conclusively  ;  if  of  the  second,  you  are  decidedly  a  polytheist,  an  idolater,  irredeem- 
ably— irrevocably,  by  your  own  special  providence,  the  acts  of  your  own  predestination, 
revoking  most  ungratefully  your  own  God-given  free  moral  agency.  All  should  render 
the  earth  as  attractive  as  practicable.  Cease,  polytheists  and  atheists,  you  vipers  bite 
a  file  when  you  meddle  with  monotheism.  In  your  existence  you  cannot  touch  one  iota 
of  it.  Why  do  persons  commit  themselves  to  tliese  two,  atheism  and  polytlieism  ? 
They  must  be  seduced  by  the  partisans  without  investigation.  Their  object  embraces 
so  much,  that  mystifies  weak  or  credulous  minds.  Prosciption  and  ostracism  in  all 
the  forms  of  despotism,  have  been  in  array  for  polytheism,  perverting  mind,  bullying  the 
world,  robbing,  pirating  upon  it.  By  the  free  moral  agency  of  mind,  God  makes  himself 
the  modest  President  of  the  universe.  There  is  now  no  reason  for  vain  man  to  be  more 
00  earth,  at  the  very  height  of  his  power  and  greatness.  The  very  idea  of  peculiarity 
in  God  libels  justice.  God  is  not  a  just  God,  if  peculiar.  He  is  not  omnipresent  by 
the  bible,  as  the  Devil  was  his  successful  rival  in  his  absence.  As  to  monotheism,  with 
all  their  effrontery  the  unprincipled  opposition  cannot  say  tlie  first  word  or  thing  in  truth 
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Bgaint  it    Cause  aod  effect  rule  out  atheism  and  polytheism.     A  spiritual  being,  how- 
ereretbeiealized,  must  be  appreciated  by  its  substance. 

Atbeistn  presents  a  headless  being  for  creation.  All  our  ideas  are  deriyed  from  the 
senses,  therefore  cause  and  effect  carry  us  to  the  great  first  cause.  Farther  than  this 
mind  has  no  data. 

Both  atheism  and  polytheism  beg  their  questions.  Their  bibles  address  the  vilest 
passions,  an  ignoble  faith,  and  not  reason  of  mind.  Such  books  are  the  best  evidence 
against  themselves. 

Omnipotence  and  perfection  of  Deity  are  necessarily  united.  He  is  God  in  perfec- 
tion, otherwise  he  could  not  be  God  enough  to  meet  all  the  metaphysics  of  atheists. 

AH  this  pre-supposes  perfect  attributes.  Such  a  Being  atheism  does  not  upset,  such 
polvtheism  cannot  know  or  adopt. 

It  is  easier  to  believe  in  a  perfect  God,  than  in  an  imperfect  nature-creator.  One  or 
the  other  standB  in  this  relation  to  mind.  Why,  atheist,  use  mind  for  legislation  if  na- 
ture be  perfect  ?     God  has  unlimited,  infinite  perfection. 

It  takes  monotheism  to  overthrow  all  the  imbecUe  sophistries  of  atheism  and  polythe- 
ism. The  perfect  omnipotence  of  God  absolutely  prevents  his  change  of  nature,  hence 
be  is  absolutely  immutable,  and  possesses  infinite  faculties.    , 

All  peculiar  bibles,  as  peculiar  faiths  of  polytheism  and  atheism,  are  caricatures  of 
a  perfect  great  first  cause.  Where  do  you  get  conservation  of  the  universe  from  ? 
How  can  you  prevent  one  system  of  worlds  or  suns  from  invading  another  ?  If  nature 
famished  the  means,  what  prevents  the  aggression  of  major  or  minor  bodies?  Is 
Datnre  thus  intelligent  ?  You  affect  matter  from  nature,  but  whence  do  you  get  the 
principles  of  matter  1  In  using  terms,  do  not  pervert  language.  The  modesty  of  the 
inquiring  mind  is  in  abeyance  to  the  future  development  of  facts.  Monotheism  is  the 
only  belief  competent  to  live  in  a  universe  of  principles.  Atheism  is  no  belief,  and 
polytheism  like  it,  is  absorbed  by  monotheism. 

Monotheism  will  absorb  atheism  and  polytheism,  the  only  antagonists,  because  the  last 
two  have  no  principles.  It  is  impossible  for  any  God  of  miracles  to  exist  in  this  uni- 
verse. Where  would  atheism  get  a  standard  of  morals,  but  from  the  sublime  creator 
of  principles  ?  Where  will  the  polytheist  get  a  standard  for  the  construction  of  his 
peculiar  bible,  and  the  formation  of  conscience  ?  Are  not  all  rational  views  commen- 
surate with  principles  ?  Without  a  God,  how  will  you  fix  proper  responsibility  ?  What 
is  God  but  the  President  of  nature  ?  He  is  perfect  in  his  immutability — why  then 
prayers  1  If  there  be  space,  what  created  it  ?  Nature  ?  How  and  when  ?  What 
potentiality  could  nature  have  ?  By  all  the  best  definitions  could  she  be  adequate  to 
overleap  herself  to  reach  a  high-wrought  performance  ?  The  whole  nature  of  things 
in  the  universe,  not  in  one  world,  much  less  one  black  letter  book  or  bigoted  mind, 
ahoold  be  wisely  embraced  to  comprehend  the  whole  category. 

The  harmony  of  the  universe  demonstrates  a  Creator. 

There  can  only  be  three  views  at  first.  Monotheism,  Atheism  and  Polytheism,  and 
only  one  at  last — Monotheism,  as  Polytheism  resolves  itself  into  Atheism,  that  resolves 
itself  into  nothing. 

This  is  a  universe  of  cause  and  effect,  and  as  such,  addresses  itself  to  the  highest, 
best  intellectuality  of  mind,  that  cannot  be  violated  in  an  iota,  however  spiritual  may  be 
the  views. 

The  God  of  nature  is  certainly  not  a  peculiar  God  of  any  people,  as  that  presents 
the  worst  of  all  false  pretences ;  he  certainly  never  entered  into  co-partnership,  com- 
pact or  covenant,  with  any  priestocracy.  No  abstract  propositions  will  answer,  unless 
the  whole  comprehension  has  the  conservative  elements  of  the  universe,  therefore  all 
peculiar  faiths  practicable  can  never  fill  the  first  function  of  religion,  no  more  than 
abstract  nature,  hence  both  Polytheism  and  Atheism  are  nothing. 

All  with  the  Almighty  is  self-evident.  The  Trinity  is  not  self-evident.  God 
created  the  universe  in  conservative  principles  physically,  morally  and  religiously,  but 
no  Jew  or  Christian  Jew  bible. 

God  Almigh^  stands  unapproachable  and  unapproached,  sublimely  apart  from  all 
others,  most  self-evident  forever. 

As  to  the  change  of  this  universe,  God  is  immutable,  and  Peter  was  too  ignorant  to 
know,  and  too  perfidious  to  be  trusted.  Would  you  go  to  the  best  appreciation  of  God 
and  his  universe  by  all  the  supreme  lighta  of  science,  or  would  you  trust  to  the  fiction 
of  irresponsible  ignoramuses,  the  priestocracy  ? 

But  you  affect  to  be  close  followers  of  the  bible.  Why,  if  the  bible  revelation  is 
before  reason,  do  you  refer  to  commentaries  made  by  reason  ?  You  plainly  go  to  mind 
in  preaching  1  If  you  act  not  thus  in  your  mind  rationally,  already  you  act  the  part  of 
inanity.    Why  Lb  a  man  recognised  as  compos  mentis  by  the  law,  that  does  not  recog- 
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nise  him  otherwise  ?  Is  not  this  a  proof,  that  reason,  rationality,  governs  t  Yon  trade 
on  this  capital  until  your  peculiar  faith  is  cut  up  by  it,  and  then  you  dishonestly  and  un- 
g^tefully  discard  them  and  your  God.  A  man  that  is  honest,  is  so  by  reason  of  prin- 
ciples, not  because  of  church  or  peculiar  faith,  that  are  all  corruptions.  You  can  make 
speculations  of  any  doctrines,  not  of  principles,  hence  you  affect  to  sneak  from  reason 
and  truth  after  you  are  exposed  as  malefactors  and  felons  by  them. 

God  has  no  superior  or  equal.  But  why  should  he,  a  perfect  being,  create  the  world 
with  its  apparently  imperfect  conditions  ?  It  is  a  perfect  world.  Had  it  been  an  abso- 
lutely perfect  creation,  it  had  not  been  a  world.  The  speculation  of  Atheism,  as  Poly- 
theism, is  impotent  and  impudent. 

What  do  you  call  nature  ?  Prove  it.  Principles  are  immutable,  is  nature  their  immn- 
table  Creator  ?    She  is  ruled  by  principles. 

The  Creator  manifests  himself  to  all  mankind,  lettered  and  unlettered,  by  his  word  and 
work  of  cause  and  effect.  Polytheism  furnishes  the  paternity  to  Atheism,  for  their  dis- 
gusting pictures,  caricatures  of  Deity. 

The  regularity  of  the  seasons  proves  cause  and  effect  to  the  Great  First  Cause,  who 
is  the  universal  providence  that  rules  principles  as  their  inmnutable  president. 

The  Atheist  overlooks  the  want  of  data  for  all  of  his  absurd  metaphysics,  whilst  the 
Polythcist  does  very  little  less,  and  more  heinously  in  supplying  his  speculative  trading, 
mercenary  notions  on  the  world,  for  the  reality.  Man  has  a  plenty  of  facts  now,  to  do 
right.     He  has  to  eschew  the  evils  of  both,  and  act  as  he  can  on  the  balance. 

The  Atheist  affects  by  his  assumption,  that  there  can  be  no  beginning  of  time.  He 
certainly  does  not  understand  the  definition,  which  is  only  the  measure  of  planetary 
motions,  and  God  could  exist  before  all  such  time  or  space,  of  course.  Time  and 
eternity  are  relative  terms,  with  the  Almighty,  emphatically. 

The  universe  itself  gives  the  fullest  proofs  of  cause  and  effect,  up  to  the  great  first 
cause,  all  that  is  needed  by  a  sane  analyst.  But  the  Atheist  goes  into  metaphysical 
speculations,  as  idle  as  absurd.  The  most  amplified  volume  of  the  great  first  cause, 
meets  all  the  demands  legitimate  of  mind. 

But  the  Atheistical  metaphysician  speculates  in  his  crude  vagaries  about  God's  attri- 
butes, as  his  onmipresence.  That  can  be  most  perfectly  represented  by  his  conserva- 
tive principles,  to  fill  the  whole  measure,  and  proves  most  conclusively  God  an  Almighty, 
on  fixed  and  certain  position.  His  omnipotence,  as  onmipresence  and  omniscience, 
proclaim  him  Almighty. 

When  the  Atheist  asks  mind  to  step  beyond  the  great  first  cause,  he  requires  it  to 
pass  beyond  the  supreme  obligations  of  religion  and  reason,  into  metaphysics,  the  data 
of  which  are  not  given  in  this  theatre.     It  is  more  than  a  universe  problem. 

The  perfect  justice  of  God  demonstrates  itself  under  the  circumstances  of  his  crea- 
tion. His  universe  is  not  revocable,  for  he  is  immutable.  He  is  the  constitutional 
president  of  principles.  The  ancient  devotees  to  despotism  in  all  its  forms,  could 
never  appreciate  Deity  in  the  purity  of  his  attributes.  They  mixed  up  with  their  de- 
graded and  perverted  notions,  his  divine  nature.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  the 
modems  can  follow  all  such,  with  the  lights  of  mind  before  them. 

Deity  is  like  himself,  and  mind  has  to  appreciate  it  with  the  holiest  rationality.  lie  is 
unlike  all  the  most  incomprehensible  of  all  creeds,  the  claiming  nature  and  not  Deity 
for  the  supremacy. 

Man  is  not  to  create  Deity,  but  must  read  what  his  magnificent  volume  declares. 

None  but  a  monomaniac  can  deny  the  great  First  Cause.  Mind  can  comprehend  its 
rational  relations  to  Deity,  enough  to  prevent  the  metaphysical  speculations  of  the 
Atheist.  Those  presuppose  the  necessity  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as  a  universe 
problem  for  mind^s  solution.  Instead  of  going  beyond  Deity,  mind  must  not  go  beyond 
man,  for  instead  of  metaphysical  speculations,  it  has  practical  duty  in  their  ste^.  That 
is  the  province  of  mind  and  of  monotheism  to  teach.  God^s  conservative  principles 
represent  him  an  Almighty  indeed,  and  vindicate  him  as  the  wisest  philosophy  and  science 
demonstrate.  All  peculiar-faith  systems  are  swindling  speculations  ;  all  priestocracies 
are  fanatics,  a  useless  clique,  entirely  superfluous  ;  all  Atheists  are  monomaniacs  ;  of 
all,  the  priestocracies  are  most  dangerous,  for  they  have  ever  enslaved  mind  in  the  worst 
of  all  its  fetters,  for  their  monopolies  and  usurpations;  mind  under  the  best  constitutional 
liberty,  has  to  extricate  itself  entirely  from  their  grasp.  The  dynasty  of  superstition 
is  theirs  that  commences  in  fraud,  ends  in  bayonets,  inquisitions,  bastiles  and  massacres. 
Mind  should  never  let  these  things  be,  while  God  is  perceptible  by  his  immutable  princi- 

{Aes  that  exclude  all  the  blind  assumptions  about  nature,  over  which  his  supreme  Intel- 
igenco  presides,  represented  by  conservative  principles  that  vindicate  it  by  or  through 
themselves.  Nobody  in  his  or  her  senses  can  decry  the  presiding  influence  of  the 
great  First  Cause. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


PROOF  OF  A  GOD  OF  NATURE.  M 

Uoirenal  principles  preside  over  nature,  and  they  must  refer  to  their  cause,  Creator, 
originator,  ruler,  president.  The  Atheist  takes  the  effect,  nature,  for  the  cause  ;  she  is 
passire.  Can  nature  create,  vegetate,  ivithout  the  seed  ?  The  universe  is  a  compo- 
nent of  systems,  that  move  with  exact  matliematical  precision,  and  the  systems  of  the 
universe  are  in  abeyance  to  universal  astronomical  laws.  What  is  nature?  The 
Atheist  enters  into  suppositions  about  nature,  a  crude  passive  agent. 

The  facts  of  the  universe  extend  to  the  utmost  perfection  of  nature,  a  perfect  actor, 
an  existence  with  the  highest  perfect  intelligence,  a  principle  ruler  and  creator. 
Nature  is  in  abeyance  to  principles  that  represent  Deity,  the  Supreme  who  gives  self- 
evident  proofs.  The  Atheist  speaks  not  only  of  nature,  but  in  his  misconception  and 
imperfect  analysis  of  nature  ruled,  and  that  by  conservative  principles.  That  is  certain, 
DOW,  perfect  conservation  bespeaks,  proves,  demonstrates  the  highest,  perfect  wisdom. 
It  is  not  simple  nature,  but  nature  under  sublime  intelligence  and  laws  paramount  to 
nature,  hence  a  decisive  proof  that  a  supreme  first  cause  rules  or  presides.  An  Atheist 
is  presumptuously  blind,  or  fanatically  bigoted,  and  aids  his  father  bigot,  the  polytheist. 
The  severest  agitation  and  conflict  of  society,  is  by  sectarians  such  as  these. 

The  paramount  question  is,  is  nature  ruled  ?  Of  course  she  is,  and  supremely,  else 
Ae  could  not  be  in  the  sublime  form  of  the  universe.  Now  is  nature  the  ruler? 
What  an  absurdity.  Then  nature  is  subordinate.  Supremes,  not  subordinates,  insti- 
tote  principles.  Nature  is  passive  under  active  rules,  as  self-evident  through  the  diver- 
cified  seasons.  If  rules  from  a  ruler  that  had  not  supreme  power  were  offered,  they 
would  be  subordinate  to  destruction,  and  all  nature  would  fly  into  fragments..  They 
must  be  actite,  to  insure  the  appropriate  security  and  inherent  action.  Whenever 
aatore  then  is  named,  it  implies  a  universe  ruled,  and  nothing  less,  otherwise  it  is  a 
blind  nothing.  Look  at  this  physically,  morally  and  religiously.  Mind  needs  a  harvest, 
and  as  the  active  agent  representing  the  Creator,  plants  them,  nature,  the  passive, 
operates  to  maturity.  Nature  is  then  the  passive  means,  and  cannot  originate ;  other- 
vise  new  species,  order  and  genera  would  arise  infinitely.  Now  mind,  if  passive,  might 
wish  to  all  eternity,  before  its  wishes  were  complied  with. 

Mind  then  is  the  especial  providence  that  directs  Nature  originated  by  universal 
Providence. 

The  atheist  contravenes  all  principles,  when  he  makes  Nature  passive  and  active 
both  at  one  and  the  same  time,  a  contradiction  in  terms. 

What  are  the  fruits  of  atheism  ?  not  those  of  principles.  To  an  atheist,  time,  that  has 
a  simile  solution,  is  incomprehensible.  Rationalism  will  kUl  all  atheism  and  polytheism. 
Where,  atheist,  do  you  get  the  universe  conservative  power  ? 

Is  nature  the  passive  agent  adequate  for  all  the  Universe  ?  Prove  atheism,  demon- 
strate it,  or  upset  Monotheism.  On  what  data  can  the  last  be  done  ?  The  supreme 
intelligence  is  identified  with  the  Universe,  by  all  conservative  principles. 

WWt  is  the  Universe,  but  the  union  of  vast  systems  ?  How  could  these  preserve 
tbeir  admirable  equilibrium,  but  for  a  presiding  Great  First  Cause.  The  denial  involves 
derangement  of  the  brain  of  the  recusant.  It  is  only  a  change  of  terms,  when  we 
know  by  the  lights  of  science  that  principles  conserve. 

Peealiar  faith-advocates  assume  that  liberal  education  will  make  infidels  and  atheists. 
Do  they  understand  their  subject,  I  ask  with  due  respect  to  honest  and  truthful  motives  ? 
If  they  do,  then  I  have  yet  to  learn  more  of  these  savans.  As  to  history,  I  must 
believe  them  mistaken — for  the  alumni  of  the  most  enlightened  institutions  that  irradi- 
ate the  world  with  science,  as  far  as  I  know,  are  on  the  side  of  law  and  order,  to  say 
the  least. 

In  their  assumption  against  infidels  and  atheists,  they  define  their  own  creed,  that  is, 
00  pore  analysis  is  nothing  less  than  polytheism,  not  one  particle  beyond  atheism. 

As  a  Monotheist,  I  must  ask'  on  the  noblest  of  all  principles,  that  of  religion,  what 
creeds  can  there  be  but  monotheism,  atheism,  and  polytheism  ? 

Then  the  polytheist,  as  atheist,  has  no  tenable  grounds,  and  both  are  swept  away 
completely  in  their  own  vortex.  What,  then,  becomes  of  the  term,  infidel  ?  Of  course, 
an  infidel  to  polytheism  or  atheism,  is  one  pledged  in  fidelity  to  Deity.  Then  necessa- 
rily, all  present  and  future  accountability  is  in  abeyance  to  the  supremacy  of  tiie  Crea- 
tor, including  social,  moral,  and  religious  obligations. 

Polytheists,  as  if  to  enliance  their  cause,  tell  us  of  the  horrid  abominations  of  athe- 
ism in  France,  but  they  must  see  all  such  in  alliance  with  polytheism,  the  abominations 
of  which  arc  identified  with  a  world's  history. 

As  an  offset  to  atheism  in  France,  let  the  acts  of  despotism  of  church  and  state  be 
traly  represented.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  dreadful  Bastile  ?  the  horrid  massacres 
of  pfdytheism  ?  The  French  had  been  brutalized  into  atheism,  by  its  fixed  parent, 
poljtlinsm.     What  better  could  be  expected  of  either,  when  both  deal  in  bloody  revo- 
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lations,  and  not  in  the  consenratWe  one  of  Monotheism,  exempt  from  dark  and  bloodj 
deeds  ?  The  atheism  of  France  was  sown  by  polytheism,  and  the  harvest  matured  in 
the  blood  shed  by  the  first. 

What  was  the  condition  of  France,  has  been  too  much  enacted  over  the  world  aa 
their  bitter  fruits.  What  is  the  condition  of  Mexico  1  That  of  the  finest  country  in 
ruins.  Both  countries  were  apparent  republics,  the  one  adopting  atheism  the  relief 
from  polytheism,  the  other  the  continued  victim  of  the  last. 

Who  were  the  conquerors,  but  one  class  of  poly theists  superseding  another  1  But 
then,  this  is  the  work  of  Romanism,  you  may  say.  What  is  the  condition  of  India,  or 
Hindostan  ?  Ah !  but  that  was  the  ruins  of  the  Brahmins  and  Bhuddists.  Who  com- 
pleted it,  but  the  Protestant  English  ? 

Polytheists,  no  more  than  atheists,  have  any  claim  to  principles  that  are  all  consenra- 
tive  and  of  God,  whereas  atheism  and  polytheism  are  of  bewildered  and  ignorant  vulgar 
doctrines  of  men.  The  last  especially,  of  the  priestocracy,  and  to  be  exploded  before 
the  piercing  rays  of  intellectual  science.  To  appreciate  principles  is  the  work  of 
rational  mind,  that  must  have  rational  education,  the  very  jewel  to  be  obtained  in  such 
institutions. 

On  clear  analysis,  what  the  polytheist  terms  an  infidel,  resolves  itself  into  this,  that 
such  ferociously  declares  against  those  that  conscientiously  cannot  believe  his  book 
religiously,  and  that  the  polytheist  is  an  impostor.  No,  the  polytheist  has  no  right  to 
the  term  of  infidel,  when  his  bible  is  untrue,  as  the  polytheist  is  clearly  and  positively 
in  the  light  of  an  impostor,  before  the  light  of  the  whole  rational  world. 

Polytheists,  are  the  peculiar  faith  world.  Are  rational  minds  afraid  of  all  such 
schools  1  What,  atheis]^  can  you  aspire  to  above  the  polytheist  ?  If  you  get  rid  of 
polytheism,  vou  are  still  amenable  to  monotheism.  But  the  worst  inconsistency  is 
with  the  polytheists,  who  declaim  against  all  others.  How  can  they  get  rid  of  the 
whole  offensive  brood  ?  By  adopting  the  truths  of  Monotheism,  and  renouncing  their 
whole  errors.  What  nuisances  are  polytheism  and  atheism.  All  their  positions  are 
dogmas  and  assumptions.  The  world  will  get  rid  of  the  abominations  of  both,  by  first 
getting  rid  an  important  step  of  their  whole  priestocracy.  They  adopt  the  dog  in 
the  manger  policy  of  keeping  the  world  out  of  Monotheism,  because  it  cannot  swaUow 
their  peculiar  dogmas.  The  world  has  to  adopt  one  of  these  three.  Polytheism 
blames  the  world  for  atheism,  that  she  herself  makes  when  she  outrages  monotheism. 
Is  there  such  a  thing  as  cause  and  effect  ?  How  far  are  they  admissible  ?  only  just  80 
far  as  peculiar  faith  chooses  ?  Do  they  stop  short  of  the  whole  comprehension  ?  Do 
the  peculiar  bible  advocates  know  what  truth  and  honesty  are  ?  Do  they  not  see  posi- 
tively and  conclusively,  absolutely,  that  peculiar  bibles  are  incompatible  with  all  such  as 
witli  republican  constitutions,  human  liberty,  the  noblest  liberty  of  mind  ?  What  gives 
perpetual  motion  to  the  different  spheres  or  spheroids  of  the  Universe  ?  Who  bade 
time  start,  and  eternity  last,  but  the  Universe  Author  ? 

All  this  was  on  the  principle  for  that  governed,  of  action  and  reaction.  You  poly- 
theists complain  of  atheism,  and  yet  with  all  your  pretences  and  powers  you  cannot 
silence  it  or  put  it  down.  The  world  should  examine,  test  properly  all  about  monothe- 
ism, polytheism,  and  atheism,  on  their  ow^n  intrinsic  qualities,  not  on  the  pretences  of 
priestocracies,  whose  voice  should  not  be  listened  to  an  iota  in  this  paramount  investi- 
gation. The  worst  committalism  and  using  up,  is  by  one^s  own  self,  therefore,  this 
premises  the  supreme  caution  of  doing  this  excellently  well  and  right. 

Atheism  is  criminal  in  fostering  the  murder  of  mind — it  does  not  do  it  justice,  neither 
can  polytheism.  Both  are  murderous  of  mind.  Who,  then,  wishes  the  follies  of  the 
priestocracy?  The  earliest  rationalism  on  refined  civilization  tlie  better,  without 
monotheism,  no  mind  is  rights  therefore  it  cannot  be  divested  of  its  holy  protection  by 
the  intrigues  of  polytheism. 

Polytheism  is  as  accountable  as  atheism,  and  both  are  opposed  to  monotheism. 

Atheism  may  bring  forward  much  quibbling  metaphysics  about  an  ideal  something 
estimated  Deity  by  it,  but  God  is  omnipotent  in  his  perfection,  and  perfect  because  be 
can  do  all  that  is  perfect,  and  remain  perfect. 

What  a  bigot  monster  of  depravity  is  polytheism. 

But,  says  the  atheist,  I  go  for  nature.  Does  he  go  for  licentiousness  ?  Nature  is 
only  an  exponent  of  principles,  that  bespeak  a  supreme  Organizer  and  Creator.  Lei 
the  majesty  of  principle,  the  glory  of  virtue  be  appealed  to.  You  cannot  mistake  your 
duty,  atheist,  if  you  wish.  There  are  checks  and  balances  in  the  philosophy  of  the 
Umverse,  but  in  the  meagre,  contracted,  conceited  bigotry  of  priestocracy  there  is  no 
virtue.  The  ipse  dixit  of  dramatic  writers  is  to  be  put  down,  that  mind  may  not  be 
imposed  on  always.  There  must  be  a  self-motive  power,  the  originator  of  perpetual 
motion. 
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What  of  Proridence  rniiTersal  and  especial  ?  The  first  belongs  to  the  function  of 
creatioD,  the  last  is  identified  with  the  action  of  mind  and  principles,  his  special  repre- 
seolatiTes.  The  bigotry  of  polytheism  and  atheism  is  clearly  demonstrated,  with 
regard  to  monotheism  and  the  highest  injunctions  of  rationality,  by  the  complete  over- 
throw of  such  people  as  had  not  advanced  in  the  science  of  the  times.  Sic,  They  go 
backwards.  Infidelity  is  anti-God,  the  poor  metaphysics  of  polytheism  and  atheism,  that 
fiUI  forever  before  the  divine  majesty  ot  Monotheism. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  DEITY ;  ITS  EXALTED  CHARACTER. 

Dirrr  must  elaborate  and  enjoy  all  that  is  excellent,  possessed  of  his  inherent  ele- 
meDts  of  greatness,  power  and  sources  of  happiness. 

Must  not  then  especial  perpetual  punishment  yield  to  the  superior  government  by  re- 
vards? 

The  first  debases,  the  last  elevates  and  ennobles  character.  The  hope  of  reward, 
is  ideacified  with  free  agency,  to  raise  mind  to  its  best  promotion. 

But  other  considerations  exclude  the  soul,  and  the  divine  purpose  of  its  creation. 

Human  nature  becomes  depraved,  corrupt  and  vitiated,  from  the  corruption  of  the 
times,  and  the  perversion  of  mind. 

Mach  of  it  is  seriously  degraded  and  brutalized  by  the  circumstances  afifecting  it — 
fome  is  debased  despite  of  much  effort  to  elevate  it  aright,  hardly  fit  for  vital  existence, 
and  yet  as  accountable  and  responsible,  unprepared  to  die. 

The  conservative  revolution  of  such  character  reflects  the  amendment  expedient  for 
mind. 

Not  only  the  counteraetion  of  universal  depravity,  but  the  advancement  to  the  highest 
state  of  elevation  of  mind,  is  the  problem  of  existence.  The  benevolence  of  refinement 
induces  the  faith  that  perpetual  punishment  in  a  future  state  could  not  be  instituted  by 
the  possessor  of  universal  attributes. 

The  motive  of  adoption  of  the  least  of  all  evils,  is  the  attribute  of  benevolence,  as  wo 
nrast  take  nothing  for  granted,  but  on  the  most  rational  basis. 

The  value  of  the  best  minds  best  elevated  is  far  superior  to  the  rest,  and  must  be  duly 
estimated  and  shown.     Their  reward  must  be  insured. 

Bot  mind  is  of  too  much  value  to  be  placed  as  a  polishable  diamond  and  then  cast 
idly  by,  among  dost  and  rubbish  hopelessly  lost,  when  possessed  of  available  elements. 
The  author  must  estimate  and  cherish  his  best  work  by  the  best  care  and  solicitude. 
He  cannot  do  justice  to  it,  short  of  immortal  functions  bestowed. 

Association  and  mixture  of  all  varieties  of  character  through  all  gradations  of  best  to 
worst,  ts  incompatible  with  ideas  of  propriety,  and  cannot  be  permitted  by  Deity,  who 
has  arranged  the  infinite  number  of  spheres,  boundless  to  man,  after  his  own  best  taste 
and  skill. 

A  distinction  ia  drawn  by  the  worst,  and  they  must  abide  their  ovni  action  in  corres- 
pondent degree. 

The  enjoyment  of  existence  most  be  consistent  to  its  every  gradation — ^through  the 
various  links  of  creation.  There  is  much  misery  that  follows  as  penalty  on  bad  actions 
on  this  earth,  but  too  often  the  guilty  seem  to  escape  condign  punishment. 

Sinners,  aa  all  are,  most  feel  when  others-feel ;  misery  begets  misery ;  when  others 
aoifer  we  sympathize.  It  is  our  nature,  and  the  great  God  of  nature^  gave  to  us  this 
feeling.  Such  sympathy  induces  the  question,  would  it  not  enhance  universal  enjoy- 
ment to  institute  umver^  salvation  1  Then  ail  enjoyment  of  happiness  is  promoted 
by  the  knowledge  that  all  souls  possess  the  position  relative  to  merit. 

But  guilt  of  mind  perverted  exists. 

What  shall  become  of  the  dreadful  and  depraved  tyrants  of  society,  who  have  ruth- 
\tm\j  and  recklessly  crushed  the  noblest  feelings  and  sehsibilities  of  mind,  and  con- 
signed it  prematurely  to  another  state  of  existence  ? 

Who  can  be  worse  than  all  those  who  have  committed  trespasses  of  the  most  flagrant 
charM^ter  directly  with  the  worst  blasphemy,  against  God  and  his  rightful  attributes  ? 
Among  which  are  all  the  institutions  of  false,  spurious  and  counterfeit  faith,  that  pervert 
GodV  unity  and  impugn  his  prerogatives. 

No  leas  are  social  wrongs,  of  those  highest  in  authority  for  a  time  over  man. 

AH  these  may  be  punished  in  part  on  earth,  but  not  adequately,  for  their  crimes  and 
brutal  oppressions,  for  their  slaughter  of  the  human  race  most  wantonly  by  miUions, 
«itraging  all  humanity  on  age  and  sex,  assailing  human  life  vnth  all  the  direst  cala- 
aiities. 

No  less  are  the  minor  tyrants,  who  go  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  to  be  corrected. 
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The  peculators  of  the  public,  the  oppressors  of  innocence  and  helpless  people,  de- 
frauding them  of  their  rights  and  depriving  them  of  their  privileges. 

All  the  flagrant  violators  of  principles  must  make  atonements  suitable  and  commen- 
surate, nations  as  individuals,  the  whole  world.  Nations  that  do  not  heed  principles  will 
go  dovm  to  the  common  tomb,  and  their  names  shall  be  erased  from  the  virtuous. 

Every  degree  of  vice  must  remove  the  soul  by  degrees  from  the  fountain  of  purity. 

Then  intrinsic  differences  must  be  graduated  between  souls  meritorious  and  culpable. 

The  soul  that  feels  appropriate  punishment,  makes  atonement  for  misdeeds.  The 
mode  and  measure  are  among  the  unrevealed  realities  of  a  future  state.  The  Mighty 
One  of  creation  enjoys  that  which  befits  consummate  wisdom,  spotless  purity,  and  un- 
appreciable  magnanimity — whose  space  is  the  universe — :whose  duration  is  eternity — 
whose  power  is  imprescriptible — ^and  whose  reward,  as  creation,  is  self-elemental. 

His  exile  is  sorrow  and  punishment,  but  his  presence  is  happiness  and  joy,  as  whose 
glorious  mantle  is  justice,  without  which  the  elements  of  creation  had  not  been  so  ele- 
Tated,  so  self-preserved  and  regulated  in  their  etenial  foundations. 

This  world,  then,  furnishes  but  one  of  myriads  of  apartments  in  the  universe,  and  may 
be  one  of  the  spheres  and  theatres  of  mind  progressing  in  its  career  towards  perfect] on, 
tried  by  time  and  rewarded  by  eternity. 

Who  that  is  wise  will  not  make  the  best  use  of  time,  most  valuable  function  of  mortal 
existence  ? 

Mind  in  time  becomes  the  soul  in  eternity. 

The  sublime  creation  of  the  universe  saw  also  its  true  fundamental  principles  of  gor- 
ernment  for  its  preservation,  else  it  had  not  been  creation,  but  chaos,  without  heaS,  a 
consummation  that  characterized  the  loftiest  unapproachable  skill  of  the  Immortal 
Architect. 

The  Creator  then  lefl  all  in  a  glorious  state  of  blessedness  and  adaptation  for  future 
progress. 

If  God  cannot  save  us,  what  are  we  to  expect  from  feudal  vassal  office-holders  ? 

Their  platform  is  of  self-interest,  as  directed  by  their  leaders  good  or  bad,  adapted 
and  qualified  by  the  times,  not  of  principles  that  originated  creation.  All  the  most 
beautiful  creation  of  mind^s  fancy  will  not,  cannot  increase  the  matter-of-fact  loveliness 
of  God's  creation,  that  should  not  be  diminished  by  any  of  the  deformities  of  mind  in 
the  priests'  empire. 

God  vindicates  his  attributes,  ennobles  his  works,  and  punishes  blasphemy. 

Not  to  give  God  all  his  attributes  and  qualities,  is  to  attempt  to  impeach  them,  but 
the  pretences  thereon  for  desecrated  objects  victimize  the  impostor  in  all  particulars 
inevitably  and  deservedly,  in  all  the  elements  of  ignominy  and  disgrace,  of  infamy  and 
ruin  complete. 

Better  would  it  be,  if  done  designedly,  for  such  never  to  have  heard  reason,  for  she 
will  condemn  him  when  her  voice  can  be  heard  at  the  tribunal  of  the  God  of  reason,  if 
it  cannot  be  audited  in  the  forum  of  conscience,  but  stifled  so  as  to  originate  the  cause 
of  curses  of  billions  on  his  head. 

Sooner  or  later  a  correct  decision,  and  right  action  on  that  decision,  must  come, 
when  reason  holds  her  rule  in  the  presidency  of  mind  and  conscience,  at  the  tribunal  of 
honesty  and  universal  cognizance. 

The  God  of  the  universe  asserts  his  claims  in  their  comprehension,  and  vindicates 
them  in  a  masterly  sublimitv,  that  reduces  all  pretension  of  man  to  the  lowest  humility. 

By  reason  he  excludes  all  impostors,  and  often  punishes,  through  avenging  principles, 
the  blasphemous  pretenders  by  speedy  death. 

Let  their  deluded  followers  beware  of  his  invincible  might,  and  his  omniscient  faculty. 

Let  not  not  the  gods  of  false  faiths,  or  the  priests,  their  oracles,  afiect  his  functions 
over  mind,  for  they  cannot  survive  the  infamy  that  vrill  finally  overtake  and  overwhelm 
them. 

The  world  will  approve  doctrines  that  depend  on  vital  principles,  as  it  is  bound  im- 
peratively to  all  such  for  vital  existence,  whether  we  will  or  no,  because  of  God's  supreme 
wisdom ;  but  it  is  needless  to  tell  a  sound  mind  that  all  things  are  possible  with  God, 
through  a  fool's  exposition  that  tangles  common  sense  and  reason,  and  libels  their  author. 

Alfthe  acts  of  wisdom  are  possible  with  God,  but  not  a  fool's  faith.  God  does  not 
contradict  himself,  as  he  is  unchangeable  and  perfect  from  the  start  of  creation  ;  but  the 
priests'  bibles  and  peculiar  faiths  change  this  proper  character  of  God,  through  their 
stupid  imbecility. 

Man's  delusion  and  oppression  led  through  the  blood  of  all  kinds  of  victims — ^man^s 
included — offered  up  in  groves,  or  on  the  altars  erected  hj  his  deplorable  and  stupid 
ignorance  and  his  horrid  crimes,  under  the  misguidance  of  priestcraft  and  man's  omission 
•w  duty  to  his  own  mind,  to  the  erection  of  mighty  temples  to  the  gods  of  polytheism  * 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


THE  GOVERSHKHT  OF  DEITY;  ITS  EXALTED  CHARACTER.  «T 

hoi  tbe  hand  of  Deity — lime — ^has  erased  much  of  all  such  robbiBh,  and  will  scatter  the 
rest  entirelv  to  the  dust.' 

The  God  of  Immortality  has  cteated  a  living  temple«  that  he  continues  as  a  constant 
memento  of  his  own  greatuess,  that  Hves  and  feels  and  has  its  being  from  the  fountain 
of  all  life,  and  that  is  perfectly  incapable  of  receiving  a  substitute.  Disguised  as  pecu- 
liar faith  may  be,  the  trophy  is  only  a  senseless  temporal  speculation,  a  hypocritical 
pretence  that  cannot  breathe  in  the  pure  ethereal  atmosphere  of  the  Supreme. 

This  living  temple  is  immortal,  under  the  successive  renewal  of  endless  life,  from 
procreatioo^  in  the  interminable  link  of  human  generation. 

Where  is  God^s  temple  better  located  than  in  the  mind,  having  its  mental  appreciatiofi 
from  the  time  of  cultivated  consciousness  of  its  author,  the  Almighty,  who  has  vouch* 
ttfed  and  thus  constituted  an  immortal  guardian,  as  far  as  legitimate  and  necessary. 

It  is  here  that  religion  most  rational  can  be  enkindled  around  the  family  altar  of  fnend- 
slsp,  love,  and  esteem,  filial,  parental,  and  social,  comprehensive  as  earth,  boundless  as' 
the  universe,  and  respondent  to  all  that  can  inspire  adoration  for  the  universal  protection 
of  him  who  sympathizes  for  all  and  witli  all,  a»  meriting  it. 

What  is  there  in  the  cold  soulless  pages  of  a  priest^took  of  superstitiott,  or  the  bible, 
so  called^  not  of  mind  but  of  man,  that  can  breathe  the  breath  of  love  so  pure,  of  appre- 
ciation 80  vivid  of  the  Creator^  as  mind  that  eclipses  all  in  the  untverae  of  creation^ 
purified  by  a  right  conception  of  its  duty  and  its  proper  execution  ? 

God  never  left  to  contingency  his  mighty  attributes. 

The  affairs  of  such  condition  and  position  indicate  action  too  preposterous,  thanks  to 
Deity. 

AU  snch  proves,  if  neededi,  that  the  government  ef  this  world  would  be  tangled  in 
worse  than  Gordiaa  knots  in  a  few  seconds  if  left  to  the  guardianship  and  guidance  of  all 
the  priests,  ancient  and  modem. 

There  can  be  no  worship  of  God  but  true  adoration  on  principles,  that  reflect  the 
excdlenoe  of  actions. 

Special  providence  is  not  peculiar,  but  a  universal  providence ;  not  of  peculiar,  but  a 
rational  faith. 

The  God  of  the  universe  is  not  the  God  of  wrath  and  fury,  as  he  necessarily  hath  an 
equilibrium  pre-eminently  his.  Any  other  was  a  peculiar  god,  such  as  the  petty  Jew 
god  described  in  the  Jew  bible.  Persons  that  are  good  in  or  out  of  church  are  so  oa 
principles,  rational  religion,  monotheism,  the  only  thing  that  can  keep  mankind  right. 
Now,  is  it  possible  that  an  omnipotent  God  would  have  ever  permitted  his  chosen  peo-i 
irfe,  the  Jews,  to  have  been  made  slaves  of  by  the  people  he  had  no  liking  to,  and  that 
he  would  have  permitted  his  book  441  have  been  lost,  had  all  been  fixed  upright  at  the 
start  1  The  God  of  the  universe  knows  no  such  peculiar  god  as  the  Jews  claimed,  no 
more  than  religion  knows  their  peculiar  faith  from  any  other  false  pretence.  All  that 
adopt  peculiar  faith  adopt  idolatry,  aoid  cannot  reach  the  proper  adoration  of  the  perfect 
Creator. 

The  worM  complains  of  the  «hortness  of  life,  but  who  can  complain  of  the  shortness 
of  principles  ? 

fhe  priestoeraey  and  minions  complain  of  infidels,  those  that  do  not  believe  their 
degraded  hook-4iee,  falsehoods  and  pretences,  that  libel  the  perfection  of  God,  but  they 
are  tones  to  God  and  mind  to  take  that  position.  The  dispensations  of  the  Almighty 
are  compatible  with  the  best  preservation  of  the  universe  in  its  widest  comprehension, 
therefore  mind  has  to  correct  its  errors,  and  be  sore  and  not  commit  itself  to  the  false 
positions  of  presumptuous  priestocraciee  in  no  respect.  Let  the  disposition  tell.  The 
inalydc  mind  has  to  detect,  to  expose  errors  with  moral  firmness,  to  secure  a  conser- 
vative  revolu^n,  to  reach  all  expedient  as  created  to  best  govern  itself.  Why  do  they 
not  let  God  gorem  bv  his  conservative  principles,  instead  of  their  botches  and  tinkerings  ? 
How  few  of  the  world  do  this  ?  The  only  proper  patience  and  resignation  to  the  will 
of  Divine  Providence  is  inculcated  by  monotheism,  that  rejects  all  the  tricks  of  degnuled 
priestoeraey.  This  position  rejects  suicide  as  an  infatuation,  a  crime,  a  folly,  a  cow« 
ardice,  a  want  of  pro^  balance  of  mind,  that  has  needed  the  highest  protection  of 
rational  education.  What  shall  we  do  in  our  death  end  ?  Why  not  ask  for  our  life-time  ! 
Rational  religion  is  the  only  thin^  that  ean  satisfy  a  rational  mind,  at  that  and  all  times 
the  most  trying.  All  peculiar  faith  starts  falsely,  and  ends  eo.  Now,  of  what  benefit 
is  all  that  to  a  dying  person,  when  not  fit  for  a  living  one. 

The  most  perfect  and  harmonious  understanding  throoghout  the  world  can  exist  by 
rational  reUgion,  that  muflt  finally  exclude  peculiar  faiths  of  all  kinds,  and  advance  con- 
•erratism,  that  is,  the  preservation  of  all  God's  conservative  principles,  the  true  spirit  that 
oQght  to  prevail  throughout  the  world.  The  abuse  of  the  little  brief  authority  in  every 
department,  paitieularly  to  the  prejudice  of  ignorance  and  neglect  of  oonseirative  prin* 
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ciples,  18  counteracted  by  rational  mind,  that  represents  rational  religion.  The  highest 
justice  can  be  awarded  to  those  people  who  are  best  disposed,  while  all  should  have 
equitable  principles  of  justice,  renouncing  to  be  the  unprincipled  gamblers  in  the  world's 
stock. 

Religion  of  the  God  of  the  uniyerse  is  just  the  rererse  of  the  peculiar  faiths  of  the 
peculiar  god  of  the  bible,  who  let  his  devil  get  man  and  woman  from  him  after  the 
creation.  The  close  of  this  writing  would  just  be  the  beginning,  as  the  subject  of  God's 
religion  is  exhaustless  to  mind. 

It  seems  sacrilege,  in  such  an  enlightened  age  as  this,  to  miss  the  sacred  object  of  God, 
whose  holy  deed  has  written  his  ineffaceable  and  unmistakable  word,  cause  and  effect, 
that  is  self-impressed  as  rational  mind's  universal  standard. 

All  violations  of  conservative  principles  are  unsafe,  dangerous,  and  to  be  avoided. 
God  has  immutable  laws  and  principles  for  his  universe,  co-extensive  with  creation. 
Bian  cannot  deprecate  them ;  messiahships  cannot  modify  or  alter  them  by  prayers ; 
hence,  how  absurd  was  it  for  the  ancients  to  imagine,  and  more  absurd  in  the  modems 
to  adopt  any  pretences  whatever  in  this  respect.  The  wisest  conformity  to  all  the 
sublime  regulations  of  Deity  during  rational  life,  bespeaks  the  greatest  wisdom  of  mind. 

Is  universal  Providence  especial  1  This  position  premises  Providence  and  foresight 
in  mind,  to  reach  and  attain  its  appropriate  sphere. 

When  were  thev  premised  by  a  perfect  being,  who  does  his  work  at  first  forever  with- 
out any  necessity  for  a  second  touch,  but  at  the  creation,  in  the  institution  of  principles 
conservative  to  the  universe  1 

Analyze  the  state  of  that  mighty  design,  and  mind,  under  the  perfection  of  reason 
and  elevated  by  philosophical  science,  is  introduced  into  renewed  adoration  of  Deity. 

Without  these  attributes  of  mind,  man  is  as  apt  to  run  into  danger  as  from  it.  He  can 
only  keep  cool,  by  the  best  direction  of  mind  as  the  best  plan  forever. 

His,  then,  is  the  part  for  your  especial  providence,  prudence  and  foresight.  Princi- 
ples must  and  will  vmdicate  themselves,  re-acting  as  God's  general  and  especial  Provi- 
dence. 

But  is  there  an  especial  Providence  ?  God  shows  his  supremacy  in  the  sublimes! 
liffht,  to  cause  His  universal  principles  to  act  for  him  in  all  necessary  capacities.  Some 
of  the  incidents  of  life  seem  to  support  the  idea  of  especial  Providence  on  extraordinary 
vicissitudes,  but  the  best  efforts  of  mind  duly  cultivated,  secure  the  best  and  that  through 
conservative  principles.  The  history  of  life  seems  curious,  and  offers  much  for  phUo- 
sophical,  moral  and  religious  contemplation. 

When  two  men  contend  on  a  bluff  and  fall  into  the  water,  by  which  one  is  drowned, 
but  the  other,  though  then  saved,  is  killed  in  a  well  a  few  years  aJflerwards^  the  enthusiast 
may  contend  for  especial  providence,  while  the  rationalist  sees  the  effects  of  principles 
that  were  violated.  The  Providence  of  God  is  Almighty.  Those  who  travel  on 
steamers  that  are  badly  attended  to  by  construction  and  engineering,  risk  their  lives  by 
drowning  or  being  blown  up.  Mind  then  is  to  be  looked  to  as  responsible.  Mind  is  mighty 
bat  finite,  therefore  it  must  resort  to  all  the  uniform  expedients  of  science,  and  all  the 
protection  of  principles.  Many  an  apparently  weak  side  is  favored  by  its  circumstances, 
and  none  better  than  by  all  the  powers  of  mmd  in  its  innumerable  expedients. 

Revolutions  conservative  are  always  for  justice  and  the  good  of  mankind,  but  if  mixed 
up  with  selfish  ambition,  and  not  directly  carried  out  on  intrinsic  merits,  may  fail.  The 
failure  was  incident  to  the  means,  not  Providence.  In  the  category  of  revolutions  de- 
structive, are  to  be  placed  all  revolutions  for  peculiar  faith  doctrines,  and  all  for  messi- 
ahships. Wisdom  can  always  predict  their  final  downfall,  for  they  have  not  conservative 
principles  wherewith  to  sustain  them.  Sectarianism  in  peculiar  faith  always  involves 
final  ruin.  When  the  Jews  spoke  of  the  rest  of  the  world  as  heathen,  they  indited 
their  own  barbarism,  and  proved  the  worst  practice  and  species  of  sectarianism  an  ex- 
ainple  for  their  own  treatment  by  those  nations  that  have  repaid  it  many  fold. 

Their  downfall  is,  then,  the  result  of  principles,  for  peculiar  faith  wdl  never  let  mind 
advance  to  the  requisitions  of  nature  or  herself. 

A  man  towering  in  his  vain  egotism,  possessed  of  power,  is  reckless  of  rights  that 
pertain  to  others  and  himself. 

Short  sighted  indeed  must  he  be  if  he  do  not  understand  the  results.  Many  incidents 
of  history  and  biography  will  clearly  illustrate. 

Preceding  a  drove  of  cattle  was  a  carriage,  containing  a  lady  and  family,  and  following 
came  a  man  in  a  sulky,  dashing  recklesslv  along  as  if  he  wished  to  scare  the  herd,  per- 
fectly independent  himself,  as  he  was  benind,  and  supposed  himself  free  from  danger. 
Bat  principles  vindicate  themselves  in  the  whole  circle. 

When  the  catUe  were  about  to  drive  furiously  along,  to  the  extreme  danger  of  the  lives 
of  those  in  the  carriage,  the  humane  drover  sprang  before  them,  shaking  his  coat,  thai 
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he  had  Atrioped  off*.  They  were  driyeo  thus  on  the  man  behind,  whom  they  eruahed 
down,  breaking  hia  bonea,  and  ruining  hia  aulky,  to  the  very  ffreat  danger  of  hia  life. 
What  teachea  brutal  perreree  rainda,  reckleaa  of  reatrainta  and  dutiea  to  aociety,  better 
than  eeitain  penaltiea  ?    Impunity  licencea  to  crime. 

All  society  moat  look  to  thia  for  aelf-preaervation. 

To  leenre  the  potent  re^ization  of  Almighty  Providence,  mind  muat  be  enliphtened 
by  reiaott,  referring  to  the  lighta  of  education,  the  reflection  of  rational  minda  illumined 
by  the  best  lighta  of  a  liberal  world  that  refera  to  enlightened  public  opinion,  in  an 
enlightened  conamunity  of  mind. 

I&Ugion  ariaea  spontaaeoualy  by  virtue  of  innate  facultiea  in  all  rational  minda,  and 
t9  subject  to  the  influence  and  tuition  of  education,  that  enaoblea  mind  if  right  by  a  juat 
appreciation  of  Deity  to  rational  religion,  or  debaaea  it  if  misleading  by  perveraton  and 
corruption  to  auperatition,  idolatry,  and  man-worahip,  oatenaibly  and  really  polytheiam, 
or  plurality  of  goda,  if  more  than  one. 

Uationai  religion  that  can  be  characterized  by  all  the  nobleat  attributea  beat,  from  the 
pure  fountain  of  goodneaa,  creating  the  moat  rational  faith,  and  brigbteat,  moat  aubatan- 
tial  hope,  that  can  be  carried  to  the  legitimate  extent  of  juatice  to  Deity 'a  attributea 
aad  maa^a  doty,  teachea  rational  mind  to  anrvey  Providence  through  the  medium  of 
sublime  piineiplea. 

RatioDal  re%ioB  credita  all  the  legitimate  claima  that  mind  is  entitled  to,  that  God 
exacta,  and  that  man  can  require  or  expect  from  the  nature  of  creation  perfected  by 
God. 

6od*a  attribfkte  of  mercy  ia  characterized  by  univeraal  principlea,  and  muat  prodaee 
univeraal  fraita  of  aalvation,  proportionate  and  graduated  to  characteristic  traita  of  mind. 

The  AloBghty  stands  alone  in  hia  own  perfection  in  the  sublime  dignity  and  auprema- 
cy  of  his  unity  ia  his  own  aelf-anataining  worth,  grandeur  and  magnificence.  He 
needs  but  virtuous  intellect,  to  appreciate  hia  glory,  a  fact  that  bespeaks  the  kigheat 
hope  for  imraortabty  of  the  soul. 

national  beings  must  see  and  know  unmistakably  that  God  ia  the  true  object  of  their 
adoration,  and  as  his  creatures,  that  they  must  look  for  protection  through  their  Creator, 
as  ia  ail  the  principles  of  justice  and  of  his  being,  the  Creator  ia  bound  to  the  best  pro- 
tection of  the  creation  on  conservative  principles. 

The  Creator  is  under  obligation  to  protect  Ins  creation,  that  is  equally  bound  to  him 
for  that  conservation. 

The  best  obligation  on  both  parties  is  implied. 

Mind  has  been  impressed  with  the  right  elements  of  religion,  that  must  be  sought  of 
the  right  standard,  the  Creator,  the  protecting  Providence. 

Conscience  introduces  rational  mind  to  the  Creator,  and  is  a  sacred  depoaite  from 
innate  faculties  in  the  holy  keeping  of  mind,  exalted  at  all  times  by  the  best  lights  and 
exercise  of  reason,  herself  the  great  emanation  and  inspiration  from  Deity,  and  estab- 
lishing true  rational  religion. 

Anything  that  interrupts  man^s  conscience  with  God,  or  invalidates  CM  Almighty^s 
attributes  in  their  full  force  and  virtue,  impeaches  that  peculiar  whole  faith  as  untrue, 
aad  its  actions  unfaithful  to  the  Universe,  that  conclusively  gainsays  the  same  forever 
beyond  mistake,  as  unworthy  of  reason  and  mind,  the  only  beneficiaries. 

Rational  rdieion,  true  religion,  rests  with  the  right  actions  of  mind,  that  is  faithfully 
directed  to  all  duty,  by  the  oonscienoe  of  the  individual  who  most  be  a  free  to  be  a 
responaifale  agent. 

Man  most  live  and  die  with  a  pure  conscience  resulting  from  no  wanton  injury  to 
creation,  but  fortified  by  acts  of  justice,  love  of  kindness  and  humanity  before  God. 

The  conscience  free  from  oflfence,  guilt,  and  guile,  and  enlightened  by  reason,  pre- 
seats  the  best  intercessor  for  the  rational  religionist  throughout  the  world. 

Without  reason  there  is  no  conscience,  and  without  its  free  agency  there  can  be  no 
lesDonsibility. 

6a  a  diflferent  basis,  the  jurispnidence  of  this  world,  and  the  exaHed  justice  of  Deity 
OHist  forgive  crime. 

Conscience  is  the  crowning  glory  of  mind,  as  a  guardian  genius  enlightened  by  the 
best  inspirations  of  reason,  that  gives  man  his  triumph  over  malign  circumstances. 

Conscience  asks,  when  rightly  directed,  if  not  smothered  and  muideied,  always  for 
correct  principles. 

Give,  oh  give,  then,  free  and  virtuous  scope  to  mind,  whose  vacuum  has  to  be  filled. 

How  can  eonscieace  ever  reach  correct  principles,  without  reason  and  tfie  light  of 
mind,  that  luxuriates  in  all  the  degrading  crimes  of  a  vicious  education  of  the  age,  if 
not  elevated  above  them  by  correct  principlea. 

What  ia  to  restniD  the  unprincipled  mind  ?  r^  i 
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The  spiiit  of  the  wild  and  savage  state  has  its  partial  education  aild  ite  principlesy 
its  partial  rational  religion. 

A  matured  and  properly  oi^g&nized  conscience,  is  the  full  growth  of  mental  reaction, 
and  the  entire  comprehension  of  all  innate  principles,  not  a  mere  part  to  suit  the  preseut 
and  reject  the  future,  to  suit  time,  but  abjure  eteniity. 

God  has  endowed  all  rational  mental  capacities  with  this  blessing,  that  cannot  be  tcM> 
purely  and  brightly  cultivated  in  all  the  refinements  of  honesty,  and  all  the  iJruiia  of 
rational  religion. 

Its  blessings  tell  hundreds  of  fold  in  social,  moral,  and  religious  life  in  Uie  world''& 
welfare,  and  the  people  of  the  earth  feel  its  kindliest  aid  and  genial  protection. 

What  man  is  entitled  to  in  lifers  rights,  pleasures  and  hopes,  will  be  accorded  by  the 
right  tribunal  of  conscience,  as  his  just  right  under  creation's  claims,  mind's  merits, 
am)  God's  purpose. 

Every  man's  conscience  asks  for  durable  peace  on  eternal  principles,  and  nothing 
less,  if  wise  unto  his  own  preservation.  In  the  tribunal  of  conscience,  then,  neither  he 
that  wears  the  mitre,  nor  that  is  in  power,  can  escape  the  remorse  of  the  deepest 
guilt. 

The  God  of  principles  judges  those  that  defeated  the  elementary  principles  of  true 
government,  that  giveth  the  rights  for  the  full  exercise  of  social  duties  and  rational 
religion.  Then  they  will  not  pass  unpunished,  after  having  sworn  one  faith,  and  mean- 
ing differently  with  mental  reservations  and  moral  diUquity. 

The  result  of  a  guilty  conscience  presents  the  deepest  penalties  of  remorse,  thaii 
'^  without  consuming  burns." 

.  How  glorious  is  it  that  reason  should  shed  her  benign  influence  over  free  ratkmai 
discussion  and  freedom  of  conscience,  that  enables  intelligent  minds  to  pay  exact  justice 
to  all.  How  are  all  prepared  in  life  for  death,  but  by  universal  adherence  to  all  the 
reouisitions  of  enlightened  conscience  % 

The  consolations  of  enlightened  conscience  are  one  of  the  chief  sonrces  of  graJt^HJ 
happiness. 

On  whom,  then,  but  God  alone  does  true  religion  rest  1 

hut  cannot  others  participate  also  with  God  in  power  ?  Not  at  all,  if  God's  attributes 
are  God's. 

VVhy  is  not  God  exclusive  ruler  of  alii  enlightened  conscience  positively  demands. 

He  is  the  first,  iiie  great  and  everlasting  cause,  that  by  pre-occupancy  of  omnipreaence 
excludes  the  least  rightful  invasion. 

Else,  he  is  no  G<xl,  much  less  a  perfect  being ;  but  he  is  full  proprietor  by  genius, 
rights  the  best,  and  can  only  be  excluded  in  the  vain,  pervertedi  self-conceited,  bigoted 
mind  of  false,  teachers. 

The  system  of  christian  messiahship  presents  four  gods,  one  expressly  the  God  of 
evil,  seducing  souls  from  their  Creator,  and  other  vulgar  absurdities. 

Such  a  system  is  criminal  before  conscience,  and  absurd,  contemptihley  abomioable 
before  the  light  of  mind. 

What,  then,  holds  the  divine  right,  the  only  divine  right  of  God's  inspiration  ? 

Mind,  that  leads  to  enlightened  conscience,  and  its  most  enlightened,  noblest  systeni 
of  rational  religion. 

What  is  the  attribute  of  mind,  in  recognition  of  these  principles  of  the  universe  ? 

Her  highest  wisdom  attainable,  which  is  reason,  declares  nK>8t  plainly  a  full  and 
proper  action,  that  leads  to  constant  performance  of  duty  to  the  universe  and  its  First 
Great  Cause,  Creator,  Ruler,  and  God  Supreme. 

Can  faith  have  any  prior  claim  or  superior  respect  in  man's  mind,  in  any  of  his  duties, 
religious  or  social  ? 

It  would  be  the  height  of  criminal  absurdity  if  that  position  was  the  order  of  coa- 
science. 

There  is  but  one  tribunal  of  mind,  over  which  reason  presides,  and  she  is  the  only 
representative  of  God  in  reaching  faith.    Any  other  is  dishonesty v  if  not  superstition^ 

The  best  decision  arises  in  ti^uth,  that  is  indebted  to  reason's  God. 

Where  there  is  deviation,:]!  rest&  on  mind's  perversions,  delusions,  and  deceptions. 

The  tortures  of  conscience  are  the  worst  of  all  penalties.  Some  d^inquents  are  im- 
peachable for  weakness  of  mind  voluntarily,  that  aiSect  not  to  be  able  to  reoc^nise  their 
full  duty  by  stupid  ignorance,  whilst  the  real  state  evidently  must  be  corruption. 

Those  who  can  know  or  find  out,  and  choose  not  to  in^'estigate,  but  affect  belief  in 
errors  of  faith,  yet  are  passive  in  good,  must  be  amenable  at  the  bar  of  conseience, 
whilst  they  pretend  that  the  devO  keeps  them  back. 

The  devil  is  one  of  the  most  demoralizing  fictions  ever  perpetrated  on  mind. 

The  right  speculation  hands  all  this  over  to  the  right  principle,  without  desiring,  mnck 
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leas  iidedin^,  intercesaonhips  of  prieats  or  preacherB  to  finish  it  to  their  notions.     God 
is  the  only  actor,  whose  mind  plainly  tells  these  gentry  to  be  distant. 
What  kind  of  conscience  ought  the  world  to  have,  but  in  its  original  purity  ? 

Analysis,  the  fort  of  the  mind,  tells  us  that  the  world  is  nothing  without  the  right 
kind  of  people. 

They  must  have  wise  firmness  for  life,  and  life's  best  interest  confirmed  on  immaculate 
principles,  duly  recognised  by  enlightened  mind. 

Deity  demands  this  of  all  rational  creation,  physically  and  morally,  requiring  adoration 
exeluaiTely  of  enlightened  minds,  whilst  he  communicates  the  blessings  to  all. 

This  world  is  a  scene  of  just  relations,  and  is  to  be  the  theatre  of  conscience,  that 
regulates  and  goTcrns  the  actions  of  mankind.   Who,  then,  is  the  preacher  but  conscience ? 

Spare  the  holy  spirit  of  conscience,  do  not  yiolate  its  benign  influence,  and  you  will 
be  spared  remorse  at  the  trying  hour  of  purification. 

To  make  right  impressions,  the  conscience  must  be  innocent,  and  the  cause  good. 

When  enlightened  conscience  acts,  a  pure  religion  is  supported  by  rational  mind, 
instnicCed  by  rational  education. 

God  can  only  be  addressed  through  the  pure  principles  of  reason,  originating  appro^ 
priate  actions. 

AH  as  enlightened  are  religious  in  degree,  if  they  hare  any  conscience  enlightened, 
and  as  full  proof  that  faith  becomes  fanaticism  when  mind  is  debased  by  ignorance, 
history  abundantly  teaches. 

Purity  of  mind  best  results  from  the  light  and  benefit  of  light  of  science  and  philo- 
sophy, on  mind  naturally  benevolent. 

Conscience  nntrammeled  and  enli^tened  by  reason,  is  the  best  criterion  of  moral 
rectitude. 

Modesty  and  vrorth  of  character,  are  of  no  weight  of  estimation  to  the  intriguer  who 
looks  to  hiis  own  selfish  ends  in  power  and  money  ;  but  estimate,  you  that  have  con- 
aeieace,  the  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures,  confiscations  of  mind  for  vice.  The  short 
comings  and  omissions  are  bad  enough. 

When  collusion  and  combination  impose  penalties  and  sufl^erings,  where  but  to  a 
future  tribunal  of  a  just  God  can  all  look  ? 

Conscience  if  rightly  cultivated,  leads  to  virtue  and  its  reward,  but  if  perverted, 
leads  to  yice  and  its  penalties.  Paramount  duties  must  be  premised  and  practiced, 
before  all  others,  else  the  folly  of  the  world  is  bad,  and  its  corruption  is  worse,  as  a 
oacaral  consequence,  because  certain  knowledge  and  exact  science  are  not  its  bene- 
&ctors  to  rescue  from  degradation.  All  rational  beings  have  to  obey  the  upright  de- 
eiiion  of  enlightened  conscience. 

Repentance  is  on  remorse  of  conscience,  that  must  be  enlightened  through  mind  itself, 
inilQeaced  by  the  science  of  morals,  ethics,  religion. 

Conscience  makes  calculation  good  and  bad,  fairiy  for  both  sides.  There  are  a  great 
many  things  that  a  conscientious  man  will  refuse,  though  permitted  by  law. 

An  honest  man  never  considers  debts  out  of  date,  that  are  not  so  in  conscience.  He 
nill  never  compromise  debts  when  he  can  pay  what  he  owes  justly. 

Absence  of  interested  parties,  no  more  than  their  presence,  causes  him  to  neglect  his 
doty  to  them.     With  him  conscience  is  never  stretched,  much  less  violated. 

lie  seeks  progression  in  good,  by  safe  rational  education,  legislation,  rewards  and 
ijidispensable  penalties. 

He  will  act  well  at  home,  in  all  the  circles  of  duty.  He  has  no  unreasonable  con- 
flicts about  his  affairs  abroad,  much  less  in  the  neighborhood.  He  means  right,  acts 
and  shows  this  disposition  to  be  right.  Acting  rightly,  he  neither  embraces,  conceals, 
appropriates  or  smuggles  up  all  he  has. 

^)uch  does  not  recur  to  personal  abuse,  for  the  defence  of  his  position. 

Conscience  wishes  to  unaXyze  religion,  but  peculiar  faith  disclaims  the  ability,  and 
npels  the  attempt.  What  does  faith  avail  in  true  morals,  if  the  base  be  perverted  as 
peculiar  £ufth  is  always,  hence  we  should  like  to  know  how  enlightened  conscience 
comes,  but  from  reason  ? 

Conversion  is  change  of  or  on  mind,  and  premises  a  pure  base.  No  commission  of 
the  principal  can  possibly  supersede  or  dispense  with  his  almighty  influence.  His  is 
the  creation,  and  his  must  be  the  grace.  All  else  is  inefficient  from  the  very  nature  of 
nind^  existence. 

Conscience  enables  the  world  to  criticise  all  on  merits,  not  to  crush  them  by  libels, 
which  is  felonious. 

How  many  restless  spirits  are  there  without  peace  ?  Have  they  been  pirates  on  the 
^orld,  with  remorse  of  conscience  still  pursuing  them  ?  Listen  to  all  the  wise  admo- 
nitions of  conscience,  to  secure  inmiortal  happiness. 
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Lay  aside  conscience,  and  mind  is  tyrant.  Is  the  right  to  liberty  of  conscience,  fuQ 
and  fair  in  regard  to  bibles  ? 

If  not,  it  is  an  awful  tyranny. 

Blessed  are  they  who  seek  to  do  right  all  their  Htcs,  by  an  enlightened  conscience, 
a  pure  and  cultivated  mind,  whose  thoughts  first  and  last  on  each  day  arise  to  God,  and 
have  the  least  of  evil.     The  highest  of  legislation  is  that  of  an  enlightened  conscience. 

The  history  of  the  world  proves  mind's  free  agency  under  the  circumstances  of  cre- 
ation. But  that  kind  of  free  agency  is  objected  to.  You  then  ask  for  something 
absolute,  that  does  not  pertain  to  God,  who  is  consistent  on  his  own  principles  of 
creation.  All  this  position  of  mind  revolves  on  the  great  centre,  enlightened  con- 
science. Mind  is  the  existent  principle,  but  the  light  of  conscience  is  ever  referring  to 
the  only  infallible  standard,  to  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  The  only  safe  motto  is,  do 
nothing  of  which  you  can  possibly  have  any  remorse  of  conscience.  You  are  dissatis- 
fied.  Why  ?  What  can  satisfy  you  1  You  have  done  acts  that  cannot  be  re-called. 
What  are  you  goin^  to  do  about  it  1  Make  all  the  practicable  atonement  by  retributive 
justice.  The  world  should  take  care  how  it  trespass  upon  the  expansive  grace  of  the 
Creator.  The  bible  of  tradition  subscribes  to  polytheism,  whereas  reason  and  mind^s 
conscience  uphold  only  one  Supreme  God  of  Nature.  Conscience,  to  be  must  elevated, 
must  be  enlightened  by  philosophical  science  and  truth. 

All  that  is  done  in  wisdom,  is  the  supreme  action  of  mind.  If  the  pure  conscience 
have  God  on  its  side,  all  messiahs  may  go.  To-day  sectarians  would  have  an  imperial 
ukase  or  edict,  to  proscribe  conscience. 

Cultivate  conscience  through  mind-culture. 

The  conscience  that  is  nurtured  by  rationalism  is  too  pare  to  admit  any  of  the  fonn3 
of  polytheism,  as  trinity,  that  causes  atheism. 

Conscience  can  only  be  elevated  by  the  elevated  lights  of  mind,  reflected  on  by  the 
education  of  philosophical,  liberal  science.  Proper  conscience  can  only  thus  be  estab- 
lished. Retributive  justice  must  bring  remorse  of  conscience,  on  the  seduction  of 
innocence,  the  outrage  of  rights  and  wrongs  done. 

Conscientiousness  can  only  be  right,  as  rational  education  is  right.  That  of  peculiar 
education  is  more  or  less  fanaticism.  Man,  perverted  by  peculiar  education,  faith,  and 
interest,  aggravated  by  all  the  world  policies  of  ambition,  avarice,  covetousness  and 
envy,  and  infuriated  by  all  the  evil  passions  of  unrestrained  and  licentious  will  without 
equilibrium  of  principles,  is  devil  enough. 

Sinful  thoughts  may  arise,  but  not  dwell,  certainly  not  mature,  in  the  mind  of  those 
refusing  action. 

Conscience  decides  for  immortality.  What  is  freedom  of  conscience  worth,  if  free- 
dom of  mind  is  embezzled  by  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  conscience  is  solicitor  for  the  mind,  which  is  alone  responsible  oflicially  to  its 
Creator.  The  question  at  the  proper  tribunal  will  not  be  as  to  peculiar  faith,  wliich  is 
alien  to  the  subject  of  religion,  but  how  much  of  the  last  has  been  duly  practiced  to  the 
honor  of  both  conscience  and  mind,  man  and  God.  The  consciousness  of  guilt  or 
remorse  must  be  met  at  first  by  the  right  actions.  The  world  must  go  for  the  liberty 
of  conscience,  that  was  hardly  known  to  the  best  intelligence  of'  the  world  a  century 
ago.  To  live  without  fear  and  reproach  is  one  of  the  best  of  all  positions,  but  to  live 
self-approving  is  happiness  indeed.  How  are  you  going  to  coimteract  the  thousand 
evils  and  ills  of  this  life,  caused  by  mind's  perversions  and  short-comings  ?  By  mind's 
rational  education,  correct  action  and  genius ;  above  all,  an  enlightened  conscience, 
comes  from  the  most  rational  mind,  most  rationally  treated.  The  highest,  chastest, 
purest  taste,  is  virtue,  and  that  is  the  exercise  of  the  highest  legitimate  functions  on 
conservative  principles.  Consult  then  conscience,  not  peculiar  bibles,  the  engine  of 
earthly  Belials,  who  convert  the  earth  into  their  hell,  pervert  and  dwarf  all  to  their 
ignominious  notions.  Conscience  is  as  to  education,  )ience  that  must  be  rational,  or  the 
worst  injustice  is  done  it.  As  ail  peculiar  faith  is  as  to  peculiar  education,  hence  con- 
science must  be  only  guarded  by  rational  education.  There  are  some  unprincipled 
people  that  will  take  advantages,  and  care  nothing  for  conscience  or  its  paramount  rights. 
Keep  such  at  a  distance,  as  unworthy  of  notice,  contemptible  and  base,  till  they  learn 
that  they  have  to  correct  their  beginnings,  and  hold  themselves  amendable  to  a  right 
public  opinion,  based  on  rational  principles. 

The  whole  world  should  know  if  it  investigate  what  is  truth  and  honesty,  that  graces 
the  start  of  rational  reUgion.  So  some  of  the  world  get  out  of  their  difficulties,  they 
care  nothing  at  all  for  the  balance.  There  are  many  things  not  defined  on  principles, 
that  are  sought  to  be  by  world-buUyism — mind-toryism. 
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•      THE  IMMORTALITY  OF  THE  SOUL. 

Is  there  immortality  of  the  soul,  or  does  mind  perish  ? 

As  hke  produces  like,  affinities  produce  affinities,  and  only  such,  man  shows  a  mental 
ofganization  aboye  the  animal,  towering  above  it  on  to  perfection. 

All  animal's  instinct  is  in  accordance  with  animal  organization,  as  finished  at  the  start 
of  their  creation,  as  in  the  remotest  ages. 

But  man*s  is  not  so.  His  body,  the  animal  part,  is  so  ;  but  not  his  mind  and  func- 
tions, the  soul  that  progresses  through  the  whole  time  of  mind^s  existence. 

The  soul,  the  mind  with  its  functions,  has  to  recur  to  the  purposes  of  creation  to 
perfect  them.  These  are  not  for  mere  man  a  flower  to  bloom  and  wither,  but  the  whole 
porpose  is  for  the  soul,  as  mind  that  is  capable  to  realize  the  everlasting  truths  of  the 
oniverse,  is  taken  hence.  If  for  higher  and  nobler  purposes,  to  whom  is  the  accounta- 
bility 1  To  nature?  What  an  absurdity!  It  must  be  to  nature's  God,  who  is  under 
best  obligation  to  do  it  justice  that  absolutely  requires,  therefore,  immortality.  The 
proper  variety  of  the  universe  is,  without  doubt,  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  soul.  The  justice 
of  God  demands,  bespeaks  the  best  future  accountability  of  rational  beings,  hence  the 
inunortality  of  the  soul.  It  is  the  individuality  of  mind  that  must  be  respected.  Though 
the  laws  of  gravitation  compel  the  influence  of  earthly  thing» — matter — is  not  the  soul 
2  universe  traveller,  coming  by  birth  and  going  by  death,  yielding  to  the  paramount  laws 
of  its  being  ?     But  whv  not  of  brutes  also  ? 

They  are  not  rational,  and  therefore  cannot  be  embraced  in  the  category.  But  some 
of  them  are  learned  animals.  True,  but  they  cannot  impart  their  learning.  All  that 
they  have  is  mechanical,  and  afler  all,  their  learning  dies  with  them.  The  species  to 
eternity  is  not  thereby  benefited.  All  such  animals  are  only  subservient  to  the  highest  scale 
of  existence,  that  of  man.  But  you  deny  the  further  advance,  the  inmiortality  of  the 
aoul  ?  To  do  so  successfully,  you  must  prove  that  the  existence  of  mind  on  this  sphere 
WIS  gratuitous,  and  strictly,  rigidly  confined  to  this  earth.  I  speak  of  rational  minds 
u  contra-distinguished  from  brutes,  that  cannot  appreciate  religion,  a  thing  that  exclu- 
sively belongs  to  rational  minds,  and  that  binds  them  to  the  universe  and  its  God  recip- 
rocally. If  you,  pobrtheist,  make  peculiar  faith  supersede  reason,  then  you  destroy  the 
best  hopes  for  proofs  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  that  you  incontestibly  place  in 
abeyance  to  peculiar  bibles,  that  are  nothing.  Is  this  mental  machinery  to  perish, 
almost  as  soon  as  vitalized  1 

Whence  came  it,  and  whither  does  it  tend  ? 

What  are  the  whole  purposes  of  creation  ?  Mechanical  and  animal  influences  ?  In 
justice  to  creation  of  mind,  it  should  have  a  proper  theatre  for  its  deeds  and  merits, 
nothing  less  than  immortality. 

The  soul  is  the  quintessence  of  tiie  being  of  nature. 

Religion  is  inseparable  from  mind^s  nature,  and  rationally  bespeaks  immortality  for 
the  soul.  This  earth  is  a  sphere  of  rationality,  not  spirituality.  Death  is  only  a  change 
for  souls  to  pass  from  one  sphere  of  action  to  another — ^to  cany  out  the  universe-pro- 
Mem.  The  state  of  soul-spirits  is  forwards,  not  backwards.  Whence  come,  and  whi- 
ther do  they  tend  ?     To  carry  out  the  paramount  universal  purposes  of  the  creation. 

A  brute's  mind  is  for  specific  aninuil)  earthly  purposes,  and  the  whole  only  can  be 


A  brute  is  as  much  a  brute  m  the  first  as  the  last  part  of  the  world's  history.  Not 
ao  man,  progressive  in  every  age,  more  or  less,  with  an  expansive  intellectuality,  refine- 
ment, civilization,  and  religion  above  all,  he  evidently  needs  other  spheres  of  the  uni- 
veise  to  c<miplete  his  most  rational  eternal  happiness. 

The  exact  language  of  God  is  by  death,  that  bespeaks  the  onward,  not  retrograde 
progress  of  soul. 

Mothers  might  linger  for  their  offspring  as  departed  souls,  but  for  the  universal  care 
of  the  universe-Creator,  that  absolutely  supersedes  all  such.  This  world,  then,  cannot 
be  the  theatre  for  spirits  as  they  have  been  called,  as  it  presents  one  for  vitality,  tnate- 
rial,  breathing  beings.  Who  is  the  Author  of  the  five  senses,  but  the  Author  of  the 
wol  1  Could  nature,  itself  creation,  create  a  soul  1  Prove  there  is  one.  There  is  the 
thinking,  reasoning  faculty,  the  source  of  thought  and  reasoning.  The  five  senses  are 
the  recipients,  and  exponent  organs.  Does  not  this  faculty  exist  as  an  individual  ele-* 
ment,  that  individualizes  all  to  ratiocination  and  rationality  ?  God,  infinitely  perfect, 
^ihoald,  in  justice  to  mind,  create  it  perfect.  That  it  has  to  attain,  on  its  working  and 
mehts.  Has  he  not  created  it  to  be  perfect  by  a  universe-problem  solution  1  Religion 
proves  that  knowledge  is  by  comparison.  How  could  life's  pleasures  be  enjoyed,  ap- 
preciated, if  the  world  were  not  as  it  is  ?    The  innate  principle  in  soul  or  nature  of 
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mind's  character  is  identified  with  principles  that  are  for  eternal  universal  benefit.  The 
universe  is  one  mighty  architecture  design,  that  eminently  displays  intrinsic  unity  both 
for  God  and  his  highest  purposes,  the  best  exaltation  of  mind  and  soul.  Nothing  less  than 
monotheism  elevates  the  soul  to  the  complete  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  this  uni- 
versal comprehension. 

Death  is  nothing  but  a  universal  change,  a  part  of  this  unity  of  purpose,  not  an  eter- 
nal sleep,  as  mere  materialism  teaches  in  its  grovelling  and  abortive  conception  of  blind 
vagaries  and  bewildered  phantasies. 

God  is  prescient  on  principles,  and  has  met  the  whole  question  of  universal  conserva- 
tion as  an  universal  savior.  A  mere  world-messiah  is  then  most  preposterous.  Appro- 
priate retribution  implies,  from  the  attributes  of  God's  justice,  other  theatres  of  exist- 
ence besides  this.  Death  is  so  far  from  being  a  defect  in  the  system  of  nature,  that  as 
a  great  change  it  is  the  great  blessing  of  supreme  purposes. 

As  to  spiritual  knockings,  the  suggestion  is  gratuitous,  and  comes  from  mortals. 
What  an  idea,  that  spirits  are  declared,  when  touch  and  vision,  or  the  main  detective 
senses,  are  unapproached.  Mind  is  only  the  embryo  of  soul.  See  the  chrysalis,  that 
becomes  a  beautiful  insect.  Give  all  aniknal  creation  all  that  belongs  to  this  state,  still 
it  is  subordinate  to  mind  that  rules  it  and  the  world,  the  universe. 

The  soul  has  its  functions.  If  this  universe  cannot  perish,  with  its  immutable  prin- 
ciples, why  then  should  its  diamond — the  soul  or  mind,  with  its  functions  ? 

This  world  is  identified  with  the  universe,  and  the  soul  is  indissdubly  united  by  reli- 

g'on  to  its  God.     What  an  illustrious  obligation  has  mind  to  rear  on  this  conservative 
brie,  the  best  earnest  of  its  immortal  fruition  and  happiness. 

The  soul  proves  another  state  of  existence  necessary  and  essential  to  its  supreme 
excellence. 

All  rational  beings  partaking  relatively  of  God's  nature  as  rational  intellectuality,  must 
inherit  other  relative  analogous  qualities  essential  to  Goid,  as  iounortality  and  wisdom, 
for  their  due  conservation  and  honor. 

All  beings  that  do  not  partake  of  the  attributes  of  immortality,  cannot  possibly  par- 
take of  any  direct  inherent  relation  and  connection  with  God. 

They  do  not  then  owe  any  fealty  Of  religion  to  him,  which  is  impossible  with  mind's 
organization. 

The  great  First  Cause,  beyond  whom  thought  of  mind  cannot  go,  has  not  revealed  to 
human  vision  the  brilliant  fountain  of  his  own  almighty  character. 

Here  is  the  limit  to  human  mind,  that  must  feel  and  acknowledge  in  suitable  hamility 
the  Supreme,  but  its  aspirations  premise  something  more  in  reserve.  With  no  data, 
reason  cannot  arouse  analysis  nor  analogy,  that  is  ever  true  to  these  her  noblest  advocates. 

Reason  has  looked  through  cause  and  effect  to  the  great  First  Cause,  who  must  com- 
mand all  with  due  and  voluntary  acauiescence. 

Mind  invested  with  mortal  habiliments  cannot  look  upon  immortality ;  the  hi^est 
and  brightest  intelligences,  endowed  with  the  best  mental  organisation,  thus  situated, 
are  incapable  of  the  least  such  gift. 

The  scenes  and  powers  of  mortal  embodiments  are  on  a  mortal  theatre.  The  Creator 
of  universal  attributes  endows  such  with  no  peculiar  gifts,  a  fallacy  confined  to  dark 
ages.     Here  embodied  souls  learn  the  elements  of  their  own  non-appreciation. 

In  another  state  of  existence  more  advanced  than  earth,  no  doubt  other  brighter  and 
nobler  investing  organizations  await  the  mind,  reared  in  the  magnificence  of  the  souU 
more  developed  to  reach  a  higher  appreciation  of  Deity  and  his  works,  and  secure  a 
fuller  enjojrment  of  Deity's  benevolence  and  glory. 

In  this  earthly  state,  mind's  organization  cannot  obtain  any  certain  or  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  future  ;  hence  it  must  ever  trust  to  the  pledge  that  is  reciprocal  of  God 
and  itself  for  the  best  insurance  of  tlie  balance.  To  mind,  as  now  constituted,  it  is  and 
ever  will  be  an  unsolved  problem,  great  and  grand,  never  to  meet  revelation  on  earth — 
a  sealed  book,  the  seals  of  which  can  never  be  loosed  in  mind's  present  physical  nature, 
so  earthly,  animal,  sensual,  sinful^  and  prone  to  evil,  by  peculiar  perversions.  This 
conflhns  the  supreme,  pure  character  of  the  Creator.  This  is  the  best  position  for  mor- 
tidly-invested  mind,  to  have  only  inherent  gifts,  appropriate  to  its  existence,  to  have  no 
absolute  knowledge  of  the  future,  as  the  evil  would  outweigh  the  good  in  man's  life,  if 
be  knew  his  particular  histonr,  a  matter  unknown  to  all. 

The  picture  of  immortal  miition,  if  known,  might  render  an  earthly  residence  un- 
comfortable and  unsatisfactory,  unworthy  of  present  enjoyment,  and  the  present  would 
be  nullified  in  the  future. 

Tho  gifl  of  death  is  a  blessing,  a  passport  to  a  nobler  existence,  but  if  anticipated  by 
prescience,  must  mar  the  pleasures  of  present  existence,  or  increase  the  miseries  oi 
^[uilt. 
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Mind  wlien  ignorant,  mast  modestly  learn  at  the  true  source  of  wisdom,  and  test  all 
by  reason  fortified  by  time's  experience.  The  circumstances  of  each  mind's  test  will 
best  verify  its  merit. 

Silence  discloses  all  wisdom,  where  solutions  may  condemn  themselves  as  libels. 

Humaa  nature  participant  of  two  elements,  must  be  incompetent  to  elicit  beyond  her 
earthly  province,  and  therefore  produces  results  in  mind's  deductions  only  confined  to 
its  proper  theatre  ;  the  deductions  of  mind,  unless  regulated  by  the  highest  reason,  must 
be  ooe  often  fraught  with  error,  especially  when  misled  by  design,  self-power,  and 
temptation  of  its  ciroumstanoes. 

Fallibility  causes  corruption  that  runs  to  degraded  extremes  in  the  code  of  a  mere 
earthly  existence,  as  accountability  is  partial,  not  efficient,  and  there  stops  with  mere 
mortai  materiaJists. 

But  the  doctrine  of  a  full  accountability  elevates  us  to  a  faith  in  the  immortality  of 
the  sool,  the  best  present  and  future  position,  safe  and  ennobling. 

It  becomes  mortal's  creation,  subject  to  vital  danger  and  abundant  poignant  anguish 
for  misspent  functions  to  comprehend  at  all  times  their  earthly  actions  and  immortal 
hopes.  Instead  of  becoming  self-inquisitors  of  the  world's  citizens,  increasing  their 
own  penalties  and  punishment,  and  establishing  the  locality  themselves,  the  agents,  let 
them  modestly  pertbnnr  their  becoming  duty,  and  duly  estimate  all  that  pertains  to  it. 

The  body  was  suited  to  the  earthly  existence  ;  the  soul  seeks  future  eminence,  never 
satisfied  with  the  present  for  permanent  fruition. 

Who  can  estimate  in  reason,  the  worth  of  an  immortal  soul  ? 

Who  bat  human  fiend,  will  thwart  its  best  resolves,  intentions,  capabilities  and  its 
own  best  analysis  of  the  state  of  facts  through  a  proper  discipline  of  rational  education, 
Uberal  and  untrammeled,  to  elicit  its  final,  greatest,  purest,  best  faculties  1 

Who  but  bigot  will  bring  the  iron  chains  of  peculiar  faith,  to  imprison  its  noblest 
aapiratiotns  to  the  Almighty  I 

Who  can  dare  reject  or  thwart  the  pure  teachings,  admirable  precepts,. and  wisest 
admonitions  of  enlightened  reason,  that  upholds  man's  true  greatness,  the,  sure,  proper 
and  certain  counsellor  of  mind,  that  does  all  for  the  soul  and  true  religion  ? 

As  weU  can  the  Atheist  pretend  to  deny  the  existence  of  Deity,  whose  organization 
of  creation  proves  an  intelligent  God  of  nature,  as  the  caviler  pretends  to  the  non- 
extstence  of  the  soul,  from  the  partial  material  existence  of  man. 

What  mind  can  take  cognisance  of  that  which  has  no  materiality,  and  still  an  active 
independent  agent. 

To  deny  or  dispute  this  principle  of  materiality,  of  the  most  subtle  organization, 
etfaerealise  it  as  you  choose,  is  to  deny  most  absurdly  the  existence  of  the  five  senses, 
the  very  giA  of  the  creator,  for  all  such  appreciation  of  his  creation   known   to 


Mind  only  acts  in  oi^nization  as  known  to  our  senses.  The  future  veils  the  mighty 
changes,  to  clothe  the  powers  of  mind  that  must  rise  proportionately  to  the  theatre  of 
its  operationa  and  enjoyments. 

Between  this  and  the  central  and  poiest  sphere,  various  gradations  of  rational  eixisl- 
ence  must  live. 

The  God  of  the  soul,  of  mind,  has  created  its  full  spheres  of  improvement  to  eternity, 
ebe  his  creation  is  in  vain.  As  an  all-wise  Creator^  he  makes  nothing  in  vain.  The 
nearest  approach  to  immortality  of  sool  perceptU>le  to  our  senses  is  in  the  mass  of  living 
matter,  in  the  form  of  human  nature,  that  propagates  itself,  and  mind  from  age  to  age ; 
creating  on  its  own  elements  a  hold  in  perpetuity,  allied  to  its  first  character  to  this 
sphere,  bat  vnth  its  animating  princifde  advancing  to  loftier  grades  of  dignity,  approach- 
ingimmortality. 

The  immortality  of  soul  rests  on  the  Author  of  immortality  and  creation,  firmly  guar- 
anteed by  religion. 

The  universe  resting  on  eternal  principles,  yields  in  importance  to  man's  mind,  that  is 
suDreme  in  creation. 

Mosf  confident  in  the  proof  of  eternal  conservation  of  the  first,  the  proof  is  conclusive 
as  to  that  of  the  last. 

The  Author  of  the  existence,  commends  himself  through  the  principles  and  elabora- 
tisn  of  the  universe,  for  the  guidance  and  guardianship  of  the  soul  in  all  thin^,  that  we 
can  appreciate  for  onr  good,  nor  should  we  sufiTor  them  to  be  arrested  by  any  intermedi- 
ation or  intermeddling  priests  and  eoUusion  of  all  others,  however  advantageous  the 
resolt  may  be  peculiarly  to  all  of  them. 

Uolimitedand  untiring  should  be  the  efifort  by  statesmen,  philosophers,  and  good  honert 
citiaens,  over  the  world,  to  give  mind  its  best  protection  for  the  happiness  of  soul. 

God  is  ever  righteous  and  is  proved  umfonnly  great,  in  his  whole  system  of  creation. 
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without  express  days  for  jadgment  only  as  identified  with  the  vindication  of  principles 
and  the  disposition  of  their  violators. 

Let  not  trifles,  conflicts,  rubbish,  or  conceit  stand  in  the  way  of  an  immortal  soul,  that 
wishes,  with  the  best  aspirations  and  feelings,  to  go  the  right  way  properly. 

It  is  to  avoid  anarchy,  chaos,  and  confusion,  the  nature  and  character  of  the  animal, 
to  see  the  clear  light,  that  man,  humble  and  unambitious  of  aught  save  his  world^s  good, 
seeks  to  secure  his  soul's  happiness  on  the  only  proper  true  principles,  to  bring  about 
the  best  state  of  existence,  and  of  the  world's  best  feeling,  of  harmony,  order,  universal 
peace,  that  he  seeks  the  best  foundation  on  principles,  in  the  adoration  of  their  only 
author. 

Where  else  can- he  find  this  pure  and  exalted  treasure  ?  Common  sense  and  honesty, 
that  make  up  reason,  certainly  tell. 

Save  mind  or  soul,  all  else  of  man  is  nothing  but  dust. 

Mind  cannot  reach  perfection  on  this  sphere,  and  is  ever  increasing  in  knowledge  if 
suitably  situated. 

The  scene  of  mind's  action  is  not  in  a  perfect  theatre,  therefore  mind  cannot  be  per* 
feet  here. 

As  well  ask  for  a  globe  free  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  the  piercing  cold 
and  wet,  the  melting  heat  and  fever,  the  action  of  electricity*,  the  gravitation  of  the 
spheres,  as  to  ask  for  mind  free  from  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  passions,  and  the  storms 
that  their  licentious  gratification  arouses. 

The  passions  produce  the  only  reproachful  slavery,  and  mind  has  free  agency  there 
against  all  absolutism,  by  their  legitimate  direction,  under  the  wisest  rationalism. 

The  mind  perfects  itself  here  to  the  extent  of  its  capacity  and  the  capacity  of  its  cir- 
cumstances, for  the  future  benefit  of  the  soul. 

The  mind  sows,  the  soul  reaps. 

Man,  composed  of  body  and  mind,  must  be  analyzed  and  estimated  according  to  that 
combination,  just  as  God  made  and  intended  him.  The  balance  depends  on  man's  own 
intentions,  for  introduction  through  his  merit,  to  a  nobler  theatre. 

We  ask  for  all  rightful  faculty  practicable,  correct  at  the  fount  of  wisdom  in  its  purity 
fit  to  introduce  to  immortal  bliss,  using  no  other  than  virtuous  attributes  fresh  from  the 
mint  of  God,  that  shows  a  living  soul  and  breathes  with  immortal  youth,  having  an  elas- 
ticity superior  to  earth  all  the  time,  that  mortality  cannot  reach  and  death  cannot  limit. 

With  no  possible  access  to  deity  but  by  mind's  highest  inspiration  through  reason,  at 
least  not  till  another  state  of  existence  which  has  its  own  appropriations,  more  intellect- 
ual introduction  awaits  our  leaving  this  world  for  that  state. 

The  beatific  happiness  of  another  state  fit  for  the  soul,  would  be  incompatible  with  the 
mind ;  the  parts  would  not  be  in  suitable  positions. 

We  are  bound  to  attend  strictly  to  this,  ere  we  permit  an  indulgence  of  one  iota  of 
complaint  as  to  our  location  in  this  terrestrial  sphere,  which  is  adapted  to  our  nature. 
He  that  would  complain,  is  impeached. 

God  deals  in  the  magnificence  of  the  purest  treasures,  of  brightest  rewards,  that  belong 
to  the  universal  power  that  we  reverence,  not  in  the  magazines  of  torture  and  of  penal- 
ties peculiar  to  man's  perverted  mind. 

A  sublime  view  is  to  be  taken,  a  nobler  theme  to  be  estimated,  that  mind  should  exalt 
itself  to  God's  standard,  not  abase  itself  in  lowering  that  only  divine  character. 

Mind  in  such  contemplation  is  raised  from  its  most  moderate  elements,  to  the  highest 
capacity.  The  true  position  is  that  eminently  consistent  with  itself,  mind  to  sool- 
ennobling. 

Its  good  deeds  are  elevated  to  rewards,  the  food  of  the  poorest  mental  enjoyments 
rising  by  their  elements  to  greatness.     Analogy  proves  that. 

Its  arrested  progress  in  all  the  allurements  around  it,  even  bespeaks  a  penalty,  com- 
pared with  its  equals  that  have  outstripped  it  in  all  the  pure  enjoyments  of  a  legitimate 
fruition. 

Time  is  their  mind's  best  function,  that  must  not  be  trifled  with,  but  profitably  em- 
ployed in  life's  great  cause. 

All  the  rich  gifts  of  mind,  should  be  devoted  to  legitimate  purposes,  for  soul's 
advancement 

Whether  individuals  will  or  no,  omnipotent  principles,  as  those  moving  the  spheres, 
will  decide  and  sweep  all  living  minds  in  their  current  with  a  mathematical  certainty, 
that  mind  cannot  escape  the  conviction  or  the  adoption. 

The  security  is  not  put  on  penalty  as  the  negative  of  good,  that  follows  necessarily 
like  confusion  succeedmg  derangement  of  the  solar  systems,  as  tlie  lofty  and  fair  reach- 
ing of  reward,  the  best  incentive  to  a  properly  balanced  mind,  a  durable  memento  for 
eternity. 
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What  can  safaserye  tbe  purpose  of  a  perfect  being  better,  than  the  exactness  of  order, 
and  the  fulfibnent  of  duty  in  its  comprehension  in  dl  the  Universe  ? 

Wise  onto  its  own  salration,  the  mind  will  not  risk  its  titles  to  fee  simple  in  happi- 
ness eternal. 

Placed  on  an  earthly  theatre*  without  its  own  assent  or  consciousness  by  an  all- wise 
Almighty,  who,  theretore,  alone  is  the  responsible  and  competent  preserver,  whom  none 
that  are  wise  can  mistake,  in  the  comprehension  of  conservative  principles,  its  will  and 
agency  however  free,  most  act  consistently  thereto,  or  abide  the  necessary  penalties 
aod  place  itself  back  in  its  career  for  a  just  felicity. 

The  bauble  of  peculiar  faiths  or  the  delusions  of  superstitions  of  the  moment,  cannot 
satisfy  such  immortal  beings.  There  is  nothing  earthly  that  can  meet  its  rational 
demands.  It  leaves  this  eaxth  for  another  life  without  its  own  assent,  as  the  laws  of 
creation  are  immutable. 

All  that  mind  has  to  do,  then,  is  to  meet  immutable  laws  by  immutable  principles,  the 
nearest  practicable  to  its  nature,  and  analyze  their  whole  nature  in  time  as  far  as  neces* 
sary  and  practicable,  ere  conviction  of  duty  come  too  late,  when  hope  is  expiring,  and 
all  may  be  deferred  or  protractedly  lost  ere  life's  benefit  be  secured. 

All  need  tbe  proper  policy  of  insurance,  in  the  quicksands  of  life,  for  the  veiled 
fiiture. 

What  has  best  availed  for  rational  man  in  this  life,  must  be  the  best  qualified  means 
for  eternity.  Created  as  the  Universe  is,  its  parts  form  one  grand  harmonious  whole  in 
action,  and  mind  must  soar  to  its  highest  points  ^}y  these  means. 

It  moait  not  desert  them  at  all,  else  they  will  fail  it  when  none  others  are  available. 

MIND  AND  SOUL:   THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  MAN 
AND  BRUTES. 

Moid  is  connected  to  all  orjranized  animal  matter,  supremely  applied  to  man.  In- 
litaoctj  its  partial  form,  is  ^phed  to  brutes,  that  attain  a  certain  degree  of  it  at  birth, 
peculiar  to  their  species.  Rational  mind  is  universal ;  instinct  is  peculiar.  Brutes  are 
not  endowed  with  innate  faculties  of  religion,  that  is,  then,  the  universal  gift  of  all  minds 
eatable  of  being  rational,  the  universal  characteristic  of  rational  man,  that  elevates  him 
to  his  God,  and  bespeaks  immortality. 

If  God  has  exhibited  any  peculiar  favor  to  any  chosen  people,  then  that  people  had 
been  distinguished  by  pre-eminence.  But  faithful  history  chronicles  no  such  event,  and 
truthful  reason  andits  no  such  pretension.  The  remote  nations  of  antiquity  affected  to 
claim  for  theii  gods  a  peculiar  power,  but  this  was  all  trick  of  the  priestocracy,  or  of  the 
people  deceived  by  them,  and  seeking  to  deceive  all  others.  It  was  only  one  of  the 
many  disguises  of  superstition  mixed  with  patriotism. 

The  mind  is  the  intellectual  will,  or  that  which  takes  cognizance  of  action.  How 
inmortant  that  all  should  be  right. 

The  soul  applies  to  man  here  and  hereafter,  and  is  indentified  with  mind,  that  charac- 
terizes it. 

The  soul  is  that  part  left  of  man  afler  his  earthly  existence. 

What  is  the  state  of  existence  immaterial  ? 

That  cannot  be  conceived  of  by  rational  and  truthful  minds. 

It  is  needless  for  the  world  to  hide  behind  mysteries,  or  that  some  theological  ques- 
tions cannot  be  answered. 

There  are  points  that  reason  can  oidy  aj^roach  by  analysis  or  analogy,  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  then  stops  as  to  creation,  the  universe,  eternity,  the  soul,  future  spheres,  &c. 

The  soul  was  not  created  in  vain,  and  it  would  certainly  only  partially  have  solved  its 
own  immortal  question  to  be  limited  to  only  this  sphere. 

It  needs  improved  organization  for  intellectual  capacity  to  reach  the  mighty  problems, 
and  other  theatres. 

Its  greatest  question  is  as  to  the  security  of  future  certificates.  Its  main  great 
proUem  it  can  solve  on  this  sphere.     That  problem  its  best  sphere  of  action,  social  and 


^"^hat  has  been  recognised,  was  so  by  the  action  of  mind  on  mind,  and  all  errors  are 
vibjeet  to  eorrection  for  ever  by  the  same  process,  which  peculiar  faith  absurdly  refuses. 

If  lational  religion  did  not  only  sanction  but  require  this,  she  would  not  be  the  true 
leligioD,  but  an  ignoble  peculiar  faith.  Religion  emphatically,  supremely  requires  the 
immortality  of  the  soul. 

Who,  then,  can  comprehend  in  their  own  minds  anything  existent  separated  from 
Bateriality? 
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We  cannot  separate  the  God  of  nature  from  nature.  AH  sack  pretence  of  immate- 
riality looks  absurd  in  an  extreme  degree. 

All  things  are  comparative)  but  not  less  material  in  some  degree,  by  mathematical 
and  philosophical,  the  most  exact  laws. 

The  sooner  we  get  rid  of  all  such  absurdities  the  better. 

Grant  the  sod  the  subtlest  organization,  it  must  be  material  to  be  a  soul,  or  vitalized 
existence.  It  has  a  noble  organization,  conceiring  it  to  be  the  greatest  gift  of  the  nni- 
verse,  the  brilliant  diamond  set  in  it,  the  soul,  must  be  guarded  with  supreme  care  and 
fondest  affection  by  its  Creator.  It  masters  progressively  the  attainable  government  of 
much  of  the  elements  of  the  universe,  and  is  the  master-work  of  creation.  Immortality 
is  essential  for  this  performance. 

The  universe  seems  to  be  exhaustless  to  mind  in  its  present  organization,  and  is,  no 
doubt,  eternal,  therefore  the  master-spirit  of  created  being  must  have  the  greatest 
claim  to  immortality. 

The  reason  of  the  souPs  immortality-  is,  it  is  co-existent  with  the  universe. 

Why  should  this  magnificent  creation  of  God^s  genius  be  extinguished,  after  all  the 
perfecting  elaboration  of  its  potent  munificence  ? 

This  must  be  the  error  of  perverted  minds,  fond  of  their  own  vain  conceits. 

Its  birth  was  the  bright  creation  of  its  functions,  its  vital  existence  on  this  sphere  was 
the  free  agency  to  display  its  character ;  and  its  passage  through  death  was  a  purification, 
and  an  admittance  to  a  loftier  existence  and  higher  theatre,  a  purer  change  from  mortal 
organization. 

The  mighty  genius  of  the  Creator,  that  anticipated  and  satisfied  all  the  loftiest  pur^ 
poses,  immortal  as  mortal,  of  creation ;  whose  mighty  purposes  elevate  souls  instead 
of  sacrificing  by  bloody  crucifixions  his  own  attributes,  a  solecism  as  absurd  as  impious, 
will  reveal  me  whole  drama  in  consummation. 

Mind  is  limited  to  time  and  its  functions,  and  must  be  thereby  limited  in  action  for 
thepresent.     The  future  belongs  to  eternity. 

Though  all  material  substance  continues  the  same  as  far  as  our  bodies  are  concerned 
in  the  world,  yet  that  which  animated  them  departs  to  a  nobler  sphere  on  its  intrinsic 
merits. 

None  have  history  in  matters  beyond  the  grave. 

DeaA  parts  the  body  from  the  soul,  that  departa  to  the  appropriate  sphere  of  appro- 
priately organized  beings,  that  can  no  jonger  dwell  ambng  those  composed  of  body  and 
mind,  no  longer  associate  with  earthly  beings. 

How  absurd,  ^en,  to  suppose  that  ghosts  and  spirits  can  be  appreciable  on  earth ! 

Sound  intellects  that  are  honest  must  deem  that  impossible;  as  mind  refers  to  the 
present,  soul,  or  immortal  organization,  refers  to  the  future  state  of  existence. 

As  to  the  position  of  the  souls  departed,  that  question  must  be  wisely  submitted  for 
solution  to  God,  who  created  them,  not  to  peculiar  faith  notions  that  caricature  all  sacred 
things.     But  what  shall  be  the  scale  of  punishments  ? 

They  are  more  or  less  certain  on  this  earth ;  but  as  some  do  not  get  their  full  penalty, 
justice  requires  other  spheres  of  existence  for  the  appropriate  theatre. 

The  very  means  adopted  to  complete  selfish  designs  are  those  of  penalty  and  severest 
punishment  to  nations  or  individuals. 

God  is  a  perfect  being,  and  perfects  his  exalted  works  in  appropriate  time.  Among 
them  the  immortal  soul  is  most  conspicuous. 

The  concern  of  all  conceding  this  should  be  to  save  it  best  and  properly.  To  seek 
messiahs  makes  it  worse. 

Man  needs  God's  power,  merey  and  purity  to  assist  him  in  the  best  employment  of 
his  judgment  and  conduct. 

None  but  a  properly  educated  people  yeomanry  can  stand  op  properly  for  their  rights, 
and  for  the  purity  of  the  human  sou],  uncontaminated  by  vices,  as  perjury,  murder, 
felony,  and  treason.    The  lazaroni  cannot. 

As  to  the  soul,  is  there  not  a  material  existence  involved?  What  else  can  we  con- 
ceive of? 

What  conducts  it  in  its  genial  position  1 

The  same  power  that  originated  it,  who  can  re-endow  it  or  renovate  it,  in  improved 
condition  of  appropriate  organization. 

If  the  universe  be  eternal,  proved  by  its  essential  character  perfectly  strengthened  by- 
its  constitutional  union,  how  much  more  shall  the  soul  be  immortal,  that  is  of  more  value 
than  the  universe?  If  the  dissolution  of  the  first  bespeaks  imbecility  of  design,  what 
must  that  of  the  last  ? 

If  the  condition  of  all  in  the  future  is  equal,  intense  must  be  the  purification  as  a  trial 
ordeal  ere  that  point  be  attained. 
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Wlttt  is  the  soul  if  not  identified  with  the  mind,  that  nmst  canmraiie  with  God,  for  it 
it  only  by  that  his  inspiration  operates  successfully  ? 

This  is  the  setisible  inspiration  of  God^s  spirit,  his  principles  in  the  best  of  enterprises, 
that  mark  their  influence  on  the  age  and  the  whole  world. 

To  soppose  any  other  is  to  be  deficient  in  faith  and  reverence  towards  God,  the  giver 
of  all  good  gifts. 

The  constitution  of  our  mind  is  such,  that  it  is  rewarded  by  the  souPs  happiness,  if 
zigfat,  and  punished  by  its  sufferings,  if  wrong.  The  very  nature  of  conscience's  analy- 
sis proves  the  whole  position,  as  that  remorse  inflicts  the  deepest  penalties. 

what  is  the  soul  ?  It  is  the  immortal  element  and  principle  that  refer  to  mind,  that 
art  with  free  agencv,  and  is  accountable  for  that  action.  Its  existence  on  this  sphere 
is  exhibited  by  mind,  that  at  death  is  more  or  lees  purified,  and  traverses  other  spheres 
ai  an  organization  congenial  to  its  own  kindred  elements. 

This  earth  is  only  a  part,  but  peculiar  faith  sectarians  make  it  most  by  peculiar 
ippropriations. 

An  excellent  proof  the  souPs  immortality  is,  that  js  nothing  is  annihilated,  therefore 
we  have  the  best  data  that  rational  mind  cannot  be.  Is  not  that  the  base,  the  flower, 
the  Bonl,  the  matured  fruit  ? 

Is  not  the  mind-element  immortal,  the  body  going  to  its  original  elements  ? 

Nothing  is  made  in  vain  by  the  Creator,  and  nothing  can  be  annihilated. 

That  b  all  that  we  know  of  the  resurrection,  as  we  have  no  demonstrative  proof 
otherwise,  and  have  not  reached  a  sufficiency  of  science  to  decide  according  to  hopes 
of  immortality  with  a  perfect  demonstration  on  facts  verified.  It  seems  a  matter  of 
omission  of  duty  of  culpable  character,  merely  to  look  at  the  state  of  this  earth,  and 
use  no  exertion  by  deeds  farther,  for  future  happiness  of  the  race  of  mankind,  when 
the  mind  just  begins  to  expand  as  a  flower,  the  fruit  not  maturing  for  its  earthly 
ciisteDce. 

It  seems,  then,  bad  taste  in  all  who  must  appreciate  that  only  the  human  mind  or 
eoola  can  reach  the  holy  centre,  Uiat  man  should  not  soar  above  the  soulless  state  of 
mere  brute  creation. 

As  honesty  demands  the  payment  of  daily  debts  in  every  respect,  both  in  money  and 
doty,  we  cannot  escape  those  of  gratitude  and  religion  to  the  Creator,  the  universal 
creditor. 

The  earthy  parts  of  man  return  to  dust,  but  all  that  remains  of  soul  and  mind,  the 
immortal  part  that  scans  the  highest  matters  of  tlie  universe,  must  embrace  the  noblest 
destiny  and  purpose. 

Immortality  of  the  soul  has  come  to  be  admitted  nearly  by  universal  consent  of  mind, 
or  by  the  best  conclusive  evidence  from  the  worth  and  essential  character  of  mind  that 
precedes  in  excellence,  the  universe. 

The  excellent  perfection  of  God  is  proved  in  the  perfection  of  the  soul  by  immor- 
tality. 

What  is  the  human  mind  but  the  greatest  gifl  in  the  universe  ?  Is  it  not  such  as 
God  created  it  1  Let  not  the  first  be  tinkered  with,  nor  the  last  libeled  by  botches  that 
eanaot  explain  the  first  attributes. 

The  first  is  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement,  from  the  mass  of  intelligence. 

We  most  analyze  and  know  the  mind,  the  soul,  its  capacity,  character  and  quality. 

We  all  admit  mind  to  be  liable  necessarily  to  corniption,  as  what  could  be  baser 
when  perverted  ?  Then  we  must  advance  all  the  principles  to  prevent  that  corruption. 
Do  not  all  those  conservative  principles  refer  to  an  immortal  tribunal  ? 

Any  others,  as  peculiar  professions,  will  advance  its  corruption. 

Take  mind  from  the  universe,  and  the  brightest  light  is  extinguished.  What  then  is 
Uie  nniveise  without  it  1 


ETERNAL  PUNISHMENT! 

That  seems  cruelty  unrefined,  gross,  vulgar  and  destructive,  whereas  God^s  princi- 
ples are  conservative ! 

Who  knows  of  future  punishment,  of  spirits,  &c.  ? 

Koch  has  been  advanced  of  a  kindred  spirit,  to  other  imperfect  views. 

Does  man,  humble  and  ignorant,  know  God^s  attributes  but  by  his  works,  to  define 
them  properly,  and  lecture  on  them  skilfully  ? 

Moses  and  his  coajutors  undertook  this,  and  gave  a  miserable  portraiture  of  the  uni- 
verie  and  its  creator,  a  complete  botch  of  presumptuous  ignorance. 

YoB  must  seek  to  be  better  off  than  priestocracies,  in  your  bigotry  in  after  ages. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQ  IC 


ao  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALa 

Will  you  then  punish  a  man  foreyer  for  a  few  faults,  and  carry  him  back  to  eternal 
punishment  ?  Will  you  undertake  to  affirm  that  all  will  finally  be  sayed,  after  punish- 
ment? 

If  you  have  doomed  them  to  your  hell,  such  inmates  will  hardly  be  fit  for  any  heaven. 

Fortunately  we  are  all  under  God^s  protection,  and  must  act  up  to  the  best  lights 
before  us. 

The  best  actions  will  insure  the  best  and  safest  position.  But  where  will  the  worst 
characters,  as  the  wilful  murderer,  adulterer,  tyrant,  seducer,  and  other  vicious  charac> 
ters  ^o  ?  The  Creator  of  the  Universe  will  manage  all  that,  to  the  best  benefit  of  all 
creation. 

The  soul  must  account  for  the  misdeeds  of  the  mind.  God^s  eternal  justice  requires 
it.     The  Creator  can  master  the  point  by  mind. 

Though  cannibals  have  very  inferior  souls,  in  what  are  they  worse  than  nations  thai 
destroy,  by  wholesale,  thousands  of  the  inoffensive  people  invaded,  by  arms  aind 
weapons  of  offensive  warfare  ?    Those  nations  miscalled  civilized,  too ! 

If  cannibals  have  very  inferior  fculs,  what  sort  have  the  priests,  who  assume  to  be 
the  necessary  factors  of  God,  who  never  asked  such  impostors  once  ? 

Who  is  best  off,  piratical  nations  of  war,  savage  cannibals,  or  fraudulent  priests  ? 

However  are  proud  nations  and  nefarious  cliques,  cabals,  and  clans,  above  man^s 
punishment,  God  will  decide  that  question  appropriately.  Baid  and  vicious  men  cannot 
enjoy  divine  favor,  and  God  cannot  contaminate  himself  therewith.  They  must  be 
properly  purified,  ere  they  can  reach  his  pure  and  holy  presence,  that  is  certain. 

Peculiar  faith  among  its  many  peculiar  creeds  may  demand  the  doctrine  of  eternal 
punishment,  that  is  hardly  credible  to  rational  religion  in  her  liberal  and  just  apprecia- 
tion of  God,  who  requires  all  rational,  not  slavish  actions. 

What  rational  minister  could  preach  any  of  the  doctrines  of  predestination  1 

Is  man  accountable  here  and  hereafter  ?  Yes,  both,  without  doubt.  I  must  there- 
fore conclude,  that  the  soul  is  then  immortal,  as  many  do  not  receive  the  punishment 
due  them  in  this  life. 

The  Universe  cannot  be  annihilated,  and  that  in  its  bosom  must  be  eternal. 

Man^s  body  becomes  dust.    Where  is  the  mind,  the  soul  ? 

That  must  be  superior  to  the  Universe,  whose  elements  it  has  to  command. 

Mind  annihilates  space  and  time,  the  difficulties  of  ocean  by  navigation,  neutralizes 
the  deadly  effects  of  electricity,  and  masters  it  for  the  telegraph. 

The  atmosphere  is  rendered  subservient  to  mind^s  power  in  steam  and  philosophy, 
and  all  this  is  surpassed  by  its  competent  command  of  the  best  principles  of  coostito- 
tional  government. 

Mind  corrects  its  own  errors,  and  acts  its  paramount  duty  in  religion  to  God  supreme. 
These  are  masterly  deeds  that  reflect  a  gift  analogous  to  creative  power.  And  shall 
the  sophistry  of  man  control  its  superior  power  1  1?  or  whom  was  the  universe  created  ? 
Mind  or  intellect.  And  shall  that  sublime  creation  burst  into  a  life-death,  a  nullity  1 
What  is  the  soul,  but  the  mighty  controlling  free  agent  placed  on  earth  for  a  time  1 

What  gave  impulse  to  animal  matter  ?    Deity,  the  Creator. 

Accountability  does  check  all  that  transcend  principles. 

Accountability  and  scrutiny  should  run  in  all  public  matters,  otherwise  frauds  can  be 
perpetrated  by  impunity.     Whefe  is  then  the  tribunal  for  all  such  ? 

Rational  mind  must  do  its  part,  its  highest  duty,  in  all  its  departments. 

There  should  be  no  suppression  of  public  inquiries. 

He  who  wishes  to  come  to  the  point  at  once  in  rewards,  must  abide  by  the  appropri- 
atepenalties  that  must  purify  the  offenders. 

The  idea  of  purgatory  accompanied  as  it  is  by  money,  is  corrupt,  a  base  and  degrad- 
ed church  speculation. 

Religion  is  not  a  plan  to  make  money  out  of  the  friends  of  departed  souls.  Specu- 
lation libels  religion. 

What  is  the  operation  of  the  spirit  ? 

The  influence  that  accompanies  the  suitable  operations  of  mind.  Afler  all,  it  is  n<» 
more  or  less  than  that  of  God.  Our  bodies  go  to  the  dust,  but  our  souls  ^t  exalt 
man  above  the  beasts,  should  merit  of  God  their  happiness  in  his  Almighty^s  hands. 

In  the  tuition  of  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  exclusion  from  the  presence  of  the 
Almighty  in  all  future  existence  will  be  punishment  enough. 

Mind,  the  soul  identified  with  body,  seeks  satisfactory  knowledge  for  the  rest  of  the 
soul  when  separate  from  the  body. 

We  must  read  all  creation,  to  learn  our  best  destiny. 

God  could  not  have  formed  compatibly  witli  his  attributes,  rational  mind  for  evil — 
that  is  a  libeL 
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It  most  bare  been  for  good,  and  the  security  of  the  greatest  amount  is  in  immortality. 
Rational  mind  seeks  friendship  for  all  the  best  purposes,  bnt  who  alienates  the  good 
of  society,  Tiolates  the  best  principles  of  kind,  and  affectionate  friendship  of  mind  ? 
Those  opposed  to  universal  rights  of  mind. 

Mind,  as  ignorant  of  the  future,  must  rest  for  immortality  of  soul  on  a  just  and  rational 
hope,  securing  safety  by  virtue  with  the  most  active  avoidance  of  vices. 

The  soul  is  a  part  that  belongs  to  its  author,  and  of  course  will  foUow  the  proper 
current  of  eternal  principles. 

The  rewards  and  penalties  of  the  future  accord  with  past  acts. 

The  dignity  of  the  soul's  salvation  is  established,  not  by  especial  but  universal  grace, 
and  its  right,  through  creation. 

We  should  seek  the  best  cultivation  of  true  religion  for  our  immortal  souls,  that 
emerge  from  earth  as  a  transition  from  one  state  to  that  of  another,  that  to  become  the 
immortal  part  must  perform  certain  functions  of  mortality,  as  a  matter  of  probation,  for 
whieh  mind  must  prepare  mind  and  secure  by  the  best  deeds  of  merit. 

These  functions  are  the  action  of  principles,  and  cannot  be  of  mere  abstract  faith. 

Principles  are  as  eternal  as  the  universe ;  shall  mind,  soul,  their  living  superiors,  be 
leas  eternal  ? 

As  to  the  soul,  this  being  God's  noblest  gift  U  the  universe,  he  will  do  the  best  for  its 
happiness. 

We  must  adopt  the  noblest  view  for  this  greatest  gift,  as  appropriate  for  its  exaltation. 

Mind  most  return  from  this  world  all  that  can  be  embraced  as  the  holiest  offering  to 
its  Creator,  worthy  of  its  immortal  endowments. 

He  who  gave  the  soul  must  expect  its  most  worthy  tribute.  Its  immortal  tribute  is 
most  worthy  of  Deity,  its  Immortal  Creator. 

All  rational  minds  have  more  or  less  universal  impressions  in  their  souls,  of  God's 
ipirit,  and  are  to  account  for  cherishing  it  in  the  best  possible  manner. 

After  all  said  and  done,  mind  then  does  its  duty. 

The  jewel  of  the  universe  is  soul,  that  polishes  mind,  in  whose  preservation  is  con- 
aeience.     What  a  blessed  re-action ! 

Ilind's  future  hopes  prove  all  its  best  future  responsibility  and  accountability.  What 
can  best  secure  social  and  moral  duties,  but  religion  that  absolutely  requires  immortality 
for  retributive  justice  ? 

But  when  is  reform  needed  ? 

The  people  must  seek  all  that  is  practicable  at  once,  by  all  suitable  frame-work. 

It  is  not  only  for  the  past  we  must  sorrow,  but  must  wisely  act  for  the  future,  during 
rational  existence. 

Illegitimate  pleasures  cause  us  to  miss  more  than  half  of  life's  enjoyments  and 
oomfbrtB. 

How  miserable  is  it  to  find  that  we  cannot  extricate  ourselves  after  the  deed  is  done. 

Innocence  is  a  pure  flower,  a  true  blessing. 

Life  is  a  continual  trial,  therefore  none  are  exempt,  however  situated,  from  an  Intel- 
lectoal,  moral  and  religious  watchfidness,  the  eternal  price  of  a  man's  soul. 

Who  can  dream  of  defeat  on  principles,  and  with  the  migh^  power  of  wHl  ? 

A  future  state  of  the  soul  must  disclose  to  more  perfect  beings,  what  it  has  only  an 
aotieipation  in  this  life. 

If  we  did  not  believe  on  rational  principles  in  the  inunortality  of  the  soul,  then  we 
might  see  the  disastrous  effects  of  self  and  mutual  destruction,  and  a  brutal  degrada- 
tion without  conscientiousness  of  proper  approbation,  nothing  to  hope  for. 

Bat  there  are  many  circumstances  to  be  regarded  in  this  subject. 

However  partial,  peculiar  and  unjust  a  God  the  doctrines  of  election  make  as  miser- 
able libels ;  however  incompetent  the  faith,  if  universal  salvation  is  to  meet  the  case 
0^  pirates,  felons  and  canniMs,  blasphemers,  traitors,  human  tyrants  and  demons,  with- 
out the  most  exact  self-atoning  purification,  still  rational  beings,  cultivating  their  con- 
science, most  feel  acconntable  most  justly  for  the  future,  and  must  hail  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,  mind,  a  position  that  invokes,  conunands  the  practice  of  principles  to 
eonmmne  with  God. 

There  are  many  questions  to  be  adjourned  to  the  tribunal  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
all.  Man  has  no  ability  to  decide  them  satisfactorily.  Time,  the  only  prophet  of  God, 
will  teach  the  wise. 

The  candid  mind  seeks  the  proper  position  in  regard  to  the  soul,  faith,  God,  or  any 
tiling  else. 

It  decides  to  believe  the  only  living  witnesses,  God's  sacred  scriptures,  which  are 
God's  works  of  the  universe.     This  is  God's  book,  teaching  his-  sacred  principles. 

It  cannot  bdieve  man's  fictions,  but  God's  facts. 
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All  others  are  dead,  absent,  ignorant,  perverted,  impostures  deep  and  full. 

Man  is  demoralized  to  adopt,  degraded  to  propagate,  simple  to  rely  on,  and  Ticions  to 
fo]Iow  them. 

Mind  that  is  to  be  immortal  should  not  be  the  stupid  dupe  of  others,  nor  the  rabid  and 
bigoted  partisan,  for  which  it  may  repent. 

Let  mind  look  to  a  right  cultivation  of  mind,  and  its  right  exertions — ^as  the  only 
agent  of  communication  with  creation  and  its  perfect  Author. 

For  the  very  reason  of  our  faith  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  its  accountability 
here  and  hereafter,  we  seek  the  true  way,  and  can  never  yield  the  true  for  the  spurious 
proprietor. 

We  can  adopt  no  other,  whilst  our  mind  is  sound  and  independent,  and  reason  pre- 
vails. 

The  code  of  rational  faith  in  regard  to  the  soul  is  one  to  be  realized  in  the  chastest 
and  profoundest  view  of  its  Author  and  attributes. 

All  the  codes  of  peculiar  faith  fall  miserably  far  short  of  justice  to  truth  in  the  initia- 
tive !     What  must  be  their  position  at  the  conclusion  1 

All  their  references  are  the  stupid  caricatures  of  immatured  ignorance,  gaping  at 
wonders,  miracles,  that  science  and  philosophy  abhor  or  contemn  ! 

From  the  best  rational  ob8er\'ation  of  the  operations  of  this  world,  mind  must  be 
drawn  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion,  and  acknowledge  as  certain  retributive  justice,  ade- 
quate but  rational,  and  reject  volcanoes  and  Vulcans,  hell  and  the  devil. 

Souls  as  immortal  may  traverse  the  universe  to  appreciate  Deity,  and  while  the 
purest  may  enjoy  beatific  spheres  with  inestimable  happiness,  the  impure  may  have  to 
be  purified  at  first  in  more  appropriate  ones. 

A  correct  appreciation  and  improvement  of  religion  will  prevent  the  correlative  sacri- 
fice of  myriads,  who  have  to  expiate  their  sins  by  future  atonement.  Cannot  God  save 
all  mankind  and  bless  them  with  happiness  ?  He  has  made  all  creation  for  the  good  of 
the  greatest  number,  and  that  is  the  whole.  To  do  it  in  the  most  perfect  way,  requires 
immortal  fruition,  especially  as  it  was  gratuitously  created.  God  renders  his  universe 
available  for  good,  and  dispenses,  not  so  much  endless  suffering,  as  a  temporary  purifi- 
cation by  suitable  penalties. 

Where  is  the  limit  to  retributive  justice  ? 

God  alone  knows  ;  its  universal  result  is  for  universal  good.  The  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number  in  God^s  universe  may  embrace  all  rational  beings  in  degree,  con- 
sistently with  God^s  capacity,  and  in  all  respects  with  his  attributes. 

All  past  speculations  that  invade  the  premises  of  God's  attributes  in  the  least,  ought 
to  be  scouted  from  the  face  of  mind  and  truth. 

Beware  how  you  teach  and  innovate  on  God's  attributes,  as  you  may  become  the 
libeller  of  a  Being  perfect  in  truth,  honesty,  goodness,  justice,  mercy,  will,  power  and 
wisdom,  inunutable  and  infinite. 

You  can  plead  no  bibles  of  tradition,  no  priestocracy  for  authority  to  libel  God  or  bis 
attributes. 

What  did  God  create  mind  for  ? 

Not  for  eternal  punishment  and  misery. 

Future  retributive  justice  will  most  certainly  cause  a  separation  of  the  good  from  the 
bad,  else  the  good  could  not  be  in  a  pure  enjoyment,  and  might  sufier  in  contamination 
from  the  bad. 

But  the  bad  may  be  only  relatively  punished ;  God  alone  knows.  The  penalty  of 
conscience  by  remorse,  is  worst  of  all. 

The  ideas  of  mind,  that  is,  the  gift  above  the  gift  of  the  animal,  give  mind  the  most 
•  powerful  reason  to  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  The  Bible  of  Mind  is  the 
safeguard  to  life  and  immortality,  and  carries  in  itself  the  genuine  proofs  of  its  own 
intrinsic  character. 

But  the  Bibles  of  tradition,  the  work  of  absolutism,  in  collusion  against  the  people, 
were  intended  to  deceive  and  delude  the  human  mind  and  nothing  less,  to  cut  it  out  of 
its  own  proper  Bible. 

Under  this  despotism  the  sovereign  people  have  been  punished  as  heretics,  who  were 
purer  and  better  than  their  judges. 

The  body,  the  organ  of  mind,  enters  the  tomb  of  earth  on  death,  but  the  soul  or  mind 
passes  to  judgment  and  due  appreciation.  Then  comes  the  value  of  its  capacity  or  phi- 
losophy in  resisting  all  the  various  phases  of  temptation,  all  the  improper  influence  of 
wealth,  the  delusions  of  vice,  the  fascinations  of  sm,  in  having  looked  properly  to  itself. 

Well  may  it  have  been  if  the  party  concerned,  the  soul,  may  have  never  appreciated 
any  scripture  but  God's  book  of  the  Universe,  caring  to  hear,  learn  or  read  no  other 
than  what  is  rational.    The  soul  then  hajB  considercMi  all  others  as  matters  of  contin- 
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^en^T,  Yinvorthy  its  regard,  not  permissible  in  a  vital  and  essential  matter  that  requires 
certain  proof  of  all  points  affecting  euch  important  rights. 

The  sottl  requires  all  things  to  be  put  on  the  broad  platform  of  principles,  and  no 
contingency* 

The  right  action  of  mind  alone  constitutes  accountability  and  responsibility  of 
mind. 

Mind,  that  is  tfie  agent  of  the  soul  and  body  on  this  earth,  cannot  embrace  correct 
principles,  without  an  education  appropriate,  which  is  a  matter  of  necessity. 

What  do  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  know  or  care  for  the  correct  analysis  of  mind, 
as  long  as  they  can  secure  the  profits  of  self-interest  in  its  circumscribed  views  ? 

A  ^adual  amelioration  may  bring  out  safely  all  the  souls  of  existence,  as  a  proper 
retrilwtive  justice  may  leave  the  inunortal  soul  to  its  capabilities  and  the  ultimate  attain- 
ment of  the  intention  of  its  creation,  the  elaboration  of  the  mighty  theatre  of  its  useful- 
ness and  sublime  existence. 

The  end  and  means  of  this  life,  is  to  liberalise  man^s  soul.  Many  are  so  contracted, 
that  they  seem  hardly  to  have  a  soul. 

This  world  is  not  the  permanent  abode  of  mind,  that  else  had  been  matured  on  brighter 
auspices. 

Why  should  there  be  a  re-union  of  soul  and  body,  at  any  final  judgment  day  ?  All 
this  seems  the  height  of  absurdity. 

The  soul  here  is  mind  embodied,  elsewhere  its  organization  appropriately  suits  appro* 
priate  existence.     The  final  judgment  day  is  still  more  absurd,  as  that  is  conunanded 
by  retributive  justice  more  promptly  and  wisely. 
'.A  previous  suffering  and  purification  are  instituted,  under  retributive  justice. 

Why  should  the  soul,  after  leaving  ^e  body,  not  meet  immediately  appropriate  final 
judgment  ? 

Why  should  there  be  any  interpiediate  state,  except  by  peculiar  faith  doctrine,  that 
seeks  to  be  benefited  ?  Why  t<^o  judgments,  when  one  can  meet  all  the  exactions  of 
justice  much  better  ?  Any  otl>er  assignment  of  the  soul  implies  that  God  is  imbecile 
and  unfit  for  his  measures,  a;id  reflects  on  the  puerility  of  those  that  dream  in  this  way. 
How  long  shall  peculiar  faith  Ubel  God,  in  all  his  departments  ? 

It  will  be,  until  the  mind  of  science  disperses  all  the  fogs  of  her  ignorance. 

No  doubt  aU  souls  fading  it,  are  purified  progressively  by  penalties. 

God,  according  tofiis  attribute  of  mercy,  that  shines  most  brilliantly,  irradiated  by  his 
supreme  intelligence,  cannot  seek  the  mere  punishment  of  this  world^s  people,  so  much 
as  to  purify  thei«  for  reception  of  future  and  permanent  happiness. 

AU  must  be  purified,  to  reach  the  pure  God,  whose  central  residence  is  fortified  by 
perfect  purity. 

But  hov  deplorable  is  peculiar  faith,  fanatical  and  bigoted,  that  creates  the  worst  fea- 
tures of  Hs  creation,  to  exclude  God's  creation  from  the  fairest  portions?  It  deals  in 
currency  so  belittled,  that  mind  revolts  at  its  disgusting  pictures. 

Mental  and  physical  retribution,  must  be  paid  by  all  created  rational  beings. 

All  good  and  true  citizens  are  interested  most  deeply,  to  rectify  religious  faith  pro> 
l»rly,  and  divest  it  particularly  of  superstition  and  man-worship. 

Its  benefits  will  be  estimated,  when  we  see  it  is  the  most  difficult  matter  for  rightly 
educated  minds  duly  cultivated  and  c<Hifirmed,  to  get  their  own  consent  to  improper 
actions. 

The  evil-fund  must  be  met  by  the  mind-fund,  that  joy  may  be  more  substantial  and 
misery  less  permanent. 

The  capacity  of  the  faculties  of  the  soul  for  ultunate  perfection  by  the  progress 
through  the  Universe,  demands  as  a  prerequisite  its  immortality. 

Its  character  for  perfection  is  indispensably  fixed,  at  its  advancement  to  the  centre  of 
perfection,  the  abode  of  Deity  himself. 

Who  is  recompensed  on  this  earth  for  his  duty  and  toil,  slaving  labor  to  man,  but  for 
reciprocal  good  and  benefit  in  this  world,  as  absolutely  essential  as  keeping  each  sphere 
of  the  Universe  in  its  respective  orbit  ? 

The  hope  of  fiiture  reward  in  another  state,  is  an  invaluable  recompense.  Nothing 
short  of  God  can  satisfy  an  immortal  mind,  certainly  not  this  earth  nor  all  its  treasures. 
The  day  of  judgment  should  be  every  moment  in  nund,  reflecting  on  itself. 

Absence  from  God's  abode  that  is  in  sight,  or  banishment  and  exclusion  from  seen 
eztatic  enjoyments  of  the  blessed,  would  be  the  severest  punishment  inflicted,  but  all 
this  might  comport  with  the  low  views  of  a  vindictive  priestocracy,  while  the  enlight- 
ened mind  aspires  to  see  the  greatest  good  to  the  whole,  and  all  practicable  opportuni* 
ties  afforded  erring  and  polluted  souls  to  ultimately  attain  their  best  position  through  all 
necessary  purifications. 
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The  soul  has  to  seek  sincerely  the  highest  attainable  position,  when  it  believes  that 
aU  such  abide  in  its  appropriate  sphere  permanently  and  substantially. 

The  immortality  of  the  soul  is  a  thing  of  paramount  intt'rest  to  mind,  that  only  begins 
its  lessons  on  this  earth.  How  can  it  expect  less  1  It  is  mind  that  recognised  crea- 
tion, and  appreciates  all  practicable,  in  the  age  of  its  existence. 

Enlarged  in  its  capacity,  receiving  purer  and  superior  accessions  of  organizations,  as 
it  progresses  in  eternity,  it  approaches  still  nearer  its  adorable  Creator. 
The  soul  may  be  purified  to  the  subtlest  point,  still  it  is  defined  by  specification. 
It  honors  nature,  and  thereby  honors  the  Creator,  the  God  of  Nature,  who  honors  it 
most  by  most  honorable  immortality,  a  justice  that  honors  both. 

What  constitutes  the  mighty  adoration  of  intelligence,  the  difiference  between  the 
animal  and  man,  between  matter  and  mind  ? 

Souls  in  the  advance  and  progress  of  their  improvement  have  congenial  spheres,  and 
a  proper  comprehension  of  their  duty  and  the  penalty. 

What  can  be  the  proper  position  of  the  soul,  short  of  immortality  ?  It  is  our  sincere 
belief  and  wish,  that  the  soul  be  considered  immortal.  It  is  too  short  a  time  on  earth 
to  perform  its  fiinctions ;  nothing  less  than  eternity  will  answer  or  pennit  their  matnrity. 
An  earthly  sphere  alone,  cannot  do  justice  to  the  soul-problem. 

But  the  soul  exists,  and  can  the  soul  be  annihilated  ?  Is  it  less  than  the  thinking: 
principle  ?  The  soul  is  identified  with  eternal  principles.  Is  the  soul  immortal  ?  Who 
IS  not  anxious,  to  receive  demonstrative  proof  thereof? 

It  was  made  to  little  purpose,  if  mortal,  to  breathe  a  miserable  existence  short  of 
immortal  happiness.     Could  the  Creator  creaAe  an  anomaly  to  himself? 

One  of  its  clearest  defined  positions,  is  all  splf.improvement  on  earth  to  its  noblest 
elevation,  and  then  all  will  be  on  the  safest  position  for  the  future. 

If  all  mortals  should  avoid  giving  unnecessary  p^in  to  brute,  much  less  to  human 
beings,  extend  sympathy  to  all  suffering,  and  humanyy  to  the  reallj  needy,  how  much 
more  will  the  God  of  nature  do  justice  to  mind-creafion  1  Religion  is  due  between 
mind  and  its  God,  immortality  and  happiness  are  due  betveen  God  and  the  soul. 

Irreligion  and  inmiorality  may  prevail  on  this  very  point>  that  may  make  life  wofuUy 
and  decidedly  unsafe  and  miserable,  if  there  were  no  belief  i^f  the  soul's  immortality, 
and  no  future  state  for  its  accountability  and  responsibility. 

The  present  question  demands  facts,  not  mere  vague  speculttions,  as  in  bibles  of 
traditions.  All  thin^  are  made  subservient  to  mind,  that  must  btto  its  Creator  who 
has  regulated  the  universe  right.     Let  mind  do  its  duty. 

This  sphere  is  too  contracted  for  its  display.  The  soul  leaves  thh  theatre,  ere  it 
has  accomplished  its  important  mission.  The  body  is  only  subservient  \i«  the  mind  on 
this  sphere,  and  all  creation  is  subservient  to  them,  in  a  measure. 

Mind  is  created  for  best  and  most  efficient  purposes,  as  the  noblest  work  of  Deity. 
It  would  fall  short  of  all  that,  if  mortal.  What  is  the  tiieatre  for  the  souPs  functions  ? 
Must  it  be  confined  forever,  to  the  earth  ?    Can  it  then  reach  the  universe  ? 

Does  the  soul  have  any  reference  to  any  appreciation  of  the  universe  ?  Did  it  not, 
it  could  not  appreciate  the  noblest  qualities  of  the  Divine  Creator. 

Mind  is  the  divine  gift  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  order,  system,  law  and  principlei, 
are  its  theatre. 

This  world  is  to  be  made  a  blessing  by  mind,  that  is,  to  embrace  by  philosophical 
science  all  that  civilization  can  expect.  We  adopt  the  immortal  existence  of  the  soul, 
as  most  just  to  creation  of  mind.  Why  is  there  virtue,  if  the  soul  be  not  immortal  1 
For  social  good  only  ?  That  is  but  a  partial  comprehension  of  the  God-gift.  To  com- 
prehend less  than  the  immortality  of  tne  soul,  brutalizes  mind,  and  blasphemes  God. 
Creation  was  no  soulless  enterprise  in  the  matured  elaboration.  Be  the  classification 
of  souls  what  it  may  of  future  existence,  the  divine  arrangement  cannot  be  less  com- 
prehensive of  all  the  universe,  to  which  mind  is  an  immortal  ornament  and  blessing. 

Has  the  mind  the  soul  to  appreciate  the  character  and  attributes  of  Deity  ?  Then  it 
has  to  traverse  the  universe  to  do  so,  and  must  be  immortal  to  meet  this  exhanstlcss 
subject  that  spreads  to  infinity  as  regards  mind,  the  embodied  soul,  but  not  as  to  God. 
See  the  aspiration  of  the  soul  or  mind,  never  ceasing  after  happiness. 
This  world  is  not  an  adequate  theatre.  But  it  is  claimed  that  the  immortality  of  the 
soul  can  be  proved  by  the  bibles  of  tradition.  Of  course  if  it  can,  it  will  be  a  rational 
proof,  and  no  other,  and  this  is  the  category  of  all  such  bibles*  proofs,  as  far  as  they 
nave  any  to  be  relied  on. 

Fortunately  those  books  are  not  proveable,  and  therefore  they  are  necessarily 
discarded* 

Prove  any  bible  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and  all  the  rest  follows.  If  such  be  not 
proved,  it  is  the  most  felonious  imposition,  because  it  involves  bksphemy,  hypocrisy 
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and  peijiiiy.  Of  eaorse  all  that  pretends  to  be  bible-proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul, 
is  only  an  assertion,  not  proof,  valid  in  the  court  of  conscience.  Queer  book,  that,  that 
robs  mind  to  prove  the  soul  immortal. 

You  see  your  soul  towers  above  animals,  in  having  a  higher  and  exclusive  order  and 
giA  of  organs. 

Now  are  you  the  brute,  that  you  are  going  to  place  it  in  jeopardy  ?  Is  your  sonl 
brutal,  that  ft  is  to  be  annihilated  ?  Can  the  thinking  principle  be  annihilated  ?  Have 
TOO  forfeited  by  your  extreme  brutal  crimes,  all  rightful  claims  to  any  immortal  feUcity  % 

Is  your  soul  of  so  little  account  that  it  should  perish  ?  The  best  reward  of  the  soul 
ID  a  future  dispensation  that  sanctifies  its  mighty  character,  and  vindicates  for  all  merits 
and  demerits. 

Whai  is  the  world  seen  through  the  mere  position  of  sordid  interests,  the  grovelling 
of  corporeal  actions,  unconnected  with  the  noble  connection,  the  mind,  the  soul  ? 

All  that  is  presented,  is  not  above  the  mere  animal  nature.  But  let  the  true  charac- 
ter of  man,  as  mind  imbued  with  the  highest  principles  that  rational  education  presents 
Imn,  and  the  whole  is  embraced  in  truth  and  reason. 

We  must  respect  and  analyze  the  noble  defences  of  patriotism,  the  pure  acts  of  be- 
nevolence, the  personal  risks  of  soldiers,  sailOrs,  mariners,  firemen,  and  all  such,  the 
uaiveisal  sympathy  of  nature,  the  worthy  responses  of  the  soul  through  the  best 
tributes  of  the  human  family,  and  acknowledge  that  it  quits  its  animal  connections,  to 
be  allied  to  purer  essences.  The  noblest  deeds  of  man,  reflect  the  sublimest  impulses 
of  the  soul.  If  it  was  created  for  the  perfection  of  the  Creator's  glory,  surely  its 
terrestrial  initiative  cannot  give  it  by  any  means.  Who  so  low  as  to  believe  that  mind 
was  created  merely  for  animal  purposes  ? 

The  idea  is  grovelling,  low  and  vulgar  indeed.  Can  low  actions  suit  the  soul  in  its 
individual  or  social  relations  ?  Individualize  the  soul  all  you  can,  socialize  it  all  that  is 
practicable,  still  of  all  feelings  in  their  various  vicissitudes,  those  of  principle  are  they 
that  delight  the  soul  permanently.  The  fountain  source  is  the  Almighty.  Rational 
keinffs  must  consider  maturely  how  much  is  perishing  matter,  in  this  sphere  of  existence. 

^  hat  is  the  soul,  material  or  immaterial  ?  How  can  it  be  the  last  ?  Souls  may  be 
put  back,  but  the  worst  is  that  souls  put  themselves  back,  in  the  immortal  race.  Now 
yoor  nnnd  was  put  in  the  right  way  by  God,  will  you  go  to  the  perverted  ways  of 
man  ?  Will  you  permit  priestocracies  tamper  with  your  immortal  souls  ?  WUl  you 
act  unworthy  of  mind  ?  But  what  is  mind  ?  Is  it  tne  effect  of  electricity  on  mental 
organization  ?  Electricity  is  the  atmosphere  of  mind,  whereby  it  reaches  the  universe. 
Electricity  is  one  of  the  grand  agents  of  the  universe.  Soul  is  more,  far  beyond  all 
ftQch.  The  «oul  passes  through  a  series  of  purifications.  Man,  who  is  nothing  less 
than  soul  embodied,  was  created  by  God  for  the  most  comprehensive  purpose  commen- 
sarate  with  his  unit  attributes.  That  most  comprehensive  character,  is  immortal 
felicity.  The  more  imbecile  soul  is  longer  at  arriving  at  perfection.  But  how  is  it 
with  tiiose  souls  that,  like  fruit,  may  rot  ere  matured  perfection  ? 

Has  God  created  a  soul  in  vain  ?  Shall  a  mortal  grant  general  amnesties,  and  not 
the  Creator,  who  must  love  his  creation  !  God  the  creator,  must  delight  in  his  own 
works  to  the  intensest  affection  that  declares  immortality  of  the  best.  God  would  have 
created  man  lower  than  the  brutes,  to  have  given  him  mind  capable  of  inunortal  deeds, 
and  yet  incapable  of  immortal  fruition. 

Vast  must  be  the  difference  correspondent  to  individual  quality,  in  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  each  soul.  W^hile  that  of  a  Washington  may  be  countless  degrees  above 
the  Neroes  and  Caligulas,  his  soul  may  have  to  traverse  a  vast  number  of  spheres,  to 
reach  the  centre  of  purity.  The  materialist  may  speculate  upon  the  excitement  on  the 
mental  organs,  by  electricity,  yet  the  power  to  create  and  originate  thought,  bespeaks  a 
supremacy  to  gross  materialisnL  There  is  no  time  in  the  soul's  existence  that  it  ceases 
to  go  on  forever,  if  it  do  not  impede  its  own  progress.  It  must  pass  by  reason  of  the 
change  of  death,  to  its  immediate  functions.  Death  is  a  mighty  change  in  this  world, 
and  a  veil  thai  separates  soub  from  embodied  beings  living  on  earth,  is  more  or  less  a 
purification  and  preparation  expedient  for  nobler  operations.  Wliile  on  earth,  we  must 
ulk  of  rational  operations.  Mind  accompanies  soul.  The  old  idea  is  exploded,  of 
soul  returning  to  its  last  dust ;  no,  it  passes  on  to  other  spheres  of  existence.  What 
can  cause  the  idea  of  happiness?  The  soul-world  residence  in  the  centre  of 
purity,  must  furnish  a  supreme  state  of  happiness  of  course,  where  roust  be  perpetual 
and  perfect  peace.  What  an  idea  of  spirits  remaining  in  the  air,  because  some  of  the 
foolish  ancients  considered  the  heaven,  the  heaved-up,  their  place  of  abode. 

Shall  God  exalt  the  stars  of  the  universe,  and  not  exaJt  thy  soul  ?  Shall  be  deck 
them  in  all  their  perpetual  glory,  and  not  invest  thy  soul,  his  greatest  work,  with  all  the 
noblest  of  his  treasures  ?    The  great  problem  of  tlie  soul  never  was  properly  vindicated 
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nor  verified,  till  mind  was  untrammeled  from  all  the  dynasties  of  malign  influences,  iracs 
xiiade  a  proper  free  agent,  by  having  the  only  comprehensive  means,  rational  education 
of  botli  sexes.  But  why  so  concenied  about  your  soul  peculiarly  ?  All  else  except  the 
necessary  cultivation  of  intellect  and  practice  by  the  best  actions  in  religion,  are  mere 
priestocracy  suggestions.  These  stupid  bigots  must  advance  with  mental  science,  to 
correct  themselves.  Who  could  promise  himself  much  in  correcting  bigots  ?  Who 
originated  the  soul  but  he  who  provides  for  its  immortality,  as  well  as  all  the  time  with 
superabundant  grace,  that  scouts  messiahs  as  impracticable,  merely  local  ?  All  this 
shows  the  God  of  nature,  of  creation.  What  botches  are  the  priestocracies,  to  assnmo 
any  of  mind^s,  much  less  God^s  prerogatives !  There  can  be  no  unmerciful  punishment, 
much  less  excessive  or  eternal. 

The  followers  of  all  peculiar  faith  will  find  themselves  most  awfully  mistaken  at  a 
certain  time  ;  as  delinquents,  they  cannot  go  into  the  pure  residence  of  Ahnighty  God 
without  their  titles  are  exclusively  prepared  by  him.  God  can  put  the  mind  to  a  better 
use  than  to  unmerciful  punishment.  Can  jou  analyze  the  nature  of  relations  in  this 
world,  and  the  universe  1  You  must  rely  m  due  humility  and  confidence  on  Almighty 
God,  who  provides  therefor.  Mind  is  the  gem  brilliant  of  creation,  and  proves  by  its 
supremacy  its  immortality.  It  has  just  begun  to  devdope  its  energies  and  assert  its 
triumphs. 

But  what  is  certainly  known  of  the  soul  ?  Nothing  on  this  earth,  by  any  peculiar 
system.     The  only  best  earnest  is  provided  by  its  almighty  Creator,  providence. 

The  soul,  in  state  of  purer  organization,  goes  on  through  purification.  .Time  is  the 
ffreat  function  of  mind  and  life  ;  eternity  is  the  great  function  of  soul  and  inunortality . 
Whence  came  mind,  or  soul  1 

Surely  it  is  as  easy  for  the  God  of  nature  to  create  its  organizations  of  investment 
anew,  appropriate  for  its  sphere.  The  God  of  the  universe  has  provided  for  the  soul^s 
future  position.  The  mature  development  of  Divine  Wisdom  is  best  attained  by  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  that  is  part  of  its  function,  its  best  function. 

Death  is  the  mighty  change  of  mortal  man,  to  free  his  immortal  part,  jb  the  purifica- 
tion for  other  scenes  of  existence  more  or  less  happy  than  this. 

Because  the  rational  mind  is  endowed  with  faculty  of  rational  religion  that  binds  the 
soul  to  God,  it  is  endowed  with  immortality  that  refers  to  the  immortal  and  total  duties 
due  to  God.  Religion  only  commences  on  this  sphere  of  action,  and  is  incomplete  as 
its  performance  is  incomplete  of  immortal  action.  The  functions  of  the  soul  are  to 
carry  out  this  essential  whole  duty  to  God,  and  that  is  always,  forever.  If  the  soul  be 
deprived  of  its  immortal  existence,  God  is  necessarily  deprived  of  his  appropriate  whole 
soul-adoration.  Mind  has  a  conscious  existence.  The  very  idea  of  free  agency  implies 
ability  of  diverse  actions,  and  for  the  most  comprehensive  purpose,  no  less  then  than  the 
universe  and  to  all  eternity.  The  mind  has  inherent  motion,  and  a  living  power.  WTiat 
is  the  mind  and  functions,  the  soul  ? 

The  soul,  however  subtle  its  organization,  must  be  respected  as  organized,  subli- 
mated existence.  The  elements  are  of  organization,  however  subtle.  We  must  follow 
truth  and  nature,  not  blind  custom,  nor  faith  that  is  absurd  credulity. 

This  position  does  not  involve  any  of  the  points  of  gross  materialism.  The  Creator 
can  even  renew  that  soul  in  a  far  more  glorious  and  exalted  organization,  of  the  loAiesc 
intelligence. 

The  soul  is  the  immortal  part  most  sincerely  helieved  in,  the  most  refined  organic 
zation. 

Should  we  take  a  partial,  that  would  be  an  unsafe  view  for  the  full  comprehension  of 
the  right  estimation  of  this  whole  subject  ?  In  future  existence,  the  soul  may  appre- 
ciate Deity's  magnificence — here  it  cannot.  Brutes  have  an  electrical,  men  have  an 
immortal  soul.  Man's  body  goes  to  its  original  earthly  element?,  the  soul  or  mind  goes 
to  its  immortal  elements. 

What  is  the  soul  of  itself  nearest  to  ?    A  God-like  existence. 

God  having  created  us  of  his  pleasure  and  supreme  wisdom,  doubtless  will  se^e  an<i 
eause  our  souls  to  be  cared  for  most  effectuaHy,  by  his  own  universal  attributes  ;  less* 
than  that,  cannot  touch  the  subject  or  question.  The  soul-machinery  of  the  world  is 
moved  by  God. 

As  all  rational  beings  are  created  for  some  highest  purpose,  and  that  could  not  be 
limited  to  this  earth,  but  must  be  carried  to  the  fullest  capacity  of  a  universal  theatre, 
of  course  the  Creator  endowed  mind  with  the  freest  rational  exercise  of  its  functions. 
The  best  souls  reach  the  centre  of  creation's  purity  soonest. 

The  least  good  are  doubtless  longer  rea^ching  such  purity,  and  pay  proportional** 
penalties.  God  can  purify  by  the  functions  that  arc  expedient.  Death,  tlie  mighty 
ohaBger,  is  one»  the  law  of  our  nature. 
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This  is  the  sphere  of  our  probation ;  other  spheres  are  those  of  retribution  and 
recompense,  or  where  the  triumph  of  immortality  abides.  The  mighty  attributes  of 
mind,  came  from  the  President  of  nature,  of  mind. 

Which  can  take  care. of  a  man^s  soul,  his  own  cultivated  mind  taught  to  comprehend 
by  exact  knowledge  its  duties,  itself  the  God-given  guardian,  or  the  self-given  prirst- 
ocraey,  who  may  be  by  contingency  also  ignorant,  depraved,  corrupt,  self-interested, 
and  of  no  account  as  they  have  no  such  functions. 

The  world  may  constitute  a  guardian  of  mind  as  it  is,  but  it  can  only  be  by  princi- 
ples, and  so  most  be  estimated  all  its  citizens,  else  they  are  positively  impostors. 

Mind  has  to  ever  regard  the  final  great  exaltation,  the  access  to  the  great  central 
sphere  of  purity  and  perfection.  The  highest  means  of  most  happiness  as  of  right 
and  merit  to  man  would  be,  the  certain  endowment  of  immortal  existence,  an  immortal 
soul. 

To  secure  this  haj^iness  aright,  he  must  secure  by  the  very  best  means  of  virtuous 
and  religious  character  compatible. 

God,  the  creator  of  the  immortal  soul,  had  the  sublime  conception  and  power  to  carry 
it  out. 

In  what  does  man  excel  all  the  beasts  ?  By  an  organization  of  mind  that  becomes 
soul  appreciating  God,  endowed  with  religious  faculties. 

These  are  life-problems,  the  solution  of  which,  is  in  the  best  life-actions,  thus  to 
resolve  what  is  the  living  principle,  the  immortal  principle,  &c.  We  have  to  defer  to 
God,  and  there  our  humility  is  perfect.  This  is  something  that  is  an  adjourned  ques- 
tion. Are  you  prepared  to  solve  the  whole  problem?  Are  you  ready,  is  your  mind 
embellished  enou^  for  the  future  conference  ?  The  present  life  only  serves  for  intro- 
(iartion  t4>  the  next.  Individuals  can  define  their  own  introduction.  Shall  the  acts  of 
mind  live,  and  not  the  substance  ?  Mind  conceives  immortal  principles,  which  animals 
do  not  know.  Shall  mind  become  extinct,  when  principles  live  ?  Shall  the  inferior 
nirvive  the  superior  1  The  soul  is  in  ever  constant  advancement  from  one  desire  grati- 
fied to  another,  the  end  the  means,  having  unlimited  enjoyment,  and  capacity  progress- 
ive for  that  enjoyment. 

How  ignorant  must  peculiar  biWe-writers  be,  to  prate  nonsensically  about  idle  mat- 
ters, being  estopped  about  the  God  of  the  universe,  they  have  only  their  own  peculiar 
province  to  enjoy  and  that  not  possibly  to  be  proved.  The  God  of  the  universe  rule.s 
wit  all  peculiar  gods.  We  do  not  believe  in  any  such  confined  place  as  purgatory,  much 
Ie?4  hell,  the  chimeras,  idle  dreams  of  visionary  monks  and  priests.  The  holy  centre  is 
for  independent  soul-existence,  to  progress  in  all  compatablc  enjoyments.  Mind  em- 
bodied, is  inquiring  and  analytic,  but  is  not  capable  as  soul-organization  of  enlarging  in 
its  intellectual  capacity.  Ifere  we  are  confined  to  five  senses,  but  how  constituted  and 
exalted,  soul  has  to  realize  to  solve  by  future  data.  Unless  you  give  mind  its  inherent 
worth,  you  cannot  give  soul  its  consummate  felicity.  It  is  the  pricstocracy  that  assail 
its  dignity,  and  detract  from  its  worth. 

This  is  only  a  mediate  theatre  for  a'  nobler  existence,  for  the  embellishment  of  mind 
and  improvement  of  soul. 

The  souPs  work  is  self-purification  on  the  merits,  continued  grace  of  its  Creator,  who 
left  it  his  impressions,  creation's  birth-right ;  and  who  supports*  it  in  all  its  future 
projfress.     Let  no  counterfeits  or  pretenders  step  between  them. 

The  soul  seeks  the  greatest  degree  of  happiness  attainable,  of  which  nothing  is  made 
in  vain. 

God's  goodness,  intelligence  and  power  vest  the  plan  of  salvation  with  himself  and  self 
free  practicable  agency  of  mind.  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  vest  it  elsewhere.  W^e  feel 
satisfied  and  gratified  that  we  came  to  know  tlie  right  analysis  of  this  subject. 

God  cannot  in  justice  eternally  punish  a  human  being  for  effects  of  his  weakness. 
Eternal  punishment  cannot  be  for  temporal  crimes.  The  soul  only  begins  to  blossom,  to 
bf»  something  on  this  sphere,  hardly  getting  the  elements  of  its  start,  much  less  of  its 
height  of  progress,  and  has  to  mature  in  other  spheres.  If  this  were  a  perfect  sphere, 
where  no  vice  or  misery  existed,  then  all  had  been  right ;  but  free  agency,  under  the 
eiicinDstances  of  creation,  and  a  suitable  physical  state,  evidently  not  suited  to  perpetual 
happiness,  declare  that  a  future  blessing  is  in  the  last  great  change  of  man  through 
death,  which  is  to  transport  the  disembodied  soul  hence. 

There  cannot  be  any  enjoyment  of  equal  felicity  by  the  good  and  the  bad  encicled  in 
the  same  sphere  of  soul-existence.  The  mind  progresses  in  soul  and  self-purification, 
and  its  future  state  is  best  adapted  for  that  progression.  The  universe  is  open  for  that 
purpose,  and  the  result  can  only  be  verified  by  the  individual  organization. 

There  is  no  need  then  of  encircling  this  mixture,  when  the  universe  is  exhaustless. 
A  future  existence  looks  most  rational,  through  the  facts  presented  of  the  Great  First 
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Cause.  Can  less  be  expected  by  rational  minds  ?  But  the  noise  about  the  soul  is  the 
effect  for  the  profit  which  is  considered  by  too  many  as  temporal.  You  need  not  find 
fault,  when  there  is  so  much  to  amend.  The  Creator  must  have  guaranteed  the  soulV 
highest  interest,  and  that  is  nothing  less  than  the  universe.  This  earth  cannot  satisfy 
the  mind,  the  soul ;  it  cannot  giye,  it  was  not  arranged  for  immortal  felicity.  The 
greatest  comprehension  is  that  by  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  to  reach  which  the  para- 
mount questions  of  the  world  must  be  considered. 

That  the  soul  is  capable  of  existence  in  future,  and  not  formed  in  vain,  as  resulting 
from  its  creation,  it  must  be  formed  to  sustain  that  existence  in  all  its  richest  and  glo- 
rious beauties  and  enjoyment.  The  more  we  appreciate  God  the  Creator  the  more  we 
love  him,  and  the  inmiortality  of  the  soul,  and  its  eternal  happiness,  must  promote  that 
in  perfection. 

The  best  earthly  position  of  the  soul  only  presents  a  dissatisfied  gratification,  a  result- 
ing inquietude.  It  has  to  solve  a  universe  problem,  and  nothing  short  of  it  will  answer. 
But^do  we  mean  absorption  of  the  soul  to  God  when  it  reaches  his  holy  presence  ?  By  no 
means,  when  each  has  distinct  individuality,  having  separate  and  distinct  functions  to  go 
on-  to  eternity  to  solve  the  eternal  problem,  with  expansive  intellectual  progress,  morally 
and  religiously,  to  enjoy  happiness,  to  gratify  the  expansive  goodness  of  the  Creator, 
who  has  created  an  infinite  variety  of  spheres  or  orbs  for  intellectual  residents.  How 
shall  the  soul  possess  such  locomotion  1  How  came  it  to  be  created  on  this  spheroid  ? 
The  Almighty  intellect  that  placed  it  here  can  remove  it  to  its  appropriate  place. 

There  are  universe  agents,  as  electricity,  light,  gravitation  of  systems,  and  principles 
that  move  the  universe.     That  is  a  minor  question. 

Neither  can  we  enjoy  perpetual  happiness  on  this  spheroid,  nor  appreciate,  with  our 
present  intellectual  organs.  God  is  an  immortal  being,  and  has  endowed  man  as  the 
best  of  this  universe,  with  an  immortal  soul,  for  tlie  noUest  object  of  creation.  This  is 
sustained  by  conscience,  that  proves  the  soul.  Animal  life  attains  the  extreme  of  its 
capacity  in  this  life  and  world,  while  the  mind  only  begins  its  rudiments  on  this  earth, 
its  sphere  is  in  the  future,  as  nothing  is  made  in  vain.  It  is  rational  to  believe  that 
mind  needs  much  of  data  that  it  cannot  ever  get  in  this  life.  The  future  must  he  for  it. 
The  immortality  of  the  soul  does  not  depend  on  the  supposed  proof  of  the  authentici^ 
of  the  scriptures.  That  is  an  independent  question,  that  refers  directly  to  God.  It  is 
desirable  to  have  all  proved  that  has  a  bearing  on  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  to  have 
admission  as  the  fixed  purpose  of  ethics.  What  is  the  human  body  worth  without  the 
soul,  the  thinking  part  ? 

Legitimate  death  is  the  great  solvent  to  lifers  miseries,  and  procurer  of  future  bless- 
ings. It  is  a  glorious  change,  most  wisely  instituted  by  the  Creator,  to  consummate 
supreme  happiness  of  man.  It  should  be  brought  about  in  the  right  way.  No  mortal 
can  escape  it.  What  will  not  retributive  justice  bestow  on  the  murderer  ?  What  for- 
bids his  sustaining  all  the  penalties  of  the  murdered,  that  is  deprived  of  future  best 
changes  ?  The  systems  of  rewards  and  retributive  justice,  compatible  with  the  circum- 
stances of  creation,  are,  doubtless,  the  soul^s  state.  Death,  with  mortality,  would  be  a 
bitter  scene  for  the  gifted  and  virtuous  mind. 

Each  soul  must  discuss  both  sides  of  the  question.  But  who  will  not  look  upon  any 
dogmatist  as  a  monster  worse  than  Satan  or  Belial — character  as  pretended,  to  oppose 
such  a  principle  ?  Who  can  explain  the  connection  of  mind  to  man  ?  Is  it  material  1 
Is  it  a  part  of  God  ?  Pantheism  may  speculate,  but  we  conceive  of  an  efficient  exist- 
ence, the  subtlest  organization  created. 

The  soul  has  conscience,  its  sacred  function,  and  reason  to  lead  it  to  truth,  proving  it 
an  element,  a  distinct  though  complex  individuality.  At  death,  the  immortal  part  reverts 
to  the  decrees  of  God.  But  how  about  the  proper  distribution  of  the  soul  1  That  is 
God^s  business,  not  man's.  God  could  at  once  renovate  after  death,  as  at  first  he  creates 
its  investing  organization.  Mind  ia  ever  inquiring,  never  satisfied  short  of  immortality, 
as  identified  with  the  universe. 

The  mind^s  mission  cannot  be  short  of  the  universe  problem.  Mind  in  the  world  is 
like  a  diamond  set  in  a  large  casket.  Antoninus  says,  that  **  the  faculty  of  the  genera- 
tive vitality  is  the  eternizing  principle.''  But  this  will  not  meet  mind,  an  individual 
element.     To  elevate,  not  crush,  is  the  attribute  of  Deity,  who  formed  nothing  in  vain. 

God  created  the  soul  without  its  concurrence,  having  done  so  for  its  best  good.  Surely 
to  confine  it  in  endless  punishment  does  not  accomplish  the  wisest,  most  humane,  or 
just  purpose.  The  soul's  creation  was  for  the  best  available  capacity.  One  sphere  will 
not  answer — the  best,  because  necessarily  essential,  is  the  universe. 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  state  of  that  soul  that  feels  and  knows  it  is  doomed  to 
some  adequate,  not  perpetual  punishment  ?  What  are  all  the  world's  treasures  com- 
pared to  a  mind's  innocence  1 
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What  is  heaTier  than  a  souI^b  guilt? 

Why  do  we  live  on  this  earth  ?  To  give  our  souls  the  proper  culture ;  otherwise, 
^is  theatre  would  be  a  blank.  The  mighty  problem  of  this  hfe  is  more  than  world- 
wide, as  great  as  that  is  to  give  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  This  is  in 
abeyance  to  mind,  soul,  virtue,  religion,  happiness.  What  is  thought,  but  proof  of  mind 
and  soul  ?  It  is  the  thinking  part,  that  looks  to  immortality,  and  proves  the  superlative 
magnanimity  and  munificence  of  the  Almighty  Creator. 

A  belief  of  future  rewards  and  punishments  is  essential  to  the  best  earthly  position, 
the  best  security  for  mind's  best  appreciative  action. 

The  soul  or  mind  is  created  in  vain  if  the  soul  be  not  immortal.  All  of  tlie  earth 
wooJd  be  animal,  and  that  adds  no  glory  to  God. 

We  shall  have  the  real  optimism  only  in  another  state  of  existence.  Brutes  think. 
They  have  memory,  and  that  is  part  of  mind,  though  animal.  Brutes  cannot  be  free 
agents,  and  cannot  be  held  responsible  therefor.  If  man  be  of  any  account,  he  has  a 
soul  that  looks  to  more  than  animal,  and  more  than  animaPs  sphere. 

How  do  you  appreciate  the  soul  is  immortal  ?  I  believe  Uiat  the  proof  is  incontro- 
vertible that  it  is  immortal,  because  I  believe  most  positively  in  tlie  perfect  justice  of 
God  the  Creator,  who  certainly  exists  with  pure  attributes.  He  created  the  soul  of  his 
will,  and  will  do  it  justice,  which  can  only  be  done  in  the  solution  of  the  universe,  not 
one  world-problem.  A  rational  being  does  a  bad  act  here,  is  only  partially  punished, 
therefore  retributive  justice  meets  him  in  another  sphere. 

Many  have  comparative  misery  here,  and  can  only  look  for  reward  elsewhere.  To 
merely  stop  here  would  be  most  imperfect  organization  indeed. 

To  the  punishment  of  the  bad,  some  get  not  their  rewards,  nor  are  men  capable  of 
judging  them  correctly. 

^pfajiy  are  misjudged,  and  suffer  as  victims  to  perjury. 

The  greater  the  mind,  the  greater  the  soul.  Beasts  surely  cannot  possess  immortal 
soulsj  as  they  cannot  be  free  agents. 

They  have  decisively  an  animal  sphere,  a  mould,  as  it  were,  that  is  exact,  no  more  or 
less.  All  their  tuition  is  imitation.  Their  mind  is  animal  self-preservation,  an  earthly 
consideration.  They  are  subservient  to  man^a  use,  and  best  fill  that  as  their  destined 
function.  Beyond  that  they  cannot  go.  The  greater  the  claim  have  they  for  man's 
humanity. 

A  God  is  mirrored  in  the  magnificent  munificence  and  construction  of  mind,  that  is  so 
sublimely  elaborated  for  genius,  science,  philosophy,  and  religion. 

What  are  the  mighty  functions  of  the  soul  ? 

Death  is  a  change  from  mortality  to  immortality. 

There  is  no  Umit  to  the  progressive  magnificence  of  action  by  mind  in  the  world,  but 
the  soul  has  to  depart  to  sublime  spheres,  to  solve  its  universe-problem.  The  soul  is 
rational,  and  requires  aU  rational  means,  not  the  credulity  of  faith,  to  reach  its  rational 
destination. 

As  fire  has  a  quality  of  heat,  so  has  mind  a  quality  for  religion,  that  best  prepares  for 
another  state  of  existence.  We  believe  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  because  we 
believe  in  the  exclusive  unity  of  the  Almighty,  who  makes  nothing  in  vain. 

Has  man  as  a  mere  animal  to  sustain  animal  life,  to  have  the  refined  sensibilities  of 
his  nature  to  perceive  the  relations  of  things,  and  be  amenable  to  all  the  powers  of 
thought,  all  the  vast  conceptions,  to  have  all  this  in  abeyance  to  the  worst  state  of  ex- 
istence in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  and  to  become  extinct  at  the  moment  earthly 
existence  ceases  1  Is  not  mere  animal  nature,  that  of  the  brutes,  superior  in  that  case  ? 
The  soul  must  be  an  immortal  entity.  What  can  you  make  of  a  being,  man,  without 
an  immortal  soul  ?  An  animal ?  The  conglomeration  of  the  animal  ?  what  was  that 
creation  for  ?  To  dwarf  God's  glory  1  What  a  libel !  To  have  the  perfect  creator, 
perfect  in  all  his  attributes  of  wisdom  and  intelligence,  to  have  his  moat  exalted  earth- 
creations  mere  automata  ?    To  rise  up  and  decay.    What  is  the  use,  the  good  ? 

Man  may  teach  the  animal  various  mechanic^  things,  more  or  less,  according  to  its 
sagacity,  but  that  animal  cannot  improve  on  it,  nor  teach  its  fellow  animals.  The  animal 
is  moulded  to  a  certain  routine,  that  the  whole  race  thereof  is  distinguished  by,  forever. 

But  how*  can  any  prove  that  animals  are  not  entitled  to  souls,  and  a  soul's  position  ? 
They  are  subordinate  and  in  a  specific  sphere,  for  souls'  use.  Can  they  contribute  to 
the  exaltation  of  mind  ?  Their  sphere  is  limited  definitely,  and  the  first  animal  is  as  per- 
fect as  the  last,  except  as  to  certain  facilities  of  animal  fibre,  improved  by  animal  ad- 
vantages. If  they  were  entitled  to  a  soul's  dignity,  they  should  have  the  principles  of 
ratiocination,  but  they  are  for  certain  animal,  mechanical  purposes.  Are  they  for  any 
thmg  more  1  If  so,  the  advocates  should  prove  it.  The  soul  is  for  the  universe-pro- 
blem,the  highest  subject  worthy  of  mind  as  of  itself,  and  its  mind  is  so  constituted  that 
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it  can  only  reason  on  phenomena  with  ultimate  correctness.  What  are  the  functions  of 
animals,  but  satiety  of  appetite  and  propagation  of  its  species  ?  Will  these  satisfy  the 
immortal  soul  1  The  question  spontaneously  arises,  at  death,  if  not  before,  who  and 
what  arc  we  ?  The  animal  extends  next  to  the  lowest  organization  of  man's  nature, 
and  man  extends,  by  mind's  elasticity  of  ultimate  capacity,  to  the  highest  order  of 
organization.     Where  is  that  ? 

It  is  not  visible  as  existent  in  this  sphere. 

What,  then,  are  we  to  conclude  ?  That  it  is  in  another  state  of  existence.  Deatli 
then  must  be  a  change,  a  passport,  to  that  state  of  existence,  of  the  immortal  part,  the 
soul. 

The  succession  of  generations  keeps  up  the  continuity  of  mind  that  thus  always 
exists,  but  the  reality  of  soul  organization  is  elevated  to  its  own  spheres.  God's  crea- 
tion is  his  pleasure,  and  that  he  will  dispose  of  as  almighty  Onmiscience  knows  best. 
What  is  the  ultimate  object  of  creation  of  the  universe,  of  the  earth  ?  Can  it  be  less 
than  the  highest  attainaole  good  ?  Can  that  be  attained,  by  the  shortest  or  longest  du- 
ration ?  But  how  is  it  possible  to  render  the  soul  inmiortal  ?  This  earth  is  not  pre- 
pared for  its  immortal  happiness.  Then  another  scene  is  the  one  fitted.  It  is  a  singu- 
lar phenomenon  that  any  thing  short  of  rational  religion  will  not  begin  to  do  for  mind. 
What,  then,  is  the  position  ?    Ultimate  relations,  in  the  last  great  change. 

One  of  the  great  principles  of  matter  is,  that  it  cannot  be  added  to  nor  diminished. 
How  then  can  the  soul  be  translated  to  other  spheres  1  By  the  best  of  course  of  the 
various  universal  means,  most  obviously.  Our  best  affections  originate  a  hope  about 
immortality.  Affection  lingers  around  this  subject,  and  rationality  confirms  the  best 
appreciation  of  the  rationalist. 

How  came  we  here  on  earth  ?  For  some  ulterior  object  ?  What  can  be  fully  accom- 
plished here  ?  Is  not  this  a  scene  for  futijre  preparation,  the  state  of  chrysalis  ?  Change 
of  life  is  change  of  state.  The  universe  is  exhaustless,  and  could  not  God  adapt  mind, 
soul,  as  here  ?  In  this,  God  has  illimitable  power,  beyond  mind's  conception.  Will  he 
not  act  to  answer  universal  requisitions  ?  Relative  orders  of  intellectual  rational  beings 
may  fill  the  scale  of  existence  in  the  universe,  from  the  lowest  intelligence  to  that 
which  stands  next  to  God.  How  are  these  in  regard  to  another  state  1  Has  there  been 
no  advance  1  Man's  mind  does  not  stand  still,  as  about  that  time  it  declines.  The 
organs'decline,  through  which  mind's  functions  are  displayed.  The  soul  needs  a  better 
organization  and  sphere.  It  seems  that  the  constant  progression  of  mind  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  will  not  answer  for  the  soul's  immortality  or  requisitions. 

Religion  is  an  institution  of  God  for  the  human  mind.  Can  brute  animal  mind  recog- 
nise such  ?  Is  there,  then,  any  thing  in  common  for  their  final  disposition  ?  If  any  reli- 
gious cognizance  could  be  taken  by  the  last,  then  we  might  discuss  the  final  question 
as  much  as  lies  in  our  power. 

The  animal  enjoys  the  good  things  of  the  earth,  but  the  mind  of  man  contributes  to 
their  origination,  culture  and  multiplication,  enjoying  the  subservient  benefit  of  the  ani- 
mal. The  whole  makes  unity  of  design.  How  can  we  prove  that  there  is  noUiing 
made  in  vain  by  God  ?  From  his  perfect  character  and  attributes.  But  is  man  made 
perfect  ?  He  is  made  in  perfect  accordance  of  fitness  to  creation ;  were  he  a  god  on 
this  earth,  he  could  not  be  contented  with  his  situation  ;  as  it  is,  he  is  desirous  of  a 
higher  sphere.  Mind  is  made  then  as  it  is,  excluding  all  the  false  pretences  of  libelous 
bibles.  Who  can  justly  criticise  one  iota,  the  whole  creation  1  The  very  attempt  im- 
peaches its  propriety,  as  the  whole  question  cannot  be  solved  on  -earth.  Nearly  all  na- 
tions, it  has  been  remarked  by  others,  seem  more  or  less  to  have  an  idea  of  a  future 
state  impressed  on  their  belief.  The  nearest  we  can  come  to  the  proof  of  a  future  state 
that  I  know  is  through  religion,  that  only  presents  a  partial  completion  of  God's  whole 
design,  requiring  the  universe-solution  to  complete  the  problem.  How  can  religion, 
God's  own  problem,  be  solved  but  by  immortality  of  soul?  How  is  it  possible  that 
mind  should  stop  short,  and  neutralize  God's  whole  comprehension  1  When  the  Creator 
gave  life  to  rational  mind,  he  instituted  it  as  the  noblest  creation,  and  compatibly  with 
his  own  sublime  attributes  gave  the  greatest  good  to  tlie  soul,  and  to  comprehend  the 
whole,  that  was  for  eternity. 

Retributive  justice  must  be  equal,  and  equitable  here  or  hereafter.  If  not  practicable 
here,  immortality  is  certain,  and  the  soul  is  the  illustrious  being.  This  is  well  proved, 
because  God  is  perfectly  just.     We  know  that  proper  justice  is  not  dispensed  here. 

The  soul  is  taken  hence  in  all  ages,  and  under  all  circumstances,  to  meet  another 
state  of  existence.  We  know  the  God  of  the  Universe  by  what  he  has  done.  This 
state  of  existence  only  advances  the  soul  to  prepare  for  action.  Monotheism,  practi- 
cal, not  professed,  is  a  provision  of  the  soul,  to  adjust  itself  most  sublimely  for  all  eter- 
nity without  doubt.     Conscience  bespeaks  the  existence  of  man's  soul.    It  may  be 
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ealloos  by  peculiar  education^  that  teaches  superstition  and  peculiar  faith.  Rational 
edacatioa  can  only  fairly  elicit,  to  the  noblest  aspirations  of  its  creation  and  Creator. 
What  conscience  is  in  man,  instinct  meets  the  wants  of  animals.  They  are  the  con- 
serratiTe  gifts  of  the  Creator.  Instinct  premises  self-preservation  here,  the  soul  both 
here  and  hereafter.  What  essential  learning  do  we  get  of  Moses  of  the  immortality  of 
the  sod  ?  This  is  an  illustrioua  proof  of  the  soul,  through  religion,  the  pure  creation 
of  God-inspiring  mind.  To  elevate  man  to  the  highest,  God  doubtlessly  gave  him  a 
rational  soul,  Man  and  brute  differ  in  this,  whereas  both  are  created  for  wise  purposes. 
Man  may  become  irrational  by  peculiar  education  ;  the  brute  is  rational  all  the  time  of 
health  by  instinct.     The  law  of  nature  is  correct  reason,  to  govern  rational  beings. 

By  the  unity  of  design  the  mind  is  l^e  recipient  of  the  religious  law,  that  is  orthodox 
right  reason  or  judgment,  with  nothing  insidious. 

We  recognise  in  all  rational  minds,  souls,  the  materials  for  morals  and  religion.  I  go 
for  all  the  soul,  that  is  possible  to  be  proved  and  saved,  and  as  I  go  for  all  the  perfection 
of  Deity  and  all  the  holiness  and  purity  of  religion,  I  cannot  possibly  conceive  of  a  Mes- 
siah or  a  peculiar  faith,  other  than  the  interested  invention  of  the  world  priestocracy . 
Of  these  1  have  friends  whom  I  respect  only  as  men  through  God's  kindness  and  grace, 
not  through  their  supposed  actions. 

Th^  speak  of  righteousness  in  peculiar  faith,  that  danms  itself  and  all  its  advocates 
by  their  blasphemy.  If  man  can  prove  the  immortality  of  the  soul  more  clearly  than 
what  the  facts  of  cause  and  effect  warrant,  then  let  him  do  so.  But  he  can  avail  him- 
self of  no  other  truthful  means,  in  the  Universe. 

Mind,  soul,  is  a  Universe  problem  to  be  thus  elaborated.  Mind's  free  moral  agency, 
gives  OS  the  idea  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  It  is  in  the  circumstance,  of  conserv- 
atiTe  principles.  The  immortality  of  the  soul  is  necessarily  the  result  of  God's  perfec- 
tioa,  as  he  creates  nothing  in  vain.  How  absurd,  that  He,  the  Creator  of  the  Universe, 
as  the  Great  First  Cause,  should  endow  mind,  as  the  chief  of  earth,  and  of  course  of 
creation,  with  all  the  habiliments  of  destruction,  misery  and  suffering,  when  as  Almighty 
he  could  accomplish  its  infinite  perfection  and  happiness.     The  thought  is  a  libel  on  Deity. 

Mind,  the  embodiment  of  soul,  has  to  accomplish  its  glorious  mission,  by  appropriate 
ose  of  all  its  faculties,  and  seeking  thereby  the  best  earnest  and  security  of  all  desirable 
in  the  future. 

The  immortal  soul  must  desire  the  choice  parts  of  the  universe,  and  dll  that  can  ren- 
der them  desirable.     Its  main  question  is  the  appropriate  preparation. 

He  who  undertakes  to  deny  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  to  first  do  so  effectually, 
must  deny  religion,  an  utter  impossibility  that  puts  to  the  deepest  scorn,  the  atheist  and 
polytheist  Their  feeble  and  meagre  pretence  must  certify  that  mind's  mission  is  only 
to  the  world  alone,  and  not  to  the  universe,  that  the  supremacy  of  mind  and  the  sublim- 
ity of  the  Creator  most  clearly  confound. 

The  pore  organizations  of  Deity,  place  a  halo  around  the  immortal  soul. 

Mortality  implies  injustice  to  soul  from  God,  who  requires  of  soul  as  the  best  earnest 
of  munortality,  its  best  religion.     This,  the  universe  police  requires. 

Rationality  impels  mind  to  its  duty,  where  sophistry  cannot,  as  exemplified  in  the  his- 
tory of  tte  Jews,  that  ran  afler  other  peculiar  gods  besides  theirs  that  the  priestocracy 
ioTeoted  themselves,  composing  the  most  efficient  eating  and  drinking  portion. 

All  peculiar  &ith  is  what  is  made  by  such,  the  world  over.  All  their  books  and  con- 
tents, all  their  teaching,  are  no  more  than  other  oracle  false  pretences.  Churches  or 
temples  cannot  consecrate,  but  partake  of  all  their  desecrated  fooleries. 

What  a  mockery  of  mind,  humanity,  creation,  would  mortality  of  the  soul  be  ?  No 
niind  most  rational  aspires  to  less  than  the  purification  of  the  soul,  its  pure  organization 
in  inunortal  bliss. 

We  must  look  at  the  capacity  and  property  of  mind,  the  most  elevated  organization — 
ui  immortal  element  possessed  of  functions,  principles,  and  attributes,  elevated  most  by 
it*  most  refined  purity  to  reach  most  refined  immortality. 

Do  the  priestocracy  treat  the  mind  as  becoming  immortal,  to  continue  it  subservient 
to  this  odious,  fanatical,  degrading  compulsion  of  faith  ?  And  yet  they  take  away  reason 
from  mind,  the  noblest  position  for  religious  attainment  and  elevation.  Mind  to  reach 
its  best  state,  has  to  be  fully  guarded  against  all  such,  the  various  schools  of  its  per- 
versions. It  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  mind  to  be  inferior  to  principles,  that  are  pure 
w  God's  functions  and  attributes  that  are  iirunortal.  Priestocracy  trash,  bibles  and 
creeds,  are  unworthy  the  dignity  and  immortal  purity  of  the  soul, — ^for  when  we  talk 
of  reason  and  mind,  we  must  embrace  all  their  most  legitimate  and  enlightened  capa- 
city by  rational  education  on  this  earth,  that  must  yield  in  due  time  its  soul-treasure  for 
ecstatic  enjoyments.  Mind,  then,  cannot  be  too  guarded  in  such  an  invaluable  jewel  as 
^e  soul,  committed  to  its  most  rational  care. 
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FAITH. 

The  position  of  Faith  without  reason,  would  establish  a  miserable  state  of  morals. 

It  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  lights  of  mind,  not  enslaved  by  feudal  vassalage 
and  man-worship. 

Who  makes  any  proper  impression,  religious  or  other,  without  mind  and  reason  ? 

What  gives  the  brightest  jewel  in  religion,  an  enlightened  and  pure  conscience,  but 
mind? 

Can  you  successfully  address  any  mind  in  religion  in  any  other  than  rational  princi- 
ples ?     But  faith  is  a  mystery !     Religion,  then,  is  a  mystery ! 

That  position  impeaches  the  character  of  the  mind  of  those  asserting  it,  the  sincerity 
of  mind  affecting  it. 

Man's  systems  of  peculiar  faith  affect  to  be  mysteries,  prophecies  and  miracles,  while 
Deity's  religion  results  in  the  purest  and  plainest  best  action  of  reason,  proper  sense 
and  truth,  that  exclude  all  such  clearly.  None  but  the  most  arrant  humbuggery  can 
deny  this-— none  but  hypocrisy  can  knowingly  do  so. 

God's  works  decide  this  test  question. 

Religion  is  rational  duty — is  that  a  mystery  ? 

If  peculiar  faith,  that  is  blind  credulity,  is  to  prevail,  how  can  we  know  the  difference 
and  the  merit  between  sectarianism  and  true  religion  ? 

Why  was  any  reformation  original  or  subsequent,  unless  founded  on  the  vices  of  the 
parent  stock,  and  the  relative  merits  of  correction  ? 

Why  prevail  so  many  orders  and  sects  of  peculiar  faith,  in  all  ages  and  countries  1 

The  inference  to  the  contrary,  is  a  suicidsd  position. 

When  peculiarity,  selection,  election,  or  partiality,  is  advanced  in  any  system  of 
faith,  that  moment  all  such  is  self-impeached,  as  libeling  the  universal  attributes  of  Deity. 

Intelligent  freemen  cannot  overlook  their  own  l^st  advanta^a,  the  pure  gifts  of 
mind,  that  give  the  best  faith  by  reason.  All  other  faiths  arise  from  improper  sources, 
as  fear,  superstition,  base  passions,  but  what  g^ood  can  all  that  do  ?     It  must  do  harm. 

Reason  brings  with  rational  religion,  the  adoration  of  God.  All  others  bring  in  their 
train  idolatry  or  man-worship. 

All  such  being  a  host  of  evils,  shown  in  the  sorrowful  history  of  the  world,  misdirect- 
ing the  mind's  devotion,  character  and  communion. 

And  what  is  that  character,  among  the  best  systems,  short  of  the  true  faith  ? 

Where  is  the  intrinsic  protection,  but  in  the  fundamental  principles,  that  respect  the 
only  supreme  authori^  all  the  time  ? 

The  essentials  of  faith  are  reasonable  and  just.  Pure  and  sincere  men  aim  to  be 
right,  but  are  too  often  deceived,  misled,  and  sorely  disappointed,  under  any  existing 
regime,  that  leaves  out  principles  essential  and  conservative. 

Freemen  need  what  mind  can  receive,  adopt,  and  faithfully  defend  for  ever,  on  true 
conservative  principles,  that  have  their  full  inherent  and  intrinsic  elements,  that  always 
vindicate  themselves  and  triumphantly  protect  all  espousing  them. 

Our  faith  must  be  properly  founded  on  the  nature  of  creation  and  Creator  of  mind, 
the  Universe  of  things,  time,  matter  and  eternity. 

When  time,  that  discloses  the  motion  of  each  revolving  sphere,  and  eternity,  that  sub- 
limely speaks  for  that  of  the  Universe,  declare  unmistakable  facts,  mind  in  due  humility 
founds  its  unmistakable  faith  in  the  God  of  Nature. 

Man's  professions  must  be  appreciated,  as  referring  to  silence,  while  his  actions 
declare  their  character  in  all  necessary  respects. 

But  some  who  have  not  fully  analyzed  this  whole  subject,  might  think  that  it  made 
but  little  difference  what  faith  mind  adopted. 

A  military  despot  who  sought  the  conquest  of  the  world,  might  affect  this  selfishly, 
degradingly,  and  hypocritically,  in  being  Mahomedan,  or  Christian,  or  any  others,  as  cir- 
cumstances governed  him ;  but  a  freeman  decides  otherwise  on  principle,  as  he  respects 
dignity  of  character  and  the  good  and  universal  peace  of  mankind. 

There  can  be  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  but  one  true  faith  for  reli^on  in  this 
whole  world,  as  universe,  and  none  but  that  can  ever  keep  the  people  united  in  one 
brotherhood,  peace  and  general  p^ood-wUl  throughout  the  globe.  As  well  assert  that 
there  can  be  two  or  numerous  pnnciples  of  gravitation  for  the  preservation  of  the  uni- 
verse, as  for  man's  pretences  in  numerous  faiths  to  conflict  with  God's  certain  laws  of 
principles,  the  very  quintessence  of  rational  religion. 

What  chaos  and  confusion  at  once  there  would  be  in  the  spheres,  as  what  endless 
bloody  results  on  earth  do  prevail  from  such  false  views  of  faith. 

There  may  be  innumeKible  faiths  of  superstition,  but  the  unity  of  faith  identified 
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with  religion,  is  as  indissoluble  as  the  unity  of  God  mirrored  in  the  universe,  whose 
very  name  declares  its  character. 

Superficial,  nay,  awfully  deficient  must  that  mind  be,  that  asserts  the  contrary,  an 
opinion  not  worthy  the  name  of  principle. 

Yes,  it  does  matter  with  mind  what  faith  is  adopted,  for  rational  beings  only,  need 
and  DiDfit  have  the  right  one. 

If  false  ones  be  adopted,  never  can  the  proper  elements  of  union  be  disposed  of,  as 
the  rolcano  is  always  subject  to  eruption,  for  there  are  the  materials  in  the  magazine  of 
conflict  and  war,  strife  and  bloodshed,  ever  disregarded  by  charUitan  bigotry  and  a  soul- 
less superstition. 

Many  are  nurtnred  in  creeds  and  faith  of  peculiar  education,  compelled  from  force 
of  cQstom,  habit,  authority  of  the  family,  social  circles,  public  perverted  opinion, 
priests  and  state  by  absolutism,  to  do  that  which  their  reason  revolts  at  above  all  things. 

Tyranny,  essential  despotism,  has  kept  peculiar-faith  alive. 

SfUny  are  forever  enslaved  by  ignorant  custom  and  barbarous  fashion,  and  most 
stupidly  as  most  insincerely,  adhere  to  any  taught  faith  not  inwardly  respected  nor  duly 
respectfnl  to  the  Great  First  Cause. 

Unfortunately  authority  is  brought  as  stupid,  that  one  faith  is  as  ^ood  as  another, 
only  let  the  beUever  be  sincere.  This  is  the  language  of  irrational  minds,  in  abeyance 
to  oecoliar-faith,  tyrant  of  reason. 

Hence  we  see  many  changing  from  one  sect  to  another,  and  actually  dissatisfied  with 
ill  of  that  class,  not  independent  enough  to  declare  for  the  pure  rights  of  mind  and  its 
rightful  deductions. 

No  emoluments  unworthy  an  immortal  soul,  whether  in  church  or  state,  no  public 
engioery  of  superstition  and  inomsition,  la^ould  cause  acquiescence  in  bible  untruths,  to 
restrict  oiind  in  full  respect  to  God  alone. 

No  future  worldly  rewards  in  any  place  or  emolument,  should  bribe,  no  brute 
force  should  bully,  no  insidious  sophis^  should  seduce  mind  to  permit  impositions  by 
any  bible  of  priestocracy,  on  the  people. 

How  much  in  this  world  that  should  premise  one  universal  brotherhood,  demands 
mind's  tmly  conservative  exertions  for' correct  faith  and  action ! 

There  will  be  many  opinions  about  peculiar  faith,  how  can  mind  combat  then  suc- 
cessfully and  rationally,  to  attain  to  the  right  one,  as  there  can  only  be  one  right  1 

Faith  with  no  analysis  or  analogy  of  reason,  is  absurd.  The  Mormons,  if  cotempo- 
nry  with  the  bibles  of  tradition,  by  aid  of  that  credulous  age  that  unfortunately  is  not 
peculiar,  might  have  just  as  good  authority  by  record,  for  if  we  believe  their  disciples, 
they  hare  saints,  patrons  and  prophets  too. 

They  are  only  the  younger,  not  less  authentic  tribe.  It  is  only  a  peculiarly  increased 
credulous  age.  of  ignorance  that  is  needed,  to  beget  all  the  miracles  of  superstition. 
The  li^ht  of  science  expels  all  this,  as  the  sun  dispels  the  fogs  of  night.  If  the  world  was 
deeply  skilled  in  philosophical  science,  superstition  could  not  exist.  Let  the  lights  of 
sQch  science  be  then  diffused.  How  then  can  we  mortals  distinguish  all  such  peculiar 
Uiths  from  the  right?  x 

By  one  univenni  rule,  by  right  reason,  and  that  alone ;  and  when  any  person  or  sect 
adtances,  for  a  moment,  faith  over  reason,  that  moment  decides  that  character  dishonest 
ud  untrothful,  for  it  is  irrational. 

The  greatesC  absurdity  and  difficulty  of  any  age  is  to  deny  what  conflicts  with  pre- 
coDceiTsd  opinions,  backed  eraecially  by  self-interest,  whether  they  lead  to  the  worst  of 
superstition  or  criminality.     All  such  faith  must  be  criminal. 

What  denoraliiation,  to  say  the  least  of  faithocraey  that  comes  of  priestocracy. 

What  can  ^ou  do  with  any  mass  bigoted  to  peculiar  faith,  that  enervates  the  mind 
aod  destroys  its  noble  manliness  and  independence,  inherent  1  Truth  is  not  sought,  and 
religion  is  not  improved  ;  hence  the  good  of  all  is  to  be  superseded  by  that  of  the  first 
dictating  opinion. 

But,  say  some  of  the  older  faithites,  the  Mormons  are  superstitious.  Are  not  all 
pecoliar  &iths  truly  so  too  ?  being  based  on  the  rankest  superstition  ? 

There  is  no  difiference,  unless  action  decides  the  conduct. 

But,  then,  the  tenets  of  the  Mormons  lead  to  vice  ?  But  do  not  the  tenets  of  all 
peculiar  faiths  lead  to  the  same,  only  as  the  light  of  mind  prevents  ? 

Mind,  the  beneficiary,  is  in  everything  in  the  universe  ;  if  perverted  in  faith,  that 
Giith  U  peculiar ;  if  good,  that  faith  is  rational,  for  its  Creator  is  most  rational. 

We  see  the  consequence  of  conflict  of  faith  in  Mormonism,  that  produced  war  and 
dutoibance  in  several  States  already ;  not  tliat  all  the  other  peculiar  faiths  were  less 
obnoxious  to  rational  faith.  Rationality  is  the  only  means  to  efiectually  get  rid  of  all 
snch. 
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If  we  allow  dae  credit  to  the  bible>*faith  of  otherS)  they  tnu&t  be  bound  to  furnish  i>ro- 
per  reasons,  or  have  that  faith  utterly  rejected  on  that  principle,  the  only  path  of  salety 
for  mind. 

If  others  allow  us  due  credit  for  our  reasons,  of  course  they  can,  then,  say  nothing 
about  the  certain  conclusions.  All  minds  must  be  in  abeyance  to  reason  and  philosophy, 
and  be  silent  to  their  teachings  and  requirements,  consequently  the  faith  that  grows  up 
is  the  legitimate  consequence,  and  not  manufactured  to  order  of  priestocracy . 

But  "  faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for." 

Now,  all  rational  minds  can  only  hope  for  reasonable,  just  things,  and  confide  reasou- 
ably  in  unseen  things.  Any  other  faith  is  not  worth  the  thoughts  of  mind,  for  its  fruit 
will  be  of  no  account,  but  most  noxious.  Substantial  results  can  only  accrue  on  sub- 
stantial basis. 

Respect  appropriate  to  aU  rightful  authority  is  the  first  principle  of  rational  religion 
necessarily  to  be  right ;  then  foith  is  identified  aways  with  reason  and  reason^s  God,  a 
fit  companion  in  the  universal  whole,  and  can  know  but  one  God.  Has  peculiar  faith 
ever  acknowledged  this  principle  1    True  religion  investigates  and  reveres  true  authority. 

Mind  decides,  on  reason,  that  faith  must  be  just  and  right  to  be  faith,  else  faith  becomes 
nonsense  or  untruth.  Faith  rests  on  eternal  principles  of  right  and  justice,  that  rest  on 
reason  and  reason^s  God,  whose  attributes  are  rigbt  and  justice  in  their  purest  sense. 

Hence,  no  messiah  can  be  smuggled  in  at  any  time  under  the  pretence  of  sophisticated 
faith. 

God  is  immutable,  necessarily  consistent,  never  inconsistent.  Wherever  his  autho- 
rity prevails,  and  that  is  as  far  as  the  universe,  man's  error  about  faith  must  be  corrected. 

Faith  and  reason  cannot  possibly  be  inconsistent  in  any  respect ;  if  there  be  any  error 
it  is  book  or  man's  opinion.  The  book  opinion,  as  man's  peculiar  written  opinion,  is 
abominably  false. 

The  cognizant  facts  of  faith  and  reason  unveiled,  rest  for  mind's  cognizance  on  tes- 
timony that  must  be  consistent,  else  the  testimony  is  inconsistent,  and  necessarily  to  be 
rejected  in  the  highest  earthly  court,  that  of  conscience. 

If  any  testimony  ofiers  plurality  of  gods,  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  conservative 
principles  of  the  universe,  the  highest  known  to  mind. 

That  testimony  impeaches  itself,  as  self-destructive. 

There  must  be  an  end  of  such  testimony,  and  it  is  ruled  out  in  respect  to  reason's 
God. 

That  testimony  is  also  convicted  of  impure  morals. 

That  testimony  involves  impiety  and  blasphemy  towards  the  Most  High  God,  and 
imposition  on  man. 

That  testimony  commits  high  treason  towards  mind,  in  destroying  its  independence 
of  sophistry,  in  production  of  man- worship,  that  excludes  the  pure  duty  towards  God,  of 
mind  from  itself,  to  receive  the  tradition  of  others  on  their  mere  assertions* and  perjuries, 
without  analysis  of  the  facts  on  rightful  reason,  and  reason's  aid,  analogy. 

In  faith,  the  sum  total  of  belief  founded  on  facts,  else  the  faith  is  identified  with  the 
fraud,  the  right  mind  requires  a  sound  decision,  and  God  commands  it  eternally,  or  God 
has  never  given  mind,  nor  its  best  protector,  reason. 

Faith  received  on  any  kind  of  tradition,  that  skulks  from  reason  and  reason's  God, 
is  demoralizing  and  criminal. 

Proper  faith  can  be  most  clearly  defined,  without  mistake. 

Could  any  organized  resistance  exist  in  the  breasts  of  any  refined  people,  who  enjoy  a 
correct  and  beneficial  true  constitutional  representative  government,  to  that  government  ? 

Never  if  that  be  wise,  for  all  others  fail  to  benefit  the  most  with  the  greatest  good. 

If  that  position  apply  to  civil  institutions,  how  much  more  forcibly  does  the  argument 
apply  to  cuvine  rights  of  mind  ? 

Who  resists  true  religion,  the  highest  duty  to  the  Supreme  ?  Can  any  sane  person, 
if  a  good  citizen  ? 

Can  any  such  resist  the  true  adoration  of  Deity,  and  his  highest,  holiest  attributes  ? 
None. 

WeU,  who  are  they  that  do  resist  God  in  his  exclusive  attributes  ?  Sectarians',  and 
all  those  of  peculiar  faith. 

What  is  to  stop  the  whole  error  ? 

The  conservative  revolution  of  free  intelligent  mind,  acting  on  mind  rightly,  produc- 
tive of  proper  faith. 

The  highest  victory  of  truth  rests  on  moral  and  intellectual  grounds,  and  on  none 
Other. 

How,  then  can  the  advocates  of  pure  religion  call  for  blind,  peculiar,  impure  belief  or 
blind  faith,  but  from  fraud,  superstition,  sophistry,  falsehood  ? 
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If  the  foundation  be  wrong  and  perverted,  the  result  will  easily  be  foretold  as  corrupt. 
The  teulency  and  facility  in  all  such  conununities  will  be  most  easy,  and  too  common 

oaeh  win  be  the  inevitable  result. 

fiaiush  from  society  all  such  banes  as  fundamental  and  organic  errors  and  sophistries, 
tfaeo  we  institute  the  soundest  judgment,  and  make  the  most  important  move  to  reach 
the  Doblest  principles  of  truth  and  honor. 

Then  will  good  and  wise  men  estimate  all  in  the  balance  of  morals  and  intellect,  or 
smd,  and  the  result  will  be  right  by  proof  of  all. 

Nothing  less  than  this  can  satisfy  the  immortal  principles  of  creation,  that  is  niled  by 
its  Conservative  Creator. 

No  fiiith  that  is  pure  then  stands  the  test  but  one  that  gives  a  wise  and  sincere  ado- 
ratioQ  of  Dei^. 

All  others  niil,  as  earthly. 

Religion  is  maide  of  principles,  i^ot  maxims  of  mortals,  not  messiahships  that  cannot 
ipply  to  the  universe,  but  are  most  alien  Uiereto. 

Principles  are  the  only  safeguard  in  man^s  faith  and  actions. 

It  is  very  clear  that  no  Messiah  ever  instituted  principles,  that  constitute  religion. 

God  instituted  all  at  creation,  and  mind  has  to  elicit  from  these  God-given  trea- 
wrcs. 

Then  all  messiabs  must  be  arrant  impostors  on  mind,  which  they  cannot  save,  and  on 
God,  whom  they  rob  and  blaspheme. 

Most  systems  of  faith  have  been  the  cause  of  deeper  iniquities,  and  created  higher 
aecessity  for  penalties  when  they  deviated  from  God-adoration. 

Can  lustory  begin  to  paint  to  us  all  the  blood  of  millions  shed  for  such  in  past  ages  ? 

The  people  no  doubt  would  have  been  much  better,  but  for  the  false  leaders  who 
so|Qfht  to  pervert  their  minds  under  the  fell  influence  of  ambition  and  avarice,  that  have 
misled  the  world  to  its  deepest  punishment. 

What  was  the  character  of  inquisitors  acting  against  those  men  who  were  too  honest 
to  prostitute  their  faith  1  They  were  rogues  and  impostors,  kiUing  others,  tlieir  equals 
in  &ith,  whose  sacred  principles  cannot  be  violated  on  the  basis  of  reason  and  truth. 

Shall  philanthropic  world-patriots  yield  to  the  narrow-minded,  weak,  corrupt,  and 
lelf-interested,  when  they  ought  to  exert  a  proper,  wise,  and  redeeming  judgment  ? 

There  is  no  system  of  redeeming  faith,  but  a  proper  creed  in  the  one  eternal  Creator 
ud  his  proper  attributes,  that  can  encircle  all  persuasions  into  a  proper  basis,  confound- 
ing bigotry  and  sectarianism.  Away  then  with  all  false  creeds  and  heresies  at  war  with 
roson  and  rational  principles. 

Give  us  all  rational  religion  and  science,  or  give  us  none,  no  superstition  nor  craft- 
&Hip  of  priestocracy. 

where  once  the  pageants  of  absolutism  through  peculiar-faith  and  dictatorial  power, 
ntere  factions  of  assumption  flourished,  rational  discussion  on  the  broadest  principles  of 
miod  will  rectify  for  the  world^s  good. 

^Vhere  power  assumes  her  various  disguises  and  wiles,  sinister  influences  and  corrupt 
practices,  none  but  virtuous  minds  and  manly  breasts  can  be  rescued  by  potential  con- 
serrative  revolutions,  that  can  only  flourish  on  principles.  Faith  of  things  unseen  can 
only  be  analogous  to  reason,  if  it  be  not,  then  religion  cannot  embrace  men  of  rational 
miods.  When  we  take  things  on  trust,  it  must  not  be  blindly,  but  in  a  rational  and 
trustworthy  appreciation  on  rational  investigation. 

This  thing  of  faith  is  a  delicate  question  for  fear  of  its  being  a  false  one  on  false 
data,  that  it  must  be,  inevitably,  if  peculiar. 

AH  rationsd  beings  must  have  a  rational  faith,  that  must  be  the  invaluable  diamond  of 
religion.  As  religionists,  they  must  positively  assert  their  superior  and  infallible 
eiami  to  true  religion. 

VVe  have  an  infallible  and  tangent  standard  of  orthodoxy,  that  will  assure  us  all  that  we 
iave,  that  which  will  prove  faithful  to  the  end.  Now  what  is  that  ?  The  only  test  is 
nund  and  reason,  that  can  carry  us  all  to  the  true  issues  and  nothing  else,  whether  our 
filth  be  that  of  superstition,  man- worship,  the  Musselman,  Juggernaut  or  Mormon. 

Where  religion  begins,  mystery,  miracles,  prophecy  and  oracles  end ;  this  is  the  proof 
universal  to  mind,  tlut  is  not  vassal  to  bigotry. 

Now  &ith  can  be  so  perverted,  that  the  powers  of  government  and  the  pretensions 
to  religion  can  be  accounted  by  the  interested  people,  natural,  no  matter  how  absolute ! 

The  principals  and  the  interested  deluded  people,  are  to  be  the  judges !  With  them, 
there  must  be  no  rational  discussion  and  decision.  < 

Mind  duly  cultivated  by  suitable  civilization,  must  come  in,  to  repel  all  such  delusions 
iod  perversionB. 
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Those  that  say  we  should  not  reason  on  these  points  because  faith  is  advanced,  ab- 
jure all  principles  as  unprincipled  swindlers  of  the  people's  rights. 

People  are  very  conceited  in  their  selfishness  about  faith,  as  if  theirs  was  to  be  the 
best.     However  powerful  for  a  liine,  no  such  position  will  be  more  than  mortal. 

Analysis  discloses  enough  to  actually  astonish  many,  to  find  most  of  the  world  so 
vassal  in  most  matters  of  opinion,  not  having  the  boldness  to  do  otherwise  than  follow 
others  who  must  speak  first. 

What  but  clanship  will  disturb  society,  tOl  relieved  of  sectarianism  ? 

Then  w^atch  yourself  preferably  to  watching  others,  and  adhere  to  universal  princi- 
ples, your  conservation. 

It  is  bad  enough  when  man  has  no  interest  to  deceive,  as  he  has  to  watch  himself  to 
protect  the  truth  in  omission  and  conunission. 

What  must  be  the  necessity  for  watching,  when  his  interest  and  that  of  others^  cor- 
ruption and  errors  mislead  him  ? 

It  is  difficult  to  divest  ourselves  of  the  trammels  and  modes  of  customs,  but  the 
wisdom  is  to  get  rid  of  errors.  All  faith  emanates  from  reason,  or  ends  in  absurdity 
and  crime. 

The  mere  profession  of  peculiar  faith  makes  nations  at  this  day,  hostile  and  inimical 
to  others,  though  all  claiming  to  be  republican.  How  else  could  the  French  treat  the 
Romans  as  they  did  ? 

The  principles  of  such  governments  do  not  clash,  but  the  faith  does,  therefore  it  has 
erroneous  basis  of  religion. 

Faith  that  comes  to  rational  minds  by  reason,  rests  On  eternal  truthful  principles. 

Genuine  faith  must  be  an  act  of  the  understanding,  that  receives  tlie  right  perception 
of  all  objects. 

Divine  faith  is  supreme  assent,  founded  on  the  oilly  revelation  by  God's  works. 

That  faith  declares  that  there  can  be  but  one  religion  true  and  rational,  all  due  to 
Almighty  God  alone. 

But  this  faith  produces  only  one  universal  brotherhood,  where  then  will  be  the  loaves 
and  fishes  of  the  priestocracy  ?    Appropriated  to  more  trustworthy  objects. 

All  faiths  only  approach  true  religion  as  they  approach  the  requisitions  of  enlightened 
mind,  Uiat  acts  for  God. 

The  Islam  faith  causes  sincere  protection  of  persecuted  national  refugees.  What 
can  the  christian  faith  do  more  ?    This  is  religion  despite  of  peculiar-faith. 

Any  other  than  rational  faith  being  illegitimate,  all  foundations  reared  thereon  are 
illegitimate  and  untrue. 

Any  faith  that  leads  to  belief  of  peculiar  miraculous  dispensations,  divine  inspira- 
tions, prophetic  declarations  and  subsequent  fulfilments,  must  be  inconsistent  with 
mind's  true  position  on  earth,  and  God's  exaltation  in  his  holy  centre.  All  such  is  too 
peculiar  for  mind. 

Are  beings  indisposed  to  change  their  tenets  and  sectarian  views,  it  is  because  of 
relentless  faith  that  modifies  conscience  as  self-interest  directs,  and  thus  are  they 
steeled  against  all  kinds  of  conviction,  all  light  and  unreasonable  impressions  remaining 
inflexible  to  their  opinionativeness  and  peculiar-faith,  whether  emperors  or  clergy. 
Bigotry  is  the  coin  of  despots  and  dupes.  They  wish  for  no  new  light,  the  old  faith 
must  not  be  superseded  by  any  evidence,  no  matter  how  rational,  as  the  whole  machinery 
of  church  and  state  power  is  the  best  for  autocracy  and  peculiar  faith,  that  cannot  on 
the  best  analysis,  be  considered  other  than  superstition,  is  with  them  religion.  They 
never  consider  that  true  faith  can  only  abide  in  reason  and  truth,  the  best  ministry  of 
God. 

Who  has  the  true  faith  ?  He  who  has  the  tnie  reason.  But  what  does  absolutisnn 
care  for  that,  provided  that  the  faith  perpetuates  her  powers  ? 

Why  does  faith  diminish,  or  become  extinct?  Such  never  can  be  more  than  peco* 
liar,  and  because  reason  diminishes  or  has  never  existed. 

Whether  peculiar  faith  assumes  to  be  imperial,  as  it  is  arbitrary,  none  can  be  orthodox  • 
as  it  is  not  true. 

No  faith  can  depend  on  custom,  authority  of  powers  or  numbers,  but  only  on  intrinsic 
worth  and  merit.  No  human  dictation  can  control  true  faith,  its  essence  is  in  God 
alone,  the  author  of  all  good,  otherwise  there  can  be  no  end  to  the  systems  of  super- 
stition,  miscalled  religion. 

The  spirit  of  the  age  is  only  right  as  the  reason  of  it  is  right.  Unfortunately  the 
world  depends  on  the  judgment  of  others,  that  too  often  requires  almost  abrolute 
correction. 

The  ways  of  speculation  in  faith,  the  mere  politician,  are  those  of  the  hack  and  char* 
latan,  perverted  and  crooked,  not  trustworthy. 
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Hake  honest  capital,  out  of  honest  purposes. 

Such  persons  employ  their  capital  and  labor  in  bad  ways,  with  no  profit,  that  if  well 
employed  mi^ht  redound  to  fortune  and  fame  of  all. 

Shall  this  thing  of  peculiar  faith,  the  exploded  humbug  of  priestocracy  and  the  dan« 
geroua  toy  of  ab^lutists,  still  prevent  the  rightful  action  of  the  world  ? 

Faith  is  a  curious  mental  problem,  becoming  opinion,  and  deluding  most  of  mankind 
that  cannot  investigate  on  all  rational  principles  too  accurately. 

Innumerable  fai^s  arise  from  varied  caprice,  whim,  device,  ignorance,  error,  malig- 
nity, vassalage ;  speculations  of  interest  working  the  whole,  whilst  there  can  be  but  one 
right  judgment,  anid  that  predicated  on  enUghtened  mind^s  decision,  reason. 

With  most,  faith  is  ever  paramount,  as  self-interest  is  paramount,  as  sophistry  is  par- 
vnonnt,  with  a  bigoted  speculation. 

Humanity,  truth,  honesty,  and  science,  will  teach  the  only  safe  doctrine. 

When  faith  unites  all  sects,  that  would  otherwise  be  in  violent  hostility  to  each  other, 
then  there  are  unity  of  God  and  his  principles  exclusively  operating. 

In  some  countries  the  Jews  as  Jews  cannot  sit  as  legislators,  as  in  parliament  in 
England,  while  Jews  and  Christians  can  sit  in  a  divan  or  municipal  council  of  Ma^ 
hometans. 

Now  a  Universal  brotherhood,  through  rational  faith  and  its  religion,  would  at  once 
decide  this  paramount  duty  for  Uie  whole  world. 

The  main  question  is  not  what  opinion  is  your  faith,  but  is  it  the  pure  faith  in  the  one 
Creator? 

All  confidence  of  mind,  in  faith,  must  be  by  truth  and  reason. 

^*  The  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,''  rest  on  tes- 
timony of  unimpeachable  character,  no  less  than  that  of  God,  and  determine  in  God 
iluBe. 

God  is  a  perfect  Being,  perfectly  wise,  as  the  First  Great  Cause  must  be  self-exist- 
tent,  beyond  which  analysis  and  analogy,  daughters  of  reason,  cannot  go.  , 

Tbe  wisest  humility,  then,  causes  the  rational  mind  to  be  at  once  and  perfectly  self- 
resided  into  the  glorious  supremacy  of  the  Almighty.  ^ 

Men's  assertion  of  their  faith  offers  not  the  least  reason  for  acquiescence  in  its  supre- 
macy,  unless  its  principles  practically  prove  it  conclusively.  Few  have  calibre  of  mind 
and  character  to  warrant  acquiescence,  as  their  works  and  general  character  are  to  be 
estimated,  appreciated,  and  deemed  accountable,  for  themselves. 

Mind  has  to  depend  on  Supreme  Principles,  that  exclude  all  usurpation  and  im- 
posture. 

The  people  must  open  their  eyes  in  regard  to  faith,  and  judge  properly  for  them- 
seWes. 

Too  many  are  followers,  not  original  thinkers.  We  can  take  no  cognizance  of  the 
trath  or  falsehood,  but  by  mind  and  reason  acting  on  the  process  ;  all  other  pretences 
are  demoralizing,  hence  faith  must  be  degraded  not  to  submit  to  this  principle.  The 
conscience  is  the  guide  all  the  time,  and  must  not  that  be  directed  aright  by  rational 
edacation.  God  gave  its  innate  ^ulty  full  and  adequate  to  such  reception,  to  mind's 
demuids  and  reason's  requirements. 

Now  as  education  iB  the  discipline,  and  as  that  discipline  may  incline  to  perversion 
of  self-interest  and  ignominious  custom,  then  reason  is  to  act  and  re-act  forever,  on  the 
great  funds,  the  treasures  of  mind. 

The  education  in  peculiar  faith  varies  as  men's  faces,  if  not  governed  to  the  one 
great  essential  Cause,  on  which  reason  turns. 

Even  savages  recognise  laws,  reparation  for  murder,  all  from  mind,  that  in  all  its 
varied  states,  from  innocence  and  purity  to  crime  ;  from  ignorance  to  error ;  from  bru- 
talitv  to  civilization,  is  in  abeyance  more  or  less*to  rational  restrictions. 

Even  the  Emperor  of  China,  miscalled  celestial,  brother  to  the  sun  and  moon,  has 
^ith,  and  that  especially,  to  exclude  what  belongs  to  mind  and  reason. 

To  compel  the  faith-adoption  of  the  reigning  world-dynasties,  absolutism  of  church 
and  state  ordains  its  various  inquisitions. 

To  cover  up  its  felonious  brute  force,  it  marshals  all  its  miserable  fanatic  sophistry. 
Citizens,  explore  all. 

What  is  the  standard  of  truth  ?     Reason. 

Through  what  means  1  Mind,  cultivated  to  the  most  exalted  capacity  of  its  intel- 
lectual qualities. 

Why  do  you  discuss,  speak,  or  read,  but  on  these  universal  principles,  to  convince 
^  act  out  mind's  part  ? 

Can  you  without  mind  convince,  and  can  you  best  convince  without  the  best  exercise 
of  reason? 
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Mind  and  reason  exalt  from  one  state  of  society  to  the  other  bf  the  four,  to  the  height 
that  of  civilization. 

Mind  and  reason  extricate  the  savaffe^  for  a  more  civilized  state,  from  the  errors  of 
faith  and  its  education,  by  their  safe  mnds,  to  enlightened  principles  and  their  educa- 
tion ;  upsetting  the  tyranny  and  vulgar  pretensions  of  peculiar  faith  in  all  ages. 

But  for  mind  and  reason,  with  all  their  faith  and  its  bibles,  the  past  nations  of  anti- 
quity would  never  have  been  rescued  from  the  dark  ages. 

The  faith  of  absolutism  binds  the  world  to  its  despotism,  its  mandates  and  its  ini- 
quities. 

That  of  Russia  binds  the  people  to  government  of  an  autocrat  and  the  church  of  the 
Greeks. 

That  of  Rome  upsets  the  will  of  the  only  sovereigns,  the  people,  and  crushes  their 
only  divine  rights,  under  the  rule  of  its  brutaJity. 

That  of  France  has  made  her  forget  her  own  position,  and  caused  her  to  play  the 
hypocrite  and  tyrant  of  the  world^s  privileges. 

There  is  no  end  to  its  corruption,  as  there  is  no  dignity  in  its  aspirations. 

Nought  but  the  light  of  mind,  of  right  cultivation  and  purified  reason,  can  raise  them 
to  the  dignity  of  Creation  rights. 

The  only  way  to  escape  the  subtle  wiles  of  insidious  sophistry,  the  degrading  power 
of  priestocracy  and  all  its  hierarchy,  all  the  world's  absolutism,  that  perverts,  corrupts, 
or  misrules,  is  by  mind  and  reason,  God's  gifls. 

The  day  that  exhibits  mind's  reception  of  any  faith,  without  its  reason,  proves  that 
mind  is  reckless  and  wickedly  blind,  stupid  in  its  folly  and  crime,  and  even  more. 

No  genuine  faith  can  arise  without  genuine  and  rational  proof  of  the  truth ;  the 
reverse  is  foolish,  absurd,  and  false. 

When  faith  is  sought  to  be  forced  on  mind  without  reason,  that  person  is  impeached 
for  blind  faith  that  he  has  abready  adopted ;  his  sincerity  is  doubted,  and  his  faith  looks 
dishonest.     • 

But  faith  in  tradition  afiects  peculiarity ;  that  spoils  all,  and  that  mind  cannot  re- 
cognise. 

All  such  articles  of  creed  and  dogmas  rest  on  arbitrary  views,  whilst  all  that  rational 
religion  asserts,  are  triumphantly  and  liberally  referred  to  the  code  of  reason. 

What  reason  stamps  is  a  perfect  passport—all  else  is  rejected. 

Faith  is  any  and  everything,  as  interest  and  sectarian  education  peculiarly  dictate. 

But  some  may  affect  that  one  faith  may  be  as  good  as  another,  as  the  best  may  have 
the  best  Messiah,  as  Christians  having  Christ  for  the  Messiah.  That  position  is  most 
conclusively  condemned,  as  all  such  steps  are  acts  of  most  disreputable  disloyalty  to 
God,  divesting  him  of  his  attributes,  and  contracting  his  divinity  to  a  sphere  more 
limited  than  his  creation. 

The  very  idea  of  trinity,  that  is  common  to  the  Vedas  and  other  bibles,  not  being  a 
plurality  of  polytheism,  is  an  absurdity,  sophistry,  subterfuge,  an  evasion  of  most  out- 
rageous pretensions. 

Force  your  family,  children,  wife,  or  relations,  the  social  circle,  or  your  country,  into 
dishonest  faith,  and  you  damn  your  world. 

Monarchs,  force  your  subjects  to  union  of  church  and  state,  and  you  damn  your  state 
to  intolerance,  persecution  and  inquisition,  inconsistent  with  free  and  just  principles, 
and  only  tolerable  as  mind  prevents  the  odious  despotism. 

God's  theology  is  not  to  create  man's  theology. 

All  systems  must  elicit  principles  to  arrest  the  illegitimate  results  of  popular  passions, 
and  remedy  the  evils  of  society. 

To  wish  the  people  converts  to  idle  faith,  is  base  faith. 

Pretences  to  religion  on  faith  not  rational,  are  made  to  eradicate  morals  that  are 
social. 

Faith  is  to  be  kept  between  conscience  and  God,  not  between  mind  and  mind,  as  all 
peculiar  faith  is.     Faith  has  nothing  to  do  with  mind  and  mind. 

If  wrong  faith  exists,  what  else  than  sophistry  can  exist  to  support  it  ?  Sophistry 
will  prevau,  unless  rational  mind  counteracts  it  effectually. 

But  the  mystery  of  faith ! 

The  God  of  mind  gave  reason,  not  mystery  of  faith.  That  is  as  clear  as  that  reason 
governs  life,  if  mind  is  to  be  respected. 

When  man  tells  the  world,  that  it  is  not  to  reason  in  any  respect  about  faith,  that 
man  is  lost  to  reason,  self-respect,  truth,  honesty,  virtue,  above  all,  to  rational  religion. 

Impressions  of  faith  should  come  by  intrinsic  merits,  not  by  any  foreign  support, 
aided  by  sex,  passion,  nor  improper  influences. 

Let  us  have  no  dogma,  but  all  only  as  reason  requires.     To  admit  all  that  we  can 
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obtain  (m  dus  source  of  God  is  enough  aa  essential,  for  to  go  beyond  or  less  does  not 
redound  to  God^s  glory,  nor  our  dignity  of  candor. 

The  ancient  vassalage  of  faith  was  by  misfortune  and  ignorance  arising  from  the 
brutaJ  and  barbaroas  state  of  the' times,  but  now  it  is  more  degrading  from  the  people^s 
otrn  faulL 

If  shame  attached  to  the  ancients  for  their  foolish  superstitions,  how  mnch  more  so 
especially  to  the  present  priestocracv  for  their  criminal  continuance,  and  to  the  people 
for  tbeir  stupid  adoption,  with  all  the  lights  of  science  before  them. 

The  walled  town  of  faith,  cannot  exclude  reason. 

The  inside  barbarians  will  hare  to  yield  the  question.  They  can  say  nothing  more 
thaif  is  justifiable  by  the  state  of  creation  facts,  and  consequently  must  keep  their 
tonjjues  still,  as  they  are  not  and  cannot  be  justified  by  honesty  and  truth. 

If  the  intellifirent  world  were  called  upon  to  estimate  any  one  quality  necessary  for 
its  good,  it  would  have  to  say  that  it  is  truth  all  the  time,  the  very  foundation  of  all 
ntional  faith,  for  a  lie  originates  false  faith  all  over  the  world. 

How,  then,  can  that  part  of  the  world  be  better,  till  all  concerned  learn  to  speak  and 
teach  the  truth  ?  Her  primary  benefits  are  universal,  while  the  low  habits  of  falsehood 
and  sophistry,  will  lower  the  world  generally  to  the  end  of  infamy,  that  perjurers  must 
eostam. 

All  belief  or  faith  to  be  valid,  is  through  reformation  of  mind,  an  act  of  inspiration 
on  mind  by  influences  productive  thereof. 

Those  who  refuse  reason  to  faith,  must  refuse  truth  beyond  doubt.  There  can  be  no 
&ith  established  by  God  inconsistent  with  both,  for  that  is  impossible.  Then  faith, 
vithoot  truth  and  reason,  is  worth  nothing*  at  all.  Who  is  the  author  of  faith  ?  God. 
Will  he  institute  any  peculiar  faith  that  rules  him  out  of  his  power,  and  mind  out  of 
Kzmi  and  truth  I 

It  is  ineffably  stupid  to  suppose  it  for  an  instant.  Yet  all  measiahshipe  do  this !  Of 
courae  they  cannot  stand,  while  all  rational  things  are  possible  with  God.  Then  all 
imtiona!  faith  is  credulity. 

But  then,  faith  may  be  historical,  saving,  or  any  other.  If  God  spoke  any  such,  all 
sich  must  be  most  rational,  all  depending  on  the  testimony  of  truth,  his  mouth-piece, 
iod  mast  be  estimated  accordingly.  But  all  bible  of  tradition  faiths  are  irrational,  and 
therefore,  never  spoken  by  God.  They  are  untrue.  God^s  position  rules  them  out  as 
coonterfeit. 

Bat  the  abundant  superstition  of  the  world  may  oppose  all  proper  duty  of  faith 
founded  on  reason,  as  that  superstition  would  arouse  much  of  the  world.  AH  this  is 
in  antigonism  with  reliance  and  confidence  in  omnipotent  truth. 

What  rational  mind  is  afraid  to  investigate,  as  that  is  the  only  way  to  reach  the 
^th,  by  equal  balances  1  What  is  mind  worth,  not  to  act  as  mind  should  do  ?  The 
^orld  asks  us  to  declare  for  some  faith-^and  if  we  do  not  declare  for  its  purity,  and  dis- 
card all  superstition,  we  are  not  just  to  ourselves  or  our  minds,  our  duty,  our  God. 

In  faith,  as  in  lands  and  worldly  possessions,  we  have  to  look  at  the  right  titles,  else 
tSf  whole  is  not  worth  the  time  and  thought  devoted  thereto,  as  all  such  are  necessarily 
(iefpctive  and  imperfect. 

Faith  in  God  cannot  possibly  arise  from  prophecies,  visions,  oracles,  types,  nor  figures, 
u  mind  alone  can  recognise  the  appreciation  through  his  works. 

Faith  without  rational  proof,  is  absurd. 

Faith  embraces  all  the  errors  of  bibles  of  tradition,  while  reason  disciplined  by  phi- 
l'j«ophical  science,  expels  them.     Which,  then,  is  the  true  friend  of  mind  ? 

I  aith  must  be  necessarily  rational  to  be  truth^l,  otherwise  it  is  the  basest  and  veriest 


There  can  be  no  merit  in  faith,  unless  that  faith  can  stand  all  the  severest  test  and 
•emtiny  of  truth. 

What  depth  of  injury  to  the  world  in  all  ages  of  mind,  has  imperfect  feith  perpetrat- 
^  ^  One  kind  of  faith  has  persecuted  another.  They  must  conclusively  prove  them- 
KWes  all  bad.  The  very  moment  faith  uses  any  such,  she  ceases  to  be  infallible,  as 
^e  mast  be  irrational  and  peculiar  by  such  acts. 

There  can  be  no  proscription  in  rational  religion  ;  no  inquisition  by  machinery  for  the 
Mr,  nor  of  opinion  for  the  mind. 

Do  not  act  inconsistently,  hypocritically,  and  corruptly,  about  faith.  All  rational 
^lurs  can  obtain  honest  faith  from  honest  minds,  by  truth  and  reason,  not  otherwise, 
else  the  faith  is  dishonest  and  alien  by  falsehood. 

There  can  be  no  exception.  Freedom,  that  is  intelligent,  disclaims  the  serfs  of 
&ith. 

Faith  of  the  state  I    What  false  pretence,  felony,  and  tyranny  of  absolutism !    If 
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any  such  had  been  the  true  worship  and  right  of  conscience,  there  never  would  have 
been  a  disturbance. 

Place  your  faith  on  no  man  or  set  of  men,  much  less  on  the  minions  of  pec^iliar  faith ; 
sectarianism  is  not  for  intelligent  freemen,  when  it  is  not  fit  for  serfs  and  slaves.  The 
people  are  told  that  they  must  have  faith.  Can  they  have  faith  without  reason  ?  If 
they  think  so,  either  their  advisers  are  deceived,  or  the  deceivers.  But  how  can 
we  get  the  truth,  when  the  parties  are  interested  ?  If  you  do  not  investigate  the 
truth  yourself,  you  may  get  the  trash.  There  is  in  truth  no  such  thing  as  absolute  faith, 
but  confidence  in  truth  or  its  representative.  Faith  does  not  remove  mountains,  only  ft 
knowledge  of  science,  correctly  put  in  action,  removes  them.  Mathematical  science  is 
exact,  and  begets  confidence,  in  the  execution  and  operation  under  its  proper  cogni- 
zance, yet  the  materials  or  the  investigator  may  be  erroneous.  Which  is  least,  a  dis- 
honest belief  or  an  honest  belief  1     The  first  is  hypocrisy,  the  last  is  honesty. 

Faith  cannot  be  a  boast  at  all,  unless  it  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  facts  of 
science.  It  is  all  proveable  at  once,  on  the  right  principles  of  science  philosophical. 
If  we  go  at  once  to  the  highest  source,  we  wUl  reach  only  rational  faith— rational  je- 
ligion. 

We  need  that  faith  to  live  and  die  by.     The  true  one  is  that — ^that  only  is  rational. 

Faith  is  subordinate  to  reason  and  truth.  But  the  bigot  exclaims,  you  must  not  in- 
veigh against  my  faith ! 

What  has  the  world  to  do  with  his  faith,  if  untrue  1 

The  quicker  it  is  abolished,  the  better  for  him  in  his  delusion.  If  all  be  not  done 
right,  do  not  attempt  it  at  all.  This  thing  of  faith  is  not  a  speculation,  but  a  deduction 
of  facts,  it  is  not  a  thing  of  popularity  as  due  to  various  causes  of  interest  to  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  essentially  a  matter  of  principle.  This  thing  of  faith  may  be  referable  to  a 
false  standard  proved  by  psychology,  as  when  minds  are  negatively  placed  they  cod 
receive  impressions  that  are  of  false  conception,  so  faith  can  be  any  and  everytiimg  at 
the  will  of  the  operator ! 

But  as  to  our  having  to  exercise  faith  in  all  departments  of  mind,  we  must  invariably 
exercise  at  the  same  time,  the  trustiest  vindication  of  truth  and  reason,  for  its  best  and 
sacred  establishment. 

We  know  enough  for  all  practical  purposes  to  accept  for  mental  satisfaction  all  prac- 
tical applications,  so  as  to  condemn  when  faith  is  not  good  or  trustworthy,  but  betrays 
its  trust.  But  to  what  does  all  this  amount  ?  Follow  no  sectaries  for  self-preservation. 
Religion  binds  mind  to  God  and  gives  it  the  faith  of  truth,  and  its  inviolable  rational 
preservation. 

No  peculiar  bible  faith  stands  the  law  of  evidence.  It  is  not  mere  faith,  but  good  faith 
that  is  truthful  and  rational;  that  the  world  needs.  Faith  without  reason,  is  an  abomi- 
nation to  mind,  the  beneficiary.  Faith  without  reason,  is  an  ignis  fatuus  of  the  world. 
That  thing  fai^  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins ;  it  is  the  scape-goat  to  many  iniquities. 

You  cannot  sunder  reason  from  faith. 

What  right  have  any  to  dictate  by  social  force  to  any,  in  irrational  faith  ?  Any  that 
is  not  rational,  is  not  religion.  The  great  astonishment  is  that  the  world,  the  people, 
should  be  so  stupid  as  to  believe  in  faith  that  is  not  proved  and  is  nothing  of  itself.  It 
is  a  vice,  when  credulity  or  belief  without  proof  Self-preservation  begets  a  proper 
belief  on  facts.     Why,. then,  should  the  world  be  perverted  by  pecuHar  false  education  1 

What  are  writings  not  endorsed  by  any  truth  for  credit  to  be  paid  them,  worth?  It 
is  wonderful  that  any  analytic  mind  can  credit  them  at  all.  No  ancient  oracle  ever  bad 
less  pretension.     Both  have  no  truth. 

It  would  really  be  some  alleviation  if  the  present  professors  of  faith  could  eqact  like 
the  ancient  oracle-mongers,  but  all  this  is  gone.  There  is  no  proof  of  the  least  faith 
contended  for,  on  either  set  of  scriptures,  and  all  the  pitiful  vestiges  of  oracles  are 
gone.  And  because  people  are  destitute  of  investigation,  they  now  must  continue  des- 
titute of  consistency  of  truth. 

Some  have  little  or  no  opinions  of  their  own  in  theology  or  faith,  afraid  to  express 
them  for  fear  of  their  not  being  right  but  unpopular,  only  ready  to  go  with  the  current, 
sold  to  the  customs,  fashions  and  errors  of  the  day,  never  able  to  get  out  of  the  mud  of 
such  pollution. 

Why  cannot  the  intelligent  community  of  thinking  men  speak  out,  instead  of  being 
vassal  to  the  stupid  unpopularity  ?     The  world  has  its  masters  in  all  peculiar  faiths  and 

S'ofessions,  and  their  dictation  is  law,  by  reason  of  their  temporal  supposed  character, 
ut  the  true  faith  only  looks  to  the  true  standard  of  God,  not  the  peculiar  dictation 
of  man.     No  faith  can  be  good  that  has  not  good  reason. 
Who  lives  by  faith  alone  ?     That  is  absurd. 
Has  faith  or  reason  the  power  to  reduce  all  things  into  their  original  elements  1    A 
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person  is  to  be  damned  for  his  faith,  if  he  don't  have  it  peculiar — or  if  he  have  it 
different  1  That  destroys  free  a^ncy  and  correlative  responsibility,  while  the  true 
owner  of  mind  is  silent,  and  lets  nund  carry  out  its  free  agency  under  the  circumstances 
of  creatioo.  What  is  the  difference,  after  all  ?  Rationalists  have  principle,  good  faith, 
whilst  all  others  have  faith  ordered  to  terms  of  credulity  that  is  only  analogous  to  pe- 
oalisr  opinion,  no  faith  in  reality.  The  lights  of  the  world  must  give  credit  for  its 
sincerity. 

This  constitutes  a  pure,  brilliant  and  patriotic  blessing. 

This  does  not  belong  to  the  usurping  impostor  tribe. 

The  peculiar  god  of  faith,  is  worshipped  by  the  last. 

This  image-faith  outrages  reason  and  mind's  rights. 

Faith  ia  worth  something  to  kings ;  will  they  hiy  down  faith  ?  You  may  ask  them 
to  lay  down  their  crowns  as  well.  What,  then,  could  be  expected  of  their  vaa* 
sals? 

There  are  two  classes  of  professors  of  faith,  one  that  honestly  seeks  the  true  one, 
kooving  no  better  than  that  peculiar  faith  is  the  proper  one ;  the  other  misleading, 
knowing  better,  but  preferring  to  be  wrong  and  misleading  others.  When  the  peopte 
find  out  this,  they  will  repay  with  vengeance  many  fold. 

A  blind  and  implicit  faith  is  necessary  to  establish  a  peculiar  faith.  There  i^no  vir- 
tue in  all  this,  as  it  produces  extreme  of  sin. 

The  faith-men  go  to  sleep  on  what  has  been  carried  out  for  them  by  rulers  of  thousands 
of  years  past. 

How  few  read  and  understand  the  bible,  or  read  it  through  ?  Of  course  they  do  not 
aoaiyze  it,  and  go  by  impulse  to  those  affiliated,  Who  advise  as  interest  and  feelings 
prompt !    Are  these  proper  safe-guards  of  mind  ?  • 

How  few  ever  think  of  the  proper  analysis  of  the  subject^  till  their  feelings  bid  them 
seek  in  the  cant  phrase  of  the  day,  that  which  they  already  had  given  them  ? 

And  instead  of  seeking  in  the  whole  comprehension  of  the  universe  for  religion,  they 
go  to  man's  books,  which  are  as  fallible  as  their  stupid  writers  and  impostors. 

A  man  gets  excited  at  a  meeting  all  at  once,  and  he  then  is  told  about  religion  for 
the  first  time ;  he  undertakes  it  without  analysis,  and  joins  the  church !  Yes,  but  he 
maT  express  his  sorrow  that  he  ever  read  so  much  about  the  anti-elect,  or  the  elect. 
What,  afraid  of  truth ! 

The  fault  is,  he  has  not  comprehended  the  proper  analysis  of  the  whole  subject.  Pe- 
culiar fai&  only  produces  a  minority,  rational  faith  civilizes  the  whole. 

We  desire  the  world-wide  question  ended  in  peace  of  civilization,  that  shall  carry 
the  best  of  fruits  to  every  mind,  and  the  best  of  happiness  to  every  soul.  This  mighty 
<fae9tion  of  faith  has  been  agitated  in  all  countries,  to  the  malign  enmity  of  all,  when 
^e  elements  of  good  faith  can  bring  a  millenium,  a  conservative  restoration  to  the 
»hoIc  world. 

We  need  peace  and  satisfaction.  We  need  the  closing  on  the  noblest  basis,  and  that 
(3  rational  religion.     Citizens  of  the  world,  aid  in  its  final  comprehension. 

But  we  must  have  faith,  at  the  expense  of  mind ;  that  is  not  rational ;  cannot  bo 


The  greatest  and  purest  of  all  faiths  is  that  of  truth. 

Faith  is  a  virtue,  but  it  must  have  virtuous,  noble,  intellectual  and  truthful  princi- 
ples, otherwise  it  is  an  ignoble  outrage.  Prejudice  is  blind,  as  a  blind  man,  having  a 
brilliant  light.  No  man  should  change  from  the  faith  of  his  father !  Run  out  the  analysis, 
4Qd  you  will  have  it  very  high  in  superstition,  as  the  very  first  start  was  in  the  commotion 
of  elements  and  fear  of  a  wrathful  Destroyer.    Faith  goes  with  truth,  else  it  is  credulity. 

The  world  is  false  to  itself.  What  makes  it  so  ?  Peculiar  faith.  What  is  a  greater 
J^hug  than  &ith,  which  is  faithless  credulity  if  blindly  adopted  without  due  investiga- 
tion and  analysis.     Faith  is  an  idol. 

Ere  we  adopt  faith,  we  must  analyze  what  is  religion.  All  faith  must  be  rational  to 
fttt  on  proper  evidence.  Orthodox  faith  is  right  thinking  faith,  that  comes  by  enlight- 
ened mijid,  depending  on  no  governmental  machinery. 

W'e  are  told  to  have  faith.  Who  endorses  their  authority,  that  they  should  endorse 
for  faith  1  It  is  foolish  to  adopt  faith,  not  investigated  and  analyzed. 

Truth  is  the  exponent  of  principles  and  facts  most  sacred,  to  be  first  and  last  and  all 
tl»e  time,  truth  before  faith,  as  the  unity  of  the  God  of  nature  before  trinity  of  men^s 
ootioiM,  that  violate  the  truth  of  science  and  reason.  Mind  is  so  constituted  as  to  believe 
'igt'tly  on  proper  proof.  Then  are  sincerity,  confidence  and  humility  established.  The 
great  error  of  the  world  is  faith,  without  value  received.  God  takes  the  will  for  the  deed 
*f  thoae  who  cannot  know  any  better,  but  then  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  give  the  best 
uid  eaiightened  deed  with  the  will,  and  that  they  never  do  with  the  faith  of  bible  tradi- 
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tions.  What  does  such  faith  amount  to,  after  all  1  Faith  cannot  over-ride  truth,  know- 
led?e,  science,  conunon  sense,  the  evidence  of  our  senses  and  wisdom. 

Every  facility  ought  to  be  furnished  the  world,  to  learn  the  truth,  not  the  faith,  onlj 
as  it  accords  with  the  truth  of  religion.  Let  reason  triumph  if  faith  sin  forever,  as  it  is 
trash  unless  upheld  by  truth. 

Justice  before  liberality,  mind  and  truth  forever  before  faith,  else  the  world  is  ruined 
instead  of  saved. 

The  world  has  been  made  fool  of  by  faith. 

There  is  but  one  universal  faith,  as  one  universal  religion.  Bible-of-tradition-faith 
swallows  any  monstrosity,  because  it  finds  it  bible  written.  What  credulity  can  be  more 
foolish,  what  falsehood  greater  ? 

Patriotism,  truth,  reason,  law,  science,  honor,  rational  religion,  invoke  a  change. 
We  recognise  no  right  of  faith  over  reason.  We  seek  by  direct,  not  indirect  means  to 
reach  truth.  Shall  botchers  in  faith  decide  for  freemen  ?  Shall  the  doctrine  of  elec- 
tion prevent  the  investigation  of  truth  and  reason  ?  If  so,  faith  is  fraud  and  false  pre- 
tence. We  have  seen  persons  in  conversation  seek  to  force  others  to  their  belief,  opi- 
nion or  creed.    What  honor  is  in  this,  of  a  discarded  system  ? 

This  produces  results  injurious  to  truth  and  peace.  Let  the  world  of  mind  be  duly 
informed  and  thoroughly  instructed,  before  any  action  is  had.  The  unity  of  God  pre- 
sents the  true  majesty  to  promote  a  universal  brotherhood,  and  that  is  too  important  to 
be  sacrificed  to  a  clique,  or  what  sects  can  do.  The  Romans  have  tried  that  under  the 
pretences  of  Catholicism,  but  the  soul  of  unity  was  wanting.  The  w^orld  is  cut  up  into 
clans  of  private  societies,  all  availing  nothing,  serving  to  distract  and  delude  the  world. 
What  has  the  world  to  do  with  the  popularity  of  sectarian  clans  ?  What  humbugs  t 
This  is  a  matter  of  personal  merit.  W  hen  faith  takes  precedence  of  reason,  fanatic^ 
is  the  result.  Not  only  peculiar  faith  then  prevails,  but  all  its  errors  and  vices.  We 
have  all  sorts  of  miracles,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  transubstantiation,  and  liquefaction  of  the 
blood  of  St.  Januarius.  The  divisions  of  faith,  if  true,  are  never  adverse  to  reason 
but  corroborated  by  it.  Matters  are  put  not  on  their  merits,  but  on  profession  of  faith, 
not  on  the  pure  testimony  of  that  faith.  What  dogmas  of  superstition  have  been  too 
monstrous  to  be  adopted  1  What  will  not  the  mind,  perverted  by  seductions  and  hope 
of  power,  do  ?  Stupid  corruption  only  prevents  the  right  decree.  When  faith  is  not 
established  on  reason,  it  is  sheer  credulity.  True  faith  confirms,  peculiar  faith  detracts 
from  God^s  attributes.     As  to  faith,  your  sense  will  decide,  if  your  honesty  will  permit. 

The  nature  of  evidence,  if  truthfully  carried  out,  would  supersede  all  blind  faith. 

You  can  tell  us  much  about  faith  !  The  best  is,  to  let  alone  faith  entirely,  and  stick 
to  religion. 

What,  is  not  faith,  religion  ?    Not  at  all. 

They  are  two  different  questions :  peculiar  faith  is  the  reverse  of  rdigion. 

Some  affect  that  one  faith  is  as  good  as  another,  but  there  can  be  but  one  rdigion  the 
world  over. 

Faith  is  asserted  to  be  proved  by  feeling,  devotion  or  affection  !  How  deceptive,  as 
paganism,  as  well  as  its  branch,  Christianity,  is  assumed  to  be  proved  by  feelings.  In 
aU  such,  you  must  mind  your  owm  self-delusions.  What  sort  of  world  morals  are  those 
that  reflect  antagonism  and  social  proscription  for  an  honest,  sincere  disbelief  of  peculiar 
faith  1  Huw  great  the  delusion  is,  to  deceive  the  people,  that  one  faith  is  as  good  as 
another.     How  false  the  assertion  !     Then  there  is  actually  only  one  good  ^th. 

How  does  the  world  clash  so  1  Either  the  world  is  wrong  or  the  faith  is,  one  or 
both.  What  faith  is  fully  sustained  by  principles,  free  from  sectarianism  ?  There  can 
be  only  one,  and  that  sustaining  the  unity,  providence,  attributes  and  perfection  of  the 
Almighty.  All  the  universe  centres  in  him.  When  faith  becomes  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  world  wide  question,  then  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  its  peculiarity,  but  it  will  be 
absorbed  into  religion,  a  universal  solved  problem.  We  cannot  believe  in  any  system 
entire  of  ancient  philosophy,  nor  faith,  when  there  was  so  much  defect  in  all  and  the 
means  of  improvement. 

The  moderns  have  a  hundred  brilliants  to  one  of  the  ancients,  and  of  course  the  mo- 
dems are  proportionably  acdoontable  for  their  position. 

The  world  is  vitally  interested  in  truth,  honesty  and  religion,  but  none  of  faith  only 
as  it  accords  therewith.  Faith  can  only  be  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  by  the 
evidence  of  things  seen.  Faith  or  no  faith,  mankind  should  be  properly  convinced  of 
the  fact,  the  great  leading  fact.  How  otherwise  can  they  be  honest,  truthful  and  UiWy 
satisfied,  honorably  so,  that  all  is  right  and  just  1  How  can  you  carry  out  the  original  idea 
of  genius  and  mind  with  bigots  ?  You  have  to  leave  them  in  their  stupidity,  else  tliey 
may  ruin  you.  You  may  not  change  them,  and  they  would  murder  you  if  they  had 
power  to  produce  that  change.    The  change  of  the  age  of  the  world  does  not  change 
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the  natite  of  the  bigot,  who  is  bigot  Btill.  The  animal,  is  animal  still.  The  nature  of 
the  beast  does  not  change.  Proper  discussions  on  the  facts  will  answer  when  the  mind 
of  the  world  becomes  sound  enough  to  reason,  after  breaking  off  from  its  past  errors. 
A  simple  unsophisticated  citizen  of  the  world,  of  city  or  country,  supposes  when  he 
bears  the  jH-iestocracy  affect  all  they  are  domg  is  for  souls,  that  it  is  all  religion  they 
are  speeially  pleading  for.  But  it  is  not  a  word  actually  true,  by  the  very  nature  of 
thiogsseen. 

It  is  all  peculiar  faith !  Now  what  has  all  peculiar  faith  of  the  whole  world  got  to  do 
with  the  pore  faith  of  pure  truth  ?     What  a  miserable  state  of  world  morals. 

There  are  hundreds  of  millions  of  sectarians  to-day  in  the  world,  and  you  could  not 
get  the  truth  out  of  any  about  their  peculiar  faith,  clearly  as  it  is  that  all  such  is  antag- 
onistie  to  monotheism,  the  only  religion  in  God's  universe. 

No  pecdiar  faith  suits  the  country,  much  less  the  world,  or  the  whole  universe. 
Mind  requires  the  pure  faith  of  truth,  and  that  is  universal.  There  can  be  no  such 
thing  as  peculiar  faith,  and  none  but  stupid  priestocracies  of  the  world  ever  dreamed  of 
SQch  a  tlung.  The  vety  idea  of  faith  implicit  was  absolutely  required  by  all  ancient 
teachers  and  philosophers,  from  pupils  who  were  required  to  hear  for  years  their  mas- 
ters without  even  questioning  them. 

Are  modems^  children  like  the  ancients,  that  they  cannot  question  or  analyze  ? 

•The  worid  sbonid  have  no  faith  but  what  is  good,  right  and  true,  and  comprehend  too 
where  all  tends.  It  should  have  none  of  the  vices  of  political  capital.  What  are  party 
and  mere  faith  questions  worth  to  the  whole  world,  that  needs  conservative  principles  ? 
The  only  faith  is  good  faith,  for  the  whole  truth  of  religion.  Faith  is  only  good  and 
trac,  as  it  accords  with  truth  of  universal  facts.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  all 
intelligent  minds  should  demand  of  the  pulpit  people,  as  the  highest  duty  to  purity  of 
ntiooal  faith  and  religion,  a  proof  of  the  authenticity  preached,  competent  to  satisfy  an 
honorable  court  of  justice,  otherwise  for  all  the  preachers  to  be  silent  and  leave  the 
pulpit,  aod  resign  their  churches  for  monotheism.  The  intelUgent  world  is  simple  to 
k  Itself  be  trifled  with,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore.  I  do  not  know  of  any  kind 
of  taith,  but  what  is  good  and  consistent  with  truth  and  reason. 

They  talk  of  spiritual  faith.  There  is  no  such  thing  abstracted  from  rational  faith. 
It  is  all  a  pretence.  Give  us  facts,  truth  first,  then  faith  will  follow.  But  it  is  foolish 
frwd  to  ask  for  faith  anterior  to  these.  No  honest  and  truthful  analyst  can  do  it ;  none 
but  debauched  priestocracies,  whose  minds  are  bribed,  and  act  coUusively,  can  do  it. 
The  priestocracy  affect  faith  and  not  works,  a  most  demorahzing  doctrine,  if  it  can  mean 
uyUuog.  They  talk  of  helping  their  unbelief.  That  will  help  itself  if  the  rational  mind 
he  left  open  to  rational  conviction. 

MiiKl  is  so  constituted  that  it  is  made  the  recipient  of  facts,  on  tnithful  conviction. 

Faith  without  facts  is  credulity,  and  if  that  credulity  has  had  motives,  it  is  a  world's 
corse. 

Can  you  pnestocracy  act  like  honest  people  and  stop,  close  your  business,  as  you, 
ywir  bibles,  and  profession,  are  conclusively  convicted  of  false  pretences  1  Do  not 
mislead  the  world  for  a  little  pittance.  Act  like  Americans.  There  were  old  pretended 
prophets  of  various  kinds  at  Rome,  pagans  you  call  them.  Who  believes  they  told  the 
truth  ?  God  had  inomutable  principles  at  first,  then  he  had  no  dispensations  of  paganism, 
Judaism,  or  Christianity,  which  are  utterly  antagonistic,  though  the  latter,  as  Mahom- 
inedanism,  Mormonism,  depends  on  Judaism.  There  is  nothing  in  names,  it  is  in  the 
thiftff  itself.  Christian,  the  Pagan  is  as  truthful  as  you.  You  both  borrowed,  plagiar- 
ised on  mind  ;  you  did  the  most  and  gave  no  credit  for  it,  and  are  the  greater  robber  of 
theiwo. 

Faith  is  the  representative  of  facts,  otherwise  it  is  not  faith.  There  is  no  ridicule 
eo  effectual  aa  that  intrinsically  identified  with  the  solecisms  of  arguments  on  the  facts 
of  the  case.  You  may  have  all  faith,  all  else,  and  if  you  have  not  truth  and  honesty, 
ym  have  nothing.  Though  the  world  talks  about  faith  to  the  end  of  time,  yet  unless  it 
IS  consistent  with  the  facts  of  creation  it  is  all  a  blind  man's  folly  and  imposition.  The 
world  may  boast  of  any  faith,  but  all  stich  will  be  its  bitterest  curse  and  deadliest  enemy 
t^nleaa  it  be  good  faith,  consistent  with  rational  religion.  The  peculiar  bible  faith  is  the 
•al-swindler's  tbeme. 

The  good  faith  of  monotheism  is  the  only  faithful  friend  of  mind,  directing  it  to  its 
^Creator  alone.  Cherish  it  with  all  the  holiest  devotion,  and  the  most  sacred 
efficiency. 

Rpject  reason !  reject  mind  as  well.  As  to  faith,  if  not  truthful,  it  is  unworthy  of 
mind,  as  below  the  dignity  of  truth,  no  matter  what  brute  and  sophist  force  com- 
■wiid  it 

Holy  peculiar  faith  is  that  of  trained  bands  of  smugglers,  who,  whether  hailing  from 
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their  pretended  holy  lands,  books,  men  saints,  all  their  holy  days,  can  nerer  be  intro- 
dnced  to  the  recognition  of  one  honest  and  enlightened  mind. 

No  peculiar  faith  can  go  to  the  nniTerse,  rehgion,  or  their  God.  What  are  all  biUes 
of  peculiar  faith  but  man^s  written  peculiar  faith  disguised  in  all  his  felony  on  religion  1 
There  are  two  dangerous  positions  of  mind  ;  one  tint  advances  peculiar  iaith,  that  has 
no  religion ;  the  other,  that  has  no  acknowledgment  of  religion,  exempt  apparently  from 
all  its  obUgations.  We  can  see  both  effects  in  overgrown  vicious  cities,  as  on  the 
frontiers  and  wilds  of  new  settlements,  both  theatres  of  robbers  and  pirates. 

A  CODE  OF  RATIONAL  FAITH  NECESSARY. 

Lrr  all  citizens  of  intelligence  or  mind,  and  worth  of  character,  act  consistently  with 
these  giAs,  and  respond  most  gratefully  for  the  best  good  of  their  immortal  souls. 

All  should  act  as  if  they  knew  they  had  inunortal  souls,  as  the  only  safe  position  to 
elevate  the  sentiments  of  mind  to  its  comprehensive  duty  and  true  allegiance.  Hitherto 
few  had  any  distinct  faith  of  immortality,  resting  on  a  rational  code,  and  certainly  no 
correspondent  action  worthy  of  mind'^s  immortal  dignity,  beyond  the  suggestions  of  their 
own  views,  prepared  to  receive  that  which  is  safe. 

The  most  that  had  to  be  established  was,  that  the  individual  believes  in  his  oisn 
universal  present  and  future  accountability  as  a  rational  being,  comprehending  as  well 
the  past  deeds  ;  and  that  he  is  responsible  at  all  times  in  that  accountability  directly  to 
principles,  or  finally  to  the  Supreme,  therefore  he  acts  consistently  in  the  deeds  of  a 
good  citizen  ;  he  believes  in  future  rewards  and  punishments,  and  he  knows  that  he  has 
to  refer  to  his  Creator  to  enjoy  the  immortality  of  his  soul-org^anization. 

This,  then,  is  the  essence  of  the  world's  code  of  rational  fiuth,  if  it  ever  consults  the 
freedom  and  light  of  mind. 

What  more  is  wanting  to  put  the  soul  on  the  safest  footing  than  an  exact  duty  to 
society  and  the  best  reverence  to  the  Supreme  ? 

The  innate  principles  arising  spontaneously  from  due  cultivation  of  intellect  give 
the  proper  direction  to  mind,  that  is  directly  indebted  to  God  for  all  that  is  needed. 

Had  there  been  anything  left  out,  where,  from  man's  first  existence  to  the  most  ma- 
tured and  expiring  age,  was  his  protection  ? 

Could  it  possibly  be  in  an  extraneous  faculty  ? 

The  God  of  mind  has  never  thus  constituted  its  circumstances.  There  can  be  no 
accountability  in  such  position ;  it  is  absurd  and  puerile. 

Some  safe  and  comprehensive  code  is  needed,  built  on  a  foundation  never  to  be  shaken, 
no  less  than  on  God's  immortal  principles,  to  meet  all  the  necessary  demands  of  mind. 

As  it  is  now,  the  majority  of  the  world  has  no  active  distinct  faith,  neither  affirms 
nor  denies  increase  of  faith ;  for  however  intellect  has  been  addressed  hitherto  by  per- 
suasion and  plausible  tradition  of  bibles,  still  that  majority  remains  unconvinced  in  mind 
and  reason. 

Its  wishes  most  sincerely  lead  it  to  the  best,  the  safest  faith,  but  that  faith  stops  at 
no  declaratory  act  during  the  age  of  man,  and  must  die  with  only  that  protection  that 
shielded  them  and  all  rational  beings  alike,  from  the  commencement  of  vital  existence 
up  to  the  period  of  their  latest  breath. 

Such  are  the  conservative  principles  of  their  existence.  Assuredly,  then,  the  world 
needs  a  code  of  its  religious  rights,  arising  from  mind's  duty  and  responsibility  in  man's 
most  comprehensive  and  perfect  accountability,  that  must  declare  tlie  full  duty,  nothing 
less  or  more,  and  leave  all  wiser  by  knowing,  and  better  by  action.  Then  the  feeling  of 
the  timid  and  the  sex  will  not  interfere  with  mind's  just,  equitable  and  everlasting  rights. 

Mind,  in  the  assertion  of  a  right  code,  will  teach  mind  that  never  tliought  aright,  or 
by  right  reflection,  its  true  position  and  dignity,  to  adopt  all  protection  from  the  great 
pale  of  its  safety,  reason  and  reason's  God,  who  is  the  only  object  of  rational  faith,  as 
Creator,  from  ail  rational  bein^  alike  suppliant  to  his  mercy. 

He  that  affects  more  than  his  position  is  an  impostor  to  his  fellow  creatures,  and  a 
blasphemer  to  his  Creator. 

God's  attributes  eternally  vindicate  his  exclusive  right  to  mind's  honest  faith,  and  im- 
peach all  others  as  violative  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  equity. 

Let  neither  man  worship  nor  anything  separate  mind  from  the  purest  adoration  of  its 
Creator. 

Let  no  intolerant  bigotry  prevent,  no  priestcrafl  monopolize,  no  union  of  any  power 
arrest,  no  sophistry  corrupt  it. 

Bible  traditions  and  man  worship  will  be  swept  away  most  certainly  sooner  or  later, 
when  reason  employs  the  right  of  mind. 
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God  wOl  assert  his  claims  exclusiYely  through  reason^s  presidency.  A  rational  system 
uf  religion  mast  be  maintained  for  right  action  and  proper  good  deportment,  for  social 
and  the  world's  good,  extended  to  the  greatest  nmnbers,  the  whole. 

The  whole  ethics  of  the  world  must  be  rational  to  be  best  accoomiodated  to  the  wants 
ofmiod. 
Let  rational  sense,  truth  and  honesty  forever  preside  at  the  world's  theatre. 

Man,  as  bom  a  helpless  infant,  ignorant  of  the  wiles  of  mind  perverted  and  corrupt, 
subject  to  evil  communications,  the  poisons  of  miserable  and  degraded  education,  abiding 
errors  of  ignoiance  and  customs,  misguided  teachings  of  dotards  and  pretenders,  invalu- 
able time  lost,  eternal  truths  never  attained,  concealed  or  mistaught,  all  the  dangers  of 
temptation  to  ills  and  evils  only  known  by  physical  ruin  and  despotic  tyrannical  habits, 
must  have  a  proper  code  for  the  family  altar,  to  the  boldest  consunmiation  of  true  faith, 
the  exertions  of  genius,  and  the  happiest  attainments  of  philosophy.  His  mind  should 
be  duly  balanced,  and  his  happiness  best  promoted  by  all  the  fundamental  principles  that 
can  glorify  his  perfect  Creator. 

Then  ao  enlightened  conscience,  the  possession  of  all  civilized  beings,  taught  the 
ethics  inherent  to  human  nature  and  its  best  condition,  reflecting  the  best  lights  of  Uie  age, 
will  continue  to  bless  mind's  fruition.  Rational  education  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world 
sboald  be  universal,  and  have  the  proper  scope  to  all  this  for  its  full  comprehension,  that 
ail  may  be  justly  dealt  witfi  and  advanced  to  the  legitimate  elevation  of  mind. 

But  one  true  system  of  religion  can  stand  all  proper  tests  and  satisfy  mind,  that  is  su- 
preme in  vital  religion,  as  all  proper  principles  direct  a  certain  and  unmistakable  educa- 
tion for  mind's  present  ^ood  and  fiiture  happiness. 

This  question  will  bnng  the  people  of  all  faiths  to  a  right  solution,  as  there  can  be 
bat  one  true  faith  resulting  on  inherent  elements. 

No  system  of  faith  can  restrain  the  spirit  of  the  wilderness  unless  sane  by  mind's 
ciTilization. 

The  mighty  cities  of  the  earth  have  even  their  dark  and  criminal  comers  and  circles 
as  well  as  the  country,  all  amenable  to  mind's  correction. 

The  only  saving  faith  is  that  resting  on  the  right  foundation,  and  directing  in  the 
right  way. 

Mind  of  civilization  must  do  that. 

The  rights  of  reason  are  to  be  heard  when  faith  speaks. 

''  Faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,*^ 
says  one  of  the  bibles  of  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries. 

Bot  seen  or  not  seen,  reason  guides  the  mind  to  the  adoption  of  all  faith  on  a  right 
basis,  else  insanity  and  untmth  would  be  the  basis,  and  all  tuition  would  be  the  quint- 
essence of  sophistry. 

This  position  defines  itself  on  tmthful  testimony  properly  endorsed. 

Enhghtened  mind  in  its  utmost  sincerity  must  assert  for  its  best  good,  that  its  purest 
allegiance  is  all  due  exclusively  to  the  exclusive  Author  and  Creator  of  all.  His  crea- 
tion can  never  be  misunderstood  by  mortals  observing  and  reflecting  on  his  works. 

Who,  under  the  influence  of  sueh  undeniable  proof,  can  reverence  any  dogma  of  man 
for  a  day,  or  even  an  hour. 

The  constitutional  organization  of  a  rightly  balanced  mind  causes  it  to  reject  all  dog- 
loaa,  to  recognise  and  analyze  eternal  truths  and  principles,  and  as  a  faithful  sentinel  to 
the  citizens  of  the  globe,  it  is  bound  not  to  stifle  conscience  for  its  own  sake,  or  for  the 
little  lucre  of  the  moment,  custom  blind,  deceitful,  erratic,  blundering,  and  hurtful,  or 
the  more  attractive  emoluments  through  the  mbbish  of  life. 

The  Immortal  and  Supreme  Being  needs  no  service  but  pure  and  unadulterated  ways, 
hoDoiable  and  just,  that  honor  mind  and  must  honor  God. 

With  this  basis,  actions,  words,  and  thoughts,  with  the  right  direction,  are  of  rightful 
benefit,  be  they  as  humble  as  the  modest  flower  '*  that  blooms  unseen,  and  wastes  its 
iweetness  on  the  desert  air." 

No  species  of  idolatry,  no  man  or  mortal-worship,  deludes  the  just  man's  devo- 
tions. 

To  God  Almighty  alone,  as  due,  they  are  purely  paid,  the  holy  and  only  confessor, 
to  reform  on  the  past,  to  improve  for  the  future. 

IV  just  man  opens  his  mind  to  wisdom,  his  acts  to  virtue,  his  duty  with  his  fellow 
man,  his  religion  with  his  God.  He  knows  no  priest  nor  bible  of  tradition  preaching. 
He  commences  with  God,  who  is  unchangeable,  and  commenced  with  his  mind.  He 
hoUs  himself  responsible  to  the  progress  of  amendment,  and  renders  social  virtues  to 
man ;  building  his  actions  on  the  best  foundations. 

He  looks  upon  troth  as  ever  essential  to  his  actions,  that  they  maybe  rightly  endowed 
vitb  honesty. 
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His  acts  are  fundamentally  right,  as  his  intentions  axe  the  elements  of  his  happiness 
and  fruition. 

His  deeds  rebuke  mortals  who  come  short  of  duty,  curtailing  their  manliness  and 
Qapacity,  their  best  titles  and  hopes,  acting  unwisely  in  seeking  shadows,  wofully  miss- 
ing the  substance  in  their  immediate  circle. 

MONOTHEISM. 

With  such  a  code,  rational  religion,  or  monotheism,  unavoidably  arise»— it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  the  people  to  think  on  this  subject,  without  becoming  rational  religionists 
— ^that  is  most  plain.  There  can  be  only  polytheism,  atheism,  and  monotheism,  all  de- 
fining accurately  the  points  of  faith.  The  first  is  absurd,  the  second  incredible,  and  the 
last  indispensable  and  unavoidable,  the  right  concession  to  the  majesty  of  God.  Many 
have  decided  against  the  gods  of  Christianity,  Judaism,  and  all  other  peculiar  faiths, 
most  conscientiously,  as  unsuitable  for  the  universe  or  this  world,  but  lose  themselves 
in  the  vacuum  of  a  faith  having  no  fixed  principles ;  whereas  they  all  must  look  to 
themselves  all  the  time  of  consciousness,  as  most  responsible  for  due  observance  of  all 
conservative  principles,  if  they  in  good  faith  invoke  the  God  of  those  principles,  as  their 
God  and  Supreme  Ruler. 

If  they  grapple  to  his  principles,  before  religion  can  be  thrown,  the  nniverse 
dependent  on  them  will  also  fall,  and  this  at  once  destroys  all  Messiahships ;  for  conserva- 
tion of  the  universe  embraces  this  as  only  a  part  of  the  mighty  creation.  Such  botches 
have  been  all  messiahship  tinkers,  that  they  could  not  analyze  the  first  principles  of  the 
universe,  much  less  mind.  Eternal  infamy  is  their  portion,  with  all  their  pious 
frauds. 

Most  of  those  enlightened  minds  that  are  up  to  the  light  of  reason,  philosophical,  not 
sophist,  whether  invoked  to  the  investigation  of  Judaism,  Christianity,  Mahometanism, 
monnunism,  or  refined  paganism,  roust  be  considered  indifiereot  to  all  these  existeot 
partial  and  peculiar  systems  of  faith,  yet  have  no  system  perfected  in  general  to  coneeD- 
trate  their  energies  in  proper  union  and  strength. 

The  system  of  monotheism  must  be  the  only  rational  code,  and  deep  be  the  sins  of 
any  peculiar  faith-doctrine  vassals  that  seek  to  set  it  aside,  seeing  that  all  else  is  a 
blank,  that  wise  men  will  not  deny  and  good  men  will  deprecate. 

Let  not  the  want  of  union  and  knowledge  exclude  conservative  principles,  and  the 
injunction  of  duty. 

The  insurance  to  the  whole  world,  of  the  only  beneficial  code,  depends  on  individual 
exertions,  most  important  and  essential  for  a  right  start  and  permanent  action  in  life. 
Man  owes  it  to  hiniself  and  world,  fellow  citizens,  to  select  the  right  code. 

Of  course  reason  and  mind  are  to  be  warred  upon,  tortured  and  silenced  down  by 
brute  force  or  sophistry,  the  arms  of  absolutism  in  all  her  disguises. 

They  are  not  to  be  heard,  for  that  is  a  loss  forever  to  false  rule  and  nsorped  power. 

Does  the  world  need  a  moral  or  intellectual  light  1 

How  can  it  obtain  it,  but  by  mind  and  reason  ? 

Let  mortals  know  their  right,  and  do  their  whole  duty,  as  the  unchangeable  require- 
ment of  God,  of  mind,  that  is  only  responsible. 

Reason  is  God^s  favorite ;  analysis  and  analogy  her  ajssistants.  When  such  are  ab- 
sent there  can  be  no  truthful  Ikith,  for  there  can  be  no  reasonable  basis. 

There  can  be  none  totally  exempt  from  sin,  none  sanctified ;  but  the  best  state  is  the 
least  sin  while  life  lasts.  God^s  forgiveness  of  sins  may  ensue  by  appropriate  action  of 
the  delinquents,  but  all  can  only  live  improving  the  proper  insurance  on  enlightened 
principles.     In  this  there  can  be  no  mistake. 

God  alone  can  only  appreciate  man  in  all  his  vicissitudes,  and  aid  him  best  by  his 
Providence  Universal. 

To  inspire  the  right  fiiith  in  belief,  reason  must  inspire  the  world  with  wisdom,  else 
the  effect  is  only  transitory  and  evanescent. 

All  previous  modes  of*^  peculiar  worship  being  destitute  of  all  such  elements,  will 
finally  yield  to  the  noble  impulses  of  mind. 

Even  fashion  and  custom  must  be  upheld  by  reason,  or  time  will  efface  them. 

If  we  five  up  the  faith  of  reason  and  rational  mind,  we  have  to  submit  to  all  the 
abominable  doctrines  of  the  peculiar  faith  of  superstition. 

All  the  codes  for  a  bible  but  those  founded  on  reason  ought  to  be  immediately  abol- 
ished by  all  reasonable  and  cultivated  intellects,  in  their  mental  appreciation,  which 
decides  them  all  nonsense,  if  not  nuisances.  Mind  that  is  rational  must  not  only  abjure, 
reject,  and  discard  all  the  bibles  of  tradition  as  the  most  insidious  fabrications,  made  as 
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»  coCkBjHracy  against  the  best  rights  of  mind,  but  impeach  all,  as  most  demoralizing  and 
ireaeherooB  to  the  majesty  and  dignity  of  God  Almighty. 

We  ail  need  the  highest  order  of  intellectaal  and  moral  religion,  that  disseminates 
itself  in  civilization. 

Our  faith  must  be  liberal,  however  incomprehensible  the  principles  of  the  universe, 
and  modestly,  in  accordance  with  reason  that  recognises  inherent  actions. 

We  have  to  be  modest,  and  advance  on  the  modest  stepe  of  reason. 

We  can  know  of  no  revelation,  but  through  rational  mind. 

What  an  insult  to  cultivated  intellect,  to  be  asked  its  faith  in  such  legends  as  bibles 
of  tradition  give  us  ?     Intellect  recoils  indignantly,  at  the  proposition. 

The  necessary  result  will  be  forever,  under  the  circumstances,  of  freemen  not  exer- 
cising their  own  judgment  of  mind  in  matters  of  faith,  but  go  back  to  customs  of  ages, 
where  pretenders  ami  their  minions  acted  most  insidiously,  that  idol-worship  will  be  at 
ooe  point,  man-worship  at  the  other,  of  the  whole  globe.  At  the  best,  it  will  be  hard 
for  all  such  Jesuitical  belief  to  die,  most  difficult  to  be  killed  off.  Who  can  separate 
^th  from  reason  and  mind  for.  his  idol,  is  prepared  for  treason  to  human  nature. 

The  noblest  faith  is  obtained  by  the  noblest  reason. 

Name  principles  to  a  mQnotheist,.and  he  will  feel  himself  bound  to  them,  as  others  by 
law,  for  religion. 

Rationality  is  the  motto,  that  takes  precedence  of  all  low,  vukrair  proceedings.  You 
are  a  member  of  society,  and  must  pay  a  reciprocal  obligation.  The  highest  is  through 
religion.  I  do  not  believe  in  man^s  bible,  but  the  world  must  adhere  to  what  protects 
mankind  universally.  Before  any  talk  of  having  rational  improved  religion,  they  must 
show  the  essential  constituents,  truth  and  honesty,  or  there  is  no  rational  religion 
•there.  All  have  the  elements  of  religion,  but  all  do  not  make  it  rational.  Peculiar  mith 
JQst  reverses  and  lies  to  get  in,  and  all  the  time  injuring  ail  the  elements  of  religion. 
Rational  religion  will  answer  for  the  death  bed.  It  is  the  only  religion,  and  can  sus- 
tain the  dejparting%oul ;  who,  as  rational,  must  know  all  tliat  is  essential  and  beneficial. 

The  uniform  protection  to  society  is  rational  religion.     The  world  and  society  are 
boand,  in  all  the  highest  obligations,  to  act  up  to  all  its  requisitions.     As  you  seek  all 
the  benefits  of  society,  you  are  bound  to  all  for  the  best  return.     The  nearer  the  world 
becomes  one  general  commonwealth  or  common  weal,  the  nearer  perfection  will  be . 
monotheism,  the  highest  dignitary  of  all  on  earth,  next  to  rational  mind. 

Mere  atheists  cannot  speculate  on  the  existence  of  a  God,  without  feeling  Uie  neces- 
sity of  having  the  full  benefits  of  his  providence  in  this  world,  the  providence  of  con- 
servation. 

It  does  matter  for  every  principle  of  humanity,  that  correct  doctrines  should  be 
hriUiantly  illuminated  by  righteous  actions,  else  man  is  a  brute  without  innate  organs 
of  a  soul  approaching  the  Almighty,' this  is  his  earthly  history  in  all  ages  and  with  all 
professions. 

It  is  horrible  to  contemplate  the  bane  of  society,  predicated  on  no  comprehensive 
muversal  accountability.  Atheism  does  that,  and  polytheism  is  a  bigot  to  as  miserable 
doctrines. 

Ail  reason  and  philosophy  must  plead  for  chance  as  effectually  as  the  best  doctrine 
of  design,  as  mere  names  are  notbinff. 

Man  is  elearly  to  all  observant  and  reflective  minds,  held  amenable  and  accountable 
in  the  circle  of  the  universe,  that  could  not  be  a  universe,  if  not  governed  by  the  fixed 
pnAciples  that  God  ordained  for  universal  conservation,  physically,  morally  and  re- 
ligiously. 

Man  has  ample  free-agency  of  mind,  that  renders  him  justly  accountable  for  the  vio- 
lation of  these  principles,  beyond  which  he  cannot  go. 

God*8  splendid  works  prove  themselves  by  their  government. 

How  false  to  society  are  all  that  pretend  to  believe  in  no  accountability  of  mind,  as 
they  affect  that  maa^s  life  is  mere  animal  existence ;  but  rational  mankind  has  innate 
faculties  of  religion  that  a  mere  brute  has  not,  then  tliat  proves  the  supreme  obligation 
of  a  supreme  adoration  and  accountability  to  God,  if  not,  the  brute  equals  the  man  who 
^leknowledges  no  innate  responsive  principles.  Such  people  are  grossly,  blindly 
ignorant,  or  monomaniacs. 

Many  die  without  fear  or  reproach,  believing  in  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  yet  the 
preachers,  divines  we  hear  they  are  called,  libel  them  at  death ! 

Is  this  the  way  the  noble  question  of  relig:ion  is  to  be  met  ?  Sure  the  way  that  it 
ia  met,  proves  conclusively  that  **  all  the  divines"  are  utterly  vanquished. 

Why  do  they  not  meet  this  question  as  men  ?  They  ignorantly  and  unprincipledly 
give  them  no  credit  for  rational  religion. 

The  preachers  and  priests  affect  all  the  time  to  persuade  men  about  their  souls,  and 
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yet  are  afraid  for  the  people  to  diacnss  this  on  firee,  rational  and  enlightened  inquiiy.     Thia 
biffotry  cuts  short  reUgion.     They  denounce  beforehand,  all  works  that  inquire  thereof ! 

rriests  and  preachers  that  assume  to  dictate  about  men^s  souls,  will  be  deeply  account- 
able for  their  errors.  If  they  had  a  rational  claim,  they  would  submit  it  at  once  to 
rational  mind.     But  what  do  they  care  for  all  that  ? 

Are  any  of  them  mentally  responsible  ?  Who  believes  that  ?  The  world  must  have 
no  divine  rights  of  absolutism,  kings  or  priests,  but  all  divine  rights  of  the  people,  and 
those  alone  next  to  God*8  alone. 

Wise  systems  of  education  and  laws  of  social  benefits,  are  those  of  man,  whose 
interest  is  thus  best  subservient  where  it  approaches  nearest  these  principles. 

The  world  must  look  at  all  such  as  making  one  mighty  system  of  unity  for  mind,  its 
true  conservative  position,  and  not  let  mere  feelings  and  emotions  in  errors  of  education 
and  prejudices  mislead,  but  consider  what  safely  suldress  existence  in  all  ages. 

But  here  is  a  waste,  where  no  code  exists.  Surely  it  is  right  that  aid  of  the  right 
kind  should  be  administered  for  universal  safety,  to  put  mind  on  a  higher  system  that 
honors  its  nature  and  character.  The  wise  institution  of  universal  principles  must  ex- 
clude sectarianism,  in  all  its  inconsistencies. 

But  sectarians  object  to  rational  religion  as  leading  to  deism,  that  is,  it  leads  the 
people  away  from  their  flagrant  errors.  No  matter  where  it  leads,  if  deism  or  all 
advocated  be  truth.  But  that  destroys  the  bibles  of  tradition.  That  is  right,  if  they 
be  the  gods  of  idolatry  that  prevent  sight  of  truth,  facts  and  rational  faith,  or  the  banks 
of  false  pretences.  No  matter  what  is  destroyed,  if  such  bibles,  if  connected,  as  all 
are,  with  untruth  and  crime  so  universal,  promoting  the  distrust  and  disunion  of  a  peace- 
ful world  that  learns  to  hate  with  a  peculiar  hate  on  the  peculiar  basis  of  sectarianism. 
The  nearest  approach  to  Deity  is  through  deism,  Monotheism  ;  all  others  are  gross  and, 
vul^r  departures  therefrom.     What  an  outrageous  abuse  of  Deists ! 

Why  is  this  ?  Instead  of  the  priestocracy  concocting  this  abomination,  they  would 
learn  wisdom  and  truth  from  their  position,  and  instead  of  reading  out  of  a  book  written 
by  priestocracies  for  their  unholy  purposes,  they  had  better  read  out  of  the  universe 
created  for  God^s  holiness  and  souPs  happiness.  All  trinitarians  view  God  as  an  im- 
perfect being.  When  we  get  to  the  Great  First  Cause,  we  get  to  humility  that  teaches 
mind  its  moral  obligations  !  Our  moral  obligations  are  derived  from  the  laws  that  rule 
nature.  Man  was  created  for  rational  purposes.  Monotheism  willingly  audits  the 
pretensions  of  atheism  as  polytheism,  that  the  wide  world  may  be  best  enlightened  on 
all  relative  claims.  She  is  after  tru^,  and  fears  no  triumph  of  all  such  under  this 
luminous  banner. 

My  objection  to  polytheism  and  atheism  applies  to  their  pretence  of  principles ;  they 
have  no  principles. 

What  is  the  weak  point  in  polytheism  ?  They  are  all  weak  and  rotten,  having  no 
foundation.  The  people  of  each  audience  ought  in  self-defence,  in  their  rights  of  mind, 
to  say  to  the  preachers,  declare  the  substantial  proof  or  stop,  be  silent  What  shall 
we  do  with  the  literature,  as  Milton  and  Shakespeare,  all  the  poetry  ?  Let  the  modem 
go  as  the  ancient.  Homer  was  the  prince  of  such  in  his  days,  now  it  is  as  all  are, 
romance  and  fiction.  Truth  must  taJce  precedence  of  fiction  and  noetry.  Monotheism 
is  not  appreciated,  as  the  ancients  had  no  advocates.  No  ancient  Monotheists  ?  Where 
was  Socrates  ?  He  had  an  accompanying  demon,  ordered  the  sacrifice  of  a  cock  to 
iEsculapiuB,  and  composed  poetry  in  praise  of  Diana  and  Apollo.  Where  was  Plato  ? 
Part  of  his  metaphysics,  and  that  of  the  Brahmin's  and  Bhuddhist's,  make  up  that  of 
the  western  Bhuddhist's,  the  christians.  Where  is  Confucius  ?  His  went  to  the  state 
faith  of  China,  with  spirits,  the  emperor  for  high  priest.  Where  is  the  Indian's  great 
spirit }  Debauched  by  his  imposing  priestocracy.  Monotheism  has  none  of  man's 
devices  from  imperial  pontiffs  down  to  any  intriguing  priestocracy.  Emperors  of 
Russia  and  China,  Papa  of  the  Greek  faith,  rope  of  Rome,  Lama  of  Thibet,  the  world 
priestocracy,  do  not  help  keep  up  the  world  cheat  about  faith  not  for  your  Creator,  re- 
ligion, the  best  good  of  mankind,  but  put  away  your  false  pretences,  base,  bad  faith, 
absolutism,  priestocracy,  sworn  enemies  of  mind's  dignity,  worth,  independence,  the 
value  of  the  immortal  soul  that  has  to  work  out  its  own  eternal  problem.  The  only 
way  to  do  it  rightly,  is  the  comprehensive  solution  of  the  whole  problem.  Rationsd 
mind  demands  exclusion  of  all  peculiar  views  in  religion,  to  establish  universal  prin- 
ciples for  the  whole  world.  The  general  welfare  of  all  mankind  is  on  Uving  principles, 
not  on  exploded  notions  of  dead  bibles,  or  of  the  brief  authority  of  man  assuming  faith 
to  sustain  his  empire  over  the  superstitious  minds  thus  defrauded. 

As  to  bullying  proscriptions  of  church  bible  views  against  Monotheists,  that  is  all 
wind — ^gas.  Numbers  only  make  many  things  tolerable,  that  of  themsjolves  are  most 
contemptible  and  iniquitous. 
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Polytheists  ajs  atheists,  are  all  equal  to  monomaniacs,  they  lack  reason  but  ha^e 
&th,  the  Tery  thing  the  monomaniacs  have.  All  bigots  deal  in  faith,  the  counterfeit 
in  religioD,  which  is  the  highest  duty  to  God  and  man,  the  quintessence  of  sublimest 
justice  obligatory  on  all  rational  minds. 

The  polj^eists  and  atheists  might  preach  their  lifetime,  and  not  teach  Monotheism, 
not  the  first  point  in  God^s  word,  cause  and  effect.  Monotheism  reflected  through  cause 
and  efect,  is  for  the  world  mankind  to  read.  Eyerything  that  the  priestocracy  have 
done  io  their  province,  has  detracted  as  far  as  in  them  lay  from  the  providence  of  the 
Almighty.  Instead  of  God^s  creation  being  remodeled,  all  was  the  miserable  fixture  of 
the  priestocracy,  whose  after-knowledge  kills  them  so  dead  with  honest,  truthful 
analysts,  that  they  cannot  breathe  one  breath  more  of  libel  on  God  the  Creator. 

ATHEISM  AND  POLYTHEISM :  MONOTHEISM. 

Ths  Almighty  of  Monotheism  originated  all  of  universal  motion  that  is  identified  with 
time,  beyond  wluch  the  human  mind  cannot  take  cognizance.  The  atheist  may  rely  on 
the  position  that  matter  cannot  be  added  to  nor  diminished,  created  or  annihilated,  there- 
fore it  was  in  existence  all  the  time  from  eternity. 

Several  points  of  profound  inquiry  necessarily  arise,  in  this  interesting  subject.  It  is 
easy  to  eontem{date  matter  as  now  presented,  difllerent  from  that  anterior  to  its  elabora- 
tion. Now  it  is  nature  bedecked  in  beauty  and  usefulness,  then  it  was  disjunct  from 
that  state.  Time  is  a  relative  state  of  orb-motion  compared  with  the  self-existence  of 
the  Almighty,  with  whom  neither  time  nor  periods  of  eternity  apply.  If  both  are  dura- 
tions of  motion,  as  the  terms  imply,  time  being  intrinsic  to  our  planet  or  other  orbs  of 
the  universe,  eternity  that  of  the  Creator,  then  God  is  almighty  compared  to  each. 
He  was  independent  absolutely  of  all  universe  motion  or  time,  and  is  characterized  .by 
eternity  that  precludes  mind*s  investigation. 

God^s  creation  of  something  in  the  form  of  matter  wherewith  the  universe  was  crea- 
ted, transcends  the  wishes  of  atheists.  Now  where  are  the  properties,  attributes,  func- 
tions and  principles  of  matter  of  this  universe,  that  premises  subsequent  motion  to 
eternity  1 

These  are,  if  anything,  still  superior  questions,  to^  the  creation  of  mere  plastic  matter. 

The  philosopher  now  speaks  of  nature  with  all  her  essential  properties,  and  considers, 
most  properly,  that  her  matter  cannot  be  diminished  or  added  to,  for  the  universe  is 
perfect  and  independent  of  addition  or  diminution,  neither  can  it  be  annihilated,  as  God's 
coosenrative  principles  are  eternal  protectors  for  its  conservation.  The  matter  that 
was  in  existence  from  all  eternity  necessarily  refers  anterior  to  creation,  the  time  when 
universe  motion  began ;  then  matter  is  originated  by  Deity  for  creation  that  informs  mind 
throDgh  time,  its  integral  measurer,  of  the  Almighty  elaboration,  the  magnificent  efifect 
the  result  of  supreme  and  anterior  causes.  The  lines  and  outlines  of  demarcation  for 
the  aoiverse  intrinsically,  are  too  distinctly  drawn  to  deny  its  creation,  for  pro-creation 
necessarily  results  itself  the  effect  of  creation  that  as  all,  must  be  universal,  not  pecu- 
liar.   Time,  the  definer  of  universe-motion,  is  a  demonstration. 

Geology  defines  the  bold  outlines  of  creation,  and  characterizes  them  by  universal 
epochs.  This  whole  category  of  matter  the  first,  applies  most  definitely  to  the  Almighty, 
vhose  perfect  functions,  attributes  and  principles,  are  supremely  displayed  in  the  uni- 
verse, and  proclaim  his  eternity  pre-eminently  his. 

If  the  atheist  presumes  to  go  beyond  creation,  he  presumptuously  essays  more  than 
Qoiverse,  and  assumes  to  affect  cognizance  of  questions  most  abstract,  not  pertaining  to 
mind^s  province,  but  Deity's  organization,  the  data  of  which  cannot  be  entrusted  to  that 
of  mor^  organization.  They  cannot  both  breathe  the  same  intellectual  atmosphere. 
To  affirm  that  eternity  should  be  identified  with  the  universe,  is  to  manufacture  diction- 
aries as  bibles,  not  subservient,  but  dictators  to  rational  mind. 

It  becomes  all  rational  minds  to  investigate  properly  all  questions  expedient,  and  take 
nothing  for  granted  not  in  unison  with  truth  and  rationality.  It  has  always  to  abide 
principles,  and  abjure  all  doctrines,  no  matter  how,  deemed  orthodox,  that  do  not  accord 
therewith. 

To  let  the  atheist's  metaphysics  that  refer  to  matter  beyond  Deity,  a  veiled  specula- 
tion, be  self-confuted,  if  we  grant  that  matter  was  in  existence,  how  can  you  get 
without  the  Great  First  Cause,  soul  or  supreme  intelligence,  the  beautiful  and  system- 
atic organization  of  matter  that  moves  with  such  mathematical  precision,  sublime 
adjustment,  ultimate  exactness  and  certainty  ?  No  such  mass  of  matter  could  organize 
itself  in  harmony  and  symmetrical  arrangements,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  mighty 
■pherca  of  space  to  the  minuteness  of  the  atom,  beyond  either  of  which,  mind  created 
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cannot  think,  much  less  act.  Nature  is  not,  till  the  God  of  natora  designs  with  attri- 
butes, functions  and  principles. 

That  is  utterly  impossible  for  chance,  which  is,  however,  hut  another  name  for  an 
unknown  Great  First  Cause. 

Thus  we  prove,  beyond  doubt  and  cavil,  of  all  inquiring,  candid,  and  intelligent 
minds,  that  the  Great  Fii'st  Cause  acts  supremely  as  the  organizing  infinite  mind. 

Not  only  has  the  God  of  nature  organized  as  well  as  created  matter,  but  endowed  it 
with  conservative  principles  and  immutable  laws,  functions,  and  attributes. 

He  has  endowed  man  with  supreme  qualities  of  mind,  that  can  originate  its  own  con- 
servatism. 

Atheism  is  a  dangerous  creed,  gratuitous  in  its  assumptions. 

In  France,  it  is  supposed  that  three  millions  of  people  perished  in  ten  years,  during 
the  first  revolution,  from  atheism.  Yet  how  many  billions  have  perished  from  polythe- 
ism, is  not  known  or  cared. 

This  same  argument  that  cuts  down  atheism,  excludes  polytheism  whether  of  many, 
or  four,  or  three  gods. 

The  mind  that  pretends  that  mind  could  not  reach  the  recognition  of  the  Great  First 
Cause,  is  below  its*  own  dignity,  and  ought  of  course  to  prove  its  position.  We  demand 
it,  as  a  supreme  justice  to  monotheism. 

All  other  systems  of  faith  than  monotheism  are  polytheisms,  even  atheism  that  deifies 
created  natter,  and  substitutes  chance,  which  are  all  substitutes  for  an  unappreciated 
Great  First  Cause. 


FATE. 

He  who  can  readily  content  himself  on  any  basis  of  fate,  in  face  of  all  the  magnifi* 
cent  organization  of  the  universe,  is  a  humbug  indeed,  not  trustworthy  of  his  mind. 

He  succumbs  to  chance  that  has  no  existence  but  in  his  perverted  brain,  in  a  uni- 
verse where  Providence  universal  and  almighty  presides. 

Fate  and  duty  to  social  and  religious  obligations,  are  incompatible.  The  first  is  con- 
tingency, the  last  is  uniform. 

The  field,  mental  and  physical,  is  utterly  neglected  by  fate,  that  neither  exercises 
nor  justifies  duty. 

If  fate  decides  anything,  it  is  but  a  name  and  substitute  for  a  nobler  conception,  that 
science,  philosophy,  and  religion,  exalt  to  the  Creator. 

If  the  criminal  under  the  gallows  was  bom  for  crime  and  penalty,  what  is  the  use  of 
any  preaching,  for  predestination  presides  where  fate  decides  ? 

Then  there  is  no  free  agency  of  mind,  which  ia  as  plainly  contradicted  by  the  works 
of  the  universe. 

Thus  in  the  extensive  subject  of  religion,  that  accumulates  in  honors,  we  see  all  a 
beautiful  consistency  uniform  in  action  and  harmonious  in  all  that  uniformity. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  chance  in  the  universe,  that  excludes  the  want  of  design^ 
for  all  its  parts  the  mighty  solar  system,  prove  that  fortune  and  fate  can  only  refer  to 
the  First  Cause. 

Atheism  is  irrational,  the  proceeds  of  mind  so  long  crushed  under  the  peculiar  faith, 
despotism.  This  was  seriously  proved  in  France,  by  the  massacre  of  millions,  all  hav- 
ing been  the  stupid  contrivance  of  the  priestocracy,  who  set  aside  the  only  magni£cent, 
brilliant,  and  indispensable  revelation,  and  thereby  brutalized  mind,  beforehand  aided  by 
the  despotism  of  monarchy.  But  it  is  considered  by  some  intelligent  persons,  that  an 
adoption  of  deism  will  produce  or  proceed  to  licentiousness !  How  and  why  ?  Deiem 
claims  principles. 

We  must  estimate  atheists  as  monomaniacs  beyond  the  domains  of  reason,  and  lost  to 
its  genial  influences. 

Why  is  a  majority  of  the  world  skeptics  ? 

They  are  only  so,  on  man^s  exposition  through  books  of  tradition,  that  become  obso- 
lete by  the  errors  of  their  writers,  not  enlightened  by  the  progress  of  enlightened  mind. 

God  has  provided  for  all  this  universallv. 

He  has  given  mind  innate  faculties  of  religion,  without  which  religion  could  not  be 
appreciated,  and  whose  mind  is  cultivated,  his  religion  is  rational,  the  very  highest 
known  to  mind. 

All  minds  are  entitled  to  rational  religion,  that  einbraces  all  that  is  pure  and  soul- 
ennobling. 

Rational  religion  is  exhaustless  and  comprehensive  as  the  principles  of  the  univeise, 
that  suits  all  minds  not  constituted  for  understanding  peculiar  belief. 
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It  ftUreases  itself  to  the  inteUige^ce  of  all  rational  beings,  for  it  is  innate  in  mind 
vid  is  BTolTed  by  God^s  works,  and  soul  thoughts,  words,  and  deeds. 

It  depends  upon  no  nian^s  creed,  for  it  exists  in  nature  of  the  best  dignity,  character, 
and  benerolence,  embracing  the  adoration  of  the  Author  of  all  the  universe. 

Atheism  flies  at  her  approach,  abashed  and  self-rebuked  as  self-convicted. 

The  omnipotent  hand  of  God  has  written  the  facts  of  the  universe,  and  the  sacrile* 
gious  finger  of  man  shall  not  pervert  it. 

Mind  perveited  by  atheism  cannot  look  creation  in  the  face,  without  expelling  its 
degradation,  and  however  imbued  by  superstition  and  polytheism,  shall  be  circumvented 
about  their  pretended  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries,  the  libel  of  God. 

The  infkiels  should  look  at  God*s  exclusive  power,  because  of  his  exclusive  genius 
and  attributes,  that  determine  his  exclusive  unity. 

When  they  can  digest  his  character,  and  refute  his  competency,  then  we  will  yield 
the  thousand  other  points,  all  supreme  as  they  are,  to  the  polytheists  and  atheists. 

What  is  the  difference  between  atheists  and  polytheists  ?  The  atheist  goes  further 
than  the  other  in  atheism,  and  denies  the  existence  of  God,  whilst  polytheists  deny  the 
appropriate  attributes  to  the  Supreme. 

Atheism  is  a  denial  of  all  reUgion,  polytheism  gives '  nothing  that  is  true  of  reli- 
gion. 

The  world  needs  a  moral,  social,  and  civil  system,  that  can  comprehend  religion  on 
JQSt  principles,  and  place  it  beyond  the  hazards  of  continffen6y,  excluding  partisan  faith 
as  blind  and  of  no  value.  The  destiny,  fate,  fortune,  and  chance,  of  tlvs  world,  will  be 
regarded  as  all  embraced  in  the  principles  of  causation. 

If  any  men  can  be  made  atheist,  it  is  the  example  of  peculiar  faith,  false  pretences 
to  religion,  which  is  practical  atheism,  for  which  its  advocates  are  duly  responsiblok 
For  instance,  if  the  trinity  is  to  dismember  God^s  power,  this  is  practical  atheism  in 
degree,  for  it  detracts  from  the  attributes  of  the  Almighty  in  that  proportion. 

There  are  few  monomaniacs  that  nwke  an  open  avowal  of  atheism,  assuming  chance 
as  their  actor. 

But  chance  is  no  agent  at  all,  and  the  idea  is  at  once  stultified  and  annihilated  by  the 
exact  operations  of  the  universe. 

The  work  of  the  universe  requires  the  profoundest  elaboration  of  infinite  wisdom  and 
power. 

Conscience  is  the  result  of  enlightened  mind  and  reason,  not  of  chance,  but  of  the 
mighty  principles  of  causation,  excludes  all  pretensions  of  atheism,  and  is  amenable  to 
them,  not  to  tradition,  bodks  of  priestocracy,  bibles,  or  any  scriptures  of  polytheism, 
but  those  in  accordance  with  mind,  reason,  and  their  constituent  elements  and  essential 
principles.  Conscience,  an  emanation  of  mind  and  reason,  is  directly  responsible  to 
them,  not  to  man,  and  books  only  as  they  enlighten  on  just  basis. 

A  correct  appreciation  of  conservative  principles  must  build  up  the  best  practicable 
code  of  morals  and  religion,  and  most  efiectually  destroy  licentiousness,  and  in  the 
strictest  accordance  with  a  moral  and  religious  conscience  to  promote  every  just  prin- 
ciple in  mind,  to  expel  vice  and  immorality,  to  build  true  constitutional  government^ 
tnd  secure  all  the  blessings  by  such  universal  elements  of  good  to  all,  to  resort  to  mind 
aad  reason  in  the  rightfuf  exercise  of  their  lotliest  qualities,  and  above  all  to  God. 

The  knowledge  of  the  God  of  creation  luis  not  only  filled  the  whole  earth,  one  little 
planet,  but  exhaustless  creation,  that  proves  God's  power,  and  all  bible  tradition  writers 
are  most  insignificant,  when  they,  as  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  science,  have 
committed  themselves  in  regard  to  the  Almighty. 

Let  mind  assert  its  dignity,  and  the  triumph  of  truth  will  be  complete. 

The  very  argament  that  the  best  of  peculiar  faith  uses  to  condemn  atheism,  is  most 
condemnatory  of  its  doctrines  for  a  partial  polytheism. 

Bat  all  bibles  of  tradition  necessarily  lead  to  skepticism,  atheism,  or  polytheism,  and 
nothing  else. 

All  their  degraded  advocates  thunder  into  the  eara  of  the  people,  that  they  must  be- 
licre  in  one  of  them,  or  be  damned. 

But  the  people  when  enlightened  cannot  in  good  faith  adopt  pecidiar  faith,  yet  they 
niay  bo  afraid  to  declare  their  soul  God's. 

If  they  touch  rational,  the  only  revealed  and  inspired  religion,  they  leave  the  priesto- 
cracy, priests,  preachera,  and  insidious  hierarchies,  that,  darmed  for  their  very  exist- 
ence, damn  all  the  world  to  save  themselves.  Vassal  minds  may  disgrace  themselves 
under  this  absolutism  a  little  longer,  but  so  help  us  God,  we  can  and  will  adore  only 
thee,  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  univ^se. 

Atheists  are  bound  to  the  rule  of  mind  as  all  rational  beings,  and  have  to  yield  to  the 
Older  and  harmony  of  creation,  as  having  a  head  that  organized  matter  thus' 
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Savages  of  the  forest  acknowledge  the  power  of  their  Great  Spirit,  paramount  to  all 
other  spirits. 

Here  is  proof  of  their  mind  having  innate  capacity  for  the  idea  of  Deity,  either  ori« 
ginal  or  trsuiitional,  either  view  being  equally  valid  as  to  the  faculties  of  mind. 

Action  of  mind  on  mind  in  process  of  time  brought  about  science  and  the  best  views 
of  God,  most  clearly  estimated  by  the  character  of  peculiar  bibles  that  have  more  super- 
stition the  more  ignorant  their  writers  and  authors  are.  Atheism  and  polytheism  are 
mere  subjects,  in  abeyance  to  rational  religion — ^the  more  vanquished,  as  light  of  mind 
vanquishes  ignorance. 

But  you  a%ect  to  stop  at  destiny,  fate,  chance,  nature,  fortune  1 

We  stop  at  the  Great  First  Cause,  where  honesty  of  mind,  tr^ith,  reason  and  rational 
faith  place  us,  and  where  death  or  dissolution  of  life  finds  us. 

You  may  sdSect  to  believe  in  a  universal  power  only,  as  that  of  nature.  But  there  is 
no  supreme  power  without  supreme  intelligence.  The  division  is  absurd  and  impossi- 
ble, atheist !  How  was  matter  created  without  both  qualities  ?  How  organized  as 
created,  as  universally  admitted  by  sound  minds? 

All  creation  requires  a  Creator,  the  essential  Preserver.  Mind  was  created,  and  en- 
dowed with  the  noblest  intelligence  of  creation.  All  organization  requires  an  organizer. 

All  causes  require  a  causer ;  who  caused  the  first  organization  ?  You  assume  the 
name  of  nature  ;  do  not  assume  the  elaborated  materials  of  the  sublime  Architect. 

Chemical  as  universal  materials  will  form  unions  of  order  and  character.  Who  ar- 
ranged these  materials,  to  secure  all  these  wondrous  positions  ? 

What  harmonizes  that  order,  and  beautifies  that  symmetry  ?  Each  solar  system  is 
organized  in  beautiful  consistency  with  relation  to  the  other  systems  of  the  universe, 
else  chaos  and  confusion  must  necessarily  arise.  We  observe  comets  that  have  regu- 
lar circuits,  and  pass  in  mathematical  orbits.  Do  they  connect  solar  systems  together, 
and  perform  functions  of  ethereal  messengers  ?  All  tiiis  great  work  had  a  Great  First 
Cause,  who  not  only  had  the  power  that  governed  the  inherent  forces  of  nature,  but  in- 
tellectually directed  and  organized  the  whole  universe. 

His  intelligence  as  power  is  perfect,  and  perfect  is  his  character,  but  for  all  such  the 
present  state  of  things  would  be  absolutely  dangerous,  had  it  even  had  an  existence, 
and  had  not  God  provided  comprehensively,  that  danger  had  told  on  the  world,  the 
universe. 

Rational  beings  can  only  believe  in  rational  faith  and  religion,  consequently  they 
must  reject  all  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  and  their  demoralizing  doctrines,  and  because 
they  honestly  do  that,  the  advocates  of  these  bibles  declare,  that  if  they  do  not  believe 
in  them,  they  are  damned !  This  shows  the  height  of  dishonest  dogmatism.  The  con- 
sequence necessarily  arises  that  those  who  do  not  reason  clearly,  aided  by  all  the  right- 
ful benefits  of  well  regulated  minds,  will  declare  for  some  gross  materialism,  polythe- 
ism, atheism  and  non-entity  of  the  soul  after  death. 

Believing  that  annihilation  of  the  soul  takes  place  after  this  life,  they  seek  to  make 
the  most  of  it  here,  and  act  cunningly  in  crimes  and  vices,  and  repel  all  religious  cul- 
tivation. 

Much  of  this  abuse  in  life  is  due  to  the  absolutism  of  peculiar  faith,  that  thwarts 
reason  and  trammels  mind.  Peculiar  faith  connected  thus  with  absolutism  is  the  worst 
of  all  states,  the  dog  in  the  manger  policy,  neither  cultivating  true  religion,  nor  permit- 
ting the  world  to  enjoy  it. 

Religion  is  a  constituent  of  mind  and  man^s  nature,  giving  the  mind  the  most  exalted 
adoration  of  Deity  resulting  from  appreciating  his  glorious  attributes,  that  form  a  per- 
fect character  in  power,  int^clligence  and  qualities. 

Religion  teaches  the  sublimest  contemplation  of  all  God's  character,  and  the  noblest 
obligations  dutifully  paid  by  mind  to  God,  and  as  one  of  the  loftiest  parts  of  its  sublime 
mission  teaches  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  that  is  necessarily  connected  to  an  immor- 
tal Creator.  If  the  world  do  not  acknowledge  religion,  it  does  not  pay  due  respect  to 
mind  or  matter,  or  the  Ruler,  and  the  whole  tells  finally  on  the  injury  if  not  ruin  of 
society,  an  incident  too  frequent  in  the  world's  history.  Society  is  destroyed  for  want 
of  social  principles.  A  man's  actions  would  contradict  his  assertions  as  an  atheist, 
sometimes  proving  the  existence  and  government  of  a  supreme.  All  the  speculations 
of  polytheism,  having  trinity  or  more  than  unity,  necessarily  contradict  themselves  by 
actions,  whatever  they  affect  in  words,  as  the  Great  First  Cause  is  paramount,  while 
monotheism  sustains  itself  throughout,  most  consistently. 

The  geological  epochs  answer  all  such,  and  must  improve  the  views  of  all  earnest 
inquirers  to  a  better  faith  in  one  God.  Wlio  can  contend,  in  these  serious  matters,  for 
the  triumph  of  sophistry  over  facts  ?  All  good  citizens  must  go  for  that  doctrine,  that 
secures  all  the  necessary  actions,  duties  and  sympatliies  of  life.     But  bible  of  tradition 
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ndTOcates  wiQ  affinn,  that  if  you  do  not  believe  their  way,  you  are  damned.  This  posi- 
tion of  mere  assertion  for  credulity,  thus  produces  deep  demoralization  with  some  who 
do  not  analyze  the  whole  subject.  Not  having  minds  constituted  for  credulity,  tiiey 
cannot  assist  in  any  such  dogmas,  but  yet  overlook  necessary  duties  to  be  duly  investi- 
gated by  truth. 

One  part  of  the  world  must  believe  the  other  part.  One  part  has  to  support  the 
other. 
One  part  of  the  world  has  to  obey  as  a  vassal,  the  other  part  or  balance. 
The  world's  society  is  cut  up,  by  sinister  influence,  intrigue,  more  or  less.  The  same 
is  cat  up  by  clannish,  secret  actions,  that  mar  the  justice  to  mind  and  morals.  The 
mighty  masses  of  the  world,  less  ignorant  in  other  matters,  can  be  moulded  to  all  the 
miserable  humbugs  and  baseness  of  superstition,  subservient  to  fear  or  custom. 

Atheists  are  less  injurious  to  society,  bad  as  their  doctrines  are,  than  bible  of  tradi- 
tion advocates. 

Whilst  all  such  are  in  the  pale  of  God's  religion,  the  last  seek  to  usurp  it  by  their 
peculiar-faith  dynasty,  for  phestocracy  speculation  and  trade.  The  first  are  passive, 
\»ithoot  the  pretences  of  monopoly,  and  its  odious  machinery,  to  rule  the  world.  What 
can  be  worse  than  the  last,  hypocrites  before  God,  tyrants  to  mind.  Wherever  faith 
declares  itself  in  opposition  to  scientific  principles,  that  faith  is  worth  nothing,  for  it  is 
guilty  of  base  doctrines. 

Time  and  science  have  painted  out  the  various  defects  in  all  peculiar-faith  doctrines, 
that  are  necessarily  condemned.  It  has  been  most  important  that  the  most  miraculous 
tales  should  be  invented,  to  cause  peculiar  faith  to  flourish,  and  this  deception  has  to  be 
kept  op  all  the  time.  However  palpable  the  falsehood,  the  knowing  ones  keep  it  con- 
cealed, and  war  on  its  exposition  and  exposure.  How  flimsy  the  base  of  that  which 
seeks  sach  miserable  expedients. 

The  very  moment  that  polytheism  is  admitted,  as  it  is  by  peculiar  faith,  monotheism 
cuts  that  down,  as  no  partial  gods  can  work  for  the  God  of  Nature,  who  stands  sub- 
limely a  unit,  neither  needing  nor  permitting  any  co-workers,  consequently  monotheism, 
the  only  rational  religion,  cuts  down  all  polytheism  and  atheism.  We  have  a  just  idea 
of  God  indubitably  by  his  attributes,  if  the  God  of  unity.  All  others  of  no  account  to 
mind,  need  men*s  books  for  artificial  support.  But  God  only  fills  the  test  and  measure 
of  rational  criticism  and  investigation. 
The  dogmatists  hold  that  there  is  no  God,  or  a  partial  God. 

The  rationalists  hold  that  there  is  a  God  of  nature,  recognised  by  the  most  sublime 
science,  and  the  exactest  system  of  that  science,  as  the  prime  mover  of  the  universe. 
The  universe,  as  far  as  mind  can  perceive,  is  already  comprehended  in  system  most 
beautiful  and  orderly. 

This  is  rationalism  to  admit  it,  but  the  converse  is  dogmatism  and  atheism,  that  are 
in  the  same  category'  as  polytheism,  that  manufactures  partial  gods. 

Mind  must  travel  up  to  nature,  recognise  her  constitutional  laws,  and  appreciate  her 
law-giver,  not  seek  to  lead  all  to  its  pre-conceived  notions  and  imperfect  desires. 

I^luid  must  dispute  all  wrong,  and  have  proof  of  all  that  is  right,  to  be  rightly  ruled 
b)'  science.  All  that  is  right  is  provable.  Mind  thus  reaches,  by  the  principles  of  cau- 
sation, a  Great  First  Cause,  to  whom  it  resigns  itself  at  rational  discretion,  not  being 
able  to  transcend  his  bounds.  Polytheists  have  made  atheists,  and  from  tlie  sublime 
God  they  both  fall  to  the  ridiculous. 

But  much  stress  is  laid  to  the  opposers  of  the  bible,  as  Robespierre  and  some  other 
degraded  despots,  who  were  also  the  opposers  of  order,  law  and  proper  government ! 
Let  all  these  degraded  characters  be  considered  the  tyrants  of  the  human  race,  which 
these  terrorists  butchered  without  reason,  and  despoiled  without  limits.  But  who  are 
apposed  to  the  noblest  of  all  governments,  that  of  God  the  Creator,  more  than  polythe- 
ibtd  ?  The  despotism  of  absolutism  was,  by  the  deep  corruption  of  these  people  prior  to 
the  reign. of  terror.  The  people,  truly,  had  been  crushed,  by  the  enemies  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  What  was  all  but  a  mighty  reaction  of  wrongs  long  perpetrated  *?  Mo- 
notheism deplores  all  such,  whether  commenced  by  polytheism  or  finished  by  atheism. 
There  should  be  no  deep-rooted  attachments  to  exploded  customs.  If  we  give  faith  as 
the  rnotto  for  our  action,  we  may  believe  the  atheists,  who  deny  God,  for  there  is  Aris- 
totle, who  believed  in  no  God. 

AVe  must  try  the  whole  atheists  and  polytheists  by  reason,  as  faith  leads  us  to  be 
what  destroys  us  at  once. 
Reason  must  expel  the  irrational  part. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  have  irrational,  defective  points,  abominable  caricatures, 
resulting  from  the  ignorance  of  the  ages  of  the  writers.  No  wonder  these  make  athe- 
ists, as  their  advocates,  the  polytheists,  falsely  and  ignominiously  pretend  that  the  world 
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cannot  get  any  other  idea  of  a  God  but  from  these  book-libels  !  Should  such  ever  see  the 
light  of  the  Almighty  ?  To  get  on  with  the  doctrines  of  atheism,  a  univeiEe  of  mere 
assumptions  and  speculations  is  raised.  We  hear  of  the  opinion  that  the  earth,  when 
exhausted  of  her  impressibility  to  electricity,  will  undergo  absorption  into  the  sun,  but 
then  the  solar  system  would  be  unbalanced.  In  all  this  there  would  be  an  effect,  then 
necessarily  resulting  from  a  cause,  which  premises  a  design,  and  of  course  a  designer. 
But  atheists  pretend  that  there  is  no  omnipresence  of  God.  They  are,  then,  met  more 
effectually,  as  God  presides  over  omnipresence,  which  is  commanded  by  his  conserva- 
tive principles,  that  act  for  him. 

But,  says  the  caviling  atheist,  who  wishes  to  maintain  his  brainless  position,  God  is 
not  cognizant  to  our  senses.  His  works,  those  of  creation,  the  universe,  the  system  of 
systems  are,  and  the  God  of  nature  is,  recognised  through  his  attributes.  It  takes  a 
refined  mind  to  appreciate,  a  vulgar  mind  to  deny,  the  existence  of  a  God,  that  all  nature 
most  conclusively  proclaims  through  the  pure  voice  of  philosophical  science. 

Leave  out  all  but  mind,  and  we  see  that  that  must  be  governed  by  principle,  by  the 
science  of  principle,  without  which  the  world  is  a  blank ;  without  both  of  which  the 
universe  would  be  chaos  and  confusion. 

What  is  society  ?  It  is  the  bond  and  union  of  mind,  that  refers  to  the  great  principle 
essential  to  its  good.  All  this  should  embrace  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number, 
that  is  all.  This  cannot  be  obtained  without  the  highest  appreciation  and  action  for 
these  principles,  the  highest  of  universal  self-preservation. 

And  this  question  of  society  refers  to  virtue,  and  both  to  the  comprehension  of  the 
universe.     Virtue  must  be  the  proper,  correct  organization  of  society. 

Why  legalize  marriage,  why  not  pair  off  like  a  part  of  animated  creation,  if  there  be 
no  God  ?  The  highest  good  of  society  must  look  to  social  order,  law  and  constitutional 
rights,  that  are  all  included  in  religion,  which  comprehends  the  wisest  economy  of  the 
universe.  The  best  object  is  attained  in  best  taste,  by  this  process.  The  best  good  of 
society  depends  on  the  greatest  mutual  forbearance.  The  propagation  of  the  species  is 
a  great  law  of  nature,  but  with  man  it  should  be  under  all  proper  circumstances. 

But  for  this,  but  for  mind  that  belongs  to  the  universe,  prostitution  had  been  tolerated. 
The  love  of  the  offspring  is  identified  with  their  best  protection  most  comprehensively, 
and  as  nature  declares  the  position  of  legitimate  action  by  the  sexes  being  nearly  bal- 
anced, virtuous  marriage  of  the  pair  is  proclaimed  the  immutable  law  of  nature. 

Grant  the  premises  to  the  atheist  or  the  polytheist,  and  the  extremes  of  stultification 
are  proved  at  once,  and  mind,  the  only  beneficiary,  is  stripped  of  all  that  is  desirable. 
Then  there  is  no  God,  or  as  many  fictions  of  gods  as  the  imagination  and  speculation 
of  man  decide.  Grant  their  premises  that  are  begged,  and  anything  can  he  proved, 
that  principles  utterly  explode !  The  atheist  recurs  to  spontaneous  creation,  to  reach 
the  noble  creation  of  man.  But  as  man  is  not  now  created,  but  procreated,  if  modest, 
he  has  to  be  silent,  or  give  satisfactory  proofs  why  the  creation  does  not  progress ! 
Why  not  continue  the  same  process  as  that  of  man,  and  in  fact,  all  the  rest?  Here  at 
once  is  an  insuperable  difficulty,  for  new  creations  should  still  be  progressive,  that  would 
ultimately  defeat  the  very  object  of  creation!  Polytheism  and  atheism  thus  wind  them- 
selves up,  to  be  scouted  by  virtuous  intelligence. 

There  is  too  much  design  in  all  creation,  especially  in  man — ^mind  and  body,  for  mere 
nature  to  be  the  exalted  only  actor.  She  is  the  elaborated  agent,  representing  a  universe 
exponent  of  God.  All  other  animated  natures  below  man,  declare  a  subserviency,  a  subor- 
dinate state.  Mind  is  the  head  of  all  creation,  and  that  mind  was  instituted  by  an  insii- 
tutor.  Nature  is  only  agent  in  acts  of  mind.  She  is  not  the  actor.  The  body  is 
moved  as  the  mind  directs.  Rationality  decides  the  question  for  aU  rational  beings. 
The  two  great  constituencies  of  man,  mind  and  matter,  decidedly  demonstrate  it.  Mind  , 
elicits  the  truth  from  all  the  elements  of  nature  of  matter. 

But  objection  is  made  by  the  rabid  atheist,  of  God's  attributes  of  his  omnipresence. 
But  how  easily  and  better  is  that  met,  when  we  see  that  his  principles,  functions  and 
attributes,  preside  over  all  space.  He  is  the  President  over  omnipresence,  then.  The 
bible  of  the  polytheist,  which  is  a  caricature,  makes  atheists.  The  first  has  a  peculiar 
god,  of  man's  devices.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  atheist  takes  this  peculiar  abor 
tion  without  analysis,  and  he  is  not  believed  in.  When  nature  is  assumed  for  all,  then 
it  is  the  ridiculous  to  mount  to  the  sublime,  for  nature  elaborated  is  only  part  of  the 
whole  comprehension,  since  we  must  go  to  the  Supreme  First  Cause.  But  your  mind 
O,  atheist,  is  so  constituted  that  you  cannot  see  all  the  exact  mathematical  order  and 
harmony  in  the  solar  system,  then  we  will  take  you  to  one  simple  object.  Whence  the 
rays  of  the  sun  ?  They  are  effectfr.  What  produces  them  ?  You  admit  a  cause,  that 
necessaril J  leads  in  the  principles  of  causation,  if  you  understand  logic,  the  rational  use 
and  meaung  of  language,  to  the  Great  First  Cause.    Whence  he  1    That,  now,  intro- 
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dnees  imtional  mind  to  speculation,  hypothesis  and  metaphysics,  that  helong  to  atheism 
and  polytheism,  but  introduces  rational  mind  to  humility  the  most  sincere,  to  stop  there 
as  the  centre  of  all  confidence,  all  love  and  adoration.  The  fool  assumes  there  is  no 
God,  bat  the  greatest  fool  assumes  a  partial  God. 

But  atheism  is  clamorous  for  spontaneous  generation,  that  produced  man.    Then  why 
not  continue  the  same  ? 
Its  position  is  gratuitous,  and  begs  the  question. 

It  is  procreation  that  prevails,  not  spontaneous  generation.  But  atheism  says,  the 
links  of  the  whole  first  made  an  increasing  order.  Why  do  not  those  phenomena 
still  exist  ?  They  do  not,  that  is  clear  and  final.  A  Supreme  gives  defined  consum- 
mate order,  symmetry,  and  organization  of  systems  of  systems,  without  whom  the  whole 
would  be  chaos  and  confusion — all  disorder. 

Whereas,  how  beautiful)  how  wise,  and  beneficent,  the  science  of  conservative  prin* 
ciples. 

We  must  speak  of  mind  as  it  is,  with  its  facts ;  not  as  a  God  at  present,  but  of  crea* 
ted  miod,  that  is  to  work  out  its  own  best  problem  of  civilization  and  greatest  happiness, 
on  the  elements  and  circumstances  of  its  creation.  Mind  is  necessarily  limited,  com- 
pared to  God,  and  must  have  limited  functions  on  this  earth,  the  scene  of  its  present 
action. 

It  has  not  mere  specific  Ihnited  scope,  of  exact  but  of  liberal  action — it  is  a  free 
agent,  under  the  circumstances  of  its  existence.  It  is  necessarily  a  creation,  and  must 
respond  to  all  the  organic  laws  of  creation. 

God,  in  giving  mind  its  greatest  range  of  free  agency,  has  not  created  it  a  slave,  but 
has  enabled  it  to  work  out  its  own  problem,  and  noblest  elevation  of  character.  Its 
created  position  and  capacity  of  improvement  must  be  respected,  as  the  last  leads  to  its 
nearest  progressiTO  approach  to  the  perfection  of  its  God. 

Death  is  a  mighty  change  of  identity,  and  thus  it  has  to  progress  through  purification. 
The  earthly  action  of  mind  refers  to  its  merits  or  demerits,  and  involves  the  sublimest 
act  of  creation,  its  future  existence. 

Atheists  advance  all  kinds  of  speculations — the  extinction  of  globes  of  the  Universe 
has  been  often  spoken  of.  This  is  incredible  to  my  mind,  since  neither  their  orbits  are 
certain,  nor  the  means  to  ascertain  them.  See  the  facts  of  the  case  in  this  history  of 
the  times, 

A  CoMKT  EfCDANGERiNo  THE  Earth. — Southcy,  in  his  "  Common  Place  Book," 
relates,  that  in  A.  D.  17  IS,  Whiston  predicted  that  the  comet  would  appear  on  Wed- 
nesday, 14th  October,  at  five  minutes  afler  five  in  the  morning,  and  that  the  world 
would  be  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  Friday  following.  His  reputation  was  high,  and  the 
comet  appeared.  A  number  of  persons  got  into  boats  and  barges  on  the  Thames,  think- 
ing the  water  the  safest  place.  South  Sea  and  India  stock  fell.  A  captain  of  a  Dutch 
ship  threw  all  his  powder  into  the  river,  that  the  ship  might  not  be  endangered.  At 
noon,  afler  the  comet  had  appeared,  it  is  said  that  more  2ian  one  hundred  clergymen 
were  ferried  over  to  Lambeth,  to  request  that  proper  prayers  might  be  prepared,  there 
being  none  in  the  church  service.  People  believed  that  the  day  of  judgment  was  at 
hand,  and  some  acted  on  the  belief,  more  as  if  some  temporary  evil  waJB  to  be  expected. 
On  Thursday,  more  than  7,000  kept-mistresees  were  publicly  married.  There  was  a 
prodigious  run  on  tlie  bank ;  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  at  that  time  head  director,  issued 
orders  to  all  the  fire-offices  in  London,  requiring  them  to  keep  a  good  look-out,  and 
have  a  particular  eye  on  the  Bank  of  England. 

Modesty  becomes  ignorance.  We  are  bound  in  truth  and  honor,  to  the  rights  of 
mind,  above  all  others.  When  some  conjecture  that  mind  is  the  result  of  electricity  on 
the  organs  of  the  brain,  an  inefficient,  unsatisfactory  materialism  is  elicited,  If*^  the 
Ben««  are  organs  to  thought,  thought  is  elicited — from  an  element,  a  God-endowed, 
individualized  organization.  The  atheist  assumes  nature,  and  goes  against  rationalit]^. 
Why  should  there  be  only  a  certain  order  in  nature,  when  we  see  no  creation  that  is 
ancsted,  and  procreation  progressive.     Here  are  chaos  and  confusion  at  once. 

Creation  is  assumed,  for  procreation.  The  God  of  Nature  is  its  president — its  organ- 
izer— its  designer — and  officiates  in  the  highest  attainable  capacity. 

When  we  look  at  mmd  as  it  is,  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  the  beautiful  creation  of  the 
Universe  is  God^s  problem.  Atheists  may  give  an  isolated,  partial  view,  but  they  must 
embrace  the  comprehension  of  the  whole.     Have  they  done  so  1 

To  assert  that  there  is  nothing  beyond  nature,  is  to  assume  a  dogmatism  that  betrays 
the  character  of  mind. 

The  cotton  plant  helps  the  world  to  civilization ;  that  calls  most  for  the  whole  people 
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to  aid  and  assist  each  other.     The  mind,  the  most  magnificent  endowment  of  intelli- 
gence and  adequate  power — a  creature  of  itself,  of  its  intelligence — to  promote  its  object, 
takes  hold  of  this  one  means,  and  carries  out  the  mighty  design.     What  is  plain  in  one, 
is  so  in  all. 

All  the  solar  systems  are  in  abeyance  to  one  grand  centre,  the  locality  of  supreme 
purity,  there  abiding  the  Supreme  First  Cause.  It  is  absolutely  essential  and  necessar)- 
to  have  a  supervising  head  or  ruler  over  the  Universe,  else  chaos  and  confusion  at  once 
ensue. 

The  Universe  could  not  arrange  itself  unto  such  admirable  design..  By  what  principle 
can  the  Sovereign  of  principles  be  excluded  from  tlie  Universe,  that  reflects  the  con- 
servation of  those  principles  1  Who  heads  those  principles  ?  Nature  1  She  is  com> 
manded  by  them  !     This,  at  once,  proves  the  position. 

Can  society  organize  itself,  without  principles  1  No.  Refined  civilization  adopts  the 
best,  for  society.  This  proves  mind.  This  is  religion,  in  part,  that  binds  us  to  our 
duty  to  God  and  mind.  All  the  multitudes  of  difficulties  in  the  world  are  for  mind  to 
overcome. 

That  was  the  object,  the  intention  of  Creation.  But  is  that  all  ?  What  less  than  the 
Universe  can  be  the  wisest  comprehension  ? 

Polytheists  and  atheists  have  to  assume  positions,  resort  to  imagination  or  fictions ; 
the  rationalist  is  the  only  one  that  can  stand  the  pure  test  of  reason,  standing  on  the 
platform  of  facts. 

The  atheist  and  polytheist  leave  the  world  destitute  of  the  highest  principles. 
What !  no  religion  to  God,  that  implies  duty  to  man  and  society  ?  Where  would  be  the 
standard,  of  so  much  importance  to  exclude  polytheism  and  atheism  ?  Mind  must  have 
a  standard,  and  that  is  in  Deity.  Polytheists  have  their  miserable  standards  in  idol  fic- 
tions— atheists  have  theirs  in  idol  imagination ;  both  in  false  pretences,  assumptions,  and 
positions.  Whereas  humility,  acquiescence,  is  the  order  of  rational  mind  generally,  in 
the  Supreme  standard,  who  is  not  a  reckless  dictator,  but  a  law-giver  of  supreme  immu- 
table principles.  How  few  understand  logic,  the  use  or  true  meaning  of  language. 
Polytheist,  trinitarian,  or  unitarian,  how  can  you  successfully  combat  or  defeat  Uie 
atheist,  but  on  the  grounds  of  rationalism  ?  Without  ratiocination,  you  can  do  nothing 
with  him. 

Are  you  going  to  use  him  otherwise  ?  But  you  are  classed  necessarily  together,  on 
the  pure  principles  of  ratiocination. 

The  systems  of  the  universe  are  relative  to  each  other,  as  those  spheres  of  one  solar 
system. 

All  things  are  made  impossible  with  God,  the  converse  of  his  attributes  and  princi- 
ples, both  with  himself  and  his  creation.  The  function  of  nature  is  procreation ;  of 
God,  is  creation.  Here,  atheist,  is  enough  to  silence  you,  and  all  poIyUicists.  As  we 
can  only  appreciate  the  God  of  nature  by  his  attributes,  we  all  have  to  look  to  him  a& 
the  standard  of  the  universe,  for  greatness  and  dignity.  Mind,  is  to  get  right ;  to  do 
all  things  rightly,  under  the  direction  of  science  ;  all  of  which  is  needing  in  the  world. 
But  who  directs  that  mind  ?  Who  has  originated  that  science  ?  Come  by  nature  ! 
Has  nature  such  intelligence  1  The  beauty  of  it  is,  that  rational  religion,  our  position, 
cuts  down  at  the  same  blow  the  atheist,  polytheist,  dogmatist,  trinitarian,  or  unitarian. 
Li  what,  polytheist,  do  you  differ  from  the  atheist  1  The  last  robs  God  entirely  of  ex- 
istence and  attributes,  the  universe  of  principles,  while  you  only  rob  them  in  the  best 
part,  and  insult  God  about  his  imbecility. 

You  have  murdered  all,  by  your  peculiar  faith. 

Change  speedily,  all  of  you,  the  errors  of  your  w^ays,  that  will  bear  witness 
against  you. 

But  electricity  acts  on  mind,  and  elicits  thought,  but  what  causes  mind  to  originate 
thought ;  that  shows  something  beyond  materialism,  good  atheist  ? 

But  how  do  I  estimate  the  monotheist  ?  As  all  mankind,  by  his  actions.  If  a  fellow 
calls  himself  even  deist,  and  becomes  a  tool  of  tools,  untruthful  and  unprincipled,  breaks 
his  pledges  made  to  temperance  societies,  I  consider  him  the  lowest  of  the  low,  unwor- 
thy to  a  great  extent  of  the  countenance  of  monotheism,  tliat  still  protects  him. 

Why  so  many  ancient  atheists  ?  Because  the  light  of  civilization,  of  astronomy,  had 
not  taught  the  organization  of  the  universe  ;  and  of  course  all  polj^heisms,  as  trinities, 
are  partial  atheisms,  and  produce  equally  bad  morals  and  social  results.  Whether 
atheist  or  polytheist,  names  are  nothing.  All  that  are  right  will  seek  to  be  tried  by  the 
proper  court  of  conscience,  and  respect  the  righteous  verdict  of  rational  religion. 

Mind  is  compelled  to  observe  the  works  of  creation,  and  estimate  the  Creator  from 
their  organization  and  regulation,  to  the  amount  of  its  acquisition  of  science  and  philoso- 
phy ;  as  in  the  days  of  Moses^  bible,  or  that  of  the  priestocracy,  the  people  had  ideas  of 
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a  little  peculiar  god  that  was  so  nnsatisfactory  to  them  that  they  soufrht  after  other 
peculiar  gods.  The  priestocracy  would  not  let  them  be  rightly  directed  to  the  perfect 
God  of  the  universe. 

In  the  days  of  rational  mind  they  have  excellent  ideas  of  this  God  of  the  universe, 
the  Supreme  First  Cause  who  regulates  its  organization,  and  rules  by  conservative 
principles,  being  the  soul-guardian. 

All  other  views  than  a  creation  of  nature,  leave  the  mind  in  woful  ignorance.  That 
it  was  created,  the  book  of  geology,  one  of  the  leaves  of  God's  volume,  the  world,  fur- 
nishes distinct  epochs  as  distinct  proofs.  The  first  was  creation  for  vegetation,  then 
animalization. 

Now,  where  creation  ceases,  generation  or  pro-creation  commences.  Here  the 
Almighty  is  self-evident  to  draw  the  ineffaceable  line  of  demarkatiun,  that  rules  out 
atheists  and  polytheists,  by  the  last  of  whom  was  the  conspicuous  positive  error  of  after- 
thought priestocracies,  who  conceived  of  covenants  and  mesaiahs,  that  were  necessarily 
too  late. 

Original  creation  had  ceased,  and  the  only  pro-creation  was  a  mortal  function,  and 
all  the  results  were  necessarily  mortal. 

When  God  created  and  organized  matter,  he  instituted  conservative  principles,  for 
physical,  mental,  moral,  and  religious  providence,  universally \ind  especially.  These 
principles  supersede  the  use  of  angels  on  earth,  vicegerents  or  devils,  and  this  destroys 
-11  the  pretended  functions  of  the  priestocracy,  who  have  foisted  and  palmed  themselves 
on  mind,  the  people,  the  world. 

God,  a  perfect  being,  and  having  his  residence  in  the  centre  and  soul  of  purity,  a  per- 
fectly pure  place,  where  abide  pure  organizations  of  just  rational  beings,  sin,  an  impu- 
nty,  could  not  enter  nor  tempt,  much  less  corrupt  angels,  much  less  archangels  to  devils.  • 
All  these  are  fictions,  unknown  to  rational  mind.  God  was  too  good,  my  reverence  tells 
me,  to  originate  devils.  The  nearest  to  it  is  mind  perverted  in  its  free  agency,  limited 
10  the  circumstances  of  providence  and  perverted  in  various  degrees  of  corruption  and 
de^rradation.  Mind  is,  as  God  created  it,  still  rational,  and  capable  in  that  position  of 
enacting  religion.     Mind  helps  mind,  that  can  help  itself,  and  abjures  bigotry. 

N^Tiat  is  the  difficulty  about  the  facts  of  monotheism  t  Partial  appreciation  may  be  a 
simple  denial  of  messiahship  and  all  such  corrupt  appurtenances,  without  any  active 
participation  in  the  duties  of  rational  religion ;  such  is  mere  passiveness.  Monotheism 
iB  founded  on  the  noblest  reverence  of  the  Creator,  who  must,  by  its  pure  tenets,  hare 
faU  adoration  in  his  own  right.  She  has  objection  to  individuals  only,  because  they  are 
onprinciplcd,  while  she  gives  all  minds  her  best  and  loveliest,  holiest  influence.  This 
they  may  be,  whether  atheist  or  polytheist  The  unprincipled  of  the  world  avoid  being 
religiously  improved. 

It  is  the  interest  of  the  world,  as  it  is  the  intention  of  Deity,  to  successfully  adopt  all 
fii3t  will  promote  principles  and  merit 
Nature  is  nothing  but  a  consistent  elaborate  organization,  proving  the  God  of  nature. 
Its  sublime  harmony  and  order  excite  our  adoration  for  him  ;  but  the  brightest  organ- 
ization of  all,  the  soul,  demands  it  as  a  duty  supreme  on  the  supremacy  of  principles, 
and  the  subltmest  feeling  of  gratitude. 

How  much  of  the  world  is  unprincipled,  dishonest,  without  veracity  1  When  once 
the  mind  gets  to  this,  there  is  Tittle  or  no  hope  for  adequate  reformation.  Unprincipled 
people  are  those  that  throw  off  all  restraint  of  principle,  and  in  all  this  the  M'orld  is 
most  vitally  concerned.  Actions  and  motives  draw  the  proper  line  of  distinction. 
There  is  such  a  vast  dereliction  in  all  these,  that  the  unsophisticjited  mind  believes  that 
there  is  but  little  of  the  essence  of  rational  religion  governing  them.  This  appeals  not 
to  the  liberality,  but  the  high-toned  justice  of  all  dogmatists.  An  atheist  must  see  that 
ve  are  obliged  to  be  certain,  in  all  the  positions  and  deductions  of  the  right  premises. 
The  universe  is  a  system  of  systems^  of  cause  and  effect,  referable  to  the  supreme 
F'tTsi  Cause,  in  which  there  is  one  universal  adaptation,  that  bespeaks  the  highest  order 
sf  design  of  a  universal  President. 

The  atheist  might  continue  a  monomaniac  as  he  is,  while  the  polytheist  that  knows 
wbai  he  is  talking  of,  may  be  a  hypocrite  or  affected  dupe,  but  the  highest  sense  of  reli- 
jrirm  bespeaks  the  highest  interest  in  the  numerous  victims  to  the  world's  cusiom  and 
bshioQ. 

Whal  principles  then,  are  in  atheism  and  polytheism,  in  the  sight  of  their  miserable 
world-pollutions  and  demoralizations  ? 

Analysis  under  the  glorious  and  benign  influence  of  monotheism^  resolves  all  things 
into  their  first  elements  and  principles  that  are  essentially  good,  not  to  the  original 
chaos,  but  where  civilized  man  is  or  can  be,  and  plants  in  the  highest  religion. 
Yet  the  people  are  afraid  to  advance  in  conservatrve  revolution.     There  w  no  jaji- 
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tade  for  monotheism,  as  it  is  indissolubly  bound  to  principles,  those  of  Almighty  God. 
None  can  violate  them  and  claim  to  be  monotheists,  whatever  else  they  be.  All  the 
rices  of  creeds,  are  those  of  anti-god.  If  you  speak  truly  as  wise  analysts  of  the 
world^s  injuries,  you  will  admit  all  Siis. 

He  who  recognises  no  God  in  the  organization  of  one  solar  system,  has  no  rational 
mind.  He  who  does  not  recognise  that  mind  to  be  the  most  endeared  of  all  to  the 
Creator,  has  no  improved  mords  or  religion,  has  no  gratitude  for  the  Almighty  in  his 
perfection,  caring  for  all,  and  sufficient  for  the  preservation  of  all. 

Mind  originates  the  idea  of  a  God,  proved  b^  the  Indians  ;  however,  like  all  nations,  it 
is  mixed  up  with  interloping  pretenders,  priestocracies.  None  can  surpass  their  un- 
adulterated integrity,  before  it  is  corrupted  by  the  contact  of  pretended  superiority  of 
other  people,  like  the  unique  beauty  of  monotheism,  that  gives  the  purity  of  religion. 
Mind  could  not  originate  less  than  the  idea  of  a  Deity,  if  it  respects  the  truths  of  cre- 
ation. 

The  order,  harmony,  unity  of  design,  exact  mathematical  adjustment  of  the  system 
of  systems,  the  universe,  proves  a  Creator. 

Man's  organization  proves  that  in  full. 

We  can  only  get  access  to  mind  through  reason,  as  rational  beings,  by  a  rational  re- 
ligion, to  the  most  rational  God. 

If  we  analyze  chance,  destiny,  fortune,  nature,  however  hard  to  define  apparently, 
they  must  come  under  the  definitions  of  order  or  arrangement,  that  will  not  benefit  the 
atheist,  as  all  have  due  respect  to  rational  rights,  all  in  abeyance  to  mind  and  reason, 
truth  and  God. 

What,  atheist,  can  you  be  thinking  of  about  all  these,  that  must  be  ruled,  or  ruin,  if 
chaos  rules  ?  The  powers  universal  of  creation,  as  electricity  and  gravitation,  must  be 
under  creative  intellect,  else  they  might  shiver  the  universe  into  fragments.  All  such 
must  be  controlled  by  an  Almighty  Ruler,  Organizer,  on  the  best  conservative  princi- 
ples. 

What  are  the  properties  of  matter  wortli,  if  not  most  wisely  directed  ?  Who  but  the 
Creator  of  the  universe,  can  most  wisely  comprehend  all  ? 

But  you  afiect  to  criticize  God's  designs,  yet  libel  them  in  your  ignorance.  They 
are  all  placed  under  the  cognizance  of  universal  principles,  that  most  rule.  Many  are 
apparently  unfortunate  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  that,  if  not  carried  out,  might 
have  rendered  the  results  more  deplorable.  The  philosophical  monotheist  will  perceive 
that  mind  is  too  short-sighted  to  arraign  God. 

The  pdytheist  should  not  be  a  bigot  on  irrational  grounds,  about  his  preconceived  or 
peculiarly  taught  faith,  that  cannot  possibly  require  actions  self-sacrificed.  Will  bigots 
sacrifice  themselves  to  a  foolish  &ith  ?  The  world  can  get  no  fair  proposition  from 
bigots.     They  do  not  adopt  a  rational,  but  sectarian  f»osition. 

With  them,  everything  bends  to  their  peculiar  faith,  everything  is  peculiar ;  all  is 
distorted  through  that  distorted  and  unfortunate  medium. 

The  atheist  seeks  to  be  a  moralist,  and  criticises  the  perfection  of  Deitv.  If  the 
Principal  of  the  universe  is  not  correctly  characterized,  he  is  bound  by  all  just  and 
honorable  principles  to  do  them  justice,  or  be  silent  in  his  utter  incapacity  of  amend- 
ment. 

Among  the  caricatures  of  character  the  polytheist  is  wofully  amenable,  when  he 
adopts  a  bible  that  impeaches  itself  for  such  gross  misconceptions,  as  God  producing 
evil.  God  does  not  create  evil.  Mind  is  not  evil,  no  more  than  the  universe — all 
were  intended  for  good  and  the  benefit  of  souls.  The  very  universe  or  creation  implies 
that  all  have  conservative  principles,  but  if  they  be  perverted  or  changed,  the  reverse 
is  destructive  principles,  or  the  self-vindication  of  conservative  principles  of  God,  for 
their  abuse  by  mind. 

Only  think  of  the  sublime  conceptions  that  balanced  one  solar  system  with  another, 
and  suspend  all  the  universe  in  space.  All  the  little  peculiar  petty  sectarianism  of 
polytheism  or  atheism,  precludes  the  right  conception  of  God,  of  sublime  things  even, 
by  bringing  mind  to  their  little  petty  area  of  their  peculiar  earth«  God  is  the  only 
imallible  standard,  and  he  can  only  be  known  through  his  creation. 

Nature  alone  gives  us  no  standard  as  she  is  only  creative  agent,  a  mere  creature^  and 
this  proves  conclusively  the  supremacy  of  the  heaid. 

Silence,  atheists,  most  becomes  your  petty  misconceptions.  But  forced  from  nature 
and  the  universe,  you  object  to  the  present  position  of  things,  as  an  efibrt  to  find  lauU 
if  not  to  correct  them.  You  object  to  him  who  has  caused  this.  But  you  are  silenced 
then  in  the  wisest  of  all  beings,  and  of  course  in  all.  But  you  persist,  not  appreciating 
your  defeat.     You  object  to  excess  of  water  over  land. 

Are  you  at  all  right,  there  1    The  whole  creation  ia  not  amenaMe  to  your  criticiaio. 
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The  mighty  water  brings  you  pleasurable  temperature,  delightful  breezes,  most  expan- 
sive cooiiaerce,  the  amplest  treasures  of  the  deep,  the  most  fertilizing  productions  of 
bnd,  to  feed  or  employ  the  most  numerous  multitudes.  Nothing  is  made  in  vain  :  it 
is  all  Tight 

The  idea  of  the  God  of  nature  irresistibly  arises,  from  the  positive  organizations  of 
matter.  Legitimate  free  agency,  perversions  of  mind  and  responsibility,  surely  accom- 
pany mind  on  this  earth. 

lio  you  not  recognise  relative  free  agency  in  punishment  ?  Certainly.  Then  you 
are  completely  wound  up. 

The  soundest  reason  not  only  produces  the  highest  conception  of  God,  but  endows 
him  as  the  most  sublime,  the  supreme. 

But  licentiousness  is  greater  in  deism.  That  is,  deism  destitute  of  principles.  But 
what  is  any  profession,  destitute  of  principles  ?  The  world  cannot  recognise  any  such 
io  monotheism. 

Let  honesty  and  truth  prevail  in  all  that  is  worthy. 

You  cannot  convict  monotheism  of  destitution  of  principles.  She  is  actually  certain 
of  God  Almighty. 

You  must  either  take  nature,  or  the  president,  organizer  and  creator.  What  else, 
atheist,  is  there  that  you  can  take  ?  Nothing.  Then  if  you  take  nature  vou  adopt  a 
partial  cause,  vague  and  most  unsatisfactory,  because  it  is  an  effect  referable  to  cause, 
an  organic  agent.  Your  partial  decision  condemns  you,  as  you  affirm  the  principle  of 
causation  by  your  position. 

The  highest  good  sense  enjoins  your  adoption  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  whereby  we 
comprehend  power  as  with  nature,  and  all  the  intelligence  of  omniscience  identified, 
(hat  nature  alone  cannot  have.  This  comprehends  the  only  wise  position,  cause  and 
effect,  the  actor  and  agent. 

But  here  come  in  questions  of  universe  character,  as  what  is  space  1  Where  is  the 
limit !  This  is  an  organic  question,  that  carries  mind  to  the  organizer,  the  centre  of 
all.  When  tho  universe  alone  solves  the  whole  question,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
all  the  main  points  can  ever  be  met  in  this  state  of  mind.  The  soul  will  have  to  meet 
the  highest,  after  its  elaborate  and  protracted  analysis.  Every  thing,  every  class,  be- 
speaks the  necessity  of  principle,  a  rule,  system  above  all,  a  head. 

When  a  man,  atheist  or  not,  comes  to  have  thoughts,  words  or  deeds,  disrespectful 
of  Deity,  he  sinks  below  the  brute.  As  in  our  constitutional  government,  mind  that 
violently  plots  treason  thereto,  is  unworthy  the  respect  of  mind. 

Roll  on,  countless  orbs,  <fountless  to  man,  in  the  inntmensity  of  space,  immense  to  him, 
and  humble  him  by  thy  numbers,  and  convince  him  by  the  light  of  those  so  distant,  that 
!ue  jQst  hailed  for  the  first  time  since  creation. 

\  e  can  demonstrate  beyond  cavil,  his  sublimity,  the  genius  property  of  Deity ! 

But  minds  of  congenial  reason,  need  not  leave  this  planet. 

What  beautiful,  philosophical,  mighty  powers  of  atmosphere !  What  could  have 
eaoaed  them  in  nature,  without  the  supreme  soul  of  intelligence  ?  Elaborated  nature  is 
the  oniverse,  that  was  created  by  the  exercise  of  the  highest  functions  of  creative  in- 
tellectuality, and  has  to  be  thus  appreciated  by  mortals  ?  The  main  question  is  not  the 
bow  and  where  of  Deity's  creation,  but  the  utter  incompetency  of  the  atheist  to  reason 
on  them.    This  department  is  in  that  of  religion,  not  in  atheism. 

The  great  standard  of  Deity  in  his  perfect  unity,  and  his  universal  elaborated  nature, 
pats  down  atheism  as  a  dream,  as  well  as  polytheism,  more  libels  than  inquiries.  The 
universal  character  of  God  is  written  in  action — ^works.  We  cannot  see  nature  alone, 
without  Deity. 

CqM  the  ancients  ever  have  conceived  of  the  universe,  and  of  the  sublime  laws  of  its 
system  of  gravitation  ?  Of  its  sublime  author,  and  of  his  sublime  system  of  rational  reli- 
gion, that  as  much  exceeds  all  other  systems  of  faith,  as  light  of  days  does  that  of  night,  as 
l)eity  does  that  of  mortals,  to  whom  monotheism,  the  safest,  in  most  trust- worthy  confi- 
<Icnce  imparts  its  sublimity  by  practical  operations  in  the  soul,  mind,  by  morals  and 
religion  without  profession,  itself  the  sublime  provision  to  the  soul,  the  execution  of  a 
God,  not  needing  but  excluding  peculiar  proclamations  of  the  priestocracy. 

And  how  beneficent  the  provision,  when  all  christs  as  messiahs  are  self-condemned 
as  begotten  and  positively  mortal,  as  the  function  of  all  procreation  is  mortal.  God's  is 
creation,  not  procreation.  Physiology  decides  the  question,  and  expels  this  abominable 
libel  of  human  lewdness  from  all  pure  minds.  Wliat  is  the  atonement  worth?  It  is  a 
pious  fraud ;  the  least  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  it  is  disgustingly  mercenary. 

Regeneration  or  the  new  birth,  the  new  heart,  is  as  worthless,  as  the  doctrine  of 
■nincles,  prophecies  or  mysteries.  But  in  monotheism  there  is  a  certain  platform  for 
^  the  &ith  of  religion,  that  recognises  the  conservative  law*s  of  universal  principles. 
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Comprehend  Deity,  atheist.  First  comprehend  his  universe.  Know  that  each  sun  in 
his  own  solar  system  cannot  be  eclipsed  by  the  universe  of  suns,  nor  its  gravitation  un- 
balanced.    Think,  then,  of  the  eclipsing  character  of  their  Author. 

Say  what  you  will,  you  have  to  acknowledge  the  organization  of  the  universe,  and 
that  demonstrates,  gives  full  proof  of  its  organizer,  the  creator,  the  Great  First  Cause. 
But  a  mighty  w^ar  has  been  waged  upon  the  religion  of  principles  ;  all  the  supposed 
highest  authorities  have  been  adduced  to  miUtate  against  it.  "  As  to  Deism,"  says  Pa- 
trick Henry,  quoted  in  Wirt's  Sketches,  "  The  view  w  hich  the  rising  greatness  "of  our 
country  presents  to  my  eyes,  is  greatly  tarnished  by  the  general  prevalence  of  deism, 
which,  with  me,  is  but  another  name  for  vice  and  depravity."  And  this  was  the  illus- 
trious patriot  and  orator,  the  honored  Henry,  who  at  the  time  this  sentiment  was 
uttered  was  giving  the  noblest  expression  of  rational  religion,  under  the  cover  of  another 
faith !  otherwise,  that  very  view  was  antagonistic  to  principles  that  triumph  for  ever.  If 
deism  reflect  principles,  she  is  libelled  with  any  such  view. 

For  want  of  comprehensive  analysis,  vindication  of  principles  is  not  satisfactory. 
The  question  is  gros^y  misunderstood.  It  is  difficult  to  decide  which  would  be  worse, 
the  demoralization  of  bibles  of  tradition,  or  the  vices  of  pretended  deism,  for  the  conser- 
vative principles  of  deism,  or  monotheism,  permit  no  such  thing  as  licentiousness.  That 
is  impossible.  The  fault  is  in  man.  One  of  the  great  principles  of  monotheism  is  to 
combat  the  licentiousness  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  busied  in  upsetting  the  verj'  principles  of 
religion  in  libels  of  Deity  himself.  Revolutions  that  are  conservative  never  go  back. 
Now  monotheism  will  meet  the  purest  views  of  the  purest  oiind,  and  confront  it  as  pre- 
pared soul-organization  to  enjoy  its  reward  of  the  highest  order,  with  its  God.  She  is 
without  blemish,  and  is  the  production  of  God  himself. 

Where  can  we  go  amiss,  to  trace  the  First  Great  Cause  ?  Wliere  there  is  no  effect, 
that  is,  nowhere.  Look  at  any  point,  and  the  best  appreciation  will  demonstrate  its  ap- 
propriate organization  and  functions,  be  it  the  minutest  microscopic  atom,  or  the  most 
enlarged  orb.  See  the  mighty  revolutions  of  the  atmosphere,  that  so  admirably  fills  all 
its  departments.  All  creation  does  that,  how  much  more  does  its  Creator  1  Pettifog- 
gers of  mind,  ye  know  not  what  God  is,  in  your  trifling  cavils  that  disgrace  you.  Tlie 
paramount  proof  of  God,  is  the  almighty  organization  of  creation,  Vhose  unity  is  de- 
monstrated by  its  conservation  in  the  unity  of  design,  which  excludes  and  annihilates 
atheism  and  polytheism  or  trinities. 

From  my  sincere  conviction  and  deepest  reverence  of  Deity,  and  respect  to  rational, 
his  ordained  religion,  I  cannot  believe  in  any  bibles  of  tradition,  however  plausible, 
given  by  any  priestocracy,  in  the  face  of  this  universal  sublime  proof.  Of  course  all  their 
prophecies  and  miracles  to  prop  up  such  pretences  for  man's  least  works,  are  the  worst 
of  humbugs.  W'ho  and  what  are  antagonistic  to  facts  of  nature  ?  Who  but  the  priest- 
ocracy and  their  special  peculiar  bibles,  that  have  various  translations  and  interpreta- 
tions modified  by  the  mirror  of  time. 

But  all  of  priestocracy  are  most  suspicious,  and  not  trustworthy.  All  their  designs 
were  most  corrupt,  for  temporal  despotism,  all  they  could  get.  Monotheism,  that  en- 
lighteneth  the  world  while  she  purifies  it,  civilizes  nations,  and  proves  herself  a  supe- 
rior power  that  offers  best  rules  for  creation.  She  recognises  the  planets  and  suns,  all 
the  systems  of  systems  to  move  in  harmonious  order,  to  organic  laws  that  premise  na- 
ture for  nature's  God.  She  reflects  the  moral  organism,  dependent  on  eternal  princi- 
ples that  cannot  be  shaken,  confirmed  as  it  is  by  ocing  total  and  exclusive  property  of 
her  President. 

But  how  wicked  are  some  deists  ?  They  that  are  unprincipled,  no  matter  of  what 
profession,  are  base.  But  are  the  principles  of  deism  in  its  purity,  that  of  excellent 
monotheism,  untenable  1  That's  the  question,  for  if  they  are  demonstrable,  from  that 
moment  I  renounce  all  such.  But  that  is  utterly  impossible,  for  she  is  the  religion  of 
principles,  and  the  fault  lies  in  the  minds  of  cavilers,  not  critics,  sophists,  not  philoso- 

{)hers.  W'ere  there  any  numbers  of  deists  or  monotheists  who  were  to  think  previous- 
y  and  maturely  on  this  subject  of  religion,  they  would  all  come  on  comparison  of  notes 
to  the  same  primary  essential  conclusions  of  the  unity  of  the  existence  and  design  of 
one  Supreme.  What  less  than  principle  could  cause  them  thus  to  be  supremely 
right  ?  Deism  then  reflects  principles  that  guide  the  world.  What  is  wrong,  then,  in 
iti  No  mortal  can  reach  higher  than  principles.  But  peculiar  faiths  differ  essentially 
tlie  world  over,  so  much  so,  that  the  world's  peace  has  been  disturbed  nearly  all  the 
time.  All  such  have  no  principles,  but  what  are  essential  to  the  very  thing  that  they 
all  traduce.  What  is  wrong  in  tliem  ?  They  are  all  wron^.  Religion  must  take  in 
all  minds,  whether  they  assent  to  the  name  or  not.  Now  peculiar  faith  never  can  4ake 
in  rational  mind  that  ought  to  be  universal. 

The  world  needs  tlie  want  of  moral  and  religious  codes  to  carry  the  whole  for  unity. 
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Dogmatists,  did  yon  never  violate  all  this  ;  prevent  mind  by  this  bigoted  vice,  while 
}ou  sophidcated  all  practicable  ?  Faithites,  you  deprive  yourselves  of  your  own  moral 
power,  otherwise  of  religious  influence. 

Yuu  produce  wholesale  evils  of  peculiar  faith  and  doctrines,  earth's  despotisms. 

As  to  atheists  and  polytheists*  of  all  classes  of  peculiar  faith,  they  have  to  become  ra- 
tionalists to  reach  the  proper  appreciation  of  God,  the  Creator.  Mind  needs  a  code  to 
ale  out  and  govern  all  such  bigoted  dogmatists. 

Polytheism  debauches  mind,  from  the  purest  character  of  philosophy  and  science. 

Ttie  animal  materialism  of  the  atheist  that  consigns  the  soul  to  animal  mortality, 
comei  into  woful  conflict  with  the  justice  of  his  God.  How  could  he  diminish  the  in- 
\mtiic:  worth  of  soul-materialism  ?  It  is  his  sophistry,  that  affects  undisciplined  mind. 
^Vliat  is  his  position  ?  It  does  not  matter  whether  his  faith  or  belief  is  acknowledged 
C.S  any  thing  at  all ;  he  has  an  existence  that  depends  necessarily  on  principles,  to  which 
ii''  is  amenable  for  all  that  existence  involves,  now  responsible  for  a  certain  amount, 
:ii:<i  that  tells  the  whole  tale,  proclaiming  unmistakable  universal  facts. 

Sow,  his  verbal  faith  is  not  to  be  the  base  means  for  his  abominations  and  bloody 
(^e-ds.  His  mind  is  to  be  used  for  weal  or  wo ;  if  not  adverse  to  himself,  it  may  be  to 
billions  of  his  race.  He  is  a  member  of  the  universe  society,  and  owes  supreme  alle- 
giance to  its  best  conservative  principles. 

It*  he  cannot  get  his  own  wayward  assent  to  his  dreams,  he  is  bound  to  advance  only 
facts  and  their  benefits.  He  aifects  to  speak  of  nature,  which  is  but  an  illustration  of 
U.v^»  and  elaborations  emanating  from  the  Supreme,  and  stop  miserably  short  of  the 
eu:r.[irebension  of  the  whole  subject.  So  does  the  Polytheist  who  dwarfs  the  God  of 
ly  aniferse  boundless  to  liim  by  his  petty  bible,  and  pretends  that  he  has  analyzed  the 
*t:;n\t,  when  he  has  not  touched  it  at  all.  I  criticise  no  eflfort  of  mind,  for  such 
pniiN^' worthy  attempt  at  analysis,  is  the  very  thing  I  seek,  but  for  the  pitiful  pretences 
otfered  for  that  analysis.  Their  sophistry  makes  all  such,  God-libellers.  The  poly- 
^nat  does  not  even  talk  of  that  God,  but  has  booked  a  miserable  apology,  an  abortion 
iiif'K  rickety  of  a  peculiar  character,  heathen  and  barbarian,  for  the  sublime,  supreme, 
^uli  true  eflfrontery  of  graceless  priestocracy.  The  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing 
*'.i  the  truth,  in  giving  all  that  is  liberal,  from  first  of  Genesis  to  Apocrypha,  prove  it 
aJ  AfKicrypha,  and  that  there  is  no  confidence  in  such  pretended  prophecy.  Instead  of 
proper  analysis,  the  sophisticated  priestocracy  give  all  the  go  by.  It  was  bad  to  see 
^ui-h  from  the  ancients  ;  it  is  horrible  to  have  it  from  the  moderns. 

One  of  the  great  objections  to  Deism  is,  that  some  Deists  have  been  afraid  by  legal 
<*^!.ses  and  social  proscriptions,  from  telling  the  whole  truth.  I  have  not  to  cite  the 
t^ors  of  deists  against  deism,  a  self-evident  principle,  but  to  investigate  the  facts  of 
rlit'  case,  difficult  as  it  may  be,  pure  Monotheism,  which  is  not  responsible  for  the  errors, 
ii::«>ions  and  commissions  of  her  advocates.  The  reign  of  tenor,  as  that  of  atheism 
•  '  France,  is  alien  to  Monotheism  in  every  sense,  as  she  contemns  despotism  of 
h-i'.vJmTS  and  names  assumed  as  sacred.  Many  points  will  be  urged  trivial  in  objections 
t  >  the  deist,  but  of  no  moment  to  overthrow  deism,  much  less  Monotheism  that  is 
t't'Toii^hgoing  in  principles,  by  the  side  of  which  dogmatic  polytheism  and  atheism 
•ifinot  stand.     It  is  a  virtue  and  religion  to  deny  what  is  not  in  existence,  but  both  are 

ajueot  in  refusing  a  just  appreciation  to  what  is.  That  is  their  look-out,  and  con- 
>uin9  them  to  their  scale. 

But  the  attention  of  the  world  is  arrested  at  the  charge  of  licentiousness  of  deism. 
If  tiiH  be  inherent,  deism  as  all  other  illegitimate  isms,  ought  to  be  silenced.  But 
^ii^re  can  an  iota  of  this  accusation  be  laidi  By  what  fair  means  can  it  be  properly 
p^i^uinedl 

\Vj<>re  can  licentimisness  grow  up  in  Monotheism,  that  recognises  all  wisdom  of  all 
'^^^  predicated  on  their  just  principles,  and  seeks  to  correct  the  first  by  the  last,  by 
'^i«-rvative,  not  reckless,  bloody  revolution.  She  breathes  in  the  atmosphere  of  prin- 
■•ir'ta  that  never  dash.  It  is  she  that  defines  the  legitimate  scope  to  all  the  vindictive 
[- -^^ioIls  of  human  nature.  As  rational  religion,  she  is  the  concomitant  of  all  minds, 
>>p<^king  attendance  on  thought,  words  and  action,  while  peculiar  faith,  the  noisy 
>-Tp»?r  allied  to  despots,  has  no  such  function.  It  is  she  that  bestows  the  wisdom  con- 
■?niUve  of  iniDd's  own  reflection.  In  her  boon  of  universal  brotherhood,  all  nations 
^HQ  safety  uoiTenal,  the  largest  honored  in  the  bestowal,  the  smallest  in  the  reception, 
*^  i'*:-  all  are  more  or  less  equalized  by  her  international  continental  unions.  She  con- 
^.I'jtfH  all  this  time  and  all  eternity,  the  amplest  adequate  protection  for  vitality  of 
i^^rnaoity,  physically,  mentally,  morally,  and  best  of  all,  religiously.  With  such  a  benign 
niiiance  tlot  proves  nothing  less  than  God,  can  the  atheist  or  polytheist  exist  any  longer 
<>  tneir  own  pure  ratiocinations  of  rationality,  however  deluded  they  had  been  by 
t  ^>  4^  minds  and  their  more  imbecile  books,  when  they  rightly  observe  tiie  influence  of 
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supreme  light  in  general  adaptation  of  means  to  the  uniTersal  benefit  of  curtailing  life 
to  the  present  limit,  thereby  preventing  excess  of  errors  and  power,  the  overwhelming 
accumiilation  of  wealth,  and  its  potent  influence  growing  up  in  a  few  centuries,  redun- 
dance of  population  dangerous  to  morals  and  vital  enjoyment  1 

Turn  where  they  will,  this  universal  supremacy  of  intelligence  and  wisdom,  superla- 
tive magnificence  is  conspicuous.  All  this  is  right,  and  of  course  the  dogmatists  are 
wrong. 

Nature  a  God,  atheist  ?  You  a  part,  represent  her ;  are  you  a  God  1  The  defect 
is  in  your  mind,  by  your  abuse  of  reason.  You  have  mistaken  the  work  for  the  work- 
man, the  functions  for  the  functionary. 

Atheists  afifect  that  they  have  no  God,  yet  they  give  all  the  functions  to  nature. 
They  idolize  the  work,  rather  the  conceits  of  their  own  opinions.  But  conceits  nor 
opinions  will  answer  in  this  most  momentous  subject.  If  the  universal  navigator  is  not 
invariably  rightly  governed  by  the  universal  chart,  he  will  encounter  breakers  that  may 
dash  him  and  billions  of  compeers  to  atoms  and  ruin. 

But  polytheists  have  a  peculiar  god,  whom  they  appropriate  to  their  petty  bible 
notions,  and  make  consequently  peculiarly  imperfect.  This  has  been  the  case  with  Jew 
and  Gentile,  who  have  entertained  their  peculiar  notions.  There  is  no  essential  differ- 
ence between  these  two  classes,  as  both  are  followers  of  their  whims  and  notions,  mere 
dogmatists.  But  the  monotheists  cannot  permit  themselves  thus  to  act,  for  they  have 
to  read  tlirough  cause  and  eflfect,  to  the  final  effect,  the  universe,  and  the  Great  First 
Cause,  who  is  perfect  and  unadulterated,  unmixed  and  perfectly  pure.     . 

Bible  advocates  have  pretended  to  teU  the  world  of  the  recantation  of  some  dying 
free-thinkers,  deists,  who  of  course  were  of  doubtful  veracity,  no  matter  on  which 
side  they  were.  But  have  they  told  us  of  the  other  side,  that  is  in  the  majority  against 
them,  of  course  ?  Do  they  know,  independent  of  notions,  that  principles  are  nght,  and 
that  they  are  worth  all  the  balance,  and  above  all,  are  against  them  ?  But  they  pretend 
to  claim  mighty  things  about  creation,  because  a  book  they  call  the  bible,  speaks  about 
a  creation  which  is  evidently  the  fiction  of  man,  and  very  ignorant  and  unprincipled  at 
that,  who  of  course  violated  all  the  principles  of  religion,  truth,  honesty  and  &ith,  in 
palming  it  on  the  world  for  anything. 

The  leaf  of  geology,  one  of  God^s  books,  proves  facts  of  creation,  difiference  in  time 
of  creation  through  die  various  strata,  that  make  all  such  the  modern  pretences  of  the 
day.  All  the  volumes  of  his  book  demonstrate  all  such  black-letter  affairs,  as  the  most 
stupid  and  felon-blasphemies  of  the  world,  with  which  all  rationalists  are  disgusted  to 
nauseousness.  The  principles  of  Monotheism  rule  out  entirely,  all  the  doctrines  of 
atheists  and  polytheists,  but  do  not  exile  them  from  the  whole  people  with  whom  she 
incorporates  them  all  in  all  the  noblest.  She  overlooks  their  follies,  when  she  credits 
them  as  part  of  creation.  She  enables  them  to  make  as  wise  people,  proper  capital, 
and  to  give  her  all  just  and  meritorious  credit  for  their  best  duties. 

The  polytheist,  from  the  crude  notions  of  dark  ages,  made  gods  of  the  elements, 
whereas  the  atheist  took,  as  he  supposed,  nature,  earth,  or  what  was  apparent.  Botli 
are  bieots,  and  took  the  effect  for  the  cause,  being  undisciplined  in  rational  science,  and 
their  bigotry  confines  them  with  false  pride.  Nature  bespeaks  an  elaborate  organiza- 
tion, and  is  self-evident  by  the  finale  to  all  creation,  for  the  cause  that  generated  in 
nature  cannot  be  limited  if  once  thus  set  agoing. 

If  man  had  spontaneous  production,  why  is  it  not  continued  ?  All  this  idea  was  most 
vaguely  conceived  of  nature  as  an  independent  existence  at  first,  and  has  been  preserved 
by  correlative  ignorance  and  want  of  analysis.  When  the  term  nature  was  used,  lan- 
guage was  indefinite,  and  analysis  was  paralyzed.  Now  nature  cannot  be  less  than  tht' 
universe  elaborated,  which  is  clearly  organized,  and  that  defines  the  atheist  to  be  com- 
pletely ruled  out.  The  worst  of  all  is,  that  religious  education  is  exiled  from  youth, 
that  are  nurtured  in  loose  morals,  from  which  emanates  depraved  and  bad  deportment  at 
last.  But  the  polytheist,  by  reason  of  the  court  favors  of  despotism,  of  royalty,  and 
vitiated  public  opinion,  mind-factured,  affects  to  know  and  dictate  all  about  this.  He  is 
tlie  self-appointed  guardian  of  tlie  world,  morals,  and  faith,  and  rules  with  the  dictation 
of  Sir  Oracle,  as  he  is,  but  a  peculiar  one,  like  his  ancient  brethren  the  soothsayers  and 
augurs,  his  equals  in  untruth,  effrontery,  and  popular  imposition.  Has  the  {lolytheist  a 
conscientious  adoption  of  rational  religion  ?  Mind  most  rational  can  appreciate  by  vir- 
tue of  an  efficient  police  over  a  mighty  city,  of  a  constitutional  government  over  a  vast 
people,  tliat  of  religious  police  over  the  world  and  the  universe.  Then  religion,  the 
most  efficient  of  all  constitutional  government  by  reason  of  its  principles,  functions,  and 
attributes,  cannot  be  divested  from  the  universe  by  dogmatists,  whether  atheists  or  poly- 
theists. 

How  could  the  ancients,  as  Moses,  Christ,  &c.,  be  able  to  give  a  proper  reliyions 
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code,  when  they  yiolaced  the  principles  of  the  universe,  which  they  all,  that  is,  their 
dramatic  priestocracy,  did  not  know,  as  proved  clearly,  most  conclusively  ? 

Bat  tbe  worst  appropriation  of  religious  and  mental  capital  is  by  peculiar  faith.  Their 
advocates  talk  about  the  religious  improvement  of 'the  world,  as  if  it  all  emanated  from 
Christianity.  Now  they  should  not  libel  mind  and  its  rational,  which  is  nothing  lesh 
than  religions  improvement.  That  is  only  religion  that  takes  hold  of  it  in  the  right  way 
by  the  right  means.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  accord  to  Christians  as  Jews,  Mahom- 
medaos  as  Mormons,  aU  that  they  are  entitled  to  in  religion,  and  that  is  pre-eminently 
mooolheism. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  it  would  be  well  to  premise  distinctions  of  mind  and 
soul — materialism,  and  what  is  animal  exclusively.  Among  the  plausible  sophistries 
about  matter  not  being  added  to  or  diminished,  the  line  of  analysis  must  be  drawn  as  to 
the  uoiTerse  mass,  all  matter,  and  its  parts  and  components.  The  earth  receives  rays 
of  universal  light,  dispensed  by  the  suns  of  other  systems,  or  universe  suns.  Is  that 
any  limit  to  universal  means?  And  is  not  the  soul  above  all  such?  The  atheist,  as 
potytheist,  will  have  to  be  more  schooled  in  the  depths  of  philosophy  ere  they  can  miake 
a  decent  showing  against  monotheism ;  but  ere  that,  they  can  avail  themselves  best  of 
la  reflective  light  to  irradiate  their  own  deluded  and  benighted  souls. 

This  is  an  inquiring,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  a  just  age,  and  all  that  is  now  needed  is  for 
mind,  in  its  beist  lights,  to  do  full  and  ample  justice  to  itself,  in  order  to  settle  this 
question  forever. 

MIND. 

What  a  fine  thing  it  is  to  have  a  mind  well  cultivated,  and  possessed  of  all  its  native 
richness,  having  therefrom  an  inexhaustible  fund  for  self-possession,  enjoyment  and 
satisfaction,  for  the  possessor  to  have  an  independent  and  inexhaustible  resource  in  all 
trying  vicissitudes  of  woes,  sorrows,  and  oppressions,  to  rise  superior  to  all  temptations, 
ever  giving  due  glory  to  the  Creator,  ever  competent  to  solve  all  the  world  problems, 
essential  to  prospective  welfare. 

The  majesty  of  coltivated  sound  intellect,  that  best  represents  Deity,  also  represents 
man  s  duties  and  ethics,  and  embraces  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  responsibility. 
Socb  creates  the  downfall  of  all  peculiar  feudal  systems,  ever  prevalent  in  all  ages 
vhere  mind  and  philosophical  science  are  not  justly  represented. 

An  independent  mind  is  all  important  to  the  world.  The  noble  resolves  of  an  inde- 
pendent mind  bespeak  the  manly  action,  its  inherent  right  and  duty,  in  obedience  to 
reason  at  aU  times,  conservative  of  what  is  just,  no  matter  how  recent  or  novel,  antag- 
onifltic  and  resistant  to  all  however  imposing  by  authority,  that  is  evil,  if  enlightened 
and  conservative  to  itself  of  rectitude. 

The  mighty  object  of  all  such  minds,  so  constituted,  should  be  to  counteract  the 
intolerant  and  bigoted  fanaticism  that  interferes  with  the  restoration  of  order  and  general 
brotherhood  throughout  the  world. 

This  state  of  mind  bespeaks  high  knowledge,  of  what  mind  itself  is  capable  by  anal- 
ogous review  of  past  weakness,  and  criminal  outrages  in  numerous  modes  disgusting 
to  it,  enlightened  and  raised  to  its  elevated  scale  of  reason. 

In  all  ages,  and  in  much  of  social  intercourse,  the  weakness,  follies  and  vices  of  mind 
have  prevailed,  under  an  odious  feudalism,  in  all  departments  too  w^here  mind  should  be 
free  and  act  independently. 

From  martial  despotism  to  assuming  criticism,  this  tyranny  over  mind  is  sought  to  be 
perpetrated. 

\Mien  mind  is  brought  properly  to  examine  correctly  for  itself  in  the  funds  of  cultiva- 
tion, uninfluenced  by  any  prejudice  or  improper  motive,  into  the  matured  code  of  systems 
and  principles  all  sooner  or  later  practicable,  then  its  universal  assent  will  expedite  what 
u  so  highly  necessarr  to  general  welfare  ;  and  then,  as  wisdom  mcreases,  purity  and 
independence  of  mind  wOl  necessarily  increase  and  elevate  themselves  to  a  just  position. 

The  intelligence  and  reason  of  mind  are  forever  its  best  sentinels  for  its  freedom, 
relifcion,  and  happiness. 

By  sQch  position  mind  is  valid  to  expose  and  rule  out  all  hostile  to  its  best  interests 
Mid  well-being. 

^ond  future  improvement  is  thus  premised  as  a  necessary  residt  on  the  proper 
operations  of  mind. 

The  excellence  of  mind  is  indispensable  and  invaluable  for  the  best  fruition  of  the 
present  and  future. 

Man's  beet  duty  and  highest  intellectual  action  are  a  just  appreciation  of  Deity^s 
atthbates. 
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This  presents  a  fundamental  starting  point,  that  corrects  much  of  fatal  future  deeds. 

This  position  is  indispensable  to  give  a  correct  and  sincere  faith,  that  none  can  ever 
renounce,  but  all  must  entertain  with  the  highest  exultation  and  hope. 

It  is  the  essence  of  wisdom,  the  triumph  of  mind,  the  purity  of  philosophy,  the  glory 
of  religion. 

None  can  recant  unless  mind  subsequently  becomes  deluded,  and  reason  is  lost. 

Man's  duty  is  identified  with  commission  and  omission,  that  involve  mind  and  reason 
in  all  transactions  in  the  performance  of  good  and  avoidance  of  evil  actions,  words,  and 
thoughts. 

The  beauty  and  strength  of  this  doctrine  are,  its  capacity  complete  to  present  to  the 
world,  in  the  full  recognition  of  mind,  true  definition  and  apprehension  of  the  subject, 
its  moral  good  and  bearing,  its  resulting  blessing,  the  honesty  of  human  nature,  as  far 
as  the  best  can  rest  on  the  supreme  eflfect  of  an  absolutely  identified  and  exclusive 
Creator.  , 

This  doctrine  does  away  with  all  the  elements  of  antagonism ;  ever  willing  to  be  right, 
it  refuses  no  tuition  for  correction,  and  no  correction  for  exaltation. 

The  reform  of  the  world  is  progressive  improvement,  varied  but  increasing  in  the 
hands  of  Deity,  that  embraces  all  his  potent  agencies  and  energies. 

All  these,  man  should  ever  seek,  with  due  humility,  to  analyze,  not  libel  any  of  God's 
acts,  by  miserable  views  and  assumptions  of  God's  character ;  by  his  own  botch-work 
and  tinkering,  seeking  to  correct  a  world  of  God's  elaboration,  and  thus  ignobly  becoming 
amenable  to  self-impeachment  in  his  own  weak  and  erroneous  impressions  and  percep- 
tions. The  first  part  of  exalted  religion  was  mind's  humility  and  appropriate  confidence 
in  God. 

Man's  part  is  to  begin  rightly,  with  humble  and  modest  but  just  inquiry,  and  refer  the 
end  and  accomplishment  to  the  Supreme,  with  the  most  liberal  conception  of  God's 
universal  power  and  virtues. 

Nothing  sectarian  or  bigoted,  nor  ever  contracted  ;  nothing  short  of  fair  and  liberal 
investigation  of  both  and  all  sides  of  all  questions,  to  arrive  at  truth,  rational  and  just, 
should  cross  his  path,  to  build  up  a  creed  or  faith  correspondent,  that  will  necessarily 
decay  sooner  or  later,  be  the  delusion  popular  or  fanciful. 

This  is  to  be  the  platform  of  principles,  whose  comprehension  is  as  extensive  as  tJie 
universe,  as  desirable  as  time  to  eternity,  as  conservative  and  universal  as  God's  attri- 
butes, that  are  to  be  the  only  standard  ;  for  none  other  is  genuine,  or  can  exist ! 

Unless  man  adopts  such,  all  will  be  vain  in  his  short-sightedness,  with  improper,  defi- 
cient, antagonistic,  peculiar  faith,  that  leads  to  idolatrous  devotion  or  man-worship;  that 
poisons  mind  and  all  its  true  sources  of  legitimate  enjoyment ;  all  which  can  never  enter 
into  true  faith,  recognised  by  mind,  in  its  enlightened  reason. 

Amidst  the  toil  of  circumstances  arises  triumphant  mind,  secured  a  worthy  govern- 
ment of  true  principles,  for  the  toleration  and  direction  of  one's  own  opinions  and  right- 
ful actions,  with  a  freedom  of  discussion,  a  righteous  decision,  a  fearless  assertion  of 
manly  dignity  for  true  religion,  a  proper  devotion  to  the  Almighty ;  that  all  wise  and 
true-minded  freemen  will  acknowledge  and  duly  reverence,  as  a  proper  construction  of 
duty. 

Intellectual  freedom  of  mind  enables  it  to  analyse,  with  the  justest  obligation,  any 
doctrine,  to  discard  any  or  all  points  that  enlightened  reason  revolts  at,  without  being 
libelled  and  classed  with  any  others,  than  those  who  seek  to  maintain  the  noblest  char- 
acter and  principles  of  true  religion. 

These  are  American  rights  and  freedom's  blessings,  hostile  to  none  but  tlie  enemies 
of  God,  and  the  deceivers  of  mind. 

The  enlightened  mind  of  the  world  will  shake  oflf  the  vassal  shackles  of  ignorance 
and  superstition,  and  adhere  to  no  custom  not  sanctioned  by  reason  and  justice. 

The  mind,  of  a  liberal  education,  attains  the  height  of  its  capacity. 

No  matter  where  mind  exists,  it  is  distinguished,  guided,  moulded,  modified,  char- 
acterized, and  protected  by  liberal  education,  that  is  one  of  the  hoUest  principles  of 
monotheism. 

Then  the  question  very  rightly  settles  upon  no  locality,  creed,  or  platform  of  crude 
opinions  ;  no  inquisition,  bigotry,  fanaticism,  dogma,  nor  assumption  of  temporal  power, 
no  exclusive  divine  rights,  nothing  peculiar,  no  expounder  for  the  principles  or  thing 
expounded,  but  on  a  proper  education  fund  at  the  right  time,  to  give  forethoughts  ever, 
not  look  foolishly  at  impotent  afterthoughts ;  to  promote  mind  s  right  cultivation,  to 
render  it  well  balanced  and  self-sustaining,  pure  as  to  the  past,  innocent  in  all,  fully 
stored  for  present  and  future  demands,  for  all  life's  drafts  in  its  immortal  treasur)" ! 

The  great  and  vital  question  is,  is  mind  invaluable,  competent  and  able  to  wrestle 
with  the  gigantic  conflicts  in  life  with  all  the  varied  powers  successfully  and  triumph- 
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^  >. — Mjii,  that  has  been  so  grossly  imposed  upon  for  thousands  of  years,  and  cheated 
U  '^  a'jtagonisuc  dynasties  ? 

Its  p3.nf>fJy  is  in  principles,  that  it  must  know  how  and  when  to  use.  It  must  give 
b  uwn  works,  not  peculiar  faith,  which  is  mere  credulity  that  belongs  not  to  the  secret 
rcr>^^>  of  the  immortal  soul. 

T.-us  is  the  paramount  question  for  mind  to  consider  all  the  time,  and  to  reach.  There 
-::i^.  *":  Lone  more  important. 

iiiea  It*  mind  has  not  made  a  right  start,  haying  right  views,  when  conviction  flashes 
^.':.  /os  Tivid  light,  it  must  and  will  repent  of  time  misspent,  of  faith  misunderstood  and 
aLN:;;<!ied,  and  of  actions  misdirected. 

li  s^anrammeled,  as  all  mind  should  be  forever,  only  aided  by  sound  suggestions,  it 
^^  !^ek  its  own  best  correction  in  referring  as  the  most  holy  oflfering  of  its  vows,  its 
[M. prions  and  purity,  its  best  actions  to  God,  Uie  only  object  of  its  adoration  as  witness. 

Tae  seal  is  by  its  best  deeds  and  its  most  comprehensive  duties,  as  its  chastest  designs, 
a~:  'he  permanent  resolution  of  its  hopes  and  its  just  faith  in  him  that  only  saves. 

The  li^t  of  one  mind  thus  endowed  and  inspired  reflects  honor  on  mind,  enabling  the 
nx««  to  become  enlightened  and  rejoice,  and  gives  an  impulse  irresistible  to  every  age 
'  .^  baimd,  on  correct  principles,  to  advance  with  firm  and  tenacious  hold  on  the  en> 
..jj^.ned  steps  of  its  predecessor. 

Grt^t  as  every  age  of  mind  thus  illumined,  the  future  must  be  more  so,  if  it  be  wise. 

Libt-ral  education  takes  away  mind's  trammels,  remnants  of  dark  ages,  the  vassal 
'■■:  :re  that  enslaves  and  darkens,  and  the  glory  of  mind  proclaims  itself  to  the  world. 

i'ne  world  has  been  most  debased  by  tyranny  of  mind  perverted  in  all  the  quagmires 
•^i*  superstition. 

B II  brilliant  lights  of  mind  are  bursting  forth  by  the  powers  of  liberal  education,  that 
Tt^s  miod  eni^ved  by  despotism  of  bigotry  and  superstition. 

IN  MIND'S  PURPOSE ; 

Mi\D  has  to  tower  over  all  its  obstacles  to  be  itself. 

in  the  world^s  school  mind  has  to  grapple,  and  on  the  world's  theatre  it  has  to  declare 
it-^  imiependence,  and  never  be  contracted  to  an  odious  localized  existence. 

A  correct  history  of  mind^s  analysis  will  show  it,  next  the  mighty  potentate  of  the 

!v»  rse,  rising  forever  to  a  higher  sphere  of  greatness  and  happiness,  with  its  progress 

yng^  ainiost  insuperable  difficulties,  that  conquered,  build  up  its  tower,  advancing  to 

'  liiUTminable  elevation,  to  its  future  refinement,  worthy  of  greater  and  advancing 
»:o!£ii^, — the  end  the  means — the  means  self-generating. 

In  feudal  times,  only  more  ol^quious  than  tlie  present,  when  castellated  towers  gave 
jHK^st  of  the  best  protection  to  the  mass  circle,  mind  became  menial,  and  individual 
"■•^r^j  was  merged  into  strong  necessity  and  force. 

.  1  hen  was  it  that  martial  prowess  was  apparently  omnipotent,  and  the  iron  weapons 
' ;  Kued  the  mental. 

B'jt  all  SQch  games  of  life,  too  serious  to  be  played  i%ith,  showed  the  temporary  defeat 
' '-  riLQd. 

Tt.*-  present  age  cannot  plead  such  ignominy,  unless  by  its  own  consent.  Tlien  it  is 
*  ■'  vTdding  step,  when  light  shows  the  iniquity  thereof. 

N>x  victories  of  mind  are  the  only  ones  of  value,  fortified  by  moral  and  religions 

Ttose  of  brute  force  are  allied  to  neither  worth  or  character  before  the  author  of 

1  he  first  are  sublimated  by  purity  :  the  last  arc  degraded  and  sunk  by  evil  results. 

The  duel  and  rencontre  were  decreed  once,  by  the  vices  of  past  ages,  the  mighty 
"'r^htites  of  correct  decision,  but  now  are  never  needed  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause. 

H'jw  often  have  they  been  designed,  and  malicious  assassinations,  made  so  by  all  pre- 
^-  i.uted  intentions  and  false  pretences,  from  skilful  use  of  arms  and  superior  adroitness  ? 

rh«3  tables  might  be  turned  when  weapons  are  projiosed  that  equalize  the  parties,  or 

.'■  the  bully  is  not  skilled  in  the  use  of;  or  when  it  is  fixed  that  as  one  is  to  be  vie- 
'  azed  that  both  should  die  the  same  death,  or  run  equal  risks  at  once ;  best  of  all  by 
-  ::t>\i»  legislation,  where  principles  declare  the  best  avenging  penalties. 

\^  hen  man,  individually  or  in  mass,  sees  that  he  is  participant  of  danger  as  well  as  of 
^  '^eors,  that  he  can  do  nothing  important  wrung  without  conviction  and  exposure,  and 

Tuing  deeply  injurious  with  impunity,  then  he  is  not  only  made  to  pause  in  even  his 
^  ii  c;ireer,  but  is  arrested  in  his  execution  of  serious  crimes,  by  the  ihtrrpov-ition  of 
-'  wise  stateman^s  best  veto,  next  to  enlightened  public  opinion. 
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This  new  regime  of  self-government,  of  order  from  the  powers  of  order,  weares  a 
chaplet  to  mind's  power  and  character,  and  the  purity  of  the  age. 

W  hat  supposed  evil  is  there  but  has  a  counterbalancing  go^  in  the  mighty  potency 
of  mind  ? 

Then  let  mind  be  duly  and  rightly  instructed  in  wisdom^s  lessons  at  the  right  time, 
and  protected  by  all  its  best  guardians,  the  right  aegis  of  wise  law^s,  intelligent  custom5, 
and  well  ordered  society,  then  mind  is  nearest  right  of  necessity. 

Mind  is  right  by  knowledge,  and  so  by  necessity  of  habit,  that  is  the  nature  of  things, 
if  not  so  by  the  highest  influences. — Let  all  such  be  pure. 

In  the  development  of  mental  light,  like  man's  age,  many  lights  are  nurtured  to  create 
an  eifulgent  blaze  for  the  vista  of  time  previously  dim  to  man,  as  mind  must  have  en- 
lightened mind  to  create  the  master  genius. 

Bright  lights  preceded  to  help  to  form  such  a  master  mind,  that  looked  intellectually  so 
high  as  to  assert  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  acted  so  candidly  to  avow  it  in  the  face  of 
tyrannical  superstition  forever  disgraced  by  the  rejection. 

No  light  burst  into  magnificence  so  pore  and  great  at  once.  Time,  no  less  than 
mind,  is  to  be  examined  and  analyzed  to  secure  the  right  recognition  of  the  adequate 
advantages  of  both. 

The  history  of  nations  who  have  advanced  as  the  world  has  proceeded,  step  by  step, 
teaches  us  to  be  rational  and  just,  and  to  profit  by  the  useful  treasures  of  mind  and 
time. 

Centuries  of  time  have  advanced  the  development  of  principles  to  their  proportionate 
mastery,  until  the  mighty  accumulations  of  light  mutually  irradiated  each  other. 

Time  and  light  have  brought  mind  to  a  point  actually  outstripping  recognised  written 
land-marks. 

The  lesser  luminaries  are  lost  amid  greater  lights. 

Under  the  best  and  safest  views,  then,  mind  has  to  act  for  itself  rightly,  circumspectly, 
and  independently. 

The  mighty  mastery  of  mind  is  conspicuously  needed  to  avoid,  in  this  sophisticated, 
humbugging  world,  all  the  varieties  of  forms  and  peculiar  kinds  of  faith,  and  select  that 
which  accords  with  principles,  which  are  to  direct  it^  the  beneficiary,  to  the  true  and 
safe  issue. 

A  pure  independence  of  cultivated  mind  is  absolutely  needed  to  protect  the  world 
from  all  its  tricks,  and  all  its  degrading  and  grinding  tyranny. 

A  want  of  it  has  engendered  a  peculiar  faith,  blinded  to  reason  ;  and  peculiar  faith 
engenders  a  world  of  iniquity.  Such  faith  is  horrible,  and  ruinous  to  universal  bliss  of 
mind. 

Many  good  citizens,  seeing  all  professed  peculiar  faith  so  defective,  believe  in  not 
even  that  of  God,  that  is  peremptorily  necessary  for  the  law  of  good  morals,  and  the 
religion  of  principles,  in  the  happiest  management  of  mind. 

Illustrious  mind,  aided  by  philosophical  science,  marks  out  to  all  the  household,  friends, 
relations,  and  citizens  of  the  whole  world,  to  reject  unsafe  pilotage  over  the  many  break- 
ers of  life,  having  character  and  nature  not  of  the  right  stamp  for  universal  brotherhood 
and  power.  Whatever  mortal  affects  any  other,  is  an  impostor,  and  impiously  discloses 
his  character  at  once. 

Any  other  than  those  of  mind  are  counterfeits,  that  cannot  pass  current  however 
much  good  is  aficcted,  and  however  sophistry,  prating  about  faith,  ho  more  nor  lesa 
than  miserable  credulity  and  superstition,  delude  their  votaries. 

It  is  time  that  mind,  exalted  to  the  lights  of  the  present  time,  should  assert  its  dignir 
ty,  and  claim  its  rights. 

Down  with  the  sophistry  and  pretences  that  thwart  mind  in  possessing  its  own. 

Of  all  the  races  of  mankind  reflecting  God's  innate  principles,  all  individually  must 
have  paramount  claim  through  mind,  in  degree  at  least. 

All  their  claims  to  God's  notice  can  only  be  by  or  through  mind,  man's  guardian  and 
vital  pilot 

Mind  can  only  be  reflected  on  by  science,  which  is  knowledge  and  inspiration  oi 
God's  conservative  principles,  an  inspiration  superior  to  miracles,  prophecies  and  mys^ 
teries  of  all  tradition  bibles,  whose  writers  are  limited  to  the  state  of  the  times.  Al) 
persons  can  only  be  reached  by  created  mind,  and  mind  can  only  be  reached  by  and 
through  reason,  that  of  itself  is  built  upon  mind  sound  unto  wisdom. 

All  successful  tuition  and  missions  are  predicated  on  these  principles  and  faculty. 

Mind  is  the  conservative  for  science,  and  can  never  be  superseded  by  peculiar  faith. 

Its  claims  were  established  when  existence  commenced,  and  its  value  has  increased 
as  man's  best  consciousness  and  recognition  have  been  awakened  to  its  holy  dignity* 
It  truly  represents  Deity,  its  creator,  and  exhorts  to  reason,  its  friend  and  patron. 
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The  fight  of  mind  raiaed  itself  up  over  the  duU  glare  of  imperfect  peculiar  false  faith, 
and  thomphs  over  fanaticism  and  superstition,  bigotry  and  sophistry. 

Let  mifld  go  on  untranmieled  under  its  only  proper  inspiration  from  God,  and  it  will 
do  the  bekace. 

Mind  perverted  is  to  be  counteracted  and  prevented  by  mind  enlightened  and 
correct 

The  fand  of  mind  ia  inexhaustible,  from  the  inexhaustible  treasures  of  the  universe, 
proTing  mind  a  free  moral  and  religious  agent. 

Every  honest  mind  has  a  direct  diploma  from  God,  to  whom  alone  that  mind  is  re- 
sponses, whilst  every  dishonest  and  untruthful  mind  has  comparatively  renounced  it, 
and  has  lost  the  best  part  of  its  privilege  of  using  this  most  invaluable  capital. 

Those  who  see  that  the  support  arises  with  the  God  of  truth  and  mind,  resort  to  no 
fiJae  paintings. 

It  is  the  true  interest  of  mind  not  to  be  misled  by  the  devices  of  hierarchy,  fanaticism 
or  false  enthusiasm— any  blind  misleadings  or  delusions  of  others  or  of  self,  however 
fascinating  or  seducing. 

Let  all  conservative  principles  haye  fair  play,  obscured  by  no  pretences,  assailed  by 
no  influences,  then,  even  with  silent  revolution,  immortal  good  results  to  mind  aspiring 
to  immortality. 

Every  proper  incentive  should  be  furnished  for  proper  action,  and  no  evil  obstacle 
tnterposed. 

Principles,  and  all  that  they  command  the  world  through,  must  come  sooner  or  later 
into  play.  Bad  minds  may  and  do  pervert  their  order,  but  such  men  will  be  silenced 
finally. 

The  paramount  principles  of  Deity  will  decide  for  the  whole,  and  acquiescence  will 
be  wisdom  for  universal  protection  and  illustrious  benefits  too  elevated  to  be  lost,  too 
cooimanding  to  be  neglected. 

Wise  men  appreciate  penalties  as  well  as  rewards,  consequently  with  the  liberalised 
advance  and  improvement  rightly  begun,  with  correct  habits  fixed  and  matured,  a  pro- 
perly self-sustaining  mind,  their  progress  must  be  upwards  and  onwards. 

The  supposed  weakness  of  the  popular  mass  results  too  much  from  excessive  confi- 
dcBce  in  the  circle  of  mind,  perverted  and  too  apt  to  deceive  them. 

Profession  of  peculiar  faith,  and  not  that  of  principles,  makes  no  difference,  when 
latitude  of  power  permits.  All  mankind  must  be  tested,  on  fullest  experience.  Profes- 
ssion  is  a  siren  spirit,  that  has  preyed  on  every  age. 

The  people  have  the  inherent  means  of  correction  amply  in  their  own  hands,  if  they  will 
analyze  truly  that  condition,  and  exclude  the  base  factions  hostile  to  them,  when  self- 
agmndizement  is  the  object. 

The  severest  rebuke,  the  most  effectual  restraint  on  all  the  petty  tyrants  of  society 
^  of  the  world  exists  with  the  enlightened  people,  who  should  always  make  their 
coQntry  too  hot  to  hold  any  species  of  absolutism. 

Who  can  fear  where  facts  omnipotent  prevail,  for  the  result  must  be  happy,  as  all  the 
good-minded,  if  unimpeded,  will  proceed  to  the  right  point. 

The  true  shepherds  are  needed,  as  tyrants  of  aU  grades  consider  the  mass  like  sheep 
or  bees,  obliged  to  follow  leaders,  who  are  too  often  misled  by  others ! 

The  popular  mass  needs  confidence  in  themselves,  and  much  more  in  principles,  their 
best  protectors. 

Their  leaders  are  principles,  not  men  above  principles. 

Canning  and  designing  men  practice  all  kinds  of  deceit  to  get  the  people's  confi- 
dence. 

Snch  men  are  unworthy  of  it,  thereby  proving  clearly  their  calibre. 

Of  course  men,  mere  hacks  when  they  assume  to  be  what  they  are  not,  as  proved  by 
^eir  course,  cannot  be  repulsed  and  discarded  too  soon  by  the  people.  While  the  tow- 
ering minds  of  the  world  feel  above  such  intrigues,  and  rest  on  their  talents  and  the 
principles  that  they  respect! 

Their  virtues  must  descend,  to  be  conunemorated  in  their  country's  annals. 

Mind  of  proper  organization  and  natural  endowments,  having  brains  or  organs  expan- 
^i^e  in  depth  and  br^idth,  well  balanced  by  judgment,  conscience  and  will,  able  to  im- 
port much  competent  analysis  of  momentous  subjects  in  the  right  way,  should  be  duly 
e»timated  when  possessed  of  virtuous  patriotism. 

The  majority  of  the  people  generally  may  get  out  of  the  pale  of  safety,  if  they  do  not 
appreciate  the  public  duties. 

Can  they  be  too  well  prepared  to  solve  the  difiiculties  that  pertain  to  all  public 
dolies  ? 

Their  mind,  if  cultivated  in  principles,  prompts  them  to  the  adoption  of  the  select, 
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unless  debarred  by  absolutism  that  may  tyrannize  in  social  circles  of  even  free  countries. 
All  profound  minds  must  concede  that  the  world  needs  protection.  Now  what  is 
that  protection  ? 

Is  it  in  flatterers  and  sycophants,  deceivers  and  absolutists  1  In  storms,  wise  men  do 
not  trust  to  rotten  planks.  The  mass  needs  g^iardians — a  right  construction  of  the 
guardianship  of  the  principles  universally  the  gift  of  the  Creator,  alienated  from  them 
by  various  means  of  treachery,  when  they  can  sustain  all  wisely  and  properly.  Too 
many  minds  are  now  crushed  and  withering,  by  tlie  pretended  wisdom  of  conceited 
leaders. 

When  the  touchstone  of  principle  that  cultivated  mind  honors,  is  preferred  by  all  wise 
people  to  any  man  or  set  of  men,  then  man- worship  must  be  abolished,  as  the  people 
will  wish  to  be  safe. 

All  public  virtues  should  be  duly  rewarded,  beyond  that  the  people  injure  themselves. 

A  wise  people,  duly  enlightened,  must  ever  inquire  for  correct  principles. 

Will  they  blindly  submit  to  any  set  of  mortals,  all  being  fallible,  to  conduct  them  in* 
dependent  of  mind,  reason  and  principles  ? 

They  are  then  the  vassal  slaves  of  the  worst  absolutism.  The  absolutism  over  mind 
uncultivated  of  professions  that  are  insidious  disguises  by  names,  is  the  most  dangerona 
to  the  world's  freedom  and  noblest  interests. 

Man^s  own  action  on  the  best  light  of  mind  should  save  him  from  the  curse  of  omis- 
sion and  neglect  that  deluged  for  centuries  continents  in  blood,  for  mad  ambition,  con- 
quest and  rapine  and  most  wicked  church  power,  from  the  curse  of  even  seeing  mind 
wrecked  in  the  tortures  of  inquisitorial  tyranny  and  bigotry  of  absolutism,  therefore  he 
cannot  exert  too  much,  on  his  own  best  resources,  all  the  powers  of  his  cultivated 
intellect. 

Plausible  bigotry  upheld  by  brutal  force,  has  been  too  prevalent  in  every  age,  dis- 
graced by  the  effusions  of  the  blood  of  millions  shed  for  centuries  over  the  world,  for 
mad,  reckless,  and  lawless  passions,  conquest  and  dominion.  These  are  upheld  by 
sophistry,  that  fostered  the  mad  conflicts  of  contending  ignorance  and  prejudice.  And 
what  a  hold  has  sophistry  on  the  world  1 

She  paints  with  all  colors,  and  subdues  captive,  the  mighty  mind  that  is  to  rule  and 
reign  over  her  superiors.  Wluit  is  this  that  deceives  men  1  They  deceive  themselves. 
The  mind  of  God  is  only  recognised  by  man's  mind ;  all  instruction  of  the  first,  is 
addressed  to  the  latter. 

Mind  can  therefore  rightly  have  no  prejudice,  as  benevolence  of  man  must  extend  to 
man,  but  could  not,  if  its  principles  were  not  universal.  It  is  the  error  and  fault  of 
education.     True  knowledge  and  science  must  be  conservative. 

Emanating  from  all  compatible  freedom,  the  mind  seeks  its  own  pure  rights,  an  €»qual 
and  general  participation  here,  and  an  everlasting  fruition  on  a  base  sure  and  certain  to 
obtain  it,  a  base  whose  purity  possessed  guarantees  not  only  immortality,  but  that  most 
desirable. 

Without  the  ever  watchful  action  of  mind,  no  one  is  safe.  All  mind's  prospects  are 
uncertain  for  time  and  eternity,  when  all  stop  short  necessarily  of  the  true  object  of 
creation.  The  mind  endowed  with  freedom  with  man,  a  free  agent  from  its  Creator, 
will  rise  higher  upwards  and  onwards,  to  its  ultimate  titles  in  fee  simple  given  by  the 
exclusive  proprietor,  and  will  dash  to  the  dust  all  that  impede  its  progress.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  act  to  the  full,  in  accordance  with  a  sound  faith  and  professions,  that  are  for 
man's  safety,  not  for  the  world's  direst  oppression  and  cruel  ruin. 

Then  let  mind  adopt  by  all  means,  the  wisest  and  best,  the  only  ones  that  can  insure 
salvation. 

Mind  in  every  age  and  country,  is  analogously  situated.  Take  away  the  light  of 
reason,  which  means  comparative  refined  mental  knowledge  with  its  inherent  power, 
and  mind  is  destitute  indeed,  and  society  most  deeply  injured.  The  progress  of  the 
social  blessings  is  stopped,  and  to  advance,  the  same  circle  has  to  be  gone  over 
eternally. 

Thanks  to  the  improvement  and  invention  of  printing,  one  of  the  inspirations  of 
mind,  the  records  of  science  are  now  fixed,  and  the  records  of  vice  distinctly  mirrored. 
Mind  must  be  totally  blind,  to  overlook  the  reflections  from  such  obvious  truths.  Its 
freedom  and  virtue  rest  on  immutable  principles  vouchsafed  by  the  Creator,  and  lor- 
tiinately  rest  in  the  keeping  of  no  sect  or  creed,  but  in  its  own  illumined  treasury.  The 
great  question  how  best  cultivate  these  principles  after  they  are  ascertained,  is  unmis- 
takably addressed  to  the  world.  The  world  depends  on  better  means  and  capacity  for 
improvement,  than  the  botches  of  profession  appreciate,  whose  vitiated  and  abominable 
doctrines  mar  its  beauties,  and  condemn  these  workers  of  iniquity,  of  foul  deeds,  and 
ignoble  ingratitude. 
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What  is  more  beconung  than  for  man  to  acquiesce  in  the  fixed  laws  of  natare,  and 

devote  tfaem  to  their  legitimate  purposes  ?     To  all  this  cultivated  mind  must  bring  all 

its  best  powers,  that  vulgar  errors  should  be  duly  corrected,  however  sanctioned  by 

absoid  customs.     The  masses  of  every  age  are  unfortunately  check-mated  by  the 

cunniii^  devices  of  those  who  are  bound  to  do  mind  justice,  but  who  avail  themselves 

of  its  weak  points,  render  them  vicious  or  perverted,  to  secure  more  important  parts  of 
their  complete  mastery. 

Never  will  this  be  fully  corrected  till  every  mind  is  its  own  best  committee  of  the 
worid's  affairs,  to  the  extant  of  its  innate  capacity,  untrammeled  by  insidious  advice. 
Self-exposed  errors  are  the  worst  of  all,  and  hardest  to  be  eradicated. 
The  Creator  gave  organs  of  mind,  and  fixed  them  b^  laws  that  cannot  be  easily  re- 
versed after  hsSat  has  decided.  All  the  worid^s  legislators  should  premise  correct 
positions  at  once,  and  do  everything  right  at  first,  always.  All  officials  of  constitutional 
goTemment  must  address  mind  through  Monotheism.  Mind  acting  on  mind,  has  passed 
OD  by  the  silent  bat  effectual  agency  of  thought  inspired  by  its  mighty  author. 

Mind  must  not  disgrace  its  best  gifts,  its  own  talents  and  its  own  analysis,  its  self- 
knowledge  and  its  self-government,  its  capacity  for  avoidance  of  merited  penalties,  ana 
its  meritorious  security  of  rewards,  by  embrace  of  superstition  in  any  of  its  delusive 
characters  compromising  escape  of  injuries  terrestrial,  and  its  immortal  anticipations  of 
things  to  eome. 

God  made  mind  as  it  is,  for  mind  to  correct  itself,  that  it  might  have  merit  when 
called  to  account  for  its  jewel  attributes. 

Mind  has  to  take  its  position  in  the  midst  of  the  universe,  and  perform  with  prompt- 
nes  and  alacrity  the  right  functions  in  the  right  soul,  all  that  is  required  of  it  to  reach 
the  best  future  position  attainable.  That  is  the  only  safety.  What  are  those  functions  ? 
It  has  to  learn  in  the  school  of  the  world,  its  only  comprehensive  theatre. 

liSliile  mind  is  modest  in  its  ignorance,  discards  errors,  not  libels  itself,  much  less  its 
uthor,  God,  the  will  may  be  taken  by  the  God  of  mercy  for  the  deed. 

Deity  never  intended  for  mind  to  be  deformed  by  superstition,  or  polluted  by  man^s 
haae  speculations  and  traffic  in  professions,  designs,  intrigues,  ambitions,  corruptions  that 
muftt  as  improper  fundamental  evils,  run  out  to  the  final  injury  of  all  that  come  in  the 
sphere  of  their  malign  influence. 

God  gave  mind  capable  of  being  God-like,  by  reaching  the  perfection  of  its  capacity 
and  attributes.  God  is  then  to  t«  appreciated  by  the  l^st  action  of  mind,  not  Ubeled 
bv  nngrateful  demoralization  of  its  nature.  The  question  of  its  proper  sense  is  not, 
whj  did  God  not  give  man  a  better  sphere  of  existence  ?  but,  what  sphere  of  future 
enjoyment  shall  he  obtain  by  his  merit  on  this  present  sphere  ? 

Mhid  must  not  speculate  in  discontent  here,  while  it  has  every  reason,  obligation  and 
nobler  impulses,  to  impiOTe  that  condition. 

Physical  existence  of  itself,  is  not  independent  of  morals  and  reli^on.  Their  union 
bespeaka  the  hig^hest  theme  for  mind  to  act  on,  to  improve  all  as  a  faithful  guardian,  re- 
spooaible  to  the  proprietor  universal,  not  peculiar,  for  that  would  be  man. 

Are  the  lights  of  mind  in  the  van,  battling  against  superstition  ?  No,  they  are  often 
fall  fed  on  its  gorgeous  pomperings.  Such  often  act  or  say,  that  one  faith  may  be  as 
g(K)d  as  another ! 

In  ihe  dark  ages,  when  mind  was  incapable  of  assertion  of  rights  and  protection  of 
self,  permitting  wars  of  no  principle,  but  ignoble  purposes,  plunder  and  conquest, 
throoghout  the  world ;  we  could  expect  no  elevation  of  sentiment,  but  now  the  rererse 
of  eircomstances  should  cause  us  to  put  the  reverse  of  the  dark  ages. 

Then  it  was  that  mind's  power  and  light  were  negatived,  for  reason  held  no  tribunal. 

To  the  shrine  of  the  mass  thus  corrupted,  sectarian  and  bigoted  views  of  selfish 
v&faitioo  sacrificed. 

Ask  one  who  has  generalized  his  views,  why  there  are  barbarians,  cannibals,  &c. 

The  advocate  for  bible  traditions  may  affect  that  it  is  for  want  of  the  gospel. 

The  philosopher  who  advocates  rationsd  views  in  the  whole  problem  of  life,  will  prove 
It  is  for  want  of  light  of  mind  and  civilization.  That  light  and  reason  will  lead  to  the 
expreosion  of  religion  and  social  duty  of  man  to  man. 

The  analyst  wiU  see  but  little  or  no  difference  between  the  cannibalism  of  savages 
^nd  the  butchery  of  those  who  affect  the  highest  civilization,  if  it  do  not  preclude  the 
<i«^rnding  crimes  of  slaughter  and  bloodshed,  unless  in  the  noble  position  of  self-preser- 
vation, any  other  will  put  all  into  the  same  category  of  life-destruction.  And  is  this 
the  poeition  of  the  boasted  faiths  of  the  present  day,  after  all  their  peculiar  pretensions 
lonituted  so  many  centuries  for  this  and  all  other  purposes  of  civilization.  Alter  all,  the 
^  of  them  are  only  an  advance  in  peculiar  faith,  not  in  universal  civilization,  which  it 
cannot  reach,  as  it  has  been  debarred  from  most  of  the  world  at  all  times !    After 
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eighteen  centarieB  of  the  earth^s  annual  revolutions,  the  highest  boasts  of  all  such  fiuihs 
cannot  begin  to  enter  where  God's  creation  birth-right,  the  religion  of  mind,  has  been 
in  existence  all  the  time !  The  dupes  of  peculiar  faith  may  not  see  all  this,  but  any 
other  knowingly  affecting  the  supremacy  of  this  faith  before  the  real  supremacy  of 
mind,  outlaws  himself  from  the  best  benefits  of  mind.  How  many  nations  of  the  world 
have  had  no  gospel  of  bible  tradition,  yet  they  were  more  or  less  civilized,  as  mind  wa^ 
permitted  expansion  in  all- its  glories,  the  true  freedom  of  acting  on  mind  by  truth  and 
rational  discussion. 

Many  of  the  ancient  nations,  and  conspicuously  among  them  the  Greeks  and  the  Ro- 
mans, improved  in  their  laws  and  civilization,  in  the  progress  of  time. 

All  countries  will  improve  in  time  by  the  lights  of  the  world,  through  commerce,  nari- 
gation,  science,  industrial  labor,  manufactures,  or  fall  back  to  dark  ages,  by  abominable 
wars,  that  produce  barbarism. 

But  the  great  question  before  the  world  is  not,  What  shall  be  done  with  the  scriptures, 
that  are  not  only  not  essential  to  its  happiness,  but  have  been  one  of  its  worst  detri- 
ments and  nuisances,  but.  What  has  mind  to  do  ? 

In  the  first  place,  mind  has  to  assert  and  vindicate  its  own  exalted  supreme  worth,  as 
the  greatest  gift  of  the  universe,  and  knowing  the  object  of  its  exclusive  adoration  and 
all  the  appropriate  functions. 

In  the  next  place,  mind  has  to  aid  in  ridding  the  world  of  all  exploded  and  obsolete 
doctrines  of  messiahships. 

Is  it  possible  for  any  rational  mind  to  believe  that  the  Supreme  would  introduce  any 
such  system,  that  was  not  only  a  usurpation  on  his  rights,  but  a  stultifying  himself  by 
theproof  too  of  his  own  imbecility  ? 

This  is  the  insignificant  degradation  of  mind  that  peculiar  faith  elaborates. 

How  and  when  could  this  absurd  nonsense  arise,  that  reflects  the  knavery  of  the  ori- 
ginators on  the  stupidity  of  all  the  propagators  ? 

Give  in  rational  religion  forever  all  the  full,  decisive  proof,  that  reason  tells  her 
high  minded  and  intelligent  faith  to  adopt,  otherwise  be  wisely  silent  in  refusal,  as  the 
faith  that  skulks  from  investigation  is  dishonest.  This  should  be  from  the  essential  na- 
ture of  things ;  for  if  such  be  not  faithfully  produced,  then  the  mind  is  surrendered,  as 
that  of  the  juggernaut  devotee,  to  self-delusion. 

We  then  believe  things  on  mere  assertion,  because  it  is  called  religion,  and  its  char- 
acters of  authorship  gods,  while  at  the  same  time,  if  our  minds  were  free  to  investigate, 
we  should  speedily  denounce  the  whole  imposition,  sustained  by  temporal  force  of  abso- 
lutism, and  the  sophisticated  one  of  superstition. 

Mind  when  perverted  sticks  at  nothing,  sacred  or  profane,  to  attain  its  base  pnrpascs, 
especially  if  fanaticism  and  superstition  excite  it ;  there  is  no  bound  to  its  credulity,  no 
more  than  that  under  the  influence  of  psychology  ;  then  sound  and  correct  minds  must 
counteract  all  such,  by  all  the  conservative  principles  of  their  nature.  Let  no  name  or 
authority  of  mortals  impose  on  minds,  unauthorized  on  the  unmistakable  principles  of 
mind.  Mind  owes  it  to  itself  to  take  cognizance  of  all  belief,  and  scan  all  the  circum- 
stances. 

Belief  leads  to  action — impulse,  weal  or  wo— proscription,  tyranny — ^unless  reason 
arrest  at  the  right  point. 

It  is  obligatory  on  toleration  to  give  due  and  liberal  credit,  for  all  minds  seeking  eter- 
nal salvation,  for  purity  of  motives,  in  all  their  peculiar  creeds,  however  erroneous,  until 
their  light  of  knowledge  enables  them  to  do  better.  Propriety  of  feeling  and  freedom 
of  mind  urge  all  this  in  rational  opinions. 

The  next  question  then,  is,  how  put  them  in  the  right  way  ?  Appeal  to  that  which 
governs  the  universe,  reason  forever. 

None  but  deceivers,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  can  pretend  that  the  people  cannot  recog- 
nise what  is  their  interest,  if  all  the  facts  be  duly  discussed. 

Equal  liberality  in  faith  is  to  be  mutually  accorded  by  liberal  and  enlightened  mindfi, 
till  reason  convinces  to  the  right  one,  as  all  are  equally  good  till  her  decision  is  made. 

In  the  past  dark  a^S)  not  yet  elapsed,  anything  but  reason,  when  interest  spoke, 
shaped  the  course  of  faith  of  all  kinds ;  and  that  wfil  ever  be,  until  God's  conservative 
principles  master  every  demagogue,  that  affects  to  be  master  of  peculiar  systems,  tlie 
most  outrageous  of  all  mind  despotisms. 

There  are  always  two  parties  for  mind's  operations,  and  both  have  to  stand  to  no  pe- 
culiarity that  can  never  exist,  but  to  the  right  decision  of  reason. 

The  right  stands  to  reason.  All  others  are  self-delusion  martyrs  of  the  true  stamp, 
aa  Socrates,  suffered  for  rights  of  mind. 

Others,  as  the  Jujprgernaut  devotees  and  martyrs,  so  called,  though  acting  under  delu* 
aion,  have  suffered  ror  a  correct  principle,  unfortunately  misdirecuS. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


Mim).  m 

Their  sincerity  of  belief,  though  wrong,  proves  their  honest  conviction  of  mind,  but  not 
the  correctness  of  that  faith,  nor  the  light  of  that  mind. 

They  suffered  for  the  right  of  mind,  the  indei)endence  of  thought,  that  wae  ultimately 
to  set  the  clear  light  of  rational  religion,  by  rational  discussion. 

This  martyrdom  the  true  bravea  of  the  world  suffer  in  many  respects,  political  or  any 
other;  all  subsenring  the  noblest  purposes  at  the  sacrifioe  of  life,  when  ruthlessly  taken. 
Rodgers  suffered  for  principles  of  thinking  right,  though  he  was  under  delusion.  He 
was  a  martyr,  as  millions,  to  the  freedom  of  thought,  however  misdirected. 

The  right  point  can  only  be  attained  by  proper  discussion,  in  time  by  philosophical 
science,  proper  freedom  of  principles,  that  vindicate  themselves. 

Is  not  mind  disgusted  with  all  the  antagonisms  of  peculiar  faith  ?  She  can  end  all 
this,  once  and  forever,  when  enlightened.  What  right  has  any  man  to  deny  the  rights 
of  mind  in  any  part  of  its  domain  ? 

Mind  roust  be  ever  grateful  to  all  that  labor  purely  for  rational  views,  for  it  owes  no 
other  obligations. 

The  clergy  that  operate  by  the  benevolence  of  the  age,  that  would  rebuke  anything 
less,  are  with  mind  and  its  rational  labors. 

'fhe  people  are  ever  disposed  to  be  on  the  right  side,  if  they  look  at  their  best  perma- 
nent interests ;  they  cannot  be  anywhere  else  ;  but  deep,  designing,  and  base  leaders, 
have  misled  them  too  often  to  their  ruin  and  deepest  regret.  The  spirit  of  God  is 
always  in  advance,  and  beckons  so  plainly  that  all  minds  can  take  the  best  heed. 

But  here  is  the  difficulty. 

How  can  we  expect  mind  perverted  with  priestocracy,  those  deriving  personal  advan- 
Uges  from  the  existing  order  of  things,  disposed  to  change  voluntarily,  when  the  govern-  • 
ment  of  all  is  in  their  hands  T 

As  bad  as  absolutism  is,  productive  of  evil  to  the  most,  who  expects  it  voluntarily  to 
Hiange  for  constitutional  government,  that  gives  good  to  the  most,  to  all?  Will  any  ab- 
solutism of  perverted  mind  willingly  yield  ? 

The  class  of  absolutism,  a  multitudinous  number  in  conflict,  and  antagonistic  with  the 
^lest  condition  of  man,  brings  forth  collusions  most  insidious,  to  defeat  the  best  efforts 
of  mind. 

Mind  most  be  properly  disciplined  in  science  education,  ever  watchful,  and  aroused 
in  its  proper  efforts,  and  must  counteract  aU  at  the  start,  else  it  may  be  circumvented  in 
toils  of  sophistry. 

Ail  resorts  to  sophistry  the  most  cnnning,  the  negative  to  true  philosophy,  will  be 
osed  under  all  disguises,  even  in  the  name  of  rational  religion. 

We  can  see  this  system  for  victory  constantly  used  in  contests  political  as  well  as 
faith. 

This  plausible  personage  assumes  the  costume  of  philosophy,  as  well  as  her  titles, 
until  ignoniiniously  expelled  from  her  base  pretensions,  universally  at  the  tribunal  of 
reason  and  worth. 

She  dealeth  in  self-delusion  and  logical  folly,  but  her  footsteps  are  backward  to  mo- 
nomania. 

She  is  a  destructive  genius  all  the  time,  especially  to  those  she  particularly  promises 
to  defend. 

Her  slippery  tongue  promises  successful  results  to  basest  characters,  but  she  break- 
eth  her  promises  as  soon  as  made,  for  if  she  be  bravely  followed  she  is  an  exposed  cheat 
and  a  miserably  false-pretender,  directing  wrong  and  perverting  good  all  the  time. 

Her  wisdom  is  cunning,  her  cunning  folly  and  deception,  and  the  end  ruinous  and 
disgraeefiil. 

All  will  be  well  repaid  to  look  faithfully  at  the  profound  analysis  of  the  human  mind, 
the  wondrous  gift  of  the  Almighty — ^from  the  infants  step,  from  innocence  to  reason 
and  wiKlom,  bonnd  to  its  physical  encasement,  inseparable  and  indivisible  on  earth,  pro- 
t^ressive  in  appreciation  and  enJo3rment. 

How  beantifnlly  consistent  is  the  analogy  of  mind's  structure,  for  future  purposes 
under  the  proper  direction. 

There  is  no  delusion  worse  than  that  of  self-delusion,  no  mjury  worse  than  that  which 
produces  self-reproach. 

Who  so  deatitote  in  reason,  that  he  has  no  proper  base  for  self-protection,  must  receive 
it  from  public  guardianship. 

What  gives  law  protection  but  the  agency  of  mind  ? 

What  has  any  form  of  peculiar  faith  to  do  virith  this  ? 

The  principles  of  law  and  religion  are  indissoluble,  but  no'  form  is  requisite  at  all. 

There  mignt  as  well  be  a  church  for  law  as  for  forms  of  faith. 

Both  are  executed  in  each  other's  temple,  the  mind. 
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Let  the  theatre  of  operations  for  mind  he  first  mind  itself.  The  innocent  mind  is  not 
to  he  sacrificed  as  a  victim  to  misguided  education,  so  miscalledi  to  hecome  the  cannibal 
of  society,  the  fanatic,  idolater,  or  whateyer  the  custom  of  circumstances  imposes  upon 
the  benighted  intellect.  Such  mind,  modified  by  such  circumstances,  is  ready  to  do 
the  bidding  of  demoralizing  superstition,  to  call  an  impostor  master,  and  the  possessor 
refuse  the  only  allegiance  to  its  own  noblest  gift,  a  sound  mind,  and  to  its  most  Omnip- 
otent Author. 

The  possessor  may  blunder  in  the  rubbish  of  prejudice,  where  he  might  reign  tri- 
umphantly as  a  man,  and  claim  mind's  sacred  prerogatives,  if  such  being  comd  appreciate 
hisjMsition. 

Then  it  becomes  all  good  citisiens  to  plan  for  the  best  views  that  reason  authorizes, 
to  protect  mind  as  self-preservation. 

When  mortals  commune  with  God  the  Author  of  mind,  to  whom  all  their  reverence  is 
exclusively  due,  that  mind  owes  and  can  pay  at  all,  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  is  glorious 
to  the  debtor  ;  they  commune  with  themselves,  thereby  exerting  the  most  salutary  influ- 
ence in  improvement  of  themselves  in  mind  and  its  best  improvable  qualities. 

In  seeking  that  improvement  we  get  the  best  standard,  and  secure  the  improvement 
of  the  whole,  soul,  body  and  attributes,  to  the  limited  extent  of  our  nature  and  capacity 
of  our  resources. 

Humanity,  tightened  and  instructed  in  the  lights  of  mind's  treasures,  enables  us  to 
pay  the  appropriate  tribute  to  all  to  whom  tribute  is  due,  in  any  area  of  the  &ve  grand 
divisions  of  the  world  where  we  toil  for  man's  good. 

Such  humanity,  good  feeling  and  action,  enable  us  to  reach  our  whole  duty  to  man, 
and  constitute  the  excellence  of  the  human  character. 

People,  sovereigns  of  the  world,  must  act  up  to  the  high  commands  of  mind,  that 
sublime  gift  of  num,  that  is  the  possessor  to  its  appropriate  sphere,  not  a  fanatical  brute 
that  demands  faith-restrictions,  and  compels  it  by  tortures  for  self-power  or  ignoble 
revenge. 

Mind  of  this  age  is  not  to  monopolise  for  a  moment,  as  it  will  afterward  be  aocnned 
in  Vf  n*8  memories. 

This  is  not  the  time  for  bigotry,  that  bends  all  mental  materials  with  impious  sophis- 
tiy  to  superstition,  rising  from  absurd  and  stupid  idolatry  to  sacrifices  of  people's  n^ts 
and  feelings,  and  that  has  sacrificed  human  victims,  in  past  times,  without  pity. 

She  has  broken  recusants  to  her  absurd  faith  on  the  wheel  of  toiture  and  death, 
butchered  millions  in  civil  and  crusade,  miscalled  holy  wars,  has  tyrannized  in  every 
age  with  brute  force,  subservient  to  Uind  acquiescence  to  the  absurd  notions  and  pecu- 
liar faiths  of  the  day,  that  never  thinks  of  one  of  the  noblest  attributes  of  progressive 
improvement  and  independent  mind. 

Jhxe  credit  must  be  given  to  mind  and  fiicts,  and  the  legitimate  deductions  that  reason 
draws  from  them. 

Mind  must  never  be  trammeled  by  any  peculiar  faith  alien  to  its  good. 

All  faith  other  than  rational,  that  of  true  religion,  is  alien  to  mind's  welfiure  and  the 
world's  happiness. 

All  sectarian  faiths  will  subside  on  proper  improvement  of  mind  to  a  rational  percep- 
tion of  duty,  that  enjoins  then  the  belief  in  the  one  living  God  to  be  universal,  as  proved 
by  all  principles  and  all  sense  that  is  right  in  the  universe. 

Man  must  not  act  the  vassal,  like  animals  that  follow  a  certain  fellow  leader. 

He  is  constituted  with  mind,  his  leader  to  God  his  Creator. 

Man,  then,  is  not  the  leader ;  man's  work,  bible  tradition,  is  not  the  leader,  bat  mind 
acting  on  mind  and  evolving  reason. 

All  people  have  some  errors,  the  wisest  seek  the  least,  except  the  adherentB  of  tradi- 
tion-faith to  which  they  are  blindly  devoted  by  the  worship  of  idolatry. 

Most  are  not  master  minds  to  originate  the  true  state  of  things,  therefore  the  world 
has  to  review  at  every  principal  period  of  time,  like  individuals,  its  position. 

Happy  is  the  people  that  can  secure  the  genuine  free  benefits  of  revolution,  without 
its  scourges.  That  ought  to  be  the  present  state  of  mind,  and  would  be,  but  for  the 
curses  of  mono|)oly  and  usurpation. 

In  all  the  intricacies  of  superstition,  mind  cultivated  to  its  liberal  capaci^,  is  expedi- 
ent for  the  best  correction.  All  depend  on  science,  to  be  elicited  by  wise  investigation 
and  comprehensive  elucidation. 

By  this  process  many  of  the  strongholds  have  fallen.  Most  of  the  assigned  virtues 
of  the  moon  and  stars,  another  edition  of  priestocracy,  are  either  exploded  or  surely  as- 
sailable. 

The  moon  only  presents  mathematical  appearances  of  changes  in  her  ^bvm  from  the 
earth's  shadows,  not  from  any  intrinsic  characteristic  changes. 
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Moat  aH  neli  of  past  phenomena,  looked  upon  as  influential,  are  analogooa. 

Eclipses  have  actually  alarmed  the  minds  of  many  nations,  just  emerging  from 
bajrbanam. 

Few  of  mankind  can  correctly  analyse :  they  act  by  impulse  and  passive  induction, 
and  rassal  obedience. 

Poteocy  of  mind,  sovereiffn  creature  of  the  universe,  thou  art  to  be  cultivated  with 
the  most  sireniioos  care  and  regard,  to  be  the  protectress  of  worth,  guardian  of  rights, 
and  die  \9wet  of  character. 

The  potency  of  this  mightiest  element  is  for  weal  or  wo,  like  other  elements,  and 
its  erroo  must  be  mastered,  else  it  may  oast  all  to  utter  fragments,  as  misdirected  steam. 

The  right  cultivation  is  essential  to  the  essential  appreciation  and  enjojrment  of  life. 

Tkat  individual  nation  or  world  only  partially  exists,  that  does  not  enjoy  the  pre-re- 
<piisits8  of  mind,  whose  powers  most  rationally  cultivated  are  next  to  ommpotence. 

The  mind  crushed  by  absolutism  requires  ages  before  men  can  refrain  from  being 
womanish,  women  childish  by  superstition,  that  may  render  all  brutish. 

No  doubt  absolutists,  and  all  the  adherents  of  power,  the  interested  participants,  and 
the  hose  of  menials  that  bow  to  those  that  honor  them  as  office  holders,  all  these  minions 
had  peculiar  faith  superstitious  aids  to  bind  the  frail  human  mind  under  its  weak  and 
anailiUe  potnts,  to  the  governmental  influences. 

Miod'with  its  full  fund  of  elemental  knowledge  cannot  be  trammeled,  in  its  rightful 
operations. 

It  cannot  be  exchided  from  the  verdict  of  reason,  that  is  universal  protection  among 
free  and  enlightened  minds. 

Mind  was  at  first  endowed  with  inherent  and  innate  capacity,  fiusulty,  and  function  of 
religion  by  God,  that  can  never  be  eradicated  surely  in  a  sound  state,  and  their  evolu- 
noB  is  best  facilitated  by  proper  cultivation  of  mind  that  refers  to  all  conservative  prin- 
ciples. 

Mind,  then,  has  not  science  at  first  creation,  that  is  rational,  but  its  science  is  evolved 
hf  mind  acting  en  mind ;  thus  man  has  been  elevated  instead  of  &llen,  as  bible  tradi- 
tioo  would  have  us  believe. 

The  Creator  inspires  mind  to  the  best,  and  consequently,  the  idea  of  some  that  the 
Ruler  of  all  things,  making  man  as  he  is,  entitled  mankind  to  exemption  from  penalty 
of  transgression,  is  not  temible  to  common  observation. 

Mind,  in  its  kind  and  character,  is  influenced  by  education,  that  limits  mankind  to  its 
chaiacter  more  or  less ;  how  important  then  that  the  fimd  of  mind  should  be  of  the 
noblest  calibre  and  quality. 

Of  all  the  blasfrfiemies  that  could  be  possibly  devised,  of  all  the  detestable  machinery 
for  punishment,  what  could  be  more  execrable  to  mankind  that  aspire  to  the  proper 
liUodard  of  mind,  than  the  trammels  of  superstition  that  uses  the  brute  force  of  the 
im^usition,  and  the  insidious  knavery  of  sophistry  ? 

The  good  citazens  of  the  world  must  have  patience  for  time  to  correct  all,  that  prin- 
eiplea  may  be  vindicated. 

The  conservative  state  of  mind  is  an  innate  faculty  fund  of  principle  from  the  Creator^ 
identified  with  mind,  and  all  identified  with  education  most  rationaL 

Fundamental  principles  never  can  be  divided. 

Enlighten  mind  in  the  midst  of  the  world's  circumstances  with  the  best  fimda  of 
sdewse,  to  attain  its  best  possible  triumph. 

Miod  is  located  in  the  centre  of  various  rentes  and  only  one  right ;  all  the  rest  are 
those  of  sophistry  and  superstition.  In  the  wilderness  of  wicertainty,  mind  akine,  when 
lighfly  eoltivated,  can  master  the  right  one. 

It  will  then  discard  the  bigotry  of  traditional  faith  and  the  errors  of  chance  direction, 
soliciting  the  rational  only  as  the  true  faith,  because  it  is  the  only  safe  one,  considering 
ill  else  false  and  iinally  unsafe. 

Let  the  worid  act  becoming  the  better  progress  of  mind.  Man's  mind  has  been 
<iowntrodden  for  too  many  ages,  and  crushed  by  the  severest  circumstances  of  absoln* 
turn,  governmental  and  church,  and  therefore  must  pass  through  its  transition  states. 

MJini  mnst  leamthe  lessons  of  freedom  and  help  itself  by  conservative  revolution,  to 
boist  asunder  the  immense  chains  around  the  necks  of  the  people  who  cannot  otherwise 
be  dirested  thereof  till  the  blood  of  millions  flows. 

Faniilies  of  nations  will  arise  to.  the  feast  of  freedom  that  will  lower  absolutism. 

The  successor  of  those  who  exacted  homage  of  royal  heads,  has  been  a  netitioner 
for  the  aid  of  royal  hands,  but  has  obtained  the  &vor  of  republicans  so  called,  against 
his  revoiotioDised  people. 

Principles  are  everything,  professions  nothing,  in  France,  Italy,  or  the  world. 

Mind  has  not  yet  reached  its  elevation,  where  it  has  been  so  long  crushed.     One  of 
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the  proofs  of  absolutirati  has  yet  been  left  ia  the  ascendency,  and  this  the  hienrefay  has 
given  its  insidious  blow  to  freedom  and  the  dearest  interests  of  mind. 

But  thrones  shall  be  as  dust,  before  freedom  and  true  religion,  and  peculiar  faith  in 
all  its  hierarchies  will  yet  do  obeisance  to  rational  religion,  that  honors  true  goTerameot 
of  the  sovereign  people. 

God  will  favor  strong  minds  and  right  actions. 

The  present  age  should  dispense  ail  practicable  tuition  to  the  world,  and  place  the 
mind  independent  of  feudal  traditions,  and  secure  the  rightful  benefits  delated  by  prosti- 
tuted and  imbecile  criticism. 

Where  was  criticism,  that  should  honor  mind  and  science  much  of  past  time  ? 

Silenced  and  martyrized,  one  of  the  only  true  martyrs,  a  siifferer  for  the  truth. 

Rise,  light  and  vindicator  of  the  world,  of  God,  of  religion,  of  justice,  and  science. 
Teach  man  his  true  duty,  and  that  his  pretences,  if  unjust,  are  ail  vain  and  perishable. 

All  that  obey  thy  pure  precepts  recollect  that  unprincipled  man  has  been  paid  by  the 
spoils  of  conquest,  and  the  object  is  of  little  moment  provided  he  attains  them ;  that  the 
talisman  of  superstition,  disguised  under  peculiar  faith,  has  rioted  again  and  again, 
without  being  yet  satiated  with  human  gore  and  human  suffering  :  that  it  is  the  pay  of 
speculation  Uiat  m^es  these  trades,  about  which  the  conscience  of  ambition,  stimulaied 
by  avarice,  has  acted  in  past  scenes.  And  what  limit  has  such  conecieDce,  no  matter 
Jiow  called  or  painted,  no  matter  under  what  banner  or  sign  1 

We  might  as  well  ask,  what  would  be  the  limit  of  pirates,  perjurers,  and  f^riooa,  but 
for  the  action  of  wise  laws  % 

Thine  is  the  mighty  function  of  conscience,  free  and  rational  mind,  a  piovince 
supreme  over  all  the  pretences  of  the  messialiships  of  the  world,  that  cannot  begin  to 
effect  any  such  divine  inspiration.  Thus  is  the  Lord  of  the  universe  able  to  character- 
ize  his  supreme  greatness,  over  all  man^s  pretensions* 

Mind,  then,  can  adapt  itself  to  its  select  choice,  subject  to  the  supreme  supervising 
conservative  principles  ever  existent  and  active. 

Intolerance,  then,  is  not  to  be  put  down  by  undue  influence,  but  te  be  corrected  by 
light  of  rational  mind  in  rational  discussion. 

Mind  should  be  protected  against  the  weak  and  blind  deception  of  perveraion,  per- 
jury, &c. 

It  is  science,  and  the  God  of  science  and  philosophy,  who  act  on  mind. 

Mind  is  the  beneficiary,  the  self  and  free  agent. 

But  arc  not  tlie  lights  of  science  and  philosophy  the  true  friends  of  wise  men,  not  as 
plain  in  all  the  other  deformities  of  superstition  ? 

When  will  be  their  due  present  time,  to  be  honored  and  crowned  in  triumph  ?  Will 
it  be  always  the  future  ? 

The  solution  of  this  paramount  question  belongs  to  enlightened  freemes. 

Are  you  free,  and  not  enlightened  ?    Or  are  you  enlightened,  but  timid  to  aet  1 

All  nature  cries  aloud  for  man  to  assert  his  dignity  with  progressive  intelligence, 
truth  her  sphere,  then  Deity  will  have  his  entire  suprenoacy  on  the  free  agency  of 
mind. 

It  is  for  the  world  to  appreciate  its  treasure  blessings,  to  evolve  them,  the  tniai-fun4 
the  treasury  exhaustless,  by  mind,  potent  representative  of  Omniscience. 

Mind  has  to  be  ever  modest  to  construe  Gi)d  rightly  through  liis  works,  to  which 
time  will  introduce  it  by  science,  otherwise  it  libels  bun  and  his  deeds  most  vilely. 

A  sacred  silence  must  preside  over  its  ratiocination,  when  any  other  than  due  peace 
is  likely  to  be  the  result. 

Mind,  not  God,  creates  an  original  devil  or  a  fallen  angel.  What  a  compliment,  un- 
worthy of  its  own  powers  of  analysis  that  exalts  Deity,  not  disgraces  itself  by  impiety 
to  the  bible^a  heaven. 

The  world  in  good  faith  to  its  intelligence  and  its  author,  must  unlearn  all  ita  mytlis 
that  universally  Hbel  God.  Who  of  sound  mind  and  action,  wanta  any  of  all  the  creeds 
of  the  faith  world,  but  the  proper  one  %  Of  whom  shall  we  inquire,  but  of  God  alone, 
by  and  tlirough  mind  the  benefieiary  ? 

How  miserable  may  be  some  duped  of  their  wealth  by  gilded  baits  through  degiaded 
men,  or  by  some  just  means  of  retribution,  but  how  much  more  miserable  to  be  defrauded 
of  their  sours  immortal  rights,  by  any  bible  games  of  humbug  or  electioneering,  that 
are  played  in  this  world  over  mind ! 

w  hen  mighty  baits  arc  held  out,  the  temptation  is  irresistible  unless  mind  wisely 
eountoracts  them  all.  But  the  best  thing  to  sustain  mankind  in  life,  is  fair  and  honest 
dealing  in  truth,  at  all  times  for  adversity  or  life's  close,  and  all  that  is  comprehended  by 
rational  religion. 

Mankind  must  ever  consider  not  what  the  world  thinks,  but  what  God  knows  ia  right 
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It  baa  to  correct  on  past  errors,  and  act  rightly  and  consistently,  with  just  duty. 

The  Tarioos  ages  of  the  world  teach  man  much  to  benefit,  for  none  are  barren  of  the 
Uecsinga  of  nature^s  wisdom. 

This  doty  is  to  process  not  retrograde,  and  enlarge  the  stock  of  preyious  intellectual 
and  moral  worth,  obedient  to  reason^s  friends,  virtue,  &c. 

The  error  of  brutalizing  human  nature  can  be  fundamentally  corrected,  in  prior  cor- 
rection of  uiind's  persuasions. 

The  strictest  attention  of  mind  discovers  duty,  and  performs  it. 

The  Infinite  God  originates  all,  but  the  finite  creatures  can  only  appropriate  the  result, 
and  if  with  no  thanks  or  justice,  are  usurpers. 

What  is  the  holy  alliance  but  that  of  the  people,  to  uphold  the  crushed  mind  of  op- 
pression 1 

Mind  then  has  evir  to  regard  its  titles. 

What  proof  does  the  history  of  sects  afiford,  that  furnishes  the  best  evidences  of 
mind  8  imbecility  and  corruption,  but  a  piece  of  cunning  machinery  for  priests'  and 
preachers^  benefit,  however  prejudicial  to  the  whole  people  besides  ? 

Here  then  is  the  highest  proof  of  mind  on  one  side,  that  of  priestocracy,  for  ever 
antagonistical  to  that  of  the  people. 

Who  can  overlook  the  best  displays  of  mind  in  the  comforts  of  the  lonely  stranger 
Park,  in  Africa,  among  his  colored  guests,  or  the  comparatively  pure  displays  of  con- 
s.nence  of  the  ancient  philosopher  Socrates,  all  showing  the  impress  of  one  great  Being 
Creator  of  the  means  to  ori^nate  this  mighty  union  oi  the  world  ?  Mind  is  the  means 
of  improvement,  in  all  reUtions  of  God  and  man  There  pan  be  no  other  at  all,  under 
God^s  inspiration. 

It  is  the  means  of  reward,  and  the  cause  of  punishment,  all  of  it  at  least  in  this 
world. 

It  is  that  which  takes  cognizance  in  conscience,  and  in  a  state  of  remorse  snfifers  one 
of  the  deepest  and  severest  punishments. 

On  the  death-bed,  much  tigony  may  be  embraced  in  minutes  even. 

\Miat  is  the  bible  of  inspiration,  but  the  bible  of  mind  ? 

Is  it  not  the  act  of  the  light  of  mind  rising  to  its  lofliest  powers,  self-government, 
that  characterizes  mind,  as  the  endowment  of  the  Creator  on  animated  nature  of  man  in 
Tarioos  gradations  ? 

Mind  can  detect  the  whole  game  of  life. 

Wlien  mind  comes  forward  to  assert  its  own,  it  is  wantonly  intrigued  against  even 
by  its  own  household,  and  the  various  impositions  to  be  the  plausible  substitutes,  and 
made  to  assume  by  all  the  wiles  of  deluding  and  seducing  sophistry,  every  appearance 
of  the  true  claimants. 

Reason  having  been  called  on,  quickly  decides  the  whole  question  of  right,  and  gives 
the  potency  of  truth  her  beautiful  strength. 

When  persons  ask  what  is  to  be  done,  if  the  substitutes  for  mind  be  taken  away  in 
the  show  of  bible  pretences  and  vicegerentships,  seeing  that  they  have  the  mighty 
power  of  mind  their  only  true  friend,  they  are  like  boys  who  wish  to  cleave  very  erro- 
Of^ously  to  bladders  all  the  time,  and  are  at  a  loss  to  know  how  they  can  possibly  do 
witboat  them  for  overcoming  the  mighty  element,  the  ocean,  though  they  have  tfiose 
main  (unctions  that  mainly  constitute  them,  adepts  for  self-preservation,  their  own 
strong  limbs  and  powers  inherent  in  the  body  combined  with  the  nature  of  the  element, 
so  well  adapted  to  the  best  processes  of  mind  properly  directed.  They  forget  that  their 
own  ships  are  the  appropriate  means  of  navigation.  Arouse  mind  all  the  time,  assert  thy 
righti  that  are  the  richest,  and  thy  claims  and  merits  that  are  invaluable.  Thy  destiny 
is  command  of  souls ;  thy  province  is  to  reach  inmiortality,  through  maturity  of  virtues ; 
a  bloaeom  on  this  earth  to  fructify  and  expand  in  all  the  riches  of  thy  glory,  thy  sphere 
cannot  be  confined  to  earth,  when  thou  dififusest  thyself  among  the  universe,  and  thy 
duty  is  self-introduction  to  the  pure  presence  of  Deity,  Almighty  mind's  creator,  thy 
Dtfcesaary  monitor,  only  guardian  and  faithful  preserver. 

Mind  then  is  to  protect  the  world,  not  to  fall  under  par  to  Deity. 

Is  the  world  to  lose  its  right  hold  on  science,  philosophy  and  civilization  of  mind  for 
peculiar  faith,  worth  nothing  after  all  1 

The  wisest  institutions  of  mmd  all  the  time,  must  be  made  to  head  otherwise  insupe- 
rable difficulties ;  hence,  we  see  the  necessity  of  honoring  mind's  action  all  the  time,  as 
the  master  agent  of  God,  the  only  Messiah,  to  apply  most  ^visely  his  doctrines.  But 
for  the  self-preservation  of  mind,  where  would  be  the  world,  but  perpetually  at  the 
feet  of  absolutism  in  all  its  wiles,  and  most  inextricably  so  ? 

Nations  of  non-resistance  would  have  to  yield  to  base  nations,  who  would  tyrannize 
over  the  world  in  proportion  to  peculhr  power. 
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Weak-minded  individuals  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  unreasonable  people,  who  would 
become  more  unprincipled  the  more  they  obtained  impunity. 

All  the  peculiar  advantages  of  peculiar  action  of  mind  would  be  dangerously  carried 
out  to  the  worst  abuses  of  the  world,  if  principles  of  mind  did  not  withstand  them. 

But  now,  mind  every  day,  is  asserting  God's  principles  that  vindicate  their  positiotk ; 
hence,  if  right  and  justice  be  done,  the  reputation  of  the  party  is  most  powerfully  sus- 
tained against  encroachments. 

Mind  can  overcome  all  the  difficulties  of  the  world,  if  mind  be  addressed  through 
reason. 

This,  then,  is  the  regeneration  of  the  world,  where  mind's  cultivation  elicits  the  en- 
lightened conscience,  that  comes  on  God's  teaching  and  inspiration  in  the  vaxious  con- 
ditions of  man's  being  and  feelings,  as  from  national  and  individual  positions.  The 
death  of  relations  and  of  friends  causes  man  to  feel,  think,  and  experience  xeflections, 
that  may  oflen  change  the  course  of  the  worst  habits. 

It  is  time  and  principle,  that  work  on  mind. 

Who  is  not  wiser  to-day  than  yesterday,  has  never  been  a  beneficiary  of  mind,  and 
presents  a  monstrosity  in  nature  abhorrent  to  the  universe. 

Philosophy  is  common  and  proper  sense,  embracing  mind,  reason  and  principles.  The 
progressive  improvement  of  religion  continues  to  arise  from  the  simplest  impressions, 
suited  to  the  capacity  of  all  minds,  and  is  a  stultified  object  of  pecuhar  faith  only  a  mat- 
ter of  degradation,  if  Messiahship  be  embraced. 

Religion  and  philosophy,  are  the  telegraphs  of  God's  mind.  They  teach  that  mind 
must  be  honorable,  and  honest  to  God  alone,  for  if  it  pay  obeisance  to  anjrthing  more, 
it  dishonors  God  and  itself  by  abominations. 

None  go  to  infants,  savages,  or  cannibals  about  religion,  until  mind  can  operate  fully 
and  effectually  in  all  such  subjects,  through  mental,  moral,  and  science  cultivation,  for 
it  is  perfectly  unreasonable  to  do  otherwise. 

Mind  is,  then,  the  noblest  gift  of  God. 

It  is  only  mind  that  commences  from  or  with  God.  Mind  can  only  be  rightly  con- 
scious of  God,  of  no  other  power  can  it  take  equal  or  right  cognizance. 

Who,  without  full,  fair,  satisfactory,  and  intellectusd  energies,  could  conceive  the 
iniquity  of  perverted  and  ignorant  mind  ? 

It  is  for  mind  to  arouse  up  its  energy  and  retain  its  truth,  as  most  do  not  honor  the 
last,  and  the  least  of  the  many  possess  the  first  as  a  rational  friend. 

The  great  end  and  aim  of  moral  and  religious  science  is  to  govern  intellectually  the 
whole  mind,  to  embrace  the  circle  of  its  cultivation,  to  comprehend  its  duties  and  its 
appreciations  of  God,  whose  magnanimity  cannot  be  dwarfed  by  mind's  incapacity, 
however  mind  exposes  its  own  infatuation,  foibles,  and  libels,  from  perversion  of  edu- 
cation. 

Mind  must  seek  its  present  good  by  wise  restrictions  self-imposed,  making  virtues  of 
self-denial,  forbearance  and  self-government,  and  secure  its  future  happiness  %  adequate 
and  worthy  exertions,  reiving  on  right  sources. 

Who  can  appreciate  all  the  inherent  virtues  of  cultivated  intellect  ? 

What  man  resolves  particularly  to  his  immediate  interest  and  narrow  views,  any  day 
bad  absolutely,  when  such  cannot  be  in  due  consideration  to  an  all-wise  Deity,  or  to  all 
persons  of  the  world  ?  God  creates  no  evil.  The  God  of  nature  gives  the  greatest 
good  to  the  most,  not  to  any  peculiar  people ;  and  if  the  day  be  wet  and  rainy,  the  water 
promoted  navigation,  commerce,  agriculture,  and  various  healthy  and  necessary  modifi- 
cations of  the  atmosphere. 

We  must  take  the  most  comprehensive  view  in  religion,  morals,  physics,  and  mind, 
otherwise  mind  is  an  eternal  libeller  of  God. 

No  philosophical  mind  can  believe  that  all  men  and  women  have  their  price.  It  is  a 
libel  on  the  race  by  corrupt  men  themselves  of  corrupt  times,  age,  and  circle,  breathing 
a  vitiated  atmosphere. 

The  conservative  virtue  is  in  mind,  that  must  be  regenerated  by  the  highest  moral, 
intellectual  and  religiojQs  civilization. 

Under  the  best  state  of  such  position,  who  believes  that  there  can  be  purchase  by 
money  of  friendship,  that  can  be  duly  estimated  by  the  world  ?  Could  all  the  world's  gold 
have  purchased  the  chastity  of  a  Lucretia,  or  the  friendship  of  Damon  and  Pythias  ? 
Partial  analysis  of  mind  and  society  causes  their  libels. 

Wlio  that  hears  of  low  life  in  large  cities  but  must  be  struck  with  the  bold  fact,  that 
society  requires  new  organizations  to  correct  errors  and  vices,  from  the  unnatural  divi- 
sion by  fictitious,  not  genuine,  distinction  ;  not  merits  of  mind,  but  demerits  of  dollars. 
The  frame  work  of  society  is  in  an  unnatural  state,  and  demands  correction.  Crime, 
then,  is  in  excess  by  reason  of  mind  not  asserting  its  proper  empire.     The  proper  tuition 
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of  mind  demands  precedence  of  wealth.  By  ignorance  and  resulting  error  it  is  easr  to 
fall  into  vice ;  all  can  do  that ;  very  few  can  raise  themselves  at  once  into  virtae.  The 
world  needs  an  independent  start  in  life,  and  mind  requires  innocent  culture.  What 
have  ve  not  to  gain  in  timely  cultivation  of  the  unsophisticated,  candid  mind,  to  prepare 
it  to  meet  and  triumph  over  the  wily  intrigues  of  perverted  minds  ? 
What  a  jewel  is  mind  if  rightly  cultivated  and  polished ! 

Legions  mislead  in  history,  judgment,  and  tradition,  therefore  mind  must  have  its  own 
funds  to  create  a  sound  judgment,  a  correct  independence,  exempt  from  all  flagrant 
impressions. 

Most  minds  would  follow  the  physiological  and  phrenological  organic  developments, 
but  for  mental  government,  the  best  of  all  governments  received  from  schools.  Let, 
then,  the  best  tuition  regulate  all  minds. 

With  firmness,  justice,  and  talents,  rightly  directed,  mind  towers  in  the  world,  there- 
fore, a  great  triumph  of  mind  is  over  the  passions.  Rational  mind  does  that  supremely 
best. 

We  consider  that  mind  and  its  operations  take  precedence  of  faith  of  any  particular, 
peculiar  character,  distinct  from  the  true  principles  connected  to  mind. 

Let  faith  be  what  it  may,  still,  without  mind  where  would  faith  be  ?  and  this  decides 
at  once  and  forever,  without  controversy  or  difficulty,  that  mind  must  invariably,  for 
i«o  reasons,  take  precedence  of  faith,  as  the  object  to  be  attained  is  paramount  safety 
of  nund,  and  through  its  own  powers  and  qualities. 

What  would  the  universe  be  but  for  mind?    A  blank. 

The  universe  was  created  for  mind  by  God,  that  is  more  than  its  soul,  as  he  is  Su^ 
preme  Intelligence  itself. 

Mind  is  God^s  chiefest  good,  and  greatest  care. 

It  is  not  miracles  but  life  occurrences  mind  has  to  analyze,  meet,  and  fulfil.  Miracles 
are  alien  to  its  subject  at  this  day  of  science^  Messiahships  cannot  supersede  mind  in 
any  respect,  nor  command  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  rightful  beneficiary,  an 
honorable  mind ;  much  less,  then,  can  they  supersede  God's  impression  on  mind,  when 
fiDalty  corrected  by  the  verifications  of  science. 

Nothing  of  the  kind  uniformly  protects,  but  is  lefl  to  the  action  of  time,  a  most  un- 
certain contingency. 

Sach  stand  as  perishing  memorials,  whereas  God's  ia  eternal,  and  endures  as  long  as 
man  and  mind. 

The  progress  and  advance  of  mind  are  so  extensive  as  to  cause  us  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  glorious  results. 

Mind  enables  us  to  reach  the  standard  of  respect,  when  we  are  right  and  rational ;  we 
cannot  be  far  wrong  when  we  seek  to  approach  the  same. 

How  can  we  protect  ourselves  best  from  the  world  ?  By  being  right,  appreciated  by 
uiind's  knowledge,  that  necessarily  embraces  the  most  philosophical  science. 

Good  and  true  citizens  will  act  to  their  and  country's  honor,  independent  of  laws  from 
piinciples,  and  superior  to  all  absurd  and  bad  legislation  by  the  highest  actions  of  mind. 

The  proper  analysis  of  most  things  may  be  unknown  to  the  people  in  general,  but 
Rooe  can  mistake  the  intention  that  to  be  right  should  always  be  pure. 

The  standard  of  public  morals  is  not  generally  high  enough  in  all  circles  of  the  worid, 
certainly  not  in  a  corrupt  society  of  wlmt  is  caUed  civilization. 

The  low  bred  are  generally  great  nuisances  in  all  countries  where  mind  cannot  be- 
come the  rational  leader,  and  t^e  preccKlence  of  peculiar  faith. 

Is  there  aught  but  what  cultivated  mind  is  not  the  guardian  1 

Some  tribes  of  Indians  are  as  wise  as  the  wisest  in  looking  to  the  Great  Spirit,  if 
nnrestricted  in  that  position,  without  the  aid  of  a  more  refined  priestocraoy ;  but  they 
thoold  be  enlightened  in  philosophical  science,  if  practicable,  to  render  their  minds  the 
?reat  beneficiaries  of  the  world,  benefactors  in  turn  to  mankind. 

Mind's  highest  attributes  and  qualities  are  not  the  work  of  accident,  but  of  uniform 
enlightenment.  It»  various  organs  are  to  be  duly  and  constantly  cultivated  in  the 
lesitimate  sphere,  and  pre-eminently  as  that  of  conscientiousness,  th»t  so  conspicuously 
roles  much  of  free  agency. 

Believing  that  the  fiindamentaJ  principles  of  phrenology,  as  defined  by  physiology, 
are  magnificently  great  and  elevated  God-like  endowments,  whereby  mind  is  thus  con- 
stiuited  to  act,  the  results,  thought,  understanding,  and  wisdom,  cannot  be  too  highly 
exalted. 

The  difficulties,  dangers  and  trials  of  Ufe  are  to  be  met  by  mastery  of.  mind,  not  by 
the  hattlings  of  brute  force,  that  demoralises  the  world. 

We  all  need  self  and  well  bakinced  minds. 

AH' matured  minds  that  are  rational,  will  admit  the  need'  of  correct  education  and 
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views  of  society  that  unfortunately  too  many  never  get  till  too  late,  if  ever  mind  must 
be  balanced,  and  ever  independent  of  extraneous  causes,  to  exclude  bigotry,  sectarian, 
and  partisan  tyrant. 

Universal  toleration  of  opinion  goes  really  to  freedom,of  mind  and  reason,  that  cer- 
tainly are  given  to  scan  peculiar  faith,  that  may  involve  antagonism  to  fundamental 
principles,  according  as  men  are  influenced  by  peculiar  motives. 

Bigotry  must  be  effectually  vanquished  by  the  light,  independence  and  blessings  of 
rational  minds. 

It  becomes  persons  of  mind  to  cultivate  that  mind  in  the  best  lights  of  liberal  and  ra- 
tional conscience,  that  its  cultivation  may  properly  reach  general  and  substantia]  sci- 
ence, in  all  that  comes  within  their  scope  to  enlighten  and  adorn. 

They  must  recollect  that  honesty  and  truth  are  principles  of  religion,  and  not  at  all 
by  excellence  of  church  or  sect. 

Honest  and  truthful  minds  dislike  the  fellowship  of  the  many  stumbling  blocks 
already  there,  men  who  might  cast  reproach  upon  them,  and  whose  antagonism  might 
be  effectual,  in  a  church  trial,  of  not  only  traducing  worth  of  character  far  above  them, 
but  even  to  convict  improperly. 

This  may  be  a  bane  of  society. 

The  world  would  be  a  penitentiary  more  than  man's  theatre,  were  it  not  for  mind 
that  avails  itself  of  capital  and  labor  for  economists. 

The  duty  of  mind  is  to  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  its  exclusive  object  of  adoration. 

Any  other  is  untrue,  and  the  error  so  dangerous  to  the  public,  as  the  sooner  excluded 
the  better. 

Many  several  kinds  are  supported  but  with  invidious  sophistry,  that  usurps  truth  and 
beguiles  mankind. 

The  only  revelation  of  the  God  of  the  universe  is  mind's  universal  inspiration,  lighted 
up  at  the  temple  of  science  and  proper  sense,  through  the  creation,  as  recognised  uni- 
versally by  mind  and  reason. 

All  else  is  false  pretences  more  or  less  contradictory,  and  clashing  with  God's  eternal 
principles. 

God's  book  and  scriptures  are  in  the  universe  alike  imperishable,  that  shows  an  Al- 
mighty Architect,  Preserver  and  Self-sustained. 

All  others  are  an  imposition  and  counterfeit  in  the  whole  system  of  truth. 

The  advocates  of  pretended  revelation  must  let  alone  all  systems  of  faith  that  do  not 
do  universal  good  to  man,  and  accord  the  only  glory  to  God,  appreciating  God's  exclu- 
sive attributes. 

All  else  is  superstition,  that  utters  constant  blasphemy  in  giving  part  of  creati^  to 
others  by  subtle  sophistry,  and  raising  up  fictions  about  beings  not  in  existence  by  God's 
creation. 

All  systems  then  of  superstition  are  dangerous  to  mankind,  and  a  mockery  to  God. 

How  can  we  reach  the  proper  decision,  than  by  mind  and  reason  ? 

Why  do  we  hear  any  sermons  and  how  do  we  decide,  but  by  rational  mind  1  All 
preachers  contradict  themselves,  when  they  advance  other  views. 

It  is  not  only  absurd  but  dishonest  to  talk  of  any  other  mode  of  safety  or  salvation  to 
man. 

Most  men  are  mind-vassals  to  some  one  individual.  Most  foUow  example  without 
analysis,  and  the  badance  have  some  object  of  ambition  in  view. 

Few  are  intelligent  to  separate  themselves  from  the  world's  deceivers,  or  as  good  as 
intelligent. 

Take  no  individualities  and  men's  traditions  before  principles,  or  puritanism  before 
science,  to  produce  any  perversion. 

Condemned  be  the  mind  that  perverts  truth  any  way,  but  especially  fundamental 
truth  and  principles  in  science.  This  all  arises  from  man's  peculiar  faith,  that  cannot 
produce  universal  approbation. 

When  the  organs  of  conscientiousness  and  reason  are  well  balanced,  the  mind  is  so 
ft  constituted  that  it  cannot  be  satisfied  with  less  than  respectable  and  trustworthy  proof. 

Such  mind  does  not  seek  to  know  whether  the  position  is  popular,  but  right. 

What  shall  we  say  of  any  set  of  men  in  this  age  seeking  to  destroy  the  majesty  of 
mind  ? 

The  progress  of  mind  is  in  tlie  great  power  of  invention  and  discovery,  that  no  vir- 
tuous honorable  man  will  see  trammeled  by  the  imposition  of  usurpation  and  monopoly, 
nor  by  the  ignorance  and  reckless  folly  of  criminalit3r. 

All  such  light  will  be  exercised  through  the  principles  of  ratiocination  to  overcome 
the  prejudices  of  the  times,  to  reform  society  into  original  elements  of  honesty  and 
truth,  to  get  right  from  all  imposition. 
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If  mind  be  just  to  itself,  the  woild  will  honor  it. 

The  paramount  rights  of  the  people  are  the  decrees  of  nature's  God. 

*'  The  greatest  gwtd  to  the  greatest  number/'  can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  right- 
ful action  of  cultivated  minds  of  the  people  who  have  always  had,  if  they  had  known, 
this  dirine  right     The  simpler  this  truth,  the  more  fixed  the  fact. 

It  is  not  iYaX  you  have  talents  inferior  to  the  mighty  question  of  religion,  your  highest 
duty,  but  of  not  doing  justice  to  them,  but  permitting  yourself  to  bo  hoodwinked  by  the 
priestocracy  that  have  constituted  one  of  the  strongest  links  in  absolutism  ever  since 
ffliod  was  its  vassal. 

Thus  you  should  never  forsake  old  friends,  however  humble,  if  avoidable  by  your 
minds. 

All  rational  intellects  then,  properly  imbued,  must  feel  most  reverential  to  Deity,  so 
much  so  as  not  to  divide  his  exclusive  creatorship,  and  render  his  a  demi-godship. 

Thanks  to  Deity  for  the  liberty  and  light  of  rational  mind,  as  of  the  means  to  aid  us, 
that  of  education,  the  press,  that  if  untranmieled,  will  act  for  general  good  with  the  best 
results. 

Mind  must  claim  reason,  if  it  can  claim  itself. 

We  go  for  conservation,  not  destructiveness. 

Man  has  to  work  out  his  own  duty  by  proper  respect  to  his  own  mind. 

There  are  many  harassing  scenes  in  life,  many  difficulties  and  trials  to  meet,  and  this 
can  only  be  wisely  done  by  mind  liberal  and  cultivated  over  all  the  bigoted  notions  of 
the  day,  so  fatal  to  the  welfare  of  the  many.  It  is  an  outrage  on  mind  s  divine  rights, 
that  man  should  undertake  to  define  the  limits  and  scope  of  the  mind,  by  the  morose, 
contracted  and  narrow  bigotry  of  any  age,  and  pass  that  off  for  the  only  true  faith,  de- 
graded as  it  may  be  by  superstition  and  want  of  reason,  guarded  in  its  defects  by  all 
the  effrontery  of  sophistry  and  errors,  that  have  a  most  perverted  influence  on  mind 
and  its  best  interests. 

Time  must  and  will  come,  when  all  this  will  be  swept  away  before  the  light  of  mind 
and  reason. 

Mind,  when  enlisted  under  the  banner  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  will  advance  na- 
tional and  individual  benefits  together. 

Then  we  shall  witness  the  success  of  useful  inventions  and  discoveries  as  brilliant, 
as  peaceful  revolutions  for  a  world's  benefit  and  reformation,  progress  and  prosperity. 

The  virtues  and  sciences  mutually  aid  each  other.  Organic  principles  are  now  ad- 
vancing in  this  age  of  utilitarianism  and  substantial  enjoyment,  surpassing  that  of  poetry 
and  speculation. 

Take  mind  from  the  universe,  and  the  last  is  a  perfect  blank. 

If  mind  be  not  perfectly  cultivated,  mind  is  a  perversion,  and  the  universe  is  more  or 
less  a  blank  to  it. 

Mind,  cultivated  to  its  capability,  govern3  the  elements  of  creation,  and  creates  the 
elements  of  its  own  greatness. 

Mind's  discoveries  and  inventions  of  every  age,  among  the  most  brilliant  of  which 
are  the  press,  steam,  electricity  and  true  constitutional  government,  aid  in  evolving  the 
blessings  of  civilization,  that  is  advancing  with  advancing  navigation,  commerce,  manu- 
fectures,  mining  and  agriculture. 

All  the  mightv  trials  and  difficulties  of  life  are  given  to  mind  as  its  circumstances  to 
be  overcome,  whereby  tlie  mastery  of  mind  may  vindicate  itself,  and  create  its  own 
greatness,  and  decide  its  own  happiness  and  enjoyment. 

Mind  must  be  filled  with  suitable  action  to  its  light  and  knowledge,  to  tower  over  all 
the  worid^s  temptations  and  corruptions,  that  ensnare,  enslave,  and  destroy. 

Self-examination  is  necessary  to  self-preservation. 

How  can  anything  hut  mind  realize  religion  at  any  time  ? 

Who  expects  the  exercise  of  idiotic,  infantile,  maniacal  faith  % 

Why  not  expect  such? 

Because  there  is  no  soundness  of  mind  for  reason  to  act  on. 

And  who  can  expect  reason  of  intellect,  perverted  by  blind  and  implicit  faith  and 
reckless  infatuation  ? 

Science,  philosophy,  and  truth,  are  what  God  deals  in,  to  perfect  rational  religion. 

Mind  has  already  entered  into  immortal  functions,  by  the  exercise  of  reason,  in  the 
analysis  of  parts  of  the  universe,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  duty. 

A  suitable,  well-balanced  mind  attains  the  best  judgment,  that  particularly  distin- 
guishes great  men. 

The  corruption  and  cunning  of  the  world  are  deep  and  hard  to  estimate,  from  the  ma- 
lign influence  of  feudal  vassalage  that  prevails  in  society  ;  therefore  mind  must  be  fully 
enlightened,  to  meet  this  world-wide  question. 
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It  must  recognise  menials  of  power,  money,  fraud,  avarice,  and  ambition,  to  escape 
the  infatuation. 

Who  cannot  observe  the  degradation  of  mind  by  lust,  dmnkenness,  and  all  the  low 
characteristics  of  meanness  ? 

Our  Sise  is  better  when  it  improves  progressively,  as  with  the  best  liffht  of  mind  come 
the  best  light  of  knowledge,  and  best  results  for  universal  good  of  mankind. 

All  hail,  benevolent  societies  of  the  world,  for  universal  good.  Such  can  clash  with 
no  principles. 

Thanks  to  the  lights  of  an  age  of  progressive  civilization  of  mind,  that  makes  deeds 
of  dark  ages  felony  and  piracy. 

Who  can  set  limits  to  his  own  improvement,  if  he  keep  his  mind  always  open  to  re- 
ceive truth  ? 

Both  for  himself  and  the  world  should  man  act,  to  secure  the  full  blessings  of  mind. 

Mind  has  gradation  in  organs,  and  is  proved  by  gradation  of  improvement,  as  talents 
are  proved  by  actions  of  those  emerging  from  mental  darkness. 

But  how  mtile  the  idea,  that  if  the  bibles  of  tradition  were  taken  out  of  the  world, 
that  minds  would  have  nothing  else  to  rely  on.  This  is  the  ridiculous,  of  the  mighty 
sophists. 

Where  is  (rod  Almighty's  bible  ?  that  of  mind  ? 

The  first  has  defective  translations,  pretended  revelations  of  mysteries,  all  for  the 
priestocracy  to  decipher ;  and  not  for  the  people  even  to  read  ! 

Do  not  all  these  bibles  deceive  ?  All  then  are  defective,  weak,  impotent,  demoral- 
izing, cominff  from  a  bigoted  clique. 

God's  is  all-sufficient,  and  calls  for  mind's  best  improvement,  by  iteience  and  reason. 
It  is  the  only  one. 

We  are  all  assured  of  the  frailties  of  human  nature,  therefore  we  must  protect  those 
frailties  at  the  right  time,  and  point,  by  enlightened  parents  and  wise  legislation,  and  all 
the  only  means  of  rational  mind. 

Give  us  wise  legislation,  arising  from  the  principles  of  matured  mind  enlightened,  and 
give  all  the  preachers  of  peculiar  faith,  to  the  greatest  number  practicable,  all  their  pe- 
culiar bibles,  and  we  shall  secure  an  incomparably  better  world,  despite  of  the  preached 
hell  and  aU  its  sulphur  machinery. 

But  they  preach,  "  Repent  and  be  baptized." 

The  last  is  not  essential,  while  the  other  is  embraced  in  domestic  discipline  of  morals 
and  religion,  all  life-time. 

Behold  what  can  be  done  in  the  goodly  land  of  mind,  when  missionaries  are  sent 
thither  to  convert  the  people  to  peculiar  faith  dogmas !  To  change  from  the  practical 
efficiency  of  mind,  to  the  nullity  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  light  of  the  Principal  and  not  of  the  assistant  must  enlighten  the  people ;  institu- 
ting his  glorious  elements  from  the  very  creation. 

Let  the  light  of  science  enlighten  the  world. 

These  are  necessary  and  universal  truths,  that  cant  or  hypocrisy  cannot  deprive  the 
mind  of. 

By  the  influence  of  perversion,  sophistry  may  deprave,  defraud,  but  the  faculty  of 
mind  will  assert  its  noble  functions  for  freedom  and  purity  of  thought. 

Mind,  enlightened,  must  discover  that  faith  without  reason  is  a  monster,  most  tyran- 
nical and  hideous. 

The  old  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  as  the  representatives  and  authors  of  Moses'  Dis- 
pensation and  Bible,  usurped  the  province  of  mind,  and  the  present  canters  of  the  day 
continue  it. 

The  operations  of  mind  insure  the  discovery  of  all  pertinent  to  its  own  faculties,  and 
must  not  be  divested  of  its  own  legitimate  functions. 

The  man  that  does  it,  is  a  felon. 

The  brain  is  the  galvanic  battery,  and  the  will  is  to  operate  on  the  brain,  that  arouses 
the  electricity  that  sets  the  nerves  to  action,  and  they  move  the  muscles  into  play. 

The  organs  correspond  physiologically,  and  are  modified  by  temperaments. 

All  this  supports  the  doctrine  of  rational  religion,  that  improves  on  the  improvement 
of  mind,  and  the  advancement  of  science. 

How  then  can  bibles  of  tradition,  that  come  to  a  dead  halt  in  mind  and  science, 
have  worthy  elements  to  teach  us  moral  truth;  built,  as  they  all  necessarily  are,  on 
falsehoods  I 

All  are  grossly  ignorant  of  natural  science. 

Either  natural  science  is  wrong,  or  the  bibles  of  tradition. 

We  must  go  by  exact  science,  if  we  go  by  God's  works,  to  read  correctly  his  book, 
that  is  in  the  universe,  which  is  clearly  libeled  by  the  bibles  of  tradition. 
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God^a  works  teach  lliat  God  has  ail  moral  and  religious  attributes,  else  the  universe 
could  not  stand. 

God  created  all  things,  with  reason,  intelligence,  science,  philosophy  and  wisdom. 

All  wise  provisions  were  elaborated  by  a  perfect,  sublime  power,  at  the  beginning. 

All  this  is  discovered  by  mind,  not  in  one  age,  but  in  many  ages  of  the  world,  by  the 
progressive  improvement  in  science,  that  comprehends  finally  the  most  practicable  to 
mortals.    Hence,  it  is  not  fair,  wise,  nor  just,  to  say  that  mind  did  not  tell  all  this  at 
once,  seeing  that  it  did  not  attain  the  relative  advancement. 
* 

GENIUS  AND  DISCOVERY. 

He  that  originated  thoughts  of  brilliant  genius,  that  lifted  the  Teil  that  concealed  the 
mighty  cabinet  of  God  on  this  earth,  has  contributed  more  than  all  the  bible  of  tradition 
pretendeiB. 

He  that  taught  the  blind  to  read  with  their  fingers,' excelled  all  messiahs  in  miracles. 

He  that  taught  God's  messenger,  electricity,  to  telegraph  the  ^orld^s  events  to  man, 
created  a  fund  that  out-did  all  mystery-mongers. 

The  improvements  of  the  moderns  have  outstripped  the  prophecies  of  the  ancients, 
ind  have  sabverted  their  obsolete  views. 

The  inspiration  of  God  is  with  mind,  that  respects  the  mighty  science  of  nature. 

The  cunning  of  the  ancient  priests  was  not  up  to  God^s  wisdom,  nor  the  science  of 
the  modems. 

What  new  continent  is  that,  new  to  all  the  rest? 

It  is  one  that  modern  genius  has  disentombed  from  the  bowels  of  the  mighty  ocean, 
aod  science  crowns  with  triumph. 

Whence  comes  its  light,  that  bursts  upon  the  dazzled  view  of  the  Old  World  ? 

It  is  that  of  liberty,  Uiat  spreads  her  refulgent  blaze  of  rational  mind,  itself  irradiated 
by  constitutional  principles,  that  render  religious  adoration  to  God. 

What  would  have  been  the  tyranny  of  the  old  world,  but  for  the  genial  infiuenee  of 
the  liberty  of  the  new.  All  this  is  the  inspiration  of  minds  operated  on  by  science,  the 
mifhty  work  of  an  Almighty. 

Let  the  mind,  conscious  to  itself  of  rectitude,  look  at  the  safe  and  uniform  protection 
of  principles,  science  and  virtue. 

Let  all  proper  new  lights  burst  upon  the  world,  by  all  public  instructioD. 

Science  and  philosophy  can  rear  their  best  tributes  as  life-saving  benevolent  associa- 
tions, life  boats,  mortars  to  throw  rockets  with  lines  attached,  from  the  shore  to  the 
wreck,  in  cases  of  utter  necessity. 

Thanks  to  mind,  after  God,  for  the  comparative  blessings  of  the  world  in  the  com- 
forts of  life,  as  good  clothing,  nourishing  and  healthy  diet  and  food,  transpnortation  safe, 
easy  and  escpeditious,  by  ocean  and  land,  over  the  world  in  definite  certainty,  in  most 
instances  of  steamers  and  railroads ;  means  conmiercial  and  national,  interchange  of 
productions  of  the  world  most  effectual,  preventive  of  famine ;  of  news,  facilities  for 
mind's  improvement,  excellent  government,  protection  personally  and  materially,  leading 
to  the  highest  enjoyment  and  spread  of  rational  religion. 

Wlio  can  criticise  the  wise  economy  of  the  world,  mnst  be  able  to  scan  the  universe ; 
mortals  then  have  to  maintain  a  wise  silence,  or  the  most  circumspect  reverence  to  the 
Creator. 

Mind's  supposed  evils,  are  in  the  remedies  of  mind,  by  right  actions.  The  province ' 
of  reason  is  to  investigate  the  principles  of  the  universe. 

Man  has  nothing  el&B  than  mind  to  use  to  determine  in  the  constant  sophistries  of 
the  worid^s  pretences,  and  is  perfectly  responsible  for  the  right  use  of  it.  Then  mind 
is  absolutely  compelled  to  abjure  all  peculiar  faiths.  Man  is  an  animal  in  any  other 
position. 

Mind  enlightened  by  reason,  asserts  its  empire  exempt  from  all  pretences  of  miracles, 
to  rescue  mankind  from  the  clutches  of  bigots. 

Do  not  disgrace  mind  by  superstitioD,  but  as  long  as  peculiar  faith  continues,  so  long 
must  prejudice  and  superstition  prevail. 

Have  no  inglorious  surrender  of  mind  to  any  peculiar  faith,  however  popular  at 
Rome  or  elsewhere. 

Act  in  good  faith  to  mind  and  society,  and  you  who  deplore  the  errors  of  fallible 
&ith,  should  now  select,  with  us,  fundamental  religion ! 

Wiience  arises  the  flourishing  condition  of  free  countries,  but  the  benefit  from  free 
mind? 

It  ii  a  libel,  ao  insult  to  injury  on  mind,  to  say  that  mind  could  not  originally  con- 
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ceive  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  a  school  hoy's  solution.  It  is  one  of  the  ignoble,  false 
pretences  of  the  stupid  knavish  priestocracy. 

Mind  by  inspiration  from  God,  does  good,  if  mind's  works  are  the  result  of  good 
faith.  But  mind's  works  are  the  result  of  faith  good  or  bad,  as  influenced  by  irrational 
or  rational  education.  How  faithful  then  ought  rational  education  to  be  to  the  whole 
world,  that  is  subject  to  such  malign  influences. 

No  creeds  of  predestination  that  carried  man  to  the  scaffold,  could  fix  rational  mind 
and  faith  there,  because  it  was  unreasonable,  unjust,  cruel  and  viciously  criminal. 

These  men  of  peculiar  creed  and  its  faith,  were  the  basest  tyrants  of  mind,  enslaving 
and  vitiating  mind's  best  qualities,  brutalizing  and  victimizing  it. 

They  manufacture  a  hell  out  of  the  earth's  volcanoes  that  are  its  mere  safety-valves, 
earth's  cannons. 

They  degrade  fictitious  angels  from  their  paltry  heaven,  and  scandalize  God's  munifi- 
cence with  ignorant  ribaldry,  to  cover  up  their  own  hideous  deformities. 

All  exact  and  proper  investigations,  will  expose  them  to  theur  deserved  contempt  of 
mind. 

The  mind  expels  the  absurd  idea  of  book  mysteries,  when  man  desired  to  do  what 
was  necessary,  and  therefore  must  have  had  a  plainer  scope  for  correct  action,  therefore 
a  mystery  mocks  mind's  sense,  God's  attributes,  and  religion's  dignity. 

Principles  are  for  all  time  and  systems  that  are  right.  The  originals  stand  in  abey- 
ance to  the  reflective  progressive  state  of  mind,  in  the  advance  of  reform  and  revolution. 

We  need  a  system  for  religion  that  gives  no  countenance  to,  but  counteracts  any  of 
the  thousand  forms  of  licentiousness,  as  mind  in  this  liberal  age  of  reason  is  still 
servile  and  vassal,  being  spell-bound  to  the  car  of  sophistry,  bigotry  and  fanatical  super- 
stition 

At  the  iurst  dawn  of  consciousness,  mind  may  not  be  impressed  with  principles,  bat 
may  be  in  the  toils  of  sectarianism  or  of  designing  men,  without  any  system  of  self- 
protection,  therefore  the  necessity  of  rational  codes. 

The  sophistry  that  we  meet  with  in  some  form  or  other  every  day,  and  in  most  parts 
of  the  day,  is  to  be  counteracted  by  the  richest  funds  of  a  sound  and  healthful  mind, 
that  are  needed  to  fulfil  mind's  duty  properly  and  correctly.  Its  destiny  or  better  pur- 
pose rests  then,  on  the  omnipotent  principles  of  causation. 

The  mind  is  the  mouth-piece  of  God  the  Creator,  the  supreme  gift  that  originates 
and  selects  the  scriptures,  is  strictly  eclectic,  the  only  avenue  for  the  scriptures  of 
thought,  the  only  link  of  connection  l>etween  man  and  God,  evinced  in  its  purest  con- 
centration, the  conscience. 

Messiahship  must  necessarily  displace  mind  or  God,  one  or  both,  and  is  not  only  use- 
less, but  detrimental,  an  abominable  nuisance  of  priestocracy. 

As  the  picture  of  the  object  seen  is  painted  on  the  retina,  the  expansion  of  the  optic 
nerve  of  the  eje  in  vision,  so  in  mind's  eye  is  the  inherent  appreciation  of  God  painted 
by  the  innate  faculty  of  religion.  There  is  no  learning  of  correct  faith  but  with  truth 
through  mind,  and  the  deep-felt  conviction  rests  on  the  affection,  the  refined  fiicuities 
of  soul. 

The  passions  avow  sympathy  that  should  be  rightly  directed  on  a  rational  basis,  else 
it  degenerates  into  fanaticism. 

Physiology  rejects  any  other  than  these ;  to  her  is  the  proper  appeal,  as  philosophy 
referring  to  history  of  facts.  The  Creator  having  endowed  mind  as  the  master  crea- 
tion, never  can  truth  say  that  any  written  document  is  supreme  over  mind,  for  it  is  the 
right  and  commanding  Amotion  of  mind,  to  receive  or  reject  all  written  documents  unUl 
satisfactorily  proved. 

Any  usurper  of  mind's  rights  may  pretend  that  scriptures  are  above  mind,  the  minor 
above'  the  major,  but  that  is  certainly  a  false  pretence  not  worthy  of  mind.  The  mind 
is  the  best  treasure  of  the  world.  The  work  of  mind  is  superior  to  all  books  of  tradi- 
tion. There  must  be  no  forcing  tuition  prior  to  seven  years,  to  make  any  prodigy  or 
genius,  over-burdening  mind  or  memory,  but  let  the  book  be  last,  the  world-school  most 
to  insure  ripe  judgment. 

Mind  ever  gets  its  innate  reaction  and  reflection,  and  all  the  legitimate  ideas  of  God 
the  Creator,  by  his  works: 

AH  should  bide  their  time  as  the  least  of  evils,  and  consider  mind  when  cultivated 
rightly,  tlie  means  of  conquest  of  all  that  is  worthy  of  mind's  attention.  Mind  and 
judgment  must  meet  any  crisis. 

One  of  the  greatest  curses  of  the  world,  is  by  corruption  of  the  mind.  It  will  take 
a  revolution  deep  and  strong,  of  popular  opinion  the  most  enlightened,  refined,  and 
civilized',  social  and  religious,  before  matters  essential  to  the  world's  happiness  are 
rightly  settled. 
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WhateTisr  cnstom  the  parents  have  transinitted  to  the  children,  mind  should  be  con- 
sulted as  the  responsible  enlightened  free  agent,  improving  in  each  successive  age  on 
fair  advantages,  ere  that  custom  be  valid  by  right,  or  enslave  by  the  potency  of  its 
tyranny.  Parents  are  bound  on  the  highest  obligations,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  render  the 
mind  of  their  children  innocent  and  rational.  In  this  way,  mind  asserts  its  noblest 
principles,  and  freedom  her  most  high-minded  legitimacy,  aU  exploding  the  worst  hum- 
bogs. 

What  mind  is  there  with  proper  calibre  and  cultivation,  that  cannot  conquer  all  prac- 
ticable difficulties  of  the  world,  if  that  world  will  be  just  to  itself? 

By  its  best  improvements  and  reforms,  the  world  is  regenerated  first  in  the  arrest  of 
mankiod's  oppressions  to  continents  and  nations. 

The  wisest  legislation  pertains  to  the  right  action  of  enHghtened  mind,  to  counteract 
the  bad  and  perverse  actions  of  stupid  and  perverted  minds. 

The  only  revelation  is  that  by  mind  enlightened,  just  and  truthful,  honest  and  vir- 
Uioas  in  oniyersal  principles. 

How  can  we  overlook  the  characteristics  of  the  human  races,  in  their  form  of  phre* 
nological  developments? 

Can  abstract  or  rational  principles  affect  mind  most  ?  Nothing,  is  principle  bereft  of 
nuioaality,  hence,  peculiar  faith  is  a  nullity.    Perversion  of  mind  represents  it. 

What  is  mind  capable  of  doing  ?    What  is  its  duty  ? 

AU  the  prises  ever  attainable,  were  mind's  inalienably  by  creation's  grace. 

God  has  given  mind  to  fathom  and  attain  all. 

When  and  how  ?  Reason  and  rational  mind  declare  the  constant  mode,  the  only 
practicable  one  of  traih. 

They  read  the  scriptures  of  an  immortal  God,  undead  and  undying,  written  on  the 
universe. 

No  doctrine  csntrary  to  reason,  can  be  the  word  of  God. 

Mind  requires  a  full  exercise  of  God's  principles,  a  part  of  creation  with  the  univer- 
sal elements,  and  we  shall  have  all  ever  exacted  by  God. 

We  can  have  no  more  by  any  system,  nor  any  less. 

No  system  but  that  of  rational  religion,  can  give  us  all. 

Mind,  not  peculiar  faith,  gives  the  defences  of  civil  protection. 

Where  would  American  freedom  have  been,  but  for  our  civil  revolution  tliat  is  in- 
debted to  mind  ? 

Where  would  have  been  the  revolutionists,  but  for  their  admirable  constitution,  that 
iound  minds  elaborated  ? 

Exalted  science  of  mind  reflects  the  most  exalted  of  the  world's  benefits,  an  exact 
justice,  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  mind  and  of  the  universe. 

What  have  miracles  to  do  with  mind,  but  to  prove  its  reckless  ignorance  of  natural 
phenomena  ? 

They  form  no  part  of  mind's  existence  or  blessings,  but  evidently  are  its  curse. 

The  modems  are,  no  doubt,  as  a  mass,  better  and  wiser  than  their  predecessors,  and 
arp  9o  not  by  miracles  or  prophecies,  much  less  by  bible  mysteries,  but  by  mind,  that 
entitles  all  to  their  full  benefit  when  possible  to  be  realized. 

No  wonder  that  the  last  discoursed  so  weakly  and  ignorantly  about  the  heart,  instead 
of  the  mind  thereby  superseded  by  ignorance. 

If  God  governed  by  miracles  the  universe,  then  mind  could  not  be  rational :  but 
aiuilvsis  proves  reason  and  not  miracle  to  be  the  attribute  of  mind  that  rejects  faith,  if 
the  last  reject  truth  and  facts. 

Civiliz^  enlightened  mind,  teaches  man  all  that  can  be  rightly  taught  on  this  earth. 
The  Creator  has  so  ordered  it.     His  omnipotence  includes  mind's  potency. 

While  human  reason  may  commit  mistakes  that  time  may  rectify,  superstitious  fana- 
ticifsm  and  degraded  bigotry  commit  crime,  vices,  and  high  treason,  against  the  whole 
world.     Will  its  present  priestocracy  continue  all  such  ? 

While  the  faculties  and  functions  of  mind  bid  us  hope,  when  no  man  is  certain  hj 
tradition  about  the  realities  of  another  world,  as  all  its  assumptions  cannot  satisfy 
because  there  is  no  title  but  imposition,  no  one  in  his  senses  can  deny  to  God  the  crea- 
tion of  the  universe,  that  has  its  moral  and  physical  preservation  so  conspicuous  in  con- 
servative laws,  that  include  sdl  practicable  redemption,  from  which  man's  libel  on  mind 
excludes  Deitv's  rights ! 

Mind  most  be  ever  rightly  employed  all  the  time. 

The  tyranny  of  man  has  resultea  by  perversion  of  tlie  great  principles  of  mind. 

Mind  has  yielded  up  its  paramount  rights,  and  tyrants  have  encroached  by  all  the 
avenues  of  absolutism,  till  the  unprincipl^,  degraded,  and  base  intriguer,  has  but  too 
successfully  tyrannized  over  the  world. 
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It  is  mind^s  fault,  folly,  and  crime,  not  to  profit  by  wisdom,  when  good  and  evil  are  vy 
much  in  the  possession  of  mind,  according  to  its  will  and  capacity. 

Mind  has  to  combat  the  vagaries  of  modern  socialism  and  conmiunism,  to  radicalism, 
and  all  the  antagonisms  of  sectarianism,  in  all  its  dangers  and  fanaticism,  to  all  the 
present  advancements,  as  mormonism. 

Mind  has  ever  to  be  on  its  guard,  or  submit  to  the  slavery  and  vassalage  of  brutal 
degradation,  that  with  no  principles  has  no  mercy  with  absolutism. 

Perverted  learning,  that  makes  mind  dishonest  or  cunning,  is  to  be  shunned  in  all  the 
dera.rtments  of  its  theatre. 

Benefit  and  usefulness  to  tnankind  are  the  great  objects  of  patriotic  minds,  that  can- 
not obey  fashion,  faith  nor  custom,  independent  of  truth  and  religion. 

Rational  mind  that  comprehends  all,  seeks  the  best  security  to  govern  the  worst  pas- 
sions. 

Its  domestic  economy  includes  all  that  bears  on  safety. 

It  has  the  least  trouble  to  govern  domestics,  where  the  reverse  gives  the  worst  or 
severest  difficulty. 

Under  its  legitimate  influence,  children  know  best  how  to  obey  their  proper  guardians, 
as  taught  all  such. 

Its  light  and  action  cause  the  world  to  flourish  in  freedom  and  riches,  with  the  most 
satisfactory  comparisons  in  life. 

But  the  inquisitor  of  peculiar  faith  has  exerted  the  powers  of  absolutism,  by  all  the 
slavery  and  vassalage  of  mind,  and  by  all  its  tortures  to  the  stake  and  faggot,  to  stifle 
this  noblest  of  man^s  rights. 

When  printing  did  not  exist,  what  but  a  chaos  of  uncertain  tradition  prevailed  in  re- 
gard to  science,  and  bibles  of  tradition  ?  Then  they  could  be  mind-factured  with  all 
the  licentiousness  of  reckless  and  bold  myths  and  fable.  Then  man  had  power,  that 
excluded  the  world^s  rights.  Men  were  burnt  at  the  stake,  as  Bruno,  in  1600,  for  fair 
appreciation  of  science.  Peculiar  faith  is  the  quintessence  of  peculiar  cruelty  and 
tyranny. 

"  The  heretic  had  to  expiate  the  crime  of  open  defiance  to  the  dogmas  proclaimed 
by  the  church." 

All  indignities  were  practiced  on  heretics  so  caUed. 

What  country  can  flourish  by  peculiar  faith  1 

Well  is  it,  that  mind  masters  it  finally. 

At  best  it  is  a  mere  incident,  and  certainly  an  impossibility,  when  peculiar  faith  of 
Christianity  has  burnt  books  and  destroyed  authors,  to  arrest  science,  whose  light  ex- 
cludes all  such  as  its  and  the  world^s  tyrant. 

The  varied  benefits  of  reform,  individual  and  universal,  are  needed,  and  the  necea- 
aity  of  society  shows  mind's  immediate  responsibility  and  accountability. 

Hence,  from  the  deficiency  of  mind's  action,  we  must  consider  its  perversion. 

Mind  requires  all  to  think  for  themselves,  but  how  few  of  the  world  have  done  it  1 
How  many  have  been  victimized  for  assertion  of  correct  independent  thought ! 

What  little  stock  of  reflective  or  original  ideas  is  there  among  people,  that  submit  to 
the  wiles  of  perverted  mind,  whose  embrace  is  more  poisonous  than  the  adder ! 

The  highest  power  on  earth,  mind  endowed  with  reason,  impeaches  this  pernicious 
state  of  things. 

Bigotry  and  superstition,  backed  by  ambition  and  self-interest  of  the  priests,  have 
bound  the  ignorant  mind,  and  debased,  perverted,  and  enslaved  it. 

Give  mind  its  weight  and  power  in  science,  to  civilize  the  world,  and  arrest  the  fanatic 
phrenzy,  bigotry,  and  superstition  of  peculiar  faith,  while  there  flourish  religious  tolera- 
tion and  freedom. 

All  expedients  to  direct  mind  in  faith  are  of  absolutism,  that  seeks  to  deceive  and 
enslave  mhid. 

These  must  be  counteracted  by  the  mother  and  father,  the  rightful  guardians  '/schools, 
societies,  and  associations,  free  and  enhghtened  rational  discussions,  wise  legislation, 
valuable  books  and  codes. 

All  books  that  mislead  by  errors,  are  worthless  trash. 

God  extracts  good  out  of  much  apparent  evil,  and  makes  the  mind  agent  for  mind 
and  good. 

Why  so  much  perversion  of  mind,  but  from  self-agency  of  mind  ? 

The  analysis  of  mind  must  give  with  the  analysis  of  the  universe,  the  only  just 
appreciation  of  Deity.  His  appreciation  leads  to  the  depreciation  of  all  messialiships 
and  originators. 

By  mind's  illustrious  free  institutions  the  vassalage  of  most  nations  is  ceasing  to  exist, 
as  afavery  ceases  by  mind's  acknowledgment,  when  free  labor  becomes  cheapest. 
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Let  miacPs  whole  position  be  equitably  establiBhed,  and  the  world  will,  as  it  mast, 
become  right 

Mind  decides  against  amalgamation  as  the  worst  demoralization,  and  returns  to  the 
shores  of  the  once  barbarous,  but  now  civilizing  Africa,  mind  of  African  races  ennobled. 
Mind  will  comprehend  its  own  problem.  The  first  part  of  mind  is  innocence,  that  re- 
quires the  greatest  cultivation  for  protection  of  its  innate  greatness  ;  but  the  interme- 
diate presents  by  ignorance  and  error,  bigotry,  and  all  the  evils  and  dangers  of  bar* 
baiisin. 

Mind  is  only  to  be  treated  in  the  legitimate  way. 

As  no  country  can  flourish  without  adequate  improvement  on  religion,  so  none,  we 
we  will  prove,  can  secure  it  without  mind  and  civilization,  that  exalt  the  world^s  bless- 
ings the  more  they  are  advanced. 

God  endowed  man  with  the  noblest  gift,  mind,  and  that  has  to  ei^ow  itself  with  the 
noblest  ornament,  reason. 

How  sublime  the  liberty  ;  how  chaste  and  refined  the  position.  The  people  of  the 
world  do  not  appreciate  their  gifts,  the  very  best  of  which  is  mind,  that  they  permit 
their  passions  to  enslave.     The  greatest  slavery  is  voluntary. 

The  evils  of  corrupt  education,  as  piracy,  and  all  evil  deeds,  are  to  be  corrected  and 
reclaimed  from,  by  reason. 

This  teaches  us  that  restitution  is  by  acts  of  mind,  and  its  offerings  are  wisely  to  an- 
ticipate the  penalty  of  blood,  which  is  peculiar  to  those  affected  by  sins  that  produce  it. 

The  loss  of  blood  adds  to  sin,  not  detracts  from  it. 

We  do  not  address  the  idiot,  maniac,  infant,  or  savage,  to  proselyte,  because  we  can- 
not reach  their  minds. 

Next  to  these,  are  the  wilfully  blind,  fanatics,  bigots,  those  prejudiced  by  self-interest, 
cormpt  and  ignorant.  They  murder  the  light  of  mind,  and  should  be  deprived  of  iheii 
capacity  for  evil,  as  they  are  not  equal  to  the  demands  of  good. 

AH  cultivated  minds  must  see  and  acknowledge  as  honest,  that  the  highest  philosophy 
is  the  highest  religion,  that  looks  into  the  mightiest  realms  of  the  universe,  where  beams 
Mieoce  in  every  point,  the  work  of  an  Almighty,  perfect  in  all  attributes. 

The  divinest  religious  feelings,  the  most  refined  and  the  lofliest,  are  those  ever  given 
to  man  by  mind,  that  scans  by  the  best^ight  of  rational  education,  the  whole  theatre  of 
its  action. 

Hind  alone  approaches  the  matter  of  an  exhaustless  universe,  and  reason  improves 
its  religion  as  rational,  as  God^s  nature  requires. 

Mind  is  placed  above  the  bmtes,  and  has  therefore  the  highest  rational  duties  to 
perform. 

Brutes  have  innate  faculties,  whence  originate  ideas  and  impulses,  for  food  and  drink, 
and  can  reason  in  that  circle,  and  all  the  available  capacities  of  self-preservation,  as 
habits  of  range,  or  course,  distance,  locality  and  time  ;  but  mind  alone  recognises  reli- 
gion, that  elevates  man  above  all  creation. 

Mind  has  nothing  to  do  with  any  rite  or  ceremony,  baptism,  sprinkling  or  christening. 
This  is  all  theatrical,  in  man^s  customs  of  peculiar  faith.  The  moral  and  religious  sub- 
lime, are  from  God's  own  innate  gifts,  ideas  and  faculties ;  no  other  can  put  a  genuine 
maik  there,  as  mind  is  pre-occupied. 

All  the  substitutes  for  God  and  religion  are  counterfeit,  that  cannot  take  proper  hold, 
even  when  the  best  impressions  of  God  and  religion  are  worn  down,  and  nearly  obli- 
terated. 

Tooth,  should  improve  by  the  age  and  light  of  science,  correct  their  parents'  views, 
not  adopt  their  absurdities,  that  show  the  small  process  of  mind,  and  little  or  no  brains. 

It  is  not  that  parents  know  so  little,  or  that  children  know  so  much,  it  is  that  science 
speaks,  mind  ieams,  God  commands  and  teaches. 

So  far  from  sectarians  exposing  their  ignorance  and  their  exploded  doctrines,  they 
ooght  to  thank  the  age  for  the  mighty  spirit  of  light,  otherwise  the  progress  of  mind 
will  be  obfltmeted  by  prejudices. 

The  use  of  the  mind  must  be  exercised  on  general  principles,  else  the  most  disas- 
tnms  effects  may  ensue. 

God  has  implanted  the  right  faculties,  and  mind  must  produce  the  right  action  by  these 
lacolties  on  these  principles.  A  perfect  God  has  established  the  faculties  of  mind, 
capable  of  reaching  perfection  by  a  purification  incidental,  in  the  progress  of  its  action 
through  the  nniverse. 

Sound  minds  duly  cultivated,  will  pursue  principles. 

This  position  establishes  the  proper  appreciation  of  Deity.  If  weak  minds  submit  to 
the  perversion  of  their  capacity  and  rights,  if  they  seek  the  desert,  the  ocean  or  dangers 
unprepared  by  safe  means,  or  reckless  of  food,  and  are  caught  in  that  folly,  and  suffer 
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.from  fatal  hungfer,  then  God  is  not  responsible  for  the  transgressions  of  these  plain  and 
obvious  principles  of  life. 

Trace  out  the  legitimate  results  that  bring  famine,  disease,  and  war,  and  mind  must 
be  abundantly  responsible. 

Mind  LB  the  beneficiary  from  God's  benefits,  and  is  its  own  defaulter  in  their  negative. 

Each  man  is  as  to  the  gifts  and  right  cultivation  of  mind,  constituted  on  physiologic 
cai  and  phrenological  facts. 

Mankind  is  ever  addressed  through  mind,  in  seeking  its  best  judgment,  or  blind  sub- 
mission. 

Mind  has  to  look  out  for  the  breakers  of  life,  the  desert,  ocean,  famine,  and  adopt  all 
life's  mighty  beacons,  watch  self,  and  avoid  self-treachery. 

It  becomes  the  worthy  great  minds  to  counteract  the  arts  of  superstition ;  to  do  that, 
they  must  be  rightly  cultivated  universally,  to  the  legitimate  demands  of  mindVfund 
of  science  and  philosophy.  They  must  renounce  all  the  pigmy,  petty  and  paltry  game 
of  demagogism.  This  lb  the  very  best  basis  of  equality  to  get  rid  of  vulgar  super- 
stition and  vassal  sectarianism,  and  insure  more  universal  happiness. 

Fortified,  as  the  world  will  thus  be,  it  is  a  libel  on  the  wise  and  good  part  of  it,  that 
they  will  scoff  at  the  right  thing  in  any  respect. 

u  is  said  that  the  world  is  a  humbug,  but  base  and  unprincipled  minds  have  made  it 
so,  and  stupid  minds  have  thus  adopted  it. 

The  people  are  fond  of  being  humbugged,  only  by  perversion  of  mind,  if  that  were 
not  the  case,  the  most  would  die  out  at  once. 

All  such  reflects  on  the  state  of  mind  that  adopts  miracles.  The  people  are  deceived 
by  the  antagonists  of  the  genuine  in  all  science,  government  and  religion,  that  yield  so 
much  power,  as  power  of  all  other  powers.  These  are  mighty  stakes,  and  are  played 
for  by  mind,  by  all  the  means,,  that  perverted  mind  adopts  in  the  most  important  games. 

It  is  gambling  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  and  is  the  most  dangerous  business.  The 
people  should  seek  to  recognise  their  mental  faculties,  as  the  mighty  gifU  of  Deity. 
Who  can  claim  the  title  of  Divine  Right,  but  the  universal  people,  who  K&ve  it  through 
mind  by  the  universal  title  of  God  himself,  author  of  the  universe,  recognised  always 
by  rational  religion  ? 

If  minds  were  capable  of  peculiar  national  appropriation,  then  they  might  be  peculiar 
people  of  God,  which  is  disproved  by  all  the  facts  of  history,  reason  and  truth. 
.  Some  minds  are  perfect  pirates  in  society,  victimizers  of  all  that  is  consecrated  by 
mind. 

Penalties  should  be  adequate  for  proper  correction  and  prevention.  Is  capital  pun- 
ishment demanded  ? 

Mind  is  organized  phrenologically,  and  one  must  be  difierent  from  another,  more  or 
less  by  that  organization,  consequently  all  differently  organized  and  constituted,  could 
not  have  similar  crimes,  vices,  or  virtues,  but  all  in  the  degree  modified  with  its  educa- 
tion. In  this  the  world  of  mind  lb  displayed,  the  richest  magnificence  of  the  organizer, 
the  universe  architect 

The  aim  of  rational  philosophy,  that  is  religion,  is  the  best  effort  of  mind  to  obtain  all 
knowledge,  as  well  of  God  as  man,  as  weU  of  inmiortal  as  mortal  things,  to  rely  on 
analogy  for  the  balance.  ^ 

All  things  to  be  acted  on  must  pass  the  action  of  mind. 

Reason  accounts  satisfactorily  for  its  own  history  in  the  analysis  of  mind,  and  rejects 
all  miracles  as  neither  God's  nor  mind's,  but  rank  impostures. 

Honest  intellectual  truth  rejects  unqualifiedly  all  such. 

All  truths  are  proveable  before  rational  minds,  while  the  reverse  rejects  reason,  light, 
and  truth. 

God  gave  mind  pure  and  innocent  as  this  earthly  theatre  can  permit,  in  the  morning 
of  its  existence,  to  the  guardianship  of  parents,  who,  then,  must  exert  the  potency  of 
free  agency  with  their  children. 

They  should  not  pet  them  one  moment  and  treat  them  as  slaves  the  next 

Nurses  are  to  be  aids,  not  substitutes ;  mothers  should  look  to  thiB. 

The  greatest  slavery  is  the  delusion  of  mind  in  supposed  religion,  and  in  pursuit  of 
evanescent  wealth,  in  all  which  soul  and  body  are  worsted  most  unprofitably  for  life, 
without  recompense  or  satisfaction,  in  hopeless  mental  servitude,  the  butt  and  scorn  of 
a  better  appreciation. 

Only  think  of  bein^  a  vassal  to  a  blasphemer,  usurper,  and  counterfeit,  instead  of  moral 
truthfulness  in  adopting  the  ri^ht  titles  of  the  only  Supreme  Sovereign. 

In  carrying  out  all  the  legitimate  demands  of  mind  at  once,  no  one,  however  popular, 
can  be  entrusted  with  power  above  the  laws,  or  any  ways  irresponsible  to  rational  views 
of  life. 
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Mifid  most  take  cognisance  to  put  down  all  tyrants  of  all  superstitions,  as  a  bounden 
dutj  to  patnotism,  and  the  highest  rights  of  humanity. 

Aa  to  excluding  the  rights  of  mind  and  reason^  it  is  no  wonder  when  the  rights  of  the 
Might;  God  of  the  universe,  all  adorable  as  he  is  for  attributes,  are  excluded  by  the  false 
lights  of  Messiahs,  assumed  blasphemously. 

We  ask  for  the  legitimate  position  for  civilization,  to  give  mind  and  reason  fair  play, 
not  a  Jesuitical  stifling,  assuming  the  darkness  of  past  ages. 

There  has  been  no  fairer  test  of  either,  in  regard  to  the  religion  that  emanates  from 
the  loftiest  appreciation  of  Deity. 

But  attempts  have  been  made  to  reach  the  right  position  as  to  religion  the  fast  cen- 
tary,  bat  all  were  miserable  failures  when  other  means  were  used  than  the  bibles  of 
tradition. 

The  tyranny  of  the  despots  of  Paris  last  century  were  for  enslavement  of  their  coun* 
try ;  they  did  not  care  for  God  or  country,  or  the  highest  obligations  of  religion. 

Mind  is  as  God  created  it,  on  a  fit  theatre,  the  present  earth.  If  the  earth  was  no 
better  than  it  ia,  mind  better  than  it  is  would  be  unsuited  in  its  abiding  place,  and  would 
be  much  more  dissatisfied.  The  earth  then  could  be  no  fit  abiding  place  for  superior 
intelligences. 

The  mind  may  be  stultified  and  deluded  on  all  subjects ;  what  but  mind  can  expose 
the  whole  ? 

We  ask  and  commend,  require  and  prescribe  an  indispensable  duty  to  the  whole  world 
to  educate  mind  of  all  rational  beings  by  faithful  parents,  guardians,  and  scholars,  in  the 
best  of  schools,  academies,  colleges,  and  universities,  above  all  in  the  world's  school, 
aided  by  Lycea,  societies,  mutual  associations,  lectures,  libraries  and  the  press,  only 
00  rational  principles  ;  and  when  mankind  travel  over  the  face  of  the  globe,  they  will 
find  that  peculiar  faith  assumes,  in  its  mighty  divisions,  to  have  for  itself  the  orthodox 
iofiliible  peculiar  faith,  on  which  their  minds,  through  reason,  have  to  act,  to  escape 
the  wiles  and  defects  of  corrupt  education. 

God  takes  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  will  duly  estimate  sophists  who  assume  philoso- 
phy, and  hypocrites  who  make  faith  worses-enslavers  of  their  country,  as  Robespierre, 
AUrat,  and  Danton,  who  cared  neither  for  God,  country,  or  religion. 

It  is  the  deep  thraldom  of  past  ages,  perpetrated  by  imperfect  and  imbecile  minds, 
claiming  to  be  leaders,  but  false  lights,  that  have  produced  this  almost  inextricable 
Tassalage  of  the  present  age. 

Mind  degraded,  brutalized,  loses  almost  the  very  instinct  that  protects  animals.  Mind 
is  for  true  analysis.  It  is  power.  How  can  you  use  this  power  rightly  without  rational 
education  ?  The  spirit  of  protection  to  mind  is  mind  competent  to  analyze,  adequate  to 
comprehend,  qualified  to  declare  all  light  and  right  before  all  the  world. 

On  account  of  the  imbecility  of  mind  and  reason,  the  safeguards  of  freedom,  arising 
from  the  circumstances  of  the  age,  blasphemous  impostors  have  been  rewarded  as  those 
of  Christ,  Mahomet,  Smith. 

All  peculiar  faith  must  be  excluded  when  we  have  no  vassalage  of  mind. 

When  freemen  get  rid  of  all  the  corruptions  of  past  ages,  they  will  universally  adopt 
God^s  religion  of  principles,  not  of  mere  particulars. 

Ifeome  differ  for  a  time,  they  will  maintain  the  essentials  of  right. 

The  diversity  of  the  human  race,  exhibiting  the  proper  elements  of  mind  and  its  high- 
est obligations,  evinces  the  unlimited  powers  of  the  creative  faculty,  that  bible-mongers 
wish  to  dwarf  to  their  paltry  notion,  to  falsify  nature's  laws  to  uphold  their  falsehood. 
We  need  not  refer  to  history,  when  mind  is  at  its  best  illustration.  I  ask  nothing  of 
impracticable  testimony  in  the  face  of  the  independent  universe*demonstration,  that 
annihilates  atheists  and  all  that  clan. 

Let  the  majesty  of  mind  of  independent  people  put  down  all  the  vassals  of  social  cliques 
and  clans,  teach  and  rebuke  them  effectually  as  serfs.  0  mind,  be  watchful  as  well  of 
those  who  call  themselves  holy  and  divine,  as  the  worst  of  the  world.  Sacrifice  not 
thy  only  divine  rights,  thy  independent  attributes,  to  those  selfish  curses  of  the  worid. 
Respect  principles  all  the  time  for  the^^conservation. 

The  ancients  knew  not  the  science  of  mind's  rights,  or  its  mighty  inherent  powers. 
It  is  the  character  of  low,  petty  monopoly  and  usurpation  to  decry  all  the  efforts  of 
mind  with  which  they  conflict,  if  its  genius-discovery  aid  the  people  over  their  ignoble 
pretences  and  vulgar  contentions.  Mind,  enjoy  thy  rights,  thy  blessings,  not  create 
CTils  for  all  mankind,  thy  universal  brotherhood. 

The  supremacy  of  rational  mind,  religion,  then  order,  and  law,  will  follow  no  names. 
Let  mind  settle  at  once,  now  and  forever,  this  paramount  question  of  religion.  God  has 
settled  it. 

The  Americans,  adhering  to  the  quagmire  of  peculiar  faith,  have  stopped  aMrfnlly 
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short  of  the  imperatiye  requisitions  of  mind.  All  the  ancients  were  the  most  abomina' 
ble  plagiarists  of  mind  in  advancing  all  the  false  pretences  of  oracular  faith  as  supreme, 
and  the  Jews  affect  to  have  done  this  peculiarly. 

All  peculiar  faith,  as  that  of  the  Romans,  despoils  God's  attributes  eyen  by  langua^. 
All  the  world  would  be  as  bad  off  as  the  people  of  China  and  Russia,  Rome  and  Thibet^ 
with  their  head  autocrats,  pontiffs,  high  priests,  if  rational  mind  had  allowed  it.  That 
is  the  only  supreme  providence  for  all  such  impostors.  Americans  ought  *to  be  most 
grateful  to  their  Creator  that  religion  is  not  in  the  corrupt  keeping  of  such  men,  who 
know  nothing  of  conservative  principles,  that  expose  them  as  degraded  impostors,  and 
vindicate  the  Creator,  whom  they  effectually  represent. 

Mind  then  needs  the  solution  of  the  Great  First  Cause  of  the  whole  creation,  and  can 
only  best  approach  it  by  all  the  best  elements  of  cultivation. 

If  any  authority  declare  for  capital  punishment,  of  course  it  is  bound  by  all  highest 
obligations  to  cause  the  mind  of  the  world  to  avoid  violation  of  essential  principles. 

What  is  the  paramount  duty  of  citizens  as  parent,  wife  or  husband,  child  1  The  first 
has  not  only  the  province  of  being  the  author  of  vital  existence,  but  its  suaidian,  teach- 
er, friend  and  instructor.  All  such  must  respect  the  highest  intellectual,  moral  and  re* 
ligious  principles. 

Thus  fornication  and  adultery  cannot  exist  in  the  code  of  exact  morals.  The  best 
instruction  is  the  best  self-government  of  passions. 

Parents  are  responsible  for  tyranny  that  may  engender  the  deepest  ruin  of  their  off- 
spring, and  the  deepest  injury  to  society.  The  exactness  of  truth  must  be  properly  se- 
cured, not  by  forcing  lies,  but  inculcating  rational  principles.  The  whipping  arguments 
are  silencing  means,  but  may  accumulate  results  much  the  worst  for  all  parties. 

Childhood  must  be  rightly  cultivated,  never  ^rannized  over.  The  virtues  resolting 
from  the  faculty  of  mind,  are  qot  to  be  expected  by  the  cogency  of  force. 

Beware,  parents,  that  you  do  not  pervert  the  minds  committed  to  your  charge,  as  to 
injure  all,  deceive  all,  and  destroy  all. 

If  you  rear  your  children  rightly  they  will  honor  you  and  their  own  minds,  their  soul 
being  in  unison  with  the  best  sjrmpathi^s  with  mankind,  but  if  you  do  not  direct  rightly 
the  best  energies  of  their  souls  in  the  legitimate  channel,  you  may  arouse  the  worst  of 
dormant  faculties  among  them,  as  revenge,  the  most  odious,  embittering  your  sympa- 
thies with  the  human  race.  Above  all,  beware  how  you  force  marriages,  as  little  less 
than  prostitution  for  money  may  ever  be  the  curse.  Parents  should  not  crush  the  spirit 
of  their  children,  nor  the  government  do  that  for  its  citizens.  Parents  must  not  expect 
too  much  of  their  children  to  support  them  unnecessarily,  and  therefore  should  act  in- 
telligently and  with  mind  in  their  own  independence  for  life,  at  the  same  time  helping 
their  children  in  the  real  time  of  need,  when  they  first  start  out  in  life,  and  when  it  is  so 
difEcult  to  get  that  first  right  start.  Their  offspring  should  not  be  pushed  upon  the 
world  uninstructed  in  the  use  and  value  of  money,  time,  talents,  and  mind's  best  func- 
tions, as  green  pigeons,  to  be  plucked  by  every  sharper,  gambler,  and  prostitute,  the 
most  dangerous  of  mankind. 

Parents  should  never  deprive  their  children  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  amonff  them 
the  best  mind-fund  education,  to  leave  them  luxuries  that  they  cannot  rightly  use. 
In  having  mercy  on  themselves  at  the  right  time,  they  may  be  spared  the  sight  of 
much  wanton  injury  to  themselves  and  society  through  their  children.  The  question 
of  mind  is  not  whether  their  children  are  disbelievers  in  any  bible  of  tradition,  but 
whether  they  are  infidels  in  the  only  Supreme  Being,  who  is  duly  appreciated  by  the 
right  code  of  mind. 

Reason,  then,  will  exert  the  most  potent  influences  of  all  influences  in  the  right  em- 
ployment of  that  mind ;  that  is  the  world's  best  and  noblest  protector.  Let  us  have  no 
overworked,  overtasked  or  ignorant  mind,  to  make  existence  a  curse  instead  of  a 
blessing. 

It  is  too  late  afler  the  deed  is  done  in  the  whole  annals  of  mind's  injuries,  after  the 
crush  of  the  feelings  has  been  committed,  and  the  victims  of  a  thousand  follies  and 
crimes  been  made. 

How  much  is  due  from  mind  to  mind  in  rational  education,  that  mjnr  correct  the  one 
predominant  idea  that  may  be  the  master  and  exclusive  passion  of  all  others  for  the 
time  being,  causing  suicide,  murder,  crime,  or  indiscretion. 

None  should  dictate  in  this  world,  as  that  is  tyranny  of  opinion,  but  submit  to  para- 
mount principles  of  truth  and  honesty,  not  as  individuals  interpret  ^em,  but  as  they  in- 
tflipret  themselves. 

Who  can  be  the  standard  while  all  are  amenable  to  sin,  error,  ignorance,  caprice  and 
perverse  will,  but  the  master  standard  of  the  universe,  its  Almighty  Creator  ?  Who  but 
absolutists  would  confine,  thwart  or  defeat  genius  or  principles  ?    Not  only  appreciate 

Digitized  by  V^OOQl€ 


HINIX  IM 

the  best  gifts  of  mind,  bnt  cnltiTate  them  to  best  advantage  of  right  and  wisdom.  What 
bat  this  governs  the  elephant  and  cages  the  lion  of  the  world  ? 

What  miod  is  so  doltish,  that  sees  not  that  the  amverse  revolves  in  science,  and  is 
lighted  bj  philosophy,  but  the  odious  reptile,  the  mere  bible  bi^ot  ? 

Tbis  work  is  intended  as  original  as  far  as  practicable.  The  author  is  indebted  to 
advance  of  public  sentiment  and  mind  for  the  badance.  The  object  is  to  render  this  a 
useful  code  for  youth,  especially  those  needing  useful  advice  at  first. 

In  analysis  of  this  paramount  subject  of  religion,  we  may  have  been  anticipated  in 
some  Uoags,  but  the  legitimate  may  be  elicited  by  most  minds. 

Freemen,  are  you  actually  afraid  to  read  a  code  styled  the  Bible  of  Mind  1 

What  are  you  afraid  of  ? 

That  if  the  bible  of  tradition  be  superseded,  that  we  shall  have  no  other !  All  these 
were  only  bibles  of  mind  perverted  and  debased. 

This  age  enables  mind  to  offer  its  bible  to  meet  that  difficulty,  to  remove  away  the 
rotten  building  ere  the  destruction  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  bible  ^  mind  is  the  only  one  of  God  for  religion  ;  any  other  is  by  man  for  pecu- 
liar faith  that  is  dust  indeed. 

There  can  be  no  one  living  who  believes  stronger  than  the  author  in  the  existence  of 
an  eternal  Great  First  Cause,  and  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  accountability  in  the 
deepest  reverence  to  his  holy  attributes,  and  respect  to  his  conservative  principles ;  but 
thea  he  distrusts,  impeaches  and  necessarily  discards  the  bibles  of  tradition,  that  were 
written  at  a  time  when  neither  science,  nor  mathematics,  much  less  astronomy,  were 
understood  ;  but  would  not  mislead  others  for  his  life,  nor  be  misled  himself ;  therefore 
he  asks  for  all  the  essential  proof  of  their  divine  authenticity.  An  honorable  defence, 
based  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  is  requested.  We  advocate  the  cause  of  rational 
and  honest  minds.  • 

The  peculiar  faith  people  ignorantly  tell  the  world  to  get  religion,  to  do  what  they 
know  nothing-  about.  AU  minds,  if  rational,  have  religion,  and  have  only  to  improve  it. 
The  people,  though,  never  look  into  the  noblest  operations  of  their  own  minds,  but  are 
misled  by  vassals  as  herds,  flocks,  swarms  of  insects.  There  are  the  fewest  original 
thiokexs.  Can  there  be,  After  due  investigation,  any  doubt  in  a  rational  mind  of  its  su- 
premacy in  the  world's  civilization  ?  Historical  records  and  all  the  lights  of  mind  con- 
clusively decide  that  portion. 

When  we  contemplate  the  four  stages  of  mind  in  its  progress,  every  step  admonishes 
most  truly  of  thai.  What,  are  not  the  teachings  of  savage  life  in  bibles  of  tradition, 
oral  traditions,  &c.  ? 

Formerly,  as  the  author  is  informed,  he  states  that  the  Creek  Indians  burnt  their  de- 
formed offi^ring,  or  infants,  as  decreed  by  solemn  meetings. 

Indians  have  their  superstition,  their  rain-witches,  &c.  A  statement  was  made  to 
the  author,  that  not  many  years  past  a  Choctaw  rain-witch,  not  succeeding  to  her  am- 
bition in  procuring  rain  in  a  great  drought,  disclosed  to  her  chiefs  and  warriors  the  im- 
portant item  that  another  rain-witch,  living  at  a  distance,  had  counteracted  her  efforts 
to  procure  rain,  and  that  it  was  essential  that  she  should  be  killed  forthwith,  whereupon 
thoae  sage  savages  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  the  rival  rain-queen  and  murdered 
ber  accordingly.  Mind  that  is  slave  to  peculiar  faith  and  superstition,  is  vassal  indeed 
an  over  itie  world.  One  of  its  horrors  is  the  fear  of  volcanic  punishment  from  its  brim- 
stone and  sulphur ;  to  be  swallowed  up  is  one  of  its  fears. 

Science  will  disclose  its  blessings,  to  relieve  the  natural  elements  of  a  greater  disrup- 
tion, ever  present  to  vulgar  ignorance. 

Enlightened  public  opinion  will  be  a  mighty  engine  of  mind  and  of  God,  in  pro- 
cess or  time,  it  will  put  down  despotisms  of  governments  and  peculiar  faiths,  in  one 
breath. 

What  was  it  but  the  exaltation  of  mind  that  put  down  absolutism  within  the  last  cen- 
tiny,  when  its  brote  force  and  bribery  were  the  means  of  tyrants,  before  persuasion  ? 

What  but  mind,  exalted,  is  to  teach  America  her  mighty  destiny,  the  light  to  all  na- 
tions, the  benefactress  to  the  world  ?  How  sounds  benefactress  of  the  world,  before  its 
ooaqneress?  The  one  diffuses  diamonds,  the  other  sheds  blood !  What  will  America 
be,  when  her  countless  resources  are  developed  ?  But  what  will  be  the  whole  world, 
impelled  by  the  same  universal  principles  ? 

Universal  legislation,  that  may  be  bad  in  all  governments,  if  not  enlightened  by 
wisdom,  has  to  be  exempt  from  all  perversions.  The  vitals  of  liberty  are  over- 
whelmed by  perversions  of  mind.  Universal  rationalism  must  correct  and  rule  mind 
nniversally. 

The  antagonisms  of  universal  society,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  can  only  be  obviated  on 
principlea. 
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The  day  will  come  when  it  will  have  been  better  for  absdatists  to  have  been 
ble  citizens. 

A  revolution  conservative  must  arise,  in  the  world's  society.  Families,  as  nations^ 
should  have  the  tuition  of  philosophers  of  science,  not  the  sophists  of  peculiar  faith. 
Philosophers  of  science  are  nece.ssary  to  better  the  world,  by  light  of  mmd. 

What  others  can  enlighten  the  world  1 

There  may  be  wise  and  good  people  among  ministers  and  priests,  not  from  their  pro- 
fession but  in  despite  of  it,  however  incorrect  Uie  way  they  take  to  prove  it.  As  part  of 
the  human  race,  the^  should  devote  the  best  principles  in  the  right  way  to  secure  mind 
its  appropriate  blessings. 

The  process  of  induction,  by  thought,  is  the  way  mind  learns ;  but  that  process  most 
be  unbiased  and  uninfluenced. 

We  have  our  senses,  to  teach  us  by  objects,  without  which,  as  by  protracted  solitude 
in  prison,  the  mind  may  become  demented. 

The  intentions  of  the  mind  present  best  prayer  in  actions.  Recollect  that  in  all  yout 
millions  of  errors,  you  must  not  censure,  blames  or  libel  God  once.  It  is  your  errors, 
not  God's,  you  have  to  correct ;  turn  your  mind  to  the  correction,  not  harrass  God,  by 
greater  imbecilities. 

How  then  can  you  address  God,  but  by  actional 

The  best  appreciation  of  mind  proves  that  it  was  created  for  the  great  purpose  of  re- 
ligion, the  sublimest  subject  of  the  universe.  Shall  mind  be  ever  deceived,  cheated,  by 
false  pretences,  and  bound  vassal  to  the  car  of  peculiar  faith,  when  it  can  most  ably  re- 
pel the  whole  attempt,  and  expose  the  felony  ? 

The  mighty  result  of  rational  education,  if  free,  liberal,  and  right,  is  to  teach  mijid  to 
think,  and  be  mmd. 

Mind  has  its  rights,  powers  and  attributes.  One  of  its  greatest  is  knowledge,  of 
which  the  consummation  is  religion  in  its  purity.  The  fiicnlty  of  mind  is  to  receive 
ideas  through  the  senses,  not  by  insidious,  peculiar  teaching,  nor  brute  force.  As  there 
can  be  no  innate  ideas,  mind  should  be  purely  handled.  No  tinkers  should  botch 
its  ideas. 

Men  of  thought  are  emphatically  men  of  reason,  and  would  be  the  world's  lights,  if 
not  trammeled  by  peculiar  education,  the  worst  vassakige  of  mind. 

Mind,  enlightened  and  pure,  can  best  procure  every  reasonable  blessing,  and  best  shun 
every  supposed  evil. 

One  thmg  alone,  principle,  will  give  mind  advantage  of  the  whole  world  on  right 
basis.     Religion  binds  the  mind-universe. 

Without  principle,  the  world  has  the  advantage  of  mind.  A  better  world  can  be  ob- 
tained by  the  world  of  mind,  and  that  cultivated  and  elevated  by  exalted  worth.  The 
constant  use  of  mind  is  the  preservation  of  mankind. 

Mind  enables  us  to  prove  and  demand  proof  of  every  thinff,  in  religion. 

Mind  is  indebted  to  mind  for  science,  itself  inspiring  mind ;  all  inspired  from  God  of 
Intelligence. 

The  tribute  is  due  to  science  of  mind. 

God  presides  over  our  science  and  mind. 

What  mighty  benefits  await  the  world,  through  the  best  lights  and  freedom  of  mind. 

What  cannot  the  lights  of  philosophy,  in  government  of  man  and  mind,  in  agriculture, 
commerce,  navigation,  mining,  manufactures,  the  schools  of  science,  effect  ?  The  pre- 
sent position  of  mind  is  that  of  a  subordinate,  that  must  be  self-ennobled  to  supremacy. 
The  right  one  should  honor  itself  by  rational  religioii,  carried  to  its  highest  legitimate 
practice,  and  all  its  societies  ever  referred  to  the  mighty  central  standai^. 

What  has  mind  done  for  rational  religion,  that  has  done  for  mind  everything  neces- 
sanr  and  expedient  ? 

Mind  will  be  cowed  by  humbug,  and  crushed  by  peculiar  faith ;  though  possessed  of 
right  and  power,  yet  it  is  to  be  silenced  before  its  and  the  people's  pulpit,  by  the  pre- 
tences of  base  assumptions. 

Intelligent  freemen,  do  you  stand  to  all  this  1 

The  light  of  mind  excludes  all  ultraism,  all  extremes,  and  sectional  interpeaitions,  re- 
flecting the  noblest  deeds  and  influence  of  its  powers. 

It  is  the  full  perfection  of  mind,  that  gives  the  full  benefits  of  the  sooisl  oiicfes. 

No  system,  however  glorified  by  names,  can  tolerate  a  crusade  against  reason  and 
rational  mind. 

Is  it  fair,  honorable,  and  just,  to  exclude  the  rights  of  mind,  and  bind  it  to  exploded, 
obsolete  ideas  ? 

The  paramount  duty  of  mind  is  due  to  God  alone,  in  the  true  way  that  purity  of  mind 
can  bo  displayed.    The  past  history  of  the  world  proves  the  errors  of  mind,  in  obtaining 
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Ihe  beat  means  of  happiness.  To  answer  all  the  cavils  of  disputants  and  sophists,  will 
be  to  eomiteoaDce  the  libels  of  imbecile  minds.  Time  and  science  will  decide,  all  that 
Goay  be  the  balance.  Let  mind  be  right,  and  act  uprightly,  and  there  is  nothing  more 
to  do.  Reason  is  the  self-preservation  of  mind.  No  man  is  honest,  that  discards  rea- 
son in  any  department  that  mind  can  recognise.  Honorable  minds  should  discard  such 
as  a  niiisioce. 

There  can  be  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  right  action  of  mind,  that  rejects  faith 
and  all  its  associations,  if  devoid  of  truth. 
What  mind  can  recognise  all  this,  without  reason  ? 

Shall  mind  ever  be  in  abeyance  to  the  dynasty  of  peculiar  faith  ?  Shall  there  not  be 
freedom  of  rational  discussion,  to  investigate  -satisfactorily  for  all  minds,  this  most  im- 
portant sabject  of  rational  religion  ? 

Can  we  get  the  honest  people  of  the  world  to  discuss  it,  in  the  right  way,  not  by  an 
ignoble  bhiJdng  of  main  and  essential  truths  ?  Are  they  not  afraid  to  do  it,  from  the 
suggestion  of  pious  frauds  1 

Crash  mind,  tyrant,  ere  you  deprive  it  of  correct  religion,  or  the  proper  means  to  as- 
certain the  correct  position. 

Mind  must  not  be  paralyzed  by  either  sophistry  or  martial  prowess,  thai  usurped  the 
rights  of  ignorant  people.  What  shall  be  the  arbiter  of  opinion,  that  varies  so  much  ? 
Science.    Opinions,  unless  based  upon  philosophical  science,  eternally  vary. 

Bat  bow  i^it  that  men  of  science  differ  so  much  in  opinion  ?  From  this  very  reason, 
both  parties  nave  not  been  equally  enlightened  by  philosophical  science  ;  that,  as  the 
Ticegerent,  or  minister  of  Deil^,  probes  all  opinions.  That  is  only  freedom  of  mind, 
that  recognises  full  improvement  of  intellect  and  its  legitimate  rational  principles ;  for 
jou  cannot  declare  the  position  of  intellect  without  reason. 

When  the  bibles  of  tradition  were  adopted,  but  the  fewest  in  thousands  could  read 
and  write. 

Now  it  is  a  misfortune,  if  not  a  disgrace,  to  be  unable  to  do  either.  Then  others 
were  oecessarily  proxies  ;  and  mind,  dependent  on  circumstances  of  the  age,  necessarily 
became  vassal.  But  her  lever  of  independence,  rational  education,  has  been  raised,  and 
the  cover  of  imposition,  fraud  and  imbecility,  has  been  lifted ;  hence,  discovery  teaches 
the  true  state  of  things.  The  sooner  the  world  gets  out  of  its  antiquated  notions,  and 
learns  of  philosophical  science,  the  better.  When  mind  is  rightly  improved,  it  is  justly 
independent.  But  yet  it  is  not  elevated  in  the  best  countries,  to  its  noblest  degree  of 
refinement. 

The  power  of  original  thought  is  too  much  for  the  masses,  and  the  fewest  are  the 
pioneers  by  high-mindedness,  independence  of  thought  and  firmness,  that  being  neces- 
ffirily  of  the  phalanx  of  conservative  revolution  to  obsolete  notions,  are  opposed. 

There  are  minds  centuries  in  advance  of  their  age,  but  they  are  the  objects  of  envy, 
and  of  course  obloquy  with  those  behind  them  adhering  to  the  last,  to  their  base  usurpa- 
tions aiui  monopolies.  The  pseudo-moralists  are  alarmed  at  the  state  of  their  bibles  of 
tradition,  that  must  necessarily  perish  because  of  their  errors  and  demoralization,  with- 
out being  able  to  see  the  imperative  need,  adequate  sufiiciency  and  potency  of  bibles 
of  ratioiuil  mind,  for  purest  morals.  What  influence  the  statistics  of  crime,  but  the 
deplorable  state  of  mmd's  ignorance,  errors  and  need  of  rational  cultivation,  that  all 
bibles  of  tradition  never  can  relieve  ? 

How  do  evils  cure  themselves,  but  by  the  free  exercise  of  mind  illuminated  ?  Let 
all  this  prevail,  and  all  irrational  repudiation,  sectional  agitation  and  fanaticism,  will  die 
the  death  of  ignoble  mortals.  Mind  that  profits  by  Uie  intelligence  of  agricultural 
Mience,  to  provide  for  the  world's  wants  against  famme,  that  dispenses  to  the  world  a 
most  benignant  commerce,  that  invokes  all  the  aids  of  philosophical  science  to  counter- 
act pestilence,  and  that  avows  all  the  principles  of  universal  brotherhood  to  guard 
against  the  evils  of  war,  bids  man  recur  to  the  true  fund  of  creation. 

The  mind  still  needs  organization,  and  all  proper  protection.  Does  any  know  half 
of  the  corruption  of  the  world  1  Let  him  commence  in  the  right  of  his  own  inventions 
and  discovery,  and  then  he  will  see  the  dishonor,  perfidy  and  felony  of  it.  Let  all  Iw 
progress  possessing  a  legitimate  order,  and  seeking  if  not  enjoying  the  government  of 
oottstitQtional  law. 

Mind  is  ti>  render  the  world  like  a  plant  bed,  a  flower  garden ;  beautify,  embellish  and 
fertiliao  it. 

Mind  is  helpless  at  first,  and  the  beauty  is,  that  it  must  rise  on  its  own  exertions  and 
greatness,  and  overcome  all  conquerable  difficulties. 
Mind  is  to  be  prepared  for  future  good. 

Vassals  of  the  various  professional  characters,  cause  the  mind  to  be  like  humbugs-, 
iQost  clearly.     Mind  is  to  analyze  itself,  as  it  may  be  the  dupe  of  the  world.     Bui 
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mind  likes  hambuggery — ^unlesB  put  right,  it  may  become  peirerted.    Who  beiieTes 
that  the  world-mind  lilces  humbugs  ?    Its  perversions,  bad,  morbid  taste,  cause  that. 

God  appoints  every  mind  to  address,  adore  and  revere  him,  as  he  ought  to  be.  In- 
tellectual existence  is  a  bright  dawn  of  mind.  Beware  of  envy,  avarice,  inordinate 
and  unprincipled  ambition  and  malice,  by  which  mind  is  perverted  and  fdls  overwhelmed 
and  crushed. 

Do  not  forfeit  your  rights  in  mind.  How  few  use  the  principles  of  mind,  the  only 
sure  basis  of  safety. 

In  the  trackless  ocean,  what  is  your  only  safety  ?  It  is  in  the  means  of  safety,  of 
approved  and  conservative  character.  It  is  in  chart  and  compass ;  your  standards  are 
the  universe  spheres,  by  which  you  correct  your  reckoning  and  amend  your  errors.  By 
rules  of  exact  science,  you  steer.  God  is  the  Creator ;  whom  else  can  mind  have  ;  by 
whom  else  can  it  be  sustained  ?  Mind  owes  nothing  to  peculiar  faith,  but  has  expe- 
rienced many  of  its  curses.  Do  you  know  how  to  appreciate  aught  of  lifers  functions, 
but  by  mind  properly  cultivated,  in  civilization  ?  Suffer  a  partial  loss  of  one  of  your 
senses,  as  that  of  hearing,  then  you  may  thank  your  God  for  his  mercies  and  grace. 

Are  you  going  to  forfeit  your  claims  to  these  ?  Then  you  do  when  you  permit 
usurpers  to  use  you  as  a  vassal,  and  when  you  pretend  to  adopt  an  intercessor,  mesaiah 
or  priestocracy,  who  have  no  such  functions  over  mind  the  beneficiary.  It  is  only  over 
mind  the  impostor  or  the  dupe. 

Do  not  unite  with  hypocrites,  traitors  and  unprincipled  oppositions.  Pj^iestocracy  is 
a  rabid  tory-pulpit  to  mind,  and  a  traitor  to  its  rights. 

Mind  must  have  all  the  elements  of  its  greatness,  the  dignity  and  freedom,  light  of 
intellect,  liberality,  rationality — ^truthfulness. 

The  human  mind  will  become  vulgar  and  low,  if  not  watchful  of  itself.  Analyze 
your  mind,  and  do  not  be  victimized  by  ambition,  avarice,  lust,  envy.  Keep  your  mind 
your  diamond,  intact  from  corruption. 

Mind  has  to  act  compatibly  with  the  circumstances  of  the  universe  and  God,  whether 
free  agency  be  the  question  or  not  There  is  no  t3rranny  in  this :  the  evil  is  in  the 
reverse.  The  property  of  mind  is  the  paramount  question  for  mind ;  it  has  to  look  to 
God  for  protection,  and  exert  itself  as  a  free  agent  all.  lifetime,  by  universal 
means. 

What  is  man  but  as  mind  makes  him  ?  What  accompany  that  mind,  but  all  its  ele- 
mentary endowments  that  the  Creator  gave  1  Hence  there  is  no  need  of,  as  there  can 
be  no  substitute.  All  such  is  folly,  man's  most  stupid  presumptions.  How  can  mind 
be  substituted  ?  Without  mind  all  your  messiahships  are  nought.  With  mind  they  are 
worse  than  useless,  and  of  course  tJiey  are  worthless. 

Mind  that  appreciates  its  own  pure  analysis,  scouts  and  scorns  such  miserable  non- 
sense. 

The  mind  is  God's  lever,  and  his  principles  are  its  fulcra  or  points  of  support.  Show 
the  suoeriority  of  mind  over  muscle. 

No  bibles  of  tradition  can  furnish  correct  models  for  mind,  while  it  is  indebted  for  all 
its  principles  to  tiie  God  of  its  creation.  A  great  class  of  the  world,  it  is  that  of  mind 
that  arises  on  the  potency  of  its  own  greatness.  In  the  futui^  generations  of  the 
world,  the  last  part  will  be  best,  by  the  best  polish  of  the  mental  diamond.  God  is  in 
all  this. 

The  inalienable  rights  of  creation  entitle  every  mind  to  expect  an  appropriate  position 
of  its  Creator. 

Rational  mind  is  the  preacher,  reason  is  the  corrector,  conscience  is  the  auditor.  Do 
^ou  hesitate  one  moment  at  the  real  benefit  of  mind  in  civilization  1  The  steamboat 
invention  has  put  commerce  under  obligations,  that  in  turn  has  caused  the  world  to  be  in- 
appreciably indebted  to  mind.  We  are  in  the  infancy  of  science.  All  the  operations 
of  the  universe  refer  to  mind,  else  the  last  had  been  created  in  Tain,  and  still  more  to 
the  immortal  soul,  the  noblest  of  all. 

Who  can  estimate  the  mighty  potency  of  mind-fund,  that  teaches  the  true  taste,  that 
teaches  mind  ;  while  all  should  seek  to  soar  above  to  proper  fame,  a  laudable  object,  all 
should  seek  to  avoid  mere  notoriety. 

But  how  is  man  a  being  of  free  agency  ?  He  is  created  without  his  own  volition, 
and  acts  without  his  own  consent.  Hardly,  as  he  knows  the  difference  between  right 
and  wrong,  and  is  capable  of  dignifying  his  own  actions. 

The  lustory  of  individuals  and  nations  proves  this  conclusively.  The  Creator  ia 
bound  to  adjust  matters  compatibly  with  his  obligations,  but  then  man  has  something  to 
do ;  he  has  to  improve  that  mind  in  science,  to  read  the  God  of  nature's  works.  Under 
the  circumstances  of  his  creation,  he  is  to  avail  himself  of  all  the  lights,  all  the  aids 
before  him  to  progress  in  his  own  best  conceived  happiness,  that  he  independently 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


HIND.  16S 

sketches  ooi     He  has  the  aid  of  God^s  grace,  and  God  estimates  the  will  of  the 
vorld*8  mind  for  the  deed  ;  but  for  that,  what  would  the  world  be  ? 

Qo  yoa  know  the  ralae  of  an  intelligent,  sensitive  soal  ?  Do  yoa  crush  the  tme 
spirit  of  mind,  of  the  world,  of  worth,  of  both  ?  The  whole  crime  of  deeds  is  in  mind^s 
conrietioiL  Mind  of  the  mass  cannot  analyse  under  malign  peculiar  education,  it  is 
minion  to  others'  interests,  and  antagonistical  thereby  to  mind. 

The  chances  that  occur  for  greatness  to  be  displaVed  by  mind  cultivated  to  its  exe- 
cutioo,  place  it  as  the  agent  among  the  greatest  deeds  of  the  Creator. 

How  mach  of  the  world  is  sacrificed  to  mental  imbecility  ?  A  free  and  intellectual 
press,  is  mind's  lever  in  the  world.  The  improvement  going  on  in  the  Sandwich 
Islands  is  considered  by  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  as  due  to  their  missionaries, 
bat  it  is  the  merit  of  mind  to  which  it  is  indebted. 

There  can  be  no  standing;,  invariable  pattern  for  mind,  only  as  the  munificence  of 
mind,  allows  it  for  mechamcal  arts  by  the  best  cultivation  of  legitimate  taste.  The 
world,  as  the  universe,  comes  under  principles,  immutable  laws.  The  mind  is  the 
only  effectoal  means  of  elevation  in  life.  Do  not  neglect  its  mighty  and  sovereign 
faactioDs,  its  noblest  rights.  Mind  now  makes  government  lighter,  revolutionizing  it 
&om  despotisms.    What  was  the  state  when  the  Hebrews  were  subject  to  priestocraciesi 

It  is  difficult  to  tell  how  far  vassalage  of  mind  extends.  It  produces  the  worst  defects 
and  disruptions  of  society.  Be  not  surprised  at  vassal  mind,  that  is  like  a  whipt  spaniel ; 
it  stoops  afler  being  crushed  by  perversions. 

Mind  is  made  straw,  overrun,  yet  mind  recovers  from  the  peculiar  faith  contentions 
that  blast  it  most  deeply. 

Which  is  best  off  as  to  peculiar  faith,  the  heathen  and  the  savages,  all  that  have  their 
superstition,  or  the  most  refined  of  those  assuming  to  be  civilized  ?  The  refinements  of 
mud  make  the  difference,  and  secure  all  rights.  Mind  must  not  be  trammeled  by  any 
of  the  obligations  of  lifers  courtesies,  as  hospitality,  nor  by  anything  less  than  absolute 
rights.  Modesty  is  becoming,  a»Dp  rational  custom  is  obligatory  for  reserved  rights. 
I^t  mind  produce  a  generous  and  exalted  rivalry  of  natioiw ;  all  on  the  most  liberal 
competition.  Commerce  is  for  the  world^s  benefit,  and  furmshes  competition  and  im- 
provement, a  noUe  posidqn.     What  was  mind  for  but  to  expand  on  snch  orilliant  means  ? 

Brain,  or  material  organism  alone,  does  not  constitute  mind  without  the  soul  or  su- 
preme element,-*-the  functionary  mind  does  not  reco^ise  animal,  but  soul-materialism. 
lodDstTy  and  surety  of  living  means  to  ihaintain  existence,  begin  now  to  characterize 
oiod  of  the  present  age ;  one  of  mind^s  triumphs. 

Man  in  the  worid  must  be  treated  as  a  being  of  mind,  not  of  mere  muscle ;  not 
brutalized,  but  exalted  here  on  this  earth.  What  bespeaks  mind*s  dignity  and  freedom 
Bwre  than  the  votes  of  the  people  ?  That  liberty  of  the  people  carried  out,  presents  a 
brilliant  solutioB  of  freedom. 

How  many  neglect  their  health,  body,  mind,  their  souls.  To  neglect  the  mind  is  to 
neglect  the  soul.  To  soil  the  mind  is  to  soil  the  soul.  What  vassalage  of  mind  is  in 
^  world,  in  villages  and  circles,  in  cities  that  analyzed,  present  villages.  Vassalage 
of  mind  is  the  abuse  on  conservative  unity.  The  best  settlement  of  world-agitation 
qoestioos  is  by  the  cultivated  honest  intellect. 

Mind  is  created  as  God  created  it,  as  we  find  by  rational  experience  and  science, 
placed  under  the  circumstances  of  creation,  with  free  agency,  to  work  out  perfection, 
ondergoing  appropriate  purification. 

If  miod  was  perfect  on  this  sphere  of  action,  we  should  be  doubtful  of  its  perfect  bliss. 
Its  sphere  is  that  of  preparation,  not  of  consummation  of  felicity.  All  systems,  even  of 
monotheism,  are  amenable  to  the  proper  decisions  of  rational  mind,  that  has  to  look  to 
ttr  1  perfect  standard,  as  religion  of  principles. 

Yoa  advance  a  pjeculiar  system  of  some  peculiar  bible  of  some  peculiar  nation,  claim- 
ing to  have  a  peculiar  God,  all  which  pretend  to  denounce  the  balance  of  the  world  with 
eternal  damnation  if  it  do  not  believe !  We  claim  the  protection  of  a  free  agent,  as 
American,  before  we  can  believe.  We  must  be  aasored  by  proof  conclusive  that  all  is 
^^  to  proceed  with  a  clear  and  satisfied  mind,  and  eyes  open.  Mind  is  essentially 
nportant,  there  is  more  in  man  than  land,  world,  or  mere  universe.  The  mind  is  in 
^™*.  and  to  be  improved,  for  time  and  eternity.  It  is  not  excellent,  then  bad ;  that  is 
**«Kd.  The  bible  writers  were  actually  ignorant  of  the  analysis  of  mind.  In  writing 
^  work  we  draw  on  the  great  treasury  of  mind — ^the  store-house  of  rational  mind. 
It  might  as  well  be  said  that  the  human  body  was  to  be  destitute  of  clothing,  as  that  the 
"und  was  not  to  complete  its  own  improvement  by  the  unchangeable  laws  that  rule 
laoire.  M^iat  a  dangerous  state  of  things  would  rule  the  world  if  mind  did  not  now 
preponderate.  Look  at  the  despotism  of  peculiar  faith,  that  would  lay  this  world  in 
^^  if  not  governed  by  the  ruling  forces  of  mind.    Look  at  the  Mormons,  driven  from 
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State  to  State,  expelled  by  force  of  arms.  What  if  they  had  nuinerical  force  connected 
with  their  peculiar  social  position  ?  Would  not  the  world  soon  learn  by  the  motion  and 
power  of  that  force  ?  Peculiar  faith  rests  not  on  truth,  but  on  numbers  and  sophistry. 
Where  would  be  the  Christian  if  the  Mormon  had  his  millions  to  back  him  1  None 
such  rest  on  principles,  all  must  be  propagated  by  fraud.  This  is  now  the  time  of 
rational,  not  vassal  mind. 

Preconceived  notions  injure  the  world  when  they  do  not  accord  with  principles.  It 
is  only  rational  to  suppose  that  mind  is  created  as  God  created  it,  rather  than  it  was 

§ood,  and  that  it  fell  because  of  God's  rival,  the  devil.  In  the  first  is  proveable  to  a 
emonstration  that  the  devil  is  not  the  successful  rival  of  the  Creator  of  the  universe, 
and  that,  of  course,  he  never  caused  the  fall  of  mind.  •  The  party  who  conceived  of  the 
devil  had  not  the  capacity  of  complex  ideas,  as  the  free  agency  of  mind  destroys  all 
devils. 

It  is  the  imperious  duty  of  all  minds  to  investigate  all  important  science  before  the 
world,  and  above  all,  the  ^reat  enigma  that  they  have  made  of  mind. 

What  is  public  opinion  but  mind  set  in  thought  progressive  ;  a  tyrant  in  its  ignorance, 
but  a  blessing  in  its  wisdom  and  rationality  ?  Do  not  overtask  the  mind  by  the  mon- 
strosities of  its  perversions.  Mind  must  be  modest  in  declaring,  as  it  is  slow  in  pro- 
gress. Much  experience  is  necessary  to  verify  facts.  Investigate  nature,  not  adopt 
the  errors  of  preconceived  opinions,  no  matter  when,  how  and  where  recorded,  whether 
in  the  so  called  bibles  or  otherwise.  The  only  proper  record  is  in  the  universe.  Who 
will  act  traitor,  vassal  to  mind  ?  How  much  treachery  is  there  to  mind,  to  arrest  all 
justice  of  light  to  mind ! 

The  mind  is  originator  of  legitimate  motion  and  power,  if  mental  derangement,  that 
also  refers  to  physical,  moral  and  religious  derangement,  is  not  insidiously  introduced. 

Congratulate  yourselves  that  this  is  an  age  of  mind*8  presidency,  and  its  progressive 
lights. 

Mind  has  to  rescue  mind  out  of  its  state  of  ignorance. 

There  is  no  messiah  known  beside  that  can  act  if  honesty  be  consulted.  The  Crea- 
tor Almighty  is  the  head  of  mind,  to  be  enlightened  in  physics,  morals,  and  religion. 
Let  mind  obtain  a  mind-fund  or  capital,  then  it  evolves  the  whole  cabinet  of  its  own 
treasure.     Away  with  the  villifiers,  libelers  of  mind  and  God. 

Mind  is  beautifully  adapted  to  the  progress  of  God's  light,  revealed  in  endless  and 
ezhaustless  succession,  that  otherwise  would  require  an  endless  succession  of  inspiration. 

None  but  mind  can  fulfil  it  for  the  time,  and  the  whole. 

See,  now,  how  deficient  always  has  been  every  attempt  otherwise ;  eminently  proving 
man's  incapacity,  but  God's  perfection.  Mind  gets  truth  by  successive  inspirations  of 
genius  and  mind,  whereas  the  old  messiahships  become  obsolete  ia  the  light  of  science, 
and  state  false  pretences.  Any  other  revelations  are  so  extraordinary  that  it  is  not  safe 
to  mind  and  truth  to  rely  on  any  assertion  short  of  extraordinary  proof. 

The  only  evidence  of  divine  inspiration  is  mind's  appreciation  of  God's  works  by 
science,  and  by  its  own  progress  in  excellency  of  civilization.  The  potency  of  mind  is 
constantly  progressing,  with  each  end  the  means,  the  last  irradiating  the  preceding,  and 
enlarging  the  circum^rence,  enriched  at  an  exhaustless  mine. 

Electricity,  that  was  one  of  the  gods  of  ignorance,  becomes  obedient  to  the  action 
of  philosophy,  and  subject  to  the  laws  and  wisdom  of  science. 

Mind,  rightly  cultivated  and  directed,  permits  no  hopes  of  any  to  be  taken  away,  but 
gives  the  benefits  of  a  right  investigation.  Mind  ought  not  to  omit  any  of  the  legitimato 
demands  of  civilization  or  religionization. 

What  does  it  remain  to  this  age,  that  humbugs  are  actually  necessary  to  be  used  by 
mind  for  faith  ? 

Would  you  not  prefer  the  pure  deductions  of  mind  to  the  false  bible  that  gives  poison 
to,  along  with  its  other  matter?  The  mind  of  civilization  rejects  the  bibles  of  tradition 
of  dark  ages  ;  and  all  are  dark  with  superstition. 

The  reason  of  civilization  can  be  satisfied  with  what  is  rationally  satisfactory.  Mind 
has  a  birtli-right  claim  on  Deity,  provided  its  merits  are  adequate  for  safety.  Tho 
sophisticated,  morbid  state  of  feeling  and  of  mind  is  miserable.  Only  see  the  effects  of 
Moses'  legends  about  witches  and  ghosts ;  such  false  impressions,  made  by  peculiar 
education,  are  hardly  ever  eradicated  properly.  Well,  whence  did  they  emanate  but 
from  the  source  of  superstition.  That  same  fund  for  a  world's  morals,  the  bible,  gives 
it  its  worst  funds  of  superstition.  We  should  speak  all  the  time  of  consen^ation  of  mind, 
not  of  heart.  As  to  public  opinion,  we  want  none  short  of  a  comprehensive  and  philo- 
sophical view,  as  less  than  t*hat  is  what  is  made  of  bibles  of  tradition,  as  the  witch 
murders  were  those  of  public  opinion,  founded  on  the  false  position  of  such  bibles. 

It  is  mind  for  ever  that  gets  out  of  the  difficulty,  by  free  and  rational  discussion.     Do 
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dwajswbat  is  right,  practice  all  the  virtues  that  enlightened  mind  approves  and  requiree. 
Let  the  people  know  what  b  right.  Let  all  principles  govern  the  fallacy  of  bigotry 
and  sophistTy.  Lay  a  right  foundation.  The  mind  should  have  something  good  to  do. 
Mind  is  for  science,  science  for  morals,  and  morals  for  religion,  which  cannot  be  for 
less  thao  the  sonl's  immortality  and  happiness.  Mind  must  regard  all  social  improve- 
ments, as  those  of  public  virtue  and  independence.  The  blessed  virtue  of  patriotism, 
calls  for  all  the  legitimate  demands  on  the  world,  whilst  religion  invokes  those  for  eter- 
nity sod  the  universe.  We  recognise  improvement  by  the  advance  of  mind  in  cvery- 
tliiog,  but  old  obsolete  bigotry  and  its  expfositions. 

The  great  obligations  of  society  include  mind  all  the  time.  But  for  the  light  and 
iDspiiatioa  of  mind,  where  now  would  be  the  law  for  witches,  the  priestodracy,  and  all 
such  ?  Mind  must  become  wiser  and  better  every  moment,  or  not  exist  finally  in  the 
result  of  eternity,  that  commands  the  conservation  of  principles. 

Justice  and  virtue  require  the  advocacy  of  high-mindedness.  As  the  treasures^  of  tlie 
earth  are  developed  by  mind,  so  are  mind's  richest  purest  treasures  to  be  developed. 

Miod  is  the  true  and  only  inspiration  through  science  and  truth,  which  is  inspiration. 
As  mind  will  believe  the  errors  of  a  false  education,  the  truths  of  rational  education 
must  predomioate.  The  only  proper  dispensation  effected  in  tjibles,  is  the  covenant  of 
mind,  and  that  did  not  require  the  false  pretences  of  any  priestocracy. 

If  these  ancient  and  modern  blunderers,  stumblers  on  plain  even  ground,  had  appre- 
ciated a  complex  idea,  they  would  not  have  involved  themselves  in  these  absurdities.  In 
improving  mmd,  we  lay  proper  foundations  for-  all  other  improvements,  as  in  country, 
rsce,  law,  all  things  expedient,  and  learn  to  appreciate  with  just  knowledge,  the  utter 
worthiessness  of  lungs,  and  the  reckless  pretences  of  bibles  of  peculiar  faith. 

Mind  is  conservative  in  the  world's  imbecility. 

What  is  the  fatalism  of  Mohammed,  when  compared  with  the  free  agency  of  mind, 
that  monotheism  inculcates  ?  What  is  any  peculiar  faith  before  the  omnipotent  free 
agency  of  mind  1  What,  at  once,  may  we  say,  is  error,  compared  with  truth  ?  It 
takes  mind  cultivated  to  its  supremacy  of  rationality,  to  decide  rational  questions. 

Mind  is  the  mighty  lever  to  remove  popular  ignorance. 

How  much  injury  of  the  world  springs  from  the  sheerest  igrnorance  ?  The  mind,  next 
to  God,  shapes^  the'  policy  of  the  world,  that  should  be  based  universally  in  principles, 
to  meet  vital  difficulties,  and  secure  its  general  prosperity  and  happiness. 

What  are  all  local  superiorities  and  peculiar  notions  without  the  mind  of  science  ? 
Stay  not  back  the  value  of  potent  mind,  by  any  stay-laws  of  exploded  bibles  of  trddi- 
tioD,  the  veriest  trash,  not  fit  to  cover  the  shelf  of  an  honest-minded  conscience.  Many 
men  assume  to  know  much  more  than  cultivated  mind  recognises :  mind  must  coun- 
teract their  false  opinions.  Act  only  when  ready  by  mind,  and  be  very  prompt  to  be 
right 

All  the  actions  of  the  world  are  based  on  mind,  that  is  ever  addressed.  Hail,  rational 
messenger  of  truth. 

Mind  cannot  define  all  facts,. but  it  has  improved  progressively  in  its  ideas  of  God,  as 
science  advances  ;  hence,  its  rational  religion  has  improved,  and  must  become  perfect. 

Mmd  must  seek  correction  of  many  terms  obsolete,  from  the  ignorant  idea  that  in- 
troduced them. 

The  mind  when  disciplined  and*  practiced,  responds  to  the  pure  demands  of  civiliza- 
tion.   At  the  stem  with  principles,  it  steers  through  the  rocks  and  breakers  of  life. 

The  power  of  mind  is  to  move  the  whple  world  masses,  for  mind's  protection,  not 
<>ppres8ion. 

For  what  object  is  religion,  but  to  make  mind  act  to  the  highest  intrinsic  capacity  and 
calibre ;  no  system  hitherto  has  done  that,  for  all  declared  have  traduced  and  degraded 
ii>   The  character  of  mind  is  to  sustain  its  good  faith  to  the  world  without  any  oath. 

Perverted  minds  seek  to  make  an  apology  of  their  siruj,  by  a  non-entity,  the  deviL 
Why  continue  the  exploded  humbug  for  the  world's  strife  1  Is  not  robbery  of  God's 
Chutes  enough,  much  less  the  episode  of  such  fictions  ? 

Mind  should  oecome  the  constitutional  government  of  the  world.  Shall  the  agitators 
of  the  world  disturb  it,  by  the  inculcation  of  such  flagrant  evil  as  its  usurpation  ?  The 
true  analysis  of  mind  is,  what  is  needed  for  the  world?  The  brain  must  not  be  excited 
too  much  by  paltry  faith  ;  it  must  be  balanced  by  right  and  faithful  education.  Never 
let  yoor  God-gifted  mind  be  polluted  by  superstition  and  bigotry,  the  advocates  of  which 
have  traduced,  lowered  and  belittled  it,  and  have  made  it  dependent  on  the  veriest  trash 
on  earth. 

But  mind  establishes  the  world's  great  constitutional  rights,  that  world-intelligence 
that  is  spreading  over  all. 
Had  they  previously  prevailed  in  centuries  past,  there  had  been  much  less  of  the 
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world^s  bitter  wrongfs  that  have  convalsed  it.  Rational  education  must  guard  againrt 
the  fanaticism  of  the  human  mind. 

Beware  of  the  slavery  of  mind.  When  we  speak  of  the  difficulties  of  the  ancients, 
we  speak  of  the  difficulties  of  mind  unenlightened  and  uncultivated,  whether  pagan  or 
christian.  Without  mind  the  world  is  blank,  with  it  cultivated,  it  is  ail  that  God 
ever  intended. 

We  abjure  paganisms,  all  bibles  of  tradition,  all  that  is  in  antagonism  to  rational  mind, 
all  that  can  be  claimed  of  the  false  positions  of  Robespierre  and  all  his  confederates,  all 
that  is  not  mind  rational. 

Be  tender  with  the  human  mind,  as  it  may  be  crushed. 

If  the  world^s  history  was  exactly  written  by  the  spirit  of  truth,  mind  as  rational  as 
it  should  be,  how  different  would  much  of  it  appear !  Mind  cannot  ever  be  too  modestly 
and  rationally  cultivated,  or  aim  too  high,  when  by  peculiar  education  it  may  fall  too 
low. 

The  greatest  creation  God  ever  gave  is  mind,  that  over-ruleth  all  peculiar  faith,  that 
is  necessarily  false  ;  and  yet  there  are  no  miracles,  as  they  exist  only  in  the  ignonuice 
of  mind.  If  there  could  l>e  miracles,  they  would  be  what  the  works  of  the  universe  are. 
As  to  individual  perverse  mind,  where  is  the  mass  of  the  world-mind  ?  It  is  progressing 
better  and  better.  Who  but  God  elaborated  mind  ?  The  vassalage  of  mind  prevents 
conservative  revolutions.  Next  to  God  of  mind,  is  mind  itself.  This  world  is  indebted 
to  its  beauties  and  wisdom. 

It  was  mind  that  took  Columbus  across  the  ocean  to  this  new  continent,  compared  to 
ancient  civilization ;  and  that  caused  the  Americans  to  rise  from'  the  oppression  of 
tyranny  to  liberty. 

By  the  improvidence  of  mind  may  come  all  its  bankruptcy,  as  of  property,  character, 
&c.  The  peculiar  heaven  and  earth  have  been  moved  to  christianize  the  world,  and 
convert  it  to  its  peculiar  faith ;  but  all  will  not  do ;  they  cannot  usurp  the  fimctiona  of 
mind,  that  in  its  excellency  of  civilization  will  vindicate  itself  and  Gok]  its  author. 

Call  the  world  from  its  lowest  degradations  by  science  of  mind.  The  most  that  can 
be  accorded  to  all  sects  is,  that  they  helped  to  aid  by  general  mind,  when  not  perverted, 
but  then  how  could  that  be  ? 

The  functions  of  mind  or  sectarianism  are  two  different  things.  What  ruins  nations 
and  individuals  ?    Want  of  cultivated  intellect,  mind,  and  the  right  use  of  it. 

All  minds  should  be  taken  out  of  the  current  of  peculiar  education,  as  antagonistic 
to  their  best  interests  when  founded  on  principles,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  of  all 
the  errors  the  correction  of  which  ought  to  be  sought.  People  of  mind  must  regard  it 
the  means  to  rebuke  the  world^s  iniquities,  through  God^s  principles.  Is  life  to  be  a 
vulgar  existence,  in  abeyance  to  all  the  vulgar  impostors,  charlatans  of  mind  1  What 
less  than  mind  can  recall  vassal  cattle?  What  less  than  talents  can  make  this  world 
the  proper  embellishment  designed  by  God  ?  .       , 

And  what  is  it  tiiat  precludes  us  from  seeing  and  realizing  the  hidden  treasures  of  the 
universe,  that  would  give  greater  perfection  to  mind's  knowledge  and  wisdom  ?  It  is 
the  want  of  science  and  mind. 

We  have  to  resort  to  mind  to  make  exceptions  in  the  bible,  and  it  is  best  for  mind 
that  is  invoked  to  rule  in  its  own  right.  We  must  go  for  the  freedom,  as  purity  of 
mind. 

Mind  has  been  betrayed,  humbugged ;  the  worst  is  self-delusion.  The  prince  of 
characters  is  he  who  rules  circumstances  on  principles,  without  being  governed  by 
those  without  them.  The  great  principle  of  mmd's  right  cultivation  gives  the  right 
principles  of  logic,  proper  sense,  and  rational  science,  with  honest  intentions,  not 
obtained  by  mere  church  membership.  The  mind  under  peculiar  faith,  is  at  enmity 
with  God,  unless  regenerated  by  rational  religion.  The  history  of  the  world,  and  ab 
science,  eminently  proves,  and  that  most  conclusively,  that  mind  is  the  agent  through 
the  grace  and  spirit  of  God.  Mind  is  at  antagonism,  but  science  of  mind  teaches  the 
error.    What  was  it  that  elicited  our  noble  constitutional  government  ? 

Was  it  Christianity  1  She  who  had  been,  and  is  now,  prostituted  to  the  union  6f 
church  and  state,  from  the  days  of  Constantine,  the  emperor  ?  When  she,  as  all 
sacerdotal  despotism,  has  been  allied  to  all  absolutism  of  church  and  state,  bigots  must 
see  and  acknowledge  at  once,  that  it  was  mind.  But  churchmen  of  America,  aided  in 
that  revolution.  Not  as  churchmen,  but  as  lights^of  mind,  and  this  can  be  affirmed  of 
all  their  noble  deeds  throughout  the  world. 

We  wish  only  to  be  right,  not  in  error  against  an  iota  of  errorists.  The  mind  that 
seeks  the  conservative  revolution  of  the  world,  has  much  of*  its  unprincipled  baseness 
to  contend  with.  Mind  elevates  man's  situation  in  civilization,  puts  down  affected 
masters,  and  rouses  up  the  crushed  feelings  of  the  peon,  and  bids  him  be  a  man.     Only 
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mind  cultivated,  unravels  the  mighty  conTolutions  of  its  own  life  problem,  and  gives 
tbero  their  purest  solutions  to  bless  existence  temporal  and  eternal.  The  ancient  mind, 
u  ereo  that  of  the  Jews,  knew  not  God.  They  had  not  gone  far  enough  ;  had  not 
science  eooogh.  The  most  comprehensive  revelation  of  God,  is  to  mind,  by  his  crea- 
tion. Coltirated  mind  could  not  have  discovered  the  bible  of  tradition,  for  it  is  clearlv 
the  peculiar  work  of  the  priestocracy,  who  have  pretended  to  many  assumptions  inad- 
misnUe  oo  earth.  Mind  is  to  ehiliorate  its  own  good,  that  is  the  difference  with  the 
old  regime.    It  is  clear,  that  it  has  none  perfected  at  first. 

It  perfects  it  through  life,  as  far  as  mind  can. 

It  relies  on  God,  who  made  and  endowed  mind,  what  it  is.  All  the  object  of  instruc- 
tion and  culture,  is  to  teach  mind  to  think  rightly,  to  fill  its  blanks  and  complete  its 
miwion. 

Do  all  things  right  by  mind,  that  is  to  do  all  things  right  by  reason  and  religion.  Do 
not  complain  or  murmur  about  God,  much  less  libel  him,  and  if  things  be  not  right 
blame  your  own  agency,  and  redress  through  mind. 

Wiiat  causes  the  elevation  of  civilization ;  what  makes  the  world  flourish  ?  The 
right  direction  of  mind. 

To  overcome  the  various  difficult  antagonisms  of  obsolete  opinions  and  vain  customs, 
effete  notions  and  idle  pretences  of  faith,  a  conservative  revolution  must  be  accomplish- 
ed. A  moral  revolution  deferred  must  necessarily  produce  a  physical  one  surely,  or 
the  reverse,  both  or  worse.  Do  not  let  your  mind  run  into  sophisms,  that  have  pro- 
winced  the  sacrifice  of  human  victims.  What  is  the  slaveocracy  of  mind  ?  The  mass 
a  ilave  to  demagogues,  that  flourish  in  every  age  on  the  ignorance,  the  servility  of  the 
people,  who  decide  matters  still  by  custom  and  usage,  not  by  mind  and  exact  justice  to 
oiigioa]  thought.  We  are  all  identified  to  mind  in  all  the  departments  of  life,  action  by 
mind,  pleasure  or  pain,  hope  and  joy,  all  through  mind.  Mind  that  is  brutalized, 
degrades  itself  below  animals.  Mind  has  to  act  for  the  world ;  the  ancients  had  mind, 
bat  tbej  were  behind  in  science.  The  modems  who  adopt  peculiar  faith,  make  that 
^c  precedence  of  science  in  the  full  legitimate  comprehension.  Our  governmental 
untitotions  have  decided  much,  that  mind  must  take  precedence  of  peculiar  fiiith.  The 
faculties  of  the  mind  are  perverted  by  peculiar  education,  that  disturbs  the  just  relation 
of  society  and  deprives  the  world  of  its  best  rights.  Yet  what  are  we  not  to  think  of 
mind,  when  it  fixes  a  telegraph,  whose  electricity,  as  the  emanation  of  Deity,  out-travels 
time  as  measuring  the  earth's  motions  ?  But  alas,  there  are  two  conditions  and  classes 
of  minds,  the  one  exalted,  advancing ;  the  other  perverted,  retrograding,  going  down  to 
the  sinks  of  misery.  While  its  electric  telegraph  advances  before  time  the  earth's 
oodon,  and  the  time  may  be  when  it  will  be  diffused  as  means  of  intelligence  over  the 
einlixed  world,  and  hold  all  intelligence  in  close  and  rapid  union,  aiding  all  rational 
means  to  promote  one  universal  brotherhood,  that  mind  must  be  rational  to  tower  over, 
aodcomnand  itself.  What  an  achievement  mind-culture  bestows,  when  self-control  is 
attainable.  A  mind  well  matured  bv  culture,  bestows  the  only  practicable  equilibrium. 
ibd  is  for  universal  purposesp  Let  man  pay  due  respect  to  his  own  mind.  The 
DMnal  and  reUgioas,  as  intellectual  world  will  get  right,  if  there  be  no  counterbalancing 
peitorintions.  We  have  too  little  of  mind's  protection,  in  all  the  operations  of  life. 
mA  has  to  exert  itself.  Mind  must  seek  the  best  thought  and  ingenuity  with  wisdom, 
but  candor  and  firmness  to  avowal.  How  does  man  rise  superior  to  animals  ?  By 
Kffld  that  decides  his  superiority,  and  still  more  does  it  decide  for  him  among  races, 
^wing  with  power  and  potency.  Mind  alone  will  reduce  unprincipled  ambition,  that 
^  not  satisfied  with  the  whole  world,  to  its  proper  legitimate  position  of  noble  daring. 

It  is  difficult  to  appreciate  the  value  of  enlightened  mind.  Mind  is  to  enable  man  to 
'^nre  the  safest  position  in  life,  in  all  its  legitimate  matters ;  among  them  is  relision. 
Mini  has  to  trade  on  the  capital  of  the  world,  and  rescue  the  world  from  all  difiicuTties, 
i&d  a?ul  itself  of  all  practical  advantages  that  are  legitimate.  We  must  not  permit 
<>^fMlTes  to  be  cheated  out  of  our  rights,  therefore  we  must  prdsume  on  nothmg,  or 
^e  nothing  for  granted,  in  any  of  man's  mind's  professions,  llie  more  you  rationally 
<^Tate  Dund,  the  more  it  goes  against  mean  influences,  ghosts  and  witches,  dreams  and 
^laions,  moonshine  bibles.  So  fiir  from  waiting  on  the  moon  and  such  stuif,  agricultu- 
'^ms  will  act  when  ready ;  mind  that  is  rational  will  act  when  right. 
J  Mind-coltnre  teaches  to  best  regulate  ambition  on  any  excess  of  passion,  as  any  vio- 
iition  of  the  laws  of  nature  will  bring  signal  penally.  What  detraction  can  be  greater 
^  want  of  merit  ?  The  appropriate  conversation  is  one  of  the  great  funds  for  mind's 
iaprovement  on  rational  discussion. 

There  are  manv  mind's  so  constituted,  that  they  have  to  plumb  the  track  of  leaders. 
Hmd  most  so  regulate  the  world,  that  it  may  cause  it  to  rejoice  in  its  own  general  pro^erity. 
Mind  nuist  be  Me  to  scan  the  malign  advice  of  persons,  meanly  advising  far-sighted 
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but  selfish  measures,  to  benefit  themselves  but  not  the  undertakers.  The  wor1d*8  his- 
tory presents  this  !  Mind  gives  us  the  luxury  of  thinking,  and  genius  avoids  the  ir^m- 
mels  of  the  schools  and  bibles  of  tradition,  that  belittle  and  degrade  Deity — ^libel  him. 

The  social  parties  of  mind  cannot  be  those  of  peculiar  faith.  Mind  has  to  relieve 
the  world's  necessities,  counteract  its  oppression,  prevent  its  baseness.  We  must 
watch  all  the  time  the  functions  of  mind  and  time.  Mind  must  overcome  the  malign 
influence  of  passions.  Command  your  own  resources ;  your  own,  if  a  right  way,  through 
the  excellence  of  mind.     Without  the  best  use  of  mind,  the  world  may  use  voi  up. 

Break  all  the  fetters  and  bonds  of  mind  tliat  is  vassal.  Independence  alone  brings 
nations  and  individuals  to  their  senses,  for  the  triumph  of  mind,  whose  rights  must  not 
be  usurped,  whose  duty  must  not  be  violated.  The  proper  use  of  mind  under  favorable 
circumstances,  ought  to  render  most  possessors  rich  enough,  if  they  live  long  enough, 
at  least  independent. 

The  great  error  of  mankind,  is  in  not  using  mind  to  the  requisite  degree  of  analysis, 
not  looking  deep  enough  into  matters.  Mind  is  the  master  of  all  the  social  and  reU- 
gious  relations,  under  paramount  principles.  Command  circufhstances  by  mind,  as  far 
as  practicable,  otherwise  you  are  their  slave. 

Indulge  not  in  luxury  and  effeminate  ease,  if  you  seek  to  hold  intellectual  Tigor. 
Mind  must  counteract  the  intrigues  of  life.  The  little  brief  authority  is  always  rising 
up,  in  everjT  little  circle^.even  of  republicans.  Selfish  ambition  too  oflen  takes  prece^ 
dence  of  principle. 

It  is  time  that  mind  be  freed  from  its  trammels  and  proscriptions.  People  have  now 
learned  to  think  for  themselves ;  they  cannot  be  humbugged  much  longer.  All  tuition 
is  for  mind's  reflection  and  benefit ;  any  proposition  to  the  mind,  the  more  serious  the 
more  it  involves  reason  and  the  reasoning  powers,  of  course  ;  above  all  is  that  of  reli- 
gion. This,  of  course,  includes  good  faith,  as  this  is  belief  in  proper  testimony,  and 
nothing  less.  The  rational  religion  of  mind,  having  enlightened  conscience,  is  the  only 
thing  to  abolish  sectarianism — a  blot  on  the  human  mind,  martyrizing  public  opinion, 
and  botching  up  mind.  Mind  must  be  a  conservative  revolutionist.  We  must  arouse 
the  independent,  self-relying  mind.  Why  is  mind  alone,  not  self  and  free  agent  ?  How 
long  shall  the  world  be  in  abeyance  to  her  charlatans  and  botchers  of  mind  ?  The 
world  is  to  be  made  a  garden,  to  be  embellished  with  roses,  instead  of  mere  thorns  and 
thistles ;  to  supersede  the  slavish  padsions  of  ambition,  avarice,  lust,  and  intemperanre, 
by  virtues ;  war,  by  peace ;  ignorance,  by  philosophical  science ;  superstition,  by 
rational  religion.  Under  fraud,  mind  loses  its  self-respect.  The  world  is  only  to  be 
known  and  acted  on,  through  mind  that  is  its  own  agent. 

Mind  is  to  ^ive  us  independen'^e,  genius,  to  tower  over,  not  be  curbed  by,  ignoble 
brutes.     Nothing  is  valuable,  if  mind,  forethought,  and  forecast  do  not  preside. 

Mind,  inspired  with  truth  and  reason,  vindicates  God.  Thei^  rational  education  will 
instil  all,  that  can  enable  it  to  do  it  satisfactorily.  The  vassal  mind  can  be  made  to  do 
anything.  Mind,  when  serious,  cool,  and  calculating,  will  do  justice  to  itself,  and  can 
well  be  mixed  with  mind  ardent,  impulsive,  and  candid.  We  go  for  the  immense  moral 
power  of  intellectual  greatness.  We  must  go  for  a  strict  adherence  to  the  constitution 
of  mind  :  the  bible  of  tradition  presents  no  such  thing.  Why  do  people  govern  them- 
selves even,  without  forms  of  government  ?  Because  the  good  of  society  absolutely 
reauired  this,  as  necessary  to  be  done. 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  tyranny  of  public  opinion,  oppressive  to  free  and  enlight- 
ened inquiry  ? 

The  bible  of  mind  is  intended  for  the  bible  of  truth,  reason,  and  rightful  action.  To 
remove  most  of  the  supposed  evils  of  the  world  by  progress  of  light,  and  effect  of  the 
mighty  cause,  we  must  have  the  religious  crisis,  that  of  mind.  Remove  the  ignis  fatuus 
of  bibles  of  tradition,  then  mind  can  hew  out,  by  inherent  genius,  its  mighty  resolves. 
But  for  mind,  peculiar  faith  would  have  ruined  the  world  long  ago.  It  has  perverted  it 
for  thousands  of  years.  Once  upon  a  time,  martial  prowess  and  all  its  adjuvants,  necro- 
mancy, divination,  prevailed ;  but  now  rational  mind,  the  oracle  of  God,  inspired  by  true 
philosophical  science,  speaks  out  truly.  The  billions  rush  to  hear,  to  read,  to  heed,  at 
the  fountains  of  instruction  ;  the  world  becomes  wiser  and  more  virtuous.  For  what, 
as  responsible  moral  agents,  are  we  indebted,  but  to  mind,  that  has  to  operate  on  prin- 
ciples ?    Why  preach  at  all,  if  mind  be  not  addressed  ? 

The  resources  of  the  mind  are  to  be  elicited  by  mind  ;  that  must  be  sustained  on  the 
functions  of  its  means.  Do  rightly,  consult  mind,  act  intellectually,  not  be  crushed  to 
suicide,  when  principles  will  render  all  remedial  and  triumphant.  Giant  minds  now 
mould  and  direct  public  sentiment,  on  liberal  and  enlip:htened  principles.  The  differ- 
ence of  races  shows  the  value  of  mind.  Why  do  nations  perish,  if  not  from  want  of 
energy,  provision,  and  forecast  of  mind?     We  can  only  approach  the  holy  of  God 
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fhroogfa  mind,  not  the  priestocracy,  who  cannot  analyze  the  diBtinction.     The  mind 
ought  to  be  prepared  now,  by  right  cultare. 

Myriads  ignobly  conceal  their  right  opinions.  Mind  most  seek  tlie  triumph  of  mind, 
in  all  things.  We  should  never  neglect  the  blazing  and  brilliant  light,  in  diamond  mind, 
that  has  been  desecrated  for  thousands  of  years  to  the  most  unhallowed  purposes.  To 
become  the  gentleman,  the  ciyilized  man,  all  are  interested  in  best  restrictions,  to  gov- 
ern his  own  wayward  nature  best.  Mind  can  only  begin  the  elements  of  its  knowledge, 
and  its  existence.  Mind  is  now  indebted  to  mind.  Let  the  plain  proposition  be  stated 
of  all  things,  submitted  to  mind,  to  investigate  untranmieled  for  itself.  The  pure  and 
sacred  holy  functions  of  mind  have  been  invaded  and  usurped,  blasphemously  so.  Let 
mind  always  decide,  right  and  honestly. 

When  we  analyze  the  human  mind,  what  an  amount  of  influences,  actions,  impulses, 
and  mterests,  the  position  in  society  brings !  The  more  peculiar,  the  more  diflicult  for 
its  rights  to  be  maintained.  Mind  must  expect  one  conservative  revolution  after 
aaother,  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  existence,  till  the  mighty  problem  of  life  is 
solved.  The  maiss  of  the  people  is  very  curious  when  it  mistakes  doctrines  for  prin- 
ciples.   When  one  bolts,  mostbolt. 

The  wide  world  is  made  of  sectional  parties,  that  are  deeply  engaged  in  crushing  the 
rights  of  the  others,  not  in  maintaining  the  justice  of  their  own,  the  whole. 

The  right  universal  position  of  mind  is  to  receive,  at  all  times,  right  impressions,  but 
repel  all  false  pretences,  rites,  ceremonies,  fasts,  or  feasts. 

Mind,  not  messiahs,  had  the  mission,  whereby  universal  justice  and  action  are  done. 
Our  minds  are  created  aa  they  are,  to  improve  on  the  elements  of  right  impressions 
already  there,  proportionately,  as  rationality  is  developed.  Mind  is  not  equal  to  its  ca- 
pacity, from  peculiar  education,  aa  the  sophists  have  taken  possession  of  the  world  to  a 
great  extent     Justice  must  take  possession  of  them. 

The  greatest  power  of  mind  is  the  true  inspiration  of  genius,  that  cannot  be  too  highly 
cultivated  in  all  the  primary  blessings  of  rational  education. 

What  is  man  but  for  his  mind,  rationally  cultivated  ?  What  is  mind  but  for  the  soul  ? 
What  is  that  but  for  inmiortality ;  and  what  are  all  but  for  God  the  Creator  ? 

A  satisfied  state  of  mind  is  essential  to  happiness  ;  therefore,  one  should  make  up  his 
or  her  mind  to  be  practically  satisfied  with  the  world.  The  religious  contributions  of 
iocieiy  establish  that  position. 

Mind  proves  rational  religion — no  other  can  be  proved.  Mind,  and  that  cultivated  to 
its  proper  elevation,  is  the  only  protection  to  man.  It  is  his  holy  guardian  in  religion. 
It  was  by  mind  usurped,  that  all  the  councils  of  the  priestocracy  voted  in  their  bibles, 
Wing  first  thereby  manufactured  them.  Now  it  must  be  by  mind,  that  rational  educa- 
tion of  the  world  most  correct  all  that.  The  present  bigoted  sociality  changes  and  de- 
ranges the  mind's  noblest  sociality.  The  present  is  venial,  and  derogatory  to  mind's 
noblest  position  of  independence. 

We  must  not  forget  what  belongs  to  race,  as  gifl  of  organization,  and  the  endowments 
of  science,  that  aid  in  concurrent  reformation. 

The  mass  of  the  people,  if  senseless,  must  be  without  principles,  and  therefore  dan- 
gerous. 

The  world  has  grown  older  and  better,  as  mind  is  cultivated  which  civilizes  the 
world.  AH  the  means  of  mind-instruction  is  essential  to  this  result ;  consequently,  the 
fourth  or  last  age  has  just  been  commenced  to  this  elaboration. 

The  enlightened  mind  is  clearest  of  idolatry. 

Look  at  the  physical,  moral,  and  religious  condition  of  the  world.  Mind  has  to  ope- 
rate on  it  for  future  good  ;  hence,  its  liberal,  mocal,  and  intellectual  agency  is  requisite 
ud  undeniable.     As  free  agent,  the  mind  was  not  enlightened  by  science  at  first. 

When  a  man  leaves  the  sublimity  of  mind's  innocence,  he  has  the  degradation  of 
brutes,  and  may  be  assimilated  to  their  general  natures,  more  or  less  combined.  Mind 
must  recognise  the  merits  of  all  cases,  as  well  of  religion  as  of  science. 

When  mind  conmiences,  it  is  to  receive  impressions,  of  course  of  the  right  kind. 
The  object  of  all  rational  education  is  to  procure  the  highest  balance  of  mind.  How 
V?noniiniously  have  mind's  rights,  qualities,  and  powers,  been  overlooked  and  crushed ! 
How  was  Kurope  recovered  from  the  degradation  of  tho  dark  affes,  but  by  mind? 
What  has  put  America  before  the  whole  world,  in  the  true  principles  of  government, 
hot  mind  ? 

What  can  we  think  of  those  bigots  who  have  not  the  materials  or  elements  of  friend- 
ship, and  will  sacrifice  to  the  false  views  of  society  at  the  anxious  bidding  of  populari- 
ty, all  that  is  dear  and  sacred  to  mind  ?  The  facilities  of  postage  will  enable  the  trans- 
Buasion  of  much  improvable  means  by  mail,  to  reach  the  universal  wants  of  mind.  We 
have  gained  much  knowledge  considering  the  difiiculties  of  perverted  mind ;  how  much 
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more  would  it  not  be,  if  all  superstitious  faith  was  laid  aside,  and  the  mind  left  free  to 
act  rationally  ?  The  mind  is  not  left  free,  and  never  will  be,  till  rational  education 
liberates  it.  Mind  has  disregarded  religious  science  taught  by  God^s  works  and  word, 
as  in  his  edition,  not  man^s,  and  must  rely  on  rational  education.  The  supremacy  of 
mind  comes  into  play  everywhere,  for  the  best  good  of  the  world.  Let  this  be  menaced 
with  many  potent  elements  of  trouble,  yet  let  the  gifted  sons  of  earth  arise  superior  to 
all.  What  is  it  that  mind  must  not  take  hold  of  in  this  world  ?  All  that  genius  can 
invent,  mind  has  to  do.  Her  very  inventions  and  discoveries  excite  still  new  theatres. 
The  mighty  inventions  pertinent  to  navigation,  to  steam,  all  demand  further  protection 
of  mind.  The  fatal  collision  of  ships  and  steamers  at  sea,  in  night  fogs,  are  among  the 
first. 

Mind  should  ever  make  triumph  out  of  supposed  defeats.  All  proper  relative  allow- 
ances must  be  made  for  mind,  under  all  its  circumstances.  Should  a  steamer  have  ap- 
peared to  the  ignorant  ancients  without  any  intimation,  it  is  likely  that  they  would  have 
worshipped  it  for  a  god  ;  yet  the  ancients  made  some  great  discoveries. 

PHRENOLOGY  ACCORDING  TO  PHYSIOLOGY. 

But  what  is  mind  ?  It  is  not  the  mere  functional  action  of  the  brain — the  mental 
organ  as  known  to  mind  somewhat  analogous  to  the  appreciation  of  Deity  ^s  attributes 
through  the  universe,  but  it  is  some  element  with  functional  attributes.  The  mind  ana- 
lyst, Sien,  can  read  somewhat  of  mind's  characteristics  through  the  phenomena.  It 
may  perceive  the  individual  calibre,  and  some  of  its  qualities. 

One  of  the  best  results  is  the  appropriate  cultivation  of  the  various  organs  to  benefit 
individually,  socially  and  universally.  Beware  of  mind's  abuse.  No  overworked  mind 
should  destroy  the  brain,  by  severe  intense  action  thereon. 

The  overworked  mind,  of  authors  especially,  breaks  down.  Southey,  Scott  and 
others  prove  this  most  sadly.  When  mankind  resort  to  stimulus,  as  opium,  they  may 
become  its  slaves,  to  the  rum  of  health,  principles  and  character. 

Night  watching  and  study  may  be  deeply  injurious.  The  best  position  in  life  is  to 
have  a  well  balanced  mind  properly  directed  in  well  balanced  physical  and  mental  labor, 
to  secure  the  best  safety  for  mind  and  body,  to  counteract  the  various  passions  and 
emotions,  as  grief  and  fear,  that  affect  the  nervous  system. 

Fortunately,  a  necessary  abstraction  of  mind  by  natural  causes  prevents  mack  injury 
that  the  possessors  are  not  aware  of. 

Before  genius  lays  aside  her  wand,  let  her  inquire  if  the  felon  monopolists  of  the 
world  are  still  holding  the  people's  mind  Vrights  in  abeyance,  and  let  her  properly  direct 
the  best  organs  to  counteract  them. 

The  organ  of  consoientiousness  is  one  of  the  noblest  in  the  whole.  That  of  firmness 
is  next  to  that  of  conscientiousness ;  cultivate  both  organs,  as  well  as  the  intellectual, 
with  the  intensest  care,  as  the  best  conservatives  of  mind's  purity,  innocence,  great- 
ness and  magnanimity.  These  important  organs  have  a  protective  influence  over  man's 
noblest  character,  and  promote  the  ultimate  designs  of  Deity  ;  but  what  organ  of  the 
mind  can  be  legitimately  neglected  ? 

The  world  must  be  put  on  the  basis  of  conservative  revolution  by  mind,  as  it  needs  a 
high-minded  independence  to  make  the  purse-proud  and  money-power  loving  and  usurp- 
ing know  their  places.  The  world  needs  to  be  satisfied  in  mind,  and  should  be.  Re- 
spect what  cultivated  mind  enjoins,  not  to  stifle  its  rights,  but  let  it  possess  the  benefit 
of  rational  education. 

The  most  extraordinary  thing  in  the  world  is,  that  the  world  should  prostrate  itself 
for  the  benefit  of  cliques  and  despotisms  ;  but  it  is  even  so.  Where  is  rational  mind  ? 
Will  it  never  learn,  and  assert  its  rights  1  Mind  should  not  remain  imbecile  and  help- 
less, but  must  rise  on  its  own  exertions.  All  matters  in  the  world  have  direct  reference 
by  the  wisest  design  to  the  whole  world,  which  mind  masters.  Mind  cheats  itself  worse 
than  the  world  cheats  it.  Some  minds,  no  matter  the  calibre,  without  education,  ra- 
tional of  course,  cannot  reacfi  their  elevation.  With  peculiar  education  the  best  minds 
are  warped  like  crooked  guns ;  no  matter  the  calibre,  they  dare  not  shoot  straight,  can- 
not get  over  the  defects  of  sophistry.  With  rational  education,  all  rational  minds  can 
trade  properly  on  the  world  s  rational  capital.  Now  all  peculiar  faiths  trade  on  the 
capital  of  rational  religion,  and  most  ungratefully  deny  it.  They  act  by  aid  of  mind, 
and  corrupt  it.  The  legitimate,  pure,  chaste  taste  of  refined  mind  begets  rational  reli- 
gion, and  nothing  else.  If  God  never  created  evil,  as  he  did  not,  what  then  must  be 
mind's  perversions.  Mind  must  look  rightly  at  the  great  world-capital.  The  only 
aristocracy  is  that  of  mind,  embellished  in  its  noblest  intrinsic  virtues  and  magniuiimi- 
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Cy.  The  wisest  actions  of  cultivated  and  refined  mind  are  needed  to  meet  the  mighty  fluc- 
tuations of  eotttingences  in  the  worid.  Who  can  come  u]^  to  the  noble  reqoiidtions  ot 
mind  1 

Mind  is  the  holy  conservation  of  the  Creator ;  therefore  let  not  the  priestocracy  pro- 
fane, polhile  or  corrupt  it. 

A  proper  cultivation  of  mind  will  decide  nothing  in  favor  of  pride,  but  all  for  higb- 
mifldedness.  The  world  should  beware  of  vulgar  extravagance,  enervating  luxury, 
and  the  foibles  of  pride  and  vanity  to  keep  up  appearances,  that  may  keep  out  independ- 
eoce.  To  appear  gorgeous,  one  may  make  himself  miserable.  The  only  real  aristo- 
cracy of  the  world  is  tluit  of  mind,  and  itself  measured  by  the  world-benefit  and  patriot- 
ism it  prodnces. 

The  real  sovereignty  of  mind  bespeaks  the  noblest  intellectuality.  In  regard  to  the 
rejection  of  all  untruths,  the  bible  among  them,  a  plain  honest  duty  is  before  the  world- 
miDd.    The  rational  world-fund  is  for  talents,  genius,  mind  successfully  employed. 

Bat  mind  alone  will  not  do,  when  we  come  to  consider  the  real  intention.  Rational 
mind  is  the  very  thing,  having  the  soul  and  emotions. 

They  who  seek  to  bind  mind  to  the  bible  of  tradition,  do  the  rankest  injustice  to  the 
mind  of  mankind.  The  motto,  never  give  up  any  thing  rational,  will  bnng  the  wori4 
to  its  sublime  rationality.  What  is  not  rational  on  earth  to  mind  is  to  be  avoided.  Pe- 
culiar faith  is  not  rational. 

The  world  will  necessarily  bow  to  the  majesty  of  intellect,  the  aristocracy  of  mind, 
that  most  rule  out  all  the  vassal  impositions.  The  debt  of  parentage  and  country  is  to 
promote  the  noblest  good  to  the  ^atest  number  by  rational  education.  When  this  it 
done  to  the  world,  religion,  that  is  put  far  behind  the  progress  of  constitutional  govern- 
ment, even  in  America,  that  now  ought  to  be  its  equd  and  certainly  must  precede,  is 
made  to  be  in  abeyance  to  the  odious  political  capital  of  peculiar  faith,  ratriots  and 
statesmen,  sages  and  philosophers,  do  not  permit  it  any  longer.  Even  God  does  not 
make  mind  vassal,  when  he  nobly  endowed  it  with  moral,  intellectual  free-agency, 
nnder  the  wise  limits  of  creation ;  how  then  can  even  an  autocrat  do  it  ? 

THE  MIND  OF  INFANTS. 

Childrbn  have  the  most  pure  and  unadulterated  minds,  the  reflection  of  Deity,  and 
vk  for  the  duty  and  purity  of  mind's  action  and  right  education. 

The  best  impression  of  mind  is  already  there  in  Sie  purity  and  innocence  of  its  capa- 
city, identified  with  their  creation  and  bfrth-right  for  the  wisest  and  best  purposes. 

The  world  is  fully  interested  in  its  preservation,  and  must  exert  all  to  spare  the  spoli- 
ation of  such  a  noble  gift,  that  has  the  most  exalted  innate  faculties. 

Wisdom  and  purity  are  enlisted  to  prevent  its  being  despoiled  for  false  gods,  pretences, 
powers,  and  misehible  emoluments,  that  lay  waste  the  fairest  portion  of  God's  creation. 

The  world  is  deepest  interested  in  seeing  that  such  mind  is  not  polluted  by  ideas  re- 
volting to  reason  and  God,  nor  fall  short  of  the  fund  that  protects,  defines,  and  renders 
bappy. 

The  consolation  on  one^s  death-couch  will  be  sustaining  as  one  of  the  best  in  lifers 
annals,  to  uphold  the  helpless  and  innocent  mind,  incapable  of  defence,  against  the  diffi- 
ealties  and  conflicts  of  a  wrong  faith  or  position. 

If  sectarian  that  faith,  no  matter  how  fanciful  and  richly  painted,  it  will  be  hopeless, 
ud  the  inherent  expectations,  however  high  wrought,  will  and  must  have  an  end  ere 
long,  in  the  universal  power  of  the  one  living  God,  who  looks  alone  to  mind  and  reason. 
Of  what  moment  will  it  be,  to  convert  to  an  evanescent  doctrine,  that  must  perish  before 
the  bright  light  of  truth  ? 

Children  become  the  citizens  of  the  world,  to  labor  for  the  great  ends  of  their  Crea- 
tor and  his  true  glory,  not  as  apostates  for  men^s  vain  glory  and  dying  pretensions. 

Theirs,  rightly  nurtured,  will  be  a  true  fame,  and  is  a  mighty  power,  to  shield  souls 
in  safety  by  rectitude  of  mind. 

Look  to  its  principles,  and  invoke  their  best  truthful  tuition,  and  leave  the  balance  to 
niind,  that  is  accountable  for  its  own  choice. 

The  infant  mind  must  be  taught  self-independence  to  look  alone  to  itself,  for  its  own 
iccountability  on  the  best  performance  of  its  whole  duty. 

Let  mind  be  most  liberally  cultivated  by  rational  education,  that  it  may  elicit  its  own 
glorious  salvation  from  its  own  richest  funds,  with  a  freedom  that  is  lovely,  and  a  wis- 
dom that  is  full  and  comprehensive  of  God's  magnificent  purposes  of  creation. 

Such  mind,  if  put  right,  will  honor  the  true  God,  seek  the  true  way,  and  be  a  true 
follower  of  true  religion. 
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How  difficult  is  it  to  eradicate  false  conceptions  of  peculiar  faith,  when  once  estab- 
lished :  the  noble  mind  should  not  be  misled  for  priestocracy,  sordid  lucre,  and  false 
systems  of  faith,  that  truly  analyzed,  are  abominable  and  demoralizing  superstition  and 
false,  senseless  worship. 

Let  mind  be  truly  and  nobly  enlightened,  that  it  may  not  miss  the  way  that  the  purest 
inspiration  leads.  There  is  a  right  and  wrong  way  as  different.  Both  cannot  be 
right. 

A  right  cultivation  rightly  directs,  as  a  plain  sig^n-board,  and  has  an  unmistakable 
stamp,  that  no  mortal  can  put  thereon. 

The  other  is  necessarily  counierfeit. 

Whoever  have  been  taught  wrong,  should  not  persist  in  the  error  of  their  ways,  but 
rectify  their  errors  by  the  light  of  Sieir  reason  and  philosophy,  the  shortest  expression 
of  proper  sense,  and  then  they  shall  stand  amid  the  wisest  and  trustiest  of  the  land. 
How  accursed  are  those  that  mislead  the  mind  of  the  innocent  to  wrong  faith,  no 
matter  the  object,  but  especiaUy  the  bigot,  the  sectarian,  and  all  that  deny  to  God  his 
just  sphere  and  attributes. 

The  proper  education  and  cultivation  of  mind  from  infancy  to  manhood,  or  mind^s 
full  maturity  in  the  world's  school,  are  to  give  the  right  direction  and  the  genuine 
bullion,  that  each  possessor  can  fashion  by  his  or  her  own  taste  and  genius,  to  the 
highest  elevation  in  refined  civilization. 

It  is  to  teach  all  to  act  aright  under  all  untried  circumstances,  knowingly  and  satis- 
factorily, to  escape  the  wiles  and  duplicity  of  sophistry,  that  ever  takes  her  advantages, 
the  counterfeit  of  truth. 


THE  MIND  OF  YOUTH 

Is  to  be  trained  to  eschew  flattery  and  sophistry,  and  to  speak  boldly  and  candidly 
the  truth  in  all  its  comprehensive  bearings,  when  necessary  for  public  good.  It  must 
have  sound  principles,  the  best  guide  for  life  and  correct  faith,  whatever  that  faith 
maybe. 

Nothing,  then,  can  be  withheld  in  the  compass  of  its  whole  duty,  through  craftship, 
or  iiiiy thing  uader  the  power  of  the  Creator,  to  invalidate  or  control  its  first  and  con- 
stant perocjtiion  of  its  duty. 

Yuuth^'B  [itind  is  to  be  moulded  according  to  its  mental  quality  and  inherent  calibre, 
and  come  weal  or  wo  to  sects  and  denominations,  truth  must  be  adopted.  Truth  begets 
truth,  whUst  njophistry  begets  sophistry.     The  progeny  must  be  like  the  parents. 

Faratnuiint  truths  should  never  be  withheld  from  the  world  from  paramount  reasons, 
as  the  best  und  purest  should  be  given  as  the  portion. 

Accursod  be  that  tuition  that  leads  to  untruths,  for  perjury  and  corruption  of  the 
people  have  liad  their  foundation  at  the  same  time. 

All  youths  should  have  an  independent  mind  fostered,  to  overcome  sectarian  views, 
thai  have  been  propagated  by  tradition  recorded,  as  if  book  sophistry  was  any  the  less 
sophistry,  and  bibles  were  less  fables,  when  fables  and  legends  were  their  foundations, 
aitd  iUilh  any  less  than  blind  credulity  resting  on  them. 

What  c-arifLOt  stand  the  tests  of  mind,  the  analysis  of  truth,,  be  it  covered  with  the 
^iXvm  lot:ba  of  old  age,  or  the  cobwebs  of  past  ages,  is  unworthy  of  mind^s  respect. 

Truth  only  is  to  be  reverenced  by  youth  in  faith. 

THE  MATURED  MIND  AND  SOUND  JUDGMENT. 

DoKS  educated,  cultivated,  and  enlightened  mind,  hesitate  at  its  best  good  1 

Does  such  mind  fear  man  rather  than  God  ? 

Such  mind  easily  sees,  when  abstracted  from  all  the  malign  influences  too  potent  in 
blind  credulity,  thut  tbft  present  state  of  peculiar  faith  of  the  world  is  most  accommo* 
datiug  atid  creduloa^,  that,  adopts  much  of  absurd  and  contradictory  traditions,  no  matter 
from  what  source* 

Surh  mind  must  see  that  aU,  when  reduced  to  reason,  and  tried  faithfully  by  her  tri- 
bunai,  aro  dissipaU^d  like  mist  before  the  meridian  sun. 

Such  mind,  triunij>hant  in  its  intrinsic  sagacity  will  aver  most  satisfactorily,  that 
there  ia  no  supreme  reverence  due  to  any  but  to  the  Creator.  That  whenever  mortals 
violate  corrci^t  principlts,  their  claim  to  mind's  respect  is  cut  off,  on  the  rightful  policy 
of  truth  and  self-preservation.  All  wise  minds  will  ever  try  all  things,  without  excep- 
tiOO|  by  analysis  and  analog,  reason. 
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If  any  exception  be  maide,  no  matter  in  what,  religion  or  any  inTalnable  sabject,  then 
the  posiUoD  is  blind  faith,  dishonest  and  stupid  in  fulL 

>(o  enlightened  mind  can  be  spell-bound  by  any  irrational  faith,  as  it  will  always  de- 
nand  that  aU  faith  and  all  testimony  be  submitted  to  reason  and  truth.  HencO)  faith, 
no  matter  what,  is  worthless,  unless  substantiated  on  this  basis  of  rationality. 

The  practice  of  the  world  is  to  test  all  others  by  such  standard,  if  forced  to  assume 
honesty. 

Neither  Deity  nor  duty  can  be  appreciated,  except  through  the  agency  of  eultiyated 
mind. 

The  appropriate  mental  fund,  matured  in  the  richness  of  its  own  innate  greatness,  ri* 
pens  a  plentiful  haryest  of  native  iudependence,  that  divests  mind  of  feudal  vassalage, 
confines  best  to  the  strict  limits  that  virtue  creates,  and  avoids  all  the  torturing  penalties 
vf  vita)  errors,  the  most  dangerous  under  the  licentious  away  of  ignorance  and  vice. 

The  conclusive  bearing  of  all  these  views,  leads  ail,  with  ample  and  just  confidence,  to 
certain  definite  and  ennobling  results,  that  give  the  best  independence  and  consolation. 
The  paramount  duty  of  enlightened  reason  arises  therefrom,  to  refine  humanity  with  all 
the  graces  of  civilization,  adorn  her  with  all  the  courtesies  of  life  that  can  bless  mind ; 
to  liberalize  the  soul  in  its  stateliest  capacity,  not  only  avoid  all  the  results  of  equivocal 
character,  in  daily  intercourse  with  the  world,  but  to  do  most  positive  good  to  the  great- 
est extent  and  number,  and  refer  to  the  most  certain  and  authentic  genuine  Author  of 
all  good. 

He  that  views  his  duty  and  his  secret  professions  aright,  must  not  waver,  doubt,  or 
defer  the  right  action,  at  Uie  right  time. 

Man  must,  then,  do  his  part  dutifully  and  most  faithfully,  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  Him  who  thus  announces  and  secures  the  correct  position. 

THE  DIVINE  RIGHTS  OF  MIND  THAT  IS  OP  THE  PEOPLE,  THE 
ONLY  ONES  ON  EARTH. 

All  children  should  learn  to  think,  and  speak  the  truth.  But  how  can  they,  under 
this  ignoble  regime  of  absolutism,  conceived  most  cunningly,  for  the  good  of  the  vulgar 

Eretences  of  those  mastering  the  divine  rights  of  the  people  ?  Rational  popular  nund 
y»  the  foundation  of  the  people^s  future  usefulness  and  character.  They  can  then  re* 
Aeci  the  greatest  of  all  legacies,  the  principles  of  mind,  on  the  past  and  the  future,  on 
parents  and  posterity. 

All  good  states,  the  whole  world,  will  be  the  mighty  gainers. 

This  is  what  rational  religion  inculcates,  all  the  time.  All  proper  physical  and  men- 
tal development  must  be  prinnoted  ;  how  can  that  be,  if  peculiar  faith  bigotry  dwarfs 
and  warps  the  mind  by  its  peculiar  sophistry.  All  sound,  rational  minds  should  have  a 
proper,  rational,  scholastic  education,  and  all  should  choose  or  be  apprenticed  to  profes- 
sions, trade,  or  business,  as  far  as  expedient  or  necessary,  to  maintain  that  healthy  exist- 
ence that  nature  requires,  or  that  independence  that  social  virtues  adorn. 

No  children  can  be  sectarian,  without  pretending  earthly  leaders  mislead,  or  they  per- 
vert themselvee  from  sinister  motives,  at  this  present  age. 

The  numerous  oppositions  of  sectarians  affecting  divine  faith,  to  the  genuine  faiUi, 
can  speedily  die  out,  if  peculiar  faith  be  not  inculcated  prematurely  in  mind  of  youth, 
aod  made  a  part  of  the  curses  of  sectarian  education. 

Let  no  tender  mind  be  reared  in  fanaticism,  social,  moral,  or  religious,  that  separates 
the  world  with  unsuitable  antagonism. 

^Vhat<are  all  bibles  and  their  teachers  worth,  that  conmiend  the  sUvish  doctrine  of 
diTine  rights  of  absolutism,  for  the  only  divine  rights,  those  of  the  people.  To  whom 
ahoold  freemen,  enlightened  in  their  government,  resort  for  tuition  in  religion  ?  Surely 
not  to  any  that  show  a  vesti^  of  absolutism. 

Mind,  that  has  obtained  its  dignity  by  the  principles  of  freedom  in  its  own  funda- 
mental institotions,  should  never  place  itself  in  abeyance  to  the  enslaved  mind  of  any 
country,  degenerated  by  her  luxury  and  overwhelmed  by  her  imbecile  faith. 

The  peo^e  of  the  ancient,  or  monarchical  world,  were  and  are  miserably  enslaved,  by 
its  priestocracy,  in  horriUe  superstition,  and  cannot  give  its  peculiar  faith  to  the  free  of 
America,  when  all  is  condemned  by  truth. 

Religion  is  in  proportion  to  national  elevation,  intellectual  and  moral  civilizsjtioii. 
America  should  exact  the  true.  She  should  seek  to  diffuse  the  true  light,  that  the 
ntains  of  superstition  on  mind  in  every  past  age  may  be  obliterated. 

It  is  due  to  freedom  of  government,  to  secure  full,  pure  freedom  of  faith,  seen  in  za- 
tlofial  reUgioii. 
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The  mighty  power  of  the  people  should  participate,  in  all  rightful  attributes. 

Prospects  may  have  been  most  gloomy,  as  those  of  freedom^s  past  revolutions^  bal 
the  result  was  most  brilliant,  for  continents  and  the  world. 

The  most  liberal,  rational,  and  just  deportment,  procures  the  best  results  to  all  the 
world  in  general.  Freemen,  have  you  esteemed,  valued,  and  availed  yourself  of  your 
noblest  liberty,  nrivileges,  and  rights,  in  all  the  attainable  points  of  life? 

Have  you  helped  to  put  down  ignorance  and  error,  repulsed  bigotry,  dispelled  super- 
stition, and  overcome  sophistry  1 

Have  you  sustained  the  defence  of  nature's  rights,  on  her  free  and  lofty  principles? 

The  world  has  ever  been  overrun  by  vile  and  degraded  demagogues,  thirsting  for 
power  and  self-interest,  reckless  of  consequences ;  ready  with  their  trainband  vassals 
and  retainers,  to  swear  to  any  and  everything  base  and  perjured,  in  order  to  succeed. 

In  injuring  mankind,  we  seek  to  injure  their  Creator.  To  do  justice  to  principles,  we 
must  comprehend  the  whole  relations  to  their  Author. 

SOCIAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  DUTY  OF  MAN,  TAUGHT  BY  MIND  AND 
TIME.    THE  FAITHFUL  OPERATIONS  OF  MIND. 

Man  must  look  faithfully  and  wisely  all  the  time  into  the  operations  and  functions  of 
mind,  as  their  character  alone  safely  guides  to  correct  and  profitable  conclusions,  essen- 
tial to  vital  benefit  and  immortal  happiness. 

Man  seeks  the  reward  of  his  merit,  in  the  various  grades  of  its  worth.  He  clearly 
has  to  abide  the  penalties  of  demerit. 

As  certainly  as  virtue  that  is  the  practice  of  correct  principles  is  rewarded  on  prin- 
ciples, in  her  various  attributes  abundantly  on  this  earth,  too  plainly  for  the  eye  of 
philosophy  to  mistake,  if  principles  be  faithfully  taken  into  the  whole  account,  in  action 
and  estimation,  so  surely  has  vice,  which  is  a  violation  of  the  certain  laws  of  creation 
relatively  to  strict  religion  to  God,  and  social  duty  to  man,  to  sustain  undeniable  penal- 
ties for  violation  of  such  inherent  principles*that  vindicate  themselves  to  assert  the 
supremacy  of  their  author,  who  is  pure,  perfect  and  ahnightr. 

Those  principles  then  become  universal  laws  for  all.  In  the  progress  of  time,  a 
more  correct  knowledge  of  principles  that  are  inherent,  the  growth  of  centuries  matured, 
as  philosophical  science  was  developed,  and  man's  highest  duty,  as  his  own  best  self- 
preservation  socially  and  individually  requires  their  most  faithful  observance,  and  is  the 
promotion  of  their  future  eminence  and  elevation. 

It  is  individually  or  in  mass,  that  organic  principles  apply,  and  they  decide  authori- 
tatively for  mind's  best  good,  if  it  act  Sie  part  of  true  and  enlightened  wisdom. 

The  mind's  powers  were  developing  from  age  to  age,  each  reflecting  circles  more  or 
less  enlarged,  till  they  burst  forth  in  development,  in  more  universal  good  and  liberal 
progress. 

Minor  lights  had  glinmiered  in  the  vastness  of  space  and  remote  obscure  durations 
of  time,  till  master  fires  were  enkindled  in  various  mighty  revolutions ;  then  it  was 
that  the  greater  luminaries  were  conspicuous,  and  their  beams  beneficially  effulgent, 
until  now  the  whole  series  begin  to  be  irradiated,  and  blind  is  the  mind  that  will  not 
see,  stupid  its  constitution,  that  will  not  discard  irrational  superstition. 

The  mighty  functions  of  mind  and  time  co-operating,  have  taught  men  to  think  syste- 
matically, and  respect  principles  that  they  cannot  now  overlook,  as  tending  to  the  great 
ends  of  the  Creator. 

System  that  bespeaks  science,  finally  brings  man  to  know  and  record  his  proper  codes 
of  ethics,  most  essentially  important  and  absolutely  necessary,  and  seeing  their  com- 
prehension in  the  world's  wide  theatre  to  an  endless  eternity,  mankind  is  better  enlisted 
to  the  proper  performance  of  all  duties  to  God  and  man.  The  world,  whose  large 
majority,  unless  perverted  by  habit,  is  disposed  to  act  up  to  its  rights,  seeks  to  know 
them  rightly,  to  perform  them  appropriately. 

None  but  bigots,  cowards  and  blockheads  are  afraid  of  science  in  theology  and  in  all 
matters. 

In  the  morning  of  his  days,  man  enters  the  beautiful  edifice  of  his  existence  ;  inno- 
cence supplies  the  place  of  severer  science,  and  throws  the  mantle  of  its  noble  protec- 
tion over  his  halcyon  moments.  His  mind  realizing  the  benefits  of  reason,  leads  him 
finally  to  the  conception  and  exercise  of  its  best  functions ;  good  habit  secures  the 
certain  results  of  his  duty,  and  patient  perseverance  joined  to  true  confidence,  rational 
fSuth,  arising  from  true  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  his  nature,  give  him  a  triumphant 
yital  career. 

Perfecting  sound  science  by  seeking  true  wisdom,  it  becomes  all  men  to  test  by  ex- 
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perience,  vMeh  is  testing  light  of  miod  by  time,  his  whole  position,  and  dedaies  tiie 
manly  inteodoa  of  being  wiser  in  future.  Mind's  first  and  last  duty  ever  points  to  its 
Creator  and  attributes. 

CONVERSION. 

This  is  claimed  to  be  a  change  or  a  new  birth,  in  a  second  human  nature.  Now  can 
there  be  any  change  but  by  light  of  mind,  that  comes  by  rational  education  3  When  is 
Che  victory  for  individual  mind,  in  the  whole  world  ?  It  must  embrace  conservative 
principles,  otherwise  it  has  an  uncertain  tenure  of  elements  dangerous  and  suicidal. 

Religion  then,  is,  when  deciphered,  mind  yielded  up  by  reason  into  the  embraces  of 
soul  and  emotions,  but  all  must  be  under  the  conmiands  of  mind's  highest  and  soundest 
duty.     Religion  is  the  true  expansion  of  the  human  rational  mind. 

Without  this,  the  world  is  strange,  because  perversion  of  mind  perverts  it  or  makes 
it  strange. 

Religion  then,  sets  the  proper  seal  oo  mind. 

Where  is  the  limit  to  any  doctrine  adopted,  but  reason  ?  Can  you  as  a  good  and  tnie 
citizen,  exclude  mind's  best  friend,  reason  ?  You  may  afiect  spiritualization,  enthusi- 
asm, ecstacies  endorsed  by  feelings,  zeal,  devotion  to  martyrdom,  but  all  must  be  tested 
by  reason  and  Monotheism. 

Tlie  perverted  world  can  get  up  any  creed  of  any  peculiar  faith,  but  for  reason,  all 
the  time  mind's  protector.     But  reason  may  mislead. 

Reason  as  all  others,  must  be  ruled  by  the  universal  standard,  to  be  right  But 
reason  has  been  rejected  by  faith. 

Now  we  see  where  priests  have  misled  us,  where  we  and  the  world  are. 

Faith  and  reason  are  two  great  principles  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  cannot  possibly 
chsh.    The  clashing  is  all  from  mind's  perversion. 

Faith  has  superseded  reason,  and  of  course  faith  of  all  kinds  we  have  with  a  ven- 
seance. 

The  world  pays  the  expiation  of  all  this  treachery  to  God  and  reason,  by  billions  of 
hnmanity  sacrificed  on  faith's  bloody  altars. 

Hbw  can  we  thus  erect  enlightened  public  opLiion,  that  is  the  supreme  ruler,  as  high 
as  n»D  can  go  ?    It  is  hid  under  faith's  sneaking  pretensions. 

There  are  some  inhumane,  almost  lost  to  all  conventional  rules  of  society.  What  of 
that? 

The  bigot  in  peculiar  faith  is  apt  to  be  a  brute  in  friendship,  ungrateful  and  stupid. 

Have  you  ever  analyzed  human  nature,  the  world  ? 

Were  yoa  always  in  affluence,  so  as  to  look  at  the  sunshine  only,  and  not  at  the 
shade? 

Why  is  there  education  of  mind,  if  entirely  and  absolutely  a  free  agent  ?  It  is  to 
giTe  it  comnmnd  of  circumstances  of  creation,  the  universe.  To  do  so,  the  soul  has 
to  perform  its  nniverse-solution  problem. 

To  train  and  evolve  rightly  the  affections  along  with  the  intellect,  the  mind,  with  all 
its  appropriate  functions,  is  the  work  of  the  most  comprehensive  education.  But  let 
the  ({ueotion  be  fairly  stated.  Reason  that  operates,  if  perverted  by  malign  effect,  with 
valid  perrerstofi  on  society,  is  to  possess  its  equilibrium  on  all  just  educational  princi- 
ples, to  do  justice  to  mind  and  Creator,  When  the  question  of  the  judiciary  is  asked, 
is  the  culprit  insane,  or  of  responsible  mind,  the  full  amount  of  free  agency  under  the 
circumstances  of  its  education  is  admitted.  Free  agency  of  mind  implies  a  liberty  of 
will  and  choice  with  a  becoming  knowledge,  to  insure  a  proper  responsibility. 

When  the  soul  governs  adverse  circumstances,  that  is  what  a  right  rational  educa- 
tion is  for,  to  be  the  true  director  of  reason.  An  enlightened  free  agency,  resulte  from 
fte  religion  of  principles ;  thus  the  mind  is  ever  under  the  influence  of  peculiar  or 
tatlonal  education,  in  the  first  of  which  it  is  misdirected  by  faith,  and  tn  the  last, 
guided  by  religion.  Adam  and  Eve,  the  Jew  bible  pretended  first  parents,  were  perfect, 
and  put  into  an  Eden,  a  paradise  so  called,  and  yet  fell  in  their  perfection.  That  is  a 
fibel  on  mind  and  its  Creator. 


THE  PRESIDENCY  OF  MIND. 

MiKD  was  ruler  when  time  began. 

Do  not  let  the  world  injure  jou.  How  will  you  prevent  it  ?  By  the  proper  use  of 
niod,  that  calls  for  a  wise  legislation,  administration,  and  due  execution  of  proper  laws, 
that  are  equitable,  just,  and  constitntioiiaL 
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The  world  mast  jrield  to  rational  mind  all  that  it  is  entitled  to.  To  whom  else  can 
the  tribute  be  righUiiUy  paid  ?  Mind  is  to  solve  the  problem  of  life  and  soul.  Do  not 
be  tory  to  them — ^to  the  noblest  principles  of  the  richest  legacy  and  heraldry  of  the  uni- 
verse. 

Absolutism  is  a  world- tory  conspirator  against  the  rights  of  mind,  the  people.  Is  the 
world  tory  to  mind?  Rationality  is  to  govern  rational  minds,  that  know  no  faith  bnt 
through  that  channel ;  all  else  is  false  and  bad,  perverse,  wicked,  and  evil. 

Embellish  mind,  the  earth,  society,  duty,  government. 

It  is  for  sovereign  mind  to  explode  that  old  dotard,  the  old  regime^  the  t3rrant.  Meet 
all  the  world-questions  with  mind,  not  as  charlatans. 

Have  discussions  every  seventh  daj,  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  mind^s  progress 
through  science,  philosophy,  and  religion,  in  tneir  sublimest  principles  known,  not  as 
now,  m  hearing  what  does  not  improve  mind,  but  renders  it  bigot.  The  universe  is 
always  in  motion,  and  time,  the  exponent,  declares  that,  and  requires  of  mind  proper 
action.  If  rational  universal  education  be  not  universally  fostered,  then  the  deficiency 
reflects  on  the  world  in  all  the  departments,  and  in  none  less  than  in  religion.  Each 
mind  must  be  rationally  cultivated,  else  it  may  degenerate  into  horrid  superstition,  that 
is  only  graduated  by  the  light  of  the  times,  even  to  human  sacrifices.  The  sovereign 
people  must  not  relax  their  comprehensive  vigilance,  through  the  proper  operations  of 
the  human  mind. 

The  last  best  rise  on  earth  is  that  of  rational  mind  to  its  highest  rationality.  Tliis 
teaches  the  world  that  the  height  of  logic  is  not  to  use  rhetoric,  but  argument ;  not  to 
resort  to  sophistry,  but  expel  it,  analyze  it  in  ito  most  insidious  worid-coils,  under  its 
most  extravagant  disguises  and  assumptions. 

When  mind  declares  its  world-independence  of  peculiar  faith,  it  will  be  the  most  glo- 
rious day  of  refined  civilization.  Mind  is  to  overcome  all  life  and  world  difiicuUies. 
The  mind  has  God-elements  of  religion,  and  knows  its  Creator  by  its  five  senses,  ope- 
rated upon  by  the  universe.  Any  other  view  is  peculiar,  and  is  the  result  of  peculiar 
education.  However  sacred  be  feelings,  still  soundness  of  judgment  ought  not  to  be 
alienated  for  minor  objects. 

The  recognition  of  God  is  by  and  through  mind.  How  shall  this  question  be  other- 
wise properly  decided  ?  It  must  be  decided  by  supreme  rationality,  referable  to  the 
supreme  standard  of  the  universe.  It  does  not  depend  on  man^s  books,  that  cannot  touch 
the  question  in  their  present  absurdity.  All  that  exclude  the  civilizers  of  the  world  are 
guilty  of  high  treason  to  mind — rational  education.  Do  not  turn  traitor  or  tory  to  the 
noblest  intellectoal  rights  of  mind.  Cultivation  of  mind  by  science  and  philosophy  is 
expedient  all  the  time. 

Give  the  proper  liberal  expansion  to  rationality  of  the  world.  I  have  a  dnty  to  per- 
form to  my  mind,  the  world,  that  roust  not  be  omitted.  Let  rational  mind  have  no 
tranunels  of  the  bigot  partisan,  but  obey  the  high  behest  of  principles. 

In  eliciting  the  proper  resources  of  mind,  we  elicit  the  proper  resources  of  the  world. 

All  rational  minds  should  have  nothing  short  of  a  rational  education.  Mind  that  has 
no  laudable  curiosity  has  necessarily  great  ignorance  ;  the  more  bigotry  it  has,  the  leas 
rationality. 

FREE  AGENCY  OF  MIND. 

On  the  best  principles  of  free  agency,  the  intelligence  of  mind,  in  perfect  equilibriom, 
would  correctly  decide  that  question  ;  but  these  bible  worthies  write  as  if  this  was  the 
only  world,  and  that  mind  could  be  here  perfect ;  a  perfect  nonsense.  This  is  only  a 
penect  world,  and  mind  can  only  attain  through  life  a  perfect  state  at  best  comparatively. 
That  is  the  great  question,  how  far  that  worldly  perfection  can  be  attained  by  mind. 
Now  as  to  God*s  not  giving  mind  the  proper  issue,  the  proper  direction,  that  is  a  libel,, 
as  proved  by  the  religion  of  principles. 

All  minds  are  bound  to  act  from  the  circumstances  of  the  universe,  and  act  with  the 
best  taste,  that  moral  ^irit  is  the  only  true  test  of  greatness. 

Mind  has  free  agency  for  good  or  evil,  as  it  is  properly  educated  to  maintain  its  just 
equilibriom  on  rational  principles,  that  master  all  up  to  the  circumstances  of  creation. 
What  creates  a  sound  public  opinion  ?  That  which  builds  up  the  noblest  light  of  mind. 
What  are  mind^s  attributes  1  Those  of  Deity  must  be  considered  to  solve  the  question. 
Ail  in  the  universe  subserve  the  noblest  inspirations  of  mind  and  soul. 

It  has  been  said  that  Deity  has  not  given  mind  light  to  reach  the  solution  of  its  pur- 
pose. 

This  is  a  libel,  for  these  are  the  universe  marks,  too  visible  to  bo  mistaken^  that  is* 
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the  comecntion  of  mind  and  soul^s  physical,  moral,  and  religious  being,  that  leads  to 
the  sablimitj  of  uniTersal  happiness,  and  the  avoidance  of  individual  misery.     The 

Great  First  Cause  adopts  all  as  instrumentalities  for  future  good. 

In  the  present  corrupt  frame-work  of  society,  mind,  the  superior,  is  held  iii  miserable 
thxaldom  to  creeds  and  notions,  all  being  false  of  course. 

The  supremacy  of  mind  is  proved  by  making  the  best  available  legitimate  capital  out 
of  ooe*8  errois,  follies,  and  crimes.  Mind  must  not  depend  on  others  to  do  its  own  best 
conectton,  to  redress  its  own  wrongs  and  injuries,  when  its  capital  is  the  best  in  the 
ODirerse,  that  of  principle.  In  all  institutions  rational  mind  can  most  satisfactorily  pro- 
tect itself,  its  best  reputation,  by  a  proper  check  and  balance.     » 

The  necessity  that  compels  mind  is  that  for  the  universal  comprehension  of  principles. 
It  is  the  area  of  fruitful  religion,  that  consummates  its  eternal  happiness.  Mind  is  a 
free  ageot  under  the  wisest  dispensations,  else  God  the  Creator  had  been  responsible 
for  moral  delinquencies.  God  is  responsible  for  the  complete  comprehension,  and  mind 
is  hound  to  embrace  it  in  the  purview  of  its  immortal  fruition.  To  have  mind  fully 
rij^ht,  it  must  have  full  and  complete  rational  education,  in  full  and  complete  maturity 
of  time  and  ways.     Educate  the  mind  rationally  in  time,  to  eradicate  superstition. 

Supersede  churches  by  all  the  noblest  means  of  rational  education.  Spread  all  the 
best  lights  of  principles,  and  the  world  must  and  will  be  duly  enlightened. 

Wtmt  can  compensate  for  ihe  loss  of  functions?     Money  ;  trash,  shadows ! 

Provided  that  mind  acts  consistently  to  its  enlightened  functions,  the  whole  world 
could  in  a  short  time  be  fully  vindicated  from  the  thraldom  of  ignorance,  and  the  curses 
of  perversion.  The  mind's  perfection  cannot  be  attained  on  this  stage  of  being  ;  other 
portions  of  the  universe  are  requisite. 

God,  infinitely  perfect,  should  in  justice  render  mind  adequate  and  equal  to  the  reform- 
atioQ  of  its  own  abuses.  He  has  clearly  done  so.  Free  agency  of  mind  is  to  secure 
the  noblest  results.  The  highest  tuition  of  the  universe  is  religion,  that  teaches  in  the 
beautiful  and  consistent  principles  of  cause  and  effect,  all  forming  the  noblest  circum- 
stances for  mind^a  illustrious  triumphs. 

An  innate  principle,  cognizant  of  right  and  wrong,  presupposes  an  enlightened  con- 
science that  is  best  matured  by  self-denial  and  education.  It  is  not  that  education  will 
mislead,  but  that  rational  education  should  comprehend  all  the  available  principles  of  in- 
tpUect,  morals  and  religion.  Take  cause  and  effect  out  of  the  universe,  and  all  the 
theatre  of  reason  is  annihilated.  Will  bible  bigots  underrate  all  these  because  their 
BMoomania  renders  them  crazy  ?  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  mind  is  the  creature  of  ne- 
cessity, a&d  acts  by  impulse.  That  is  only  a  part  of  the  mighty  subject,  that  looks 
through  the  universe  to  its  Creator.  If  the  immediate  assigned  influence  of  sensual 
gratification  should  cause  the  deplorable  viciousness  of  mind,  why  there  is  the  master 
coQnter?ailing  influence  of  penalty,  if  mind  did  not  look  to  a  nobler  influence  of  religion. 

Say  that  in  Europe  the  pauper  could  not  command  enough  to  eat,  the  master  influ- 
ence of  eternal  hope  would  counteract  bad  impulses,  when  his  presence  in  America  de- 
cides the  special  providence  of  mind.  Now,  call  it  nature,  what  you  choose,  a  blind 
materialism  yoa  cannot  make  it,  when  all  the  Great  First  Cause  is  Providence,  whose 
ci^nent  is  principles,  the  consummation  of  wliich  is  religion. 

The  intricate  question  of  free  agency  should  teach  mind  the  noblest  position  of  Pro- 
Tidence,  universal  as  to  God,  and  the  most  rational,  if  special,  as  to  mind  or  soul. 

Bv  the  magniflcent  power  of  mind  man  has  to  solve  the  problem  of  religion,  the  soni 
and  the  balance,  and  to  do  this  a  universe  problem,  a  rationality,  is  expedient  universal- 
ly- Is  mind  a  free  agent,  or  does  it  not  act  from  necessity  ?  Whatever  is,  is  right 
with  God,  who  created  the  universe  on  certain  Conservative  principles  that  constitute  the 
especial  circumstances  for  will  and  action,  that  should  be  according  to  an  enlightened 
conscience,  an  innate  consciousness  of  right  from  wrong.  As  to  all  sin,  that  implies  a 
departure  from  universal  principles,  and  is  to  be  corrected  by  their  best  appreciation. 
Au  this  implies  the  right  exercise  of  the  whole  powers,  or  means  in  power,  and  to  be 
attained.  The  broad  platform  of  monotheism  implies  all  this,  and  predicates  the  proper 
position  of  rational  education. 

iriree  agency  of  mind  was  only  according  to  peculiar  imparted  education,  then  the 
positioa  of  self-improvement  would  be  fallacious.  What  is  the  rational  world  doing? 
Improving  the  mind  by  all  rational  means  of  education,  as  discussion.  The  paramount 
object  is  to  reach  the  most  elevated,  that  has  paramount  influence.  Why  are  all  the 
or^na  of  penalty  for  infraction  of  principles  ?  Because  all  moral  and  religious,  as 
physical,  must  be  obeyed  implicitly  when  appreciated.  The  State  must  see  that  all  its 
constitoenta  must  have  the  Ijlest  abiding  practical  interest  in  rational  education.  There 
» the  richest  treasure,  the  capital  of  which  realizes  compound  interest.  Rational  edu- 
cation commands  all  commandablo  circumstances. 
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Religion,  the  most  exalted  of  all  teaching,  puts  every  thing  on  principle,  which  aolres 
the  whole  question.  Principles  command  all  Christs,  Mahomets,  Smiths,  Tinkers,  and 
all  their  mongers. 

To  make  mind  fully  responsible,  educate  it  all  the  time  rationally,  that  its  functioiis 
may  be  rightfully  employed.  Mind  has  its  functions,  and  is  responsible  for  their  appro- 
priate exercise. 

The  responsibility  rests  somewhere,  positively.  Freedom  of  choice,  will,  volition, 
implies  responsibility.  When  people  sin  all  their  lives,  and  at  the  last  dynag  moment, 
when  retributive  justice  was  impracticable  in  this  world  by  wanton  wicked  life,  then  by 
fiction  of  the  priestocracy  they  are  forgiven.  This  is  not,  in  the  nature  of  the  universe 
or  things,  real. 

Mind  has  free  agency  under  the  circumstances  of  creation.  Then  it  has  to  inquire, 
what  are  those  circumstances,'  that  freedom,  and  that  responsibility  ?  There  are  no 
mysteries  in  well  defined  duties,  and  what  can  be  better  defined  than  by  uniform  princi- 
ples ?  The  bible  people  did  not  understand  their  subject,  and  committed  themselves 
wofully  and  ludicrously. 

The  Jews  fell,  as  all  the  ancients  did,  and  all  even  the  universe  would,  because  they 
needed  the  religion  of  principles.  The  modems  thrive,  the  more  deference  they  pay  to 
mind  and  its  h(3iest  purposes.  Has  mind  used  all  the  means  available  in  its  power  to 
rescue  itself  ?  If  it  do,  assuredly  it  will  put  down  witches'  and  world-spirits,  supersti- 
tion, priestocracy,  and  all  their  odious,  contemptible,  infamous  bibles,  all  the  abusers  of 
trusts  of  the  most  valuable  character,  beinff  burlesques  on  religion,  and  its  violation. 
Mind  has  weighed  them  in  the  balance,  and  found  them  wanting. 

As  to  mind  s  free  agency  under  the  circumstance  of  creation,  we  must  give  the  pro- 
per  analysis.  The  proper  functions  of  mind  present  an  independent  individuality,  the 
soul  placed  on  this  theatre  to  master  aU  the  elements  subservient  to  its  purpose  through 
rational  education.  In  this  sense,  it  has  a  perfect  free  agency.  Does  mind  act  from 
necessity,  a  mere  creature  of  circumstances  ?  A  partial  view  would  consider  it  is  abey> 
ance,  but  a  masterly  comprehension  renders  it  a  triumph — ^the  position  of  mind  and 
analysis  of  its  functions,  of  thoughts,  words,  will,  deed  or  action.  It  enters  into  the 
audience  of  three  beliefs,  that  act  for  general  weal  or  wo.  Now  all  should  be  presented 
fairly,  for  correct  appreciation  or  adoption,  as  it  can  only  select  one  as  the  best :  it  dis- 
cards the  others. 

Mind  is  brought  forth  to  battle  with  the  elements  of  creation  and  master  them.  This 
brings  us  intro  cause  and  effect,  without  which  nothing  in  the  universe  can  be  done  or 
thought  of.  That  at  once  decides  rational  belief,  for  monotheism  alone  takes  proper 
cognizance  of  this  whole  subject,  and  comprehends  rational  mind  in  its  guardian  care. 
The  functions  of  mind  decide  its  commissions  and  rights.  Mind  presents  in  its  agency 
all  the  best  considerations,  educational,  legislative  and  judicial,  and  invokes  the  noblest 
talents  of  most  expansive  minds  to  this  particular. 

The  great  emblem  of  mind  and  its  functions  is  the  self-adjusting  capacity  of  main- 
taining its  proper  equilibrium  over  all  evils  that  beset  its  dignity.  What  can  be  more 
disgraceful  than  the  attempt  to  make  mind  responsible  to  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is 
totally  irresponsible  to  truth  ?  Mind  should  adopt  the  most  enlightened  associations  to 
discuss  the  truths  of  religion,  to  which  it  is  ever  in  abeyance. 

Man^s  free  agency  of  mind  would  be  nullified,  and  his  sins  would  be  superseded,  if 
they  originated  from  an  evil  genius,  and  a  monster  without  responsibility  ;  and  God,  the 
essence  of  purity,  would  be  a  party  to  the  guilt  of  imbecile  mortals,  and  of  corrupting 
immortals  ;  to  such  absurdity  and  crime,  do  evil  systems,  of  worldly-minded  speculation, 
lead  unthinking  minds.  * 

If  Satan  was  a  fallen  angel,  then  an  impurity,  sin,  a  mere  negative  quality,  not  a 
positive  existence,  can  enter  a  pure  place,  and  the  presence  of  a  pure  being,  a  palpable 
absurdity,  and  contradiction  ;  and  Deity  then  could  not  help  himself  in  his  imbecility, 
against  the  misrule  of  his  evil  cabinet,  stupidly  adopted  and  countenanced,  nor  bis 
choice  spirits,  or  even  his  future  charge,  though  billions !  Where  even,  is  his  own  pro- 
tection ?  For  all  this  false  pretence  decides  the  Creator^s  impotency,  which,  if  true, 
the  universe  would  demonstrate. 

O,  mind  perverted !  that  could  impeach  thyself  so  low,  by  such  demoralizing^ 
fictions.    Wnere  was  thy  blush? 

This  delusion  and  wilful  stupid  blindness,  apparenUv  impeaches  God,  but  certainly 
emanated  from  impiety,  and  a  host  of  errors,  by  self-elected  teachers,  or  blindly  per- 
mitted by  reckless  constituents,  whose  actions  and  misdeeds  directly  impeach  the  mmda 
of  all  its  asserters. 

This  assertion  is  most  absurd,  for  the  bible^s  heaven  is  made  to  yield  its  best  treas- 
ures, and  most  glorious  rights,  and  strips  God  of  his  best  attributes,  to  gloss  the  lesa 
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I»etei»ioDB  of  mind,  whose  free  agency  is  necessarily  subject  to  the  best  of  character, 

under  the  circumstances  of  its  earthly  creation,  necessary  for  the  formation. 
Where  there  was  no  temptation  in  heaven,  there  could  be  no  sin  and  no  demerit,  as 

no  characteristic  action  is  implied,  and  no  appreciation  can  be  formed. 
The  time  for  temptation  had  passed  ;  the  eternity  of  reward  had  arrived.     The  state 

of  embodied  mind  had  ceased,  that  of  soul  had  been  commenced.     The  mortal  had 

merged  in  the  immortal,  the  part  of  human  nature  had  been  put  off — an  immortal  spirit 

had  been  realized.     There  could  be  no  temptation,  where  nothing  could  be  gained,  and 

all  were  to  be  lost. 
In  the  full  fruition  of  happiness,  all  was  sagacity  and  wisdom,  and  as  sin  was  folly, 

an  impossibility,  is  fully  assured  of  a  fall.     God  created  no  temptation,  and  the  whole 
pretence  impeaches  and  demonstrates  itself  false. 
The  character  of  soul  had  been  formed  and  matured,  elicited  from  previous  trials  of 

its  natcre  in  the  incipient  existence  of  mind  and  body,  its  various  soul-organizations, 
and  the  success  of  its  resistance  to  supposed  evil  in  all  its  minority. 

Any  other  position  involves  the  responsibility  of  the  tempter,  not  only  the  successful 
bat  triumphant  rival  of  liis  Creator,  and  imposes  upon  the  Creator,  the  necessity  of 
the  tempter^'s  punishment,  and  that  for  triumphant  rivalry !  What  Jesuitry ;  what  object 
eookl  God  have  in  placing  imbecile  mortals  in  the  bible^s  garden  of  Eden,  to  play  a 
feite  that  his  fore-knowledge,  a  part  of  his  Omniscience  could  have  prevented  1  Of 
course  then,  there  is  no  responsibility  in  such  position. 

It  is  then  the  powers  of  mind  that  are  potent  for  good,  and  magnificent  in  its  great- 
oe«,  but  full  of  evil  if  perverted.  We  must  take  the  facts,  as  they  are  clearly  presented 
U5  in  this  world,  and  scorn  all  bible  of  tradition  legends. 

Mind  must  then  have  a  suitable  theatre  for  self-agency :  it  must  be  untrammeled  to 
be  rpspODsible. 

The  nature  of  universal  existence  implies  a  positive  good ;  the  reverse,  physical  or 
moral,  is  a  negative  evil.     The  author  of  all,  is  a  conservative  Creator. 

A  correct  knowledge  of  human  nature,  sees  it  as  a  matter-of-fact  existence,  en- 
dowed with  passions  and  emotions,  that  are  lawful,  if  rightly  directed  and  gratified. 
Their  gratifications  on  legitimate  principles,  are  those  of  conservation  and  protection, 
Int  on  improper  basis,  lead  to  disastrous  results,  and  ruinous  destructive  consequences. 

This  is  the  nature,  and  must  be  the  law  of  creation.  The  best  appreciation  of  these 
lavs,  establishes  the  best  code,  on  the  most  refined  taste  and  civilization,  the  highest 
sute  of  man's  earthly  action. 

But  what  triumph  awaits  mind  in  its  wisdom  and  purity,  to  rise  above  error,  master 
difficqities,  conquer  ignorance,  surmount  prejudice  and  bigotry,  and  attain  the  final  , 
general  perfection  practicable. 

Free  agency  of  mind  declares  the  wisest  philosophy  of  rational  religion,  an  epitome 
ofsoaod,  common,  and  proper  sense,  that  directs  according  to  the  best  lights  of  mind, 
in  all  moral  and  physical  bearings  of  this  whole  subject,  and  renders  unto  God  all  that 
are  his  truly  and  dutifully,  and  unto  man  all  that  blesses  and  guides  him  aright  to  his.^ 
Author  and  Creator,  safely  and  satisfactorily.  Free  agency  of  mind,  implies  reason  as 
accoontability. 

Whatever  system  of  peculiar  faith  prevents  all  this,  that  does  withhold  any  of  God^s 
Isast  possessions,  is  spurious  and  counterfeit  to  all  eternity,  and  should  be  contemned  by 
iBind,  as  its  seal  of  condemnation  from  God  is  plain  to  all  reasonable  minds  in  the 
vorld^s  history,  shown  in  wo  and  misery. 

The  poison  of  nature  is  to  be  counteracted,  and  turned  to  nature's  benefit,  and  mind's 
triamph  instead  of  their  injury,  but  mind's  poisons  made  in  numerous  ways  most  insid- 
ttttly,  are  its  greatest  evils. 

Aji  bad  as  the  tyrants  and  oppressors  of  the  world  axe,  mind  that  acquiesces  and 
created  them  is  more  heinous  stul. 

The  tyrants  of  the  world  can  be  held  now,  in  abeyance  to  mind  that  asserts  its  glo- 
rious independence. 

The  exposure  of  the  world's  tyranny  is  the  prerogative  of  mind  under  freedom's  banner. 

The  least  of  all  its  evils  is,  to  conquer  all  as  far  as  practicable,  by  its  competent  forces 
of  a?ailable  cultivation,  of  correct  instruction,  fortified  by  correct  habits,  and  enlightened 
pfluciplcs. 

To  sin  the  least,  is  the  best  that  mind  can  do,  in  its  present  state  of  existence. 

^liat  system  can  teach  more  correct  doctrine  ? 

It  is  demoralizing  to  pretend  that  mind  does  not  err,  and  hence  does  not  sin. 

Our  enlightened  faculties  teach  us,  if  not  perverted,  that  mind  is  fiillible,  and  much 
of  human  nature  is  corrupt,  and  has  to  be  guarded  with  all  the  solicitude  of  afiection,  the 
care  of  wisdom,  and  the  best  protection  of  reason.  ,     ^  ^  ^  ^  ^^ .  ^> 
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Where  then  was  the  necessity  of  adding  positive  evils,  to  increase  the  difficulty  of 
mind? 

The  fallen  angel  is  a  fable  indeed. 

Such  a  being  is  unnecessary  on  earth,  as  an  angel  or  messenger,  and  a  stigma  on 
mind  and  soul,  as  incapable  of  blissful  enjoyment  if  degraded  from  heaven. 

Conservative  principles  are  angels  for  earth  and  the  universe ;  happy  spirits  are  fixed 
in  God^s  holy  centre.     Any  other  view  is  most  irrational  and  contradictory. 

This  earth  presents  a  scope  for  mind  free  agent,  in  self-avenging  principles,  that  pro- 
mote mind's  felicity,  if  pure,  but  counteract  it  if  corrupt,  sooner  or  later,  individually  or 
nationally.  This  is  surely  not  evil  but  universal  good.  Rational  mind  scans  rightly. 
Past  ages,  dark,  ignorant,  and  ferocious,  portray  to  us  another  more  formidable  avenger, 
and  another  more  horrid  abode,  resorting  to  mind's  contradictions. 

God  must  have  blessed  creation,  as  his  own  lovely  work,  coming  from  the  fountain 
of  love  and  mercy.  A  local  curse  must  have  created  universal  sympathy.  All  matters 
are  only  relative. 

The  most  favored  of  all,  was  the  pure,  the  holy  centre,  a  perfectly  pure  place  for  a 
perfectly  pure  being. 

Into  this  abode,  what  impiety  it  would  be  to  conceive  any  entrance,  withont  perfect 
and  spotless  purity. 

Who  then  was  Lucifer  ?  Fable  or  history,  that  is  consistent  with  reason,  must  repre- 
sent him  as  one  of  the  brightest  of  beatific  intelligences. 

To  be  characterized  as  a  select  being  in  the  holy  centre,  he  must  have  been  essen- 
tially  pure,  to  enter  an  essentially  pure  sphere. 

All  that  entered  therein  must  be  pure  and  holy. 

Then,  for  impurity  to  reach  a  perfectly  pure  being,  in  a  perfectly  pure  sphere  ! 

If  that  were  the  case,  what  now  would  prevent  the  awful  catastrophe,  from  reaching 
any  or  all,  at  any  perioci  of  eternity  ?  God's  imbecility  demonstrated  once,  is  an  eter- 
nal imbecility,  as  it  is  inherent. 

Are  not  each  as  liable  as  the  highest  and  most  intelligent,  who  must  have  appreciated 
much  the  best  of  all  the  blessed,  pure  beings,  the  horrors  of  perdition,  the  loss  of  all 
blessings,  the  gain  of  extreme  misery  and  unceasinsr  remorse  ? 

What  a  reflection  to  the  character,  not  of  him,  who,  as  in  the  holy  centre,  still  better 
must  have  appreciated  the  result,  but  of  those  who  writie  themselves  the  stupid  authors 
of  fables,  with  no  sense  and  morality,  terrifiers  of  mind,  and  libelers  of  the  Creator  * 
With  them  is  the  inherent  imbecility,  not  with  God. 

Can  he  who  had  honor,  glory,  and  happiness  sure,  realized  by  an  exalted  light  of 
soul,  tried  in  all  the  gradations  of  spheres  up  to  the  highest,  be  taken  out  of  the  purest 
of  all,  himself  most  purified  when  received  there  1 

Was  not  this  exalted  character  best,  after  reaching  the  holiest,  the  highest  abode  ? 

How  came  he  there,  if  not  pure  and  meritorious  ? 

Any  other  character  was  unworthy  of  entrance.  For  the  holy  centre  never  could,  as 
pure  a  place  as  defined,  be  a  recipient  for  a  moment  even,  of  impurity — no  never ;  that 
would,  must  be,  an  aspersion  on  Deity's  purity.  Then  it  is  Deity,  not  Lucifer,  that  is 
to  blame. 

What  kind  of  a  compliment  does  it  pay  Deity's  omnipotence,  omnipresence,  and  om- 
niscience ? 

That  the  libelers  of  God  were  recklessly  ignorant  and  miserably  blasphemous. 

It  may  be  said  temptation  caused  his  fall ;  if  that  be  so,  was  he  worthy  of  such  a 
trial  ?    but  the  Creator  is  not  mind's  tempter  ;  that  is  a  stupid  libel. 

But  the  day  of  temptation  had  passed — that  belonged  to  spheres  of  inferior  character 
or  less  purity. 

But  temptation  in  the  holy  centre !  That  is  the  abode  of  enjoyment,  rest,  repose, 
and  glory ! 

Temptation,  then,  of  what,  how,  and  why,  must  be  asked  ;  seeing  that  happiness  and 
joy  were  his,  were  before  him  1 

What  more  could  he,  if  pure,  promise  himself?  And  if  not  pure,  say,  could  he  or  any 
other  being  reach  the  oresence  of  the  immaculate  Deity,  in  his  immaculate  realm  ? 

Mortal !  Thy  mina  has  slandered  the  holy  residence,  and  blasphemed  thy  God  ; 
erecting  a  monster,  a  fiction,  with  the  peculiarity  and  contradiction  thine ;  thus  libebng 
the  nature  of  creation  and  its  Creator.    What  sphere,  then,  so  unfit  for  Satan's  reception  1 

Was  there  any  location  prepared,  any  before  accursed,  in  the  wide  expanse  of  space 
of  creation,  instituted  by  a  Creator  of  blessed  attributes,  not  previously  filled  already  ? 

Would  God  resign  his  own  means  of  bettering  the  spheres  of  creation,  by  resigning 
any  space  to  the  majesty  of  an  evil  genius,  his  successful  rival,  to  hopelessly  degrade 
mind  and  himself  beyond  the  redemption  of  the  Almighty  ? 
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ShaU  the  creation  of  unspeakable  eipbliraity,  where  the  order  of  genius  most  supreme 
reigns  pre-eminently,  be  blighted  with  a  monster  of  no  responsibility,  taking  away  ail 
from  the  rictims  of  his  seduction,  by  reason  of  his  conquering  influence,  when  he  ruins 
God's  furoi  creation,  mind,  but  enjoys  all  such  as  the  spoils  of  victory  and  reward  ? 

Shall  this  fictitious  being,  who  never  was  of  any  greater  value,  at  his  best,  than  the 
least  hoRon  soul,  riot  in  the  ruin  of  souls  innumerable,  subject  to  his  fiendish  seduction 
and  agency?    There  is  no  reason  at  all  in  the  supposition. 

It  is  much  more  rational  to  suppose  that  Deity  would  have  raised  beatific  souls  above 
the  holy  centre,  if  the  souls  merited  that  distinction,  than  that  he  would  let  them  fall 
beiov. 

But  the  noblest  views  arise  iit  the  liberal  expansion  of  free  and  moral  agency  of 
mind,  that  bigots  are  afraid  to  trust,  in  the  unbounded  ocean  of  its  greatness.  Among 
them  is 

GRATITUDE. 

To  commence  with  the  Supreme,  is  not  only  the  highest  privilege  of  mortality,  but  a 
jdeasnre  and  happiness  that  define  the  eminent  character  of  mind. 

It  is  that  serene  state  of  beatific  composure  of  mind,  that  renders  sacred  the  time,  and 
gives  the  best  sanctity  of  life. 

All  rational  beings  are  endowed  with  this  glorious  privilege,  that  invests  the  contem- 
phtioa  witii  sublime  aspirations  at  any  moment  of  life. 

It  is  that  which  renders  human  capacity  available  on  its  own  resources,  by  rely- 
iag  00  self-advancement  to  the  utmost  capability,  and  leaving  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  an  QQchangeable  being,  who  asks  for  the  purest  adoration,  and  the  best  grateful 
esiotions. 

Such  a  state  of  mind  disproves  the  doctrines  of  election  and  predestination,  as  stupid 
and  onworthy  of  God,  who  is  made  responsible,  instead  of  man. 

Mao  had  then  been  a  mere  machine,  and  the  mighty  mind,  that  is  ever  present,  act- 
ing, working,  practical,  pilot  and  guardian — ^if  rightfully  cultivated,  ever  grateful — is  a 
mere  machine ;  has  no  free  moral  agency ;  thus  contradicting  what  every  moment  dis- 
proves! Lost  and  hopeless  must  be  that  man,  that  does  not  feel  abundant  sources  of 
?i^ade  to  Almighty  God,  for  his  favors  and  kindness ;  and  this  every  mind  feels  from 
free  agency. 

This  earth  might  present  a  happier  state,  if  this  feeling  of  gratitude  were  duly  culti- 
v^«  and  could  present  the  nearest  approach  to  universal  salvation,  in  the  shortest  du- 
ntKMi,  by  nniversal  mind  being  better. 

Gmitute  ought  to  preclude  any,  that  are  refined,  from  allowing  others  to  excel  them 
incoortesy  of  just  feeling,  or  kindness  of  manner,  in  life. 

Hliat  does  more  good,  than  this  desire  for  good  ? 

It  renders  humanity  lovely,  wise,  and  of  noblest  value.  It  repays  a  thousand  fold 
its  numerous  blessings,  in  the  family  of  man,  through  its  wide  difiosion  among  the  na- 
Loosofthe  earth. 

Here  is  portrayed  an  index  of  soul,  that  delights  the  analyst  of  character,  and  assures 
cs  that  nind  is  ennobled  by  the  libei^  principles  of  a  right  education,  civilizes  nations, 
^  reoders  lovely  the  earth.  And  if  mind  be  thus  just  to  man,  much  more  will  it  be  to 
9^1  whose  every  attribute  and  character  must  present  the  clearest  evidence  of  such  a 
^  due  by  mind  to  mind^s  Creator. 

As  great  as  the  munificent  artist  has  shown  his  skill  in  the  construction,  no  less  is  his 
P^ness  in  the  richness  of  mind^s  endowments,  and  destined  purposes  of  action. 

Its  most  exalted  is  devotion,  without  alloy,  to  the  mighty  Author  of  its  existence ; 
i^  sext  is  to  itself,  in  all  the  varieties  of  its  characteristic  circumstances,  and  especially 
ffl  its  duty  to  that  of  others, 

A  true,  sincere,  and  exclusive  allegiance  to  its  worthy  Creator,  endows  it  with  the 
dottiest  and  justest  conscience,  of  its  consistent  duties  elsewhere. 

Thus  is  the  soul  refined,  and  started  on  the  only  true  basis  of  its  own  inappreciable 
«»hation. 

The  future  furnishes  an  earnest,  full  of  the  most  attractive  inspirations,  to  the  most 
•tennined  perseverance. 

Its  commencement  was  in  permanent  principles  of  conviction ;  its  resolves  arose  on 
tbe  parity  of  its  devotion  to  the  best  of  causes,  and  the  most  exalted  of  Authors. 
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FREE  AGENCY  OF  MIND  AND  PREDESTINATION. 

Is  it  predestination  that  puzzles  you  ?  Do  you  pretend  that  no  matter  how  you  act, 
God  commands  you  ?  But  you  have  a  free  agency  of  mind  under  the  circumstances  of 
creation  that  contradicts  that.  What  more  can  you  have  ?  God  himself  is  only  God 
under  the  consistent  circumstances  of  his  attributes.  He  has  made  himself  a  free  agent 
under  them,  and  less  nor  more  cannot  exist. 

But  what  is  this  thing,  predestination  ?  Is  it,  on  true  analysis,  the  compulsive  force  of 
a  supervising  Power  in  all  the  vital  actions  of  man,  or  is  it  not  surely  the  most  enlarged, 
liberal,  comprehensive  providence  of  the  universe  ?  As  sure  as  there  is  a  Creator,  his 
almighty,  just  and  perfect  providence  has  devised  a  uniform  rule  of  government,  the 
most  appropriate  government,  that  presents  the  noblest  conservation.  If  there  be  any 
excess  or  diminution,  impinging  on  this  conservation,  the  inherent  results  necessarily 
follow.  Man  has  his  prescribed  functions  in  life  to  perform,  and  if  he  do  not  enact 
them  as  duty,  his  failure  is  attended  with  appropriate  forfeiture. 

His  being  is  identified  with  social  and  religious  relations,  and  his  mighty  life-problem 
is  most  elevated  when  it  reaches  the  dignity  of  rationality.  He  is  bound  as  a  rational 
being  to  come  up  to  rational  and  religious  principles,  for  the  best  present  and  future 
self-preservation. 

This  thing  of  predestination  is,  then,  not  the  petty  arbitrary  rule  of  the  Creator,  but 
the  comprehensive  problem  of  the  universe,  and  man  must  adapt  himself  accordingly. 
Every  Uiing  in  life  proves  the  necessity  and  utility  of  mind^s  best  action.  Mind  is  the 
artificer  of  its  own  position  under  the  circumstances  of  its  creation.  You  believe  in 
improvement  of  mind,  to  enable  it  to  improve  the  world. 

That  implies  more  than  a  simple,  blind  acquiescence  in  predestination,  that  leaves  a 
creature  merely  where  he  began — ^a  mere  animal  that  has  no  free  agency.  An  animal 
has  certain  defined  limits  of  instinct  to  perform,  and  in  all  ages  he  is  an  analogous  ani- 
mal. All  the  tuition  of  mind  has  not  changed  the  nature  of  the  beast,  the  maturity  of 
bis  instinctive  intellect.  Predestination  leaves  man  a  mere  animal,  but  free  agency 
under  the  circumstances  of  creation  takes  man  where  predestination  leaves  him,  and 
carries  him  to  the  dignity  of  mind's  functions,  duties  and  merits,  and  gives  the  best 
earnest  of  immortal  functions  of  creative  thought.  Your  vessel,  under  conmion  cir- 
cumstances of  navigation,  goes  to  your  chosen  port,  under  appropriate  circumstances 
of  management,  varied  and  diversified  by  incidents.  It  goes  as  you  direct  But  you 
assume  that  God  pre-ordains,  and  that  you  are  only  a  passive  agent.  How  is  this, 
when  he  gives  the  functions  ?  It  is  yours  to  employ  them  rightly.  You  speak  of  pre- 
destination any  how,  as  a  creation-obligation,  for  which  God  alone  is  responsible  and 
mind  only  in  abeyance.  Why,  then,  do  you  punish  ?  You  are  self-condenmed  as  a 
tyrant,  if  this  bigoted  view  is  to  be  the  order  of  the  times.  Why,  then,  is  there  mind  1 
Why  was  not  man  a  mere  animal,  to  reach  in  all  stages  of  the  world  his  certain  defined 
sphere  ?  Of  what  use  is  reason,  the  thinking  part  ?  Predestination,  then,  is  your  bigot- 
ed, contracted  definition  of  peculiar  faith. 

We  see  that  the  world  presents  four  stages  of  mind's  condition,  and  the  last  the 
ennobling  one  of  civilization,  that  proves  most  conclusively  mind's  mastery,  by  the 
most  general  advantages  of  its  circumstances. 

If  there  be  only  predestination,  why  do  you  difi^er  so  essentially  with  mankind,  and 
censure  them  for  their  position,  their  opinions  and  actions  ?  On  your  position,  you  must 
exercise  forbearance  and  toleration.  Persons  of  ignorance  cannot  do  as  you.  Why  is 
this  ?  ^he  diflference  is  in  mind,  in  the  state  of  that  mind.  Instruct  and  enlighten  the 
whole,  and  then  you  may  expect  better  things. 

What  has  been  vainly  and  ingloriously  considered  predestination,  which  is  equivalent 
to  appreciating  the  creator  of  mind  as  unjust,  is  mind's  inglorious  own.  Mind  has  to 
act  to  the  best  of  its  ability.  The  world  observes  that  talents  differ  and  make  up  nn 
agreeable  diversity ;  some  talents  are  not  as  great  as  others,  but  greater  than  many. 
What  does  that  signify  ?  That  mind  can  excel  the  creator  of  mind  ?  God  is  perfect 
and  perfectly  just.  You  cannot  construe  his  deeds  until  you  can  analyze  them,  other- 
wise  you  would  libel  him. 

You  must  plant,  improve  and  embellish,  to  do  justice  to  your  position  and  duty.  Yoq 
must  not  stop  short  of  rational  principles.  God  does  the  k^lance.  Now  you  see  what 
you  aim  to  explain.  The  most  sacrilegious  impiety  is  perpetrated  in  making  God  re- 
sponsible for  man's  sins,  follies,  crimes,  murders  and  wars. 

When  two  armies,  about  to  enter  into  confiict,  engage  in  prayer  to  the  same  eternal 
God  of  the  universe  to  favor  their  side  of  the  question,  how  can  the  supplication,  of  one 
at  least,  be  otherwise  than  hypocrisy  ?   After  all  the  logic  of  sophistry,  the  whole  affair 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


MIND.  lit 

is  naught  but  that  of  principles  which  cannot  clash.  Either  one  or  both  are  wrong ; 
how  then  can  the  offending  party,  with  show  of  sincerity,  affect  prayer  1  P^®'  ^  '^ 
the  place  of  self-examination,  and  does  no  good  under  such  circumstances.  The  world 
mtist  do  away  with  all  punishment,  all  censure,  ere  it  can  dispense  one  iota  of  libel  on 
God.  It  most  seek  to  analyze  the  whole  position,  and  be  silent,  if  not  right,  about  God. 
Predestination  misleads  to  the  narrowest  bigotry,  and  the  most  absurd  conclusions. 
Hare  joo  a  will  ?  If  not,  why  leave  any  thing  by  testament,  preceding  death  ?  You 
are  self-condemned  already,  if  you  do  not  do  it  as  becomes  a  righteous  rational  mind, 
and  the  dignity  of  reason.  Can  you  exercise  your  intelligence  ?  Is  not  that  free  agen- 
cy ?  Yoar  nund  may  be  perverted  by  drunkenness,  that  involves  your  reason,  or  by  ig- 
norance, that  cannot  analyze  it^  by  error,  that  distorts  it,  or  physical  inability,  that 
inrahdates  it    It  is  your  bounden  duty  to  master  all  this. 

If  you  are  unfortunately  any  of  the  degraded  characters  by  predestination,  you  are 
surely  pooished  by  predestination.  If  you  understood  principles,  and  their  vindication, 
TOD  would  drop  that  word  predestination,  the  property  of  bigotry,  foolish  fanaticism  and 
denntisin. 

nut  you  ask,  is  man  created  equal  ?  No.  He  may  have  a  ricke.ty  constitution,  and 
die  speedily.  Whose  fault  was  this  ?  Not  the  victim's,  surely,  yet  do  not  libel  God, 
who  created  no  positive  evil.    With  him,  *'  whatever  is,  is  right.*' 

Does  predestination  teach  to  sit  passively  in  the  quagmire  of  despondency,  and  exert 
not  the  plainest  dictates  of  reason,  the  best  action  of  correction  ?  For  what  purpose  was 
laind,  of  what  use  is  reason  ?  Their  functions  are  to  vanquish  all  these  illusions.  Look 
at  the  horrid  iniquities  of  all  peculiar  faiths.  How  shall  we  ever  extricate  the  votaries, 
derotees,  victims  of  their  errors  of  faith,  vices  ?  Mind  and  reason  have  to  show  them 
what  religion  is.  Of  what  use  is  that  tuition  without  the  action  ?  The  bible  libels  God 
about  pr^estination. 

Do  you  refuse  the  influence  of  mind,  science  and  genius,  by  the  proscribing  predesti- 
nation?  You  deprecated  the  inequality  of  man,  and  it  is  their  union  that  enables  man 
to  reach  the  dignity  of  his  creation.  Fire  arms  and  gunpowder  have  more  equalized 
man,  as  one  of  the  best  results  of  mind  in  its  creative  genius.  Other  weapons  of  war 
will  insure  that  equality  to  that  degree  that  peace  instead  of  war  will  be  the  universal 
object,  as  now  more  beneficial.  But  are  such  evils  the  means,  in  the  face  of  conserva- 
tiie  principles,  even  by  the  veiy  best  of  them  violated. 

What  niakes  man  ?  Mind.  How  then  can  predestination  subsist?  When  the  good  of 
iQ '» legitionately  secured,  then  predestination  is  dissolved  in  free  agency  of  mind  under 
the  creative  circumstances  of  Providence.     If  predestination  be  true,  why  preach  1 

Why  do  you  teach  people  to  think  ?  To  do  right  1  Does  that  not  involve  the  prin- 
eipie  of  free  agency  of  mind,  that  renders  the  world  what  it  is,  so  far  as  man  is  con- 
ceiaedl  The  whole  world  is  bound  to  acknowledge  it.  Predestination  indicates 
anility  or  puerility,  if  not  imbecDity,  the  doctrine  of  superstition  that  proves  mind  in 
T^  leading  strings,  its  dotage  of  errors. 

The  people  have  to  act  up  to  the  demands  of  mind,  ere  the  world  is  revolutionized. 
Though  we  are  yet  in  the  infancy  of  knowledge,  we  know  enough  to  correct  the  world 
afid  extricate  it  from  the  toils  of  superstition  and  its  prolific  family  of  errors,  if  we  do 
jasuce  to  mind.  When  predestination  is  mentioned,  profound  analysis  will  eject  it  as 
oavorthy  of  mind,  that  has  to  secure  to  itself  purity  of  taste  and  correctness  of  judg- 
loeot  Individuals  and  local  differences,  bespeak  a  greater  strength  of  the  whole. 
The  southern  clime  has  what  the  north  cannot  produce,  but  all  is  a  harmonious  whole 
%iuly  estimated. 

The  predestinarians  tie  themselves  up  every  way,  and  make  a  long  circuit  about 
^ranesceot  trifles.  They  disregard  the  noblest  attribute  of  mind,  free  agency,  under 
tile  circumstances  of  creation  that  are  the  most  certain  and  proper  position,  like  liberty, 
f^t  is  the  most  dignified  and  freest  under  appropriate  laws  and  order,  otherwise  it  is 
liceDtioasoess  that  ruins  by  excess.  But  great  objections  are  made,  that  equality  does 
i^t  prevail  in  the  world.  How  in  the  present  constitution  of  the  universe,  could  there 
fe  ttnifonn  equality  among  the  people  1  Who  would  serve  ?  The  organization  of  the 
vbole  ntost  be  changed,  to  conform  to  man^s  opinions.  God  has  consulted  his  own 
*^om,  and  acted  accordingly.  Tell  us  no  more  of  predestination  which  bespeaks  the 
itttera  of  mind  by  inunutable  proscription,  when  the  world  gives  such  substantial  proofs 
^  mind's  capacity  for  action  and  its  progressive  execution. 

Tlie  world  has  progressed,  by  the  efibrts  of  mind  ;  that  demonstrates  the  whole  ab- 
"vdity  of  predestination.  The  faculties  of  mind  prove  most  conclusively,  that  predes- 
^tion,  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  bible,  is  as  absurd  as  that  book.  Conscience 
jWTea  man's  free  agency.  The  very  position  of  the  world,  in  regard  to  accountability, 
decides  against  pre&stination. 
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All  are  created  so  as  to  proTc,  on  maturity,  the  efforis  of  free  agency  of  mind.  What 
can  you  make  out  of  predestination  ?  That  is  a  base  absurdity,  and  exposes  the  authors 
as  the  most  ignorant  libelers  of  Deity.  All  tilings  of  creation  .are  rifht,  however  di- 
vergent man  is  made  by  peculiar  education.  Mind  must  not  read  God  under  peculiar 
opinions,  prejudices  of  peculiar  worship,  reflecting  the  damnable  bigotry  of  the  priestoc- 
racy,  under  any  of  its  peculiar  ways,  but  the  right  way,  as-  God  acted.  The  rational 
mind,  under  rational  education,  comprehending  universal  relations,  only  can  perceive 
the  right  way.  More  injury  has  been  done  the  world,  on  this  basis,  than  enough.  Let 
us  give  the  greatest  latitude  to  mind^s  actions  and  improvement,  under  the  farthest  legiti- 
mate comprehension,  the  circumstances  of  its  creation. 

Tlie  very  position  of  mind  proves  free  agency,  in  the  accountability,  the  means  used. 
Admit  that  the  people  are  not  equal  in  intellect,  &c. ;  but  does  Uiat  argue  that  we  can 
justly  appreciate  all  the  balance  of  their  case,  that  may  give  a  correspondent  equilibrium 
of  advantages  ?  What  mortal  can  gainsay  this  ?  The  very  circumstances  of  man^s  ex- 
istence on  earth  pre-supposes  him  to  be  a  moral  free  agent,  under  the  circumstances  of 
his  creation.  Some  say,  as  to  predestination,  God  certainly  did  know  who  would  be 
saved  or  lost,  according  to  the  bible.  Then  the  bible  doctrine  consigns  the  balance  to 
a  localized  eternal  punishment. 

What  sort  of  morals  does  this  bible  inculcate  1  Has  it  any  morals,  when  the  writers 
knew  they  violated  principles  and  mind,  and  aflfected  familiarity  with  Deity,  who  can 
only  be  approached  that  way  by  immortals  ?     Creation  implies  preservation,  corros- 

{)ondent  on  merits  personal.  What  superior  claims  then  have  one  to  exclusive  privi- 
eges  and  prerogatives,  when  all  have  rights  that  cannot  be  abrogated  ?  No  bible  can 
set  them  aside.  All  future  positions  may  be  modified,  but  cannot  be  annihilated.  The 
doctrine  of  election  is  miserable.     What  is  predestination,  and  all  such  stuff? 

Is  the  world  to  maintain  the  authors  of  such  monsters  ?  God  created  man  on  this 
earth  for  beneficent  purposes.  Under  those  circumstances,  he  could  not  particularize 
an  isolated  little  obscure  nation,  who  evidently  disproved  such  guardianship,  evinced  in 
the  bible,  time  after  time,  by  their  bondage,  and  especially  by  the  loss  of  the  ten 
tribes ! 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  the  proof,  their  miserable  civil  wars,  and  horrible  pira- 
cies, to  the  bloodiest  extinction  of  the  tenderest  ase  and  sex,  of  the  rightful  possessors 
of  the  soil,  give  it  to  overflowing.  To  give  a  c(Sorable  picture  for  the  last,  the  prie&t- 
ocracy  manufacture  the  false  pretences  of  Noah,  and  the  incest  of  Lot 

The  bible,  and  its  want  of  morals,  will  break  down  all  its  pretenders.  There  is  great 
objection  by  the  predestinarians  of  the  great  dififerences  of  individuals  in  life,  as  to  for- 
tune, gids  of  mind,  &c. 

This  is  getting  into  the  first  causes  of  things  that  are  out  of  the  reach  of  finite  mind. 
Man  elevates  himself  by  the  means,  that  elicit  his  best  exertions. 

Mind,  under  the  circumstances  of  creation  on  this  earth,  mnst  resign  itself  to  all  the 
results  of  nature,  only  doing  its  highest  appreciable  duty.  Be  it  then  supposed  misery 
or  real  happiness,  under  such  action  it  will  all  come  out  right  in  the  end,  that  is  refera- 
ble to  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  that  regulates  mutable  animal  nature.  Perfect  hap- 
piness is  not  created  for  this  earth.  What  avail  contentions  about  the  First  Canse  of 
all  things,  as  God^s  foreknowledge  ?  The  first  causes  of  tilings  cannot  be  resolved  by 
mortals,  without  involving  man's  finite  mind.  We  may  trace  all  more  or  less  to  them, 
and  there  leave  them,  in  due  confidence,  with  God.  The  chemist  analyzes  water  into 
oxygen  and  hydrogen.  What  are  the  first  elements  of  these  1  God  knows.  God  is 
not  an  autocrat,  but  a  constitutional  president  of  his  universe — a  perfect  standard  to  the 
world  for  its  example.  The  free  moral  agency  proves  that.  Predestination  carried 
out  is  a  libel  on  God,  founded  on  the  bible,  the  disgraceful  father  of  God's  libels.  The 
murderer  can  say  that  God,  not  he,  did  the  crime,  and  therefore  he  is  not  accountable. 
If  God  predestinates  for  one,  he  does  for  all,  murders,  as  all  acts.  Can  there  be  worse 
morals  ?  Is  God  the  author  of  evil  ?  God  is  a  universal  providence,  and  as  such,  no 
select,  especial  people,  Jew  or  gentile,  could  have  been  entertained  by  God.  There  are 
a  great  many  things  we  must  leave  to  God,  without  committing  ourselves.  What  do 
you  want  with  such  bible,  Mr.  Predestinarian  ?     We  cannot  speculate  about  God^s  su- 

Ereme  government.  We  need  not  fear  that  the  bible  writers  would  dip  into  tho  grand 
idden  mysteries  of  nature  by  revelation  or  inspiration.  They  are  very  clear  of  that, 
as  they  have  tied  themselves  altogether  in  a  dilemma.  What  mortil  ever  looked  into 
the  first  causes  of  things  ?  The  bible  writers  are  not  able  to  analyze  such  ;  thut  sci- 
ence  has  done  since  and  exposed  them.  Metaphysical,  biblical  pretences  will  not  do  ir 
a  system  of  facts.  Providence  universal  enables  moral  free  agency  of  mind  under  the 
circumstances  of  creation,  to  carry  out  his  almighty  decrees.  This  excludes  guardiat 
angels,  genii,  demons,  and  meets  the  requisitions  in  the  circle  of  certain  and  altnight} 
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pravideaees.  As  God  is  immutable,  the  general  laws  of  natare  have  been,  are,  and  will 
be  immune.    Particular  providences  are  desirable  to  bible  of  tradition  men,  which 
will  yield  the  proper  view  of  moral  free  agency  of  mind  under  the  circumstances  of  cre- 
ation.   God^s  conservatiYe  principles  vindicate  him  in  vindicating  themselves. 
Bible  metaphysics  must  be  dispensed  with. 

Does  not  the  world  look  to  mind  and  reason  in  all  improvements  ?  What  is  moral 
free  ageney  for?  Will  predestination  justify  the  priestocracy  for  all  their  blunders,  the 
bible,  as  to  all  one^s  deeds  ?  A  great  progress  will  have  been  accomplished  in  civiliza- 
tiofl  when  the  powers  of  mind,  rightly  directed,  shall  have  their  legitimate  scope  and 
iofloeace.  Then  the  thousand  and  one  perversions  of  mind,  bound  to  the  car  of  super- 
fitiuoo,  will  be  legitimately  directed  to  the  right  channel,  and  we  shall  have  no  more  of 
the  absurd  pretensions  of  obsolete  despotisms.  The  principles  that  vindicate  themselves 
represent  the  especial  providence  of  God ;  how  much  more  1  do  not  know.  They 
boinanize,  civilize,  and  refine  the  world. 

Has  God  created  evil  ?  This  seems  perfectly  incompatible  with  a  perfect  Creator. 
Is  not  all  such  that  appears  so  attended  with  matters  that  evoke  man^s  genius  for  pro- 
tection, to  attain  a  greater  and  a  more  exalted  good,  a  stimulus  that  leads  on  invention 
from  necessity,  and  a  new  triumph  from  its  success. 

Miod  is  to  master  the  elements  of  creation  ;  and  what  seem  the  most  appalling  diffi- 
culties eventuate  in  the  most  illustrious  benefits.  Man^s  perversion  of  mind  renders 
abase  an  evil  to  himself;  but  then  that  is  an  abuse  of  the  mental  faculties,  under  the 
gaidance  of  free  moral  agency.  If  all  creation  move  on  in  one  harmonious  whole, 
where  is  the  evil  ?  If  man  relax  his  duty,  and  suffer  by  imbecilities  of  his  own  creation, 
coDserrative  principles  are  only  vindicated.  Mind  negatives  its  own  good,  and  that 
fiesative  is  evil.  Did  God  ever  establish  a  positive  evil  1  What  mind  oan  impiously 
ana  recklessly  preteud  to  such  assertion  ? 

What  one  thuig  can  be  denounced  out  of  this  world  ?  There  is  fire.  Can  that  form 
one  iota?  In  coJd  we  are  warmed,  in  cooking  we  are  supported,  and  by  appropriate 
Qses  the  world  participates  in  the  benefits  of  this  element.    If  a  man  choose  to  insert  his 

tr  into  the  blaze,  conservative  principles  only  vindicate  themselves. 
hat  is  done  by  means  of  supreme  providence  through  mind,  legitimately  though  ? 
Wiih  the  bible  gentry  mini?  is  nothing,  a  cypher ;  but  miracles,  prophecy  and  revelation, 
ail  impossibilities,  non-entities,  demonstrated,  are  everything, — the  very  reverse  of  truth, 
and  disgrace  of  mind. 

The  idea  of  God  giving  laws  to  predestinated  persons,  who  affect  the  faith  in  the 
Kriptures,  is  most  preposterous  for  them  !  Why  should  God  punish  them,  whom  he 
had  ah'eady  predetermined  to  be  lost  ?  Can  mind,  afler  thousands  of  years  of  the  deep- 
^  reading  of  God^s  scriptures,  his  works  by  philosophical  science,  now  assume  to  be 
critic,  when  yet  it  is  not  a  competent  analyst  ? 

Any  slight  view  of  Deity's  character  might  betray  an  attempt  at  impeachment,  which 
of  coarse,  so  far  from  beiug  just,  that  God  cannot  in  any  wise  whatever  be  assailed  by  his 
creation,  but  causes  the  converse,  that  forever  impeaches  the  assertor,  and  disgraces  him 
w  a  libelcr.  Our  analysis  of  creation  is  very  finite,  and  consequently  very  defective, 
but  the  correction  ever  rests  with  us  to  better  amendment,  and  that  corrective  is  pro- 
{^reasive  improvement.  The  pretensions  and  assumptions  of  man  too  often  betray  the 
»tt«»rapt  to  libel  Deity,  which  attempt  forever  recoils  on  himself 

Ail  the  pretensions  of  predestination  are  odious,  as  they  subvert  the  noblest  principles 
of  mind,  and  libel  God. 

What  a  miserable  vassal  doctrine  that  keeps  up  false  notions  in  the  world,  through 
pecnliar  bibles,  about  the  essential  difference  in  mankind,  the  basest  libel  of  the  God  of 
^  universe.  No  one  can  conceive  of  the  miserable  sophistries  of  monopoly  and  usurp- 
ation.   The  world  has  been  full  of  such. 

Rational  truth  is  not  to  be  heard  in  the  category  of  peculiar  faith  and  predestination. 
They  were  made  for  another  circle.  All  sophists  are  Jesuits,  and  all  peculiar  bible 
idrocates  are  necessarily  so.  You  talk  of  predestination,  when  the  world  is  for  the 
hnt  exertions  of  mind  and  body. 

You  speak  of  G  od's  creations  of  evil,  as  if  you  were  familiar  with  all  the  comprehen- 
tive  hein  of  creation.  Now  the  self-vindication  of  conservative  principles  takes  prece- 
dence forever ;  and  though  in  their  rectification  paramount  laws  take  precedence,  how 
b  that  an  evil  that  holds  minor  obligations  in  abeyance  to  all  supreme  1 

KiKiw  the  order.  Necessity,  is  this  the  great  law  of  self-preservation,  that  reigns 
puumount  in  nature.  Do  not,  then,  idolize  your  own  errors  worse  than  the  pagan 
idoHsts,  whom  you  have  complained  of.  There  is  no  positive,  absolute  evil.  The 
^9ects  of  peculiar  education  prove  mind^s  moral  free  agency,  that  must  necessarily  be  in 
tchitioii  to  its  ciictmistances  of  creation  to  be  invariably  understood.     But  from  this 
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position  Smatterers  and  quibblers  wish  to  escape,  to  be  free  from  all  restraints ;  a  things 
impossible  in  the  inherent  laws  of  matter,  intrinsic  or  relative  to  its  circle.  Man  must 
do  all  for  himself  by  the  best  light  of  rational  mind,  and  then  all  else  will  follow.  Re- 
ligion teaches  self-reliance  to  the  highest  point  of  independence.  Who  is  to  blame  for 
tyrants'  acts  and  crimes  ?  The  people  are  responsible  in  a  great  measure.  Mind  is 
subservient,  and  the  world  must  place  all  things  beyond  that  contingency.  If  we  knew 
positively  that  the  soul  was  immortal,  moral  free  agency  and  reason  had  not  been  dis- 
interested, hence  bible  sophistry  and  priestocracy  effrontery. 

£vil8  prove  the  perversion  of  mind  endowed  with  free  agency,  relative  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  creation. 

God  neter  created  evils,  or  an  evil  genius  as  an  agent.  The  free  agency  of  mind  is 
most  clear,  and  it  has  to  elaborate  its  own  chief  good  on  its  merits,  to  correct  the  evils 
of  its  peculiar  perversions. 

What  is  the  substitute  of  mind,  as  all  the  peculiar  bibles  are  incompetent,  as  untrue, 
to  meet  the  mind  question  ?  Your  liturgy  reminds  God  of  his  duty,  and  invokes  mira- 
cles he  does  not  do !  God's  grace  is  universal  as  mind  and  creation,  and  identified  with, 
and  to  be  elicited,  by  the  highest  and  most  worthy  rationality.  You  libel  God  to  invoke 
the  aid  of  peculiar  faith  ministry ;  an  indirect  action,  that  cannot  be  done  directly. 

The  noblest  blessing  of  mind  is  its  free  agency.  That  indicates  no  sudden  change 
of  heart,  but  a  rational  change  of  mind  for  man,  mdividually  and  mass.  Talk  no  more 
of  evils  and  predestination,  but  conquer  all  practicable  difficulties  by  mind,  most  rational. 

The  state  of  the  world  is  for  two  things  at  least ;  to  create  rational  mind,  and  means 
for  independence  of  God's  noblest  work,  mind — the  embodiment  of  soul — that  it  may 
create  its  own  future  elastic  exaltation. 

Use  providence  of  mind  in  the  wilderness,  ocean ;  avoidance  of  perverted  mind's  evils, 
as  war. 

Avoid  antagonism,  conflict  with  the  world.  How  ?  By  avoiding  all  contingencies, 
uniformly  recurring  to  principles,  counteracting  by  the  best  intellectual  ability  all  that 
mind,  under  the  circumstances,  should  and  can  do.  Rational  education  is  the  best  pilot 
to  free  agency  of  mind. 

RATIONAL   EDUCATION,  THE    PROPER    CULTURE   OF  RATIONAL 

MIND. 

Education  from  tradition,  that  is  not  amenable  to  rational  deductions,  becomes  pecu- 
liar, teaches  mind  innumerable  errors,  biased  opinions,  perverted  conclusions,  ruinous 
habits,  sectarian  interests,  and  bigoted  prejudices,  without  number  and  redress,  and  none 
but  enlightened  reason  can  recall  mankind  to  correction,  and  that  on  clear  knowledge 
of  their  particular  errors. 

There  is  a  rational  government  in  education,  reaction  of  mind's  light  resting  on  the 
pure  gifts  of  mind,  conservative  of  good,  otherwise  of  latent  evil,  as  separate  and  dia* 
tinct  as  the  national  blessings  of  American  independence,  and  piracy  on  the  hig-h 
seas. 

Women  as  well  as  men,  should  have  colleges  and  highest  seminaries,  to  enlarge  the 
comprehensive  capacity  of  mind,  but  all  must  ever  be  only  on  rational  principles. 

What  mean  those  lofly  piles  of  architecture,  those  churches,  monuments  of  supersti- 
tion ?  Are  these  the  means  of  peculiar  education  ?  Are  they  to  hand  down  to  miiKl 
the  mementos  of  false  faith  and  doctrines,  too  contemptible  for  it  to  think  of,  much 
less  embrace  ? 

Why  not  turn  into  the  legitimate  channels  of  right  use,  their  costs,  for  mental  itn. 
provement  ?  Make  them  colleges  for  science  and  mind's  fortification  in  true  thought^ 
the  greatest  adoration  that  ever  was  paid  to  Deity. 

Let  all  the  world  be  truly  benefitea  by  the  excessive  outlays,  and  let  excesses  go  to 
their  legitimate  use  in  science,  her  rewards  and  best  attainments.  Let  there  l^  no 
absurd  and  wicked  teacliings  of  wicked  cunning  men,  to  distract,  divide,  and  embitter 
the  world  in  false  and  superstitious  notions,  and  all  absurd  copyings  of  degraded  fables, 
received  with  implicit  faith  by  infatuated  multitudes,  sharing  the  folly  and  crime  oT 
mind  perverted  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  usurping  and  monopolizing  by  the  self-interest 
of  impostors  and  blasphemers,  what  is  really  the  duty  and  sincere  actions  of  mind. 

Let  not  missionaries  carry  back  to  Asia,  absurd  and  corrupt  copyings  of  their  oav^i; 
base  and  degraded  superstitions,  but  let  America,  that  gave  the  brightest  light  of  libei-ty 
to  the  world,  in  the  mighty  principles  of  free  government,  give  to  those  lost  sons  of 
superstition  and  tyranny,  tiie  bible  of  rational  mind  for  rational  and  true  religion.  Sh^ 
18  not  only  the  lovely  bride  of  annexation  on  her  own  continent  for  governmental  insti* 
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totitms,  bot  she  should  be  ready  to  respond  to  all  other  main  divisions  in  the  migh^ 
bonds  of  religious  brotherhood,  the  only  proper  union  of  the  rational  world. 

This  position  will  meet  the  requirements  of  mankind,  of  the  world,  that  is  a  misera- 
ble abject  slave  and  menial  servant  to  ignorance  and  its  consequences,  but  when  master 
tTraooieal,  parse-proud  and  overbearing,  yet  a  correct  affent  only  when  taught  its  dutj 
by  iniod,  tfakt  enlightened,  can  counteract  it  errors  and  frailties.  Of  what  value  it 
the  education  of  bigotry  and  peculiar  faith  ?  Educate  men  of  mind  in  all  the  power  of 
science  by  the  money  appropriated  for  such  gorgeous  buildings,  and  as  living  temples, 
let  them  go  into  the  dark  points  of  the  earth,  and  teach  the  principles  of  science  pure 
and  unadulterated  to  unsophisticated  minds,  to  create  the  right  germs  of  thought  and 
give  right  scope  to  action. 

All  nations  becoming  civilized  in  the  right  way,  will.be  glad  to  receive  all  such,  to 
scatter  the  mists  of  minds  and  their  errors,  superstition  and  ignominy. 

If  the  facts  were  now  told  by  the  missionaries  from  Asia,  they  might  say  that  the 
priests  there  are  laughing  at  the  idea  of  their  people  being  taught  only  copies  of  their 
ovo  superstitions,  aUied  to  absolutism,  to  render  church  and  state  omnipotent  over  the 
people,  the  true  sovereigns,  mere  abject  subjects.  Discoveries  aid  discoveries,  as 
points  for  future  advances.  Science  begets  science,  philosophy  evolves  philosophy. 
Dae  respect  to  the  lights  of  mind  will  put  down  superstition,  negative  the  quagmires  of 
the  dark  ages,  proscribe  all  absurd  bigotry,  and  declare  religion  as  proper  duty  of  man 
to  man  and  God.  To  secure  all  this,  education  is  indispensable,  and  that  must  not  ba 
pecohar. 

SOCIETY  AND  ITS  RIGHTS. 

SocisTT  depends  on  natural  laws  and  principles,  that  premise  the  most  legitimate 
laste,  and  comprehensive  results. 

She  teaches  the  counteracting  influence  of  benignant  education,  and  directs  talents  to 
tiieir  legitimate  theatre,  the  whole  earth. 

She  regards  the  misdirection  of  talents  as  a  public  evU,  and  sustains  the  best  practi- 
cal effects  of  rationality. 

She  reminds  of  the  loss  of  invaluable  time  for  years,  by  putting  apprentices  under 
poor  and  incompetent  workmen  and  poor  trades,  at  which  hardly  bread  can  be  made. 

She  directs  and  rewards  the  industrial  pursuits  of  the  nations  of  the  world. 

The  man  of  energy,  repentaiH  of  misdirected  ambition,  that  seeks  a  triumph  over  the 
world's  rights,  under  her  fostering  care  may  aspire  to  the  noblest  vindications  of  science 
ud  philosophy. 

The  assassinations  brought  about  by  revenge,  resulting  from  the  vices  of  the  power- 
H  who  iniure  with  seeming  impunity,  the  other  by  the  weaknesawof  the  sufferer,  may 
be  directed  into  channels  where  no  such  disastrous  cause  should  be  given,  as  legal  jus- 
lice  will  avenge  the  injuries  of  the  humblest  citizens. 

The  best  cultiyated  mind  of  education  in  science  and  philosophy,  understanding  the 
proper  rights  of  society  best  promoted  by  religion,  can  understand  all  the  varied  forms 
of  snperstition,  the  works  of  priestocracies,  whose  collusion  has  been  imposed  on  this 
vorld,  the  age  of  mind.   ^ 

The  world  wilf  never  be  right,  till  a  conservative  revolution  in  society,  establishes 
^  equity  of  principles. 

ANALYSIS  OF  PRINCIPLES. 

A  coBRKCT  education  gives  the  best  introduction  to  this  position.  Without  it,  pre- 
jftdice  forms  one  of  the  worst  barriers  to  cheat  the  mind  of  its  rights,  and  God  of  his 
attribotes.  The  sooner  we  reach  the  analysis  of  principles,  the  better  will  be  the  per- 
formance of  oor  duty,  the  more  certain  our  safety  in  all  the  present  and  future  pros- 
Parity. 

Priociplea  must  be  understood*  not  mystified  at  all,  to  secure  the  best  legitimate  good 
to  society  and  all,  who,  truly  religious,  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  less  to  object,  but  all 
to  hope  when  undeniable  principles  are  advanced.  All  wise  men  should  know  before 
thej  start,  that  all  is  safe,  to  insure  their  safety. 

Religion  exists  in  its  elements,  not  in  the  advances  of  opinions,  but  in  the  Author  of, 
It!  principles,  who  is  recognised  in  the  organization  of  creation. 

Heligion  only  exists  with  its  principles,  that  must  emanate  from  the  Supreme,  innate 
for  all  objects  of  preservation,  ever  since  mind  was  formed — ^then  no  after  action. if* 
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i  at  all,  hence  messiahship,  that  is  sulMiequent  to  creation  of  the  unirene  and  mind, 
cannot  begin  to  meet  the  question,  admitting  the  necessity  for  it,  which  there  is  cot  io 
the  miiversal  presidency  of  the  Ahnighty,  therefore  cannot  be  recognised  by  wise  or 
sane  minds. 

Ail  such  are  a  horrible  and  impious  blasphemy  and  imposition,  can  be  nothing  leas 
than  a  gross  libel  in  the  region  of  reason. 

The  organisation  of  Creation  is  an  eternal  witness,  that  the  Almighty  rules  supreme 
in  his  unity,  and  annihilates  every  bible  of  tradition  as  basely  false. 

Natural  and  simple,  then,  are  the  provisions,  secure  and  lasting  are  the  foundations, 
that  look  only  to  God. 

Men  of  prmciples  and  true  science  must  see  that  no  individual,  no  conomunity,  can 
exist,  without  fundamental  good  as  premised. 

For  what  were  the  universe  and  its  conservative  principles  instituted,  but  for  mind, 
the  mighty  free  agent  of  the  Creator  ?  Shall  libelers  of  God  enslave  it  for  their 
degraded  purposes  ?     Past  history  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  show  this  too  plainly. 

Rational  religion  is  certain  to  rational  minds  for  its  principles,  as  mathematical 
science,  that  no  botches  can  affect 

This  subject  is  unmistakable  to  all  of  every  civilized  nation,  and  dweUs  despite  of 
aU  other  peculiar  faiths,  ready  to  be  called  up  by  reason  for  ever. 

Who  will  pervert  these  principles  for  a  worldly  gain  ? 
'  All  must  see  the  effect  of  personal  responsibility  in  the  presumption  of  tampering 
with  the  rights  and  destinies  of  mind,  that  may  constitute  the  brightest  emanation  for 
immortality,  or  the  severest  curse  in  result. 

Who  will  forfeit  the  first,  or  incur  the  penalty  of  the  last  1  Who  is  not  already  con- 
demned in  the  attempt  ? 

The  intellectual  and  moral  state  of  the  present  age,  demands  a  proper  exposition  and 
indication  of  every  principle  affecting  the  liberty  of  the  individual,  the  prosperity  of  the 
state,  and  the  future  happiness  of  all. 

Monotheism  can  never  be  passive  in  such  matters,  inculcating  on  all,  as  she  does,  a 
just  adoration,  by  eternal  principles  of  their  Almighty  Author,  the  one  great  and  Living 
God ;  she  requires  their  essential  and  indispensable  adoption. 

The  obvious  means  for  conservative  light  of  reason,  are  those  furnished  at  the  mint, 
that  wise,  good,  and  true  citizens,  recognise  mind-<;ultivation,  rational  and  universal 
education,  right  education  of  mind,  as  pure,  and  innocent  as  God  made  it  in  attainable 
capacity,  education  in  His  other  gifts,  the  principles  of  science  and  philosophy,  to  render 
unto  mmd  her  purest,  brightest  attributes,  the  worthiest  faculties. 

Such  education  is  for  wisdom,  and  not  mere  learning. 

Wisdom  to  learn,  to  know,  to  act,  to  apply  the  richest  treasures  of  mind  to  the  right 
place,  at  the  right  time,  and  all  appropriate  means  of  observation  and  science. 

Then,  the  days  o^  tradition,  uncertain,  vague,  and  fanatical,  subject  to  a  thousand 
aspects  moulded  in  the  hands  of  demagogues,  flatterers  for  favors,  treacherous  to  the 
dear  people,  whose  souls  they  affect  to  love,  and  blasphemous  to  the  eternal,  with  her 
varied  impositions,  oral  or  written,  from  the  authors  to  the  publishers,  will  be  rightly 
numbered. 

Then,  the  tyrants  of  society,  cannot  seek  to  bind  and  coerce  its  members  by  all  the 
unhallowed  acts  of  fiendish  ambition,  when  bigotry  will  be  silenced,  and  may  not  wan* 
tonly  add  again  her  now  expiring  siren  delusions. 

Without  a  right  education,  we  see  in  every  age,  the  incapacity  of  man  for  uniform, 
and  adequate  protection,  for  society  in  general. 

Assuredly  the  elements  of  this  evil  are  not  in  creation,  where  libelous  ignorance  in 
her  impudent  assurance,  places  so  much  of  self-exoneration,  as  that  implies  mind'^s 
faulty  analysis,  and  impeaches  the  attributes  of  Deity,  but  in  the  faulty  action  of  mind 
and  its  dereliction,  to  meet  the  legitimate  demands  node  upon  it,  to  correct  the  evils 
of  the  world. 

Most  of  the  case,  is  in  this  position— now  instead  of  complaints,  murmurs,  repinings, 
and  libels,  arouse  to  correct  action,  mind  of  mankind. 

Thy  earthly  province  is  a  high  and  plastic  destiny. 

To  whom  shall  we  refer  ?  Assuredly  to  expanded  and  expansive  minds,  those,  all 
of  them,  whose  interest  it  is  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  a  liberal  and  expanded  freedom. 

Can  sound  mind  ever  refer  to  any  species  or  absolutism,  that  betrays  its  character  in 
increasing  the  difficulties,  instead  of  the  blessings  of  society  ?  On  what  basis  of  ethics 
is  the  logic  founded  ?  We  can  never  refer  to  Uiose  wedded  to  preconceived  opinions, 
and  invested  in  their  professions  to  abjure  all  progress  of  mind. 

Little  should  we  avail,  if  we  estimate  by  intimate  knowledge  of  human  nature  and 
oluuraoter,  if  we  sought  this  idle  and  worthless  futility. 
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This  analysis  enables  ub  then  to  receive  with  caution,  %nf  of  the  extnordinary  gifts 
Qf  absolutism. 

Fnim  the  first  idea  of  innocence  to  the  extremeet  depths  of  iniquity  and  crime)  man's 
edacatton  involves  analogous  results. 

This  mighty  principle  was  instilled  for  the  wisest  purposes.  Its  good  tendency^  as 
coBservattre,  is  by  God's  benefit ;  its  bad  impulse  is  by  man's  per?ersion)  and  is  his 
penalty. 

See  the  difficulty  of  change  from  its  fixed  character  of  first  impressions ;  how  im<> 
meose  is  that  of  revolution  for  reformation  in  most  worthy  objects,  even  through  this 
aveaue  ngbtly  directed,  and  how  deplorable  the  difficulty  o(  what  is  wrong  from  bias 
perversion  t  Many  has  been  the  effort  to  overcome  this  difficulty,  but  light  of  each 
min4  itself,  the  rightful  guardian,  presents  the  only  solution.     Start  right  to  end  safely. 

Man  is  a  being  created  for  the  most  beneficent  purposes,  as  God  made  him  subject 
to  the  modification  of  circumstances  and  education. 

The  world's  light  cannot  be  too  bright  to  benefit  man. 

The  primary  l^nefit  is  to  ensue  on  true  refined  education  and  its  elements* 

Such  a  state  of  things  will  teach  that  man's  professions  are  to  be  with  his  God,  his 
ictioRs  with  man,  and  only  to  be  estimated  by  his  proper  conduct  throogli  life ;  hence, 
mao  hecomes  a  rational  religionist. 

With  the  most  expansive  freedom,  freemen  ought  to  have  the  best  education  of 
science,  else  they  may,  if  licentious,  abuse  it  the  Worse,  and  degeneration  be  thus 
effe;ied. 

The  substantia]  true  education  of  mind  at  the  right  time,  is  to  overcome  the  amount 
of  sophistry,  the  order  of  the  day  with  lawyers,  preachers,  doctors,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  world. 

That  education  goes  to  the  depths  of  philosophy  as  high  as  mind  can  reach» 

It  commends  the  giving  all  minds  proper  training  to  the  legitimate  extent,  a  life-fond 
to  grapple  with  all  life's  difficulties. 

Such  means  will  expel  feudal  times,  and  false  social  views,  and  secure  the  best 
attainable  refined  social  and  moral  intellectual  state,  requisite  for  man's  good. 

It  is  the  leadership  of  mind  that  must  be  in  the  mastery  of  principles. 

Coercive  leaders,  military  and  civil,  are  only  to  be  respected  in  their  places,  to  attain 
pore  and  unadulterated  views  of  duty  and  proper  security,  for  their  just  performance. 

All  intelligent  inquiring  minds  will  admit  that  the  world  needs  education,  varied  as 
its  rabjects,  to  extricate  mankind  from  the  horrible  vassalage  of  peculiar  faith  error, 
that  infects  with  moral  contagion,  all  within  the  sphere  of  the  terrible  malign  influence. 

Of  the  billions  of  past  rational  existences,  how  many  would  have  received  the  truth 
of  mind,  if  they  had  had  the  means  of  appreciating  it  ? 

Then  all  this  matter  is  one  of  suitable  education. 

How  desirable  and  absolutely  necessary  is  it  for  parents,  friends  and  guardians,  to 
Euarantee  a  proper  education  for  the  child,  as  wise  citizens  render  the  state  prosperous, 
and  themselves  worthy  of  it. 

Education  alone  enables  us  to  handle  principles  properly,  to  attain  to  that  sublime 
quality,  fraternity  and  liberty,  that  bless  the  world. 

What  is  education  ?  Simply  the  evolution  of  mind,  on  science,  and  philosophy ;  all 
ebe  is  its  counterfeit. 

Education  that  comprehends  the  master  funds  of  mind,  cortectly  carried  out,  protects 
i»  against,  and  defends  us  from  the  world's  wiles,  all  peculiar  faiths  that  positively 
'^nate  from  peculiar  education. 

The  education  of  the  world  does  not  impart  at  first  to  children's  youthful  minds  the 
r^t  appreciation,  consequently  right  habits  are  not  fixed  from  depraved  tastes  and 
^iiiaied  results. 

Nations,  as  the  world,  sufifer,  as  both  are  concerned. 

Education  mnst  expose  all  tiie  machinery  that  embraced  ghosts,  witches,  and  hob- 
goblins, as  the  exploded  pious  or  impious  frauds  of  superstitious  notions  of  barbarian 
H^  existing  only  in  the  brains  of  dreamers  or  designers. 

h  is  important  to  use  rational  education,  that  introduces  science  and  philosophy,  with 
Practical  good  sense,  else  the  possession  misleads,  as  a  thing  hurtfhi  among  a  host  of 
Idesings. 

She  tells  us  tbe  folly  and  idleness  of  animal  excitement  prevailing  in  churches,  the 
hardened  folly  of  bigotry,  the  wanton  stupidity  of  faith  sophistry,  all  or  which  have  some 
peeuiiai  custom  and  government. 

Wise  legislators  will  find  the  palaces  of  education  cheaper  than  cabins  for  jails. 

Education  of  right  principles  is  not  a  forced  power,  but  is  ever  eharacterixed  with  the 
breliest  qualities. 
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She  pramotes  no  ambition  nuBdirected,  bat  causes  pride  to  be  rightly  directed,  as  u 
high-minded  sentiment  divested  of  variety. 

:  She  rightly  cultivates  the  moral  tone  and  mind  of  society,  and  produces  the  best  fund 
for  life-enjoyment. 

She  will  teach  peculiar  faith  to  be  so  heinous  as  to  inspire  true  men  with  the  resolre^ 
that  it  shall  be  the  least  if  not  last  of  mind^s  trammels,  if  practicable. 

She  directs  to  the  improvement  of  the  natural  acquisition  of  religion,  that  her  con- 
stituents  can  best  appreciate. 

With  her,  religion  will  not  be  forced  as  in  a  hot-house. 

The  analysis  of  mind  cultivated  by  liberal  education  wiU  rightly  tell  us,  that  the 
doctrine  of  non-resistance  cannot  apply  to  any  part  of  mankind  by  education.  Non- 
resistance  can  only  invite  aggression,  insult,  or  injury ;  then  the  quickest  way  is  to  giro 
the  delinquent  aggressors  their  penalty ;  as  the  hotter  the  war,  the  sooner  peace  with 
principles. 

But  by  resistance  is  meant  defence,  not  the  wrong  of  aggression,  that  does  not  inTolre 
the  lofty  character  of  self-preservation,  ever  founded  on  princifdes. 

There  are  many  things  deeply  injurious  to  feelings,  and  they  may  crush  the  best 
characters,  unless  proper  resentment  be  made ;  therefore  appropriate  penalty  may  be  best 
for  both  parties. 

It  may  make  the  evil  the  least,  and  correct  most  evils  at  the  right  point.  A  wise 
precaution  is  the  best  in  all  things  of  life. 

It  is  not  non-resistance,  but  justice  for  evil  and  oppression.  Mind  seeks  and  obtain» 
its  best  protection  by  principles,  that  are  the  only  thing  that  show  the  mathematical 
precision  of  science,  the  correct  action  of  morals. 

Doubtlessly,  the  time  is  approaching  when  cognizance  of  principles  will  be  so  exact 
that  the  highest  state  of  correction  of  the  world  will  at  once  arise,  from  their  inherent 
potency  and  reflection  of  light;  hence  an  enlightened  public  opinion  is  now  the  highest 
sovereign  arbiter  of  all  earthly  standards  and  tribunals.  But  it  can  never  be  so  eleyated 
as  long  as  obsolete  bibles  of  tradition  are  the  tyrannizers  of  society,  and  force  faith, 
whether  destitute  of  principle  and  reason  or  not. 

Now  if  there  were  any  cause  of  difference  of  feeling,  &c.,  between  persons,  two  or 
more,  they  should  face  each  other  calmly  and  state  their  grievances ;  and  if  insult  be  the 
motive,  then  a  more  consistent  and  proper  resentment  can  be  shown,  and  only  that 
justified  by  the  highest  soul-principles ;  or  a  better  correction  can  be  most  promptly  and 
properly  had  on  the  same  basis,  to  kiy  aside  erroneous  impressions  and  unsound  preju- 
dices, and  promote  a  better  state  of  society. 

Act,  then,  in  this  paramount  matter,  manly  and  candidly,  openly  and  above  board  at 
once,  and  decide  permanently,  and  in  the  best  honor  and  peace. 

The  best  action  of  society  is  that  of  knowledge,  that  results  from  science,  which 
the  key  of  rational  education,  the  proper  diw;ipline  of  mind,  reveals  and  inspires. 

Then  all  rational  minds  must  l^e  satisfied  that  the  work!  can  only  be  in  her  happiness, 
greatness  and  prosperity  by  the  flourishing  state  of  rational  education,  through  philo- 
sophical science. 

The  people,  the  rational  minds  of  the  world,  must  institute  a  new  era  for  their  hest 
position. 

By  the  blessings  of  science-education  subsequent  ages  will  put  into  the  shade  much 
of  past  improvements  and  diaooveries. 

>  Optics  have  advanced  astronomy.  When  we  reach  something  that  will  advance 
optics,  and  that  displayed  by  subsequent  improvements,  then  we  may  begin  to  appreciate 
who  God  is,  his  mighty  funds,  and  the  agency  of  mind  that  he  created. 

Science  and  phUosopby,  the  more  accurately  known,  cause  us  to  approach  more 
accurately  to  God,  in  the  advance  and  progress  of  mind. 

Without  the  characteristic  traits  of  universe-education,  the  only  safe  one,  the  Tortex 
of  speculation  is  one  that  destroys  myriads  that  do  not  depend  on  their  own  manly  action^ 
best,  matured,  and  honest  judsment,  but  unfortunately  depend  on  the  verdant,  unnatural ^ 
and  oflen  interested  advice  of  incompetent  men,  who  will  most  ^tupidlv  shrink  from  all 
gentlemanly  responsibility,  and  sadly  leave  the  advised  to  deplore  the  brazen  ignorance 
and  baseness  of  the  advisers. 

Judgment  is  the  quintessence,  the  concentration  of  the  senses  afler  all  said  and  done, 
and  that  can  be  only  wisely  matured  on  the  basis  of  conservative  principles. 
.  How  much  of  advice  is  tendered,  and  how  little  of  it  is  disinterested  or  good  I    Then 
tiiink  and  act  judiciously  for  all  and  thyself. 

There  is  hardly  one  original  genius — one  genius  thinker  or  analyzer  in  millions;  the  a 
mankind  should  distrust  all  equivocal  pretensions. 

Without  education  we  are  subject  to  the  contingency  of  chance,  not  the  uniform  pro- 
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teciKn  of  flcienee  and  philosophy,  in  our  daily  transactions,  and  liable  to  be  swindled  by 
erery  ttQpnii£ip|ed  man  that  oomes  about  us. 
How,  otherwise,  is  the  ignorance  of  the  world  to  be  overcome!  ^ 
Yob  kare  an  organized  brain,  a  ratiooai  means  to  learn,  and  it  must  be  so  applied  in 
sH  ssl^eets,  rel^ion  especially. 

Bj  this  find  we  obtain  a  definite  system,  a  meaning  and  point  in  every  thing  we  aim 
at,  to  counteract  all  perverted  advice. 

Carry  on  your  schools  to  propagate  good  «ense,  and  all  that  it  commands,  as  the 
ffitmeot  they  gs  down  liberty  dies. 

AH  minds  are  confirmed  by  habits  of  education,  and  rarely  change;  then  have  that 
most  rational. 

Liber^  itself  is  to  be  directed  by  the  lights  of  rational  education,  that  it  run  not  into 
commanisn  nor  licentiousness,  that  all  belong  to  absolutism  or  sophistry. 

All  ought  to  protect  the  altar  of  their  country,  and  elicit  the  worth  of  science,  for  the 
biessiog  of  the  human  race,  that  should  not  feel  the  despotism  of  monarchy,  nor  of  the 
majority. 

A  rational  education  enables  us  best  to  invoke  justice,  wisdom,  honor,  and  virtue,  to 
coDnteract  the  disgusting  and  low  intrigues  of  cunning  and  vice,  that  may  supplant  the 
good  by  wretched  policy  and  criminal  design. 

Tbe  world,  in  its  honest  ignorance  and  exemption  from  suspicion  of  all  the  horrors 
of  granny,  will  snfier  self-delusion  and  public  imposition. 

Parents  are  accountable  to  their  children  for  the  correct  instruction  imparted,  as  the 
«OD<)act  of  the  child  reflects  on  the  parents. 

Children  should,  then,  be  firmly  accountable  to  such  parents. 

Socie^  and  states  should  hold  all  parents  reasonably  accountable  for  cotrect  instmc- 
tioD,  and  themselves  responsible  for  all  tbe  facilities  necessary,  as  they  do  for  all  the 
peoalties  hiflicted. 

It  IB  better  to  build  up  systems  and  means  of  libera],  rational  education,  than  those  of 
panishment. 

What  a  pity  it  is  that  parents  do  not  resist,  candidly  and  firmly,  the  downward  ten- 
deDcy  and  progress,  that  may  ruin  their  children. 

They  indulge  their  children  unwisely,  and  see  them  first  perish  from  abuse  of 
moiala. 

They  undertake  to  govern  their  children,  and  fall  below  their  esteem. 

Children  have  all  the  faculties  of  copying  the  example  of  their  parents. 

Thoee  parents  are  bound  to  give  them  a  correct  copy  of  principles,  but,  alas,  that 
<opy  is  a  miserabie  fiiilnre. 

Do  sot  Qow  or  pet  children ;  they,  as  ail,  must  beware  of  the  first  step,  and  should  be 
UTiriably  governed  rationally. 

Education,  that  teaches  cultivation  of  independent  thought,  presents  what  religion 
rrqaires.  What  do  predestination,  baptism,  Romanism,  protestantism,  Greekism,  or  any 
other  church  division  or  peculiar  fiiith,  present  to  mind,  but  the  errore  <if  peculiar 
odocation? 

Youth,  sincerely  installed  in  the  light  of  science  of  mind^s  prtneiples,  learns  that 
liberty  of  conscience  that  shows  respect  to  mind,  and  proves  true  sineerity  in  religion. 
^^Qch  minds  must  best  honor  truth  and  honesty.  All  people  have  it,  where  mind  exists, 
iew  or  gentile.  Christian  or  pagan,  if  they  would  cultativate  its  right  precepts. 

Ignorance  of  mind,  and  its  false  government  of  passions,  particularly  the  most  com- 
■>oo,  as  avarice  and  ambition,  make  bigots  and  fanatics. 

Education  o^the  world,  with  the  whole  of  the  reasoning  factiHies,  elicits  the  mind- 
M  fsr  thought,  enjoyment,  independence,  action,  and  progress,  and  goes  for  sound, 
pore,  and  kiftiest  religion. 

No  in4»ressions  can  be  made,  then,  by  al)  <he  designs  of  superstition,  however  politic 
^  Tinonary. 

PrascnptiDn  by  names,  under  tbo^mask  of  pure  religion,  will  not  avail,  to  commit 
oQtiagM  on  mind  thns  fortified.  Education  must  teach  «o  as  to  satisfy  the  inquiring 
niod,  explaining  and  solving  all  essential  things. 

Mind  is  truly  to  be  consulted  in  the  solution  of  all  the  questions  of  this  life,  for  all 
^e ;  not  in  one  but  in  all  centuries.  States  hold  all  their  citizens  accountable  to 
(hem,  then  they  are  responsible  for  correct  morals  and  their  rational  education,  that 
■iml  throughout  the  world  may  be  adequately  supplied  by  all  the  means  and  facilities 
^  its  happiness.  Rational  education  teaches  mind  to  think  for  itself,  and  that  correctly, 
whereas  peculiar  education  causes  it  to  obey  the  peculiar  opinions  of  others.  The  first 
uorGod,thelastofniaa. 

Let  the  millions  annaally  expended,  for  tbe  last,  be.dev«ted  to  the  first,  then  ound 
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would  be  enlightened,  and  the  world  happier,  because  better.  Peculiar  edocatiim  i» 
promotiTe  of  peculiar  prejudices.  Educational  purposes  may  embrace  monumental,  to 
celebrate  the  victories  of  the  illustrious  dead,  in  this  utilitarian  age. 

But  what  will  compare  vrith  one  brilliant  mind,  superbly  and  rationally  educated  ? 
Monuments,  erected  to  worth  and  merit,  may  promote  that  very  education.  We  must 
make  due  allowances  for  those  schooled  in  their  peculiar  education,  and  wedded  to  all 
its  institutions,  that  look  at  the  customs  of  their  fathers. 

Education  should  be  so  rational  as  to  quarry  out  a  proper  amount  of  actios  for  life. 
The  world  is  so  cut  up  by  sectarianism,  secret  societies,  &c.,  and  the  difficulties  of 
mere  public  opinion  are  so  intricate,  that  rational  education  must  preside^  to  obviatf^ 
all  such. 

All  must  have  no  education  of  peculiar,  but  rational  views.  Rational  kistructioo  and 
education  are  the  conservatives  of  the  globe,  while  ignorance  is  the  father  of  errors. 
Poor  persons  are  too  much  excluded  from  mind  unprovement,  by  the  dictation  of  the 
priestocracy — ^they  are  in  its  leading  strings,  as  its  minions. 

What  are  the  curses  of  false  education  and  faith  ?  The  cultivation  of  mind  by  ra- 
tional education  has  brought  the  age  far  beyond  what  any  bibles  of  Moses  or  his  priest- 
ethers  could  do.  Only  think  of  the  inhibitioa,  virtually,  by  all  interdiction,  of  any 
ehange  of  such  scriptures,  on  a  proper  appreciation  of  astronomical  science  so  recklessly 
declared  in  those  works.  I 

The  science  of  education  is  entitled  a  regular  commission,  embracing  all  practical 
subjects,  as  agriculture,  customs,  example^  laws,  and  opinions,  that  must  be  referred  to 
the  Almighty  standard,  by  rational  education. 

The  moderns  have  the  best  educational  means,  general  protection  of  bws,  aR  the 
means  of  mind  concentrated  to  one  great  object.  Educate,  to  eschew  peculiar  ikith  and 
narrow  views.  He  who  depends  on  mere  professional  school-knowledge  will  be  hum- 
bugged, deceived  badly — ^miserably.  Such  is  not  for  advancing,  but  for  failure.  Bui 
the  odious  distinction  of  poor  and  rich  can  be  well  obviated,  as  far  as  practical,  in  the 
order  of  universal  brotherhood  ;  we  can  see  the  good  effect  of  a  liberal  rational  educa- 
tion. The  superfluities  of  the  rich,  the  ornaments  of  honsea  of  extravagant  order,  had 
better  be  devoted  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor's  education. 

All  that  is  essentially  necessary  for  mind  is  nniversal,  and  commenced  when  mind 
was  created.  Rational  education  must  do  its  duty  by  it.  The  support  of  public  schools 
cannot  be  too  extensively  entertained. 

The  race  of  mankind  is  compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  seek  the  best  legitimate  lationa] 
education.  If  bibles  of  tradition  stand  in  the  way,  expel  them.  Rational  education 
corrects  the  dogmas  of  the  schools,  causing  them  to  be  permanently  right,  and  never  to 
be  reversed !  Who,  in  his  innocence,  does  not  believe  that  the  world  is  nearer  nghi 
and  truth-telling,  justice  doing  without  peculiar  education  1  Rational  education  is  to 
enable  us  to  see,  and  correct  all  fallacies,  practicable. 

It  will  put  avray  all  the  trammels  of  the  schools^  and  will  finally  produce  the  deahable 
and  necessary  social  regeneration.  The  obhgation  conferred,  renders  mind  capable  of 
leaving -society  no  worse  than  fonnd.  The  great  rational  means  of  improvement  are 
all  educational ;  but  letters  are  not  the  absolute  means,  however  we  deplore  their  ab> 
sence  in  any  one  case,  whDe  common  sense  is  to  be  elicited  b^  things  and  subjects. 
Ignorance  is  preferable  to  error.  It  is  hard  to  find  out  at  this  tune  any  part  so  unen- 
lightened, that  poroper  sense  may  not  be  elicited.  Pecuhar  education  differs  ever  the 
world,  while  rational  is  universally  uniform  in  principles. 

The  first  imparts  faith  In  devils,  angels,  witches,  ghosts,  miracles,  prophecies,  and 
mysteries  peculiarly  revealed.    What  is  more  absurd,  or  untruthful  ? 

Once  the  clergy  had  nearly  the  sole  means  of  education ;  moulding  public  sentiment : 
forcing  it  by  inquisition ;  perverting  it  by  sophistry ;  silencing  it  by  noisons  and  dun- 
geons, by  the  blackest  impositioe,  the  most  detestable  superstition.  Who  can  wonder 
at  the  world-wide  perversions?  There  was  but  one  edition  of  clerical  imposition,  in 
Rome,  Greece,  Egypt,  India  and  Asia,  the  whole  world.  When  and  wharewill  all  this 
stop?  When  ntk>nal  education  of  the  world  gets  the  maateiy,  and  mind  aasarta  it» 
Ihllri^ts! 

Rational  education  ean  correct  all  the  malign  effects  of  pecoKar  edncation,  if  the 
workl  will  do  riglit. 

Phrenology  physical  presents  relative  exception  to  responsibility,  unless  the  organa 
be  rightiy  cultivated ;  hence,  a  Kberal  and  just  education  is  expedient.  The  state  owes 
this.  Some  people  do  not  aj^reciate  the  good  effects,  the  necessary  obligations  of  a 
liberal  education,  that  enables  us  to  depend  on  our  own  judgment,  and  the  best  facts  of 
the  case.     Those  do  not  understand  the  subject  they  afiect  to  decide  on. 

The  world  cannot  possesa  too  much  of  independence ;  and  aa  to  auccesa  in  varioaa 
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profesnoBt  ud  employments,  the  novice  has  to  ask  some  preliminary  questions,  as  if 
the  village  or  social  circle  is  free  or  is  rented  out,  belongs  to  a  few  dictators  1  Every 
essential  that  promotes  rational  education,  must  be  sacredly  protected.  What  is  done 
virith  all  the  school  funds  ?  Are  they  properly  used,  well  employed  by  the  head  men, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  ?  Are  they  added  to,  instead  of  diminished  ?  The  world 
needs  t  proper  system  of  rational  education.  All  cultivated  circles  ought  to  have  libra- 
ries of  most  select  and  valuable  books,  debating  societies,  if  practicable  ;  all  the  approved 


A  respect  to  the  best  feeling  on  this  subject  bespeaks  the  effort  for  justice.  This 
subject  should  be  fully  comprehended,  by  the  inherent  right  of  self-protection.  The 
object  should  be  to  obtain  a  true  republican  education,  that  will  prepare  youth  to  do  jus- 
tice (0  mind  in  all  the  various  relations  of  country,  science,  and  religion. 

REASON  IS  THE  PROPER  STANDARD  OF  TRUTH  AND  RELIGION. 

Dbty  underwrites  his  own  character  by  creation,  organization  and  conservation  of 
the  nniverse :  if  man  contradicts  this  position,  he  perverts  his  own  mind,  libels  God, 
and  impeaches  himself,  as  degraded,  wilfuUv  ignorant  and  blind. 

Soch  views,  involving  treachery  and  high  treason  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  his  im- 
becility for  the  past  and  future  protection  of  all  creation,  recoils  in  fearful  retribution  on 
tbe  authors  of  such  obliquity  of  mind,  more  disgraceful  than  heathen  mythology,  all  of 
which  has  been  swept  away  from  enlightened  minds. 

lo  the  name  of  God's  attributes,  purity  that  admits  nothing  impure  in  his  character, 
of  omniscience  that  recognises  sin,  the  negative  of  good,  and  expels  it  as  evil,  and  of 
omnipotence  that  faithMIy  interdicts  all  such,  mind,  enlightened,  pure,  and  free  from 
nssalage  of  malign  influences,  looking  properly  at  the  essential  attributes,  must  protest 
forpver,  with  suitable  reverence  of  Deity,  the  eternal  Creator. 

There  can  be  no  peculiar  nor  original  creation  of  an  evil  genius,  when  the  sinful  ge- 
Dins  of  mind  perverted  already,  resulting  necessarily  on  its  free  agency  in  circumstances 
of  a  irorld  of  earthly  character,  exists  enough. 

Such  original,  peculiar,  particular  creation,  would  be  a  contradiction  and  absurd 
analysis  of  Deity's  essential  attributes. 

Sieity  has  created  the  greatest  good,  whose  negative  is  evil,  as  destruction  is  the  ne- 
gative of  conservation,  and  his  perfect  character  extracts  the  greatest  good  out  of  the 
supposed  greatest  evils,  the  most  worthy  example  of  mind  to  imitate. 

Tbe  more  perfect  the  mind,  the  more  valid  is  its  good..  Such  mind  enlightens  the 
world,  and  blesses  it  by  the  best  fruits. 

Any  particular  malign  creation  of  an  evil  genius  would  imply  the  same  perversion  of 
Duod  of  the  Creator,  and  necessarily  impeaches  his  character. 

Ifmoimnt  and  self-willed,  avaricious  and  ambitious  mind,  wilfully  and  knowingly  blind, 
•elfljmportant,  degraded  in  affectation  to  render  mind  vassal,  libeling  the  Creator  at 
eveiy  step,  a  botch  in  conception,  has  to  retract  its  horrible  conception,  and  must  retreat 
to  its  demoralized  and  corrupt  insignificancy. 

Mind's  errors  do  not  arise  fiom  pure  thoughts,  and  liberal  world-wide  views  of  crea- 
tion's nature  and  obligations. 

God's  inspirations  rest  on  noble  thoughts,  and  his  best  blessings  fructify  such  candid 
exposition  of  truth  and  reason. 

No:  the  errors  that  assail  the  world  in  bitterness,  degradation  and  wo,  arise  by  cor- 
niption  of  mind,  self-delusion,  wilful  blindness  and  imbecility. 

Tbe  day  that  proclaims  faith  peculiar  of  any /character  especially  to  advance  the  pre-v 
tended  divine  rights  of  kings  and  churchmen,  is  to  be  admitted  without  reason,  witnesses  ^ 
u  its  broad  light  an  admission  of  reckless  tyranny  and  guilty  sophistry,  the  like  of 
wbich  cannot  be  conceived. 

Enlightened  reason  informs  and  teaches  us  the  value  of  conservative  principles,  for 
vbich  past  legends  substituted  the  pretences  of  angels,  a  mere  fiction  in  the  brain  of 


Angels  were  as  necessary  to  uphold  the  solar  systems  of  the  universe,  as  to  convey 
^Mtsages  for  Deity  to  its  rational  beings  in  tbe  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  mind,  the 
only  medium  of  communication. 

The  universe  was  created  on  a  system  of  conservative  principles,  and  must  be  gov- 
erned by  them  in  the  physical,  moral  and  religious  elements.  Who  but  reason  pros- 
trated the  fell  purposes  of  idolatry  and  superstition,  with  their  attendant  sophistry,  for- 
ever misleading  the  people  and  seducing  their  noblest  exertions  ? 

She  can  rear  the  best  fabric  that  mind  can  institute.  ^^  ^ 
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Who  but  she  befriends  man  in  his  best  capacity,  when  he  ia  ddy  aroused  to  give  best 
heed  to  her  counsel,  and  improve  by  cultivation  to  the  best  talents  ? 

Can  impudent  peculiar  faith  stand  in  the  presence  of  reason  when  she  rebels  aguinst 
her  tribunal  ? 

Every  trustworthy,  truthful  man  is  aided  by  his  reason,  whose  justice  and  protection 
he  feels  conscientiously  bound  to  invoke  forever  to  sustain  himself,  posterity  and  world. 
Who  asks  for  or  can  obtain  better  security  ? 

This  foundation  iff  sure  to  eternity,  resting  on  eternal  principles  as  old  as  time,  dara- 
ble  as  creation,  conservative  as  God^s  attributes. 

Reason  can  never  adopt  traditions  of  any  character  or  profession  as  tmtliful  and 
worthy  of  honest  &ith,  no  matter  of  what  part  of  the  world,  marred  by  feudalism  and 
vassalage,  imposed  on  ignorant  credulity,  scarred  and  disfigured  by  legends,  fables, 
bigotry  and  fanaticism,  wars  for  centuries  to  master  the  world  by  its  absolutism,  blurred 
by  iniquitous  inquisitions  of  fiendish  character,  proscriptions  of  the  sovereign  rights  of 
the  people  revolting  to  man's  dignity  and  parity,  all  to  deceive  and  procure  the  absolute 
sway  of  government  of  man  on  earth,  to  procure  wealth,  aggrandisement,  vainglory 
and  power  at  man's  expense,  blood,  deepest  sufiering  and  mind's  ignominy.  Already 
has  mental  reformation  rescued  mind  from  much  of  the  thraldom  of  superstition.  Then 
came  correct  constitutional  government,  that  blazed  high  with  a  brilliant  and  increasing 
light,  irradiating  religious  freedom  by  severance  of  church  and  state,  and  lastly  comes 
benignant  reason  to  crown  the  triumph  of  mind. 

We  all  seek  universal  protection  from  imposition  and  its  treachery ;  what  standard 
can  be  universal  for  protection  but  that  of  reason  ? 

The  highest  practicable  authority  of  man,  past  or  present,  is  only  tradition,  oral  or 
written,  and  can  be  only  rightly  estimated  by  the  only  tribunal  possible  in  the  nature  of 
creation  to  mind,  and  that  tribunal  is,  or  ought  to  be,  must  be,  reason. 

What  else  is  it?  All  of  mortals,  all  that  they  say  and  do,  no  matter  how  wise  sup- 
posed, must  be  tested  at  this  tribunal.  It  is  not  what  men  say  or  can  say,  but  w^hat 
mind,  enlightened  mind,  whose  best  result  is  reason,  says. 

Man  records  all  his  tradition,  his  bibles  or  scriptures,  but  mind  recognises  them  all, 
otherwise  man  would  be  worse  ofif  than  brutes  that  have  instinct,  which  he  has  not, 
but  in  whose  place  an  Almighty  has  vouchsafed  the  glorious  attributes  of  reason. 

As  it  is,  mind  has  the  noblest  faculty  and  function  of  appreciating  its  God,  and  that  it 
performs  through  reason,  not  faith,  unless  in  abeyance  to  reason. 

Undoubted  proof  establishes  facts  to  our  satisfaction. 

Pre-eminent  caution  and  care  are  expedient,  when  the  humbugging  world  has 
abounded  so  much  in  fabulous,  imperfect  and  deceptive  story,  especisdly  that  miscalled 
sacred,  that  might  be  named  desecrated. 

Much  of  such  pretended  history,  if  not  to  be  discarded,  is  doubtful,  of  no  value,  only 
as  satisfactorily  established. 

Ordinary  facts,  in  the  regular  course  of  nature,  require  this  course.  The  world  hum* 
bugs  itself  about  faith — worse  than  others  humbug  it.  It  adopts  bibles  of  traditionf 
when  they  are  certainly  proved  the  veriest  fables.  No  wonder  priestocracy  clearly  war 
on  reason,  that  satisfies  a  wondering  people,  that  the  extraordinary  phenomena  exist 
only  in  their  brain,  like  the  phantasmagoria  of  psychology,  as  when  analyzed  are  only 
ordinary  phenomena,  seen  in  the  distorted  rays  of  credulity,  misnamed  faith. 

This  is  the  decision  of  incontrovertible  principle. 

When  we  come  up  to  the  capacity  of  enlightened  minds  we  reach  the  sublime  digni- 
ty  of  reason,  that  peculiar  faith-sophists  the  world  over,  during  all  its  ages,  have  hated 
with  a  deadly  hate,  as  adverse  to  all  their  nefarious  humbugs. 

So  far  from  knowing  the  facts  of  reason,  they  have  not  begun  to  appreciate  the  es- 
sential elements  of  mind. 

The  majority  of  all  rational  men  believe  in  no  tradition  independent  of  reason,  as 
they  most  conscientiously  consider  all  such  as  most  corrupt  decisions  and  impositions, 
especially  all  that  fear  the  light,  considering  hierarchy  in  its  numerous  forms  of  power, 
yet  they  feel  a  necessity  of  a  better  state  of  things,  to  obtain  which  they  are  disposed 
to  act  with  all  reasonable  men. 

What  is  to  be  done  ?    How  can  they  be  reconciled  ? 

Tortures  and  ostracism,  inquisitions  and  proscriptions,  are  not  competent  for  enforce- 
ment 

You  may  preach  all  the  doctrines  that  tradition  can  give,  all  the  dogmas  that  men 
can  invent,  you  cannot  reach  their  case  by  all  sophistry  that  proclaims  ^  every  knee 
shall  bow."    All  peculiar  faith  doctrines  cannot  reach  them. 

These  people,  the  majority  of  this  union  and  the  world,  must  not  be  left  out,  when 
justified  by  reason,  rational  mind. 
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God  foitiniately  has  not  left  them  out,  though  peculiar  faith  doctrine  people  have 
separated  themselves  from  them,  and  proclaimed  with  an  unholy  proscription,  their 
daoinaiion  tot  unbelief,  not  of  the  truth,  but  of  their  peculiar  faith. 

The  first  are  devoted  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  cannot  take  the  peculiar  gods 
of  the  latter. 

Libel  of  a  system  thfit  meets  their  case,  the  case  of  all,  every  case,  is  not  the  emana- 
tion of  mind  seeking  light. 

The  immortaUty-aspiring  mind  universally  feels  its  own  innate  character,  if  unadul- 
terated to  be  rational,  and  has  a  buUion  that  it  cannot  knowingly  surrender  for  dross — 
but  seeks  the  pure  mint-coin  and  rejeets  the  counterfeit,  too  plain  for  any  by  reason  to 
mistake. 

This  faith  tested  true  by  reason,  that  dignifies  because  it  hunumizes  the  world,  needs 
no  means  as  some  peculiar  faiths  had  for  thousands  of  years,  of  which  very  children 
should  be  ashamed  for  the  debasement  of  mind,  and  the  enslavement  of  the  world. 

Freemen  are  now  looking  aright  manfully  and  fearlessly  to  the  one  sublime  and 
mighty  temple  inherent  in  mind,  that  points  all  true  adorers  to  the  Almighty  through 
the  true  way  of  reason. 

Nations  of  the  earth,  hasten  to  enju^  this  holy  and  worthy  offering,  one  that  your 
posterity  will  thank  you  for  most  gratefully. 

Reason  may  be  smothered  by  all  the  crimes  of  the  anti-God,  that  fanaticism  can 
iovent,  and  all  the  errors  that  idolatry  can  adopt,  still,  all  these,  time  her  mighty  hand- 
maid, will  sapersede. 

Down  then,  with  all  the  absurdities  of  bible  tradition  devoid  of  reason  and  truth,  as 
unsafe  and  ruinous  to  the  world.  Let  reason  assume  her  tribunal  in  rational  mind, 
wisely  governing  the  sons  of  men  in  duty  to  man  and  God.  God  holds  all  accountable 
to  reason  and  her  attributes,  not  peculiar  faith  and  h^  dogmas. 

Argue  as  others  may  against  this,  plead  all  they  choose  about  peculiar  faith,  they  are 
self^ondenued  by  their  impeachable  sophistry,  themselves  wound  up  in  abundant  con- 
tradictions, and  their  best  hopes  in  fragments  scattered  to  naught  and  dust.  All  the 
strongholds  of  peculiar  faith  are  yielded  by  time  as  fisilse  and  untenable,  exposed  under 
the  conviction  of  reason. 

In  science  of  government,  national  or  self,  individuals  can  exercise  thought,  mind, 
reason,  as  they  ought  in  all  science  of  life,  all  vital  matters,  but  in  religion  that  requires 
the  most  of  thought,  as  the  true  science  of  life  and  lifers  thoughts  of  mind,  the  pretence 
is  set  up  that  its  function  is  too  sacred  for  any  but  sacred  persons,  so  corruptly  called, 
by  sycophants,  traducers  of  their  own  sacred  rights;  God  above  all,  can  only  take  cog- 
nisance ! 

Wise,  patriotic,  and  philantiiropic  statesmen,  should  see  to  it,  that  reason  have  her 
sway  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  not  have  an  enlightened  public  opinion  to  be  elabo- 
rated by  corrupt  division  of  the  spoils,  all  to  be  extracted  from  the  dear  people. 

All  sttch  men  are  compelled  to  cast  away,  of  course,  all  that  does  not  accord  with 
enlightened,  rational,  and  true  principles. 

Why  do  you  send  your  gospel  to  the  Pagans,  who  have  been  nurtured  in  similar  and 
analogous  condition  of  faith  ?  But  theirs  is  not  a  rational  faith  !  Now  are  you  caught. 
Your  faith  in  any  messiahship,  is  as  unreasonable  and  blasphemous. 

How,  then,  are  you  infallible,  if  they  are  in  error  ?  When  you  opened  the  door  to 
your  peouliar  faith,  you  gave  a  wholesale  passport  to  all  peculiar  faiths. 

You  have  not  the  first  principles  essential  to  proselyte,  worthy  of  mind. 

Do  not  stupidly  persevere  after  being  caught  in  full,  on  your  conceited  and  adopted 
position  against  reason. 

Self-sufficient  mortal,  learn  true  wisdom  from  wisdom's  only  source,  reason,  that 
alone  gives  you  safety  in  true  principles  that  constitute  the  bible  of  mind,  the  only 
iafety. 

Do  not  adopt  reason  in  full,  in  all  but  one  point,  &ith,  and  leave  out  that  the  most 
important 

Be  a  freeman,  and  have  all  the  benefits  of  a  freeman's  mind. 

When  reason  is  a  guide,  let  her  be  a  moral,  intellectual,  and  religious  one — ^to  be  the 
safest.     She  cannot  be  rightfully  divested  of  an^  essentials  of  these. 

At  the  present  age  of  Uie  world,  the  beat  position  from  the  advanced  state  of  know- 
ledge must  be  rational.  If  ever  the  ignorance  of  the  age  permitted  the  dictatorship  of 
masters,  that  assuredly  is  not  the  case  now,  when  mind  can  think  by  science  that  ex- 
pands on  reason. 

Mind  eannot  be  getting  worse  with  the  better  lights  progressing,  as  it  must,  if  open 
io  light,  get  more  enlightened.  This  is  a  true  axiom,  and  what  is  true  of  individual, 
most  be  so  of  aggregate,  as  the  age  means  that. 
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Then  do  not  trammel  rational  mind  in  free  diecusaions  oboat  religion,  the  moel  ration- 
al of  all  subjects. 

Men  of  matured  age  tell  me,  that  they  have  been  actually  afraid  of  the  free  dincuB- 
sion  of  this  subject  of  religion,  so  plausible  are  the  arguments  against  the  bible  of  tra- 
dition, as  if  that  was  the  only  tenure  of  morals  and  religion ! 

Do  they  tliiuk  that  the  world  will  come  to  an  end  as  to  morals  and  religion,  vrhen 
such  bibles  end,  as  they  will  ?  The  vices  of  the  peculiar  bibles  will  destroy  all  of  them. 
But  is  not  all  this  social  tyranny,  the  vassalage  of  mind,  while  some  fear  from  pre- 
vious influence  of  others^  opinions,  that  their  minds  may  be  set  wrong,  and  have  an  im- 
proper bias,  when  their  minds  may  be  at  fault,  and  not  the  bible  !  Hqw  do  they  get  all 
those  ideas  ?    From  any  sound  rational  disinterested  mind  ? 

But  who  ia  the  author  of  religion,  God  or  the  bible  ? 

If  God  be  the  author  of  religion,  as  Creator,  then  any  bible  that  denies  him  exclu- 
sive omnipotent  unity  therein,  is  adverse  to  the  purity  of  both. 

The  bible  of  Judaism  gives  mind  up  to  priestocracy,  and  is  not  the  representatire  of 
God,  because  no  principle  of  God  clashes  with  another  principle,  but  this  bible  oladhes 
with  many  principles  that  mind  recognises.  All  bibles,  built  thereon,  are  equally  at 
fault. 

The  God  of  this  universe  is  the  author  of  religion,  a  universal  constituent  of  ra- 
tional mind,  as  he  is  the  author  of  innate  faculties  of  the  mind,  the  rightful  beneficiary, 
through  conservative  principles,  without  which  religion  could  not  exist,  as  it  could  have 
no  Being  at  all. 

Therefore,  these  men  ought  to  read  and  study  a  bible  of  mind,  to  free  their  souls 
from  blasphemous  error. 

Ate  men  afraid  to  look  at  the  bible  of  mind  ?  They,  then,  are  afraid  to  look  at  truth, 
for  one  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  other. 

When  their  declaration  is  analyzed,  they  have  been  told  that  the  risk  of  such  investi- 
gation is  irremediable,  and  their  souls  are  lost,  because  the  parley  is  temptation  irre- 
sistible. 

Was  there  ever  infatuation  so  absurd,  sophistry  so  evil  ?  Rational  minds  must  hail 
the  time  for  free  rational  discussion  of  religion,  as  more  important  than  of  government ; 
as  superstition,  the  certain  substitute,  controls  not  only  man^s  government,  but  mind, 
by  absolutism,  in  this  world,  and  renders  it  unhappy,  by  the  most  awful  forebodings,  in 
the  next.  It  makes  mind  vassal  on  earth,  and  soul  a  slave  in  the  future ;  awes  both, 
and  fixes  them  in  a  channel,  assuming  to  be  universal  dictator,  now  and  forever. 

This  very  day  milUons  are  afraid  to  reason  on  religion,  the  very  thing  that  their  minds 
need  most  of  all. 

They  have  not  shown  themselves  competent,  with  sufficient  virtue  and  principles 
enough,  to  carry  out  the  behests  of  God  Almighty,  as  displayed  in  mind  and  conscien<^. 

They  stupidly  embrace  an  obsolete  bible,  that  stings  them  with  its  foul  embrace,  and 
causes  their  murder  throughout  the  world,  which  it  had  outraged  as  long  as  it  could  hold 
it  in  absolute  abeyance. 

This  might  answer  for  slaves  of  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  but  not  for  freemen  of 
this  century. 

Our  excellent  institutions  require  better  things  of  religion,  that  promises  to  be  our 
blessings,  not  our  curse. 

Either  reject  the  decision  as  wrong,  or  admit  the  tribunal. 

Less  cannot  be  expected  of  freemen.  Slaves  are  forced  out  of  reason  to  carry  out, 
by  want  of  principle,  endless  incongruities  that  arise  in  all  systems  of  peculiar  faith. 

In  all  their  sermons  and  writings  what  do  preachers  invoke  all  the  time,  by  every 
word  spoken,  but  reason  or  sophistry  ?  If  they  receive  peculiar  faith  they  are  obliged 
to  use  sophistry  in  her  train. 

Rational  religion  only  gives  full  audience  to  reason. 

Sophistry  is  most  disgraceful ;  then  reason  must  be  appealed  to. 

Faith  is  only  to  be  trusted  through  reason,  else  the  mind  of  the  individual  adopting 
may  be  fanatically  savage,  or  to  be  pitied  for  its  dependence,  or  want  of  the  powers  of 
dxBcemment. 

When  mind  rejects  faith  of  reason,  the  God  of  reason  rejects  mind^s  wayward  thoughts. 

We  need  proof  that  reason  must  be  satisfied  with. 

In  relation,  to  any  tradition  without  analysis  into  the  supposed  facts  of  the  case,  or  the 
character  of  the  testimony,  or  of  the  analogy  to  which  we  are  compelled  necessarily  to 
resort  by  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  what  is  such  belief  or  faith  worth? 

It  is  not  entitled  to  the  name  of  faith,  as  it  is  mere  credulity ;  and  is  that  worth  any- 
thing? 

li  our  faith  be  adopted  independent  of  reason  we  have  a  foundation  that  has  no  reason. 
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We  are  the  beneficiaries*  and  if  irrational,  are  the  losera ;  therefore  we  have  to  in- 
quire into  the  motiree  and  influencee  of  others,  probably  subservient  to  measures  that 
the?  caanot  scan,  and  pretences  that  they  cannot  truthfully  uphold. 

All  tbe  time  that  the  advocates  of  any  peculiar  doctrine  preach,  though  reason  is 
invoked  in  the  exercise  of  mind,  their  position  absurdly  excludes  both  from  their  faith. 
They  can  nerer  expect  to  have  the  proper  respect  of  either. 
Wliere  is  the  end  to  all  their  trifling  absurdity  ? 

Mankind  unirersally  admit  reason^s  proper  fi:uidance  in  all  things  submitted  to  mind, 
except  in  the  part  that  suits  some  few  !     Then  tne  exception  excludes  tbe  rational  part. 

Enlightened  justice,  tempered  with  benevolence,  allows  all  due  respect  to  others* 
hith,  with  the  highest  respect  for  their  immortal  souls ;  at  the  same  time  they  must 
BolHnit  the  question  to  enlightened  reason,  or  they  may  fail,  miserably  fail,  in  the  reality 
for  vhieh  they  have  ardently  and  sincerely  striven. 

Religions  sentiments  are  mherent,  but  are  diversified  by  circumstances  of  education, 
achemes  of  hierarchy,  mythology,  that  unbiased  reason  alone  can  rectify. 

All  assumptione  must  be  expelled  when  based  on  no  reason,  yet  affecting  the  myste- 
zies  of  nature. 

All  wise  laws  should  be  paramount  and  obeyed,  therefore  those  of  creation  are  the 
documents  of  a  Supreme  Immortal  God,  who  must  be  adored  exclusivelv  as  supreme. 

The  laws  of  God  are  written  in  an  enlightened  conscience,  that  none  but  uncultivated 
minds  can  reject,  thereby  declaring  themselves  of  brutal  character,  and  a  miserable 
BBSS  for  corruption  and  perversion. 

The  pure  and  great  minds  of  the  world  must  counteract  all  these  bad  results,  that 
lead  to  the  worst  of  crimes,  of  perjury,  &c. 

It  is  not  faith  but  reason  that  looks  at  the  nature  of  things. 

No  hope  or  faith  can  stand  a  moment  but  on  reasonable  premises. 

Reason  and  conscience  enlightened  are  the  best  codes  for  life-rights,  and  if  priests 
and  preachers  reject  them  for  peculiar  faith  credulity,  they  are  the  enemies  of  mankind. 

Moral  ethics  are  intellectual  and  rational,  and  demand  reason. 

Much  of  the  world  has  been  so  situated  that  it  is  vassal  to  the  other  part,  depending 
on  their  leading,  too  often  their  misleading. 

Then  oar  interpretation  of  truth  must  rest  on  the  facts  of  the  case,  never  on  sophistry 
or  its  appearance,  that  must  be  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  the  God  of  the  universe. 

If  you  throw  away  reason  in  faith  you  are  condemned,  because  you  throw  away 
principles. 

If  yon  adopt  peculiar  faith  you  are  condemned  already  by  reason. 

Thus  reason  decides,  that  if  faith  be  not  true,  that  she  is  a  curse  procured  from  the 
toils  of  superstition  of  some  kind,  nurtured  in  the  bosom  of  absolutism,  base  and  decep- 
tive, to  circumvent  the  people  for  sinister  purposes  of  power,  ambition,  and  crime. 

What  power  on  earth  can  decide  but  reason  as  to  genuine  faith,  leaving  to  God  to 
test  all  men*4  minds  therein. 

What  is  the  great  standard  of  morals  for  the  whole  world  1  Religion,  that  rests  on 
tmth  and  honesty. 

One  part  of  the  world  excludes  the  faith-ethics  of  all  the  others ;  what,  then,  is  the 
great  regulator  but  reason  for  ever,  and  that  in  all  parts  ? . 

Exclude  her,  and  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  tyrants  and  imbeciles,  unprincipled  dema- 
gonies  of  all  kinds. 

We  need  the  great  balance-wheel  of  mind,  regulated  by  reason  in  all  things,  but 
especially  in  vital  and  rational  religion. 

As  all  time-pieces  are  referred  to  the  revolution  of  the  earth  in  its  imaginary  axis  for 
a  standard,  all  analogy  decides  that  rational  mind  should  have  reason  as  the  umpire 
universally  for  faith  in  morals. 

This  is  the  only  means  to  do  justice  to  religion  on  this  earth.  All  just  policy  de- 
mands it. 

Who  has  the  true  faith  ?  They  who  have  rational  mind  and  philosophical  reason  on 
their  side,  of  the  highest  order  and  most  magnificent  character  of  its  exercise. 

But  this  produces  skepticism,  atheism ! 

The  rery  reverse  is  proved  and  demonstrated,  as  it  die^oves  all  such. 

The  order  and  harmony  of  the  universe  are  the  most  irrefutable  evidence  of  its  or- 
nniaation  and  regulation,  directed  by  one  great  architect,  who  orders  and  nuiintains  in 
oeaattful  and  perfect  system  exhaustless  miUions  of  worlds  and  systems  of  worlds,  with- 
out the  least  confusion  or  disorder. 

Two  witnesses  are  enough  to  testify  for  justice  if  they  be  trustworthy,  but  here  are 
innomerable  witnesses  of  one  God,  whereas  all  other  pretensions  have  mere  forms  of 
inorganic,  decaying  matter. 
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Well  may  the  question  be  asked,  who  were  the  testimony,  bat  those  all  interested  m 
all  things,  companions  of  deceivers,  traitors,  and  perjurers. 

Every  sermon  that  is  preached,  if  rightly  analyzed,  should  make  the  sound  mind 
assured  of  its  own  faith  in  one  living  God. 

A  faithist  never  reasons  ;  what  sort  of  animal  is  he  ? 

He  nffedta  to  reason  till  you  get  him  to  faith,  then  he  stumbles  or  bolts. 

What  is  the  world  but  a  mixture  of  herds,  flocks,  swarms  of  the  mass  vulgar  multi- 
tude, led  by  the  bold,  reckless,  and  intriguing  ? 

So  far  is  the  bible  of  tradition  from  being  the  word  and  revelation  of  the  God  of  the 
universe,  that  the  comprehension  of  the  reason  cannot  be  there  obtained. 

That  would  prove  man^s  perfection  in  mind,  tiie  very  reverse  of  which  is  fact,  as  all 
wise  men  know. 

Theology  can  only  be  considered  a  system  of  principles  by  reason,  not  of  faith  only, 
as  reason  sanctions. 

We  must  look  always  at  reason  before  faith. 

When  you  speak  of  vour  faith,  that  )rou  do  not  approach  by  reason,  and  assail  the 
doctrines  of  other  peculiar  faiths,  reason  is  the  only  weapon,  and  that  you  have  just  de- 
prived yourself  the  use  of;  your  position  fixes  you  side  by  side  with  Mormons,  Mahom- 
etans and  Pagans,  all  of  whom,  have  only  faith-doctrines. 

You  have  but  one  way  to  rid  yourself  of  your  own  quagmire,  and  that  is  by  reason. 

Reason  improves  our  nature,  and  best  elicits  the.  happihess  of  mankind,  as  she  relies 
on  the  certain  principles  that  must  be  exercised  most  certainly. 

Reason  bespeaks  the  onlv  weapon  of  toleration  and  freedom. 

All  systems  of  peculiar  raith,  tried  under  the  standard  of  reason,  that  all  minds  obey, 
must  come  to  an  end 

Any  system  repugnant  to  reason  must  be  repugnant  to  truth ;  and  all  such  become 
pretences,  false  and  corrupt,  begetting  lusts  of  dominion,  ambition,  &c.,  and  clash  vnth 
each  other,  contrary  to  God's  principles. 

Once  the  ancients  instituted  oracles  and  auguries,  in  which  the  ignorant  coi^ded,  as 
their  feelings  were  ingrafted  into  superstition  and  its  rites.  This  vtbb  one  of  the  pecu- 
liar faiths. 

From  that  time  flourished  the  inquisition,  the  pro8crii)tion  of  depraved  public  opinion. 
The  people  did  not  perceive  that  all  the  systems  of  erring  man,  must  be  under  the  do- 
main of  reason,  that  establishes  the  true  religion.  ' 

Is  spiritualization  a  power  to  destroy  reason  ? 

Who  have  this  pretence  on  this  earth  but  impostors  ? 

Death,  inherent  to  all  animal  creation,  shuts  out  the  dead  from  the  living,  and  kills 
all  bibles  of  tradition.  Surely  our  reason  is  better  than  the  improbable  testimony  of  in- 
terested persons,  distant  centuries  past  in  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  under  the  yarious 
fescinations  and  temptations  of  promises  and  self-delusions. 

All  intelligent  freemen  must  place  reason  above  faith  to  make  truth.  Reason 
analyzes  nature  by  the  enlightened  senses,  to  reach  the  proper  actions  of  life,  to  sectire 
propriety  by  experience  and  knowledge.  But  this  is  a  world-wide  and  world-age 
subject,  and  mind  must  traverse  the  universe,  ere  it  can  appreciate  the  God  of  Nature. 

AH  rational  beings  are  concerned  in  the  good  actions  of  rational  mind,  to  preserve 
universal  order  in  society. 

Theological  subjects  are  judged  of  by  the  world,  through  feelings,  not  reason.  How 
deficient  are  the  first ! 

We  are  told  of  faith  by  the  ignorant  world,  and  on  analysis,  find  that  feelings  dictate 
it !    What  have  feelings  to  do  with  reason  ? 

Reason,  not  faith,  then  can  alone  appreciate  justice,  and  reaches  in  process  of  timo, 
by  operation  of  mind  on  mind,  the  true  position.  Who  wants  a  system  of  faith  that  hu 
cannot  prove  to  be  generally  approved,  or  right  intrinsically  ?  Thou  shouldst  not  do, 
what  thou  cannot  justify.  What  is  your  faith  worth,  if  built  on  a  vague,  instead  of  an 
accurate  investigation  ? 

Of  what  use  is  science  to  faith,  that  depends  on  things  unseen  ?  Of  the  same  use 
as  tlie  mariner's  compass.  The  mariner  is  in  the  wide  trackless  ocean,  and  without 
that,  is  destitute  of  the  true  means  of  safety.  If  expert,  he  may  regard  some  of  the 
bodies  of  the  universe  to  know  how  to  steer.     He  seeks  anyway, a  regulator  standard. 

Reason  has  universal  empire  over  faith,  peculiar  or  general :  this  is  an  axiom.  What 
comes  to  our  notice  or  cognizance,  is  through  reason.  Whatever  looks  to  reason,  ever 
approaches  the  nearest  to  the  safest  position  for  mind  and  man. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  RATIONAL  RELIGION.— MONOTHEISM,  OR  THE  RE- 
LIGION  OF  PRINCIPLES. 

DiiTT^s  best  light  of  mind,  the  elements  of  rational  religion  or  Monotheism,  that  is, 
rational  faith  and  confidence  in  the  First  Great  Cause,  soul  and  ruler  supreme  of  the 
unirerse,  and  consistent  actions  and  works  in  conformity  thereto,  are  universal  to 
rational  minds  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

Tiiis  principle  cannot  be  effaced  with  all  practicable  evil  designs  and  mind^s  perver- 
sions, by  all  the  machinery  of  inquisition  and  proscription,  as  it  is  the  inculcation  of 
10  innate  and  indestructible  faculty,  one  identified  with  our  being,  the  living  monitor  of 
living  rational  minds. 

Its  right  directions  have  been  perverted  to  man^s  worst  purposes  and  passions,  and 
most  iniquitous  uses. 

Superstition,  with  her  thousand  false  pretences  and  sophisticated  darkness  of  mind, 
may  retard,  idolatry  may  mar,  false  faith  torture  and  pretend  to  counterfeit  it,  still  the 
work  of  the  Almighty  progresses  to  the  triumph  of  his  agents,  mind,  time  and  matter, 
a  beautiful  union  of  the  powers  of  a  true  trinity,  such  that  faith  and  reason  recognise 
u  self-evident.  Rational  religion  wins  the  best  and  only  affections  of  enlightened 
man's  best  aspirations,  bows  to  the  tribunal  of  the  God  of  reason,  in  the  sublimity  of 
silence  and  conviction,  encircles  in  the  most  exalted  manner,  mind^s  best  interests  and 
highest,  purest  honors,  enhances  its  true  character,  its  best  confidence,  and  consequently 
must  embrace  its  candid  faith. 

Rational  religion  ennobles  man^s  nature  at  the  right  time,  by  a  correct  cultivation, 
comprehends  most  certainly  all  mankind  in  one  mighty  universal  brotherhood,  united  on 
proper  principles,  in  conflict  and  antagonism  with  no  creed  that  mind  and  reason  recog- 
nise ;  at  war  with  no  sect,  for  none  of  hers  can  exist,  protective  of  all  races,  however 
diversified,  bound  in  general  interest  of  love  proportionate  to  the  wants  of  mind,  uni- 
Teisal  in  its  application  and  salvation  of  all  worthy  rational  beings,  requiring  them  as 
free  rational  agents,  to  elicit  their  own  safety  ;  marKcd  with  no  p€culiarity  as  an  impos- 
^ire  of  man  and  a  libel  on  Deity^and  competent  to  secure  under  its  benign  and  sufficient 
inflaeoce,  universal  good  feeling,  the  lofliest  benevolence  and  permanent  peace. 

Monotheism  comprehends  works  consistent  with  such  noble  and  exalted  faith,  and  all 
eonsistent  with  reason,  exalts  itself  most  liberally  and  justly  the  more  the  test  of  reason 
applies  to  it,  and  is  only  in  existence  by  reason^s  legitimate  authority.  She  delights 
oniTeraally  sincere  minds,  that  wish  to  find  the  rational  true  way  without  doubt.  •  She 
pilots  mind  through  the  mazes,  labyrinths  and  mysteries  of  peculiar  faith,  through  the 
trying  scenes  of  ufe  with  the*  eye  of  true  faith  on  the  refulgent  light  of  the  universe 
author,  directing  the  best  deeds  of  conscience,  an  independent,  not  a  vassal  monitor,  to 
do  the  bidding  of  a  freeman,  not  of  a  tyrant  and  the  part  of  a  coward,  and  waits  with 
the  exaltation  of  true  hope  on  the  dying  mortal,  and  assures  such  of  the  most  honorable 
close  of  life.  She  does  the  amplest  justice  to  this  world,  and  gives  thereby  the  best 
earnest  for  the  universe.  But  rational  religion  affords  no  pleasure  to  any  that  seek  to 
profit  by  perverted  worldly  speculation,  under  her  banner  assuming  the  province  of 
Bifid,  as  they  are  utterly  condemned  for  acts  inconsistent  with  her  pure  teachings,  when 
they  bring  the  trade  of  conscience  before  God's  tribunal. 

The  diffusion  of  rational  religion  omnipresent  in  all  rational  minds,  whose  elements 
are  possessed  by  all  as  deed  of  creation-gift,  has  been  operating  in  the  world  all  the 
time,  through  the  inspiration  of  God  on  mind  in  general ;  but  impostors  of  peculiar 
faiths  have  assumed  dl  the  ptaise  from  the  one  eternal  Supreme  and  only  sovereign, 
vhose  omniscience  and  purity  do  not  license  any  to  speculate  as  better  than  the  world. 
God  himself  is  judge  of  all  minds,  and  has  only  yielded  any  capital  of  his  divine  attri- 
butes to  any  creature,  as  part  of  the  universal  share. 

The  diffusion  of  rational  religion  over  the  wide  world,  suits  the  pure  and  essential 
wants  of  mind,  and  no  means  under  any  pretences,  should  arrest  them  to  secular  power 
and  aggrandizement  in  God's  republic. 

Ignorant  fanatics  have  run  wild,  blinded  by  peculiar  faith,  reckless  of  universal  good, 
for  their  selfish  purposes.  All  this  must  be  counteracted  by  universal  philanthropy  and 
patriotism,  as  all  rational  beings  are  deeply  interested  on  the  score  of  social  duties, 
benefits  and  morals  that  embrace  them. 

Rational  religion  is  embraced  in  nijan's  whole  duty  to  God,  its  best  adoption  and 
practice  towards  man,  and  including  all  imperative  bounden  obligations  to  both ;  nor  can 
these  matters  be  mistook  by  those  adopting  "  honesty  as  the  best  policy." 

All  this  duty  elicits  the  best  and  full  code  of  ethics  written,  embracing  the  elements 
from  the  foundation,  essential  in  all  societies,  not  aflcr,  but  forethought  and  action. 
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All  these  are  to  be  recognised  by  enlightened  reason  and  truth,  and  all  should  be  em- 
braced in  faithful  action,  the  correct  decision  on  which  rests  with  a  tribunal  universally, 
no  respector  of  persons,  only  as  they  are  respecters  of  Deity's  conservative  principles. 

Every  mind,  then,  having  its  rationality  and  innate  faculties,  a  part  of  its  con- 
stituency, must  have  its  religion,  which  should  be  rational  religion  only,  to  be  acceptable 
before  the  rational  God  of  rational  beings,  to  honor  him  alone,  ruler  omnipotent. 

All  rational  religion  includes  all  spiritual  religion  practicable  and  genuine,  that  is 
legitimate.  But  spiritual  peculiar  faith  cannot  embrace  rational  religion,  which  con- 
demns all  such  at  onCe  as  wrong  in  conception,  irreverent  and  impious  in  the  sight  of 
purity. 

In  all  peculiar,  that  is,  spurious  faith,  sophistry  and  bigotry  must  necessarily  all  the 
time  supersede  truth  and  liberal  justice,  with  all  possessed  of  fundamental  principles. 

It  is  impossible  for  peculiar  faith  to  render  this  universe  moral,  pure,  or  happy. 

There  is  wanting  the  great  central  sun,  reason,  that  balances  all  creation,  that  is  to 
expel  all  the  elements  of  superstition,  and  correct  the  conscience  so  much  misdirected 
and  misled. 

Rational  religion  has  to  give  due  credit  to  all  the  great  cardinal  Tirtues  of  man's 
nature  endowed  by  the  author  of  all  that  is  estimable,  which  is  preferable  to  mere  pecu- 
liar faith  that  vaunts  beyond  correct  action,  that  implies  correct  principles.  All  these 
when  rightly  directed  to  enact  necessarily  religious  action,  must  be  caused  by  tfie 
necessary  possession  of  mind*s  innate  faculties. 

If  rational  religion  do  not  have  her  true  government  of  mind,  then  come  superstition, 
idolatry  and  man- worship,  from  which  emanates  a  multitude  of  spurious  systems,  the 
more  degenerate  as  mind  is  enslaved  by  ignorance,  and  debased  by  superstition. 

All  such  systems  are  eventually  overturned  by  reason  illustrated  by  philosophical 
science,  God's  best  vicegerents,  else  they  overturn  the  mind  debased  and  degraded, 
below  reason. 

The  conflicts  of  opinions  among  the  various  sects  of  peculiar  faith,  ever  antagonisti- 
oal,  prevent  a  consistent  invocation  at  the  same  time,  by  direct  antagonism  to  the  throne 
of  grace,  and  evince  a  reflection  on  the  mind  that  wars  on  reason,  that  reflects  on  the 
age  of  reform,  and  presents  countless  obstacles  to  man's  true  happiness. 

Be  our  faith  what  reason  adjudges,  our  actions  are  the  rule  to  be  judged  by. 

Monotheism,  or  pure  rational  religion,  will  carry  mind  into  the  iiill  and  diversified 
theatre  of  its  action,  words,  and  thoughts,  its  social  and  intellectual  existence — to  en- 
large its  virtues  and  direct  its  moral  and  religious  culture— to  improve  its  reason,  on  its 
present  relations— and  its  lofliest  duties  to  its  Creator. 

The  sublime  character  of  Monotheism,  or  rational  religion,  cannot  permit  it  to  be  of 
any  peculiar  phalanx,  sect,  denomination,  or  creed,  or  claiin  community  of  interest  less 
than  what  is  general  and  universal ;  a  world-wide  position,  high  as  the  holy  centre  of 
the  universe,  and  as  deep  as  mind's  needs,  to  recognise  staindard  wisdom  and  illustrious 
reason. 

In  the  blessing  of  humanity  to  the  minutest  fibre  of  sensibility,  she  is  ever  alive,  and 
must  feel  most  deeply  as  she  is  duly  interested,  with  a  mother's  care  and  a  daughter's 
obligation,  invoking  the  purest  sympathy  of  soul.  Sensibly  alive  to  the  wants  of  the 
whole  human  sphere,  surely  she  is  identified  with  all  that  pertains  to  the  Creator's 
benediction. 

She  seeks  ever  to  be  enlightened  by  the  efiulgent  rays  of  intellect,  itself  enlightened 
and  liberalized  at  the  fountains  of  philosophical  science,  securing  satisfaction  at  the 
shrine  of  genius  and  of  all  mental  light,  whose  mighty  universal  blessings  of  in8{Mration 
and  revelation  she  solemnly  and  in  good  faith  invokes. 

Her  faith  is  that  of  reason,  arrayed  in  all  the  glories  of  mind  and  in  the  beauties  of 
truth,  fit  oflfering  for  Deity,  and  worthy  of  freedom  of  mind  ;  a  pure  resident  of  earth, 
best  prepared  for  immortality,  man's  holy  guardian,  God's  universally  acknowledged 
minister. 

However  the  flights  of  fancy  may  please,  and  the  visions  of  imagination  may  delight 
the  superficial,  yet  it  is  only  the  sublime  truths  of  reason  that  enlighten,  instruct,  and 
amend  her  most  substantial  mstitutions. 

Her  interest-share  in  the  fund  of  eternity  is  equal  and  deep  to  her  constituency,  and 
she  never  sacrifices  with  wanton  sacrilege  at  the  shrine  oi  vanity,  ambition,  power, 
vain-glory  of  the  world,  the  jewel-gifls  of  mind,  the  freedom  of  conscience.  She  is 
ever  aroused  to  extricate  mind  from  the  bigotry  of  all  ages,  the  mazes  of  feudal  vassal- 
age, and  the  intricacies  of  insidious  sophistry,  bedecking  superstition  in  her  tiiousand 
varieties  of  false  colors. 

On  this  sublime  and  majestic  greatness  of  mind's  happiness,  she  knows  no  worldly 
interest  of  sordid  lucre,  obeys  no  ambition  but  that  of  pure  faith,  though  thouaands 
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of  tnin-hsiid  ckos  may  dictate,  and  thoaaanda  of  bibles  of  tradition  of  miracles, 
propheciee,  ud  mysteries,  may  affect  to  teach  her,  to  forego  the  nuptials  of  her  holy 
wedlock. 

She  faaife  with  exultation  of  innocence  the  rational  decrees  of  divine  inspiration,  ap- 
pmpmtely  recognised  through  God's  works,  and  the  mighty  behests  of  wisdom,  legiti- 
mately deduced  in  divine  legislation  by  mind  and  reason. 

She  fede  at  all  times  the  profound  impressions  of  the  character  of  the  Creative  Archi- 
tect, redeeted  in  the  radiant  magnificence  of  the  universe,  the  sublimity  of  the  exact 
machineiy  displayed  in  the  splendid  elements  of  the  solar  systems,  and  the  crowning 
ma^cesce  of  the  whole. 

^he  is  fain  to  credit  on  such  testimony,  too  clear  to  be  mistaken,  too  mighty  to  be 
eclipsed,  too  majestic  not  to  be  appreciated,  the  universality  of  God's  power  and  mu- 
Dificeoce,  his  exalted  wisdom,  illustrious,  matchless  genius,  and  surpassing  beneficence. 

Tbe  great  First  Cause  is  self-proclaimed  by  the  magnificent  revelations  of  his  sub- 
lime creation,  organization,  and  conservation,  the  holy  trinity,  that  mind  must  fathom 
is  its  glorious  inspirations. 

The  worth  and  intrinsic  character  of  rational  religion  asks  for  no  contracted  solu- 
tioos,  only  liberal  elucidation.  With  a  reverence  of  Deity,  most  profound  in  conception 
And  doty,  she  looks  upon  the  Supreme  Spirit  as  no  localized  and  peculiar  exclusive,  that 
delights  in  the  bloody  strife ;  producing  no  incongruity  of  two  belligerents  addressing 
the  holy  throne  of  grace,  mercy,  love,  justice,  peace,  and  omniscience,  at  one  and  the 
«ame  time,  reciprocally  hostile. 

fiut  she  refers  to  correct  actions,  as  the  available  prayers  of  the  whole  world,  at  one 
and  the  ame  time,  that  premise  conservative  principles  never  antagonistic,  that  accom- 
panied the  creation  of  the  universe,  as  the  best,  because  the  only  inherent  means  of 
preservation. 

What  those  are,  let  wise  philosophy  and  intelligent  goodness  point  out. 

Rational  religion  does  not  leave  us  to  mere  contingency,  but  to  uniform  and  certain 
protection  of  God,  the  author  over  all  existence,  who  best  saw  and  gave  what  was 
Beeded ;  and  she  peacefully  and  in  sublime  silence  does  this,  after  all  Ihe  systems  of 
peculiar  faith  have  been  promulgated,  that  still  leave  mankind  suffering  from  cardinal 
causes  of  injury. 

She  stands  pre-eminently  modest  in  her  majesty,  over  all  systems  of  faith,  triumph- 
antly looking  to  the  pure  sources  of  mind,  adorable  by  reason,  on  which  she  waits  to 
uaore  safety  vrith  God. 

Well  might  she  exclaim,  O  man,  thou  art  an  incongruity,  conforming  thy  views  too 
oAea  to  thy  devoted  interests  ! 

Tntgicaf,  ever,  most  be  thy  systems,  where  principles  consistent  with  such  virtues  as 
mentioned,  do  not  abound. 

Beset  thou  the  fetters  of  ignorance,  superstition  ever  assuming  the  mantle  of  religion, 
and  passions,  vile  passions  that  enslave ;  instead  of  promoting  the  destructive  fascinations, 
^zalt  all  the  legitimate  powers  that  bless  and  uphold  thee. 

Hatioml  religidn  will  cause  thee  to  exert  thy  potency,  annihilate  the  dire  tendency 
of  passions  that  destroy  thee,  and  the  best  interest  of  the  world,  by  due  and  legitimate 
restraint 

She  will  teach  thee  to  learn  to  govern  them  and  thyself  with  all  practical  wisdom, 
that  declares  beforehand  her  laudable  position. 

national  religion  introduces  mind  to  a  consistent  and  immutable  God,  not  an  incon- 
gmoQs  deity,  a  partial  inquisitor,  or  a  peculiar  avenger  to  any  particular  nation  on  their 
eoeBites,  who  are  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  whole  human  race,  begetting  the  faith  of  a 
Iratchering  fanaticism,  but  a  suitable  director  of  mind's  energies  in  the  best  sphere  of 
^uideratanding,  reason,  and  peace,  justice,  knowledge,  and  wi^om,  to  the  grand  organic 
prioeiples  of  our  existence  and  happiness. 

Heiigion,  to  be  becoming  to  the  loftiest  civilisation,  pure  and  satisfactory,  a  compe- 
tent and  universal  teacher  to  all,  must  permanently  bless  them,  as  far  as  the  capacity  of 
^^  nature  and  mind  will  allow,  with  exceeding  wisdom,  deep  and  lucid  knowledge, 
practical  and  available,  with  justice  in  hor  acts,  mercy  in  her  love,  and  humility  in 
^  deportment  before  the  God  of  existence. 

Religion  is  universal  in  her  attributes,  teaching  the  principles  of  the  universe  and  the 
creation  of  God. 

^Sbe  does  not  minister  to  measures  of  men,  and  substitute  any  being's  opinions,  absurdly 
^xpieaaed  in  babies  of  tradition,  exploded,  when  written  most  absurdly  for  God's  princi- 
ples, as  all  spurious  and  counterfeit  faiths  invariably  do,  but  she  renders  unto  God  his 
ciclBsive  rights,  and  obeys  implicitly  him  as  the  only  sovereign. 

Rational  religion  is  strictly  monothfeism,  its  right  term,  and  rests  on  the  right  truths 
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of  mind,  presenting  the  religion  of  principles  in  regard  to  God  and  man,  and  can  uiowal 
no  other,  in  her  wreest  guaniianship  of  her  charge,  man — composed  of  mind  and  body — 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life ;  the  best  evidence  that  principles  command  and  direct 
her  difficulties. 

The  tribunal  is  ever  constant,  as  principle  is  ever  needed  to  the  faculty  of  a  reli- 
gious conscience. 

The  highest  emanation  of  mind  is  rational  religion,  seen  in  man's  varied  best  actions, 
and  is  restricted  to  no  forms,  but  diffuses  itself  over  all  the  brighter  points  of  character^ 
correcting  and  amending  it,  with  faithful  and  wise  watchfulness. 

Religion  has  no  system  but  what  is  rational,  as  all  things  of  appreciation  can  only  be 
recognised  on  this  earth,  but  through  rational  mind  that  must  be  faithful  in  duty. 

The  more  rational  the  practice  of  religion  is,  the  more  correct  it  certainly  must  be, 
else  faith  would  run  wild  into  superstition. 

Banished  for  ever  must  be  that  senseless  and  stupid  doctrine,  that  reference  for 
authority  must  be  made  to  any  book  of  tradition,  and  no  where  else,  as  the  primary 
originator  of  thoughts,  independent  of  mind  the  only  beneficiary. 

The  mind  that  asserts  such  rubbish,  is  senseless,  stupid,  and  corrupt  in  analysis,  its 
mighty  shield,  and  is  unworthy  of  its  own  glorious  attributes,  is  guilty  of  treachery  to 
its  inherent  rights,  just  reversing  all '  reason  and  justice,  twin  sisters  in  religion. 

The  rational  religionist  can  triumphantly  refer  the  professors  of  deluded  faith  all  over 
the  globe,  to  the  general  conflict  of  all  such  doctrines,  and  in  answer,  all  such,  without 
exception,  will  have  to  resort  to  devices  and  sophistries,  ever  to  be  discarded,  and  ab^p* 
lutely  refused,  as  incompetent  to  explain  this  inextricable  solution. 

All  such  professors  have  ignominously  to  assail  the  first  principles  of  the  great  first 
cause,  to  uphold  the  pretences  of  faith,  short  of  reason,  forgetful  of  fundamental  prin- 
ciples, that  absolutely  preserve  the  universe  in  equilibrium,  mind  in  balance,  truth  in 
justice,  and  all.  just  relations  in  harmony  and  order,  exposing  necessarily  the  reverse 
degrading  and  demoralizing. 

But  rational  religion  invokes  the  best  and  wisest  reason  of  enlightened  minds,  with 
implied  honesty,  truth  and  judgment,  to  reach  the  pure  solution,  the  simple  facts  for 
man's  best  good,  ever  discarding  all  sophistry,  and  excluding  its  likeness  even. 

All  mankind  cannot  fail  to  see  then  on  tlie  appeal  of  calm  reason,  that  the  best  and 
only  consistent  faith,  rests  on  a  Universal  Creator,  who  harmonizes  all  in  order  and 
union — that  the  Creator  depends  on  no  mortal  representative,  or  created  being,  a  dese* 
oration  of  the  noblest  virtue  of  Deity,  that  must  must  arouse  an  impiety  and  ruin- 
ous  evils  in  its  train,  and  bring  shame  to  modesty. 

The  sublime  qualities  of  true  religion,  require  us  to  be  certain  then,  and  reject  all  trifles, 
and  mind  must  refer  for  ever  with  earnest  affection  to  monotheism,  as  the  saving  faith. 

Rational  religion  existed  from  the  creation  throughout  time,  declares  God's  fore 
knowledge  in  omniscience,  and  his  perfection  in  his  omnipotence  and  omnipresence, 
and  expresses  through  monotheism,  the  exposition  of  whose  rational  principles  have 
been  already  moderately  under  consideration,  as  establishing  the  only  sound  faith,  tho 
only  one  possible,  practicable,  practical,  working  as  the  purest,  most  elevated,  and  suited 
to  immortal  souls. 

If  no  more,  its  practical  and  valuable  benefits,  excluding  the  darkest  evils  of  society, 
and  the  foulest  blots  on  its  foibles  and  crimes,  establish  its  universal  claim  to  reverent 
respect,  the  highest  obligation  for  its  recognition  and  the  essential  security  for  its 
adoption.  She  can  look  upon  all  others  as  usurpers,  and  monopolists,  counterfeit  and 
spurious. 

Under  her  auspices,  reverence  for  Deity  finds  a  proper  resting  place,  as  she  can 
never  tolerate  the  grossest  impiety  that  assails  his  attributes,  and  characterizes  God  too 
gross  and  sensual  for  refined  humanity,  much  less  for  an  immaculate,  almighty,  all- 
wise,  and  all-in-all. 

Under  her  holy  influence,  mind  exalts  its  majesty,  reason  its  dignity,  sotil  its  worth, 
and  mankind  vindicate  their  character  and  obtain  their  position. 

Under  her  guidance,  woman  attains  her  loveliness,  preserves  her  chastity, and  honors 
her  station. 

Rational  religion  can  know  no  individual  being  greater  than  mind,  unless  it  be  its 
author ;  knows  no  koran,  vedas,  books  of  Menu,  nor  bibles  of  miracles,  prophecies  or 
mysteries ;  of  course  is  under  superior  obligations  to  God,  to  reject  all  messiahs,  Christs, 
and  all  the  machinery  of  superstition,  as  anti-God. 

Proper,  rational,  and  free  religion,  causes  mankind  to  yield  reverence,  just  and  doe,  to 
God  alone. 

It  is  the  homage  of  mind,  the  adoration  of  soul,  the  tribute  of  the  universe  to  its 
Supreme  Ruler. 
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All  other  than  snch  religion  is  idolatry,  impiety,  aaperstition,  imposition,  nntrue 

£uth  and  pretence,  roan-worship. 
Try  all  this  proposition  by  mind,  in  its  best  condition  from  reason,  and  the  response 

ift  affirmatiTe  all  the  time. 
Wliat  is  rational  religion  bat  all  practical  correct  deportment  to  God  and  man,  the 

proper  objects  ? 
If  that  religion  gives  not  the  true  essentials  in  name  and  attributes,  most  respectful, 

the  full  qaestion  is  at  once  decided  against  its  purity  and  supremacy. 
The  Supreme  alone,  commands  supreme  control  of  mind  in  time,  and  soul  in  eternity, 

for  iu8  supreme  excellence  in  creation,  organization  and  conservation. 
Whoso  detracts  from  God*s  exclusive  attributes,  the  same  detracts  from  himself,  and 

is  self-impeached  before  the  highest  of  all  tribunals. 

Keasoo,  eohghtened  reason,  for  ever  employed  by  mind,  most  rational,  to  secure  the 
proper  decisions  for  mind,  declares  the  code  or  rational  religion,  that  is  for  ever  the  tme 
one,  and  can  be  spiritualized  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent  by  all  the  genuine  and 
legidmate  bursts  of  enthusiasm,  that  the  fullest  confidence  in  true  titles,  from  the  ouIt 
liege  lord,  can  inspire  towards  the  eternal  centre  of  this  moral  universe,  upheld  by  truth 
ud  philosophy,  encircling  the  altar  of  the  soul  in  the  immediate  and  constant  pre- 
aence  of  its  immortal  author. 

Ad  ennobUng  justice  yields  most  candidly,  that  this  light  enters  the  soul  of  all  in 
deriee,  to  their  final  benefit  proportionately,  if  properly  fostered. 

The  principles  of  religion  interest  all,  as  true  and  undoubted. 

The  first  do  interest  every  mind  to  'their  full  possession,  as* its  innate  constituency 
eto  oerer  be  satisfied  with  less,  and  must  exclude  the  balance. 

It  cannot  be  otherwise,  from  the  true  history  of  mind's  organization. 

All  the  acts  then  of  a  mind,  enlightened  on  these  principles  of  its  duty,  must  be  con* 
ssUnt  with  this  position,  for  none  without  due  investigation,  can  settle  thiis  or  any  other 
oDportant  question  otherwise. 

Praetical  monotheism  is  essential  to  rational  vitality. 

All  rational  beings  are  practical  monotheists,  if  they  ever  think  rightly,  while,  but 
few  that  advocate  other  doctrines,  are  truly  and  consistently  sincere,  beyond  the  pur- 
^ws  of  circumscribed  limits,  that  are  always  too  restrictive  to  '*  do  the  greatest  good 
^  the  greatest  number.'* 

It  is  impossible  for  this  doctrine  to  clash  with  God's,  as  it  is  one  and  the  same. 

God  cannot  be  against  himself,  and  no  sound  mind  that  reviews  the  organization  of 
the  universe  in  its  ^mirable  relations,  can  advocate  atheism,  that  implies  no  great  first 
cause,  a  matter  that  is  evidently  self-contradictory  and  suicidal ;  much  less,  can  any  one 
coosatently  take  up  polytheism,  or  plurality  of  gods,  the  advocacy  of  a  partial  first 
cuse.  A  first  great  cause,  of  whom  still  exists,  and  renders  all  the  other  god-heads 
^rdioate  and  secondary  to  even  liis  conservative  principles,  and  the  doctrine  odious, 
coDtemptible  and  fiitile,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  combination,  what  the  pretensions, 
whether  there  be  trinities,  hundreds,  thousands,  or  millions  in  one,  the  absurdity  is  all 
the  greater,  the  mythology  nothing  less  unsatisfactory  and  childish.  Ages  that  could 
lOTent  the  soperstition  of  polytheism,  were  also  as  culpable  in  the  stupidity  of  atheism  ; 
^(h  are  the  descendants  of  barbarous  ignorance,  maintained  by  vulgar  bigotry. 

Deism  cannot  be  cold-minded  merely  to  speculate  and  criticise,  and  not  correct,  and 
^persede  by  a  better  faith  and  practice,  as  such  bald  doctrine  advances  but  little  in 
^mg  the  minds  of  the  world  nncared  for  and  unprotected.  The  human  mind,  with- 
out due  exertion,  makes  but  little  advance  on  its  destined  course. 

All  minds  are  interested  in  the  highest  cultivation  of  their  rational  and  just  faith,  and 
i  secure  and  satisfactory  protection,  that  will  accompany  all  from  birth  to  death,  giving 
2ii  the  best  instruction  for  life,  all  the  best  consolation  at  death,  all  the  most  elevated 
^  for  the  future. 

The  system  of  religion  that  the  world  wants  must  be  all  that  mind  and  reason  are 
JQstly  entitled  to  ;  is  that  on  which  all  classes  and  conditions  of  life  can  lean  in  all  its 
puts,  with  no  peculiarity  and  partiality  in  time  or  place  as  to  faith,  that  only  wakes  up 
t^KHisaods  of  years  after  creation  has  been  blessed  by  its  all-wise  and  almighty  Creator, 
^0  has  been,  and  will  be  by  necessity  and  right,  the  protector  of  all  the  universe,  in 
^  time  and  eternity.  All  peculiar  faiths,  then,  are  ime  and  absurd  dreams,  the  most 
nsonaiy. 

All  snch  stupid  doctrines  of  God's  want  of  fore-knowledge  ever  show  man*s  misera- 
^  pretensions,  impositions  and  defects.     They  will  be  duly  silenced. 

l^t  man's  libel  of  God  shame  man  into  silence. 

No  matter  what  the  names  of  religious  systems  are,  unless  their  innate  principles  are 
QnTersally  in  mind  at  creation,  commencing  with  and  centring  in  the  Creator,  the 
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protection  is  moekery,  the  means  illusory,  and  declare  the  vain  aspirationfi  of  mortality, 
jiionotheism,  rational  religion,  that  satisfies  all  minds  of  the  existence  and  uniyersal 
worth  of  God  Almighty,  of  the  existence  of  his  potency  by  principles,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity of  their  right  inculcation  in  mind,  to  raise  man  to  his  God,  and  equalize  him  with 
himself,  his  legitimate  position  no  more  nor  less,  to  cause  him  to  do  and  know  the  ex- 
tent of  his  rightful  duty,  all  having  a  foundation  not  to  be  shaken,  is  the  only  mighty 
power  that  can  unite  mind  in  the  whole  world  to  one  great  unity  of  purpose  and  amity 
of  feeling — the  universal  sympathy  of  soul — ^in  the  universal  dispensation  of  mind's 
Creator. 

Ever  faithful  is  this  doctrine  to  her  high  commands,  to  the  position  of  being  always 
right,  and  amenable  to  the  only  rightful  tribunal  known  face  to  face  with  mind,  in  the 
audience  of  reason. 

All  other  doctrines  than  that  of  monotheism  that  teaches  the  existence  and  attributes 
of  God  Almighty,  a  God  possessed  of  all  his  exclusive  attributes,  eternally  clash  with 
each  other,  and  the  whole  present  in  their  fall  to  earth  the  fragments  of  a  broken  bro- 
therhood. 

One  system  of  this  kind  is  arrayed  against  that  of  others,  all  having  unreal  preten- 
sions, except  in  the  minds  of  those  thiiddng  themselves  interested,  and  all  having  mor- 
tals for  heads,  or  in  lieu  of  principles. 

Much  of  the  time  of  its  existence  the  world  has  been  trifled  with  by  self-delusion  or 
corruption,  ignorance  and  crime,  sordid  and  selfish  lucre,  or  unmanly  fear,  while  poly- 
theism, the  monster  of  fiction  in  man^s  mystified  forms,  arises,  and  spreads  her  unhal- 
lowed hands  over  the  fairest  possessions  of  the  ^lobe-— exhausting  every  device  of  fraud, 
every  fiction  of  sophistry,  tyrannizing  over  mind,  and  claiming  for  the  benefits  of  her 
clergy  and  priesthood  a  large  portion  of  man's  property,  rights  and  dominion,  implicit 
and  blind  faith,  a  permanent  fund  for  mind^s  oppression,  interweaving  herself  in  aU  the 
fastnesses  of  power  of  government,  all  the  rabidly  excited  passions,  especially  of  am- 
bition and  avarice,  and  all  the  mighty  influences  of  mind  perverted  from  its  own  mas- 
tery to  inglorious  and  ignoble  servitude,  the  degrading  servitude  of  pretenders  corrupted 
and  debai^d,  the  wilful  contriver  of  iter  own  chains,  and  seducer  of  the  happiness  of 
others,  recklessly  ignorant  of  the  mighty  advantages  that  it  betrays. 

Defeated  and  prostrated  in  her  vain  attempts  at  mil  imposition  over  mind,  into  which 
floods  of  light  are  constantly  pouring  by  the  progressive  improvement  of  the  world,  the 
forms  of  theocracy  are  changed,  and  a  moderate  but  unique  plurality  of  cods  is  left, 
giving  mind  of  the  world  still  in  the  peculiar  power  of  the  priesthood,  rendering  mind 
more  or  less  yassal  to  an  odious  servitude,  and  separating  it  from  its  own  just  claims, 
its  direct  claims  on  God,  the  exclusive  owner. 

Corruption  floods  the  world  with  her  horrid  train  under  all  the  disguises,  but  the  eyes 
of  mind  are  not  opened,  till  deeds  the  worst  are  perpetrated,  as  wars  for  centuries  have 
followed  their  conflicting  faiths,  with  all  the  furious  passions  of  maddened  ambition  and 
insatiate  avarice,  exciting  the  sword  of  the  Crusader  and  scimetar  of  him  of  the  Cres- 
cent, to  master  continents  and  thereby  secure  the  conquering  faith,  ending  in  deadly 
hatred  after  the  lapse  of  many  hundreds  of  years.  So  far  from  conquering,  some  have 
divided  and  subdivided  into  ominous  fragments ;  the  Greek  church  separates  from  the 
Roman,  aflfecting  catholic  power  of  the  world,  still  yielding  those  remains  of  power  to 
the  protestant,  a  successful  rival.  The  dissenter  separates  from  the  state-church  man, 
all  against  each  other.  The  loss  of  millions  of  lives  tells  a  fearful  tale  for  the  doctrine 
of  peculiar  faith.  Peculiar  faith  begets  clans  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  makes  the 
church  members  side  with  their  clique  in  profession,  and  opens  the  widest  door  to  cor- 
rupt fatuiticism,  alienating  the  best  feelings  of  the  human  bosom,  a  part  of  the  human 
family  from  the  balance. 

Churchocracy  constitutes  a  corrupt  combination,  that,  if  nniversal  as  to  its  sccti*. 
would  erects  standard  of  peculiar  faith,  and  proscribe  much  of  the  world  not  of  them. 

What  a  fine  thing  that  churchocracy  is  not  universal  as  to  the  various  sects,  as  a  &c- 
rkras  retaliation  might  ensue  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  worid. 

Each  sect  now  erects  its  own  inquisition,  assumes  to  be  infallible  and  orthodox,  con- 
demns the  balance  to  perdition — ^proscribes  where  it  cannot  prescribe.  All  are  infalli- 
ble, no  matter  how  pagan  and  superstitious  any  system,  with  a  sacred  mystery  for  the 
talisman,  and  with  no  tribunal  of  reason  and  no  correction  of  justice  to  make  any  right, 
whilst  the  proper  faith  could  have  saved  mind  from  such  fiendish  deeds. 

Yon  cannot  touch  these  bigots,  for  that  moment  they  throw  before  their  professions 
an  enormous  shield,  on  which  is  inscribed  peculiar  faith,  their  castie. 

Gracious  God !  are  these  to  be  the  lights  of  the  world,  who  have  struck  out  the  most 
brilliant  of  all  lights  from  mind,  that  of  reason  ? 

The  world  needs  not  opinion  unenlightened  to  create  a  reign  of  universal  terror  and 
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despotism,  bat  that  foundation-principle  that  creates  and  orffanixea  conservation  to 

society,  and  all  honor  to  God,  the  supreme. 

Bat  theo  the  priesthoods  of  the  various  systems  could  never  be  interested  in  yielding 
to  the  people,  to  mind,  their  rights,  nor  become  of  the  people. 

It  is  the  nature  of  assumed  power  to  increase  th«  assumption,  never  to  acquiesce  in 
the  rights  of  others,  till  the  sword  cuts  the  gordian  knot. 

When  rational  religion  is  displaced,  superstition  and  tyranny  act.  Religion,  the  elo* 
Aient5  of  which,  are  implanted  by  God  in  rational  mind,  must  be  made  most  rationd. 
MoQotheism  theo,  from  wise  observation  and  satisfaction  in  a  universe  of  God^s  power 
and  rights,  beautifully  commands  us  to  give  unto  God.  all  that  are  his  I  This  is  the 
wisest  coaiffiand  imperative  to  mind,  and  is  most  just. 

Strict  obedience  is  the  best  source  of  happiness  on  earth  and  in  life,  and  gives  the 
bc8t  earnest  for  the  future. 

Here  then  the  mother  can  well  compose  her  feelings,  inward  fears  and  horrors  at  the 
(irpad  ofa  wild  waste,  when  she  asks  for  herself,  her  husband,  and  her  beloved  children,  all 
their  fnUest  protection,  she  finds  that  protection  of  her  whole  household  from  the  source  of 
^  mercy  and  perfection  in  the  true  course  of  nature  taught. 

hut  where  had  been  all,  had  not  that  very  protection  been  accorded  the  universe  by 
h&  perfect  Creator,  before  the  conception  of  their  bodies  ? 

0,  man,  think  of  thy  weakness  !  do  not  increase  it  by  thy  presumption.  Aid  a  just 
racse  in  expelling  all  the  base  libels  of  thy  all-wise  Almighty  God. 

The  mother,  the  tenderest  of  all  rationsu  beings,  has  her  best  and  purest  power  aided 
fcf  God  alone,  to  whom  she  can  address  her  devotions,  and  direct  those  of  her  house*- 
b  >ld,  all  united  in  adoration  to  him,  with  the  most  comprehensive  duty  to  mind.  But 
«he  will  not  expect,  if  wise,  to  change  an  immaculate  God. 

She  must  change  herself  to  pore  feelings  and  thoughts,  and  purer  actions,*  her 
tfm{  impressive  prayers  that  change  and  elevate  human  nature  to  God  that  rules  iU 
Her  reason  and  feelings  are  then  addressed  to  the  only  Supreme,  and  more  thati  that, 
tre  faik^ed.     All  rational  beings  are  thus  satisfied,  as  more  could  not  be  done. 

Monotheism,  then,  never  aspires  to  the  vaunting  inconsistency  that  ends  in  atheism, 
thit  leaves  the  world  to  itself,  and  mind  to  its  delusion,  destitute  alike  of  those  ennobling 
finciples  that  govern  all  creation,  if  leil  to  the  right  perception  of  things ;  much  less 
'xes  she  descend  to  polytheism  or  plurality  of  gods,  whether  of  millions  or  of  three  in 
':3mber,  under  any  name,  pretence  or  disguise  of  numbers  above  unity,  with  priestcrafl- 
Slip  confused,  confiictive  and  antagonistical,  seeking  the  life's  blood  of  the  deluded 
p^ple  who  are  treated  as  the  veriest  dupes  unworthy  the  gifts  of  God,  or  any  system 
tat  contradicts  itself  before  it  can  explain  with  consistency  and  truth,  one  attribute  of 
•le  Almighty,  thereby  depriving  God  of  his  divinity,  to  clothe  impostors  with  it,  that 
'>»•  may  triumph  over  the  multitude  as  in  all  past  time ! 

The  triumph  of  doctrine  in  unison  to  Monotheism,  will  not  be  for  a  mortal  or 
^nhjy  consideration,  but  for  God  Almighty  and  the  worth  of  immortal  souls,  worth  all 
vT'Hik  and  their  gorgeous  treasures,  secured  by  no  power  of  martial  armor,  no  insidious 
tHIogiaa  pretences  to  popularize  absurdities,  and  uphold  crime  and  iniquity,  but  the 
^appreciable  noblest  panoply  of  eternal  principles. 

liilional  religion  cannot  clash  with  the  people's  rights,  nor  mind's  purity,  reason  or 
hk;  and  so  far  from  conflict  with  sound  government  of  the  people  for  whom  all  good 
^3^1  wise  governments  are  primarily  instituted  to  secure  the  invaluable  good  of  the 
l^nrr'^t  namber,  that  it  upholds  aU  that  is  just  and  true. 

Then  religion  will  not,  cannot,  be  for  the  temporal  good  of  the  few«  but  the  eternal 
^sefit  of  aU  that  have  mind,  and  avail  themselves  of  reason. 

Heligioo,  holj  and  pore,  modest  and  retiring  in  her  dignity,  asks  innumerable  times 
V)  be  heard  by  her  messenger,  reason,  that  is,  to  be  appreciated  merely. 
J^he  was  fulfilling  in  the  dark  ages  of  mind,  her  duty  for  the  soul-ennobling  science 
"K  promotiog  Che  good  of  all,  by  universal  freedom  in  God's  devotion,  by  the  best  light 
^  truth  before  mind  and  reason. 

latellectual  freemen  are  then  bound  to  dash  down  as  mental  poison,  the  idolatry  of 
^^nrvorship  in  anv  of  the  sophisticated  forms  of  polytheism,  that  embraces  mind  of 
^'  ^  her  thousand  wiles  and  evils,  and  binds  so  cunningly,  that  the  coils  are  unseen 
^'<]  unfelt,  till  the  delusion  is  effectual,  and  the  injury  unavoidable,  inevitable  and  fatal. 
^  Monotheism  as  the  interpretation  of  enlightened  reason,  teaches  the  world  must  pay 
'3e  and  appropriate  respect  to  the  sincere  motives  of  all  those  believing  their  peculiar 
Ufth  to  be  the  true  religion. 

Rational  religion  regards  the  sincerity  of  piety  of  all  who  seek  to  find  their  sottl's 
«%intioQ,  bat  cannot  a^  to  supersede  any  mth  without  full  and  convincing  reason, 
'^ciring  as  she  does  all  the  time  for  mortals,  the    '  '     " 
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only  safe  pilotage.  She  concedes  all  the  wisest  systems  of  laws,  thai  fill  up  man** 
duty  to  man,  and  his  exact  duty  to  his  God,  all  codes  that  mind  requires  in  equity  and 
justice  to  himself  and  God,  and  all  that  wise  statesmen  and  worthy  humanists  will 
positively  institute,  all  that  mankind  require  in  the  universal  relations  of  the  whole 
world,  faithfully  exeouted,  « 

What  all  such  are,  let  time,  the  best  prophet,  teach ;  and  man^s  conscience  enlightened 
most  ably  in  the  treasures  of  mature  and  ripe  experience,  decide. 

A  man  of  true  principles,  no  matter  his  faith,  will  not  act  without  dne  respect  to 
them,  possessed  as  he  may  be  with  any  brief  authority,  because  in  his  mind  has  been 
instilled  the  power  of  true  light.     Principles  presuppose  rational  faith. 

His  deportment  in  a  few  brief  minute  (xuticulars,  defines  his  character,  tbat  '*  honestj 
is  the  best  policy,"  carrying  out  his  belief  in  action  and  dnty,  to  an  elevated  state  of 
refinement  that  characterizes  the  true  gentleman  and  best  religionist. 

His  language  is  a  representative  of  his  thou^ts,  his  action  of  both,  and  all  accord 
with  the  l^st  performance  of  duty  to  man  and  God. 

True  faith  looks  not  at  forms  and  professions,  but  at  the  soul's  actions  in  sabatanee 
and  spirit,  not  for  one,  but  all  time,  to  no  final,  but  ever  present  day  of  judgment.; 
making  no  respect  to  persons,  only  as  self-respect  and  principles  eternally  win. 

Confidence  is  given  not  for  past  conduct  exclusively,  which  is  simple  and  demosal- 
izing,  but  embraces  the  whole  subject  and  scope  of  man's  life,  written  at  bin  death  and 
without  concealment,  favor  or  reward. 

God's  innate  principles  of  religion  are  implanted  in  all  rational  minds  at  inttiatirei 
existence,  and  are  capable  of  being  elicited  at  consciousness,  and  more  or  less  practiced 
as  directed  by  light  of  mind,  influenced  by  tuition,  and  various  circumstances  consti- 
tuting a  code  for  action. 

Of  this  fund,  all  systems  of  peculiar  faith  extract  a  part  and  parcel,  as  more  or  leas 
graduated  in  its  excellence,  not  originating  any  of  it,  but  explaining  their  peculiar  viewi 
more  or  less  successfully  as  approaching  or  assimilating  rational  religion,  trading  on 
its,  God's  capital.  Then  all  systems  of  faith,  no  matter  how  superstitious,  how  foul 
and  depraved,  are  cloaked  under  the  disguises  of  the  true  belief  that  incontestiblj  be- 
longs to  the  one  being,  who  as  God  of  the  universe,  must  have  unity.  The  safetj  of 
all  creation,  is  indebted  to  the  conservative  innate  principles  of  God  alone. 

This  position  of  innate  conservative  principles  remains  with  the  world  of  mind,  an^ 
can  only  be  masked  by  man's  artifices,  by  deceived  or  corrupt  minds. 

Let  no  sophistry  answer  for  them,  as  this  is  a  holy  subject,  and  requires  the  hol| 
answers  of  a  world's  actions  and  deeds  untrammeled  and  unbiased.  Professions  can^ 
not  supersede  the  actions  of  life. 

As  no  faith  can  solve  this  whole  question  but  that  of  reason,  truth  requires  her  support 
in  due  humility  and  candor. 

All  systems  of  faith  otherwise  built  up  are  partial,  defective,  vitiated,  and  most  hurtfii^ 
to  mind,  that  it  sophisticates. 

All  such  cannot  stand  the  test  of  reason's  solution,  and  will  be  effaced  by  the  greal 
luminary  of  mind. 

The  wise  should  aim,  in  the  great  vital  drama,  at  the  immortal  luminary. 

The  most  conscientious  faith,  and  sincerest  appeal  to  reason  and  reason's  God,  an 
made  through  mind,  his  means  of  avenue,  and  only  inspiration,  that  proves  the  tro^ 
rational  faith.  Monotheism  requires  no  official  organ  but  God's  noblest  gift,  purity  ol 
mind,  to  see,  feel,  and  adopt  the  legitimate  universal  treasure. 

Profession  of  aU  is  with  God  ;  the  reward  is  in  immortality ;  the  speculation  an^ 
trade  on  both  are  not  of  this  world. 

This  earth  presents  nothing  to  give  in  lucre  for  mind's  worth,  but  presents  a  M 
anmle  for  all  labor,  not  for  self  alone  but  for  all  a  glorious  theatre  <^ manly  action. 

It  is  a  sacred  republic,  endorsed  by  conscience,  where  no  church  dignitaries  an 
needed  to  perpetuate  what  the  Eternal  has  written  on  mind,  that  succeeds  wave  z^ 
wave  in  the  ocean  of  life. 

Monotheism  is  gentleness  itself,  having  no  blood  and  guilt-stained  conscience,  n<x 
blurred  by  misdeeds,  distorted  by  vague  pretences,  nor  cloaking  anything  under  othej 
names,  and  availing  itself  of  other  people.  She  is  what  she  seems,  and  has  no  reasoi 
to  be  anjrthing  else. 

She  fawns  on  no  absolutism  that  she  excludes,  deceives  no  man.  and  avoids  all  th^ 
'  looks  like  deceit,  untruth,  and  dishonesty. 

She  claims  what  is  right,  perpetrates  no  continued  wrong. 

She  matures  her  judgment  by  facts,  and  adheres  to  moral  firmness  with  modest  confidence 

She  institutes  protection  by  enlightened  public  opinion,  that  no  man  can  escape 
Hers  is  the  bible  of  rational  mind.  .     .^.^^  i  r^ 
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Absolotism  oq  the  thfone,  with  the  mitre,  by  brute  force,  iaddioos  eanmnf;,  with 
sophistiy  and  degraded  Uceatiousness,  may  affect  to  disregard  it,  but  the  retribution  will 
follow. 

As  high  as  absolutism  may  pretend  to  be  above  it,  wrong  assuredly  as  it  is,  it  can  be 
elTectaally  checked  by  mind. 

Mind  is  the  master  of  absolutism,  when  it  is  the  subject  of  principles,  a  fealty  to  the 
Alfflightj.  « 

The  summary  punishment  by  conservative  revolution  from  the  people,  who  are  forced 
to  take  this  part  of  the  common  law  into  their  own  hands,  often  proves  a  retribution. 

The  bands  of  counterfeiters,  forgers,  pirates,  and  robbers  who  may  escape  prison  or 
JDiiimry  punishment,  bv  collusions  of  confederates  prepared  for  rescue,  even  to  perjury, 
or  by  Che  weakness  and  corruption  of  officials,  do  arouse  up  this  summary  punishment 
«f  the  people,  especially  in  new  countries  and  states.  But  the  majesty  of  principles 
ihojM  command  the  efficient  majesty  of  law. 

lodividaals,  as  adulterers,  violators  of  social  principles  in  various  ways,  often  feel 
this  in  a  speedy  manner. 

Nor  does  the  curious  law  of  retribution  stop  short  of  vindicating  the  principles  of  their 
Immortal  Creator  worthy  of  him,  enough  to  cause  every  libeler  of  Deity  to  sink  into 
isunediate  insignificance.  Conservative  principles  require  a  uniform  recognition  by  the 
wiaest  laws,  and  their  execution  in  the  world. 

There  can  be  no  religion  save  rational,  and  no  faith  but  what  is  its  universal  agent 

The  God  of  monotheism  is  the  God  of  the  universe,  whose  endowments  to  mind  of 
Kaaon  and  principle  universally  give  wisdom. 

CitizeDs  of  both  sexes,  is  it  not  your  highest  advantage  to  have  fuU  monotheism  of 
Bind  over  the  polytheism  of  dreamers,  visionary  devotees  of  absolutism  ? 

Has  not  polytheism  ruled  the  world  to  its  ruin,  with  her  superstition  and  her  fanati- 
fisaif  Moody  and  tyrannical,  long  enouffh  ? 

The  world  must  analyze  the  proper  elements  of  language,  and  must  be  held  responsible 
to  this  pobt,  as  capable  of  complete  decision,  as  in  innumerable  others. 

No  other  construction  can  be  admitted  by  reason  or  right. 

It  is  utterly  absurd  to  den^  this.  Then  all  such  peculiar  faiths  are  wound  up,  as  en- 
tirely  unworthy  of  resurrection.     . 

\A  ingenuous  youth,  too  pure  to  have  their  motives  assailed,  what  do  they  think  of 


r  may  not  be  aware  that  the  question  is  paramount,  and  involves  a  paramount 
CKDtial  of  their  vitality,  and  of  a  Deity  that  implies  allegiance  to  the  right  source. 

If  wise,  they  will  forever  seek  that  which  is  pure. 

It  is  an  allegiance  to  God,  Supreme  Creator,  who  endowed  them  with  the  elements 
westial  at  creation. 

It  cannot  be  to  gods  of  creation,  for  all  others  have  to  acknowledge  one  Creator,  thanks 
to  moDotheism,  that  rules  out  all  other  faiths,  no  matter  how  loud  or  boisterous,  for  they 
>3  are  counterfeit  as  their  base  superstition. 

How,  then,  is  God  to  be  found  ?  As  he  is  omnipresent,  all  are  inquirers,  through  their 
*^  minds  the  analysts. 

Where  is  this  pure  religion  that  gives  certain  faith  and  action  to  insure  certain  pro- 
tertioni  How  will  they  find  the  right  way?  Mind  answers  all  these,  all  necessary 
f>88tiflns. 

Mind  knows  that  it  has  to  improve  its  own  elements  to  the  best  calibre,  capacity,  and 
prehension,  to  finish  the  whole  solution,  the  problem  of  life. 

^V  hat  need  has  mind  of  priests  ?  What  is  a  priest  ?  An  impostor,  if  not  an  imbecile  ; 
both  ought  to  be  silenced  of  course.  WiU  man  take  such  men's  word  for  it  ?  That  is 
wwiae. 

It  is  not  the  wisdom  pertaining  to  mind,  but  the  world,  as  the  world  has  many  faiths, 
^^emfied  by  contingency.  But  the  inquirer  is  after  truth,  not  contingency,  conse- 
quently he  cannot  trust  to  any  priest,  who  relies  on  human  contingencies  all  the  world's 
^y  who  is  bound,  as  priest,  to  lie  all  the  time  for  his  faith,  that  lies  all  the  time  for  him. 

Men's  words  may  lead  to  a  plurality  of  gods,  more  or  less  to  several  millions.  Is  that 
>»fe  or  wise  ? 

The  wise  man  will  forever,  in  all  things,  especially  sacred  things,  take  only  reason ; 
jfo«do not,  he  will  forever  desecrate  sacred  functions  of  mind,  and  then  he  is  liable  to 
wcomean  advocate  for  atheism,  polytheism,  or  plurality  of  gods,  including  man-worship 
^a  host  of  idolatry,  with  attendant  evils,  diffused  through  the  world. 

Reason  only  admits  monotheism,  the  God  of  which  is  worthy  his  universe  ;  tnr  him 
^  aH  the  rules,  laws,  and  principles  of  mind,  the  only  means  and  power  with  us,  by  us,  * 
aiulbr  us. 
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Give  the  world  God  Supreme,  who  teaches  the  best  happiness,  and  the  best  meaos  I 
secure  it,  with  the  avoidance  of  most  supposed  evils. 

Then  we  must  point  it  to  the  code  of  mind,  to  God  in  his  purity  and  exclusive  majestj 
who  cannot  be  represented  by  messiahs,  priests,  prophets,  nor  their  clan,  who  are  to 
low  to  represent  mind,  much  less  the  God  Creator  of  the  universe. 

Man  has  to  perform  the  complete  fulness  of  his  duty  to  his  fellow  man,  in  thoughl 
word,  and  deed,  that  it  may  be  best  with  him  in  his  dying  hour,  that  he  may  sustain  n 
conscience-pangs,  no  consuming  remorse  for  wrongs  and  injuries  done  in  private,  c 
with  recklessness,  next  to  irreparable  then. 

He  has  no  code  to  depend  upon,  that  licences  any  to  spend  a  life  of  beastly  larcro) 
vice,  and  criminal  licentiousness,  and  at  the  last  moment  to  embrace  a  full  treasure  drs 
pite  of  his  reckless  crimes,  by  the  compliant  pretences  of  money  and  power-sycophants 

To  embrace  all  the  dispensations  of  virtue,  he  must  carry  out  the  supreme  regard  t\ 
the  majesty  of  virtue. 

If  he  hare  luxuriated  in  all  the  beastliness  of  degraded  nature,  deceived  by  the  falsi 
doctrines  of  false  bibles,  to  commute  at  death,  he  must  abide  his  own  decisions,  and  hui 
fer  for  the  penalty  to  principles,  that  certainly  vindicate  themselves  in  their  whol< 
legitimate  circle.  Let  no  false  faith  incite  to  such  life.  While  there  is  time  to  do  go» 
let  none  be  in  despair.  What  is  worth  the  travail  at  the  last  moment  ?  The  constiiui 
tion  of  man  may  not  consign  him  to  hopeless  misery,  while  his  best  actions  will  \M 
suitably  rewarded,  his  worst  must  be  suitably  punished. 

A  true  religion  is  only  supported  by  true  constitutional  rule,  that  gives  restoratioi 
and  security  to  principles,  reason,  and  their  proper  attributes,  that  bravely  place  abso* 
lutism,  personal  and  social,  in  abeyance. 

What  other  than  true  rational  faith  can  avail  ?  Good  and  faithful  citizens  of  the  worl<! 
cannot  now  recede,  for  they  can  never  get  any  other ;  all  else  is  fiction.  But  whDe  all  creeds 
of  peculiar  faith  are  decaying  under  the  crush  and  crash  of  their  own  destructive  element^ 
rational  religion  invokes  the  full  practice  of  duty  and  humanity,  and  while  she  abjures  ni 
wicked  superstition,  however  refined  by  all  the  tricks  of  sophistry,  adherence  to  worship  of 
dead  mortals,  she  requires  a  rightful  action  for  conservative  principles,  their  immediacy 
and  only  representative,  mind  and  their  Creator,  that  all  living  men  have  to  respect 
Our  belief  must  be  perfectly  sincere,  resting  on  sincere  incontrovertible  foundations,  oi 
else  there  will  be  an  eternal  conflict  discoverable  to  the  world,  as  is  plainly  discovera- 
ble  to  be  the  case  in  every  creed,  sect,  and  denomination  of  peculiar  faith,  when  refer- 
red to  deeds. 

The  belief  will  never  be  one  moment^s  value,  if  our  deeds  to  the  whole  circle  of  ou* 
duties  do  not  consistently  conform  thereto,  practicable  for  human  nature  under  proper 
honorable  constructions.  What  value  is  our  faith  to  us,  if  not  available  on  a  rational 
basis«  the  only  right  one  ? 

Of  what  value  is  any,  short  of  the  unity  of  God  1 

It  destroys  the  more  it  is  announced  as  peculiar. 

Its  existence  then  piles  up  the  elements  of  the  believer^s  destruction. 

But  pretences  are  set  up,  that  the  people  cannot  carry  out  the  very  things  their  daty 
enjoins.     What  absurdity ! 

God  gave  mind  its  superior  endowments  to  carry  out  this  very  purpose,  all  lifers 
purposes. 

Man  thus  libels  the  people  for  his  low  purposes,  and  above  all,  the  Creator.  This  is 
the  case  with  the  world^s  curse,  of  monopoly  and  usurpation. 

It  is  always  the  case,  when  power  of  the  few  is  interfered  with.  The  difficulty  in 
worldly  polity  is  not  so  much  the  elevation  of  the  people  to  proper  representation,  as  to 
counteract  the  evil  designs  of  men,  whose  talents  are  great,  but  whose  minds  have  been 
perverted,  and  their  collusion  thousands  of  years  in  various  editions  of  the  same  miser- 
able code.     Mind  has  to  keep  the  world  from  taking  advantage  of  it. 

In  mock  dignity  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  to  be  the  flame  and  torch,  to  sustain  the 
light  of  the  religious  world  in  a  rational  manner  ?  The  dignity  of  rational  mind  enables 
rational  religion  to  sustain 'herself  on  her  dignity,  independent  of  the  speculation  and 
trade  in  God's  world. 

She  sustains  herself  in  all  the  pure  minds  of  good  and  true  citizens^  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  and  out  of  the  pulpit,  or  any  altar. 

The  inherent  virtues  of  the  Eternal  Ruler  of  the  universe,  have  furnished  the  right 
means. 

The  universe  has  ever  had  those  means  from  its  foundation,  independent  of  vain  man 
,  and  all  his  adverse  schemes,  else  chaos  and  confusion,  instead  of  order,  had  been  its 
portion,  despite  of  all  peculiar  faiths.  Conservation  is  as  sublime  as  Creation,  wh^^ 
the  last  premises  supreme  unity,  and  the  first,  that  it  has  no  division. 
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Pecniiar,  as  false  faith,  absolately  differs  with  rational  religion,  that  cannot  differ 
with  herself,  as  the  true  representative  of  unity  itself. 

Nothing  less  than  the  Supreme  could  have  indited  this,  his  own  sublime  character,  so 
indeliUy. 

It  ia  impossible  for  the  glory  of  his  eternal  consistency  to  be  eclipsed  with  rational 
niads. 

Let  not  freemen  shrink  back  from  the  workers  of  iniquity,  who  unite  all  their  efforts 
for  error  guided  by  self-interest ;  let  them  know  their  rights  and  vindicate  them  by 
reason. 

The  object  attained  is  a  glorious  victory  indeed,  never  seen  yet  on  earth,  for  a  recon- 
cilement of  men^s  differences  on  the  best,  the  onlji  ground  not  visionary,  because  it  is 
one  of  principle,  and  one  universal  faith  and  that  alone  in  Deity,  Creator  of  all,  and 
whom  the  civilized  world  should  justly  appreciate  in  all  his  glorious  attributes. 

The  object  is  union  of  mankind  universally,  in  one  grand  brotherhood,  on  the  altar 
of  tme  faith  to  a  God  owning  all,  that  religion,  which  is  true  allegiance  to  him  alone, 
calls  for,  pure  and  undefiled  as  his  property,  thus  proving  that  the  perfection  of  the  soul 
ia  accomplished  by  its  own  perfect  solution. 

All  virtual  indebtedness  must  be  intrinsically  on  merit,  and  must  be  due  in  all  respects 
that  reason  and  justice  invoke,  and  will  be  paid  on  their  certificates  by  grateful  and 
honest  debtors,  with  the  prompt  feelings  that  reverence  can  inspire. 

Some  suppose  that  the  speedy  change  of  character,  is  vi(al  in  religion. 

Surely,  this  can  take  place  better  in  true  than  in  absurd  faith,  as  then  the  reason  is 
convinced  in  faith  rational  and  confirmed,  beyond  cavil  to  satisfiaiction  ;  when  both  are 
satisfied  they  are  immovable. 

With  this  foundation,  sure  and  certain,  hope  and  joy  rising  to  all  that  is  legitimate  of 
enthasiasm  and  spirituaJization,  as  near  sanctifieation  as  Goid  permits  human  nature  on 
tkd  earth,  with  a  pure  faith,  pure  in  God,  may  inspire  the  professor  to  his  mind^s  great- 
est content. 

But  with  what  satisfaction  and  honest  zeal  can  we  subscribe  to  faith,  not  justified  by 
sincerity  or  reality,  or  to  sectarian  or  peculiar  faith,  that  is  not  liberal  enough  for  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  or  of  our  own  excellent  institutions — a  species  of  superstition  that  is 
circumscribed  in  time  and  place,  occupying  in  reality,  little  or  nothing  in  the  great 
drama  of  life  1 

In  utmost  sincerity,  we  cannot  do  otherwise  than  reject  all  peculiar  faith,  as  long  as 
Sre  senses  are  retained,  and  language  is  limited  to  their  verdict. 

Then  let  all  good  men  aid  in  enlightening  the  world,  but  let  none  assume  anything 
heyond  this,  as  there  the  ministry  of  rational  mind  ceases,  and  imposition  begins,  and 
0,en,  too,  it  is  impious  imposition  of  the  worst  character,  with  which  all  co-workers  are 

Those  observing  the  difference  between  superstition  and  rational  religion,  and  the  , 
eenous  effects  of  the  first,  must  not  stand  by  now  careless  of  results. 

Rational  religion  commands  only  obvious  and  necessary  duties,  while  the  first  demands 
nnnatural  ones. 

Religion  is,  in  natore,  the  highest  supreme  duty — ^is  the  soul  of  mind^s  duty. 

The  Creator  must  be  reverenced  through  the  fixed  conservative  principles  for  his 
whole  creation,  and  their  constant  action  and  influence  pervading  all  intellectual  animat- 
ed existence. 

There  can  be  no  religion  without  mind,  as  there  can .  be  no  accountability,  and  no 
r^ponsibtlity  without  its  reason,  that  has  to  elicit  the  only  true  object,  tho  Creator. 
When  will  man  adopt  right  views  in  respect  to  them,  since  he  is  involved  in  their  adop- 
tion as  a  right  appreciation  for  his  own  proper  action,  words,  and  thoughts  ?  Without 
^  position  clearly  evinced  and  proved  before  the  universe,  all  the  constituents  of  lifers 
^eney  would  be  utterly  contingent  for  ever. 

Now  is  the  hour  for  the  world  to  rescue  itself  from  its  culpability,  for  citizens  to 
riMtse  up  and  proclaim  their  rights  and  their  best  of  blessings. 

If  wisdom  give  a  right  direction,  the  balance  will  be  right. 

All  that  monotheism,  rational  religion,  can  ask,  is  to  have  this  momentous  subject  put 
b<;fore  the  world,  free  from  any  of  the  malign  influences  of  absolutism  of  lungs  or 
pneats,  and  nothing  more  nor  less. 

If  rational  religion  had  its  true  position  on  earth,  the  superfluities  would  meet  the 
Qecesaary  demands,  and  the  beggars  of  the  world  might  be  duly  supported  in  comfort, 
aM  their  minds  too,  cultivated,  vice  more  effectually  excluded  by  the  true  light  of  know- 
kdee  and  science,  if  social  and  religious  matters  were  put  right. 

liLKUs^ions  about  peculiar  faiths  would  cease  on  their  certain  extinction,  the  pure  beams 
of  a  pure  faith  would  irradiate  a  noon- tide  day,  and  disunions  of  countries  making 
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nations  otherwise  brothers,  cut-throats,  would  cease,  and  the  blessings  of  univeisal 
union  would  disseminate  universal  strength. 

But  the  bigot  and  fanatic,  giving  the  same  kind  of  execrable  inquisition  that  the  worst 
Tassal  times  of  dark  ages  ever  saw,  equal  to  the  stake-burnings,  command  all  simple- 
tons fearful  to  call  their  minds  reason^s,  their  souls  God^s,  bid  them  not  discuss  rationally 
the  subject  of  religion,  or  read  what  enlightens  them.  Then  the  world  belongs  to  these 
wiseacres,  and  it  might  as  well  be  theirs  m  the  next,  unless  their  responsibility  wiU  give 
them  enough  to  do  in  accountability. 

Then  mind  is  of  no  account  and  contrary  to  reason  but  for  the  folly  and  crimes  it  is 
made  to  commit,  a  position  that  libels  Gud  as  making !  O  mass  of  absurdities  and  con- 
tradictions. • 

All  things  in  the  universe  are  for  free  rational  discussion,  that  mind  might  rightfuUy 
embrace  them. 

The  sooner  truth  is  embraced  the  better.  The  sooner  falsehood  is  exposed  and  re- 
jected, the  better  for  all  mankind. 

None  but  absolutism  denies  this  by  her  base  actions,  for  her  argument  is  in  frag- 
ments, and  is  nowhere  whole. 

Absolutism  of  any  species,  for  they  all  are  in  collusion,  kingly  or  priestly,  may  cant 
about  faith,  which  is  only  credulity,  if  taken  out  of  the  reason  of  mind,  but  absolutism 
is  a  hypocrite,  and  when  she  rejects  any  work  for  free  rational  discussion  by  her  fears 
or  will,  she  shows  her  utter  diagrace. 

Away  then  with  absolutism  in  all  its  forms,  from  the  despot,  with  all  his  sycophants 
who  trammel  mind,  down  to  all  priestocracy  with  its  myrmidons  who  sophisticate  it, 
and  cannot  do  it  justice  in  investigation. 

The  weak  systems  of  exploded  ignorance  and  prejudice  must  yield  to  the  superior 
lights  of  the  day,  by  which  the  world  was  to  be  enlightened  and  will  improve. 

Take  away  all  false  lights  and  their  teachers,  and  let  the  best  inculcations  of  true 
lights  illuminate  the  dawn  of  life,  then  its  meridian  will  be  fruitful,  and  its  evening  a 
blessing  in  the  land  of  adoption. 

Let  a  liberal  and  diffused  patriotism  prevail,  to  cover  the  whole  lands  and  oceans  of 
the  globe. 

Let  a  worthy  spirit  of  humanity  be  permanent. 

Sacrifice  all  minor  things  forever,  before  fundamental  freedom  and  its  securities  are 
sacrificed  to  degrade  mind  and  rational  religion. 

If  there  be  any  failure,  assuredly  it  is  not  in  God^s  principles  that  cannot  clash,  but 
in  the  wiles  of  absolutism  that  pretend  to  the  divine  rights  of  church  and  goTemmental 
despotism. 

Rational  religion  does  not  peimit,  with  impunity,  the  ends  of  justice  to  be  ignomini- 
ously  defeated  by  sophistry  or  perjury.  She  has  the  potency  to  correct  miserable  and 
%  abominable  states  of  society,  where  false  pretences  and  hypocrisy  exist  and  social  ty- 
ranny predominates. 

She  permits  no  loose  views,  but  holds  up  all  the  world  at  once  to  the  supreme  obli- 
gation of  rule  on  principles.  She  draws  no  imaginary  line  defined  by  men,  but  holds 
universally  mind  subject  to  universal  principles,  that  all  rational  being  must  know  and 
be  responsible  for. 

In  her  presidency  she  overlooks  no  persons  high  in  power  or  rule«  but  in  all  the  grades 
of  society,  and  in  all  its  circles,  private  or  public,  whether  in  the  supreme  temple  of 
God,  the  universal  brotherhood  of  principles,  or  in  the  little  churches  of  man,  all  thai 
cannot  begin  to  be  trusted,  unworthy  of  trust  or  going  wrong  all  the  time,  not  doin^it 
justice  to  truth,  chastity  or  moral  virtues,  whether  emperors  or  kings,  popes,  bishops  or 
laymen,  governors  or  governed,  are  to  be  reminded  that  they  are  unworthv  members  of 
society,  and  cannot  he  worthy  of  future  felicity.  She  inculcates  the  only  mastery  of 
mind,  the  supremacy  of  God,  the  mighty  Unity,  all  obligations,  social  and  religious. 

Hers  is  the  intellectual  tuition  that  those  miserably  raised  in  the  world  in  the  school 
of  its  vices,  its  follies  or  its  crimes,  whose  history  is  evil,  the  penalty  for  violation  of 
the  good,  must  mend  in  her  presence  and  under  guidance  the  error  of  their  ways  as 
the  best  practical  faith. 

Religion  is  ever  rational  and  consistent,  and  always  appeals  through  mind  to  mind  by 
reason  up  to  reason^s  God,  without  worldly  speculation  in  church,  state  or  any  regime. 

She  delights  in  the  blessings  that  reason  ever  gives. 

She  knows  no  divisions  of  men,  and  does  not  know  herself,  unless  mind  can  be  satis- 
fied by  the  recognition. 

She  makes  no  division  in  The  Holy  Centre,  for  she  ever  looks  to  unity  in  God  and 
men,  and  can  recognise  no  other  state. 

Her  earth  is  superior  in  universal  brotherhood  to  tho  heaven  of  peculiar  faith,  whoso 
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eeetariuiism  has,  by  fiction,  caused  its  God  to  exclude  rebellious  angels.  Peculiar  faith 
loara  caste  on  earth,  and  forgets  the  truth  in  her  heaven. 

Religion  teaches  truly  that  when  the  unity  of  the  God  of  the  universe  is  transcended, 
principle  is  violated. 

Hence  it  is  that  peculiar  faith  in  heaven  or  on  earth  begets  peculiar  trouble  to  its 
peculiar  people. 

Did  monotheism  admit  of  any  peculiarities,  then  her  extinction  would  be  certain,  as 
her  intention  would  be  mdrtal,  and  she  would  be  unworthy  of  herself  as  the  representa- 
tive of  an  Immutable  Omniscient  Being,  pledging  conservative  and  eternal  princi- 
ples. 

The  religion  that  God  of  the  universe  established  is  tlie  only  appropriate  one  to  be 
used  ;  all  others  are  peculiar  faiths,  hurtful,  and  in  the  way  of  the  true.  Mortals  must 
recognise  all  such. 

The  perfect  Creator,  wise  at  creation,  gave  her  a  creation-birthright,  inherent  facul- 
ties, without  which  no  rational  being  could  exist. 

The  universe  will  meet  God*s  requisitions.  Can  all  this  be  properly  accomplished, 
withont  the  immortality  of  the  soul  ? 

Yarn  and  ambitious  mortals  should  not  seek  to  prevent  it  their  brief  moment  and 
their  expiring  hour,  for  retribution  will  expose  their  corruption  and  unveil  their  dis- 
grace. 
All  should  be  wise  to  honesty,  and  honest  unto  just  reverence  of  the  Supreme. 
This  code  is  written  in  mind,  and  mind's  understanding  can  honestly  comprehend 
dnty,  needing  no  pretender  to  help  it  do  for  itself  what  mind  can  alone  do. 

No  real  due  value  of  rationality  can  be  mistaken  for  mere  enthusiasm  and  its  visiona- 
ry spiriUialization,  affecting  the  fruition  of  better  spheres,  that  must  be  superseded  for 
time-serving  worship  of  the  moment. 

Exalted  thoughts  and  aspirations  for  the  immortal  creation  and  eternity's  benefits, 
can  only  be  mamfested  by  proper  adoration  ;  nothing  else  is  genuine. 

Any  faith  short  of  monotheism  is  necessarily  sectarian,  and  is  fundamentally  wrong. 
If  it  be  divided  into  minute  divisions  of  hundreds,  so  much  the  worse. 

The  more  division  the  more  proof  of  errors  and  erroneous  elements,  and  evincing  the 
finite  being  of  man's  work  of  most  moderate  efforts,  if  he  forsake  principles  for  pecu- 
UaritieSv  mind  and  reason  for  priestocracy  and  their  particular  faith.  Religion  does  not 
need  priest  but  rational  mind  for  practical  illustration. 

The  only  way  of  correction  is  in  one  God,  supreme,  immortal,  omnipotent,  and  un- 
mistakable in  his  attributes,  that  characterize  him  as  ministers  in  the  universe  and  its 
universal  relations.  The  sublimity  of  his  character  is  portrayed  in  the  sublimity  of  the 
character  of  rational  religion,  in  the  utter  impossibility  of  reducing  the  unity  of  either, 
ibr  when  the  vain  attempt  is  made  by  impotent  mind,  the  position  is  untenable,  suicidal 
and  fatal. 

Uow  much,  then,  is  rational  mind  indebted  to  monotheism,  and  the  means  to  obtain 
iU  sastaining  its  dignity  and  securing  its  happiness. 

Without  &s  friend  of  mind  accorded  by  God,  there  is  a  purgatory  of  conscience  built 
up  on  earth  by  false  systems,  calculated  to  immolate  victims  worse  than  in  their  blood, 
when  ceaselessly  tormented  by  imaginary  evils,  the  chimeras  of  impostors. 
What  a  real  blessing  to  get  rid  of  all  these  curses. 

The  constant  accountability  and  responsibility  that  wise  and  good  men  invariably  ac- 
knowledge to  God,  imply  a  proper  service,  and  the  protective  defence  against  the  tor- 
toriBg  state  of  such  conscience. 

W^hen  we  get  rid  of  superstition,  and  sophistry  its  inseparable  companion,  then  we 
may  obtain  monotheism,  the  sublime  religion  of  6od. 

It  is  she  that  will  urge  the  wisest  comprehension  of  each  individual  penalty  conse- 
queot  on  the  violation  of  God's  laws,  not  to  destroy  but  save  universally,  and  institute 
tbe  ouwt  elevating  system  of  rewards  that  will  necessarily  produce  an  illustrious  code 
of  ethics  to  protect  mind  in  general. 

She  invokes  all  laws  consistent  to  the  permanency  of  good  legislation,  to  rise  to  the 
di^ified  and  beneficial  character  of  the  world's  benefactress. 
What  better  views  can  enlightened  mind  have  ? 
W^hither  else  can  it  go  but  to  the  wise  practical  fanctions  of  reason  ? 
With  all  the  wildest  enthusiasm  of  our  nature,  the  feelings  and  emotions  of  soul,  still 
reU^OD  is  a  certain,  definite,  paramount  duty  towards  God. 

%isn  may  feel  aroused  to  the  highest  expression  of  emotions,  under  consideration  of 
hts  having  religion,  a  possession  in  common  with  rational  minds,  but  all  improvement 
thereon  must  he  submitted  to  the  calm  and  serious  tribunal  of  philosophy  and  practical 
hfe,  the  test  of  mind-embodiment  for  soul-organization. 
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9H  KATIOXAL  SELIOIOIT  AKD  MORALGL 

^>n  yi'fr'Sjr  ^-2  ^-izacc  ^ali^  one  rait  of  one  woild.     Mere  words  of  the  ptdpit 

Ta*  ."or^-ac*  u.:  **«  tjf^ssed  u  ereiy  ntioul  mind,  as  sunbeainB)  being  the  tnie 
rHini"ncia^*.«  .*<  I^.tt.  asi  xhe  artzre  seh'-agency  of  mind. 

^  1J-"  a  *4.:;'*<'-s.  ra:  r^^^nn^z  oqIt  tmth,  simple  and  nnadorned,  banishing  foreYet  u 
w:  ^zTi.i^jr.  ua.1  sop^ustrr  tiiat  is  used  necessarily  in  all  other  creeds  of 
2a:  ii-'is.  vftiteTer  else  u  is,  rests  on  sophistry  ail  the  time,  and  that  can 

j^  si£  -^..-s^  r&z  a^  soraLnm  taiin  be^eu  but  a  stupid  or  dishonest  resolt? 
-  tt-r»  -«xsctt  -lisc:  cwr^,  as  pecciianiy  occupies  her  place,  where  peace  is  always 
«xr.aac  -r-rt  itfrx  .:*.  T*«re  ail  are  mtaliiiile,  but  none  orthodox,  by  their  own  position 

^"Zkfz  Im*£  ict?  z-=»:£  nrrer  keajd  the  preachingr  of  peculiar  faith,  better  have  your 
mrs-  oetsL^rx^isj  i&n.  t2aa  m  rcc^iTc  the  doctrine  that  you  shall  not  use  the  reason  that 

I'  1  .-m  vt-  v<  k«^  to  reason,  bener  will  it  be  in  the  day  thai  decides  on  the  merits 
ff  xi^  V  ni^  suT^tect.  uxxi  Toc  Derer  had  it,  for  then  reason^s  God,  by  your  own  un- 
aa»Fw <-!.-,«-  »ri...a.  ?azr«o<  xhem  own  you  as  a  reasonable  subject.  Your  soul  will  haTc 
SI  >»  ?»i_r:te<.  >r  a...  lae  Decessarr  preparauons  of  reason. 

~Aa  T^.-v  i«  ass^rd  wit2i  leas  Uan  a  reasonable  God  to  decide  on  your  own  defects 


^'~  Y  .•!.  siiTf  =>fr::&.  w-.^h  whom  can  they  be  better  appreciated  than  by  the  most 


V  .a»  ii:-;.:sn.  caljs  f?r  rat:ccal  fa. A,  in  the  only  true  living  God.  This  religion  has 
mr  ira.-:*-  -staa  Trxstyx  and  trvth  elicit  for  mind,  neither  in  omission  nor  commission. 

>ie  vci-n  ;*  r^rry^s*"=i  Gv^d  caiTcr^aliy,  odehng  the  world  the  best  that  can  be 
iwn^r^  ».  v.^>E  saie.  ppv^vassiE^  no  other. 

A^  rcw::*  ar*  5«ev*^.ir.  t£.ie  u:  time  and  space. 

r^  vuc  AfOf.TY  Tvcr^'If.  K-.(ch  less  oizkers :  yon  will  not,  can  never  conquer  lifers  diffi- 
CL-fs.  !»--?  i2T  of.*^'r  baraer  than  that  of  God- 

V  dkca*:  ^sM  rrswts  u>  no  As^  wnh  her  numerous  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  and  her 
Mki.  ^rio^  %pc  r.T.^>t3«^     She  ab;rj*s  ihe  depraviues  of  perrerted  minds. 

r\*f  i*«a  .•-  -jn'a*  oi  all  rvK<  m:>i5  on  each  continent,  hare  religion  in  degree,  but 
6*-^-  i.^f^«  r^rr  ss  w?4  pju:  dirwuy  to  God  as  it  should  be  alone,  but  unfortunately  to 
v-.c  *  law-^^rt?^  xjc<  rfr«^«-=auTe*,'mho  can  claim  only  to  be  his  ministers  and  crea- 

F>,^«  »e  i^^-csix-al  ectirssast.  ranting  and  raring  in  impulse,  filled  with  animal 
>fts^*:i»  vc  rTc*.  raiAXol.  ocvv^it,  and  sp;hiual,  sanctificatiou  etherealiaed  too  pure  for 
•ar-.t^  i.'-nus^^:  s  ira!  t^x*  rraiuticr.t  to  admit  the  common  avenue  to  glory  by  death, 
wr:^  J..  ur:«  stsc-Ta.iA=&»  cc^K^  him.  he  may  pretend  to  think,  by  the  pure  light  of 

?^.*  7»i«-  rarvwal  rfV-'«  «****  *^  **^^  ^^  position,  and  giants  the  peUUoner  all 
y>.%-  ^^  ,j^^~  -i*  ?^r»CAl  tues  calis  for.  honors  all  genuine  drafts  in  full  measures,  to 
»f  £-rx;«s  VT  iic  sa:::srict:v«  of  recipienis  at  the  trying  hour  when  all  such  are 

A 1  -  a-BOJcs  r«  al  ;iat  tWy  are  fully  entitled  to.    They  get  all  besides,  that  they 

Wt  nrJor  t^  strljae  tn::=:L?4i  of  reason  and  philosophy,  to  gmde  their  honest  and 

V>fv  L-Y  r«yr  *vcrTr-^^>?c  u>  miad  to  counsel  them  in  all  thoughts,  to  counteract  all 
41 5v»*  ^.^  >v  -t*  >««  a.>s  xxK-st  iasp4raLx»os.  and  to  reject  all  else  as  the  teachings  of 
Otf  scc»r>s.  t?*  T«voearr  cc  t>r  moBomauac. 

5Li-.w.Ta.  :^-.r.-,'«  r-:::ii«  tie  suecgth  of  a  wise  cabinet  and  bosom  friends,  council- 

1<  V  ..>f  iaki^  VT^  *«  t^  ierr  vealots.  all  will  burn  the  brighter,  the  stronger 
tiktf'  >.wc:i:l^-«».  £2*  »c:v  tasca;  ihi-  tocoiains,  the  more  permanent  the  source. 

>,w  .-«  irtsvyuji  »  a«  caceistandjig  of  the  pure  analysis  of  God  s  attributes. 

TSf^  a.-^  ai^sene*  «e.T  «»  those  thai  make  them  so.  .         u       •  j 

Y%  ^-oa  » :>f  .>J^  s-^'^ii  ^^"  tae  honest  understanding,  that  comes  through  mind 
aJ  -v  wiBif.     h  i  aiJacs  prKtx-al  i^^raiKHi.  v  i         •  l 

r-^  wss«  w<  tiea  >fmfrt  the  perfection  of  those  attnbutcs,  knowing  as  thou 
ahc^Lvi^  ttu  vaw««se«*w  wkch  b  knowledge  of  aU  things,  belongs  only  to  an 
A  :k.^  tt.     !>».•«  »=s4  fc«w  that  Ainu^ty  asserts  all  practical  operaUons  or  capacity 

rk^ii  ^^h4^  ki».  V  t:^  «aa:;M9rwe  embcaces  these  tsro  attributes  with  a  perfect 
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unioD,  and  excludes  by  its  unity  all  other  combinations,  which  would  destroy  the  charac- 
ter and  principle.  All  trinities,  antagonistic  as  they  must  be  to  these,  are  false  and 
futOe. 

And  further,  thou  shouldst  know  that  Providence  crowns  the  perfection  of  the  whole 
at  fir^  over  all  the  future  special  acts  of  mind,  and  is  self-demonstrated  Almighty,  that 
bespeaks  all  perfection. 

If  thou  appreciate  all  these  simple  things,  impart  truly  the  blessings  of  thy  belief  to 
thy  fellow-man. 

Thou  then  wilt  not  impeach  thyself  nor  dishonor  God  under  false  pretences,  to  reach 
the  worldly  treasures  of  the  five  grand  divisions  of  the  globe,  with  their  appurtenant 
islands.  Thou  mayst  overrun  the  world  with  insidious  faith,  but  then  thou  hast  tliyself 
to  save,  a  work  that  needs  thy  constant  attention  for  time,  that  thou  may  not  be  lost  in 
the  world's  gain  for  much  of  eternity. 

The  Creator  is  most  highly  pleased  in  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  his  creatures,  their 
honesty  as  one  of  the  great  platforms  of  true  principles,  and  he  adopts  all  such  most 
readily  for  ever,  but  frustrated  and  brought  to  naught  are  all  those  destitute  of  princi- 
ples Uiat  vindicate  themselves  above  all  other  primary  foundations. 

The  general  providence  of  God,  the  vindication  of  these  principles,  aids  the  good 
will  and  faith  of  man,  aids  him  in  all  good  tendencies,  so  far  as  not  to  defeat  God's  own 
good  purposes  of  mind's  free  agency,  which  bespeaks  a  freeman's  responsibility. 

Man  bks  to  take  hold  of  things  in  the  right  way,  at  the  right  time,  and  with  the  right 
spirit. 

Unlike  all  peculiar  faith,  rational  faith  has  no  exception  whatever,  on  true  analysis 
of  the  whole  subject,  as  its  antagonism  is  the  pretence  of  false  faith  forever.  If  there 
be  exception,  there  is  nothing  real,  as  God  has  created,  and  all  his  are  certain. 

Whether  others  affect  spiritualization  and  grace  to  enthusiasm  and  sanctification,  or 
any  other  dogma  of  faith  resting  on  the  personal  feelings  and  bigoted  education  of  the 
iooividual,  doing  our  whole  duty  to  God,  the  great  soul  of  the  universe,  embraces  full 
&ith,  creed  and  man's  necessary  practice. 

God  exacts  no  worship,  but  the  pure  adoration  of  mind,  having  an  enlightened  con- 
science. 

When  man  does  his  duty,  his  whole  duty,  and  nothing  but  his  duty,  then  he  embraces 
the  mighty  subject  of  his  earthly  mission,  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth.  Created  by  God,  all  his  duty  is  absorbed  by  duty  to  the  Creator,  whose 
unity  takes  supreme  precedence  of  all  trinity. 

ftlonotheism  has  prevailed  universally  from  creation  of  mind.  All  other  faiths  are 
peculiar  to  a  season  and  place,  to  a  peculiar  incarnation  or  idolatry,  man,  animal  or 
image,  then  die  out  in  a^«eries  of  time,  all  being  antagonistic  to  monotheism,  as  they 
are  antagonistic  to  supreme  principles. 

MonoUieism  must  last  for  eternity,  as  it  rests  on  eternal  principles,  all  co-existent  and 
co-equal. 

Monotheism  rests  on  truth,  and  is  ever  consistent,  otherwise  the  solution  has  not  been 
rightly  appreciated  bv  mind,  and  its  correction  is  ever  readily  received  with  gratefulness. 

Faiths  not  depenaent  on  eternal  principles  are  peculiar,  and  had  their  origin  in  man's 
peculiar  notions  and  superstitions,  are  antagonistic  to  exposure,  and  uselessly  vindictive 
for  the  attempt  which  tiiey  repel. 

Monotheism  invites  enlightened  rational  discussion  on  her  principles  or  her  faith,  as 
she  is  the  true  friend  to  mmd  in  securing  all  the  benefits  universal. 

Faiths  not  dependent  on  right  and  justice  are  suspicious  of  any  intellectual  questions, 
involving  the  fundamental  principles,  and  pretend  most  falsely  that  it  is  dangerous  to 
investigate  too  deeply  the  primary  points  essential.  ' 

Monotheism  asks  for  calm  and  philosophical  investigation  to  satisfy  the  conscience  of 
rectitude  previously  to  adoption,  to  maintain  firmly  and  most  consistently  the  right  posi- 
tion under  the  most  intense  feelings  of  our  nature. 

Improper  faiths  ask  for  impulse,  and  retire  behind  assumed  mysteries,  non-existent 
miracles,  false  pretences  to  prophecies,  all  untenable  doctrines. 

Religion  is  not  only  spiritual,  but  rational ;  she  cannot  exist  otherwise. 

How  comes  religion  at  all  ?  By  the  creation  of  innate  faculties,  by  which  her  prin- 
ciples act  on  mind. 

If  reason  predominate,  the  result  is  rational  religion,  but  its  substitutes,  sophistry  and 
peculiar  faith,  mislead  to  superstition,  and  from  the  unity  of  God. 

The  spiritual  and  rational  are  all  emanations  and  inspirations. 

The  brute,  as  soon  as  man,  could  become  religious  on  other  conditions.  This  prin- 
ciple of  religion  properly  accords  with  the  physical  and  mental  organization. 

Take  religion  that  is  rational  from  the  world,  and  the  world  is  not  only  divested  of 
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her  lovelinesfi,  but  is  brutalized.  Her  banishment  presents  only  the  ragged  and  jaggf^ 
fragments  of  worthless  peculiar  faiths,  that  misrepresent  God. 

Superstition  repels  civilization ;  science  accompanies  to  the  best  of  philosophy,  that 
causes  mind  to  steer  best  to  its  highest  duties. 

Free  citizens  will  now  take  nothing  for  granted  that  is  not  rational,  and  that  pure 
analysis  cannot  solve,  yielding  nothing  to  blind,  selfish  infatuation.  * 

Rational  reUgion  does  not  martyrize  on  the  faith  of  blind  devotion  and  superstitious 
Juggernautism,  but  adheres  to  the  light  of  reason  and  the  impulse  of  sincerity,  its  essen- 
tiaf  creation,  bending  neither  to  fancy  nor  custom  irrational. 

Had  this  noble  spirit  prevailed  in  times  past,  had  but  her  voice  been  heard  by  the 
Crusaders,  a  savage  and  relentless  war  of  two  hundred  years,  and  much  blood  of  mil- 
lions slaughtered  as  victims  on  the  altars  of  peculiar  faith,  had  been  spared. 

But  now  too,  as  much  as  ever,  is  the  time  that  her  voice  should  be  heard,  and  the 
qualities  of  the  eminent  artist  available,  that  all  should  be  beloved  of  God  and  man. 

The  institution  of  the  right  principles  will  effect  this,  what  no  messiah  could  reach 
before,  for  all  such  scattered  the  fiery  elements  of  distrust  the  world  over. 

The  true  faith  can  be  selected  by  the  enlightened  Judge,  who  needs  not  appearances, 
but  wisely  referring  to  the  inherent  and  exquisite  qualities  that  endow  the  rightful  pos- 
sessor to  be  loved  of  God  and  man,  to  the  future  decision  of  time,  as  the  proper  test  for 
the  best  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  has  appealed  to  papal  dispensations  and  the  sword  of  military  chieftains, 
from  which  it  had  no  higher  tribunal. 

The  Mahomedan  won  Jerusalem  and  yet  retains  it,  his  country  still.  The  war  of 
conquest  was  sought  by  peculiar  faith. 

Once  custom  decided  the'justice  of  the  world  by  the  sword.  What  could  monotheists 
say  to  this,  but  in  rebuke  ? 

God  was  then,  as  now,  the  ruler  of  the  universe,  this  earth  included. 

The  sword  has  been  used  by  nearly  all  of  peculiar  faith,  yet  that  faith  has  not  been 
decided  by  the  martial  tribunal.  All  the  messiahs  that  make  the  peculiar  faith,  and  all 
its  false  positions,  are  perfectly  worthless,  as  they  are  obnoxious  to  the  world^s  peace 
and  welfare. 

Such  faith  has  appealed  to  swords,  and  not  to  reason. 

God  of  the  universe  deals  not  with  the  sword,,  as  base  priestocracy  have  misrepre- 
sented him,  but  with  reason.    With  reason  he  electrifies,  and  manages  tlie  universe. 

Mortals  are  truly  taught  by  rational  religion  not  to  put  themselves  between  Deity  and 
his  creation,  with  any  arrogance  or  imposition. 

Was  not  the  ordeal  of  savage  crusades  enough  to  teach  the  world  that  all  that  were 
of  earth  are  earthly,  that  all  that  were  bom,  lived,  and  died  were  mortals,  and  none  bat 
self-deluded  people  can  affect  more  ? 

But  when  had  bigotry  any  ears  ?  when  had  peculiar  faith  any  reason  ?  What  have 
they  ever  learned  ?  what  have  they  ever  forgot  1 

Those  of  any  age  that  go  beyond  the  doctrine  of  rational  religion  are  no  better  than 
savage  crusaders  on  man^s  sacred  rights. 

The  unholiest  fanaticism  and  the  worst  piracy  for  the  world^s  conquest  were  liid  un- 
der the  specious  garb  of  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  hand  of  the  Almighty  cannot  be  mistaken  by  reason.  Simplicity  and  beauty  are 
its  seal,  and  eternity  its  attribute. 

In  his  palm,  conscience  presides  with  a  moral  triumph. 

Without  illustrious  actions  before  him,  prayers  are  but  a  mockery. 

The  martial  prowess  of  the  church !  That  defines  her  position,  with  corruption  and 
iniquity  her  birth-rights. 

When  the  voice  of  rational  religion  is  heard  in  the  world,  -martial  prowess,  that  op- 
presses with  cruelty,  whose  vindictiveness  cannot  be  used  with  impunity,  and  calls  for 
avengmg,  will  be  excluded,  as  then  peace  will  define  her  position ;  therefore  the  world, 
will  come  to  a  definite  view  of  things. 

Rational  religion  seeks  fundamental  principles  already  in  existence  from  creation,  for 
tlie  elements  of  general  good,  eductive  of  harmony  in  the  wildest  moral  chaos. 

Our  only  true  system  of  rational  government  has  laid  the  foundation  for  fixture  expan- 
sive good  of  mankind-,  and  religion  that  is  rational  has  sealed  it. 

Why,  tlien,  is  the  world  shamefully  made  to  rest  on  individual  and  peculiar  authority 
of  men  and  books,  when  the  dignity  and  universality  of  principles  in  religion  and  govern- 
ment tower  above  all  these  1 

All  faiths  except  rational  religion  must  be  self-convicted  in  many  respects,  before  the 
tribunal  of  philosophy,  that  all  false  and  peculiar  faiths  most  terribly  hate  and  fear,  for 
reason  of  exposure. 
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If  rational  reli^on  be  not  correct,  those  who  introduce  her  exposition  must  learn 

She  ia  ever  right,  because  God  is  right. 

If  a  sincere  aspirant  seek  her  best  institutions,  he  goes  far  to  cause  a  speedy  termi- 
nation  of  all  that  is  spurious  and  hostile  to  human  good. 

Philosophy  must  decide  what  is  rational  religion,  by  her  comprehensive  investigations 
aad  universal  acts. 

Then  rational  religion  has  it  forever.  ^ 

fier  deeds  expand  as  her  faith,  both  universal,  and  universally  securing  the  affections 
of  the  world,  exempt  from  conflicts  and  sectarian  views,  that  when  presented  are  dis- 
carded as  not  of  her  faith. 

The  very  moment  rational  religion  approaches,  all  the  godly  virtues  attend  her,  pos- 
sessed in  perfection,  otherwise  she  is  not  predominant. 
It  is  a  counterfeit,  sectarian  or  bigot,  that  assumes  it. 

She  considers  the  demoralisation  of  the  world,  and  gives  light  of  mind,  at  home  and 
abroad,  to  correct  it. 

She  seeks  to  be  judged  by  the  true  issue,  and  if  general  peace  be  not  of  her  banner, 
then  she  is  libeled. 

She  introduces  true  analysis  into  all  subjects,  seen  as  far  as  the  minds  of  her  friends 
can  go,  and  she  seeks  true  analogy  of  things,  unseen  by  the  light  of  reason,  that  is  the 
best  light  of  mind. 

She  is  not  peevish,  much  less  vindictive  in  the  rational  discussion  of  all  rational  sub- 
jects for  mind  to  investigate. 

With  her  there  prevails  no  such  idea  that  sin  can  reach  the  holy  centre,  for  the 
er^tion  of  the  devil  involves  contradictions  to  all  her  creeds,  that  are  used  up  If  mind 
and  reason,  the  only  means  to  reach  them,  be  properly  exercised. 

Rational  religion  rests  on  the  highest  morals  and  intellect,  that  takes  cognizance  of 
all  the  best  appreciation  of  duty,  and  the  most  suitable  action. 

The  duty  must  be  inquired  into  as  it  is  fixed  by  God^s  attributes,  and  the  circum- 
atances  of  the  universe  decide  its  character. 

Due  inquiry  and  investigation,  must  be  made  at  all  times,  as  otherwise  mankind  can- 
not decide  between  superstition  and  religion.  Tliat  is  provable  daily,  even  in  the 
deaths  of  all  creeds  and  peculiar  faiths. 

We  see  clearly  that  there  can  be  no  conflict  of  opinion,  while  faith  is  fortified  by 
reason,  and  cultivated  intellectual  liberty  in  the  belief  of  God^s  8upi«me  elevation 
above  all  these  contingences  of  imbecility. 

We  see  clearly  that  the  people  need  a  uniform  system  of  social  and  religious  faith, 
reaHn^  on  nothing  supernatural  as  against  truth. 

Religion  is  most  rational,  and  seizes  on  the  rational  part  of  mind  and  frees  it  for 
Deity. 

The  policy  of  nature  and  of  human  character,  rests  on  a  guarantee  for  correct  codes, 
to  be  best  filled  up  by  wise  and  discreet  philosophy. 

That  guarantee,  the  best  of  all,  liberty  for  free  man,  is  to  have  a  free  and  intelligent 
mind. 

All  that  observe  must  realize,  that  religious  essence  imparts  a  faith  to  every  human 
being',  as  relatively  enlightened  and  elevated  in  the  scale  of  philosophical  principles. 
All  have  to  realize  this  subject  in  a  proper  spirit. 

AU  iDust  respect  enlightened  views  about  religion,  while  they  deplore  erroneous  lights, 
and  mast  acknowledge  that  the  present  views  may  answer  for  past  ages,  but  will  not, 
do  not,  and  cannot,  for  the  ^people  of  liberty,  possessed  of  minds  free  for  liberty. 

The  people's  every  feeling  will  be  duly  aroused  the  v%ry  moment  rational  religion  is 
eastained,  and  will  expel  monopolists  and  pretenders. 

Reason  claims  rational  religion,  founded  as  disclosed  on  analysis  of  mind  on  its  innate 
capacity,  without  which  God  is  unknown  by  mind ;  but  by  peculiar  tradition,  peculiar 
laitha  are  promulgated  as  of  Christ,  the  messiahships,  &c. 

The  first  ia  natural,  certain,  uniform  and  truthful ;  the  second  is  mechanical,  fortuitous 
and  factitious,  and  depends  on  sophistry  always. 

The  pore  attributes  of  God,  creator  of  all,  insure  his  power  exclusively,  and  the  obe- 
dience of  all,  however  perverted  the  mind  in  recognising  it,  must  be  m  abeyance  to 
that  power  or  none. 

Peculiar  faith  claims  that  obedience  and  its  prophecy  pretends  to  proclaim  it,  but 
feason  shows  that  a  large  majority  of  the  world  has  ever  disproved  it. 
So  much  for  prophecy  of  any  bible. 

Rational  religion  ia  needed  in  every  mind,  and  God's  omniscience,  omnipotence  and 
,  had  provided  for  all  this  at  mind's  creatioui  a  matter  not  perceived  by  the 
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stupid  pretenders  ofpriestocracYf  whilst  no  other  can  occupy  the  same  mind  at  the 
time,  without  trespassing  on  religion,  which  act  is  an  abominable  injury  in  the  sight  of 
God  and  man. 

How  little  intrinsic  worth  in  the  world  can  we  hold  to  as  substantial,  among  all  its 
evanescent  things,  when  we  are  deprived  of  rational  religion. 

She  is  ever  true  to  mind,  when  it  is  true  to  itself. 

All  enlightened  at  the  fountains  of  wisdom,  cannot  be  put  back  in  their  duty  by  the 
affected  or  pretended  mysteries  of  priestocracy,  as  they  will  discard  plausible  but  erro- 
neous theories. 

Did  rational  religion  rely  on  anything  else  but  the  purest  wisdom,  she  would  fly  from 
the  proper  discussion  of  truth,  and  her  own  existence. 

It  is  she  that  asks,  is  truth  ever  injured  by  intelligent  and  rational  diseussion  ? 

Mind,  as  a  creature  of  education,  has  to  refer  to  this  tribunal  as  a  necessary  con- 
stituent of  that  education  for  freemen. 

Rational  religion  implies  mind,  in  its  best  sense,  reason  all  the  time  of  lifers  con- 
sciousness, and  thereby,  effectually  shuts  out  all  priestocracy^s  peculiar  futh. 

Our  mental  position  implies  but  certain  duty,  merely  the  purest  intention  of  doing  and 
acting  right. 

Monotheism  looks  to  God,  to  whom  the  universe  looks.  She  has  but  one  great  God, 
all  powerful,  almighty. 

Rational  religion  sits  calm  for  rational  discussion,  that  she  always  invites,  wishing  to 
profit  herself  by  rejection  of  errors,  and  give  important  substantial  facts  to  the  world. 
This  is  the  action  of  her  enlightened  advocates. 

It  is  her  spirit  that  inquires,  where  does  the  t3rranny  of  absolutism  ever  stop? 

It  is  she  that  considers  the  deplorable  state  of  the  world  as  tributary  for  too  much 
time,  to  some  form  or  other  of  superstition,  and  invokes  the  notice  of  that  world  to  this 
sad  state. 

She  gives  the  only  consolation  in  God  alone. 

She  ever  requires  honesty  and  truth  in  her  essence,  else  it  all  goes  for  nothing,  how- 
ever the  professors  of  any  peculiar  faith  may  mouth  a^essiah. 

It  is  she  that  recognises  multitudes  of  other  peculiar  faiths,  elevated  to  a  high-toned 
character,  despite  of  all  those  faiths,  living  according  to  an  eclectic  action,  showing 
mind  in  its  beauty  and  strength,  however  their  bibles  of  tradition  may  invalidate  those 
very  principles.     By  her  light,  they  may  be  the  lights  of  the  world. 

She  recognises  the  prosperity  of  free  institutions,  resulting  from  mind  and  its  purity. 

She  deplores  the  miserable  state  of  all  peculiar  faith,  as  that  of  the  worst  errors  of 
the  world.  When  we  speak  of  the  Mormon  faith,  that  is  due  to  peculiar  faith,  that 
begot  Mahomctanism,  and  had  for  its  ancestors,  the  dogmas  that  gave  rise  to  ihe  vedas 
of  Asia,  we  only  embrace  the  beginning  of  what  encircles  much  of  the  world. 

So  much  for  peculiar  faith,  the  child  of  superstition. 

Rational  religion  teaches  man  all  this,  and  the  correction. 

She  informs  us  that  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and  enigmas,  prove  that  mat, 
not  God,  had  anything  to  do  with  their  bibles.  All  those  snares  are  too  small  for  the 
God  of  the  universe :  they  are  only  the  means  for  the  gods  of  peculiar  faith. 

One  of  her  main  objects  of  inquiry  is,  whether  the  mind  is  not  the  only  priest  and 
preacher  of  religion,  by  the  divine  rights  of  the  people  ? 

If  80,  as  really  is  the  case,  priests  and  preachers  are  impostors  and  charlatans. 

Rational  religion  requires  for  herself  the  same  tribunal  of  justice,  that  she  allows 
others,  and  demands  correction,  not  skulks  from  it,  un  principles  established  on  their 
enlightened  and  liberal  position. 

She  recognises  a  pure  conscience,  and  upright  conduct,  emanating  from  proper  prin- 
ciples. 

It  is  necessary  that  they  have  a  proper  foundation  for  light,  in  a  liberal  and  just 
education. 

Rational  religion  looks  to  no  mortal,  has  no  creed  that  mind  does  not  recognise,  and 
reason  approve,  and  adheres  to  notliing  but  rightful  duty  and  substantial  principles,  that 
bless  mind  and  honor  God  alone. 

She  takes  precautions  against  the  evils  that  affect  morals,  intellect,  and  government. 

She  is  modestly  silent,  when  peculiar  faith  gives  her  antagonistical  constructions  to 
most  of  Deity's  dispensations,  oftener  libeling  them,  explaining  or  solving  his  mighty 
deeds  of  ^ood. 

She  holds  herself  in  abeyance  to  correction  of  all  errors  of  faith,  and  can  never  take 
umbrage  thereat,  as  her  good,  not  her  speculation  is  to  be  attained,  therefore,  she  re- 
joices.    What  is  apparent  adversity,  she  wishes  to  consider  universal  .benefit. 

Under  her  auspices  all  minds  shotdd  so  act,  as  to  cause  all  adversity  to  redound  to  le- 
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ktiTe  pro^)erity  if  practicable.  With  her  the  admonition  is  not  to  be  disregarded  that 
time  gires,  and  she  truly  conceives  that  more  is  oftener  saved  by  prompt  rendition  of 
Justice,  than  by  any  equivocal  action  that  finally  involves  all  in  ruin. 

The  best  of  civilization  is  the  best  of  rational  religion,  that  constitutes  the  best  adop- 
tion and  execution  of  the  noblest  code  of  duties  of  mind  to  God,  and  this  is  best  done  on 
best  aaaiysis  and  by  consistent  action  of  mind.  Religion  is  of  paramount  importance 
but  tfaeo  It  must  never  degenerate  into  peculiar  faith,  that  spots,  taints,  and  corrupts  it  be- 
fore the  whole  universe. 

Mind  is  for  science,  science  for  morals,  morals  for  religion, — ^the  highest  act  and 
thought  of  mind  that  is  thereby  effectually  introduced  to  its  God. 

ReJigion  we  see  must  rest  on  universal  principles  that  constantly  apply  to  their  origi- 
nator, who  sees  all  the  universe. 

2klan  is  already  bound  from  creation  to  God  alone,  by  that  supreme  birthright,  religion, 
and  when  he  moves  out  of  that  sphere  of  his  only  safety,  he  takes  a  false  position  by 
false  fiuch,  in  a  counterfeit  that  comes  of  peculiar  faith. 

AU  God*8  principles  vindicate  him,  in  vindicating  themselves  and  religion,  sooner  or 
later. 

All  men  most  know  this,  to  be  sure  of  the  only  means,  ever  given  the  universe,  liuch 
less  one  of  its  spheres.  Now  the  conclusion  is  inevitable,  that  what  is  done  by  conser- 
vation for  this  world,  must  be  done  for  the  universe.  As  God*s  principles  are  universal 
for  eonaervation,  this  world  cannot  be  excepted  ;  consequently  the  doctrine  of  Messiah- 
ship,  as  most  worthless  and  noxious,  falls  to  the  ground. 

Religion  must  be  rational,  and  displayed  by  mind  that  should  exhibit  its  best  activity, 
not  in  sounding  pretensions,  but  in  ennobling  actions. 

The  world  may  add  all  enthusiasm,  and  all  the  exciting  feelings  of  spiritualism,  that 
are  inherent  and  to  the  purpose.  But  what  can  all  avail  if  any  of  the  passions  transcend 
reason  ?     Use  all  that  is  legitimate,  to  the  highest  intensity  of  feeling  if  necessary. 

Religion  most  be  rational  however  spiritualized  to  the  deepest  enthusiasm,  and  purified 
in  all  attainable  sanctity  ;  and  such  cannot  mislead  us  by  bigotry  or  any  improper  weak- 
ness, as  the  governing  power  of  mind  will  prevent  in  the  audition  of  philosophical 
reason. 

The  influence  of  monotheism  or  rational  religion,  pervades  more  of  human  character 
than  those  of  peculiar  faith  will  admit.  But  is  peculiar  faith  ever  just  ?  What  has  made 
men  honest,  virtuous,  patriotic  ?  Innate  principles  have  done  these,  especially  when 
aided  by  domestic  education,  that  elicits  the  best  conservative  principles  the  better  the 
higher  they  are  carried. 

Peculiar  faith  is  any  thing  else  than  right,  if  it  acts  knowingly.  Idle  opinions  may 
be  entertained  about  one^s  conscientious  views,  as  if  a  loose  and  idle  speculation  with- 
not  base  or  capital ;  but  none  of  these  are  available,  as  all  must  depend  on  certain  prin- 
ciples. 

A  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  world,  will  show  us  the  proof.     The  whole  life  is 
pre-eminently  in  this  momentous  question,  for  we  only  know  life  after  its  passage  at  the 
dying  hour. 
'  Rational  religion  gives  the  firmest  faith  to  live  and  die  by.     There  are  no  blind  foot- 
steps that  mislead  us.     She  is  independent  of  the  least  improper  motives. 

AU  that  we  can  rely  on  is  on  God  and  his  attributes,  to  whom  mine's  whole  duty 
thrDoghoat  life  most  be  directed  by  its  own  best  functions. 

She  calls  for  no  excitement  of  animal  passions,  .no  sway  of  terror  or  fear,  no  vin- 
dictiTeness. 

The  principles  of  salvation  are  universal  and  uniform  from  creation  down,  and  incite 
the  paramount  duty  to*man  and  God.  To  have  them  variant  in  time  or  space,  demon- 
strates lalse  positions  of  imperfect  perverted  minds  only. 

But  the  faith  of  monotheism  avows  itself  responsible,  at  the  same  tribunal  of  reason 
that  condemns  all  others. 

She  teaches  to  like  all  in  one  brotherhood  and  God,  and  acts  most  consistently  with 
eifcumstances  and  her  ability. 

She  contenms  all  impostors,  and  countenances  no  blasphemers. 
She  bids  the  world  ask  all,  if  they  be  rational  beings,  what  kind  of  religion  must  a  ra- 
tional God  have  instituted,  for  man  did  not  institute  it? 

Man  is  rational,  or  expected  so  to  be  in  all  other  things,  must  inevitably  be  so  in  religion. 
All  wise  rational  men  should  educate  mind  against  peculiar  faith,  especially  all 
that  conflicts  with  resson,  or  in  direct  antagonism  with  rational  religion. 

Who  could  oppose  monotheism  ?  as  well  expect  opposition  to  God,  who  instituted  its 
pure  pri5ciples. 

She  iostittttes  no  absurd  views  to  kill  with  the  fear  of  superstition  in  her  fictions  of 
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hell,  or  to  defer  daty  with  superficial  expectationB  of  a  promiscuoas  assembly  of  oniTer' 
aal  mixtares. 

She  commands  actions  as  merit,  and  requires  merit  before  rewards,  soliciting  social 
duties  for  man,  who  mast  pay  the  adoration  of  religion  to  God,  but  abjures  all  man,  liero, 
and  idol-worship. 

She  considers  infidelity  the  state  of  opposition  to  the  Almighty  in  favor  of  atheism  or 
polytheism,  both  of  wliich  she  negatives,  in  whatever  form  of  numbers  the  last  insidi- 
ously appears.  With  her  supreme  excellency  of  character,  all  other  faiths  are  undeni- 
ably pagan. 

bhe  considers  the  plurality  of  gods  as  abhorrent  to  fidelity  to  the  Supreme,  and  a 
violation  of  good  faith  to  reason. 

She  considers  atheism  a  desecration  no  less  absurd,  and  only  another  apology  for  the 
idolatry  of  nature-worship. 

In  her  reports  about  peculiar  faith  no  matter  where  located,  she  accords  all  delicAcy 
respecting  feelings  of  unintentional  wrong,  and  would  take  the  will  of  intentional  good 
for  the  omission  of  the  deed  :  but  she  considers  the  paramount  nature  of  the  case  de- 
mands official  statements  to  approach  the  facts  of  truth. 

'the  true  representative  of  God,  monotheism,  is  not  appreciated  because  God  i»  not. 

When  peculiar  faith  boasts  of  missions,  rational  religion  can  well  ask  what  do  mis- 
sions avail,  before  science  and  mind  understand  each  other  1 

Why  not  address  now  the  world  in  its  tongues  as  claimed  before,  and  promised  in  ihe 
last  chapter  of  Mark,  when  the  same  or  greater  necessity  exists  among  its  many  hun- 
dreds of  miUions  ?  Why  delay  now^  in  China,  with  its  three  hundred  millions,  to  make 
efficient  progress  before  many  millions  die  ere  its  very  language  can  be  mastered  to  ad- 
dress the  balance  ?  Why  not  perform  the  necessary  miracles  to  make  the  paramount 
impression  among  its  many  people  courting  the  most  auspicious  faith  all  over  the  world  1 
Shall  we  not  conclude  that  the  master  and  his  followers  have  assumed  the  falsest  pre- 
tences, about  unknown  tongues  and  mind-aflfected  miracles.  Then  this  position  con- 
demns before  rational  religion,  all  the  fabrications  of  Christianity  as  the  veriest  mockery 
of  honesty  and  truth.  What  an  abomination  when  we  hear  men  speak,  do  we  not  con- 
sider what  they  say  ? 

Does  the  subject  make  any  diflference  as  to  this  requisition  ?  Do  preachers  speak  to 
savages  and  those  of  different  language,  without  acting  on  the  science  of  language  ?  ll' 
the  speaker  be  not  understood,  he  induces  no  faith.  We  all  appreciate  understanding, 
through  the  mind.  How  then  can  any  kind  of  faith  induce  any  exception.  The  advo- 
cate of  the  contrary,  is  unfaithful  and  dishonest. 

What  was  faith  of  the  dark  and  bloody  ages  of  antiquity,  but  consistent  with  their  sci- 
ence that  had  but  little  elevation  ? 

When  science  expands  to  rational  philosophy,  civilization  adorns  rational  religion. 

The  true  missions  are  those  of  cultured  mind  in  all  legitimate  functions,  coramercc, 
trade,  and  as  much  science  as  philosophy  can  inculcate.  Religion  will  follow  as  a  le- 
gitimate conseqaence. 

God  has  planted  the  principles,  and  man  must  cultivate  mind  to  recognise  them  by 
reason. 

All  rational  minds  need  freedom  and  light  of  conscience  to  exclude  the  tjnranny  of  pe- 
culiar faith. 

All  minds  should  have  pure,  holy,  vital  religion,  and  should  be  duly  protected  in 
such  religious  freedom  ;  but  let  all  be  between  them  and  their  God  without  speculation. 

Wise  statesmen  should  take  away  all  cause  and  pretence  for  temptation  by  private  or 
public  advantage.  Of  course,  then,  there  can  be  no  state-faith — ^which  is  state-des- 
potism. 

Pure  religion  is  to  protect  mankind  against  encroachment  of  bad  passions,  acting  in 
themselves  or  from  others.  In  the  existence  of  rational  religion,  when  the  varieil 
storms  of  life  assail  the  mind,  its  principles  adapted  for  their  propulsion,  insure  the  tri- 
umphant victory.  She  can  well  say  to  the  obsolete  systems,  let  go  old  errors,  and  to 
itheir  followers,  do  not  let  them  ruin  you.  She  makes  due  allowance  for  blindness  oi' 
mind  of  the  ancients,  who  were  onl^  partially  impressed  with  the  sacred  obligations  and 
the  duties  enjoined  respecting  religion,  involved  in  essential  errors  ftDm  want  of  sci- 
ence as  they  were,  and  were  misled  by  governmental  demagogues.  She  now  declares 
the  light  of  the  present  day,  blessed  by  the  effulgence  of  philosophical  science. 

We  all  need  her  pure  principles  to  save  the  world  in  its  various  errors,  to  circulate 
for  the  world^s  currency  potent  and  self-evident  indexes  of  enlightened  philos<^hy.  to 
enuficate  peculiar  faiths  and  all  their  substitutes  of  vicegerentships  that  aroase  worse 
vices  than  they  can  extinguish. 

This  is  proved  even  to  nearly  this  present  moment  by  the  hostile  imperial  azniies  af- 
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feetiof  conserr&tism  of  tqind,  to  put  down  the  liberties  of  initiative  republics  of  tlis 
world,  aod  to  reinstate  its  corrupt  priestocracies  and  political  despotisms. 

Why  do  not  rational  religionists  say,  religion  of  the  hearty  and  not  of  the  mind  ? 
Be«ui88  faith  of  the  heart  is  one  of  mechanical  impulse,  if  any  thing,  peculiar  enthtt* 
naiAi,  peculiar  faith  and  doctrines ;  but  that  of  mind,  the  only  religion,  carries  reason 
and  reason's  God  along  with  it. 

The  government  and  religion  that  give  the  greatest  amount  of  guod  to  the  greatest 
oomber,  are  most  rational*  ^ 

The  character  of  rational  religion  has  an  aristocraoy  over  all  other  aristocracies  of 
&ith,  when  viewed  by  enlightened  intellect. 

She  invokes  the  firmness  expedient  in  all  gpod  things,  In  order  to  attain  and  main* 
tain  the  fixed  application  of  the  greatest  good. 

Her  position  constitutes  the  onhr  universal  brotherhood  now  that  all  nations  can  re* 
cognise  always  in  time  and  with  affection  of  mind  i  that  universally  saves  in  time  and  spacet 

Her  principles  begin  at  the  sonroe,  and  endure  with  an  endless  creation. 

Sectarians  of  all  creeds  and  systems  can  lose  their  errors  and  names  when  they  rally 
ander  her  best  light,  where  dwell  peace  and  liberty.  She  knows  no  sectarianism  in  her 
•fmtlesB  parity. 

Nothing  short  of  this  position  will  satisfy  an  immortal  mind,  aspiring  to  God,  partici- 
pating in  freedom  here,  and  expecting  fruition  for  manly  and  honest  action  hereafter. 

Mas  has  to  avail  himself  of  all  wisdom  to  appreciate  what  is  due  the  Qod  of  puri^, 
before  whose  presence,  which  is  The  Holy  Centre,  all  sin  must  fly  the  farthest. 

When  impulse,  not  mind,  is  foremost,  especially  with  mothers,  whose  causality  is 
mull  and  mentality  not  deep,  but  whose  maternal  feelings  are  strong  in  the  presence  of 
children  whom  they  have  already  committed  by  peculiar  catechisms  and  Sunday  schools, 
this  noblest  gifl  to  mind,  arousinff  no  ardent  and  noisy  enthusiasm  when  she  is  entitled 
to  silent  courtevy,  commends  feelings  that  are  deceptive,  to  be  held  in  abeyance  to 
reason,  that  is  ever  nearest  right. 

Thoogh  she  estimates  God's  light  as  worthy  of  equal  respect,  bat  as  the  present  sab* 
bath  aoits  our  faactions,  the  laws  of  nature  and  creation  to  promote  mental  and  bodily 
eiasdcity,  to  protect  from  sensuality,  to  promote  contemplation,  observation,  and  com* 
BHine  with  proper  spirit,  devoting  one  d^  in  seven  particularly  to  the  consecration  of 
<hTine  thoughts  on  the  Creator,  to  advance  the  cause  of  humanity  and  country,  of  civi- 
lisation, popular  associations,  it  is  essential  that  wise  laws  should  consecrate  it  to  all 
inch  blMings  without  violation,  except  to  indispensable  business. 

We  are  willing  that  this  may  be  one  of  the  great  tests  of^cial  freedom  and  religioua 
refinement. 

Oar  night  is  a  proper  sabbath  for  the  twenty-four  hours  for  rest,  one-fourth  of  that 
time  consecrated  by  nature  to  the  most  delightful  refreshment  of  sleep.  The  sabbath, 
u  a  day  of  rest  for  bond  and  free,  man  and  beast,  consecrated  to  the  holiest  purposes  of 
bamanity  and  the  greatest  blessings  of  mind,  to  secure  the  happiest  results  of  civiliza* 
tion,  ini  the  greatest  exemptions  from  barbarism  that  curses  mind  with  its  deadliest 
bbst,  should  be  rendered  holy  by  wise  legislation  on  the  wisest  principles. 

Some  people  in  the  civilized  part  of  the  world,  that  ought  to  know  and  do  better, 
work  eyery  day  in  the  week,  and  do  not  regard  the  sabbath  for  any  principles.  There 
are  no  reasons  that  the  superstitious  require,  but  the  soundest  philosophy,  that  upholds 
the  most  strin^nt  legislation  under  the  wisest  dictation  of  humanity. 

God  created  all  days  alike,  provable  by  works  of  creation,  that  moves  on  to  all 
eternity. 

The  seven  or  more  different  sabbaths,  and  referring  to  the  same  thing  essentially, 
declare  that  had  God  decreed  an  especisd  sabbath,  the  proof  would  be  irrefutable  by 
puore^s  works,  tliat  cannot  be  wisely  suspended.  All  this  nonsense  about  God's  day 
i*  the  fraud  of  the  priestocracy. 

There  is  no  arrest  of  the  revolution  of  this  globe  for  that  time,  but  aU  time  is  alike 
to  God. 

Philosophy,  reason,  and  humanity  bespeak  rest  of  mind  and  body  in  regular  business. 
AU  such  may  be  properly  suspended  for  recreation. 

That  may  be  a  day  for  the  whole  world  to  observe  at  the  same  time,  as  far  as  prac* 
tioble,  bat  the  main  functions  of  time  must  go  on  without  any  sabbath. 

It  is  remarkable  that  from  the  revolution  of  the  globe  in  twenty  four  hours,  that  the 
«ne  aabbath  would  differ  much  of  that  time  in  the  sphere. 

But  monotheism  bespeaks  no  sabbath,  and  great  particular  days  for  good  deeds,  90 
ike  exacUi  the  best  actions  all  the  time. 

Civiliiation  and  religion  will  not  permit  less  than  monotheism. 

TWe  $m  seven  Sunday  sabbaths  in  seven  days  by  as  many  peonliar  faiths,  five  of 
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which  at  least,  if  not  six,  cannot  be  right  or  necessary  on  tly  principles  of  philosophy. 
Which  did  God  make  or  mark  ?  Only  on  philosophical  and  political  or  civic  principles 
can  such  be  established,  for  the  rest  of  muscular  created,  not  creative,  power.  With 
God  such  is  absurd,  as  neither  does  the  Creator  nor  his  conservative  principles  rest 

Of  coarse  all  bibles  of  such  tradition  bear  prima  facie  evidence,  the  highest  proof  of 
their  own  falsity. 

Now  of  all  the  errors  of  the  world,  the  statement  of  the  head  of  the  family,  geoeraOy 
held  sacred,  (if  sacred  by  science,  but  not  otherwise,  through  truth,)  is  longest  main- 
tained in  the  family  archives.  Superstition  and  ignorance  uphold  them.  Men  seek  to 
be  led,  but  in  the  name  of  God  let  them  be  led  right,  as  the  evil  deeds  of  ignorance  and 
vice  prevent  good  actions. 

We  need  the  eternal,  permanent,  and  immutable  institution  of  principles,  that  will 
prevent  any  injury  to  the  world,  from  the  turbulent  pretences  of  those  incapable  of 
abiding  their  imperative  duty  without  penalties. 

The  voluntary  choice  and  adoption  of  principles  confer  dignity,  while  compulsion 
presents  ignominy. 

The  sabbath  can  be  instituted  for  rest  by  mind,  for  the  best  blessings  of  mind  and  its 
physical  circumstances,  that  must  elicit  its  own  best  condition  on  this  earth,  as  the  highest 
tribute  to,  and  the  best  evidence  of  free  agency,  the  gift  and  endowment  of  the  Creator, 
who  should  receive  the  adoration  of  the  soul,  tried  in  the  theatre  of  adversity.  We 
should,  at  least,  devote  every  sabbath,  one  seventh  of  our  time,  to  the  proper  contem- 
plation of  the  God  of  nature,  and  the  refined  duties  of  social  and  religious  discussions. 
Let  us  try  to  have  the  world  avoid  its,  as  all  days',  desecration,  to  the  unholy  purposes 
of  peculiar  faith  in  any  respect  whatever. 

Some  do  a  very  small  business  when  tliey  complain  of  sabbath  breaking,  but  not  con- 
science breaking,  in  the  usurpation  of  a  messiah  over  God. 

A  day  of  rest  is  natural,  desirable,  a  part  of  civilization.  But  it  must  be  confessed, 
that  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  singular  exhibitions  of  superstition  is  the  observance 
of  sabbaths  for  the  reasons  assigned.  Was  this  too  one  of  the  filchings  of  priestocracj 
from  religious  philosophy.  Give  all  operatives  rather  two  sabbaths  than  none,  as  that 
position  will  enhance  and  prolong  their  religious,  physical,  and  moral  worth  and  charac- 
ter, and  sustain  humanity.  We  are  to  duly  estimate  the  best  effects  of  mind's  vrisdom 
on  human  nature,  and  act  to  the  best  under  all  circumstances.  We  must  give  legiti- 
mate issues  to  all  that  is  expedient. 

What  sabbath  can  God  have  compatibly  with  the  analogy  of  man  ?  Time  does  not 
qualify  Deity,  who  ruleth  efbmity  by  his  presiding  supremacy. 

'*  And  Gold  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it.'* 

Christians,  do  you  sanctify  that  day  1  Do  you  believe  the  Jew  bible?  Is  Christ's 
day  preferable  to  God's  ?  Do  any  of  you  adhere  to  the  original,  except  the  seventh  day 
Baptists  ?  Do  you  not,  by  rejecting  the  santified  day,  reject  the  bible,  on  which  you 
assume  your  testament  is  founded  ?  Did  not  the  bible  writers  find  the  sabbath  day 
established  before  them,  by  the  natural  divisions  of  the  moon's  quarters  ?  The  division 
of  time  into  weeks  of  seven  days  dates  as  far  back  as  Hesiod.  If  the  Jew  sabbath  was 
established  as  holy  and  sacred,  how  could  christians  violate  it  at  all  1  The  violation  of 
the  Jew  sabbath  was  punished  with  death  by  their  laws.  The  christians  have  changed 
Judaism  with  as  much  reason  as  they  changed  the  sabbath.  It  is  clearly  all  pretension 
and  sectarianism. 

Monotheism  speaks  for  herself,  doubtlessly  when  she  rightly  would  go  legislating  to 
maintain  the  great  principles  of  humanity,  if  it  were  not  interference  with  citizens'  or 
the  worldV  rights.  If  practicable  with  the  worid's  rights,  adequate  protection  ought  to 
be  extended  to  all  needing  it,  beasts  as  man.  But  no  greater  wrong  should  be  perpe- 
trated by  legislation  under  the  guise  of  aiding  peculiar  faith  notions.  The  great  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  God-instituted,  when  once  rightly  appreciated,  will  be  so  conducive  to 
the  world's  l^nefit  as  it  will  be  to  its  entire  civilization,  that  spontaneous  adoption  will 
follow  necessarily.  There  will  be  no  need  of  the  Levites'  sword,  nor  papal  inquisitions^ 
nor  despotic  excommunications.  None  but  rational  religion  will  ever  institute  society 
aright.     All  else  is  false  pretences. 

ft  devolves  on  the  whole  world  to  carry  out  these  doctrines  as  speedily  as  practicable, 
as  soon  as  justice  will  permit.  Proper  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  sabbath  should  be 
paid,  to  do  justice  to  man's  nature,  under  the  most  elevated  view  of  religion.  Enough 
action  can  be  legitimately  taken  to  make  any  people  happy  and  flourishing.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  world  can  rejoice  on  that  day. 

The  social  ability  of  man  is  to  be  promoted  by  all  legitimate,  to  make  him  a  useful, 
honorable,  and  cheerful  member  of  legitimate  benefits. 

To  put  social  happiness  beyond  a  contingency,  humanity,  a  noble  humanity  to  all 
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ereatioo,  requires  the  best  enjoyment,  every  sabbath,  to  man  and  beast,  if  practicable. 
The  safest  error  will  be  to  give  more  holidays  than  proper  civil  institutions  call  for. 
All  aninuLl  fibre  must  be  duly  relaxed,  and  at  no  time  over>exercised  in  common  labor. 
Tlie  master  is  responsible  for  all  undue  invasion  of  natural  laws.      The  over-use  of 

iron  by  fnction  is  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  rust  or  oxydation  by  inaction,  and  teaches 
mind  &  lesson. 

Will  the  peculiar  faith  man  spend  every  sabbath  day  of  his  life  to  teach  the  false  pre- 
tences of  his  faith,  aye,  even  to  his  own  children,  fellow  citizens  ?  How  degradmg! 
Is  it  possible  that  parents  will  teach  through  the  bible,  the  witch  story  of  Saul  ?  What 
low  speculation  !  Is  it  possible  that  a  cultivated  mind  can  be  found  in  the  Union  to  be* 
bere  all  such  miserable  stuff?  It  is  disgraceful.  But  the  world  will  not  use  its  right 
miod,  but  entrusts  all  to  the  priestocracVf  who  are  interested  in  the  most  ignoble  false 
pretences.  Have  you  wisely  employee!  time  and  talents,  your  mind  justly  to  proper 
adoration  of  the  proper  object?  otherwise  you  have  blasphemed  by  idol  worship.  Your 
own  peculiar  bibles,  corrupt  as  they  are,  condemn  you.  Desecrate  no  time  to  peculiar 
&ith  institutions. 

As  leng  as  the  God  of  monotheists  exists,  which  will  be  forever,  the  universe  will 
«ibsist  on  the  conservative  principles  wherewith  it  was  created,  but  the  peculiar  Jewish 
God  could  not  create  his  heavens  to  last,  if  we  believe  the  lying  priesfcocracv,  who  af- 
fected to  be  very  familiar  with  hira.  They  knew  as  much  of  that  as  the  colors  of  tlie 
son  and  moon,  afiected  by  the  atmosphere,  falsely  attributing  them  to  those  bodies. 

Mind  then  could  never  entrust  itself  to  their  ignorant  guidance  in  time,  nor  princif^es 
of  eternity. 

But  bow  can  we  get  at  the  conviction,  that  is  worth  nothing  without  practice  ? 

Monotheism  will  fill  a  point  unattainable  to  christisinity,  or  any  other  earthly  schism, 
sect,  or  dogma,  and  attain  a  dignity  and  worthiness  lofty  enough. 

This  wUl  be  conceded  by  intellectual  refinement,  that  the  purest  minds  can  only 
eihibit. 

It  seeks  man^s  universal  adoration  to  his  Creator  Supreme,  and  needs  no  vicegerent 
but  that  of  mind. 

When  tiie  world  is  thus  united  it  is  impossible  to  better  it.  Philanthropy  must  ac- 
quiesce in  its  pure  character. 

The  influence  of  religion  honors  the  sceptre  of  executives,  the  wisdom  of  legislators, 
the  purity  of  judges,  and  the  justice  of  the  people.  Its  true  restraints  are  felt  in  every 
bud. 

But  for  this,  the  rights  of  a  world-wide  commerce  would  be  preyed  upon,  and  con- 
tracted to  the  piracy  of  the  social  circle. 

Smuggling,  that  debases  ^national  morals,  is  checked  by  its  conservative  virtue ;  and 
the  merchaat  or  citizen  assuming  to  fail,  assigning  property  to  fictitious  or  preferred 
creditors,  having  means  to  live  on  plentifully,  and  even  in  luxury,  is  accountable  to  this 
mttfhtj  power. 

If  there  be  no  clue  on  the  debtor,  who  is  all  fairness  in  getting  credit,  advancing  false 
pretences,  then  he  has  no  shame  and  no  sense  of  guilt ;  and  where  there  are  no  such 
ptinciples  recognised,  you  have  no  course  of  redress  on  his  feelings  or  sense  of  conscience, 
ud  but  little  elsewhere  if  public  sentiment  be  not  sound. 

When  we  see  smuggling  avowed  by  any  legislators,  then  that  country  is  corruptly 
gwerned  indeed. 

This  endowment  of  mind,  then,  is  the  mighty  conservative  of  man's  noblest  qualities. 

But  the  state  of  mind  is  not  up  to  her  glorious  requisitions.  The  legitimate  expe- 
dients of  mind  must  be  realized  in  full  capacity  for  general  good. 

When  we  see  bigamy  with  the  laws,  what  would  it  be  without  them.  Give  us 
vise  laws,  and  their  wisest  enforcement,  but  above  all,  give  us  that  which  holds  all  in 
^'yance.  If  peculiar  faith  allows  polygamy,  what  but  religion  can  correct  Judaism, 
Aiahomedanism,  or  Mormonism. 

Mind  has  become  degraded  by  tyranny  of  government  aad  peculiar  faith,  despotic 
eostoms  both  of  obsolete  ideas,  iM  its  nature  is  brutal ized,  and  best  condition  is  un- 
known to  most  of  the  world. 

The  greatest  injustioe  next  to  these  potent  injuries,  has  been  done  it  by  scandal  and 
libel. 

.  The  present  condition  of  general  society  has  been  thereby  disorganized  and  vitiated, 
•  much  of  the  world. 

We  need  a  sublime  and  conservative  code  of  morals  and  religion,  as  a  solace  for  all 
'^tional  minds ;  the  friend  and  adviser  of  the  humble,  a  corrector  of  the  haughty,  and 
piide  to  all  the  world,  to  promote  universal  wisdom  and  liberty.  Where  is  such  ?  Is 
"US  because  mind  shrinks  from  its  own  ?  .     .  ^ .  ^ .. . . , 
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Tell  us,  nations  oppressed  by  debts,  the  interest  of  which  you  cannot  fairly,  yearly 
meet,  and  the  capital  of  which  you  cannot  extinguish.  Did  ye  spend  all  that  honor 
required  and  policy  dictated,  pouring  forth  every  generous  tribute  of  mind  that  is  yet 
held  subordinate  ? 

Tell  us,  histo^,  for  what  so  many  millions  have  been  slaughtered,  so  many  billions 
expended,  for  ram  man,  ignoble  and  ignorant  after  all  his  assumptions  and  vainglorious 
ambition?  Was  it  for  those  baubles  that  cannot  be  held,  peculiar  church  and  state 
faith  despotisms  ?  It  was  because  philosophy,  the  height  of  proper  sense,  was  not 
heard  in  the  revelry  of  false  faith  and  government,  that  have  oppressed  and  crushed 
mind^s  holiest  rights. 

What  cared  the  ancients,  but  for  conquests  or  peculiar  benefits  ?  Was  it  not  the 
triumph  of  their  peculiar  faith  ? 

All  sects  and  divisions  will  eternally  contend  with  each  grand  system,  as  well  as 
with  each  other,  clash  and  conflict ;  but  all  that  believe  in  Deity  alone,  and  his  attri- 
butes, will  be  ever  unable  to  contend  at  all  about  rational  tenets,  but  must  live  in  gene- 
ral peace  ai)d  good  will  to  all  rational  men. 

Rational  religionists  have  no  popes  to  give  away  the  inheritance  of  the  naticai  of 
the  globe,  because  these  nations  are  not  sectarians. 

Their  creed  is  not  to  war  for  religion,  but  to  reason  for  its  improvement. 

They  bow  to  no  degrading  man  and  idol  worship,  but  adore  God  with  the  profoandest 
reverence. 

They  have  the  illustrious  authority  of  philosophy,  in  her  retinue. 

Good  ideas  can  be  suggested  by  true  religion  only.     What  can  prayers  do  1 

Do  they  move  God,  that  is  unchangeable  and  above  all  shadow  of  change  ?  A  God 
of  principle,  that  is  to  govern  the  universe? 

God  cannot  change  Us  principles,  without  change  of  the  universe  !  What  then  is  to 
be  changed,  but  man  ?  Before  we  say  aught  we  must  seek  to  make  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  audience  of  extraordinary  purity  and  justice. 

We  must  look  to  our  own  best  deeds  and  actions,  as  the  very  best  prayers  to  be 
addressed  as  respectors  of  priuciples  before  the  tribunal  of  the  great  author  of  them. 

Mercy  may  be  yielded  by  the  soul  of  nature,  to  the  right  petitioners,  who  caaoot 
have  vicegerents  or  substitutes. 

But  we  must  recollect  that  we  have  to  appear  in  the  audience-chamber  of  priuc^>les, 
that  rightfully  introduce  us  to  the  divine  majesty  of  the  Supreme. 

We  have  to  cheri&h  and  cultivate  most  faitliliilly  their  acquaintance,  to  reach  all  de- 
sirable and  rational  expectations. 

Mere  enthusiasm,  spiritualization,  messiahship  nor  saintship,  will  profit  as  nothing; 
it  is  principles  alone  that  will  safely  conduct  us. 

All  that  rational  religion  teaches,  is  the  improvement  of  individual  self;  it  requires 
each  to  get  better  on  times  reading  by  seeking  the  attainable  good. 

It  suits  and  is  adapted  to  the  true  physiology  and  phrenology  of  the  mental  organiza- 
tion, and  scouts  the  corruption  that  is  introduced  by  priestcrafl,  in  lieu  of  Uie  original 
position  and  nature. 

All  the  world  should  philosophize  upon  its  necessary  position,  as  equal  in  knowledge 
to  the  best,  who  are  the  veriest  impostors  to  do  more. 

The  principles  that  direct  the  belief  in  God,  direct  to  proper  sincerity  that  unites  aQ 
minds,  and  must  convert  them  if  independent  of  malign  infiuences. 

What  shall  we  do  to  make  man  right  ? 

Peculiar  faiths  that  involve  false  positions  and  hypocrisy,  if  not  %noraBce,  will  neter 
rectify  him  surely.  Then  man  must  be  altogether,  on  correct  whole  principles  that 
vindicate  themselves.  Such  will  carry  him  through  to  the  holy  Deity,  centre  of  resi- 
dence, or  the  attainable  point  of  future  happiness. 

Then  down  with  all  others  that  ruin  the  whole  world.  They  are  tolerated,  till  niod 
can  rescue  itself. 

Man  was  created  on  p^hysiological  and  phrenological  principles,  by  which  he  is 
governed  universally.  This  caused  the  world^s  worthies  to  die  like  men.  No  one  can 
do  more  ;  if  he  assume  it,  he  is  an  impostor. 

There  is  but  one  God,  and  he  rules  by  inherent  attributes,  his  creation  in  supreme 
unity. 

Unity  reigns  triumphantly  in  the  excellence  of  its  supremacy,  while  trinity  or  polylbe^- 
ism  is  a  botch  of  mind  that  jars  in  discord,  and  reigns  in  imbecility.  All  its  creeds  are 
devices  of  art,  and  all  are  purely  matters  of  perverted  sophistry. 

Its  numbers  may  be  indefinite,  all  assuming  to  be  infallible,  yet  the  mind  corrected 
by  proper  principles,  and  left  free,  to  exercise  the  best  just  judgment,  discards  tliem  »U 
as  trash.  ,     ^^^^.^.^^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOvIc 


MONOTHEISM.  2U 

They  all  begin  wrong,  and  confound  the  noblest  tuition. 

Children  under  their  guidance  must  be  badly  raised,  as  they  are  suffered  and  shown 
the  way  to  become  vicious  in  deceit,  untruth  and  dishonesty. 

Who  can  wonder  at  the  defects  of  society  ! 

Habit  ia  them  as  in  all,  is  hard  to  eradicate.     They  are  sophists  from  their  cradle, 
and  bigoti  in  old  age. 
Happy  is  the  youth  that  can  escape  such  toils. 

See,  then,  statesmen  of  the  world,  that  there  is  ihen  a  correct  exercise  of  mind  and 
body. 

tint  science  and  philosophy  will  not  answer  to  decide  f<)r  religion !  What  else  have 
ve  to  correct  *'  the  average  of  mere  public  opmion,  a  mere  collection  of  prejudices, 
foibles  aad  errors  ?*'  Th^  pretence  is  advanced  by  the  thoughtless  vassals  of  priestoc- 
racy,  who  place  the  last  ignorant  and  interested  instead ! 

These  are  they  who  absurdly  advance  the  opininion  that  nothing  is  impossible  with 
God. 

With  the  God  of  the  universe,  all  things  are  not  possible,  as  vicious  imbecility  of 
permitting  his  creation  to  be  governed  by  man's  messiah. 

God  can  do  nothing  under  the  present  declared  position,  without  scieiice  and  philoso- 
phy, his  attributes  in  or  out  of  religion. 

Hence  they  are  absolutely  necessary  and  essential  to  expel  false  fiuth,  and  that  causes 
impostors  to  commit  themselves  most  absurdly.  Then  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  all 
»icb  libels  to  be  acceptable  to  God.     It  is  utterly  impossible  that  God  can  like  them. 

What  government  and  reUgion  are  best,  but  Uiose  that  ever  give  to  the  sovereign 
peo{^  tfaie  greatest  good,  not  only  to  the  greatest,  bat  the  whole  number  ? 

We  most  all  live  a  pure  and  upright  life,  that  is  blessed  by  correct  principles  that 
govern  the  social  circles. 

True  rehgton  enables  man  to  tower  over  despondency,  aa  she  only  gives  the  triumph 
of  correct  principles. 

Unity  in  religion  will  embrace  unity  in  government,  two  of  mind's  greatest  blessings. 

W^hen  science  reaches  the  greater  unity  of  language,  as  far  as  possible,  then  several 
nf  the  niost  brilliant  annunciations  will  begin  to  be  realized  on  the  unity  of  God's  prin* 
ciples. 

Rehgion  itself  depends  on  science  and  philosophy,  the  highest  and  deepest,  to  evolve 
It  rightly,  showing  the  best  diligence  of  rational  minds. 

HeligrioQ,  then,  must  be  of  itself  the  surest  philosophical  science. 

Con^ience,  that  directs  it,  is  enlightened  at  this  fountain.  Religion  has  grown  best, 
with  right  education,  that  elicited  correct  principles,  which  were  all  the  gift  of  God. 

Reh^ion  is  a  latent  quality,  best  shown  by  rational  mind,  not  by  irrational  minds.  It 
most  be  most  elevated  by  cultivated  science. 

It  is  not  the  gift  of  industrial  organization,  conferred  by  churches,  as  it  is  universal 
in  its  foundation  where  rational  mind  can  be  developed. 

W^hen  most  rational,  it  displays  the  security  of  just  reward,  for  the  mental  labor. 

It  is  a  constitutional,  or  conservative  revolutionist,  not  the  passive  reformer. 

Show  us  the  bible  of  mind,  that  of  God's  inspiration,  and  you  will  inspire  us  with  the 
Wiest  reverence  for  it  as  God's. 

The  bible  of  mind  can  be  the  only  bible,  and  can  counteract  the  usurpation  of  bibles 
of  tradition,  that  have  created  a  host  of  petty  despotism,  by  the  little  cliques  in  their 
biblo  way,  blue  laws  and  all. 

Th\»  we  see  that  this  slavery  of  mind  horribly  vitiates  it. 

Heligion  will  protect  all,  but  it  must  be  rational  and  vital  religion,  such  as  God  alone 
jsstifies. 

It  sounds  like  purity  to  have  its  principles  from  an  immaculate  Being,  creator  and 
protector  of  his  universe,  having  the  affection  and  the  power. 

If  we  make  the  'application  of  the  right  test,  that  circumstances  allow,  religion  is  ad- 
Dutted  to  be  love  to  God  and  man,  with  comprehensive  active  benevolence. 

Hef^istance  to  resistance  may  be  necessary,  from  the  depraved  state  of  man's  nature, 
i^ot  when  expedient,  what  forbids  the  comprehension  of  the  only  policy  to  civilize  and 
embrace  the  whole  world  in  the  ample  folds  of  its  protection.  If  we  adopt  the  right 
^  righteous  principles  to  govern  the  world,  we  adopt  God's  righteous  government, 
isstituted  therefor. 

Ut  all,  then,  know  neither  Jew  nor  gentile.  Christian,  pagaji.  Juggernaut,  mormon, 
Bor  any  but  the  true  belief  in  one  eternal  God,  who  needs  no  vicegerents,  and  excludes 
^  in  his  present  government. 

Ood  does  not  let  his  works  be  mistaken  by  man's  right  mind,  that  comes  in  with 
prior  chtima  to  establish  the  right  polity,  his  duty  to  God  and  society. 
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In  religious  duties  we  can  supersede  with  no  blank  and  omission,  but  mnst  act  up  to 
the  full  commission  and  duty.     The  whole  is  to  be  filled  up  aright. 

We  require  and  give  proof  for  all  things,  the  most  valuable  above  all. 

Where  error  prevails,  let  all  go,  as  worthless. 

If  mighty  mortals  fall,  let  truth  stand ;  then  philosophy  and  science  will  prove  the 
facts  of  the  world  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  beneficiaries. 

Let  all  principles  stand,  and  no  more  than  their  truthful  code  ;  then  do  matter  about 
time  and  custom,  as  error  is  so  much  the  worse,  the  older. 

Truth  is  all,  no  matter  how  young. 

All  men  are  to  be  estimated  by  their  deeds  and  constant  actions,  as  the  best  letters  of 
commendation  are  the  proof  of  one's  own  deportment  all  the  time. 

But  we  must  refine,  on  our  present  improvement  of  age.  All  the  systems  of  the 
world,  past,  present,  and  to  come,  can  only  go  for  what  they  are  worth,  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  God,  whose  unity  decides  the  whole  question  of  religion. 

Let  us  seek,  by  the  powers  and  principles  of  mind,  for  the  noblest  and  best  apprecia- 
tion that  can  be  elicited.  Let  principles  be  espoused  and  all  vain  error  rejected,  no 
matter  how  identified  with  power  and  influence. 

None  but  eternal  principles  can  answer. 

Sectarian  views,  in  anything,  will  not  answer  at  all,  as  they  do  not  touch,  mueh  less 
comprehend  the  subject.  Our  views  of  civilization  are  always  in  respect  to  proper  tes- 
timony of  the  mind.     The  freer  the  mind,  the  purer  its  civilization. 

The  right  basis  and  test  must  be  ever  present,  as  rational  religion  cannot  nass  the 
impassable  gulf  of  sectarianism,  but  endowed  in  the  rich  exclusive  gifU  of  God,  exclu- 
sive only  to  wilful  impostors,  she  can  soar  to  the  circumference  of  the  world  on  ex- 
panded wings  of  comprehensive  benevolence,  and  embrace  the  whole  universe  by  her 
beneficence.  All  codes  of  true  faith  are  behind  her  times  and  the  necessity  of  human 
nature,  in  too  many  particulars.  The  subject  of  religion  is  truly  behind  the  age.  It  is 
her  voice  that  inculcates  her  principles,  those  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  not  of  any 
messiah,  who  never  originated  one  iota  of  principles,  that  were  correct,  if  misleadiog 
from  the  adoration  of  the  Supreme  alone.  She  teaches  man  to  eschew  all  undue  pas- 
sion and  improper  emotions,  that  afifect  the  serenity  of  temper,  or  that  disturb  the  equi- 
librium of  mind,  and  thus  removes  him  best  from  fear  and  anger,  as  best  from  supersti- 
tion, to  the  trust  in  supremacy. 

In  listening  to  the  tuition  of  science  and  philosophy,  he  best  respects  her  voice  that 
nobly  sustains  his  strongest  confidence  and  hope  in  the  one  efllcient  Power. 

Who  but  that  divine  Power  created  him  ? 

To  whom  does  the  creature  belong  but  the  Creator  ? 

It  is  not  the  name  of  the  thing,  but  the  thing  itself,  that  the  eternal  wise  intelligeDce 
of  the  Almighty  respects. 

What  is  religion,  but  the  duty  of  the  creature  to  his  Creator? 

From  whom  do  the  gifts  of  the  creature  emanate,  but  from  the  Creator  ? 

Whence  beauty  of  person,  talents,  gifts  of  mind  ? 

Are  they  not  God^s  ?  You  have  never  analyzed  this  subject  rightly,  else  you  could 
not  miss  the  right  conclusion. 

Self-denial  comes  in  for  a  large  portion  of  due  attention  from  the  truly  religious,  the 
worthy  patriots  and  humanists  of  the  w^orld,  who  practice  it,  under  the  benign  infiuence 
of  rational  philosophy,  to  be  exalted  by  rational  religion,  that  gives  it  the  best  and  com- 
plete direction. 

All  good  and  wise  philosophers  will  affirm,  that  an  enlightened  way  of  regulating 
mind  on  universal  principles  must  be  adopted,  for  successful  regulation  of  all ;  but  be- 
fore that  time  arrives,  minds  see  differently,  and  require  all  the  wisdom  of  wise  legisla- 
tion and  education  to  help  settle  the  difficulties  of  the  world. 

Rational  religion  is  the  only  one,  simple  and  complete  of  itself,  from  God  and  for 
God,  ever  existent  in  every  rational  mindj  whose  capital  has  been  stupidly  usurped  by 
priestocracy,  as  if  its  own. 

This,  as  a  proper  science,  needs  no  enlightened  code  of  ethics,  for  all  mankind  to  act 
justly,  on  the  just  relation  of  things. 

All  have  religion  that  have  rational  minds,  that  are  under  the  Supreme  obligation  of 
making  it  rational,  and  improving  it  according  to  their  gift  of  reason. 

A  cultivated  science  of  rational  religion  gives  the  world  the  very  best  attainable,  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  mind  cultivated. 

Religion  is  the  science  of  sciences,  and  must  be  proportionate  to  civilization,  mental 
culture,  and  talents. 

Truth  and  honesty  are  the  corner-stones  of  religion.  Those  who  violate  these  can 
hardly  possess  the  balance,  as  these  are  the  platforms. 
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If  thete  principles  are  admirable,  how  adorable  mast  be  their  Author  ? 

What  a  difference  in  things  prevails  in  all  peculiar  faiths,  that  present  the  rererse  of 
adoration !    True  religion  is  exalted  by  its  noble  Author. 

Peculiar  £uth  degrades  its  adopters,  who  imitate  only  the  counterfeiter  and  usurper ! 
Whit  miod  can  hesitate,  in  the  choice  of  the  two  ? 

Much  censure  then  can  be  avoided  for  candor  and  friendly  feelings.  The  true  ap- 
preciatioa  of  things  can  be  nearer  approached,  and  will  be  much  better  practiced. 

iMooey,  by  her  criterion,  will  be  only  valuable  for  the  proper  independence,  not  ex- 
cess and  plethora  of  wealth  that  enslaves  the  possessor,  engrosses  his  best  time  and 
qoahties,  and  prostrates  his  best  virtues,  unless  he  have  proper  guards,  enervates  his* 
prosperity,  and  may  deprive  him  of  seeking  a  sound  education,  and  means  of  suitable 
promotioo  of  mind^s  noblest  gifts. 

There  are  few  exceptions. 

Above  all,  money  or  wealth  should  never  be  any  where,  much  less  in  a  republic,  a 
means  of  absolutism,  defying  enlightened  public  opinion,  outraging  and  escaping  con- 
rictioo. 

Money  is  valuable  for  the  proper  independence,  secured  in  commanding  circum- 
staDces,  and  equalizing  all  in  glorious  virtuous  republicanism. 

Soeh  a  state  should  be  realized  in  chastening  opinions  by  practice,  in  the  vicissitudes 
of  life.  • 

True  wisdom  is  that  which  can  direct  to  the  best  advantage  the  proper  usages  of 
(ocietj,  and  the  best  progress  of  improvement,  best  promoted  by  freedom  of  mind,  that 
has  thus  its  best  scope. 

All  good  intellectual  circles  ought  to  advance  and  estimate  all  this. 

What  produces  a  right  sincerity  in  religion  ? 

A  light  exemption  rrom  temptation  to  do  wrong  by  speculation ;  none,  but  the  unos- 
teotatious  practice  of  the  sterner  virtues  and  principles,  because  they  produce  the  only 
best  and  true  ethics,  founded  on  the  great  laws  of  nature,  and  nature*s  God  and  soul. 

Should  not  rational  mind  attend  to  ail  this?    • 

But  religion  is  a  science,  abstract  and  difficult. 

It  merely  requires  proper  sense  and  honesty  to  work  it  out  rightly. 

Some  have  not  been  taught  principles  except  through  penalties,  while  all  should  get 
them  by  precept  and  example,  and  imbibe  them  rightly,  otherwise  their  imperfect  and 
co&tingeot  indoctrination  may  involve  the  delinquents  in  all  the  difficulties,  and  penal- 
ties of  vices  and  crimes, 

How  much  of  God*s  funds  are  passing  in  this  world,  unobserved  and  unappreciated 
by  mankind,  if  heard  of? 

The  vast  funds  of  mind  have  to  lie  dormant  under  the  regime  of  bibles  of  tradition ! 

What  an  outrage  on  the  principles  of  mind ! 

The  trust-fund,  a  creation-biith  right,  can  never  be  fully  appreciated,  nor  used  in 
miod's  present  vassal  state  and  mode  of  acting,  when  deprived  of  its  innate  energy,  to 
exercise  its  innate  principles  for  the  best  function  of  its  giils. 

Mind  must  be  taught  to  feel  tliat  the  God  of  the  universe  is  exclusively  the  God  of 
cunservative  principles,  and  that  it  must  depend  on  uniform  and  consistent  principles  of 
rectitude  for  its  best  guard,  protection,  and  defence  in  life. 

Cultivated  and  rational  mind  has  yet  to  learn  that  mere  coalition  of  church  members, 
ii  not  the  quintessence  of  these  principles. 

Creeds  will  not  begin  to  answer,  unless  they  subserve  the  whole  purpose  of  constitu- 
tioDal  principles  of  religion. 

Manners  that  bespeak  the  outward  demeanor,  as  flowing  from  polished  courtesy, 
good  proper  sense  and  feelings,  are  essential  to  man  and  society,  but  a  loftier  purpose 
vises  in  duty  to  God. 

Reason,  with  her  best  aids,  analysis  and  analogy,  leads  us  to  the  extreme  limit  of 
God's  existence,  where  data  fail,  and  honesty  stops,  then  mind  cannot  act  further,  after 
all  the  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith  and  her  legends. 

But  if  some  afiect  that  morality  and  mind  are  not  to  be  respected,  as  the  essentials 
of  religion,  they  can  tell  us  the  reason  to  separate  this  family. 

Will  any  honest,  truthful  mind,  pretend  to  see  such  a  distinction,  without  the  reason 
for  the  difference  ? 

Id  God^s  philosophy,  both  belong  to  the  same  family. 

But  then,  if  rational  religion  prevail,  where  is  spirituality  ?  What  is  that  but  God's 
iospiration  in  all  truthful  and  honest  minds? 

What  more  spirituality  can  exist,  than  that  rational  means  should  prepaie  the  immor- 
tal spint,  by  the  best  purposes  for  inmiortal  fruition  ? 

Rational  religion  must  speak  of  things  as  rational.  «  r^  i 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


216  BATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

Rational  minds  must  leaxn  to  drop  all  images  of  fanaticism  of  past  ages,  that  had  so 
many  obsolete  ideas. 

A  very  small  portion  of  most  church  members,  may  be  as  good  as  human  nature  can 
be  under  tlieir  circumstances,  but  the  balance  certainly  not  as  good,  but  worse  than  re- 
ligion asks  for. 

What  will  spiritusdisation  do  for  either  of  them,  half  as  well  as  rational  religion,  that 
is  the  exact  science  of  their  being,  and  only  adapted  to  their  sincere  and  rational  im- 
provement that  necessarily  embraces  alt  that  is  spiritual  at  the  same  time  ? 

Rational  religion  only  asks  for  mind^s  rational  improvement. 

Mannerism  differs  entirely  as  much  from  manners  in  being  an  adherence  to  customs 
and  fashions  of  customs,  as  distinguished  from  innate  courtesy  and  benevolence  of  niind, 
the  liberal  soul  of  man,  as  peculiar  faith  does  from  true  £iith,  which  is  rational  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  can  only  be  an  imitator  at  best,  and  a  disguise  at  the  worst,  of  religon. 

The  action  of  true  rational  religion  has  been  on  earth  with  mind^s  existence,  how- 
ever silent  and  unobserved  by  the  superficial  and  the  fanatical,  still  she  has  done  help  in 
all  circles  to  promote  the  teaching  of  virtue,  morality,  and  good  state  of  morals,  that 
are  claimed  to  prevail  by  excellence  of  peculiar  faith !  Who  can  overlook  the  virtue 
of  mind  ? 

The  light  of  mind  is  the  pure  gospel  after  God. 

Religion  calls  for  the  protection  of  conscience  above  all  things  of  interest,  as  the 
good  effects  of  a  sound  mind,  not  misled  by  vice  and  its  temptations. 

Conscience  is  then  hest  fortified  against  the  haunts,  as  the  hands  of  others  seeking 
advantages. 

The  most  energetic  proof  before  the  world,  is  that  we  should  so  act  privately  as  pub- 
licly, as  to  make  all  relatives,  friends  and  citizens,  satisfied  with  our  actions. 

Rational  religion  requires  the- highest  humanity  from  rational  beings.  None  lose  by 
civility  and  courtesy  to  all,  much  less  by  kindness  to  servants.  The  very  beasts  arc 
more  profitable  by  great  humanity. 

No  conmiittee,.  or  authority  official,  can  legalize  doctrines  not  established  in  tbe 
Divine  Code  of  God,  much  less  annul  any  principles.  All  the  councils  of  earth  could 
not  make  a  peculiar  bible  of  any  force  and  virtue. 

Many  may  and  do  deceive  themselves  in  regard  to  all  the  acts  of  their  peculiar  codes 
and  faiths,  but  all  such  have  no  peculiar  principles  appropriated,  as  God^s  system  has 
all  the  principles  known. 

Judgment  concentrates  several  virtues  of  the  individual,  and  repels  the  effects  of  fear 
and  oUier  depressing  emotions,  that  operate  injuriously  on  most  of  mankind  in  sickness, 
of  various  difficulties  innumerable,  counteracting  the  destruction  of  virtue. 

It  enables  its  possessor  to  keep  an  equilibrium  well  balanced,  and  on  guard  all  the 
time,  above  fear  and  reproach,  least  excited  by  passions,  that  ought  to  be  controlled. 

All  possible  superiority  of  virtue  renders  the  possesor  equal  to  the  world,  capable  of 
facing  bravely  all  its  opposition. 

With  the  man  of  judgment,  the  functions  of  times  can  be  most  present,  as  he  cai 
always  promptly  consider  those  things  that  require  proper  timely  action,  that  once  lost, 
cannot  be  recalled. 

This  faculty  bestows  the  best  recognition  of  life-time  affairs,  and  none  less  of  rational 
religion. 

We  need  religion  without  superstition,  never' enjoyed  liitherto  generally,  on  account 
of  peculiar  faith,  as  well  as  government  without  tyranny. 

A  conscientious  individusd  desires  nothing  equivocal  or  contingent,  when  he  has  to 
draw  on  a  fund  of  uniform  principles.  Ho  seeks  wisdom  and  SH  practical  eoimnon 
sense,  and  ever  shuns  cunning  as  contemptible.  He  seeks  a  liberal  rational  discussioa 
to  improve  the  qualities  of  mind,  not  merely  to  come  off  victorious  in  sophistry. 

He  cultivates  good  qualities,  to  avoid  tlie  bad.  With  such  position  countries  become 
less  corrupt  the  older  they  become,  as  possessed  of  rightful  means  they  necessarily  im- 
prove. 

He  seeks  to  analyze  the  difference,  between  religion  and  peculiar  faith. 

The  first  he  finds  to  ennoble,  the  last  to  degrade  the  nature  of  mankind :  the  first  to 
demand  truth,  the  last  to  require  power.  Gratify  the  first  and  she  blesses ;  yield  to  the 
last  and  she  sibuses  her  trust  by  persecution  and  bloodshed.  Monotheism  mvokes  the 
soundest  reasons  to  close  all  errors,  if  mind  leaves  improper  constructions  of  her  im- 
mutable truths. 

Sulphur  and  brimstone  sophistry,  will  not  do  it.  Monotheism  takes  the  only  tenable 
right  course  in  Hiings  and  holds  it  to  the  end,  never  to  desert  the  God  of  nature,  or  be 
deserted  by  his  noble  principles. 

She  asks  for  no  military^  renown  or  glory  of  chieflains,  no  gorgeous  outlays  of  power. 
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and  'instead  of  worldly  pomp  and  display,  requires  thai  the  money  legitimately  raised  be 

appropriated  for  school-houses  and  teachers  of  science,  to  invest  mind  with  its  best  cali- 
bre, quality  and  capacity. 
Her  light  excludes  the  propagation. of  peculiar  faith  doctrines,  that  her^s  eclipses. 
Witk  her,  the  sooner  equality  of  rights  is  given  the  world  by  conquest  of  mind,  the 

better. 
With  her,  toleration  is  the  friend  oT  man. 
She  pnunotes  proper  self-government  nationally  and  individually,  as  the  highest  dig- 

oitj  of  all  governments.     There  can  be  no  opinion  for  there  is  no  analogy,  to  affect  tlus 

position. 

Monotheism  requires  no  political  or  faith  propagandism  by  particular  missions,  ex- 
cept through  the  science  of  mind  whose  benefits  are  universal. 
Wise  statesmen  cannot  oppose  this,  as  they  are  the  best  agents,  not  the  comiptors  of 

the  people. 
It  is  right  that  monotheism  should  disabuse  the  mind  of  the  world  on  the  subject  of 

religioo,  that  the  mind  of  the  world  should  disabuse  itself. 
She  mast  be  independent  of  speculation  and  powers  of  government,  as  it  ought  ever 

to  be  tod  most  be  the  noblest  as  purest  of  acttons,  separate  from  aU  the  adverse  ma- 
chioery  of  priestocracy. 

Monotheism  is  the  great  leading  question ;  all  others  are  sectarian  and  led. 

She  considers  it  right  to  believe  that  God  can  do  all  the  works  of  preservation  ailer 
all  the  principles  es^lished  prove  it,  without  being  taxed  above  the  measure  of  the 
ability  of  the  operating  power,  that  the  creation  imposes. 

6od  will  certainly  not  dishonor  the  right  draft. 

We  can  well  appreciate  what  kind  of  religion  presents  the  very  highdst  order  of 
morals  and  ethics. 

If  we  cannot  find  truth  and  reason  in  the  bible,  where  can  we  expect  to  iind  it  in  its 
pecoliBf  ^ichs  ? 

Which  is  orthodox  but  rational  religion,  that  increases  only  from  the  purest  culture  of 
mmd,  kx>ks  to  all  such  immutable  principles  that  vindicate  themselvea  in  penaUy  ot'  vices, 
presents  the  highest  views  of  all  science,  and  illustrates  by  physiology  its  benefits'? 

^$he  refers  raan^s  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  to  the  highest  earthly  tribunal,  when 
pore  and  enlightened,  that  of  his  own  conscience  ;  that  reflects  all  the  pure  operations  of 
bis  own  mind  and  reason,  corrected  by  enlightened  public  opinion,  their  highest  exponent 

Her's  is  the  security  for  the  best  condition  of  lite  in  this  world,-  and  m  the  future. 

The  best  promotion  of  all  such,  is  the  best  seienee — education.  AH  should  be  pleased 
to  respond  to  the  just  demands  of  nature,  illustrated  by  the  highest  civilization  of  mind, 
and  fulfil  the  requirements  of  all  the  affections  ;  filial,  parental  and  conjugal,  to  soothe 
the  paths  of  aged  parents,  to  enlighten  children,  and  fulfil  the  highest  obligations  to 
Allies,  in  the  coarse  of  life  with  becoming  dignity  and  action. 

Our  obligations  to  our  country,  the  world,  universe  and  their  Creator,  should  require 
a  higher  elevation  of  our  daily  thoughts,  by  meditating  on  the  vital  blessings  of  ttiat 
happy  land  where  freedom  of  mind  dwells  and  rational  religion  abides,  where  we  can 
aspire  every  way  for  the  best  earthly  happiness,  undisturbed  the  least  to  meet  death, 
one  of  nature^s  noblest  and  greatest  functions,  the  soul-purifier,  with  a  conscience  leaat 
void  of  offence  to  God  and  man,  as  the  action  of  a  wise  and  self-studying  Being. 

Such  theatre,  gives  best  scope  for  effort. 

Thus  all  rational  minds  have  much  duty  to  perform,  as  all  things  of  earth  require  of 
an  immortal  mind,  the  bright  light  of  a  bright  age  that  looks  to  God. 

We  need  mind-ethics,  and  must  look  to  the  great  laws  and  principles  of  an  immutable 
infinite  Being. 

Belief  in  one  true  God  unites  all  faiths  into  one  religion,  destroys  al^l  sects  and  creeds 
<^  sects,  makes  men  candid,  moral,  virtuous,  independent  of  all  kinds  of  faith-craft,  cant 
and  hypocrisy,  as  aliens  to  religion,  as  it  takes  away  all  the  temptations,  shows  truth, 
and  excludes  sophistry  with  bravery,  diminishes  perjury,  places  man  at  once  in  the  pre- 
Mnce  of  his  God,  whose  providence  superintended  his  actions  all  the  time,  and  rendered 
his  life  as  a  moral  agent  more  or  less  acconntable  under  his  peculiar  or  personal  circmm- 
stances. 

The  reverse  is  verified  1^  the  doctrines  of  peonliar  faith,  ftm/t  publishes  to  tiie  world 
as  its  own,  what  is  the  property  of  God. 

Why  should  not  rational  religion  be  silent  in  God>  presence  ?  What  have  availed 
all  the  babblings  of  peculiar  faith  ?  The  silence  of  rational  religion  effects  all  good, 
while  peculiar  faith  has  been  blustering,  brutalizing  mind,  outraging  its  rights,  mislead- 
io?.  by  her  infatuation,  bullying  it  with  her  brute  force,  deluding  it  with  Ivsr  abominable 
lophirtiy. 
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With  all  this  load  of  iniquity,  man  not  God,  has  to  change.  Religion  asks  for  no 
dangerous  peculiar  school,  but  that  which  is  safe,  pure  and  just,  most  rational. 

The  citizens  of  the  world  have  to  rid  themselves  like  intelligent  freemen,  of  all  feudal 
habits,  and  seek  liberal,  rational,  conservative  prinpiples. 

Under  these  circumstances,  rational  religion  asks  for  no  weak,  meagre  and  doubtful 
or  doubting  faith,  but  inherently  just  and  adequate. 

Rational  religion  is  the  only  representative  of  principles  of  God,  and  thev  constitute 
an  impenetrable  phalanx.  To  do  justice  to  this  whole  subject,  nothing  can  be  more  im- 
portant than  a  well  balanced  and  cultivated  mind,  in  all  the  social  and  religious  obliga- 
tions. 

This  individual  state  refers  back  to  the  general  principles  of  phrenology  that  is  found- 
ed' on  the  eternal  and  fundamental  basis  of  physiology. 

Scientific  people  can  appreciate  all  this,  and  cast  off  the  shackles  and  false  pretences 
of  the  fraud  of  monopoly,  no  matter  from  what  source. 

Thus  the  destiny  of  the  world  will  not  be  referred  to  fatalism  and  occult  astrology, 
demonology,  or  lunacy,  but  will  be  left  to  rest  on  the  eternal  principles  of  philosophy, 
as  given  it  at  its  creation  by  the  Creator. 

Analysis  in  a  court  of  justice  shows  human  nature's  characteristic,  the  action  of  per- 
verted mental  organs. 

Rational  religion  gives  mind  its  full  rights,  corrects  it,  raises  it  to  its  best  capacity. 

She  is  the  only  cure  for  trickery,  and  charlatanry  of  thought,  and  vanity  of  earth, 
under  the  best  view  of  proper  sense,  and  enables  the  world  to  estimate  man's  action 
more  than  his  words,  but  herself  estimates  both  rightly. 

While  she  fosters  eclecticism  on  the  principle  of  will  for  the  deed,  until  toleration 
can  be  superseded  by  conservative  revolution,  that  constitutes  her  order  of  mind,  dis- 
tinguished for  refined  intellect,  she  teaches  principals  the  knowledge  of  the  government 
of  their  families. 

She  directs  the  world  not  to  sacrifice  to  mere  fancy,  and  informs  us  that  religious 
duty  will  enable  all  rational  mortals  to  meet  in  a  rational  way  the  dragon  of  supersti- 
tious terror,  and  breathe  with  conscientious  satisfaction  in  the  universal  mirror  of  truth. 

What  do  mankind  need,  as  soon  as  reason  dawns  and  mind  acts  ?  A  mantle  to  cover 
their  physical  and  mental  nakedness.  They  need  a  moral  code  to  be  at  the  same  time 
intellectual,  to  protect  and  defend  their  weakness.  Who  does  not  wish  to  be  guarded 
from  the  blasphemy  of  feeling,  thought,  word,  or  deed,  as  from  misanthropy  1 

It  is  wonderful  that  we  do  not  commit  greater  errors  than  we  do,  influenced  and  mis- 
led by  the  superficial  and  crude  opinions  and  errors  of  others,  who  assume  to  dictate 
their  views  and  interests  on  society. 

WHAT  IS  CONVERSION,  BUT  A  RATIONAL  IMPRESSION  1 

CoNysRSioN  consists  not  in  mere  outward  changes  or  speculations,  but  internal  con- 
viction resulting  from  the  lights  of  conscience  on  the  necessity  of  reformation,  and 
using  the  conservative  principles,  by  a  proper  respect  and  compliance  with  their  requi- 
sitions to  the  best  of  personal  ability. 

It  is  not  fashion  or  mere  opinion,  but  satisfactory  facts  and  their  proper  fruits ;  a 
proper  deportment  in  thoughts,  words  and  deeds. 

To  whom  does  it  show  fealty,  by  man  ? 

To  God  alone.  There  can  be  no  real  benefit  from  mere  excitements,  and  impulses 
of  intense  ]>assions. 

Religion  is  and  must  be  a  principle  of  due  and  adequate  action  or  practice,  paid  truly 
to  the  great  and  living  God,  as  reason  construes,  united  with  all  the  feeling  that  consci- 
entious right  actions  can  impart  to  one  satisfied  with  doing  tlie  best,  hoping  the  most, 
fearing  the  least,  but  confiding,  as  safest,  under  the  loftiest  and  highest  protection  of 
the  Almighty  Architect  of  the  universe.  It  is  built  up  on  the  noblest  principles  con- 
servative for  rewards,  self-vindicative  for  penalties. 

The  best  confidence  is  the  most  rational,  built  on  a  wise  comprehension  of  duty  and 
its  noblest  execution. 

But  the  doctrine  of  falling  from  grace,  an  opponent  says,  produces  **  fatal  delusions 
in  regard  to  conversion,  and  the  mind  bewildered  and  distracted  amid  the  storm,  is  ren- 
dered utterly  incapable  of  deciding,*  with  judgment  and  accuracy,  anything  as  to  its 
operations  or  experience*^ !    And  reason  at  last  is  admitted. 

^  Many  enter  the  church  unconverted,"  admitted  by  churchmen. 

Conversion  will  do,  so  far  as  mind  is  capable  of  right  action,  without  "  forced  faith,^ 
and  no  farther  for  us.     But  the  opponent  of  falling  from  grace  admits,  that  this  fatal 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


HONOTHEISBl  221 

delasion  of  **  the  many  that  enter  the  church  unconTerted/'  may  extend  to  the  foarth 
time,  or  even  oAener,  and  yet  this  prevails  in  the  operations  of  minds  seeking  afler 
immortal  happiness. 

The  correction  of  this  potent  evil  is  called  for,  by  the  advocate  against  falling  from 
gnce.    The  potent  evil,  is  the  base  most  radically  wrong. 

Radical  errors  can  be  corrected  only  in  looking  to  G(xl  alone,  and  his  attributes,  by 
rational  beings. 

Gratitude  that  ennobles  the  manly  independence  of  mind,  is  due  to  God  alone,  as 
Creat^jr. 

The  highest  reverence  is  only  shown  by  admission  of  God's  functions,  faculties,  attri- 
bates,  and  principles.     To  divide  them  out,  is  to  lessen  that  sense  and  feeling. 

AJi  his  qualities  unimpaired,  beget  affection  and  love  ;  and  constant  obedience  arises 
u  a  matter  of  unerring  certainty. 

God  can  arouse  the  noblest  emotions  and  actions  on  principles,  due  hiin  from  the 
mind  thns  instructed  in  the  highest  and  best. 

AD  otheiB  bring  blasphemy,  and  their  contradiction  impairs  confidence,  and  bespeaks 
low  degrees  of  feelings. 

We  leave  out  fear  and  blind  faith  that  govern  the  slave  of  superstition,  but  appeal  to 
reason  and  mind,  that  dignify  the  freeman. 

The  nund  of  man  is  taught  to  estimate  purity,  by  that  attribute  of  God. 

It  is  his  power  alone  that  saves  man  all  the  time,  when  blasphemous  vicegerents 
vere  naught,  and  have  become  less. 

Mind's  fidelity  ia  due  to  God  alone,  expressed  by  rational  religion. 

Duty  to  God  and  man  begets *rational  religion,  gratitude,  and  love,  takes  away  terror, 
ami  substitutes  confidence,  supersedes  contingency  for  uniformity,  gives  a  universal 
brotherhood  for  fragments  and  sects ;  science  and  education  for  ignorance  and  feudal- 
ysoj  an  Almighty  God  for  an  imbecile  vicegerent  mortal,  the  freeman  for  the  slave  and 
uasal,  mind  for  blind  submission,  and  reason  for  guide  and  helm ;  sincerity  for  self- 
delusion,  elements  and  principles  not  to  clash,  for  clashing  dogmas  and  schisms — and 
aboTe  all,  that  the  eye  of  an  Eternal  Ruler  is  ever  present,  and  a  ready  providence 
CTer  potent. 

This  win  teach  man  to  act  as  best  comports  with  his  nature,  doing  what  its  capacity 
eoables  and  its  character  justifies,  advancing  in  light  of  mind  and  liberality  of  feeling, 
improting  in  the  fruits  of  knowledge  that  enlargeth  the  understanding. 

Oar  religious  creed  places  us,  unalterably,  at  monotheism.  Should  we  advance  any 
Mier  ?    How  can  we  do  so,  as  that  position  reaches  to  God,  the  supreme  ? 

The  bibles  of  all  traditions  will  be  most  demoralizing  and  fatally  immoral,  whereas 
ntiooal  religion  is  and  can  only  present  the  safe  faith  in  the  bible  of  mind,  that  must 
seek  to  be  critically  exact  in  moral,  religious,  and  physical  science  and  philosophy. 

The  bible  of  mind  pays  no  respect  to  authority,  but  as  that  authority  accords  with 
rtma — any  other  cannot  suit  even  slaves. 

Nu  freeman  can  give  in  his  adhesion  to  any,  but  rational  religion. 

She  teaches  whatever  be  thy  impulses,  let  them  not  carry  thee  expr  beyond  reason 
*oA  principles. 

Farther  Uian  that,  is  not  the  path  of  safety. 

^lie  teaches  us,  then,  to  look  in  the  might  and  majesty  of  mind,  to  the  might  and 
aajesiy  of  God,  to  the  power  of  reason,  and  the  purity  of  principle. 

To  adore  none,  no  authority  written,  oral  or  personal,  but  what  supreme  reason  com- 
Qiuds  mind,  when  it  looks  devoutly  to  God  Almighty  alone. 

The  only  rational  religion,  as  the  only  true  path  of  safety,  consists  in  being  reasoned 
into  iaith  and  belief. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  alone,  gives  us  the  safe  and  correct  moral,  intellectual, 
atjooal,  and  religious  faith. 

No  other  bible  excludes  the  thousand  and  one  bibles,  that  innovate  on  principles  of 
tlK  God  of  nature,  the  right  and  virtues  of  rational  mind. 

No  other  bible  excludes  iniquity  and  sin,  in  the  true  and  full  legitin^Lte  comprehen- 
"«i  of  perpetual  safety. 

HeiB  is  the  tuition  to  turn  all  passions  into  their  legitimate  channel,  and  use  no  en- 
joyment thereof,  other  than  what  accords  with  true  principles. 

No  genuine  confidence  in  any  other  than  rational  faith  can  be  at  all  conclusive  to  any 
proper  religion. 

Pore  religion  increases  in  the  growth  of  wisdom,  the  benevolence  of  deeds,  and  in  the 
toith  of  science. 

Let  religion  flourish  by  the  disinterested  system,  that  spiritualizes  the  world  through 
^*s  nniversal  inspiration. 
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How  many  ignorant  people  in  the  world  affect  to  know  all  about  religion,  tbe  acience 
of  all  sciences,  the  sympathy  of  all  sympathies^  and  yet  have  hardly  one  idea  in  their 
minds  about  any  of  its  dignity  I 

Knowing  ourselves  sinners,  let  us  seek  ever  to  sin  the  least,  as  the  safest  position 
practicable  for  all  souls.  Most  can  avoid  extremes  of  sickness  if  they  will  timely  cor- 
rect  their  case,  so  in  law  and  sin. 

Our  sickness,  adversity  and  prosperity  should  be  wisely  estimated  as  blessings  io 
disguise,  and  should  elevate  the  thoughts  of  the  creature  to  the  Creator. 

Our  life  may  be  spared  out  a  few  more  years,  and  let  that  be  a  benefit  to  our  feUow 
citizens  and  creatures,  not  an  oppression. 

The  great  institution  of  religion,  God^s  best  principle,  ought  to  create  the  most  en- 
larged views  and  actions  of  the  virtues. 

The  best  exercise  of  religion  results  in  rightful  actions  of  mind,  through  leaaon  to 
God  alonp. 

Can  those  advocating  rational  religion  differ  ?  They  can  never  differ  materially,  for 
they  all  believe  in  the  essential  doctrine  of  God  alone.  Where  they  seem  to  differ,  they 
will  find  the  error  theirs,  one  way  or  the  other,  not  very  material,  and  that  such  have 
not  investigated  the  whole  subject.     Who  has  1 

Good  men  and  true  can  be  nothing  less  than  monotheists.  What  is  there  to  mortals, 
but  the  immortal  God*s  gift,  religion  ?    What  nobler  benefit  can  there  be  to  mind  I 

The  secret  societies  that  apparently  divide  the  globe  into  so  many  clans,  antagonisti- 
cal  to  the  enlarged  and  liberal  benevolence  of  the  world,  must  give  up  their  cohesion 
of  clannishness,  and  attend  to  the  invocation  of  universal  brotherhood,  that  looks  to  the 
sublime  nmjesty  of  principles.     The  whole  world  must  do  this. 

Who  can  give  greater  safety  to  all  than  the  helm  of  God,  who  is  the  First  Great 
Cause  ?  I 

The  people  must  not  overlook  their  own  responsibility  in  this  life,  at  all  times.  i 

Give  us  reason,  mind  enlightened,  liberal  and  just  laws,  right  and  freedom  of  the  | 
people.  ! 

Can  the  people  be  more  justly  dealt  with  under  God's  guidance  ?  | 

WHAT  IS  SPIRITUAL  RELIGION  ?  | 

It  cannot  be  of  peculiar  faith  at  all,  most  assuredly.  , 

Can  there  be  any  but  the  only  rational  religion,  and  is  not  that  co-existent  with  the 
very  first  creation  of  mind  ? 

Mind  is  identified  with  it  forever,  most  clearly. 

To  best  elicit  all  that  is  legitimate,  rely  on  reason,  not  tradition,  as  the  highest  of  ail 
earthly  authorities.  Persevere  in  correct  principles,  whereby  you  may  reach  good  ripe 
fruit ;  otherwise  the  fruit  may  be  bitter,  green  or  decayed  by  rot 

Theology,  then,  cannot  be  too  pre-eminently  a  free  subject  for  rational  diacuasion, 
but  the  human  mind  has  been  not  only  trammeled  in  all  its  best  powers,  but  superatition  . 
and  bigotry  to  suit  the  times,  and  the  gods  of  idolatry,  with  the  interest  of  the  minori- 
ty, have  forced  to  increase  their  absolutism,  by  even  military  brutes  forced  mind  to  the 
enslavement  by  peculiar  faith,  that  acts  as  a  fashion  of  the  season  for  a  few  centuries, 
and  is  no  more. 

More  misery  has  been  entailed  on  the  billions  of  the  world  from  all  this  degraded 
machinery,  than  all  others.  This  is  one  of  the  great  bases  of  all  evil.  It  has  been 
like  cutting  off  the  head  to  direct  mind,  which  it  has  outraged  by  usurpation  of  its 
rights.  It  has  depraved  and  demoralised  mind  all  the  time,  with  some  few  excep- 
tions. 

Let  him  who  affects  to  claim  aught  for  peculiar  faith  show  any  of  its  intrinsic  fmitB, 
above  what  good  minds  and  true,  rightly  civilised,  can  effect. 

Billions  of  minds  have  never  heard  preaching  in  their  lives ;  has  Grod  not  provided 
them  with  mind^s  tuition  nevertheless  1 

The  fault  is  in  the  people,  who  must  not  deceive  themseves  about  the  means  of  their 
own  action,  civil  and  religious,  then  others  cannot  deceive  them. 

Her  faith  combines  all  that  is  reasonable  with  what  is  just,  arousing  the  proper  qaal* 
ities  of  mind,  the  intellect,  in  its  best  views  of  wisdom* 

Not  otherwise  can  we  prevent  absolutism,  combined  as  state,  church  and  militaiy 
despotism,  the  most  powerful  and  odious  tyranny. 

Religion  is  the  right  action  of  minds  to  God  and  man.  This  subject  is  uBiveml,  to 
mind  and  the  world. 

Rational  religion  imparts  all  that  is  great  in  goodness.  ^  j 
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It  corrects  those  who  might  be  incorrigibly  dissolute  uid  vicioas,  bat  only  on  rational 
principles. 

The  prime  and  the  whole  of  life  are  well  spent  in  their  exercise,  for  she  asks  for  no 
impracticable  faith. 

She  requires  the  best  of  good  works  in  an  unpretending  manner. 

But  the  supremacy  of  rational  religion  is  gloriously  paramount,  and  v indicative  of 
CM^B  attributes,  when  she  triumphantly  rules  out  and  silences,  by  her  august  presence, 
all  the  hke  pretences  of  all  ignoble  peculiar  faiths. 

She  alone  is  the  only  true  exponent  of  the  God  of  nature.  Creator  of  the  universe. 

She  tries  all  by  her  own  just  tribunal,  of  her  own  standard  of  merit  and  trustworthiness. 

It  is  she  only  that  rightly  responds  to  the  question,  what  proof  is  there  of  any  divine 
writers  or  writings  ?  Her  just  analysis  declares,  none,  for  all  is  imposition.  Monothe- 
ism alone  can  save ;  her  institutions,  without  speculation,  should  be  reared  for  the 
world's  benefit.     Let  her  press  and  teachers  do  their  duty. 

Let  her  permanent  benefits  be  felt  throughout  the  world  ;  causing  mind  to  rejoice  in 
the  purest  joys  of  existence,  as  the  landscape  of  nature's  rearing  reflects  the  joy  of  the 
birds  that  sing  and  carol  on  trees  in  the  rich  green  of  spring,  and  the  variegated  gor- 
geous display  of  autumn.  Let  her  acts  be  strict  justice  of  mind  to  be  cultivated,  and 
reflect  on  the  happiness  of  mankind,  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  and  com- 
fnrtiog  the  blind,  aged  and  helpless,  as  an  indispensable,  legitimate  duty.  Let  wise  or- 
ginic  laws  fix  the  equilibrium  that  will  dispense  what  is  to  be  done.  Let  her  rebuke 
the  false  expenditures  of  pride,  rearing  palaces  and  churches  for  fitly  and  one  hundred 
millioQa  of  money,  while  the  mind  of  the  people  is  uncultivated,  and  their  organic  con- 
stitutional rights  unredressed. 

Rational  religion  ^uflTers  no  sophistry  of  faith  to  pollute  the  inmost  recesses  of  the 
minds  of  her  followers,  nor  prevent  the  right  perception  of  their  judgment,  nor  degrade 
their  right  action  by  any  malign  influence  or  interest. 

She  will  produce  rational  and  individual  righteousness,  that  consists  in  the  purity 
and  honesty  of  punrase  and  actions,  and  calls  for  positive  laws,  to  be  executed  for  life ; 
all  the  blessings  of  civilization,  that  excludes  wanton  injuries,  violence,  murders,  that 
go  unpunished  among  cliques  and  clans  on  account  of  the  temporizing  mockery  of  cor- 
niption  and  of  sophistry,  in  all  their  wiles. 

We  need  to  be  exempt  from  the  contingency  of  deception. 

What  can  do  that  but  rational  religion  ? 

The  code  of  rational  religion  destroys  any  idea  of  skepticism*  as  that  code  is  definite, 
aad  rests  on  definite  principles.  The  only  remedy  for  schism,  is  reason  and  rational 
mind.    The  standard  for  unity,  is  the  God  of  unity. 

The  Romanists  number  some  thirty-four  schisms  in  their  church. 

The  great  schism  of  the  west,  lasted  forty  or  fiily  years.  Who  are  the  christians, 
but  a  great  schism  of  Judaism,  arising  as  a  sect  on  other  sects,  as  Samaritans. 

What  greater  hatred  was  there  than  between  the  Jews  on  one  side,  and  the  Chris- 
tians, Samaritans,  &c.,  on  the  other  1  And  arc  these  characters  pretending  to  teach 
mankind  to  follow  them  ?     Do  they  want  more  vassals  ? 

Ail  main  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  are  hostile,  as  Mahometans  and  Christians. 
Where  then  is  their  love  1 

Ood^s  conservative  principles  do  assist  man  to  good,  and  are  a  restraint  upon  evil 
actions,  as  they  constitute  the  constant  circumstances. 

Where  then  is  man^s  pretence  about  other  vicarious  means  that  are  perfectly  nugatory 
and  idle  before  God? 

Rational  religion  advances  in  the  best  lights  of  rational  mind^s  solution,  a  fixed  fact 
as  old  as  creation,  but  dependent  on  mind,  the  beneficiary  for  evolution.  She  asks  for 
improvement  of  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  with  the  best  of  sincerity.  We  all  need 
this,  as  the  bibles  of  tradition  prove  no  valuable  characteristics  of  worship,  much  less 
of  high-minded  adoration. 

How  can  such  bibles  prove  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  when  they  are  not  endorsed 
by  proof  of  themselves  ? 

The  thousand  pretences  of  miracles  and  prophecies,  are  no  proof.  They  are  all 
false  pretences. 

We  may  be  told  as  if  in  triumph  of  some  being  fulfilled,  as  we  hear  of  the  winnings, 
not  the  losses  of  gamblers.  No  mortal  can  claim  to  be  prophet.  The  intrinsic 
character  of  such  claim  proves  him  impostor. 

How  many  thousands  of  Hebrew,  nay,  of  the  world's  augurs,  are  unknown,  as  igno- 
bly false  and  degraded. 

That  province  so  foolishly  looked  for  by  the  world,  was  never  given  to  mortal  or 
cvthly  inhabitant, — never.     The  human  character  becomes  debased  too  low  for  appre- 
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ciation  by  the  corroption  of  sectarianism,  which  is  rebuked  roost  severely  by  the  xncfral 
triumph  of  rational  religion.  She  teaches  the  world  to  bow  to  universal  rights,  justice, 
courtesy  and  liberality. 

She  teaches  woman^s  elevation  equal  to  man  in  all  countries  and  in  all  governments, 
and  that  her  education  be  not  perverted  by  imperfect  and  imbecile  systems,  superstition, 
ignorance  or  prejudice. 

Analysis  of  all  things  is  essential  to  truth,  hence  the  absurdity  of  any  faith  that  re- 
ceives all  for  granted. 

Rational  religion  requires  restitution  of  all  overpaid,  as  the  duty  of  the  debtor,  with- 
out limit  of  time,  what  conscience  enlightened  requires. 

To  iniure  no  character  sooner  than  property,  and  hold  all  such  sacred  by  the  laws  of 
God  and  man. 

All  systems  of  faith  short  of  rational  religion,  are  imperfect,  defective  and  vicious, 
when  tried  on  this  position. 

A  universal  benevolence  by  the  universal  brotherhood,  is  the  order  of  rational  re- 
ligion, that  unfolds  new  beauties  and  worth  the  older  creation  grows,  a  universal  be- 
neficence of  rational  mind.  The  whole  comprehension  of  this  subject  is  in  good  faith, 
nor  can  any  part  be  basely  withheld  by  peculiar  faith,  whose  doctrines  prove  that  the 
whole  code  should  be  constantly  embraced. 

The  only  faith  that  religion  that  is  rational  can  know,  is  good  faith  to  be  carried  out 
in  due  faithfulness. 

Mankind  are  too  credulous  and  disposed  to  take  for  granted  as  truth  and  science, 
what  requires  the  fullest  investigation  and  elucidation. 

Impostures  at  every  age,  especially  in  the  dark  and  ignorant,  have  been  most  wantonly 
propagated  by  men  whose  conscience  for  truth  was  measured  by  self-interest  and  sordid 
mducements ;  above  all,  by  the  sophistry  and  power  of  governmental  despotisms. 

Monotheism  comes  to  cut  down  the  atheist  and  polytheist,  and  establish  the  only 
principles  of  rational  religion. 

She  modestly  submits  all  to  the  light  of  mind  and  reason  of  rational  beings,  and 
claims  nothing  but  what  is  self-evident.  No  messiahship  can  be  her  companion,  as  ahe 
proves  all  counterfeit,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  her  and  mind. 

She  goes  for  no  fancy,  fashion,  custom  or  institution  of  that  kind. 

She  invokes  solely  God's  principles,  to  govern  mind  in  morals  as  the  universe  in 
physical  potency. 

Rational  religion  asserts  no  pre-eminence,  for  all  have  it,  and  good  minds  cjui  im- 
prove it  more  or  less  in  all  parts  of  the  world*  thanks  to  the  Creator  of  religion  aa  well 
as  mind,  its  recipient. 

By  works,  all  are  proved  in  truth  and  reason  to  reach  faith.  All  that  are  sincere 
cannot  be  hypocrites,  as  rational  religion  offers  no  speculation,  but  demands  exclusion 
of  all  that  can  corrupt  mind,  and  especially  all  that  can  delude  it. 

Rational  religion  is  the  universal  greatest  good  for  all,  and  must  take  precedence  of 
all,  just  as  much  as  the  Creator,  its  only  object  of  adoration,  takes  precedence  of  aU 
others  who  must  be  his  creatures. 

Wisdom,  science  and  learning,  take  precedence  in  defining  religion  that  is  proved  by 
the  superiority  of  its  character,  that  must  be  necessarily  rightly  formed.  Above  all,  i« 
Monotheism,  that  must  exclude  all  peculiar  faitli  tlie  day  that  science  and  philosophy 
triumph. 

It  is  the  part  of  science-advocates  to  record  facts,  and  modestly  hold  themselves  in 
abeyance  till  further  discoveries  verify  the  solution. 

The  creed  of  rational  religion  is  as  old  as  mind,  and  the  best  that  legitimacy  and 
genuine  purity  can  make  it. 

We  absolutely  need  rational  religion  to  govern  fanatical  atheists  and  monomaniacal 
blasphemers  ;  neither  can  survive  in  her  pure  atmosphere. 

She  commands  the  sword  to  be  sheathed  that  has  been  uplifted  for  the  world*s  age, 
and  invites  the  pen  of  reason  that  has  been  banished  all,  except  the  civilized  world. 

But  for  the  remedy  of  rational  religion,  the  age  of  superstition  triumphs,  and  that  of 
atheism  must  follow. 

The  sacrifice  of  reason  by  sectarianism,  invokes  humanity,  philanthropists  and 
statesmen  to  analyze  all  this  for  their  good  and  the  benefit  of  all. 

The  wise  men  of  legislation  must  counteract  by  superior  states  of  mind,  and  meet 
the  axiom  that  God  extracts  good  out  of  supposed  evil. 

What  but  reason  should  elicit  the  best  views  of  faith,  when  the  philosophy  of  exact 
science  alone  decides  the  highest  religion. 

Is  monotheism,  that  is  rational  religion,  the  friend  of  mind  without  mistake  1  la  this 
.  what  the  world  has  to  cling  to  1 
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It  is  that  whlcli  teaches  of  God  atll  the  time,  in  his  purest  attrihutes  and  loveliest 
purity. 

While  pecahar  faith,  even  Christianity  degrades  its  heaven  to  a  hell,  and  angels  to 
devils,  this  the  friend  of  creation  espouses  its  Creator  and  exalts  mind  to  its  God. 

Light  will  give  religious  rights  to  the  people,  therefore  the  suppression  of  investiga- 
UoD  is  base  indeed. 

Whenever  rational  discussion  is  evaded,  or  its  books  proscribed,  then  a  black  felony 
pervades  the  priestocracy  that  cloak  the  peculiar  faith. 

AH  the  world  is  conct^med  to  know  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

Why  make  any  fuss  about  getting  religion  at  any  time,  that  all  rational  heings  have 
by  creation  birth-right,  that  cannot  be  alienated,  only  injured  by  their  perversions  of 
mind  1    Like  the  genius  of  discovery,  let  all  such  be  free  as  air. 

Rational  religion  cannot  be  a  creature  of  state  policy,  for  its  oiigm  is  the  most 
exalted,  and  its  object  the  noblest  for  rational  mind.  She  is  built  on  God-given  ele- 
ments, through  the  best  mental  elaboration.  She  is  advocated  by  no  vassal  or  feudal 
schoolmen. 

Let  us  Uyc  at  once  aright,  not  to  deplore  and  repent,  but  prevent  the  necessity  of 
repentance. 

Rational  religionists  wish  to  be  right,  and  desire  no  victory  but  what  is  exalted,  moral, 
dignified  and  intellectual,  and  will  accept  of  no  other. 

Monotheism  was  the  first,  and  will  be  the  last  religion,  and  all  practicable  faculty  will 
beberV 

She  commends  that  the  giAs  of  mind  be  not  accepted  at  the  expense  of  independence, 
or  being  crushed.  She  enables  the  world  to  observe  whether  priestocracy,  or  mind  cul- 
uvated  to  its  rational  capacity,  should  rule  the  world  ? 

Which  is  competent  in  time  and  constancy,  a  responsible  agent,  ever  present,  as 
mind,  all  over  the  world,  at  all  ages,  from  its  creation,  ever  imbued  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  ready  to  be  evolved  at  the  right  time  and  by  the  right  mode,  long 
before  priests  and  their  bibles  were  ever  thought  of;  both  being  filled  with  mind's 
perrersions? 

Rational  religion  can  ask  no  advance  of  her  principles,  unless  they  are  clearly  those 
of  miod,  God^s  works  and  book,  incorrectly  read  at  first,  better  and  properly  appreci- 
ated at  last 

Rational  religion  requires  rational  faith  and  consistent  practice.  A  religion  of  prin- 
ciples pays  all  duty  to  God  and  man.  She  requires  children  to  be  dutiful  to  their 
Parents,  respectful  to  their  teachers ;  and  parents  to  be  faithful  to  their  .offspring,  and 
not  desert  it  under  any  circumstances— of  course  avoiding  its  illegitimacy.  Above  all, 
citizens  to  be  faithful  to  their  country.  Under  her  auspices,  husbands  and  wives  will 
be  faithful  to  each  other ;  guardians  and  teachers  will  meet  their  responsibilities  with 
£i:thfuhies8.  Friendship  will  meet  with  gratitude ;  the  country  will  be  served  with 
Patriotism ;  mankind  will  be  justly  dealt  with,  and  the  whole  world  will  be  harmonized, 
'^der  one  universal  brotherhood.  Those  that  take  all  advantages  will  be  counteracted 
bv  wise  precautions  of  mind,  and  the  weak  will  not  have  to  succumb  to  the  strong,  as 
adequate  world-legislation  is  progressive  by  the  wisdom  of  mind. 

Rational  religion  enables  mind  to  say  its  soul  is  God's,  not  man's,  w^hereas  all  peculiar 
^  compels  mind  to  the  stupid  acknowledgment  of  a  rasister,  an  imposition  on  the 
»orld,  instead  of  revering  God  at  once,  as  the  source  of  purity  and  wisdom. 

Thus  man,  with  all  his  bibles  of  tradition  and  peculiar  faith,  is  the  author  of  folly  and 
v^iekedness,  as  often  as  of  liis  sickness  and  its  intensity,  because  his  mind  docs  not  ad- 
bere  to  reason  and  its  attributes,  but  to  exploded  nonsense. 
What  genuine  assurance  is  there  of  any  spiritual  religion,  independent  of  rational 

toni 
•w  can  tlie  first  exist  without  the  last? 
We  might  as  well  expect  to  see  the  pretence,*  that  mind  need  not  recogniae  it ;  for 
^  it  do,  it  must  be  rational  or  absurd. 
We  ask  for  certain  evidence  and  proof,  that  cannot  be  furnished. 
There  is  full  ground,  not  only  to  doubt  of,  but  exclude  all,  except  rational  religion, 
that  is  adapted  to  mind,  soul,  spirit,  and  hence  is  the  only  spiritual  faith. 
Rational  religion,  then,  causes  rational  and  universal  liberty  of  mind. 
In  rational  religion,  no  rational  being  can  now  mistake,  as  all  can  appreciate  ptinci- 
ples,  the  guide  and  pilot  all  the  time. 

She  has  amity  for  the  whole  brotherhood  of  the  world,  that  is  united  in  eternal  prin- 
^^iljes.    The  world  should  understand,  to  appreciate  and  enjoy. 
If  mind  be  unable  to  get  the  idea  of  a  God  from  the  universe,  the  first  and  only  acon- 
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rate  idea  that  necessarily  and  absolutely,  on  the  principles  of  causation,  presents  itself 

to  a  rightly  cultivated  intellect,  it  would  be  utterly  incapable  to  appreciate  his  attributes 

and  the  obligations  imposed  thereby,  on  mind.    There  could  be,  otherwise,  no  universal 

standard. 

•   Rational  religion,  then,  resorts  to  science  and  phOosophy,  God*s  genuine  emanations, 

to  ascertain  her  right  duty,  and  declares  reverence  to  whom  it  is  rightly  and  exclusively 

due,  in  her  faith,  and  invokes  no  wild  conjecture  in  reason,  her  guide. 

Polytheism,  with  all  its  messiahships  and  all  its  pretences,  starting  with  ita  various 
comprehensions,  has  split  into  fragments,  and  is  now  withering  before  eternal  principles, 
to  be  recognised  by  monotheism. 

None  can  stand  in  opposition  to  conservative  principles,  that  keep  the  universe  in 
order,  harmony,  much  less  this  globe,  a  position  that  all  messiahs  can  never  reach. 

Rational  religion  inculcates  and  instils  all  the  principles  and  actions  of  a  gentleman, 
as  its  characteristic  is  the  most  gentlemanly  conduct. 

The  best  advocates  of  religion,  if  they  do  not  possess  what  is  rational,  can  adopt  no 
other  but  peculiar  faith,  and  must  fraternize  with  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  all 
religion. 

AJl  the  world,  when  civilized,  will  embrace  the  universal  comprehension  of  rational 
religion  alone,  as  the  only  practicable  and  safe  ground,  since  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
there  to  be  any  other. 

We  need  its  moral  aphorisms,  to  do  away  with  all  sectarian  dogmas,  to  exclude  the 
idea  of  satanio  temptations,  no  matter  how  metaphorical,  figurative,  or  substantial ; 
melancholic,  ominous  forebodings;  visions  and  dreams;  faiths  and  creeds  in  many 
absurdities,  as  in  astrology,  alchemy,  &c.  Speculations  and  rational  religion  are  un- 
connected. 

Can  any  deny  that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  rational  religion  ?  Give  us  a  proper 
audience,  tribunal,  or  jury,  of  honest,  intelligent  monotheists,  who  mast  have  rational 
religion,  as  rationail  beings,  created  by  a  rational  Creator. 

God's  book,  the  universe,  is  the  living  witness,  that  proves  exact  harmony  of  system, 
an  abeyance  to  its  conservative  principles.  The  jewel  of  the  universe,  the  naind, 
proves  it  most  conclusively,  too. 

You  cannot  supersede  the  mind  that  is  inextinguishable,  by  dead  books,  the  biblea  of 
tradition— -dead  as  soon  as  conceived,  much  less  finished — no  more  than  supersede  the 
living  faith  of  religion  by  the  peculiar  faith  of  dying  priestocracies. 

Rational  religion  is  correct  as  rational  beings  are  accountable,  if  for  no  other  reason. 
It  will  be  the  happiest  moment  of  our  lives,  to  die  monotheists,  rational  religionists. 

What  respectable  monotheist,  having  enlarged  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  but  wishes 
all  the  blackguardism  of  peculiar  faith  abolished,  on  the  enlightened  principles  of  mind, 
whether  Jew  or  Christian,  Mahometan  or  pagan,  are  concerned. 

It  is  incompatible  with  the  light  and  spirit  of  the  age  to  continue  any  incompatibility, 
to  have  any  party  or  right  crushed,  lowered,  or  dispirited. 

OATHS  FOR  JUSTICE, 

Can  only  be  administered  in  the  faith  of  God,  who  is  omnipresent,  in  this  wise.  I, 
the  witness,  affirm  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  of  w*hat  I 
shall  now  state  in  this  matter. 

Who  could  safely  make  oath,  but  on  solemn  affirmation?  As  there  is  no  divine  au- 
thenticity of  any  scriptures,  there  is  no  truthful  authenticity.  Hence  the  oaths  adminis- 
tered on  them  are  not  only  absurd  and  criminal,  but  blasphemous.  There  should  be  no 
cursing  or  vulgar  invocation  of  Deity ;  and  who  that  is  rational  would  hail  the  plurality 
of  peculiar  gods  in  all  their  scriptures  ?  Who  can  object  to  God's  system  of  rational 
religion,  but  those  devoted  to  the  vagaries  of  peculiar  faith,  committed  to  take  for 
granted  all  about  the  ancient  fables  and  legends  respecting  hell,  assimilated  to  volca- 
noes, &c.  ? 

Peculiar  faith  resolves  all  other  faiths  out,  including,  most  unjustly  and  untruthfully, 
certainly  most  unreligiously,  rational  religion,  while  that  the  only  pure  one,  the  world^s 
republic,  resolves  the  world  in,  and  cajinot  be  destitute  of  its  principles. 

Contingency,  then,  sticks  to  the  first  as  accident  of  peculiar  education,  and  discloaies 
her  pretences  or  presents  them,  while  nothing  prevents  the  primary  main  part  of  the 
last  possession.  Right  improvement  and  cultivation  are  only  needed.  Rational  reli- 
gion enables  us  if  we  err,  to  do  so  on  the  safe  side,  and  being  the  only  religion  of 
rational  beings,  she  only  uses  universal  means  of  reason,  tniui,  and  honesty,  for 
«vei. 
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Ratioiial  religion  institates  the  esBentials  of  social  relations,  and  recogniflea  that  God 
is  always  with  us. 

We  require  rational  religion  associations,  on  the  principles  of  uniTersal  brotherhood. 

There  is  no  need  of  fanaticism  with  rational  beings. 

As  the  world  will  declare  for  rational  religion,  the  sooner  we  establish  her  priifbiples 
the  better. 

The  highest  species  of  civitiaation,  is  that  of  rational  religion. 

Monotheism  adopts  only  one  right  bible,  and  that  of  mind,  that  declares  the  perfect 
unity  of  God. 

Kational  religion  calls  for  reformation  all  the  rational  life-time,  on  the  highest  princi- 
ples of  rational  education.  She  is  the  mutual  obligation  of  God  and  his  creation — in 
perfect  consistency — all  peculiar  faiths  are  in  antagonism  to  that,  and  must  be  in  blas- 
phemous rebellion  to  principles.  All  mysteries,  prophecies,  miracles,  come  under  this 
category,  with  their  peculiar  bibles  of  tradition  and  all  their  designing  priestocracies. 
Be  ^e,  miscreants! 

Rational  religion  reconciles  all  doctrines  of  pure  religion,  upon  the  principles  of  rea- 
son submitted  to  the  sublime  standard  of  the  Supreme  perfect  being. 

There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  but  on  the  scale  of  ignorance,  as  speculation 
cannot  breathe  in  her  pure  atmosphere.  No  doctrine  can  be  permanently  adopted  by 
rational  men,  unless  it  be  rational,  and  therefore  must  be  principle.  Rational  beings 
need  a  system  that  has  principles  and  elements  conservative,  that  will  place  the  whole 
above  any  of  the  authorities  of  priestocracy,  absolutism,  or  sophisticated  superstition. 

Rational  religion  will  exclude  all  the  peculiar  faitlis  of  the  world.  Universal  ism  is  a 
saail  incident  in  monotheism.  Rational  religion  will  permit  nothing  in  the  dark,  not  at 
all. 

The  world  must,  necessarily,  become  monotheist,  when  the  riffht  principles  can  be 
appreciated,  and  when  the  right  spirit  of  the  people  commanded.  Monotheism  is  obliged 
to  prevail  and  triumph. 

Rational  religion  requires  of  all,  when  anything  is  personal  and  they  are  not  certain 
of  the  purport,  to  inquire  modestly,  not  assert  boldly  and  then  become  recklessly  respon- 
sibte.    The  right  performance  of  duty  to  ourselves,  as  all,  takes  precedence  or  passion. 

Now,  if  rational  religion  clashes  in  its  principles,  stop  :  it  is  the  error  of  its  adopter^s 
not  of  its  author,  whose  principles  do  not  clash.  The  days  of  peculiar  faith  are  num- 
bered by  rational  religion,  that  can  expel  any  number  of  its  advocates.  True  analysis, 
the  profonndest  of  all  profound  subjects,  not  attainable  by  common  minds  without  proper 
pains  and  exertions,  declares,  as  sure  as  the  empire  of  ignorance  yields  to  the  empire 
of  mind  and  reason,  so  surely  does  the  empire  of  peculiar  faith  yield  to  rational  reli- 
^on. 

The  day  has  been  when  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  moon  and  stars  in  astrology, 
tbn  to  reason  in  the  various  duties  of  life,  in  the  heart  rather  than  the  mind.  In  such 
tunes,  peculiar  faith  usurped  all  the  rights  of  reason. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  must  be  that  of  universal  brotherhood.  In  doing  justice 
to  the  analysis  of  the  position,  psychology  proves  rational  religion,  that  needs  only  a  right 
statement  of  facts  for  self-demondtration. 

The  Creator  of  the  universe  has  duly  impressed  mind,  and  no  messiah  can  remove 
that  impression. 

The  head  of  the  universal  brotherhood,  not  churcli,  is  He  who  ought  to  be,  no  less 
dian  God  himself.  The  only  spiritual  religion  is  rational,  and  nothing  less.  We  pro- 
fess to  be  monotheists,  believing  in  one  eternal,  immutable  Almighty,  that  rational  mind 
traces  to  the  first  Great  Cause.  We  believe  in  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  that  is  the 
greatest  gift  in  the  universe,  whose  adoration  of  Deity  is  rational  religion. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  must  adhere  to  principles  of  truth,  reason,  and  the  God  of 
the  universe,  or  such  bible  is  non-existent.  People  may  not  be  afraid  to  take  hold,  as 
monotheism  will  support  them. 

The  province  of  rational  religion  presents  the  noblest  of  principles,  which  is  a  plea- 
nnt  duty. 

Peculiar  faitii  is  always  in  restraint,  to  support  its  inconsistences  and  its  sophismn, 
the  devices  of  the  priestocracy. 

Monotheism,  illustrions  conservative  revolutionist  of  the  world,  should  never  be  out* 
done  by  advance  of  progress  of  mind.  We  defy  sectarianism  to  be  born  of  monothe- 
ism,  that  would  have  excluded  ail  the  piracies  of  peculiar  faith  wars,  all  the  inquisitions 
wd  proscriptions  of  church  tyranny,  all  the  bayonets  of  despotisms.  Rational  religion 
places  woman  on  her  only  elevated  and  dignified  sphere  ;  gives  her  mind  and  sonl--the 
first  of  which  man  has  not  got  by  even  Christianity,  or  any  other  peculiar  sectarian  pre- 
tension or  dynasty.     Monotheism  asks  you  to  assist  mind  by  your  most  rational  discus* 
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sion,  the  best  for  ratioDal  minds  on  rational  subjects ;  she  knows  nothing  but  what  is 
right — to  have  all  right ;  knows  not  herself  except  by  rational  position.  She  is  out  of 
existence  when  not  right,  for  otherwise  she  cannot  exist. 

Where  one  says  there  is  falling  from  grace,  another  that  it  never  was  possessed,  she 
composes  tlie  conflict,  a  war  for  centuries  with  peculiar  faith,  by  affirming  on  the  true 
averment,  that  the  elements  of  religion  were  original,  cotemporary  with  not  only  birth, 
but  a  creation-right — and  improved  as  mind  is  enlightened  and  civilization  refined. 
Morals  can  only  be  secured  by  rational  religion.     This  argument  cannot  be  evaded. 

Rational  religion  begets  the  deepest  conviction  that  there  is  a  God,  whom  humility  in 
the  sublimity  of  her  silence,  acknowledges  the  Supreme,  and  to  whom  confidence  in 
her  deepest  reverence,  confesses  the  loveliest  adoration. 

As  phrenology  or  psychology  is  to  physiology  of  mind,  so  is  rational  faith  to  its  obli- 
gation in  morals  and  religion,  all  else  is  mystic  metaphysics  that  beget  the  subtlest 
sophistry,  and  create  infidelity  and  disbelief.  We  leave  the  clutos  of  conjecture  a  par- 
tiadly  discovered  system  of  Judaism,  blurred  in  superstition  and  clerical  despotism,  in 
Christianity,  man  and  image  worship,  where  priestocracy  stalk  in  all  their  horrors. 

And  what  philosophical  science  does  monotheism  present  ?  She  kindly  leads  mind 
to  the  contemplation  of  the  mighty  vista  of  nature,  she  takes  away  the  veil,  and  intro- 
duces to  a  nearer  and  juster  appreciation,  the  God  of  nature.  Superstition,  however 
refined  her  every  faith,  is  unworthy  to  have  the  audience  before  rational  mind.  She 
never  can  be  else  than  fabe  faith,  when  she  is  superstition.  At  first  ages,  man  hardly 
had  abstract  ideas,  and  the  proper  analysis  had  not  been  then  made.  Now,  rational 
religion  stands  alone  in  her  sublimity,  unapproachable  by  all  peculiar  faiths. 

The  difference  between  monotheism,  rational  religion,  and  peculiar  faith,  is  this  :  the 
first  is  after  truth,  the  last  is  after  faith !  Rational  religion  needs  nothing  extraneous  ; 
thus  she  rests  on  her  dignity  and  grace. 

Rally  for  her  in  this  approaching  age  of  civilization,  and  we  shall  soon  see  a  triumph 
indeed.  This  rally  is  not  for  her,  but  yourself,  world,  grand  and  glorious.  She  is  Uie 
independent  minister  of  God.  How  can  you  live  a  religious  life  1  Only  by  rational 
religion.  None  have  dignity  till  civilized  by  rational  religion.  Monotheism  is  the  only 
rational  faith,  the  only  religion — that  enables  us  to  get  rid  of  church  bigotiy,  sophistry, 
tyranny,  expulsion  and  excommunication,  and  all  the  idle  dreams  and  visions  of  the 
supralapsarians,  who  cannot  fall  from  grace  !  what  peculiar  faith  never  had,  but  on  her 
borrowed  yet  unacknowledged  capital. 

Rational  religion  rids  the  world  of  faith  tyrants,  and  all  such  petty  evil  doers,  and 
while  peculiar  faith  cannot  reconcile  only  two  persons  difiering  on  her  premises,  she 
holds  a  brotherhood  of  billions,  responsive  to  the  bursts  of  manly  feeling  and  love. 
This  bespeaks  the  sublime  magnificence  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  itself  united  in 
indissoluble  union.  But  for  the  supreme  wisdom  and  power  of  the  Creator,  this  mighty 
bond  of  man,  religion,  had  been  burst  asunder,  by  the  odious  and  vile  machinationa  of 
myriads  of  peculiar  faith  that  assumed  her  province. 

Rational  religion  needs  no  martyrs ;  she  depends  on  truth,  that  will  render  the  world 
generous  to  create  the  noblest  links  of  peace  and  happiness.  Monotheism  calls  for 
Uod's  grace.  She  causes  her  advocates  to  meet  the  views  of  her  tuition  by  proper 
elucidation  and  discussion,  hoping  that  mutual  benefit  will  accme. 

Rational  religion  directs  the  legitimate  use  of  all  the  passions  among  their  towering 
ambition.  The  world  has  grown* wiser  and  better  under  her  noble  auspices  in  ration^ 
morals,  that  define  her  peerless  excellence  over  peculiar  faith. 

Who  but  she  is  the  protectress  of  true  science,  as  she  ever  aims  to  be  right,  and  lead 
all  aright  ?  No  peculiar  bible,  or  its  minister,  can  teach  monotheism,  if  the  people 
were  enlightened,  and  willed  right,  perfectly  untramraeled,  all  would  have  rational  reli- 
gion. She  teaches  the  rescue  by  inherent  benevolence,  the  risk  of  life,  when  necessary 
for  exertion  of  the  noblest  feelings. 

There  can  be  no  other  but  rational  religion,  all  else  is  idle  and  absurd,  a  nullity. 

Monotheism  has  sublime  principles,  above  all  bibles  of  tradition ;  and  whilst  she  chat> 
lenges  proof  for  the  last,  that  never  has  been  given,  she  yields  the  best  analysis  of 
herself. 

With  all  the  courtesy  of  toleration,  we  must  have  uncompromising  resistance  to  all 
human  plans  destitute  of  purity  of  mind,  that  does  not  recognise  the  unity,  and  the 
ahniffhty  omnipotence  of  God. 

Why  monotheism  ?  Because  there  can  be  only  one  correct  view  of  God ;  all  others 
are  more  or  less  species  of  superstition,  reckless  polytheism ;  but  monotheism  presents 
the  bulwark  of  principles  to  all,  rich  or  poor.  There  can  be  no  hypocrites  in 
rational  religion,  as  she  recognises  no  profit  in  profession,  and  no  speculating  profca- 
aors. 
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Sbe  has  no  speculation  in  worship,  nor  worship,  but  adoration  of  God.  God  is  not 
to  be  worshipped  by  any  rite  or  ceremony,  but  adored  in  the  purity  of  mind. 

It  is  she  that  separates  government  from  faith,  and  proscribes  faith  or  church 
proscription.  The  mind  can  only  conceive  of  rational  as  true  religion ;  any  other  is 
superstition. 

This  question  of  rational  relieion  is  paramount,  and  above  bibles  of  tradition,  that 
cannot  teach,  as  their  writers  dianut  appreciate  it. 

Rational  religion  never  quarrels.  Anything  short  of  rational  religion  is  superstition. 
Ratioaal  belief  is  true,  irrational  is  untrue.  You  have  for  rational  religion  elements 
already,  if  you  be  rational,  to  satisfy  the  most  rational  mind.  Why,  then,  change  the 
real  genuine  for  the  counterfeit  ?  Appreciate  at  once  and  forever  the  right  functions — 
those  of  time,  of  sense,  rational  action. 

Who  could  not  glory  in  being  a  monotheist,  free  from  bigotry,  ready  to  reason,  and 
bow  to  the  decrees  of  rational  religion  ?  Who  wants  irrational  faith,  when  none  but 
rational  religion  is  true  ?  We  can  only  ask  for  this  as  the  purest  to  hope,  live^  and  die 
by.  Rational  ia  the  legitimate,  real,  and  substantial.  You  desire  the  best  triumphs  of 
rational  religion,  then  seek  the  most  rational  to  be  the  most  successful  means  of  their 
attaioment.  Rational  religion  unites  all  the  fragments  of  society,  all  sects  into  one  uni- 
rcrsal  brotherhood.  It  is  the  noblest  duty  of  every  rational  mind  to  investigate  the 
abjectof  rational  religion. 

]>efine  monotheism  ;  it  is  that  which  defines  the  correct  adoration  of  one  Supreme 
Being,  in  his  strictest  unity  of  cliaracter  and  design. 

The  subject  is  so  deep  that  it  cannot  be  exhausted,  and  rises  in  confirmed  sublimity 
on  the  advance  of  mental  light,  that  will  illuminate  the  world,  the  universe. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  and  religion  is  the  onl^  one  that  can  be  given  the  world ; 
there  can  be  no  other.     The  world^s  happiness  requires  principles. 

Rational  religion  is  demonstrable,  whilst  all  the  rest  is  mere  peculiar  faith,  nothing 
bat  dogmatism,  vicious  superstition,  idolatry,  bigotry. 

The  only  thing  consistent  with  herself  is  rational  religion.  In  the  essential  points  of 
their  faith,  all  monotheists  are  obliged  to  agree. 

Rational  religion  cannot  be  secured  by  any  bible  of  tradition,  but  secures  the  people 
their  rights.  It  is  the  only,  the  safe  side.  Monotheists  adore  God,  the  highest  act  of  the 
highest  religion.  They  are  honest  to  acknowledge  that  they  are  indebted  to  mind*a  ac- 
tion upon  mind  for  progressive  light  on  mind,  next  to  God.  Liberal,  generous,  cultivated, 
refined,  civilized  mind  is  concerned  for  the  perfection  of  monotheism,  not  to  be  caviling 
or  quibbling  about  its  minor  errors,  that  will  correct  themselves.  Monotheism  is  per- 
fect, and  requires  mind's  perfect  appreciation.     Can  this  be  done  on  this  earth  ? 

Ratioaal  mind  can  only  believe  in  one  Supreme,  identified  with  unity  of  existence  and 
4lesiga. 

MoQotheisni  inculcates,  that  if  there  were  no  law  written,  that  with  the  present  organ- 
ization of  the  universe,  rational  mind  Is  bound  to  act  rightly  on  its  noble  principles. 
Peculiar  faith  could  not  exist  on  this  noble  rationality. 

Who  meets  fairly  and  honorably  the  arguments  of  monotheism  ?  The  advocates  of 
sophistry  ? 

Rational  religion  demonstrates  herself,  whereas  all  peculiar  faiths  resort  to  all  the 
low  intrigues  of  sophistry  to  reach  the  position  of  imposition. 

Rational  religion  thinks  or  originates  as  rational  mind  directs,  by  the  right  standard, 
whereas  peculiar  faith  of  superstition,  the  highest  that  can  possibly  be  attained,  binds  to 
her  car  the  worshippers  oi  self-interest  and  fear.  The  difference  between  rational 
religion  and  peculiar  faith  is  so  vast  that  mere  children  can  analyze  afler  their  attention 
is  rightly  fixed.  The  first  starts  with  the  premises  of  God,  the  glorious  universe  ;  the 
bat  starts  with  man's  premises,  the  inventions  of  the  priestocracy.  The  one  shows  her 
revelation  in  creation,  the  other  a  meagre  black-letter  pretence  ;  Christianity  and  ail 
analogous  being  false,  because  sectarian.  God's  revelation  is  written  in  the  annals  of 
creation's  records,  forever  brilliant,  as  forever  true. 

It  is  written  by  God's  grace,  that  towers  above  justification  by  blood,  that  is  conceived 
is  ignorance,  and  perpetuated  in  bloody  iniquity,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  its  ignoble 
predecessor.  Peculiar  faith  trades  on  the  capital  of  rational  religion  for  good,  as  it 
must  embrace  principles  to  reach  the  comprehension.  A  part  of  every  bible  of  peculiar 
faith  has  a  part  of  religion  mixed'with  it.  The  situation  of  the  world  requires  the  full 
and  comprehensive  exercise  of  religion,  not  base  mixtures,  as  was  and  is  done  at  Rome, 
u  China,  America,  the  world.  All  the  morality,  religion,  and  good  ostensibly  derived  from 
peculiar  faith^  as  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahomedanism,  Mormonism,  Brahminism,  Bhud- 
own,  Confucianism,  Lamaisra,  are  derived  from  God's  fund,  religion.  All  this  is  by  the 
immutable  laws  of  nature,  that  display  God  Supreme,  sublime  in  intelligencetPowex^  .aj>d 
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goodness.  ChriBtianity  has  its  pretended  revelation,  ajs  Judaism ;  bat  religion  mnsi 
look  to  the  universe,  its  annual  and  eternal  record  for  the  truth.  Short  of  that,  mind 
cannot  find  it. 

Mind  has  the  world-machinery,  now  let  it  put  it  into  motion  roost  certainly,  as  other- 
wise useless  to  the  people,  who  should  act  at  once,  constantly  and  rightly.  What  is 
rational  faith  ?  You  need  not  be  alarmed  that  any  of  the  degraded  examples  of  com- 
pulsion or  seduction  of  peculiar  faith  will  be  imitated  by  rational  faith.  She  abhors  all 
such.  When  there  is  anything  wrong  in  her  circle,  it  is  improper  construction,  that 
must  be  amended.  Her  voice,  not  that  of  her  advocates,  her  principles,  not  their  policy » 
are  to  be  canvassed.  Natural  religion  and  revealed  faith  do  not  harmonize.  As  they 
clash,  one  is  surely  wrong.  The  first  cannot  possibly  have  any  sectarianism ;  the  last 
is  made  up  with  it,  blasphemous  to  God,  unjust  to  man,  not  dealing  in  fact,  but  in  sophistry 
and  cant,  itevelation  takes  away  free  agency  of  mind,  and  makes  no  merit  in  reason. 
Revelation  is  not  begun  by  books. 

The  highest  moral  or  religious  reformation  is  rational,  with  God  for  the  standard. 

The  ancients  are  quoted  to  us  as  if  they  had  fathomed  all  science,  whereas  they  knew 
but  little  of  it  accurately ;  hence  their  miserable  blunders  about  faith,  morals,  and  above 
aD,  rational  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  alone  was  known  to  them.  None  knew  of  monotheism  in  its  purity* 
for  the  priestocracy  was  in  every  thing  the  alloy  with  pure  metal.  Rational  religion  is 
before  the  age,  if  the  priestocracy  will  let  alone  what  is  right. 

It  deals  in  facts  of  reason.  It  is  obligatory  on  the  World,  the  people  as  patriots  and 
citizens,  good  and  true,  to  carry  out  the  rational  and  religious  principles.  How  have 
they  been  met  ?  Have  the  people  made  themselves  acquainted  with  them,  as  essential 
as  the  noblest  principles  of  freedom  ?  Will  the  priestocracy  begin  to  do  justice  to  such 
a  sublime  cause,  when  they  are  in  the  quagmire  of  their  own  peculiar  self-interest  and 
correspondent  faiths  ?  Do  they  pretend  to  meet  any  real  issues  when  they  take  hold  of 
the  little  unessential  points  of  controversial  errors,  not  the  pure  and  inmiutable  prin- 
ciples 1 

Rational  religion  teaches  to  realize  the  beauties,  strength  and  virtue  of  the  world, 
to  read  it  as  it  is,  and  elicit  therefrom  all  that  is  practicably  good.  Have  you  put  your- 
self on  investigation  of  what  its  system  is  capable  ?  Do  you  know  the  relative  capa- 
cities of  the  different  systems  1  The  chaste  aspirations  of  rational  religion  tend  to  pro- 
duce a  generous  rivalry  throughout  the  world,  while  she  is  competent  to  arrest  and 
silence  all  the  collisions  of  sects,  no  matter  where  and  how  widely  diffused,  relying,  as 
she  does,  on  obvious  plain  facts,  and  a  convincing  demonstration. 

Her  great  triumph  is,  that  souls  cannot,  otherwise  than  by  her  inherent  elements  of 
uniform  protection,  be  best  prepared  for  close  of  life,  either  by  contingency  or  in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  and  that  by  fiction  of  peculiar  faith  that  usurps  her  capital. 

That  thing  of  contingent  repentance  by  preaching  of  the  gospel  or  not,  believing  ikr 
not,  is  unsound  and  irrational,  and  nothing  after  it  is  supposed  to  be  established.  The 
soundest  state  of  the  world^s  mind  requires  proper  proof,  and  ere  that  be  given  of  the 
gospel,  that  never  has  been  properly  proved,  the  soul  passes  into  another  state  of  exist- 
ence.    Where  would  the  .soul  have  been  but  for  its  inherent  elements  of  religion  1 

Mind  had  not  been  able  to  meet  all  this  contingency,  if  God  had  not  instituted  an 
almighty  providence.  The  pretence  of  the  gospel  men  that  theirs  is  the  only  way  to  be 
saved,  is  an  insult  to  a  freeman's  mind.  The  horrid  picture  they  draw  of  monotheism, 
as  certain  to  destroy  »  man's  soul  for  present  and  future  happiness,  is  unparalleled  im- 
position. 

Rational  religion  teaches  us  to  act  so  that  all  ages  may  be  satisfied  thatjustice  is  done» 
that  philosophy  approves,  science  portrays  and  conscience  confides  in.  AfVer  all  the 
sectarian  denunciations  of  monotheism,  you  will  find  the  most  awful  ignorance  of  prin- 
ciples, not  only  among  the  people,  but  their  ministers.  Now,  cannot  they  be  at  least 
modest  in  all  this  matter  !  They  affirm  to  the  monotheism  of  the  Jews'  peculiar  faith » 
as  it  was,  and  deny  tliat  of  the  perfect  unity  of  God,  pure  and  immutable  as  mind  can  now 
make  it !  While  the  whole  of-  Christianity  have  to  stdvocate  the  peculiar  faith  doctrines  of 
the  Oki  Testament  to  reach- their  own  position,  they  most  inconsistently  betray  them- 
selves in  regard  to  tlie  only  pure  religion,  which  they  libel.  Monotheism  commenced 
with  mind  smd  time,  for  the  good  of  both,  whereas  peculiar  faith  commenced  long  ai\er 
both,  with  the  priestocracy  to  corrupt  both.  Who  would  give  the  title-bond  indisputa- 
ble of  the  first  for  the  counterfeits  of  the  last  1  The  theological  sophists  liave  tried 
to  supersede  rational  religion  by  their  own  peculiar  faith.  Uulees  we  institute  rational 
religion  as  a  consummation,  we  stop  short  of  the  ultimate  final  earthly  dignity,  as  we 
would  mar  the  soul's  dignity  by  merely  closing  with  mind.  There  can  be  no  true  hu- 
mility but  through  the  recognition  of  God.    This  produces  the  ooly  true  coaveraion^  a» 
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it  begeta  the  most  entire  confidence,  and  the  most  conclusiye  resipfnation  to  his  divine 
will,  that  is  supreme  in  justice  and  intelligence.  All  this  position  looks  relatively  at  all 
maiikiad,  in  regard  to  merits  and  retributive  justice.  The  doctrine  that  a  child  or  per- 
son is  prepared  for  future  happiness  under  a  certain  age,  or  of  a  certain  way  of  belief 
or  faith,  and  beyond  or  out  of  that,  no  matter  how  close,  condemned,  is  odious,  detesta- 
ble, and  abominable,  revolting  to  all  principles  of  justice  and  intelligence.  The  world 
has  to  adopt  the  system  of  rational  religion  sooner  or  later,  as  **  the  truth,  the  whole 
tnith,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,"  for  the  people,  the  whole  people,  and  nothing  but  the* 
people — for  mind,  rational  and  religious.  Then  things  will  be  called  by  their  right 
names.  Under  this  position,  the  church,  the  hierarchy,  the  priestocracy  get  all  that 
honest  and  truthful  tnodest  people  ought  to  ask  for.  The  people  are  the  proper  guar- 
dians of  the  world,  and  should  act  for  each  other  in  all  legitimate  constitutional  ways. 
What  is  a  worse  animal  than  man,  when  irrational  ?  He  is  a  mixture  of  nearly  all  the 
animals,  when  debased.  .Surely,  the  whole  comprehension  of  rationality  can  best  pro- 
tect him.  What  state  in  this  world  is  that  wherein  the  people  can  get  along  with  the 
least  evil,  sin,  difficulty  and  antagonism  ?  Is  it  Christianity,  or  any  best  of  peculiar 
faith  ?  AH  such,  as  sectarianism,  presents  antagonism.  As  a  necessary  consequence, 
it  is  monotheism.  Wise,  honest,  truthful  and  faithful  people  ought  to  give  up  the  useless 
contest.  The  wise  man  will  not  commit  himself  to  a  bad  cause,  nor  leave  a  good  one ; 
therefore  he  will  adapt  himself  always  best  to  the  circumstances  of  his  creation,  with  pro- 
f-er  reference  to  present  and  future  improvement.  What  is  harmful  in  rational  religion  ? 
is  the  parson^s  objurgation  any  argument  ?  If  monotheism  be  right,  as  rational  mind  must 
coo5>cientiously  believe,  is  it  not  the  most  infamous  blasphemy  to  oppose  it  ?  By  this 
pcsition  only  can  justice  be  done  all  nations.  The  advocates  of  peculiar  iaith  assume 
their  usurpation.  Religion  should  cause  the  world  to  avoid  all  sophistry,  let  alone 
sli  filse  pretences  in  faith.  Monotheism  is  the  only  correct  view  of  the  Almighty 
Creator  of  the  universe.  What  can  give  a  more  exalted  idea  ?  All  peculiar  faiths  are 
ungrateful  prodigals,  that  have  to  bow  to  the  majesty  of  monotheism,  tlieir  mistress. 
Theirs  is  a  false  position,  of  subordinates. 

What  can  all  the  peculiar  faith  people  do  with  monotheism  ?  Their  best  efforts  are 
futile  against  this,  the  only  religious  doctrine  of  God.  Well,  say  they,  their  bible  doc- 
trine must  be  true,  and  the  only  word  of  God,  and  that  those  who  dissent  must  be 
a^inst  their  God.  The  only  proper  answer  to  any  question  depends  on  the  nature  of 
i'i,  discovered  on  correct  analysis.  Now,  all  their  position  is  not  only  the  most  danger- 
ous sophistry,  but  it  is  really  right  down  blasphemy. 

The  bible-god  only  has  one  flat  four-cornered  world,  that  rested  on  pillars,  and  a 
hemisphere  of  heavens  for  his  creation,  and  peculiar  characteristics  besides.  He  is  the 
(^od  that  for  four  thousand  years  restricted  himself  to  one  small  people,  the  Jews,  and 
lefl  the  balance  of  the  world  and  creation  to  shift  for  themselves.  Then  he  left  even  on 
this  globe  alone,  some  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  generations  of  the  people,  allowing 
two  hundred  millions  for  each  of  thirty  years,  some  twenty-six  billions  of  mankind,  most 
r«'cklcssly  for  that  time.  To  such  absurd  results  do  all  the  peculiar  bible-mongers 
(*oine.  This  is  too  great  a  God-libel  for  the  most  vulgar  unsophicated  mind  to  accept. 
People  have  not  thought  of  these  things.  But  they  pretend  that  all  the  combined  wis- 
dom of  the  ancient  philosophers  and  systemizers  never  could  originate  the  idea  that 
the  Jew  bible  did.  And  what  does  that  prove,  after  all  1  Religion  ?  Not  at 
ait ;  only  that  Judaism  was  a  peculiar  faith  doctrine,  and  even  that  not  original,  as 
Mosps,  the  writers  affirm,  was  skilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians.  Surely,  it 
would  pester  any  rational  mind  to  follow,  much  less  invent,  such  absurd  doctrines.  No 
wonder  the  Hebrews  were  always  wrong  in  this  superstition,  when  they  were  misled 
all  the  time  from  the  right  influence  of  mind. 

They  were  not  permitted  to  use  the  noble  and  independent  prerogatives  of  mind,  but 
^ere  ignominiously  tied  down  to  all  vassal  restrictions  of  mind.  How  could  they  ex- 
trirat^  themselves  ?  They  could  not  escape  from  military,  political,  nor  priestocracy- 
harbarism,  and  are  suffering  to  this  day,  the  bitterest  dregs  of  that  odious  and  abomina- 
te superstition,  the  remnant  of  a  denationalized  people,  an  exotic  on  the  globe.  What 
a  cores  to  their  nation. 

Where,  in  the  mean  time,  was  that  pure  rational  religion,  that  exalts  the  world,  and 
ennobles  mind  ?    The  Jews  never  possessed  it. 

W^hat,  after  all  the  boastings  of  the  priestocracy,  all  their  falsifications  of  history  of 
the  world,  this  was  not  possessed  by  the  world  1  , 

All  their  pretensions  about  the  philosophers  not  finding  it,  are  absurd  and  silly,  for 
all  their  systems  fall  short  of  it.  What  is  Christianity  1  Aye,  one  of  the  worst  of 
5f<'iariani8ms,  and  pagan  at  that,  all  of  which  have  the  elements  of  death  in  them- 
wUes.    The  whole  brood  of  Judaism  down  to  Mormonism,  is  in  that  category. 
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What,  the  Son  of  God,  sectarian  and  pagan  ?  Yes,  as  much  as  Foe,  Fohi  or  Bhod<f, 
his  prototype,  many  years  before  him.  AH  are  ignominious  sectarianisms,  distinct  from 
monotheism  or  rational  religion,  the  only  one  legitimate  or  in  existence. 

How,  but  by  usurpation,  effrontery  and  monopoly,  haye  they  triumphed  ?  They  have 
crushed  and  silenced  the  lawful  heirs,  because  the  mind  of  the  world  was  not  competent 
to  defend  its  rights. 

Have  not  mind  and  science  done  all  that  we  see  done,  by  the  conservative  principles 
df  God  1  The  Jews  had  no  just  conceptions  of  the  God  of  the  Universe,  certainly  not 
of  his  attributes,  nor  of  rational  religion,  that  is  the  best  action  of  duty  on  the  highest 
appreciation  to  God  and  man. 

There  is  no  just  idea  of  a  God,  but  in  monotheism,  and  that  of  cburse,  the  Jews  did 
not  have.  Their  whole  doctrine  was  of  a  peculiar  god,  that  had  a  peculiar  people, 
that  claimed  him  as  their  peculiar  protector  against  the  world,  and  thus  setting  the 
whole  world  at  variance  with  itself  and  religion !  Were  there. ever  such  ignorance  and 
presumption?  Such  blasphemy,  unless  with  the  modern  priestocracy,  who  do  not 
know  what  they  say,  when  they  affect  the  Jews  had  pretensions  to  religion,  much  less 
the  God  of  the  Universe  !  when  they  did  not  know  either?  How  stupid  is  even  the 
worst  Jesuit,  to  commit  himself  on  these  false  pretences !  The  lights  of  monotheism 
will  disclose  at  once  the  whole  idea  of  church  sopliistry,  which  no  man  can  duly 
estimate,  till  he  sees  and  hears  the  whole.  What  is  their  faith  ?  Peculiar.  They  act 
against  monotheism  with  perfect  assassination,  having  broken  into  the  chambers  of 
religion,  and  carried  off  a  caricature,  a  pretended  original,  peculiar  faith,  to  oppress  the 
world.     With  all  seeming  fairness,  they  befouled  the  whole  world. 

The  bible-people  cannot  touch  the  subject  of  monotheism  that  towers  in  the  sublimity 
of  its  own  greatness,  established  by  its  immortal  author. 

All  that  they  say  against  it  impeaches  them,  because  all  their  side  is  of  men,  not  of 
God,  for  they  continually  libel  God.  Monotheism  was  the  first  and  only  religion  neces- 
sarily  instituted,  all  others  are  pretenders ;  then  peculiar  faith,  as  Judaism,  and  all  her 
brood  Christianity,  Mahommedanism  and  Mormonism,  are  all  pagan,  parricides  and  assas- 
sins. The  opponents  of  monotheism,  oflen  do  not  understand,  and  the  bible-partisans 
misrepresent  the  object,  as  if  it  were  a  pity  that  sectarianism,  peculiar  faiths,  and  their 
bibles,  should  be  put  down.  But,  as  the  last  cannot  stand,  but  must  fall,  monotheism 
must  be  elevated  to  her  dignified  rank  in  the  world.  Her  purity  was  never  conceived 
by  the  adherents  of  Judaism  nor  her  offspring.  Her  dignity  is  above  all  peculiar 
faiths.  Yet  their  ministers  pretend  that  a  change  from  the  peculiar  bible-faith,  would 
necessarily  result  in  atheism. 

That  is  not  the  fact  at  all,  but  the  reverse  for  the  better,  if  the  truth  be  foUowed 
rightly.  Polytheism  and  atheism  are  convertible — monotheism  is  above  both.  Such 
pretend  that  all  the  so-called  wise  men  of  the  ancient  world,  could  not  devise  a  proper 
system  of  religion,  and  tliat  God  devoted  all  of  four  thousand  years  to  their  trial.  All 
this  is  perfect  nonsense.  All  these  pretenders,  with  their  philosophers,  stuck  in  quag- 
mire. Action  of  mind  on  mind,  only  evolves  in  time  the  appropriate  results  in  all 
matters  that  concern  the  world.  Will  these  ministers  fix  time  and  mind-limits,  by  their 
absurd  standard  ?  All  the  peculiar  faith  philosophers,  with  all  their  bibles,  have  done 
nothing  for  the  God*  of  the  universe.  Under  the  misrepresentation  of  polytheists  and 
atheists,  who  have  not  their  eyes  open  to  their  own  blindness,  monotheism  cuts  short 
immortal  hopes  in  a  future  state  !  The  simple  question  might  be  asked,  are  the  unprin- 
cipled opponents  mind-deranged  bible-bullies  ?  Some  of  polytheists  deplore  under  lii© 
state  of  ruins,  necessarily  arising  from  the  destructive  elements  of  their  faith  Christ- 
ianity, that  atheism  will  be  tlie  result.  Atheism  is  as  good  as  polytlieism,  botli  axe 
absurd.  But  monotheism  results,  if  man  have  the  whole  truth,  and  ti-ust  the  balance  to 
the  God  of  truth.  The  bible  stands  or  falls  on  this  proposition,  that  it  must  be  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  which  is  not  supported  by  true  time 
for  the  author  of  even  a  part  of  those  scriptures.  It  is  utterly  imjiossible  for  Moses  lo 
have  been  the  sole  author  of  the  first  five  books  as  claimed,  since  no  man  can  write 
his  own  obituary,  and  other  matters  subsequent  to  his  history. 

But  the  polytheists  will  not  let  monotheists  die  peaceably,  but  advance  their  pious 
frauds,  as  if  that  altered  the  correct  position  of  religion. 

When  polytheism  resorts  to  such  shifts,  she  is  nearly  run  out. 

Too  many  people,  on  their  supposed  death-beds,  have  proved  a  triumph,  satisfied  to 
resign  their  spirit  to  the  Creator  alone.  Indeed,  what  oUier  is  the  safe  position  ?  All 
the  clan  of  priestocracy,  along  with  their  laity,  may  pretend  otherwise,  but  is  it  not  an 
insidious  malign  pretence  to  deceive  the  world  ?  IS  either  polytheists  nor  atheists,  with 
all  their  advocacy,  can  touch  monotheism  that  was  God-writlcn  from  the  first,  that  has 
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been  most  awkwardly  imitated,  and  most  ungratefully  libeled  by  the  two  first.  Bui 
how  are  heresies,  the  heterodox  faiths,  to  be  managed?  By  the  orthodox.  Facts 
only  declare  for  monotheism. 

Tbe  world  will  be  savage,  barbarous  and  hostile  in  parts,  till  that  is  universal ;  of 
so  much  consequence  is  rational  religion  to  decide  mind^s  refined  rationality. 

People  may  talk  of  polytheism  and  atheism,  but  monotheism  is  what  all  are  bound  to 
come  to,  if  right  be  the  world.  Mere  toleration  will  not  do  :  the  world  has  to  act  right, 
the  sooner  the  better.  This  declares  that  the  True  God  can  only  be  read  of  through 
ihc  universe  by  mind. 

Then  this  matter  of  monotheism  is  God^s,  not  man's,  that  renders  it  truly  hol^,  just, 

Cxi  and  true.  Are  not  the  principles  of  monotheism  conservative,  and  of  God  ? 
t  any  opponent  deny  this,  truthfully,  if  he  can.  His  own  utter  ignorance  will  alone 
save  him  from  being  considered  unprincipled.  As  nothing  but  principles  will  carry  a 
ratjonal  being  properly  through  life,  then  monotheism,  that  authorizes  and  enjoins  them, 
is  absolutely  essential.  The  principles  of  monotheism  permit  no  popes  nor  priestocra- 
cies,  peculiar  gods,  people,  nor  messiahships. 

Monotheism  sanctions  no  position  at  all,  of  unprincipled  characters,  who  renounce 
bibles  to  get  rid  of  moral  and  religious,  civil,  social  and  relative  dutiesj  but  requires  all 
rational  beings  to  improve  in  all  principles,  to  the  most  refined  civilization. 

What  immorality  in  those  who  object  pretendedly  to  monotheism,  that  they  cannot 
touch,  to  support  trash  that  cannot  support  itself  without  hire,  bribery  and  corruption  to 
perjury.    Let  the  whole  truth  be  told. 

The  errors  of  mind  are  not  to  be  put  to  the  account  of  monotheism.  The  last  is 
perfect  as  of  God  ;  the  other  is  more  or  less  objectionable,  as  of  men,  as  it  departs 
&om  the  noble  principles  of  the  last 

Monotheism  is  unapproachable  by  atheism  and  polytheism,  in  their  devices  and  rami- 
fieations.  Then  let  no  good  citizen  define  monotheism  by  mind's  errors,  but  by  God's 
principles. 

Those  who  think  a  pious  fraud  by  the  scriptures  no  sin,  had  better  take  up  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  of  monotheism,  the  only  way  that  God  re- 
reals  himself  to  mind. 

I  invoke  the  sublimest  protection  of  all  that  mind  can  rear,  for  refined  civilization  of 
the  world,  all  that  true  religion,  monotheism,  can  do  for  mankind.  It  is  she  alone  that 
is  hallowed  by  God  himself;  let  all  blasphemous  idolaters  and  libelers  beware  how 
they  encroach  on  God's  sacred  functions.  It  is  the  cause  they  must  look  at,  not  the 
adrocates.  How  few  can  see  the  remote,  proper,  comprehensive  bearing  of  subjects, 
especially  in  monotheism  ?  The  minister  of  peculiar  bible  faith,  berates  that  position, 
sophisticating  the  whole  subject,  seeking  to  prejudice  the  people,  and  winds  up  after  all, 
Klf-exposed  and  condemned  in  the  infamous  attack  of  a  subject,  that  he,  all  his  aid,  the 
whole  world's  peculiar  faith  cannot  touch. 

The  priestocracy  are  wound  up  by  the  sublime  subject  of  monotheism.  Man  must 
Dot  for^e  his  judgment  for  any  man,  when  it  is  founded  on  right  justice  and  reason, 
otherwise  he  cannot  form  it. 

Mind  must  avoid  bigotry,  injustice  and  intentional  error,  as  it  most  conclusively  does 
ifi  monotheism.  * 

The  world  should  possess  an  honorable  analysis  and  action,  despite  of  all  social,  civil 
or  ecclesiastical  despotism.  Can  we  expect  the  world  to  do  itself  justice,  when  it  does 
not  know  what  is  justice  ?  The  whole  world  should  be  able  to  think  justly  for  itself,  in 
^  matters  of  mind  and  religion,  which  is  the  height  of  refined  civilization. 

Monotheism  originates  all  the  virtues  of  all  the  peculiar  faiths,  without  their  vices, 
errors  and  crimes.  Religion  ought  to  reflect  as  a  mirror  the  attributes  of  God,  and 
noblest  elevation  of  mind.     None  but  monotheism  can  do  that. 

If  there  be  one  only  truth  on  earth,  it  is  monotheism  or  rational  religion.  It  is  the 
loneliest  of  all  principles,  as  it  comprehends  all — all  truth  practicable  for  mortals.  The 
priestocracy  that  oppose  it,  expose  themselves  every  step,  not  only  their  nakedness, 
but  their  deformity  and  obliquity.  They  think  themselves  the  privileged  class  to  attack 
it,  bnt  in  that  is  their  peatest  weakness,  as  all  theirs  is  the  veriest  patchwork  on  pre- 
yioiis  botch-work.  Monotheisn  can  gloriously  triumph  over  all  prejudices,  all  sectarian- 
I'ms;  all  uncivilized  fragments  of  peculiar  education.  It  is  the  interest,  the  highest 
<luty  of  all  intelligent  minds,  to  Uy  hold  of  it,  to  put  down  all  sectional,  sectarian  dema- 
gopsQi  ol  the  whole,  world,  especially  of  the  priestocracy,  which  ought  to  be  discarded 
as  its  cause,  the  way  they  oppose  monotheism.  The  whole  world  ought  to  know  ana- 
lytically what  monotheism  is,  and  most  gratefully  thank  their  God  that  they  can  do  so. 
Monotheism  is  sacred,  is  God-created.  Its  sublime  supremacy  is  over  all  peculiar 
^ths,  it  rises  the  only  representative  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  pure,  innocent  and 
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unsullied,  though  unsung,  yet  most  honored  and  glorious.  Stop,  priestocracy,  yocrr 
vulgar  blasphemous  babblings. 

Monotheism  is  the  only  means  for  the  world  to  adjust  itself  to  all  the  developments  of 
time.  She  is  God-given,  adapted  to  the  best  faculty  of  man's  soul,  his  conscience,  and 
is  the  highest  duty  to  God  and  the  universe,  to  mankind  and  the  world. 

The  bible  bullies  cannot  touch  monotheism,  though  their  language  is' vulgar,  and  their 
intentions  blasphemous.  That  is  monotheism  that  ever  perfects  the  best  system  of 
most  refined  civilization  of  mankind,  throughout  the  world.  The  world  owes  it  to 
itself,  to  analyze  its  position.  Release  not  your  creation- birth-right  rational  religion, 
for  all  the  peculiar  faiths  of  all  the  world  priestocracy,  who  should  not  succeed  if  they 
were  to  pay  the  world  to  accept  their  pretences.  Monotheism  is  something  worth  look> 
ing  at,  whereas  there  is  no  truth  uttered  by  the  priestocracy  about  peculiar  faith,  that 
has  no  existence.  The  monotheists  must  be  organized.  The  books  of  monothei&^m 
have  no  peculiarity  or  any  mysteries.  They  teach  that  the  people  of  the  world  are  bound 
one  to  another.  That  man  is  a  social  •:»eing,  and  would  go  right  in  affections  without 
antagonism,  unless  others  excite  a  contrary  interest.  The  world  has  been  harassed 
time  out  of  mind,  by  supposed  contrary  interests  for  church  and  priestocracy  specula- 
tion, whereas  monotheism  unites  the  whole  in  one  paramount  necessary  duty,  that  of 
rational  reUgion.  Therefore  the  world  has  never  analyzed  tliis  subject  faithfully. 
Give  the  world  the  subject  of  monotheism,  and  all  will  have  to  come  to  the  same  mam 
conclusions.  Religion  is  to  civilize  the  world,  now  how  can  you  by  pecuhar  faith, 
bring  all  the  others  to  civilization  ?    They  will  reverse  it. 

Having  completely  satisfied  myself  of  the  validity  of  monotheism,  considering  it  one 
of  the  most  high-minded  of  my  life,  it  now  remains  for  me  to  introduce  it  before  the 
whole  world,  as  most  worthy  of  its  notice  and  adoption.  This  subject  of  monotheism 
is  endless.  The  monotheists  have  their  minds  in  constant  abeyance  to  true  humility, 
confidence  and  gratitude  to  the  author  of  perfection,  and  go  for  thanksgivings,  humilia- 
tion  and  abstenyousness,  not  fasting,  all  the  time. 

Some  minds  may  affect  or  act  as  if  God  had  no  particular  care  :  if  polytheists  find 
fault  with  any  appreciation  by  monotheists,  they  will  please  help  amend  all  that  is  im- 
perfect. They  should  know  that  monotheism  expands,  while  peculiar  faith  contracts 
the  characteristics  of  God  and  mind.  But  mind  has  not  taught  men  right.  There  is 
the  point  of  difficulty,  which  has  but  rational  mind  under  rational  religion  ?  What  has 
all  the  pretence  of  revelation  done  ?  What  were  more  contemptible  than  the  Jewish 
notions  of  an  adulterated  priestocracy  speculation  that  was  as  far  from  religion  as  their 
peculiar  god  was  removed  from  the  G<k1  of  the  universe  1  As  wrong  as  that,  Christi- 
anity, that  is  founded  on  it,  is  worse.  The  Jews  made  one  peculiarity,  and  the  chris- 
tians make  several,  whereas  monotheism  declares  for  no  peculiarity.  She  teaches  that 
God  established  all  his  immutable  laws,  of  course,  at  the  creation  of  the  universe,  of 
which  this  world  is  only  part,  when  all  matters  were  created. 

But  how  shall  all  this  matter  be  fairly  decided  1  Bigots  and  priestocracies  will  put 
down  all  books  not  of  their  faith,  as  they  are  after  their  peculiar  faith,  not  truth.  Will 
they  not  run  from  the  advocates  of  monotheism,  or  evade  the  justice  of  the  position  by 
proscribing  all  their  books  before  as  much  of  the  world  as  they  can  influence  to  a  false 
position  and  opinion  ?  • 

I  have  seen  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  avoid  monotheists,  to  avoid  meeting  their 
propositions  on  premium  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  their  scriptures.  Monotheists  have 
no  peculiarity  about  their  principles ;  for  if  they  possess  anything  of  this,  there  is  some- 
thing wrong.  The  principles  should  be  modestly  but  firndy  advocated,  by  dissemina- 
tion of  facts.  All  pecuhar  faiths  unite  speculation,  while  pure  monotheism  excludes  all 
such.  It  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  for  some  people  to  take  a  correct  and  firm 
stand,  and  hold  out  to  the  consummation,  but  on  this  platform  mind  can  hold  most  con- 
scientiously and  knowingly.     There  is  no  doubt  about  all  this. 

I  know  that  the  vulgar,  who  adopt  the  loose  ideas  of  deism,  as  trammeled  by  pre- 
vious restrictious,  or  those  that  libel  the  correct  position,  think  that  it  is  to  cut  looso 
from  all  moral  and  orderly  restraints,  but  the  highest  of  all  monotheism  puts  no  such 
constructions,  as  it  feels  bound  to  the  noblest  principles  of  rational  religion.  It  is  no 
more  accountable  for  loose  constructions  or  malign  libels,  than  one  peculiar  faith  is  ac- 
countable for  the  peculiarities  of  the  other  faiths.  She  holds  no  peculiar  dogma,  nor 
can  hold  any,  and  if  it  be  put  in  her  sacred  precincts,  mind,  refined  in  its  noblest  civi- 
lization will  exclude  it.  We  are  not  spiritual  but  rational  beings  on  tliis  earth,  hence 
religion  is  rational  that  includes  all  that  may  be  spiritual.  Rational  religion  teaches 
mankind  to  attain  the  highest  of  all  that  is  lofty,  magnificent,  and  sublime. 

What  is  the  good  of  monotheism  ?  All  good,  to  cut  down  all  the  false  pretences  of 
polytheism  or  trinitarianism,  and  nonsense  of  atheism,  all  paganism. 
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If  there  were  no  other  means  for  mind  to  do  better  in  belief  or  faith,  then  I  would  be 
siieot;  but  here  is  the  glorious  rational  religion  deserted  for  a  false  faith,  and  all  that 
15  degnding  in  the  frame-work  for  perjury,  if  carried  out,  and  does  cause  millions  to 
damn  themselves  by  perjury,  and  risks  their  souls  any  way.  Is  this  manly,  Ameri- 
can, or  republican  1  Can  any  honest  mind  require  of  the  world  a  sacriAcc  of  all 
Hat  is  sacred  before  God,  for  the  minor,  base  considerations  of  no  value — devices 
QTiuaokind  ? 

Ratioaal  religion  gives  justice,  and  deals  in  beneficence.  Monotheism  has  conserva- 
Uft  priDciples  of  the  universe,  adores  tlie  Creator  in  his  supreme  and  eternal  unity. 

All  defects  apparent  are  in  the  mind  of  the  receiver  or  the  imparter,  and  not  in  the 

pOfttUOQ. 

i  do  not  declare  my  individual  opinions,  only  as  the  exponent  of  rational  religion,  and 
ibide  all  correction  that  is  legitimate.  All  the  unprincipled  opponents  of  religion,  advo- 
cites  of  peculiar  faith,  ought  to  remedy  all  the  defects  of  monothcism^s  exposition, 
which  is  not  monotheism,  if  wrong.  She  depends  on  her  principles,  God-given,  not 
fills  00  man^s  exposition.  She  has  no  priestocracy.  All,  as  people,  whether  tliey  will 
ar  oo,  are  under  the  holy  banners  of  religion.  WUl  they,  as  rational  minds,  improve  it, 
Ui  the  lofUest  rationality  ? 

I  koow  that  rational  religion  is  the  right  and  safe  side,  God^s,  nature^s,  truth^s,  rea- 
eoo's.  that  of  the  universe.     Rational  religion  forever,  and  notlung  less. 

AH  questions  of  rational  religion  can  only  be  answered  properly  by  the  whole  com- 
prehension of  the  universe,  the  world,  mind,  all  God-relations.  ^Nothing  short  of  that 
Will  do  for  the  immortal  soul.  This  world  and  universe-wide  problem  has  to  be  solved. 
Tbea  how  can  a  petty,  paltry  book  called  bible,  meet  the  correct  position,  condemned, 
positirely  convicted,  by  line  and  precept,  of  being  anything  else  1 

ReUgion  covers  the  whole  ground  of  rational  mind  victoriously,  as  the  God-gift  from 
mind-creation,  while  peculiar  faith  only  pretends  to  help  tlic  peculiar  possessor,  an  in- 
truder into  the  legitimate  premises  of  the  first,  that  is  as  ancient  as  mind,  while  peculiar 
faith  sprouts  up  like  a  mushroom,  a  mere  fungus,  a  parasite  of  the  moment,  and  always 
suisequent  to  mind^s  functions,  that  clearly  rule  all  its  nefarious  innovations,  as  futile 
and  impotent. 

This  thing  will  not  do  at  all.  When  we  say  rational  religion  irradiates  rational 
mind,  we  mean  mind  cultivated  to  its  proper  state,  regulated  by  conservative  princi- 
ples, that  guard  it  strictly  against  lust,  drunkenness,  absolutism,  especially  peculiar  faith, 
and  the  obnoxious  peculiar  education. 

The  world  needs  religion  of  principles,  to  cause  mankind  to  solve  the  noblest  prob- 
lem of  mind,  that  has  not  been  accomplished  bv  any  one  nation.  The  United  States 
eommeDced  the  problem,  now  the  way  is  clear,  let  their  actions  in  clear  light  prove. 

No  extraordinary  tradition  can  be  truthful  as  of  religion,  as  all  such  are  incompatible 
with  the  immutability  and  perfection  of  Deity.  As  all  honorable  religious  positions  are 
necessarily  truthful,  they  cannot  be  less  than  rational.  All  religion  is  in  order,  none 
can  be  extraordinaiy. 

Ail  bibles  aflfecttng  tradition,  that  are  not  rational,  are  not  truthful,  therefore  not 
reli^oua. 

All  rationality  is  compatible  with  truth,  and  all  faith  that  is  not  compatible  with  the 
first  must  be  excluded  by  the  last.  There  can  be  no  religion  but  what  is  rational,  and 
^  £uth  that  is  good  must  be  consistent  thereto.  Who  has  religion  1  All  rational 
^lagB ;  they  that  do  must  justice  to  their  fellow  man  extend  it  in  the  scale  of  ra- 
tionality. 

Is  not  Christianity  religion  ?  Not  a  particle  of  it.  How  come  Christians  to  excel 
the  world  ?  They  do  not.  Those  that  are  good,  are  so  by  mind  that  is  relatively  ra- 
tiuoal.  What  is  Christianity  ?  Western  buddhism,  and  all,  paganism.  All  are  equal, 
&Qd  differ  only  in  the  relative  state  of  mind  that  is  either  more  or  less  rational. 

The  monotbeist  knows  certainly,  that  God^s  word,  cause  and  effect,  declare  to  the 
whole  universe  what  religion  is.  Now  peculiar  faith  has  none  of  it,  but  is  in  conflict 
thereto,  and  as  it  is  antagonistic  to  principles,  as  a  culprit  and  felon  the  blasphemy  of 
all,  excludes  all.  Their  stapidity  prevents  their  seeing.  Instead  of  being  hostile  to  the 
siithor,  they  ought  to  be  ^niefm  for  the  exposure,  and  amend  their  ways  by  the  iUus- 
trious  light  of  rational  religion. 

L«t  an  intelligent,  honest  press  do  me,  itself,  God,  mirtd,  justice.  If  people  were  to 
perpetrate  crimes  on  goveniroent  as  they  do  against  religion,  by  peculiar  faith,  they 
could  be  rightly  adjudged  monsters  of  iniquity,  fraud,  deception,  tories  and  traiton*. 
They  do  not  act  man-like  nor  God-like,  but  prieatoc racy-like.  It  is  not  partisan  feel- 
ings, but  justice  to  be  evoked,  in  this  momentous  subject.  Let  all  the  feelings  legiti- 
mate be  aroused,  but  let  them  be  established  on  just  views. 
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"V\Tiether  principals  or  protestants,  you  go  for  religion  ?  All  of  it,  in  its  pnrity ,  but  i 
none  of  peculiar  faith,  bibles,  or  people.  But  does  monotheism  conflict  widi  peculiar  i 
faith  ?  No,  sir.  The  last  has  counterteited  it  all  the  time,  and  libeled  truth.  Peculiar 
faith  perpetrates  fraud,  and  sustains  it  with  bloodshed — ^religion  elevates  the  mind  and  ; 
the  world,  all  the  time. 

Why  has  the  world  deserted  rational  religion  ?  Is  it  on  account  of  fool-bibles,  bible- 
bigotry,  bigot  priestocracies,  priest-kings  1  Put  down  all  such  stuff.  The  world  has  to 
put  them  all  down  by  conservative  revolution,  the  sooner  the  better.  The  rational 
world  must  not  let  all  such  take  advantage  of  it  any  longer.  Do  you  call  this  their  pro- 
fession, religion  ?  Are  you  a  monomaniac,  or  is  your  rnind  so  imbecile,  so  degraded 
priestocracy,  as  to  impose  the  base  fund  of  polytheism  and  atheism  for  monotheisni,  on  ' 
the  world  ?  Are  you  so  tory,  as  to  sell  all  that  is  noble  in  mind  and  principle,  for  their 
abomination  ?  Cannot  the  American  people  carry  out  the  great  life,  mind,  soul,  uni- 
verse-religion, the  God-problem  1 

Religion,  that  is  rational,  is  the  sublimest  of  all  creations  ;  next  the  immortal  soul,  it 
towers  to  the  height  of  mind,  the  depth  of  creation. 

Instead  of  making  skepticism,  atheism  and  self-sufficiency,  monotheism  institutes  at 
the  start  rational  religion.  It  has  none  of  the  speculative  mysteries  of  atheism.  Reli- 
gion is  no  mystery  :  it  is  the  highest  rational  duty.  As  man  is  rational  let  him  have 
proper  discussions,  liberal,  &c.,  for  best  improvement. 

The  question  is  not  as  to  the  popularity,  but  its  correctness.  If  popes  were  to  con- 
sult the  propriety  of  religion,  they  would  not  be  prisoners  to  their  own  creed.  A  fair 
trial  and  notning  less,  that  proper  justice  may  be  done  mind  of  the  public,  is  demand- 
ed by  monotheism;  The  principles  of  protection,  are  for  the  paramount  good  of  the 
world^s  society.  All  religious,  is  as  expedient  as  political  discussion,  to  reach  the  ri^ht 
appreciation.     The  truths  of  monotheism  are  sacred. 

In  justice  to  creation  of  mind,  it  should  have  a  proper  religion  of  principles  as  suited 
to  the  whole  human  family,  but  peculiar  faith  is  unsuited  to  all.  Responsibility  of 
mind's  agency  is  comprehended  by  monotheism  presenting  a  proper  potency  over  the 
will,  the  most  characteristic  of  good  qualities.  The  rights  of  rational  education  em- 
brace religion,  that  gives  the  most  exalted  conscience. 

What  is  the  difference  between  deism  and  monotheism  ?  Deism,  the  opponents  say, 
has  been  incompetent  to  defend  religion  or  meet  its  question,  and  monotheism  by  Brande 
has  been  wofully  misconstrued  as  peculiar  faith  illustrated  as  such.  I  adopt  monothe- 
ism as  defining  most  exactly,  all  that  pertains  to  rational  religion. 

She  only  makes  the  refined  gentleman,  in  all  senses  of  the  word  when  she  invests  ra- 
tional mind  with  all  the  purity  of  rational  religion.  One  can  only  live  religious  on  prin- 
ciples, all  others  'are  trifles.  Monotheists  above  all  others  have  to  be  exti  riiiely  thoaght- 
fiu  and  cautious  in  all  their  duties,  else  they  may  sadly  err. 

The  practically  religious,  are  the  rational  religionists.  Social,  moral,  and  religious 
duties,  with  knowledge,  are  implied*in  rational  religion. 

Nothing  less  than  monotheism  can  take  proper  care  of  conscience,  therefore  individu- 
al responsibility  must  demand  at  once  the  absolute  expulsion  of  all  peculiar  faiths.  Pre- 
vention is  godlike,  far  beyond  counteraction,  good  as  it  is,  and  this  monotheism  does  as 
there  is  no  honesty  or  sense  in  faith,  as  mere  faith  is  all  nonsense.  The  professors  of 
such  faith  have  no  bible — ^poor  blockheads,  only  the  humbugs  of  the  priestocracy  who 
have  published  their  false  pretences.  They  have  no  bible  of  their  own,  but  seek  to  make 
hypocrites  and  sophists.  Mind  can  see  the  world  debased  by  drink,  peculiar  education 
and  faith,  and  all  the  peculiar  results.  Now  what  religion  can  all  these  shadows  of 
peculiar  endowments  present  ?  They  end  in  trash,  instead  of  leaving  mind  to  secure 
the  high  purposes  of  creation.  The  religion  of  principles  causes  all  rational  minds  to 
come  the  nearest,  to  be  a  law  unto  themselves. 

In  respect  to  God,  taking  him  for  all  in  all  unity,  the  least  of  all  mistakes  and  the 
least  of  all  atonements  expedient  therefor  would  be  committed.  No  one  but  the  priest- 
ocracy would  start  their  metaphysics,  and  none  but  their  dupes  affiliated  could  receive 
it.  Again,  what  of  all  systems,  including  all  theirs,  if  this  be  wrong  can  be  right,  or 
do  less  error  ?  This  is  the  paramount  question,  if  speculation  was  necessary,  but  we 
have  omnipotent  facts  that  preclude  all  such.  What  is  practicable,  in  all  that  can  be 
started  ?  To  the  God  of  the  universe  is  due  adoration,  gratitude  for  the  divine  faculty 
of  religion  that  has  no  abuses,  no  defects,  that  are  referable  to  peculiar  faiths  of  fallible 
arrogant  minds,  as  of  popes  and  priests. 

The  ennobling  sentiments  of  patriotism  and  philanthropy  emanate  from  religion. 

Reason  may  then  be  the  God  of  monotheists  ?  Not  at  all,  as  it  is  the  agent  to  ap- 
preciate rightly  the  God  of  all.  What  would  the  world  be  but  for  monotheism,  rational 
religion  ?    That  is  liothingariness.     How  can  that  be,  when  all  the  religion,  not  only 
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tn  the  world  bat  in  the  whole  universe,  is  that  ?  All  that  peculiar  faiths  have  is  taken 
altogether  from  this  fount,  and  trade  on  this  capital.  When  detected  in  the  stealth,  they, 
like  convicted  sophists  or  bigots,  fly  from  reason  into  passion,  instead  of  from  the  last 
to  the  first,  and  disavow  honestly,  abjure  truthfully  all  the  blasphemous  plagiary  which 
does  not  avail  them,  but  impoverishes  mind  indeed. 

Monotheism  commands  entire  disbelief  in  all  peculiar  faith^s  bibles  and  priestocracies, 
as  especially  their  peculiar  god,  and  sincere  trust  in  religion  and  the  God  of  the 
universe. 

But  some  do  not  wish  a  change  from  their  vicious  errors  of  faith,  deeming  that  blindly 
adopted  as  taught,  enough.  Such  minds  do  not  wish  to  become  wise  in  wi»iom  of  (rod, 
but  stupidly  persist  in  the  detected,  exposed,  and  exploded  false  pretences  of  dishonest 
men. 

CstaUiah  a  proper  view  of  the  religion  of  principles,  and  then  all  whining  and  cant 
a.boat  faiths  woula  be  at  an  end,  and  all  would  have  fixed  principles.  The  atheist  is 
defective  in  the  comprehension  of  the  whole  subject.  What  principles  have  atheism 
and  polytheism  ?  This  earth,  as  universe,  abides  on  conservative  principles.  Atheism 
and  polytheism  abide  in  their  fixed  dogmatic  bigotries,  roan*s  conceitedness.  The 
moootheiat  adopts  universe  facts,  and  uses  them  for  the  greatest  good  to  rational  mind. 
The  absurd  positions  of  the  others  can  only  abide  for  the  time  of  bigotry. 

What  year  shall  the  monotheist  adopt?  In  the  absence  of  better,  it  will  be  well  to 
adopt  the  year  of  American  Independence,  till  that  of  universal  mind  is  proclaimed  by 
monotheism,  the  presidency  of  which  will  establish  a  perfect  independence  for  the  world. 

Monotheism  furnishes  the  only  standard  of  God.  It  is  the  principle  advancer  of  con- 
servative peaceable  revolution,  whilst  polytheism  and  atheism  cause  bloody  revolution. 
Rational  education  only  calls  for  conservative  revolutions,  the  best  of  arguments  for 
Gnireraal  light  of  mind. 

Are  you  after  intellectual,  honest,  rational  truth,  or  are  you  a  vassal  of  priestocracy 
aad  their  invention,  peculiar  bibles  ?  If  for  the  last,  then  are  you  tory  to  your  God  and 
mind,  for  the  bribery  of  a  peculiar  god. 

Monotheism  stands  on  a  platform  commensurate  with  the  universe,  and  is  the  only 
advocate  of  the  religion  of  principles ;  and  this  is  the  potent  silencer  of  all  peculiar 
&iths  and  biUes,  people  and  dogmas  or  doctrines  that  split  the  social  world  into  frag- 
ments, instead  of  imparting  the  universal  brotherhood  of  monotheism,  that  blends  all  in 
oae  harmonious  unity,  consecrated  by  universal  peace  and  dignity.  Socialism  is  only 
when  legitimate,  a  constituent. 

Is  it  not  absolutely  essential,  then,  for  refined  civilization,  for  this  last  best  age  of 
man,  that  rational  mind  should  be  educated  rationally,  to  attain  rational  religion  ? 

How  long  before  rational  analysis  will  demonstrate  beyond  contradiction  that  peculiar 
£&iths,  however  numberless,  are  all  fiilse,  and  that  there  is  but  one  religion — the  creation^s 
birth-right  of  rational  mind,  the  diamond  of  the  universe,  and  that  on  principles  estab- 
lished as  an  element  by  the  conservative  Creator  of  the  universe,  a  perfect  being,  whose 
prescience  and  omniscience  precluded  subsequent  covenants,  the  after-thoughts  of  priest- 
ocracy, or  tithe-monarchs. 

Where  was  all  religion  prior  to  such  characters,  for  thousands  of  years  1  Then  as 
BOW,  independent  of  them. 

In  the  whole  comprehension  of  this  magnificent  subject,  hasty  and  partial  views  may 
have  caused  mind  the  commission  of  errors  that  are  incident  to  all  fallible  mortals ;  but 
as  a  monotheist,  I  ask  to  haye  the  correction  on  the  highest  principles  of  rationality. 

^Vhatever  is  wrong  in  this  work  is  so  from  the  human  mind,  and  not  in  monotheism. 

That  is  unlike  polytheism  which  uses  all  kinds  of  inquisitions  to  manufacture  opinions 
at  Tariance  with  principles,  and  the  universal  benefit  of  mankind.  The  first  never  de- 
urea  any  decisive  measures  to  be  taken  to  check  the  progress  of  principles.  Principles 
b«^long  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  are  universal.  What  fallible  mortals  can  gainsay 
thati 

Monotheism  discards  all  roen^s  bibles,  and  urges  the  adoption  of  religion's. 

What  are  the  purposes  of  creation  ?  Of  the  highest,  noblest,  most  universal,  mono- 
theiam  begins  and  ends  with  the  Creator  ;  socialism  begins  with  mind,  that  has  to  solve 
the  miffhty  problem.  I  do  not  know  about  the  present  popularity  of  this  subject,  but  I 
know  1  am  right,  as  far  as  I  can  know  anything  by  the  universe-proofs.  Monotheism 
enables  us  to  make  all  legitimate  capital  out  of  misfortunes.  She  is  the  only  means  to 
efifectually  put  down  all  peculiar  faiths.  With  her,  now,  the  people  truly  have  the  mastery 
in  their  own  hands,  over  the  most  insidious  priestocracy.  I'he  only  question  for  the 
people  is  to  know,  is  it  right  ?  The  result  will  tell,  and  silence  all  the  ignorant  clans  of 
all  sectB  and  denominations.  It  will  take  away  their  foul  game  of  humbuggery  and 
unpocitioiL 
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God  is  the  vitalising  supremacy.  Mind  needs  a  correct  standard  of  moral  and  socia 
laws,  with  religioil.  It  can  never  attain  them  short  of  monotheism.  AH  peculiar  bibl< 
systems  caricature  them,  do  ii^justice  to  God  and  man.  The  feelings  of  enthusiasm  ai)( 
fanaticism  will  be  cut  down  by  monotlieism,  that  furnishes  all  harmonizing  principles  o( 
philanthropy.  Mr.  Brande  undertakes  to  define  monotheism,  and  misrepresents  it  unde] 
the  dogmas  of  peculiar  faith  most  unjustly.  Mind  is  to  disabuse  the  world,  discote] 
and  remedy  the  evils  of  peculiar  education. 

This  is  a  universe  of  rational  principles,  that  are  active. 

How  did  nature,  that  is  passive,  do  that  ?  Here  we  see  the  confounded  notions  of  the 
atheist,  whom  also  mind  must  silence. 

To  make  rational  mind  rightly  responsible,  it  must  be  so  at  the  bar  of  rational  prini 
ciples :  it  can  never  be  so  at  the  bar  of  peculiar  doctrines,  as  peculiar  bible  advocate^ 
would  have  us  believe.  Free  agency  is  in  abeyance  to  reason  and  rational  circumi 
stances,  not  to  credulity  and  peculiar  views,  more  or  less  monomaniac  and  crazy,  absurdj 
despotic,  smuggled,  or  exploded.  There  can  be  no  infallible  guide  to  couscienee  bu^ 
through  enlightened  principles,  that  emanate  from  an  infallible  standard  of  unity.  ^ 
rational  conscience  is  indissolubly  united  to  rational  principles.  Principles  alone  cai^ 
carry  the  world  with  safely  and  happiness,  and  principles  are  concentrated  in  religion j 
What  can  avail  over  the  worst  of  crimes,  the  most  licentious  passions,  as  lust,  revenge^ 
and  ambition. 

The  main  question  with  all  minds  is  not,  are  you  in  a  church,  but,  is  your  mind  in 
abeyance  to  any  principles  ? 

All  minds  are  as  the  universe,  now  that  allegiance,  that  religion,  is  sacred.  Youj 
then  have  not  to  cultivate  faith  or  churches,  but  religion.  What  will  carry  mind  througbj 
life  1  Money,  power,  friends  1  only  that  which  is  identified  with  conservation  of  the 
universe,  principles,  that  which  will  do  it  in  this  and  all  future  existence.  Mind  only 
can  be  sure  on  this  position. 

Do  you  wish  never  to  doubt  your  religious  position  ?  Then  see  and  feel  the  ennobling! 
beauties  and  universal  blessings  of  God-given  religion,  monotheism. 

I  could  conscientiously  choose  my  friends  from  those  who  are  conscientiously  wedded 
to  rational  principles,  the  religion  of  principles.  These  exert  the  only  conservative 
influence  on  society.  Monotheism  is  that  I  wish  to  live  and  die  by ;  this  is  it,  for  IhCj 
world,  for  it  unites  the  universe  to  its  God  Creator.  In  what  do  monotheism  and  faith 
differ  ?    If  the  faith  be  good  there  is  no  difference. 

The  position  will  prove  the  difference,  if  the  faith  be  bad.  Deists  yield  too  much 
to  Christ.     Monotheists  do  not  admit  him  at  all. 

The  moral  sublimity  is  in  monotheism,  that  gives  the  only  happiness  in  its  prin- 
ciples. All  others,  as  peculiar  faiths,  have  no  principles  except  what  they  select  from 
monotheism,  and  most  ungratefully  without  acknowled^ent. 

I  desire  to  have  the  whole  world  act  in  conformity  with  monotheism,  that  can 
only  absolutely  restrain  individual  and  rational  passions,  or  put  them  into  the  legiti- 
mate direction. 

It  furnishes  the  only  system  of  religious  morals  to  master  all  world  piracies.  Athe- 
ism cannot  do  this  at  all,  for  it  has  no  standard,  no  principles.  Polytheism  comes  short 
of  the  sublime  supremacy  of  a  perfect  God-standard. 

Monotheism  furnishes  the  only  purity  of  morale— to  govern  man  neoessarily)  to 
break  up  his  unhappiness  in  this  peculiar  doctrine,  his  doubts,  his  death-bed  of  misery 
and  recantation.  The  life  of  peculiar  faith  is  a  bad  and  vicious  criminal  one,  deroga- 
tory to  mind  and  its  God,  Creator,  Almighty  of  the  universe. 

Monotheism  should  make  men  true  gentlemen. 

When  you  see  the  advance  of  monotheism,  then  you  will  see  the  full  blessings  oi 
liberty,  civil' and  religious.    Is  mind  prepared  for  its  mighty  change  ?  ^ 

If  monotheism  do  not  prepare  it,  tliat  which  cared  for  it  from  creation-birth,  what  can . 

Monotheism  does  not  ask  for  charity  of  the  world,  but  requires  justice.  She  does 
not  deal  in  the  coin  of  fanaticism,  but  in  the  bullion  of  religion. 

What  enables  mind  to  attain  right  but  the  elements  of  religion  1  What  objection  can 
be  found  against  monotheism?  None  valid.  It  is  maligned  because  it  confutes  all 
the  faiths  of  polytheism,  as  Christianity,  Judaism,  &c.,  as  utterly  false.  They  vaa^ 
their  own  false  position,  and  monotheism  only  exposed  it.  The  world  has  to  adopt  jt 
as  the  only  good  faith — the  faitli — ^true  and  genuine.  She  that  invokes  the  noblest  cul- 
tivation of  rational  mind  by  the  most  scientific  rational  education,  can  civilize  the  vorW 
to  its  most  refined  gentlemanly  rationality,  or  rational  refinement.  Ladies,  aBove  all, 
should  declare  for  it,  as  the  best  protection  of  their  holiest  rights. 

Monotheism  knows  no  such  absurdity  and  despotism,  as  priestocracy.  Forethought 
for  ever,  premises  the  efifectual  conservation  of  nil  as  taught. 
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Moaotbeism  has  the  highest  respect  for  man,  woman^  and  child,  mind,  mankind,  that 
it  disabases  the  world  about  the  crimes  of  peculiar  faith. 

She  forbids  any  to  rebel  against  one  of  God^s  laws,  with  that  position,  the  only  Icgi- 
timiteone.  AU  peculiar  faiths  conflict  at  once,  that  can  only  maintain  themselves  osten* 
fitbly,  80  far  as  they  can  be  upheld  on  that  basis,  by  uniting  with  the  pure  elements  of 
noaotheism.  There  is  now  a  world-crisis  that  must  be  respected  by  mind  for  its  own 
adrancement. 

Peculiar  &ith-people,  the  priestocracy,  with  their  special  pleadings,  act  as  if  their 
faith  was  the  light  that  directed  the  world  to  civilization,  supplanting  mind  and  mono- 
theism in  all  that  is  good.  A  man  is  only  elevated  to  the  highest  scale  by  monotheism. 
All  minds  are  bound  to  do  justice  to  religion,  monotheism ;  and  if  that  be  done,  all  is 
safe.  It  is  matter  of  moonshine  whether  religion  is  professed  or  not,  the  acts  of  life 
aie,  if  rational,  predicated  on  that  element.  It  becomes  the  most  rational  minds  to 
inquire  for  their  most  comprehensive  duty. 

How  ofWn  is  the  term  principle  abused,  misconceived,  or  misinterpreted,  equally  as 
much  as  that  of  religion,  that  comprehends  all  principles. 

there  ate  many  &dgs  to  be  fixed  hereafter  by  a  world*s  convention  of  monotheists, 
but  only  the  representation  of  the  sovereign  people,  for  the  year,  names  of  days  and  the 
best  appreciation  of  all  other  important  duties  needing.  There  is  much  to  do  for  na- 
tional, individual  and  world  etiquette,  subject  to  progressive  revision  of  rational  mind. 
If  the  world  cannot  agree  on  a  universal  common  year,  let  it  consecrate  the  day  of  uni- 
versal brotherhood  as  the  commencement  of  that  year,  and  let  it  drop  all  the  barbarian 
relics  of  past  ages, — a  disgrace  to  mind.  The  base  of  all  rational  education,  is  to  instil 
tbe  religion  of  principles  into  all  rational  minds  who  should  be  competent  to  comprehend 
them.  The  truly  sincere,  those  desiring  religious  benefits,  have  entirely  mistaken  the 
means,  when  they  appeal  to  any  doctrines  or  means  of  peculiar  faith,  the  last  thing  to 
be  sought  or  the  first  avoided.  The  world  or  mind  can  never  grow  old  into  decay,  under 
the  protection  of  conservative  principles.  Monotheism  not  only  aids  mind  to  obtain  a  just 
eqaiiibrium,  but  to  manage  crime,  and  thus  obtain  a  free  agency  on  the  influence  of 
priaciples,  that  promote  all  mind*s  legitimate  purposes. 

AU  the  acts  of  monotheism,  possess  a  proper  unity.  Constitutional  government  is 
«nly  part  of  its  principles,  that  rule  mind.  The  universe  must  be  enlightened  by  sacred 
pnociples,  but  in  becoming  of  peculiar  faith  the  devotees  become  sworn  sophists,  and 
hardened  bigots.  Who  can  become  with  the  lights  of  conscience  a  conspirator  for  pe- 
culiar faith,  when  principles  are  involved  for  the  universe.  The  peculiar  faith  of  churches 
tikea  hold  of  policy,  while  monotheism  is  based  on  sacred  principles — that  perfect 
mind  the  noblest  work  of  God, — while  the  first  degrades  it,  having  a  vacuum  never  to  oe 
filled,  confined  to  time  and  space,  while  the  last  has  no  limit  of  either,  but  is  universal. 
Monotheism  is  blessed  with  the  sacredness  of  purpose  from  the  eternal  creator,  while 
the  other  is  stained  with  blood  or  effete  explosions,  abominable  doctrines.  Religion  be- 
longs to  mind,  not  to  the  priestocracy,  who  cannot  take  charge  of  it.  They  cannot  do 
justice  to  it :  it  is  not  in  their  element  when  they  practice  an  impiety. 

Monotheism  is  not^understood,  and  is  efTcctually  libeled  by  peculiar  faith  demagogues. 
What  will  not  the  religion  of  principles  meet  ?  She  does  not  deal  in  metaphysics,  mys- 
teries, but  facts.  She  acts  for  all  times,  the  future  especially,  if  not  appreciated  by  the 
present.  She  may  be  called  free  thinking,  but  her  liberality  carries  her  to  what  is  cor- 
rect comprehension,  and  she  proves  the  only  infidels  to  be  anti-God.  She  analyzes,  to 
reach  correct  thinking,  no  matter  how  free,  so  it  is  accurate  ;  now  if  that  be  orthodox,  it 
is  rational. 

What  can  promote  the  greatest  good  1  If  that  be  monotheism  as  it  is,  it  is  estab- 
lished on  immutable  principles, — stained  with  no  reproach,  she  has  no  fear,  and  is 
worthy  of  all  admiration. 

All  associations  must  be  select  in  faith  as  in  companionship,  to  insure  perfect  safety 
^  eternal  happiness. 

Monotheism  elevates,  atheism  belittles,  polytheism  perverts  nature,  the  exponent  of 
its  creator. 

When  you  appreciate  what  defence  a  police  is  to  the  city,  the  country's  army  is  to  it 
when  invaded,  you  can  know  what  the  moral  force  of  religion  is,  over  all  the  despotisms 
of  peculiar  faith-world.  She  meets  the  wants  of  the  world-mind,  the  universe,  the 
creator's  purpose. 

If  you  go  for  the  right  base  of  religion,  this  will  secure  it ;  you  cannot  go  for  any- 
thing better.  Not  only  go  for  religion,  but  a  religious  platform :  then  all  will  end  well, 
tnd  happily. 

This  will  invoke  the  right  actions,  that  will  cause  the  world  to  approve,  give  right,  just, 
due  credit  to  all  your  sincere,  pure  motives.  Monotheism  specifies  accurately,  its  position. 
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Religion  is  the  only  means  that  can  pilot  the  soul,  that  is  thereby  like  the  magnet, 
safely  to  God.  She  will  give  the  filling  up  that  can  be  made  by  thoughts,  words  and 
deeds.  She  asks  in  her  jurisprudence,  does  any  injure  by  invasion  of  social  rights,  let 
him  abide  the  penalty  of  principles.  She  regards  the  endless  progression  on  earth  of 
mind,  that  of  immortality  of  soul-organization.  If  mind  do  not  do  justice  to  its  soul, 
it  commits  the  worst  of  pollutions.  The  denial  of  immortality  to  soul,  reflects  back 
the  miserable  bad  government  of  mankind,  who  have  to  be  ruled,  and  must  be,  and  if 
they  depend  at  all  on  that,  such  code  of  religion  must  be  filled  up.  There  is  not  only 
hideous  deformity,  but  vacuum  there. 

In  regard  to  mind  that- operates  to  self-destruction  or  murder,  when  the  proper  govern- 
ment of  all  preservation  is  interrupted,  the  function  of  all  is  invaded,  and  if  the  view 
of  immortality  be  thus  invaded,  the  correction  must  follow. 

Monotheism  predicates  the  sternest  fortitude  of  religion,  its  most  illustrious  results. 

In  the  abstract  and  pure  solitary  inspirations  of  mind,  that  expose  in  all  its  ablest 
resources  of  itself,  all  the  degraded  contradictions  and  the  absurd  stories  of  the  bible, 
mind  decides  correctly,  but  then  enslaved  to  custom,  society  and  opinions  of  others,  it 
forfeits  all  pretensions  to  freedom  of  mind,  and  betrays  itself  most  treacherously  to  its 
Tcry  best  teachings. 

If  religion  be  universal,  how  can  it  be  peculiar  in  time  or  space  1  If  God  and  reli- 
gion occupy  the  whole  of  both,  who  or  what  can  supersede  them  ? 

Monotheism  is  the  superb  work  of  constitutional  liberty,  both  the  brightest  emana- 
tions of  rational  mind,  the  most  illustrious  of  all  embodiments.  MonoUieism  teaches 
to  be  a  man,  the  height  and  depth  of  religion,  all  honest  means,  if  liberalized,  such  as 
the  bible  of  rational  mind  and  constitutional  liberty,  republicanism,  not  of  toryism,  mind- 
treachery  and  smuggling,  not  a  question  of  man^s  bibles,  but  of  religion,  not  of  man, 
but  of  God,  Creator,  not  man^s  creation.  Improper  advantage  has  been  taken  of  man's 
feelings,  to  take  possession  of  liis  senses  and  rights,  superseding  mind  by  faith. 

If  the  ignorance  of  the  priestocracy  be  arraigned,  what  must  be  their  duplicity,  com- 
plicity, conspiracy  against  the  world,  to  condemn  it  with  all  their  maledictions  of  super- 
stition and  knavish  bigotry,  for  daring  to  think  aright  about  bibles  to  analyze  and  re- 
scind their  false  pretences  to  religion  ?  They  have  stopped  at  nothing  to  fabricate  the 
whole  beastly  proscription. 

Monotheism  has  the  most  elevated  of  all  standards,  rational  mind  and  God  the  uni- 
verse Creator  ;  peculiar  faith  of  all  shades  and  tints,  its  antagonistic,  has  fanatic  man's 
creation,  his  bible  and  gods.  The  first  is  of  the  soul,  the  last  is  mercenary.  The  fiiBt 
carries  out  all  the  policy  of  religion,  the  last  the  policy  of  despotism.  Mind  has  to 
look  up  to  the  first ;  man  degrades  himself  in  looking  down  on  the  last. 

The  rational  world  has  to  rally  to  the  proper  rescue  for  social,  moral  and  religious 
economy. 

Monotheism  imparts  sympathy  of  soul,  she  teaches  that  there  is  no  enjoyment  with- 
out independence,  no  peace  without  innocence. 

Speak  not  of  fictitious  plaints  of  Christs,  but  see  most  wisely  the  demands  o(  the 
world  for  religion.  Enough  is  in  the  world,  nay,  in  the  universe, ^f  rightly  directed,  to 
secure  the  benefit  of  all.  Tell  us  not  of  charity  ;  pay,  due  justice  to  the  imperative 
demands  of  the  soul.  Monotheism  gives  mind  incorruptibility,  and  soul  immortality. 
Can  anything  be  wrong  about  her  ?  Is  she  not  sublimely  right  ?  She  permits  no 
sectional  factions  against  government.  If  anything  be  deemed  wrong,  seek  redress  by 
overt  patriotic  acts,  as  a  noble  Judge  Curtis,  not  preach  treason  to  government,  and  per- 
jury to  mind  in  the  pulpit,  as  Parker,  of  Boston.  She  bids  counteract  all  the  ills  of 
life,  by  mind.  The  poor  to  exhibit  no  ill-will  towards  the  rich  by  envy  or  libel,  but 
properly  direct  mind* to  all  that  can  be  legitimately  accomplished,  to  subvert  obsolcu 
regimes  and  empires  by  rational  republicanism.  After  all,  mind  will  not  be  found  il 
properly  investigated  by  the  lights  of  monotheism  so  bad,  as  we  must  allow  for  the 
bad  impressions  and  false  v^ews  from  the  false  frame-work  of  society.  Philanthropists 
will  amend  the  last,  with  all  the  sagacity,  the  wisdom  and  protection  of  mind. 

The  proper  tribunal  and  standard  of  the  religion  of  principles,  is  the  standard  of 
principles. 

She  is  consistently  competent  to  meet  the  enlightened  test  trial,  and  prove  mind  and 
reason  as  well  as  herself,  that  have  been  all  vilely  libeled  by  polytheism,  competent  for 
all  demonstration,  as  principles  do  not  clash,  all  that  are  these  are  sublimely  thus  de- 
monstrated conclusively  so. 

What  is  the  mighty  reaction  of  religion  on  the  soul,  estimate  the  beautiful  reaction 
of  modesty  and  emotion,  that  is  the  mighty  response  of  nature  exalted  through  the 
sexes.  If  peculiar  faith  does  as  well  as  its  advocates  pretend,  what  will  not  tlie  re- 
ligion of  principles,  the  substance,  effect  1 
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Raticmal  religion  can  meet  and  defeat,  all  the  sophistry  of  atheism  and  polytheisiiL 
All  that  they  say  of  themselyes  is  sophistry,  any  other  is  from  rational  religion,  her 
capitil,  and  to  he  honestly  credited  to  her  unity  and  identity  of  mind,  no  matter 
about  the  body.  ^ 

What  can  be  more  fascinating  than  to  live  and  die  a  monotheist  gentleman,  distin- 
guished for  religious  excellence  of  character  in  all  that  adorns  man  and  mind  ?  It  is 
sbe  that  determines  non-inter? ention,  holding  sacred  international  treaties,  municipal 
laws  ofld  government,  by  principles  of  universal  justice.  « 

Monotheism  will  cause  rational  mind  necessarily  to  respect  character,  and  it  insti- 
tutes eTcr  consistent  with  itself,  a  correct  view  of  things,  far  different  from  peculiai 
iaitfas  that  differ  with  each  peculiarity.  She  carries  peace  ever.  She  that  teaches  Uie 
highest  confidence,  that  of  humility  in  the  Almighty,  imparts  the  principles  for  the 
finnest  confidence  to  mind  and  men,  a  great  desideratum  to  mankind,  while  peculiar 
^th  exhibits  confidence  betrayed. 

Can  you  cavilers  or  critics  object  legitimately,  to  rational  religion  ?  Then  you  are 
onpriocipled,  positively,  for  she  is  only  the  consummation,  the  religion  of  principles. 
Yoa  are  anti-principles  as  anti-Creator. 

MoDotheism  is  pre-eminently  conservative  and  progressive,  and  has  conservative 
reroluiioDs  for  her  eminent  excellent  civilization. 

Of  all  nations,  this  has  the  greatest  materials  for  national  exaltation,  and  to  do  it 
fiTectually,  it  has  to  secure  the  everlasting  benefits  of  monotheism.  It  has  to  cherish 
It  with  the  deepest  affection.  Mind  in  its  individual  capacity  is  ever  to  guard  this,  for 
its  chief  good.  How  can  man  ever  bear  up  best  and  most  independently  against  all 
the  storms  of  life,  without  this  holy  protection  ?  How  shall  the  stranger  in  all  the 
ricittitades  of  life,  meet  all  arising  difficulties,  without  proper  references  founded  oo 
appropriate  deportment  ? 

The  Amerieao  mind  should  seek  that  which  ennobles  and  makes  wise,  imparts  popu- 
lar confidence. 

Monotheism  honors  every  honorable  draft,  meets  all  the  requisitions  of  mind,  refers 
uniTersally  to  universal  relations,  and  meets  universal  obligations. 

Reli^on  gives  the  commandments  of  the  God  of  the  universe  that  have  universal,  not 
peculiar  relations,  which,  if  mind  refuse,  that  mind  is  liable  to  a  suicidal  negation  of 
uQiversal  benefits. 

Now  the  universal  commandments  satisfy  and  qualify  all  the  universal  wants  of 
mind  up  to  the  soul  organization,  and  not  only  silence  all  opposition,  all  criticism,  bat 
win  the  highest  tribute  of  gratitude  and  adoration. 

Not  80  is  it  with  any  of  the  patch-works  of  peculiar  or  pagan  faiths.  The  highest 
claims  of  any  faith  besides  that  of  monotheism,  can  only  be  pagan  all  the  time,  pagan 
in  nature,  and  results,  self-evident. 

MoDotheism  makes  this  avowal  by  the  best  appreciation  of  the  author  of  this  book, 
that  there  is  this  about  Providence,  that  his  own  special  representatives,  conservative 
principles  fiilly  and  ably  vindicate. 

Let  the  DH)st  comprehensive  views  be  taken  of  this  whole  subject,  and  randh  of  it 
»fll  be  apparent. 

Try  it  any  way.  Is  it  fornication,  promiscuous  or  special.  What  are  the  results, 
^  roost  BpeeiaHy  nugatory  of  future  good  ? 

The  parties  that  are  led  astray  are  victims  of  that  or  future  acts  of  worse  habits. 
They  are  not  protected  against  further  aggression  on  principles,  as  they  may  commit  or 
■offer  murder,  infanticide,  fcsticide,  disease,  death,  infamy,  and  a  host  of  ruinous  con- 
wquences,  the  character  ruined  and  blasted,  as  that  of  their  family,  more  or  less, 
the  mind  affected,  deranged,  the  feelings  gone,  the  sensibility  undermined.  Is  it 
i^nally  that  we  look,  then  we  see  a  vast  vista  of  good  lost  and  advantages  destroyed. 

^VhiJe  the  crowning  triumph  of  republicanism  is  monotheism,  exalting  Americans  free 
ud  happy  to  be  men,  as  monotheists,  seeing  the  loveliness  of  their  constitutional  gov- 
ernment, that  is  most  closely  allied  to  their  greatest  temporal  advantages,  yet  shouk) 
they  foreso  the  highest  obligations  of  a  proper  intematj<^nal  code,  they  may  alienate  too 
extensively  their  future  permanency. 

The  best  of  nation»  have  to  guard  most  strictly  their  sacred  non-intervention  from 
2?gression,  into  the  municipal  regulations  of  others,  in  the  great  sisterhood  of  nations. 
The  sword  of  retributive  justice,  is  one  that  cuts  every  way,  and  prostrates  the 


The  means  of  degradation,  conclusively  the  worst  and  last,  that  turned  the  scale 
igainat  desnotism,  was  peculiar  faith,  the  dupe  of  mind,  the  despoiler  of  its  purity,  and 
«rill  sink  all  to  practicable  perdition. 

Monotheism  eommands  the  dignity  of  nations,  the  worth  of  individual  character 
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She  permits  nothing  privately  or  publicly  that  will  cause  nature  or  men  to  blush  to 
own.  If  tliis  be  your  motto,  then  you  place  your  dignity  in  the  highest  order  of  con- 
servation. 

What  renders  ages,  nations,  pre-eminent  1       ^ 

All  the  lustre  and  intrinsic  worth  of  mind  best  put  into  practice.  She  permits  no 
amed  interventions,  no  crusades  on  friendly  nations,  for  any  false  pretehces  of  liberty 
that  is  piracy — no  peculiar  faith,  factious,  or  demagogical  spirit,  under  any  pretence, 
tu  disturb  the  government  of  its  country. 

All  such  must  be  considered  as  palmed  on  the  world,  the  greatest  subverter  of  its 
peace. 

It  is  not  the  apparent  impunity,  but  the  real  immunity,  that  religion  regards.  She 
comprehends  all  relations  as  the  wisest  foresight  of  Deity  at  creation,  and  she  bestows 
the  wisest  foresight  on  mind. 

Mankind  must  not  mistake  with  after  opinions. 

She  does  not  permit  any  ascetic  condemnation  of  earth  to  reject  the  best,  when  it  is 
then  best  profound  legitimate  direction. 

The  proper  uses  of  the  world  by  mind  is  the  beneficent  and  wise  purpose  of  creation. 
She  permits  not  the  abuse  when  she  institutes  the  whole  comprehensive  use. 

But  the  gross  corporeal  materialists  affect  that  all  such  is  for  present  use,  as  all 
obligations  cease  with  what  they  call  death,  the  last  earthly  change. 

The  mighty  weakness  is  in  their  appreciation. 

They,  like  all  special  peculiar  pagan  faithites,  reflect  on  their  own  abuse  or  misuse  of 
their  mental  faculties,  involving  their  whole  category  with  other  conjunctions.  They 
only  take  the  animal  views  of  the  question. 

Monotheism  considers  death,  instead  of  being  the  close,  is  another  brighter  and  more 
auspicious  beginning  of  immortal  existence. 

She  considers  the  mind-organization  cannot  possibly  be  inferior  to-  the  earth,  and 
superior  at  one  and  the  same  time.  To  aay  that  its  elements  can  master  the  facts  of 
the  universe,  yet  all  of  its  best  powers,  functions,  and  faculties  to  be  subject,  in  abey- 
ance to  earth,  is  self-contradictory.  Mind  can  master  all  the  elements  of  earth,  con- 
ducive to  vital  existence,  under  appropriate  circumstances.  Man  roams  the  earth,  tra- 
verses the  oceans,  navigates  the  air,  dives  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  extracts 
therefrom  her  richest  treasures,  commands  electricity,  and  overcomes  space  and  time 
thereby;  controls  the  winds  and  waves,  and  renders  all  tributary  and  8ubscr?ient, 
through  the  science  of  mind,  that  scans  the  universe,  and  measures  its  sublime  relations, 
that  proves  a  capacity  to  meet  questions  of  other  spheres  above  the  universe,  when  it 
boldly  presents  to  itself  the  mighty  question  of  its  own  self-existent  Creator.  Here,  it 
finds  an  adjourned  question,  that  overlooms  time  and  soars  to  eternity.  These  prove 
a  God  perfect,  and  a  mind,  a  soul  that  aspires  thus  to  be. 

It  tortures  the  mighty  problem,  and  demands  data  that  cannot  be  given  in  mortal 
existence. 

These  too  clearly  demonstrate  that  corporeal  functions  of  its  brightest  embodiment, 
howevler  evanescent,  however  the  only  proof,  self-evident  of  its  termination,  that  it  only 
presents  an  isolated  and  partial  view,  and  leaves  out  the  balance  of  the  relations  of 
the  universe  previously  discussed. 

Its  illustrious  conservative  principles  cannot  be  destroyed,  however  their  functions 
are  suspended ;  it  was  only  a  gross  material  that  became  defunct. 

That  all  such  was  mechanical,  as  the  perpetuity  of  its  principles  are  renewed  accord- 
ing to  the  proficiency  of  the  soul.  The  architect  is  sublimely  supreme,  and  has  ren- 
dered himself  responsible  for  the  perpetuity  and  supremacy  of  mind-element,  renewable 
in  soul-organization.     One  of  the  best  earnests  is  his  gratuitous  creation. 

Lifers  best  appreciable  function,  the  soul,  that  possesses  reason,  conscience  and  villt 
is  an  independent  individuality,  the  actor  using  time,  itself  and  matter.  Its  future  im- 
morial  improvement  is  clearly  fore-shadowed  in  the  immediate  improvement  of  mind 
itself.  Whilst  mentality  of  tj^e  soul  is  ever  progressive  in  cumulative  improvement,  it 
is  esaeotial  that  it  possess  all  the  necessair  area  appropriate.  There  can  be  no  limit 
to  mental  advancement,  only  in  tbe  essential  facts  furnished. 

Animality  never  can  exceed  a  definite  limit,  and  needs  no  transfer.  Its  organic 
action  is  not  mentality,  and  therefore  such  a  theatre  is  inexpedient  and  superfluous. 

The  organic  action  of  mind  renders  organic  areas  essential  to  its  position.  It  is 
clear  that  mentality  was  not  created  exclusively  for  animality,  when  such  does  not 
besin  to  «atisfy  its  taste. 

Nothing  short  of  a  soul-organization,  and  its  appropriate  spheres,  can  give  the  satis- 
factory solution  to  the  whole  sublime  problem  of  creation. 
The  change  of  pagan  worship,  from  age  to  age,  9h  the  light  of  mind  progresses, 
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«*minenlJy  proves  the  progresaive  appreciation  and  adoption  of  monotheism — ^Ihat  will 
displace  all  such  in  timers  and  reason^s  progrress.  Time  will  be,  when  all  peculiar 
adra:;fttes,  will  drop  all  the  messiahship  machinery,  and  advocate  that  entirely  of  ration- 
al religioD,  that  must  absorb  all  faiths  as  religion.  What  is  the  opposition  to  her  prin** 
cici]^  from  the  priestocracy,  but  brutal,  vulgar,  and  unprincipled,  from  selfish  despo- 
ti»ni  ?  She  decides  by  mind's  civilization,  that  Solomon  in  all  his  sensuality,  was  much 
of  ihe  animal,  and  that  all  his  temple  professions  were  idolatrous.  Those  that  are  des- 
titute of  proper  cultivation  of  conscience,  are  the  animals  in  all  ages  of  society.  What 
can  you  do  with  all  such  ?  What  is  man,  having  mere  animal  materialism  1  AU  the 
brates  have  all  real  defined  natures,  limited  by  instincts,  certain  animalities  known,  tho 
taould  of  their  nature.  All  creation  is  thus  limited,  as  all  mere  animal  nature  has  a 
defined  routine  instinct  of  action.  The  universe  has  definite  physical  principles^  that 
i(  violated,  destroy  it  at  once,  but  mind  clearly  having  free  agency,  the  richest  gift,  as 
3  gratuitous  creation,  is  necessarily  amenable  to  the  deepest  penalties.  Otherwise 
miad  might  affirm  that  it  could  not  help  itself,  but  its  free  agency  exonerates  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  Creator,  and  creates  its  own.  As  to  animals,  the  more  valuable  they 
are,  the  more  subservient  are  they  to  man's  purposes  in  the  whole  scheme.  Now 
there  is  nothing  but  definite  instinctive  existence  in  all,  except  mind,  whose  free  agency 
eiables  it  to  follow  its  best  qualities,  and  select  its  own  future  good.  Why  is  man 
ntade  responsible,  but  for  all  his  mind's  functions  ? 

Every  point  of  time,  past,  present,  and  to  come,  benefits  mind.  And  what  must  not 
miml  anticipate  from  the  paternity  of  the  Creator,  to  his  universal  creation  ? 

Conceive  of  the  natural  afifections,  then,  of  the  Author  of  all  existence.  AU  ani-> 
nnted  nature  is  subservient  to  the  best  of  purposes,  that  must  have  the  most  expansive 
^rea.  The  animality  is  lefl  on  earth,  the  mind  and  soul  organization  change  to  a  fitter 
sphere. 

Rational  religion  holds  all  peculiar  faiths  and  their  propagatora  in  perfect  abeyance, 
^  man  is  a  being  ever  in  abeyance  to  physical,  moral,  mental,  and  religious  principles* 
As  excellent  chemists  decide  animals  to  excel  vegetables  in  the  multiform  organization, 
^1  man  excels  all  other  creations  by  excess  of  religious  organization,  that  proves  the 
imiDoitality  of  his  soul-organization.  Man  cannot  be  less  than  a  religious  being,  which 
<Jemoostraies  immortal  existence.  Rational  religion  is  any  way,  worthy  of  God,  the 
Creator.  It  is  this  that  renders  consolation  to  Uie  intellectual  rational  mind  deprived 
'^  a  portion  of  the  five  senses.  The  blind  has  the  function  of  the  past,  as  he  po»- 
cesses  in  his  mind  an  individual  element,  that  regulates  its  storehouse  of  mentality. 

Hitional  religion  is  the  only  catholic  faith  :  all  others  are  peculiar  by  the  full  confes- 
sion of  advocates. 

This  establishes  a  proper  code  for  penalty  of  the  culprit,  and  at  the  same  time  does 
•^u^ltcd  justice.  Insanity  is  oflen  plead  in  justification  of  high  crimes,  and  defeats 
JQSticc. 

A  plea  of  faith  could  be  one  of  insanity.  Mind  may  be  corrupted  by  the  t)eculiar 
scriptures,  the  worst  of  all  involving  hypocrisy,  deceit,  donble-dealing  with  God  and 
Kan, self-delusion.  What  is  the  state  of  mind,  that  has  such  base?  Mind  may  of 
ii^lf  commit  endless  errors,  therefore  all  its  responsibility  must  be  referred  to  the  high- 
^  and  perfect  tribunal.  It  can  only  entrust  its  best  safety  to  the  consummation  of  the 
l^st  tuition,  that  is  of  monotheism,  rational  religion. 

What  interest  can  it  have  in  peculiar  faith,  that  to  the  religious  eye  of  science,  has 
0^  one  attraction  ?  It  is  certain  that  no  peculiar  bible  of  this  world  can  give  religion, 
t^refore  the  immortal  treasure  must  be  furnished  by  monotheism. 

MONOTHEISM  HOLDS  UNIVERSALISM,  AN  INCIDENTAL  QUESTION. 

But  can  the  doctrines  of  universal  salvation  prevail  1  The  correct  answer  of  reason 
Qiust  refer  to  the  present  world,  in  part,  and  the  perfection  of  the  Creator. 

A  vast  diversity  and  variety  exist  among  the  human  mind,  graduated  in  intellect, 
ebaracter.  and  cultivation.  The  first  best  reward  for  merit  accompanies,  throughout 
lift,  mind  refined  for  virtue  and  its  practical  action. 

In  seeking  to  render  others  happy,  the  action  necessarily  reflects  on  the  appropriate 
centre. 

Where,  even  before  reaching  their  dying  couch,  is  the  position  of  the  worst  of  all 
ciiaracters,  the  tyrants  and  oppressors  of  society,  the  pirates  on  the  rights  and  feelings, 
W08C  who  delight  to  crush  the  human  mind  in  its  tenderest  sensibilities,  the  low,  deba^ 
*^  brutes  of  vilest  crimes,  whose  company  disgraces  on  this  and  other  spheres  the  first 
gteat  character,  an  honor  to  man  and  the  delight  of  Deity )    The  universal  cor- 
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reotion  is  somewhere.  Wliat  shall  be  considered  of  those,  who  chest  their  God  hj 
hypocrisy  1 

The  mighty  defect  is  in  mind*s  perversion,  individually.  The  correction  is  in  mind^s 
tme  intrinsic  virtues,  and  capacity  for  correction. 

After  ail  the  professions  and  pretensions  of  peculiar  faith,  mind  rises  triumphantly  to 
the  inherent  powers  elicited  by  rational  religion.  Ailer  all  bad  deeds,  mind  triumphs, 
taught  by  true  wisdom  the  true  points  essentia].  To  reflect  on  the  errors  of  the  past, 
and  remedy  the  aggressive  causes,  teach  the  wisdom  of  the  future.  Mind  must  vaD- 
quish  all  supposed  evils.  God  knew  what  man's  nature  and  capacity  were  at  mam^s 
creation.     Mind  will  only  know  them  after  the  universe-solution. 

Who  can  criticise  God's  creation  of  man  ?  Bibles  of  tradition  blasphemously  at- 
tempted it,  but  their  authors  were  exposed,  by  their  own  folly  and  wickedness  recoiling 
upon  them.  Who  is  possessed  of  the  facts  of  creation,  that  enlighten  us  on  that  sub- 
lime action  ?     The  priestocracy  have  blasphemously  pretended  to  it. 

Be  the  relation  what  it  may,  all  created  rational  beings,  however  endowed,  are  only 
actors  from  certain  fixed  principles  circumscribed  in  creation,  and  perfect  consummatioD 
perfects  the  organization. 

God  is  thp  supreme-rhis  providence  is  universal.  The  very  facts  of  creatiop  be* 
spoke  the  end  and  purpose.  Mind  acts  best  according  to  the  lights  of  reason  and  science. 
The  world  suffers  according  to  that  perversion — ^this  necessity  must  arouse  its  best 
action.  Comprehensive  intelligence  teaches  us  that  retributive  justice,  in  varied  rela- 
tions, is  self-vindicated  in  the  world,  and  that  only  commences  the  solution  of  the 
problem.  Happiness  on  earth  is  graduated,  then,  in  proportion  to  the  best  attainment 
by  mind. 

Nothing  but  eoual  individual  merit  can  equalize  all.  in  the  varied  states  of  existence. 
Enlightened  minds,  with  freedom  of  religious  faith,  must  redeem  themselves  from  the 
miserable  libel  of  dark  ages  on  Dei^,  assert  the  progressive  advantages  and  character 
of  their  own  age,  and  triumph  by  their  own  best  lights. 

They  can  well  rejoice  then,  all  the  time,  in  their  Creator,  who  has  made  nothing  in 
vain,  and  cause  the  future  not  to  be  ashamed  of  them,  but  rejoice. 

All  minds  will  be  illumined  as  far  as  mind  can  be,  to  the  verge  of  its  capacity,  not 
trammeled  by  the  defects  of  idiocy  or  monomania,  nor  by  the  degrading  beastliness  of 
savage  lowliness,  much  less  by  a  cowardly  acquiescence  of  the  people  in  the  horrid  de- 
pravity of  ignoble  tyranny  and  piracy  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  mind.  Then  it  is 
not  so  much  the  deeds  of  individusd  baseness  that  statesmen  have  to  regard,  as  the 
spirit  of  tame,  passive,  and  humble  submission,  that  vassal  mind  of  the  many  causes. 

Society  must  be  regenerated,  on  the  conservative  principles  of  the  universe. 

The  world  will  be  peopled  by  civilized  beings,  and  its  citizens  will  be  cosmopolites, 
dispossessed  of  seliUh  views  less  than  its  circumference,  when  benevolence  is  pre- 
sented aright. 

Man's  nature,  as  mind,  will  embrace  its  largest  scope,  and  be  exalted  to  its  vastest 
limits. 

Then  his  righteousness  can  best  speak,  in  the  circumference  of  his  ability  and  peace- 
ful acts. 

The  triumph  will  be  over  selfish  considerations,  that  mislead  to  ignoble  deeds  of  in- 
justice and  bloodshed. 

Then  nations  or  individuals  will  not  tyrannize,  and  debase  the  human  mind. 

Constitutional  rights  of  the  world  wUl  teach  mind  its  rights,  and  all  their  duty,  the 
honor  of  principles.  This  best  performed,  will  entitle  to  the  fruition  of  happiness,  ema- 
nating from  purity. 

All  rational  minds  most  then  look  forward  with  the  brightest  hopes,  of  realizing  in 
the  future  all  that  belongs  to  mind's  fruition. 

The  pledge  of  rationd  mind  to  merit,  and  of  its  rational  God,  for  reward,  bespeaks 
reciprocal  obligation,  that  invokes  the  highest  rationality  for  consummation,  which  of 
itself  bespeaks  the  noblest  of  all  haopiness,  that  of  itself  radiates  to  the  circumference 
of  the  universe,  and  the  munificent  duration  of  eternity. 

To  take  less  than  this  view  incontestibly  dwarfs  mind  to  instinct,  the  soul  to  dust, 
and  circumscribes  the  universe  Creator  to  imbecility — ^when  that  universe  demonstrates 
him  possessed  of  exhaustless  elements  of  creation. 

Rational  mind  seeks  the  religious  improvement,  not  defined  by  old  regimes  of  priest- 
ocracy, a  re-binding  to  their  notions,  but  the  consummation  of  God-given,  written,  exe- 
cuted, mind  received,  reason  improved.  Thus,  catholic  will  be  the  glorious  rational 
xeligion — ^not  as  the  Romanist,  that  has  pirated  every  way.  Would  God  put  miad- 
ereated  on  earth,  to  prepare  it  for  punishment  ?  The  idea  is  absurd — much  less  for 
extinction,  for  that  is  bariiariam.    Alan  cannot  solve  the  soul-problem  short  of  a  soul's 
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theatre.  Is  this  theatre  adequate  ?  Not  at  all :  far  from  ,it.  The  soul  must  be  then 
ioimortal,  and  have  an  adequate  universe-theatre. 

The  modenw  have  one  vast  and  mighty  duty  to  perform  to  sacrifice  superstition  and 
their  bibles,  and  all  their  machinery  to  the  sacred  holiness  of  rational  reli^on.  Ask  the 
prksbxraey  to  resign,  to  depart  the  pulpit  and  all  its  hoary  sophistry  tor  ever.  The 
world  is  of  the  universe,  and  that  refers  to  God — the  soul  refers  to  God.  Thus  teaches 
ooDotheiMtt.  But  cannot  she  be  refuted  ?  That  is  impossible,  as  rational  religion  is 
God-gi?eD  and  protected. 

Free  rational  discussion,  is  on  rationality. 

The  way  to  return  God  grateful  thanks  is  by  doing  the  best  Justice  to  that  mind  that 
he  has  given  us,  making  it  rational,  its  bright  embodiment  as  pure  as  possible  as  the 
chari^  that  he  has  given  us,  to  rid  the  world  of  superstition,  idolatry,  priestocracy,  ab- 
solutism,  despotism. 

Religion  incalcates  the  idea,  the  obligation,  not  to  leave  the  world  or  society  worse 
than  foand. 

Is  religion  a  reality  ?  As  much  as  mind — ^the  universe — individuality,  all  of  which 
are  held  together  by  inherent  conservative  principles.  Take  religion  away,  and  the 
key  stone  of  creation-arch  is  destroyed.  Now  peculiar  faith,  has  not,  and  cannot  have, 
«fle  particle'  of  religion,  no  matter  the  imposing  name,  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mormon- 
ism,  or  Mahommedanism. 

What  does  Brahminism  produce  but  the  degraded  popular  castes,  the  ruin  of  Asiatic 
society ;  what  Bhuddism  and  other  peculiar  faiths  leave  of  it?  What  Christianity  lacks 
of  this  disgbsting  barbarism,  is  all  due  to  mind  that  is  getting  the  ascendancy  of  all  these 
myrmidons.  How  is  all  this  conclusively  demonstrate  ?  Because  of  the  world^s  taint 
from  analogous  peculiar  faith,  one  of  its  accursed  evil  genius  to  mind,  principles  and 
religion.  Peculiar  faith  has  divested  the  world  of  all  these,  as  far  as  practicable.  The 
wodd  needs  refined  civilization,  and  that  is  only  got  by  the  consummation  of  rational 
mind  in  religion,  the  consummation  of  man^s  duty  here,  the  highest  aspirations  of  the 
fiiture. 

Nothing  is  out  of  date  with  monotheism,  that  is  not  out  of  the  protection  of  principles. 
The  more  sacred  the  subject,  the  more  rational  investigfttion  it  demands  of  all  rational 
minds.  Religion  demands  most  of  all,  by  freemen.  '  The  peculiar  fiftith-man,  refers  to 
faii  bible  as  the  standard.  The  rational  religionist  refers  to  the  Creator,  as  exemplified 
through  the  universe  as  the  standard.  Command  your  own  best  self-respect,  on  princi- 
l^le.    Promise  and  act,  on  principle,  the  highest  order  of  morals  and  religion. 

NeTer  let  money  stand  between  you  and  morals,  much  less  religion.  Let  your  word 
^  yoar  bond,  and  that  on  principle,  not  on  impulse,  to  get  you  into  any  difficulty.  Pur- 
me  the  path  of  principle  in  defiance  of  the  world's  seduction  or  its  influence.  Always 
Qoderstand  matters  properly,  before  commission.  This  thing  of  power  of  any  little  brief 
tothority,  is  most  clearly  to  be  considered,  before  any  proceeding  or  acquiescence.  Let 
itthing  be  conceded  without  principles.  All  grants  of  power  must  be  constitutional,  to 
fe  rightly  used  as  trust,  otherwise  there  is  abuse  of  principles.  We  do  not  know  so 
i|Mch  of  theology,  as  of  religion  that  is  implanted  in  all  rational  minds.  What  is  the 
iunit  of  an  honest  truthful  mmd  as  to  temptation,  but  what  is  eternally  based  on  prin- 
clpiea?  Who  can  tell,  better  than  time,  that  convicts  pretended  prophets?  Can  aught 
ave  the  world  but  religion,  in  the  most  essential  points  of  society  ?  The  whole  of  the 
<Wosition  to  monotheism  or  rational  religion,  is  unprincipled. 

Monotheism  after  all  the  analysis  of  bible  and  church-matters  of  peculiar  faith,  de- 
cides that  none  such  have  religion.  It  remains  for  the  Americans  to  prove  to  the  world, 
^  they  have  solved  the  problem  of  religion.  The  Holy  Book  of  God,  is  his  universe. 
Any  black  letter  book,  a  peculiar  bible,  is  a  false  picture.  No  master  can  be  safely  fol- 
lowed.   Adopt  principles. 

Heligion  must  be  rational,  and  demands  rational  education,  nothing  short  of  it.  But 
v^hat  shall  we  do  for  the  Christian  religion  ?  There  Lb  no  Christian  religion.  It  is  ail  a 
■juinomer.  There  is  only  rational  reUgion,  but  christian  peculiar  faitl^  and  what  does 
^  all  amount  to  but  paganism  most  genuine  ?  If  the  advocates  contend  for  their  faith 
l>^ttg  reUgion,  then  their  own  game  is  eternally  blocked  on  them  by  the  world  gamblers 
w  the  balance  of  such  stocks.  Calling  things  by  names,  does  not  estabUsh  its  first  prin- 
ciples. How  much  is  the  world  deceived,  by  all  soch  fooleries.  The  world  must  ex- 
P^nge  all  its  false  position,  to  do  right  on  its  theatre  fully  and  satisfactorily,  to  be  en- 
trtled  to  the  be^  earnest  hereafter.  Nothing  else  can  answer,  as  nothing  else  is  a  test. 
Kvenr  base  of  ill  feelings,  and  will,  and  all  malign  influences,  must  be  removed  from  the 
^^,  at  the  instance  of  rational  religion  that  conmaanda  the  moral  intellect  of  mankind. 
When  any  world-citizen  talks  of  religion,  he  can  only  speak,  write,  think  of  and  act  on 
ntiooal  religion,  and  if  he  be  not  strictly  truthful  and  honest,  he  cannot  start  on  more 
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than  the  God-given  elemei^s  of  religion  that  all  rational  minda  hare  as  creation-gifts^ 
but  which  he  has  most  basely  perverted. 

He  must  ever  stick  until  be  speaks  the  truth,  and  acts  honestly  for  ever.  Now  what 
is  the  state  of  all  peculiar  faiths  ?  Not  a  particle  of  truth  is  in  their  first  or  last  pointa. 
What  others  they  have,  they  have  smuggled  and  embezzled.  They  will  have  to  di»> 
gorge  all  their  infamous  plagiaries  and  larcenies. 

Rational  religion  improves  on  her  virtues,  while  peculiar  faith  holds  to  her  odious  and 
exploded  vices  and  crimes,  sinking  lower  to  her  lowest  depths.  The  progress  of  ra- 
tional religion  in  America,  will  prove  the  gratefulness  to  the  winners  of  pure  govern- 
ment. The  vipers  of  atheism  and  polvtheism  bite  a  file  when  they  assail  monotheism, 
rational,  the  only  religion.  Can  monotheism  make  the  perfect  genUeman,  the  accurate- 
ly religious,  the  best  aspirant  to  immortal  fruition  1  Can  it  cause  the  enactment  of  per- 
fect justice,  to  the  absent  ?  Who  are  the  dignitaries  of  the  land  ?  Those  who  have  the 
dignity  of  ratidnal  mind.  Those  who  honor  self-respect  of  mind,  their  word,  obligation, 
honor  and  life,  above  all,  religion  rationd.  With  them,  the  whole  world  adopting  con- 
servative principles,  the  details  settle  themselves.  With  tliem,  truth  and  honesty  are 
matters  of  habit  as  they  are  settled  principles. 

Rational  religion  requires  the  world,  mankind  to  act  so  as  to  make  c^eiy  day  as  a 
holiday,  every  tnought,  word,  and  deed,  winged  messengers  of  future  joy.  The  higheM 
exercise  of  mind  on  earth,  is  the  consummation  of  rational  religion. 

If  a  man  die  in  his  sins,  he  will  be  damned,  say  the  peculiar  faith  bibles.  What  sins? 
Because  he  does  not  believe  the  rickety  sophists,  the  priestocracy  ?  Now  rational  re- 
ligion inculcates  the  highest  legitimate  actions,  words  and  thoughts  with  the  best  appre- 
ciation of  nature^s  laws,  Go<rs  laws,  as  the  right  position  when  carried  out  on  the 
chastest  taste  legitimately  furni^ed. 

All  others  are  false. 

But  for  religion  there  would  be  no  consummation  of  virtue,  of  conservative  principles^ 
to  keep  all  in  abeyance,  &c.  By  the  wisdom  of  rational  religion,  the  world  has  due 
respect  to  innocence  of  mind  that  is  as  bold  as  truth,  that  is  the  boldest  yet  the  most 
modest.  She  teaches  the  world  not  to  contravene  the  customs  of  natnre  and  nature  s 
laws,  but  those  of  erroneous  mSn  not  in  abeyance  to  rationality.  There  can  be  nothing 
more  of  a  dignitary  on  earth,  than  a  perfect  monotheist. 

ANALYSIS  OF  FAITH,  HOPE,  REASON,  TRADITION,  RESURRECTION. 

Peculurity  in  faith,  hope,  &c.  necessarily  condemns  all  such.  God^s  attributes  being 
universal  in  their  power,  indite  universal  character,  authority,  faith,  and  all  essential 
principles,  and  stamp  their  universal  acceptance  to  all  rationsd  minds. 

Peculiarity  of  faith,  then,  is  originated  by  mortals  in  bad  faith,  is  inconsistent  with 
God's  universal  attributes,  is  basely  unjust,  and  must  meet  with  universal  reprobation 
and  rejection  by  all  rational  and  enlightened  minds. 

Mind  of  rational  beings  is  universal,  and  takes  cognizance  of  universality  as  legiU- 
mate  when  Deity  is  considered,  and  worth  of  mind  is  assessed. 

Reason,  not  tradition,  takes  proper  cognizance  of  God's  works,  that  universally  speak 
to  mind. 

Faith  and  hope  can  only  refer  to  God  through  mind,  most  reasonably,  truthfttlly  and 
honestly. 

Tradition,  then,  does  not  embrace  nor  covier  time  and  space,  clearly  proving  it»  on- 
tenable  position,  tliat  reason  amply  supplies  in  eternity  universally  over  time. 

What  can  reaison  sajr  for  man's  resurrection  1 

All  that  can  be  said  in  truth  on  this  earth. 

What  can  tradition  do  for  that,  anterior  to  its  cognizance?  Tradition  must  fsU  ^ 
imposition  to  affect  any  knowledge  beyond  this  world. 

The  way  to  meet  this  question  truly  is  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the  Author  of  crea- 
tion by  the  best  course  of  life  to  God  and  man. 

Reason  can  say,  and  sincere  and  faithful  minds  must  abide  her  supreme  decision, 
that  the  resurrection  of  man  is  certainly  in  the  right  hands,  tiiose  of  his  Immortal  Cre- 
ator only,  who  is  sublimely  omnipotent  in  man's  creation  in  the  endowing  the  attributes 
of  mind.  ... 

Where  is  proof  direct  of  any  resurrection  on  this  earth  1  Is  any  recdWed,  that  v«' 
pass  the  ordeal  of  an  enlightened  mind,  capable  of  justice  ? 

Will  any  honorable  court  of  conscience  authorize  the  faith  of  reason  in  any  ^^^^^' 
tion  days  after  death,  which  must  prove  conclusively,  all  it  can  prove,  its  inimeaiat* 
execution  % 
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It  is  the  highest  proof  to  see  the  defenders  of  any  such  doctrines  avoid  the  con- 
deraaation,  by  shirking  the  main  questions,  the  proof  of  authenticity  of  all  the  bibles. 
Tb€  balance  are  of  no  consequence  now. 

Was  Christ's  resurrection  proved,  when  no  positive  proof  is  exhibited  of  his  body 
being  positively  in  the  sepulchre,  when  the  door  was  sealed  ?  How  can  we  take  that 
for  granted  ? 

No  court  of  justice  will  affirm  that  much,  when  dissolution  proves  the  immediate  de- 
p  irture  of  the  spirit  from  the  body. 

\N  ho  does  not  wish  to  stop  the  father  and  mother  of  base  superstition,  sophistry  ? 

Kill  that,  and  the  world-monster  is  dead. 

To  do  80,  give  mind  its  legitimate  triumph. 

In  the  name  of  God  of  the  universe,  let  not  minds,  aspiring  to  be  enlightened  in  a 
f:e«  world,  suffer  themselves  misled  by  such  base  superstition. 

It  wfll  be  an  everlasting  disgrrace  to  freemen  of  the  world,  if  intelligent,  who  are  pre- 
pared to  accept  such  humbuggery.  the  offcast  of  a  degraded  part  of  the  globe. 

Natural  phenomena  being  most  obscurely  appreciated  in  tlie  dark  ages  of  the  world, 
the  mere  imposition  and  pretence  to  miracles,  divination,  divine  inspiration  and  prophe- 
cy were  assumed  in  all  the  circles  of  priestocracy  through  mythology. 

All  their  bibles  are  those  of  mythology,  while  the  bible  of  rational  mind  espouses  the 
only  true  principles  of  rational  religion. 

After  all  the  pretended  objections  to  science  arid  philosophy  in  faith,  how  can  they 
hz  dispensed  with  by  the  wisest,  who  seek  a  full  knowledge  of  natural  phenomena  as 
essential  to  combat  successfully  all  the  difficulties  of  ignorance,  error  and  prejudice, 
Wked  by  bigotry. 

The  fault  is  in  the  people,  who  are  humbugged  about  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  pecu- 
liar fraads,  when  they  can  master  the  powers  to  control  the  degradation  of  their  own 
oalare.   * 


INSPIRATION,  REVELATION,  PROPHECIES,  MIRACLES. 

Thk  veils  of  the  future  are  a  bliss  bestowed  on  mind  for  the  best  of  purposes,  for 
in&n*s  own  internal  peace,  constituted  as  he  is  by  emotions  in  regard  to  death,  hope  and 
fear  for  punishments,  and  the  penalties  for  improper  transgressions.  If  mind  take  cog- 
nizance of  this  subject  rightly,  the  world  that  is  so  much  disturbed  by  the  Romanist 
Tiew  will  be  at  rest. 

.That  view  is  a  very  slavish  doctrine  of  mind.  The  universal  Creator  has  cognizance 
and  exclusive  power  over  natural  phenomena,  and  these  he  has  subjected  to  conserva- 
tive principles  that  represent  him,  both  unchangeable.  To  reverse  them,  or  execute 
oiraclea  would  be  a  change  of  himself,  an  impossibility  in  his  immutability,  and  be  the 
M  of  the  universe  ;  also  unsafe,  inexpedient,  unwise  and  unnecessary,  for  all  wise 
nunda,  in  .the  dignity  of  philosophical  science,  recognise  his  supremacy  best  by  their 
(^nsummation  in  the  universe.  No  one  but  impostors  on  the  best  rights  and  interests 
ot  the  community  of  the  world  could  seek  to  perpetrate  such  degraded  frauds,  under 
^  assumption  o^peculiar  faith,  as  none  but  the  Creator  can  have  any  power  at  all  on 
the  phenomena  of  creation,  and  no  worthy  member  of  society  can  put  forth  any  pretcn- 
9on  to  appropriate  more  than  what  mortals  universally  have.  Every  man  in  his  own 
mind  well  knows  how  incapable  and  incompetent  mortals  are  to  perform  one  single 
fiinnion  of  a  miracle. 

The  whole  constitutes  false  pretences,  and  the  most  wicked  humbugs  of  the  world, 
if  peculiar  faith  had  not  been  stilted  on  such,  it  could  not  have  breathed  at  any  time. 

While  the  world  may  have  to  deplore  past  transgressions  of  the  degraded  impostors, 
rt  has  to  exert  its  most  intellectual  exertions  from  being  the  dupe  and  transgressor  in 
turn,  lest  it  make  itself  the  curse  and  laughing-stock  of  posterity. 

The  reverse  of  principles  implies  miracles,  or  destructive  negative  qualities,  the  ex- 
Pf^'ise  of  which,  not  understood  by  man  presuming  to  chronicle  God's  government,  im- 
peaches at  once  wisdom  and  creative  attributes. 

The  fair  creation  is  often  read  with  error,  if  not  with  impiety,  the  necessary  and  in- 
eritable  result  of  all  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  that  mislead  from  the  only  True  One, 
^ognising  the  unity  of  an  Immortal  Supreme,  as  those  systems  produce  a  constant  so- 
phistry, that  mislead  from  truth  and  be^t  bigotry  in  their  followers,  antagonism  if  not 
contempt  of  the  rest  of  the  world  for  all  such,  and  a  culpable  indifference  to  the  requisi- 
tions of  what  is  gennine  and  most  worthy. 

Baffled  forever  and  entirely  exploded  are  the  tenures  of  those  supposed  strongholds 
u  the  zealot  will  persist  in  asserting  them.     He  has  to  learn  that  miracles  cannot  pos- 
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sibly  exist  before  the  light  of  mind,  as  they  are  now  forever  superseded  by  a  knowledge 
of  natural  phenomena.  They  are  all  as  baseless  as  the  peculiar  fkith  that  originated 
them.    All  such  are  false  and  foul  pretences. 

Miracles  have  never  existed.  Their  record  has  ceased,  because  popular  ignorance 
has  abated. 

A  recent  sect,  the  Mormons,  as  preceding  ones,  tried  miracles,  but  they  could  not 
flourish  in  this  or  any  enlightened  age. 

Then  the  age  or  authority  the  more  affecting  religion,  mind,  highest  duty,  the  more 
disgraceful,  and  is  impeached  forever,  that  does  assert,  much  less  propagate,  the  doc- 
trine of  miracles,  that  always  derogate  from  God^s  divinity  and  perfection. 

Baffled  to  the  last  points  in  the  category  and  links  of  corruption,  the  zealot  refers  to 
prophecies. 

But  here  he  is  estopped  by  the  undeniable  fact,  that  time  is  God^s  only  true  prophet, 
and  most  benevolent  at  that,  in  only  disclosing  fast  enough  for  man^s  good  and  feelings  ; 
hence  prophecies  are  a  libel  on  God^s  attribute  of  benevolence,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
blasphemy  of  the  false  pretence. 

The  priests*  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  universe,  painted  as  he  is  in  false  colors,  and 
indebted  to  the  priests' .  miracles,  prophecies,  enigmas  and  mysteries ;  of  course  the 
doctrine  has  to  be  dismissed  as  that  of  superstition.  The  talisman  of  science,  the 
sceptre  of  the  true  God  of  the  universe,  silences  not  only  the  priests,  but  their  god,  all 
very  corrupt  and  bloody,  wrathful,  and  worst  of  all,  a  very  changeable  being. 

Bafled  to  the  last,  with  consummate  impudence,  arising  in  i^orance  and  bigotry,  he 
refers  to  peculiar  faith,  mysteries,  and  enigmas ;  and  fearful  ol  not  escaping  if  located 
on  earth,  he  puts  them  in  other  regions. 

But  God  made  the  universe,  and  wrote  down  all  the  characteristics  with  his  own  hand 
of  electricity,  all  readable  in  simple  appreciation  as  far  as  needed ;  of  course,  then,  no 
mysteries  but  to  ignorance.  «. 

The  faith  that  reaches  God  is  only  the  faith  of  reason,  that  can  go  no  farther.  Any 
other  than  rational  faith  is  credulity,  dependent  on  false  positions  and  interpretations. 

When  God  speaks  to  man  he  uses  plain  facts. 

Priestucracies  use  mysteries,  and  veil  them  in  enigmas,  which  the  experience  of  best 
histories  incontrovertibfy  proves  impostures. 

The  mystery  turns  out  a  simple  duty,  that  honest  minds  appreciate.  The  enigma  or 
mysterious  revelation  tf  priests  is  needed  to  have  that  guessed  at  which  proper  sense 
tells  straight  forward,  unless  arrested  by  the  trick  and  cruelty  of  the  interlopers,  who 
want  pay  or  power  for  interpretation. 

The  cobwebs  of  the  dark  ages,  and  tlieir  darker  workers,  all  the  sphinxes,  must  be 
swept  away  forever  and  at  once,  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  morals  of  mind. 

But  reason  is  not  the  coin  used  by  absolutism.  That  did  not  aspire  to  all  the  best 
means  on  earth.  It  affected  to  be  divine,  so  miscalled,  to  maintain  itself.  'All  that  are 
on  the  right  side  can  well  show  it.  All  are  meant,  that  their  own  position  proves. 
The  history  is  too  plain  to  mistake  absolutism  for  aught  but  an  enemy  to  the  rigitts  of 
mind. 

All  are  acquitted  that  reason  acquits. 

Absolutism,  then,  does  not  refer  to  reason,  but  to  faith.  How  comes  faith  of  any 
peculiar  character  1  *         . 

It  is  the  faith  only  of  absolutism,  that  carries  its  point  by  the  bayonet,  or  by  malign 
sophistry. 

But  it  is  asserted  to  be  the  faith  of  the  bible.  So  much  the  worse !  It  is  corrup- 
tion the  blackest,  that  fawns  on  absolutism,  unprincipled,  and  acting  in  the  worst  of  bad 
faith.  Faith,  then,  means  any  and  every  Uung  that  credulity  chooses  to  believe,  and 
absolutism  dictates. 

But  the  degraded  sycophancy  of  the  world,  that  clings  to  the  casts-ofi'of  sophistry, 
assumes  that  miracles  have  ceased,  as  if  ever  performed  in  good  faith,  or  otherwise  thsm 
by  jugglery,  legerdemain,  or  ventriloquism. 

The  miserable  imposition  is  on  the  present  mind,  as  if  such  things  ever  did  take  place, 
and  never  emanated  from  a  lying  priestocracy,  always  intent  on  popular  deception  for 
their  own  immediate  emolument.  Kings  and  priests  have  combined,  and  succeeded  in 
deceiving  the  world. 

Whoso  propagates  such  sophistry  is  responsible  for  the  frauds  thereby  committed  ; 
but  what  do  an  unprincipled  priestocracy  care  fur  all  if  they  can  escape  detection  ? 

Every  agent  and  preacher  who  help  to  propagate  these  doctrines  are  morally  guilty  of 
crime,  high  treason,  and  perjury. 

Well  can  it  be  affirmed  that  miracles  have  ceased,  because  they  never  existed  but  in 
the  brains  of  wiseacres,  and  the  tongues  and  hands  of  pious  knaves. 
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They  only  appear  to  cease,  because  stupid  and  blind  ignorance,  credulous  of  nonsense, 
has  abated,  and  Uie  phenomena  of  nature  better  understood  by  science. 

Various  hoaM  are  often  played  now  upon  the  people,  and  have  been  in  every  age, 
§01  all  the  seducing  emoluments  and  gain-  to  be  derived  therefrom. 
The  fact  is,  the  people  act  their  part  too  well  in  this  senseless  imposition  upon  them. 
They  are  the  dupes,  so  intended,  to  obtain  from  them  their  invaluable  treasures  of 
mind,  to  reach  those  of  their  pockets. 

Will  they  be  sold  without  redemption  to  such  impostors ;  will  they  play  their  part  in 
this  iniquitous  game,  make  senseless  ignorance  as  culpable  as  unprincipled  knavery,  and 
woree  than  the  deluded  vulgar  of  more  than  eighteen  centuries  past ;  will  they  continue 
(he  currency  of  the  base  counterfeits,  after  being  tau&^ht  that  this  is  spurious  coin  ? 

The  people,  if  the  subject  be  addressed  successfiuly  to  their  animal  passions,  fears, 
and  ignorance,  and  most  cunningly  too,  in  the  state  of  the  conscience  too  often  guilty, 
are  ever  credulous. 

The  other  phenomena  of  bible  of  tradition-ethics,  like  that  of  the  star  locomotion  in 
Christ^s  times,  are  more  than  remarkable,  beyond  any  credence  of  rational  faith.  The 
eaoopy  of  heaven  is  naught  but  thin  atmosphere  ;  beyond,  are  the  hosts  of  bodies  of  the 
oiitverse. 

Nothing  but  meteors  pass  on  or  near  the  earth,  and  they  are  projectiles  of  volcanoes, 
fflore  or  less,  if  solid. 

The  success  of  these  abuses,  indoctrinating  the  credulous  part  of  the  world  into  pre- 
tended miracles,  brings  forward  unlimited  faith-perversions. 

The  peculiar  doctrines  of  Judaism,  originating  from  eastern  peculiarities,  without 
doubt,  most  probably  from  Chaldea,  where  astronomy  was  cultivated,  and  priestocracy 
predomioated,  was  the  peculiar  mother  of  a  prolific  offspring,  the  end  of  which  is  not  yet. 

On  that  arose  Christianity,  with  her  hundreds  of  divisions.  On  these  two  arose 
Mahomedanism,  with  its  sects.  Again,  in  these  latter  days,  has  been  thereunto  added 
the  Mormon  pecaliaritj. 

The  others,  older  sisters  of  superstition,  desire  to  disown  her,  but  the  sisterhood  is 
indelibly  established,  and  what  is  a  good  ear-mark,  they  are  all  pagan,  a  foul  crowd. 

The  pnariij  of  ac^e  is  nothing  at  all  in  all  such  faiths ;  the  characteristic  superiority 
is  in  successful  sophistry. 

The  world  has  to  be  deceived  into  its  deception.  "  The  greatest  art  is  to  conceal  the 
art." 

If  the  Mormons  spoke  with  new  tongues,  what  else  could  Christians  expect,  whose 
master  asserted  that  '^  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe.'* 

Although  hundreds  of  Mormons  might  have  sworn  and  perjured  themselVes,  that  their 
prophet  did  not  die  without  resurrection  to  them,  still  all  their  miracles  and  pious  frauds 
fell  still-born  on  the  intelligent,  for  want  of  an  ignorant  age. 

If  intelligence  heeded  the  Mormons,  it  was  only  perverted,  as  in  all  systems  of  mira- 
cle faith,  by  hope  of  rewards. 

lo  what  respect,  then,  are  the  Mormons  less  than  their  other  peculiar  faith  brethren 
of  the  worid  1 

But  the  greatest  miracle  is,  it  is  surprisingly  strange  that  the  people,  sovereigns  as 
they  are  of  mind  and  its  cultivation,  of  the  mastery  of  thought,  should  permit  themselves 
to  be  led  about  by  a  few  characters,  as  if  a  mighty  elephant  governed  by  his  keepers, 
vith  this  difference,  that  the  elephant'only  succumbs  to  his  friend  the  keeper,  whereas 
dtf  people  succumb  to  masters  alienated  to  their  true  interests,  else  the  priests  have  no 
eoflcert  of  action,  and  do  not  know  what  they  are  about. 

Where  is  mind  all  this  time,  asleep  or  infatuated  ? 

The  miracles  are  mockeries  and  trifles,  not  fit  for  children ;  when  the  author  is  most 
vanted  now,  in  time  and  space,  he  is  not  present,  nor  are  his  memorials,  through  his 
vorks,  before  us  to  represent  him  to  the  satisfaction  of  mind,  honesty,  and  reason. 
Miracles  cannot  elucidate  for  mind,  that  looks  for  reason.     Miracles  are  not  rational. 

But  God*s  works  are  always  before  us,  day  and  night,  material  and  spiritual,  that 
shame  into  confusion  the  impostors. 

Miracles  cannot  be  wlien  the  word  of  God  comes  through  science,  his  messenger, 
that  can  only  expose  usurpations  and  monopolies,  that  are  always  jealous  of  talents  and 
virtue  in  opposition,  a^  all  such  rest  on  a  false  base,  and  never  can  be  safe  while  reason 
and  mind  can  combat  them. 

Wlien  phenomena  are  offered  to  our  respectable  credence,  then  they  must  be  analo- 
gous to  what  reason  requires,  as  philosophy  teaches.  All  phenomena  are  for  the  five 
icoees  to  recognise,  that  all  refer  to  reason,  and  faith  through  reason. 

The  natural  causes  must  be  rightly  traced,  and  none  assigned  that  are  not  supported 
by  nature^s  facts. 
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Phenomena,  co-incident  to  any  event,  are  not  identified  with  it,  as  an  eclipse  of  any 
sphere  is  not  connected  to  the  various  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  andail  vital  busiDess 
cotemporary  to  such  phenomena.  ^ 

Analogy,  that  takes  the  place  of  analysis  in  her  absence,  will  set  all  right  if  true 
science  be  truthfully  carried  out. 

Mankind  must  be  enlightened  by  mind's  light,  reason,  not  to  mistake  the  phenomena 
of  the  elements  of  nature,  and  give  due  credit  to  the  creative  power. 

Faith  of  all  kinds  must  have  the  truthful  testimony  of  science  in  all  cases  of  doubt, 
to  satisfy  man's  mind. 

Grant  that  all  the  sects  of  peculiar  faith  could  not  rise  to  a  better  state,  and  that  only 
those  have  survived  that  conformed  most  to  mind's  advance,  we  have  outlived  those 
times,  the  days  of  miracles,  when  all  that  ever  depended  on  miracles  ought  to  die  too. 

Let  the  believer  in  miracles  look  to  science  for  a  solution  of  natural  phenomena.  The 
Jew  bible  says  that  "  the  windows  of  heaven  were  opened !"  What  was  its  heaven  1 
"  The  firmament"  that  held  the  waters ! 

In  those  times  of  the  tradition,  the  arch  of  the  blue  ether  heaved  above,  was  con- 
sidered heaven,  until  wise  astronomers  lifted  the  veil,  and  by  teaching  man  to  look  be- 
yond at  the  millions  of  systems  of  worlds,  that  truly  speak  the  only  words  of  God, 
who  created  the  universe,  plainly  prove  the  ignorance  of  those  asserting  this  fiction,  as 
heaven  is  as  much  antipodal  as  above  us.  So  much  for  priestocracy  inspiration,  that  Lb 
unquestionably  priestocracy  ignorance. 

Now  the  telescope  as  improved  by  mind,  recalls  daily  more  and  more  magnificence, 
and  shows  space  unlimited  only  by  mortal  vision,  the  universe  exhaustless  filled  with 
the  expansive  riches  of  creation.  While  at  the  same  time,  the  microscope,  the  v:ork 
of  mind  too,  displays  to  the  minutest  points,  another  part  of  creation  of  minutest  great- 


Did  the  botches  of  bible  tradition  ever  dream  of  this  philosophy  1  No  wonder  that 
they  were  afraid  of  the  mirror  of  God,  that  reflected  so  strongly  their  deformities  of 
mind.     What  can  miracle-mongers  expect  of  the  Supreme  1 

W^hat  shall  we  think  of  those  propagating  such  stuff  at  the  present  day  ? 

AH  wisdom  proves  conclusively  and  incontestibly  that  we  take  nothing  fmr  granted 
that  mind  can  test,  prove,  or  easily  investigate. 

When  any  character  pretends  to  deny  this  position,  then  his  faith  and  philosophy, 
which  simply  mean  the  purest  wisdom,  rest  on  no  foundation,  and  are  negatived  on  all 
good  principles.  He  may  pretend  to  mysteries,  and  that  the  eye  of  faith  can  only 
see  things  after  experience  of  peculiar  character.  But  he  actually  forgets  he  stands 
on  the  platform  of  universal  nature,  and  cannot  escape  by  any  pretences,  spiritual  or 
temporal,  whether  he  assumes  anything  divine  or  of  the  heart.  It  is  not  as  he  wishes, 
but  as  God  of  nature  has  done. 

Our  part  of  analysis  discloses  the  whole  matter,  that  there  can  bo  no  mysteries  that 
contravene  reason  and  her  assistants,  analysis  and  analogy,  then  how  can  the  experience 
of  the  heart  be  philosophically  correct,  when  the  mind  and  the  standard  of  reason 
utterly  contradict  and  condenm  all  such  ? 

This  age  is  too  enlightened,  and  owes  it  to  itself  to  disenthral  all,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, by  a  better  and  wiser  code  of  morals,  when  facility  of  faith,  that  is  credulity,  goes 
to  corrupt  the  world  in  weakness  of  intellect,  as  many  cannot  distinguish  but  as  they 
are  directed !  * 

Many  tell  us  about  passages  of  the  bible  read,  as  if  that  was  proper  evidence ;  they 
have  been  over  the  books,  but  was  mind  there,  and  was  that  mind  fit  to  be  trusted  ?  Im- 
mortal ninds  seek  the  analysis  of  immortal  truth,  not  the  contemptible  trash  of  ignoble 
ignorance. 

Has  mind's  reverence  been  correct,  its  intelligence  suflicient  to  see  what  an  impotent 
God  this  bible  made  the  Creator,  divested  of  his  intrinsic  attributes  and  virtues,  at  the 
very  time  that  it  did  its  best  to  make  miracles,  a  perfect  libel,  but  self-impeachment  of 
man  1  This  is  detestable  for  this  or  any  age,  however  the  world  likes  humbugs,  which 
all  wise  and  honorable  men  wUl  arrest. 

There  is  the  resurrection  that  many  good  people  believe  actually  took  place !  Would 
that  all  was  right,  and  if  it  were  right  that  the  fact  was  unmistakable.  But  the  Al- 
mighty never  permitted  blasphemous  false  pretences  to  have  but  one  position,  to  define 
their  own  exposure  and  felony. 

Joseph  is  said  to  have  laid  the  body  of  Christ  enveloped  in  the  cloth,  in  the  sepul- 
chre, but  who  watched  all  the  time,  till  Jesus  was  missed  ? 

If  the  facts  were  tried  to-day  before  an  intelligent  judge,  the  verdict  would  have  to 
be,  that  there  was  no  decisive  proof  at  all  that  the  body  of  Jesus  was  identified  in  the 
sepulchre,  and  that  the  resurrection  ever  took  place  from  the  sepulchre ! 
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The  testimony  of  the  adherents  about  seeing  Christ's  spirit  cannot  be  correct,  for  no 
spirit  can  be  seen  by  mortal  eyes,  much  less  angels,  whom  God  needs  not  as  messen- 
gers, when  he  has  mind  and  his  principles  to  minister  to  it.  That  is  an  utter  fabrica- 
tion, about  ghosts.     When  will  the  world  shake  off  all  this  chaos  of  fraud  ? 

Christ  with  the  mission  of  a  God,  could  have  invited  the  whole  world  to  witness  his 
master  miracles,  could  have  called  the  planets,  even  the  sun  from  his  system,  and  could 
hare  caused  the  most  public  exhibition  of  his  body  laid  out  before  the  world,  and  then 
^WD  his  triumphant  resurrection,  a  mighty  miracle  indeed.  But  here  eighteen  centu- 
ries afterwards,  much  of  the  world  is  actually  at  a  stand  from  doubt  about  any  one  of 
his  merits,  if  they  have  not  actually  seen  his  demerits. 

And  this  the  being  for  mind  to  embrace,  not  doubtingly,  but  affectionately  and  de- 
voutly 1     The  world  needs  no  better  evidence  of  folly,  than  such  credulity. 

Why  cannot  we  have  miracles  and  prophet-inspirations  now,  as  all  such  are  as  much 
seeded  in  every  age  and  country  ? 

AH  such  were  laid  low,  because  ignorance  has  departed,  except  among  ignorant 
savages  who  have  their  rain-kings  and  war-prophets. 

Happiness  needs  no  mystery,  to  flourish  on  universal  morals.  What  is  inspiration  ? 
Some  think  it  a  supernatural  gift  of  God  to  that  man,  who  is  this  chosen  one. 

It  is  supposed  to  be  a  peculiar  endowment,  a  miraculous  influence  by  the  operation 
of  the  spirit.  But  the  God  of  nature  is  universal,  not  peculiar,  else  he  was  not  the 
God  of  the  universe. 

What  nation  is  there  that  had  had  specific  peculiar  faith,  but  tliought  theirs  the 
chosen  one  of  God,  as  the  Jews,  Druids,  Christians,  Mahometans,  Mormons  1 

Science  and  philosophy  discard  all  these,  as  preposterous  dogmas.  Inspiration,  then, 
cannot  be  peculiar,  but  universal,  graduated  to  the  talents,  their  successful  improvement 
and  employment. 

'  Mind  that  is  cultivated  bv  science  and  philosophy,  conductors  to  the  fountain  of  God, 
is  the  better  instructed  and  rightly  employed,  the  nearer  it  approaches  to  the  fount  of 
wisdom.  But  mind  best  endowed,  yet  perverted,  is  wicked,  profligate  and  degraded, 
and  though  a  master  genius,  may  be  one  of  evil  to  the  world  and  the  race  of  mankind. 
The  Mormon  faith  is  as  much  as  any  peculiar  faith,  and  in  using  strange  tongues  as 
gifts,  they  could  not  in  this  age  of  science  and  philosophy,  inspire  the  faith  of  others 
too  rational  for  that,  but  believers  in  past  pretences  no  better,  because  it  is  reason  that 
governs  modern  acts  in  all  other  matters  among  present  believers,  but  superstition  that 
rules  their  faith  in  such  ancient  institutions,  no  better,  in  truth.  Thus  we  see  where 
the  doctrine  of  inspiration  leads  us.  Hence  all  are  responsible  for  any  peculiar  faith 
that  misleads  the  world  about  inspirations. 

The  bible  of  tradition,  a  mass  of  contradictions  and  false  pretences,  fills  the  world 
with  errors  arising  necessarily  from  the  ignorance  of  the  supposed  inspired  writers, 
who  could  not  embrace  full  knowledge  of  science  and  philosophy,  which  the  bible- 
foUowers  had  to  outrage  through  handmaids  of  God,  to  seem  right  before  the  vulgar 
circles  of  the  world. 

Mind  then  has  to  advance  a  bible  of  rational  mind,  as  mind  progresses  in  science  and 
philosophy. 

There  have  been  many  messiah^,  but  all  must  be  false  that  cannot  perform  any  in- 
spired functions  necessarily,  because  messiahships  encroach  on  God's  dominion. 

The  more  you  inculcate' the  messiahship,  that  much  you  detract  from  God  and  his 
attributes. 

Monotheists  oppose  all  iaspiration  of  peculiar  faith,  and  monotheism  is  the  only  sys- 
tem of  religion  that  admits  the  providence  of  God  universal  on  principles,  and  accoun- 
tability of  mind  fur  the  immortality  of  the  soul  through  its  spirit,  by  its  moral  free 
agency.  • 

The  mercy  of  Providence  bespeaks  pardon  for  transgression  on  repentance,  and  future 
rewards  for  practice  of  good  deeds.  This  is  all  in  the  course  of  secure  results,  through 
coDservative  principles. 

What  especial  revelations  have  been  made  to  mind,  but  by  or  through  reason  that 
renders  it  rational  ?  What  rational  mind  of  respectable  weight  can  seize  on  any  other, 
but  through  reason  ? 

Where,  then,  is  peculiar  inspiration  ?  Is  it  at  last  the  sole  creature  of  peculiar  faith, 
ready  to  do  its  bidding,  abased  by  all  its  peculiar  corruptions  ? 

The  world  cannot  be  governed  by  all  such  peculiar  institutions,  that  are  necessarily 

the  works  of  man  and  corrupt  at  that,  when  the  universe  has  a  claim  on  it  as  a  sphere 

sttbiect  to  its  universal,  not  peculiar  laws.     Sectarianism  cuts  down  the  possibility  of 

its  being  right 

Inspiration  of  bible  writers !    The  first  commenced  in  fraud  and  deception  ;  and  the 
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last  ended  in  imposition  and  blasphemy.     Who  endorses  the  endorsers,  but  impos- 
tors? 

We  cannot  commit  more  heinous  sins  of  iniquity,  than  to  blaspheme  God  with  such 
infamous  superstitions. 

PROPHECY. 

The  veil  that  obscures  the  future  can  only  be  lifted  by  an  Almighty,  who  has  placed 
it  over  the  same  for  the  best  good  of  all,  to  prevent  all  the  incidents  identified  with  such 
a  position,  otherwise,  suicide,  murder,  and  miseiy,  might  be  a  part  of  the  result.  Let 
any  man  know  his  destiny  that  it  might  terminate  here,  and  that  he  was  the  more  mis- 
erable, the  longer  he  lived. 

He  might  seek  to  end  the  existence  of  himself,  and  all  that  caused  his  misery. 

Hence,  all  are  impostors,  that  pretend  to  prophecy  by  authority  of  the  Creator. 

None  but  the  wise  can  appreciate  the  future  by  tlie  past,  from  analogy  by  analysis 
with  the  aid  of  reason.  There  is  no  inspiration  but  of  mind  and  reason  that  must  be 
enlightened,  to  appreciate  the  ways  of  general  Providence. 

The  idea  of  peculiar  providence  has  begotten  the  most  peculiar  outhiges  on  the  whole 
world. 

All  peculiar  faith  advocates  have  sought  to  monopolize,  pervert,  and  coerce  mind, 
and  have  degraded  all  things  by  their  peculiar  pretences. 

Inspiration  and  revelation  came,  it  is  said,  by  the  ministry  of  angels.  Now  that  we 
hold  impossible,  to  supersede  conservative  principles. 

All  peculiar  faith  is  defunct,  for  there  can  be  no  especial  revelation  or  inspiration. 

But  the  authors  of  miracle,  prophecy,  and  mystery  doctrine,  affected  them,  some 
think  to  carry  the  day.     CorrupUy  and  basely,  rational  minds  most  say. 

Moses  affected  to  meet  God  at  Mount  Sinai ;  Mahomet  sought  Gabriel,  and  so  did 
Numa  Pompilius  seek  Egeria,  the  goddess  so  called,  as  if  the  people  were  to  be  told 
the  truth  about  religion,  by  having  tLe  utmost  false  pretences  of  miracles  and  prophe- 
cies advanced  for  their  belief. 

Who  but  the  base  and  vulgar  ignorant,  can  believe  them  essential  to  religion  ? 

Who  but  the  same  can  believe  peculiar  faith  anything  else,  than  the  deepest  curse  of 
the  world. 

Who  cannot  see  the  difference,  while  reason  and  truth  regulate  religion,  sophistry  and 
felsehood  intrigue  for  pecuUar  faith  1 

The  bible  of  tradition  speaks  of  particular  prophecies;  do  we  actually  know  the 
lineage  of  the  nations  of  the  world,  by  any  such  authority  ?  Who  will  endorse  it  as 
worth  the  reading  ? 

A  few  cities  are  spoken  of,  but  where  are  the  cities  of  the  world  1  Real  prophecy 
would  have  embraced  cities,  buried  for  thousands  of  years  under  their  rubbish.  Are 
there  not  several  ancient  cities,  that  have  been  traceless  as  to  their  ruins?  Did  not 
general  causes  operate  on  them  ? 

What  is  there  of  Egypt,  that  is  uncommon  to  most  of  the  countries  of  antiquity  ?  It 
is.  no  worse  than  might  be  expected  of  uncivilized  countries,  however  the  Jews  might 
have  inveighed  against  it  and  eastern  cities,  by  feelings  of  intense  enmity  for  past  cap- 
tivities. 

Is  it  still  tributary  and  subject  to  strangers  ?    Is  that  true  ? 

It  has  its  own  sovereign,  and  that  proves  a  high  position  for  that  country.  What 
was  such  prophecy  worth  1  To  gratify  the  malignant  feelings  of  the  Jews  ?  What 
have  the  moderns  to  do  therewith  ? 

But  how  much  of  the  prophecy  is  lefl  to  conjecture  an4  speculation  of  an  ignorant 
posterity  ?    What  is  all  such  worth  ?    The  affiliated  have  to  help  out  the  pretences. 

There  b  prophecy,  as  supposed,  against  the  Roman  church.  What  is  there  against 
the  Greek  diurch,  that  is  equally  guilty  ?     Against  Grand  Lamaism,  their  prototypes  ? 

All  such  tends  to  beget  a  curious  and  restless  spirit  of  superstition,  to  carry  out  by 
Millerism,  and  other  absurd  notions,  the  fulfilment  of  pretences  all  false.  Is  mind  so 
weak,  as  to  be  imposed  upon  forever  by  written  superstitious  legends,  when  the  origi- 
nal pagan  oracles  have  passed  off  the  stage  of  action  1 

All  bibles  of  tradition,  the  work  of  false  pretences  forever  by  the  necessity  of  their 
nature,  are  run  into  the  pretended  mystery  and  power  of  a  peculiar  God,  to  escape  the 
conviction  that  natural  phenomena  do  not  admit  of  miracles.  The  sophistry  is  to  make 
flie  vulgar  wonder,  responsible  for  miracles.  The  veracity  of  the  God  is  affected  to  be 
disputed,  if  the  lies  of  the  tradition  are  exposed  !  What  degradation.  The  veracity 
of  the  God  of  the  universe  is  proclaimed  by  its  organization,  never  to  be  contradicted 
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by  soand  minds.    Assuredly  He  has  no  need  of  such  paltriness  as  miracles.     Their 
calibre  is  too  small  for  him. 

Science  lifts  the  veil  of  wonder  from  phenomena,  that  miserable  ignorance  once  pro- 
claimed miracles,  as  a  mere  bov  knows  more  now,  than  wise  adults  did  anciently. 
Science  in  one  department,  enlightens  the  whole  circle. 

Mind  has  to  appreciate  all  this  rightly,  or  it  fails  in  duty.  Once  it  was  a  system  by 
the  pretence  of  oiYine  rights  of  absolutism  of  kings,  priests,  and  soldiers,  to  keep  all  in 
ignorance ;  now  the  divine  hght  of  the  people  proclaims  its  majesty,  and  makes  science 
common  stock. 

A^ooe  can  learn  too  speedily  and  practically,  for  universal  benefit. 

In  more  ancient  times,  the  people  had  but  few  books,  and  they  were  as  silly  as  the 
bigoted  minds  of  the  authors  were  perverted.  The  vices  of  the  times  upheld  abomina- 
ble errors. 

Much  was  submitted  to  tradition  of  self-conceited  bigots,  hence,  errors,  frauds,  and 
ignorance  prevailed,  for  centuries  upon  centuries,  and  without  help,  especially  too, 
where  conscience,  the  noblest  faculty  to  nurture  the  principles  of  religion,  was  deficient, 
in  her  triumph  of  a  just  and  enlightened  mind. 

Kings  could  not  read,  and  the  people  had  but  little  of  the  benefits  of  rational  minds. 

The  priests  had  the  learning,  such  as  it  was,  dwarfed  to  the  narrow  precincts  of 
bigoted  minds,  and  of  course  they  had  the  feeling  to  misuse  it. 

The  gullibility  of  ignorant  people  is  always  counted  on  by  bad  men  of  all  classes. 

Of  course,  the  priestocracy^  held  to  all  the  mysteries,  miracles,  and  prophecies,  all 
theiugglery  of  mind,  all  the  secrets  of  psychology,  to  enslave  the  multitude. 

The  platforai  that  superstition  and  despotism  reared,  was  that  of  iniquity,  and  will 
finally  sink  itself,  or  finally  sink  all  that  reared  it. 

What  shall  we  say  of  pestilences,  that  decimate  the  world  ? 

What  else  than  our  iniquities  either  to  the  great  principles  and  laws  of  nature  direct- 
ly, or  to  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  could  have  occasioned  such  by  means  of  natural 
causes? 

Minds  perverted  have  excluded  Almighty  God  from  his  own  universe,  to  which  the 
creations  of  his  own  genius  entitled  him.  Strange  god-idols,  man-worship,  have  been 
introduced,  as  an  abomination,  before  his  august  and  supreme  power — dovetailing  them 
into  his  essence  and  being,  most  absurdly  and  blasphemously.  This  was  the  most  vul- 
gar trick  of  polytheism.     What  worse  was  atheism  ? 

How  could  he  refrain  from  destroying  the  world,  for  its  unholy  actions,  sins  of  blas- 
phemy— ^the  chief  of  sins — but  for  his  mercy,  that  has  prevailed,  with  his  voluntary  cre- 
ation of  mind,  entrusted  to  its  own  free-agency,  under  the  circumstances,  the  conserva- 
tive principles  of  the  universe  ?  His  immutability  saved  all,  from  the  very  counterfeits 
of  priestocracy,  miracles,  &c. 

Repent,  men  of  superstition,  idolaters,  and  man-worshippers ;  turn  to  the  livin?  God, 
the  only  Creator  and  God.  The  light  of  rational  mind  scatters  miracles  and  prophecies, 
as  ignorance  ceases. 

Thus  the  world  is  wiser,  therefore  there  is  less  imposition ;  and  the  world  is  better. 
The  whole  world,  by  the  light  of  reason,  is  becoming  utilitarian,  and  makes  mind  more 
rational. 

What  numbers  are  deluded  to  seek  prophecy  and  miracles,  and  to  interpret  the  unful- 
filled prophecies  and  judgments  1  the  problem  never  to  be  solved.  The  pursuit  is  as 
vain  as  that  after  the  perpetual  motion.  And  what  fanaticism  of  Millerism,  &c.  fol- 
lows !  The  devotees  are  willing  to  consign  the  minds  of  the  people  to  a  pervading  super- 
stition, and  the  world  to  destruction,  that  their  foolish  solutions  may  come  to  pass,  as 
they  told  us  so. 

All  peculiar  faiths  may  have  their  fire  and  brimstone,  that  they  get  from  volcanoes^ 
all  their  devil-angel  ministers  of  evil,  that  they  get  from  Vulcan,  who  originated  volca- 
noes, they  pretend  ;  but  the  exploded  doctrines  of  the  mythologists  cannot  stand  before 
the  modern  analysis  of  natural  phenomena. 

The  narrow  prejudices  of  superstition  and  vulgar  errors,  the  contracted  faith  of 
witchcraft,  that  murdered  millions  of  citizens  upon  citizens  with  fanatical  fiuy,  and  all 
the  wretched  machinery,  arousing  the  fears  of  the  world,  must  yield  to  science  and  phi- 
losophy, the  true  friends  of  mind,  the  lovely  daughters  of  religion. 

Prophecy  adds  to  mind's  misery  and  evil,  hence  it  is  not  God's  work,  for  time  is  his 
proohet. 
Who,  of  the  present  day,  ever  saw  the'  miracles  ?    And  none  but  peculiar  faith  ever 

cl*imed  such  faJse  pretences,  denied  to  all  ages. 
What  sound  mind  is  there,  that  is  not  satisfied,  that  they  are  all  humbugs. 
Pious  frauds,  however  the  capital,  are  not  to  give  Moses — ^the  priestocracy— weifl 

Digitized  by  V^OOQlC 


26*  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

with  cultivated  mind,  about  the  oddest  mixture  of  aJl  animal  creations  blended  in  one 
house  for  months — the  smallest  peculiar  insects  crossing  the  deepest  and  widest  oceans 
to  escape  the  very  thing  they  thus  encountered,  in  getting  to  the  ark. 

The  plainest  sense  and  best  philosophy  contradict  the  idea,  that  all  the  waters  should 
rise,  by  a  general  deluge,  to  flood  the  whole  globe  at  once,  however  they  acted  on  the 
four-cornered  plane,  their  creation. 

What  will  It  profit  that  mind  to  pretend  to  belief  of  such  absurdities,  to  gratify  the 
morbid  taste  and  false  philosophy  of  a  priestocracy,  at  the  same  time  knowing  all  such 
to  be  false,  and  damning  its  own  purity,  to  an  unnecessary  purification,  for  such  abomi- 
nable perdition  ?  Let  Sie  world  look  to  its  duty,  aboye  all  things,  and  not  become  con- 
temptible by  credulity. 

God  deals  in  reason,  through  rational  minds.  Man  affects  miracles,  most  stupidly, 
victim  of  superstition,  ignorance,  and  error. 

Where  is  the  consistency,  in  right  and  justice  ? 

God  alone  is  our  instructor,  but  modest  alone  must  be  principles  that  elicit  his  aid^ 

On  what  do  you  rest  your  faith  1 

On  revelation,  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries.  But  revelation  can  only  be  by 
tradition,  that  is  absurd ;  the  others,  of  course,  must  be  false,  as  all  other  deductions 
therefrom  claimed.  And,  as  false,  all  good  and  true 'citizens  would  wish  them  exposed, 
and  if  tnie,  to  see  them  confirmed. 

Miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries,  bespeak  collusion  on  the  pairt  of  operators  and 
writers,  and  gross,  vulgar  ignorance  on  that  of  the  believers. 

God  created  all  the  universe,  as  natural  phenomena  in  their  current  proper  action ; 
such  has  been  and  will  be  the  order  of  things  universal.  If  miracles  were  to  exist,  con- 
servative principles  would  terminate. 

Miracles  reverse  order,  and  produce  disorder,  which  is  unsafe  and  inconsistent  with 
safety.  Who  believes  tliat  an  all-wise  Almighty  reverses  this  order  of  nature,  when 
his  universe  proceeds  best  when  right ;  which  fact  not  only  convinces  of  supreme 
power,  but  creates  the  most  exalted  conception  of  the  Creator  1  The  very  pretence 
that  miracles  have  ceased,  proves  mutability,  that  is  inconsistent  with  God's  immuta- 
bility. What  necessity  was  there  of  miracles,  to  prove  a  God,  who  is  universally  an<l 
supremely  proved  1  What  pretence  has  a  miracle  in  face  of  the  whole  universe,  tluit  is 
God's  document  ?     All  the  miracles  in  creation  could  not  prove  a  mortal  a  God. 

What  proof  of  miracles,  pa^t  or  present,  is  there,  in  all  creation  ?  Such  in  this  uni- 
verse would  disprove  God.  We  have  none  that  is  worthy  of  enlightened  mind.  And 
yet  the  proof-marks  would  have  been  unmistakable,  as  God's  works ;  hence,  all  is  folly, 
untruth,  and  libelous,  that  God  reverses  the  order  of  creation,  to  acconiplish  what  he 
can  better  do  otherwise,  and  what  is  not  practicable,  in  fact,  while  he  is  God.  All  this 
is  man's  libel  of  Deity. 

Volcanoes  are  mere  safety-valves,  and  a  correct  appreciation  of  them  and  all  the  fear- 
ful phenomena  of  nature,  renders  a  blessing  of  mind. 

The  leviathan  is  a  fiction  arising  from  the  gross  ignorance  of  vul^r  minds,  prepared 
to  receive  miracles,  and  not  prepared  to  appreciate  science,  electricity,  &c.  With  tlie 
Almighty,  nothing  in  this  universe  is  a  miracle,  where  order  and  harmony  universally 
reign.  If  they  did  not,  chaos  and  confusion  would  arise,  showing  God  imperfect  and 
imbecile,  the  reversal  of  nature's  laws,  not  miracles,  that  cannot  exist  with  conserva- 
tive principles.  All  this  is  tlie  worst  libel  on  the  immutable  perfection  of  God,  and 
nature's  laws.  God  can  no  more  make  a  miracle,  that  destroys  the  consistent  preserva- 
tion of  the  universe,  than  he  can  act  inconsistently,  and  maintain  his  character. 

God  is  not  the  God  of  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries  of  priestocracies,  nor  the 
peculiar  God  of  any  chosen  peculiar  people,  a  mere  machine  of  fable.  A  mii;^cl^  is  an 
inconsistency  physical,  and  involves  a  moral  inconsistency  of  God. 

Nothing  is  impossible  to  the  God  of  nature,  within  the  sphere  of  his  universe ;  but  he 
is  not  the  God  of  man's  notions.  We  could  no  more  expect  of  God  a  miracle,  than 
wanton  sin  of  a  wise  and  good  citizen,  in  his  right  senses  and  corporeal  functions,  who 
sought  the  greatest  good  of  his  world. 

It  is,  then,  all  nonsense  about  miracles :  worse,  if  anything,  about  prophecies  and 
mysteries. 

These  are  the  designs  of  knavish,  and  the  belief  of  credulous,  people.  The  worW 
must  by  this  time  see  that  there  can  be  no  miracles ;  the  thing  is  in  us,  4>r  the  decep* 
tion  in  those  assuming  rank  imposition. 

Astronomers  agree  on  the  order  of  the  universe,  and  we  might,  on  that  order  and  8y>' 
tern,  affirm  no  God,  as  miracles.  If  there  be  a  God,  as  the  noblest  systems  of  syste^i* 
prove,  then  there  can  be  no  miracles ;  for  his  conservative  principles  totally  pretenl 
ail  such. 
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Miracles  certainly  impeach  the  Creator  of  the  universe  of  imbecility.  The  polythe- 
ists,  miracle-mongers,  detailers  of  false  pretences  and  small  scandal,  make  themselves 
atheists  the  venr  moment  they  cut  God  out  of  his  high  estate,  as  his  rule  is  then  imper- 
fect and  imbecile.  If  miracles  had  been  the  means,  they  might  have  been  too  clear  for 
minii  to  have  mistaken  them. 

Proper  sense  impeaches  all  miracles,  and  all  bibles  of  tradition  for  miracles,  proving 
that  systems  of  faith  without  reason,  as  miracles,  are  those  without  honesty. 

Miracles  are  against  the  order  of  nature ;  then  it  is  in  us,  not  in  miracles,  that  can- 
not exirt  thus.     The  God  of  the  universe,  would  be  actually  unjust  to  himself,  to  en-  \ 
trust  the  power  of  divination  and  prophecy,  fore-knowledge,  to  individuals,  when  he 
gives  universal  powers.     He  does  not  violate  his  own  glorious  attributes,  functions  or 
principles. 

This  inconsistency  unmakes  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  dwarfs  him  for  the  peculiar 
god  of  priestocracies,  whom  mind  enlightened,  cannot  respect,  revere  or  adore. 

Sach  characters  could  usurp  powej  as  the  priests  sought,  and  be  invested  wkh 
extraordinary  qualities  and  endown\ents  of  life.  What  rational  mind  analyzing  its  own 
defined  position,  can  believe  all  this  a  moment? 

All  honest  sense  impeaches  any  work  of  roan. as  divine  revelation.  It  is  all  rant  and 
cant,  about  the  third  heaven,  improperly  so-called.  What  is  prophecy  but  the  old  plan 
of  divination,  by  dreams,  visions,  oracles?  such  as  pagan  augurs  and  soothsayers'  used. 
The  adopters  are  as  bad  as  these. 

All  the  bible-miracles  being  impossibilities,  need  absolute  confirmation  for  constant 
and  current  time. 

The;  are  all  denied  as  positive  falsehoods,  and  the  proof  is  demanded  or  the  assert- 
on  will  be  pronounced  felons  and  perjurers.  Miracles  are  not  natural,  but  effects  have 
been  misinterpreted  as  supernatural,  when  they  all  had  only  adequate  causes  of  nature, 
acting  under  the  conservative  principles  of  the  universe.  There  can  be  no  miracles,  as 
all  effects  must  have  adequate  causes.  Miracles  are  unnatural.  Now  we  see  nothing, 
hear  or  read  nothing  that  is  unnatural.  All  else,  is  false  history  assuredly.  If  the  per- 
fect God  of  tlie  universe  had  inspired  about  creation,  he  could  not  have  been  so  unjust 
as  to  libel  himself  and  creation.  God  cannot  be  inconsistent  with  himself.  All  pur- 
poited  miracle  histories  are  libels  of  God. 

The  great  objection  to  prophecy  was,  that  so  much  was  false.  *  All  was  false  clearly. 
How  was  it  possible  fur  prophecy,  God's  function,  to  exist  ? 

We  have  been  told  of  some  prophecies — how  can  any  usurp  the  functions  of  time  ? 
How  many  millions  have  proved  false,  but  they  were  left  untold.  No  doubt,  many  vol- 
iimes  of  such  stuff  were  written  and  destroyed.  Take  the  chief  of  prophets,  as  an  ex- 
ample of  truth  not  told.  Isaiah,  ch.  ix.  v.  7,  says,  "  of  the  increase  of  his  government 
and  peace,  there  shall  be  no  end  upon  the  Throne  of  David,"  &c.  Ho  was  a  false  pro- 
phet, no  matter  of  whom  he  wrote. 

Who  endorses  lying  prophets?  Where  is  the  prophecy  that  has  the  remotest  bearing 
on  the  legitimate  latitude  of  proper,  not  forced  construction  and  comprehension,  in  the 
old  testament  on  the  new  ? 

All  the  inspirations  coming  from  God,  a  perfect  being,  must  be  perfect,  have  no  pos- 
ub)e  antagonism  with  himself,  truth,  reason,  and  philosophical  science,  else  they  are 
the  false  pretences  of  false  prophets  and  priests,  of  a  peculiar  god.  What  confessional 
of  inspiration  can  be  carried  out  ?  That  is  an  impossibility.  Every  prophecy  is  a 
dffect  antagonism  with  God. 

How  many  pretended  prophets,  as  Isaiah,  have  the  priests  tortured,  to  elicit  the  pro- 
phetic signs  about  Christ ;  but  all  in  vain,  say  honest,  conmion  sense,  and  the  Jews,  who, 
above  all  people,  ought  to  understand  their  own  peculiar  doctrines. 

They  would  feel  bound  to  yield  to  supposed  facts  of  their  bible,  as  they  are  pecu- 
liarly interested.  Now,  instead  of  prophecy,  it  is  all  priestocracy,  imposition  and 
pretence,  of  the  present  day. 

The  vassal  sides  with  the  priestocracy,  and  is  enraged  against  their  vileness  when 
his  eyes  are  opened. 

There  is  no  prophecy  to  the  point,  and  all  the  times  are  ambiguous.  What  guess- 
work. The  christians  build  up  their  sect<  and  swear  to  it,  as  authorized  by  the  old 
bible.  The  Mahometans  build  up  their  sect,  and  avow  it  from  both,  and  from  Maho- 
ttet  The  Mormons  erect  their  latter-day-faith,  and  prove  that  all  are  equal.  They 
^1  fight,  not  like  men,  civilized,  but  barbarians,  like  degraded  sectarians.  Get  out  of 
the  world,  if  ye  cannot  unite  on  one  eternal  principle  of  brotherhood,  and  one  eter- 
inl  standard,  that  of  Almighty  God,  of  the  universe.  You  do  not  act  like  men.  Reli- 
gion makes  men. 
AH  inspirations  and  revelations,  abd  all  peculiarity,  disclosed  under  that  category, 
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are  necessarily  most  exact  communications,  and  most  accarate  science  tested  on  all  the 
principles  of  philosophy,  or  they  are  the  most  outragousfiaud  and  false  pretences,  whether 
poetry  or  history,  there  can  he  no  license,  as  all  must  be  true  inspiration,  or  for  eyer  to 
be  discarded. 

Church-men  have  said  before  us  that  they  conceived  all  the  bibljB  inspiration  to 
direct  erring  man.  If  the  bible  be  taken  as  inspiration,  none  of  its  contents  can  be 
excluded. 

It  is  very  evident  that  such  pretended  inspiration,  presents  the  worst  antagonlran  with 
truth,  justice,  mind,  and  the  God  of  mind. 

The  best  revelation  of  God  to  mind,  is  by  his  works  of  the  universe.  No  book  reve- 
lation can  compare  with  this. 

Peculiar  revelation  makes  known  to  us  a  peculiar  god  or  gods.  All  book  revelation 
does  this,  and  destroys  itself  for  ever.  But  you  may  affect  to  believe  implicitly,  the 
fathers  of  the  church,  as  they  are  called.  We  have  seen  how  one  of  the  chief,  Eusebins, 
was  caught  about  Josephus,  the  historian,  and  noyv  we  may  form  good  estimate  of  Ire- 
naeus,  who  says,  *'  Miracles  even  from  raising  of  the  dead,  down  to  the  casting  out  of 
demons,  were,  in  his  time,  frequently  performed  by  Christians.*' 

The  word  demons,  must  cast  him  out  of  the  credence  of  any  respectable  mind. 
What  can  be  worse  than  the  legends  of  the  fathers,  except  the  bibles  on  which  they 
are  built  ?  But  the  time  fur  miracles  is  stopped.  How  do  you  know  that  ?  Because 
it  never  began! 

Mind  only  knows,  as  mind  enlightened  by  science  and  philosophy,  reveals  to  it :  all 
else  is  guess-work. 

Physical  causes  prevent  any  reliance  on  man's  position  about  miracles,  granting  that 
the  bible  was  less  suspicious  than  it  is.     Psychology  explains  much. 

God's  inspiration  can  only  be  to  mind  through  his  works,  not  by  bibles,  that  present 
peculiar  faith  necessarily,  which  clashes  with  rational  faith,  a  thing  that  betrays  the 
error,  as  no  two  principles  of  God  clash. 

His  works  prove  universal,  not  peculiar  principles  to  any  select  few  or  nation,  and 
therefore  nullify  the  bibles  of  tradition.  All  that  we  can  say  of  the  phenomena  of 
nature  is,  that  however  wonderful  relatively  to  the  state  of  science  and  mind,  they  are 
not  miracles.  But  the  world  is  not  yet  reformed  by  all  the  priestocracies'  pretences 
about  revelation. 

It  has  to  advance  many  more  steps  in  mental  elevation.  Mini  is  God's,  only  of 
course  best  agent  in  general,  for  his  revelation  and  inspiration. 

God  has  no  other,  and  does  not  make  distinctions. 

These  were  made  by  the  oriental  priestocracies. 

The  very  action  of  mind  proves  that.  Where,  is  even  full  and  satisfactory  proof  of 
any,  but  mind-revelations?  If  God  committed  this  peculiar  power  of  miracles  to 
individuals,  then  no  peculiar  proof  will  answer.  It  must  be  truth-proof.  If  miracles 
were  ever  performed,  then  the  miracle  testimony  should  be  left  not  dependent  on  man's 
record,  but  God's  record.  God  has  left  a  fair  and  unmistakable  record,  which  is  his 
works  of  nature,  but  man's,  is  books. 

God  needs  none  but  his  works,  as  the  main  demonstration  proves  him  to  the  con- 
fusion of  all  atheists  or  poly theists,  that  pretend  to  advance  miracles,  prophecies,  mys- 
teries and  peculiarities,  and  decides  by  its  paramount  importance,  the  whole  question 
for  ever. 

What  are  all  miracles  and  prophecies  but  positive  falsehoods  from  the  very  nature 
of  things  ? 

All  miracles  and  peculiarities  reveal  superstition,  not  religion.  No  miracles  are  ex- 
pedient, for  God's  works  eminently  prove  his  authorship,  attributes,  and  conservative 
principles.  All  natural  phenomena  are  universal,  and  cannot  be  appropriated  by  any 
peculiar  sects,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  especial  miracles. 

All  pretences  to  miracles,  no  matter  what  the  occasion  or  the  propagator,  have  in 
their  very  nature,  the  full  proof  of  their  falsity.  Miracles  are  essential  to  all  false  sys- 
tems, and  take  away  the  miracles  which  are  necessarily  false,  and  all  tlic  systems  will 
topple. 

Shame  to  the  senseless  propagators  of  all  or  any  miracles,  thereby  teaching  to  mind 
no  truth,  reason,  or  God  of  the  universe.  As  pretenders  have  not  changed  the  nature 
of  things,  they  must  abide  the  analysis  then,  and  the  true  miracles,  that  is,  God's  power, 
condemns  them.     No  priestocracies'  dramas  can  prove  a  miracle. 

It  is  not  rational  that  God  would  yield  miracles  to  defeat  his  own  exclusive  empire, 
as  these  bibles  of  tradition  involve  themselves.  Instead  of  one  mesaiahship  in  the  old, 
there  were  the  priestocracy  a  whole.  In  the  second  or  new,  not  only  Christ,  bat  all  bit 
priestocracy. 
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What  are  the  niiracles  of  the  Romish  church  ?  Ridiculous  falsehoods  and  pretences. 
Rational  mind  gives  ns  the  only,  the  best  revelations  of  God.  There  can  be  no  other. 
Peculiar  faith  gives  us  peculiar  trifles.  How  accommodating  it  was.  The  prophecies 
;«ould  be  nothing,  if  peculiar  faith,  urged  on  by  peculiar  interest,  did  not  meet  them. 
I  Kings,  c.  xiii.  V.  11,  The  "  old  prophet  in  Bethel"  had  to  inquire,  12,  **  what  way 
went  he !  (the  man  of  God,)  14,  and  went  after  the  man  of  God,  and  found  him.  18, 
He  said  unto  him,  I  am  a  prophet  also  as  thou  art ;  and  an  angel  spake  unto  me  by  the 
word  of  the  Lord — ^but  he  lied  unto  him.  19  v.  So  he  (the  man  of  God)  went  back 
with  him,*'  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  did  not  know  it !  What  prophets !  These  be  they, 
0  world,  which  are  the  truthful.  The  one  a  liar,  the  other  ignorant !  and  the  liar  had 
prophecy  after  that !  v.  20,  "  The  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  the  prophet  that  brought 
him  hack."  The  first  had  healed  the  dried-up  hand  of  Jeroboam.  33,  "  Af\er  this  thing 
ieroboam  returned  not  from  his  evil  way,  but  made  again  of  the  lowest  of  the  people 
pnests  of  the  high  places  ;  whosoever  would,  he  consecrated  him."  The  highest  were 
only  of  that  class  at  best,  could  be  no  others.  As  bad  as  Israel,  Judah  was  worse ;  c. 
xi^tT.  32,  *^  Judah  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  above  all  that  their  fathers  had 
•ione :  23,  For  they  also  built  them  high  places  and  images  and  groves  on  every  high 
M,  and  under  every  green  tree  ;  24,  and  there  were  also  sodomites  in  the  land.  25, 
The  king  of  Egypt,  Shishak,  invaded  Jerusalem  successfully.  26,  He  took  away  the 
trpasnres  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  treasures.  30,  And  there  was  war  be- 
^Hepn  Rehoboam  and  Jeroboam  all  their  days."  Of  course  the  priestocracy  referred 
the  corruption  to  the  surrounding  nations.  And  the  speech  of  the  prophet  Ahijah  to 
J^rohoam  caused  war  between  the  people  of  Israel  and  Judah,  and  their  several  Kings, 
for  a  long  time.  He  excited  him  to  revolt  against  his  own  king,  Solomon,  because  Sie 
list  subdivided  the  kingdom  of  the  priestocracy;  and  another  prophet,  Shemaiah,  pro- 
nioted  the  success,  in  stopping  Rehoboam  from  seeking  his  own.  Thus  these  men  of 
god  made  and  unmade  kings. 

What  a  detestable  degraidation  was  the  pretence  of  prophecy.  See  the  bitter  fruits 
of  this  barbarian  sacrilege.  And  Baaaha,  the  son  of  Ahijah,  conspired  against  Nadab, 
tbe  son  of  Jeroboam,  and  destroyed  ftll  the  house  of  Jeroboam.  And  by  bible  acknow- 
Hement,  Baasha  was  as  evil  as  Jeroboam. 

Jeho  the  prophet  proclaimed  against  Baasha  and  his  house  Elah,  against  whom 
f^n^pired  Zimri,  who  was  successful.  Were  not  the  prophets  fomenters  of  discord  in 
'*>  country  ? 

Zimri  destroyed  the  whole  house,  as  the  prophet  spake.  Then  there  was  war  be- 
^"C'^n  these  two  people  of  one  family.  Then  Israel  was  divided  into  parts.  One  of 
the  ^u^isequcnt  kings,  Ahab,  served  Baal,  and  worshipped  him. 

KaJse  prophets,  they  were  all  false  prophets. 

Elijah  was  a  humane  prophet  to  tell  Ahab  that  it  should  not  rain  for  these  years,  but 
s^^cording  to  his  word,  as  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth.  Where  were  the  people  all 
'-9  tune,  the  innocent  women  and  children,  as  well  as  men  ?  Were  they  all  to  be  sac- 
noced  to  the  vanity  of  prophecy  ?  Religion  is  an  accompaniment  and  constituent  of 
ramd,  as  creationV  birthright,  uniformly  and  invariably  from  God,  but  peculiar  faith  is 
'lif.  mere  contingency  of  peculiar  education,  varying  with  places,  circumstances  and 
?«uple.    The  triumph  of  religion  over  superstition  is  the  first  law  of  God. 

1  Kings,  ch.  zvii.  v.  1,  Elijah  said  unto  Ahab,  ^*  There  shall  not  be  dew  nor  rain 
tlj^se  years,  but  according  to  my  word." 

He  was  fed  by  ravens?  He  brought  a  dead  child  to  life.  These  Juggleries  might 
^'  explained  away,  if  the  bible  was  not  false.  He  slew  hundreds  of  BaaPs  prophets, 
ind  those  of  the  groves,  I  presume  nearly  a  thousand  in  all ;  and  here  we  see  the  cni- 
5^i<?s  of  the  prophets,  bad  enough  without  involving  the  world.  These  prophets  are 
«ranffe  beings — ^the  priestocracy-jesuits.  Strange  to  say,  that  he  could  not  satisfy,  but 
""nnaed  Jezebel  by  so  doing,  and  fled  her  wrath.  What  bitter  animosities,  persecu- 
tions and  massacres  prevailed  among  the  prophets, 

Ch.  zix«  T.  9,  Elijah  had  lo  tell  the  Lord,  who  inquired  of  him  **  What  doest  thoa 
J»?rf»,  Ebjah  1" — that  is,  the  priestocracy  involve  themselves  in  their  labjrrinth — 10  v. 
**  and  he  said  •  •  for  the  children  of  Israel  have  slain  thy  prophets  with  the  sword, 
and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left" — and  the  poison  worked  both  ways  with  the  priestocracy, 
vho  were  **  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God  of  hosts.**  16,  Again  the  prophet  is  true 
^  hw  functions,  setting  up  other  kings  and  another  prophet. 

He,  Elijah,  anointed  Hazael  to  be  king  over  Syria,  leho  king  over  Israel,  and  Eli- 
^ha.  the  prophet  in  his  room.  What  a  sprig  of  despotism.  The  unction  of  priestocracy 
*aa  expNcdient  for  despotism  ;  both  are  one  and  the  same,  republicans. 

Though  Ahab  was  evil,  yet  he  whipped  the  Syrians  twice  dreadfully,  but,  ever  true 
^  their  vocation,  the  prophets  had  a  hand  in  it ;  and  yet  their  bible  only  speaks  of  '*the 

17 
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servants  of  the  king  of  Syria,"  who  were  their  pagan  priests,  advising  about  success  un- 
truthfully. Their  casuistry  is  ever  ready  to  make  themselves  the  conspicuous  actors. 
They  were  complete  masters  of  the  kings,  as  they  write  it.  The  whole  key  to  this  bible 
is,  that  it  was  written  for  the  despotism  of  the  priestocracy.  Elijah  humbled  Ahab.  C. 
xxii.  v.  20,  "And  the  Lord  said,  who  shall  persuade  Ahab— 21,  and  there  came  forth  a 
spirit ;  22,  and  the  Lord  said — ^and  he  said — and  I  will  be  2  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of 
all  his  prophets.  And  he  (the  Lord)  said,  thou  shalt  persuade  him,  and  prevail  albo: 
go  forth,  and  do  so.  23,  Now,  the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth  of  all  tlic£c 
5iy  prophets."  This  was  what  Micaiah  the  prophet  said  in  part.  The  hand  of  the  pro- 
phet was  in  the  third  battle,  when  Ahab  was  shun.  When  a  person  was  saved,  and  no 
damage  done  after  the  false  prophecy,  it  was  because  of  repentance.  What  do  priests 
differ  in  ?  They  all  lie  outrageously.  We  may  ask  triumphantly  in  detail,  as  in  all, 
what  proof  is  given  that  "  Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind  into  heaven"  1  W'ho  saw  all 
this  ?     The  bible  speaks  of  witnesses  ;  but  who  endorses  these  1     No  one.     It  is  false. 

2  Kings,  c.  iii.  v.  14,  Elisha  said,  "  were  it  not  that  I  regard  the  presence  of  Je- 
hoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah,  I  would  not  look  toward  thee,  (the  king  of  Israel,)  nor 
see  thee."  No  wonder  the  popes  put  themselves  over  kings.  What  a  mighty  influ- 
ence they  wielded,  the  victory  enured  to  their  acts  as  coming  from  the  Lord.  What  kept 
the  priestocracy  down,  even  as  much  as  it  was  ? 

Because  they  were  mortals,  and  committed  themselves  as  mortals.  Elisha  had  to 
inquire  of  the  Shunamite  what  was  the  matter,  as  "  the  Lord  hath  hid  it  from  me,  and 
hath  not  told  me."  C.  v.  v.  15,  And  he  (Naaman)  said,  now  I  know  that  there  is  no 
God  in  all  the  earth,  but  in  Israel !  and  positively  no  such  god  elsewhere  ;  hence  mind 
cannot  know  him.  Elisha  made  Gehazi  a  leper,  as  white  as  snow,  from  Naaman's  lepro> 
sy.  The  prophets  ought  to  have  repelled  the  invasion  of  enemies,  have  civilized  the 
world,  possessed  of  such  potent  power.  But  this  petty  capital  of  theirs  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent calibre  altogether,  existent  in  the  atmosphere  of  bibles.  How  this  false  pretence 
defeats  itself. 

The  juggle  of  the  peculiar  god  who  only  lived  in  Israel,  is  a  far  different  thing  from 
the  unappreciable  dignity  of  the  God  of  the  universe.  The  priestocracy  of  couric  ia 
correspondent.  They  only  let  this  peculiar  god,  this  Juggernaut,  speak  as  they  spoke. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  men  were  engaged  in  this  legend.  W  ill  the  world  ever 
thoroughly  analyze  this  curious  dynasty  1  Gehazi  saw  his  master  lie,  and  what  else 
could  he  do  but  lie  ?  That  was  his  trade.  But  this  is  an  episode,  to  give  tlie  boldest 
relief  to  the  position  of  Elisha.  How  curiously  this  net-wotk  is  woven !  Are  yoa 
preparing  for  the  ministry  ?  You  must  be  a  sophist,  positively.  C.  vi,  6,  And  the  man 
of  God  said,  where  fell  it  1  And  he  showed  him  the  place  ;  and  he  cut  a  stick,  andcabl 
it  in  thither  ;  and  the  iron  did  swim. 

This  is  only  a  small  slip.  Where  is  the  necessity  for  the  man  of  God  to  inquired 
The  writer  only  outdid  himself ;  he  was  asleep  when  he  wrote  that  small  circumstance.  \ 
C.  ix.  True  to  his  vocation,  Elisha  had  another  prophet  to  have  Jehu  anointed  king  of  , 
Israel,  to  avenge  on  Ahab^s  house  the  blood  of  the  prophets  at  the  hands  of  Jezebel. 
It  was  dangerous  for  kings  to  resist  prophets,  who  were  not  sophists  for  nothing.  14  v. 
So  Jehu,  the  son  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  conspired  against  Joraro,  for  the 
whoredoms  and  witchcrafts  of  Jezebel ;  c.  x,  v.  16,  and  he  (Jehu)  said,  see  my  zeal 
for  the  Lord.  17,  He  slew  all  that  remained  unto  Ahab  in  Samaria,  till  he  had  de- 
stroyed him,  according  to  the  saying  of  the  Lord,  which  he  spake  to  Elijah.  He 
caused  seventy  of  Ahab^s  children  to  be  beheaded,  and  excused  the  assassination  by  the 
•prophecy  of  Elijah,  "  for  the  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he  spake  by  his  servant  Eli- 

i'ah."  What  a  dangerous  and  ferocious  union  of  church  and  state  !  Wo  to  the  man  that 
ifted  up  his  countenance  against  the  priestocracy.  Is  the  world  asleep  1  Is  it  so  de- 
testably corrupt  as  to  be  the  perpetual  tool  of  such  ignoble  myrmidons  ?  Is  the  histor)' 
of  the  Jews  aught  but  one  revolting  and  disgusting  scene  of  conspiracy,  through  the 
priestocracy,  against  the  rights  of  the  people  1 

This  same  sneaking  and  cowardly  Elijah,  who  could  not  face  the  living  Jezebel, 
caused  his  tool  Elisha  to  promote  his  tail  to  perpetrate  the  most  vindictive  revenge 
upon  her  descendants ;  and  the  excuse,  ever  sovereign,  was,  thus  saith  Israel's  God ! 
Jehu  carried  out  the  creature.  He  destroyed  all  the  priests  of  Baal,  between  whom 
and  the  other  priests  there  was  war,  and  to  prove  it  conclusively,  he  followed  aAer  the 
golden  calves  of  Jeroboam  in  Bethel  and  Dan,  preferring  them  to  any  other.  Of  course, 
miserably  corrupt  were  the  whole,  without  exception.  Now,  if  these  were  true  prophet?, 
they  had  no  function  to  select  pure  kings.  C.  x,  v.  32,  The  old  excuse  is  assigned,  as 
"  Hazael  smote  them  (the  people)  in  all  the  coasts  ol  Israel,"  that  **  The  Lord  began  to 
cut  Israel  short."  Ch.  xi,  v.  9,  Jehoida  the  priest  commanded,  v.  12,  and  they  made 
p^^hlm.(the  king's  son)  king,  and  anointed  him,  and  they  clapped  their  hands,  and  said, 
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''God  save  tho  klng.^  Jeholda,  the  priest,  bad  the  Jew  usarper  killed,  and  destroyed  all 
Baara  i)ouse»  Sm,,  by  the  LordV  people — that  is,  the  priestocracy^s  people,  full  proof 
th^t  the  Jews  belonged  to  the  priests.  Jehoash  was  the  priest-advised  king.  Let  the 
pretended  prophets  hide  themselves  behind  mysteries ;  let  them  tell  their  own  curious 
tile,  mix  the  probable  with  the  improbable  and  the  miracle,  and  the  system  is  complete 
for  verdant  people,  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  God  of  the  Jews  and* all  such  machinery,  all 
the  Elijahs  to  sustain  him,  but  then  they  horribly  neglect  the  God  of  the  universe,  who 
nee  is  no  more  than  that  which  is  enough  to  prove  himself.  This  pure  Being  does  not 
dunge.  He  is  immutable.  He  does  to^iay,  what  he  did  alway  at  first.  He  is  per* 
feetly  immoiable.  If  he  be  not,  if  he  ever  offered  miracles,  he  is  obliged  to  give  them 
Dovr,  to  be  consistent.  But  this  perfect  Being  acts  the  very  reverse  to  miracles,  to 
prove  bis  exalted  character. 

Did  not  tlie  kings  retain  prophets  in  their  cabinet  of  councillors  1  They  appear  to 
have  acted  as  the  dictators,  the  secretaries  of  state.  There  should  be  perpetual  mo- 
mentoes  of  miracles  to  be  for  every  generation  surely,  as  all  generations  were  the 
beneficiaries,  and  had  tbe  absolute  right  to  demand  these  miracles.  Afler  all  the  tinker- 
m^  and  botching  of  the  world^s  priestocracy,  they  had  not  the  sagacity  to  see,  or  the 
iiuoeaty  of  truth  to  acknowledge,  that  it  was  mind  through  which  God  of  mind  has 
maintained  his  conservative  action  through  the  universe. 

But  how  came  the  priestocracy  not  to  make  more  miracles,  and  better,  at  least  less 
liable  to  detection  and  exposure,  as  they  had  the  universe  to  draw  on  ?  They  never 
could  have  originated  them  at  all  at  first  had  science  been  exact,  and  mind  honest.  It 
proves  conclusively  that  mind  and  science  were  in  a  miserable  fix  at  the  first  stages  of 
existence,  by  perversions  that  took  all  advantages  of  that  ignorance,  and  that  none  on 
Goiia  earth  hav^  ever  been  baser  than  the  priestocracy.     >ione  can  be  worse. 

That  sophisticated  state  now  prevails  over  much  of  the  world  ;  and  instead  of  honest 
piitnots  seeking  to  put  it  down,  most  are  actually  nurturing  it ! 

Let  any  gypsey  be  brought  forward,  and  now  crowds  flock  in  some  places  to  see  her 
prodigies.  False  pretences  are  advanced,  and  the  wonder-loving,  sight-seeing,  super-^ 
^utious  people  feed  and  fatten  their  own  fictions. 

Only  to  think  of  a  pig  drawing  crowds  of  people  to  hear  their  fortunes  told  in  1850. 
The  pig  separated  its  master's  tales,  separated  even  married  people,  and  was  sacrificed 
to  their  fury.  What  should  have  been  done  with  the  master,  the  most  guilty  wretch  ? 
But  is  nobody  else  amenable  to  censure  ?  Who  are  the  aiders  and  abettors,  that  give 
comfort  and  aid  to  all  this  stupid  senselessness,  this  bullion  of  imposition  ? 

What  senseless  fury  of  the  people,  and  what  nonsensical  faith  or  credulity  !  There 
are  do  Umits  to  foolish  faith.  The  people  should  at  least  analyse  all  that  pertains  to 
tbis  point,  and  know  that  if  they  did  not  furnish  the  vitality  that  all  such  humbugs  would 
necessarily  die  of  themselves.  What  malignancy  attends  prophecy.  What  a  spirit  it 
engenders  among  the  wise-acres. — I  told  you  so. 

What  was  that  of  Ishmael,  with  *'  his  hand  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  band 
against  him.''  That  is  a  caricature  of  hujnan  nature,  and  the  basest  libel  of  its  author, 
Ciod.    To  this  day  the  Arab  is  libeled  under  this  prophecy  and  peculiar-hating  faith. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  prophecies,  that  we  can  see,  beyond  what  may  be  expected 
rrom  those  savage  times.  What  horrid  sin  of  the  prophets  1  One  superstition  is  put 
for  another  superstition,  one  pagan  idolatry  is  substituted  for  another.  As  to  the  pro- 
phecies, if  there  had  been  any,  it  was  too  easy  to  estabHsh  by  them  most  conclusively. 

The  truth  was  not  spoken  by  the  priestocracy,  who  lie  always. 

AU  the  bible  dramas  among  the  people  are  Jesuitical  throughout.  What  do  yon  want 
^ith  prophecy?  Can  anything  make  mankind  more  miserable  and  corrupt  1  The 
govonunent  of  universal  providence  repels  the  idea. 

Doss  God  create  misery  or  evil  1  The  priestocracy  does  that  too  much  already,  with 
it»  calibre  for  ruin. 

But  you  wish  by  all  means  to  cultivate  (he  wonderful.  It  is  you  that  make  miracles, 
that  is,  wonder  at  what  are  merely  common  phenomena  on  the  solution  of  science  on 
»iequate  analysis. 

The  most  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  prophecy  is,  that  it  is  tlie  clairtoyance  of  som- 
nambulism, a  diseased  state  of  mind.  How  far  can  that  go  ?  Is  that  in  reality,  afler 
all  said,  anything  1 

It  is  asserted  of  some,  that  they  could  tell  important  events  then  transpiring  at  dia- 
tut  i^sQes.  But  could  they  foretell  the  future,  the  deeds  of  other  spheres?  That 
looks  impossible.  We  have  no  authentic  accounts,  and  believe  that  much  imposition 
of  this  character  has  been  practised. 

When  we  are  told  of  heaven,  it  is  the  detail  of  men's  dreamy  thoughts,  amounting  to 
Mti^g  after  all 
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The  prophets  assume  because  they  s^eak  by  their  writings. 

The  world  has  been  ambitious  of  the  marvellous,  the  miraculous,  of  prophecy.  AO 
wisdom  can  point  out  analogy,  wise  foresight,  but  not  insight,  as  all  pretence  thereto  Ia 
.imposture.  Be  the  advantage  of  ventriloquism,  voice  and  hand  jugglery,  what  they  may, 
but  mind-jugglery  covers  the  whole  ground  of  false  pretences. 

There  is  no  effect  without  a  cause,  and  though  we  cannot  account  for  it,  yet  this 
principle  is  universal  to  God.  Every  ancient  nation  has  had  its  gods.  The  system 
that  describes  some  of  them  is  a  bible.  To  make  them  most  impressive,  legends  of 
miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries  are  conmion.  Now,  does  it  follow  that  such  are 
right  ?  How  do  you  know  that  they  are  wrong  ?  Try  them  by  the  only  potential  jury, 
mind  and  reason,  and  they  can  give  this  only  righteous  verdict  against  such.  You  deem 
them  right,  because  your  education  has  been  peculiar,  you  have  been  taught  to  believf 
implicitly  in  them  by  a  blind  faith.  Now,  all  the  education  and  faith  were  false,  the 
pretended  miracles  were  false.  You  did  not  question  the  first  position,  that  your  duty 
to  mind  absolutely  required.  You  sacrificed  your  mind^s  rights  at  the  altar  of  the 
priestocracy  of  superstition.  You  have  been  wofully  deceived,  and  that  by  mind  and 
self-delusion. 

The  question  of  mind  is  paramount  to  all  others,  and  should  hold  them  in  abeyance. 
How,  then,  can  you  resign  yourself  to  such  subtle  and  designing  impostors  as  those  who 
fabricated  such  unprincipled  plans  ? 

The  question  of  mind  and  reason  is  not  advanced  as  a  rational  one,  but  by  sophistTy, 
in  defence  of  superstition.  It  has  ever  been  so  with  the  priestocracy.  Are  they  more 
truthful  now  than  previously,  except  so  far  as  science  compels  them  1  Be  not  their 
blind  victim,  to  be  fleeced  and  derided  by  them  and  posterity. 

You  appreciate  augurs  and  soothsayers ;  they  are  the  priestocracy,  all  analogous. 
Magicians  and  astrologers  of  the  world  in  the  days  of  ignorance  prevailed,  as  humbug 
is  the  creature  of  ignorance.  When  we  cannot  account  for  miracles,  or  any  wondrous 
events  in  the  universe,  the  difficulty  of  solution  is  in  us,  and  it  is  not  in  existence  as  to 
the  miracles  which  cannot  possibly  have  a  being  in  this  creation.  Miracle,  prophecy, 
and  mystery  are  the  creatures  of  ignorance,  that  has  a  prolific  brood  of  humbugs,  let  off 
in  every  age  of  the  world  to  the  present  day.  Of  course,  then,  none  such  are  of  God. 
Who  endorses  the  miracles.  When  people  speak  of  a  miracle,  it  is  their  direct  admis- 
sion of  ignorance  of  nature's  laws  and  phenomena.  The  science  of  all  natural  laws 
destroys  all  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries. 

Miracle  is  a  thing  to  be  wondered  at,  that  cannot  be  defined  as  to  its  natnre  and 
character,  though-  a  natural  phenomenon  that  exceeds  the  knowledge  of  science  in  the 
philosophy  of  the  miracle-maker.  It  is  the  ignorance  of  the  audience  that  makes  the 
miracle,  not  the  man  pretending  to  operate. 

Revealed  religion !  who  revealed  it  but  mind  ? 

What  is  more,  is  false  pretences.  Where,  now,  are  your  prophecies?  This  is  a  test 
question.  A  great  attempt  has  been  made  about  God's  mysteries.  All  that  are  priests* 
mysteries  do  not  enlighten  the  world.  The  .world  is  none  the  wiser  whether  they  be 
God's  or  not,  by  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  nay,  farther  removed  from  them.  As  to 
prophecy,  aU  that  is  practicable  is  by  the  inspirations  of  mind  through  sound  sense  and 
philosophical  science,  can  be  thus  only  consummated.  What  does  somnambulism  add 
to  the  proof?  Where  mystery  prevails,  there  the  bible  false  pretences  prevail.  The 
world  is  after  making  something  by  abuse  of  man. 

There  are  even  now  the  omens  of  birds,  from  which  auguries  are  drawn !  Of  what 
avail  is  the  mind  without  rational  education  ?  The  mind  that  has  instilled  into  it  sopf  r- 
stition,  can  rarely  eradicate  the  evil  of  peculiar  faith  or  credulity  in  such  things.  The 
idea  of  ghosts,  not  the  ghost,  haunts  the  mind  of  the  credulous  vulgar.  The  world,  in 
the  folds  of  peculiar  faith,  speaks  of  miracles,  and  there  never  was  one ;  even  the  great 
creation  of  the  universe,  and  the  mighty  creation  of  mind,  if  you  are  mncere  in  miracles, 
must  be  only  a  paramount  problem ;  and  this  has  proved  the  authenticity  of  the  Creator's 
bible,  whose  volumes  are  its  mighty  solar  systems,  that  your  soul  has  to  read  to  appre- 
ciate the  divine  author,  and  realize  tlie  divine  presence,  the  Holy  Centre. 

It  is  clear  thdt  mind  is  supreme  of  creation,  and  therefore  must  be  the  particular 
centre  of  due  honor  that  can  never  be  paid  short  of  immortality. 

Rational  mind  needs  no  prophecy  of  man's  black  letter  peculiar  bible,  when  the  most 
illustrious  document  is  in  bold  relief  most  patent. 

The  only  seeming  prophecy  is  entrusted  to  the  function  of  time,  the  measure  of 
motion  of  each  orb. 

When  the  immortal  soul  has  read  through  in  eternity,  then  the  universe-problem  will 
be  solved. 

It  ia  impious  to  ask  of  man  miracles  and  prophecies,  when  the  problem  is  elsewbets 
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ra  pinper  eoarse  of  aoltition.  Were  the  pretenders  crazy,  or  those  that  believe  them 
jffophets? 

Prophecies  and  miracles  should  not  close  at  all,  bat  should  continue,  as  they  are  as 
necessary  now  as  ever,  for  the  influence  is  to  be  on  mind  that  cannot  take  cognizance 
thereof  unless  submitted  to  all  the  proper  tests  of  the  senses.  That  is  the  nature  of 
honoraUe  testimony,  of  truth  and  honesty.  The  priestocracy  pretend  to  the  assertion, 
and  they  first  originated  the  whole  legends.  Was  it  because  they  had  no  legitimate 
ofspriDg  of  religion,  that  they  were  reckless  of  the  effects  of  their  falsehoods  on 
posterity  ?    It  was  their  profession,  that  was  enough. 

Of  what  nse  are  the  pretended  prophecies,  their  bible  and  patriarchs  as  they  were 
called ;  all  that,  when  none  can  be  or  are  proved  ?  Why  this  best  of  proofs  omitted  ? 
Who  endorses  all  such  ?  The  affiliated.  What  the. interested  sophists?  Can  a  sworn 
^phist  tell  the  truth  ?  That  would  be  a  miracle  indeed.  This  bible  will  not  stand  the 
test  of  morals  mucii  less  of  religion.  What  was  Noah^s  prophecy  against  Canaan  for  ? 
i^ureiy  be  never  made  such  but  by  subsequent  operators.  Much  stress  is  laid  upon  the 
position  of  Canaan,  and  enough  to  have  fragments  of  hostility  thereby  in  the  human  family. 

Now  if  I  understand  his  story  rightly,  as  far  as  presented,  the  children  of  Shem 
vere  in  the  worst  bondage  to  Ham's  descendants  in  Egypt,  for  four  hundred  years,  if 
ve  allow  that  statement  of  the  bible,  which  clearly  proves  prophecy  futile ;  and  when 
it  states,  too,  the  same  people  were  in  subjection  to  the  Canaanites  for  years. 

Codd  morals  be  worse,  than  credulity  in  such  a  book-curse  to  the  world  ?  The 
writers  were  the  most  pitiful  pettifoggers  in  the  drama  of  human  events,  and  confined 
their  bigoted  contraction  to  their  little  circle,  not  even  of  facts,  but  of  their  miserable 
£ctioD.  In  the  so  miscalled  universal  empires,  those  of  Shem  and  Japheth,  the  pre- 
tended bible  first  3tock,  after  its  deluge,  alternately  were  the  subjects,  and  are  yet,  so  far 
a$  that  implies.  Now  what  has  been  worse  than  the  vassalage  of  the  Jews,  for  oentu- 
riea  since  then  ?  That  was  a  theme  for  a  statesman.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such 
(raditioQ  is  correct,  any  more  the  prophecy,  all  one,  and  the  same.  The  bible  ancient 
lineage  is  as  fiilse  as  the  balance  pretended.  It  bears  the  ear-msirks  of  the  priestocracy, 
^  in  no  part  of  the  world,  and  in  no  age,  did  they  ever  rise  to  the  dignity  of  men,  but 
»Qok  far  below  the  rights  of  mind,  ever.  What,  then,  is  all  biblical  prophecy  worth  ? 
Before  we  can  be  assured  of  the  first  prophecy  of  Noah,  that  reflects  on  the  justice  of 
Ood  for  panishing  Canaan  for  his  father.  Ham,  who  had  other  eons,  we  shoold  have  it 
proved  that  the  whole  earth  was  known  to  the  writers  at  that  day,  which  is  clearly  dis- 
proved by  their  making  it  a  plane,  instead  of  a  globe.  It  is  even  improbable,  since  a 
great  portion  of  it  has  been  long  since  their  time  discovered  to  the  nK>derns,  tlie  dis- 
covery of  wliich  enabled  them  to  pronounce  its  rotundity.  Was  there  ever  such  a  man 
»s  Noah  1    Whai  mortals  can  endorse  it  ? 

Kow  what  sort  of  justice  was  there  in  condemning  a  .race  of  people  to  perpetual 
^rritude,  on  account  of  a  drunkard^s  nakedness  being  seen  by  his  son  ? 

Did  the  God  of  the  universe  have  any  hand  in  that  ?  Is  this  inspiration  ?  Was  vision 
M  90  unpardonable  ?  Was  it  any  personal  action  done  to  Noah  ?  Had  it  been  a  par- 
•vide,  the  corse  could  not  have  been  greater. 

Is  this  bible-morals ;  certainly  not  religion  ? 

h  seems  that  one  of  its  patriarchs,  Noah,  got  so  drunk  that  he  stripped  off  his 
clothes  and  exposed  his  nakedness  to  his  sons,  and  noi  content  with  all  that,  he  cursed 
^Qt,  and  worse  than  all,  like  a  stupid  beast,  he  cursed  his  innocent  grandson  i 

How  could  Noah  be  a  just  man  and  perfect  in  his  generation,  walking  with  God,  if 
ke  cursed  the  Canaanites  in  his  drunkenness  ?  But  he  did  it  from  divine  impulse  !  That 
adds  impiety  to  blasphemy.  It  brings  down  the  character  of 'God  to  degraded  man, 
aod  causes  him  to  perpetrate  an  irrational  deed. 

The  nearest  version  is,  that  because  fanatics  sought  Canaan^s  land,  the  last  were  pro- 
DOQQced  accursed  to  justify  land  piracy,  murder  by  the  wholesale,  and  all  the  accursed 
ahominations  of  barbarism. 

Is  this  the  loveliest  attitude  of  prophecy,  that  brutalizes  man,  and  Ubels  hia  maker  ? 
When  one  superstition  was  only  to  be  superseded  by  another,  a  prolific  crop  of  pagan- 
ism to  the  remotest  times.  What  was  in  such  ?  There  is  no  excuse,  much  less  justi- 
fication, because  the  priestocracy  fabricated  this  impious  felony. 

Trae  is  such  prophecy  ?  Man  of  mind,  republican,  can  you  be  so  far  lost  to  your 
rights  to  believe  such  ? 

Having  disposed  of  one  of  the  patriarchs,  let  us  try  another.  What  can  be  more 
Qotrue  than  the  prophecy  of  Abraham,  a  proplhet  as  called  by  the  bible,  respecting  the 
Isiaelites,  Gen.  xiii.,  14,  and  the  Lord  said  unto  Abraham,  ch.  xiii.,  t.  15.,  "  For  all 
uie  land  which  thon  seest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  forever." 

Bitf,  aay  the  affiliated,  this  Abramie  prophecy  was  8ubse<iuently  modified.    Agreed, 
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oays  liberal  monotheiBm,  to  all  the  legitimate  extent,  and  then  all  modificatioiiB  are  sl'iJ 
stronger  against  it,  the  afterthoughts  of  the  priestocracy. 

What  shall  be  said  of  Moses,  the  dictator  of  the  priestocracy  1  His  prophecy  is  not 
proved  though :  Deu.  xxxiv.  10,  ^^  There  arose  not  a  prophet  since  in  Israel,  hke 
unto  JMoses,  whom  the  Lord  knew  face  to  face."  We  will  try  him  by  Joshua,  his 
prime  minister,  who  assuredly  will  do  him  justice  :  Josh.  ch.  xiv.,  r.  9,  *'  And  Moses 
sware  on  that  day,  saying,  surely  the  land  whereon  thy  feet  have  trodden,  shall  be  thine 
inheritance,  and  thy  children's  forever,  because  thou  hast  wholly  followed  the  Lord  my 
God.'*     Was  Moses  the  world-maker,  or  the  Creator  1 

What  can  be  not  only  falser  than  all  the  preceding  affected  prophecies,  but  more 
abominable  blasphemies  ? 

Where  the  Turk  rules,  is  that  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan  for- 
ever, by  the  Jews  1 

These  prophecies  were  the  purest  and  most  unadulterated  of  any  ;  why  not  fulfilledl 
Because  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  God  to  have  ever  made  any  such.     No-^nerer. 

The  God  of  the  universe  is  not  like  man's  creation's  gods.  What  can  be  more  un- 
true than  all  this  ?  The  pretended  prophecies  of  Noah  are  equally  futile.  W^ho  can 
endorse  a  universal  deluge  of  this  globe,  in  the  face  of  impossibilities  %  None  of  Ihese 
pretences  can  be  modified  without  blasphemy,  as  the  God  of  the  universe  is  the  God 
of  foresight.  Any  other  category  makes  him  a  god  of  ailerthought,  peculiar  and 
imbecile,  clearly  a  priestocracy's  work. 

Those  who  prophecy  of  the  final  restoration  of  the  Jews  are  Moses,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel,  &c.  How  comes  the  prophecy  already  quoted  of  the  grand  patriarch  Abra- 
ham not  fulfilled  ?  That  cuts  all  these  subsequent  prophets  down  at  one  blow,  from 
which  all  Jewry  and  its  bibles  cannot  recover.  That  is  all  of  a  piece  in  the  whole 
humbug. 

What  could  have  been  of  greater  value  than  the  lost  tribes  ?  Why  were  they  not  re- 
covered and  united  to  the  nation  1 .  Does  pretended  prophecy  represent  any  elevated 
character,  of  policy  or -statesmanship  or  world  government?  It  seems  that  the  la«t  is 
6U]:reme  over  it.  It  did  not  begin  to  render  them  or  mankind  susceptible  of  mental  im- 
provement, but  debased  it.  When  we  duly  estimate  the  false  pretences,  the  balance  is 
mimeasurably  against  all  such. 

They  all  necessarily  present  falsehoods.  The  books  of  Moses  from  Genesis  to  Deu- 
teronomy, contain  several  remarkable  interpolations,  the  last  of  which  proves  particular- 
ly them  written  very  many  centuries  after  Moses  is  said  to  have  died.  Deuter.  chap. 
xxxiv.,  V.  10. — ^^  And  there  arose  not  a  prophet  since  in  Israel  like  unto  Mosesy  vbom 
the  Lord  knew  face  to  face." 

This  would  not  have  been  written  injustice  to  truth  till  afler  all  the  prophets  so  called 
lived  with  whom  the  comparison  is  made.      If  written  after  all,  they  are  forgeries,  if 
before,  they  are  false.     What  profit  then,  can  they  be  to  the  world  to  whom  even  pro- 
•  phecy  is  a  wholesale  forgery  and 'falsehood  i 

No  matter  by  whom  written,  the  books  are  anonymous,  and  unv^rthy  of  credit  as  ti- 
tiated  by  interpolations  if  not  by  legends  originally. 

That  is  too  plain  to  miss,  after  what  we  have  seen  of  Moses. 

As  to  prophecies  we  see  the  oracles  of  the  heathens  claim  them,  the  Philistines, 
Pharaoh,  Nebuchadnezzar,  Balaam,  and  even  his  ass. 

The  pretension  to  divination  was  a  profession  among  the  ancients.  Now  as  to  the 
prophecies  of  Moses  about  the  Jews,  all  that  had  transpired  up  to  the  time  of  writing  the 
last  word  in  Deuteronomy  must  be  embraced.  Of  course  the  story  presented  is  like  all 
priestocracy's  work,  after-thoughts.  Can  enlightened  minds  of  the  present  daj  be  en- 
trapped by  such  scurvy  tricks  1  They  would  laugh  at  the  Roman,  Greek  or  Egyptian 
mummeries  of  augury  and  soothsaying,  yet  can  take  in  all  that  of  the  Jews,  that  of  course 
is  worse,  bv  being  knavishly  fixecl  up. 

Do  not  the  moderns  need  the  policy  of  prophecy  which  would  be  immutable,  if  u»e 
God  of  the  universe  had  instituted  it  ? 

That  such  should  become  extinct  proves  a  change  only  in  character,  with  the  Jew 
peculiar  God. 

It  is  worse  than  children's  play,  to  talk  about  prophecies.  In  what  a  miserable  di- 
lemma and  transgression  does  thie  admission  place  the  modems,  who  not  only  stnltifj 
their  own  exalted  minds  in  taking  and  endorsing  these  false  pretences  of  the  priesto- 
cracy, but  blaspheme  their  God  1 

W  hat  are  the  credentials  of  divine  mission  1  Miracles.  What  honorable  proof  to» 
the  world  of  them  1     None,  but  false  pretences. 

Do  they  establish  anything  then,  trustworthy  ? 

All  the  miracles  in  the  world  as  assumed,  cannot  repel  for  a  moment  any  sectan^m^ 
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ancient  or  modern,  Christ's  or  Smith's  ;  that  invalidates  and  vitiates  all  titles  claimed. 
AJl  sectarianism  thus  declared  is  antagonistic  to  God's  unity,  that  must  not  bo  vie- 
hted,  else  creation  is  violated  in  its  preservation.  So  of  course  prophecies  are  perfect- 
Iv  worthless,  a  dead  letter,  analogous  to  all  its  bibles. 

I  need  not  particularize  how  defective  all  this  is  about  Christ,  till  I  reach  that  parti> 
cnViT :  or  of  the  false  positions  of  a  Paul,  who  reminds  us  of  the  astrologer  who  knew 
n!!  about  the  distant  stars,  yet  proved  his  utter  ignorance  by  falling  into  a  near  pit. 

^Vhat  can  be  falser  than  John's  revelation  1 

John  that  proclaimed  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia,  proclaimed  the  absurdities  al)0ut 
f'r  •"  bible's  heaven,  which  destroy  the  false  pretences  about  Christ's  greatest  miracles. 
'i  h'js  thffy  perpetrate  murder  on  others,  and  suicide  on  themselves. 

John  only  told  too  much,  and  in  making  a  peculiar  heaven  for  the  peculiar  gods,  he 
}ut  the  lasf  blow  of  destruction,  and  toppled  it  all  over. 

Are  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  understood  by  the  best  minds  ?  If  they  are,  why  do 
ihf'j  differ  so  essentially  ?  Those  prophecies  cannot  be  interpreted  alike,  by  the  mo- 
df-rns.  Of  what  use  are  they  to  the  world,  that  looks  at  truth  and  not  oracles,  that  are 
ail  analogous  from  those  of  the  pythoness  to  those  of  this  monomaniac  ? 

The  genius  of  best  minds  is  rendered  impracticable  in  his  quagmire  about  the  ac- 
eoanting  for  the  kingdoms,  at  the  miserable  guess-work,  at  the  blasphemy  of  this  trash, 
for  Asia  as  well  as  Europe.  Thus  it  is  the  most  ludicrous,  the  most  ridiculous  position 
of  the  amateurs,  that  they  now  require  a  prophet,  to  unravel  the  prophecies  of  the  past ! 
These  be  thy  gods,  ye  idol- worshippers.  How  could  this  prophecy  bo  true,  when  "  The 
fourth  beast  shall  be  fourth  kingdom  upon  earth,  which  shall  be  diverse  from  alt  king- 
doms, and  shall  devour  the  whole  earth,  and  shall  tread  it  down,  and  break  it  in  pieces.^ 
Whfre  was  there  a  universal  empire  ? 

What  can  be  falser  than  this,  if  the  fourth  empire,  that  is  assumed  to  be  universal,  is 
n.vsTimed  to  be  that  of  Rome  the  ancient  ?  Her  power,  as  imperial  as  it  was,  did  not 
f^xtf'nd  cast  beyond  Babylon.  How  could  it  be  a  universal  empire,  to  leave  out  a  ma- 
j'»r:ty  of  the  world's  population,  and  one  of  two  continents  ?  The  limits  of  that  empire 
wnre  fixed  by  Hadrian  on  the  western  side  of  the  Euphrates,  or  on  the  very  borders  of 
<'b:ildea.  How  can  this  last  part  be  true?  Where  was  China,  with  her  one-third  of 
the  world'H.  population ;  India,  with  her  eighth ;  Australia — when  America  was  not 
^'vrii  known  ?  When  was  Arabia  wholly  subdued,  that  the  bible  defenders  evince  was 
subject  to  no  empire  ? 

Is  this  prophecy  against  prophecy,  and  that  in  the  same  bible,  the  modern  Daniel 
ayiinst  the  ancient  patriarch  Abraham  ?  But  worse  than  that,  there  is  a  fatal  collision 
between  the  last  and  Christ ;  for  if  Ishmael  *^  will  be  a  wild  man,  his  hand  will  be  against 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him,"  how  will  Christ  have  "  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession  ?"  '^  To  whom  every  knee  should  bow,"  and 
becoming  united,  they  should  "  love  the  brethren."  This  kingdom  of  Rome  was  equal- 
led, if  not  excelled  by  that  of  the  Saracens,  after  it. 

Consistency  is  a  jewel,  that  such  bibles  cannot  attain.  The  Millerites,  who  have  had 
awful  and  fatal  panics,  in  several  of  their  corps,  given  ta  some  of  the  timid,  to  causing 
thfir  deaths,  can  now  well  appreciate  the  impracticable  prophecies,  and  find  the  diffi- 
<'ulty  on  the  other  side  of  the  proposition  ;  for  assuredly,  if  they  never  reach  their  ulti- 
mate place  of  rest  till  the  decyphering  takes  place,  they  will  have  to  look  on  the  other 
side  of  eternity. 

The  bible  speaks  of  false  prophets,  as  if  all  were  not  so  that  pretended  to  prophecy. 
If  they  are  not  so,  the  fault  does  not  lie  with  them,  but  those  that  affect  to  think 
otherwise. 

Whit  else  but  the  lying  sort  can  prophets  be  ;  so  far  from  knowing  prophecy,  they 
do  not  come  up  to  the  facts  of  creation,  or  of  truth.  • 

There  are  no  prophecies  but  are  all  matters  of  a  piece  with  the  vitiated  books  of 
Moses. 

There  is  nothing  certain  in  the  peculiar  faith  bibles,  not  even  tlieir  heaven,  whose 
TTv  God  changed  and  repented.  All  the  conception  of  the  priestocracy  reflected,  as  a 
mirror,  the  utter  insignificance  of  their  peculiar  faiths  and  bibles.  Had  not  the  Creator 
impressed  on  mind  all  the  elements  of  its  duties,  all  that  man  could  do  would  be  totally 
inefficient. 

Peruliar  faith  and  prophecies  present  a  sad  riew  of  the  earth's  history.  To  estimate 
the  earth's  desolation,  we  have  only  to  notice  their  ancient  conflicts.  Martial  piracy 
w->«  morh  identified  with  their  persecution.  Vandalism  prevails  throughout  these 
K>  n*»s  of  violence.  The  priestocracy  were  universally  after  power,  and  all  that 
rr  •!  1  procure  it  It  is  ever  in  this  light  that  we  must  study  them.  When  it  is  said 
Jl.il  Gecserir,  the  king  of  the  Vandals,  the  most  bigoted,  persecuted  the  orthodox  Chris- 
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tians,  it  was  of  a  character  ia  his  overrunning  and  plundering  Rome.  The  world  pr&- 
aents  an  analogous  condition  of  peculiar  faiths  suffering  in  turn  from  each  other,  unre- 
strained by  the  enlightened  benefits  of  mental  toleration. 

Rational  religionists  desire  to  exclude  the  vandalism  of  all  such  faith,  now  too  abun- 
dantly despotic. 

Let  not  bible  interpreters  pretend  to  solve  prophecies  by  any  bible  legends.  They 
should  attend  to  a  better  theme.  Who  does  not  recollect  the  savage  Fortius  Catos 
famous  "Carthage  must  be  destroyed." 

When  ready  to  become  subjects,  the  citizens  were  excluded  from  the  city,  that  it 
might  be  destroyed.  The  savage  Romans  burnt  this  city  of  seven  hundred  thousand 
people,  razing  it  to  its  foundations.     Even  the  Roman  general  wept  over  its  ruins. 

It  is  faithful  history  that  embraces  science  and  philosophy  ;  that  presents  the  right 
causes  and  effects — not  oracle  prophecies,  a  thing  of  no  existence — ^that  rational  mind 
needs. 

What  do  the  Jew  oracles  say  of  the  destruction  of  this,  one  of  the  most  splendid  cities 
of  the  world  ?  This  was  a  remarkable  event  in  the  world^s  history  and  timers  annuls, 
in  which  the  pure  priestocracy  could  have  dilated  for  a  world^s  benefit.  But  Jew,  as 
well  as  Canaanite  hands,  were  reeking  with  human  sacrifices. 

Did  we  see  Jews  coming  forward  to  civilize  the  balance  of  mankind,  in  the  arrest  of 
such  things,  when  other  nations  established  it  as  a  compact,  and  proved  themselves  long- 
ways ahead  of  Jewry  in  civilization  ? 

What !  the  Jews  not  helping  to  humanize  the  world,  when  they  boasted  of  having 
a  peculiar  God,  that  did  all  peculiarly  for  Jewry  ? 

No  ;  they  sunk  into  the  lowest  barbarism  themselves,  by  the  effects  of  this  very  pro- 
phecy, and  devoted  their  own  proud  city,  Jerusalem,  to  be  sacked  by  Titus,  and  sacri- 
ficed on  the  bloody  altar  of  this  same  prophecy  more  than  a  million  of  their  own  fellow- 
citizens,  immolated  by  the  delusion  of  an  oracle  of  their  degraded  priestocracy.  What 
was  prophecy  and  all  the  accompaniment  for,  but  the  best  civilization  of  the  world  ? 

Has  such  mission  ever  been  thus  proved  ? 

Not  an  iota,  for  the  reverse  has  been  established,  in  the  fearful  annals  of 
humanity. 

A  mighty  inspiration  was  that  which  lefl  out  of  sight  of  the  world,  some  of  its  best 
portions,  one  of  its  two  continents !  That  ignored  the  form  even  of  the  globe,  the 
philosophy  of  its  position,  the  reasons,  &c.  Ah,  but  these  things  did  not  concern  tlis 
Jews.  Come  Jew,  christian,  prophets  should  tell  us,  then,  where  were  tlie  lost  ten 
tribes !  This  was  a  question  of  importance,  for  the  proof  of  prophecy.  Has  it  been 
answered  ?  Better  was  it  not  expedient  to  h^ve  that  loss  prevented  1  If  the  Jews 
were  selected  for  the  world^s  benefit,  assuredly  all  world  questions* are  essential. 

The  only  best  way  for  the  world  prophets  and  all,  to  do  best  and  right,  is  to  act  on 
principles  of  truth  and  independence.     Has  it  been  done  1     Very  far  from  it. 

God  has  not  superseded  mind  by  prophecies  that  require  prophecies  to  interpret  them, 
nor  inspiration  that  requires  science  to  correct  and  rectify  it.  God  deals  in  the  facts 
of  creation,  man  deals  in  the  fictions  of  fictions.  God  certainly  would  have  protected 
his  chosen  peculiar  people  more  particularly  than  he  did,  as  they  were  overrun  and  cap- 
tured by  so  many  difl'erent  nations.  They  were,  of  course,  vindictive  towards  their 
captors,  and  painted  them  in  their  worst  colors.  If  his  power  was  peculiarly  maoifest- 
ed  about  such  things,  protection  was  best. 

Why  was  pretended  prophecy  so  much  behind  the  wants  of  the  world,  as  not  to  have 
America  preached  to  1  All  this,  kills  the  doctrine  of  peculiar  faith  completely.  Wliero 
were  the  cities  of  Central  America  so  long  depopulated,  that  their  desolation  could  not 
have  been  prophecicd  about?  Surely  the  Gospel  should  have  preceded  science  in  the 
discovery,  if  faith  be  superior  to  mind  and  reason,  and  the  jjiagnificent  enjoyment 
awarded  the  Jews  as  something  worth  while.  Prophecy  should  have  been  for  tho 
world. 

Why  did  she  not  enlighten  all  Asia,  as  China  ?  Why  not  prophecy  to  all  ?  ^^T^*^ 
desolation  has  come  to  the  country  of  her  protection  1  Such  should  not  be  desolatiuD« 
but  the  noblest  triumph  of  intellectual  and  moral  greatness  of  all  nations  that  we  vould 
expect  to  see  realized.  And  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  potency  of  peculiar  faith  has 
ruined,  instead  of  elevated  the  Jewish  character  1  Yes,  this  is  the  proof,  that  the 
Jewish  mind  has  been  debased  by  its  peculiar  faith,  Judaism.  What  a  reflection  of 
self-congratulation,  for  comprehensive  rational  religion !  The  world  has  to  come  to 
this  decision,  the  sooner  the  better,  that  any  peculiar  faith  is  a  despotism  instead  of 
mind*s  blessing. 

If  the  pentateuch  had  been  written  after  the  Jewish  captivity,  then  it  was  easy  to 
describe  the  Chaldeans  and  Babylonians,  that  had  birds^  wings  on  tlieir  beasts.    A^i  to 
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the  straits  and  redactions  of  famine,  they  were  not  uncommon  in  those  days  of  barharify 
tku  n-as  exercised  to  the  conquered. 

The  height  of  agricultural  cultivation  was  not  so  elevated  as  to  preclude  it,  nor  was 
commerce  so  extensive  as  to  prevent  it. 

They  were  to  be  earned  into  Egypt  and  sold  for  slaves.  What,  a  second  time? 
What  then  becomes  of  Canaan^s  curse  ?  Here  is  prophecy  against  prophecy  again 
ind  a<rain.  Where  is,  then,  Abram^s  perpetual  possession  of  land  1  Sandys  says,  aa 
to  **The  Holy  Land,  here  be  also  some  Jews;  yet  inherit  they  no  part  of  the  land, 
but  in  their  own  country  do  live  as  aliens." 

But  the  Jews  are  a  peculiar  people — so  are  the  gypsies,  neither  is  a  nation,  but  its 
remnant.     What  could  we  expect  of  the  ancient  cities  that  have  decayed  1     We  must  I 

analyze  the  facts  of  nature.     They  were  dependent  on  commerce,  that  has  changed  I 

alniiidantly  in  our  days,  and  left  nations  most  known  for  others,  that  have  just  entered 
into  notice.     America,  then  unknown,  has  the  greatest  commercial  marine  on  the  globe.  | 

Whit  can  be  worse  to  the  world  of  mind,  than  the  errors,  the  vices,  the  crimes,  of  any  | 

{•ret^^rided  revelation  1  Its  gain  will  furnish  no  profit.  Says  the  thinking  priest,  1  can- 
nut  re;!oncile  the  justice  of  predestination  of  the  accursed  part,  destiny,  with  that  of  the 
saved.    That  proves  itself  all  of  man^  folly»  through  the  pretence  of  revelation. 

The  bible  aavocates  skulk  the  question ;  so  far  from  prophecies,  they  have  not  even 
science. 

It  is  shamdul  that  the  world  should  be  so  meanly  imposed  upon  by  the  base.  The 
greatest  was  no  miracle,  nor  is  it  right  to  call  it  so,  and  that  must  supersede  all  others, 
thit  is,  the  universe  that  was  established  and  can  be  read  in  universal  language,  by 
men  who  might  speak  millions  of  different  languages,  and  is  forever  to  prove  its  illus- 
trious Author,  the  test  of  its  creator. 

As  to  any  miracles,  they  are  spurious,  all  false  pretences.  Moses*  miracles  cannot 
exist,  because  they  would  violate  and  displace  God  s  immutable  laws  of  nature.  God 
h:is  recorded  in  the  self  same  act  all  that  mind  could  think  of  calling  miracles. 

1  hare  selected  the  greatest  principal  prophets,  and  all  have  seen  them  prostrated  by 
their  own  pretences. 

U't  as  analyze  all  their  positions,  that  if  proved  would  be  testimony.  God,  of  course, 
is  the  esaentud  witness.  Does.he  affirm  any  such  as  the  interpretations  of  Nebuchad- 
Mnar's  dream  1  Not  a  word  of  it.  All  this  looks  very  clever  if  Daniel  produced  the 
proof.    But  what  impious  false  pretence !     We  have  that  proof. 

It  is  not  prophecy,  but  rationality  of  mind  that  God  deals  in.  Tlie  word  of  God  whs 
r^iifiod  in  the  sublime  universal  language  of  the  creation,  that  people  of  all  tongues,  how- 
""^fv  diverse,  can  and  do  construe  alike.  Down,  impious  blasphemers,  aller  this. 
M'nii»lf»s  by  God  will  be  miracles,  if  intended,  no  matter  how  long  past.  Had  a  miracle 
Vt»n  ever  performed  by  an  apostle  it  had  been  enough  to  convert  the  whole. — This  is 
ril  overUwked,  as  disproving  all  such  pretences. .  When  things  ought  to  succeed,  of 
ecursc  **  God  hardens  their  hearts,"  to  defeat  the  very  purpose. 

Does  the  world  believe  in  popish  miracles  ?  No.  Yet,  have  not  many  books  for 
*^ich  false  pretences  been  multiplied  and  attested  in  past  ages  1  Why  are  not  they 
(QtitlM  to  faith,  as  any  bibles  of  faith?  If  Jesus  had  done  a  tenth  of  the  miracles 
a^-riVd  to  him,  he  ought  to  have  convinced  the  whole  world.  It  would  have  flocked 
lo  him  most  certainly,  particularly  the  Jew  portion,  as  having  such  before  its  eyes. 

What  good  did  Christ's  or  others'  miracles  if  they  were  not  conclusive  for  final  and  com- 
'/f'Xe  success.  The  tale  of  his  miracles  kills  itself.  He  performed  miracles  plentifully,  yet 
^^y  did  not  convince  the  Jews,  who  were  to  receive  all  the  whole  benefits.  Of  course 
^'ich  miracles  were  most  abominably  false. 

What  was  this  Messiah  for  ?  To  do  this  very  thing  ?  Then  if  he  did  not  do  it  his 
^if*iun  was  an  imposition,  fraud,  base  false  pretence.  Out  of  their  own  statements  the 
whole  are  condemned. 

Miracles  and  prophecies  interfere  with  God's  arrangement  of  free  agency  of  mind. 
Speak  of  prophecies,  do  they  not  need  another  series  to  explain  the  pasti  Conunenta- 
ItTs  the  most  learned  fail,  as  they  differ  much  about  revelations,  not  being  able  to  agree 
*|nong  themselves  about  Paul,  much  less  Daniel.  Is  not  the  whole  world,  Jew  and 
*^ic  mile,  contending  about  such  stuff?  There  are  various  interpretations  given  by  seve- 
ral, ^arj'iug  with  nearly  every  writer !  Has  not  the  world  been  tortured  enough  wilh- 
•^t  keepiag  up  this  bible  delusion  to  all  time.  It  is  not  the  prophecy,  bible,  or  faith, 
jhit  are  all  false,  it  is  religion  we  need.  Were  not  the  Jews  the  chosen,  pet  people  of 
^'^^  the  peeuliar  God  ?  Of  what  benefit  were  the  prophecies  if  the  peculiar  chosen 
People  of  God  could  not  obtain,  through  them,  the  real  benefit  of  the  second  dwpensa- 
t:"Q  ?  If  mind  be  at  fault  about  the  prophecies,  the  prophecies  are  at  fault.  Of  course 
^•he  Jews  have  proved  again  and  again  their  readiness  to  adopt  all  the  blessings  of  such 
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a  dispensation,  having  adopted  several  messiahs  to  the  death  by  tens  of  thousands  of 
their  people.  The  question  well  arises,  was  the  first  raessiah  ever  announced,  but  by 
fiction  ?  It  seems  too  clear  for  refutation,  even  contradiction,  after  the  manifestation 
of  the  spirit  by  the  Jews,  who  were  ever  ready  to  do  justice  to  their  peculiar  faith. 

Of  course,  prophecies  have  proved  a  curse  to  God's  own  chosen  people  !  Wiiata 
senseless  absurdity  !  The  bible  is  so  insidiously 'written  as  to  split  both  sides  of  human 
events,  by  oracles  that  evince  this  double  dealin^j.  At  first,  with  Abraham,  the  pro- 
phecy is,  that  the  land  of  Canaan  should  be  his  and  posterity's  forever ;  in  other  in- 
stances, as  time  rolled  on,  time  proved  the  necessity  for  reservations,  and  rescn^ations 
were  made.  Covenants  on  covenants,  new  systems  of  faith  are  originated.  The  inter- 
pretation is  left  with  the  designing  priestocracy.  It  is  time  that  the  world  acted,  as  it 
has  to  act,  in  self-defence  ;  it  should  put  a  correct  end  to  all  such  false  pretences. 

God's  magnificent  attributes  can  be  better  manifested  through  the  works  of  the  uni- 
verse than  by  pretended  prophecies,  that  seem  to  stand  therefor  with  the  ignorant 
ancients,  who  had  not  mind-science  enough  to  originate  such  an  idea.  The  moderns 
ought  not  to  seek  to  be  sillier. 

The  expounders  of  the  prophecies  affect  that  we  should  wait  on  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecies,  that  is,  on  the  functions  of  time.  That  is,  that  an  exposition  of  their  failure 
must  be  overlooked. 

All  this  belongs  to  time's  functions,  and  was  only  abstracted  therefrom  Jby  man's  silly 
pretences. 

Take  up  all  the  prophecy  expositors,  and  what  do  they  prove  1  Only  that  this  sub- 
ject is  still  mystified,  and  they  cannot  unravel  it. 

Time  is  not  only  usurped  and  monopolized,  but  lost  by  all  this  chicanery,  in  all  such 
bibles. 

What  are  considered  prophecies  are  no  prophecies  at  all.  All  expositors  differ,  and 
all  agree  only  in  this,  that  they  know  nothing  about  it.  Even  the  greatest  minds  have 
been  lost  in  the  labyrinth  of  priestocracy,  and  its  quagmire  of  sophistry. 

What  is  very  remarkable,  the  expositors,  the  affiliated,  had  to  prophecy  themselves, 
to  help  the  book-prophets  out ;  that  has  been  overlooked  prodigiously.  To  the  over- 
throw of  mind,  they  mquire  exultingly,  can  the  Ishmaelites  ever  be  reclaimed  from  their 
wildness  ?  I  ask,  has  fraternizing  ever  been  adopted  1  Have  these  people  been  proj  erly 
educated  at  the  best  institutions  of  science  of  mind,  in  its  noblest  faculties  of  pioper 
training  ?     Some  have  proved  themselves  scholars. 

Let  not  religion  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  prophecy.  The  ancients  issued  oracles ; 
the  moderns  swear  to  them ! 

The  ignorance  of  the  ancients  made  miracles. 

Miracles  are  the  fictions  of  ignorance  and  superstition.  The  prophecies  are  obscure 
oracles. 

Superstition  was  an  accompaniment  inseparable  from  the  government  of  the  ancients. 
Which  of  the  modems  is  exempt?  It  is  true  that  a  legal  separation  of  church  and  state 
has  been  established  in  this  Republic,  but  is  there  a  genuine  freedom  from  tlie  under- 
currents of  superstition  ?     See  how  easy  the  Mormon  proselytes  have  been  gulled  1 

Are  prophecy  and  miracle  for  mind,  as  is  pretended  1  Then  they  should  be  universal 
as  mind.  They  cannot  be,  and  there  is  an  end  to  all  such  false  pretences.  If  the&c  facts 
are  worthy  of  a  free  and  sovereign  people,  let  them  circulate,  and  be  honorably,  hon- 
estly, and  truthfully  avowed  and  discussed. 

Prophecies  and  priestocracies  are  ineffectual  when  science,  teachers  of  mind,  legisla- 
tion founded  on  wisdom,  and  all  the  rational  world-wide  funds,  are  to  instruct  and  en- 
lighten. Prophets  and  priests,  preachers  and  ministers  might  talk  till  doomsday  if  the 
minds  of  the  people  were  enlightened ;  of  what  benefit  can  all  such  be  to  the  world,  but 
to  mislead  it  on  false  pretences  ? 

Facts  triumph  over  interpretations  of  prophecies. 

What  was  the  object  of  miracles,  but  to  correctly  influence  all  mankind.  Weinost 
80  infer  if  they  emanated  from  God.  The  Joshua  miracle  was  enough  to  have  Judaizcd 
the  whole  world  at  once.  If  you  are  interested  in  truth,  analysis  of  the  whole  bible 
proves  that  so  far  from  the  Jews  influencing  the  world,  that  they  have  been  d^spcrecd 
throughout  it  by  the  curse  of  their  peculiar  faith,  in  the  very  face  of  their  pretended 
prophecies,  that  they  should  possess  the  land  spoken  of  forever  ?  Of  what  use  were 
miracles?  Can  all  such  preserve  the  world's  morals  by  falsehoods!  Are  the  priest- 
ocracy so  stupid  as  not  to  see  that  ?  The  same  etforts  of  miracles  done  for  tlie  whole 
world,  as  related  in  the  bible  of  Judaism,  would  have  been  effectual  if  they  were  proper 
ones.     God  comprehends  all  by  the  fewest  means  at  the  same  time. 

The  prophecies  that  established  land  piracies  were  libelously  called  the  word  of  God, 
invented  by  the  priestocracy  to  gull  and  deceive  tlie  people. 
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When  was  the  prophecy  of  Noah  made  1  At  the  time  specified  ?  Who  can  believe 
that  1  Why  cannot  we  believe  it  ?  Because  Noah  was  only  a  man,  and  debauched  at 
that,  exposing  hia  physical  and  mental  weakness. 

Most  all  the  ancients  made  emigrations,  and  did  not  stickle  at  conquests.  To  get 
hold  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  the  priestocracy  give  just  such  a  pretext  as  the  priestocracy 
alooe  could  invent.  God,  they  assume,  gave  the  revelation,  but  did  he  give  it  with 
such  Mood,  murder,  and  iniquity,  and  partial  corrupt  language,  that  died  out  before  the 
Jew  nation ;  only  think  of  that !  When  he  had  already  given  it  to  the  whole  universe 
of  mind,  located  in  billions  of  orbs,  in  a  language  universal,  eternal,  chaste,  and  unmis- 
takable, in  the  most  magni6cent  tablets,  without  blot  or  blemish,  let  alone  blood  or 
conception  of  injustice,  partiality  to  one  set  of  people,  much  less  one  globe,  which  was 
one  of  the  whole,  without  the  necessity  or  use  of  a  second  edition,  which  his  omnipotence, 
omnipresence,  and  omniscience  precluded. 

Arc  the  priestocracy  worthy  to  appear  before  the  books,  much  less  the  author. 

John  proves  in  what  absurd  relations  the  prophets  involve  themselves  : — "  And  the 
stars  of  heaven  fell  unto  the  earth,  even  as  a  fig-tree  casteth  her  untimely  figs  when  she 
is  shaken  by  a  mighty  wind."  Again,  ^*and  the  heavens  departed  as  a  scroll  whun  it  is 
rolled  together.'*  Chap,  vii :  ^'  And  after  these  things,  I  saw  four  angels  standing  on 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth,  holding  the  four  winds  of  the  earth.*'  Chap.  xx.  11 : 
"  And  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  succeeded  in  the  place  of  the  first  heaven  and  the 
first  earth,  which  passed  away  at  the  general  judgment."  Haggai  ii.  6,  21 :  I  wiU 
shake  the  heavens  and  the  earth."     An  earthquake  to  shake  the  heavens ! 

Before  you  settle  subsequents,  premise  preliminaries ;  before  you  leave  particulars, 
settle  principles. 

The  interpretation  of  DaniePs  prophecy  and  John's  pretended  revelation  give  the 
protestants  a  fine  chance  to  worry  the  Romanists.  If  Romanism  has  grown  of  christi- 
uitv,  the  whore  of  Babylon,  what  most  Christianity  be  ? 

What  confidence  did  the  Jews  put  in  their  prophets  ? 

How  did  they  treat  Jeremiah  1     Like  a  tory  ! 

How  many  thousands  of  the  prophecies  were  missed,  now  unknown  1  If  America 
vere  to  buy  a  whole  lottery,  as  she  often  does,  she  gets  all  the  prizes, — the  large  ones 
are  heard  of,  like  good  fruit ;  the  blanks,  like  withered  fruit,  are  lost  to  knowledge. 

These  prophecies,  as  published,  keep  up  a  peculiar  malevolence  of  feeling  at  this  day, 
analogous  to  despicable  proscription.  Would  it  not  gratify  protestants,  if  not  in  malig- 
nancy of  feelings,  at  least  to  the  height  of  vanity,  at  this  day,  to  see  the  speedy  downfall 
of  the  Latin  if  not  of  the  Greek  churches  ?  They  have  good  authority,  modern  prophets 
assame,  for  the  decision  against  Rome.  If  this  be  true,  then  the  Romans  should  yield. 
What  becomes  of  the  protestants  who  are  their  offspring  1  The  Christians  in  a  body 
would  prefer  the  downfall  of  Mahomedans,  who,  with  the  Mormons  and  Jews,  would 
pay  the  Christians  back  in  full  measure. 

Is  tliis  a  proper  correct  feeling  1  Is  it  religion  ?  And  yet  these  sects  have  it,  as  a 
habit  naturally  so.  Prophecy  is  at  fault  no  where  worse  than  in  the  most  essential 
particulars  of'^  mind's  loveliness,  innocence  and  purity,  and  yet  you  adopt  the  bible,  be- 
cause of  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies.  Will  you  prefer  man's  bible  to  God's  word, 
prophecy  to  religion  ?  You  are  not  able  to  analyze  them,  else  you  would  see  their  fruit- 
lessnesa  and  clashing.  What  demoralization  prophecies  inculcate  and  generate !-~ 
Would  not  the  prognostication  pretended  affect  much  of  the  world's  happiness  for  man's 
Taoity,  much  less  of  bis  envy  and  maUce  ?  Would  not  the  Christian  to  day  sacrifice 
much  of  the  world,  to  attain  Christianity  for  the  world?  How  many  fanatics  would 
pot  still  plunge  the  whole  world  into  another  miscalled  holy  war,  to  attain  such  an  ob- 
ject? Would  not  many  a  Christian  gloat,  to  see  Mahometans  perish  ?  Why  should  a 
miracle  be  enacted  to  cie range  the  proper  universe,  when  the  proper  order  seems  all  ex- 
pedient and  designed  1  Must  this  world  be  deranged,  for  a  deranged  set  of  metaphysi- 
(^bns  and  priestocracy  ?  It  is  not  by  miracles  but  mind,  that  governs.  All  such  are 
the  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy.  The  very  thing  of  a  miracle  proves  supersti- 
tion, not  religion  at  all.  This  is  a  universe  of  cause  and  effect,  that  putii^  down  atlieists 
and  polytheists,  as  it  bespeaks  the  unity  and  supremacy  of  one  God  exclusively,  and  has 
DO  miracles  or  prophecies,  else  the  God  of  the  universe  did  not  exist.  Miracles,  pro- 
phecies and  messiahs  are  in  antagonism  to  God.  The  proper  analysis  of  the  question 
comprehends  this  position,  otherwise  we  are  incompetent  to  its  appreciation.  Even  now 
tbereare  pretended  miracles  wrought  in  the  Roman  church,  but  who  believes  them  ? 
Miracles  are  all  the  coin  of  the  priestocracy,  the  basest  counterfeits  of  the  whole  world. 
u  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  God's  perfection,  I  cannot  believe  in  miracles  that  affect  all  that  position. 
Many  believe  the  scriptures  because  they  consider  as  they  have  been  told  by  interpre- 
t^Qs  made  by  the  priestocracy,  that  the  prophecies  are  fulfilled.    All  that  is  the  trick, 
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of  the  trade,  of  the  speculation.  As  regards  miracles  and  prophecies,  we  cannot  take 
the  opinions  and  statements  of  interested  priestocracies,  their  inventors,  when  Cod's 
document  proves  the  contrary,  exhibited  in  the  principles  of  causation,  which  if  we  dis- 
believe or  overlook,  we  divest  ourselves  of  the  only  tangible  proof  of  the  God  of  the 
universe.     The  priestocracy  mislead  us  from  the  true  pomt  at  issue,  to  their  trifling  trash. 

A  miracle  never  could  have  so  important  an  end,  and  worthy  of  its  author,  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  creation  in  the  universe.  If  an  author  speaks  of  a  miracle,  as  he  calls  it,  being 
seen  by  millions  of  people,  does  his  statement  prove  anything?  Have  we  those  millions 
of  people  present  to  substantiate  his  statement  ?  Are  we  possessed  by  their  or  his  state- 
ment, of  the  truth  or  the  false  pretence  about  them  ?  Of  course  the  last.  Is  the  igno- 
rant world  competent  to  decide  on  miracles?  The  ancients  were  as  ignorant  as  super- 
titious,  and  under  such  circumstances  are  not  competent  witnesses  of  truth.  The  whole 
of  the  bible  A^Titers  were  as  much  affiliated  as  any  of  the  oracle-mongers  of  polytheism 
in  the  gross. 

When  any  bible  says  that  "  God  said,  let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light,"  four 
days  in  advance  of  the  organs  of  light,  the  whole  foundation  of  the  principles  of  causation 
are  broken  up,  and  the  whole  document  of  bibles  is  self-impeached.  The  whole  world 
has  not  credit  enough  to  establish  one  miracle,  and  need  not  make  itself  a  blockhead  on 
that  score  any  longer.  I  say  this  in  the  presence  of  God  and  mankind,  that  the 
whole  universe  is  6od*8  witness.  All  that  the  pretended  revealed  faith  knows,  it 
is  indebted  to  mind  and  the  evidences  of  the  universe.  It  then  acts  ungratefully, 
like  a  parricide.  The  whole  world  would  have  rushed  to  Judaism,  had  its  essence 
been  the  pure  characteristic,  but  connected  to  its  priestocracy,  miracles  and  pro- 
phecies pretended,  its  peculiar  God,  its  creation  was  a  fabulous  monster.  The  per- 
formance of  miracles,  carries  a  lie  on  its  face.  We  ask  not  for  solution  in  magic,  but 
in  the  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy.  People  are  busy  about  accounting  for  the 
magic.  The  mystery,  the  art  of  the  mystery,  rather  than  the  fiction,  the  painting  of 
the  legend.  People,  sensible  people,  overlook  this,  until  they  conmiit  themselves,  and 
then  sorrowful  to  relate,  feel  too  mortified  to  correct  their  false  position.  The  world- 
masters  declare  for  faith  that  is  united  to  the  government,  and  the  mass  obey.  A  false 
color  is  given  to  the  whole,  in  the  pomp  and  gorgeous  splendor  of  the  various  orders, 
and  the  world  is  captivated  by  specious  appearances,  and  most  of  all,  by  supposed  self- 
interest. 

I  have  written  as  if  things  of  this  kind  were  presented.  The  people  may  spare 
themselves  much  endless  and  useless  trouble,  thought  and  time,  about  all  this  mailer. 
But  how  govern  the  people  ?  Not  by  false  pretences,  for  that  is  not  morals,  much  less 
religion.  Govern  them  by  the  consistency  of  truth.  But  miracles  prove  no  con- 
sistency, as  their  publicity  was  equivalent  to  imposition.  But  God  gave  the  proof,  the 
whole  proof,  and  nothing  but  the  proof,  in  his  universe.  No  better,  no  more  proof,  was 
wanting.  Will  the  people  read  ?  This  last  age  will  be  the  best  as  evincing  progress- 
ing refined  civilization,  through  the  contined  triumphs  of  mind.  It  is  not  rational  to 
suppose  on  the  principles  of  causation,  that  God  would  impeach  his  own  attributes  by 
having  the  pretensions  of  prophecies,  miracles  and  messiaihships  to  rule  out  his  supre- 
macy, when  he  had  already  created  all  on  conservative  principles,  and  of  course  ought 
to  have  had  the  appropriate  reputation.  We  might  as  well  suppose  that  God  had  need 
of  millions  of  angels,  to  hold  up  his  orbs,  as  to  convey  messages  of  prophecies  or  aid 
in  miracles.  W^e  must  make  all  due  allowances  for  the  ignorant  state  of  mankind,  the 
wants  of  the  ancient  times,  the  moral  atmosphere  taijited  bv  despotism  and  superstition, 
tliat  prevented  the  egress  of  sovereign  mind.  A  visit  to  the  East  to-day,  would  teach 
us  the  usurpation  of  peculiar  faith  in  all  its  disguises,  modified  by  oriental  despotism. 

An  ignorance  of  natural  causes  betrays  itself  clearly  in  the  whole  bible,  from  the 
conception  to  the  close,  the  priestocracy  stick  out  all  the  time,  in  the  worst  kind  of 
blasphemy  and  imposition.  It  is  all  pious  frauds,  a  stereotyped  edition  of  falsehoods  as 
old  as  superstition,  only  advanced  as  far  as  mind  was  competent  to  burst  tlie  darkness. 
We  must  speak  of  things  as  they  are. 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  principles  of  causation,  that  God  should  select  a  peculiar 
people  to  do  what  they  plainly  could  not  and  did  not  do  for  themselves,  much  less  for 
the  world.  Judaism  and  Jew  Christianity,  as  all  paganism,  are  failures.  All  the 
machinery  of  prophecies,  miracles,  dispensations  and  covenants,  rites  and  ceremonies, 
make  the  monster  "  whose  light  has  been  taken  away,"  still  more  a  monster.  If  their 
priestocracy  deceived  them,  let  them,  cursed  as  they  are,  no  longer  deceive  themselves 
nor  the  world,  that  if  intelligent  cannot  be  deceived.  If  we  find  out  all  these  false- 
hoods in  the  bible,  about  the  prophets  in  their  own  book,  what  could  we  not  do  with  Ute  . 
whole  priestocracy,  if  we  had  them,  with  all  the  historical  facts  that  were  suppressed, 
in  the  most  honorable  court  of  conscience. 
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Tn  that  court,  only,  can  the  world  obtain  enlightened  justice.  They  would  sink,  with 
all  their  brassy  impudence,  into  eternal  insignificance !  Many  useless  tubs  are  thrown 
to  the  whale,  the  people,  to  engage  their  attention,  from  the  main,  primary  matter,  as 
by  the  priestocracy,  with  a  thousand  pretences  and  pretexts,  from  their  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion. How  absurd,  though,  to  commit  themselves,  on  what  cannot  be  defended.  How 
came  Ahab  to  consult  the  four  hundred  prophets,  as  they  were  called  ?  Their  prophecy 
was  false,  for  Ahab  king  of  Judah,  and  the  king  of  Israel,  were  discomfited  by  the  Sy- 
rian king.  Did  not  the  party  antagonistic  to  these  prophets  write  the  tale  ?  Where  are 
now  your  prophets  ?  All  are  killed  dead  by  the  light  of  popular  intelligence.  It  is  be-' 
cause  rational  mind  writes  that  history  now.  Where  is  all  the  attendant  advautnge 
that  prqjhecy  should  bring  ?  Why  was  not  the  world  elevated  to  mind's  rank  ?  Be- 
cause prophecy  was  not  rational  popular  education,  but  was  built  on  supposed  popular 
ignorance.  A^  hat  an  awful  tale  true  history  would  tell  of  the  ancients,  could  she  speak 
to-day.  She  has  been  suppressed.  Before  the  pretended  prophecies  are  trusted,  as 
worth  anything,  we  are  to  consult  the  natural  character  of  things.  What  had  the  Jews 
to  teach  other  nations  of  prophecies,  when  thev  were  not  beneficial  to  their  own  people, 
now  so  humiliated  before  the  whole  world  ?  Is  not  this  enough  to  teach  even  the  most 
Jesuitical  priestocracy  to  withhold,  ere  they  seek  to  injure  the  world,  by  such  false 
pretences  1  Tyre  andf  other  old  cities  are  done  for.  Well,  what  can  make  cities,  if  the 
countries  be  kept  worthless,  by  a  miserable  set  of  sectarian,  superstitious  nations  ? 
Have  not  all  these  countries  been  ruined  again  and  again,  by  all  the  hordes  of  barbarian 
bigots  and  fanatics?  Wars,  pestilence,  and  famine?  Have  not  the  Christians  and 
\Uhommedans  helped  to  do  it  ? 

What  part  of  God's  earth  can  stand  all  the  protracted  perversions  of  mind  ?  Has  not 
the  commerce  of  the  world  changed,  and  are  not  the  mighty  oceans  now  the  highway 
of  nations,  instead  of  mere  inland  seas  ?  All  the  causes  that  are  now  operating  locally 
and  generally,  the  cause  and  efifect,  are  not  disclosed  by  the  prophecy-mongers.  Why 
could  they  not  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  from  Genesis 
to  Revelation  ?  That  would  kill  their  book,  their  profession,  and  them.  The  interpret- 
ation of  prophecy  by  the  Jews  and  gentiles  prove  at  once,  in  regard  to  Christ,  that  the 
prophecies  were  perfectly  worthless. 

The  Jews  had  a  notion  of  Christ  being  a  mighty  temporal  prince,  that  they  were  to 
possess  the  empire  of  the  world,  and  that  Jerusalem  was  to  be  the  seat.  The  Chris- 
tians assume  that  he  was  spiritual.  Now  of  what  value  was  the  prophecy?  Who  had 
the  best  right  to  know  ?     1  he  peculiar  people,  or  those  excluded  ? 

The  very  name  of  prophet  or  messiah  implies  false  pretences,  an  imposition.  It  is 
self-impeached,  the  moment  of  annunciation.  The  very  idea  of  inspiration  bespeaks 
&lse  pretences.  Mahommed  is  said  to  have  prophecifd  that  his  people  would  take  Con- 
stantinople, which  was  done.  Then  the  result  of  this  prophecy  ought  to  prove  his  doc- 
trine as  ct)rrect  as  any  other  dependent  on  prophecy.  Is  it  so  very  difficult  to  introduce 
prophecy  of  some  kind,  about  future  events !  Prophecy  of  the  world's  afifairs  might 
now  produce  some  truthful  events.  Prophecy  begets  a  ferocious  spirit  of  speculation, 
that  has  not  true  benevolence  from  vanity.  The  prophets  knew  no  more  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  Jews  then  they  did  of  prophecy.  The  bible  advocates  affect  prophecies,  as 
if  they  had  an  existence,  when  the  very  foundation  declares  a  horrid  evil  that  God  does 
not  create.  The  most  benevolent  institutions  of  God's  withhold  prophecy  from  the 
world,  as  one  of  the  best  states  for  it,  without  which  free  moral  agency  would  be  want- 
ing in  its  best  proportions — to  combat  with  unseen  dangers  and  vicissitudes  of  life. 

The  spirit  of  bible  prophecy  is  a  horrid  fiendish  spirit. 

Has  the  whole  history  of  all  these  subjects  pretended  to  be  prophecies  been  eluci- 
dated? Have  deserted  maritime  cities,  whose  harbors  may  have  been  filled  op  or 
ruined  by  the  action  of  the  sea,  had  their  whole  history  laid  open  ?  Has  not  a  world's 
rommerce  sought  other  channels,  and  does  not  a  world-wide  commerce  now  adorn  the 
mightiest  oceans  that  the  ancients  dared  not  encounter  ?  Of  all  the  niggardly  com- 
mentators of  true  history,  the  miserable  priestocracy  are  the  worst.  They  dwirf  ever}' 
thing  from  the  bible  of  the  universe  and  world,  to  their  petty  conceits.  Fie  upon  it, 
be  men  :  let  alone  the  gold  that  you  sell  the  world,  your  souls,  your  only  religion  for! 
Hate  these  men  gone  into  the  solution  of  cause  and  efifect,  that  they  always  absurdly 
oTerlook  for  an  accursed  pretence  of  non-entity,  prophecy  they  call  it,  and  told  us  that 
the  whole  land  of  the  east  assumed  to  be  in  the  category  of  their  prophecies,  has  been 
cursed  by  a  series  of  peculiar  faiths,  the  followers  of  which  have  been  ferociously  vin- 
dictive to  each  other,  and  lost  true  sight  of  that  invaluable  jewel-mind,  that  would  make 
all  lovely  as  a  garden  ? 

Where  now  are  the  miracles?  covered  up  by  the  peculiar  bible  sophistry.  "The 
•ceptze  shall  not  depart  from  Jadah,  till  Shiloh  come."    Was  this  over  intelligible  to 
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mind  ?  Talk  of  miracles.  All  such  is  folly,  legendB,  false  pretences,  as  the  universe 
ib  one  of  cause  and  effect.  All  are  the  legitimate  province  of  science,  not  of  the 
Qssuming  ignorant  pricstocracy,  M'ho  assumed  all  such  for  monopoly  and  usurpation, 
thu^t  would  be  ridiculous  if  it  were  not  a  serious  fraud  on  the  world,  a  felonious  imposi- 
tion on  the  people^  a  degraded  swindling  of  the  soul's  rights,  a  miserable  superseding  re- 
ligion by  the  petty  larceny  of  peculiar  faith.  The  whole  universe  is  inconstant  motion  : 
time,  the  act  of  universal  motion,  and  their  conservative  principles,  are  the  prophets. 

The  world  has  been  governed,  and  sought  to  be  governed  by  superstition,  but  another 
name  for  all  the  peculiar  bible-machinery.  Those  who  are  of  it,  do  not  like  to  talk  of 
it.  Alexander  sought  too  late  among  tlie  Greeks,  who  were  too  civilized  to  think  him 
a  god,  but  he  commanded  the  aid  of  the  sycophantic  pricstocracy,  who,  in  Africa, 
hailed  him  as  the  son  of  Jupiter,  and  this  was  immense  capital  for  future  conquests. 
Napoleon  tried  the  priestocracy,  it  is  said,  in  Egypt,  by  becoming  a  Mussulman.  But 
what  did  it  avail  ?  Cromwell  cherished  superstition  in  his  camp,  and  aroused  the  en- 
thusiasm of  his  men,  who  signally  aided  him  in  his  victories ;  while  these  military 
chieftains  were  men  of  policy,  Washingrton  was  a  man  of  principles ;  the  one  lives  in 
the  affections  of  his  country,  the  world,  mankind  ;  the  others  will  shrink  into  insignifi- 
cance by  the  just  awards  of  monotheism. 

When  church-faith  resorts  to  tricks  of  miracles  to  uphold  it,  it  is  tottering.  Is  not 
the  whole  from  first  to  last  such  a  resort  ?  Principles  all  the  time  for  an  honest  policy, 
the  world.  Inspiration  of  what  7  To  make  men  deceivers.  How  dangerous  is  pre- 
tended prophecy,  as  the  result  agreeing  with  I  told  you  so,  conspires  with  the  wish  and 
effort  to  have  it  so ! 

What  are  the  prophets  of  the  Jews  worth  to  strangers,  when  their  own  people  and 
kings  disregarded  them,  according  to  the  best  pretended  prophet's  showing.  How 
came  Moses  to  portray  the  rebellion  of  so  many,  but  for  that  very  cause  ?  Was  not 
Christ  put  to  death  by  disbelievers  1  Was  Isaiah  treated  with  decent  respect  by  bis 
own  king,  to  whom  he  affected  to  deliver  a  sign  ?  Jeremiah's  scroll  was  thrown  into 
the  fire  by  Jehoiakim,  his  king,  who  had  imprisoned  the  same.  Can  Americans  be 
fooled,  when  those  present  scouted  the  pretenders  ?  All  the  old  oracle-mongers  built 
their  faith  on  prophecy,  without  which  they  could  not  have  arisen ;  and  all  the  present 
priestocracy  built  up  their  power  on  this  basis.  What  were  the  augurs,  soothsayers  ? 
Will  the  moderns  know  that  they  are  all  complete  masters  of  the  ancients  in  all  their 
superstitions,  if  they  will  just  use  their  honest  truthful  senses?  But  the  tory  priest- 
ocracy tell  them  not  to  read  the  very  book  that  God  has  written,  and  that  his  own  word, 
cause  and  effect,  positively  declares.  All  that  the  most  virtuous  and  honorable  mono- 
theism can  do,  is  to  appreciate  it  to  the  very  best  of  its  intellectual  abilities. 

The  God  of  the  universe  declares  himself  as  all  rational  minds  can  read,  but  all  the 
priestocracy,  to  have  their  peculiar  profitB,  pretend  another  view,  with  most  crazy  so- 
phistry. This  is  the  result  about  miracles :  Judges  ii,  10,  "  And  there  arose  another 
generation  after  them,  which  knew  not  the  Lord,  nor  vet  tlie  works  which  he  had  done 
for  Israel."  That  required  peculiar  education — were  the  bibles  lost,  or  not  yet  written? 
11 V.  **  And  the  children  of  Israel  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  served  Baalim.*' 
Bid  they  not  do  this  eternally  1  17,  "  And  yet  they  would  not  hearken  unto  tbc  ir 
judges."  The  people  had  none  to  depend  on,  priests,  prophets  or  judges,  who  they 
knew  had  deceived  them.  Ch.  iv.  v.  2,  And  the  Lord  sold  them  (the  cliildreo  of  Is- 
rael) into  the  hand  of  Jabin,  king  of  Canaan.  Where  was  the  slavery  of  Canaan  1 
3,  "  And  twenty  years  he  mightily  oppressed  the  children  of  Israel.  4.  Deborah,  a 
prophetess,  she  judged  Israel  at  that  time."  Another  pythoness.  God  does  not  avail 
himself  of  angels,  prophets,  miracles  nor  mysteries.  What  a  great  age  of  the  ancients  ! 
Their  polytheism  disproves  that  they  had  any  notions  of  rational  religion.  The  Israel- 
ites were  fanatics  against  the  citizens  of  Judea.  Were  not  all  of  Palestine  so  ?  Ch.  i. 
v.  19,  "  And  the  Lord  was  with  Judah ;  and  he  drave  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tains ;  but  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley,  because  they  had  charicts 
of  iron."  liather  a  poor  war-god — not  equal  to  Mars.  21,  "  And  the  children  of  Ben- 
jamin did  not  drive  out  the  Jebusites  that  inhabited  Jerusalem  ;  but  the  Jebusites  dwcil 
with  the  children  of  Benjamin  in  Jerusalem  unto  this  day."  Exodus,  ch.  xxxii.  v.  2,  "  And 
I  will  send  an  angel  before  thee,  and  I  will  drive  out  the  Canaanite  *  *  and  the  Jebusite.'* 
X.  V.  11,  '  And  the  Lord  said  unto  the  children  of  Israel,"  v.  13  v.  "vet  ye  have  forsaken 
me,  and  served  other  gods ;  wherefore  I  will  deliver  you  no  more."  Ch.  xi.  v.  29,  "  Then 
'  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Jcphthah,  30,  and  Jephthah  vowed  a  vow  unto  the  Lord." 
32, "  So  Jephthah  passed  over  unto  tlie  children  of  Ammon  to  fight  against  Uiem;  and  the 
Lord  delivered  them  into  his  hands*"  And  that  vow  was  the  sacrifice  of  his  own 
daughter  as  a  burnt  offering  to  this  peculiar  God,  who  delivered  Uie  Israelites  after  all 
the  priestocracies'  false  pretences  M ! !    Yes,  this  bloody  and  impious  book  of  the  Jews, 
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deaecrated  with  tlie'nanie  of  bible,  presents  the  horrid  blasphemy  of  their  peculiar  god^s 
bribery  and  perjury,  with  a  human  sacrifice  !  Then  it  was  tliat  the  Jew  Christians 
could  tamper  farther  with  him,  in  causing  li^m  to  be  a  murderer  and  an  adulterer — all 
SQch  iniquities  recoiling  upon  themselves,  whom  I  this  day  impeach  as  the  most  nefa- 
rious of  all  nefarious  priestocracies.     Jephthah  was  one  of  the  judges. 

Of  coarse,  an  intelligent  God,  immutable,  could  not  perjure  himself,  much  less  per- 
mit a  human  sacrifice,  knowing  too  what  it  would  be.     AfV'hat  savages ! 

The  world  will  be  cursed  as  bad  as  these  human^sacrificing  and  God-blaspheming 
Jews,  if  they  continue  to  adopt  their  nefarious  books.  It  will  be  cursed  till  it  becomes 
rational,  and  has  rational  religion  and  its  sound  principles.  Ch.  xxi.  v.  S^5,  *'  In  those  days 
there  was  no  king  in  Israel :  every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes." 
Was  any  nation  more  idolatrous,  more  degraded  in  morals,  than  this  book  presents  of- 
the  Benjaminites  1  Were  there  ever  worse  barbarians  in  any  land  on  earth  ?  What  do 
prayers  avail  when  mind  is  lost  to  its  own  dignity  and  duty  ?  It  is  not  priestocracy, 
nor  their  pretended  revelations  ;  all  such  cheats  nvill  do  no  good,  before  the  conserva- 
tive principles  of  the  universe. 

Samuel,  ch.  viii.  v.  3,  "  And  his  sons  walked  not  in  his  ways,  but  turned  aside  after 
lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and  perverted  judgment*"  Now  the  people  preferred  a  king  to 
judges.  A  king,  bad  as  he  was  portrayed  by  Samuel,  was  the  least  of  evils  compared 
with  the  priests.  The  priests  monopolized  the  Lord's  flesh.  They  desecrated  the  sa- 
crifice, and  the  chastity  of  the  women.  The  people  could  not  stand  them.  Let  not 
Americans  stand  all  this  bible  profanation  of  the  God  of  the  universe.  It  is  a  Belial 
work.  Every  rational  mind  needs  rational  religion,  that  comprehends  all  that  mind  in 
the  universe,  to  give  the  only  passport,  as  all  rational  minds  have  the  principles  and 
elements,  and  only  need  their  evolution.  There  are  too  many  sacrifices  to  judicial  and 
other  bigotry.  Give  mind  power,  no  matter  priest  or  prophet,  king  or  judge,  and  they 
will  pervert,  and  make  all  the  pretences  that  will  hold  the  world  in  abeyance  to  sophis- 
try.  After  all  the  efforts  of  the  priestocracy,  whether  good,  bad  or  indifferent,  we  see 
how  deplorable  was  the  state  of  morals  of  the  Jews,  practising  their  most  unnatural^ 
not  to  say  ungodly  sins  that  polite  refined  minds  of  the  present  day  would  blush  to  name 
in  public.  All  this  is  worse,  and  in  part  arose  from  the  priestocracy  fixing  on  the  world 
the  most  ungodly  faith. 

If  the  world  had  not  been  put  back  by  such  ungodly  faith  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  the 
world- priestocracy,  the  world,  might  have  been  far  in  advance  of  its  present  state.  The 
pri<fstocracy  were  the  belials,  with  their  ungodly  wars.  What  is  the  best  proof  of 
the  scriptures  ?  Prophecy.  Whose  1  Isaiah^s.  He  wjis  a  libeler  of  God.  Any  person 
00  earth,  on  the  authority  of  God's  word,  cause  and  effect,  and  rational  mind^s  supremo 
authority,  stands  self-declared  and  convicted  as  a  dupe,  or  worse,  to  assert  that  there 
arc,  ever  were  or  can  be,  miracles,  prophecies,  mcssiahs,  mysteries,  angels  good  or 
bid,  hell,  purgatory,  any  need  of  priestocracy  or  any  such  machinery. 

Messiahs,  so  far  from  originating  new  principles,  did  not,  could  not,  inculcate  any  of 
themselves,  for  their  very  position  destroys  all  principle. 

The  universe-knowledge  was  lost  to  tlie  priestocracy,  on  account  of  mcssiahship  ; 
they  disregarded  all  creation-teaching  then  m  existence,  as  long  before,  hence  after- 
Uh'/ughts  were  in  their  minds,  and  they  substituted  them  for  those  of  God,  who  is  basely 
inu represented  by  libelous  bibles. 

It  takes  rational  mind  to  give,  as  analyze,  all  facts  of  creation,  hence  no  apostles  of 
peculiar  faith  are  honorable,  worthy,  creditable  witnesses  of  universe-facts,  when  making 
them  appear  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries.  The  whole  truth  turns  not  at  all  on 
mysteries,  prophecies,  miracles,  bibles,  but  on  the  perverted  versions  of  the  degraded 
writers  who  act  degradedly  below  mind's  character,  in  aspiring  to  be  of  the  priestoc- 
racy. Let  religion  flourish,  but  the  world's  nuisance  and  curse,  peculiar  faith,  with  all 
their  froths,  be  ruled  out  of  rational  minds. 

It  will  not  do  to  speculate  of  the  future,  until  we  do  the  amplest  justice  to  the  present 
life,  this  wo^ld  and  its  people.  Let  mind  tower  in  the  sublime  greatness  of  its  own  in- 
herent worth  and  use.  Had  the  ancients  had  the  knowledge  of  mind  now  of  the 
modcrnB,  they  would  have  fixed  up  a  different  mcssiahship,  if  the  honest,  truthful  ones 
had  not  adopted  rational  religion.  If  any  doubt  after  all  written,  and  only  on  prophe- 
<*ies,  as  they  are  pretended,  let  him  see  the  touch-stone  in  the  most  pointed  peculiarity, 
that  of  the  messiah,  who  was  the  diamond  before  mind,  and  not  to  be  mistaken,  if  pure. 
Yet  troth  discloses  the  false  stone  of  no  value.  It  was  as  usual  about  trifles.  The 
spirit  of  pretended  prophecy  is  an  odious  evil  kept  up  in  families,  to  reflect  tlie  supposed 
wisdom  of  those  presuming  on  brief  authority,  but  really  the  folly  of  their  own  badly 
trained  minds. 

If  rational  miiids  reject  buiban  sacrifices  with  horror  and  shuddering,  the  miserable 
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delusion  of  perverted  minds  of  degraded  priestocracy,  they  must  loathe  with  inefiahle 
disgust,  all  the  protended  immolations  of  Christs  and  messiahs,  and  contemn,  despise 
the  priestocracy  concerned  from  first  to  last,  as  ineffably  barbarous  and  iniquitoasly  de- 
graded, corrupt,  vile,  stupid,  their  own  hell  deserving  as  belials,  all  the  time.  How 
dare  they  invade  the  sacred  rights  of  mind  ? 

All  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  are  made  up  of  dove-tailed,  disjointed  stuff,  called  prophe- 
cies, the  greatest  of  all  frauds,  impositions  and  blasphemies. 

The  immutability  of  nature  and  nature's  God,  convicts  all  the  priestocracy  of  the 
present  times,  in  felonious  falsehoods  that  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries  affected 
in  the  bible  have  ceased.  Before  the  world  they  are  this  day  fully  and  satisfactorily 
convicted,  as  they  never  were  performed.  If  they  ever  existed,  they  would  certainly 
now  exist. 

Miracles  are  the  reversals  of  the  order  of  nature,  and  of  course  could  not  exist  in  a 
universe  that  recognises  all  the  time,  cause  and  effect.  Peculiar  faith  people  forget 
that  miracles  reverse  the  order  of  tHe  laws  of  nature,  and  convict  themselves.  The 
popular  idea  is,  that  there  are  spirits,  ghosts,  witches,  &c.  Why  ?  Would  a  perfect 
God  create  all  such  stuffl     An  idle  brain,  or  that  of  superstition,  creates  all  such. 

Prophecy  is  a  part  of  the  peculiar  creed  of  peculiar  faith,  that  with  or  without  it,  is 
nothing.  Now  prophe^  is  only  essential  to  help  make  out  the  false  pretences  of  pecu- 
liar faith,  that  is  all.  The  performance  is  feigned,  not  perfected.  This  is  where  the 
world  is  deluded  by  such  blasphemy.  All  such  bibles  have  story  and  some  history  to 
sustain  their  story,  this  fs  by  cunning  and  sophistry,  that  enlist  all  the  affiliated  priesto- 
cracy. The  history  is  hard  to  find  in  the  story.  All  the  book,  kills  itself.  The  world 
has  been  afraid  to  handle  it  right — on  account  of  the  sophisticated  bullying  priestocracyt 
who  were  posted  behind  the  world^s  bullying  despots.  Even  in  modern  times  this  fero- 
cious faith  is  portrayed.  What  was  the  course  of  republican  France  under  Louis  Na- 
poleon^s  presidency,  towards  Rome  ?  Was  it  any  less  by  the  vile  dictation  of  polythe- 
ism, than  under  the  vile  rule  of  atheistical  France  ?  The  names  of  things  are  nothing, 
it  is  the  thing  itself.  What  government  can  assume  dominion  by  the  grace  of  God, 
defender  of  the  faith  ?     The  very  position  is  self-impeached,  as  base  fraud. 

Could  the  world  ever  have  found  near  as  much  ill,  but  for  miserable  false  pretences 
of  bibles,  priestocracies,  and  prophets  ?  What  upholds  peculiar  doctrines  and  prophe- 
cies ?  Bibles.  What  upholds  them  ?  Faith,  frost,  fog,  mist — to  be  dissolved  by  the  light 
of  truth.  The  peculiar  machinery  of  bibles  is  miracles,  prophecy,  and  mystery ;  all 
these  are  indispensable  to  such. 

But  all  these  have  to  be  submitted  to  rational  mind.  To  talk  of  receiving  any  mes- 
sage at  all  without  recognising  by  mind,  rationality,  is  foolish  in  the  extreme,  as  much  in 
faith  as  in  all  other  things. 

All  the  bible  aspirants  about  miracles  and  things  of  their  heaven  affect  mnch,  when 
they  could  not  tell  rightly  of  earth.  Let  them  now  give  honorable,  high-minded  proof, 
that  such  things  are  true.  They  cannot,  for  the  immutable  principles  of  God  pronounce 
their  miracles,  mysteries,  and  all  their  peculiar  bibles  and  people,  all  the  priesto- 
cracy detestably,  ignominiously,  and  degradingly  false.  They  are  not  to  give  the 
priestocracy  fixing  up,  on  mere  bible  statements  but  documentary  demonstration  that  all 
such  is  positively  true,  or  be  forever  silent.  A  free  and  intelligent  people  shonld  silence 
all  pretenders  and  pretences  forever.  The  least  iota  of  detraction  from  God's  perfec- 
tion or  immutability,  renders  him  imperfect  and  that  much  no  God.  That  is  the  inevi- 
table result  in  moral,  physical,  intellectual,  and  religious  j;osition.  Now,  if  there  were 
miracles  or  prophecies  at  any  time  of  creation,  they  are  now  in  their  full  force  and 
vigor.  Are  the  stupid  priestocracy  and  affiliated  minions  so  far  gone  in  iniquity  and 
corruption,  that  they  cannot  see  this  ?  They  had  best  stop,  and  seek,  by  repentance, 
to  become  honest  and  truthful  people  for  the  balance  of  their  days.  II.  ('hronicles  cb. 
xxi.  v.  7.  "Howbeit  the  Lord  would  not  destroy  the  house  ot  David,  because  of  the 
covenant  that  he  had  made  with  David,  and  as  he  promised  to  give  a  light  to  him  and  to 
his  sons  forever."  Is  this  promise  fulfilled  an  iota  ?  This  call  prophecy  >  This  vrzn 
the  priestocracy,  speakinff  always  to  be  understood  for  their  peculiar  Jew-god,  made  by 
priestocracy  jugglery.  Now  the  God  of  the  universe  before  whom  all  such  are  im- 
peached, made  his  covenant  with  the  whole  creation  of  mind  in  the  universe  at  crea- 
tion too,  so  far  does  the  last  incomparably  exceed  the  first  as  God  exceeds  perverted 
mind.  Why  so  much  difl^culty  among  the  priests  and  prophets,  as  they  were  called  ? 
Because  the  people  abundantly  saw  through  their  hypocrisy  and  false  pretences. 

Now  the  world  does  not  investigate  for  itself  in  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  mat- 
ters, religion,  that  elevates  it  to  its  snblimest  sphere.  Well  does  it  regard  prophecies 
as  the  prop,  but  little  does  it  investigate  them.  The  pretended  prophecies  deceive  many 
moderns,  palmed  on  all,  and  after  all  the  fixings  up  by  the  Jews  were  and  are  no  more  than 
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the  orades  of  other  nations  as  of  thA  Romans.  They  are  done  with  all  the  sophistry  of 
the  priestocracy,  backed  by  false  governments  and  their  beliat  times.  They  have  dis- 
torted the  God  of  creation,  by  all  the  degraded  investments  of  peculiar  forgery  and 
fniud.  They  are  characterized  by  all  that  can  pervert  the  truth,  and  degrade  mind. 
Ch.  32  and  33  of  £xodus  clearly  prove  at  once  the  whole  imposture,  besides  many 
others.  They  affect  to  make  belief  of  things  that  they  did  not  ever  know,  and  never 
could  know,  nor  could  possibly  have  seen.  The  World  ought  to  be  told  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth  about  the  bible^s  pretended  prophecies,  which  are 
all  false  pretences  that  would  have  died  long  ago,  had  the  priestocracy  not  been  false 
pretenders.  The  superstitious  people  idolize  the  bible  and  its  idols,  as  if  the  world 
would  come  to  an  end  if  they  were  destroyed.  The  key  of  the  death  of  the  new  testa- 
ment is  in  17  and  18  verses  of  16th  ch.  of  Mark,  and  what  can  all  the  pretended  pro- 
phecies of  all  faiths  avail  their  own  suicide  ?  and  the  same  fact  conclusively  applies  aa 
the  key  of  suicide  to  the  old  testament,  in  ch.  32  and  33  of  Exodus,  where  the  pecu- 
liar God  kills  off  through  the  priestocracy,  all  the  foolish  prophecy  foundation  of  all  such 
bibles,  that  are  thus  blown  sky  high.  A  factitious  importance  is  attached  about  some 
Jew  oracles,  respecting  a  few  old  cities,  Babylon,  Nineveh,  and  a  few  countries,  as  if 
the  whole  world's  destiny  was  anything  to  be  regulated  thereby,  when  the  Jews  had 
lost  at  the  seige  of  Jerusalem  by  their  own  pretended  prophecies  their  million  of  people, 
and  ruined  their  nation. 

If  ever  there  was  a  stupid  and  infatuated  people,  the  Jews  are  they.  Many  still  adhere 
to  that  degraded  superstition,  the  most  abominable  because  the  most  murderous  to  them. 
Are  the  priestocracy  completely  crazy,  that  they  v/ish  to  ruin  the  world  in  the  same 
way  1  All  this  iniquitous  folly  should  be  estopped  by  intelligent  freemen.  The  world 
should  not  be  sacrificed  to  such  degradation.  Jew  oracles  lied  as  all  other  oracles,  and 
they  that  deny  this,  lie  as  endorsers.  Oracles  are  nothing  at  all,  but  to  gull  and  defraud 
the  world. 

Analyze  the  ancient  world,  and  a  pretty  set  of  piratical  barbarians  they  were  indeed. 
One  old  city  pirated  upon  another,  one  nation  on  another.  Babylon  grew  out  of  Nineveh, 
that  the  Medes  and  Babylonians  destroyed.  Then  Seleucia  eat  up  Babylon,  that  its 
enemies  mined.  The  mighty  problem  that  gives  the  solution,  holds  all  the  priestocracy 
and  absolutists  in  abeyance.  The  mighty  question  that  they  could  not  solve  over- 
whehns  them  in  their  pitiful  ignorance.  Tell  us,  world-philosophers  of  this  age,  how  many 
cities  have  perished  in  that  old  country  of  Assyria  ?  Who  were  the  first  aborigines  of 
that  country  1  How  many  countless  generations  existed  before  the  priestocracy's  Adam 
was  ever  heard  of,  nay,  how  many  passed  off  the  world*s  theatre.  Yes,  tell  us  how 
many  Baby  Ions  and  Ninevehs,  and  then  the  priestocracy  will  be  scouted  as  impostoro  truly. 
What  was  the  case  of  the  old  country  of  Italy,  where  races  had  pre-existed  unknown 
to  all  the  ancients  ?  Is  not  that  the  case  in  America  ?  Tell  us,  priestocracy,  of  Ame- 
rica's ancient  cities  without  one  inhabitant,  and  then  you  can  claim  to  be  more  than  you 
are  now.  Absolutists  and  priestocracies  have  played  into  each  other^s  hands.  They 
have  stifled  the  truth,  bullied  the  world  in  miserable  falsehoods. 

All  bible  prophecies  and  oracles  are  like  the  priestocracy,  that  have  conspired  to  de- 
lude the  world.  What  are  Babylon  and  Nineveh  to  prove  ?  Have  we  the  facts  of  truth 
told  us,  as  rational  mind  requires.  How  many  thousand  untruths  have  been  told  to  fix 
up  all  such  trash  ?  Are  they  not  reactions  of  cause  and  effect?  Cyrus  ruined  Babylon 
by  changing  the  river,  flooding  the  country.  What  a  mighty  dead-list  of  ruined  cities 
would  the  world's  history  present  us,  enacted  by  savage  warfare.  Have  there  not  been 
thousands  upon  thousands  destroyed  ?  If  the  bible  has  been  true  the  whole  world  could 
not  be  kept  from  believing  it,  for  it  would  have  presented  mind  the  first  principles  of 
things,  and  the  true  history  of  pre-existing  races,  which  it  cannot  do,  as  its  writers,  the 
priestocracy,  did  not  know. — ^Ask  for  bible  proof,  and  man  speaks  ;  ask  for  God's  bible, 
and  his  universe  responds  with  true  sublimity.  Where,  bible  prophets,  are  the  ancient 
cities  of  Egypt  1  1  hey  are  now  in  ruins.  Are  they  prophecied  of  in  the  bible  ?  The 
bible,  if  of  God,  had  necessarily  told  us  of  the  world,  and  nothing  less,  to  comprehend  a 
jttBt  revelation ;  but  we  have  none  of  this.  It  does  not  do  justice  to  the  smallest  part, 
much  less  mind,  that  it  assails !  But  you  bible  advocates  are  bible  worshippers,  faith 
polytheists,  believers  in  devils,  angels,  ghosts,  ware  in  your  heaven  ;  but  you  dwarf  the 
(iod  of  the  universe  ;  no,  that  cannot  be.  but  you  dwarf  your  own  mind  in  blasphemous 
conception  and  description  of  him  who  needs  no  aid  of  his  creation,  priestocracy,  or  pre- 
tended prophets,  who  is  blasphemed  in  the  pretence  down  to  the  little  peculiar  overseer 
god  of  Jewry.  Shame  upon  you,  that  you  sacrifice  the  lights  of  the  present  age  to  all 
the  false  pretences  of  Jew  idolatry  and  oracles. 

Do  you  really  sacrifice  your  religion  to  ail  the  false  pretences  of  slave  Jew  bibles  and 
faiths  1     Shame,  freemen  of  the  world. 
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Where  are  the  mighty  ancient  cities,  races  of  the  earth,  anterior  to  all  bibles  %  What 
shall  the  world  do  wr  that  history,  that  bible  pretences  cannot  reach  1  To  disprove 
the  absurdity  of  these  bible  pretences  what  veritably  endorsed  authority  have  we 
that  Jeremiah  prophecied  against  Babylon.  It  is  expedient  to  give  truth  endorsements 
before  prophecies.  Bishop  Newton  says,  "  Jeremiah  sent  his  prophecies  concerning 
Babylon  to  Babylon  by  the  hands  of  Seraiah,"  &c. — (Jer.  li.  59.) — "  There  is,  there- 
fore, no  room  for  skepticism." 

What  stuff!*  Thus  are  the  people  gulled  by  the  modern  priestocracy.  See  the  vile 
imposition : — 

63.  ^*  And  it  shall  be,  when  thou  hast  made  an  end  of  reading  this  book,  that  thou 
shalt  bind  a  stone  to  it,  and  cast  it  into  the  midst  of  Euphrates. 

64.  *'  And  thou  shalt  say,  Thus  shall  Babylon  sink,  and  shall  not  rise  from  the  evil 
that  I  will  bring  upon  her  :  and  they  shall  be  weary :  thus  far  are  the  words  of  Jeremiah.** 

Which  was  the  biggest  blockhead  or  mind-juggler,  Jeremiah  or  Bishop  Newton  1 
Pid  not  the  last  know  tliat  such  false  pretence  to  evidence  would  be  laughed  out  of  an 
honorable  court  of  justice.  Jeremiah  also  said,  v.  43,  **  neither  doth  any  son  of  man 
pass  thereby."  Capt.  Keppel,  in  1824,  visited  the  ruins  of  Babylon.  So  much  for 
Jeremiah.  If  all  the  facts  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  bibles,  and  priestocracies  were  laid  be- 
fore the  world,  the  most  ridiculous  of  all  impositions  would  appear  with  the  most  flagrant 
murderous  outrages  on  mankind,  of  all  the  Belial-world  outrages.  The  world  with  one 
united  voice,  the  priestocracy  and  minions  always  excepted,  would  accurse  this  lowest 
blasphemy. 

Instead  of  prophecies,  read  impositions.  The  moderns  must  not  regard  the  few  old  ob- 
solete cities,  Babylon  and  Nineveh,  &c.,  as  if  they  were  the  world.  They  are  dead  ; 
let  them  be  buried  ;  and  let  not  their  ashes  be  desecrated  by  the  priestocracy,  who  are 
lower  than  they  are.  We  should  never  have  heard  of  them  in  any  such  light,  but  for  the 
vindictive  fury  of  the  Jews  in  resentment  of  their  national  subjugation.  That  is  not  a 
laudable  spirit,  when  these  Jews  butchered  the  world  when  they  wanted  its  land. 

They  talk  of  prophecies,  and  all  their  category  of  deluge  and  fallen  cities  bespeak 
their  stupid  fall  in  science,  ignorant  of  obvious  natural  causes;  yet  the  moderns  stupidly 
keep  up  the  ignominious  game,  disgraceful  to  novices  in  truth,  honesty,  and  science. 

Now  the  subject  of  peculiar  bibles,  and  all  their  peculiar  machinery,  is  impracticable 
to  their  advocates.  What  did  the  bible  give  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  ?  Of  Thebes, 
famous  for  its  hundred  gates  ?  It  has  ferociously  exhumed  the  world^s  vices,  and  buried 
its  virtues. 

How  many  thousands  of  vears  before  the  bible  Adam  did  the  human  race  extend  ? 
How  many  races  of  mankindf  were  extinct,  and  their  very  name  lost  in  the  distant  vistas 
of  past  pre-existent  ages  ?  A  bible  of  God^s  inspiration  should  have  told  of  first  prin- 
ciples, and  of  things  l^fore  tradition,  not  of  tradition,  which  is  man^s. 

As  to  prophecies  or  oracles,  what  ancient  nation  did  not  have  them  ?  Rome  and 
Greece  luxuriated  in  them.  Among  the  Greeks  they  were  used  in  all  important  pubUc 
matters.     The  name  of  the  thing  does  not  change  the  thing  itself. 

These  Jew  prophets  were  all  impostors,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  most  essential 
causes,  that  wrote  tlieir  history  on  the  deeds  of  the  ancients.  They  sacrificed  their 
nation. 

Transfer,  republicans,  no  such  paganism  to  your  blessed  country. 

The  world  should  be  able  to  tell  by  this  time  what  is  the  worth  of  rational  mind  and 
religion ;  not  of  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  accursed  train,  that  has  to  be  scouted  from  the 
face  of  this  earth. 

What  do  mankind  need  of  any  bible  prophecy  to  give  the  highest  glory  to  God,  that 
requires  the  purest  duty  of  mind  to  the  world  and  uod.  Surely  all  the  polluted  Jew 
bible  examples  cannot  begin  to  teach  them.  What  is  relig^ion  1  The  highest  function 
of  mind  illustrated  by  action,  the  committal  of  the  soul,  mind,  spirit,  to  God  Almighty. 

What  does  Christianity  embrace  ?  What,  western  Bhuddism  1  Is  that  any  better 
than  the  eastern  ? 

All  are  fictions  of  the  priestocracy,  that  sought  to  rule  the  people.  No  peculiar  faitli 
is  any,  unless  mind  has  bestowed  its  portion  of  capital  for  civilization,  Uien  it  is  mono- 
theism unacknowledged.  True  prophecy  is  it,  when  no  ancient  nation  ever  furnished 
us  with  a  true  history  of  itself. 

It  yet,  at  least,  remains  to  be  proved. 

The  Jew  prophets,  &c.,  poured  out  this  hatred  against  Egypt  and  Babylon  particu- 
larly, that  conquered  them.     Not  only  Babylon  is  fallen,  but  Judea  and  Jerusalem. 
'    Uen.  ch.  xvii.  v.  1 :  "  The  Lord  said  unto  Abraham  U  am  the  Almighty  God  ;*  8.  and  I 
will  give  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  thou  art  a  stranger,  all  the 
land  of  Canaan,  for  an  everlasting  possession ;  and  I  will  be  their  God."    As  the  Jews 
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have  not  An  everlastiog  possession  therein,  it  was  only  the  priestocraey  God  that  spoke* 
that  was  all. 

Alexander  burnt  Persepolis.  Ancient  countries  were  ravaged  with  fire  and  vword) 
the  adverse  parties  doing  themselves  and  their  peculiar  gods  service  in  doing  so.  Think 
of  thst,  ye  blind  devotees  of  Jew  idolatry,  peculiar  bibles.  What  city  of  the  ancients 
was  not  destroyed,  at  one  time  or  another  1 

Athens  was  burnt  by  tlie  Persians.  Has  true  and  authentic  history  detailed  all  the 
facts, about  the  otter  destruction  of  all  these  cities?  What  were  the  natural  causes? 
That  the  pitiful  bible  sophists  could  not  tell,  no  more  than  the  other  oracle  sophists  of 
the  day.  Their  trade  was  to  detail  available  pretences,  and  have  themselves  screened 
from  the  exposure.  The  special  providence  of  perverted  minds  has  led  a  burden  to 
that  uf  rational  mind  to  clear  the  world  of. 

Is  the  whole  history  of  the  world'^facts  laid  open  to  us  ?  if  not,  then  all  such  peculiar 
bibles  are  peculiar  nuisances.  Now  what  did  all  the  Jew  prophecies  amount  to,  admi^ 
ting  that  they  had  any  such  character,  which  cannot  be  honorably  proved  in  an  honors* 
Ue  court  of  justice  ?  After  all  said  and  pretended,  all  evaporates  and  discloses  that  the 
world  is  going  on  as  God  created  it.  Fhey  avaUed  naught,  and  were  worthless,  and 
therefore  to  be  disregarded,  as  flagitious  and  base.  Some  of  the  pretended  prophetSi 
that  the  bible  presents,  affect  to  treat  others  as  lying  prophets  ;  now  if  wo  were  to  hear 
teth  and  the  true  sides,  all  would  be  convicted  as  base,  lying  prophets. 

The  evil  of  prescience,  in  prophecy,  outweighs  the  good-— does  not  suit  the  functions 
of  mind.  What  blockheads  all  oracle-mongers  were,  to  leave  their  posterity  at  the 
mercy  of  such  abominable  vices  and  crimes.  But  God^s  immutability  prevents  miracles 
and  prophecies,  that  if  he  required  yesterday,  as  part  of  his  conservative  principles,  he 
does  tonday.  But  these  are  mysteries.  No,  that  is  the  absurd  answer  of  the  bible 
bi^t,  who  disgraces  his  own  mind  and  God,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  by  false  pretences  of 
false  bibles,  priestocraey,  and  their  affiliated,  duped,  or  dependent  vassals.  Now  if  God 
fore-knew  he  fore-ordamed,  but  all  that  is  abeyance  to  mind^s  free  moral  agencjr,  under 
the  circumstances  of  creation,  that  bespeak  immortality  of  the  soul  as  a  part  ot  eternal 
justice,  and  God^s  immutability  on  conservative  principles.  This  question  of  religion  is 
the  highest  inquiry  of  philosophical  science,  and  bespeaks  a  sublimity  too  triumphant 
over  all  the  pretensions  of  miracles  and  prophecies.  Bible  bigots  have  opposed  the 
idea,  because  they  were  thereby  ruled  out.  Who  countenance  and  support  the  absurd 
miracles  of  the  present  day,  of  the  world,  but  those  who  sustain  the  foolish  bibles  and 
churches  built  on  their  premises  ?  Now  if  you  do  that  by  belief  and  presence,  you  are 
culpable  and  amenable.  The  ancients,  in  their  comparative  ignorance,  resorted  to  mira- 
rles,  to  explain  what  they  could  not  appreciate.  The  power  of  the  press  would  have 
pas5ied  with  them  for  such.  Now  the  people  perform  what  would  be  considered  innu- 
merable miracles,  compared  to  which  Moses  was  only  a  juggler. 

All  miracles  are  phenomena ;  however  consistent  with  nature,  were  unknown  to  the 
iterant  barbarians,  who  did  not  know  even  whence  the  rain  came,  by  their  own  bible, 
that,  instead  of  being  a  perfect  code  of  science  and  religion,  is  a  stupid  memento,  record* 
in?  the  national  degradation  and  vassalage. 

Take  the  article  of  manna,  of  Moses,  and  let  it  compare  with  the  billions  of  pounds 
of  sugar  evoked  by  the  hand  of  the  moderns,  elicited  by  science,  and  the  comparison 
places  the  last  far  above  this  necromancer^s  dream. 

If  he  were  to-day  in  this  city  of  New  York,  he  would  affirm  that  he  was  a  mere 
school-boy  to  modern  savans,  and  that  his  advocates  were  blind  fanatics. 

What  is  pretended  to  be  miracles  and  prophecies  are  in  abeyance  to  the  laws  of 
evidence. 

The  very  attributes  of  the  great  First  Cause  destroy  all  miracles  and  prophecies. 

All  religion  is  that  of  principles,  cannot  be  that  of  miracles  and  prophecies,  and  must 
be  submitted,  on  the  nature  of  evidence,  demanding  the  full  recognition  of  what  is 
rational. 

In  this  plan  of  peculiar  bibles,  the  pretended  prophets  played  the  knave ;  all  followers, 
faithites,  are  desired  to  play  the  dupe. 

The  idea  of  prophecy,  would  embrace  the  whole  category  of  full  time.  Where  is 
ptoof  of  any  such,  but  in  the  pretences  of  subsequent  impostors  1 

All  such  is  the  vilest  imposition.  The  people  should  not  be  throwing  away  a  life- 
time on  trash,  much  less  actually  committing  a  sacrilege  on  the  Creator,  for  which 
nothing  can  atone.  Many  affect  presentiments,  under  improper  appreciations  of  pro- 
phecy, and  act  disreputably  to  correct  good  sense. 

The  priestocraey  bible,  the  word  of^God !  What  a  libel.  But  stay,  it  is  only  the 
word  of  the  priestocracy's  God,  that  is,  of  the  priestocraey. 

These  simpletons  forgot  that  miracles  were  enough,  expedient  to  force  the  faith  of 
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the  people,  when  they  resorted  to  charch  bully ings.  The  God  of  the  Jew  bible  is  tbe 
Jew  idol  god— of  the  priestocracy — not  of  the  universe,  universal,  but  of  peculiar  faith« 
peculiar.  The  peculiar  one  deals  in  miracles.  The  Author  of  the  universe  deals 
m  principles,  not  miracles. 

Do  you  believe  in  miracles  1  Then,  you  do  not  believe  in  the  Creator  of  the  uniTerse, 
that  cannot  be  made  up  of  miracles,  but  cause  and  effect,  the  result  of  principles  to 
which  miracles  are  antagonistic.  Of  course  you  believe  in  the  humbugs  of  Jew  idol- 
atry, that  has  their  peculiar  god.  A  peculiar  god  does  not  belong  to  our  uniTerss, 
Credulity  or  credulousness  is  heinous ;  it  is  mockery  on  the  inteffect  of  the  world. 
Miracles  belong  to  supematuralism,  an  absurdity  and  sacrilege  on  mind. 

All  creeds  of  faith  that  admit  messiahs,  prophets,  and  miracle-mongers,  necessarily 
exclude  thepod  of  the  universe,  for  all  such  are  the  false  pretences  of  Sie  priestocracy. 

When  cornered,  bible  advocates  refer  to  mysteries,  faith,  metaphor,  miracles,  and 
prophecies'  fulfilment. 

But  none  of  these,  as  their  trinity,  are  self-evident. 

None,  but  the  unity  of  God,  who  is  consistent  in  the  unity  of  design.  * 

What  destroyed  Babylon  1  We  might  well  ask,  what  destroyed  all  the  ancient  iso- 
lated countries  ?  Was  it  not  for  want  of  principles  in  government  and  religion  1  In- 
stead of  the  sacred  protection  of  universal  brotherhood,  uiey  all  fell  victims  to  the  frag- 
ments of  peculiar  errors  and  faiths — Palestine  as  well  as  all— even  the  mighty  con- 
querors in  turn,  were  overthrown  by  universal  yindication  of  principles. 

The  universe  could  not  last  unless  it  were  based  on  conservative  principles.  God 
gave  them  equally  to  the  world,  but  mind^s  perversions  have  stood  in  the  way.  To 
have  full  principles  in  the  world's  government,  let  it  have  all  of  religion  of  principles. 
Does  any  part  of  it,  though  blessed  with  the  freest  of  governments,  have  ?  That  is 
utterly  impossible  in  the  vagaries  and  crimes  of  polytheism.  The  mind  must  be  per- 
fectly rationalized,  and  the  press — ^public  opinion  too  much  wedded  to  customs,  must  be 
free  from  malign  influences  of  monopoly  and  usurpation.  Publieations,  schools,  dis- 
cussions, associations,  libraries,  &c.,  should  be  liberally  subservient  to  all  the  legitimate 
demands  of  the  mind  of  the  world. 

Prophets  and  inspirations  are  impositions  and  frauds.  But  the  christian,  par  excel- 
lence, demands  faith,  because  of  miracles  and  prophecies.  Then  he  furnishes  the  best 
argument  against  himself,  for  Judaism  claims  priority  and  originality  over  him,  the  bor* 
rowings  from  sectarianism  of  predecessors— certainly  of  nobler  views  by  corrupt, 
venial  and  mercenary  priestocracy. 

The  Mahommedan  claims  a  subsequent  covenant,  and  that  arouses  up  the  Mormon, 
who  vows,  as  the  latter-day  saints,  that  they  have  precedence,  and  thus  the  subsequent 
blasphemer  is  to  win. 

But  the  christian  affecting  a  mock  dignity  from  his  familiarity  with  despotic  power, 
that  upholds  him  in  strengthening  itself,  a  custom  time  out  of  mind  in  the  annals  of 
nations,  assumes  to  talk  of  learning  and  science,  and  thus  he  is  completely  triumphed 
over  by  reason,  to  whom  the  braggart  appeals,  for  he,  as  all  his  compeers,  have 
usurped  in  this  all  the  rights  of  monotheism. 

But  as  a  last  dying  effort,  he  conceitedly  tells  the  public  that  the  world  will  go  into 
the  jaws  of  atheism,  if  it  be  not  under  his  protection.  This  is  always  the  case  with 
consociates  of  illegal  and  collusive  action. 

How  can  the  world  be  worse  off  than  under  all  such  despotic  regime?  Well,  now 
for  the  atheist. 

How  prove  a  God  ?  he  asks.  That  is  easily  proved  by  reference  to  cause  and  effect, 
that  lead  us  to  the  great  first  cause,  in  whom  mortals,  all  that  are  rational,  must  con- 
fide in  due  humility. 

What  then  ?  says  the  inquirer.  That  proves  an  Almighty,  for  we  cannot  go  beyond 
the  Almighty  Creator  of  the  Universe  till  out  of  it.  What  does  all  this  knowledge 
avail  ?  All  intended.  The  religion  of  principles  that  produce  all,  that  is  the  wisest 
purpose. 

This  protects  the  purest  conscience,  for  its  immortal  happiness.  As  to  the  when  and 
how  of  the  universe  and  of  its  Author,  those  are  all  alien  to  our  data  and  powers.  Na- 
ture is  in  abeyance  to  principles,  that  are  so  to  the  God  of  nature  ;  this  sufiices  fur 
mind's  noblest  aspirations  and  brightest,  best  and  most  beneficiaj  actions. 

Rational  mind  can  comprehend  enough  of  the  attributes  of  God,  the  Creator,  to  carry 
out  rational  religion.  The  when  and  the  how  of  the  atheist  in  creation  are  absurd,  as 
his  denial  of  the  Creator. 

Prophecy  and  miracle  are  the  machiner}'  of  man,  maniacs,  crazy  fanatics,  and  more 
crazy  menials,  vassal  followers,  the  counterfeit  currency  of  unprincipled  priestocracies. 
Which  is  the  worse,  the  denial  of  a  God  of  the  universe,  or  the  peculiar  dwarfing  him 
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below  Us  own  attiibates  ?  From  Deity  the  monotheist  learna,  appreciates  that  stiQ 
higher  ia  his  purpose.  Religion  and  priestocracy  are  incompatible.  Cause  and  effect 
lead  mind  to  the  Great  First  Cause ;  and  religion,  the  inevitable  result  of  humility  and 
rational  confidence  in  him,  confirms  it. 

It  is  not  the  when  and  the  how,  but  the  what  is  to  be  investigated  in  due  adoration 
of  the  Author  of  perfection  and  happiness. 

The  Author  of  principles  must  be  the  immutable  standard  for  a  religious  conscience. 
Mere  matter  and  the  universe  are  two  very  different  things.  If  all  were  mere  matter, 
theo  seioeless  as  atheism,  but  it  reflects  ics  glorious  Author.  The  atheist  is  bewildered 
about  matter,  the  monotheist  is  enlightened  and  exalted  about  the  universe. 

The  very  idea  of  miracles  and  prophecies  destroy;^  all  religion,  as  far  as  in  them  lies, 
being  suicidal  of  principles.  If  the  Jew  priestocracy  were  capable  of  prophecy,  why 
not  proclaim  the  real  substantial  benefits  of  time  to  the  whole  world,  as  the  discovery 
ef  continents  then  unknown,  sciences  then  undeveloped,  all  the  present  and  future  means 
of  civilization  and  its  best  blessings  ?  These  are  the  very  things  that  prophecy  could 
bare  done,  a  theme  fit  for  the  noblest  statesmanship,  patriotism  and  philanthropy,  in- 
stead of  the  degraded  tricks,  not  competent  to  dupe  school-boys. 

The  Jew  pretence  to  prophecy  is  the  veriest  humbug,  and  burlesque  of  humbug,  the 
coin  of  knaves  or  fools.  When  you  speak  of  prophecy,  you  speak  of  the  suicidal  curse 
to  aours  happiness,  mind^s  case,  quiet  and  earthly  equanimity.  If  mind  ever  required 
direct  revelation,  it  docs  it  evermore,.universally.  , 

That  difficulty  annihilates  the  whole  manufacture  'of  miracles,  prophecy,  &c. 

But  the  prophecies  about  cities  are  heralded  by  the  affiliated  moderns  as  if  that  was 
any  thing,  destitute  too  even  of  its  proof!  As  to  their  decay,  that  is  only  the  history 
of  the  world— often  by  notorious  causes,  abundant  among  the  ancient  barbarians,  whose 
piide  and  glory  it  was  to  destroy  them. 

What  part  of  the  world  is  exempt  ? 

Of  course,  if  prophecy  were  any  thing  above  the  paltiy  tricks  of  the  priestocracy,  we 
should  have  heard  of  major  not  minor  local  points — all  that  would  have  civilized  the 
world,  not  have  stabbed  and  assassinated  with  peculiar  faiths,  that  are  as  old  as  sin  itself. 

Monotheism  will  justly  accord  all  the  biblical  modifications  of  varied  and  subsequent 
prophecies,  from  Genesis  to  Revelations  ;  that,  however,  will  not  avail  all  the  advocacy 
of  pecuUar  faith,  for  that  Incontestably  proves  the  revelations  of  the  peculiar  god,  not 
of  foreknowledge,  but  of  after  opinions,  and  thus  of  man  and  that  of  mind  perverted 
conclusively  and  surely. 

Thus  she  meets  all  the  legitimate  demands  of  her  duty  in  silencing,  wath  the  most 
exact  justice,  all  the  fictions  of  faith,  and  giving  the  full  benefits  to  rational  mind  of 
the  purest  religion. 

THE  PROPHETS,  PRIESTS,  &c. 

Let  the  prophets  declare  the  character  of  their  brethren.  Micah  ch.  iii.  v.  6,  "  And 
the  sun  shall  go  down  over  the  prophets,  and  the  day  shall  be  dark  over  them."  Of 
course,  they  were  found  a  useless  machinery.  V.  7,  "  For  there  is  no  answer  of  God." 
V.  1 1,  "The  priests  teach  for  hire,  and  the  prophets  divine  for  money  :  yet  they  will 
(eao  upon  the  Lord."  The  prophets  and  priests,  mere  seers  and  diviners,  did  not  set 
oat  to  write  anything  but  fictions  and  falsehoods  all  the  time,  with  whom  the  tribe  was 
in  collusion.  That  was  the  very  character  of  the  undertaking.  How  much  they  bor- 
rowed, and  changed  with  the  advance  of  mind,  whose  rights  they  always  usurped  under 
their  blasphemous  false  pretences  of  claiming  their  peculiar  God  for  authority.  The 
apotheosis  of  the  Pagan  Emperors  as  they  called  them,  eventuated  in  the  canonization 
of  the  Saints,  all  paganism. 

Zephaniah  ch.  iii.  v.  4,  **  Her  prophets  (Jerusalem)  are  light  and  treacherous  persons ; 
her  priests  have  polluted  the  sanctuary,  they  have  done  violence  to  the  law." 

Zechariah  ch.  xiv.  v.  17,  "  And  it  shall  be,  that  whoso  will  not  come  up  of  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  unto  Jerusalem  to  worship  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  even  upon 
them  shall  be  no  rain."  16,  But  as  Egypt  had  no  rain,  **  if  it  went  not  up  it  was  to 
have  the  plague — ^also  the  heathen."  0  prophet,  did  you  not  dream  in  all  your  visions, 
that  mind  is  the  mighty  means  before  the  Lord  of  the  universe  ?  The  universe !  Let 
that  name  startle  you  more  than  when  you  were  awakened  out  of  your  sleep.  You 
Israelites,  appropriated  the  God  of  the  four-cornered  earth,  and  the  scroll  heaven,  and 
^uld  prophecy  as  much  as  you  chose.  But  your  prophecy  was  afler  the  event,  or  as 
tittle  account  as  tliis  which  is  false,  and  the  best  of  you  would  have  been  the  worst  ex- 
posed, if  all  your  dark  pretences  and  falsifications  had  been  written  with  the  pen  of 
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truth.  But  your  train-band  in  collusion,  kept  up  the  profession.  Who  of  all  was  more 
zealous  than  you,  for  the  priestocracy  of  Jerusalem  1  But  out  with  the  truth,  and  the 
same  you  say  of  others  is  applicable  to  all  of  all  ages.  But  no,  you  are  faithful  to  your 
household. 

Malachi  ch.  i.  v.  14,  "  For  I  am  a  great  king,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  my  Dame 
is  dreadful  among  the  heathen."  And  this  peculiar  God  who  was  a  great  king,  and 
whose  name  was  dreadful  among  *the  heatlien,  is  indebted  to  Malachi  for  the  publication. 
Who  endorses  Malachi  ?  But  hear  him,  ch.  iii.  v.  8,  "  Will  a  man  rob  God  1  Yet  ye 
have  robbed  me.  But  ye  say,  wherein  have  we  robbed  thee  1  In  tithes  and  offerings.'* 
Malachi,  thou  wast  a  true  priest,  but  a  false  man.  This  was  priest  robbing  man, 
through  his  peculiar  God.    The  very  essence  of  the  profession. 

JONAH. 

The  whole  of  this,  as  all  the  balance  of  this  Pagan  bible,  might  have  been  anticipat- 
ed by  the  fact,  that  no  such  mission  was  necessary,  as  God  of  creation  does  not  change, 
for  his  attributes  are  immutable,  and  the  principles  of  the  universe  are  fixed.  OC 
course,  wily  priestcraft  tries  to  play  the  whole  drama.  No  matter  the  absurdity,  it 
makes  a  fish  story  for  Jonah.  It  was  easier  for  Jonah  to  have  lived  three  days,  after 
swallowing*  a  fish  himself.  That  }fi  more  truthful  and  rational,  any  physiologist  would 
say.  The  bible  violates  all  principles  of  physiology  and  religion.  Jonah  must  have 
swallowed  a  fish  and  lived  better  three  days,  than  in  the  other  condition,  for  then  a  fish 
and  not  Jonah  would  have  lived.     The  people  swallowed  the  fish  story. 

Ch.  iii.,  ^'  And  God  repented  of  the  evil  tliat  be  had  said  that  he  would  do  unto 
them  ;  and  he  did  it  not."  What  blasphemy — men  said — God  did  not  say.  What  a 
miserable  character  Jonah  was,  for  a  prophet,  disobedient,  refractory,  and  envious? 
lie  a  pure  being,  through  whom  God  spake  1  Very  clear  indeed.  He  was  lery  angry. 
Now  prophets  should  not  get  angry ;  much  less  God.  But  the  peculiar  bibles  can 
draw  any  peculiar  caricature.  Jonah  was  nearly  guilty  of  the  crime  of  suicide,  as  he 
wished  in  himself  to  die  !     But  his  crime  of  all  crimes,  was  his  libel  of  God^s  veraci^. 

Daniel  ch.  iii«  v.  25.  If  this  miracle  had  occurred,  the  worid  could  not  have  kept 
Nebuchadnezzar  from  adoption  and  adoration  of  God,  him  and  his  nation,  and  as  a 
proof,  the  Jews  would  have  obtained  then  and  there,  their  freedom. 

Ch.  ii.  If  this  dream  had  been  such,  then  they  also  had  been  convinced  of  Gctd.  But 
all  the  peculiar  God  people  forget  that  God  should  not  have  done  generally,  if  he  had 
acted  by  miracles,  as  they  could  have  been  universal.  How  much  easier  was  il  for  the 
Gud  of  all,  to  have  acted  at  once  for  all.  This  is  the  way  the  God  of  nature  does  act, 
but  these  butchers  of  honest  truth  affect  otherwise,  and  damn  themselves  forever  as  the 
worst  of  men. 

Ch.  vii.  V.  8,  '^  But  I  kept  the  matter  in  my  heart,"  says  Daniel,  a  wise  inspired 
man  surely. 

Ch.  viii.  V.  10,  "  And  (the  little  horn)  it  cast  down  some  of  the  host,  and  of  the  stan 
to  the  ground,  and  stamped  upon  them."  What  good  did  all  these  mysteries  of  this 
ignorant  simpleton  1  Like  the  oracles,  intended  to  deceive.  By  all  these  stupid  charac- 
ters, one  general  idea  is  conveyed,  that  of  cunning. 

Lot  us  have  all  this  nonsense  stopped.  Mind,  had  these  fanatics  ever  listened  to  it, 
wxuld  have  taught  and  enabled  the  Jews  to  have  excluded  all  the  pretended  prophets, 
and  an  ignorant  set  of  astrologers  and  jugglers.  Let  this  fellow  be  tried  by  the  laws 
of  nature  to  entire  conviction  and  condemnation,  from  respectable  society. 

Hosea  ch.  iv.  v.  1,  "  Because  there  is  no  tnith^nor  mercy,  nor  knowledge  of  God  in 
the  land,"  V.  6,  "My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  Knowledge."  V. 9i,  "And 
there  shall  be.  like  people,  like  priest ;  ch.  v.  v.  1,  (God  spake)  0  priests,  ye  have 
been  a  snare  on  Mizpah,  and  a  net  spread  upon  Tabor."  Ch.  vi.  v.  d,  "  The  company 
of  priests  murder  in  the  way  by  consent :  for  they  commit  lewdness."  The  greatest 
piece  of  false  pretence  waa^,  that  tlie  Jews  were  a  peculiar  people,  therebv  making  thek 
God  a  peculiar  God»  and  causing  their  peculiar  professions  assomiag  to  be  propkets  to 
eternally  lie,  a  peculiar  curse. 

Ch.  X.  V.  13,  "  Ye  have  ploughed  wickednese,  ye  have  reaped  iuiquity ;  ye  have 
eaten  the  fruit  of  lies ;  because  thou  (the  people)  didst  trust  in  tliy  way,  in  the  multi- 
tude of  thy  mighty  men."     Give  up  all  abominable  peculiar  faith,  0  people,  to  be  safe. 

Ch.  xiii.  V.  4,  "  Yet  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  from  the  land  of  Effypt,  and  thou  shalt 
know  no  God  but  me;  for  there  is  no  Saviour  besides  me."  Had  the  God  of  naturo 
spoken,  he  would  have  said  he  was  of  the  universe.  But  the  peculiar  God  only 
spoke,  as  the  oracle-mongers  spake.    What  a  God ! 
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Ch.  xiii.  ▼-  16,  "  Samaria  shall  become  desolate  ;  for  she  hath  rebelled  against  hex' 
God ;  they  shall  fall  by  the  sword ;  their  infants  shall  be  dashed  in  pieces,  and  their 
women  with  child  shall  be  ripped  up."  Had  not  the  Jews  set  the  example  to  the  origi- 
nal possessors  of  the  soil  1 

This  creed  of  prophecy,  the  indispensable  result  of  Judaism,  a  peculiar  faith,  falls  in 
with  that  faith.     How  abominable  is  any  such,  made  by  hypocrites  and  dissemblers ! 

This  pretender  was  as  rabid  a  fanatic,  as  blackguard  could  well  rant.  What  non- 
sense, impiety,  and  blasphemy,  for  a  mortal  to  pretend  to  inspiration  for  himself  and 
others  about  divinity.  The  man  that  assumes  that  any  such  should  be  believed,  is  either 
deranged  or  unworthy  of  an  honest  fame.  We  can  well  see  what  was  the  character  of 
all  such,  by  reference  to  Josephus'  translation  about  Archselaus,  who  sent  for  the  divines 
in  Judea,  whose  study  was  employed  about  dreams.  And  while  some  w^cre  of  one 
opinion,  and  some  of  another,  (for  all  their  interpretations  did  not  agree). 

How  many  are  made  miserable  yet  in  life,  about  dreams ! 

AMOS  Vn.  10. 

Ahaziah  the  priest,  and  Amos  the  prophet  fell  out. 

Amos  wrote  his  own  book,  and  told  his  own  tale. 

Amaziah^s  is  not  here.  This  contention  proves  corruption,  among  these  professed 
people  of  God.  No,  they  had  not  a  universal  brotherhood,  certainly  not.  Why  ? 
Because  they  knew  not  the  pure  God  of  the  universe.  They  overlooked  his  mighty 
attributes,  and  disregarded  most  ignorantly  an  investigation  into  his  principles,  and  sub- 
,  stitutcd  false  pretences  about  prophecies,  an  impossibility.  How  easy  was  it  in  all  the 
military  dynasties,  to  foretell  much  of  the  fate  of  the  world,  of  races,  much  less  one 
nation.  But  how  came  they  not  to  prophecy  better?  Because  they  were  not  only 
men,  but  wretchedly,  stupidly  ignorant  of  science.  Ignorance  was  the  state  of  the 
times.  They  were  sadly  deficient  in  all  science.  What  good  did  all  such  prophecies  ? 
Did  the  people  believe  in  them  ?  Their  authors  abundantly  prove,  tliat  they  were  dis- 
cirded. 

All  prophecies  are  incompatible  with  the  conservative  principles  of  the  God  of  the 
uDiverse,  and  as  the  Jews  only  knew  their  peculiar  God,  they  had  to  feign  prophecies. 
to  juggle  the  people's  minds,  that  of  course  were  most  wofuUy  corrupted  by  this  source 
of  e?iT.  The  prophecies  only  benefited  the  pricstocracy,  apparently,  but  they  finally 
iiiTolved  them  in  one  general  ruin. 

No  such  short-sighted  policy  can  benefit  any  in  this  world,  much  less  in  that  to  come. 

EZEKIEL. 

EzEKiEL,  as  Ezekiel  says,  ch.  xiii.,  "  And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me  saying : 
2.  Son  of  man,  prophecy  against  the  prophets  of  Israel  that  prophecy,  and  say  unto 
them  that  prophecy  out  of  their  own  hearts  :  3.  Thus  saitb  the  Lord  God,  wo  unto  the 
foolish  prophets  that  follow  their  own  spirit,  and  have  seen  nothing !"  And  this  very 
pretence  of  Ezekiel,  is  now  turned  against  him.  Out  of  his  own  mouth,  he  is  posi- 
tively, justly  coodemned.  All  the  prophets  enacted  their  pretences  through  their  heart, 
how  else  could  they  1  Rational  mind  revolts  at  the  bare  idea  of  such  action.  Before 
the  highest  tribunal  of  rational  mind,  rationality  tries,  rebukes  and  condemns  them, 
properly  consigning  them  and  their  followers  to  obloquy,  as  they  have  "  followed  their 
own  spirit,  and  have  seen  nothing." 

The  worst  of  all,  is  that  corrupt  and  designing  moderns  wish  to  make  all  the  avail- 
able capital  out  of  all  this  obsolete  paganism,  for  their  nefarious  and  foolish  purposes. 
i^ot  being  able  to  perpetrate  their  own,  they  appropriate  the  thunder  of  predecessors. 
If  they  have  no  blush  of  modesty,  will  they  not  spare  their  country,  their  posterity, 
their  iniquity  1  They  are  not  only  wrong,  but  heinously  so  in  all  their  pagan  business, 
that  is  totally  irrelevant  to  religion. 

And  the  whole  land  is  bigoted,  ch.  xliv.  9,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  '*  No  stranger, 
ancircumcised  in  heart,  nor  uncircumcised  in  flesh,  shall  enter  into  my  sanctuary,*'  and 
the  castes  of  pricstocracy  were  horribly  defined,  as  in  all  Asia.  24.  "  The  priests  in 
controversy  shall  stand  in  judgment.  29.  The  priests  .shall  eat  the  meat  oflTering,  and 
the  iin  offering,  and  the  trespass  offering ;  and  every  dedicated  thing  in  Israel  shall  be 
th»>ifs.  30.  And  the  first  of  all,  the  first  fruits  of  all  things,"  &c.  Discuss  this  matter 
at  all  times  for  light,  truth  and  satisfaction.  Bigots  are  afraid  to  discuss,  but  hide  them- 
BcWca  behind  faith,  as  they  call  it,  but  as  truth  estimates  it,  credulity.     These  priestocra- 
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ciea  paved  the  way  at  the  earliest  day,  to  inind^s  perversion  and  the  world^s  cormpticKi. 
What,  layman,  do  you  join  in  with  the  priestocracy,  to  help  cheat  yourself  by  peculiar 
faiths  ?  Have  you  like  an  intellectual  freeman,  demanded  of  the  priestocracy,  proper 
proof  of  the  authenticity  of  any  bible  of  tradition  ?  As  they  cannot  give  it,  will  you 
continue  to  endorse  bible  or  gospel  falsehoods  ?  Will  you  give  currency  to  counter* 
feits  1     Will  you  stand  by  and  see  the  world  cheated,  and  not  lend  a  helping  band  ? 

What  must  be  the  infamy  of  intrigues,  to  put  down  worthy  citizens  whq  use  worthy 
means  ? 

The  writers  have  brought  the  pretended  prophecies,  but  have  lefl  out  the  full  proofs 
of  their  authenticity.  Who  endorses  them  ?  The  Jews  must  have  scorned  the  pre- 
tended prophecies,  but  what  could  they  do  ?     Freemen,  now  you  can  and  should  act. 

Was  ever  there  such  a  dynasty  as  that  of  priestocracy,  on  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 
Ezckiel,  xiii.  4,  "  0  Israel,  thy  prophets  are  like  the  foxes  in  the  desert.  6.  They 
have  seen  vanity  and  lying  divination,  saying,  the  Lord  saith  :  and  the  Lord  hath  not 
sent  them.''  All  this  is  fixed  up,  collusion  of  priestocracy,  an  abomination  to  the 
world,  mind,  freedom.  These  are  after- thoughts  and  after-prophecies:  ch.  xvi.  43, 
Jerusalem  is  said  to  be  addressed  by  God,  *'  Hast  fretted  me  ?"  Ch.  xviii.  31,  '^  Make 
you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  spirit."  The  Jews  can  appropriate  this  over  the  Christians. 
Ch.  xxii.  25,  Jerusalem,  the  bloody  city  is  addressed,  "  There  is  a  conspiracy  of  her 
prophets  in  the  midst  thereof,  like  a  roaring  lion  ravening  the  prey ;  they  have  de- 
voured souls ;  they  have  taken  the  treasure  and  precious  things ;  they  have  made  her 
many  widows  in  the  midst  thereof."  26.  "  Her  priests  have  violated  my  law,  and  have 
profaned  mine  holy  things,"  &c.  None  but  a  corrupt  government  coula  have  ever  pol- 
luted the  world  by  this  abomination.  28.  Her  prophets,  divining  lies  unto  them,  saying, 
Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  when  the  Lord  hath  not  spoken."  This  is  the  true  portrai- 
ture of  the  whole  tribes  of  priests  and  prophets  of  superstition,  ever,  from  that  to  this 
day,  as  long  as  such  faith  exists.  29.  The  people  of  the  land  have  used  oppression, 
and  exercised  robbery,  and  vexed  the  poor  and  needy  ;  yea,  they  have  oppressed  the 
stranger  wrongfully.  Ch.  xxiii;  39,  "  For  when  they  had  slain  their  children  to  their 
idols,  then  they  came  the  same  day  into  my  sanctuary  to  profane  it."  The  Jews  were 
savages.  Ch.  xxv.  14,  '^  And  I  w411  lay  my  vengeance  upon  Edom,  by  the  hand  of  my 
people,  Israel :  and  they  shall  do  in  Edom  acconling  to  mine  anger,  and  according  to 
my  fury  ;  and  they  shall  know  my  vengeance,  saith  the  Lord.'*  This  is  all  the  fury  of 
false  prophet  Ezekiel. 

The  Philistines,  Moab  and  Edom,  are  threatened  for  their  insolence  against  the  Jews. 
Why  are  not  the  present  world-nations,  as  there  is  as  great  a  necessity  ?  Ch.  xxxiii. 
26.  Ye  defile  every  one  his  neighbor's  wife."  A  world  of  such  priestocracy,  would 
adulterate  the  world.  Ch.  xxxiv.  8,  "  But  the  shepherds  fed  themselves,  and  fed  not 
my  flock."  Ch.  xxxvii.  21,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  behold,  I  will  take  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  from  among  the  heathen,  and  will  bring  them  into  their  own  land."  25. 
"And  they  shall  dwell  in  the  land  forever."  False  prophecy,  Ezekiel.  Ch.  xxxix. 
21.  "  And  I  will  set  my  glory  among  the  heathen,  and  all  the  heathen  shall  see  my 
judgment."  The  Jews  spoke  this,  not  God.  The  balance  of  the  world  did  not  appre- 
ciate the  peculiar  God  of  the  Jews.  The  whole  world  appreciates  the  God  of  the  uni- 
verse, and  cannot  possibly  desire  such  information  as  the  Jewish  priestocracy  vouch- 
safed to  it.  It  did  no  good,  but  all  harm  to  the  Jews,  and  would  rum  the  world,  if  par- 
ticipant therein.  The  priestocracy  were  aroused  to  the  perception  of  their  certain  de- 
struction, and  desired  to  avert  the  odium,  shame  and  ignominious  reproach  of  their  mis- 
deeds and  crimes,  by  criminating  their  people,  but  well  has  it  been  said,  like  priest,  like 
people.  The  Jewish  faith,  all  peculiar  fiiith,  is  an  abomination  to  refined  mind,  culti- 
vated in  the  richness  of  rational  education.  Ch.  i.  1,  "The  heavens  were  opened." 
Is  that  the  abode  of  God,  the  ether,  the  heaved  up  ? 

Criticism  that  is  just,  must  call  all  to  a  strict  account,  when  the  glorious  light  of 
mind  is  to  be  invaded  by  arch  intriguers.  If  they  did  not  understand  the  earth  as 
clearly  proved,  how  did  they  learn  of  God's  residence  ?  Ah !  but  that  was  only  a 
prophet's  license.  Then  let  it  have  a  prophet's  infamy.  Ch.  ii.  3,  "  To  the  children 
of  Israel,  saith  the  Lord,  to  a  rebellious  nation  that  hath  rebelled  against  me."  The 
rebellion  was  against  the  spirit  of  the  Jewish  peculiar  code,  that  no  nation  could  abide 
and  continue  rational. 

As  they  did  transgress,  they  proved  that  they  had  the  soul  of  monotheism,  and  the 
constituency  of  men's  souls.  If  there  was  any  crther  rebellion,  it  was  that  of  Ezekiel 
against  truth,  for  this  national  rebellion  condemns  him  and  all  his  ignoble  tribes  of  false 
teachers  and  legislators,  conspiring  against  popular  rights,  committing  high  treason 
against  them  and  religion,  against  God  himself.  They  are  all  conclusively  condemned 
on  their  own  arraignment,  and  must  be  consigned  to  condign  obloquy  the  most  absolute. 
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JEREMIAH. 

Jeremiah  the  prophet,  the  son  of  a  priest.  He  has  already  been  disposed  of  in  regard 
to  his  prophecy  of  Babylon,  but  he  shall  have  still  more  ample  justice. 

What  good  did  the  prophets  ?  They  of  course  were  in  collusion  with  the  priests  who 
were  in  collusion  fur  themselves,  against  the  people  in  that  respect. 

Bid  the  people  appreciate  any  real  benefit  1  Never,  Ch.  i.  v.  4,  "  Then  the  word 
of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  saying" — ^Who  endorses  all  thisi  The  folly  of  superstition. 
Ch.  ii.  T.  7.  "  He  tells  tlie  people  they  defiled  their  land,  and  made  God^s  heritage  an 
abomination."  He  does  not  include  the  main  reason,  that  the  people  were  not  govern- 
ed 33  ratiooal  beings  but  as  brutes,  that  had  no  free  agency  of  mind.  8.  "  The  priests 
raid  not,  where  is  the  Lord  ?  And  they  that  handle  the  law  knew  me  not;  the  pastors 
also  transgressed  against  me,  and  the  prophets  prophecied  by  Baal,  and  walked  aflcr 
thin^  that  do  not  profit."     That  is,  the  whole  priestocracy. 

26.  **  As  the  thief  is  ashamed  when  he  is  found,  so  is  the  house  of  Israel  ashamed  ; 
they,  their  kings,  their  princes,  and  their  priests,  and  their  prophets."  Let  the  tnith 
come,  Jeremiah,  though  you  convict  yourself  too  certainly.  27.  **"  Saying  to  a  stock,  thou 
art  my  very  &ther,  and  to  stone,  thou  hast  brought  me  forth  :"  and  to  the  priestocracy's 
book-idols,  the  very  same — "  For  they  have  turned  their  back  unto  me."  (God.) — 
^.  "  But  where  are  thy  gods  that  thou  hast  made  thee  1"  God-making  wa§  the  espe- 
cial trade  of  ancient  priestocracies  ;  their  endorsement  that  of  modems. 

**  For  according  to  the  number  of  thy  cities  are  thy  gods,  0  Judah."  Hear  that,  ye 
weak  imitators  of  Jewish  idolatry  of  this  day.  30.  "Your  own  sword  hath  devoured 
Toar  prophets."  A  terrible  retribution,  that  their  peculiar  faith  and  sects  with  bigotry, 
fanaticism,  and  want  of  toleration,  excited.  Ch.  iii.  v.  8.  "  Yet  her  treacherous  sister 
Judah  feared  not,  but  went  and  played  the  harlot  also."  Civilized  moderns,  do  you  need 
these  ungodly  teachings  1 

Ch.  iv.  V.  22.  Saith  the  Lord — "  for  my  people  is  foolish,  they  have  not  known  me ; 
thej  are  sottish  children,  and  they  have  none  understanding :  they  are  wise  to  do  evil, 
but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge."  They  were  ba^  pupils  or  had  miserable  teach- 
ers, and  a  corrupt  lesson.  The  last  two  abounded,  I  most  conscientiously  believe  for 
the  honor  of  God,  of  the  universe,  and  the  legitimate  capacity  of  mind.  Ch.  v.  "  Run 
je  to  and  fro  through  the  streets  of  Jemsalem,  and  see  now,  and  know,  and  seek  in  the 
broad  places  thereof,  if  ye  can  find  a  man,  if  there  be  any  that  executeth  judgment,  that 
teeketh  the  truth  :"  v.  2, "  surely  they  swear  falsely."  And  is  this  the  people  that  pre- 
Mota  a  bible,  the  base  of  the  testament?  If  the  first  be  a  corrupter  to  the  people,  what 
most  be  the  second  1  9.  "  Shall  I  not  visit  for  these  things  1  (adultery),  saith  the  Lord : 
and  shall  not  my  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as  this  ?  13.  And  the  prophets  shall 
become  wind,  and  the  word  is  not  in  them."  All  this  was,  because  mind  did  not  have 
the  proper  sway.  Monotheism  does  not  require  prophets,  for  mind  has  to  perform  its 
constant  functions. 

No !  God  did  not  place  the  inhabitants  on  the  earth  for  thousands  of  years,  all  the 
lime  in  fact,  without  mind^s  protection.  From  all  the  statements  of  the  so  called  pro- 
phets, they  never  could  get  it  from  them.  3L  "  The  prophets  prophecy  falsely,  and 
the  priests  beai»rule  by  their  means;  and  my  people  love  to  have  it  so."  This  is  the 
whole  solution  of  superstition.  All  the  world  of  priestocracy  of  the  present  day  plays 
into  the  category  of  the  ancients  with  all  the  best  lights  before  them,  having  too  much 
of  mind  vassalage. 

Ch.  Ti.  V.  13.  "  For  from*  the  least  of  them  even  unto  the  greatest  of  them  every  one 
B  giYen  to  covetousness ;  and  from  the  prophet  unto  the  priest  every  one  dealeth  falsely." 
"ell  done,  Jeremiah,  that  is  consistent  without  any  exception.  As  the  son  of  a  priest 
yoQ  speak  officially,  as  you  had  seen  all  the  drama  behind  the  scenes.  The  world  will 
g«t  at  all  the  truth  expedient,  without  much  difficulty. 

Ch.  vii.  V.  18.  *'  The  children  gather  wood,  and  tfie  fathers  kindle  the  fire,  and  the 
women  kneed  their  dough,  to  make  cakes  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  to  pour  out  dumb- 
offerings  onto  other  gods,  that  they  may  provoke  me  to  anger."  Now  this  was  only  a 
chaoge  from  one  pagan  worship  to  another.  When  the  priestocracy  presented  their 
creation  an  imbecile  peculiar  god,  who  could  not  govern  his  chosen  people  by  direct  in- 
•pitation  then,  as  miml  governs  the  world  now,  who  can  wonder  that  these  pagans  should 
[f^*^»P  the  moon,  Diana,  as  the  Greeks,  Romans  and  Egyptians,  who  were  as  en- 
lightened as  they  and  more  so,  clearly  proved  by  science,  arts,  and  philosophy. 

y.  35.  ^  Since  the  day  that  your  fathers  came  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  unto 
"»  day,  I  have  even  sent  unto  you  all  my  servants  the  prophets,  daily  rising  up  early 
Md  sending  them :  26,  yet  they  hearkened  not  unto  me,  &c." 
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Now  we  have  the  official  declaration  from  the  p(!culiar  god  himself,  that  both  lie  and 
his  prophets  were  of  no  account,  that  is,  they  are  both  analogous. 

\Vhat  the  prophets  were,  so  was  their  God ;  it  was  like  priests,  like  people,  like 
god. 

This  is  the  climax  of  ridiculousness.  If  a  priest  ever  saw  that,  he  should  then  stop. 
After  all  the  early  rising  of  the  Jews'  peculiar  god,  he  could  not  rule  them. 

Why  did  not  this  god  come  in  person,  as  he  labored  so  hard  to  rule  them,  and  they 
hearkened  not  ? 

As  the  proxy  did  not  avail,  why  did  not  the  principal  act? 

It  was  the  safest,  easiest,  and  most  effectual  way.  To  him  of  any  potency  thero 
could  be  no  denial. 

And  here  is  the  official  document  that  there  was  something  wrong,  either  in  the  pecu- 
liar god  or  in  the  prophets.  If  it  were  in  either,  the  facts  are  proved  that  they  were  of 
man,  as  the  facts  declare  them  so  to  be.  The  mind  of  the  people  was  then  where  it 
was  purposed,  and  still  all  the  special  acts  could  not  do.  It  is  clear,  that  the  universal 
action  was  not  in  it.     The  vitality  of  the  living  Creator  never  sanctioned  all  such  stuff. 

Where  is  the  world's  sense — its  liberty — its  mind  ? 

The  bible  is  full  of  iniquity  and  blasphemy  against  the  God  of  the  universe. 

This  was  not  the  Jews,  but  the  god  of  the  priestocracy.  The  last  never  invoked 
after  this  fashion  the  God  Creator  of  the  Jews,  but  dealt  treacherously  and  deceitfully 
with  him  always.  "  28.  Truth  is  perished,  and  is  cut  off  from  their  mouth  (the  nation's.) 
31.  (The  children  of  Judah)  to  bum  their  sons  and  their  daughters  in  the  fire."  Will 
that  do  for  you,  mothers  ?  Is  that  the  kind  of  faith  that  your  refined  sensibility  adojts ? 
You  must  choose  this  day  one  of  two  things,  the  proper  rational  use  of  your  minds,  or 
the  implicit  espousal  of  that  bible  that  portrays  its  tuition  in  what  the  Jews  did.  You 
cannot  escape  the  dilemma  of  the  last. 

Ch.  ix.  V.  2 :  "  for  they,  my  people,  be  all  adulterers,  an  assembly  of  treacherous 
men."  And  this  the  people  that  had  all  the  especial  care  of  their  bible,  priestocracy, 
and  above  all,  their  peculiar  god,  who  got  up  early  in  the  morning,  in  fact,  "  daily  rising 
up  early."  That  did  not  permit  himself  to  sleep  after  a  certain  time,  for  the'miphty 
correction  was  needed  as, — "S.  and  they  will  deceive  every  one  his  neighbor,  and  will 
not  speak  the  truth."  Then  one  of  the  greatest  things  in  sof^iety  was  wanting.  The 
people  had  plenty  of  priests  and  prophets,  who  were  so  abundant  that  they  killed  off 
each  other  by  hundreds  out  of  the  way,  and  plainly  could  not  establish  social  confidence. 
Then,  in  them  the  soul  of  society  was  wanting. 

And  this  was  the  chosen  people  of  God  !  Of  a  peculiar  god  most  certainly.  WTio 
has  ever  yet  appreciated  rational  religion  1  Who  has  yet  ever  duly  estimated  mono- 
theism ?  The  true  belief  of  the  unity  and  purity  of  the  God  of  nature,  that  which  man 
calls  nature,  the  elaborated  cabinet  of  God's  universe. 

The  world  has  to  come  to  it;  in  all  its  beauty  and  loveliness,  its  exactness  and  fullness. 
It  should  not  delay,  for  the  excellency  of  its  character  is  supreme.  All  peculiar  faith 
is  false,  and  makes  its  followers  false  to  their  God. 

Ch.  X.  V.  10 :  "  At  his  (God's)  wrath  the  earth  shall  tremble,  and  the  nations  shall 
not  be  able  to  abide  his  indignation."  Jeremiah,  you  libel  the  Creator,  for  his  perfect 
Godship  is  ever  in  equilibrium.  With  all  the  lights  of  their  prophets  and  priests,  the 
Jews,  ch.  xi.  v.  10,  "  refused  to  hear  (Moses'  God's)  my  words ;  and'they  went  after 
other  gods,  to  serve  them."  It  is  very  clear  that  all  the  platforms  of  all  the  priestocra- 
cies  that  ever  were  and  to  be  in  existence,  cannot  begin  to  fulfil  the  requisitions  of  a 
rational  mind.  Inquisitions  and  despotism  have  tried  it  in  all  ways  that  torture  could 
invent,  backed  by  all  the  proscriptions  of  society,  then,  as  now,  without  availing. 

V.  19.  "  And  let  us  not  cut  him  off  from  the  land  of  the  living,"  said  the  opponents 
of  Jeremiah.  Now,  they  would  have  reversed  all  this  had  the  people  been  duly  im- 
pressed with  the  truth ;  and  how  easy  was  it  for  all  true  prophets  to  have  convmcwl 
them  at  once.  Miracles  could  have  been  successfully  invoked  as  part  of  the  appurte- 
nances. All  the  artists  of  this  peculiar  drama  forget  that  they  are  estopped  in  the 
incapacity  of  its  execution.  To  say  that  there  are  prophets,  a  miracle,  and  not  have  the 
effects,  is  to  stultify  the  narrator's  mind,  and  falsify  his  words.  As  to  the  hardening  of 
hearts,  that  is  all  solecism. 

Thus  the  scriptures  commit  clearly  their  own  suicide. 

To  affirm  that  prophets  w^re  sent  to  perform  miracles,  and  that  God  defeated  the 
impression  by  such  process,  is  too  scandalous  for  mind,  much  less  the  Creator. 

but  the  time-serving  bigots  pretend  they  do  not  understand  them.  Of  course  they  do 
not  wish  to  do  but  their  way.  and  slavishly  follow  the  devices  of  the  reigning  dynasty, 
be  they  what  they  may. 

But  here  is  their  miserable  error.     They  are  accountable  for  all  such  decision  at  a 
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liigher  tribunal  than  any  they  have  chosen,  one  that  cannot  know  them  only  through 
their  adoption  of  the  reUgion  of  principles. 

It  seems  that  the  children  of  Israel  had  sereral  gods,  but  never  reached  the  true  one, 
of  coarse,  as  all  were  peculiar.  Did  they  lose  the  true  bible  as  well  as  the  true  God, 
aod  gire  mankind  the  spurious  ones  ? 

Ch.  xiii.  V.  13  :  "  Then  shalt  thou  say  unto  them,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will 
fill  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  knd,  even  the  kings  that  sit  upon  David's  throne,  and  the 
priests,  and  the  prophets,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  with  drunkenness." 

What  a  peculiar  god,  that  is,  what  peculiar  prophets.  Was  Jeremiah  drunk  when  he 
wrote  this? 

It  will  have  to  take  a  drunken  man  to  receive  and  endorse  it.  MTiy  did  he  and  Isaiah 
— ch.  ix.  V.  7 — come  into  collision  ?    There  is  here  prophecy  against  prophecy. 

What  is  the  testimony  of  Jeremiah  respecting  the  priestocracy  of  Palestine. 

Ch.  xiv.  T.  14  :  "Then  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  the  prophets  prophecy  lies  in  my 
name,  I  sent  them  not,  neither  have  I  commanded  them,  neither  spake  unto  them :  they 
prophecy  unto  you  a  false  vision  and  divination,  and  a  thing  of  naught,  and  the  deceit  of 
their  heart."  plow,  the  monotheist  asks,  who  of  all  the  bible-prophets  prophecied  truth  ? 
Prove  that,  and  the  whole  discussion  ceases,  for  I  yield  the  question  then. 

Ch.  x?iii.  V.  18  :  "  Then  said  they,  come,  and  let  us  devise  devices  against  Jeremiah ; 
for  the  law  shall  not  perish  from  the  priest,  nor  counsel  from  the  wise,  nor  the  word 
from  the  prophet ;  let  us  not  give  heed  to  any  of  his  words." 

Ch.  XX ;  "  Pashur,  the  son  of  the  priest,  smote  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  and  put  him  in 
the  stocks."  V.  6.  Jeremiah  accuses  Pashur  of  having  prophecied  lies. — Jeremiah 
would  be  put  to  it  to  prove  himself  the  pure  one.  V.  7.  Jeremiah  said,  **  O  Lord,  thou 
hast  deceived  me,  and  I  am  deceived ;  1  am  in  derision  daily,  every  one  mocketh  me." 
Here  is  impiety  for  the  world.  This  man  affects  to  have  told  the  world  of  events  be- 
forehand, an  impossibility,  becoming  outrageously  blasphemous,  in  asserting  and  palming 
ofl:  his  pretences  for  prophecy,  and  then  out-blasphemes  blasphemy  in  palmintr  off  his 
false  pretences  for  those  of  his  god !     Was  tliere  ever  such  an  outrage  on  God  ? 

And  this  comes  of  tampering  with  false  pretences,  that  were  blasphemy.  Now,  what 
couldAare  been  the  conscience  of  all  such,  short  of  vulgar  perjury,  to  address  his  own 
God  thus?  He  was  evidently  in  the  category  of  a  false  prophet  as  all,  only  badly 
caught,  detected,  and  exposed,  so  that  the  people  could  not  believe  him,  else  why  did 
they  mock  and  blame  him  in  the  very  face  of  such  peculiar  endowments  ?  Had  he  been 
successful,  he  had  been  honored  by  the  applause  of  a  convinced  people,  who  could  not 
shut  their  eyes  and  ears  to  omnipotent  facts,  expressly  delegated  to  them. 

No,  it  i»  all  an  imposition,  deducible  on  its  very  face. 

I  will  by  no  means  conclude  that  had  not  the  Babylonians  been  victorious  we  should 
It^ve  heard  no  more  of  Jeremiah,  but  I  am  fain  to  believe,  on  the  best  facts  of  this  and 
*I1  SQch  cases,  that  had  the  correct  history  been  written,  that  all  such  would  have  shared 
the  fate  of  the  balance,  their  brethren,  the  augurs  and  soothsayers  of  the  world. 

Cannot  the  people  be  suffered  to  die  in  peace  on  their  death-bed,  without  disturbance 
of  priest-faith  1 

Ch.  xxiii.  V.  13  :  "  And  I  have  seen  folly  in  the  prophets  of  Samaria  ;  they  prophe- 
cied in  Baal,  and  caused  my  people  Israel  to  err."  One  prophet  against  another.  They 
recognised  deceivers  in  each  other,  and  wrote  the  tnie  history,  nothing  less. 

H.  "  1  have  seen  also  in  the  prophets  of  Jerusalem  an  horrible  thing ;  they  commit 
adultery,  and  walk  in  lies :  they  strengthen  also  the  hands  of  evil-doers,  that  none  doth 
reUim  from  his  wickedness :" 

This  was  stronger  than  I  bargained  for,  really. 

Here  is  enough  indeed.  The  anti-prophets  truly  could  not  have  known,  as  none 
knew  till  the  events  transpired.  All  these  writings  clearly  prove  that  the  whole  of  the 
prophecies  were  the  most  degraded  of  impostures. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  his  Babylonian  philippics.  The  spirit  of  revenge  spoke 
M»ere.  1  animadvert  only  because  I  do  see  such  evil  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  religion. 
AH  such  is  history  antedated. 

When  a  prophet  pretended  to  prophecy  against  the  people,  and  the  Lord  did  not  dea- 
tfoy  them,  it  was  a  part  of  the  prophet's  machinery  to  say  that  they  repented.  Ch. 
xxTii.  V.  8:  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  the  nation  and  kingdom  that  will  not  serve 
the  same  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  will  not  put  their  neck  under 

we  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  that  nation  will  I  pimish,  saith  the  Lord,  with  the 

^'ord,  and  with  famine,  and  with  the  pestilence,  until  I  have  consumed  them  by  his 

™i."    What  danger  was  there  in  prophecy  ?     Was  this  treachery  1     Pid  not  his  sub- 

■equent  treatment  from  the  Jews  result  from  this  opinion  of  him. 
0  y,  **  Therefore,  hearken  not  ye  to  your  prophets,  nor  to  your  diviners,  nor  to  yotir 
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dreamers,  nor  to  your  enchanters,  nor  to  yotir  sorcerers,  which  speak  unto  you,  saying,  Te 
shall  not  serve  the  king  of  Babylon :"  Was  Jeremiah  less  than  these,  and  a  traitor  ^t  that! 
He  was  of  course  not  a  prophet.  He  was  as  a  prophet  means,  a  falsifier  of  history. 
Who  endorses  such? 

Ch.  xxviii.  Hannaniah  prophecies  differently  from  Jeremiah.  There  are  but 
two  sides  to  every  question,  and  he  that  is  talent-endowed,  and  studies  with  the 
closest  observation  of  nature  and  science,  will  be  oflenest  right,  that  is  all ;  but  all 
those  devoted  to  such  an  ignoble  profession,  were  necessarily  of  small  calibre.  All 
that  has  been  protective  from  universal  exposure,  has  been  by,  and  through  the  col- 
lusion and  conspiracy  of  the  priestocracy,  who  wrote,  and  kept  the  books. 

Ch.  xzix.,  V.  23.  Jeremiah  defines  the  false  prophets,  villains,  and  adulterers.  And 
what  else  can  be  the  condition  of  the  world,  when  hypocrites  affect  to  believe  them  ?  A 
revised  false  statute  edition,  is  all  that  the  world  has  of  bibles  of  prophecies. 

Ch.  xxxiii.,  v.  5.  "  Whom  I  have  slain  in  mine  anger,  and  in  my  fury."  Less  than 
the  fury  of  the  critics,  that  raged  high,  when  the  storm  of  the  inquisition  came,  and  the 
mighty  mind  was  crushed  under  the  power  and  weight  of  the  church  and  kingly  des- 
potism. V.  21.  Jeremiah  threatens  the  Levites,  the  priests,  the  ministers.  The  people 
paid  no  attention  to  Jeremiah's  prophecy.     What  a  burlesque. 

Ch.  xliv.,  V.  16.  "As  for  the  word  that  thou  hast  spoken  unto  us  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  we  will  not  hearken  unto  thee."  Prophecy  is  the  veriest  abomination  to 
mind,  uniting  humbug  with  blasphemy. 

Ch.  1.,  V.  34.  "Their  Redeemer  is  strong  ;  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name."  Vin- 
dictiveness  is  proclaimed  upon  all  nations  that  had  conquered  the  Jews.  This  is  verjr 
politic  indeed,  as  if  other  nations  did  not  know  as  much  of  that  matter.  But  their 
peculiar  god  was  a  priest-mind  ima^e,  mind-idol.  This  was  a  theme  for  all  the  clique 
to  expend  all  their  small  thunder.  Let  an  example  be  given  for  all  bibles  of  tradition 
to  yield  all  the  mockeries  of  superstition.  Religion  will  triumph  on  her  modest  merits. 
Mind  would  have  profited  the  ancient  Jews  more  than  priestocracies.  Hear  him. 
Ch.  li.,  V.  37.  "  And  Babylon  shall  become  heaps,  a  dwelling-place  for  dragons." 
Will  you  be  bigot  still?  Will  you  cry  faith,  when  it  is  only  credulity  ?  Will  you  call 
a  dragon  prophecy  when  it  is  a  nonentity  ? 

Lamentations,  ch.  ii.,  v.  11.  "My  liver  is  poured  upon  the  earth."  Jeremifii  was 
as  conversant  with  physiology  as  he  was  with  natural  histoty,  and  knew  as  much  of 
both  as  the  world  knew  of  religion. 

Did  the  Jews  then  have  any  religion  when  they  knew  not  the  true  God  ?  Hear  him. 
Ch.  iv.,  V.  11.  Fury  and  fierce  anger  of  God  are  spoken  of;  that  will  decide,  v.  13, 
for  the  sins  of  her  prophets,,  and  the  iniquities  of  her  priests.  To  ask  for  all  the  sub- 
sequent modifications  of  prophecy  in  its  advocacy,  is  to  commit  suicide  on  its  self-con- 
tradictions, not  to  mention  all  the  defenceless  category.  Integrity  acts  on  principles. 
Choosing  peculiar  faith,  and  its  prophecy  the  adjunct,  you  cannot  take  principles  that 
uphold  not  only  you,  but  the  universe.  You  are  only  between  them,  and  cannot  take 
both.  One  of  the  best  evidences  of  the  superiority  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  to  the 
Jews,  besides  the  facts  of  civilization,  mentioned  in  this  work  is,  that  all  their  peculiar 
faiths  only  pass  for  what  they  all  honestly  were,  all  auguries  and  soothsayings.  The 
Jews  can  form  no  exception. 

But  the  worst  of  all  is,  that  most  of  the  modems  that  affect  to  be  so  learned  and 
pious,  that  they  have  the  pure  faith,  none  of  your 'pagan,  are  most  stultified. 

What  would  all  the  Jew  prophecies  be  but  one  mass  of  contradictions,  most  suicidal 
and  futile,  but  for  the  elaborate  interpreting  prophecies  of  the  afiiliated,  who  are  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  the  miserable  fallacy  as  long  as  popular  mind  will  permit  them  ? 

The  moderns  may  affect  this  position,  but  they  cannot  do  it  with  integrity  and  good 
faiUi,  however  they  may  pretend  to  it  in  their  faith. 

To  uphold  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  by  the  spirit  of  sophistry,  is  very  questionable  mo- 
rals, to  say  the  very  least  of  it.  To  establish  the  frame-works  of  society  on  such  basis, 
carries  out  the  corruption  of  mind  in  its  worst  features,  and  saps  the  vitals,  when  ad- 
vanced for  spurious  speculation.  The  Jews  were  overrun  by  the  most  powerful  and 
successful  conquerors,  but  to  apologise  and  avail  themselves  of  apparent  pretences,  the 
priestocracy  seized  hold  of  the  sins  of  the  people  as  the  cause.  What  charlatans ! 
The  prophets  assumed  all  their  peculiar  God  s  sense.  With  all  tiie  supposed  aids  ^j 
the  Jews,  they  were  a  miserable  nation  of  hypocrites,  and  all  that  done  by  their 
priestocracy,  that  overrode  the  whole  people.  It  takes  them,  however,  to  tell  their 
own  tale.     Let  Isaiah  denounce  the  result  of  what  his  clique  enacted. 

Isaiah,  ch.  x.  v.  6.  "  An  hypocritical  nation"  is  the  Jews.  With  all  their  aids,  this 
people  did  not  prosper,  because  they  violated  the  first  principles  of  rational  mind, 
xi.  7.  **  And  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox."    Is  this  inspiration?    It  is  that  of 
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^pidity.  Strange,  that  the  people  should  hare  had  the  mighty  prophecies,  but  yet  had 
Dot  the  troe  teachings  of  mind.  Now  natural  history  will  never  permit  such  a  meta- 
morphosis of  nature.  What  ignorant  pretenders,  what  an  ignorant,  stupid  set  of  listen- 
ers ;  what  a  degraded  set  of  followers !  xiii.  10.  '*  For  the  stars  of  heaven  and  the  con- 
stellitions  thereof  shall  not  give  their  light,  v.  21.  And  satyrs  shall  dance  there. 
t2.  And  dragons  in  their  pleasant  palaces,  xiv.  29.  A  fiery  flying  serpent.*^  What  did 
the  prophecies  amount  to,  with  such  stupid  effrontery  on  all  truth  of  natural  history  and 
natural  laws  ? 

The  mind  has  a  particular  mission  in  life,  honorably  pledged  to  social  and  religious 
existence.  But  these  prophets  were  not  competent  to  comprehend  that  mission,  as  they 
sought  by  their  own  false  pretences  to  solve  the  universe-problem.  The  modern  priest- 
ociacy  are  just  as  stupid,  and  more  shameless. 

The  world  should  rule  them  out  affecting  to  be  masters,  where  they  should  not  be 
slares.  These  are  they  that  assume  the  peculiar  province  to  interpret.  What  pecu- 
bar  vices  have  peculiar  faiths,  all  of  them  without  an  iota  of  an  exception. 

It  is  their  dictators  that  assume  peculiar  prerogatives,  to  indite  and  interpret  all  such 
peculiar  nonsense. 

Isaiah,  eh.  xxx.  y.  9.  "  That  this  is  a  rebellious  people,  lying  children,  children  that 
vill  not  hear  the  law  of  the  Lord,  xxxiii.  20.  Look  upon  Zion — thine  eyes  shall  see 
Jenisaiena — a  tabernacle  that  shall  not  be  taken  down,  xxxiv.  2.  For  the  indignation 
oftheLordis  upon  all  nations,  and  his  fury  upon  all  their  armips.^*  What  ranting! 
What  truth  about  Jerusalem !  What  faith !  4.  "  And  all  the  host  of  heaven  shall  be 
tiisso}red,and  the  heavens  shall  be  rolled  together  as  a  scroll :  and  all  their  host  shall  fall 
down!''  Where  shall  they  fall  ?  Of  course  on  the  earth !  Wonderful  astronomers,  if 
not  wise  naturalists.  How  contingent  is  prophecy  !  xxxviii.  8.  **  So  the  sun  returned 
tea  degrees !"  No,  the  sun  of  God  did  not  certainly — the  prophet  varied  so  many  de- 
frees  from  truth — as  a  sign  that  Hezekiah  should  live  fifteen  years  longer,  afler  Isaiah's 
1^0^  had  said  he  should  die.  Did  God  or  Isaiah  say  so  ?  Isaiah  said  it.  xl.  22.  "  (God) 
that  stretcheth  out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain,  and  spreadeth  them  out  as  a  tent  to  dwell 
in."  How  wisely  described.  28.  "  The  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth" — created  as 
2  peculiar  God,  many  peculiar  creations,  among  them  were  prophets,  peculiar  animals. 
Isaiah,  eh.  xliii.  v.  10.  "  Before  me  there  was  no  God  formed,  neither  shall  there  be 
ifter  me."  The  God  of  the  universe  rules  out  all  peculiar  gods,  Christs,  and  Christ- 
makers.  11.  "  I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord ;  and  besides  me  there  is  no  saviour.  12.  I  am 
Cod.  14.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  your  redeemer,  the  holy  one  of  Israel :  15.  I  am  the 
liord,  your  holy  one."  Had  God  spoken,  he  would  have  said,  I  am  God  of  the  universe, 
wd  of  coarse  he  would  not  have  said,  21.  "  This  people  have  I  formed  for  myself." 
his  all  false.  God  spoke  only  through  the  universe  and  mind,  not  through  the  misera- 
We  priestocracy,  nor  their  abominable  books.  The  universe  declareth  its  Creator's 
speech  and  work. 

Isiiah,  ch.  xliii. — Much  less  did  God  say — ^v.  23.  "  Thou  (Israel)  hast  not  brought 
™fi  the  small  cattle  of  the  burnt  offering,  neither  hast  thou  honored  me  with  thy  sacri- 
^es.'^  All  this  was  too  small  a  capital  for  the  God  of  the  universe.  I  tell  you  plainly 
uid  candidly,  nations  of  the  earth,  assuredly  this  was  the  peculiar  God  of  the  priestoc- 
^Ji  that  spake  the  oracles  through  his  priestocracy.  xliv.  6.  "Thus  saith  the 
^f^i  the  king  of  Israel,  and  his  redeemer  the  Lord  of  hosts ;  I  am  the  first,  and 
I  am  the  last;  and  besides  me  there  is  no  God."  God  is  no  king  of  Israel,' how- 
wer  kings  and  priestcrafts  dictated  this.  This  does  not  authorize  any  Christ,  I  pre- 
^rae.  Then  the  old  and  new  testaments  are  positively  in  conflict.  The  priestoc- 
f^ies  roust  have  thought  the  whole  world  fools,  or  have  made  much  of  it  so,  to  think 
jtiit  it  would  believe  them.  8.  "  Is  there  a  God  besides  me  ?  Yea,  there  is  no  God ; 
i  know  not  any."  The  God  that  priests  invoke,  that  is  God  !  But  how  far  below  the 
<»od  of  the  universe !  They  rive  lies  to  the  people !  24.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  tliy 
redeemer,  and  he  that  formed  thee  from  the  womb,  I  am  the  Lord,  that  maketh  all 
^"jngs;  that  stretcheth  forth  the  heavens  alone  ;  that  spreadeth  abroad  the  earth  by  my- 
*«;  23.  That  frustrateth  the  tokens  of  the  liars,  and  maketh  diviners  mad  ;  that  turn  • 
^w  wise  men  backward,  and  maketh  their  knowledge  foolish."  Hear  that,  ye  priestoc- 
jjcy-^jod  vrill  confute  you.  xlv.  1.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus." 
^ms  is  too  small.     What  folly  on  earth  ;  to  falsify  history  for  prophecy,  maketh  pro- 


phecy positively  falsified  history.  4.  "Israel  mine  elect."  That  makes  a  peculiar  God, 
certainly  and  conclusively.  5.  "  I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  else,  there  is  no  God 
'^aidesnie.  18.  I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  else."  How  often  is  this  repeated 
^  Isaiah.  We  mention  this  for  the  benefit  of  conscience,  priest-stricken  people. 
**liy  shoald  there  ever  have  been  any  enmity  between  the  Jew  and  Christian  1  Are 
««  felonioug  priestocracy  and  bibles  between  them?    What  simpletons!    21.  "And 
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there  is  no  God  else  besides  me ;  a  just  God  and  a  saviour ;  there  is  none  beside  me. 
23.  I  have  sworn  by  myself,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  righteousness,  and 
shall  not  return,  that  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear."  Eng- 
land, as  other  countries  that  have  union  of  church  and  state,  advances  her  prelates 
of  that  church  to  the  peerage,  over  and  above  all  other  denominations.  She  creates  civil 
disabilities,  even  over  those  for  whose  forefathers  these  words  were  said  to  have  been 
written.  The  civil  disabilities  of  the  Jews  should  be  removed  ere  there  is  freedom. 
What  would  become  of  the  world  were  it  not  for  laws  and  legislation  ?  It  might  be 
overrun  by  despotic  bibles  and  minions,  but  for  mind.  xlix.  26.  "  I,  the  Lord,  am  thy 
saviour,  and  thy  redeemer,  the  mighty  one  of  Jacob."  Take  one,  take  all.  What  other 
than  universal  dispensations  can  be  made  ?  Ix.  3.  **  And  the  gentiles  shall  come  to  thy 
light,  and  kings  to  the  brightness  of  thy  rising."  What  condescension  in  the  church, 
and  how  much  the  world  owes  Isaiah  for  the  declaration.  Ixv.  17.  '^  For,  behold,  I 
create  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth ;  and  the  former  shall  not  be  remembered,  nor 
come  into  mind.  25.  The  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  bullock— saith  the  Lord.  ixri. 
19.  And  they  shall  declare  my  glory  among  the  gentiles.  30.  And  they  shall  bring  all 
your  brethren  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lonl,  out  of  all  nations — to  my  holy  mountain, 
Jerusalem."  Which  is  most  to  be  looked  at,  the  presumption  of  this  priest-prophet  or 
his  vulgar  ignorance?  The  last  always  begets  the  first.  But  will  the  people  of  this 
day  let  such  a  low  character  make  fools  of  them'  21  and  23,  what  priest-jockeying! 
Was  all  this  the  bribery,  to  such  gross,  licentious  babbling  ? 

If  there  be  an  honvable  man  among  the  pries'tocracy,  can  he  honorably  maintain  his 
profession  before  the  light  of  the  present  day  1  The  longer  he  holds  on  to  his  berth,  the 
longer  he  justly  exposes  himself  to  the  world^s  tribunal  of  rational  mind,  and  the  penal- 
tie«  of  future  retribution. 

If  mind  receive  this  pretence  as  prophecy,  then  it  yields  its  proper  function  of  ra- 
tionality. 

If  the  sophists  pretend  to  explain  that  such  is  only  typical,  fieiirative,  metaphorical, 
they  then  are  the  first  to  desert  their  own  assumed  platform.  Both  positions  are  not 
tenable.  When  they  advocate  all  such,  they  have  a  mountain  of  straw,  that  increases 
and  leaves  no  room  for  the  grain.  The  moderns  are  not  to  let  the  Jew  ^bles  be  palmed 
on  them,  nor  their  own  fabulists  get  the  advantage  over  them,  as  augury  and  soothsay- 
ing endorsers.  What  are  all  the  miracles  of  a  peculiar  God  of  the  Jews  worth,  in  the 
universe  of  a  God,  who  is  not  peculiar,  whose  immutable  principles  preclude  miracles? 
God  does  not  change  them  for  miracles. 

FAITH-DOGMAS,  PECULIAR  AND  SPECIOUS. 

These  are  all  insufficient  if  they  fiirnish  an  absurdity  of  belief  or  creed,  for  all  will 
and  must  be  a  faithless  salvation,  if  sincerity  and  truth,  that  ever  sustain  themselves  in 
all  things  by  conservative  reason,  are  not  the  foundation  as  well,  even  better,  in  religion 
than  in  all  things  else. 

How  and  where  can  these  be  secured,  that  ever  accompany  religion,  short  of  the  full 
attributes  of  Deity,  in  his  omnipotence,  purity  and  perfection,  that  require  a  strict  inter- 
pretation by  language,  the  correct  sign  of  our  ideas,  that  owe  their  origin  to  mind  1 

Neither  church  membership,  nor  the  mind  inadequately  balanced  by  defective  educa- 
tion in  essential  duties  and  habits,  are  enough  to  arouse  man  to  his  proper  sphere. 

Mind  must  be  civilized  in  all  the  best  comprehension  of  reason,  and  must  have  its  in- 
trinsic fund  to  reach  its  noblest  destiny. 

If  any  faith  could  have  answered,  then  the  dark  ages  for  centuries  were  the  best 
theatre  to  prove  the  fact,  but  mind  had  to  work  out  in  the  lapse  of  time  its  own  bright 
merit  and  true  glory,  triumph  in  science,  and  above  all,  over  superstition  and  idolatry, 
the  very  constituents  of  all  peculiar  faith. 

Such  elements  of  the  injury  of  mind  prostrated,  overcome  by  correct  mental  cultiva- 
tion, that  incontestibly  vindicates  itself  as  part  of  religion  that  saves,  prove  mind  to  be 
paramount. 

The  history  of  faith,  as  expressed  in  various  creeds,  evinces  correct  mirrors  of  the 
time,  and  the  degree  of  refinement,  and  proves  that  such  creeds,  not  being  on  the  broad 
platform  of  God's  principles,  are  stumbling  blocks  and  hindrances  if  they  be  not  of  the 
right  kind,  to  the  just  attainment  of  mind*8  rightful  position. 

In  the  faith  professed,  the  great  and  independent  question  arises,  does  the  faith  advo- 
cated advance  religion  of  the  Supreme  Being  in  all  essential  characteristics  1 

If  it  fall  short  of  any  essential  particular,  then  assuredly  that  faith  is  wrong  in  prio- 
ciples,  and  must  inevitably  be  in  tlie  result. 
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Nothing  can  supply  the  radical  defect  and  deformity.  No  pleasing  pliancy,  no  sub- 
ordinate compliance  can  rectify  material  and  fundamental  errors,  and  the  only  way  of 
corrcictioo  is  to  renounce  all  such  at  once.  The  Creator  requires  his  own  exclusively, 
and  any  peculiar  faith  that  withholds  irreverently  the  least  iota,  and  does  not  pay  the 
Creator,  is  unworthy  of  his  smiles,  favors  or  blessings,  and  must  incur  his  displeasure. 

The  payment  must  be  made  to  the  genuine  creditor.  The  payment  and  homage  to 
a  created  being,  instead  of  the  Supreme  Creator,  are  a  mockery. 

Ytlxai  honest  and  intelligent  judge  can  say  the  debt  is  paid  ? ' 

The  mind  when  enlightened  revolts  at  such  pretences.  What  could  the  holy  and  just 
God  Toacbsafe  to  those  that  fought  in  the  wars  pretended  to  be  holy  for  ages  on  both 
iides,  bat  death  to  most  in  slaughter,  that  they  madly  provoked  for  peculiar  faith  or 
cooquesl,  lust,  ambition  and  rapine  ?  What  was  the  pretended  sepulchre  of  some  im- 
postor at  Jerusalem,  Mecca  or  in  Hindostan,  to  avail  the  good  of  mankind  ? 

Was  that  the  disguise  to  unholy  ambition,  to  general  conquest  of  the  world  ? 

What  was  the  system  of  peculiar  faith  to  be  built  up,  affecting  to  be  the  blessing,  but 
the  cuise  of  the  world  ? 

Was  it  plunging  that  world  into  deeper  darkness  by  such  wars  for  centuries,  or 
deeper  misery  by  aU  the  machinery  of  proscription  by  the  fiendish  inquisition,  to  torture 
the  body,  to  coerce  and  enslave,  debauch  and  darken  the  mind  ?  Was  that  the  best  of 
all  faiths  that  elicited  the  greatest  ingenuity  in  such  sports  of  degrading  tyranny,  to  be 
best  entitled  to  the  holiest  position  of  happy  and  immortal  fruition  ? 

And  as  the  deadly  wars  of  races  and  of  creeds  for  centuries  were  not  enough  to  glut 
the  horrid  morbid  appetites  of  the  priesthood,  civil  wars  of  more  ruthless  vindictive ness 
were  azouaed  to  perpetrate  general  carnage  and  slaughter,  to  excommunicate  tlie  people 
from  earth  and  the  Holy  Centre,  and  confiscate  their  property  to  their  own  uses  amid 
the  general  wreck. 

Can  faithful  history,  that  portrays  the  thousand  horrors  and  crimes  of  the  degraded 
times,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  ingenuous  youth,  without  enkindling  the  deepest  curses 
upon  that  degraded  body  of  human  depravity  ? 

What  has  not  the  priesthood  done  in  every  government  that  its  insidious  wiles  could 
influence  !  See  it  in  the  oracles  and  soothsayings  of  Rome,  ever  faithful  to  its  owui 
selfish  interest. 

Are  there  not  thousands  of  acts  of  cruelty  and  tyranny  that  disgrace  all  the  lights  and 
blessings  of  mind  ? 

But  for  the  mastery  of  mind,  enlightened  mind,  the  human  race  would  be  at  the  hum- 
blest and  roost  degraded  point  of  vassalage,  to  the  curses  of  superstition  that  has  as- 
sumed religious  livery.  "V\  here  can  any  such  lumber  and  rubbish  be  placed  but  out  of 
sight  of  mind,  as  weak  traditions  commended  by  no  proper  virtue  of  mind,  but  misdirected 
by  perverted,  minds  deceived  by  vain  authority,  or  misled  by  the  bribes  of  lucre  and 
profit  of  the  same  profession,  that  present  many  delusions  to  the  people,  who,  in  such 
matters  of  momentous  importance,  are  unable  to  rise  in  their  majesty  and  assert  frec- 
men^s  rights  ? 

The  followers  of  a  more  presumptuous  sect  affect  to  scorn  the  pagan  on  the  standard 
of  reason,  and  yet  all  such  flinch  from  their  ow^n  tribunal ! 

For  the  lights  before  them,  are  the  modern  as  good  as  the  ancient  pagan  faiths  1 
What,  the  christian-pagan  ?  Does  the  advocate  put  that  faith  below  paganism  ?  Is  it 
more  than  equal  1 

Vain  mortals,  clergy  or  laymen — nothing  but  principles  can  be  consistent ;  therefore 
peculiar  faiths  are  all  pagan. 

All  the  counterfeits  have  the  elements  of  their  own  destruction,  and  the  christian 
as  all  others. 

This  very  tribunal  is  self-impeached,  self-condemned,  and  its  sceptre  has  been  passed 
by  its  own  decree.  Stupidity  only  prevents  the  correct  vision,  and  the  record  of  the 
right  judgment  and  verdict. 

Hind  may  collect  all  the  systems  of  peculiar  faith  that  have  been  in  existence  for 
thousands  of  years,  hallowed  by  customs  of  revered  ancestors,  sealed  with  the  blood 
of  the  miscalled  martyrs,  except  as  far  as  they  go  for  the  imprescriptible  rights  of 
conscience,  and  testified  to  by  all  the  false  saints  of  earth,  yet  they  all  promulgate  the 
elements  of  contradiction,  that  cannot  be  reconciled  by  all  the  benevolence  and  justice 
of  mind. 

To  what  point  can  mind  turn  of  the  five  grand  divisions  of  God*s  globe  for  its  inhe- 
rent rights  ? 

The  ardent  devotees  of  Asia,  the  prolific  mother  of  peculiar  faiths,  may  refer  mind 
to  her  rites  and  customs  of  worship,  hallowed  by  time  from  the  remotest  antiquity,  and 
received  by  their  most  eminent  priests,  of  whom  the  learned  Brahmin  points  to  his 
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Tedas,  the  mufli  to  his  koran,  many  of  the  Chinese  to  the  books  of  Confacius,  and 
other  Asiatics  to  pagan  worship,  and  to  the  other  faiths  of  tradition. 

Alas  !  mind  revolts  at  all  such  faiths,  that  engage  the  attention  of  half  the  human 
race,  five  hundred  millions,  as  soon  as  mentioned. 

The  rest  of  the  four  parts  of  the  world  are  mostly  beset  by  the  conflicts  of  specula- 
tive peculiar  faith,  superstition  and  pagan  idolatry !  Alas  for  the  condition  of  mind, 
that  the  best  of  all  such  has  a  miserable  tenure  by  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and 
enigmas,  all  non-existent ! 

0 
SUPERSTITION  AND  IDOLATRY. 

Peculiar  faith  is  identified  with  these  monstrosities  of  mind,  influenced  by  the  worst 
of  passions.  Superstition  battling  for  assumed  claims,  resorts  to  arts  of  stratagem, 
and  invokes  her  hand-maiden,  sophistry,  for  a  thousand  expedients. 

Baflled  in  the  bland  arts  of  flattery,  she  uses  all  the  forces  of  tyranny,  into  which  so 
many  of  her  outrages  run.  Superstition  is  ever  inseparable  from  tyranny  of  mind,  and 
the  worst  is  that  self-imposed. 

Peculiar  faith  is  upset  by  reason  in  all  the  assumed  mysteries,  all  of  which,  when 
translated  by  a  cultivated  mind,  mean,  that  belief  in  religion,  a  plain  constant  duty,  is  be- 
yond the  people's  comprehension,  and  that  therefore  the  priests,  though  it  is  a  pbiin 
duty,  are  the  only  ones  competent  to'decide  and  solve  these  questions! 

But  all  intellectual  minds  do  see  that  self-interest,  power  and  influence,  do  always 
decide  in  the  priests'  favor,  not  the  peoples'. 

When  we  come  to  the  last  strong  hold,  and  ask  why  the  after-thought  of  messiah- 
ship  so  many  thousands  of  years  subsequent  to  creation,  since  God's  fore-thoughts  de- 
cide his  character  as  a  perfect  God,  his  immutability  and  omniscience  necessarily  pre- 
senting unity  and  his  perfection,  preventing  any  afler-thought  tliousands  of  years  afler 
creation  of  mankind,  millions  and  millions  of  whom  have  sunk  down  in  death  without 
any  but  tlie  only  true  aid  from  their  Creator,  always  sufficient,  to  doubt  which,  is  sacri- 
lege, save  when  official  priesthoods  assumed  by  diverse  peculiar  faith,  his  prerogatives ; 
we  are  told  that  Christ  was  the  Lamb  whose  blood  was  shed  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  that  is,  from  oreation  ! 

We  ask  for  the  proof  conclusive,  not  assertion  of  that  pretence.  Words  alone  are 
given  us,  but  words  alone  will  not  do  here.  The  only  proof  that  is  necessarily  fur- 
nished us  in  the  conservation  of  creation,  is  by  God's  unity  that  such  is  untrue.  The 
organization  of  the  universe  clearly  disproves  it,  and  that  is  the  highest  authority.  No 
expost  facto  creation  belongs  to  a  perfect  God. 

If  there  were  ever  such  a  being  as  a  fallen  angel,  then  that  evil  genius  invented  pecu- 
liar faith,  engendered  in  superstition.  But  mind  perverted,  is  the  only  corrupt  exil 
genius. 

Superstition  reaches  her  lowest  state  by  sophistry,  then  such  is  an  evil  genius  in  the 
business  of  after-thoughts  to  after-thoughts.  The  whole  system  of  peculiar  faith,  thus 
ever  falls.  Had  it  been  let  alone  for  free  discussion  of  mind  and  rational  toleration,  all 
peculiar  systems  would  now  have  been  in  abeyance  to  reason  and  mind,  enlightened. 

All  systems  of  peculiar  faith  are  compelled  to  perish,  as  false.  All  such  have  gone, 
or  are  going  to  the  dust  to  be  remembered  no  more,  but  for  their  iniquities,  above  all, 
for  their  hateful  and  vile  blasphemies  to  God. 

Great  as  was  Diana  of  the  Ephcsians,  yet  all  her  greatness  is  buried,  and  few  so 
poor,  that  is  if  men  to-day,  as  to  do  her  reverence.  All  such  will  be  with  Diana. 
Other  gods  and  goddesses,  and  other  such  machinery' of  crude  mind's  conception,  bad 
passed  on  mind's  stage  time  after  time,  before,  in  the  long  lapse  of  ages,  and  had  paR^ed 
off"  the  stage  with  those  nations,  evincing  sufficient  proof  of  deplorable  imbecDity  and 
perversion  of  mind. 

Superstition,  idolatry  and  man-worship  have  done  their  utmost,  and  in  their  expiring 
moments,  before  the  progressive  light  of  mind,  have  enacted  many  a  fearful  tragedy  for 
human  nature,  that  recoils  now  aghast,  at  the  miserable  picture  of  such  horrid  de- 
formities. 

This  will  ever  be  the  case  with  all  such  works  of  mortal  stamp.  But  man's  tyranny 
with  bigoted  self-interest,  enacted  all  these  over  the  globe. 

The  blood  of  human  victims  is  shod  without  compunction,  by  the  fiendish  priests  of 
barbarians,  and  that  rite  is  only  superseded  by  the  blood  and  flesh  of  animals,  while  this 
folly  only  yields  to  the  light  of  mind  itself,  ever  finally  triumphant,  but  ere  that,  roost 
awfully  sacrificed,  victimized,  at  the  feet  of  superstition,  by  the  oppression  of  unholy 
power  of  theocracy,  diversified  in  form  and  polity  all  over  the  world. 
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Why  delaj,  men  of  mind,  the  hour  for  the  complete  triumph  of  truth  by  one  universal 
accord  and  concert  of  action  ?  Haa  not  superstition  in  her  various  forms  insatiate  with 
aerijiee,  been  not  enough  filled  with  human  blood  for  thousands  of  years,  not  only  shed 
at  tbe  altar  of  the  priests,  but  at  the  altars  of  the  country's  despots  ? 

Shan  a  deeper  and  bloodier  sacrifice,  a  deeper  and  deeper  atonement  of  the  world, 
for  ontiajf^ous  blasphemies  to  the  pure  God  of  the  universe,  be  necessary  for  the  crimes 
and  stupidity  of  past  and  present  generations  ? 

If  God  proclaim  his  recognition,  it  must  be  to  condemn.  That  condemnation  must 
be  proclaimed  by  punishment.     The  duty  then  is  yours,  patriots  of  the  world. 

i^pare,  mind,  not  your  energies,  in  this  mighty  and  most  laudable  efi^ort,  to  rescue 
mind  from  the  deeper  error  of  its  ways  of  self-delusion,  and  aid  in  giving  mind  its 
Torthy  tributes,  and  let  reason  assume  her  legitimate  character. 

Fanaticism  has  swept  over  the  earth  time  afler  time,  and  has  overwhelmed  mind*8 
best  sources  of  instruction,  and  despoiled  the  world  of  its  fairest  fruits.  In  their  ruth'" 
ks8  TindictivenesB,  fanaticism  and  superstitioii  sacrificed  the  brightest  stars  of  philoso- 
pbj,  and  the  noblest  religious  advocates  for  the  times,  in  the  persons  of  many  true 
martyra  to  mind's  rights  and  freedom.  What  such  fanaticism  and  superstition  can  be, 
the  worst  oppressors  of  man  and  man*6  mind,  under  all  the  lurid  wiles  and  disguises 
practicable,  too  many  centuries  of  time  bitterly  felt. 

What  they  have  been  with  the  sword,  inquisition,  with  mind's  torture  and  proscrip- 
tion, they  have  been  again  by  the  bayonet,  brute  force  and  insidious  wiles  of  sophistry 
and  credulity  for  true  feith,  and  will  forever  be,  if  we  give  tyrants  of  mind  the  power, 
and  suffer  its  rights  and  lights  to  be  perverted  and  corrupted. 

No  bhnd  creed  should  l^  ever  adopted,  that  separates  man,  the  equal  in  character, 
from  his  fellow  citizens,  and  advances  that  view  untenable,  because  impracticable.  The 
(luestioo  with  the  world  is  to  be  settled  for  the  peace  of  all,  their  ease  of  mind  and 
Tital  enjoyment. 

^Vho  wishes  to  see  mind  ever  harassed  by  mysteries,  mere  idle,  if  not  cruel  pre- 
tences, involvLng-  no  good,  but  ever  a  fund  for  uneasiness  ? 

The  philosophy  of  life  decides  certainly,  for  what  is  only  available  for  the  Creator's 
puamoQQt  claunB. 

All  intelligent  good  citizens  will  finally  know  this,  without  any  faith  of  a  peculiar 
character,  but  what  the  pure  reason  of  liberalized  mind  gives. 

This  causes  tlie  globe  to  smile  in  loveliness,  and  repel  the  foul  waves  of  superstition. 

Take  away  the  self-interests  of  absolutism,  and  the  degrading  corruption  will  cease. 

The  absuidities  of  peculiar  faith  are  very  palpable.  Why  did  God,  being  no  re- 
fpcctor  of  persons,  seek  to  destroy  thousands  of  his  subjects  for  one  monarch,  as  David, 
w  adulterer  and  murderer  ? 

The  solutiob  shows  incapacity  of  sophistry,  to  pretend  to  reason  on  the  peculiar  faith 
that  includes  any  man^worship,  as  an  inconsistency  that  commits  suicide.  When  pecu- 
br  faith  is  adopted,  reason  exposes  it.  Nations  are  necessarily  punished  on  this  earth 
^  iDdividoals,  aa  we  see  too  often  by  their  rise  and  downfall,  n'om  their  own  misdeeds 
07  bj  the  misdeeds  of  rulers  that  represent  or  ought  to  represent  them.  But  then  each 
a^iridual  is  still  amenable  for  proper  retribution. 

The  military  code  of  ethics  adopted  by  the  world,  is  too  reckless  of  principle,  and 
tnogB  weaker  nations  at  first  under  the  dominion  and  injury  of  the  stronger,  and  the 
^  doally,  under  its  own  traitorous  factions. 

Arms,  the  resort  of  barbarous  nations,  can  never  decide  principles,  that  seek  the 
fonun  of  conscience,  but  other  ingredients  of  the  mixed  cup  of  national  vices,  may 
elaborate  the  results  of  penalty. 

The  misfortune  of  subjection  to  absolutism,  is  the  adoption  of  its  follies,  and  the  pay- 
iB^nt  for  its  crimes.     Here  the  one-man-power  involves  the  mass  in  difiiculties,  and  the 
Ditioui  of  the  world  must  risk  the  suflTering  sustained  in  the  extrication,  as  a  certain 
;  ^w  of  nature. 

Is  tbe  condition  of  superstition,  only  chargeable  upon  past  ages  ? 

Tbe  main  bulwark  is  faith  so  called,  behind  which,  most  professors  throw  themselves. 
That  will  not  do. 

All  faith  that  is  not  rational,  can  be  most  easily  demolished,  as  it  is  credulity.     Su- 
pntition  originated  what  priestcraft  has  continueo. 
When  the  minds  of  children  are  filled  with  superstition,  we  observe  the  effect  of 

thaoiefal  deterioration  of  better  morals.     The  highest  patriotism  prompts  to  the  correc- 

^Q  of  superstition,  that  is,  sectarianism  of  rationality. 

0ne*8  own  vices  produce  fears,  that  play  into  the  hands  of  superstition.  Fear  and 
iPipeittition  have  played  into  the  hands  of  peculiar  faith,  which  reason  and  science  came 

*^ter  to  correct  for  the  dignity  of  religion. 
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Superstition  has  paid  court  to  ancient  heroes  as  worthy  of  worship,  very  far  inferior 
to  our  own  Washington. 

It  is  ignorance  of  the  people  and  much  of  it  corruption,  that  make  demi-gods  of  mortals. 

What  degradation  of  the  apotheosis  of  emperors,  canonization  of  saints,  the  sooth- 
savings  of  augurs. 

The  herd,  the  vulgar  prejudices  of  the  rabble,  enrage  and  stultify  the  people. 

What  superstition  about  days,  especially  Friday ! 

Sailors,  above  all,  have  a  horror  about  this  day,  and  the  transportation  of  corpse.  What 
superficial  views ! 

But  for  fear  and  superstition,  the  sword  and  bibles  of  tradition  never  would  have  pro- 
gressed. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  world,  through  its  superstition.  The  sword  and 
power  of  Constantine  as  of  a  Mahomet,  have  forced  peculiar  faith  on  the  world,  and 
vassal  minds  ignorantly  retain  it. 

Why  do  the  adherents  of  peculiar  faith  and  superstition  lay  themselves  open  to  as- 
saults, on  their  motives  or  their  mind !  Al\  church  membership  is  not  done  for  effect, 
mere  capital  for  influence. 

Would  that  it  could  be  said  to  be  from  pure  reason,  sense,  justice  and  religion. 

But  mind  under  the  noble  influence  of  philosophical  scieuco,  will  not  continue  vassal. 
Neither  military  conquests,  empires,  nor  peculiar  faith,  have  been  or  can  be  effectual. 

Mind  that  is  mind  revolts  at  the  blood  of  victims,  or  the  senseless  raessiahahips.  Phi- 
losophical science  cuts  down  all  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and  enigmas ;  does  not 
leave  plausible  belief  of  one. 

By  the  bhessing  of  mind,  enriched  by  previous  benefits  of  science,  children  know  more 
science  now,  than  the  ancient  philosophers  or  Pauls,  who  trusted  to  dogmas,— nut 
science.  This  is  all  through  mind  cultivated  in  the  truths  of  science,  and  then  not  a 
particle  of  bigoted  sectarianism  can  prevail,  as  that  detracts  from  mind^s  worth. 

But  as  philosophy  and  science  cut  down  all  prophecies  and  miracles  without  any  ex- 
ception, therefore  those  bible  advocates  seek  to  cut  them  down,  but  most  outrageously 
for  truth  and  the  God  of  truth. 

But  all  this  will  not  do,  as  none  properly  raised  can  permit  false  gods  imposed  on  tbo 
world  or  mind. 

The  first  impressions  are  important  in  the  noblest  gift  of  mind,  that  no  false  steps  be 
taken,  no  false  impressions  be  made,  no  false  pretences  be  propagated.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  arduous  enterprises  of  patriotism,  to  extricate  from  the  clutches  of  superstition. 

The  combination  and  collusion  of  despotic  government  with  superstition,  haye  pre- 
vailed from  the  remotest  times  of  power  to  the  present,  and  fastened  the  most  usurpa- 
tions. Every  rational  being  can  plainly  see  that  religion  asks  no  union  with  gOTem- 
ment,  much  less  with  absolutism  that  ever  presides  wiUi  superstition  and  peculiar  faith. 
Every  age,  and  nearly  all  countries,  have  seen  and  felt  the  awful  consequences  of  the 
last.  It  is  a  horrid  state  of  affairs  when  the  people  of  the  country  are  not  able  to  per- 
ceive the  position  of  their  rights,  the  actual  existence  of  their  wrongs,  indifferent  to  the 
policy  of  political  machines  Siat  move  governments  and  the  world. 

Is  mind  to  be  kept  in  terror  and  thraldom,  about  abstract  superstition ;  the  idea  of  hell 
feloniously  got  up  to  rule  it  by  fear  ?  Some  may  deem  it  expedient  to  have  such  ideas 
still  supported. 

All  partisans  go  for  their  profession  in  clanship,  as  long  as  profitable.  Omens,  ap- 
paritions, visions  and  dreams,  are  a  part  of  her  fixtures. 

One  of  the  superstitions  of  the  world  is  presentiment  of  death  by  forebodings,  &c.  All 
delusion, 

I  have  seen  a  patient  who  affirmed  that  he  must  die  of  his  fever  at  a  certain  houi^ 
00  also  a  friend,  both  from  forebodings,  the  last  having*  a  remarkable  dream,  but  both 
survived  clear  of  all  such  most  certainly.  We  eternally  hear  of  the  winning,  but  most 
rarely  of  the  losing  side. 

Another  thing  is  spirits  or  ghosts,  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  pious  frauds.  Who  se^^s 
spirits  in  the  day  time  ?  We  are  familiarized  to  many  peculiar  faith  absurdities,  and 
£nd  it  most  difficult  to  be  extricated  from  the  darkness  of  superstition. 

Monotheism  alone,  can  free  us  from  superstition.  But  then. renunciation  is  said  to 
take  place  on  the  death-bed.  Of  what  ?  True  religion !  Was  there  ever  such  a  deed 
in  mind  that  was  sound  ? 

Pious  frauds  may  affect  some  pretension  or  assertion  entirely  worthless,  for  how  can 
rennnciation  ensue  on  a  sound  basis  ?    Where  is  any  proper  proof? 

False  pretences  however  affecting  piety,  prove  nothing.  The  greatest  astonishment 
nuyr  urise,  to  see  intelligent  freemen  worshipping  with  superstition  and  bound  to  those 
that  follow  in  her  footsteps. 
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There  should  be  no  fast  days,  or  partial  fast  days — that  is  absurd  unless  decreed  by 
nature.    Physiology  decides  against  them.      No  terror  of  superstition  in  any  way  de* 

vised  M  to  induce  mind  to  decide  most  vital  questions,  by  policies  that  go  beyond  reason. 

When  people  get  scared,  then  they  rush  to  messiahships  and  all  such  false  pretences. 
The  creation  of  such  a  being  as  the  devil  arose  in  tJie  darkest  ages,  when  particular 

messengers  were  put  into  the  place  of  God's  principles,  giving  too  much  importance  to 

wich  a  being,  and  detracting  from  the  attributes  <»f  God.  Among  the  miseries  of  super- 
stition, may  be  ranked  the  many  witch  murd^^rs.  One  butchery  of  this  kind  was  per- 
petrated in  the  colony  of  Massachusette^  ae  related  in  "  a  concise  account  of  North 
America,  by  Major  Robert  Rogers,"  wh^says  "  about  this  time  a  most  shocking  tragedy 
wag  actfti  in  this  province,  several  p^ons  being  accused,  tried,  condemned,  and  exe- 
cated  for  witchcraft,  and  others  ipfrisoned ;  but  the  next  year  they  celebrated  a  public 
fast  U)  beg  forgiveness  of  the  AAnighty  for  having  murdered  the  innocent  the  year  be- 
fore.'*   Where  did  they  get  >Ais  idea  from,  but  the  bible  of  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  ignorant  ancients  o^d  be  easily  gulled  and  directed  by  vicious  superstition,  but 
does  it  become  the  Ami^can  people  to  be  humbugged  by  such  pretence  ?  The  world 
has  been  governed  by^up^r^tition  long  enough.  Where  superstition  in  peculiar  faith 
prevails,  the  most  9<3eurd  credulity  abides  in  many  things,  as  the  mind  has  not  its  power 
of  analysis.  Th«s  cholera  may  be  considered  the  cause  of  witchcrad,  as  said  to  have 
been  in  Russia  Now  what  better  could  be  expected  of  a  people,  whose  mind  is  held  in 
the  lowest  s^yance  to  peculiar  faith  superstition  ?  Away  with  all  false  faith  of  churches 
and  the  Kiestocraey,  and  all  the  arch-heads  with  them.  The  spell  of  witchcraft  in 
Africa  Muses  extensive  murders,  in  the  form  of  trial,  by  poisonous  wood.  All  such  proves 
thitirtnd  has  not  begun  to  reach  the  first  main  principles  of  rationality.  Asia  has  herya- 
rioid  d^iee$  of  peculiar  influence ;  and  embraces  among  them  the  Hindoo  Thug  as- 
^dsinayon,  a  most  extensive  code  execution  of  wholesale  robbery  and  murder.  But  the 
captain  of  an  hundred  freebooters  was  a  robber,  while  Alexander  who  commanded  one 
hundred  thousand,  was  a  mighty  conqueror.  The  Thugs  are  assassins,  but  England,  who 
has  subjected  her  140  millions  of  Hindoos,  is  the  moral  ruler,  defender  of  the  faith,  by 
the  grace  of  God. 

Some  of  the  world  are  so  superstitious,  that  their  ideas  refer  to  the  age  and  slate  of 
the  moon  and  stars,  particularly  sirius,  whose  days  are  very  ominous  indeed.  AH  had 
their  star-astrology,  the  trick  of  priestocracies  and  absolutists.  The  age  is  hardly  past 
that  heard  this  idle  false  pretence,  from  one  of  the  world^s  aspirants.  They  believe  in 
eaehantments.  The  collusion  of  the  world  has  been  great  in  upholding  all  degrees  of 
this  pretension. 

Among  the  means,  the  royal  touch  of  kings  has  been  maintained  by  men  of  letterSi 
who  ought  to  -have  known  better.  Superstition  and  ignorance  in  the  first  ages  of  the 
^orld,  misguided  the  most,  who  were  alarmed  at  the  natural  elements !  Now,  many  are 
tiie  conspirators  against  philosophy,  that  sets  the  world  right  in  this  whole  subject. 
Bigots  get  caught  in  their  false  position.  No  such  habit  of  lying  so  oflfensive  and  so 
perrerted,  that  when  telling  the  truth  the  functionaries  cannot  obtain  rational  credit, 
panes  with  impunity. 

What  nation  ia  there  in  its  rude  state  but  has  superstition  ? 

GoTemment,  instead  of  suppressing  all  the  incentives  of  superstition,  actually  sup- 
port moch  of  ite  nonsense,  and  especially  the  pretences  of  the  prophets.  Such  act 
koaTishly,  to  take  advantage  to  tyrannize^ 

The  i^urant,  superstitious  man,  hath  said,  that  Aere  are  more  gods  than  one ;  there 
>s  the  tnnity.  This  thing  of  trinity,  keeps  up  the  old  exploded  notions  of  polytheism, 
Qader  a  disgraceful  and  ignominious  sophistry. 

It  is  the  basest  blasphemy  on  God,  and  has  been  the  vilest  imposition  on  man.  The 
bible  is  one  of  the  frame-works  of  this  superstition.  Most,  the  greatest  sophistries  in  the 
world  are  propagated  through  superstition.  Why  ?  Because  power  is  connected  there- 
with, and  premium  is  appropriated  therefor  by  the  world.  If  the  superstitious  were 
to  think,  they  would  not  adopt,  could  not  tolerate  their  absurd  conclusions.  With  them, 
bow  many  things  become  mysterious,  as  the  recent  knockings,  the  most  arrant  humbug^^ 
S^.  Visions  of  ghosts  were  commonly  believed  in  by  the  ancients.  The  mass* 
of  the  people  is  a  peculiar  monster,  some  liking  show,  popularity. 

The  most  are  bound  to  the  car  of  superstition,  and  though  convinced  of  errors  of 
pceoliar  education,  yet  cannot  see  the  honest  dictates  of  rational  religon. 
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PECULIAR  FAITH— PAGANISM. 

Absolutism  has  botind  the  world  to  its  iron  chains  in  temporal  and  sacred  things, 
and  has  thereby  invaded  its  mosi  precious  rights.  None  but  senseless  fanaticism  can 
faU  to  see  or  be  ignorant  of  its  ruOdess  injury. 

All  good  citizens  must  seek  by  all  ^rnestness  to  be  independent  of  all  the  wiles  of 
hierarchy,  as  hostile  to  all  the  best  intere^  of  social  and  religious  duties. 

The  world  is  obliged  to  consider  by  its  su^erings  its  collusion  in  its  diversified  forms 
of  power,  wealth,  and  influence. 

In  their  absolutism,  the  priestocracy  have  givei^  no  reason  in  the  absence  of  aU  doc- 
umentSf  proofs  and  vouchers,  for  all  the  miracles,  a«d  prophecies  claimed,  but  imperi- 
ously advance  credulity,  that  they  most  absurdly  claim  to  be  faith  upon  the  conscieaces 
of  mankind. 

Though  God's  works,  that  speak  for  him  to  all  eternity,  ifeny  all  this  as  flagrantly 
obnoxious  to  sense,  virtue,  and  decency  of  mind,  still  *^  closed  in  their  little  brief 
authority"  of  mind's  despotism,  they  fruitlessly  usurp  time  in  perkigting. 

What  wise  man  can  adopt  that  which  cannot  reach  the  court  of  ^nscience  with  any 
protection  ? 

What  authority  of  mind  has  the  result,  emanating  from  the  fabrication  of  the  cunning 
and  the  credulity  of  a  mass;  extremely  and  grossly  ignorant,  being  weh  adapted  for 
such  materials,  by  which  shrewd  and  unprincipled  ambition  operated  ? 

Have  not  nations  felt  enough  of  this  cruel  drama,  in  bluod  freely  drawn  in  e^wiij  age 
by  varied  tyranny  ? 

If  we  analyze  these  facts,  we  must  be  forced  to  reason  on  them  by  the  present  Mate 
of  worldly  faiths. 

What  interminable  disputations,  controversies,  quarrels,  and  equal  intolerance  of 
sects,  and  vices  of  clergy,  peculiar  faith-persecutions,  and  bloodshed,  about  the  non- 
essentials of  religion,  but  the  road  of  ambition  to  power. 

The^ lights  in  all  professions  have  to  be  corrected  as  originated  at  the  true  fount  of 
wisdom,  the  mind. 

The  right  nature  of  mind  must  be  studied  to  be  cherished,  then  we  find  that  all,  except 
the  true  faith,  that  is  in  the  keeping  of  mind,  not  of  priests,  (wolves  cannot  protect  the 
sheep,)  is  deformed  by  iniquity  of  insidious  members,  of  all  sects,  all  over  the  world, 
acting  with  subterfuges,  prevaricating  and  equivocating,  addicted  to  private,  if  not 
public  vices,  in  face  of  their  absurd  pretences  and  protestations. 

It  is  their  immediate  interest  in  the  circle  of  peculiar  membership,  to  secure  some 
petty  and  puny  object  over  the  mighty  benefits  of  universal  brotherhood. 

AJl  this  faith,  without  exception,  is  degraded  by  vassal  character  before  this  light  of 
day,  requiring  ignoble  vicegerents  to  do  what  mind,  the  functionary  of  all  mankind,  was 
purposed  to  execute  by  its  Almighty  Creator,  not  unlike  to  having  mental  midwives  from 
the  chief  to  the  subaltern,  proving  corruption  and  imbecility,  one  or  both  in  man.  God 
did  not  create  mind  to  be  thus  miserably  prostituted  and  abused. 

Rouse  up,  soul,  and  honor  thyself,  by  honoring  thy  God.  All  this  discussion  is  not 
for  derision,  but  amendment,  that  is  profitable  for  the  universe. 

Not  to  deprive  of  peculiar  faith,  delusive  as  It  is,  and  leave  a  blank,  and  desert  in- 
extricable, but  to  ask  proper  investigation  of  all  sound  minds  into  the  character  of  their 
immortal  life-funds,  and  those,  the  only  ones,  to  be  considered  by  intelligent  freemen. 

But  what  is  it  that  absolutism,  aided  by  self-interest,  that  fosters  ambition,  that 
prompts  or  promotes,  fanaticism  that  enrages,  and  passions  that  encourage  it,  will 
not  do  in  the  controllable  crowd  ? 

But  mind  that  is  played  upon,  is  made  to  feel  all  these  elements,  till  the  spell  masters 
it,  as  in  all  ages,  mind  seekiB  the  best  wa^r,  but  is  too  oilen  misled  most  ignorantly  or 
designedly,  as  the  multitude  go  with  their  immediate  interest  in  union  of  sacred  matten 
with  civil  government  no  matter  how  absolute,  all  such  union  made  the  stronger,  cun- 
ningly designed  for  its  increase  and  sustenance  of  power,  over  those  adopting  holier 
purposes,  but  doing  as  taught,  to  lisp  from  infancy,  and  revere  by  infantile  custom 
vanous  names  and  characters,  in  place  of  God's  one  authority. 

What  chance  has  there  been  for  the  world  under  her  worst  circumstances  ? 
Yet  all  could  not  do  under  the  inspiration  of  mind,  receiving  its  holy  light  from 
Deity,  for  mind  revolted,  and  burst  the  bars  of  superstition  and  idolatry. 

In  her  pure  analysis  she  does  wonders  to  her  ignorant  self,  not  miracles,  a  thing  that 
cannot  exist,  but  in  the  false  notions  and  position  of  priests'  stupid  language.  * 

Thinking  is  a  function  of  mind  that  ever  secures  truth,  when  it  secures  reason,  the 
highest  proof  of  that  function  and  attribute,  the  ability  to  separate  truth  from  falsehood. 
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Thinkiag  nund  could  not  belieye  in  monstrosity,  that  defied  mortals  and  degraded 
God,  that  outraged  modesty  and  revolutionized  reason  and  facts. 

Thinkifig,  enlightened  rational  mind,  sincerely  rejected  all  such  imposition. 

The  testimony  of  truth  which  is  rational  faith,  the  exact  position  of  true,  the  only 
^tfa,  that  mind  and  religion,  its  highest  function,  can  recognise  in  its  existence,  what 
mind  has  to  believe,  was  adequately  established  from  the  foundation  of  creation,  by  the 
Creator  s  works. 

The  Creator  is  not  entitled  to  his  supreme  functions,  if  this  were  not  so  In  the  uni- 
versal fitness  of  all  things. 

If  false  peculiar  faith  was  adopted,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  works,  but  of  perverted 
mind,  that  misconstrued  those  works.  Mind,  as  free,  moral,  rational  agent,  must  cor- 
rect its  own  perversion  by  the  universal  functions  and  faculties.  It  must  begin  anew 
€fT  again,  that  is  practical  availability. 

Peealiar  faith  leads  to  all  absurdities  and  crimes  of  false  doctrines  and  systems,  that 
produce  aa  the  result  of  false  faith,  all  the  iniquities  of  superstition,  that  misrepresents 
and  counterfeits  religion. 

False  or  peculiar  faith,  under  her  various  colors,  produces  many  crimes,  that  history 
Cakes  cognizance  of.  False  doctrines  come  in  for  their  share.  The  result  of  false 
doctrines  in  part,  is  natural  conflict  and  direct  hostility  in  creeds  and  their  practice,  in- 
stead of  the  unanimity  of  purpose  of  rational  religion. 

Fortunately  for  itself,  mind  has  counteracted  this  injury  of  superstition  by  toleration 
of  opinion,  that  does  away  with  much  of  barbarous  outrages  on  its  rights.  But  a  deep 
onder  current,  most  prejudicial,  still  prevails. 

The  torch  of  superstition  is  still  lighted.  Short-sighted  adherents  still  affect  that 
the  best  system  of  peculiar  faith  is  theirs,  which  they  modestly  ask  of  the  world  to 
ad^t,  at  the  expense  of  mind^s  vassalage,  and  the  world's  ruin. 

This  is  all  self-deliision,  a  monomania,  a  one  idea,  for  the  basis  being  all  wrong,  the 
foundation  unsound,  the  building  however  diversified  and  embellished,  must  fall.  The 
world,  full  of  messiahshipe,  does  not  alter  the  truth. 

'Tis  needless  to  speculate  in  face  of  facts. 

God,  as  Creator,  is  alone  to  be  adored. 

All  other  doctrines  will  dash,  and  break  each  other  to  pieces  and  fragments. 

There  is  no  peculiar  faith  to  truly  represent  religion  for  any  chosen  people,  the  idea 
is  absurd  and  monomaniacal  of  some  despot  priest,  as  the  God  of  the  universe  has  a 
universal  religion,  since  he  has  a  universal  people,  under  the  conservation  of  universal 
principles,  by  reason  of  his  Almighty  unity  and  perfection. 

Man  has  made  the  world  contracted,  illiberal  and  clannish,  while  God's  world  has  the 
circumference  of  the  globe,  with  liberal  and  just  proportions,  and  life  to  the  people. 

The  god  of  peculiar  and  select  chosen  people,  can  be  absurdly  moulded,  as  has  been 
the  god  of  Judaism  to  the  ignorant,  false  pretences  of  priests,  who  managed  their  men 
of  straw,  Moses  and  Aaron,  as  necessary. 

The  christian's  god  is  the  example  of  whoredom  and  seduction,  that  gave  the  wife's 
imposition  on  the  husband,  the  blasphemy  of  her  son,  that  caused  him  his  hfe,  and  deatb 
error,  and  many  crimes  to  the  people  of  the  world,  miserably  affected  by  such  horrid 
superstition,  the  end  of  which  cannot  be  told  by  wise  men,  much  less  by  prophets. 

But  the  God  of  the  universe  sublimely  towers  in  his  own  Holy  Centre,  too  pure  for 
peculiar  faith,  the  adherents  of  which,  as  Moses  and  Aaron,  never  dreamed  of  in  all 
their  pretences,  much  less  approached  the  confines  with  their  odious  and  noisome  sacri- 
fices of  the  blood  and  flesh  of  victims. 

The  God  of  nature  rules  out  all  the  dwarfed  little  gods  of  peculiar  faith,  not  jealous 
of  thera,  no  matter  where  worshipped,  in  groves  or  altars,  because  he  is  the  approved 
God  of  mind,  the  God  of  conscience,  purity  and  all  the  attributes  of  supremacy,  eter- 
nal and  unapproachable. 

Where  he  exists,  there  ean  be  existence  for  none  other,  as  his  seal  is  on  mind,  ra^ 
tioaal  and  religious,  excluding  all  else,  as  mind  is  the  concentration  and  reflection  of 
divine  inspirations  by  the  attributes  of  God. 

Vast  ami  unlimited  have  been  and  are  peculiar  faith  doctrines  of  the  world,  but  they 
are  distracted  by  divisions  from  the  nature  of  their  elements. 

One  faith  only  is  right  and  that  is  not  peculiar,  for  it  is  built  on  the  solid  foundation  of 
eternal  eonservative  principles.  Had  any  other  been  right,  there  could  have  been  no 
diyision  at  aU.  Any  division  assumed  of  the  true  one,  is  that  of  a  counterfeit  surely 
and  certainly. 

God  eaanot  be  divided,  for  he  has  a  perfect  unity. 

Iftn,  the  botch,  has  made  his  gods,  and  fights  the  world  to  compel  its  worship. 

Man's  god  is  one  of  blood  always,  deformed  by  passions.     The  God  of  the  universe 
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is  distinguished  by  the  intrinsic  characteristics  of  equanimity^  impressed  on  mind  the 
beneficiary,  that  realizes  all  dae  it  by  the  sublimity  of  peace  and  justice. 

Where  all  peculiar  faitlis'  are  essentially  and  radically  wrong,  is  it  worth  while  to 
question  which  division  of  the  mighty  host  is  right  1 

What  are  the  test  and  standard,  seeing  that  reason  is  abjured  and  rejected  by  all  the 
founders  who  assume  credulity  for  faith  1 

Conscience  is  invoked,  but  she  can  only  appeal  to  truth,  honesty  and  principle. 

These  constitute  the  only  aristocracy  of  religion,  and  place  faith  in  abeyance,  sub- 
ject to  her  betters,  reason  and  truth. 

All  professors  of  religion  must  seek  to  meet  this  only  honorable  basis,  which  none 
ean  avoid  at  ail. 

If  any  avoid  these,  then  indeed  is  sinful  man  bereft  of  his  only  true  friends  that  are 
authorized  to  introduce  him  to  his  God. 

In  this  ocean  chaos,  the  compass  of  reason  alone  guides  in  safety.  First  came  all 
the  rough  drafU  of  superstition,  with  her  horrid  human  sacrifices  and  disgusting  multi- 
plicity of  idol,  animal,  man  and  hero  worships ;  finally  mind  with  obscure  'views  of  the 
directing  agencies  of  the  universe. 

Myths  and  fables,  legends  and  fictions,  danced  attendance  in  the  mighty  drama  of 
priests,  who  supervised  the  whole.  In  all  these,  mind  and  reason  in  their  weakest 
state,  were  stilted,  and  with  truth  played  a  subordinate  part  to  peculiar  faith,  no  matter 
how  monstrous,  iniquitous  and  degraded,  provided  that  tlie  priests  manufactured  corres- 
pondent oracles  of  their  pretended  deities.  Any  thing  with  tliem  was  especial  and  pe- 
culiar providence,  without  conservative  principles.  They  were  the  judges  and  kings  of 
kings,  for  their  oracles  manufactured  for  the  occasion  decided  the  fate  of  man  and  em- 
pire. They  were  and  have  been  dangerous  parts  of  government.  In  some  countries 
the  deepest  feuds  and  wars  were  the  result  of  th^ir  antagonism*  till  victoiy  of  the 
one  annihilated  the  others,  and  cowed  if  not  crushed  the  empire  and  people.  Mind  of 
course  in  competition  at  home,  and  among  other  nations,  all  espousing  a  reigning  priest- 
craft in  some  form  or  other,  improved  under  all  these  malign  circumstances.  Succes- 
sive ages  obliterated  the  worst  of  the  preceding.  The  main  features,  the  desire  for 
power  were  never  lost,  never  relaxed,  but  grew  stronger,  while  the  defects  of  the  pre- 
vious administration  of  priests  were  lessons  of  experience  to  increase  that  department. 
Among  myriads  such,  comes  first  in  priest  character  and  strength,  Judaism,  with  her 
god  of  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and  enigmas — all  imperfect  of  course.  Nothing 
could  be  done  without  the  priests,  the  judges  of  the  people,  intermediates  between  them 
and  the  god  of  Judaism.  This  peculiar  faith  paved  the  way  for  others.  In  process  of 
time,  there  came  many  messiahs,  with  after-thoughts  to  better  man^s  deceptions,  delu- 
sions and  imperfections. 

The  Christs,  Mahomets,  Smiths  and  Tinkers,  all  seeking  to  supersede  the  prevailin|( 
faith,  on  the  basis  of  speculation  that  condemns  the  whole  unequivocally,  in  the  face  of 
monotheism,  that  is  upheld  by  principles. 

As  mind  rules  the  world,  so  rule  they,  bible  or  no  bible.  In  successive  ages,  not 
many  hundreds  of  years  hence,  the  mormons  may  supersede  the  christian  by  iheir  pe- 
culiar faith. 

Where  is  all  this  vile  imposition  to  end  ?  How  lonff  shall  insatiate  superstition  bathe 
the  world  in  iniquity  and  blood,  and  outrage  tlie  high  Holy  Centre  of  the  gracious  Crea- 
tor of  the  universe  ?  Her  empire  will  be  as  long  as  ignorance  rules  with  her  iron  haod 
and  corruption  of  bigotry,  as  long  as  mind,  forgetful  of  its  rights,  duty  and  mission,  will 
permit  them  overstep  the  modesty  of  innocence,  negligent  of  the  worth  of  high-miod- 
edness  and  exalted  sensibility. 

All  this  is  seen  well  enough,  but  absolutism  subsidizes  corruption  of  the  public  faith ! 
Perverted  mind  acts  tory  to  rational  mind  and  religion. 

Much  of  mind  is  bought  off  in  promotion  to  church  livings,  and  all  the  emoluments  of 
importance.    The  benefited  portion  will  hardly  directly  impeach  itself. 

All  other  than  rational  faith  is  from  man,  and  thererore  cannot  stand  on  the  immortal 
principles  of  consistency. 

The  world  is  deeply  interested  in  being  done  with  all  peculiar  faith  forever,  as  dan- 
gerous and  demoralizmff,  nevier  safe  or  trustworthy,  speedily  and  in  time  ere  it  be  too 
late.  Down  must  go  all  but  God-adoration»  if  raised  be  man*8  dignity  to  repair,  by  a 
lust  reverence  of  God,  all  that  can  be  done  by  rational  mortals  for  a  wise  advocacy  of 
his  attributes.  A  false  faith  will  ever  create  false  views  of  religion,  nothing  better  than 
superstition. 

It  has  been  claimed  that  some  at  least  of  these  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  as  Chrifr* 
tianity  and  Judaism,  go  along  with  science,  and  remove  the  system,  and  the  last  or  Bci< 
ence  perishes. 
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If  this  pietence  were  so,  the  fact  that  established  it  would  fix  and  prore  its  innate 
principle. 

This  position,  if  true,  would  undeniably  prove  its  imperative  claims  to  conservative 
principles,  and  would  link  it  forever  in  the  league  of  creation's  best  and  perfect  gifts 
to  man.  It  would  have  been  ever  identified  at  mind's  creation,  whereas  as  subsequents, 
it  is  all  impeached  as  illegitimate. 

Surely,  all  matters  established  since  the  creation  are  undeniably  excluded  from  the 
genuine  character  of  innate  principles,  and  are  imperfect  excrescences  offered  for  such. 

This,  among  innumerable  reasons,  decides  God's  perfect  exclusive  prerogatives.  Be- 
ing excloded  by  reason,  it  is  irrational  and  excluded  from  science.   It  is  alien  to  science. 

This  is  no  fancy  sketch,  but  the  most  serious  facts. 

The  peculiar  faith  dreams  and  visions  of  the  ancients  must  be  superseded  on  the 
analysis  of  science,  by  the  facts  of  modem  rational  religion. 

The  light  of  science  was  best  held  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  pagans  though  called, 
eYen  over  the  Hebrews  in  their  palmiest  days,  and  that  light  was  handed  from  them  to 
the  Christians,  who  established  the  Roman  and  Greek  churches. 

The  priests  were  the  keepers  of  the  records  called  sacred,  and  were  also  the  authors, 
by  authority  of  the  nation. 

They  ought  to  have  been  the  most  learned,  if  not  the  wisest  of  the  world,  hav- 
ing peculiar  power.  But  alas  for  any  peculiar  faith,  science  was  obscured  with  a 
decreasing  fiame,  and  though  the  orthodox  of  that  peculiar  faith  burned  out  in  popular 
enthusiasm  for  crusades,  science  had  to  hang  her  head,  for  her  friend  and  patron  were 
disgraced  at  the  court  of  truth.  Strange  to  say,  in  the  war  of  conquest,  the  sword 
yielded  to  the  cimeter,  and  the  Christians  were  behind  the  Saracens  or  Mahommedans 
who  mostly  had  the  best  of  science  in  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  when  the  light 
of  Christianity  and  Judaism  shone  dimly,  and  the  whole  world  was  more  or  less  ob- 
acnrer]  in  science  and  perverted  in  miracles. 

Where,  now,  is  the  superior  light  of  the  Saracens  and  Mahommedans,  of  any  peculiar 
feith,  apart  from  the  advancement  of  mind  and  reason  ? 

If  Christianity  were  pre-eminent  for  her  gifts  of  learning,  and  her  refinement  and 
coortesy  had  been  equal  to  expectation,  then  she  would  have  a  high  claim  to  mind's 
regard,  if  even  her  legitimacy  had  failed. 

But  silence  fbr  this  arrogant  claim,  is  preferable  to  history  of  many  misdeeds  and  foul 
acts. 

Who  would  not  wbh  the  veil  of  silence  drawn  over  church  or  peculiar  faith  history 
of  the  world? 

Fanaticism,  that  discloses  the  action  of  bigotry  on  unprincipled  ignorance  and  vindic- 
tireness,  foul  passions  influencing  a  darkened,  lowering,  and  beclouded  state  of  mind, 
presided  over  much  of  that  ignoble  part  of  the  world. 

At  the  time  of  its  ascendancy  to  its  defeat,  it  ruled,  the  tyrant  of  the  human  race,  and 
mide  its  influence  tell  most  potently  ;  also,  most  malign  were  the  effects  that  darkened 
tiie  ages  much  more. 

But  now  the  Jesuitical  casuist  tells  us,  in  his  sophistry,  that  all  that  was  false  faith. 

If  so,  the  question  is  yielded  by  them,  for  we  know  no  other  responsibility  of  the  doc- 
trines involved  than  through  those  assuming  to  be  their  professors,  to  the  practicable  limit 
of  those  doctrines. 

If  that  involves  not  the  question,  that  peculiar  faith  had  no  existence,  as  none  such 
can  have,  it  trades  on  capital  of  mind  never  acknowledged. 

Incidental  to  the  war  of  conquests,  rapine  and  pillage,  comes  the  deepest  corruption 
of  the  people  by  sale  of  indulgences  to  maintain  those  bloody  love-feasts. 

Never  after  this  can  we  expect  the  learned  scholar  of  truth  to  pretend  to  speak  of  the 
l^t  of  the  world  being  doe  to  the  darkness  of  peculiar  faith. 

When  science  arouses  her  head,  and  speaks  through  the  mind  of  a  Galileo,  peculiar 
fsith  tyrannizes  by  his  imprisonment,  to  arrest  the  mental  and  popular  light,  and  the 
troth  of  science  is  held  in  abeyance  to  the  errors  of  bible  despotism. 

A  few  hundred  years  after  the  bloody  crusades,  that  involved  the  best  part  of  the 
vorld  in  deadly  stnfe  for  fanaticism,  miscalled  religion,  the  lovely  and  amiable  Christi- 
anity is  employed  in  the  tortures  of'^the  inquisition,  and  all  the  blights  of  real  worth  are 
caused  by  this  unholy  faith,  affecting  claims  to  science. 

Mind  at  last  partly  rescued  itself  by  revolutions,  partial,  but  tending  to  a  mighty  crisis 
m  the  world's  benefit. 

This  very  faith  was  bettered  by  this  light  of  mind,  the  only  lever  of  the  world,  that 
^  wishes  to  obscure  and  deceive  by  her  varied  sophistry. 

Despite  of  peculiar  faith,  under  the  most  arrogant  pretensions  of  Christianity,  or  any 
sect,  mind  is  working  its  way  to  a  purer  triumph  ;  the  watch-fires  are  blazing  over  the 
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wide  expanse  of  space.  *  Where  can  we  find  ignorance  ?    Where  mind  has  not  been 
duW  and  liberally  cultivated  1 

Countries  now,  with  their  millions  to-day  sounding  one  mighty  peculiar  faith,  as  that 
of  the  state,  that  ostracises  all  others  by  intoleration,  an  intolerable  evil  to  all,  though 
claiming  to  have  the  light  of  liberty,  however  freed  from  that  of  the  pure  conscience,  show 
populations  whose  majority  is  uneducated. 

And  what  country  that  nurtures  as  a  social  blessing  any  peculiar  faith,  but  is  cursed 
by  the  proscription  of  bigotry  and  affected  piety  1 

Where  intoleration  by  the  laws  dares  not  show  its  odious  head,  a  proscriptive  unpopu- 
larity stalks  bv  favor  of  church  dogmas  in  regard  to  peculiar  faith,  that  holds  the  supreme 
rights  of  mind  and  mind^s  God  in  abeyance !  Such  a  state  needs  correction,  not  argu- 
ment, that  yields  to  omnipotent  facts. 

Are  not  peculiar  faith  and  its  church  aristocracy  an  ostracism  of  the  world,  that 
cannot  subscribe  to  its  doctrines  ? 
No  individual,  if  honest,  can  deny  principles,  that  govern  peculiar  faiths. 
A  conservative  revolution  for  the  better  must  come ;  deferred  it  may  be,  but  cannot  be 
prevented  in  the  progress  of  mind. 

Patriots  and  statesmen,  good  and  true,  of  both  sexee,  are  invoked  for  this  holy  enter- 
prise, in  which  the  good  of  the  world,  of  society  in  general,  is  at  stake. 

For  general  peace,  never  otherwise  affected ;  for  reason,  thai  is  legitimate,  the  virtues 
of  mind,  that  needs  it ;  true  religion  of  God  the  Creator,  that  commands  it ;  arouse, 
citizens  of  the  world,  and  lay  aside  your  lethargy. 

Paganism,  idolatry,  superstition,  and  man- worship,  more  or  less  over  every  land,  haTe 
to  be  supplanted  by  rational  religion,  introduced  by  the  purest  precepts  of  mind  culti- 
vated. 

The  true  faith  that  asks  for  tlie  freest  discussion  of  her  own  sacred  rights,  to  appreciate 
her  correct  principles,  should  be  established  for  success  and  conscience. 

None  other  can  succeed,  if  we  take  analogy,  the  test  of  experience,  for  the  balance. 
The  time  is  now,  for  there  are  millions  asserting  to  no  dogma  of  tradition  of  peculiar 
faith,  not  submitted  to  reason,  in  every  country  where  the  best  prevails. 

With  tlie  minds  of  freemen  they  are  candid  to  hold  aloof,  satisfied  in  their  conscien- 
tiousness that  they  have  a  better  state  than  the  adoption  of  any  notion  that  they  cannot 
&ithfiilly  support,  or  reasonably  and  justly  recognise. 

If  reason  do  not  supersede  peculiar  tradition,  the  light  is  in  darkness  forever  with  too 
many  already,  ignorant  to  appreciate,  or  corrupt  to  amend. 

What  legend  tradition,  then,  under  the  sanctity  of  age,  may  not  be  adopted,  if  the  test 
of  reason  be  excluded  ? 

Ask  the  uninitiated  if  they  believe  in  these  traditions  ?     Some  will  afiLrm  to  a  partial, 
others  to  a  peculiar  faith  in  such. 
Do  they  faithfully  practice  their  precepts  as  believere  ? 

The  position  of  the  last  contradicts  their  faitb  at  once.  What  is  such  faith  worth! 
Ask  them  for  the  reasons  of  their  peculiar  faith  ?  Can  such  peculiar  faith  give  mind's 
honest  reasons  ? 

The  first  disclose  the  true  character  of  the  work,  as  a  mixture  of  legends,  fablps, 
connected,  of  course,  to  a  part  that  is  probable. 

If  all  fiction  had  been  used,  the  whole  object  of  the  designers  had  been  defeated,  as 
none  could  have  believed  it. 

But  there  can  be  no  peculiar  faitb  short  of  superatition,  consequently  there  can  be 
none  short  of  false  faith. 

All  that  come  not  under  the  banner  of  rational  religion  are  necessarily  the  adherents 
of  superstition  and  peculiar  faith. 

They  can  know  now  whether  others  do  know  their  whole  position.  Many  have  been 
sincerely  deceived. 

The  present  state  of  the  world  is  one  of  vast  consideration,  vast  responsibility  resting 
it  seems  with  none  more  than  with  each  individual,  self-independent  of  all  advisers  ex- 
cept enlightened  conscience,  but  the  effects  of  that  responsibility  fearfully  telling  on  man 
and  his  luibitation,  the  world. 

Then,  a  system  of  rational  faith  is  needed,  that  candid  man  can  in  the  clearest  cod- 
science  acquiesce  in,  and  do  full  and  strict  justice  to.  He  needs  only  read  the  documents 
of  creation,  by  the  light  of  reason,  which  is  aided  by  truth. 

Fundamental  errors  have  been  overlooked  too  long,  creating  the  whole  family  of  evils, 
warring  upon  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  where  a  correct  faith  would  engender  ]ier- 
petual  sunshine  and  peace. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  doctors  should  lay  aside  their  doctrines ;  not  at  all, 
however  erroneous. 
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Their  vHal  interest,  profession,  living,  pride  of  consistency,  all  are  at  stake. 

Some  are  consistent  and  sincere,  if  their  minds  be  partially  informed  and  capable ; 
while  others  are  more  or  less  constantly  identified  in  these  errors. 

Where  is  the  limit  1 

The  bigoted  generation  must  pass  off  the  stage  of  action. 

Gross  as  those  errors,  still  that  generation  will  embrace  them  by  inextricable  custom 
and  habit 

Many  a  battle  for  conservative  religions  revolution  has  been  already  fought,  but  the 
dutr  and  light  have  not  been  embraced. 

Mmd  mast  see  its  way  clear  by  reason  ind  principles,  after  its  affections  had  been 
preriously  enlisted  another  way,  for  successful  revolution,  and  above  all,  with  many,  the 
persaasioo  mast  be  for  vital  self-interest. 

Ail  analysts  will  see,  that  choose,  that  it  does  not  make  an  honest  diflference  about 
faith  in  absurd  notions  and  religion,  for  the  sake  of  the  world's  benefit,  and  man's  dignity 
ioA  peace.  Sophists  in  religion  or  science  assume  faith,  but  philosophers  require  truth, 
reason^  and  facts. 

Faiths,  as  governments,  that  have  warred  or  do  war  on  man,  in  body  or  mind,  for 
iaods,  money,  or  ehnrch  power,  are  false,  and  the  propagators  are  fiend-minds. 

The  pare  God  of  Monotheism  permits  no  such  obligations.  It  is  bad  enough  to  have 
the  false  opinions  of  peculiar  faith,  but  horrible  to  have  its  tyranny  in  the  world. 

What  better  can  we  ever  expect,  constituted  as  human  nature  is,  and  perverted  as  it 
can  be,  than  such  tyranny,  when  the  opinions  of  faith  or  credulity  mature  into  actions  ? 
The  only  correction  is  in  mind's  precaution ;  the  fault  is  in  mind's  vassal  and  abject  sub- 
mission, from  blind  faith,  after  the  chains  are  rusted  and  the  spell  broken. 

At  the  bidding  of  peculiar  faith,  how  convenient  is  it  to  reject  reason,  when  it  em- 
pbtically  condemns  the  whole,  and  yet  all  are  bound  to  use  it  in  all  things  of  mind  and 
principle,  for  universal  safety. 

Shortsightedness  adopts  reason,  when  profitable,  in  part.  Wisdom  forever  clings  to 
it.  as  universally  necessary.  When  is  it  ever  to  be  rejected  in  this  life,  in  anything? 
What  creed  is  not  self-impeached  forever,  unless  its  reason  rest  on  the  platform  of  im- 
mortal principles  1 

All  creeds  condemn  each  other,  where  principle  is  needed ;  then  we  need  travel  no 
farther  than  to  upset  the  whole  foundation,  of  which  all  such  constitute  a  part. 

The  military  chiefiains,  who  assert  faith  of  any  kind  on  their  brute  force,  are  un- 
worthy of  the  countenance  of  good  and  true  men. 

.Ail  civilians  that  assert  peculiar  faith  of  any  kind  by  sophistry,  are  degraded  and  de- 
t>a«ed  to  the  dust.  These  misdeeds  are  a  lasting  injury  to  the  world,  most  difiicult  to  be 
^^(^tiiied,  and  the  sooner  abandoned  the  better.  The  world  has  to  be  guarded  against  all 
*uch  ministers  of  peculiar  faith,  as  those  of  peculiar  power,  military  chieftains  and  all. 
Tbe  world  or  they  to  perdition  must  go,  by  the  great  law  of  self-preservation. 

Ail  professions  of  civil  chieflains  who  affect  to  be  religionists,  spiritual  or  any  other, 
^t  adopting  any  but  the  true  God  of  the  universe,  are  condemned  already  by  their  own  basis. 

But  who  pursues  doctrines  that  terminate  in  false  positions,  absurdities,  and  crimes, 
with  satisfaction,  much  less  safety.  Rational  beings  have  immortal  souls,  that  must  not 
be  dehaached  by  false  faith  or  doctrines. 

Orapple  to  man  and  his  notions,  destitute  of  principles,  and  all  such  will  come  to  the 
<i(Bt,  principal  and  followers.  Co-equal  are  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  they  contend  with 
each  other  on  the  veriest  trifles. 

What  is  all  such  faith  worth,  but  to  deceive  and  humbug  the  people,  and  promote  im- 
P<)8tor8  over  their  rights'?    The  practice  cannot  be  superior  to  the  faith. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  counterfeit,  full  of  deceit  and  mockery,  with  the  elements  of 
iheii  own  destruction. 

Away  with  the  gods  of  such  faiths,  and  all  their  priest-machinery,  but  give  us  forever 
^  God  of  the  universe,  with  his  universal  attributes. 

Thanks,  at  the  same  time,  to  all  honest  and  truthful  men,  no  matter  who  they  are, 
that  aid  and  direct  properly  mind  to  its  correct  duty. 

Aiieoated  from  all  improper  influences,  such  are  to  be  respected,  whoever  and 
wherever  they  may  be. 

False  faith  cannot  corrupt  them,  nor  despoil  them  of  God*s  innate  gifts,  their  only 
property  at  birth,  and  of  wluch  no  absolutism,  no  priest  pretences  ever  dispossessed  them, 
in  life  or  death. 

They  have  been  fonnd  in  the  battle-field  of  American  liberty,  advocates  eloquent,  and 
We  defenden  of  freedom. 

Adorned  by  her  light  of  mind,  they  have  sought  to  diffuse  her  amplest  ble^inga 
^ong  the  races  of  man. 
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Many  absurditiea  of  peculiar  faith  have  been  noticed  already,  but  this  is  proof  conclo- 
sive  enough  to  stop,  were  it  not  necessary  to  elucidate  the  subject  in  various  lights,  to 
suit  the  minds  of  the  world. 

This  peculiar  faith,  but  another  name  for  false  faith,  puts  itself  down  effectually,  by 
its  own  irremediable  antagonism.  More  than  six  hundred  kinds  of  dissensions  have  al- 
ready prevailed  under  one  branch  of  messiahship,  with  no  prospects  of  its  limits  or  uni* 
versal  reconciliation,  as  it  Lb  diffused  instead  of  contracted. 

Coercion  by  proscription  and  bloody  massacres,  has  been  attempted  in  vain. 

False  faith  engenders  false  doctrines,  and  false  positions  lead  to  false  modes  of  recon- 
ciliation of  particulars,  that  never  can  be  effected  except  on  the  platform  of  principles, 
that  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  how  imposing,  has  not  got. 

What  a  commentary  for  religion,  that  the  God  of  religion  cannot  approve  ! 

The  fundamental  error  rests  not  personally  with  many  professors,  who,  for  aught  that 
the  world  knows,  are  as  good  individually  as  the  best,  and  as  liberal  minded,  but  thu 
whole  issue  turns,  without  exception,  in  contravening  God*s  proper  and  exclusive  attri- 
butes, functions  and  principles. 

Rectify  all  this  preliminary  man's  blunder,  gross  and  bloody,  and  then  the  system  is 
bound  to  be  right  in  all  essentials,  and  then  if  there  be  difficulty,  it  will  be  by  misrepre- 
sentation. 

Worst  of  all  we  have  society  cut  up  into  clans,  with  bad  feelings  and  pent-up  ill  will, 
the  banding  of  cliques  of  peculiar  faith,  contracting  the  world's  interests  and  benefits  to 
their  narrow  circles. 

Mind  has  been  too  confined  to  narrow,  small  circles,  to  the  limits  of  puerile  creeds, 
instead  of  taking  the  whole  globe  for  its  theatre,  the  whole  universe  for  its  circumfe- 
rence, to  do  its  whole  duty  and  mission. 

Upwards  and  onwards  its  progress  in  time  must  be,  to  properly  reach  eternity  aud 
mature  happiness. 

Yes,  all  the  subdivisions  of  peculiar  faith,  and  all  its  grand  divisions,  can  and  must 
yield  to  a  universal  faith. 

But  the  priests,  preachers,  prophets,  and  messiahs,  all  its  peculiar  machinery  for  pe- 
culiar advantages,  must  be  merged  in  the  universal  interest  of  that  universal  faith.  The 
crescent  and  the  cross,  the  Brahmin  and  the  pagan,  the  Jew  and  mormon,  the  bhudhists 
and  those  of  Confucius,  can  be  in  one  moment  converted  into  the  only  true  faith,  that 
must  prevail  forever,  when  all  others  and  their  founders  are  trampled  in  the  dust,  as 
vile,  to  be  forgotten,  and  remembered  no  more. 

They  all  can  be  reconciled  to  each  other,  if  the  intelligent  people  will  deride,  for 
what  the  whole  world  is  bound  indispensably  to  do,  and  let  mind  act  that  considers  no 
creed  venerable  by  time  without  truth,  as  Christianity  is  in  the  same  category  with 
mormonism,  while  the  whole  world,  at  the  very  name  of  the  Eternal,  forms  a  band  of 
universal  brotherhood,  in  the  pure  standard  of  indissoluble  union,  love,  and  the  best  f>a- 
ternal  feelings. 

This  sublime  position,  universal  brotherhood,  practicable  above  Utopian  schemes, 
looks  to  God  to  seal  it  with  his  almighty  principles  of  conservation. 

The  ignorant  man  is  a  presumptuous  libeler,  while  the  liberal  mind  of  science  only 
realizes  the  only  practicable  humility  before  an  appreciated  God  of  nature. 

Universal  brotherhood !  What  a  millenium,  the  only  one  that  can  come !  brought 
about  by  no  local  messiahs,  who  can  never  rise  above  locality  or  time,  but  by  an  Omni- 
presence, that  commands  time  and  space,  and  stamps  its  indelible  character  on  mind 
worthy  of  iL 

Let  all  the  good  and  the  wise  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to  speed  and  welcome  its 
glorious  triumph,  and  guidance  to  all  nations  of  the  five  great  portions  of  the  globe,  with 
all  their  appurtenant  islands,  adding  also  the  blessings  of  constitutional  government 

All  are  now  contending  about  trifles  of  no  moment  or  value,  catching  eternally  at  the 
shadows  of  peculiar  faith,  that  disorganizes  and  demoralizes  tlie  world,  but  leaving  the 
substance  and  universal  blessings  of  rational  faith.  Let  them  not  unite  the  cynic  of  the 
manger,  too,  to  exclude  a  better  ittate  of  things,  and  unable  to  do  justice  to  a  world-wide 
subject,  let  them,  so  far  from  impeding,  aid  the  mightiest  epoch  of  time,  and  the  advent 
of  the  rightful  and  supreme  only  Lord  of  all. 

The  gorgeous  splendors  of  man's  towering  temples  of  various  peculiar  faitha  over 
continents,  built  with  the  wealth  of  many  millions,  have  to  decay  and  moulder  in  the 
dust. 

Time  will  ere  long  point  the  world  to  the  wrecks  and  fragments,  and  the  lowliness 
of  those  suppliant  for  restoration  by  force,  instead  of  what  true  principles  inculcate  by 
peace  and  the  happiest  aspirations. 

Little  can  we  expect  a  ready  submission  of  men  to  rational  principles  io  practice. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


PECULIAR  FAITH— PAGANISH  299 

T&eo  they  affect  to  assert  the  correctness  of  their  adopted  professions  in  peculiar  faith, 
dependent  on  a  reckless  credence  in  what  is  virtuall)^  non-entity. 

No  doabtfal  heresies  nor  spurious  orthodoxies  can  ayail,  in  any  peculiar  faith  that  is 
neceusarily  false.  v 

There  are  Tarious  kinds  of  peculiar  faith  professions  all  over  the  world,  but  all  are 
destitate  of  the  one  foundation,  and  cannot  be  true  to  God  nor  man,  hence  none  such 
are  rightly  established  yet  among  nations,  who  owe  it  to  themselves  and  each  individual, 
not  only  to  seek  the  true,  but  secure  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  exclude  all  the  false 
thereby. 

Are  we  told  not  to  investigate  this  subject  ?  As  well  might  we  be  told  by  tlie  robber, 
not  to  investigate  the  rights  to  our  property  which  he  affects  to  cbiiro.  No  freeman  can 
be  satisfied  with  such  false  pretences.  Slaves  of  mind  and  simpletons,  cannot  even  bo 
pasaiTe  any  longer,  after  a  manly  feeling  is  excited. 

The  whole  families  of  all  peculiar  faith,  forever  contend  with  one  another  in  the  most 
odious  rivalry  and  degrading  opposition,  to  rise  on  each  others^  ruins,  thereby  disproving 
forever  their  disinterestedness. 

Even  the  mother  of  one  tribe  and  a  numerous  family,  has  been  quarrelling  and  fight- 
ing with  her  daughters  for  centuries,  previously  fighting  for  centuries  unsuccessfully 
with  those  of  a  different  master  and  faith,  representative,  as  she  assumed  to  be,  of  the 
principles  of  peace !  Had  she  an  element  in  her  composition,  of  any  such  character  ? 
All  this  has  been  disgusting  and  nauseating,  to  the  true  advocates  of  prop«?r  principles, 
fiot  what  could  they  do?  The  human  mind  has  been  fettered  in  science  and  faith,  by 
Qsurpers  who  assumed  to  monopolize  the  whole  to  themselves. 

Have  not  false  faiths  caused  more  blood  to  flow  than  all  other  causes  in  the  world  ? 

And  the  conflicts  of  the  daughters  with  each  other,  a  very  larse  and  noisy  family,  by- 
tfae>by,  are  no  less  endless  and  unpleasant  to  the  feelings  of  a  brotherhood,  much  less 
of  an  amicable  sisterhood. 

And  will  all  these  lessons  of  awful  experience  be  lost  upon  a  free  and  intelligent 
people,  whose  glory  and  honor  are  in  their  own  hands  as  far  as  tlieir  interest  directs  } 
yfil  such  a  people  take  up  the  miserable  fragments,  instead  of  seeking  their  own 
glorious  and  sumptuous  repast,  the  most  salutary  viands  by  the  true  host  ? 

Shall  the  mighty  teachers  of  the  world  in  true  government,  not  finish  the  munificent 
crown  of  glory  by  dispensing  also  a  true  system  of  rational  religion  ?  Better  never 
W  we  any  pretensions  to  this  momentous  subject,  as  then  the  evil  results  would  cease 
from  cessation  of  false  faiths.  The  practice  of  the  necessary  demands  of  civil  society, 
would  be  essentially  a  vast  constituent  of  religion.  But  creation  of  a  supreme  innate 
Acuity,  requires  a  fuller  policy  in  the  advance  of  civilization,  as  a  necessary  and  indis- 
pensable constituent  of  the  whole  existence. 

Eternal  wisdom  has  decreed  a  full  and  exclusive  adoration,  and  eternal  power  must  be 
reverenced  by  mind,  whose  humility  advances  with  appreciation  of  the  Almighty. 

Every  mind  has  religion  from  the  smallest  element  of  light,  to  the  brightest  rays  of 
cffulgeDce. 

No  dogma  of  peculiar  faith  can  satisfy  such  mind.  Priests  and  monks,  preachers 
ud  mountebanks  may  pretend  to  such,  but  the  intelligent  world  will  expose  them  as 
deeded  false  lights,  unworthy  of  mind.  But  peculiar  faith  has  grown  with  infancy, 
that  was  taught  to  consider  it  anything  in  life  or  death,  and  mind  is  too  often  precluded 
from  its  free  investigation  by  the  bigotry  of  social  dynasty. 

This  most  oppressive  case  must  be  met  as  the  greatest  difficulty.  It  is  the  slavery  of 
in^t  mind,  and  exclusion  of  the  habituated  mind  of  man  from  due  appreciation  of  the 
foundation  of  the  faith. 

Revolution,  to  stop  half-way,  is  treason,  and  not  cause  the  true  estimation  of  names 
Md  position. 

It  must  be  bold  and  spirited  to  the  full  maintenance  of  mind's  rights,  to  be  hailed  its 
worthy  champion  and  avenger. 

Constituted  as  all  false  faith  is,  all  sectarian  creeds  are  the  sport  and  opposition  of 
e^h  other,  of  the  philosophical  facts  of  creation  which  they  violate,  and  all  the  insidi- 
0U8  injury  accrues  to  the  world  for  its  conceited  superstition. 

The  conceit  of  man,  as  bad  as  it  is  in  common  business  social  matters,  is  many  fold 
vorae  than  tolerable  in  his  peculiar  faith,  that  has  so  many  peculiar  notions  and  whims 
to  uphold  it,  which  above  all,  he  is  responsible  to  reason  for. 

The  more  untenable  that  peculiar  position,  the  more  sophistry  and  absolutism  are 
"tecded  to  enforce  it.  This  should  not  be  on  a  sphere  that  must  recognise  man's  inind 
••ipreme,  to  recognise  through  its  cultivation  and  amendment,  the  immortal  mind,  the 
*>ol  of  creation  between  the  creature  and  his  Creator,  the  first  rightly  using,  the  last, 
generously  bestowing  the  deed  of  gift 
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All  peculiar  faith  betrays  the  ignorance  and  darkness  of  past  ages,  the  puny  works  of 
men. 

In  all  such,  an  immortal  soul  will  never  be  satisfied,  as  leading  to  contradictions  ever 
absurd,  teachings  most  gross,  results  ever  dangerous,  and  consequences  ultimately 
ruinous. 

All  creeds  that  pay  higher  reverence  for  masters  than  principles,  run  into  man- 
worship,  and  are  a  species  of  idolatry,  thus  forming  what  has  affected  mind  in  all  past 
ages,  corrupting  all  sources,  and  poisoning  all  religious  enjoyments. 

Peculiar  faith,  however  it  clashes  in  its  thousand  vagaries  over  the  wide  world  that 
it  burns  with  its  destructive  torch  of  disunion,  has  unity  in  its  evils,  and  among  them  is 
classed  as  one  of  the  chief,  fanaticism. 

When  mind  runs  riot  in  its  wilde&t  recklessness,  it  degenerates  into  fanaticism,  truly 
a  bloody  tyrant,  whose  reign  leaves  a  bloody  progress,  and  its  deeds  of  foul  evil  recorded 
in  the  agonies  of  society. 

Millions  of  many  nations  have  been  corrupted  at  this  poisoned  fountain,  to  deal  vin- 
dictive tortures  on  others,  or  its  curses  on  themselves  and  posterity. 

This  fury  has  libeled  reason  at  every  step,  and  has  debased  mind  in  every  age. 

She  has  blasphemed  God  in  hypocrisy,  and  has  usurped  man's  prerogatives  by  ber 
unhallowed  devices. 

She  has  misled  youth  by  her  deceitful  sophistry,  to  their  ruin,  and  revelled  in  all  the 
seductions  that  overwhelmed  youthful  modesty  and  merit. 

Cunning  and  fraud  are  her  attributes,  for  when  wisdom  is  present,  she  sneaketh  with 
her  siren  oreath. 

Her  ends  have  been  selfish,  the  means  deadly  and  fiendish. 

She  hateth  innocence,  and  exchangeth  the  poison  of  vice  for  its  destruction. 

She  is  a  companion  of  ignorance,  and  associates  with  her  friend  and  relation,  eiror, 
and  doeth  the  bidding  of  superstition. 

She  buildeth  bonfires  for  evil,  the  incendiary  of  mind's  peace. 

She  deceitfully  promiseth,  but  kills  by  the  performance. 

Her  history  is  known  by  her  injury  ;  her  reward  by  anguish  and  crime.  She  know- 
eth  not  the  circumference  of  brotlierhood,  but  is  well  known  to  prevent  it. 

In  the  honesty  and'  simplicity  of  their  innocent  nature,  good  citizens  have  not  dreamed 
of  the  evils  of  deceit,  that  have  been  perpetrated  more  or  less  in  every  age. 

Man  can  hardly  realize  what  he  is  subject  to  in  this  life. 

The  game  played  on  his  credulity,  called  faith,  is  that  of  absolutism,  either  in  the 
small  or  large  circle. 

All  that  he  has  possibly  to  counteract,  then,  is  the  best  cultivated  mind  and  the  right 
use  of  it,  that  scan  motives  and  traditions,  and  severs  the  chaff  from  the  essence-grain 
of  mind.  For  his  life  and  honor,  his  present  and  future  happiness,  he  must  not  part 
with  it  the  least ;  if  he  do,  he  is  so  much  weakened. 

Let  not  those  of  peculiar  faith  flatter  themselves  that  they  will  do  much  more ;  their 
days  are  numbered  in  enlightened  mind's  tribunal. 

Much  of  the  world  may  resort  to  their  churches  from  fashion,  convenience,  motive, 
and  a  host  of  other  peculiar  reasons,  the  prime  cause  of  all,  but  the  true  faith  in  one 
God. 

All  the  rational  part  of  mankind  sees  too  plainly  that  the  other  various  beliefers 
throughout  the  world  conflict  with  each  other's  creeds,  faiths,  bibles,  and  persuasions, 
most  reasonably,  and  only  from  reason,  that  can  be  the  only  chief  and  decisive  cause 
for  this  difilerence.  A  rational  position  can  only  unite  all.  God  has  mocked  all  such 
in  the  face  of  reason  and  mind. 

If  the  rational  religionist  could  see  no  possible  relief,  better  should  he  leave  each  such 
persuasion  to  think  its  crystal  a  diamond ;  but  as  he  sees  but  one  genuine  diamond,  and 
all  else  he  knows  certainly  are  crystals ;  it  is  impossible  to  mistake  the  false  jewels  com- 
pared with  the  eenuine,  and  wrong  to  be  silent  under  the  momentous  circumstances  of 
the  whole  world. 

The  question  is  not  that  each  is  silently  progressing  in  humble  faith,  and  performing 
its  vows  of  devotion  in  peace  and  general  benefit  to  all  mankind ;  very  far  from  it, 
indeed. 

Observe  the  power  of  the  state  that  is  dangerously  and  insidiously  united  with  most  of 
such  persuasions,  to  crush  or  deceive  the  best  and  purest  freedom  of  mind. 

The  mind  of  history  recoils  at  the  sight  of  the  iniquity. 

See  the  past  power  of  the  clergy,  one  of  whose  professed  comer  stones  was  humility ; 

Set,  when  their  absolutism  was  to  obtain  mastery,  kings  were  their  servants,  people 
leir  abject  menials,  who  secretly  and  fearfully  submitted  to  their  sway,  glad  of  the 
honor  of  permission  to  crawl  or  kiss  themselves  into  the  august  presence  of  mortals  as 
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Jegr&ded  as  themselres,  the  one  in  wishing  their  feet  to  be  kissed,  the  other  doing  it. 
Did  any  bat  the  most  contemptible  idolatry  and  superstition  ever  have  a  foothold  in  thisi 
Such  men  gave  away,  under  fabe  pretences,  temporal  as  spiritual  continents,  and  sub- 
mitted the  fate  of  their  population  to  unmitigated  cruelties  for  their  false  faith,  ruling  the 
so  called  cirilized  world  with  relentless  tyranny,  doing  their  peculiar  gods  service  in 
their  dispensations. 

The  petty  despotism  of  confession  of  faith,  arousing  the  marvel  of  the  vulgar  multitude 
by  petty  miracles  of  tunics,  liquefying  blood,  blood  flowing  from  pictures  of  messiahs, 
of  buiJdiiQ^  sacred  fires,  of  whipping  the  people  about  by  priests,  may  serve  the  petty  tools 
ofsoperstition  for  their  season. 

But  let  the  present  age  atone  for  all  such  past  blindness,  that  would  be  wilful  if  now 
adopted  with  its  present  lights. 

The  candid  beUef  in  the  one  Alnughty  unmistakable,  can  only  reconcile  the  innume- 
rable conflicts  of  peculiar  faith-parties,  and  that  at  once. 

What  a  step  in  refined  enlightened  civilization !  Such  would  heal  all  fundamental 
world-errors,  and  give  the  only  elements  of  perpetual  union  of  one  universal  brother- 
hood. 

It  is  thus  necessary  and  obligatory,  apart  from  the  paramount  duty  to  the  Creator,  as 
&lse  £uth  engenders  false  views  and  practices  of  superstition,  that  difl!uses  the  worst 
morals  and  results  to  the  whole  world. 

Citizens  of  the  world,  be  not  of  any  multitude  that  does  not  avow  God's  innate  prin- 
cq>le8,  that  can  defend  society.  • 

The  proper  social  principles,  will  ever  carry  the  world  through  in  safety,  and  their 
n>ht  avowal,  if  rightly  adopted  and  practiced,  will  redound  to  the  greatest  good  of  all. 
But  proselytes  to  peculiar  faith  will  affirm  that  the  greatest  question  with  &e  world  is, 
vhat  shall  we  do  for  faith  evangelical  ? 

Evangelical  refers  to  angels,  and  there  are  none  such  on  earth,  if  the  God  of  nature, 
a  perfect  Creator,  uses  as  he  has  instituted,  conservative  principles. 

Any  faith  that  is  true,  must  preserve  its  supreme  unity,  and  we  must  refer  to  truthful 
testimony  therefor,  to  render  it  respectable  and  worthy  of  mind.  We  must  ask  to  be 
introduced  to  reason,  the  favorite  of  God,  who  looks  upon  it  equal  to  truth  passing 
tbiuQgh  mind.  Mortals  can  never  decide  iaith  any  other  way.  But  never  was  there  a 
nation  yet,  but  that  had  some  system  of  religion  ?  Never  did  any  have  such  system, 
when  analyzed.  They  all  have  had  a  system  of  superstition,  a  peculiar  faith,  that  is 
ajita^onistic  to  God  and  his  attributes,  his  conservative  principles,  all  producing  sec- 
tarianism, and  cutting  out  one  of  the  noblest  results,  universal  brotherhood,  for  which 
defect  secret  societies  are  instituted. 

The  present  state  of  sectarian  faith  is,  that  it  is  cut  up  into  many  little  sects  and 
Actions,  many  of  them  continuing  to  divide  and  subdivide  with  rancorous  hate  and 
trifling  controversies,  perpetuating  elements  of  disunion  among  the  social  ciccles,  with 
00  confidence  in  each  other,  and  impressing  the  whole  community  with  less  or  leas^t,  for 
themselves. 

How  long  shall  mind,  the  God-endowed,  be  subject  to  the  injurious  fallacies  of  peca- 
^&ith? 

iPor  two  centuries,  the  sword  of  the  Christian  was  turned  so  unsuccessfully  against 
^  pi^fessora  of  the  Mahomedan  faith,  that  believed  in  the  cimeter,  that  the  fai&  and 
action  o^  the  last  triumphed.  And  the  ordeal  of  battles  decided  justice  to  the  success- 
t&l  faith  aiainst  the  Christian.  And  yet  afler  all,  neither  was  orthodox.  Cimeters  or 
swords  could  never  solve  this  universe  problem.  The  beauty  of  it  was  that  the  power 
^  mind  arresled  or  diminished  at  last  the  fanaticism  of  both,  running  into  piracy, 
(wtchery  and  conquest,  and  stopped  the  ungodly  and  irreligious  wars.  Still  both  are 
iflfallible,  if  yon  hear  them  tell  it,  and  yet  both  tried  on  principle,  are  utterly  condemned. 

v\  hen  will  stupid  peculiar  faith  ever  learn  wisdom  ?  *  She  has  no  reason,  no  propriety 
of  though^ 

She  aiOfects  in  her  mad  ambition  and  lust,  the  empire  of  the  world,  and  deserts  the 
omy  true  empire,  that  of  mind,  that  should  rightly  represent  the  Creator. 

$he  has  tned  the  sword  in  tain,  to  decide  world-wide  questions  that  belong  to  mind. 
She  never  will  know  her  incapacity  for  good. 

She  has  used  all  the  petty  tyranny  of  puny  perverted  minds,  but  their  base  inquisi- 
Jon  has  not  been  able  to  drive  man  to  the  confession.  Bribery,  corruption,  all  tyranny 
oiled. 

This  question  rests  with  the  world^s  committee,  that  will  pronounce  the  facts  slowly, 
wt  surely. 
Already  she  disavows  past  crimes,  but  clings  to  iniquitous  errors  of  the  present  day. 
What  have  we  left  to-aay,  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  with  all  their  priestocracy  machinery 
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and  messiahshlpB,  but  sects  and  factions,  and  fragments  that  are  to  be  scattered  before 
the  luminary  of  God,  mind  assenting  its  rights. 

At  the  present  day,  the  sectaries  of  the  world  can  make  no  excuse  of  not  having  a 
better  taith. 

Those  that  make  such  pretence,  are  anti-God. 

Humanity,  the  true  friend  of  man,  scouts  at  them. 

In  subjects  on  religion,  we  hear  too  much  that  is  superficial,  that  does  not  conpre- 
hend  the  subject. 

Feeling  or  sympathy,  custom  of  forefathers,  mere  opinions  or  force  of  absolutism, 
except  the  true  principles  of  mind,  cannot  decide  the  question  of  religion. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  faith,  but  of  truth,  and  to  be  heard  on  such  testimony  as  truth  i 
forever  decides  on. 

Faith,  however  peculiar,  and  peculiarly  represented  inconsistent  with  reason,  iB  so 
with  truth,  and  is  surely  a  falsehood. 

What  is  grace  of  peculiar  faith,  but  a  fallacy  ? 

Grace  of  peculiar  views  is  defined,  fiivor  for  sins  pardoned.  What  mortal  knows 
that  ?    What  test  is  there  if  reason  be  excluded  ? 

This  tale  is  often  tuld  bv  the  thousand  and  one,  who  go  back  to  the  world  in  their 
sins.  The  whole  solution,  that  which  can  only  be  true  is,  that  all  minds  sin  more  or 
less  when  reaching  a  state  of  rational  accountability,  and  that  being  the  only  beet  state 
that  presents  the  least  sins. 

This  is  all  the  grace  that  can  abound,  in  the  conscience  most  void  of  culpable  offences, 
and  most  abounding  in  its  richest  fruits  of  self-approbation  arising  from  the  best  cod- 
sciousness  of  innocence  and  good  actions. 

If  sinners  entertain  notions  of  grace,  it  can  be  only  graduated,  otherwise  from  the 
character  o£  human  nature  it  is  self-delusion,  if  not  worse,  going  into  public  decep- 
tion. 

What  other  than  this  view  arises  on  the  analysis  of  the  subject,  and  what  more  cor- 
rect version  of  it  can  be  adduced  ? 

A  mind  that  is  conscious  of  rectifying  itself  by  the  inspirations  of  mind  through  God, 
must  feel  most  satisfied. 

That  mind  may  consider  in  its  enthusiasm  this  the  favor,  the  best  state  of  mind,  nben 
cotiscious  of  rectitude  as  old  as  th^  pagan  Romans  so  called. 

Falling  from  grace,  is  founded  essentially  on  the  character  of  mind,  that  has  to  forti- 
fy itself  against  all  invasions,  as  it  is  liable  to  sinful  conflict  every  moment,  in  thought^ 
word,  and  deed,  and  has  to  be  defended  from  falling  below  the  level  of  its  own  inherent 
and  essential  dignity. 

Here  again  is  another  interminable  conflict  between  churches,  some  aflfirming  that  it 
is  demoralizing  to  preach  the  doctrine,  while  others  truly  affirm  that  such  doctrine  is 
founded  on  our  nature. 

The  whole  difficulty  can  be  resolved  into  this  position,  that  mind  possessed  of  the 
intrinsic  elements  of  religion,  is  ever  dependent  on  its  proper  inherent  capacity  for  light 
and  the  proper  exercise  of  that  light. 

Does  it  not  argue  weakness  in  the  God  of  peculiar  faith,  to  have  a  select  few,  t^e 
elect,  and  of  those  in  the  church,  none  of  the  best  are  presented  ? 

Here  is  a  war,  fortunately  for  the  age,  only  of  words,  but  the  feelings  are  bitter,  and 
reason  is  in  conflict. 

We  see  clearly,  now,  that  the  world  has  been  regulated  by  fanatical  pretences  among 
all  nations. 

All  are  false  to  themselves,  to  withhold  their  only  standard  of  protection  under  innu- 
merable errors. 

What  standard  but  that  of  the  one  Holy  Being  can  regulate  mind,  and  whose  lights 
can  shine  in  every  soul,  till  true  teachings  expel  the  darkness. 

All  things  that  oppose  and  affisct  rational  religion,  have  the  elements  of  dymnion  and 
antagonism.     Peculiar  faithites  not  only  renounce  reason,  but  the  God  of  reason  in  his  j 
purity.  I 

Do  not  peijuiT  and  deceitful  action,  as  hypocrisy,  short  comings  of  truth,  as  well  as 
its  abundant  violation,  and  constant  sophistry,  presented  in  a  state  of  society  cherishing 
peculiar  faith-worship,  majde  the  standard  of  actions  and  words  utterly  at  variance  with 
reason,  necessarily  arise  ? 

Now,  those  in  the  world  not  seeking  the  true  and  sincere  salvation,  are  liable  to  ail 
this  evil,  in  or  out  of  the  churches. 

The  good  part  of  mankind  are  morally  exempt,  until  they  persevere  knowingly  in 
all  such  dangerous  errors. 

With  the  best  of  good  will  and  patriotism,  aa  comprehensive  as  the  worldi  and  a  phi- 
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lanthrophy  aa  ezpaoBive  as  its  duties,  they  should  see  the  bearing  and  correction  of  this 
important  topic. 

Can  any  sectarian  faith  furnish  universal  bencTolence  ? 

The  language  that  decides  the  position  of  the  firsts  decides  against  that  of  the  last  as 
aa  impoasibiJity. 

Where  are  Uie  acts,  the  only  proper  proof  ? 

The  world's  history  decides  conclusively  against  all  sectarian  faith,  as  impracticable 
and  pernicious  for  the  good  of  all. 

Peculiar  faith  is  then  not  the  good  faith  of  the  world. 

In  this  matter  no  assertions  on  its  part,  no  sophistry  can  repel  these  serious  facts,  as 
all  such  are  unavailable. 

No  flippant  criticism  can  supersede  the  high-toned  greatness  of  soul-speaking 
wiadom. 

Some  may  feel  the  highest  impulse  of  enthusiasm,  and  seek  spiritualization,  sanctity, 
and  holiness,  but  how  can  any  sectarian  faith  rightly  impart  any  such  ? 

Deeds  of  gifts  from  spurious  proprietors  may  cause  momentary  excitements,  but  they 
all  are  worth  nothing  at  all.  They  must  refer  directly  to  the  purest  object,  God,  who  is 
b  the  purest  position. 

What  then  remains  to  be  done  in  the  world- waste  for  man*s  good  and  mind's  ease,  as 
the  thoQsand-and-one  dogmas  and  creeds  about  all  kinds  of  peculiar  faith,  all  fall  short 
of  satisfying  the  very  wants  of  the  mind,  that  it  begs,  implores,  and  entreats  to  meet  ? 

Know  the  God  of  the  Universe  and  his  functions,  principles  and  attributes,  through 
mind,  that  will  rectify  itself  through  his  inspirations  of  w^isdom. 

Terror  is  presented  the  mind,  as  it  is  threatened  with  eternal  damnation  if  it  adopt 
any  rational  faith  no  matter  how  superior,  but  that  faith,  that  mind,  if  rational,  docs  not 
inherently  in  good  faith  adopt. 

The  sectarian,  that  is  the  professed  follower  of  peculiar  faith  without  disguise,  read- 
Oy  inquires,  on  whom  do  you  rely  ?  There  can  be  but  one  correct  answer  to  all  such 
error  forever. 

On  the  one  wise  and  all-powerful  Author  of  the  universe  and  all  its  conservative 
principles,  that  from  the  creation  embraced  all  subjects  of  preservation,  especially  man 
in  all  his  different  positions  of  being  from  time  to  eternity,  from  life  to  death,  all  the 
time  of  mind's  existence. 

Bat  all  other  reliances  are  impositions  on  their  face,  with  counterfeit  the  rankest  and 
titles  most  defective,  for  in  place  of  being  universal  from  the  creation  in  time  and 
pisce,  both  are  limited  very  long  after  creation,  embracing  in  reality  but  a  small 
portion  of  each,  and  that  on  the  capital  of  religion  counterfeited. 

Out  of  these  evils  of  antagonism  of  false  faiths,  creating  civil  and  general  wars  that 
blot  so  many  pages  of  the  world's  history,  has  arisen  much  universal  good  by  the  coun- 
tervailing influence  of  all  these  governing  principles. 

What  supposed  evil'is  there,  that  God  of  supreme  intelligence  and  might,  does  not 
cause  to  redound  to  universal  good. 

A  genera]  superintending  Providence  is  essential  and  important  to  the  universe,  but 
^e  especial  acts  of  mind  are  most  essential  and  important  to  decide  the  world's  good. 
What  nation  or  individual  ever  yet  perpetrated  crime  with  impunity  ?  It  is  the  same 
wthe  violation  of  principles,  that  from  their  very  nature  vindicate  their  Creator. 

Impunity  stimulates  the  criminal,  that  rouses  up  avengers  even  on  principles. 

Felons  consider  themselves  most  intelligent  by  enacting  crimes  with  temporary  im- 
pvnrty,  when  too  late  they  too  often  find  that  the  path  of  wisdom  was  better  than  the 
path  of  cunning,  as  honesty  is  the  path  of  safety. 

Througliout,  all  sectarian  systems  are  defective,  antagonistic  to  each  other,  and  all 
^^posed  to  the  universal  harmony  of  creative  elements,  at  war  forever  with  the  just 
rebtion  of  things. 

No  wonder  the  principles  of  philosophy  and  reason  were  opposed,  when  science 
■howed  all  spuriooa  faith  revealed  by  bibles  of  tradition. 

Whoever  heard  a  sermon,  but  was  necessarily  made  up  of  sophistry  in  part,  in  any 
feith  that  did  not  look  to  God  exclusively  and  his  pure,  unsullied  attributes  1 

How  much  daily  sophistry  is  employed  in  the  world,  to  uphold  corrupt  systems  ? 

All  such  vital  questions  must  be  leil  to  reason*s  mind. 

In  peculiar  faith  is  centred  all  the  species  of  idolatry  of  man  and  hero-worship,  what 
ereiy  such  ^th  this  day  pays  with  disgusting  misconception  of  mind's  dignity  and 
independence. 

The  miserable  result  is,  that  if  cannibalism  does  devour,  or  brutal  superstition  does 
alay  the  victim  directly  on  the  altar  at  once,  that  man-worship  of  all  these  grades  in 
antagoaism  only  prolongs  the  slaughter  more  indirectly,  and  shiys  when  let  loose  in 
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mad  fury  and  ambition  with  bloody  fanaticism,  her  millions  in  wars,  miscalled  holy,  b* 
quisitions,  crush  of  minds  and  tyranny  over  freedom  of  conscience. 

Usurpation  of  peculiar  faith  is  seen  in  the  world^s  injury  for  ortfao(u>xy  of  power, 
whereas  God  alone  decides  at  his  tribunal,  who  is  worthy. 

False  faith,  when  in  power,  that  it  always  usurps  over  reason,  which  she  will  not 
yield  to,  assumes  the  spoils  of  the  earth  for  its  possession,  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
returns  the  poisoned  cup  to  the  lips  of  those  whose  hands  transacted  for  its  temporal 
promotion.     Where  is  an  exception  1 

What  a  concentration  of  iniquity,  corruption,  and  disgusting  cruelty,  in  the  papacy, 
to  give  away  unknown  countries  of  the  world,  though  peopled,  if  those  inhabitants  did 
not  possess  the  Christian  faith  ? 

Where  did  this  complication  of  felonious  crime  end  ? 

What  an  amount  of  perfidy  to  the  nations  of  the  world,  to  give  dispensation  for  the 
most  licentious  tyranny,  as  far  as  physical  and  mental  weakness  permitted  ? 

Where  did  the  sale  of  indulgences,  perquisites  of  state  powers,  licenses  for  crimes, 
and  iniquity,  end  ? 

What  must  be  the  pitiful  condition  of  those  hacks*  minds,  with  degraded  spirit,  that 
have  tQ'  uphold  with  party  sophistry  all  this,  as  religion  ? 

If  this  be  religion,  God  help  the  world  out  of  the  quagmire. 
»^  What  generous  spirit  does  not  pity  the  poor,  ignorant  wretches,  that  have  to  do  their 
part,  for  their  bread  ? 

But  is  there  a  menial  so  pauperized,  that  would  not  scorn  such,  if  possessed  of  the 
right  views  ? 

Where  is  the  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  mind  of  man,  that  will  not  scorn  to  see  his 
country  so  prostituted  ? 

What  can  prevent  all  the  secret  vices,  degraded  crimes,  assassinations,  corruptions  of 
female  chastity,  perjury,  and  all  such  consequences  of  prostituted  moral  power,  that 
should  forever  take  precedence  over  all  other,  in  the  right  performance  of  indispeo- 
sable  duty  1 

The  moral  power  of  the  world  must  be  kept  sacred.  Perish  at  once,  and  forever,  all 
peculiar  faiths  befere  it. 

The  insincerity  of  belief  must  characterize  the  public  mind.  How  can  it  escape  such 
iniquitous  contamination  ? 

AH  false  faiths  being  insufficient  to  arouse  the  world^s  unity,  or  to  command  its  pro- 
per respect,  it  is  the  duty  of  patriotism,  and  philanthropy,  an  enlarged  duty,  that  man 
owes  his  fellow-citizens  of  the  globe,  to  stop  or  arrest  the  malign  influence,  if  nothing 
else  was  elicited  thereby,  of  the  spirit  of  insincerity,  that  mars,  blots  and  blurs  the  purity 
and  excellence  of  mind,  ever  kept  thereby  in  the  most  degrading  feudal  vandalism  aud 
vassalage,  indecorous  for  reason. 

We  should  get  rid  of  a  reckless  faith,  inconsistent  with  reason,  and  productive  of  tht 
worst  consequences,  from  the  fell  spirit  of  insincerity  of  belief. 

Freemen  owe  to  themselves  this  justice,  to  see  that  an  amendment  is  efiected  in  pro- 
per time,  way,  and  spirit.  Benevolence,  enlarged  and  liberal,  tiiat  honors  home  ana  all 
its  virtues,  in  all  the  pleasures  of  duty,  and  the  fruition  of  affectionate  regard  for  house- 
hold benefits,  and  then  radiates  from  home  the  happy  sum  of  its  wise  operations  to  the 
circumference  of  this  world,  compels  the  full  allowance  for  mortal^s  frailties  and  weak- 
ness, and  therefore  premises  their  best  correction. 

Bigotry  is  a  horrible  incident  in  the  character  of  man,  and  impeaches,  as  it  is  not  ^n 
attribute  of  a  mind  elightened  by  true  faith,  that  is  rational  religion,  the  character  of  the 
faith,  and  decides  its  blighting  curse  on  the  mind  darkened  by  it,  and  all  the  circle 
affected  thereby,  to  the  latest  malign  influence. 

What  justice  or  truth  is  there,  in  tlie  circle  of  bigotry  ?  But  the  bible  faith,  that  is 
the  supreme  idea ! 

What  faith  can  there  be  in  the  whole  universe,  the  Supreme  particularlv,  no  matter 
how  peculiar,  that  is  not  subject  to  the  proper  investigation  of  reason  and  truth,  with 
their  best  aids,  analysis  and  analogy  1  If  any  faith  comd  be  supreme  over  these,  then 
that  faith  is  supreme  over  God,  assuredly. 

But  we  must  take  the  Trinity.     What  is  peculiar  in  that  ? 

Three  Beings,  but  all  in  one  !    What  language  is  that  ? 
Three  beings  distinct  in  location  at  times,  and  all  one ! 

Is  language  understood  right  1    Is  the  foulest  sophistry  to  dethrone  rational  mind  ? 
All  questions  are  addressed  to  mind  and  its  understanding,  and  must  be  answered  by 
the  understanding,  which  is  reason.    Then  no  understanding  that  is  honest  can  afHrm  to 
this  absurdity  or  monster,  neither  on  mathematical  principles,  a  part  of  the  conservatism 
that  governs  the  universe,  nor  by  the  language  of  mind. 
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Whoso  miad  is  so  peculiarly  constituted  as  to  receiTC  this  rightly  ? 
We  are  in  the  thorny  and  stormy  paths  of  life,  a  direct  way  is  to  surmount  its  Tarioiw 
difficulties,  and  to  do  this,  mind  with  its  completest  understanding  and  wisdom  is  the 
agent,  and  reason  the  pilot  that  directs. 
If  we  forsake  these,  our  position  is  below  the  slaveys — our  mind  vassal. 
The  followers  of  peculiar  faiths  are  mistrusted  in  foreign  lands,  while  if  they  were 

true,  they  had  been  universal.  The  followers  of  Judaism  are  mistrusted  in  most  coun- 
tries where  prevail  the  Christian  or  Mahomedan  faiths,  though  all  these  have  referred  to 

Judaism  originating  theirs.  As  there  is  a  conflict  of  feeling  and  interest  not  only  among 
all  those,  bnt  among  their  seceders,  and  the  world  full  of  peculiar  faiths,  that  assail  and 
restrict  each  other  in  their  privileges,  all  are  necessarily  hostile  more  or  less.  This  is 
Dot  religion,  but  the  curse  of  peculiar  faith.     Man  is  in  this,  not  God. 

The  sooner  they  all  get  out  of  these  conflictmg  faiths,  they  will  become  united  in  one 
brotherhood  and  not  before.  Such  advocates  iukve  to  learn  what  religion  is.  They 
will  have  to  abjure  and  unlearn  all  that  they  profess  peculiarly,  and  the  sooner  done  the 
better  for  the  parties  and  the  whole  w^orld. 

There  is  no  need  to  have  had  the  Nestors  sadly  butchered,  nor  should  there  be  any 
emnity  however  laid  up  for  future  miserable  ambition  in  Saladin's  country.  All  will 
forget  the  deplorable  evils  of  the  past  of  peculiar  faiths,  in  the  blessings  of  monotheism. 

Times  have  their  peculiar  vices,  and  in  ancient  feudal  times,  men  did  look  up  to  civil 
and  military  chieftains  almost  universally,  and  dearly  did  they.  Noble  mind  was  be- 
trayed. It  was  the  iron  law  of  custom  from  apparent  not  inherent  weakness,  not  of  the 
helpless  orphan  who  ia  now  protected  by  the  law  of  mind,  but  of  the  stalwart  giant  man 
that  knew  not  his  own  mighty  concealecl  strength,  because  he  knew  not  the  giA  of  his 
miod. 

The  partially  civilized  state  of  the  world  had  him  bound,  when  might  oppressed  right. 

Self-government  had  advanced,  mind  has  improved  its  powers,  but  has  tNBen  misled  in 
the  quicksands  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  deplorably  and  obstinately  behind  the  advance  of 
science,  arts,  civilization  and  commercial  advantages  of  the  world.  Let  intellectual 
trath  mirror  all  that  is  visible  for  mind^s  correction. 

While  mind  is  advancing,  the  mystic  notions  and  follies  of  peculiar  faith  are  counting 
her  beads  and  preserving  her  relics,  contending  for  rites,  forms  and  ceremonies,  excres- 
eences  of  a  decayed  mass,  that  belonged  to  times  when  millions  of  warring  Christians 
contended  against  millions  of  Mahomedans  for  centuries,  for  seeming  trifles,  a  spot  of 
earth  not  worth  a  pauperis  notice  till  his  death  ;  all  to  gratify  the  churches  ambition, 
avarice,  papal  hierarchy,  craftship  ostensibly,  as  well  for  personal  fame  and  the  world's 
conquest. 

No  wonder  the  hostility  and  the  enduring  hate  between  the  Mahomedan  and  the  Chris- 
tian, the  best  evidence  of  the  fallacy  and  ignominy  of  both  faiths. 

How  can  they  compare,  with  that  which  belonged  to  mind  ?  They  cannot  be  main- 
taioed  in  reason. 

No  wonder  the  Hindoos  hate  Mahomedans  and  Christians.  No  wonder  the  hate  of 
the  whole  world  of  peculiar  faiths.  Which  of  any  such  would  not  tyrannize  over  the 
»orld,  if  not  prevented? 

What  a  barrier  is  mind,  the  enlightened  mind  of  science  and  philosophy !  These  aid 
the  supreme  religious  principle,  the  mighty  moral  force  that  truly  represents  the  wishes 
uk)  purposes  of  the  Almighty. 

Do  not  all  count  the  profits  of  their  professed  faith  ? 

In  opening  the  door  to  peculiar  faith  resting  on  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and 
^igmas,  the  world  is  subject  in  process  of  time  to  an  everlasting  flood  of  similar  faiths 
ud  traditions,  that  are  only  limited  by  the  state  of  mind,  whose  ignorance  and  corrup- 
tion alone  originated  them. 

Various  have  been  the  attempts  in  all  systems  modified  by  the  circumstances  of 
laind's  light  for  ever. 

Mind  alone  guards  its  own  holy  citadel  from  superstition,  but  it  has  to  be  most 
rational  to  do  tl»t  most  successfully. 

Mind  is  constituted  for  religion  that  can  be  counterfeited  on  the  ignobly  ignorant, 
^J  in  part,  however,  as  deeds  tell. 

It  has  been  its  history  io  sufier  thus  from  its  incapacity  to  distinguish  the  genuine 
from  the  spurious. 

The  adherents  of  true  faith  are  modest  and  tolerant  for  truth,  but  those  advocating 
the  spurious  are  brazen  and  impudent  tyrants  of  the  world. 

Under  this  banner,  befouled  with  blood,  all  pretences  are  advanced,  all  clamorous  for 
professions,  that  should  be  in  perpetual  abeyance  to  actions  the  best  prayers. 

The  five  grand  divisions  of  the  world  are  beset  with  them. 
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Among  the  latest,  the  Monnons  recenUy  arose,  assaniing  to  do  so,  oo  the  mincles 
of  the  {NLnacea  faith,  of  visions,  of  miraculous  gifts,  and  prophecies. 

But  what  man  can  possibly  believe  them,  unless  incited  by  delusion  of  worldly 
feelings  ? 

Certainly,  neither  the  wise  nor  the  honest,  can  be  placed  in  this  category. 

Thousands,  would  not  all  of  them,  without  hesitation,  establish  wonderful  or  miracoloos 
belief  about  the  death  and  resurrection  of  their  prophets,  by  direct  testimony,  equal  to 
any  others'  about  miracles?  Would  they  not  forswear  and  perjure  themselves  for 
their  peculiar  faith  ?     But  the  materials  of  mind  are  needed. 

In  process  of  time  in  future  ages,  who  can  affirm  that  this  peculiar  faith  will  not 
supersede  others,  especially  if  the  sword  be  successfully  wielded  by  the  faithful  follow- 
ers of  some  fanatical  warrior  ?  Is  not  this  the  world's  history  of  all  such  faith  ? 
Peculiar  faith  has  no  reason  or  trnth. 

Has  peculiar  faith  any  peculiar  limits  to  her  ambition,  short  of  the  complete  vassal- 
age of  mind  throughout  the  world  ? 

How  truly  dangerous  as  demoralizing,  to  help  keep  up  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith. 
Are  not  you,  citizen,  somewhat  culpable,  for  a  part  of  the  sum  of  all  the  false  faiths 
of  the  world,  and  their  horrid  deleterious  consequences.  The  veto  of  proper,  sound, 
honest  sense  is  invoked. 

The  infatuated  will  not  listen  to  the  voice  of  mind,  but  may  fall  by  conflict  with  other 
peculiar  faiths. 

The  faith  of  the  creed  may  be  carried  out  to  the  broadest  extent  of  absolute  faith, 
and  tyrannize  socially  and  religiously  over  the  world. 

Peculiar  faith  has  no  limit  to  its  ambition. 

Its  days  are  limited  by  the  force  of  science  and  cultivated  mind.  Where  do  you  heir 
of  faith,  the  loudest? 

In  the  haunts  of  ignorance,  and  the  wilds  of  error,  where  people  have  no  school- 
houses,  and  cannot  direct  you  the  plain  way  of  the  country,  much  less  even  the  anal- 
jBiB  of  mind. 

The  days  of  miracles  are  past,  because  the  days  of  deplorable  ignorance  are  past, 
one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the  improvement  of  the  age,  that  is  the  only  reason  to  meet 
the  views  of  contracted  minds,  while  liberal  minds  feel  as  confident  as  in  their  exist- 
ence, that  no  miracles  ever  existed,  as  miracles  prove  imbecility  of  ignorant  minds,  that 
wonder  or  admire  in  every  sense  whatever  but  the  right  one,  at  the  ordinary  natural 
phenomena  of  the  God  of  nature. 

Liberal  minds  truly  see  that  the  truly  great  deeds,  the  nearest  to  miracles,  are  the 
right  creation,  sublimely  organized,  and  its  regulated  subsequent  actions  to  endure  for 
ever. 

The  only  true  sublime  standards  for  admiration,  belong  to  the  Great  Supreme,  and 
their  functions  invoke  and  challenge,  as  they  should,  the  £ghest  adoration  of  the  whole 
world  in  his  unity. 

Solve  all  the  secrets  of  nature,  then  mysteries  and  miracles  cease  in  the  true  accep- 
tation of  reason. 

Where  can  we  find  any  tyranny  more  awful  than  the  tortures  of  body  to  operate  on 
mind  and  conscience,  in  behalf  of  faith  ?  What  is  that  faith  worth,  but  the  worst  en- 
gine of  cruelty  and  fanaticism  ? 

How  careful  then  should  all  good  citizens  be  in  arousing  up  the  fierce  spirit  of  sec- 
tarian creeds,  never  to  be  sincerely  and  patriotically  realized  in  a  free  country. 

No  true  rational  religion,  but  dark  fanatical  superstition,  ever  could  arouse  so  many 
wars  between  sects  of  difllierent  leaders. 

No^ne  adopting  the  correct  tenets  of  God-religion  can  fall  out ;  it  is  impossible,  as 
unity  is  union  and  agreement.  God  is  never  inconsistent.  Man  libels  God,  but  is  self- 
impeached  if  he  dare  the  libel  of  such  assertion. 

What  has  peculiar  faith  ever  yet  done  among  the  Indians  of  the  world  ?  The  mil- 
lions of  Ama  ?  The  whole  world  bewails  its  sight,  by  blood  and  treasure  untold  and 
countless,  sacrificed  to  the  gods  of  its  idolatry. 

Such  faith  in  our  own  America  must  have  been  shamed  by  the  faith  of  the  red  men 
of  the  forest,  who  believe  in  the  Great  Spirit.  Before  the  pretences  of  peculiar  faith 
we  urged,  let  the  rights  of  rational  mind  be  audited. 

Not  able  to  sustain  tliemselves  on  the  only  foundation  that  the  Creator  ever  gave  to 
honest  minda — ^reason — the  advocates  of  the  first  turn  to  weak  mind's  folly  and  tlio 
slave's  creed,  and  tell  us  in  this  century  about  a  stupid  and  senseless  non-entity  of  faith, 
that  does  not  admit  of  analysis !  Whenever  the  test  and  ordeal  of  reason  are  skulked 
by  any  minds,  it  is  proof  most  positive  that  the  position  is  not  honest,  or  the  intellect  is 
miseiably  stupid. 
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Jottlike  Ihe  charlatan  doctor,  who  atttpidly  claiina  all  medical  practiee  for  hit  igno- 
Ruit  and  impostor  tribe,  and  leaves  unfilled  a  circle  of  most  urgent  and  necessitous 
claims,  and  that  too  by  the  only  rightful  claimanta,  the  sulTerers  in  the  first  access  of 
^286368 — the  beneficiaries  by  their  own  scientific-directed  exertion  in  points,  that  this 
pitiful  herd  never  can  see  or  correct. 

Nov,  the  minority  of  mankind  is  not  in  the  pale  of  any  made  faith,  while  all  minds 
bow  do^-n  from  innate  principles,  instilled  for  tlie  wisest  and  noblest  of  purposes  of  cre^ 
fttioB,  and  Mceaearily  to  be  filled. 
All  peculiar  faiths  are  generally  in  the  minority  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  difierences  between  peculiar  and  rational  true  (aith  is,  that  the  first  re* 
quires  the  world  to  look  a^r  her  interest,  whilst  the  other  refers  to  the  interest  of  God 
all  the  time. 

Does  peculiar  faith  depend  on  intrinsic  virtues,  or  has  ahe  not  for  her  life-time  ever 
MQ^bt  all  the  protection  of  brute  force  ? 

Never  say,  if  you  admit  a  polytheism,  more  than  one  Godf  that  your  age  is  better 
thao  the  Greeks,  for  you  have  four  gods,  a  trinity  and  an  evil  geniua— tliey  only  had 
more.  Who  of  you  are  better  off?  As  to  the  improvements  of  ihe  age,  they  belong 
to  mind,  which  your  faith  discards. 

It  is  wise  that  the  whole  world  should  understand  its  position,  and  mature  its  views 
-"define  by  language  what  it  affects  to  say. 

But  why  not  conform  to  the  world^s  ways,  and  not  encounter  the  antagonism  of  these 
pecuhar  faiths,  but  let  them  all  ferment  and  work  their  own  purification  ? 

It  is  the  supreme  duty  of  good  citizens  to  act  well  their  part,  as  the  highest  speei- 
men  of  rational  religion,  and  counteract  all  false  faith  as  base  superstition  and  man- 
worship. 

Can  intelligent  freemen  cower  to  man-worship,  and  thus  participate  in  the  degraded 
blasphemy  1 

A  dae  reverence  of  Deity  cannot  permit  us,  without  sinister  motives  or  influence, 
to  suppose  that  his  perfect  attributes  needed  a  vicegerent  in  this  or  any  part  of  his  uni- 
▼erse ;  his  omniscience  must  hare  foreseen  and  his  omnipotence  anticipated.  All  such 
la  the  vagary  of  peeoliar  faith. 

There  has  been  shed  the  blood  of  millions  from  false  faith,  that  aroused  the  most 
damnable  passions  of  human  nature,  and  caused  ambition  and  avarice  to  tyrannize  over 
Ihe  human  mind  the  worst  of  feudal  despotism,  exciting  the  worst  penalties  of  the  feel- 
ings here,  and  inflicting  most  poignant  anticipations  of  a  horrid  future,  at  least  in  falling 
short  of  blissful  rewards. 

What  picture  is  more  horrid  than  this,  philosopher  ? 

No  wonder  the  dealer  in  peculiar  faith  should  avoid  philosophy  to  decide  on  its  mer- 
its ;  troth  courts  the  lieht.  What  can  wipe  away  these  stains  of  peculiar  faith,  existent 
for  so  many  ages?  Nothing  but  its  entire  extinction.  Of  what  sect  or  creed  is  your 
&ith?  The  orthodox.  Now  we  hear  you.  What  is  the  orthodox?  The  right 
thisking. 

If  language  mean  any  thing,  orthodox  must  be  the  rational.  What  does  the  rational 
ioToke  to  suppress  all  these  difficulties  but  mind  and  reason,  most  comprehensively  and 
philosophically  ?   Orthodox  can  only  be  rational, and  that  impeaches  peculiar  faith  forever. 

If  oar  belief  be  as  good  as  God  can  make  it,  who  can  make  it  any  better  ?  What 
does  that  teach  but  a  right  use  of  a  rightly  educated  mind  ?    That  is  infallible  orthodoxy. 

The  position  of  peculiar  antagonism  is  from  peculiar  faith.  Rational  orthodoxy  is 
legitimate,  and  treats  antagonism  with  contempt. 

Peculiar  faith  looks  to  messiahships,  to  which  perverted  tradition  pretends.  Can  this 
be  right? 

She  has  four  gods  or  more,  and  many  demi-gods.  As  to  polytheism,  her  creed  is  an 
abomination  before  the  Great  First  Cause.  Instead  of  her  hideous  peculiar  favors, 
nperior  wisdom  is  shown  by  God  in  giving  light,  more  or  less,  to  all,  in  the  beauty  of 
■implieity  and  the  strength  of  safety,  if  mind  act  as  mind  should  before  God. 

Now  where,  mortal,  would  have  been  thy  blessings  had  God  been  a  peculiar  god, 
giTing  peculiar  favors?  All  greatness  and  goodness  would  have  been  in  abeyance  to 
contingency.     The  god  of  p|olytheism  never  could  have  been  a  creator ;  that  is  certain. 

Tnumnel  neither  mind  with  peculiar  notions  nor  God  with  peculiar  libels.  Pecn- 
hahty  bespeaks  the  rankest  absurdity,  the  most  impotent  imbecility. 

Do  ye  of  peculiar  faith  believe  that  all  others  of  their  peculiar  faith  will  be  saved, 
after  worshipping  God  Almighty  to  the  best  of  their  lights  of  that  faith  ? 

Your  answer,  affirmative  or  negative,  condemns  you  all. 

If  you  say  that  they  cannot  be  saved  on  account  of  that  faith,  then  yon  are  inrolTtd 
in  that  category,  for  no  peculiar  faith  can  be  orthodox,  infallible,  honest,  or  tnie. 
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What  sareB  you?  Because  yon  are  Christian,  Mahomedan,  BTahmin,  Monmia, 
Bhuddist,  or  Pagan  1 

Which  of  these,  or  any  analogous  peculiar  faith,  is  orthodox  ?  Apply  the  right  and 
only  truthfol  test,  not  pecaliar  faith  opinion.  Honest  rational  truth  condemns  all  for 
ever. 

Do  you,  or  any  of  these,  represent  rational  religion  ?  If  not,  then  none  are  orthodox, 
none  correct. 

Time  was  when  God  took  the  will  for  the  deed,  but  this  cannot  now  apply  to  those 
knowing  better. 

Peculiar  faith  winds  itself  up  erery  way  in  innumerable  tiroes  by  its  constant  sophis- 
try, untruth,  absurdities,  contradictions  without  end,  its  predestinations  without  jnslice, 
&c.,.  in  its  bible  of  tradition. 

Are  not  its  professors  of  weU  raised  character  ashamed  of  all  such  ? 

With  what  impudent  assurance  and  reckless  effrontery  can  they  knowingly  face  their 
God,  who  proTided  for  all  generations  of  mind  prior  to  all  messiahsliips. 

If  God  did  it  as  he  has  alwajrs  surely  done,  and  will  forever,  by  what  untruth  wiH 
they  persist  in  undoing  his  work,  that  condemns  forever  all  arbitrary  dynasties  of  mes- 
siahs,  invented  in  books  ? 

Is  the  untruth  any  more  sacred  in  a  book  than  in  the  mouth  of  men  ?  Is  it  any  more 
consequential  because  these  legend-books  add  the  crime  of  curses  on  mind  for  refusing 
them  as  false,  and  seeking  the  solemn  troth  elsewhere  1 

All  this  needs  reformation ;  but  no  impsrtant  reformation  will  do  short  of  eonaer- 
▼ative  revolution. 

The  god  of  peculiar  faith  is  not  the  God  of  reason;  that  is  clear. 

Reason  does  not  know  any  other  than  rational  religion.  She  cannot  know  pecnlijEr 
&ith  before  God  and  man,  as  there  can  be  no  such  reagions  faith. 

All  such  is  the  faith  of  superstition. 

The  light  of  the  age  requires  rational  religion,  as  the  only  right  and  just  religion  of 
the  universe. 

If  there  be  any  other  faith,  it  is  unsound,  and  has  unsound  basis. 

Whatever  is  deficient  is  erroneous.  All  peculiar  faith  is  deficient,  and  mnst  therefore 
be  ruled  out. 

All  sectarian  creeds  rest  onHhe  genius  of  some  mortal,  are  carried  out  by  the  vaaaal- 
age  of  his  followers,  who  submit  to  his  pretensions,  that  however  conned^  to  custom, 
must  be  finally  all  absorbed  by  greneral  principles. 

What  myriads  of  immortal  souls  have  not  sought  a  faith  worthy  of  them  and  their 
Immortal  Creator  for  the  best  of  a  life-time,  without  attaining  anything  at  ail  of  all  pe- 
culiar faiths  known  to  them,  or  only  the  veriest  trash,  unworthy  of  a  serious  thought  1 

They  have  been  wofully  deceived  as  far  as  the  preacher's  statements  went,  as  they 
could  never  attain  anything  worthy  of  God. 

Such  in  the  sincerest  consciousness  of  the  souPs  dignity  have  had  to  conclude  that 
God  alone  is  the  giver  of  every  good,  the  author  of  all  that  is  good,  that  elicits  good 
out  of  apparent  evil,  by  his  principles  that  vindicate  themselves,  or  right  evil  conse- 
quences. 

But  some  may  affect  to  think,  that  the  system  of  peculiar  creed  had  best  be  carried 
out  in  this  wicked  world,  to  keep  the  people  rightly  to  the  point,  else  there  would  be  no 
living  for  most,  therefore  the  idea  of  a  hell,  with  all  its  potent  machinery,  must  be  held 
up  in  esipecial  reserve.     This  is  the  worst  of  bad  doctrine. 

Man  is  a  rational  being  and  must  believe  in  rational  principles,  therefore  must  have 
rational  religion  and  nothing  less,  consequently  must  be  truthful,  honest,  libeml,  just, 
and  ever  seek  to  exercise  the  best  construction  of  sound,  honest,  proper  sense. 

The  rational  being  must  certainly  reflect  on  his  obligation,  though  the  preachers  or 
expounders  of  gospel  doctrines  acknowledge  this,  yet  when  their  peculiar  faith  is  touched, 
they  fly  off  this  only  position  that  justifies  all  professions  of  fai^. 

Now  this  clearly  proves,  that  most  men  do  not  know  their  own  minds  about  religion. 

On  this  principle  all  the  advocates,  priests,  and  preachers,  are  entirely  wound  np  and 
silenced. 

All  people  of  all  peculiar  faith  do  not  know  what  they  do  believe  in,  and  if  they  ma 
out  their  doctrines  they  will  find  them  and  their  bibles  clash  in  their  peculiarities  from 
which  particular  sects  arise,  thus  no  peculiar  faith  can  stand  before  God  and  his  works, 
the  highest  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  and  the  only  material  substance  of  things  hoped 
for. 

Despite  of  all  peculiar  systems  of  faith,  false  positions  and  gods,  the  world  advances 

in  improvement,  thanks  to  the  superintendence  of  a  Providence  universal,  not  peculiar. 

All  this  is  recognised  by  rational  religion,  that  feels  bound  for  the  greatest  amount  of 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


PECULIAR  FAITH— PAQANISU.  SOf 

mod  on  principles  that  must  be  advaiiced  and  taught,  to  sfiTe  the  minority  of  the  world 
&om  gross  errors  and  their  penalties. 

Where  would  be  the  conservative  state  of  mind  of  mankind  in  general,  if  it  had  oni- 
rcrsallj  to  depend  on  the  belief,  the  faith  of  any  one  tradition  ?  Ruined  at  once  and 
forever.  Be  grateful  that  you  have  a  God  of  the  universe  to  adore,  not  several  pecu- 
liar gods  to  contemn. 

Peculiar  faith  is  nowhere,  religion  is  everywhere,  and  represents  truly  an  Omnipre- 
sent  God. 

How  vain  is  the  effort  to  fix  on  creeds,  that  do  not  comprehend  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion vast  as  the  universe. 

There  can  be  no  safe  platform,  on  other  than  rational  basis. 

Creeds  short  of  full  comprehension,  result  in  vain  pretences. 

The  whole  matter  returns  to  duty  and  that,  mind  teaches  as  the  most  useful  learning, 
the  best  to  live  and  die  by. 

The  small  circle  .of  eminent  and  conscientious  preachers  can  estimate  this,  as  an  un- 
deniable principle. 

What  delusions,  terrible  indeed,  has  fancy  painted  by  her  creation  sad  fiction  of  heU, 
that  premises  predestination,  and  excludes  responsibility ! 

Everything  has  to  be  reduced  to  the  standard  of  reason  in  the  universe,  else  Univer- 
salism  would  give  us  all  kinds  of  mixed  spirits  in  the  holy  abode  of  Deitf ,  in  the  same 
eompany,  as  if  God  was  not  just  to  the  best  aspirations  of  the  purest  who  could  not 
aoociate  rightly  with  all  kinds  of  characters* 

Uoivetsalism,  when  rational,  is  a  part  of  rational  religion,  and  will  graduate  penalties 
as  rewards  proportionately  to  individual  merits.  Purification  will  prepare  all  for  final 
abodes  of  parity. 

Wherever  peculiar  faith  stands,  sophistry  upholds  her,  and  wherever  sophistry 
is  studied,  she  misleads,  and  prevents  all  that  fly  from  truth  reaching  substantial  at- 
taliimeats. 

Where  fancy  and  ingenuity  are  studied  for  cunning,  good  sense  is  needed.  Indi* 
ndtials,  personally,  may  be  respected,  how  much  soever  they  may  be  deluded  by  pecu« 
Oar  faith;  but  intelligent  freemen  must  condemn  palpable  errors,  of  all  doctrines. 

What  wise  mind  will  not  perceive  the  false  security  under  faith,  when  omnipotent 
Rason  is  not  left  free  to  combat  it  ? 

All  iotelligent  minds  see  that  reason  is  proscribed  by  the  whole  clan  of  priestoeracy, 
who  have  not  the  very  thing  they  affect  to  respect — a  liberal  soul.  Where  is  the  end 
to  all  tbe  stupid  ignorance  of  peculiar  faith  ?  Among  its  monomaniacal  notions,  is  the 
destruction  of  this  world. 

If  itSDecuUar  God,  that  made  this  the  principal  sphere,  and  the  rest  for  its  lights,  was 
the  Goa  of  our  creation,  then  it  would  speedily  perish ;  but  the  God  of  the  universe 
made  it 

How,  then,  can  this  world  be  destroyed !  Libels  will  not  afiect  its  perpetuity.  The 
qoestios  will  be  as  wisely  put,  as  to  the  destruction  of  the  universe,  therefore  why  not 
ask  if  the  universe  will  not  be  destroyed  1  Can  a  wise  mind  believe  such  nonsense? 
This  position  of  destruction  is  allied  and  identified  with  other  fictions  of  world-governors, 
alos  world-botchers.  It  may  be  put  in  the  same  categoiy  with  heli,  purgatory, 
devils,  spirits,  ghosts,  witches,  and  other  characters,  communing  with  mortals  as  me»- 
sesger  angels.  The  sooner  we  get  rid  of  all  this  abominable  nonsense  of  mythology, 
the  better. 

It  is  worse  than  vulgar,  it  is  demoralizing,  to  maintain  all  this  machinery  of  supersti* 
tioo.  All  the  worlds  of  such  fictions  will  of  course  perish,,  with  all  their  peculiar  faith. 
Mind  is  slave  enough,  by  self-delusion  of  ignorance,  to  be  degraded  by  all  the  errois  of 
^Ise  faiths,  and  have  parts  of  the  world  tortured  by  fear,  exciting  by  even  present-day 
false  prophecies  of  its  destruction. 

Thjfi  is  an  age  of  science,  and  her  legitimate  functions,  as  God^s  noble  inspiration  of 
mind  should  be  credited. 

This,  and  many  other  follies  are  impiously  kepi  up,  to  uphold  past  errors  of  ignorant 
writea. 

Philosophy  would  get  the  better  of  superstition,  if  mind  would  do  its  duty,  and  lay 
uide  the  pretence  of  sophistry  for  the  substance  of  truth.  An  enlightened  philosophy 
and  astronomy  would  tell  us,  that  the  earth  could  not  be  wholly  covered  by  water  at  this 
nine  time. 

There  is  a  certain  level  of  water  at  present ;  where,  then,  could  there  be  water  to 
^luge  the  world  from  the  water-level  to  the  extreme  height  of  mountains  ? 

All  must  see  the  absurdity  of  a  universal  deluge,  if  they  see  at  all,  or  can  reason  at 
all,  on  the  rotundity  of  the  earth.    To  suppose  it  possible,  we  must  take  the  ignorance 
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of  the  ancients,  "vrho  supposed  it  one  vast  plane.  Of  course  this  prores  it  a  false  posz- 
tion,  for  the  rotundity  of  the  globe,  with  a  httle  variation,  ia  well  established,  bigot 
sophists  will  pretend  that  now^  the  destruction  of  the  earth  is  to  be  made  by  water  or 
fire.  We  have  considered  the  impossibility  of  the  first,  as  the  inherent  earthly  character 
cannot  permit  water  to  afifect  a  universal  deluge. 

Water  would  have  to  come  from  some  other  sphere,  but  God^s  beautiful  harmony  of* 
order  does  not  permit  that  sphere  to  be  so  accommodating,  as  that  would  leave  it  in  a 
state  of  injury  most  essential. 

It  is  a  wonder  if  those  old  writers  ever  appreciated  God  as  the  author,  much  less  the 
providence  of  the  universe.  They  could  never  have  had  a  right  conception  of  such  God. 
Their  god  was  a  little  god,  of  one  world,  and  that  the  earth ;  and  that  earth  beHttled, 
as  a  plane,  with  the  winds  at  the  four  comers.  This  god  had  heavens  above,  but  nf> 
where  else,  when  the  bible  of  tradition  was  written  ;  of  course  this  peculiar  god  is  the 
god  of  a  hemisphere  of  heavens,  for  the  sun  moved  round  the  earth  to  light  it  * 

The  God  of  the  universe  was  thus  dwarfed  to  the  god  of  a  hemisphere  of  heavens, 
and  yet  those  who  do  know  better,  avow  this  infamous  book  to  be  right. 

A  worse  libel  never  was  conceived  of  God,  except  to  rival  him  with  the  god  of  eviU 

The  mere  school-boy  of  reason,  wonld  never  have  consecrated  such  a  god,  while  his 
first  thought  could  not  miss  the  God  of  the  universe  under  the  lights  of  mind  matured  in 
philosophical  astronomy. 

The  water  may  encroach  on  land,  and  land  on  water,  but  there  can  be  no  nnirersal 
deluge  under  the  present  form  of  this  spherical  or  spheroidal  globe. 

But  as  the  ancients  thought  it  fiat,  the  bible-bigots  would  swear  their  thonghts  were 
right,  because  the  book  says  the  deluge  was  universal,  by  waters  on  the  whole  earth. 
Water  might  easily,  then  it  was  thought,  deluge  a  plane.  But  the  spheroidal  figure  of 
the  earth  disproves  then  the  bible,  in  the  essential  nature  of  Providence,  who  demon- 
strates himself  the  creative  and  preservative  faculty.  But  after  thousands  of  years  of 
mind-torture  about  deluges,  the  fire  is  now  to  consume  the  earth,  the  botches  think.  Is 
this  stable  earth  never  to  rest  from  the  reckless  nonsense  of  superstition  ?  Must  all 
its  pleasures,  it  hopes  and  treasures,  be  all  sacrificed  to  its  insatiate  appetite  1  Is  that 
to  devour  by  its  jugglery,  all  that  is  hir  of  mind  ?  All  that  is  noble,  of  God  the 
Creator  1 

Vet  matter  cannot  be  annihilated,  nor  fiy  out  of  the  attraction  of  gravitation,  one  of 
mighty  conservative  principles.  Did  all  the  ignorant,  stupid  priestocracy,  ever  think 
of  all  this,  once  1 

Why  then  should  it  be  vitiated  by  the  God  that  created  it.  Fire  has  constant  sweep 
in  volcanoes,  that  throw  out  melted  lava,  &c.,  and  yet  we  have  no  consumption. 

Who  can  say  after  seeing  the  action  of  fire  in  the  earth  solidifying  and  rendering  it 
more  compact,  after  driving  off  the  water  or  moisture,  that  the  earth  can  be  consumed 
by  fire  in  connection  with  its  own  oxygen  ?  On  what  principle  can  the  eternal  fire  of 
earth  find  existence  without  oxygen,  the  supporter  of  combustion,  or  why  if  existent  at 
earth's  creation,  has  it  not  already  shown  its  action  thus  supported? 

Shall  man  in  his  utter  ignorance,  add  disgraceful  error,  and  continue  to  hbel  God  for 
his  noblest  principles  of  conservation,  the  very  internal  means  so  dreaded  ? 

Let  the  ignorant  hide  their  peculiar  faith  before  man,  nor  dare  vulgar  libete  before 
God. 

Independent  of  all  this,  where  is  the  balance  equipoise  of  the  earth,  in  regard  to  the 
rest  of  our  solar  system,  and  where  are  the  conservative  principles  of  the  universe  U> 
be  affected,  when  its  equipoise  is  affected  by  derangement  of  solar  systems? 

But  did  these  petty  priests  ever  know,  that  a  single  world  was  in  existence,  but  thia 
earth? 

And  if  this  derangement  take  place  in  the  physical,  what  must  be  the  chaos  in  the 
moral  universe,  if  its  ruler  only  relax  for  the  idle  dreams  of  whimsical  botches  ? 

Who  is  worthy  to  uphold  the  sceptre  of  his  Almighty  hand,  that  commands  die 
organs  of  light,  before  whom,  darkness  cannot  dwell  ? 

Monotheism  coald  not  exhaust  tlus  endless  theme. 

How  unwise  is  the  sectarian  feeling  of  peculiar  faith  towards  all  sects  not  its  own,  in 
claiming  to  be  orthodox  or  infallible,  a  position  perfectly  unattainable  by  it !  Sectarian* 
ism  on  thia  special  plea  alone,  excludes  the  idea  of  religion,  and  destroys  all  principle. 
But  peculiar  systems  of  faith  engender  hypocrisy,  deceit  and  perjury,  most  assuredly^ 
among  too  many  of  its  votaries. 

All  its  hierarchy  and  prdacy  tend  to  corruption,  by  speculation,  one  of  the  worst  of 
temptations,  and  individuals  are  only  exempt  therefrom  by  just  inspirations  of  inherent 
elements  of  rational  religion,  that  will  display  signally  its  noble  spirit,  unless  too  deeplj 
sileaced  by  complete  treaobery  to  oonsoieiice. 
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When  there  is  no  chieflainship  in  pecnliar  faith  speculation,  there  can  be  no  serfdom 
for  collusion  and  oppression  in  any  form  with  state. 

Let  then  mind  in  its  purity  extricate  itself  from  vassalage  to  such  things,  that  may 
otherwise  govern  it. 

If  peculiar  faiths  cannot  respect  each  other,  how  can  rational  religion,  which  they 
have  usurped  respect  them  ? 

The  Chrisiian,  Bhuddist,  Mahomedan,  Brahmin,  Mormon  and  Pagan  faith,  is  all  pecu- 
liar, aod  lU  in  this  category. 

Their  own  sects,  of  Sie  same  peculiar  faith,  hate,  and  have  warred  with  each  other, 
time  after  time,  to  the  horror  and  ruin  of  the  world,  and  their  utter  disgrace. 

How  loog  will  all  this  superstition  involve  mankind  in  its  difficulties  and  troubles,  its 
permanent  conteats  and  conflicts  ? 

Fatal  wars,  for  hundreda  of  years,  have  prevailed  for  these  faiths. 

How  many  continental  wars  of  the  world  have  been  surely  aroused  on  the  score  of 
iuaticism  and  bigotry  ? 

How  much  of  the  noblest,  general  good  feeling,  has  been  sacrificed  the  world  over  ? 

We  have  recently  seen  hierarchal  absolutism  affecting  conservatism  by  the  sword 
aod  bayonet,  when  popular  conservation,  governmental  and  religious,  rest  on  principles, 
that  peacefully  vindicate  themselves. 

Shall  force  and  tyranny  overwhelm  man^s  reason  for  ever  on  this  account,  that  ought 
to  bring  eternal  blessings  instead  of  curses  1 

Better  let  all  the  forms  of  peculiar  faith  die  the  death  of  the  felon,  than  have  man- 
kind cursed  and  crushed  in  this  form. 

What  a  pity  it  is,  that  superstition,  under  so  many  promising  forms,  should  still  affect 
Qun.  by  reason  of  those  interested  in  upholding  it  for  profits ;  that  all  chief  actors  in 
the  faith-drama  have  alienated,  usurped,  and  monopolized  the  proper  rights  due  to  the 
pore  Deity  alone. 

Hierarchy  or  priestcraftship  has  existed  more  or  less  in  all  its  crafliness  and  abso- 
lutism, in  all  ages  of  man  known  to  us,  in  all  the  vile  forms  of  superstition,  terrible  by 
i's  effusion  of  the  blood  of  human  victims,  or  disgusting  by  the  sacrifice  of  animals,  ra- 
pacious for  spoils,  and  ferocious  for  murder. 

Her  tyranny,  that  malign  passions  could  arouse,  has  enslaved  and  degraded  the 
homaQ  mind  under  the  falsest  pretences,  and  the  most  assuming  disguises. 

Her  impiety  all  over  the  world,  whether  Roman,  Greek  or  Protestant,  Christian  or 
Bhuddist,  Mahomedan  or  Brahmin,  Judaism,  Mormonism  or  Paganism,  that  dares 
2ftail  the  immaculate  purity  and  attributes  of  Deity,  and  ignorantly  or  insidiously 
issumes  doctrines  to  libel  his  government  of  the  universe,  should  be  indignantly  rebuked 
and  silenced  before  rational  religion,  that  has  been  so  vilely  imposed  upon. 

Vile  impostors  all,  of  any  peculiar  faith,  that  pretend  to  this  degraded  impiety  of 
libeliog  God. 

Those  who  cannot  analyze  thoughts,  as  few  of  the  world  know  what  original  thought 
is.  or  where  it  leads,  much  less  what  it  comprehends,  are  not  to  be  condemned  as  the 
c^!»pience-hardened  offenders,  in  this  offensive  position  of  peculiar  faith. 

But  all  are  to  be  condemned  if  they  will  not  trouble  themselves  to  discover  and 
Ktnct  the  error  of  their  ways.  Enough  is  now  before  the  world  for  rational  mind  to 
2{»nreciate  rational  religion. 

Where  peculiar  faith  dwells,  there  is  little  reason,  and  where  there  is  little  rational 
r^Ii^on,  there  is  little  honesty  in  the  world.  The  social  frame-work  of  the  world  needs 
the  best  regeneration  of  rationality. 

What  surety  has  the  world  on  this  basis  from  disturbance  ? 

If  disturbed  by  force,  neither  principle  nor  anything  else,  can  reinstate  its  equilibrium. 
It  most  be  revolutionized  for  the  world  to  get  right. 

Peculiar  faith  leads  to  inextricable  difficulties,  duly  estimated  in  the  empire  of  reason. 

In  the  empire  of  pecnliar  faith,  the  idea  is  that  power  domineera  in  its  day«  and  reci- 
ptDcity  of  the  favor  is  right. 

Infallibility  belongs  to  her  every  claimant,  but  to  none  in  fact,  as  religion  cannot  be 
f^n  for  pecnliar  faith  of  the  Hindoo,  Pagan,  the  Mussulman,  the  Juggernaut,  and  all 
<>thets  who  dispate  the  palm  on  their  basis. 

We  are  infiulible  but  you  are  wrong,  is  said  by  nations.  So  say  the  Protestants  and 
RomaiusiB  to  each  other. 

The  only  milleniom  will  be  the  union  of  all  in  one  faith,  through  the  God  of  mind. 

Mind  will  conduct  that  afifair  better  than  armies,  for  it  is  God*s  decree. 

Men  will  be  thus,  and  never  otherwise,  united. 

l-nireraal  faith  depends  on  universal  reason,  and  must  be  in  a  Being  not  mistakabic, 
io  vhom  all  feel  concerned,  and  this  exalted  faith  will  be  for  all  a  precedent. 
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Wd  should  have  all  neareat  right  in  most  matters  at  once,  on  that  equitable  and  ia^s- 
pensable  basis. 

There  is  always  the  utmost  necessity  of  strict  integrity  of  honest  and  tnithfiil  rdi- 
gion,  that  can  promote  proper  compliance  with  all  the  relations  of  life. 

This  is  the  base  of  a  sound  public  opinion  that  should  correct  the  world,  as  the  best 
of  all  tribunals. 

But  piety  is  shocked  if  anything  is  advanced  against  peculiar  faith  1  That  is  all  the 
affectation  of  hypocrisy.     Bigots  of  peculiar  faith  obstinately  refuse  the  tuition  of  reason. 

We  advance  nothing  but  the  true  piety  and  morality  of  God^s  rational  institutions, 
for  the  good  not  only  of  our  fellow  citizens  but  of  mankind.  We  demand  that  justice  be 
done  the  subject,  and  tliat  you  prove  all  your  positions,  if  you  dissent.  All  must  see 
eventually  what  deplorable  injury  all  the  systems  of  peculiar  faith  produce,  but  for 
God^s  light  of  mind  that  enlighteneth  all  the  rational  part  of  mankind. 

As  habit  of  thought  is  by  education,  surely  that  cannot  be  right  by  sectarian  faith. 

The  different  sects  of  iaith-superstition  contend  all  of  them  most  p^issionately  about 
creedsy  that  they  if  wise  would  care  less  about  than  fur  the  power  to  be  secured. 

What  profit  can  false  faiths  and  messiahs  do  the  world?  All  the  sectarian  vievs 
of  all  the  creeds  can  never  establish  the  proper  principles  of  religion — never. 

Their  disagreement  at  once  shows  this  the  general  error. 

Any  one  that  is  trammeled  in  absolute  rights  by  customs  obsolete  by  false  position, 
serving  and  watching  the  signs  of  the  times,  is  no  man,  certainly  no  American. 

Too  many  are  misled  by  the  false  pretences  of  others,  their  crude  opinions,  designs 
and  vicious  leadings. 

Such  are  some  of  the  serious  humbugs  of  the  world.  It  takes  proper  independence 
of  mind,  to  be  obtained  by  a  suitable  education  of  science,  free  and  unbiased  by  errors 
and  unfettered  by  profits  and  emoluments  to  resist  them. 

How  can  you  reconcile  sectarians  on  their  basis,  that  has  no  foundation  of  science 
and  philosophy,  the  hands  of  the  eternal  God? 

What  wise  and  good  citizen  will  feel  an  iota  for  peculiar  faith,  when  the  paramount 
question  of  mind^s  freedom  is  awaiting  solution  ? 

What  is  peculiar  or  church  faith  worth  before  the  august  tribunal  of  mind  ? 

Peculiar  faith  relies  on  sophistry,  and  always  comes  short  of  God. 

Mind  may  analyze  this  position  in  all  its  common  treasury,  and  must,  if  sound,  elicit 
this  fact,  but  the  human  mind  is  so  sophisticated  now  by  peculiar  faitli  that  the  truth 
cannot  be  got  at  it  readily  !  and  where  does  such  faith  throw  the  responsibility  1  Before 
the  rightful  tribunal  of  God. 

Have  its  followers  ever  reached  the  dignity  of  faith  in  a  God  supreme,  that  rules  the 
universe  ? 

Have  they  ever  mastered  the  greatest  of  wisdom,  in  the  powers  of  analysis,  or 
senselessly  followed  others  ?  Peculiar  faith  cannot  possibly  be  religion,  but  most  be  a 
great  humbug  where  it  is  not  a  known  treachery,  lieligion  rests  on  eternal  principles 
of  an  eternal  God,  confiding  in  no  mortal  or  messiah  individuality. 

Sectarianism  is  the  exponent  of  peculiar  faith ;  that  proves  the  hate  of  sects  and  de- 
nies the  love  that  has  been  advanced  as  proof  of  religious  feeling. 

Be  done  with  this  murderous  faith,  that  has  such  pretences  as  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
demoniacal  possession,  and  give  priestocracy  the  command  over  mind  in  its  most  deli- 
cate relations  :  that  regards  their  altar  as  the  place  or  part  of  the  machinery  for  the 
mind,  as  important  for  conversion. 

We  object  against  the  propagation  and  colonization  of  any  doctrines  of  peculiar  faith, 
of  any  church  apologist  of  absolutism  that  spares  neither  age  nor  sex  and  renders  parti- 
sans pensioners. 

When  peculiar  faith  rails  at  science  and  philosophy,  it  is  a  certainty  that  it  has  super- 
seded them  by  sophistry. 

Falsehood  or  sophistry  is  the  gangrene  of  all  society.  What  is  worse  1  It  is  the 
agent  of  absolutism  in  its'  worst  state. 

Under  cover  of  sophistry  and  casuistry,  mjnriads  are  lost  or  rendered  miserable  about 
trifles  of  faith,  that  supersedes  all  the  noblest  traits  and  essence  of  rational  religion. 

Peculiar  faith,  as  all  church  faith  is,  the  counterfeit  of  rational  religion,  as  mes- 
siahs, are  the  counterfeits  of  the  God  of  the  universe. 

How  difficult  is  it  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  bigotry.  Descartes  removed  the 
canopy  of  the  upper  firmament,  and  disclosed  to  the  vulgar  gaze,  the  universe. 

Thus  it  is  that  science  and  philosophy  alone  can  remove  bigotry,  that  keeps  company 
with  dotardism. 

We  have  to  learn  their  teaching  in  the  various  good  schools  of  the  world,  and  profit 
by  all  that  is  valuable. 
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AD  tliis  time  there  is  open  or  latent  marked  hostility  of  sects  of  peculiar  faith,  the  un- 
der cnrreot  of  feeling  being  most  malignant,  only  kept  back  by  mind. 

Can  soch  rest  on  fundamental  principles  of  right  and  justice  in  religion,  that  has  no 
sQch  mind-mark  of  sect  at  all,  that  knows  no  sect,  no  peculiarity  in  this  world  ?  If 
any  (kith  has  sect  it  proves  to  be  the  counterfeit,  the  spurious  mark  of  religion. 

However  races  differ  in  color,  mind  and  body,  they  are  all  from  God,  who  has  no 
distioction  of  persons,  but  as  distinguished  on  principles  of  honest  and  truthful  deeds  of 
life. 
It  is  tbe  mark  that  false  faith  for  ever  creates,  that  sect  shall  be  against  sect. 
Ali  orer  the  world,  race,  kith  and  kindred  differ  about  this  thing  of  faith,  that  can- 
not  be  peculiar  but  universal  from  God. 

They  differ  in  non-essentials,  in  iostitotions  of  worship,  of  doctrine,  whether  of  the 
week  or  the  sabbath,  because  that  may  cause  sectarianism  which  is  the  negative  of  ra- 
tional religion,  therefore  a  curse  and  an  evil. 

If  language  have  its  legitimate  meaning  that  all  candid  minds  must  give  it,  then  we 
bzre  an  odious  system  of  polytheism  in  the  world,  and  if  the  plurality  of  gods  was  con- 
fined to  the  invisible  world,  then  all  would  be  less  objectionable,  but  an  unholy  alliance 
of  man  in  all  the  shapes  of  power  that  self-interest  could  create,  and  self-delusion  of  the 
multitude  would  permit,  has  fastened  its  fangs  upon  the  worthiest  traits  of  society,  and 
is  perpetrating  its  odious  and  insidious  poison  in  every  breath. 

An  odious  abstraction  of  just  rights  has  perpetrated  the  inception,  that  misleads  mind 
from  giving  due  credit  for  its  religion  to  God  the  governor  of  the  universe. 
It  is  the  thing  itself,  not  its  name,  that  offends. 
Man  for  his  false  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  must  do  rank  injustice. 
With  sectarians  God  does  all — ^that  is  of  principle.     What  is  wrong  is  theirs.     Yet 
they  acknowledge  predestinarians  as  the  most  rigid  are,  that  mind  must  work,  and  that 
tiie  messiah  works ! 

What  absord  contradictions,  to  disorganize  the  foundation  pillar,  accountability,  that 
God  has  instituted  for  the  good  of  all,  else  he  never  made  free  agency.  But  pecnliar 
^th  then  is  an  usurper  and  pirate,  if  it  dare  to  usurp  truth  and  honesty.  But  peculiar 
iiutb  only  asks  to  make  her  impression  on  mind^s  credulity.  It  is  her  function  of  pros- 
titution ;  and  she  uses  her  capital.  ^ 
Bigotry  is  united  with  peculiar  faith ;  both  are  degrading. 

What  is  bigotry  but  the  obstinate  adherence  to  peculiar  faith  and  superstition.  Ra- 
tional minds  will  correct  their  own  errors. 

We  are  compelled,  as  rational  beings,  to  have  the  reason  of  truth,  instead  of  the 
sophistry  of  superstitions  faith,  that  stretches  conscience  beyond  all  probabilities  and 
reason.    What  can  faith  do  ?    What  has  it  ever  done  worthy  of  mind,  independent  of 
reuon  and  truth,  with  the  human  mind  ? 
W'e  ask  for  manly  and  suitable  proof,  that  rationality  accepts. 

Is  it  not  the  perquisite  of  office  and  profit  that  stretches  faith  ?  Peculiar  faith  doctrine 
b  the  world-iniquity  and  curse. 

W'hat  peculiar  faith  having  union  of  church  and  state  from  the  time  of  the  old  sooth- 
■ayers,  who  had  to  be  consulted  necessarily  if  they  were  to  be  believed,  to  the  present 
date,  ever  benefited  the  world  1 
But  who  can  appreciate  the  curses  therefrom  arising  1 

W^hat  do  we  need  of  peculiar  faith  for  **  The  high  bishop  to  have  a  procession,  the 
I     people  falling  upon  their  faces  and  bowing  down  to  a  man  ?"    Blasphemy  most  intolera- 
ble ;  mind-vassalage  most  disgraceful. 

Can  any  mind  of  worth,  dignity,  and  freedom  possibly  perceive  any  necessity  for  all 
this? 
W'hat  shall  compensate  for  all  this  manly  sacrifice  ?    Gorgeous  shows,  paintings,  and 
I     chttTches  towering  in  the  air ;  but  mind,  noble  representative  of  Deity,  grovelling  in  the 
I     dost  of  iniquity  and  ignorance  ! 

Do  all  the  bribes  of  such  prostitution  compensate  for  the  vices  and  degradation. 
The  first  act  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  that  produce  necessarily  false  systems,  is  to  defraud 
tbe  Afanighty  Creator  of  his  attributes,  reducing  him  to  a  demi-god,  or  partial,  peculiar 
god,  divested  of  his  intrinsic  powers  for  the  degraded  vicegerentships  of  man-power, 
usurped  most  blasphemously. 

The  second  act,  of  course,  can  be  nothing  less  than  to  cheat  mind  of  its  attributes, 
divest  it  of  its  innate  and  intrinsic  powers,  deny  their  legitimate  potency,  and  basely  sub- 
,    ititute  man*a  pretences,  and  mock  necessary  aids,  that  are  detrimental  to  the  whole 
£uDily  of  interests,  and  the  whole  human  fainily. 

What  a  prostitution  of  mind^s  virtues  and  tdents,  on  trash !  What  an  outrage  upon 
the  rights  of  the  Creator  and  his  universe. 
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He  that  is  hypocrite  to  God  must  be  hostile  to  raan^s  good. 

The  deplorable  consequence  tells  on  mind,  kept  back  thousands  of  years  from  its  tine 
greatness,  subject  to  all  the  lacerations  of  miserable  misrule,  and  most  vdcked  policies 
of  tyranny ;  and  made  almost  to  crouch  e?en  in  the  days  of  its  regeneration,  and  of  its 
improving  appreciation. 

Never  can  peculiar  faith,  that  grew  out  of  superstition,  arise  in  minds  not  constituted 
therefor  :  then  must  not  this  position  and  constitution  yield  to  an  honest  faith  ?  Secta- 
rianism cannot  stand ;  it  must  fall. 

What  is  the  cause  if  you  dissent  one  iota,  that  you  do  not  address  children,  next  to 
infants  and  savages,  about  religion  ? 

Because  their  reason  is  not  matured  ripe  enough  for  suitable  fruit ;  the  fruit  and  tho 
attempt  would  be  green  indeed.  The  soil,  the  miiid,  must  be  prepared  for  tlie  seed. 
But  you  treat  the  matured  mind  like  that  of  infants,  and  deny  it  its  freest  legitimate 
exercise. 

Say  what  pretenders,  dolts  and  charlatans  can,  still  the  world  is  governed  by  reason, 
graduated  to  the  state  of  mind^s  capacity  for  its  reception. 

All  their  present  systems  of  faith  are  those  of  peculiar  notions,  and  are  like  those  of 
usurpers  in  medicine,  insufficient.  They  claim  to  think  and  act  for  rational  mind  and 
religion.     What  audacious  infamy  and  ielony. 

They  cannot  begin  to  meet  the  wants  of  mind  of  mankind  ;  but  their  advocates  wish 
to  monopolize  and  raise  up  antagonistic  powers  to  any  principle  that  seeks  to  present 
rational  impressions. 

What  a  spirit,  that  seeks  to  crush  the  best  ralue  of  mind  itself,  the  very  matter  in 
question  about  its  light  and  happiness. 

If  any  previous  system  had  been  discovered,  commanding  all  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  their  head,  short  of  God,  was  the  embodiment,  then  the  disciples  might  appropriate 
the  world  ;  but  up  to  the  present  time  all  claims  to  supreme  power  are  an  imposition. 
The  question  is  tlierefore  open  alone  to  God  the  Creator,  and  his  creatures. 

What  claims  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  religion,  are  valid  1  None.  What  claims  to 
that  of  a  new  creation,  are  worthy  of  notice  ?  None.  What  claims  are  there  any 
way  ?    None  but  those  of  an  impostor.     All  such  are  false. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  ^me  errors  may  occasionally  be  made  by  the  fewest,  but 
that  is  the  veriest  trifle  to  the  thousand  ills  irremediable  otherwise. 

Investigation  of  Romanism  discloses  inquisitions  of  horrid  deeds,  dark  and  bloody 
murders  of  many  of  the  human  family,  male  and  female.  For  what  ?  Can  any  at  the 
tribunal  of  mind,  answer  for  what  ?     Religion  that  is  rational  and  spiritual,  asks  for  what  ? 

The  worship  of  several  countries  under  that  peculiar  faith,  show  most  superstitious 
modes  of  worship  of  the  saints,  and  invocation  to  images,  prayers  for  the  dead,  celi- 
bacies,  vows,  sacraments,  public  prayer,  the  scriptures,  written  by  and  for  the  priestoc* 
racy,  to  command  their  dupes,  the  people,  the  only  rule  of  action  by  faith,  elaborated 
by  the  peculiar  views  of  absolutism,  myriads  of  fanatical  miracles  and  such  creeds. 
These  are  not  fit  for  animals,  much  less  rational  mind. 

Art,  intrigue  and  accident,  supply  peculiar  faith,  that  of  course,  does  not  depend  on 
truth. 

It  had  been  a  wonder  that  peculiar  faith  had  not  corrupted  the  world  much  worse, 
but  for  the  existence  of  a  God  who  rules  creation. 

Then  the  existence  of  the  God  of  nature,  prevents  the  existence  of  any  miracles. 

Peculiar  faith  is  governed  in  its  ideas  of  right  and  wrong,  bj  the  course  of  the  mes- 
siah  founders,  not  by  the  principles  of  God.  Priestocracy  edicts,  false  pretences  are  to 
govern  the  world.  Wonderful  legislation  and  government,  that !  It  does  not  regard 
the  development  of  mind  in  all  the  richness  of  its  faculties,  as  it  arose  in  the  darkness 
of  the  past,  when  topics  and  ideas  were  meagre,  the  people  illiterate  and  ignorant,  and 
mind  was  vassal.  What  pretence  can  such  faith  claim  to  mind^s  hght,  when  it  depends 
to  propagate  its  doctrines  on  mind^s  darkness  ? 

Why  is  there  antagonism  in  peculiar  faith ;  is  there  in  mind  ? 

Antagonism  to  truth,  cannot  exist  in  mind  uncorrupted  by  peculiar  faith,  as  the  pur- 
pose of  deity  gives  mind  that  is  rational,  adhesion,  love  and  fondness  for  facts  and 
truth.  When  mind  has  antagonism  to  correct  views,  it  is  because  it  has  not  self- 
government,  nor  proper  government  of  principles. 

This  is  easily  proved,  as  principles  do  not  clash,  hence  Bectananism,  Roman,  Greek, 
or  Protestant,  is  radically  wrong. 

Mere  reformation  does  little,  where  conservativo  revolution  is  needed  to  exchange 
the  radical  basis. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  putting  themselves  down  better  than  others  can,  that  is,  God 
does  it. 
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A  man  pots  himself  down,  nobody  else  can,  if  he  be  right  Principles  uniTersal, 
caaooi  be  pat  down,  but  peculiar  doctrines  and  pretences  can. 

The  Tery  chief  temples  of  peculiar  faith  easily  change  hands  by  conquest,  the  spirit 
of  which  has  been  aroused  thereby,  and  the  conquered  are  subject  to  the  mortification 
of  their  faith-mataiions,  while  those  of  true  faith  are  already  the  same  everywhere,  not 
only  insuring  a  brotherhood  universal  in  rational  religion,  but  the  safest  general  posi- 
tioD  to  prevent  all  the  ill  consequences  of  wars  provoked.  Rational  rcligon  docs  not 
institate  way  wars. 

Party  spirit  of  peculiar  faith,  only  sees  one  side  of  the  question,  and  that  its  own. 

Rational  religion  is  the  silent  messenger  of  God,  unlike  peculiar  faith,  that  charac- 
terises mind^s  perversion.  Have  religion,  then,  not  peculiar  faith,  and  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  repudiation,  and  this  age  will  hear  no  more  of  peculiar  faith  doctrines,  but 
will  rise  from  a  subordinate  to  a  God-like  position,  that  of  (he  noblest  triumph  of  mind. 
Thence  arises  the  means  of  an  exalted  censorship  of  society,  that  will  command  all 
the  just  powers  of  the  mind  by  the  press,  &e.,  what  no  bible  of  tradition  can  impart, 
u  eoli^tened  conscience. 

The  ignorance  and  stupidity  of  peculiar  faith,  cause  hate  in  the  world,  that  would 
be  united,  but  for  its  quagmires  that  prevent  the  transition  state  to  rational  religion. 

The  worst  argument  for  the  adoption  of  peculiar  faith  rests  on  the  example  of  parti- 
cular meo,  instead  of  universal  principles,  that  recognise  reason  as  paramount  and  omni- 
poienL  Principles  are  of  God ;  peculiar  faith  is  of  men,  and  refers  to  their  pretended 
opinions,  as  authority  for  the  world  !  If  reason  be  not  always  most  safely  appealed  to, 
in  the  name  of  God  what  else  can  be  honestly  ? 

Romanists  and  protestants  can  decide  rightly  for  each  other^s  peculiar  position,  but 
thej  cannot  be  reconciled  on  the  great  principles  of  religious  freedom,  as  they  have  not 
the  pennanent  principles  of  rational  religion. 

The  God  of  the  universe  can  meet  any  draft  on  his  funds,  for  that  reason  our  rev- 
erence for  him  obliges  us  to  discard  the  vagaries  of  peculiar  faith. 

Mind,  that  looks  to  its  improvement  and  duty,  can  respect  no  custom,  no  more  than 
eohvebs  that  are  to  be  expelled  ;  the  moment  they  become  nuisances,  they  are  to  be 
ahated. 

God*s  principles  cannot  possibly  clash  at  all,  but  the  creeds  of  sectarians  forever 
cksh,  and  their  doctrines  forever  involve  difficulties  of  logic  and  reason ;  hence,  they. 
seek  to  avoid  reason,  and  recur  to  sophistry,  affecting  faith  for  credulity. 

One  sect  says  that  falling  from  grace  is  the  preservation  of  its  church,  while  another 
sect  says  that  this  doctrine  is  demoralizing  to  churches. 

The  doctrine  of  falling  from  grace  can  only  be  purely  met  by  rational  religion,  to  put 
eiery  man  on  his  merits  for  his  life-time,  liable  to  sin  in  degree  more  or  less,  by  tempt- 
ition;  and  exempt  as  his  nature  is  purified  by  a  correct  education  and  action  in  the  cor- 
rect appreciation  of  conservative  principles,  that  promote  the  best  possible  condition  of 
conscience.  This  is  the  only  safe  and  pure  doctrine,  about  falling  from  grace  or  having 
graee.    All  living  beings  are  liable  to  sin,  in  degree. 

Shall  absolutism  still  decide  the  question  of  peculiar  faith  despotism  over  most  of  the 
world  1  Shall  the  organ  of  thought,  the  mind,  be  held  in  abeyance  to  man's  notions  ? 
Shall  religion  be  dependent  on  peculiar  faith  ?  Shall  that  be  the  absolutism  of  custom, 
or  state  piiwer  1  Shall  the  existence  of  Christians,  Mahomedans,  Jews,  pagans,  mor- 
iDons,  or  Juggernauts,  be  due  to  the  contingency  of  citizenship,  and  the  peculiar  influ- 
euees  bearing  thereon  ? 

Reason  is  the  only  proper  avenue,  through  the  empire  of  mind,  else  men  might  be 
pirates  and  murderers,  from  the  customs  of  barbarian  faith. 

Open  the  door  for  superstition  and  its  varied  peculiar  faith,  and  all  their  curses  can 
poor  on  as.     There  is  no  limit,  as  men's  notions  and  licentiousness  dictate. 

Yoa  cannot  stop  the  mormons  nor  pagans,  who  only  have  peculiar  faith  as  you  have, 
by  brute  force,  but  by  rational  measures,  that  exclude  your  as  well  as  all  theirs.  What 
a  sublime  power  is  that  of  moral  force,  that  bespeaks  rational  religion  and  its  God. 
Then  be  done  with  peculiar  faith,  if  you  are  good  and  rational  citizens,  and  pay  no  court 
to  any  but  the  legitimate  doctrines  of  monotheism,  that  demonstrates  the  sublimest  power 
of  the  universe.     Be  wise ! 

Disrespect  for  God  is  engendered  by  any  system  of  peculiar  faith,  that  affects  to  im- 
pttt  any  of  his  attributes  to  any  other  being.  Rational  religion  claims  potency  ade- 
quate, of  omnipotence,  the  Almighty. 

God  being  self-existent,  all  others  are  created,  and  necessarily  inadequate  to  the 
goTemment  of  creation. 

Peculiar  faith  superseding  religion,  is  the  most  disastrous  thing  to  public  morals,  as 
it  deranges  society. 
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It  18  the  basest  fraud  to  deprive  the  world  of  its  inherent  rights  in  leligioD,  by  all 
the  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith,  that  will  die  the  deatli  of  the  felon  of  super- 
stition. 

Base  is  any  character,  to  tliink  of  the  usurpation,  much  less  to  execute  it. 

To  whom  can  the  distressed  friend  apply,  in  his  difficulties  of  mind  about  religion  ? 

To  the  base  intriguer,  who  cannot  analyze  this  momentous  subject  1 

No  assassins  are  to  strip  off  physical  rights  i^nd  inherent  equality. 

We  cannot,  as  rational  beings,  permit  such  serious  humbugs  as  peculiar  faiths  be  im- 
posed on  the  people,  in  disgraceful  obloquy  of  mind. 

The  curses  of  peculiar  faith  go  into  all  social  and  national  circles,  as  we  now  see  that 
with  all  the  blessed  light  of  civilization  that  emanates  from  rational  religion,  the  master 
spirit  over  party  spirits,  how  one  nation  mistreats  other  nations,  seeking  to  force  on 
them  a  government  analogous  to  the  one  it  had  itself  got  rid  of,  such  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  France  to  Rome.  Peculiar  faith  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  enemies  to  man- 
kind, as  it  is  one  of  the  most  reckless  bigots  of  tyranny. 

Mind  enlightened,  not  empirically,  but  by  the  means  that  nature  demands  and  reason 
sanctions,  will  seek  to  carry  out  the  noble  and  upward  tendency  of  free  institutions,  a 
mighty  conservative  power  of  the  world. 

There  are  innumerable  systems  of  superstition  and  peculiar  ^ith,  but  only  one 
nUioaal  religion. 

The  way  to  that  is  by  mind  and  reason,  truth,  honesty,  fidelity  and  integrity,  not 
through  priestocracy . 

The  Lord  deliver  us  from  sectarians  and  bigots,  who  only  look  to  superstition  for 
their  motto,  and  a  miserable  doctrine  fur  faith,  for  which  they  commit  themselves  in  all 
their  iniquities. 

All  such  must  end,  as  man^s  deeds,  as  thousands  of  their  predecessors.  Man,  be 
wise  in  time. 

How  many  innumerable  and  inextricable  contradictions  do  the  sects  of  peculiar  faith 
produce  ? 

It  is  absolutely  important  that  we  should  have  a  system  of  rational  religion,  that  gave 
full  and  ample  confidence  in  its  universal  powers  and  virtues. 

Where  is  any  such  after  all  the  boasts  and  pretences  of  peculiar  faith,  that  begets 
peculiar  difficulties  ? 

Plave  we,  the  people,  any  proper  system  of  rational  and  vital  religion  that  imparts  on 
spontaneous  innate  faculties,  inherent  principles,  that  inspire  in  the  breast  of  all  mas- 
kind,  having  rational  minds,  true  confidence  ?  None  at  all,  for  we  have  only  systems 
of  superstition.  * 

The  principles  of  religion,  not  the  doctrines  of  peculiar  faith,  are  for  ever  importaot 
to  live  and  die  by. 

But  then  it  is  claimed  that  the  christian  or  some  peculiar  faitli,  has  the  pure  and 
genuine  possession  of  grace.  What  proper  proof  can  be  given  the  world,  that  has  the 
best  right  to  ask  it  ?  None.  It  is  only  mere  assertion,  without  any  honorable  proof. 
Why  the  humbug? 

Positively  all  peculiar  faith  has  sectarianism,  and  that  certainly  excludes  the  main 
idea  of  grace,  universal  love  for  God,  and  his  people. 

Do  the  advocates  love  God  alone,  who  is  the  sole  Deity  ? 

Do  they  love  that  people,  with  whom  they  cannot  commune  by  their  articles  of  faith  1 

The  only  position  then  of  grace  is  rational,  not  peculiar. 

Do  not  libel  mind  and  reason,  and  then  you  will  not  libel  God. 

All,  but  the  true  faith,  have  many  superstitions  and  contradictions  in  faith  and 
creeds. 

It  is  the  duty  of  all  enlightened  free  minds  to  seek  that  which  is  entirely  free  from 
clashing,  as  God*s  principles  cannot  possibly  clash,  if  they  do,  assuredly  the  work  is 
man^s. 

To  correct  the  wrong,  we  must  know  the  right 

Action  on  principles  aU  the  time  will  effect  all  right.  Action  on  peculiar  doctnoea 
will  affect  right  but  efl^ect  wrong. 

The  world  absolutely  requires  what  God  decreed  it,  religion,  as  peculiar  faith  deranges 
and  ruins  all  its  relations. 

The  code  of  mind^s  ethics  wUl  best  protect  the  world.  How  base  the  world  can  be 
about  its  peculiar  faith. 

How  puerile,  imbecile,  yet  furionst  fanatic  superstions,  yet  call  peculiar  faith 
reliffion ! 

The  virtue  of  the  world  is  too  often  forced ;  its  hypocrisy  disgusts  human  nature,  it< 
corruption  degrades  it. 
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The  world  is  too  clearly  governed  by  all  the  present  codes  of  interest  rather  than  of 
ivineiples. 

Peculiar  fiiith  is  a  non-entity  in  religion. 

All  faiths  in  spirits  and  ghosts,  demons  and  exorcisms,  ^culiar  endowments  of  grace, 
are  unTcasooahle  and  unworthy  rational  minds. 

There  can  be  no  peculiar  exclusive  form  of  religion  in  this  world,  nor  any  doctrine 
peculiar  or  mystified,  beyond  God^s  eternal  and  universal  principles.  Any  others  are 
absurd,  the  b^ief  blasphemes  God,  and  condemns  itself  as  the  work  of  priests. 

There  can  be  no  peculiar  god-head,  no  spirit  or  holy  ghost,  that  unites  any  vicegerent 
to  God,  and  man  to  the  vicegerent. 

All  such  &ith  is  absurd,  and  betrays  the  assertors  as  impugning  the  rights  of  mind 
for  degraded  purposes. 

Any  denial  of  reasonable  views  without  a  proper  refutation  is  dishonesty,  and  can 
ooly  be  the  act  of  a  perverted,  weak,  and  ignoble  mind. 

Any  faith  that  circumscribes  God^s  actions  to  any  one  nation  and  its  pretences,  mak- 
ing all  a  peculiar  nation,  is  utterly  absurd,  and  negatives  God^s  attributes  of  universal 
omnipresence  to  a  peculiar  little  god  of  the  world,  made  by  priests*  brains  if  not  by  their 


Aoy  mind  professing  peculiar  faith,  must  war  with  other  advocates  of  different  faiths 
vaA  war  for  the  false  sovereignty  of  the  world,  and  therefore  shows  improper  spirit  des- 
titute of  love  to  Grod,  who  is  universal  in  his  attributes  throughout  the  universe. 

What  can  the  antagonism  of  the  world  full  of  peculiar  faiths  avail  one  soul,  knowing 
tiieir  false  position  ? 

It  takes  all  the  elements  of  religion*  a  God-gifl  to  the  soul,  to  save  it  from  the  effects 
of  peculiar  faith  that  deceiveth  the  world,  and  renders  nugatory  much  that  is  good. 

Bat  what  is  the  condition  of  the  minds  that  are  much  perverted,  to  have  the  jserious 
difficulties  of  pecnliar  faith  to  contend  with  ?  How  few  can  escape  ?  Why,  then, 
should  the  best  of  the  world  use  the  counterfeit,  when  they  are  already  in  the  enjoy- 
meat  of  the  genuine  at  once  at  the  mint  ? 

Any  one  mortal  that  dies  meriting  condign  punishment,  or  penalty  for  misdeeds,  pre- 
leots  a  state  or  condition  deplorable,  hence  a  change  should  be  made  at  once  and  of 
progressive  improvement. 

This  can  only  be  done  by  consent  of  mind,  to  be  enlightened  by  truth,  and  matured 
br  wisdom. 

Aceor&ed,  then,  must  be  he  who  misleads,  trammels,  and  perverts  the  mind  of  man, 
«to9e  immortal  soul  is  invaluable  and  inestimable. 

The  absurdity  of  faith  made  of  blind  belief,  that  is  only  taught  as  custom  taught  the 
teacher,  is  most  culpable,  sinful,  and  degrading. 

Aoy  hope  that  rests  in  it  is  itbbecile  and  impotent. 

AU  sooh  must  be  demoralizing,  and  in  the  best  proof,  an  appeal  can  be  made  most 
^thfully  as  to  past  and  present  ^its. 

What  can  the  future  promise  ? 

History  shows  us  murders  and  butcheries  innumerable  to  correct  heresy,  as  it  was 
called,  by  burning,  forced  conversions  by  inquisition-generals. 

Who  shall  decide  this  greatest  question  ? 

None  but  the  Almighty  Creator. 

W^'ho  represents  him  1    Mind  enlijurhtened. 

Pecaliar  faith  is  made  the  means  of  hiding  a  multitude  of  pretences,  designs,  and  sins. 

The  world  is  wicked  enough  without  all  these  ! 

Peculiar  faith  gives  us  the  mixed  plurality  of  gods. 

Nations  seek  true  government,  but  must  have  their  rights  trespassed  upon  by  the 
asurpations  of  peculiar  faith,  worth  nothing  to  the  world. 

Who  wonders  now  at  the  thousand  deformities  of  society,  when  primary  wholesale 
injuries  abide  in  goverment  that  unites  church  and  state  ? 

Butcheries  of  the  people  must  be  perpetrated  to  establish  the  temporal  power  of  the 
popes,  by  the  worst  of  political  hypocrites. 

The  crisis  of  the  world's  history  makes  men,  who  as  good  and  true  will  unite  to  secure 
it  from  the  fangs  of  superstition  and  its  effects ! 

They  know  that  high-mindedness,  honor  above  all  vulgar  prejudices,  will  elevate  the 
World  to  its  pinnacle. 

Pecaliar  faith  generates  in  all  ages,  immense  vices  and  crimes,  consequently  it  is  the 
lankest  absurdity,  when  estimated  as  religion  in  any  age. 

Has  any  form  of  peculiar  faith,  that  sets  out  with  false  pretences  to  God  affecting  to 
be  religion^  done  otherwise  than  as  a  virtuous  institution,  then  it  was  an  ignoble  super- 
stitioo,  claiming  to  be  what  it  was  not,  and  being  what  it  should  not  have  been ! 
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In  countries  even  claiming  to  be  free,  faith,  unless  conformable  to  the  existent  na- 
tional peculiar  faith,  denationalizes  the  recusant  parties,  who  are  ever  excluded  from 
national  councils,  afler  their  election,  by  being  unable  to  take  the  oaths  required. 

In  England,  the  Jews,  though  elected,  could  not  become  legislators  for  this  reason. 

There  is  no  end  to  peculiar  faitli  heresies  while  its  several  bibles  of  tradition  as  of 
Judaism,  Christianity,  Bhuddism,  Latter  Day  Saintism  or  Mormonism,  Mahometanism, 
Brahminism  and  Paganism  give  them  utterance.  Is  it  necessary  to  ask  which  is  right, 
when  all  rational  minds  can  see  them  all  wrong? 

And  yet  what  rights  have  the  citizens,  but  under  the  recognised  national  peculiar 
faith  of  those  countries  so  silly  and  corrupt  as  to  adopt  them?  If  the  evil  be  intolera- 
ble, even  in  England,  what  must  it  not  be  elsewhere  ? 

What  country  rights  have  they  but  by  adoption  of  their  abominable  creed  ? 

Put  down,  for  God^s  sake  and  mind^s  rights,  these  the  rankest  heresies  that  war  on 
God's  creation,  and  creation's  rights.  Even  proscription  of  opinion  in  this  Union,  the 
mere  reflection  of  the  dyin^  monster,  precludes  delicate  liberty. 

Let  not  this  stupid  invasion  of  mind's  freedom  any  longer  exist  Enjoy  all  the  gen- 
uine exaltation  of  purest  rationality ;  that  is  the  purest  incorruptible  liberty. 

The  one  peculiar  faith  of  the  slavish  government  is  arrayed  against  all  the  rest, 
while  religion  holds  up  all,  modem  and  ancient,  polytheism  or  trinity,  as  unworthy  the 
countenance  of  honest  minds. 

Do  you  wish  to  get  rid  of  the  errors  of  Romanism,  you  mast  revolutionize  Prolest- 
antism. 

Relieve  the  world,  in  God's  name,  and  by  his  principles  !  Let  us  go  with  those  that 
go  the  farthest  in  religion,  no  matter  whether  we  rouse  absolutism,  or  the  women  and 
children,  so  we  be  right.  Rational  women  and  children  wish  to  be  right ;  let  them  now 
learn  it. 

The  world  would  have  been  much  further  advanced  in  science,  philanthropy  and  the 
real  greatness  of  humanity,  if  there  had  never  been  any  pretensions  to  superstition  and 
miscalled  religion. 

For  whom  was  the  institution  of  peculiar  faith  from  the  first  ages  of  the  world  to  the 
present  time  ?  For  the  priestocracy,  priests  and  preachers,  kings  and  their  minions. 
The  good  of  the  many  was  not  consulted,  who  were  made  subordinates  to  the  peculiar 
faith  order.     Despotism,  not  religion,  was  tlie  purpose  of  the  most  ungodly  ambition. 

See  their  iniquitous  enslavements  of  mind,  by  all  the  vices  of  absolutism.  See  their 
iniquitous  wars  for  conquests  of  soul  and  body,  lands  and  money,  powers  and  principal- 
ities, throughout  the  world. 

The  world  of  peculiar  faith  is  ambitious  «of  rising,  right  or  wrong,  on  the  ruin  of 
others. 

This  is  not  a  religious  but  an  ambitious  spirit.  We  must  be  guarded  by  principles, 
the  only  conservative  basis,  against  the  impudent  pretensions  that  aflfect  the  world. 

Peculiar  faith  can  never  exalt  to  the  Supreme  Creator,  as  all  such  has  emanated  from 
the  savage,  vassal,  ignorant  and  barbarian  state. 

Savages  revere  the  sun,  but  as  far  as  the  Creator  exceeds  the  sun  in  majesty  and 
brilliancy,  so  does  religion  excel  peculiar  faith,  that  can  be  nowhere  before  the  God  of 
the  universe. 

It  is  not  altogether  the  fault  of  new  doctrinists  of  peculiar  faith,  new  sects,  as  the 
Mormons,  as  the  ignorance  and  corruption,  tiie  bigotiy  and  superstition  of  the  masses 
of  the  people,  who  ought  to  have  investigated  this  comprehensive  subject,  and  to  have 
seen  that  peculiar  faith  doctrine  is  not  religion,  but  is  the  very  reverse,  and  the  peculiar 
curse  of  mankind.  Past  ages  have  been  disgraced  enough  by  the  wicked  heresies  of 
all  peculiar  faiths. 

The  pretenders  have  been  enough  illiterate,  profligate  and  licentious  epicures,  loose 
and  vicious,  to  curse  the  present  also. 

Let  a  Numa  institute  his  god's  temples,  altars,  sacrifices,  and  rites  of  worship,  de- 
claring idolatry  under  the  care  of  their  priests ;  let  the  East  Indian  build  his  pa^ 
temples  for  his  worship,  with  his  vedas  for  his  bible,  and  the  tyrannical  Brahmins  lor 
priests,  but  let  world-freemen,  that  are  intelligent,  revere  truly  and  mindfully  the  only 
being,  the  God  of  nature,  who  could  create,  organize  and  ^regulate  matter  by  sublime 
prinqiples,  that  render  his  attributes  above  sdl,  as  the  great  sole  First  Cause  of  the  ex- 
istence of  things. 

And  the  beauty  and  strength  of  this  position  that  triumphs  above  all  others,  are, 
that  all  God's  creation  tends  lo  good  if  appropriately  appreciated  by  mind,  whose  actions 
must  be  correspondent. 

But  in  what  horrid  position  is  the  world  now  ?  Who  will  rescue  it  from  the  soaics 
of  peculiar  faith  ? 
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yariooa  and  opposite  faitha  are  mixed  up  in  the  same  ffOTernment,  and  thus  the 

wliole  world  is  wofully  cut  up  thereby.     It  is  so  in  China,  Hindostan,  Asia,  Europe. 
Where  is  it  not  ?    Its  waves  after  waves,  with  fiery  martial  prowess,  enslave  the  fairest 

portions  of  the  world. 
The  Brahmins  ruled  India,  then  the  Bhuddists,  producing  civil  and  horrid  wars,  then 

the  Mahometans  govern,  and  all  in  turn,  submit  to  the  Christians,  while  in  Arabia,  &c., 

the  M^ibometans  rule  over  Christians  and  Jews,  all  producing  their  peculiar  hostility 

and  injuries. 
The  Pagans  of  Babylon  conquered  the  Jews,  and  transplanted  them  in  the  east. 

Did  not  the  Jews  learn  from  the  Egyptians  and  their  conquerors,  the  Babylonians,  their 
pecoliar  &ith  ? 

Other  conquerors  with  diverse  faiths,  people  with  them,  several  cities  of  Asia  and 
Egypt,  and  caused  them  to  be  diffused  widely  over  the  world,  where  they  are  not  cut 
off  by  persecutions  of  enemies  of  peculiar  faith.  In  this,  the  Jews  were  treated  better 
by  the  outside  barbarians,  as  they  murdered  their  enemies,  and  spared  neither  sex,  nor 
age,  nor  property  I 

Who  had  the  most  orthodox  civilization  1  All  the  ancients,  Jew  and  Gentile,  pos- 
sessed only  peculiar  faith. 

Martyrdom,  severe  as  it  was  itself,  was  much  of  a  speculation,  for  proposed  ben- 
efits. 

Now  toleration,  the  lovely  daughter  of  civilization  of  mind,  that  rebukes  all  the  boasts 
of  Christianity,  and  all  peculiar  faith  affecting  to  be  the  only  light  of  the  world,  as 
withholding  the  noblest  blessings  of  mind,  is  its  universal  protection. 

Instead  of  toleration,  Christianity  has  given  in  turn,  persecution,  inquisition  and  pro- 
icri|)tioo,  peculiar  faith  for  religion. 

Toleration  is  a  defence  against  a  world^s  persecution,  that  arises  against  all  peculiar 
&th,  its  necessary  concomitant. 

W^hat  protection  better  to  conscience,  Jew,  can  be  offered  you,  than  the  adoption  of 
rational  religion  ? 

You  have  tried  thousands  of  years,  your  own  peculiar  faith,  and  have  been  the  causo 
of  many  new  ones,  no  better  diffused  over  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Yoor  predecessors  laid  iniquitous  foundations,  and  you  have  sacrificed  deeply  on  the 
altar  of  superstition,  and  most  deeply  have  you  atoned  therefor. 

Arouse,  ye  descendants  of  Joseph,  and  assert  the  dignity  of  character  that  belongs 
to  mankind,  united  in  one  universal  brotherhood. 

You  can  never  attain  peace  and  happiness  on  this  earth  by  your  faith,  that  can  never 
reach  the  dignity  of  religion. 

You  can  never  assert  a  union  with  mankind,  from  whom  you  have  been  estranged  by 
the  follies  and  crimes  of  past  ages,  but  by  the  eternal  principles  of  the  God  of  the  uni- 
verse, who  ruled  your  peculiar  gods. 

Consider,  remnants,  fragments  of  a  nation,  so  much  persecuted  for  so  little  profit, 
^r  all,  your  duty  and  happiness. 

No  vows  of  such  a  faith  that  is  peculiar,  will  be  estimated  by  the  Almighty,  for  re- 
ligion. 

You  may  see  the  errors  of  other  peculiar  faiths,  but  by  your  education  so  peculiar, 
yoq  fail  to  see  your  own. 

However  you  esteem  yours,  its  peculiarity  will  never  render  you  safe  with  your 
peculiar  god. 

The  integrity  of  your  mind  before  all  blood  offerings  of  victims,  can  only  be  accepta^ 
ble  to  the  God  of  the  universe. 

While  all  sacrifices  are  superstition  and  nonsense,  from  the  blood  of  animals  to  that 
of  pretended  messiahs  and  Christs,  mind  alone  atones  as  mind  ought. 

It  is  in  your  power  to  interdict  your  civil  and  religious  death  and  oppressions. 

You  have  sacrificed  long  enough  tu  the  false  peculiar  faith  of  your  fathers,  who  were 
ignorant  and  fanatic.  Forsake  their  barbarism  in  the  lights  and  blessings  of  rational 
religion. 

You  are  now  diffused  among  most  nations,  and  nearly  in  all  lands. 

This  you  have  chosen,  that  lies  between  the  two  mightiest  oceans,  commanding  all 
<*ontinentB  and  their  wealthiest  commerce.  Aid  in  rendering  an  example  of  the  most 
brilliant  light  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

No  one  of  peculiar  faith  can  expect  to  triumph  in  this  mighty  country. 

What  military  chieftain  will  be  fool-hardy  enough  to  try  his  ambition,  when  a  nobler 
field  of  glory  awaits  mind  in  its  richest  rewards  ? 

By  the  side  of  this  land  the  ancient  republics  stand  half  civilized,  as  they  had  not 
representatiye  constitutional  governments,  the  first  principles  of  freedom. 
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Appreciate,  then,  to  enjoy  your  best  boons  of  national  happiness,  and  lay  aside  tb0 
exploded  pretences  of  peculiar  faith,  that  ruined  your  foreiuthers. 

Where  peculiar  faith  ends  rational  religion  begins,  and  where  the  persecutions  of  the 
first  stop,  the  blessings  of  the  last  commence,  covering  the  whole  earth  with  happiness. 

When  all  other  persuasions  are  done,  rational  religion  flourishes,  and  mind  reflects 
the  attributes  of  its  Creator. 

The  persecutions  instituted  by  t!iose  advocating  peculiar  faith  <and  doctrines,  haye 
immolated  hundreds  of  millions  of  victims  over  the  world. 

This  was  the  degradation  of  base  self-interest,  and  proves  conclusively  that  there  is 
but  one  true  faith,  that  is  rational. 

If  one  peculiar  faith  perished,  another  triumphed. 

This  spirit  among  all  corrupt  classes  of  man  has  immolated  for  all  kinds  of  power 
upon  the  base  altars. 

There  have  been  horrible  persecutions  of  christians  by  those  of  the  same  name ;  that 
proves  conclusively  that  Christianity  is  not  religion. 

How  many  did  the  reformation  of  Luther  cause  to  be  anathematized  and  excommuni- 
cated,  to  be  butchered ! 

Much  of  Europe  suffered  in  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the  reformed  church,  by  civil 
and  international  wars. 

To  this  we  owe  the  infamous  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew,  For  this,  popes  decreed 
that  a  jubilee  should  be  published  throughout  the  whole  christian  world,  "  to  return 
thanks  to  God  for  extirpation  of  the  enemies  of  truth  and  church  in  France."  **  The 
whole  city  of  Rome  was  illuminated  with  bonfires.''^ 

Under  ^aticism,  all  the  atrocious  and  revolting  indignities  can  be  perpetrated  upon 
human  nature,  as  the  rape  of  the  modest  virgins  and  matrons,  the  murder  of  all  a?e8  and 
both  sexes,  even  of  infants  and  sucking  children.  Even  an  unborn  child  burnt  for  heresy, 
the  exhuming  and  burning  of  the  bones  of  reformers  buried  for  nearly  half  a  century,  as 
of  Wicklifie,  not  to  mention  the  confiscation  of  property  to  millions  in  amount. 

Who  can  meddle  with  peculiar  faith  with  impunity  1  Her  history  is  horrible  to  con- 
template. 

She  has  to  invoke  the  power  of  absolutism  to  aid  in  the  world's  tragedy  ;  the  power 
of  kings  and  queens  to  do  the  base  office  of  fanaticism,  to  become  3ie  dirty  tools  of 
destruction,  by  burning  people  denounced  as  heretics  by  assassins. 

The  rights  of  conscience  are  lost  sight  of,  and  both  persecutors  and  persecuted,  the 
regulators  and  moderators,  the  executives  of  peculiar  faith,  become  mutual  victimizers, 
and  butcher  the  world  between  them. 

Both  sides  persecuted,  and  will  persecute  forever,  if  you  give  them  power  and  im- 
punity. 

What  were  not  butchered  were  exiled,  banished,  or  forced  from  unceasing  persecution 
to  expatriate  themselves  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  America  in  particular. 

Again  we  repeat  the  question,  how  many  hundreds  of  millions  have  been  massacred 
and  butchered,  to  the  fanaticism  of  peculiar  faith.  The  most  atrocious  tyrant^  the 
bloodiest  butcher  is  peculiar  faith. 

One  sect  has  been  accused,  long  ago,  of  destroying  sixty-five  millions  of  people !  Yet 
they  are  called  Christians ! 

Well  can  we  say,  that  without  truth,  honesty,  and  humanity,  none  have  religion  by 
profession. 

The  religion  of  civilization,  to  be  what  God  requires,  excludes  all  these  actions,  as  no 
part  of  her  creed. 

Have  not  most  of  the  world's  wars  been  perpetrated  for  peculiar  faith  ? 

Her  errors  and  tyranny  put  to  shame  and  confusion.'  Who  can  uphold  them  ?  The 
world  detests  this  felon,  its  deadliest  enemy. 

To  renounce  her  vices  is  to  renounce  her  bloody  flag. 

None  are  safe  under  it :  pirate  of  the  world ! 

We  believe  that  false  philosophy,  with  false  faith,  should  be  guarded  against,  by  the 
revelations  of  rational  mind  and  reason.     All  else  is  dangerous  sectarianism. 

Allowance  must  be  made  for  education,  that  perverts  all  the  advocates  of  peculiar 
faith,  retards  the  world's  improvement,  enslaving  mind  and  imposing  on  its  credulity. 

All  the  jealousies,  ambitions,  and  warfare,  between  the  different  sects,  prove  all  sect- 
arianism  to  be  destitute  of  religion. 

Fanaticism  overlooks  morals,  religion,  all  patriotism,  in  the  horrid  curses  of  her  own 
peculiar  faith. 

No  violence  is  too  severe,  no  sophistry  too  base  for  her  purposes.  Hers  is  llie 
bloody  flag,  that  crimsons  the  world. 

Blindness  of  faith  is  the  one  dogma,  with  all  kinds. 
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AH  the  prominent  leaders  of  peculiar  faith  have  sulTered  a  miserable  or  felon^s  death, 
for  their  impiety  and  blasphemy,  expiating  by  their  own  blood  their  own  iniquity,  of 
basest  character. 

Nor  ia  this  all :  would  that  it  were. 

One  of  the  conclusive  arguments  against  all  errors,  are  the  disunion  and  warfare 
amoQ^  the  sectarians.  Their  views  and  interpretations  being  after  the  manner  of  men, 
from  the  imperfect  organic  base  of  their  principal,  Erectly  war  on  each  other,  with  a 
perfect  hatred  and  hostile  ferocity. 

Some  of  them  must  have  a  blind  faith ;  whilst  many  adopt  a  very  convenient  faith; 
whilst  none  have  the  true  faith,  pure  and  uncorrupted. 

Then  it  becomes  all  honorable  patriots  to  resist  with  manly  energy  all  the  errors, 
Crimea,  and  injuries  of  superstition,  and  repel  all  her  malign  influence.  It  emphatically 
belongs,  as  a  paramount  duty  to  the  people,  who  are  to  resist  all  such  absurd  evils  and 
immoral  misdemeanors,  to  save  us  from  any  secret,  or  all  associations,  whose  clanships 
defile  the  rational  society  of  the  world. 

The  hundreds  of  divisions  of  peculiar  faith  can  never  unite  on  messiahs,  much  leae 
OD  doctrines,  when  they  have  such  peculiar  views,  that  subdivide  all  the  time  into  pe- 
culiihty. 

Will  the  moderns  be  never  done  with  the  exploded  notions  of  the  ancients,  about  the 
science  and  philosophy  of  peculiar  faith,  while  they  reject  their  science  and  philosophy, 
when  abstracted  ? 

All  such  institutions  are  erroneous,  having  a  false  position  and  platform. 

l*hey  have  not  the  elements  nor  principles  of  union,  hostile  and  aggressive  as  secta- 
moism,  gory  in  blood,  is. 

How  much  less  can  it  unite  its  antagonistics,  Mahometanism  to  Christianity,  Mor- 
moDism  to  Judaism  ? 

AH  are  peculiar,  and  all  must  necessarily  be  antagonistic. 

This  peculiarity  has  destroyed  all,  and  must  destroy  all,  forever. 

It  is  too  selfish,  and  cannot  comprehend  the  interests  of  the  whole  world,  embracing 
those  of  the  mortal  masters  for  the  God  Creator. 

Any  faith  short  of  the  last  cannot  stand,  for  it  is  false  and  must  be  defective. 

The  people  are  the  beneficiaries.  Who  shall  thwart  them  1  Priest  and  preachers  1 
Who  are  they,  but  those  acting  for  themselves  ?  The  whole  world-people  absolutely 
require  a  rational  solution,  to  their  world-problem. 

If  probably  one  of  the  hundreds  of  sectarian  divisions  of  all  the  systems  of  peculiar 
£utb  be  nearly  right  in  form  of  doctrine  but  most  wofuUy  short  in  sight  of  practice, 
where  is  the  balance  who  are  directly  antagonistic  to  this  one  ?  Where  is  the  peace 
of  the  world  involved,  when  religion  has  no  antagonism,  no  war  ?  Which  one  is  that, 
of  all  sectarian  creeds  and  doctrines  ? 

Must  minds  act  by  direct  interest,  according  to  the  present  teaching  of  sectarianinn. 

They  may  be  crushed  byVant  of  success. 

Many  act  by  blind  impulse,  hope,  interest,  misleading,  want  of  correct  opinion  of 
themselves  or  others,  false  ambition. 

There  can  be  billions  of  peculiar  faith,  and  every  one  necessarily  must  have  bad 
faith,  antagoniatical  to  all  others,  and  all  to  reason,  the  act  of  rational  mind.  Shall  the 
peace  of  £e  whole  world  be  at  issue,  when  religion  secures  it  at  once  ? 

Then  reason  or  mind  enlightened  can  be  for  the  wisest  system,  the  only  standard, 
the  Creator  God  with  no  priestocracy,  no  worship  but  a  true  rational  adoration. 

That  faith  that  was  sophistry  in  sermons  or  dictation  in  power,  ought  to  be  silenced 
by  reason. 

Then  one  form  of  peculiar  faith  only  differs  from  another,  if  it  be  not  the  true  one 
u  monotheism,  as  grades  of  superstition. 

At  this  age  of  the  world  any  one  aflfecting  faith  independent  of  reason  and  the  best 
guides  of  rational  mind,  should  be  scouted  as  an  enemy  to  God  the  giver  of  all  such. 

It  is  deplorably  lamentable  that  so  much  superstition  and  sophistry  to  uphold  it,  still 
prerail  among  the  supposed  best  circles  of  the  world. 

Centuries  hence  if  reason  do  not  assert  her  empire,  thousands  of  forms  of  such  faith 
»ay  prevail  for  their  season,  superseding  each  other  by  base  intri^es  or  bloody  wars. 
7hcy  must  all  diverge  from  religion.  The  handle  to  the  peculiar  faith,  shows  the 
"npostor. 

For  thousands  of  years,  this  game  has  been  played  upon  the  unsuspecting  honest  peo- 
ple, ander  various  forms  of  expiation  adopted,  as  by  the  blood  of  animals  or  by  blood 
2nd  water  baptism,  then  came  the  blood  of  the  so  called  messiahs,  and  preceded  by  the 
blood  of  millions  of  victims  of  the  dear  people  who  listened  to  the  fatal  words  of  peculiar 
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So  abominable  is  peculiar  faith  before  the  light  of  truth,  bo  odious  is  its  perrereioo  of 
God^s  rights,  that  its  followers  all  expiate  more  or  less  for  the  folly,  delusion  and 
blasphemy. 

Its  god  is  an  improvable  being  who  is  wiser  in  time  as  man,  more  so  since  the 
creation ! 

Is  this  possible  when  the  God  of  the  universe  is  unchangeable,  and  has  omniscience  ? 
What  a  libel  on  Deity  ! 

Who  was  the  weakest  of  mankind,  the  priestocracy  that  invented  and  propagated  all 
such  stuff,  or  the  receivers?  The  knowing  receivers,  are  as  bad.  Will  the  world 
overlook  this  position,  is  it  blood  of  beasts  and  men,  or  mind  that  adores  God,  the  God 
of  the  universe  1     Is  it  blood  or  mind,  that  is  to  be  appreciated. 

The  code  of  peculiar  faith  presents  antagonism  of  sects,  all  professing  Christ,  even  in 
the  same  church :  of  governments,  as  absolutism  against  Republicanism.  Who  can 
wonder  at  this,  when  such  governments  embrace  church  power  and  union ! 

BRAHMINISM,  &c. 

Was  there  ever  a  greater  curse  on  the  land  of  Ilindostan  than  the  Brahmin  faith,  de- 
grading man  into  four  castes,  and  unmanning  by  its  deepest  curses  on  him.  To  what 
but  this  faith  that  arrested  the  march  of  mind  to  its  sublimest  conceptions  and  aspira- 
tions, do  they  owe  the  present  subjugation  of  their  mighty  country,  that  shames  from  its 
mighty  national  fortresses,  the  imbecility  of  its  one  hundred  and  forty  odd  millions,  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  world,  to  the  iutelligence  and  bravery  of  a  few  thousands  of  Eu- 
ropeans? As  long  as  they  nurture  this  £ith,  so  long  will  they  be  imbecile  and  at  the 
submission  of  men  of  mind. 


THE  HINDOOS. 

No  wonder  their  corrupt  empires  fall,  as  they  only  have  the  fragments  of  society  cut 
up  and  ruined  by  peculiar  faith. 

They  have  been  overrun  by  Mahometans  and  Christians,  and  have  had  civil  wars  fo: 
the  peculiar  faith  of  the  Brahmins  and  Bhuddists.  What  nation  could  stand  all  these 
peculiar  curses,  backed  by  martial  piracy  ? 

In  the  administration  of  justice  in  India,  '*  the  value  of  the  bribe  detennines  the 
cause,*'  excepting  when  the  case  is  so  manifestly  proved,  as  to  brand  the  failure  of 
redress  with  glaring  infamy.  The  first  is  peculiar  faith-justice,  and  rational  mind 
makes  it. 

'*  Of  the  host  of  Hindoo  Divinities,  Brahma,  Vishnu  an(}  Siva,  are  the  most  exalted. 

The  Hindoos  have  distributed  the  creation  and  government  of  the  universe  among 
these  three,  styling  Brahma  the  Creator,  Vishnu  the  Preserver,  and  Siva  the  destroy- 
er." This  position  bespeaks  the  want  of  analysis  of  the  profound  subject  in  their 
minds. 

What  claim  has  the  old  and  new  testament  to  originality  ?  Is  it  not  indebted  to 
heathen  mythology  ? 

Is  it  not  all  mythology  itself  of  a  peculiar  kind  ? 

We  clearly  have  here,  God,  Christ,  and  the  devil. 

The  system  of  the  Hindoos  gives  a  universal  deluge. 

The  mythology  of  the  world  has  absurdly  undertaken  too  much,  mixing  opinion  with 
fiction  for  reason  and  facts,  causing  absurd,  peculiar  faiths  and  ceremonies,  to  usurp  the 
place  of  religious  principles. 

The  whole  world  has  to  be  now  revolutionized  on  the  loftiest  conservative  phncipies 
of  rational  mind. 

The  pure  morals  of  society  must  be  preserved  by  suitable  institutions  from  the  bible 
of  rational  mind.     All  other  bibles  are  not  only  unwife,  ^t  most  dangerous. 
'     Have  we  any  creed  or  action  in  pure  faith,  that  has  accomplished  the  legitimate 
demands  of  religion  ? 

The  Brahmin  assumes  to  rule  all  other  orders  of  society,  their  rights,  justice  and 
laws,  and  becomes  a  despot  of  the  worst  character,  for  sacred  purposes,  and  degrades 
society  in  the  most  licentious  manner. 

This  Hindoo  peculiar  faith  and  tyranny,  present  a  prototjrpe  of  universal  priestocracy, 
if  mind  of  the  world  would  have  subnutted  to  its  vassalage.  It  only  needs  the  power 
to  act. 

Woman,  you  thoughtlessly  adopt  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  and  they  are  they  that 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


PECITLIAR  FAITH— PAGANISM.  SSS 

^ftgnde  jm.  Unite  with  rational  mind,  to  secure  to  your  best  rights^  the  best  en- 
dorsement of  their  protection.  • 

In  Hindostan,  the  women  are  degraded  as  servile,  and  the  most  outrageous  position  is 
established  by  unnatural  orders  in  society,  enough  to  force  the  conviction  that  all  such 
auperstitioQ  and  tyranny  are  incomparably  worse  than  no  professed  faith,  the  world 
orer. 

Proper  laws  would  be  the  glory  of  glories  to  it. 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  government  of  priests  ? 

The  process  of  mind  has  t^en  impeded  by  them  for  thousands  of  years,  and  has 
been  deprived  of  its  potent  rights,  and  just  character,  crushed  and  overwhelmed. 

Such  a  state  of  things  has  rendered  India,  with  her  one  hundred  and  forty  millions, 
the  abject  vassal  of  as  many  thousands,  and  she  has  none  to  thank  for  her  suicide  and 
pinicidii  curse  and  ruin,  but  the  abominable  Jesuitical  priests  at  the  expense  of 
their  country. 

This  curse  of  all  curses,  has  been  npon  her. 

What  can  any  people  be  when  church  is  monarch  t 

It  blights  any  country,  the  fairest  of  the  globe. 

It  is  even  iKid  at  any  time,  at  the  very  best,  when  church  and  state  are  united,  as 
(^pressioD  will  prevail,  till  all  corrupted,  most  certainly  fall  a  prey  to  the  worst  pa»- 
siona  and  despots  of  the  world,  enslaved  by  them. 

The  advance  of  the  Hindoos,  in  social  improvements,  was  just  enough  to  enslave 
them  with  the  most  abject  submission  to  the  car  of  superstition  and  absolutism,  possible 
to  be  conceived  of. 

Any  pricstocracy  that  rules,  is  well  calculated  to  ruin  any  country. 

Let  us  analyze  the  books  of  Menu  and  the  vedas. 

We  now  can  see  that  all  but  the  bible  of  rational  mind  are  false,  as  the  codea  of 
sipeistition. 

All  other  bibles  are  mere  copyings  of  each  other,  of  false  gods,  plurality  of  gods  and 
demi-gods,  man^s  libel  of  Deity,  who  cannot  be  a  peculiar  god,  to  suit  peculiar  notions 
ff  pricstocracy. 

"The  vedas  are  called  the  sacred  book  of  the  Hindoos,  and  are  believed  to  be 
revealed  by  God,  and  estimated  immortal." 

What  numbers  of  systems  can  arise  that  mind  has  to  analyKe  ere  the  right  decision 
cin  be  duly  made. 

If  we  had  never  heard  of  any  till  all  were  placed  before  us,  we  must  resort  to  the  best 
appreciation. 

The  Hindoos  are  believed  to  have  had  the  faith  customs  of  the  Egyptians. 

They  were  conquered  by  the  Egyptians,  Mahometans,  and  Christians,  in  succession, 
and  what  but  idolatry  was  the  result  ?  Asia,  let  alone  Hindostan,  has  been  overrun  by 
peculiar  faiths. 

With  the  Hindoos,  Brehm  was  the  great  god  of  all  ineffable. 

The  peculiar  faith  was  that  of  polytheism. 

China  may  have  been  originally  civilized  from  Hindostan.  Bhuddism,  the  great 
heresy  of  India,  prevails  very  commonly  among  the  Chinese. 

The  military  castes  ruled  over  India. 

The  priestly  or  sacred  caste  governed  where  intellectual  functions  were  not  efiectual, 
M  in  Egypt. 

The  eastern  Hindoos  did  not  know  Jupiter^s  son,  Alexander,  or  knew  him  too  well  as 
%  humbug  to  recognise  him,  especially  as  conqueror. 

Hi?  army  took  a  panic,  although  his  court  flatterers  would  have  the  world  believe  that 
be  was  its  ancient  conqueror. 

The  Egyptians,  who  carried  their  worship  to  Greece,  northern  Africa,  and  perhaps 
ItaW,  transferred  it  also  into  Hindostan,  according  to  authors. 

The  Hindoos  had  the  worship  of  human  gods  and  heroes,  and  rivers  with  them  were 
wcted. 

History  enables  us  to  extract,  that  "  The  Egyptian  theogony  enfolds  a  very  perfect 
Psychology,  and  the  purest  science  of  their  day,  in  a  system  which  began  with  the  iden- 
V^  of  God  with  his  work,  and  ended  in  personifying  every  least  species  of  ex- 
tttCDce." 

.  ^endevesta,  the  bible  of  the  ancient  magicians  and  modern  Perses,  teaches  that  there 
"*  So^me  Being,  eternal,  self-existent. 
The  Persians  entertained  the  purest  form  of  heathenism,  and  abhorred  the  worship 

*^ith  the  Hindoos,  a  whole  and  extensive  class,  the  Brahmins,  is  sacred,  and  an  ob- 
i*«^  of  worship. 
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When  does  a  priest  ever  relax  his  absolutism  over  the  people  ?  The  light  of  ui&- 
pendent  mifid  only  stays  it. 

Civilization  does  not  need  priests,  but  philosophy,  science,  mind  civilized  and  refinedl, 
rational  religion. 

India,  the  finest  country  on  the  globe,  has  been  a  prey  to  priests,  and  has  thereby 
been  sacrificed  to  soldiers  and  priests.  It  is  priests  all  the  time.  Citizens  of  the  woxldf 
do  not  help  to  pollute  mind. 

There  is  every  kind  of  peculiar  faith  in  Asia,  and  'what  good  has  it  done  her  1  Rather 
say,  what  harm  has  not  been  perpetrated  ?    The  end  is  not  yet. 

Man  is  the  same  from  mind  everywhere. 

Already  has  Asia,  the  most  of  the  world,  been  victimized  by  peculiar  faith.  Let, 
then,  mind  seek  to  arrest  its  curses. 

All  its  bibles  have  their  prophecies,  miracles,  and  mysteries,  mysticism,  mythology, 
romance,  fables,  and  legends. 

There  has  been  a  constant  antagonism  of  all  such  faiths,  but  all  their  virtue  has  a 
very  low  scale  of  morals. 

The  Bbudda  faith  displaced  the  old  Brahmin  faith  of  India  for  a  season,  then  the 
Brahmins,  by  a  new  dynasty,  persecuted  and  drove  out  of  Hindostan  tlieir  Bhuddist 
antagonists.  Would  that  the  people  had  driven  out  all,  that  the  world  w^ould  silence  all 
priestocracy. 

The  Hindoos  afterwards  had  a  dynasty  of  magician  kings,  that  terminated.  It  was 
the  state  power  sought,  all  the  time  church  and  state  union. 

And  this  is  the  history  of  the  whole  world,  time  out  of  mind.  The  only  ratiooal 
remedy  is  rational  religion,  that  ends  all  antagonism  and  sectarianism  forever. 

The  Bhudda  faith  "  denies  the  truth  of  everything  invisible."  It  is  materialism  ex- 
emplified in  idolatry. 

The  Brahmins  have  their  prophecies. 

^  Brahma  seems  to  be  the  supreme  reason,  and  originator,  corresponding  with  the 
Egyptian  Phtha." 

**  Indra,  the  brahminical  faith,  resolves  all  things  unto  God." 

The  Hindoos  have  fables  of  gods  being  married  to  mortal  females.  Even  their  lite- 
rature is  enfeebled  by  mysticism.  Hermits  reside  also  among  this  people.  The  history 
part  is  taken  from  Whelpley. 

According  to  the  vedais,  every  sacrifice  has  a  particular  and  proper  value  attached  to 
it,  and  within  its  proper  limits  is  infallible. 

According  to  the  authority  of  Menu,  Brahma  is  the  principal  person  of  the  three  that 
emanated  from  Brehm,  the  vast  inefl^able  one. 

Creation  was  the  work  of  Brahma,  who,  the  first  of  created  gods,  gave  origin  to  the 
world  by  conceiving  it  in  his  thought. 

Has  not  the  cosmogony  of  Menu  been  followed  by  Moses  ?  Menu,  the  legislator  of 
the  Hindoos,  is  claimed  to  be  among  the  most  ancient  of  men. 

The  book  of  Hermes  was  predecessor. 

In  the  book  of  Menu,  there  are  four  castes  or  classes.^The  Brahmins  are  sacred  with 
him,  and  their  very  birth  is  an  incarnation  of  Dherma,  the  spirit  of  justice ;  for  that  the 
priest  is  bom  to  promote  justice  ;  and  by  the  right  of  primogeniture,  (being  first  cre- 
ated,) is  the  virtual  sovereign  and  possessor  of  the  world."  Menu  takes  especial  care 
to  impress  the  sacredness  of  custom  ; — declaring  that  it  is  transcendent  law,  and  com- 
manding all  twice-born  persons  (as  they  revere  the  divine  spirit  that  is  within  them)  to 
observe  it  with  the  utmost  reverence."    Menu  was  of  the  priestocracy. 

The  Brahmins  at  first  were  beggars.  They  turned  out  to  be  the  worst  of  tyrants,  en- 
sbiving  their  own  fellow  citizens. 

The  code  of  Menu  blended  superstition,  and  was  to  uphold  the  good  of  the  priestlj 
order. 

'*  Among  the  laws  for  reading  the  vedas,  each  time  the  preceptor  must  pronounce 
silently  the  mysterious  O^M.,  the  initials  of  the  unknown  name." 

When  was  it  that  the  priestocracy  overlooked  mystery  1 

Repetition  of  prayers  is  inculcated  on  all  occasions  where  any  pretext  will  serve  to 
introduce  them. 

The  repetition  of  the  prayer  of  prayers  is  alone  sufficient  to  expiate  all  sin,  and  se- 
cure immortal  bliss.     Tho  Supreme  must  be  adored  silently. 

The  morals  inculcated  are  fine  indeed. 

Courtesy  to  the  Brahmins  insures  celestial  beatitude. 

The  marriage  code  is  excellent,  especially  for  the  priests.  Marriages  must  not  be 
contracted  wiUiin  the  sixth  degree  of  consanguinity. 

Penances  are  apportioned,  and  torments  are  threatened  in  the  world  to  < 
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Every  onexpiated  ofienc«  has  its  ponishment  appointed  in  the  future  state ;  and  the 
degree  of  purgatorial  pain  is  fitted  to  the  enormity  of  the  sin. 

The  idea  of  the  Hindoo  purgatory  may  be  traced  to  the  Egyptian  doctrioe  of  trans- 
migratioo. 

All  conditions  of  life  are  regarded  by  the  vedas  as  probationary. 

The  redemption  of  souls  out  of  purgatory  is  supposed  to  be  efiected  by  the  prayers 
of  their  children. 

Hence,  in  the  ancient  poetry  of  India,  woman  is  named  the  giver  of  heaven ;  for,  by 
her,  the  son  is  born.,  whose  prayers  and  ofierings  shall  redeem  the  soul. 

Offerings  to  the  manes  are  inculcated. 

Demons  and  evil  spirits  are  believed  in. 

We  cannot  avoid  asking  here,  what  effect  must  all  such  books  have  had  upon  the 
minds  of  ignorant,  deluded  and  superstitious  people  ? 

Derout  brahmins  must  keep  a  sacred  fire  perpetually  burning  in  their  house.  The 
manes  are  to  be  revered  as  gods.  It  would  take  a  man  all  the  best  time  of  his  life  to 
observe  all  these  particulars — and  strict  attention  to  such  subjects  must  exclude  impor> 
taot  knowledge.  How  ignorant  must  these  people  be  generally !  A  Brahmin  must 
Qot  &hed  the  blood  of  a  Brahmin. 

£rii,  once  committed,  fails  not  of  its  fruit,  if  not  in  the  father,  yet  in  his  children, 
to  the  second  genenution. 

The  fifth  chapter  is  of  diet,  purification  and  women.  Many  kinds  of  animals  are 
QiQinerated  as  unclean.  Every  thing  is  pure  which  a  Brahmin  has  either  praised  or 
^riokled  with  water. 

Uarried  women,  for  the  hope  of  paradise,  are  commanded  to  honor  their  husbands. 

Devotion,  the  life  of  a  hermit,  the  modes  of  self-torment,  are  detailed  to  severe  as- 
wtian. 

Religious  suicide  by  penance,  is  commanded,  and  to  die  under  torment,  is  a  surety 
for  pandise. 

Kings  must  be  held  sacred,  and  treated  with  respect,  even  in  childhood. 

The  code  of  Menu,  like  all  others  that  have  emanated  from  an  ascetical  or  fanatical 
legislation,  aims  rather  to  control  and  punish  the  individual,  than  to  protect  him  in  his 
civil  and  moral  freedom. 

To  Brahmins,  the  sovereign  must  make  manv  and  splendid  gifts,  to  secure  his  happi- 
ness in  this  and  in  a  future  world.  His  council  is  that  of  priests.  He  must  be  always 
guided  by  their  advice. 

The  advancement  of  the  priests  is  inculcated. 

He  is  commanded  to  enlarge  his  empire,  and  to  subdue  neighboring  nations. 

Advocates  and  attorneys  are  very  numerous  in  the  Hindoo  courts,  for  all  ranks  of 
the  people  are  exceedingly  litigious. 

False  swearing  is  a  very  common  and  trivial  offence  among  them,  and  for  a  trifling 
awn,  any  nnmber  of  witnesses  may  be  suborned  ;  nor  do  they  esteem  forgery  a  crime, 
but  count  it  among  venial  offences. 

The  usages  of  law,  not  equity,  are  considered. 

Immemorial  and  barbarous  custom,  is  the  force  of  law,  with  these  people  the  most  of 
»fl  nations. 

This  trait,  the  same  as  with  the  Egyptians,  causes  the  wonderful  duration  of  their 
gorernments.     Caste  and  sect  preserve  this  feature. 

False  oaths  are  commanded,  to  save  the  lifb  of  light  offenders. 

Menu  cautions  the  king  against  offending  Brahmins,  '*  who,  without  perishing,  could 
provoke  those  holy  men,  by  whose  ancestors  the  all-devouring  fire  was  created  V^  Con- 
fession is  equivalent  to  expiation. 

The  priest^s  own  power  which  depends  on  himself,  is  mightier  than  that  of  the  king. 

This  power  consists  in  curses  and  incantations  against  enemies  ;  the  holiest  of  the 
vedas  contains  a  great  number  of  these  weapons,  in  the  form  of  prayer. 

The  penances  may  be  by  walking  on  a  tedious  pilgrimage,  or  repeating  the  whole 
vedas,  Ac. 

The  least  insult  to  a  Brahmin,  is  met  with  a  severe  penance. 

But  no  penance  is  comparable,  for  power,  with  the  repetition  of  the  vedas. 

**  A  priest  who  should  retain  in  his  memory  the  whole  kig-veda,  would  be  absolved 
fr«m  guilt,  though  iie  had  slain  the  inhabitants  of  the  three  worlds.'^ 

'^  As  a  ck>d  of  earth  cast  into  a  great  lake,  sinks  into  it,  so  is  every  sinful  act  sub- 
nwrged  in  the  triple  veda.*' 

**The  primary  tri-lateral  syllable  Q*m,  (or  a.  u.  m.,)  in  which  the  sense  of  the  three 
vedaa"  (i.  e.  the  unity  of  the  Divine  Being)  is  comprised,  must  be  kept  secret,  like 
toother  triple  veda. 
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He  knows  the  Teda,  who  distinctly  knows  the  sense  of  the  word. 

A  knowledge  carefully  concealed  from  the  people,  for  whom  it  was  esteemed  fit  that 
thev  remain  idolaters,  unconscious  of  the  divine  essence. 

So  in  Egypt,  the  knowledge  of  the  one  God  was  hidden  from  the  people,  and  they' 
remained  idolaters. 

The  priest  only  saw  in  the  sacred  idol  or  animal,  a  symbol,  and  not  a  presence  of 
divinity. 

The  final  absorption  of  tlie  soul,  is  believed. 

Millenia  of  torture  by  fire,  are  taught. 

The  opinion  of  one  priest  learned  in  the  scripture,  is  declared  to  be  more  powerful 
than  the  voice  of  all  the  people. 

The  esoterical  doctrine  of  the  Brahmins,  may  be  commuotcated  to  those  only  who 
are  twice  born. 

The  Brahmin  must  consider  the  supreme  omnipresent  intelligence,  as  the  sovereign 
Lord  of  all ;  by  whose  energy  alone  all  exist." 

"  All  nature  must  be  considered  as  existing  in  the  divine  spirit.** 

The  supreme  soul,  the  most  high,  eternal  spirit,  is  present ;  the  highest  essence,  the 
vast  One,  shall  have  the  souls  of  mankind  absorbed  into  himself. 

This  law  recognises  one  God,  but  reserved  that  knowledge  for  a  class,  elected  from 
the  beginning,  to  be  saints  and  sages ;  conniving  at  idolatry. 

The  government  was  absolute,  from  sovereign  to  all  the  local  lords.     In  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  ^  the  wealth,  the  consequence,  the  interest,  or  the  address  of  the 
party,  become  now  the  only  considerations — and,  excepting  when  the  case  i6  so  maivi-  1 
festly  proved  as  to  brand  the  failure  of  redress  with  glaring  infamy,  the  vahie  of  the 
bribe  determines  the  cause.  ^* 

The  trials  by  ordeal,  which  distinguished  Europe  during  the  dark  ages,  holds  a  high  I 
rank  among  the  Hindoos."  ' 

There  are  three  great  powers  among  the  Hindoos.     Brahma  is  the  main  one.  ' 

The  pagan  priestocracy  is  equal  to  the  Roman.  ' 

Can  anything  be  more  Jesuitical  ?     Priestocracy  is  the  same  all  over  the  world.  ' 

We  are  forced  to  exclaim,  that  better  bad  there  been  no  government  with  such  abso- 
lutism and  such  unholy  superstitions. 

The  Hindoos  have  the  greatest  tyranny  over  their  women,  or  wives.  What  better 
Qould  be  expected  from  the  slaves  of  riaves  ? 

The  filth  of  their  towns  is  great. 

Are  the  Hindoos  equal  to  American  Indians,  who  believe  in  a  Great  Spirit  ? 

Their  lower  orders  are  degraded  bv  their  laws  and  their  people. 

In  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine,  May  No.,  1849,  it  is  said  that  "  No  where  among 
men  have  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  society  been  more  exclusively  referred  to  dirine 
authority,  than  by  those  who  instituted  the  theocracy  of  Hindostan.*^ 

The  first  legislator  of  the  Hindoos,  whose  name  it  is  impossible  to  trace,  appears  to 
have  represented  himself  as  the  re-publisher  of  the  wiH  of  God. 

He  informed  his  countrymen,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  world  the  Creator  revealed 
his  duties  to  maft  in  frar  sacred  books,  called  Vcdas ;  that  during  the  first  age,  of  im- 
mense duration,  mankind  obeyed  them,  and  were  happy  :  "  that  during  the  second  and 
tliird  they  only  partially  obeyed,  and  their  happiness  was  proportionately  diminished ; 
that  since  the  commencement  of  the  fourth  age,  disobedience  and  misery  have  totally 
prevailed,  until  the  Vedas  were  forgotten  and  lost ;  that  now,  however,  he  was  conunis- 
sioned  to  reveal  them  anew  to  his  countrymen,  and  to  claim  their  obedience."  ' 

Their  Vedas  speak  of  the  longest  lives,  compared  with  which  Methuselah's  is 
nothing. 

The  division  into  castes,  made  by  the  author  of  the  Hindoo  laws,  may  fairly  he 
considered  the  first  and  simplest  form  of  the  division  of  labor  and  em}doyments. 

The  priest  is  a  character  found  among  the  rudest  tribes,  by  whom  he  is  always 
legarded  aa  of  the  highest  importance.  He  is  the  supposed  means  of  propitiation,  bi^- 
tween  the  supreme  power  and  the  victims  of  superstition. 

The  Brahmins  or  priesthood  aie  generally  found  to  usurp  the  greatest  authority  in  the 
lowest  stata  of  society. 

It  is  only  in  rude  and  isnoiant  timeathat  men  are  so  overwhelmed  with  the  power  of 
superstition,  as  to  pay  unbounded  ^feneration  and  obedience  to  those  who  artfully  clothe 
themselves  with  the  terrors  of  religion. 

The  Brahmins,  among  the  Hindoos,  have  acquired  and  maintained  an  authority  more 
exalted,  moro  commandrng,  and  extensive,  than  the  priest»  have  been  able  to  eogrosa 
among  any  other  portion  (S  mankind. 

And  this  despotism  of  superstition  has  told  awfully  on  the  people.. 
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As  great  a  distance  as  there  is  between  the  Brahmin  and  the  Divinity,  as  great  a  dis- 
taoee  is  there  between  the  Brahmin  and  the  rest  of  his  species. 

The  sacred  books  are  exclusively  his. 

The  shghtest  disrespect  to  one  of  this  sacred  order  is  the  most  atrocious  of  crimes. 

"  For  contumelious  language  to  a  Brahmin,"  says  the  law  of  Menu,  **  a  sudra  must 
hive  an  iron  style  ten  fingers  long  thrust  into  his  mouth ;  and  for  offering  to  give  in- 
i^tru.^tioD  to  priests,  hot  oil  must  be  poured  into  his  mouth  and  ears." 

If  a  sudra,  the  fourth  and  last  class,  or  caste,  sits  upon  tlie  carpet  of  a  Brahmin,  in 
that  ease  the  magistrate  having  thrust  a  hot  iron  into,  and  branded  him,  shall  banish 
liini  ihe  kingdom ;  or  else  he  shall  cut  off  his  buttock. 

I'he  following  precept  refers  even  to  the  most  exalted  classes : — 

"  For  striking  a  Bralmiin,  even  with  a  blade  of  grass,  or  overpowering  him  in  argu- 
ment, subjected  the  offender  to  the  obligation  of  soothing  him,  by  falling  prostrate." 

Not  only  is  extraordinary  respect  and  pre-eminence  paid  to  the  Brahmins,  but  they 
ire  allowed  the  most  striking  advantage  over  all  other  members  of  the  social  body,  in 
almost  everything  which  regards  the  social  state. 

Although  punishment  is  remarkably  cruel  and  sanguinary,  for  the  other  classes  of  the 
Hiodoos,  neither  the  life  nor  even  the  property  of  a  Brahmin  can  be  brought  into  dan- 
ger by  the  most  atrocious  offences. 

As  nmch  the  largest  portion  of  existence,  among  tlie  Hindoos,  is  engrossed  by  the 
performance  of  an  infinite  and  burdensome  ritual,  which  extends  to  almost  every  hour 
of  the  day,  and  every  function  of  nature  and  society,  the  Brahmins,  who  are  the  sole 
judges  in  these  complicated  and  endless  duties,  are  rendered  the  uncontrollable  masters 
of  human  life. 

Thus  elevated  in  power  and  privileges,  the  ceremonial  of  society  is  no  less  remark- 
ably in  their  favor.  They  are  so  much  superior  to  the  king,  that  the  meanest  Brahmin 
would  consider  himself  polluted  by  eating  with  him." 

The  Brahmins  axe  a  sacred  class. 

What  a  blighting  influence  peculiar  faith  has  had  on  the  oriental  authority ;  her  ridicu- 
lous fables  have  been  for  time's  duration,  and  are  only  modifications  of  the  same  object, 
the  elevating  the  priestocracy,  but  degrading  the  people,  country,  and  world. 

They  have  had  in  the  largest  circles  their  destined  result,  a  malign  influence,  inducing 
the  most  feudal  vassalage  of  their  votaries. 

For  thousands  of  years  the  devotees  have  endured  the  worst  of  all  servitudes,  that 
of  mind-vaasalage,  the  most  degrading  of  all. 

Miud,  then,  has  to  examine  the  trinity  of  the  Vedas,  the  prototype  of  subsequent  bi- 
bles, and  fioding  different  trinities,  will  have  necessarily  to  exclude  all,  as  inconsistent 
vith  each  other,  that  their  advocates  desire  to  displace,  and  above  all  inconsistent  with 
God's  universal  attributes. 

The  Hindoo  trinity,  emanating  from  the  ineffable  Brahm,  was  Brahma,  the  Creator, 
Vishnu,  the  preserver,  and  Siva,  the  destroyer. 

Bralim,  the  original,  was  self-existent,  a  mystery  not  to  be  spoken  of.  This  position 
vas  no  doubt  taken," because  the  impostors  could  not  analyze  the  subject,  and  stupidly 
concealed  themselves,  like  all  the  priests,  under  mysteries,  when  pure  philosophy  is  to 
be  resorted  to,  with  all  the  candor  of  truth.     Siva  was  the  evil  genius. 

^  i^lmu  was  to  have  ten  avatars  or  incarnations.  He  has  had  nine,  and  when  he 
comes  the  last  time  will  be  the  armed  avenger. 

In  one  of  these  incarnations  he  appeared  as  Bhudda,  the  god  of  the  universe  ;  and 
^ain,  in  one  as  Juggernaut,  at  whose  festivals  the  hostilities  about  their  faiths,  between 
^  Brahmins  and  priests  of  Bhudda,  are  suspended,  and  all  castes  are  amalgamated,  or 
not  separated. 

Incarnations  are  quite  common,  and  can  be  manufactured  in  priests'  legends. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  world  should  be  imposed  upon,  when  the  light  of  God  should 
and  can  prevent  it ! 

The  peculiar  faith  of  the  Brahmins  is  placed,  by  the  admission  of  Christians,  next  to 
theirs,  however  it  has  degenerated  from  its  exalted  originality. 

That  faith  flouriBhed  t^ee  thousand  years,  according  to  the  conjecture  of  Sir  William 
Jones. 

Now,  the  traditional  unwritten  part  may  have  commenced  thousands  of  years  pre- 
ying, and  run  back  into  the  dark  vistas  of  antiquity. 

Abraham  is  considered  by  Brande  to  have  been  of  this  faith.  Indeed,  there  was  a 
circle  of  the  earth,  including  Western  Asia,  Eastern  Europe,  and  Northern  Africa,  in- 
volved in  the  communism  of  priest  professions,  craft  and  policy,  each  peculiar  to  his 
own  ccuntry,  but  all  potent  for  the  priests,  who  claimed  the  chief  benefits,  as  an  exclu- 
8iTe  caste  of  people,  lording  it  Over  the  people.  , 
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Peculiar  faith  has  all  the  picayune  squabbles  of  the  world-^very  low  and  degraded. 
It  is  not  a  peculiar,  but  the  universal  order  of  the  whole  rational  world  that  is  concerned 
in  religion,  that  binds  all  mankind  to  each  other,  and  the  whole  to  God. 

If  faith  were  peculiar,  as  the  advocates  pretend,  then  God  is  peculiar — bat  relig;ion  is 
aniversal  as  God ;  hence  peculiar  faith  is  a  false  dogma,  enslaving  and  deceiving  the 
world  on  false  pretences. 

All  those  thousand  and  one  tales  about  spiritual  actions,  are  as  a  tub  to  the  whale, 
the  great  people,  all  idle  gossip.  Sophistry  carried  out  is  perjury.  In  physics  and  mor- 
als, do  you  uphold  faithfully  the  exclusive  adoration  of  God  ?  As  you  do  not,  rational 
mind  should  neither  adopt  or  uphold  your  doctrines  or  you.  Mind  could  never  have 
been  sunk  so  low  but  for  priestocracy^s  movements.  No  one  should  foster  mere  pre- 
conceived notions,  or  a  false  position  to  maintain,  as  he  and  all  such  will  be  prostrated 
before  principles. 

There  is  no  slavery  like  the  vassalage  of  mind  to  peculiar  faith.  The  acts  of  pecu- 
liar faith  are  in  collusioUj  that  if  submitted  to  rational  mind  must  be  totally  condemned. 

What  of  all  that  ancient  mass  of  worship  of  peculiar  faiths  remain  but  the  forms  and 
machinery  of  superstition  ?  And  all  such  are  detestable  to  rational  mind.  Some  pecu- 
liar faiths  are  the  most  vulgar  and  obscene.     The  bible  shows  it  plentifully. 

The  very  members  of  peculiar  faith  now  proclaimed  in  the  world  subversive  of  each 
other,  present  the  amplest  refutation  of  the  reality  of  all,  and  exclude  themselves  from 
belief  of  pure  conscience. 

They  are  like  pirates  of  usurpation  around  the  people.  Most  unquestionably  the 
liopes  of  reward  have  excited  cliques  of  usurpers,  who  would  have  had  to  support  their 
false  pretences  by  final  perjury. 

Who  are  the  witnesses  proposed  for  the  peculiar  faiths  ?  Dead.  What !  a  god  to  have 
dead  witnesses  ?    Are  they  mortal  ?     How  could  they  testify  of  God's  adoption  ? 

The  perjury  would  be  complete,  if  carried  through  courts  of  justice.  If  not,  they 
would  be  miscalled.  If  the  bible  were  not  upheld  by  the  dynasties  of  usurpation,  it 
would  be  kicked  out  of  decent  society.  When  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  reign,  conserra- 
tive  principles  are  not  abrogated,  as  they  are  God's,  but  are  overlooked  by  an  iniqniteus 
clique  of  pretenders.  The  suspicion  of  one  bad  deed  or  creed  leads  to  general  io- 
Tolvement. 

Peculiar  faith  domination  is  one  of  the  world's  worst  slaveries.  What  is  social  pro- 
scription in  America  for  proper  views  in  monotheism,  would  be  acts  of  the  hottest  in- 
quisition, if  mind  were  to  succumb  and  permit  it.  All  peculiar  faiths  have  left  the 
world  barbarian  and  antagonistic,  which  rational  religion  must  correct,  humanize,  fra- 
ternize and  civilise  to  all  practicable  refinements  of  mind,  enlightened  by  the  holiest  of 
God's  documents.  No  wonder  the  world,  as  China,  &c.,  has  declared  its  parts  outside 
barbarians,  when  a  barbarous  inside  peculiar  faith  dictated  all  such,  to  the  estrangement 
of  mind's  noblest  blessings,  a  universal  brotherhood.  For  that  reason,  all  secret  socie- 
ties are  hostile  to  the  world's  greatest  refinement  and  civilization. 

Peculiar  faiths  endow  churches,  enrich  a  bloated  priestocracy,  and  increase  peculiar 
privileges ;  while  religion,  endowed  with  ratioruility,  diffuses  the  w6rld's  blessings,  and 
honors  God  in  the  happiness  of  mankind.  What  is  bible  faith  is  of  no  more  value  than 
the  balance,  a  false  pretence  from  first  to  last. 

'All  peculiar  faiths  are  antagonistic  to  each  other,  as  they  are  to  principles ;  hence 
they  could  not  uphold  toleration,  as  they  are  all  intolerant  bigots,  the  best  even  saying 
or  pretending  that  he  who  does  not  believe  shall  be  damned,  and  it  acts  accordingly. 

Citizens  of  America  should  congratulate  themselves  that  they  are  in  a  land  enlightened 
by  rational  mind,  to  the  free  and  liberal  discussions  of  which  trom  tlie  first  the  world  is 
indebted. 

You  need  the  noblest  guarantee  of  your  rights  in  religion,  but  you  can  only  get  abase 
mrrender  of  them  by  peculiar  faith.  I  now  consider  the  mighty  question  solved  amply 
enough  to  satisfy  the  world,  that  all  peculiar  faith  is  a  miserable  humbug.  It  is  the 
most  execrable  pirate  of  society,  the  world.  Of  course,  when  individual  man  renounces 
his  conservative  principles  of  God,  he  is  beyond  as  he  is  below  mind's  censure.  Was 
there  ever  such  a  prostitute  and  harlot,  such  a  murderess  as  peculiar  faith,  that  is  any 
and  all  things  to  the  world,  in  its  insidious  sophistry  ?  She  has  prostituted  all  practicable 
of  the  mind,  and  murdered  its  purest  conscience,  which  she  has  seduced.  Slie  has  tor- 
tured the  world's  peace,  and  has  degraded  its  honor.  She  has  bribed  sectarianism  with 
its  own  gold,  and  pierced  universal  brotherhood  with  her  own  deadliest  weapons.  i)he 
has  mocked  all  that  is  of  religion  but  its  purity  and  innocence,  and  has  upset  all  vith 
the  deadliest  deception.  If  peculiar  faith  were  not  lUlied  to  tho  deepest  sophistry  and 
governments,  it  would  be  kicked  out  of  all  decent,  intelligent  society  at  once.  But  it  is 
an  ally  of  all  practicable  in  despotism. 
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Pecaliar  fkith  has  no  patriotisin,  no  sympathy. 

The  inside  barbarians  are  worse  than  the  outsiders. 

Peculiar  faith  excites  the  worst  passions,  when  she  should  master  them.  What 
Robespierre  did  for  France,  peculiar  faith  would  have  done  and  would  do  for  the  whole 
world.  World  patriots,  stop  her  infuriate,  mad  career.  Peculiar  faith  has  no  inherent 
principles,  only  peculiar  doctrines  to  suit  many  degrading  peculiarities.  Analyze  all 
peculiar  faiths,  and  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  they  were  for  despotic  sophistry  and  mis- 
rule. Are  the  world-people  so  blind  as  not  to  see  all  this  1  Will  freemen,  blessed  with 
the  loveliest  land  and  the  happiest  government,  that  reflects  the  freedom  and  rationality, 
the  pure  religion  of  God,  forget  all  this  ?  Peculiar  faith  makes  emperors  high-priests, 
as  those  of  China  and  Russia,  Thibet  and  Rome,  and  their  people  low  laity,  the  gam- 
\Amg  policy  is  the  first  being  high,  low.  Jack,  and  the  game.  I^is  false  to  rational 
mind  to  say  that  the  people  must  be  governed  by  priestocracy,  superstition,  or  monarchy. 
The  world  has  to  fight  two  brutal  monsters,  despotic  force  power  and  the  Jesuitical 
sophistry  of  the  priestocracy.  It  might  well  commence  with  the  highest,  and  put  down 
emperors  of  China  and  Russia,  and  all  others  of  that  stripe,  high-priests  of  their  nation ; 
also  the  Pope  of  Rome,  and  Grand  Lama  of  Thibet.  What  was  Russia  but  for  the 
conflict  of  mind,  habitually  free  ?  The  whole  machinery  of  the  world^s  peculiar  faith 
would  be  a  miserable  farce  if  it  had  not  been  its  bitterest  tragedy !  Peculiar  faith  cannot 
solve  the  universe  problem  of  union  indissoluble. 

She  stands  in  the  way  of  the  only  means  of  soul-safety,  rational  religion.  As  to  that 
thing  of  contingent  smiles,  dependent  on  the  whim  of  power,  let  good  intelligent  mind 
debver  ns ;  from  all  priestocracy,  church  wiles,  and  chicanery,  mind,  good  and  true, 
deliver  us. 

The  special  acts  of  mind  are  the  conservative  special  providence.  Peculiar  faith 
shocks  Uie  whole  moral,  intellectual  world.  Who  is  the  uod  of  peculiar  faith  ?  Not 
Die  God  of  the  nniYerse  ;  therefore  the  advocates  of  the  first  have  no  God  to  offer  us. 
The  god  of  their  selection  can  do  us  no  good,  and  they  are  estopped  from  the  God  of  the 
universe.  Christianity,  and  all  that  emanates  from  peculiar  bibles,  are  of  peculiar  faith. 
Let  all  be  defined,  as  it  defines  itself.  How  miserably  tied  up,  caught  in  their  own 
peculiar  nets,  are  all  such?  Polytheism,  atheism,  all  peculiar  faith,  are  amenable  to 
correction,  as  they  are  utterly  destitute  of  conservative  principles.  If  a  pastoral  people 
were  unfit,  are  a  barbarian  people  competent  to  civilize  and  refine  the  world  ? 

**  The  Bhuddisttf  believe  that  there  will  be  rewards  and  punishments  hereafter,  and, 
therefore  rack  their  brains  to  devise  fitting  torments  for  the  damned  in  the  infernal 
regions.*'  In  all  countries  of  less  than  constitutional  government  there  is  a  state  faith,  as 
of  China,  Russia,  Thibet,  and  Rome.  Faith  with  them  is  everything  pretendedly,  being 
homanlaw  compulsory  to  man^s  conscience.  With  high  tyranny,  state  governments 
resolve  the  whole,  which  can  only  exist  in  truth,  fact,  and  reason.  Novel  faiths,  in 
some,  would  overturn  the  existing  government.  Where  there  is  a  state  faith,  all  the 
rest,  even  rational  faith,  that  is  religion,  is  discarded.  Now,  just  government  and  faith- 
ful ntional  religion  can  only  abide.  Lamaism  prevails  in  Japan,  &c.  This  is  some- 
thing like  Asiatic  popery ;  or  is  not  Roman  popery  like  it  ?  Its  name  obtains  in  Thibet. 
Fohi  in  China,  or  Bhudda  in  Hindostan,  is  the  other  name.  This  creed  has  the 
mysterious  trinity. — Opposed  to  him  is  an  evil  principle.  The  Son  of  God  of  the 
Thibetians  was  bom  of  a  virgin  in  Cachemir,  and  was  one  thousand  years  before  Christ. 
He  is  the  principal  object  of  divine  worship ;  also  incarnate  god ;  wonder  working 
prophet.  It  is  doubtful,  as  of  Christ,  whether  Bhudda  ever  existed.  Several  have 
assumed  the  name.  Thibet  presents  the  prototype  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  churches. 
It  is  «iid  that  the  Jesuits  were  very  much  astonished  at  the  ceremonies  of  the  priests  of 
Fohi  in  China,  when  they  first  came  there.  They  only  had  the  same  editions.  The 
people  of  China  pay  disrespect  to  the  priests  of  Bhuddism,  while  they  adopt  their  state 
faith. 

The  whole  sabject  of  pecaliar  faith  is  the  same  all  over  the  world.  It  has  no  prin- 
ciples, but  is  petty  grand  larceny  on  the  world,  religion  of  man,  mint!,  the  world,  the 
onivctse.  God^s  own  religion  makes  a  man  of  principle,  the  most  perfect  and  faultless 
gentleman.    Bat  pecaliar  faith  gives  demoralization. 

Never  give  up  the  armaments  to  guard  against  perversions  of  mind.  If  principles  do 
not  avail,  what  will  ?  Peculiar  feith  men  will  oppose  rational  religion,  but  the  world 
will  fiotconsQlt  tories,  nor  surrender  to  traitors  their  diamond  rights.  Let  not  the 
wvcreign  people  of  America  speak  of  the  pecaliar  faith  of  our  fathers,  but  the  religion 
of  ocr  God !    That  is  the  sabhme  position  of  mind. 

^woHar  faith  begets  the  most  extensive  hypocrisy  in  the  world.  All  the  latent 
«wct8  of  bad  morals,  carried  out  by  peculiar  faith,  is  mind's  cannibalism  throughout  the 
world.    Religion  ennobles,  while'pecoliar  faith  degrades  mind. 
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The  nature  of  peculiar  or  false  faith  is  such,  that  the  world  cannot  get  rid  of  its  false 
peculiar  prophecies,  until  all  are  swept  away  by  rationality  of  cultivated  civilized  mind, 
peculiar  faith  afifects  to  be  Catholic,  but  with  pretences  as  false  as  the  foundation, 
whether  Roman,  Greek,  or  Protestant,  all  are  retiring  from  a  field  in  which  "every 
knee  should  bow^*  to  its  institutor.  The  time  will  come  when  all  such  will  be  known 
no  more,  but  as  the  dangerous  toys  of  absolutists  and  priestocracy  to  delude  and  cheat 
the  people  their  sovereigns,  if  they  only  had  exercised  their  mighty  jewel,  their  bril- 
liant, their  diamond  mind,  whose  triumphs  would  give  unfading  lustre.  It  is  your  duty, 
highest,  wisest  world-minds,  statesmen  and  all,  to  put  me  down  if  wrong,  but  to  uphold 
my  writings  if  right.     Let  the  whole  world  look  to  it. 

The  pope,  papa  of  the  Greek  church,  lama,  &c.,  are  at  the  head  of,  and  premise 
monarchical  doctrines.  Will  freemen  act  tory  to  their  republican  liberty  of  mind,  for 
these  aliens  to  mind  ? 

All  the  moderns  may  commit  themselves  about  any  peculiar  faith  of  the  ancients,  but 
all  Jew  and  Gentile  were  only  ignoble,  peculiar,  unworthy  of  rational  mind  in  all  their 
peculiar  faiths.  All  the  ancients  had  only  a  smattering  of  religion,  the  Jew  and  Christiaa 
as  little  as  any,  as  far  they  renounced  rational  religion.  All  peculiar  faiths  renounce 
religion  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  and  only  retain  what  God  first  imparted  of  the  elemeots, 
though  sadly  deteriorated.  The  ancients,  even  Aristotle,  could  not  separate  complex 
ideas  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  the  preserver,  as  well  as  the  creator,  the  organizer. 
They  could  only  comprehend  the  evil,  not  the  effect  of  derangements  of  conservative 
elements  by  perverse  mind,  or  as  defective  appreciations  and  misapprehensions,  but  as 
emanating  from  powers  antagonistic  to  the  good.  Thus,  all  such  stuff  run  tlirou{;h  all 
peculiar  faiths,  most  sadly  deficient,  degenerating  into  absurd  metaphysics,  whether  up- 
held by  eastern  or  western  sages,  even  a  Plato.  The  atheists  were,  and  are,  as  good 
as  the  polytheists,  for  the  first  make  no  God,  and  the  last  make  equivalents.  There 
can  be  no  Supreme,  where  there  are  detractions  therefrom.  The  Jewish  priestocracy 
first  make  a  very  inferior  creation,  correspondent  to  their  ignorant  position  of  }.hilo- 
sophical  science,  and  have  the  creator  miserably  deficient.  As  all  such  systems  are 
amenable  to  philosophical  science  for  correction,  all  the  afiiliated  absolutists  preach  up 
for  faith,  to  sustain  Uie  whole  monster  deprived  of  light.  All  their  charlatan  priestocnicj 
preach  against  philosophy  and  science,  as  they  can  roost  successfully  assaQ  such  false 
pretences. 

It  is  needless  to  talk  about  the  Jews  of  all  the  ancients  having  the  idea  of  one  God, 
when  they  necessarily  had  only  peculiar  faith,  and  did  not  have  the  idea  of  the  God  of 
the  universe.  Their  god  was  peculiar  to  their  nation,  of  course  was  the  peculiar  work- 
manship of  their  priestocracy  brains,  the  stone-stupid  tablets,  to  make  an  idolatrous 
people  subservient  to  their  government,  and  their  unholy,  and  ungodly,  selfish  interests. 

Cannot  the  whole  modern  world  see  through  their  iniquities  ?  If  it  cannot,  it  is 
hopelessly  lost  to  all  rationality,  the  unappreciable  God-gift. 

The  world  has  been  martyrized,  victimized  enough  by  peculiar  faitlis,  its  bloodiest 
enemies,  the  blood-hounds  of  mankind.  If  mind  was  not  peculiarly  blind,  by  peculisr 
interests  of  absolutism  in  its  peculiar  forms,  it  would  soon  see  it. 

All  peculiar  faith  has  no  peculiar  claim  at  all  to  religion,  all  such  being  man's  de- 
vice, superstition  for  peculiar  purposes,  the  merest  counterfeits  gotten  up  by  tlie  priest- 
ocracy of  the  world  for  worldly  purposes.  All  the  advocates  having  surrendered 
reason  for  peculiar  faith,  they  have  no  tribunal  but  that  of  the  ruling  dynasty  of  bigots, 
and  the  last  never  had  any  justice  or  its  right,  rational  perception.  They  are  all  gone, 
indeed,  on  their  own  self-willed  position.  Let  us  have  no  peculiar  faith,  the  best  that 
mind  can  devise,  as  all  Confucian  or  any,  are  ungodly. 

If  individual  peculiar  faith  be  a  curse,  what  must  not  national  peculiar  faith  be? 
Just  in  proportion  to  its  means.    What  outrage  upon  the  world,  mind,  people,  God. 

The  mildest  monarchical  governments  have  state  faith,  that  tells  its  own  talc,  sa 
rational  mind  of  the  people  permits ;  if  there  be  autocracy,  the  emperor  fools,  cheats, 
the  people,  as  head  priest.  Priest  is  synonymous  with  cheat,  as  by  him,  the  world  iit 
cheated.  As  to  subjects  of  monarchies,  however  great  their  intellects  supporting  pecu- 
liar faiths,  are  the^  not  doing  their  duty  as  loyal  subjects,  carrying  out  their  double  duty 
to  peculiar  education  that  has  formed  a  second  nature  ?  When,  then,  any  bright  intel- 
lect is  named,  allied  to  such  faith,  we  must  analyze  the  whole  peculiar  influences  that 
tyrannized  over  his  deepest  nature.  The  wisest  nation  will  institute  nothing  less  than 
the  best  rational  education,  as  the  highest  doty  to  its  citizens,  who  will  repay  the  world, 
mind,  religion,  God,  many  fold.  To  give  then  peculiar  education,  is  next  to  an  un- 
pardonable sin.  The  world  can  give  no  credence  to  the  priestocracy,  that  are  the  pul- 
pit sophists.  Absolutism  sustains  worse,  and  is  answerable  for  all  its  misdemeanors 
«nd  crimes.     Did  I  ever  say  all  these  acted  felony  to  man  ?    I  say  it  was  worse,  all 
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wu  UMphemy  to  God,  the  God  of  the  universe.  They  shall  not  mistake  me,  and 
ha?e  any  mental  resenration  that  it  is  their  peculiar  god  that  they  seek  to  palm  on  tho 
world.  The  world  should  act  like  freemen,  worthy  of  a  Jefferson,  Franklin  and  Paine. 
Ah !  but  you  affect  some  conscience,  as  these  men  were  not  perfect.  Are  you  looking 
It  the  peifection  of  man,  or  the  conservative  principles  of  mind  ?  If  you  discard  for 
peifKHial  considerations,  you  are  most  ingloriously  condemned,  as  all  your  bible  heroes 
are  mock  characters,  the  disgrace  to  mind  and  its  beneficent  principles. 

When  you  decide  your  god  for  a  mock  system  of  faith,  you  do  the  same  by  your 
conscience.  You  dwarf  both.  But  you  affect  to  draw  out  of  the  category  of  polythe- 
ism, as  yon  are  a  believer  in  trinity.  That  defines  your  position  positively  in  that  cate- 
gory, and  you  are  either  hypocrite  to  deny,  or  dolt  not  to  perceive  the  absurdity.  Why  do 
you  not  act  like  a  rational  man,  since  your  Creator  has  endowed  your  mind  with  all  the 
mighty  elements  of  rationality?  You  not  only  have  one-third  of  a  God,  worse  than 
atbeiuD,  that  makes  all  nature  God,  a  mere  substitution  of  terms  at  last,  that  is  unequal 
to  the  devil,  your  own  distempered  creation,  as  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  a  most 
foolish  idea,  but  you  have  other  partial  gods,  angels,  spirits,  ghosts,  witches,  wizards. 
You  not  only  make  your  bible  an  idol,  but  you  idolize  nothing  but  the  priestocracy  crea- 
tion, as  the  contents  of  that  infamous  book.  You  go  further  in  your  maniacal  absurd  itY» 
that  is  as  foolish  as  perverted  mind  of  priestocracy  can  get  to  be  ;  you  say  the  world 
could  get  no  other  idea  of  God,  but  from  your  exploded  bible.  I  say  this  is  the  most 
absurd  of  all  idiocies.  The  world  of  mind  never  could  get  your  bible  ideas  of  God^s 
perversions,  without  the  obliquity  and  perversions  of  your  priestocracy  and  bible  ;  but 
it  could  not  miss  the  God  of  the  universe,  to  read  his  creation  by  his  science  and 
philosophy,  vouchsafed  to  rational  mind.  Peculiar  faith  people  cannot  define  rational  re- 
ligion, and  of  course  they  cannot  practice  it,  much  less  possess  it.  The  deadly  hostile 
feods  among  the  grand  divisions  oi  peculiar  faith,  not  to  mention  those  of  the  same  fami- 
lies, bespeak  anything  else  than  love  to  neighbors,  much  less  to  God,  who  is  cut  up, 
divided  and  sub-divided,  conspired  against,  blasphemed  and  outraged  by  the  priestocra- 
cies.    Its  messiahships  are  the  fooleries  of  the  world. 

That  peculiar  faith  that  gets  the  ascendancy  and  suits  the  reigning  dynasty,  is  the 
pretended  true  one.  The  Confucius  of  China  rules  out  the  Eastern  and  Western  Bhudd- 
liisffl,  and  is  administered  by  the  empernr  who  assumes  the  high  priest  office,  under 
whom  are  the  priestocracy  the  mandarins.  But  some  approve  of  the  civil  oflicers 
holding  also  the  peculiar  faith,  yet  all  such  is  odious  corruption  of  government  as  well 
« religion.  The  world  needs  no  priestocracy,  much  less  civil  oflicers  of  government 
which  is  necessarily  corrupted.  It  becomes  American  freemen  to  teach  the  humbug- 
ged world  as  much  in  religion  as  constitutional  government.  To  do  so,  they  must  have 
the  highest  rationality  and  purity  in  both.  If  the  world  of  peculiar  faith  were  not  to 
•wear  to  the  truth  of  their  faith,  for  which  they  sacrifice  themselves  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  they  would  be  hypocrites.  And  if  they  do  swear,  they  would  be  perjurers.  Priesto- 
cracy peculiar  faith  is  one  great  piece  of  patchwork,  on  the  ancient  oracles  a  great  ex- 
crescence deformity,  that  botches,  tinkers  and  cobblers  have  manufactured  to  meet  the 
market,  the  peculiar  market  of  the  world. 

As  to  the  cause,  all  the  world,  talents,  cannot  uphold  it,  but  if  committed  thereto  must 
Silk  with  it.  Peculiar  faith  is  a  deformity  on  the  world,  has  no  principles,  truth  or  ra- 
tional faith — all  borrowed  capital,  and  ungratefully  obtained  on  false  pretences  of  religion 
that  is  basely  slandered  and  its  author  robbed,  his  universe  miserably  imposed  upon.  It 
is  the  ignoble  priestocracy  that  keeps  the  world  in  difiiculty  about  peculiar  faith,  when 
titioaal  conscience  propels  to  religion.  We  have  an  illustration  by  the  Mormons,  Ma- 
hometans, &c.,  how  peculiar  faith  can  grow  like  a  mushroom  on  false  pretences,  on 
which  all  is  built.  Intelligent  virtuous  freemen  ought  to  be  the  last  people  to  adopt,  and 
first  to  reject  peculiar  faith  tory  and  unprincipled,  smuggled  in  by  the  pirates  of  mind, 
the  brute  force  of  absolutists,  and  the  malign  sophistry  of  priestocracies.  There  are 
millions  to-day  devoted  to  this  world-curse,  that  would  victimize  the  whole  world  by 
peculiar  faith,  that  would  see  it  murdered  under  that  plea,  and  would  perjure  themselves 
the  wont  to  have  it  fastened  on  all  minds.  No  age  can  render  the  past  vassal  as  it  was, 
the  master  of  the  future.  No  slave  of  past  peculiar  faiths  can  be  any  example  for 
freemen.  Mind  and  rationality  are  inseparable  in  the  universe,  that  is  exclusively  and 
ntiooally  addressed  to  rational  mind.  All  peculiar  faith  is  to  the  world,  like  the  fatal 
gift  of  the  poisoned  shirt  to  Hercules,  as  the  fable  moral  has  it.  How  absurd  to  have 
to  go  to  the  intermediates,  messiahs  and  priestocracies,  who  have  to  go  of  course  not  to 
the  creator  of  the  universe,  but  to  their  created  peculiar  God!  What  benefit  is  that  to 
yoo,  or  any  rational  being  ?  The  work  of  sectarianism  is  manifest,  all  over  the  world. 
The  Bhuddbist  thinks  in  his  miserable  bigotry,  that  he  is  too  pure  for  the  rest  of  the 
world !    He  not  only  will  not  permit  the  touch  of  others  if  avoidable,  but  has  most  difil- 
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cult  regulations  and  tedious  rites  and  purifications  to  redeem  his  supposed  polhitioii 
about  the  touch.     Is  his  food  touched,  ^s  utensil  used  by  others,  they  are  polluted ! 

Is  this  ungodly  and  inhuman  pollution  of  peculiar  faith  never  to  be  expungpd  off  the 
face  of  the  globe,  by  rational  maul  No  wonder  that  this,  the  first  country  of  the  conti- 
nent, Hindostan  especially,  has  been  ruined  by  tliis  bitter  curse  of  the  priestocracy. 
Yes,  the  priestocracy  can  curse  with  a  bitter,  a  horrible,  and  impious  curse,  and  its  blight 
falls  on  country  and  all  alike,  made  abject  vassals.  People  of  the  world,  renounce  all 
such  curses,  the  world  over. 

How,  church  member  Republican,  can  you  convict  the  autocrat,  the  head  pontiff, 
high'priest  that  rules  his  people  with  military  despotism  and  bible  superatition,  when  the 
last  appeals  to  faith,  a  part  of  his  government?  How  can  you  dissent  from  your  own 
position  ?  You  are  then  self-impeached  by  a  clash  of  principles,  that  convict  and  utterly 
condemn  you.  Retire  from  your  senseless  and  ignoble  position,  and  never  pretend  that 
you  are  pure  in  government,  when  your  impurity  in  bad  faith  entirely  silences  you  for 
ever. 

The  bloody  piratical  tory  flag  of  peculiar  faith  has  to  be  surrendered.  How  dare  these 
peculiar  faith  oemagogues  of  the  earth  to  deform  it,  by  such  outrages  on  God  and  man ! 
We  are  indebted  to  the  Jew  as  well  as  others,  for  all  this  intolerable  abomination,  pecu* 
liar  faith.     Down  with  this  world-curse,  nations  of  the  earth.     A  citizen  of  one  coun- 

§^  cannot  go  to  another  country «  without  this  abominable  curse  staring  him  in  the  face, 
e  cannot  participate  with  the  people,  nor  associate  without  the  most  abject  vassalage. 
No  mind  degradation  is  the  adoration  of  the  Creator.  Down  with  this  relic  of  barba- 
rous ages,  the  most  contemptible  of  the  world  usage. 

Religion  by  peculiar  faith,  is  the  tool  and  instrument  of  tyrants.  Peculiar  faith  is  a 
smuggler  all  the  time.  The  world  needs  religion  most  rational  to  hold  all  the  whims, 
crimes,  and  sins  of  peculiar  faith  in  abeyance,  to  tell  all  the  priestocracy,  the  Imperial 
Pontiffs,  Popes  and  Papas,  Grand  Lamas,  and  all  the  tribe,  that  they  are  the  vilest  of 
the  vile  world.  Impostors  and  swindlers  of  souls,  not  only  denounce  them  and  all  their 
fool  false  pretenders,  but  silence  them  at  once  by  the  majesty  of  truth  and  good  faith, 
to  the  only  faith,  the  representative  of  nature's  facts.  The  Bhuddist  peculiar  faith 
unsettles  the  world,  disorganizes  and  deranges  in  its  harrowing  agitations. 

What  peculiar  faith  has  not  this  peculiar  vice  ?  Rejoice,  O  rational  mind,  that  you 
can  secure  the  proper  analysis  and  solution  of  this  world-wide,  this  universe  problem. 
Peculiar  faith  has  various  dyed  garments  of  patch-work,  bedecked  in  all  the  tinsels  of 
a  world's  gewgaw.  In  what  a  quagmire  is  peculiar  faith,  about  each  other's  creeds. 
If  the  world  believes  them,  they  are  the  worst  of  creation.  By  their  own  position, 
self-declared.  Christians  are  Jew  parricides. 

I  fear  the  gifts  and  givers  in  peculiar  faith.  Rational  mind  would  have  to  play  the 
hypocrite,  to  pretend  to  adopt  it ;  so  much  then  for  the  supposed  authority  of  supposed 
great  men's  example.  What  is  all  such  worth  ?  Suppose  the  whole  world  were  to 
pretend  to  such.  What  corruption.  What  ill-will  and  crabbedness,  prevail  between 
those  of  peculiar  faith.  In  the  same  village,  those  of  different  churches  generate  a 
miserable  state  of  things.  Church  bigotry  is  the  absurd  worship  of  peculiar  faith  and 
bibles,  the  priestocracy,  instead  of  the  adoration  of  the  Almighty  God.  What  is  the 
world  ?  Much  of  it  is  peculiar  faith.  Peculiar  faith  people  do  not  know  what  reli* 
gion  is ! 

Peculiar  faith  commits  highway  robbery  and  spoliations  on  the  world.  The  compre- 
hensive liberal  justice  of  rational  religion  excludes  all  contracted  caucus,  and  frees  the 
mind  from  all  improper  earthly  sophisticated  allegiance.  Pisculiar  faith  is  one  of  the 
alloys  of  the  world,  having  not  the  least  intrinsic  element  of  religion.  The  Jews,  the 
Hindoos,  have  been  ruined  by  their  peculiar  faiths.  Let  the  balance  of  the  world  be- 
ware for  itself.  Rational  mind  under  its  glorious  munificent  mission  of  free  agency,  is 
to  rescue  the  world  from  mind's  perversions  and  abuses.  What  are  they  ?  Absolutism, 
with  all  its  diversities  and  variations  of  sophistry,  bigotry,  usurpation  and  monopoly. 
We  do  not  need  peculiar  faith  and  its  bibles,  bat  religion  and  its  code,  the  bible  of 
rational  mind — ^no  speculation  but  facts.  Peculiar  faith  has  retarded  the  noblest  bene- 
fits of  mind  in  all  ages,  pushing  forward  its  own  ills  and  evils.  Is  that  religion,  that 
raises  the  whole  machinery  of  bullying  institutions,  proscriptions,  and  ostracisms,  ex- 
communication, wholesale  butcheries  and  massacres,  to  perpetrate  its  ignoble  peculiar 
faith  ?  How  do  Christians,  Mahommedans,  and  Mormons  feel  exotics  on  an  eclectic, 
that  if  right,  kills  them,  but  as  wrong,  all  are  killed  by  rational  faith  ?  They  are  dead 
anyhow. 

Religion  commenced  with  God,  peculiar  faith  commenced  with  the  priestocracy, 
obliquity,  and  iniquity  of  mind,  that  worshipped  the  servants  of  rational  mind,  that  com- 
'  I  the  universe  problem,  that  does  justice  to  itself,  to  its  God  of  the  oniverae.    We 
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do  not  want  a  faith  to  exist  to  trample  as  a  despotic  master,  where  it  is  not  fit  to  be 
owned  as  a  slave.  All  the  peculiar  faiths  arouse  all  the  means  to  sophistry  as  clair- 
royance,  superstition,  with  their  thousand  false  statements,  as  knocking  to  be  heard. 
Ail  peculiar  faith  must  be  knocked  in  the  head,  then  all  sophistry,  all  village  and  world- 
bickerings,  will  die  a  wholesale  death  as  true  peculiar  faith.  Where  did  you  get  peculiar 
faith  from  ?  Its  age  makes  no  difference,  and  it  matters  not,  as  all  of  it  together  is  of 
no  account,  being  counterfeit. 

The  priestocracy  are  the  same  everywhere.  Both  come  from  false  pretences.  But 
the  Confucian  is  more  philosophical  than  others.  O,  no,  the  Emperor  of  China  has  it 
for  a  state  fiiith,  assuredly  for  all  the  arts  of  government.  He  has  excluded*ali  tho 
others  as  state  faith.  The  prejudices  of  the  people  are  enlisted  by  superstition  of 
course.  As  concerns  all  peculiar  faiths,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  tlieir  poison  is 
analogous,  and  would  be  relatively  pernicious  unless  counteracted  by  mind.  Christianity 
is  what  we  have  in  Bhudhism.    India  has  given  it  to  the  world. 

Jew,  what  do  you  say  1  The  Brahmin  or  Chaldean  has  given  you  your  bible  ideas — 
probably  through  Egypt.  What  can  you  make  out  of  peculiar  faith  ?  The  works, 
collusions,  and  combinations  of  king  and  priestcraft,  to  gull  the  people  to  pay  taxes 
and  tithes,  and  bow  their  neck  to  vassalage.  But  could  man  do  that  ?  Have  priests 
any  conscience  ?  No  more  than  all  their  faiths  in  all  their  forms  have  any  foundation. 
D^  God  ever  sanction  one  of  them  ?  Not  the  God  of  Creation,  and  if  their  peculiar 
god  did,  it  was  all  the  creation  of  the  priestocracy  who  created  the  peculiar  petty  idol, 
ud  all  he  spoke,  they  manufactured  by  mind-jugglery. 

But  why  did  God  not  sanction  ?  Because  he  had  previously  given  the  universe  a 
sublime  and  soul-exalted  dowry  religion.  All  that  peculiar  faith  presents,  is  false  pre- 
tences. The  bible-man  affects  that  all  things  are  possible  with  God.  This  is  false — 
sophistry.  Pulpit  sophists  of  the  priestocracy  pretend  it.  The  solution  given  by  man, 
is  false.  God  has  his  way  to  have  all  things  possible,  not  man^s  folly,  that  involves 
crime,  evO,  negatives  of  God's  good.  Peculiar  faith,  with  all  its  iniquitous  disguises, 
ud  fiilse  pretences  about  religion,  is  nothing  but  an  insidious  form  of  despotic  govern- 
ment Most  of  the  peculiar  faiths  have  been  handed  down  without  analysis.  The 
ancients  could  not  analyze  the  complex  ideas  about  good  and  evil,  that  the  last  is  the 
negative  of  the  other. 

It  is  mind's  perversions  and  deficiencies  that  cannot  comprehend  these  things.  God 
might  as  well  have  a  million  of  angels  to  prop  up  this  earth,  as  only  to  carrv  messages. 
An  angel  means  a  messenger.  Now,  if  he  needed  one  angel  for  any  such  ousiness,  he 
needed  then  the  whole- crowd,  and  the  whole  fabric  of  the  priestocracy  creation,  would 
bare  gone  to  the  speediest  chaos.  What  blockheads,  the  dramatists,  not  to  carry  out 
the  whole  consistently.  The  whole  creed  is  utterly  defective,  and  &lls  to  the  ground. ' 
If  any  defender  seeks  to  uphold  it,  he  will  make  it  and  himself  utterly  ridiculous.  The 
▼cry  thing  that  the  world  should  discuss  properly,  the  facts  are  there  withheld  ly  the 
falw  pretences  men.  What  is  the  position  between  the  main  sects  of  peculiar  faith  ? 
Will  a  christian  love  a  Jew  ?  Why  not  ?  O,  he  is  of  different  faith.  That  kills  the 
objector  dead. 

Why  does  not  the  monotheist  approve :  why  are  there  any  conflicts  ?  The  mono- 
tbeist  has  no  temporal  interest  in  the  priestocracy  speculation,  and  if  there  be  conflicts, 
they  come  from  the  peculiar  faith-priestocracy,  who  seek  loaves  and  fishes. 

Will  all  the  world  peculiar  faith  people  never  learn  that  they  are  stupidly,  constantly 
posing  themselves  and  outraging  God,  by  perpetrating  fooleries,  pretending  to 
jniraeles  and  prophecies,  to  impeach  pure  religion  and  render  her  odious,  discard- 
in?  the  mity  of  God  in  his  sublime  supremacy  ?  Was  there  ever  such  suicidal  policy 
with  any  but  maniacs  ?  Who  but  Jesuitical  priestocracies  could  have  ever  devised 
soch  absurd  abominations  ?  All  peculiar  faith  corrupts  the  world-mind.  What  can  we 
learn  from  peculiar  faith  pulpits  ?  Mind  is  misled  all  the  time  from  God  of  the  universe 
to  the  peculiar  god  of  the  priestocracy,  who  must  be  represented  by  them  and  their 
i>|ble8,  else  they  would  drop  into  insignificance  and  annihilation  at  once.  That  is  the 
difference  between  the  God  of  the  universe  and  the  peculiar  god  of  the  priestocracy, 
and  their  cliques  and  minions,  that  the  first  embraces  religion,  whereas  peculiar  faith 
People  and  bibles  have  to  sustain  the  other.  What  a  god,  people,  a  monstrosity,  that 
drag's  the  sword,  and  puts  the  father  against  the  son,  makes  the  sectarian  christ  quar- 
rel with  his  father  Jew,  the  Protestant  quarrel  eternally  with  his  father  the  Romanist, 
puts  the  people  of  the  world  together  by  their  ears  and  hearts,  by  their  low,  degraded 
feuds,  pits  a  large  part  of  the  world  against  another  part,  that  seduces  the  world  from 
^  true  faith  to  which  it  is  antagonized  by  the  bribery  of  the  priestocracy,  and  bribes 
woscience  to  commit  blasphemies,  perjury,  surrendering  the  best  only  fund,  God-given, 
^  W  future  happiness  for  an  earthly  non-entity.     Where  is  mind  ?    Crushed  by  its 
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own  heel,  made  by  despotism  and  sophistry.  As  peculiar  bibles  beget  peculiar  faith, 
wtiat  is  that  worth  to  rational  mind  or  its  God  ?  Who  can  define  peculiar  faith  ?  Is  it 
deliuable  ?  It  cannot  possess  the  rational  mind,  of  course.  What  a  monster,  then, 
with  which  the  light  and  peace  of  God  cannot  dwell. 

It  has  taken  mind  thousands  of  years  to  master  peculiar  faith,  the  intruder  by  tol- 
eration, how  long  will  it  take  it  to  reach  rational  religion  ?  The  ancients  sacrificed  os- 
tensibly millions  to  peculiar  faith.  What  do  the  moderns  sacrifice?  The  idea  of  mak- 
ing mind  and  people  peculiar,  could  only  have  originated  with  the  degraded  jesnitical 
bigotry  of  priests^  selfishness.  How  correct  it  ?  By  church  1  That  has  no  princi- 
ple, rrinciples  must  correct  it.  God  proves  his  own  record  ;  how  then  can  he  prove 
man^s  ?  Man^s  only  proves  itself  by  conforming  to  God^s  principles,  from  which,  if 
divergent,  its  perversion  is  self-marked.  A  conservative  revolution  in  all  this  matter 
must  arise. 

A  peculiar  education  may  be  peculiar  seduction  of  mind.  Various  are  the  opinions 
about  the  disposition  of  the  soul.  The  Hindoos  would  have  a  diflferent  locatioo  for 
souls  than  the  metempsychosis  had  they  been  acquainted  with  the  universe. 

Give  us  religion,  but  no  peculiar  faith,  no  suc^h  bibles,  or  priestocracy,  or  churches. 
All  peculiar  faith  advocates  have  diversified  pretensions  to  what  is  right  on  the  globe, 
and  falling  short  of  universal  justice,  which  is  religion.  Religion  is  the  coosumma- 
tion  of  unity,  of  correct  universal  appreciation  of  right. 

Let  religion  advance.  Peculiar  Uiith  people  have  had  a  miserable  non-appreciation 
of  it,  however  desired.  The  mass  of  the  world  mean  right  about  religion,  but  they 
have  been  defrauded,  swindled  out  of  their  rights.  The  absolutists  and  agitators  of  the 
world  are  foolish,  thereby  cutting  short  the  very  cord  that  binds  man  to  his  noblest  ele- 
vation. Thev  go  to  bloodshed  and  its  attendant  trains,  war,  pestilence  and  famine- 
barbarism.  l*he  degraded  dwarf-circle  of  bigotry  is  in  the  same  dotage  for  all  life- 
time. Do  not  sneak.  Adopt  principle,  and  you  can  face  the  world.  You  can  tri- 
umph over  the  whole  world  by  one  principle.  Where  does  peculiar  faith  rule  1  In  the 
pockets  of  the  priestocracy.     Where  does  religion  prevail  ?    In  rational  minds. 

Are  not  the  abuses  of  peculiar  faith,  most  oppressive  to  mind  and  the  rights  of  the 
world  ? 

What  but  the  worst  abuse  caused  the  putting  down  the  free  state  of  the  Romans,  by 
miscalled  brother  republicans,  for  doing  the  same  thing  as  the  last  ? 

The  more  tyrannical  a  government,  the  more  influence  does  church  have  with  state. 

All  but  principles  beget  creeds,  that  have  the  elements  of  confusion  and  their  own 
destruction. 

Look  at  the  clash  of  all  creeds  in  the  world,  and  of  the  world,  not  of  God,  whose 
principles  clash  not. 

What  is  the  diflference  between  any  professions  of  peculiar  faith  ?  It  is  all  in  degree 
and  variety  of  alloy. 

While  one  interdicts  the  bible  from  the  people,  all  interdict  rational  mind  in  faith,  and 
rational  discussion,  preferring  their  own  blasphemy  in  interdicting  the  universal  and 
appropriate  rights  of  God.  They  exclude  the  possibility  by  their  traditions,  so  fast  by 
fetters  on  the  human  mind,  of  obtaining  all  the  legitimate  benefits  of  progressive  im- 
provement, from  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  the  mental,  the  only  true  one. 

Their  dogmas  exclude  the  humanity  of  genius,  and  weigh  down  mankind  by  all  the 
iron  sceptre  of  clannishness. 

But  why  the  scowl  on  free  rational  discussion  of  religious  doctrines,  and  proscription 
placed  on  the  correct  conclusion  ? 

What  do  the  mere  laymen  followers  of  the  church  know,  but  to  adopt  what  is  called 
faith? 

Can  any  peculiar  system  be  placed  on  the  merits  of  reason,  before  the  people  1  They 
can  only  seek  faith  that  betrays  the  rights  of  the  people. 

No  rational  being  can  withhold  reason  about  faith,  if  he  do,  then  all  are  withheld 
from  him  as  absurdly. 

What  diflference  is  there,  whether  there  be  thousands,  three  or  four  Gods,  all  is  poly- 
theism ? 

But  what  curious  character  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  has  had  by  authority 
of  the  bible. 

"  Satan  is  said  to  have  fallen  from  heaven  with  all  his  company."  The  bible's  heaven 
is  not  equal  to  the  modern  earth.  He  is  the  evil  genius  of  the  world ;  of  course,  if 
the  bible's  God  permits  this,  he  participates  in  the  act :  what  a  libel. 

Peculiar  faith  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  mythical  or  fanatical,  seems  to  be  the  deepest 
conspiracy  of  mind  perverted  to  override  mind,  crushed  by  brute  force  and  sophistry. 

It  had  to  improve,  as  the  mind  of  the  people  improved,  by  regular  gradations,  and  its 
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bnrdeoB  from  the  baildini;^  of  pyramids  to  that  of  temples,  was  in  accordance  thereto. 
The  peculiar  faith  of  foreigners,  is  called  that  of  heathenism,  as  if  they  were  the 
mIy  barbarians. 

Peculiar  faith  that  admits  Polygamy  as  the  Hebrew  patriarchal  dispensation,  de- 
moralizes most  ignominiously,  the  world. 

Rational  law  t£at  emanates  from  rational  religion,  excludes  all  such  peculiar  faith, 
and  its  felonious  customs- 

Constitotional  representative  republicanism,  requires  rational  laws  that  legalizes 
marriage  according  to  the  arbitrament  of  nature,  that  approximates  equality  of  number 
io  the  sexes. 

When  peculiar  faith  prevails,  the  people  are  liable  to  any  amount  of  false  steps  and 
posidoD,  as  any  amount  of  such  faith  may  be  added. 

Reformation  will  never  heal  the  corruption,  as  it  is  too  partial,  therefore  conservative 
rerolation  is  necessary  to  exclude  the  errors  of  faith,  that  are  too  powerful  for  refor- 


AU  peculiar  faith  is  priest  faith,  from  which  we  might  ask  the  good  Lord  to  deliver 
OS,  were  it  not  useless  to  ask  delivery  from  the  worst  of  all  corrupt  governmenU>,  when 
the  world^s  people  make  themselves  participant  in  their  corrupt  ignorance  and  de- 
grading superstition. 

All  that  adopt  peculiar  faith,  have  never  appreciated  the  universe  author,  and  may 
expeet  to  be  cashiered  by  the  holy  chancery,  if  they  knowingly  continue  the  error, 
along  with  all  those  that  join  peculiar  faith  churches  from  any  but  pure  motives. 

There  are  low  characters  of  all  persuasions,  that  are  reckless  of  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  conscience  and  mind. 

All  priest-iaith  dies  hard,  with  its  many  heads  this  dragon  has  to  be  cut  down. 

CONFESSION. 

CoRRssioN  is  boasted  of  as  a  triumph  in  peculiar  faith,  when  securing  by  remorse 
^  conscience  a  few  dollars  overdrawn. 

Rational  religion  prevents  all  that  at  first,  by  one  of  its  chief  attributes,  honesty. 

Bo  we  hear  of  the  numerous  murders  concealed  and  confession  withheld ;  the  thou- 
sands of  corruptions  unknown  and  unredressed  ?  The  priestocracy^s  confessional  the 
most  desirable  of  all,  to  be  made  for  the  lughest  of  all  crimes,  blasphemy  to  the  God  of 
the  uBiverse. 

Of  the  fornication  and  adultery,  that  may  lead  to  murder  and  many  miseries. 

Are  the  principals  themselves  guiltless  ? 

What  confessional  of  faith  can  sin  make  to  sin  ? 

Arrest  not  by  reckless  impiety  God^s  attributes,  sinful,  weak  mind. 

Thou  canst  reach  the  very  elements  of  proper  sense,  to  assume  this  character. 

Undertake  not  to  define  the  limits  and  character  of  God,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom. 

Recall  thy  libel,  and  repent  of  thy  iniquity  and  blasphemy. 

Let  us  hear  only  of  religion  that  reason  can  hail  as  affording  all  the  elements  of 
greatness  of  mind,  dignity  of  character,  performance  of  duty,  and  rendition  of  highest 
allegiance  to  the  Almighty. 

It  is  idle,  useless,  and  absurd,  to  expect  any  other  means  than  through  the  responsible 
oiiiKi  of  each  rational  being,  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  life,  and  reach  all  that  belongs 
to  it  in  its  whole  duty. 

How  important,  then,  is  confession  to  a  mortal ! 

We  can  neither  speak  to  the  world,  nor  indite  a  book,  without  recurring  to  the 
requirements  ajid  responsibility  of  rational  mind  that  denounces  all  such  8tud^ 
'  All  we  say  and  do,  are  by,  through,  and  for  mind,  not  ignorant  stultified  priests.     But 
all  this  is  of  a  piece,  with  the  other  ridiculous  machinery  of  priestocracy  and  peculiar 
faith. 

When  the  world  becomes  enlightened,  then  peculiar  faith  cannot  exist. 

It  will  die  an  ignoble  death,  the  tool  of  absolutism. 

Citizens,  patriots,  and  philanthropists,  decide  this  mighty  question,  the  sooner  the 
better. 

Then  the  narrow  and  contracted  policy  of  nations  and  societies  can  be  liberalized, 
and  the  whole  world  march  onward  to  true  greatness  and  its  inherent  glory,  by  its  most 
extensive  comprehension  of  unity. 

Then  the  remotest  parts  of  the  earth  will  come  to  know  each  other  ;  and  even  China 
will  open  her  ports  voluntarily  to  the  good  of  all ;  and  the  inside,  as  Uie  outside  barba- 
rians, will  unite  in  its  completion. 
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There  will  be  no  violation  of  the  trust  of  the  mighty  boon,  mind ;  and  all  nationi  wiD 
impeach  and  discard  all  other  biblea  but  that  of  rational  mind. 

They  will  adopt  what  is  now  instituted,  The  Order  of  the  Universal  Brotherhood,  tint 
embraces  all  the  essentials  and  principles  becoming  to  all  societies,  for  it  embraces  all. 

The  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Temperance,  Masons,  and  all  can  now  unite  on  thu 
mighty  basis  for  universal  good,  and  be  necessarily  absorbed  thereby. 

Peculiar  faith  has  been  a  curse  upon  mind  wherever  it  has.  been  introduced.  There 
can  be  no  exception. 

The  history  is  that  of  sophistry  and  absolutism,  forever  antagonistical  to  mind^s  rigfatB. 

The  Egyptian  faith  supplanted  the  Hindoo,  and  much  of  Europe  and  Africa. 

The  faith  of  Bhadda  supplanted  the  Egyptian  or  Brahmin  for  a  time,  but  was  finally 
expelled  from  the  supremacy. 

The  doctrine  of  Bhudda  has  invaded  China,  but  the  state  faith  of  Confucius  holds  it 
in  abeyance. 

Christianity  was  introduced  there  centuries  ago,  and  yet  makes  no  progress.  Ma- 
hometanism  supplanted  much  of  the  faith  of  Asia,  and  kept  military  rule  over  Hindos- 
tan,  till  Christianity  comes  over  the  same  country,  by  the  sword,  pure  military  power,  to 
rule  out  Mahomeltanism  and  Brahminism. 

With  all,  there  is  a  mighty  jar,  and  but  little  proselytism.  All  exclude  rational 
religion,  and  its  lofly  social  adoration  of  God  the  Creator. 

Mind  to-day,  has  to  seek  the  true  faith,  that  rules  out  all  by  most  potent  reason. 

Judaism  has  been  divested  of  much  value  by  Christianity,  Mahometanism  and  Mor- 
monism,  superseding  it. 

Judaism  has  but  little  to  complain,  as  she  innovated  in  rational  faith. 

The  christian  faith  soon  splits  as  all  peculiar  faith.  The  potency  of  councils  is  in- 
yoked  in  vain  to  preserve  its  unity. 

Arianism  splits  the  church  into  fragments — ^that  are  with  difficulty  collected — after 
mutual  triumphs  and  losses,  massacres  and  bloodshed. 

Not  only  many  bishops  are  exiled  and  banished,  but  the  Crusades  were  gotten  up  by 
&l8e  faith-people. 

The  bible  is  upheld  by  the  vile  sophistry  of  false-faith  people.  The  idea  of  hero-wor- 
ship, demigods,  a  mere  matter  of  sophistry  and  flattery,  arose  in  the  days  of  popular 
ignorance,  when  deep  cunning  prevailed  over  true  wisdom.  Religion,  most  rational, 
must  rule  the  mass,  human  nature,  and  all  its  speculation.  Put  yourself  on  principle, 
and  you  are  fortified  in  defence  against  the  fiercest  assaults  of  the  world,  and  competent 
to  meet  your  God-creator.  This  is  what  is  called  virtue,  and  is  certainly  rational  re- 
ligion.    The  world  must  get  rid  at  once  of  all  the  fool  systems  of  peculiar  faith. 

Every  world-patriot  should  scout  that  miserable  position  that  causes  talents  and 
creative  genius  to  pay  obeisance  to  it,  instead  of  exalting  themselves  and  the  world 
to  its  designed  elevation. 

The  Roman  absolutism,  armed  vdth  the  potency  of  infallibility,  loses  nevertheless  its 
eastern  churches,  that  became  Greek,  and  finally  many  of  its  western,  by  protestantism. 

Its  pure  orthodoxy  is  rank  heterodoxy  at  the  tribunal  of  mind,  after  all  the  san- 
guinary contests  to  secure  it. 

She  warred  by  crusades,  inefifectually,  for  centuries,  to  obtain  conquests,  but  h^r 
gospel  was  put  back  by  Mahometanism,  and  now  the  pope  has  been  a  curse  upon  hw 
own  country,  seeking  to  murder  republicanism,  to  maintain  an  usurpation. 

What  first  principles  of  humanity  or  religion  has  this  power,  that  has  prostituted  all 
at  the  shrine  of  mind^s  basest  corruption  ? 

More  injury  has  been  done  the  whole  world,  under  the  pretence  of  faith,  than  by  all 
other  means  whatever. 

The  world  would  have  been  far  happier  and  better,  without  any  peculiar  faith  at  all. 

All  such  faith  has  only  presented  the  world  the  shattered  fragments  of  a  broken  bro- 
therhood, that  rational  religion  justly  revolts  at. 

What  is  the  world  benefited  by  the  persecution  of  dissenters,  the  bloody  tragedy  (^ 
the  Yaudois,  the  rebellious  clerjgy  ? 

Whether  "  the  interior  of  Asia,  for  many  hundred  miles  square,  had  never  been  visited 
by  any  christian  missionary  *'  until  1849,  or  not,  rational  minds  have  the  assurance  that 
Uod  is  omnipresent,  and  that  mind  is  the  rightful  guardian. 

What  matters  it  whether  the  Brahmins  profess  to  teach  science  by  divine  authority, 
if  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  the  world  did  not  enslave  mind  to  believe  their 
pretences  1 

All  such  imposition  would  die  of  itself  if  mind  rightly  counteracted  it. 

The  light  of  mind-science  never  irradiated  tlie  crusade  ages,  and  consequently  super- 
stition and  bigotry,  not  religion,  prevailed. 
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If  mind  could  hare  had  the  mastery  all  had  been  right. 

But  pecaliar  faith  cannot  be  enforced  by  the  sword,  nor  propagated  sincerely  by  all 
the  delusion  of  sophistry. 

§ow  can  the  God  of  religion,  favor  any  species  of  superstition  ? 
fforts  have  been  made  in  all  continents,  but  arms  and  conquests  will  not  do. 

Rational  religion  decides  against  peculiar  faith,  and  she  will,  ere  long,  be  scouted 
from  the  (ace  of  the  earth. 

The  Indian  of  America  believes  in  a  Great  Spirit,  the  Great  First  Cause,  that  puts  to 
blush  the  asserter  of  the  plurality  of  gods. 

How  impiously  and  blasphemously  has  God  been  treated,  by  the  peculiar  faith  bar 
hariaos! 

How  cruelly  have  God's  creatures  been  treated  by  tliem ! 

What,  for  centuries,  was  done  for  ihe  millions  of  Indians  ?  They  have  felt  the  force 
of  the  pecaliar  faith  dispensation  of  the  whole— the  fire-water  and  the  arms  of  the 
whites— something  more  potent  than  the  gospel,  to  give  them  a  receptacle  to  the  spirit 
land.    Yet  they  cling,  with  a  laudable  tenacity,  to  the  Great  Spirit. 

Is  not  conquest  made  of  all  pagans,  and  would  it  not  be  of  all  other  sects,  by  the 
Bwoni,  had  the  sword  been  available  on  the  day  of  trial  ? 

But  the  cimeter  of  the  Mahometan  was  too  strong  for  the  sword  of  the  Christian  at 
that  time. 

Now,  when  civilization  has  spread,  the  Christian  only  wars  on  the  pagan,  and  the 
partially  civilized  in  creed,  as  the  natives  of  the  various  continents,  if  they  are  be- 
hind in  the  use  of  weapons  of  war  of  the  present  day.  But  it  is  all  still  pagan  against 
pagan. 

VVho  can  deny  the  crimes  of  bibles  of  tradition,  that  gave  each  sect  inheritance  of 
all  that  it  could  get.  as  the  propagation  of  their  peculiar  faith  accompanied  the  con 
qoest? 

To  possess  the  lands  of  the  heathen,  the  elect  did  God  service  in  the  action  of 
possession ! 

Tlie  majority*  of  the  world  is  not  aware  of  the  remote  consequences  of  these  real  here- 
aes  on  principles. 

What  bat  the  sword  will  define  the  rights  of  orthodoxy  of  peculiar  faith  ?  What  shall 
8top  the  progress  of  such  crime  ?  Principles  alone  define  the  true  extent  of  that  posi- 
tion, that  must  be  placed  on  the  highest  grounds  of  justice. 

We  can  see  the  miserable  delusion  of  sectarianism,  when  one  sect  seeks  wars,  un- 
limited in  country  and  time,  on  others,  to  stay  the  proselytism  that  was  going  forward, 
and  the  conversion  of  the  people,  by  an  eternal  enmity. 

Races  of  men  are  not  natural  enemies,  neither  are  professors  of  religion — ^the  farthest 
from  it.  but  all  are  natural  friends,  and  would  continue  sincere  friendship,  but  for  faith 
charlatans,  the  real  enemies  of  both  and  mankind. 

Which  ought  to  be  put  down  ? 

Gire  us  the  value  of  enlarged  and  liberal  views,  without  any  bigoted  policy  of 
the  age. 

It  is  oar  highest  duty  and  right  not  only  to  abolish  all  others,  but  institute  all  that  is 
uecessarv,  legitimate  and  correct. 

We  should  have,  at  all  times  and  occasions,  a  foreshadowing  forecast,  a  judicious 
analogy  and  analysis. 

AH  classes  are  invoked  and  identified  by  inseparable  interests  and  indispensable 
duties  and  business,  from  the  physical  laws  of  nature,  that  are  paramount  to  man^s 
pretences. 

The  balance,  or  equilibrium  of  the  universe,  as  paramount,  can  demand  the  right 
revolution  and  orbit  of  any  system  qf  worlds,  that  all  harmony  be  maintained,  and  all 
right  be  executed. 

No  less,  in  the  moral  world,  has  mind  the  right  to  restrict  and  require  the  same  rule, 
to  exclude  the  many  avenues  to  base,  degraded  usurpations,  and  monopoly  of  tyrant 
powers. 

The  best  of  those,  avowing  peculiar  faith,  cannot  justify  themselves  before  God. 

I^yen  christians  admit  that  they  have  many  and  stormy  doubts  about  their  having 
'♦•ligion.  This  is  honest,  and  would  be  consistent,  when  they  find  that  it  is  utterly  im- 
l-owible  for  them  to  have  any  on  any  such  impracticable  basis. 

^\  ho  cottld  doubt  the  rational  position  advanced  in  monotheism,  that  reverently  and 
^  nirhteoQslv  only  asks  the  aid  of  the  God  of  nature. 

On  oar  last  day,  and  at  the  last  moment,  this  position  will  present  the  only  justifica* 
'  Uon  before  God. 

l^t  not  remorse,  bitter  and  little  availing,  be  yours  on  that  important  occasion. 
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You  must  act  up  to  the  possession  of  your  belief  of  the  sours  immortality  and  re^n- 
sibility. 

You  must  perceive  that  sectarianism  propagates  and  disseminates  doctrines  at  eomity 
to  God. 

The  benevolence  attributed  to  peculiar  faith  is  through  the  innate  principles  of 
religion. 

It  is  idle  to  say  that  one  system  of  peculiar  faith  exceeded  another  as  better,  when  all 
are  deficient  in  primary  and  paramount  virtues  and  attributes. 

Wherein  is  any  better  ?  In  departing  from  religion  and  God,  and  overwhelming  by 
its  greater  influence  the  divine  rights  of  mind  1 

The  peculiar  faith  that  is  best  appreciated  has  been  most  destructive  to  the  lives  and 
interests  of  the  sovereign  peoplef 

The  human  mind  is  in  a  progressive  state  of  improve menti  independent  of  all  such 
incidents  of  faith,  and  should  have  the  intrinsic  characteristicii  of  religion. 

Did  an^  author  of  any  such  system  discover  any  principle,  utiier  than  the  constituent 
of  the  universe,  all  of  which  belong  to  God?     No. 

Then  all  such  are  no  creators,  but  usurpers  and  blasphemers  oC  the  Cre«cor,  impostors 
on  men,  only  fit  for  vulgar  belief,  amenable  to  heaviest  penalty. 

But  what  harm  would  ensue  from  belief  of  revelation,  though  false? 

It  stands,  as  all  false  faiths,  in  the  way  of  truth  and  rational  religion. 

The  extreme  proof  has  been  at  Rome  as  elsewhere,  Ciil  over  the  world. 

All  on  earth  are  punished  for  errors,  more  or  less,  and  this  thing  of  peculiar  faith 
attects  the  whole  world. 

Our  errors  beget  penalties,  more  or  less,  and  remorM  is  no  little  part  at  times. 

Reform  belongs  to  the  light  of  enlightened  mind,  and  is  constituted  by  repentance 
necessarily. 

Now,  repentance  fur  what,  as  expressed  by  pecu'.iar  faith?  It  is  duty  to  God  and 
man  that  constitutes  religious  and  moral  sentiments. 

What  is  the  revelation  of  peculiar  faith  worth  ? 

Is  it  anything  like  religion  ? 

As  to  all  the  science  of  peculiar  faith,  we  must  make  allowances  for  what  mind  has 
done,  and  cannot,  possibly,  omit  to  mention  its  illustrious  deeds. 

Wliat  shall  atone  for  the  omissions  of  peculiar  faith,  that  pretends  to  usurp  the  claimA 
of  mind,  through  science  ? 

Which  are  most  abominable,  her  pretences  to  religion  or  to  science  ?  Peculiar  faith  is 
the  vilest  impostor  on  earth. 

When  we  hear  of  the  uncivilized  embracing  peculiar  faith,  that  is  evidence  that  they 
have  not  realized  the  proper  benefit  of  civilization. 

The  history  of  paganism  proves  this. 

Palestine  has  been  ruled  by  the  Jews,  Romans,  and  Mahometanism,  and  has  not  yet 
seen  the  light  of  civilization. 

All  Judaism,  with  all  its  pretensions,  could  not  civilize  the  Hebrews  ? 

All  the  peculiar  faiths  of  the  world  could  not  civilize  the  world ! 

Civilization  is  an  act  of  enlightened  mind,  not  of  peculiar  faith ;  the  first  comprehends 
God^s  principles,  the  last  the  faith  and  acts  of  individual  leaders. 

The  result  of  peculiar  faith  tends  to  cause  bishops  to  grow  rich  in  a  country  of  starr- 
ing poor,  that  die  poor  by  the  million. 

No  matter  the  injunction  of  peace,  when  self-interest  dictates,  we  can  observe  popfs. 
the  professed  representatives  of  jpeace,  urge  nations,  monarchicsd  or  republican,  to  war, 
and  even  receive  their  own  papal  power  in  bloodshed  of  their  own  fellow  citizens. 

The  true  analysis  of  mind  will  prove  the  doctrines  of  peculiar  faith  fully  carried  out, 
as  leading  to  bloodshed,  and  this  proof  is  in  the  appeal  to  history. 

What  were  the  murders  of  New  England  and  Europe  for  witchcraft  of  all  ages  and 
•both  sexes,  but  from  fanaticism  of  faith  ? 

The  Quakers  of  that  province  were  awfully  persecuted,  no  less  the  dissenters,  who 
were  exiled  to  Rhode  Island.  It  is  mind,  not  doctrine,  that  has  been  falsely  claimed, 
that  imparts  the  noble  principles  of  morality  and  religion,  nothing  else  will  on  this 
earth.     It  is  folly  and  stupid  nonsense,  to  expect  any  other  source. 

Faith  must  be  subordinate  to  civilization,  when  it  is  peculiar. 

The  best  as  it  is  by  excellence  claimed,  makes  its  God  one-third  or  one-fourth  of  an 
imbecile  being. 

Men  are  better,  as  they  are  wiser,  at  this  day,  when  a  school-boy  that  has  not  had 
any  peculiar  education,  contemns  any  murderous  peculiar  faith  that  burnt  scholars  at 
4he  stake  for  opinions  in  science  ! 

Peculiar  faith  is  an  impostor,  dictating  in  science  and  government. 
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What  would  she  not  do  to-day,  if  mind  permitted  her  1 

Any  peculiar  faith  is  as  deep  in  the  mud,  as  the  others  are  in  the  mire. 

The  norelty  of  a  faith  is  no  proof  of  its  truth,  which  no  custom  nor  fashion,  but 
analysis,  decides. 

All  kinds  of  peculiar  faith,  the  best  that  can  be  devised,  perform  the  bloody  obla- 
tions of  superstition  in  human  sacrifices,  through  all  ages  of  its  existence. 

Tory  is  peculiar  faith  by  her  fruits  and  deeds,  not  by  her  professions  and  faith :  it 
one  any  better  than  the  rest  ? 

Is  there  any  proof  of  superiority,  but  as  the  emanation  of  a  better  age  and  more 
imoroTed  mental  cultivation  ? 

If  mind  under  any  culture  of  peculiar  faith,  was  peculiarly  better  a  saint  on  earth, 
then  we  admit  the  superiority  absolute,  but  we  have  to  deny  all  the  premises  when  the 
rpsnlts  are  inadequate. 

What  essential  difference  of  goodness  is  there  between  any  such  &ith  ? 

Opinions  or  faith  of  men  doubtful  and  uncertain,  not  trustworthy^  do  not  alter  God's 
position  of  things. 

What  can  be  peculiar  to  any  system,  that  is  common  in  God's  principles  ? 

If  mind  carry  out  the  principles,  it  elicits  the  best  already,  for  its  good  and  beat 
happiness. 

Much  good  may  be  effected  when  mind  has  the  ascendancy,  but  take  mind  away  from 
the  peculiar  faith,  and  faith  becomes  fanatic  and  tyrannical.  As  to  government  of 
passions,  the  sins  that  are  evils,  resulting  as  the  negative  of  conservative  principles, 
science  and  philosophy  teach  their  correction. 

What  can  peculiar  faith  avail  with  them,  when  mind  has  no  control  of  the  self- 
goTcmment  1 

What  is  the  difference  between  good  citizens  well  educated  and  well  behaved,  and 
those  the  best  of  any  peculiar  faith  1  , 

The  excellence  and  light  of  rational  mind,  equalize  them. 

What  then  becomes  of  peculiar  faith  on  its  best  behavior,  and  that  under  the  restric- 
tion of  civilization  ?  But  in  its  worst  behavior,  it  is  the  fanatical  scourge  of  the 
world. 

Unlike  fire,  it  is  the  worst  of  masters,  yet  it  is  not  fit  to  be  owned  as  a  slave.  You 
cannot  trust  it  with  any  power. 

It  is  useless,  and  has  failed  to  meet  the  puffs  of  its  advocates,  but  increases  the  sum 
of  human  misery. 

What  can  we  do  with  it,  when  the  attributes  of  God  preclude  its  admission,  its  own 
demerits  preclude  its  retention  ?  Misery  and  evO,  its  concomitants,  will  result  to  human 
lite,  rational  religion  makes  them  the  least,  and  the  most  of  human  happiness. 

The  last  invokes  the  aid  of  science  and  philosophy  as  the  more  wisdom,  the  less  folly 
and  wickedness. 

The  earth  has  its  mixtures  and  alloys,  and  rational  religion  can  best  temper  them. 

Universal  happiness  cannot  inure  to  man's  soul  while  on  earth,  but  &  right  educa- 
tion and  morals  can  remedy  the  greatest  defects  and  errors  of  mind. 

God  has  given  the  functions,  mind  must  exert  the  actions  and  exercise. 

Peculiar  faith  ever  degenerates  into  superstition,  man-worship  and  imposition,  when 
the  whole  comprehension  of  the  subject  is  not  in  abeyance  to  the  faculties  of  intelligent 
mind,  the  only  beneficiary. 

Conscience  all  the  time  is  to  preside  over  this  vast  subject,  and  necessarily  excludes 
all  8uch  faith  that  is  too  peculiar  to  be  true. 

Ignorance  presided  at  the  first  start  of  peculiar  faith ;  now  the  best  philosophy  is  most 
Bubatantially  the  best  supporter  of  the  best  religion. 

W^e  can  easily  challenge  refutation  when  miracles,  the  product  of  the  grossest  igno- 
rance, are  referable  to  impositions 

Magic  powers  of  psychology  can  be  the  cause  of  mental  illusion  and  delusion ;  when 
analyzed  are  the  beautiful  exhibitions  of  natural  phenomenon. 

The  modem  adoption  of  all  pretences  of  this  kind,  as  recognised  by  ancient  fictions, 
has  but  little  apology  for  the  advocates. 

Rational  religion,  as  directed  by  science,  ought  to  preclude  all  such  now. 

Mankind  needs  religion,  not  peculiar  faith,  as  the  first  blesses,  the  last  curses  the 
world. 

All  religion  does  promote  honesty  and  truth,  and  will  exclude  peculiar  faith  that  nur- 
tures sophistry  and  false  pretences. 

Men  mterested  particularly  in  peculiar  faith,  that  necessarily  and  universally  depends 
on  false  pretences,  will  go  to  the  extent  necessary  for  that  interest. 

Are  the  advocates  of  any  peculiar  faith  any  better  than  the  rest  of  the  world  ?    In  what  1 

Digitized  by  V^OOQiC 


MO  BATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

Do  they  excel  in  mind,  deeds  and  morals,  well  behaved  citizens  ? 

There  never  was  a  system  of  peculiar  faith,  messiahship  and  all,  but  what  there  was 
the  greatest  zeal  to  have  it  estimated  as  infallible  and  orthodox,  to  surmount  all  reason, 
and  reason's  God,  if  necessary.  The  object  is  to  make  it  live,  if  all  others  die.  No 
object  can  be  stopped  short  of,  that  will  obtain  it.  Will  perjury,  force,  ambition  be  de- 
spised in  its  consummation  ?  Never. 
0  What  partizan  priests  ever  abjured  their  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  great  object  was,  through  the  influence  of  moral  doctrines  that  accorded  pass- 
ports to  heaven  the  most  captivating,  besides  all  earthly  anticipations,  if  the  faith  was 
successful. 

Christianity,  that  was  persecuted  for  centuries  by  other  peculiar  &iths  of  polytheism, 
persecuted  with  vindictive  fury  the  world,  as  far  as  practicable,  when  she  came  into 
power. 

It  is  too  late  for  any  attempt  to  render  any  peculiar  faith  dignified  with  orthodoxy, 
against  the  inalienable  rights  of  conscience  and  reason. 

Many  forms  of  peculiar  faith  avail  in  barbarism,  as  savages  have  not  attained  the 
right  use  of  reason.  Races  are  to  be  estimated,  as  some  cannot  rise  far  into  any  scale 
of  civilization,  by  reason  of  their  natural  talents. 

Phrenology  proves  this  on  principles  of  physiology.  While  Greece,  Rome  and  a 
few  others  had  grown  into  much  comparative  civilization  for  their  ages,  eighteen  cen- 
turies or  more  ago,  many  nations  fell  below  it.  The  w^orld  has  to  abide  and  suflfer  from 
all  the  miserable  systems  of  faith  teachings  and  doctrines,  and  cannot  help  itself  from 
the  dogmas  and  false  pretences  of  its  teachers,  who  recoil  at  the  loss  of  self-interest^ 
not  at  the  sacrifice  of  the  world. 

What  but  fraud  and  imposition  gave  license  and  authority  at  first  for  peculiar  faith, 
that  has  existed  under  all  the  forms  of  superstition  to  the  present  times. 

Superstition,  the  inseparable  companion  that  invariably  attends  peculiar  faith,  ever 
abides  with  all  states  short  of  civilization ;  and,  of  course,  civilization  can  never  be 
governed  by  the  faith  of  uncivilized  mind. 

The  world  acts  blindly  from  interest,  fear,  and  custom,  without  reason,  that  governs 
in  civilization. 

All  the  peculiar  faith  of  Judaism  and  its  posterity,  Christianity,  Mahometanism,  and 
Mormonism,  with  its  progenitors  the  Egyptian,  the  Brahmin,  &c.,  emanated  from  the 
three  imperfect  states  of  mind,  the  hunter,  pastoral,  and  tiller  of  the  soil ;  and  have 
dwarfed  the  God  of  the  universe  to  the  provincial  peculiar  god  of  each,  that  had  the 
sacrifice  of  victims  in  their  own  blood. 

Peculiar  faith  aspires  unwisely  to  unsolvable  problems,  wild  as  the  perpetual  motion 
is  at  present. 

.  After  all,  there  is  only  a  minority  now  on  any  one  side  of  peculiar  faith,  or  gospel  side, 
and  shall  that,  erroneous  as  it  is,  rule  the  large  majority  of  thinkers  for  themselves,  and 
aiming  to  be  right  ? 

Good  and  true  citizens  of  the  globe  must  see  that  mind  be  not  perverted  by  false 
ieachings. 

They  must  investigate  the  whole  purpose  of  their  being,  and  not  be  divested  of  their 
birth-nght. 

Peculiar  faith  can  easily  render  multitudes  of  mind  vassal,  and  that  decides  the  neces- 
sary facility  for  fraud,  perjury,  and  complete  deception. 

One  of  the  perversions  of  mind  by  the  sophistry  of  peculiar  faith  is,  if  we  doubt  we 
are  damned. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  iniquitous  pretences  to  logic,  reason,  and  religion. 

The  only  faith  that  is  worth  thought  is  through  the  principal  only  true  and  living  God, 
and  that  reason  teaches  through  present  science. 

Another  vile  piece  of  arrant  humbuggery  and  sophistry  is,  with  God  everything  is 
possible. 

This  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  pretender  to  interpretation  of  God^s  universe,  no  matter 
the  defective  system  of  science  or  reason.  Is  folly  possible  with  God  ?  What  libclr 
O  vain  and  ignoble  man. 

Make  the  whole  question  of  theology  refer  to  God,  mind,  science,  and  the  universe, 
and  then  the  world  will  all  see  the  dignity  of  religion,  that  gives  all  capable  of  i*eceiving 
all  the  advantages  of  progressive  improvements  of  the  spirit  of  the  ase. 

Rational  mind  is  independent  of  the  elements  of  peculiar  faith,  and  repels  priests  and 
preachers,  only  receives,  as  they  are  identified  with  the  whole  people,  who  are  the  bene- 
ficiaries before  God  and  religion. 

Modern  statesmen  treat  the  people  as  sovereigns,  while  the  ancients  mistreated  them 
u  yassals,  to  stand  at  a  distance  from  things  caUed  holy. 
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What  need  we  of  a  gospel  scheme,  that  adopts  man  instead  of  principles,  peculiar 
faith  for  rational  religion,  blind  faith  for  enlightened  mind  and  science. 

Peculiar  faith  refers  to  a  messiah,  an  irresponsible  deputy ;  religion  refers  to  the 
principal,  who  is  responsible  fbr  his  creation,  and  bound  to  preserve  mind  to  the  best  of 
his  atthbates  fbr  appropriate  happiness. 

Let  us  hear  no  more  of  the  contingency  of  such  imbecile  substitutes. 

No  peculiar  faith  is  exact  or  certain,  because  it  is  booked ;  an  adherence  to  its 
iD^e  partisan  conduct  can  hardly  be  justice. 

Nations  that  hare  goTernmental  peculiar  faith  do  not  follow  the  principle  of  returning 
good  foreril,  but  if  their  conquests  are  criterion,  return  evil  for  good  in  many  instances. 

Who  can  trust  his  life,  happiness  and  rights  of  mind,  at  all,  in  the  power  of  peculiar 
faith? 

Peculiarity  of  nations,  persons  or  churches,  shows  the  peculiar  designs  of  man,  but 
Qoiversality  shows  God. 

All  peculiar  faith  persuasions  have  had  so  many  failures,  that  man's  peculiarity  is 
con^icootis. 

Mind  must  set  about  something  else. 

It  is  high  time  that  mind's  rights  should  be  heard,  in  defence  of  the  truth  of  its  posi- 
tion, that  all  the  defects  of  peculiar  faith,  that  outrages  so  many  and  abundant  facts  in 
the  world's  history,  be  exposed. 

The  butcheries  of  peculiar  faith,  without  number,  and  inquisitors  creative  of  all  the 
▼iolalions  of  the  very  attributes  and  essence  of  religion,  rational  and  true,  revolting  to 
all  reasonable  minds,  should  be  repressed.  Dissentient  in  her  thousand  divisions  of  se- 
cession, assuming  to  be  divine  in  all,  she  pursues  with  a  unity^'  of  tyranny  her  specula- 
tions in  the  world's  richest  treasures.  Her  bibles  accumulated  in  all  kinds  of  mytholosy, 
under  all  the  deepest  devices  of  conning  and  Jesuitry,  have  been  handed  down,  with 
constant  eare  -of  her  pretensions  and  assumptions,  that  could  not  be  counteracted  nor 
resisted  by  individuals,  or  isolated  exertions,  that  were  feeble  and  impotent,  against  her 
collusions. 

Citizen,  are  you  battling  for  peculiar  faith,  spell-bound  to  the  delusion,  whose  malign 
influence  you  cannot  appreciate  ? 

Have  nothing  to  do  with  a  cause,  that  debases  and  corrupts  mind,  the  world. 

But  you  believe  in  revelation,  you  may  say. 

All  kinds  of  peculiar  faith  are  peculiar,  and  have  peculiar  revelations — all  are  fic- 
tions, necessarily. 

What  is  the  evidence  of  your  position  being  right? 

Yott  wfll  have  to  seek  a  circuitous  route  to  that  point,  that  will  be  worth  nothing, 
^i  it  is  advanced. 

AU  soeh  can  never  be  proved,  for  it  is  disproved  by  even  God's  attributes,  at  once. 

How  dangerous  to  the  world's  liberty  and  happiness,  are  the  shackles  of  peculiar 
^th,  that  pretends  to  be  religious  faith,  yet  the  most  oppressive  of  all  the  world's  ty- 
rannies, and  subversive  of  religion. 

In  this  respect,  most  of  the  world  do  not  assert  their  proper  rights,  if  they  know 
diem. 

When  reformation  took  place  in  peculiar  faith,  the  light  of  mind  called  for  it,  not  pe- 
culiar faith.  Now  conservative  revolution  is  demanded,  by  all  the  lights  of  the  world, 
orer  all  peculiar  faiths. 

Institations  of  mind  must  be  properly  sought,  to  change  spongers,  idlers,  and  drones, 
into  mdustrious  and  responsible  citizens,  well  raised  and  well  behaved,  by  equalizing 
popular  rights,  and  lessening  the  difficulties  of  making  a  living,  and  giving  more  legiti- 
■ttie  facilities  to  the  people  at  large. 

Why  the  reformation  of  Luther,  if  mind  and  reason  had  not  triumphed  over  corrupt 
peculiar  faith  I 

^Vhy  or  how  does  one  peculiar  faith  displace  another,  but  on  this  principle  ? 

If  the  Hebrew  peculiar  faith  was  that,  by  excellence,  to  save  the  world,  what  was  it 
^oing  for  thousands  of  years,  if  that  was  the  chosen  one  of  God,  the  light  and  salvation 
of  the  world  1 

The  sUenee  of  this  sav  ige  chosen  people  decides  the  inutility  for  all  nations. 

Mfliose  hosts  of  people  suffered  so  awfully  by  their  superstition,  from  first  to  last,  as 
the  Jews? 

Of  course,  they  rejected,  by  the  despotism  of  their  priestocracy,  mind  and  reason, 
and  have  naught— the  Mbles  of  tradition  being  impostures. 

In  the  differences  of  peculiar  faith,  that  distract  the  affection  of  families,  society,  and 
eoontiy,  the  whole  world  is  not  only  unpleasantly  but  disastrously  situated. 

But  party  is  the  life  of  the  world — what  would  it  do,  if  all  were  of  one  peculiar  faith? 
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The  party  of  principles,  not  the  faction  of  peculiar  opinions,  is  essential  in  all  rational 
discussions,  where  light  is  needed. 

When  the  universal  action  of  rational  mind  is  predominant,  then  rational  religion  is  io 
the  right  position.  While  the  only  victories  in  religion  must  be  gained  on  facts,  not  in 
casuistry,  the  feelings  of  the  world  are  still  situated  as  partisans  fur  )>eculiar  faith,  not 
yielding  readily  from  bigotry,  prejudice  and  ignorance  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Hence  it  is  not  the  authority  of  men,  but  the  principles  of  the  faith  that  meet  the 
world^s  wants.  But  the  mind  cannot  comprehend  all  about  the  mysteries  of  peculiar 
faith,  and  it  never  will,  never  should,  if  priests  permit  its  fuul  impositions. 

Pure  religion  has  no  mysteries,  prophecy,  nor  miracles,  but  plain  matter  of  fact  views. 

The  advocates  for  peculiar  faith  seek  the  reason  in  referring  to  the  tree,  the  grass, 
the  Hower,  the  growth  of  vegetation,  for  mortals  to  tell  the  process.  What  sense  is 
there  In  the  appeal,  presenting  neither  analysis,  analogy  nor  parallel  point  in  th6  state- 
ment? 

The  word  of  God  is  addressed  through  God's  avenue,  reason,  to  mind,  for  mind  to  un- 
derstand by  plain  facts  of  science.  The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  expose  themselves, 
in  refusing  all  this  to  enlightened  mind. 

But  what  rational  mind  can  yet  explain  all  about  God's  universal  documents,  the  solar 
systems  ?  that  prove  conclusively  a  perfect  God. 

We  see  and  believe  vegetation  to  grow,  from  inherent  enlargements  and  the  products, 
and  the  fruit  decides  the  value.  All  this  is  a  part  of  the  universe  proof  of  its  God. — 
Such  is  proof  positive,  but  the  book  men  affecting  miracles  destroy  all  pretence  to  truth, 
for  God  rules  creation  by  conservative,  not  reversed  or  destructive  principles. 

There  can  be  then  no  miracles  in  creation,  otherwise  the  Creator  is  imbecile. 

The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  object  to  phrenology,  but  as  the  system  of  physiologi- 
cal phrenology  does  not  conflict  but  agree  with  rational  religion,  we  are  bound  to  admit 
its  exact  appreciation,  however  peculiar  faith  is  in  antagonism  with  both  and  all  the 
facts  of  creation. 

Peculiar  faith  does  not  look  to  the  zenith  of  intellect,  but  to  nadir  of  self-interest. 

Some  never  attain,  while  others  pass  it  and  become  puerile. 

As  all  men's  systems  of  peculiar  faith  have  failed  and  will  for  ever  fail,  let  reason  and 
the  God  of  reason  have  theirs,  and  as  God  and  reason  are  above  man  and  folly,  so  will 
be  the  first  exalted  to  the  most  sublime  of  virtue  and  her  noblest  blessings. 

The  intrigue,  malice  and  hypocrisy  are  antagonistic  in  peculiar  faith,  and  defeat  them- 
selves. 

Minds,  blinded  by  peculiar  faith,  cannot  appreciate  rational  religion. 

Any  other  than  rational  faith,  places  mind  more  or  less  in  a  psychological  state. 

People  think  of  the  profit  of  self-interest,  not  of  the  good  part.  Are  the  revenues, 
the  profit,  the  inducements  and  power  of  the  church,  nothing  to  influence  ?  But  what 
are  all  such  to  the  people's  rights,  thereby  violated  ? 

The  reward  immortal  is  conditional  and  only  contingent  in  peculiar  faith,  and  perverted 
minds  hasten  to  secure  their's  on  this  earth. 

We  desire  no  peculiar  faith  that  drowns  reason  and  enslaves  mind. 

What  is  the  value  of  peculiar  faith  to  those  who  backslide  or  err  1  Yet  all  that  look 
to  principle  cannot  err  intentionally,  otherwise  true  religion  is  necessariljr  unknown. 

Under  the  auspices  of  principle  and  science,  the  best  position  is  obtained  for  truth, 
honesty,  sound  judgment  and  modesty. 

Mystery  about  the  seed  vegetating  and  the  word  of  God  is  all  dissatisfactorVf  as  all 
present  no  analogy  nor  parallel.  All  systems  of  peculiar  faith  are  for  the  benefit  of  the 
priests  and  their  dynasty.  They  bespeak  that  man's  qualities  and  attributes  are  too  sel- 
fish for  general  good,  if  they  be  perverted.  He  cannot  displace  but  must  control  them, 
by  the  will  of  enlighteaed  cultivation. 

The  idea  of  sect  is  not  innate  to  true  religion,  but  to  peculiar  faith,  and  never  can  be 
anything  else.  Any  other  opinion  is  utterly  preposterous.  The  Roman  affects  the 
name  of  Catholic  and  rejects  the  proper  position  in  substance,  at  the  same  time  bein^ 
utterly  incompetent  to  attain  universal  principles  in  peculiarity  in  faith.  His  position 
never  can  be  catholic. 

God's  attributes  are  universal,  and  any  &ith  not  to  be  antagonistic,  must  be  of  noi- 
Tersal  constituency  and  nothing  less. 

Analysis  will  prove  conclusively  that  reason,  unity,  and  universality  Catholicism, 
characterize  God. 

Peculiar  faith  and  bibles  of  tradition  are  of  the  same  character,  all  are  worthless  and 
treacherous. 

But  thanks  to  God  of  mind,  all  false  systems  carry  within  tliemselves,  the  elements 
of  their  own  uestructiun.    The  sectarianism  of  peculiar  faith  is  fast  developing  that 

Digitizec^byV^OOQl€ 


PECULIAR  FAITH— PAQANISM.  848 

result,  in  most  of  its  seceBsions  of  the  present  day.  The  true  spirit  of  prophecy  which 
is  analogy  from  reason  on  the  world^s  analysis,  declares  their  progressive  ruin  and 
extirpation,  for  all  these  are  perverted  minds^  deepest  collusions  that  shall  mould,  whilst 
the  ever  living  authority  of  Deity  becomes  more  vital  and  immortal. 

The  peculiarity  of  sect  adheres  not  to  the  liberal  universal  spirit  of  rational  religion. 

The  very  necessity  for  separation  of  church  and  state,  impeaches  the  parties  as 
iavulTed  in  corruption.     AU  peculiar  faiths  are  thus  amenable. 

The  best  code  of  peculiar  faith  selected  from  the  world  of  their  systems,  can  only 
\^i\  us  through  partisan  faith  to  the  chief  propagator,  and  what  does  ail  such  avail  the 
world's  age  1 

Ratiooal  beings  must  see  which  of  the  two,  peculiar  or  rational  faith,  can  best  govern 
the  world's  whole  interests.  The  pious  frauds  committed  in  behalf  of  peculiar  faith  or 
Ml'  (heir  aitUiors,  are  beyond  conception.  The  very  first  acts  of  such  proselytes  is  that 
oi'  cheating  their  God  by  faith,  to  swindle  mind  of  its  rights,  in  most  detestable  ways. 

They  must  know  as  clearly  as  they  see  God*s  works,  that  God  is  present  everywhere, 
and  may  be  called  upon  by  appropriate  duty  ever  necessary  and  expedient  in  thoughts, 
words,  and  deeds,  actions  rather  than  by  words  of  prayer. 

The  prayer  of  duty  can  only  be  made  through  the  prayer  of  thoughts,  words,  and 
deeds,  the  prayer  of  action  towards  mankind,  yet  mind  perverted  leaves  the  author  of 
i\A  existence  and  benefits,  and  recurs  to  the  pretences  of  the  priestocracy,  and  thus 
cheats  itself,  at  the  same  time  opens  the  door  of  future  injury  for  its  conscience  that 
may  be  or  not  Tiolated,  on^y  to  be  answered  by  motives  to  be  judged  of  at  the  supreme 
tribunal. 

If,  then,  all  churchmen^s  first  steps  are  those  of  self-delusion,  deception,  or  intentional 
imposition,  what  proper  guarantees  can  the  conscientious  persons  have  in  adherence  to 
such  faith  ? 

Many  sectarian  peculiar  faiths  are  split  into  hundreds  of  fragments,  surely  so,  as 
blind  faith  uot  on  analogy  and  analysis  of  reason,  precedes  works  that  alone  are  to  be 
looked  at  by  miod. 

What  is  the  enemy  of  constitutional  liberty  1 

Absolutism  in  peculiar  faith,  government,  and  aristocracy  of  money.  All  these  are 
in  abeyance  to  aristocracy  of  mind.  The  world  is  cut  up  into  fragments  of  clans,  that 
if  ihey  do  not  aid  beyond  their  own  little  circle,  fail  in  best  actions  of  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number. 

What  wise  man  will  give  anything  for  peculiar  faith,  that  is  all  things  to  all  men  all 
orer  the  globe  ? 

Is  there  any  faith  that  separates  you  from  the  unity  of  God?  Depend  on  it,  it  is  an 
CTil  that  you  cannot  rightly  embrace.  What  guarantee  does  all  such  give  mind  on  earth 
equal  to  principles  ? 

Who  would  give,  if  wise,  one  iota  for  any  character  that  overlooks  principles ;  and 
vho  do  that  more  than  messiahs  ? 

What  guarantee  for  good  character  has  any  in  all  peculiar  faith  professions  ? 

If  pecaliar  faith  was  an  abstraction,  we  might  be  satisfied  to  let  time  remedy  without 
interpretation ;  but  it  is  a  troublesome  superstition,  that  becomes  bigotry,  fanaticism  and 
tyranny. 

When  peculiar  faith  becomes  speculative,  and  unites  with  absolutism,  all -governing 
aaihorities  in  excess,  and  when  does  it  not  do  all  these  and  more  if  permitted,  then  man- 
kind ought  to  put  it  down  as  the  worst  species  of  tyranny? 

lu  faUe  tastes  are  not  quite  so  bad,  but  eventually  malign,  when  it  may  run  into 
ndiculous  states  of  invoking  from  the  universe  intercessors,  other  than  God,  may  affect 
belief  of  visions,  and  exhibit  the  various  influences  of  trifling  with  the  souls  of  the  world 
by  pretended  miracles,  mere  sleight  of  hand  or  mind-jugglery ;  but  all  denote  a  coq- 
teoiptible,  obnoxious  influence  on  the  human  mind. 

Huw  long  shall  it  be  ere  such  vulgar  prejudices  and  superstitions  are  superseded  by 
tJie  reflective  part  of  mankind,  who  are  tnithful  and  honest  ?  Not  until  original  thinkers 
expft  themselves  as  freemen,  free  from  electioneering  and  corruption,  and  act  as  intelli- 
gent and  correct-minded  citizens. 

Such  will  observe  that  the  creation  shows  order  and  symmetry,  the  work  and  design 
of  a  Supreme  artist,  who  moves  it  with  electricity,  and  balances  it  by  gravitation. 

The  best  regulation  of  the  world  will  be  by  principles ;  and  all  society  is  best  regulated 
when  it  resorts  to  full  principles,  as  all  its  members  are  best  benefited  thereby.  You 
wk  for  the  greatest  good  of  society,  and  yet  you  practice  its  greatest  evil,  peculiar 
f»ith ! 

However  abundantly  peculiar  faith  prevails,  what  does  that  profit  religion? 

Mexico,  ay,  even  England,  that  ia  so  conspicuous  in  the  world,  are  surfeited  with  a 
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state  peculiar  £iith,  and  present  a  large  class  of  their  population  ignorant,  and  of  course 
superstitiuus. 

With  all  your  peculiar  faith,  show  us  an  ignorant  people,  and  we  must  see  a  super- 
stitious and  degraded  set  of  people. 

Some  countries  with  state  faith  do  not  even  tolerate  other  faiths  to  any  participation 
of  citizenship.  Where  is  the  freedom  of  mind  ?  If,  then,  peculiar  faith  produces  all 
these  evils,  away  with  all  such  abuses,  that  help  to  crush  the  world. 

If  any  wish  us  to  adopt  his  views  and  faiths,  we  must  first  have  the  full  proof  of  their 
worthiness  ;  God  did  not  give  us  more  than  five  senses,  hence  tliey  require  proof,  else 
he  would  have  given  us  a  sixth  sense,  which  inspiration  of  revelation,  with  its  iidse 
pretences,  affects  to  supply. 

God^s  works  prove  him  the  Creator  and  Preserver,  so  that  none  in  their  senses  can 
deny  them. 

The  world  has  been  blasted  by  speculative  peculiar  faith.  It  has  been  seared  by  its 
horrid  crimes. 

When  advocates  ask  the  world  credence  in  their  faith,  without  satisfactory  reasons 
for  that  faith,  then  they  act  dishonestly  at  once,  and  do  an  injury  all  the  time  to  morals, 
truth,  honesty,  and  purity  of  mind,  the  greatest  desideratum  in  the  world  for  boUi  sexes. 

If  we  preserve  truth  and  honesty,  we  preserve  chastity  and  dignity  of  human  nature. 

Are  we  to  take  peculiar  faith  of  the  Asiatics  or  Africans,  who  could  not  give  free- 
men laws  ? 

The  peculiar  faith  of  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries  and  enigmas  is  an  abomination 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  his  religion,  a  degradation  to  mind  and  the  human  character. 
But  there  has  been  no  superstition  so  absurd,  no  rites  so  cruel  or  barbarous  and  crimi- 
nal, no  peculiar  policy  so  tyrannical,  but  that  they  have,  at  one  time  or  another,  had 
followers,  who  carried  out  successfully  for  a  period  the  misdirected  perversions  of  mind. 

What  part  of  the  world  has  not  been  beset  by  superstition  ?  Let  us  rid  the  world  of 
it,  and  man-worship.     How  ?     By  reason  and  religion. 

By  this  time  intelligent,  unprejudiced  people  must  see  that  it  is  superstition  that  still 
stalks  her  hour  on  the  stage  of  life,  and  ought  to  be  expelled. 

All  good  and  true  people  ought  to  unite  in  arresting  the  downward  tendency  of 
morals. 

We  address  those  of  independence  of  character,  not  faces  of  wkjl,  or  people  of 
straw. 

The  mind  of  the  ignorant  mass  in  all  ages  is  assimilated ;  hence  it  is  difficult  to  eradi- 
cate old  or  new  impressions. 

We  must  desire  minds  enlarged  and  cultivated,  that  can  protect  themselves  through 
God^s  light  and  spirit. 

What  power  has  peculiar  faith  with  the  last,  when  all  such  know  positively  that  it 
has  need  only  of  universal  religion,  which  is  dignified,  as  it  comes  from  God  ? 

If  the  light  of  any  peculiar  faith  blazed,  the  blaze  was  that  of  fanaticism,  not  of  sci- 
ence, for  centuries.  Its  absolutism  flourished  on  the  soil  of  serfdom,  and  nations  have 
to  undergo  a  transition  state  to  be  rescued.  To  extirpate  heresy  to  peculiar  faith,  Fran- 
cis the  First  of  France  issued  an  order  that  any  person  that  refused  to  sign  the  confes- 
sions of  faith,  should  be  deprived  of  all  offices,  and  burnt  alive  without  further  trial. 

This  produced  the  massacre  of  the  Huguenots  of  France.  The  sanguinary  petsc- 
cution  of  the  protestants  overran  much  of  Europe. 

The  design  was  to  exterminate  heresy  by  fire  and  sword,  and  to  extinguish  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  The  dynasty  that  assumed  this  prerogative  was  composed  of  state  and 
church  absolutism,  and  contained  in  one  felonious  mass  judges,  accusers,  prosecutors, 
witnesses  and  executioners. 

The  persecutions  of  the  protestants  in  Holland  were  most  dreadful.  The  spirit  tliat 
prevailed  was  the  malign  demon  of  peculiar  faith,  for  protestants  that  were  persecuted 
to  exile  from  Europe,  in  America  persecuted  a  more  peaceful  sect. 

And  what  saves  the  world  now  irom  the  ferocious  piracy  of  this  fell  and  dangerous 
tyrant  ?  Any  church  association  ?  That  is  the  very  thing,  if  possessed  of  power,  to 
play  the  tyrant.  It  cannot  be  trusted  one  moment,  tor  it  is  the  most  dangerous  tool  of 
barbarian  cruelty  and  vindictiveness. 

There  is  no  virtue  in  any  of  it,  vile  and  degraded  in  corruption  and  vulgar  ignorauce 
as  it  is. 

It  is  the  great  evil  genius  of  the  world  and  mind.  It  mistakes  superstition  for  reli- 
gion, credulity  for  faith,  and  the  oracles  of  priestocracy  for  the  enlightened  principles  of 
3ie  Almighty. 

Its  peculiar  notions  cause  its  peculiar  god  to  speak  as  it  chooses.  In  the  sight  of  its 
fanaticism,  patriotism  had  no  virtue. 
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Whsiy  then,  is  heresy  ?  It  is  an  error  of  opinion  about  religion,  not  to  be  corrected 
ihort  of  the  science  and  philosophy  of  civilization. 

Of  course,  then,  those  that  issued  orders  for  confessions  of  faith  proved  themselves 
exempt  from  the  holiest  inspirations  of  religion  in  its  purity. 

Had  the  dynasty  of  peculiar  faith  thus  propagated  its  doctrines,  the  world  had  been 
depopulated. 

Where  would  mankind  have  been,  but  for  the  blaze  of  science  ?  In  the  toils  of 
hypocrisy,  or  the  ruin  of  the  world.  But  peculiar  faith  has  the  peculiar  assurance  and 
iiupadeoce  to  lay  peculiar  claims  to  science  !  The  christian  particularly,  assumes  this 
[•eculiar  greatness.  The  state  of  science  depends  on  the  state  of  mind,  and  its  facili- 
ties for  civilization.     This  is  the  whole  solution. 

Science,  if  to  be  appropriated,  is  indebted  very  much  to  the  Pagans,  who  outshone 
ill.  in  some  things. 

The  modems  are  indebted  much  to  the  Roman  law.  **  The  equitable  doctrine  of 
Salvage,  came  from  the  Roman  law,^'  says  chancellor  Kent. 

While  peculiar  faith  appropriates  all  to  its  peculiar  monopoly  and  usurpation,  religion 
liCiises  to  the  whole  world,  by  its  agent,  mind,  never  proscribed,  but  advanced  in  all  its 
legitimate  civilization. 

Where  is  the  evidence  of  high  principles  of  sound  religion,  but  in  the  general  benefit 
of  the  world  ? 

No  form  of  man-worship  yields  the  point,  giving  the  tears  and  ruin  of  the  world, 
instead  of  its  blessings. 

The  functions  of  the  world  can  create  its  rightful  possession  of  happiness,  that  pecu- 
liar faith  frustrates,  mars  and  degrades. 

Religion  is  to  insure  the  best  results  of  rational  education  or  cultivation  of  mind, 
that  is  to  make  man  useful  and  happy,  and  should  embrace  all  expedients  necessaiy. 

Who  could  stop  the  heresies  of  MiUerism  ?  None  that  had  faith  in  the  bible  of  tra- 
dition. Thus  the  heresies  of  faith  are  proved  by  rational  mind,  to  be  demoralizing. 
^^  hat  heresies  can  arise  but  from  the  false  positions  of  peculiar  faith,  that  has  disturbed 
the  world  for  centuries,  on  this  peculiar  point  ?  Its  numerous  votaries  are  ready  to 
swear  on  their  creed,  and  yet  all  would  be  antagonistical  to  each  other,  and  to  the  only 
t^u  of  God  and  truth.  Numerous  Mormons  would  no  doubt  swear  that  Joe  Smith  has 
been  seen  since  his  death,  that  he  did  not  die  till  his  time  came,  though  pierced  by 
many  bullet^.     Their  position  is  analogous  to  that  of  the  Christian.     Both  are  super- 

llis  oracles  when  consulted,  told  as  Joe  Smith  spoke  or  wished.  What  more  could 
be  desired,  but  an  ignorant  people  in  mass  to  propagate  more  successfully  this  peculiar 
£uth? 

These  are  rich  scenes  for  the  world,  did  they  not  enslave  and  corrupt  it. 

}{ow  long  shall  the  best  interests  of  the  world  be  sacrificed  to  peculiar  faith  ? 

Is  it  right  or  honorable,  to  put  down  right  by  sophistry,  the  perversion  of  truth  1  la 
peculiar  &ith  occupation  the  return  for  constitutional  religion  ? 

Shall  the  priests*  substitutes  of  peculiar,  prevail  over  universal  good  ? 

There  is  no  reason  or  principle,  for  peculiar  faith. 

Over  part  of  the  world  the  voice  of  usurping  absolutism,  not  of  the  sovereign  people, 
^  beard,  and  causes  all  its  curses. 

The  world  from  paramount  interest,  is  bound  to  do  away  with  all  that  can  indoctri- 
Bite  mind  in  the  least  corruption,  sway  or  intimidation. 

All  secret  societies  and  peculiar  faith  doctrines,  fail  in  promoting  the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number,  which  is  universal. 

The  great  struggles  between  peculiar  faiths  that  have  enslaved  the  world,  must  die  out. 

On  true  analysis  of  mind  passing  through  its  gradations  of  relative  ages  of  cultiva- 
Uon,  we  are  necessarily  convinced  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  superstition,  engendered 
in  the  diversified  theatre  of  natural  phenomena.  The  tumult  of  natural  elements,  as 
the  tornado,  hurricane,  earthquake,  volcano  and  electricity,  have  excited  ignorant  ages 
^  regard  them,  though  the  agents,  for  the  cause.  As  science  advances,  peculiar  faith 
wid  superstition  lec^e. 

How  many  of  the  present  systems  of  peculiar  faith  have  been  received  by  the  simple, 
uQlhinking  world,  as  the  very  best  that  could  be  proposed,  all  which  the  world  of  abso- 
iBtism,  at  one  time  or  another,  has  conspired  to  impose  on  the  balance,  with  all  devices 
and  pretences !  Peculiar  faith  is  an  act  of  sophistry,  that  misleads  mind.  But  the  ad- 
'oeates  of  peculiar  faith  affect  that  they  have  the  only  right  one,  orthodox  or  true. 

The  followers  of  Christ,  Mahomet,  Moses,  Smith,  Bhud,  &c.  affect  all  this ! 

Have  they  any  idea  of  the  only  true  God,  who  is  to  be  truly  adored  by  the  best  ac- 
liOQs  of  mind  alone  ? 
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That  is  the  first  thing  enlightened  mind  has  to  learn,  as  the  Great  First  Cause,  else 
the  school-boy,  or  the  Indians  who  believe  in  the  Great  Spirit,  will  outstrip  it.  The 
names,  whether  Hebrew  or  Greek,  of  Deity,  are  not  material,  when  all  convey  the  pro- 
per idea  of  the  supreme  Creatoi*.  All  minds  are  naturally  compelled  to  have  ideai*  of 
religion,  crude  or  enlightened  ;  they  should  perfect  them  in  the  pure  mint  of  miDd,  un- 
adulterated with  any  of  the  sophistries  or  absolutism  of  hierarchists. 

All  the  wise  and  good  should  separate  themselves  from  tliis  ignoble  crowd,  and  secure 
pnre  ideas  of  God  all  the  time. 

What  can  we  expect  of  any  peculiar  faith,  but  the  legitimate  fruits  of  deception, 
fraud  and  imposition  ? 

Analyze  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  this  is  their  correct  history.  The  Christian  is  as  deep, 
in  this  obnoxious  quagmire. 

What  other  is  the  Koman,  but  a  system  of  deep  and  peculiar  faith  swindling?  "  Ro- 
man catholic  divines  had  argued,  in  their  writings,  in  favor  of  equivocation,  mental 
reservations,  perjury,  and  even  assassination."  Also,  says  Macauley,  '*The  clergr 
were  the  king^s  worshippers,  and  the  judges  his  tools."  What. cannot  absolutism  i!ol 
Charlemagne  assigned  to  the  benedictine  Alwin  the  high  office  of  preparing,  from  tie 
various  sources  within  his  reach,  a  perfect  codex  of  the  holy  scriptures." 

Peculiar  faith  has  been  a  system  of  tything,  a  taxation  for  false  pretences,  and  the 
priestocracy  have  been  peculiar  brotherhoods  in  all  ages  of  mind's  perversions.  We  can 
well  say  what  corruption  prevails  by  union  of  church  and  state,  in  the  case  of  *^  Charlp^ 
II. ,  who  refused  the  Eucharist  from  the  hands  of  the  English  church,  and  died  a  Roman 
catholic." 

The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  must  not  expect  us  to  believe  their  doctrine,  unless 
they  prove  the  same  to  universal  propriety,  an  impossibUity  forever. 

The  world  may  well  differ  about  peculiar  faith  excitements,  but  if  all  do  not  improve 
religion  on  right  principles,  better  had  they  never  existed  ;  for  assuredly  they  do  injurt 
society  in  its  most  vital  parts. 

Let  none  stifle  inquiry  respecting  these  principles,  whether  protectant,  Roman,  or 
any  other. 

When  they  come  to  see  the  matter  in  its  true  light,  they  will  adopt  the  position  zs 
the  deepest  interest  to  mind,  and  will  discard  their  own.  The  world  will  see  the  right, 
if  not  trammeled. 

The  Jesuit  Journal,  The  Universe,  sjivs,  "  So  long  as  religious  unity  exists,  civil  in- 
tolerance is  the  duty  of  government."  Where  would  have  been  his  peculiar  faith,  Ivd 
it  not  superseded  the  preceding  one  of  the  country  ? 

Plenary  indulgences  disgrace  the  Roman  hierarchy.  What  are  phylacteries,  bet 
part  of  the  superstition  and  its  imposition  1  All  these  are  the  veriest*  trifles  of  mini 
The  power  of  the  pope  can  be  only  upheld  by  liberal  views,  tolerated  for  a  time,  then 
go  down,  as  mind  marches  to  its  elevation.  In  principles,  mind  has  something  to  coo- 
tend  for. 

What  superstition  can  be  greater,  than  praying  to  angels  and  saints,  all  priest  manu- 
facture ? 

What  corruption  can  be  greater,  including  the  imposition  on  the  people,  who  are  to 
be  preyed  upon. 

The  dominican  and  franciscan  friars  before  the  reformation,  were,  what  tiie  Jesuits 
have  been  since.  They  were  the  most  contemptible  of  all  the  different  orders  of  the 
priesthood.  The  barbarous  superstition  and  ignorance  of  the  multitude,  raised  them  to 
the  supreme  state  of  peculiar  faith-influence.  "  They  discovered  the  most  barbarous 
aversion  to  the  arts  and  sciences." 

The  idea  that  converts  to  the  creed  of  peculiar  faith  being  competent  to  decide  on  It.^ 
validity  for  the  worlds  recognition,  because  they  profess  such  faith,  and  are  member;^ 
of  some  church,  is  too  absurd  to  be  entertained. 

Do  they  actually  know  the  definition  o{  religion  ? 

Most  do  not  know  the  difference  between  peculiar  faith  and  religion  !  You  atTect 
much  merit  by  songs  of  praise  and  thanks,  ^ut  you  pay  them  in  words  to  a  mixed 
Deity. 

Your  prayers,  as  fervent  as  peculiar  faiUi-devotion  can  make  them,  are  not  paid  to 
the  right  source. 

All  are  best  evinced  in  actions,  and  those  are  due  to  the  God  of  nature,  the  Almigbtv 
alone. 

Your  grace  before  meat,  and  for  the  reception  of  all  blessings,  can  also  be  expresscti 
louder  and  more  effectually  than  words,  by  your  actions  rightly  addressed. 

But  of  what  use  are  prayers  for  the  dead  ? 

Appropriate  burial  service  should  be  performed  by  a  civil  commission,  thaVtbe  living 
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mr  be  benefited,  and  act  rightly,  and  that  relations  may  do  proper  justice  to  their 
feelmgSf  tbe  rights  of  humanity,  and  the  proper  obligations  of  civilization. 

What  sTails  peculiar  faith-phrenzy,  but  to  aggravate  her  world- wrongs  1  What  can 
devotees  do  for  the  world-blessings  that  they  altogether  contravene  ? 

What  authority  has  any  king  or  potentate  to  assume  the  title  of  defender  of  the  faith, 
catholic  majesty,  any  more  than  the  popes,  who  assumed  to  depose  kings  from  their 
crowos?  All  these  are  the  tricks  of  church  and  state  absolutism,  to  cement  a  lasting 
influence. 

What  piety  have  any  of  these  superior  over  the  world  ? 

All  the  laws  of  psychology  and  physiology,  allow  of  no  infallibility  to  any  mortal. 
There  is  do  fatalism  that  has  given  it,  as  that  does  not  exist. 

Libations  were  superstitious  rites. 

It  will  Bot  do  for  the  modems  to  claim  any  prerogatives  for  their  peculiar  faith  over 
loy  kind  of  ancient  superstition,  all  of  which  must  succumb  to  universal  principles  and 
their  Supreme  Creator. 

Miad  proves  before  any  proper  tribunal  its  own  agency  and  superiority. 

After  all,  peculiar  faith  has  nothing  to  boast  of. 

•So  great  was  the  light  shed  by  the  minds  of  Socrates  and  Plato,  that  the  first  fathers  « 
of  the  christian  church,  praised  them  both  in  some  measure  as  christians. 

h  what  did  they,  and  Origen,  the  greatest  of  the  christian  fathers  differ,  when  he 
believed  in  the  traitsmigration  of  souls  ? 

Wttat  has  degraded  the  best  institutions  of  mind  but  its  perversions,  and  which  of 
these  can  be  worse  than  those  of  peculiar  faith  ? 

*'The  most  fatal  wound  of  all  to  the  Swiss  League"  was  contention  about  peculiar 
ktb. 

For  this,  for  a  long  time,  they  had  civil  wars. 

The  disturbances  in  India  have  been  the  worst,  from  the  different  orders  of  Brah- 
mins and  fihuddists. 

Nothing  can  protect  nationality  and  humanity,  when  lawless,  reckless,  and  faithless 
pretences  of  national  peculiar  faith  prevail. 

Instead  of  the  ruins  of  empires,  and  the  destruction  of  mighty  cities,  brought  about 
by  pecuUar  faith,  and  recklessness  of  principles,  religion  causes  mind  to  rear  its 
Duirhty  empire  over  the  globe,  on  permanent  conservative  principles. 

There  can  be  no  pure  religion  in  peculiar  faith  by  the  nature  of  things.  But  smart 
people,  professors  of  peculiar  faith,  affect  that  thev  certainly  know. 

yet  how  can  they,  as  they  have  not  investigated,  nor  can  they  know  the  whole  circle 
oOiistory  and  science  ? 

They  cannot  know  intuitively,  as  that  is  impossible,  therefore  they  must  prove  tlieir 
position,  especially  messiahship,  satisfactory,  otherwise  they  are  cut  off  from  any  foun- 
iiitiun,and  their  mouths  are  effectually  closed.  But  what  tenable  proof  can  they  adduce, 
ifter  deserting  reason  for  ftith  ? 

But  converts  rely  on  hearsay,  which  comes  from  interested  and  ignorant  partisans 
whose  oath  could  not  be  valid  as  interested. 

Tbe  errors  of  peculiar  faith  are  hard  to  be  divested  of. 

Even  Napoleon  had  his  astrological  superstition,  and  spoke  of  the  star  of  his  peculiar 
nesimy. 

Numa,  the  great  law-giver  of  Rome,  affected  to  have  sybilline  books,  to  impose  on 
the  people  whom  the  cunning  world  has  always  treated  with  contemptible  imposition 
*hen  impunity  was  practicable. 

This  has  been  the  door,  for  all  kinds  of  peculiar  tyranny.  How  much  were  the  poor 
Jgnorant  barbarians  of  ancient  times  imposed  on  by  the  necromancers,  who  pretended  to 
learn  of  the  dead? 

Peculiar  faith  presents  no  genuine  diamond  or  crystal,  nor  similar  ring.  Good  citi* 
lens,  should  have  no  counterfeit  or  any  such  means,  for  agitation  of  the  world. 

All  this  doctrine  is  supported  by  special  pleadings,  sophistry,  mental  reservations,  and 
"^  <Jeei)eat  pious  frauds.     Wliat  infamy  ! 

Peculiar  faith  only  advances  the  pretences  of  superstition,  whose  doctrines  must  be 
uterly  exploded  by  rational  religion  that  tolerates  no  messiah.     She  has  no  history. 

The  supposed  history  of  peculiar  faith,  is  a  peculiar  story — it  is  one  of  ^rsecutipns. 
Ihe  one  that  is  persecuted  by  other  species  of  superstition,  uses  persecution  in  return, 
it  has  the  nature  of  the  beast,  never  to  be  regenerated.  A  perfect  hyena,  it  persecutes 
oiod,  its  very  power,  and  robs  God  whom  it  has  always  blasphemed.  Peculiar  faith 
MS  fought  in  various  ways  for  thousands  of  years,  with  peculiar  weapons  of  faith ! 

>>  hat  inteUigent  freeman  is  not  ashamed  to  have  peculiar  faith,  that  should  be  left  to 
we  8er&  of  absolutism  and  superstition  ? 
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Reason  is  rejected  only  by  the  ignorant,  or  by  fools  and  knaves.  Some  may  estimate 
that  if  peculiar  faith  do  no  good,  that  it  can  do  no  harm.  But  do  we  truly  estimate  Uih 
invaluable  loss  of  time,  the  perversion  of  habits  and  vices  for  virtues,  the  future  en6la?e. 
ment  of  our  passions  and  superstitious  fears  1  Philosophy  has  ever  been  attacked  by  the 
false  pretences  of  sophistry  and  peculiar  faith,  the  enemy  of  mankind  and  its  highest 
right.  The  story  of  miracles  is  a  pretended  appeal  to  facts,  and  must  be  analyzed  by 
philosophy  that  alone  analyzes  truth,  to  analyze  the  nature  of  things. 

Philosophy  ever  discards  the  phantoms  of  peculiar  faith.  Every  system  of  peculiar 
faith  is  a  libel  on  God,  and  an  imposition  on  mind.  Do  we  undertake  philosophy  that 
only  deals  in  facts  of  reason  with  mere  faith,  or  does  it  not  .result  in  experience  and  ob- 
servation through  the  senses  by  ratiocination  ? 

Advantages  will  be  taken  in  faith  if  yielded,  forever. 

All  peculiar  faith  people  are  bigots  and  egotists,  of  most  unjust  character.  Sectarians! 
whom  can  you  blame  for  opposing  peculiar  faith,  that  is  sectarianism  in  general,  yours 
included,  when  you  attack  all  others,  to  protect  your  own  ?  We  attack  all  on  principles, 
you  act  for  self-interest.  Yon  have  to  be  silent,  or  self>condemned.  There  can  b^  no 
greater  humbug  than  that  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  dangerous  and  oppressive  to  tbc 
world,  which  knows  so  little  of  it  in  all  its  insidiousness. 

Peculiar  faith  disorganizes  society  and  the  world. 

She  gives  curses  where  she  dispenses  supposed  blessings.  Parasites,  flatterers,  and 
retainers,  may  descant  on  this  topic,  but  all  the  merit  is  unequivocally  due  the  real  and 
intrinsic  character  of  God^s  boons. 

It  is  on  his  capital  that  all  the  effect  is  produced. 

His  are  the  magnificent  institutions  and  prerogatives,  the  dnty  is  mind^s. 

What  peculiar  grace  has  peculiar  faith  of  any  kind  imparted  to  the  world,  that  she 
should  find  peculiar  favor  in  its  sight  ? 

The  rites  and  ceremonies  of  peculiar  faith  are  bad,  oppressive  and  t]rrannizing  to  the 
citizens  of  the  world. 

What  liberality  has  sectarianism,  that  thinks  all  others  have  not  as  good  a  faith,  as 
they  have  not  its  faith  ?  Sectarianism  cannot  decide,  as  it  does  not  stand  at  the  right 
point,  but  must  transcend  or  fall  below  it. 

None  but  the  right  standard  can  give  mind  the  qualification  of  ri^ht  judgment. 

Peculiar  faith  is  the  result  of  dark  and  benighted  ages  of  absolutism  and  priest  impo- 
sition, whereas  rational  religion  is  that  of  rationally  cultivated  minds,  elevated  to  and 
ennobled  by  the  best  blessings  of  civilization  in  all  its  glorious  and  pure  excellency. 

We  permit  no  short  sighted  policy  of  peculiar  faith,  that  follows  a  master  of  absolut- 
ism, receives  the  dictation  of  sects,  adheres  to  creeds  of  opinions,  but  violates  the 
principles  of  rational  religion. 

Any  persons  may  change  from  peculiar  faith,  from  the  Roman  to  the  protestant.  or 
from  either  to  the  Mahometan,  but  no  rational  mind  can  leave  rational  religion,  the 
God-gift.  • 

Who  desires  to  know  all  the  vices  of  peculiar  faith  ?  This  reflects  from  its  comip- 
lion,  all  the  superstition  and  bigotry  of  ages  thus  darkened  over  the  world.  It  is  she 
that  presents  all  messiahships,  and  those  in  antagonism  with  the  great  lawB  of  nature. 

Principles  cannot  be  excluded  by  peculiar  faith,  no  more  than  the  Creator  by  messi- 
ahships. 

But  how  can  peculiar  faiths  be  the  policy  of  any,  presuming  on  their  potency  1  Do 
they  blindly  mislead  themselves,  without  knowing  where  their  own  dogmas  actnallv 
lead  them  ?  Peculiar  and  easy  faith  arose  in  an  age  of  darkness  and  superstition,  and 
has  never  been  eradicated. 

**  Mahomet,  who  lived  in  the  sixth  century,  considers  Christians  in  the  light  of  infi- 
dels and  idolaters  throughout  the  koran ;  and,  indeed,  had  not  Christians  worshipped 
Christ,  he  could  have  had  no  shadow  of  a  pretence  to  reform  their  religion,  and  to  bring 
them  back  to  the  worship  of  one  God." 

Can  the  world  begin  to  appreciate  the  amount  and  extent  of  persecutions  for  peculiar 
faith  in  the  world  1  Barocaba,  who  pretended  to  be  messiah,  murdered  heathens  and 
Christians.  In  Christian  countries  there  have  been  persecutions  to  murders  without 
mercy.     In  France,  multitudes  of  Jews  were  burnt. 

In  Germany  multitudes  of  them  were  murdered  by  the  myrmidons  of  the  eight 
crusades. 

In  Persia,  the  Tartars  murdered  multitudes  of  the  Jews.  Neither  paganism  nor  po- 
lytheism is  extinct  in  the  world  of  peculiar  faith,  that  invades  the  sacred  precincts  of 
civil  liberty,  conscience  and  philanthropy.  Will  you  stand  by,  citizen,  patriot,  and  not 
aid  the  exigencies  of  the  world  in  this  essential  matter  ?  Some  people  have  no  sincer- 
ity, as  their  minds  have  become  perverted ;  they  are  thankless  as  they  have  no  gratitude. 
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Can  all  these  coltivate  the  right  spirit  in  the  empire  of  peculiar  faith?  How  will  thejr 
eonpass  sach  impracticabilities  ?   - 

But  ^ou  cleave  to  your  faith  ?  Of  course  you  found  it  upon  the  bible  ?  Now,  cer- 
tamly,  you  must  unmistakably  prove  the  last,  to  be  honest  and  truthful  in  your  consist- 
ency.  What  are  the  proofs  of  your  bible,  as  to  its  authenticity  ?  You  do  not  know, 
Dor  do  all  your  ignorant  misleaders !  It  is  astonishing  to  find  how  few  do  know  this,  as 
priests  canoot  know  or  prove  it  1 

Are  you  betrayed  to  the  loss  of  the  genuine  for  the  counterfeit,  throwing  away  your 
•oul-gi^  for  the  shadow,  what  you  can  never  reach  ? 

Are  you  thus  caught  so  stupidly,  when  so  shrewd  in  business  and  life  transactions 
otherwise  1  Do  you  cheat  yourself,  or  do  you  permit  others  to  do  it,  which  amounts  to 
tbe  same  thing  ? 

The  false  position  of  peculiar  faith  is  always  apparent  on  proper  analysis. 

Od  the  fragments  of  peculiar  faith  arise  the  splendor  and  magnificence  of  rational 
leligioD. 

At  her  dawn  presided  science  and  philosophy. 

Patients  are  often  harassed,  are  deranged  at  times,  about  peculiar  faith.  For  God's 
sake,  let  the  world  and  souls  be  in  peace.  There  is  no  peace  in  peculiar  faith,  that  has 
10  bnios,  intelligence,  or  magnanimity. 

The  miserable  patients  who  are  disturbed  at  death,  wishing  for  a  faith,  should  be 
gratified,  but  enlightened  too.  Not  only  ought  ministers,  who  come  to  advise,  have 
pohty  of  morals  above  reproach,  but  intellectual  correctness  too ;  above  all  other  things 
tbey  ought  to  tell  the  truth  about  the  authenticity  of  their  gospels,  which,  if  candid,  they 
tie  obliged  to  say  cannot  be  done,  as  they  are  not  authentic.  Are  freemen  slaves  to 
petQliar  faith?  Is  that  so?  There  has  been  war  upon  Jewry  for  eighteen  centuries 
aetrly,  by  the  children  that  came  from  its  womb. — 'How  parricidal  is  peculiar  faith, 
vbeo  anything  opposes  her  selfish  interest.  She  is  created  m  the  froth  of  sectarianism, 
ud  is  equally  meretricious  as  her  prototype  in  fiction. 

^^liere  is  the  end  of  all  these  things  ?  One  superstitious  wave  succeeds  another. 
The  Monnons  have  created  tlieirs.  £very  new  system  does  the  same.  The  motives 
we  all  similar,  never  can  be  vastly  different. 

Is  there  no  money  nor  speculation  in  all  this  matter  ?  There  is  hardly  anything  else 
»heo  all  seek  power. 

AOow  all  the  motives  that  prompt,  and  take  away  those  that  are  not  in  the  secret, 
vbo  suppose  good  faith  all  the  time,  and  the  balance  is  nothing  but  blasphemous  corrup- 
ton  forever. 

Peculiar  faith  will  do  for  scary  children,  hysterical  females,  imbecile  men,  cunning 
pnestoeractes,  and  despotic  autocrats,  that  rule  the  world  hj  a  devil,  a  very  pious  and 
nHi?ious  duty !     Peculiar  faith  is  inseparable  from  sectarianism ;  both  are  identified. 

But  the  world  must  have  faith.  Is  that  a  particle  of  virtue  ?  Is  there  one  particle  of 
mue  in  peculiar  faith  ?  Is  not  faith  a  necessary  result  of  investigation,  and  only  in 
Foportion  to  the  facts  of  the  case  ? 

The  sectarianism  of  peculiar  faith  keeps  the  world  apart,  and  thereby  clearly  proyes 
it«  pecuhar  vices.  All  peculiar  systems  of  faith  are  imperfect  from  the  essential  nature 
<»fthe  materials:  now  mind  needs  a  perfect  system,  that  mind  may  invoke  as  religion 
^e  model  system  of  religion.  The  same  peculiar  faith  that  gives  a  devil  also  gives 
K  mcssiahf  proxies  of  priestocracies,  all  anti-god.  Peculiar  faith  corrupts  all  commu- 
iities.  What  a  blood-thirsty  tyrant  is  peculiar  faith.  Such  mere  faith  stultifies  its 
fcllowera,  blinds  their  senses,  and  brutalizes  their  nature. 

^^ophistry  of  peculiar  faith,  thou  hast  no  limit ;  as  envy,  thou  hast  no  dignity.  The 
ivfttem  of  electioneering  against  all  principles  for  reasons  of  their  temporal  popularity, 
vbeo  it  was  to  their  disgraceful  advantage,  show  the  extreme  length  that  peculiar  faith 
P>w.  Who  can  doubt  of  the  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith  ?  The  very  position 
CQplies  the  most  blasphemous  falsehoods.  How  can  you  expect  less  than  millions  of 
lies  and  liaiB  to  sustain  it  all  over  the  world .  Peculiar  faith  sides  in  argument  j ust  as  it  suits 
"^If-interest.   Do  we  respect  truth  or  justice  when  we  speak  of  peculiar  faith  as  a  faith  ? 

Who  has  the  orthodox,  the  infallible,  of  all  such  ?  Can  its  corrupt  elements  beget 
uysueh? 

Judaism  and  Christianity  are  the  parents  of  Mormonism,  as  well  as  of  Mahometanism. 
^Vhich,  then,  is  most  sinful  ?  They  are  all  peculiar  faith,  which  is  only  modified  more 
•f  less  in  each.  If  Mormonism  be  a  corrupt  daughter,  Christianity  is  a  corrupt  mother, 
X  Jodaiim  is  a  corrupt  grandmother. 

As  peculiar  faith  advances,  so  does  a  hypocritical  age,  then  rational  religion  recedes. 
l»i*  a  false  position  to  refuse  to  get  out  of  your  heresies  of  untruth  and  bigotry. 

If  yott  wish  the  world  further  humbugged,  let  the  mass  still  be  vassal  to  any  dema^ 
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gogue.  In  all  kinds  of  government  they  have  hut  to  continue  this  thing  of  peculiai 
faith.  When  tlie  leaders  are  influenced  by  sinister  motives,  blindly  selfish,  the  balance 
can  be  easily  found.  Which  is  peculiar  faith  worse  in,  impudence  or  ignorance?  *  What 
gives  tendency  to  scandal  and  libel  more  than  this  position  ? 

Is  peculiar  faith  never  to  end  her  impious  evils,  and  rational  religion  never  to  begin 
her  illustrious,  godly  blessings  ? 

Shall  mind  be  subject  in  any  respect  to  the  odious  vassalage  of  any  peculiar  faith, 
the  pe^^uliar  tyrant  of  the  world  ?  Shall  property  be  confiscated,  and  persons  be  excom- 
municated. Shall  both  be  subject  to  violence?  None  of  peculiar  faith-men  ever  con- 
ceived properly  of  God  :  it  is  utterly  impossible.  All  this  pulpit  peculiar  faith  is  ex- 
parte,  one-sided,  giving  suppressed  statements  or  one-sided  sophisticated,  and  filled  with 
a  thousand  delusions.     Reason  and  rational  mind  can  rear  the  proper  standard. 

Where  can  we  get  a  rational  discussion  of  religion  by  peculiar  faith-people  1  All 
peculiar  faith  derives  all  its  honor  and  respectabiUty,  from  mind,  that  makes  it  what 
it  is.  Peculiar  faith  was  to  rule  the  ignorance  of  the  world,  to  secure  all  power-influ- 
ence,  pretending  that  society  only  could  exist  but  by  fears  of  future  punishment,  and 
yet  the  world  is  overrun  by  these  very  nations,  claiming  to  be  elite  or  select,  in  pira- 
cies, martial  and  naval  murderSf  and  robberies.  It  is  impossible  to  civilize  the  world 
by  peculiar  faith,  that  has  not  its  first  elements — a  universal  brotherhood ! 

We  may  cherish  the  best  feelings  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  world,  as  part  of  God^s 
creation,  but  not  for  any  of  their  peculiar  errors,  among  which  is  one  of  the  greatest, 
peculiar  faith. 

The  christian  innovation  was  once  to  the  Jews,  what  now  the  Monnon  faith  is  to  the 
christians.  What  is  wanting  to  the  last  power?  What  is  wanting  to  all  peculiar 
faith  ?  Truth.  An  aflfiliated  is  not  debarred  from  giving  testimony,  but  then  he,  and 
all  the  world,  cannot  establish  one  pretended  miracle. 

Peculiar  faith  has  devils ;  rational  religion  has  none. 

The  bible  of  peculiar  faith  unites  prejudices,  passion,  creduli^,  sophistry  and  super- 
stition, to  overwhelm  the  human  mind,  and  involve  all  mankind  in  its  ruin.  W^iih  all 
your  toleration  of  peculiar  faith,  your  Mormon  would  or  could  not  live  in  peace  among 
christians.     Wars  have  arisen  between  them.  i 

This  proves  most  conclusively  how  delusive  and  dangerous  is  any  peculiar  faith  :  be- ' 
hold  the  snake  is  not  killed,  it  is  only  scotched.  If  the  Mormons  be  a  dangerous  people 
that  seek  a  vindictive  retributive  justice,  for  the  deep  wrong  due  them,  how  much 
more  so  is  the  peculiar  faith  that  originates  all  the  tribes  ? 

The  great  danger  is,  that  too  much  of  the  world  will  have  too  low  views  of  duty  and 
action  through  peculiar  faith.  Their  acts  are  grovelling — undermining  against  their 
neighbors,  seeking  advantages.  But  this  you  may  affect  is  not  so.  But  how  did  yoa 
treat  the  Mormons  ?  Oh  !  that  alters  the  case.  Did  not  the  Pagans  treat  your  ances- 
tors thus  intolerantly ;  besides,  you  set  the  Mormons  an  example  to  plagiarize  a  peculiar 
faith. 

Why  so  many  sects  in  faith,  and  so  many  systems  of  faith  in  direct  collision  and  an- 
tagonism? 

There  is  but  one  religion  most  certainly.  There  cannot  be  any  two  principlej 
clashing — ^nor  any  two  faiths — ^for  assuredly,  all  are  false  that  have  the  elements  of  an- 
tagonism. All  peculiar  faiths,  christian  particularly,  as  well  as  the  Mahometan,  axe  in 
antagonism  to  religion. 

It  is  the  paramount  duty  of  the  enlightened  religionist  to  denounce  all  false  faiths  as 
false  positions. 

But  the  cause  of  sympathy,  is  that  of  some  of  these  peculiar  systems.  All  do  not 
weigh  one  straw  before  the  rights  and  dignity  of  mind,  the  true  beneficiary  which  has 
been  crushed  by  them  for  thousands  of  years  I 

Peculiar  faith  advocates  pretend,  that  they  have  investigated  the  whole  subject  of 
religion.     Have  they  touched  the  first  position,  the  supreme  obligation  to  the  Supreme  1 

Are  they  disinterested  enough  to  do  justice  to  tiiis  subject  ? 

But  then  the  feelings  of  wives  and  families  are  to  be  consulted  in  faith.  The  ri^ht 
position  is  paramount  with  wives,  children  and  family,  and  that  is  only  rational  fiuth. 
Any  other  is  a  curse  to  the  whole  country.  We  congratulate  ourselves  in  the  due 
investigation  of  this  subject,  and  that  reason  is  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  can  only  see 
this  as  the  safe  side. 

We  seek  to  live  and  die  in  this  the  true  faith,  as  confirmed  converts,  exempt  from 
skepticism.     Those  who  advocate  peculiar  faith  can  only  be  the  veriest  skeptics. 

If  we  sided  with  priestocracies  that  conspired  against  God,  as  atheists  or  polytheist^, 
trinitarians,  unitarians,  or  luke-warm  optimists,  we  should  feel  that  he  was  against  us  in 
the  end  as  well  as  all  the  time. 
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Do  yoa  expect  yirtae,  &c.,  in  a  people  wedded  to  peculiar*  faith  and  its  tenets  ?  In 
the  best  and  fairest  portions  of  the  globe,  peculiar  faith,  its  education  and  dogmas,  poi- 
son up  the  blessings  of  life.  Most  of  the  world  will  go  it  blind  for  peculiar  faith.  .They 
will  swear  white  is  black,  if  expedient*  Exemption  from  all  peculiar  faith  will  adcl  dig- 
oity  aod  grandeur  of  dignity  to  the  world.  Mind  has  been  falsely,  treacherously 
brought  up  to  yield  the  question  of  peculiar  faith  hitherto,  bound  to  the  car  of  supersti- 
tion. Has  a  ^natic,  bigpt,  any  reason  about  him  in  peculiar  faith  ?  Conscious  of  ex- 
treme weakness,  he  becomes  a  decided  despot  of  humbug,  and  throws  himself  on  the 
liignicy  of  toleration — if  he  cannot  repel  all  such  by  vindictiveness.  What  wanton  felony. 
What  train-band  mind  and  society-spoilen  victimizers ! 

So  sectarian  are  some  village  schools,  that  even  ladies  of  the  same  town  hardly  give 
to  each' other  the  street.     This  is  civilization,  with  a  vengeance ! 

Joe  Smith  found,  it  is  asserted,  his  golden  plates  in  New  York ;  Moses  found  his 
(tooe  tables  at  Mt.  Sinai.  Which  has  the  best  claim  for  truth  ?  Neither.  One  has 
tiie  oldest  lies.  That  old  bible,  for  which  sophists  and  autocrats  battle,  is  a  fine  exam- 
ple for  freemen  to  seek.     Of  course  it  is  right,  is  it,  for  freemen  to  copy  afler  all  such  ? 

U  the  world  to  adopt  the  word  of  bigots,  the  most  odious  reptiles  ?  Are  they  not 
the  thousands  of  harpies  preying  on  society,  having  but  little  unison  of  interest  ? 

What  a  position  of  the  world,  that  much  of  it  is  priestocracy,  a  fraud  or  deception 
oa  the  world  by  peculiar  faith  ! 

The  main  question  arises,  is  it  done  knowingly  ? 

The  true  analysis  of  the  world^'s  position  is  not  yet  fully  written.  The  peculiar 
iaiths  are  cut^throat  to  each  other ;  while  rational  religion  is  happy  to  be  defeated  of 
her  errors  by  rationality.  Even  now  the  world  is  so  soft  and  verdant  as  to  believe  as 
told :  This  is  the  effect  of  peculiar  faith,  called  Faith.  Ignorant  of  the  earth,  they  are 
i^oiant  of  spirits  and  angels  who  they  assume  are  its  visitors. 

Do  you  believe  in  haunts,  they  inquire?  We  do,  in  those  of  guilty  conscience.  But 
in  spirits,  ghosts  ?  They  have  something  else  to  do  than  abide  in  that  capacity.  Their 
fuActioDs  commence  in  other  departments  as  soon  as  changed  by  death. 

Rule  superstition  to  proper  obedience,  and  science  makes  her  the  noblest  mind- 
agent. 

Know  and  think  of  the  differences  between  religion  and  peculiar  faith.  Can  the  last 
^  honorably  adhered  to,  while  so  far  from  backing  out  as  in  pure  love,  all  must  get 
stroQger  inclined  in  the  true  faith,  with  which  all  the  advocates  will  identify  themselves, 
it  being  the  nation^s  interest,  the  world^s  glory,  and  all  that  is  needed  is  the  proper  op- 
portonity  of  securing  the  world  through  mind^s  civilization. 

What  rational  man  will  refuse  to  display  his  mind^s  greatness  and  purity  ?  Let  us 
mi  liave  the  dynasty  of  peculiar  faith — it  is  the  scourge  of  the  world,  the  mind,  spirit, 
tne  soul.  What  an  impotent,  imbecile  state  of  non-resistance  does  the  thoughtless 
world  oppose  to  the  unreasonable  pretences  and  tyranny  of  peculiar  faith.  Can  any 
ntional  beings  be  opposed  to  the  true  exposition  of  the  baseness  of  this  faith,  when 
ther  ought  to  be  most  thankful  for  doing  so  ^ 

Peculiar  faith  is  ashamed  to  let  go  at  once,  as  she  would  be  exposed  in  her  de- 
formity. 

It  seems  that  the  whole  system  of  peculiar  faith  has  been  wrought  out  very  cunning- 
ly, but  not  usefully,  as  all  its  elements  are  perishable. 

False  faiths  are  little  hells  of  little  minds  that  propagate  or  adopt  them. 

Is  there  any  faith  that  is  peculiar  too  absurd  for  the  deluded  mind  of  fanatics  1  There 
are  even  the  devil-worshippers  in  the  East.  The  whole  idea  of  demonology  is  mon- 
strous, as  displayed  in  the  bible,  one  of  the  greatest  libels  on  Deity,  as  to  their  posses- 
sion of  human  souls  over  God  !  How  monstrous,  absurd,  ridiculous,  miserable,  mean 
ind  degrading  to  rational  mind ! 

Evil  beings,  living  in  human  bodies  !  As  good  as  the  origin  of  the  conception  of 
tnessiahs !  All  utterly  at  variance  with  the  first  principles  of  physiology  and  pure  mo- 
rals.   Let  not  your  prejudices  intervene  between  the  twilight  of  science  and  bigotry. 

Bat  the  idea  of  the  devil  is  figurative.  But  as  to  that  of  legion,  that  was  a  spirit,  of 
wurse  not  figurative.  There  can  be  no  halting  between  two  opinions,  for  here  is  the 
o»st  marked  decision. 

Christianity  is  only  peculiar  faith,  with  less  alloy  than  some  other  counterfeits.  Pe- 
l^oUar  faith  is  a  stupid,  sottish  superstition.  How  demoralizing  are  peculiar  faith  and  its 
bibles !  They  propagate  the  falsehoods  about  demonology,  ghosts,  spirits,  with  craft 
^nd  all  the  heinous  tribe  of  superstition.  But,  if  you  explain  by  figuration,  the  ex- 
pounders assume  the  exclusive  right,  and  then  you  are  told  to  take  hold  of  the  real  sub- 
^nce,  and  if  you  seize  that,  they  refer  you  to  figuration.  Why  not  drop  such  a  rotten 
system  of  sophistry  and  superstition,  that  cannot  protect  its  friends,  and  cannot  longer 
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deceive  the  candid  world  1  Better  for  the  whole  world  that  it  had  never  seen  pecdiar 
faith  in  any  form,  as  billions  have  been  injured  most  deeply  by  it. 

The  real  existence  of  angels,  good  and  bad,  is  one  part  of  the  bible  machinery.  If  it 
be  the  bible  and  not  mind  that  directs,  how  is  it  that  you  affect  figuration  ? 

Some  construe,  as  the  universalists,  as  figures;  you  deny  them.  Large  parts  of  Aasr 
as  south  Asia,  are  devil  worshippers,  the  slaves  of  priestocracy . 

Under  this  dynasty  of  faith,  what  little  of  the  world  is  worthy  of  the  real  light  of  ra- 
tional mind  ? 

How  many  millions  commit  themselves,  even  to  perjury,  to  oppose  mind^s  innova- 
tions,  as  adverse  to  their  peculiar  interests  and  faith !  How  many  believe  in  evil  spirits? 
A  trial  for  bewitching  was  held  in  Alabama  not  many  years  ago,  in  a  Christian  coancil, 
I  am  informed  by  a  pastor  of  a  church !  What  but  the  bible  originated,  and  the  'priest- 
ocracy uphold  it  ?     Mind  arrested  the  burning,  of  course. 

One  nation  has  conquered  another,  and  what  love  is  there  yet  established  on  any  pe- 
culiar faith  ?  But  all  peculiar  faith  is  suspicious,  as  it  is,  and  cannot  be  true :  it  is 
false  security  by  a  false  position.  Of  how  many  is  the  lifetime  spent,  without  any  pe- 
culiar faith !     Wliere  was  the  pure  faith  all  the  time,  but  with  them,  more  or  less  ? 

But  what  can  we  do  against  the  world^s  peculiar  faiths  1  If  you  aid,  you  break  the 
charm  of  improper  teaching.     The  noisy  are  to  be  rebuked,  by  rights  of  the  world. 

Does  bigotry  ever  forgive  opposition  ? 

But  few  sectarians  contend  for  truth,  they  are  after  their  own  wordy  victory.  Whit 
needs  the  world  of  any  peculiar  faith,  that,  on  analysis,  it  must  be  fully  satisfied,  is  not 
only  of  no  benefit,  but  a  positive  evil  and  injury? 

I  have  been  particular  about  Hindoo  faith,  as  incompetent  as  any,  that  though  the 
world  be  full,  still  it  is  of  no  avail.  But  they  all  do  evil,  and  dangerous  powers  should 
be  counteracted.     Why  attack  all  peculiar  faiths  ? 

Because  they  have  assailed  the  rights  of  mind,  depriving  it  of  all  its  best  principles. 
Analysis  will  tell  that  the  propagation  of  doctrines  has  not  depended  so  much  on  rational 
as  interested  views,  that  may  reflect  the  profits.  The  pecuniary  emoluments  are  to  be 
considered,  in  the  peculiar  faith  expenditures.  What  else  can  be  expected  ?  If  yoa 
have  money  to  expend,  it  is  well. 

In  opposing  peculiar  faith,  I  am  only  doing  what  every  patriot  would  do  if  he  could. 
The  taxes  of  the  people  should  be  appropriated  for  their  benefit,  not  forced,  for  the 
curses  of  peculiar  faith.  Suppose  that  all  peculiar  faith  people  were  to  carry  out  all 
their  peculiarities,  what  sort  of  a  peculiar  world  should  we  have  ? 

The  Bhuddists  avoid  contact  with  the  Christians,  and  cook  exclustT^y  to  them- 
selves. Names  are  nothing  in  peculiar  faith,  whether  quaker  or  Bhuddist,  all  are  bigots, 
in  which  character  they  all  unite ! 

All  is  contingent  by  peculiar  bibles,  that  the  world  may  never  know ;  but  God's  docu- 
ments cannot  be  hid,  as  his  works  prove.  These  are  facts  outweighing  all  bible  rhetoric, 
addressed  to  the  five  senses  of  every  rational  mind.  But  the  peculiar  god  speaks  and 
hears,  as  the  peculiar  caste  says !  Sectarians,  if  not  hostile,  are  antagonisiical  to  each 
other.     There  is  no  orthodox  opinion  about  reforms  from  absolutisms^ 

If  religion  was  not  the  mistress  of  peculiar  faith,  the  last,  would  master  the  world. 
Peculiar  faith  is  a  libel  on  religion,  as  is  Christianity.  Peculiar  faith  brutalizes  all  that 
it  touches  and  sticks  to  ;  it  contracts  the  bigot  to  the  fanatic,  and  him  to  the  brute,  and 
changes  all  so  that  its  best  friends  cannot  finally  know  them,  if  subject  to  its  compre- 
hensive influence.  What  can  be  worse  than  the  priestocracy,  that  uses  this  means 
against  the  world  1 

What  is  the  state  of  rational  discussion  now  ?  Is  it  not  proscription  by  the  priest- 
ocracy ?  Is  not  the  exclusion  of  the  bible  circle  brought  to  bear  ?  Is  there  not  evasion 
of  friendship,  and  direct  hostility?  Is  this  a  proper  position  in  society,  free  and  intelU- 
gent  ?  The  peculiar  bible  opposer  is  an  infidel !  What  is  an  infidel  ?  It  is  an  unfaithful 
being.  To  whom?  He  cannot  be  to  God,  whom  he  reverences.  But  he  is  to  the 
messiah !  That  he  should  be,  otherwise  he  would  be  an  infidel  to  God.  All  that 
sustain  robbery  of  God  arc  infidels.  This  is  the  true  position  when  true  advocates 
impeach  infidelity,  for  the  whole  must  be  comprehended  to  reach  the  right  basis. 

Peculiar  faith  doctrinists  can  be  bitter,  but  it  is  not  the  bitterness  of  proof,  but  of 
blackguardism  on  mere  assertion. 

Infidelity  is  robbery  all  the  time  to  the  unity  of  God. 

What  are  all  the  pretensions  of  cliques  but  resting  on  this  unprincipled  position,  thai 
authorizes  the  sincere  belief  that  millions  of  perjuries  could  be  perpetrated  for  peculiar 
faith  in  the  world  ;  for  what  member  or  advocate  would  not  swear  to  it  ?  And  yet  all 
would  perjure  themselves.  Does  not  the  professor  appropriate  much  of  his  lectures  to 
all  the  sophistry  of  his  faith  1 
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Cowards,  hypocrites,  and  robbers  of  society  oppose  rational  religion,  and  are  loth  to 
say  aught  against  peculiar  faith,  as  it  is  in  the  ascendant !  We  could  forgive  them  if 
they  could  not  analyze  the  truth.  Peculiar  faith  could  not  last  the  attack  of  mind  one 
Sutiday  if  the  world  would  do  its  duty.  Peculiar  faith  peculiarizes  its  each  individual 
interest.     Now  the  world  is  after  its  own  self-interest. 

Honr  can  you  give  us  liberty  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  whilst  you  are  under  the 
iron  fetters  of  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  paramount  good  of  society  of  the  world  absolutely  requires  that  no  dynasty 
impose  its  peculiar  laith  on  the  same.  Peculiar  faith  causes  even  individuals,  let  alone 
nations,  to  estimate  themselves  peculiarly  endowed.  Peculiar  faith  has  corrupted  the 
world  of  mind  about  ten  to  one  hundred  u>ld  worse  than  it  would  have  been  without  it ! 
The  perverted  world  will  not  fight  you  honorably ;  it  has  no  principles,  only  peculiar 
ways,  faith,  and  action.  What  if  the  chief  or  archangels  were  in  the  seventh  or  best 
heaven  if  sin  get  in,  and  angels  there  become  devils'?  We  cannot  help  your  having 
adopted  peculiar  faith  ;  that  may  be  your  misfortune  when  not  your  fault ;  but  the  time 
may  have  arrived  wlien  it  may  be  your  fault  and  not  your  misfortune. 

The  dogmas  of  peculiar  faith  prove  no  orthodox  faith,  much  less  religion.  How 
mach  time  is  fruitlessly  spent  by  peculiar  faith  in  plotting  against  the  balance  of  the 
world,  in  every  disgusting  way !  What  is  peculiar  faith  as  regards  God,  the  universal 
('reator  1  An  unprincipled  opposition,  the  veriest  humbug !  Think  of  that,  ye  con- 
Bcience-men. 

Among  fanatic  enthusiasts  we  have  the  Swedenborgians,  who  believe  in  revelation  to 
Sweden^rg.     Are  they  not  as  true  as  all  others,  as  Mormons,  &c.'i 

While  we  reject  peculiar  faith  altogether,  we  seek  to  cultivate  what  is  rational.  The 
peculiar  &ith  dogmas  and  dynasties,  with  all  their  machinery,  are  contradictory  of  each 
other  and  themselves.     They  have  the  basest  intention  of  fraud. 

Bat  why  not  let  peculiar  faith  prevail  1  No  convict  or  culprit  should  in  this  world, 
(hat  requires  religion. 

Sach  faith  is  counterfeit  and  has  all  its  curses.  Let  this  humbug,  as  dead,  be 
imhed.  It  is  for  the  people  to  have  it  interred.  The  bias  of  sophistry  of  peculiar 
faith  warps  the  mind  sadly.  As  to  martyrdom,  what  is  not  due  to  antagonism  of  other 
peculiar  faiths,  that  without  exception,  are  despotic  with  powers.  One  peculiar  faith 
is  as  good  as  another,  till  exploded.  What  can  one' individual  do  in  a  corrupt  society, 
that  will  libel  and  sophisticate  ?     How  is  the  world  to  be  rightly  benefited  ? 

By  discarding  not  only  all  errors,  but  all  oceans  of  errors,  no  matter  how  estimated 
from  the  cobwebs  of  antiquity.  Did  we  come  out  to  satisfy  peculiar  faith-people  or 
troth  ?  Mind  has  no  innate  ideas,  but  impressions  through  the  senses ;  ought  they  not 
to  be  correct  1 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  materialism,  the  depravity  of  mind.  The  infidelity,  the 
skepticism  of  peculiar  faith  ?  What  can  be  more  savage  than  pecuUar  faith,  that  fights 
all  other  sectarians,  and  the  true  and  only  faith  ? 

Her  parricidal  character  is  degradingly  odious  and  vicious. 

All  peculiar  faiths  clash,  thus  proving  their  position  wrong.  No  peculiar  faith  can 
establish  its  position,  with  all  its  peculiar  characteristics. 

The  very  idea  of  peculiar  faith  expresses  the  elements  of  peculiar  views,  that  are 
fdlse  to  universal  principles  of  God.  How  could  they  be  established  but  on  false  pre- 
tences, violations  of  truth  and  reason,  alias  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries,  but 
sophiscated  visions  of  the  same  thing.  'Tis  needless  to  say,  that  we  cannot  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  acts  of  our  own  mind ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  know  enough  of  the 
partial  operations,  to  fully  carry  them  out  in  good  faith.  The  ancients  interdicted  ex- 
amination into  first  principles,  and  required,  as  now  do  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith, 
to  have  them  taken  for  granted. 

By  this  course,  we  only  have  less  degrees  of  superstition,  arising  from  the  elevation 
of  mind,  not  being  untrammeled.  Well  may  it  be  said,  reformers  correct  yourselves,  as 
well  Hebrews,  as  christians,  all  are  in  the  same  category.  Peculiar  faith  has  peculiar 
sophistry. 

There  can  be  mUlions  of  systems  about  peculiar  faith  and  its  miracles,  all  analogous 
in  falsity,  but  there  can  be  but  one  right  system  of  religion,  that  duly  estimates  the  God 
of  truth  and  honesty,  whom  no  nation  has  ever  yet  recognised.  The  system  of 
Judaism  revealed  innumerable  untruths  about  their  peculiar  god,  with  their  priests, 
prophets,  and  pretended  miracles. 

Let  us  give  proper  credit  for  all  conscientious  members  of  any  peculiar  faith-associ- 
ation.   God  takes  the  will  for  the  deed.     A  world-wide  evil  is  peculiar  faith. 

People  set  out  in  life,  determined  to  be  sophists,  not  to  be  convinced.  How  oftea 
does  society  invoke  all  its  perversion  to  defraud  itself  of  its  own  rights. 
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Society  is  now  made  up  of  sects,  clans,  and  secret  clubs,  all  having  influence,  good 
or  malign,  the  worse,  as  it  is  more  peculiar. 

All  good  citizens  must  eschew  all  tlie  sub-electioneering  of  society  against  universal 
brotherhood. 

All  peculiar  faith-labor  is  lost ;  it  ever  begins,  never  ends,  forces,  but  does  not  satisfy. 
Of  all  corruptions,  in  this  corruptible  world,  corrupt  peculiar  faith  ousts  all. 

What  are  all  the  Robespierres,  all  the  wild,  reckless,  fanatic  bedlamites  of  tyranny. 
in  all  ways,  the  enemies  of  their  race,  stupid  in  crime,  their  minds  perverted  by  pecu- 
liar faith  and  education,  and  crushed  into  all  the  degradations  of  brutes  to  Uie  advocates 
of  peculiar  faith.  Do  they  not  recognise  their  bretliren  ?  Are  they  so  stupid  as  to 
deny  their  analogy  ? 

How  many  tliousands  of  years  has  mind  been  extricating  itself  from  the  wiry-serpent- 
folds  of  priestocracy  and  polytheism  ?  The  polytheists  made  their  devil  of  course,  that 
they  had  of  the  devil-worshippers,  a  suspicious  pedigree.  Next  to  an  idiot,  a  maniac, 
an  atheist,  a  polytheist,  save  us  from  faith«bigots. 

All  are  sectarians  that  are  not  rational  religionists,  and  the  fact  that  Christ  was 
necessarily  sectarian,  conclusively  proves  him  mortal.  The  proof  of  sectarianism  ia 
self-evident.  What  can  we  expect  of  the  world  about  peculiar  faith,  when  its  bigotry 
has  no  justice,  and  it  would  cut  each  others'  throats,  but  for  the  civilization  of  mind. 
What  war  has  peculiar  faith  stayed  1  What,  rather,  has  it  not  excited  1  Thp 
government  of  the  universe,  this  world  included,  is  in  fact,  and  right,  in  the  Creator  of 
mind.  Some  see  interminable  difficulties  among  various  sects,  but  see  no  end.  Where 
is  the  remedy? 

■  In  rational  religion,  universal  brotherhood,  that  look  to  one  God.  The  knowing  any 
depravity  and  adopting  it,  is  a  bad  state  of  sin.  How  comes  it  that  the  people  do  not 
know  better.  It  is  the  most  difficult  thing,  to  reach  the  right  analysis  of  a  world- 
wide subject.  Isolated  points  of  material  importance  are  known  by  thousands,  but  the 
fewest  know  the  whole  connection.  Peculiar  faith  leads  to  so  much  worldly  deception 
practiced,  till  habit  is  confirmed  to  a  dangerous  position.  While  some  faiths  are  better 
than  others,  what  are  all  peculiar  faiths  worth  ?  They  primarily  transgress  the  chiefe^t 
points  in  usurpation  of  divine  rights.  The  priestocracy  mislead  the  people,  nho 
willingly  submit  to  their  degraded  dictation. 

Skepticism  and  infidelity  should  only  apply  to  atheism  and  polytheism ;  peculiar  iaith 
is  irrational. 

Strange  how  much  reckless  fatuity  prevails  about  peculiar  faith,  and  the  treacherous 
desertion  of  mind  that  cannot  be  superseded.  Bring  back  all,  to  this  point.  The  only 
difierence  is,  that  some  peculiar  faiths  cannot  conceal  their  baseness  as  long  as  others, 
nor  any  from  God.  All  are  robberies  of  God.  One  foolish  goes  after  another,  as  mind 
advances.     If  mind  did  not  advance,  these  would  increase. 

But  what  avail  missions  of  peculiar  faith  1  Look  at  the  contingencies  of  missions, 
how  much  time  is  lost  in  learning  language,  laws,  superseding  and  quarreling  with 
other  peculiar  faiths. 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  the  author  of  Swedenborgianism  scarcely  had  sound  mind, 
as  he  professed  to  enjoy  open  intercourse  with  the  world  of  departed  spirits.  He  is 
said  to  hold  that  there  is  a  trinity,  and  yet  denies  its  personality.  All  peculiar  faith 
presents  dreamy  delusions :  all  are  visionary,  gratuitous.  The  laws  of  Sweden  are 
said  to  be  that  "  Every  individual  leaving  the  national  church  to  enter  another  commu- 
nion, was  liable  to  lose  his  property,  and  even  to  be  banished  from  the  kingdom.'^  This 
is  a  Protestant  country.  Peculiar  faith  was  always  the  great  aid  to  absolute  ancient  or 
modern  governments.  No  faith  was  worth  anything,  that  did  not  aid  government. 
The  ancients  sought  peculiar  faith  as  capital,  and  is  this  vulgar  gewgaw  any  the  less 
avoided  by  the  moderns  ?  What  can  furnish  worse  morals  1  But  you  mention  thp 
glorious  triumphs  of  faith  at  the  last  sad  close  of  life.  Why  should  this  change  be 
sad  ?  It  is  the  harbinger  of  another  brighter  birth,  into  a  more  glorious  immortalitTt 
the  more  illustrious  as  the  soul  recognises  the  exclusive  unity  of  a  perfectly  pure 
Creator.  This  attends  the  most  rational  consideration  of  this  paramount  subject.  But 
as  to  any  other  idea,  can  there  be  any  greater  bursts  of  enthusiasm  than  those  of  the 
Juggernaut,  who  voluntarily  victimizes  himself  under  the  wheels  of  the  car  of  htf 
peculiar  god  ?  All  such  as  the  last  is  fanaticism,  but  the  first,  the  only  true  effusion  of 
religion,  exalts  its  position.  With  what  peculiar  facility  can  peculiar  doctrines  of  made 
bibles  be  propagated,  mormonism  is  proof.  It  is  scctarianize  now,  not  originate,  except 
among  the  ignorant  class  that  stupidly  never  inquire  into  the  proof  of  the  position. 
They  overlook  this,  for  want  of  proper  cultivation  of  mind. 

The  code  of  peculiar  faith  is  that  of  the  equivocator.  Peculiar  faith  says  to  it$ 
^equals,  parents  or  closest  relations,  ye  all  are  infidels,  that  is  outlaw*. 
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With  the  proper  use  of  their  mental  faculties,  they  cannot  he  more  vaesal,  to  audit 
aucfa  libels. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  peculiar  powers,  a  part  of  usurpation  of  absolutism,  nothing 
less ;  is  this  expedient  to  make  people  better  ? 

Peculiar  faith  always  has  mysteries  as  a  part  of  its  humbugs.  Peculiar  faith  is  a 
tTTanoy  orer  mind,  and  is  handed  down  as  the  perpetual  constant  tyranny  of  supersti* 
tion  and  sophistry.  It  is  forgery  and  a  counterteit ;  it  is  no  hand  jugglery,  but  the  jug- 
glery of  mind,  that  pays  by  a  dash  of  the  pen,  millions.  It  is  wholesale  and  retail,  a 
l<er[niimiy»  But  it  is  cruel  to  dispossess  one  of  even  a  crystal,  unless  you  can  give 
hiin  a  diamond.  Yes,  we  invoke  the  diamond  of  pure  religion.  Destructive  must  be 
superseded  by  conservative  principles,  that  revolve  in  religion. 

Let  not  the  people  sacrifice  their  independence  of  mind  and  morals,  when  they  hold 
the  treasures  of  both. 

Religion  knows  no  difference  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  she  eschews  sectarianism, 
and  points  to  the  unity  of  God.  All  peculiar  faith  is  declared  by  man,  but  this  is  not 
what  reason  and  mind  need  and  tolerate. 

Why  is  there  infidelity  ?  Your  peculir  faith  is  in  part  responsible  therefor.  What 
an  outrage  on  the  worlds  to  make  peculiar  faith  an  inquisitorial  power. 

Peculiar  faith  may  talk  all  it  chooses  about  love  to  members  of  each,  but  the  part  is  not 
practicable  nor  beneficial.  ^*  The  Hindoo  and  Musselman  population  in  the  city  Majeer- 
uab,  had  risen  against  each  other,  under  the  influence  of  religious  fanaticism,  and  the 
city  was  destroyed  by  fire."  The  Christian  had  at  last  subdued  both,  and  was  master. 
Peculiar  faith  oflfers  all  felonious  false  pretences. 

What  ia  peculiar  faith  knight-errantry  worth  f 

Great  is  the  Diana  of  all  peculiar  faiths. 

What  greater  evils  are  perpetrated  on  the  world,  than  those  originated  by  peculiar 
faith  1  Sectarianism  sees  no  merit.  But  each  has  its  own  elect !  Who  are  they  1  The 
egotists.  Has  not  peculiar  faith  had  something  to  do  with  every  ancient  war  ?  Has  it 
not  compelled  man  to  look  on  his  brother  as  an  alien,  an  enemy  ?  With  the  world  any 
one  especial  faith  is  orthodox,  infallible,  christian  or  civilised,  whilst  all  the  others  are 
those  of  minds  at  enmity  against  God,  that  is  their  peculiar  God,  as  they  are  heathen, 
naturally  pagan  outside  barbarians.  All  peculiar  faith  doctrines  are  a  desecration  to 
God.  Peculiar  faith  people  value  themselves  on  feelings,  excited  by  enthusiasm.  What 
else  is  it.  What  value  is  it,  if  this  be  no  foundation  for  messiahship.  The  works  of 
peculiar  faith  must  introduce  evils,  because  it  mistakes  principles.  The  very  position 
means  an  impossibility;  when  faith  is  to  supersede  reason,  then  the  fabric  of  virtue  ffoee 
to  death.  Peculiar  faith  never  can  find  the  true  God.  True  principles  are  libeled  by 
the  professors. 

Seeing  that  you  cannot  attain  purity  of  faith  your  way,  will  you  deny  the  only  prac> 
ticable  one  because  different  with  yours  ?  You  ought  to  help  remedy  tlie  defects  of 
that  advanced  on  proper  principles,  not  advance  the  defective  system  however  adroit  its 
sophistry. 

Reason  most  obviate  the  poison  of  peculiar  faith. 

Much  has  been  said  of  infidelity,  but  what  can  be  said  fair  for  peculiar  faith  ?  Ra- 
tional religion  asserts  the  only  claim  to  good  faith,  no  other  can. 

Peculiar  faith  of  the  world  is  no  where  ;  it  is  an  imposition,  humbug.  Where  the  most 
power  is  invoked,  there  the  most  vitiation  of  it  arises. 

Peculiar  faith  antagonizes  the  feelings  and  interests,  rends  them  asunder  from  that 
God  that  joined  them  together  in  the  holy  wedlock  of  one  universal  brotherhood. 

Let^s  be  done  with  all  this  folly  and  crime. 

All  sectarianism,  all  peculiar  faiths,  stand  in  the  way  of  constitutional  liberty,  one  of 
the  great  elements  to  its  injury.  The  diversity  of  opinion  may  be  honestly  entertained 
on  both  sides,  but  both  cannot  be  right.  What  sort  of  morality  do  moralists  use  adverse 
to  reason,  proper  sense,  justice,  honor  and  truth  1  One  form  of  peculiar  faith  is  only 
preferable  to  another,  as  the  least  of  two  evils.  Christianity,  Mormonism,  are  all  super* 
■titioos  evils  and  crimes. 

No  custom,  plan,  or  design  should  restrict  the  world,  to  any  set  of  peculiar  faith 
dogrnas. 

The  popular  sovereignty  of  this  world  must  decide  this  paramount  question,  and  to  do 
» let  it  be  presented  in  all  proper  light.  Peculiar  faith  tyranny  has  convulsed  the  world. 
There  can  be  no  national  or  church  peculiar  faith.  But  what  shall  we  do  for  some 
peculiar  system  ?  True  rational  religion  will  do  all  that  is  needed^-all  that  can  be  per- 
tnitted  by  the  Almighty. 

Who  wishes  to  see  societv  cut  up  into  clans,  cliques,  vassals,  as  it  will  necessarily  be 
l>y  peculiar  faith  that  degrades  and  embroils  it  1     Let  us  give  a  world-wide  protection 
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a^inst  peculiar  faith,  peculiar  power,  peculiar  dynasty,  peculiar  humbuggery,  to  ietxj 
which  a  man's  face  must  have  a  shield  not  only  thicker  than  a  rhinoceros'  hide,  but  eren 
than  Homer's  Achilles'  shield. 

What  is  the  revelation  of  John,  but  a  gross  priestocracy  compound  of  deepest  igno- 
rance assuming  mystery,  making  beasts  of  the  heavenly  host,  rather  a  beast  of  himself? 

If  he  had  said  that  he  saw  an  animal  there  that  should  have  had  long  ears,  then  he 
would  have  spoken  the  truth  for  once  as  an  ass.  He  is  true  to  his  vocation.  Ch.  t.  S, 
And  when  he  had  taken  the  book,  the  four  beasts  and  four  and  twenty  elders  fell  dowa 
before  the  lamb,  having  every  one  of  them  harps,  and  golden  vials  full  of  odors,  which 
are  the  prayers  of  saints  ! ! !     The  priestocracy  sticks  out  in  everything. 

The  saints  !     Who  are  they  ?     Can  mortals  declare  them  ? 

This  was  the  heaven  of  the  peculiar  god,  and  this  peculiar  man  saw  it  f  Ch.  y'l.  10. 
And  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  saying,  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost  thon 
not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  earth  ?  Well,  and  who  are  these 
they,  that  cried  ?  9.  The  souls  of  them  that  were  slain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for 
the  testimony  which  he  held !  What  vindictiveness  in  heaven — ^another  worse  state, 
than  when  the  devil  fell.  This  was  the  second  sin  there.  And  what  did  all  John  9 
siffhts  amount  to  at  last,  but  a  monomaniacal  rhapsqdy  ?  13.  And  the  stars  of  heaves 
feU  unto  the  earth  !  Inspiration  teaches  exact  representation  ;  now,  John,  a  school-boy 
can  correct  you,  though  you  saw  all  this  in  heaven.  14.  And  the  heaven  departed  as  a 
scroll  when  it  is  rolled  together.  Worse,  John,  your  visit,  revelations  and  inspirations, 
betray  you  as  the  greatest  ignoramus  of  all  monkish  pedants.  O  John,  you  lied 
too  bad !  John,  you  mistook  the  scroll  for  a  host  of  starry  orbs  in  boundless  ether. 
Your  vision  was  visionary. 

Ch.  xii.  7.  And  there  was  war  in  heaven :  Michael  and  his  angels  fought  against  the 
dragon.  9.  And  the  great  dragon  was  cast  out.  Worse  and  worse.  The  object  is  to 
fix  the  host  in  heaven,  of  those  claimed  to  be  saints  on  earth.  4.  And  his  tail  drew 
the  third  part  of  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  did  cast  them  to  the  earth  !  Now,  if  any 
one  will  affirm  that  the  scriptures  are  true,  we  will  give  him  up  as  a  hopeless  bigot. 

But  some  may  pretend  that  this  is  all  metaphor.  Then,  why  employ  the  world 
about  such  silly  metaphor  as  the  bible  ? 

All  peculiar  faiths  have  peculiar  country  or  people,  god  of  course,  privileges,  laws 
that  are  tyranny,  surely.  The  gods  were  part  of  the  strength  of  the  country ;  their 
name  was  to  strike  terror  into  the  opposition,  to  create  panic.  There  was  great  hatred 
among  the  ancient  nations,  Egyptians — Jews,  about  their  gods. 

The  Egyptians  had  implacable  wars,  about  their  gods  and  peculiar  faith. 

All  this  matter  wants  a  start,  to  put  down  peculiar  faith.  Its  advocates  use  no  argu- 
ment that  is  rational  to  support  it.  The  Jews  were  shepherds  and  had  to  leave  Eg>ptr 
the  hot-bed  of  priestocracy,  under  the  guidance  of  priests,  governing  them  by  a  code  of 
their  regime.  There  is  a  delusive  charm  in  all  peculiar  faiths,  among  the  ignorant. 
The  object  shonld  be  to  get  rid  of  all,  as  mind  advances,  and  then  the  universal  rational 
faith  religion  triumphs. 

What  enmity  of  sectarianism  is  there,  whether  Christian,  Mahometan,  Jew,  or 
Mormon. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  impositions.  Who  can  be  saved  by  pecnliar  faith  that  speaks : 
arc  not  all  lost  so  far  as  that  is  concerned  ?  Peculiar  faith  claims  to  be  heart-faith,  all 
that  we  can  know  is  mind-faith,  that  results  from  honest  conviction  of  mind.  All  pecu- 
liar faith  has  been  devised  by  priestocracies.  It  is  unnatural  to  man,  and  can  only  be 
propagated  by  devices  and  force.  Though  the  world  is  full  of  peculiar  faith  and  super- 
stition, there  is  but  one  religion  ;  there  can  be  no  other.  What  if  the  world  has  been 
wrong  in  its  faith.  It  should  drop  it,  if  proved  satisfactorily  to  be  spurious,  not  adhere 
to  it  like  a  bifot  if  wrong,  to  make  inconsistency  apparently  consistent. 

Be  not  selt-deceived.  All  peculiar  is  superstitious  faith,  and  so  far  as  it  has  its  self- 
right,  it  is  only  that  much  of  mind. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  peculiar  faith,  Christian,  or  any,  to  be  universal.  It  has  n«t 
the  essential  elements. 

All  have  been  too  ready  to  embrace  all  expedients  to  promote  their  elevation,  Trooi 
the  use  of  the  sword  to  the  dollar,  from  the  king  to  the  debauchee. 

It  sacrifices,  even  at  this  age,  glorious  republican  institutions  of  government  to  it<> 
hierarchy,  and  makes  sister  republics,  so  miscalled,  her  tool !  O,  what  a  falhng  oS^^ 
there,  our  world-citizens  1  It  makes  kings  and  autocrats  unite,  and  issue  ukases,  to  eft- 
slave  the  world,  by  its  superstition,  its  peculiar  influence,  and  its  degradation.  All 
peculiar  faiths  have  useless  rites  and  ceremonies.  The  affiliated  knowing  ones  do  not 
like  to  see  it  exposed.  Sin  is  error,  or  wrong,  all  sincere  knowing  ones  should  seek  to 
corroct.     All  peculiar  faiths  are  invented  for  some  sinister  object.     Peculiar  faith  ca- 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


PECULIAR  FAITH—PAGANISM.  M7 

genders  coarse,  vulgar  bigotry.  How  much  insanity  is  there  in  the  subject  of  peculiar 
faith  ?  Let  not  the  world  cultivate  any  sneaking  self-system,  that  will  lower  its  intrin- 
sic merits,  and  all  that  should  elevate  it.  Carry  out  this  matter  about  peculiar  faith  far 
«Dough,  aad  you  will  necessarily  be  convinced  of  its  error. 

Pecdiar  faith  makes  God  peculiar,  endows  opinions  with  superstitious  notions,  and 
imports  sQcJi  code  of  its  object.  What  sort  of  peculiar  faith  doctrine  does  not  imply 
•ophistry,  falsification,  and  imposition  ? 

What  an  absurdity,  the  offering  of  jealousy  and  envy,  in  the  different  orders  of  peeu- 
har  faith » 

It  is  difficult  to  decide,  in  some  matters,  which  proves  most  civilization  ?  We  have 
(0  look  at  the  matters  of  fact.  Which  is  more  civilized.  Christian  England  or  pagan 
China,  in  the  opium  matter  ? 

Sophistry  is  everything  in  life  with  some,  but  we  can  detect  it  always,  if  we  bring 
principles  to  bear. 

Pecnliar  faith  degrades  its  followers  below  principles.  Some  meet  by  fraud,  so- 
phistry, and  colinsion  of  the  world  in  peculiar  faith.  Do  these  satisfy  the  intelligent  and 
boneat  miod  of  freemen  ?  We  come  not  to  attack  your  good  but  your  credulity :  we 
defend  all  your  religion,  but  impeach  all  your  peculiar  faith. 

But  the  professor^s  feelings  Ore  peculiarly  claimed,  as  proving  the  faith,  especially  in 
Christianity.  All  peculiar  faiths  can  claim  feelings  ;  where  then  is  the  superiority  ? 
l^i<ioaal  beings  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  retain  the  only  maintainable  position  that  is 
ntionalf  to  live  and  die  by.  What  more  can  be  said,  or  done  ?  The  only  object  of 
pro^r  standard  is  God,  and  to  be  recognised,  not  by  feelings  but  by  mind^s  operations. 

Fanaticism  is  the  cut-throat  incendiary  of  tlie  world. 

God  fixed  man,  who  fixed  himself  in  a  false  peculiar  position,  from  which  he  has  to 
recoTer  himself. 

The  whole  world^s  history  amply  proves  that  superstition  and  peculiar  faith  will  never 
answer  for  the  world's  welfare.  Some  people  think  how  well,  how  beautifully  they  can 
perform  ;  they  had  better  consider  how  well  they  can  omit  the  malign  misdeeds  of  the 
bible.  Who  continues  this  abominable  system  ?  The  profession  of  the  priestocracyj 
who  have  taken  such  pains  for  centuries  to  mislead  the  world. 

What  is  peculiar  faith  worth  ?  It  is  faith  misdirected.  Self-delusion  may  cause  you 
to  seek  peculiar  faith,  whilst  at  the  same  time  none  has  principles. 

Professors  of  peculiar  faith  assume  all  the  morality,  despite  of  the  supreme  rights  of 
mind !  What  base  sophistry !  Puseyism,  Romanism,  Greekism,  Protestantism,  Poly- 
theism, and  Atheism,  are  all  combating  religion.  The  greatest  engine  and  machinery 
<if  corruption  to  the  whole  world  is  peculiar  faith,  its  cause.  What  malignant  feelings, 
"acts  of  faith,"  torture  by  fire,  and  mutual  persecutions,  of  Christian,  Jew,  Mahometan, 
have  prevailed,  when  power  permitted. 

Who  could  trust  himself  to  the  tender  mercies  of  peculiar  faith  1  The  sooner  we  get 
rid  of  peculiar  faith  the  better.     What  good  faith  has  peculiar  faith  1 

We  overlook  the  character  and  functions  of  human  nature,  created  by  God  for  noble 
and  elevated  purposes. 

Heresies  will  arise  in  peculiar  faith  the  world  over,  which  can  never  see  nght  in  this 
matter. 

The  world  must  observe  the  enmity  of  peculiar  sects,  all  the  time  of  their  existence, 
for  thousands  of  years. 

What  is  their  redeeming  quality  ?  None.  All  tliat  is  valuable  is  mind,  whose  rights 
they  have  crushed. 

^>  e  gee  it  between  Christianity,  Judaism,  Mahometanism,  Mormonism,  Bhuddism, 
Brahminism,  or  any  other  form  of  paganism, — all.  The  power  of  each  church  hierarchy, 
once  greater  than  the  civil  government,  has  aided  in  all  this.  Whole  massacres  of  Jews 
or  other  sects  have  been  witnessed  more  than  once  by  light. 

No  one  can  reason,  enslaved  to  love  peculiar  faith  or  fanaticism,  on  the  especial  sub- 
ject that  overrules  them. 

Peculiar  faith  doctrinists  seize  upon  the  human  mind  as  their  peculiar  property,  and 
tmnnize  over  it  as  a  heretical  vassaL  Without  principlee  man  is  an  animal :  and  with 
peculiar  faith  man  deserts  principles  of  science.  The  highest  proof  of  want  of  science 
w  the  position  of  pecnliar  faith- 

f  hese  peculiar  faiths  and  aecis  alienate  the  various  portions  of  the  world  from  each 
other. 

How  many  try,  pretend  to  get  peculiar  faith,  and  fall  back.  No  rational  being  can 
''^^i^ogRLde  from  rational  religion,  while  mind  thus  enlightened  is  so  constituted  that  it 
««anot  recenre  peculiar  faith.  Now  rational  religion  is  for  all,  consequently  this  is  the 
only  faitli  of  religion-     Society  is  so  constituted  by  peculiar  faith  that  individuals  take 
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base  advantages  of  it.  The  base  act  badly  wben  permitted  with  impunity ;  but  wbra 
society  is  deprived  of  its  best  constituent  principles  its  safety  is  in  abeyance  to  improper 
influences.  Then  feelings  are  shocked,  and  principles  are  outraged,  without  proper 
redress.  As  man  can  only  live  to  sin  the  least,  so  his  position  to  be  most  soccessful 
must  be  relative  to  such. 

Of  all  the  humbugs  of  the  world,  that  about  peculiar  faith  is  the  greatest  and  most 
culpable.  What  prejudices  are  addressed,  what  vices  are  aroused,  what  ignominy  is 
accomplished.  The  pride  of  opinion  may  cause  antagonism  of  error  with  truth,  but  no 
humbuggery  is  available  permanently  on  a  false  capital.  Hypocrites  cannot  appreciate 
true  devotion.  Their  too  much  devotion  in  idol-worsh\p  blinds  and  causes  the  world  to 
trade  on  the  capital  of  the  position  that  is  made  false. 

This  is  the  age  of  bigotry  with  all  of  peculiar  faith,  not  of  refined  noblest  feelings. 
This  is  one  of  the  things  not  worthy  of  acquisition,  as  we  have  necessarily  on  the  best 
principles  of  existence  to  look  on  all  the  heads  as  deceivers.  Well  can  it  be  remarked 
that  adults  are  grown  up  children,  The  whole  tendency  of  mind  under  pecnliar  faith 
is  to  sophistry.     The  lifetime  on  this  basiti  presents  a  continued  evasion  of  right. 

This  tribunal  has  proved  itself  totally  incompetent  to  settle  the  great  question  of 
religion. 

Peculiar  faith  is  the  faith  of  superstition,  the  parent  of  a  prolific  world  brood,  whereas 
the  faith  of  rational  religion  is  that  of  reason,  truth,  and  facts. 

How  comes  it  that  so  many  world-people  believe  the  statements  of  peculiar  £iith 
about  the  future,  but  yet  refuse  absolutely  to  become  of  that  faith  1 

There  is  something  singularly  wrong  in  all  this. 

Peculiar  faith  sophisticates  the  world,  and  causes  most  to  see  mostly  one  side  of 
doubtful  questions  ;  and  what  is  worst,  to  uphold  all  such  by  bigotry  after  their  explosion 
when  interest  is  involved. 

Peculiar  faith  is  one  of  the  great  questions  of  agitation  to  the  world.  The  best  sociaJ 
relations  are  interrupted  by  peculiar  faith  and  sects. 

What  a  fine  thing  it  is  that  the  peculiar  faith  people  do  not  go  as  far  as  pretended  in 
most  instances,  else  the  world  evil  would  have  been  greater.  Its  hypocrisy,  as  bad  t> 
it  is,  may  be  a  fortunate  ingredient. 

What  does  peculiar  faith  constitute  but  a  series  of  clanships,  as  destitute  of  real  merit, 
to  vanquish  by  base  intrigues  1  While  each  peculiar  sect  has  honorable  people  by  the 
blessings  of  God-given  minds,  the  elements  of  all  are  most  dishonorable  and  unworthy. 
Our  rights  are  not  to  be  compromised  at  all  by  any  such  organized  felony  of  after  for 
forethought. 

The  state  of  the  Mormons  is  one  of  the  emanations,  and  censequest  on  bad  faith 
doctrines.  The  world  is  inundated  by  base  doctrines.  Can  there  be  any  systems  of 
peculiar  faith  without  the  vitiation  of  superstition  mixed  up  with  it  ?  All  would  be  well 
if  they  were  passive,  but  crusades  are  made  of  conscience  misinstructed. 

The  responsibility  of  peculiar  faith  is  inappreciable  for  its  evil.  It  has  not  been  in 
the  power  of  fanatics,  &c.,  to  get  the  world  ruined  by  their  peculiar  faith  doctrines. 
Time  secures  a  better  and  better  conservatism,  and  the  God  of  nature  reveals  his 
supreme  character. 

Peculiar  faith  affects  all  parts  of  the  world,  while  affecting  much  good  that  the  tui- 
tion of  mind,  however  under  disguised  pretences  of  the  first,  is  the  legitimate  claimant. 
This  should  not  rob  mind  of  its  character,  nor  God  of  his  rights.  Where  peculiar  faith 
predominates,  there  is  so  little  independence  of  the  balance  that  sophistry  obscures,  or 
mind  is  vassal  to  obedience  and  acquiescence.  Patriots,  philanthropists,  n'eemen,  to  the 
rescue  of  mind,  your  noblest  jewel.  What  an  evil  to  see  with  other  people's  eyes, 
thoughts,  analysis  of  mind,  forced  by  the  current  to  adopt  a  creed  of  peculiar  faith,  or 
be  proscribed  all  the  benefits  of  social  and  civil  rights  !  True  patriotism,  intellectual 
and  noble,  revolts  at  the  idea.  If  now  we  feel  the  force  and  tyranny  in  this  country, 
separated  as  church  and  state  are  of  clerical  influence,  what  must  it  have  been  for  ages 
and  centuries  when  invested  with  sway  of  undefined  powers.  The  clergy  were  the 
teachers,  moulding  mind,  iiifluencing  will,  assuming  to  be  the  guardians  of  education, 
necessarily  made  most  peculipir.  A/Vliat  could  escape  the  potency  of  such  sacrilegious 
usurpation  ? 

The  peculiar  faith  doctrinists  project  their  creed  as  universally  applicable,  and  pe- 
remptorily admissible.  They  have  usurped  by  dictation,  proscribe,  dictated  by  inqui- 
sition. There  are  many  good  people,  though  they  have  adopted  peculiar  faith.  Howr 
much  better  could  they  be  if  they  were  to  adopt  the  only  true  faith.  It  makes  no  M» 
whether  christians  or  pagans,  they  are  on  equal  footing.  It  is  only  the  state  of  mind's 
elevation  in  their  country,  that  is  indebted  to  science,  that  makes  the  real  diflTercnce. 
One  idol-worship  is  as  heinous  as  another. 
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In  what  a  category  peculiar  faith  leaves  her  votaries.  Would  not  one  hundred  and 
forty  millions  of  Mahometans  swear  that  Mahomet  is  the  true  prophet?  Two  hundred 
miiiions  of  Christians  would  swear  that  Christ  is  the  only  true  messiah.  From  five  to 
&€veu  millions  of  Jews  would  swear  tliat  there  is  no  messiah.  Five  hundred  millions 
of  pagans  would  swear  for  other  messialis  !  Now  all  contradict  each  other.  Who  is 
ridht  ?  None.  AU  this  brings  about  a  bad  state  of  morals.  Is  it  any  less  than  a  world 
{H  rjury  ?  When  heads  of  families  show  no  particular  care  how  members  of  families 
p'Oiiress  in  life,  whether  they  have  good  morals  or  not,  so  they  have  peculiar  faith  that 
3  ^  idvaoced,  it  is  very  bad.  The  world  has  been  imposed  upon  by  peculiar  faith-mon- 
}/'T8,  who  set  the  world  to  quarreling  and  fighting  therefor.  Get  religion,  says  the  sec- 
nrian.  All  minds  have  the  elements  of  religion,  the  more  refined  in  civilization  the 
nj'«re  possessed  of  it.  When  they  improve  it,  it  is  rational,  and  nothing  else,  not  pecu- 
liir.  What  enormities  from  false  pretences  about  religion,  about  the  forms  of  super- 
ijUtion,  that  begets  a  world  of  lies  and  falsehoods.  Peculiar  faith  is  the  concern  of  the 
priestocracy.  Instead  of  aiding  peculiar  faith,  men  should  thwart  every  efibrt  but  that 
of  perfecting  a  bible  of  mind,  the  only  one  i)etween  God  and  mind.  Peculiar  faith 
people  ruin  a  good  cause,  given  them  by  the  Creator,  for  the  cause  of  the  priestocracy, 
who  are  most  conceited,  and  ignorant  of  the  analysis  of  mind. 

Every  peculiar  faith  man  is  obliged  to  start  on  false  pretences,  which  he,  as  not  in  the 
secret,  may  not  have  known.  The  world  is  full  of  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  but  there 
IS  only  one  rational  faith,  religion,  that  Deity  wrote  on  the  human  mind. 

Let  a  world  unite  on  it,  and  the  result  is  the  same.  How  dangerous  and  demoraliz- 
ing is  peculiar  faith,  by  peculiar  education  trammeling  reason,  as  any  error  may  be 
propagated,  the  individual  becoming  a  pirate,  murderer,  as  faith,  without  inquiry, 
curses. 

No  science  should  bend  to  peculiar  faith. 

Peculiar  faith  bewilders  the  mind,  while  rational  faith  enlarges  it ;  the  first  is  antago- 
nistic to  the  last,  which  is  conservative  of  the  world,  the  universe,  the  immortal  soul, 

Man  is  forced  to  suppress  his  honest  sentiments  and  conviction  about  peculiar  faith, 
that  is  DO  faith  at  all,  if  it  be  not  believed  in.  If  a  man  previously  satisfied,  when  in  his 
itnal  sickness  is  made  to  be  excited  with  his  family  and  friends,  about  his  faith,  unless 
lie  has  a  very  balanced  mind,  has  thought  of  all  these  things,  and  is  well  prepared  for 
them,  he,  and  all  such,  may  spend  the  balance  of  his  days  miserably.  The  peculiar 
faith'people  have  had  it  too  much  on  their  side,  and  use  all  pious  frauds  to  perpetuate 
tli^^ir  doctrine.  How  comes  it  that  the  world  do  not  fully  believe  that  the  peculiar 
faith-people  all  lie,  when  they  speak  of  their  doctrines  1     They  can  do  nothing  else. 

Xow,  people  do  die  most  abundantly  without  a  qualm  of  conscience  in  monotheism, 
trusting  alone  to  the  powers  of  their  God,  from  whom,  as  they  detract  in  attributes, 
they  render  themselves  proportionately  atheists  or  polytheists,  who  are  about  equal. 
People  in  all  a^es,  have  decided  to  be  humbugged,  time  after  time,  and  tyrants  have 
destroyed  myriads,  seeking  to  prevent  them. 

Let  us  have  no  peculiar  faith  at  the  expense  of  freedom,  conscience,  reason,  science. 
Peculiar  faith  is  the  fruit  of  bibles  of  tradition,  that  are  ever  false  friends  to  mind,  and 
destructive,  not  conservative,  antagonistic  elements  of  social  and  religious  life.  It  is  a 
mighty  work,  to  eradicate  all  such  errors,  with  all  her  machinery,  wiles  and  corruption. 
Peculiar  faith  must  be  defined  mouthy  ;  knows  but  little,  and  betrays  itself,  miserable 
io  acquisitions,  and  worse  in  enjoyment. 

Opposition  in  argument  to  peculiar  faith,  influences  the  bigots,  and  arouses  its  basest 
tyranny.  The  majority  of  the  world  will  outlive  any  one  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  of 
what  pretensions.  Ajb  all  Pagans  have  various  peculiar  faiths,  none  have  had  a 
majority. 

Peculiar  faith  is  the  essence  of  bigotry,  and  the  food  of  fanaticism.  The  world 
needs  no  peculiar  faith  or  tradition  bibles,  to  sanction  or  sanctify  usurpation  and 
tyranny. 

The  eunniug,  short-sighted,  peculiar  faith-people,  think  that  they  can  escape  detection, 
when  they  vainly  sacrifice  mind,  time,  to  unavailable  doctrines.  They  are  the  worst 
iufferers. 

Their  platform  discloses  at  once  the  doctrines  of  that  faith. 

Under  its  auspices,  have  originated  some  of  the  monstrous  iniquities  of  the  world  ; 
Mwng  them  was  the  French  revolution,  which  was  a  full  comprehension  of  proscription 
of  social  relations  and  viKues.  And  what  has  peculiar  faith  done  for  the  soul  ?  She 
ba»  scattered  the  vile  weeds  of  sectarianism  oveir  the  world,  causing  universal  an- 
ta^nism. 

For  thousands  of  years,  her  sword  has  been  drawn,  and  she  waged  war  for  two  cen- 
turies, for  one  object,  the  war  of  conquest,  ambition,  power. 
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There  were  Christians  and  Mahometans,  not  religious,  sorely  not  contending,  eoeb 
afTectin^^  to  draw  from  the  one  fountain  of  Judaism,  itself  sectarianism.  What  better 
could  be  expected  from  the  children  1  Sectarians  would  rather  principles  should  perish 
and  rehgion  cease,  than  that  their  peculir  faith-bigotry  should  not  preTail !  It  is  danger- 
ous for  any  such  faith  to  prevail,  as  thereby  bad  men  come  to  wield  a  dangerous  po^er, 
who  are  able  thus  to  set  bad  examples  for  monarchy.  The  peculiar  faiths  of  all  man- 
kind are  directly  in  conflict  and  antagonistic  to  the  best  position  c^  mind. 

Who  is  safe  on  the  side  of  the  destructiTe,  that  negative  what  is  good,  permanent, 
and  rational  1 

Of  all  outrages,  sectarianism  of  all  kinds  can  excel  the  world.  When  a  person  sefks 
to  convert  us  to  his  faith,  that  has  no  rational  testimony,  we  have  no  faith  in  him  only 
as  a  rank  impostor.  If  you  bring  peculiar  faith  forward,  as  the  test  of  one  sii.^le 
thing,  you  make  bigots  for  all  things.  Peculiar  faith  is  a  murdress,  foul  and  degraded. 
Keep  the  elements  of  mind  right,  else  everything-  is  made  to  bend  and  conform  to  tJiC 
iron  despotic  rule  of  peculiar  faith  of  bibles  of  tradition. 

Well  may  the  world  look  out  for  all  the  despotisms  of  Judaism,  Popery,  Mahometan- 
ism,  their  awful  conflicts  not  yet  terminated  after  many  centuries  of  antagonism,  if  any 
had  the  ascendancy.  Have  we  forgotten  the  conflicts  of  the  Mormons  1  See  the  ca^ 
of  Bhuddism  and  Brahminism.  The  history  of  such  faith  is  analogous,  and  presents 
danger  to  the  world,  wherever  peculiar  faith  exists. 

What  does  peculiar  faith  do  for  the  sovereign  people  1  It  is  like  imitating  the  crirs 
of  the  young,  inveigling  through  superstition  that  imitates  rational  religion.  But  lor 
the  benign  spirit  of  toleration,  which  is  one  of  the  brightest  reflections  of  mind,  the 
horrors  of  the  dark  ages  of  peculiar  faith  would  still  triumph.  Who  doubts  it,  let  him 
refer  to  the  last  views  of  ItaJy  and  Spain.  In  all  the  fury  of  fanaticism,  the  thumpb 
of  mind  holds  its  sway  through  toleration,  whose  beauties  and  strength  are  hardly  appre- 
ciated. 

The  fanaticism  of  ^culiar  faith  diffuses  a  malign  spirit  over  all  the  social  relations 
of  life,  and  the  world.  It  is  the  exercise  of  bad  faith  to  man,  and  blasphemy  to  God, 
repudiation  to  man,  dishonesty  to  God. 

By  accustoming  themselves  to  the  sophistry  of  peculiar  faith,  the  mind  of  the  {.uUic 
is  vitiated  for  abundant  sophistry.  On  this  basis  the  world  decides,  and  merely  from 
conceiU  which  is  disgusting  and  contemptible. 

At  the  most,  faith,  however  peculiar,  must  be  the  subject  of  reason,  and  yields  most 
certainly  to  universal  faith.  To  whom  are  we  indebted  for  the  inquisition  ?  To  ibc 
doctrines  of  peculiar  faith.  Can  you  institute  any  law  but  that  of  reason  ?  Is  not  tlie 
inquisition  the  law  of  peculiar  faith,  tliat  of  peculiar  tyranny,  sheer  nonsense,  if  it  had 
not  been  sheerest  oppression  1  You  cannot  bring  Che  masses,  the  clans,  the  cliques  tt> 
rule,  unless  you  rule  them  on  principles.  Christ's  spirit  is  claimed  in  all  the  hundrevis 
of  christian  sects,  yet  they  war  on  each  other !  Our  indignation  might  be  aroused  at 
tlie  apparent  inconsistency,  if  his  nature  had  been  truly  depicted  by  his  fabulists. 

What  humbuggery  and  vassalage  have  the  people  suffered  by  their  masters,  foihtcd 
on  them  by  the  same  acts. 

Who  can  attend  all  his  life  to  the  precepts  of  peculiar  faith,  with  benefit  1  He  bears 
but  little  else,  as  all  else  has  been  proscribed  and  anathematized  by  it.  There  are  mil- 
lions of  martyrs  to  peculiar  faith,  bibles  of  tradition,  fanatics*  priests,  preachers  aod 
ministers,  bigots,  popes  and  their  minions.  You  caimot  arrest  the  right  action  by  pecu- 
liar faith.     It  is  God's,  and  is  rational  religion. 

The  wise  must  go  for  reason  and  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  draws  drafts  on  mind  in  the  treasury  of  God,  without  due  acknowledir- 
meut.  We  must  refer  to  such  bare-faced  pretences.  The  world  secretly  laughs  at 
peculiar  faith,  as  an  imposition.  Can  rational  beings  sincerely  beUeve  in  it  ?  Do  th(  v 
not  make  a  profession,  policy  of  it  available  their  way  ?  The  sooner  blotted  out  oi 
the  world  are  all  peculiar  faiths,  the  better  for  soul  and  body,  religion  and  God. 

Those  who  adopt  crazy  doctrines  arc  as  bad  as  those  who  originated  them. 

Peculiar  faith  begets  peculiar  notion  and  opinion,  that  vary  with  or  nurture  peculiar 
interests  !  W^hat  sort  of  a  vitiated  society  does  it  beget  ?  What  are  people  to  do  ! 
They  do  not,  cannot  believe  in  all  such  matter  that  enslaves  mind.  They  prosfril* 
principles  in  defence  of  the  worst  tyranny  ever  invoked  ostensibly  for  God,  as  il»e 
authority,  but  pretcndedly,  as  is  in  tlie  bible,  when  the  very  reverse  is  the  reality. 

Jt  is  singular,  that  the  real  intelligence  of  mankind  should  be  superseded  by  their  sa- 
perh^itious  fears.  The  opinions  of  affiliation  corrupt  the  perverted  and  ignorant.  It  it 
the  t^pst  arrant  credulity  to  believe  peculiar  gifts  of  the  past,  that  should  exist  now,  if 
ever.  VThose  of  the.  moderns,  that  advocate  such  idle  and  absurd  pretences,  are  \vcTr>>' 
than  th\ ancients.    The  malign  itilluence  for  peculiar  faith  is  in  government,  that  aii&tr>» 
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in  QMirpatioas  needs  all  the  arts  and  devices  of  humbuggery  to  uphold  it.  AH  the 
odious  eoormities  of  such  vile  imposition  are  overlooked,  by  the  bribes  of  hush-money. 
This  very  thing,  peculiar  faith,  is  nauseous  and  noisome  in  the  eyes  of  proper  sense  and 
honrsty.  Who  that  sees  the  right  analysis  of  the  subject,  but  must  believe  that  all  pe- 
culiar t'aith  is  most  abominable  and  degraded. 

We  attack  no  pure  being,  who  is  never  identified  with  the  odious  crime  of  peculiar 
faith.  Because  you  have  joined  its  bonds  that  is  no  fault  of  mine.  It  is  your  misfor- 
tuDe,  and  you  should,  if  wrong,  retreat  from  its  insidious  folds. 

And  you,  intelligent  freeman,  knowing  better,  as  you  see  better,  by  the  vision  of  true 
science,  adopt  all  Uiese  degradations !  When  the  wolf  is  to  be  expelled,  we  must  not 
tike  him  for  the  sheep.  We  cannot  be  caught  by  names — a  meagre  substitute  ibr 
Deity.  What  a  stumbling-block  is  peculiar  faith,  that  proves  only  removes  oi  mind,  in 
superstitious  rites  and  ceremonies. 

Peculiar  faiths  canYkot  meet  the  contingencies  of  the  world.  While  monarchies  are 
local  tyrannies,  peculiar  faith  tyrannizes  over  the  world.  The  howl  of  despotism  is  for 
faith,  but  a  &ith  treacherous  to  the  rights  of  mind  and  truth,  a  bad  faith  to  the  world  and 
mankind. 

What  iniquity  has  been  committed  by  peculiar  faith.  If  mind  had  full  justice  done  it, 
all  peculiar  faith  would  in  one  moment  terminate !  And  that  not  a  miracle.  You  can- 
not usurp  the  world,  by  monopoly  of  peculiar  faith.  No  person,  able  or  in  power, 
should  assume  vulgar  privileges. 

How  much  the  peculiar  faith  world  differs  in  the  expediency  of  correction,  as  it  dif- 
fers in  the  points  of  correction.  What  a  pity  it  is  that  the  world  has  not  a  full  code  of 
knowledge  of  all  important  points,  to  properly  and  timely  guard  against. 

The  worldly  cannot  see  religion  for  peculiar  faith,  not  only  doing  wrong,  but  seeking 
to  put  others  wrong.  Peculiar  faith  brutalizes  and  debases  mind.  Can  there  be  any- 
thing meaner  or  worse  than  peculiar  faith,  that  daily  utters  some  hundreds  of  millions 
of  lysehooda  ?  People  are  misled  in  the  mass,  and  yet  they  are  willing  to  submit  to  the 
hombugs  of  the  priestocracy.  That  miserable  state  of  bad  feeling,  enmity  or  animosity 
nf  the  world,  about  peculiar  faith,  is  to  be  deprecated.  See  what  peculiar  faith  has 
done  already,  in  Judaism,  and  her  prolific  brood  Christianity,  Mahometanism,  and  Mor- 
monism,  and  these  only  a  beginning. 

When  these  die  out,  as  they  will,  because  not  built  on  science,  then  religion  will 
prove  her  brightest  light.  It  is  the  fault  of  peculiar  faith  that  we  condemn,  as  it  has 
no  principles,  without  which  no  universal  ^stem  of  good  can  be  accomplished.  That 
catch-word,  faith,  deludes  the  world.  Faith  is  rational  conviction.  Our  object  in  life 
ibooJd  be  the  pursuit  of  truth,  but  when  peculiar  faith  is  adopted,  it  is  on  a  false  po- 
sition, and  there  is  no  standard  to  prevent  a  falling  to  a  lower  depth. 

The  abstract  maxims  of  peculiar  faith  will  not  do.  Do  not  be  wheedled,  swindled 
out  of  your  creation-birthright,  religion,  by  the  false  pretences  and  position  of  peculiar 
iaith.  To  maintain  any  peculiar  view,  rationalists  have  to  leave  their  noble  position, 
ind  give  op  the  substance  for  the  shadow. 

The  world  has  been  overwhelmed  by  false  faith  and  misrule.  Commerce  and  reli- 
zion  unite  the  whole  world.  Why  separate  it  by  any  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith  ? 
The  intelligent  patriots  of  this  Union  sympathize  with  the  unfortunate  patriots  of  Eu- 
n>p€  on  the  eternal  principles  of  universal  brotherhood ;  and  is  this  inefficient,  hurtful 
flung,  peculiar  faith,  that  separates  the  world  with  hundred  fold  animosity  and  causes 
it»  bitterest  ruin,  to  stalk  to  the  end  of  time  over  mind  1  Let  us,  in  the  peace  of  man 
and  love  of  God,  be  done  with  this  heathenish  barbarism  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
world,  that  lies  crippled  or  crushed  beneath  it  bitterest  poisons.  The  whole  world 
needs  correction. 

It  is  not  only  China,  but  other  extensive  countries  of  Asia,  subject  to  despotisms, 
^d  what  is  as  bad,  the  first  tottering  under  the  piratical  smuggling  of  opium,  and  that 
^y  the  oiost  enlightened  of  European  nations  who  boast  of  Christianity !  that  should 
^  the  theatre  of  conservative  revolutions,  not  of  missionary  petitions  oi  peculiar  faith, 
but  of  the  real  means  of  civilization  among  the  Asiatic  nations,  especially  the  Arabs 
of  the  wretched  country  Palestine,  and  all  the  country  to  Babylon  and  Ninevah,  pecu- 
liar faith  is  an  article  too  abundant.     All  Asia  needs  rational  religion. 

Let  us  not  wonder  at  the  jealous  policy  of  Japan,  that  fears  the  awful  vicissitudes  of 
peculiar  faith  in  Western  Asia,  that  has  had  such  awful  lessons  taught  them.  And 
^U  all  this  be  lost  on  the  wise  of  this  generation  of  this  nation,  that  is  so  blessed 
with  a  krge  share  of  the  world's  commerce  and  its  happiness  ?  Well  may  mind  ob- 
Krre  the  question,  Does  it  wish  to  appreciate  the  effects  of  what  peculiar  faith  has 
Wfii  and  is  now  1  Tict  its  attention  be  turned  to  Asia,  Eastern  Europe  and  Northern 
Africa,  and  after  you  have  trodden  the  classic  ground  of  its  best  contributions  to  tho 
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world,  now  desolate  in  much  of  its  area,  then  you  will  still  be  better  satisfied  that  mnch 
of  Africa,  however  ignorant,  has  been  spared  some  of  the  world's  ferocious  improTC- 
ments.  Africa  has  exported  her  barbarians  for  a  better  future,  while  conquerors,  as 
Tamerlane,  have  reduced  the  country  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  and  erected  on  the 
ruins  of  Bagdad  a  pyramid  of  ninety  thousand  heads !  The  1  artars  and  Saracens,  as 
the  Romans,  have  despoiled  indeed.  SecUirianism  is  vicious,  criminal.  The  world 
ought  to  be  rid  of  insidious  impostures  of  peculiar  faith.  We  now  cannot  trust  any 
peculiar  faith  people  with  the  faithful  records  of  history.    How  much  has  been  altered ! 

The  source  is  poisoned  to  garble  cursed  bibles  of  priestocracics  on  the  world  !  The 
vile  persecutions  of  the  world  are  not  done  with.  They  are  arrested  more  by  the 
power  of  toleration  than  by  any  merits  of  peculiar  faith.  It  is  enough  to  make  misan- 
thropes to  see  the  effects  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  world  will  never  be  rightly  governed  till  universal  brotherhood  is  establisbed. 

The  world-poison  is  in  the  thing  sectarianism. 

The  people  are  individually  to  be  bettered.  How  can  they  be  fairly  and  justly  dealt 
with  by  any  such,  as  the  human  mind  has  been  crushed  by  the  world^s  despotism  ior 
thousands  of  years  ?  In  getting  rid  of  all  peculiar  faith  and  its  education,  we  shall  be 
exempt  from  all  that  fund  of  the  world^s  evil.  The  functions  of  peculiar  faith  that 
assumes  all,  cause  the  question,  who  and  what  is  the  heathen  world  ?  All  that  does 
not  belong  to  other  particular  peculiar  dynasties.  All  peculiar  faith,  as  Christianity, 
Mahomcdanism,  &c.,  is  pagan  idolatry,  nothing  more  or  less.  All  peculiar  faith,  where 
practical,  has  usurped  temporal  powers,  and  we  see  the  evils  of  all  when  each  is 
specified,  as  that  of  Judaism,  in  the  bad  fruit  of  a  bad  tree,  the  base  of  sectarianisms. 
The  world  has  made  itself  a  perfect  blockhead  about  peculiar  faith,  that  has  been  its 
worst  point,  whereby  it  has  been  overwhelmed,  oppressed  and  ruined.  Every  little 
village  is  now  divided  by  sectarianism  in  Christianity,  between  that  and  Judaism,  &c. 
Apocrypha  is  an  elegant  illustration  of  peculiar  faith,  a  test  of  faith  between  the  Ro- 
manists and  protestants.  With  rationalists,  all  is  sure  enough  as  apochrypha.  If  any 
peculiar  faith  be  the  true  one,  how  came  it  to  let  the  others  get  the  start  of  iti  If  true, 
how  came  it  not  possess  the  whole  world?  None  but  fanaticism  of  peculiar  faith 
could  consider  it  essential  that  Christ  should  die  by  the  million  at  Jerusalem,  and  leave 
tlie  world  nrtjst  oppressed  by  other  faiths,  pretendedly  for  prophecies. 

What  world  morals !  Let  the  world  throw  away  all  the  curses  of  peculiar  faith,  and 
its  infamous  sophistry. 

As  the  chicanery  of  faith  as  all  peculiar  faith  is  false,  how  then  can  we  promote  reli- 
gion by  any  other  than  rational  means,  as  all  bibles  of  tradition  that  represent  peculiar 
faith  are  necessarily  false? 

Do  not  most  set  out  determined  to  believe  the  faith  of  the  country,  however  prepos- 
terous or  absurd  ? 

What  was  and  is  the  character  of  the  Egyptians  and  Hindoos  for  truth  ?  WTiat  has 
been  that  of  the  Jews?     Has  it  been  most  high-minded  and  honorable. 

All  countries  had  their  tutelar  deities,  and  necessarily  their  peculiar  faith.  Which 
was  right?  None.  Which  was  wrong?  AU.  Which  was  apocryphal  ?  All.  They 
were  all  not  only  worthless,  but  deeply  injurious.  Truth  cannot  be  told  where  peculiar 
faith  abides.  Peculiar  faith  is  the  most  childish  trifling  in  place  of  religion.  AH 
the  dispensations  of  peculiar  faith,  as  Christianity,  Mahommedanism,  Mormonistn, 
come  from  man  most  positively.  If  one  peculiar  faith  be  admitted,  all  must  be,  antl 
thus  the  most  irrational  category  is  created,  misleading  mind,  duping  the  world,  and 
falsifying  God's  word.  Man  mars  what  ought  to  be  left  entirely  to  3ie  Creator  alto- 
gether. 

What  a  scene  for  othodox  peculiar  faith  people  to  contemplate,  when  their  opponents, 
the  Mahommedans,  drove  the  Christians  not  only  from  their  holy  sepulchre,  but  from 
their  eastern  capital,  which  they  have  retained  for  several  centuries. 

The  Romany  built  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Capitolinus  where  the  temple  of  the  Jew  god, 
in  Jerusalem,  had  stood. 

The  peculiar  faiths  had  to  contemplate  a  war,  that  ensued,  wherein  more  than  fifty 
Jewish  cities  were  demolished  ;  nearly  a  thousand  of  their  best  towns  were  destroyed; 
more  than  half  a  million  of  soldiers  were  slain  by  the  sword  ;  and  in  the  end  of  the  war 
the  Jews  were  banished  Judea,  by  Adrian,  upon  pain  of  death  if  they  returned.  What 
had  not  peculiar  faith  of  the  Jews  to  do  with  Uie  destruction  of  Jerusalem  ?  A^T»J 
could  have  been  more  wretched  than  their  situation  after  Jerusalem  was  taken  by  Tif«s. 

Air  peculiar  faith  is  contingent  and  subject  to  corruption,  as  Judaism  by  Antiorhus 
Epiphanes,  and  the  Romans  after  him  ;  but  rational  religion  is  above  all  when  mind, 
reason,  and  rational  education  guide  mankind.  The  whole  wise  world  is  interested  in 
maintaining  good  faith  and  destroying  the  bad,  which  is  peculiar. 
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The  majority  of  the  world  does  not  think  for  itself,  but  is  blindly  misled  by  dema- 
gncrues  in  the  pulpit,  politics,  martial  piracy,  &e. 

Many  were  the  tricks  and  expedients  for  peculiar  faith. 

What  a  potency  peculiar  faith  exerts  over  the  world  yet ;  what  must  have  been  its 
mighty  influence  once  ?  What  greater  corruption  can  be  exhibited  of  mass  of  muscle 
in  abeyance  to  it.  All  undue  advantages  have  been  taken  by  it,  in  all  forms  and  con- 
ditions of  life.  Tenants  at  will  are  hardly  free,  and  despotism  of  government  has  made 
mind  a  tenant  at  will ! 

By  reason  that  mind  is  prone  to  perversion  by  peculiar  education,  let  us  have  no  sys- 
tem that  will  promote  that  end;  let  us  have  the  only  proper  means  of  rational  education, 
t^iat  is  from  rational  principles. 

What  are  peculiar  faith  and  its  bibles  but  what  past  ages  consumed  thousands  of  years 
in  mystifying,  and  in  which  thousands  to  come  may  be  fruitlessly  consumed  in  unravel- 
ing. After  the  use  of  all  the  talents,  bibles  of  tradition,  and  time,  the  world  is  not  as 
well  off  at  the  end  thereof  And  what  have  been  the  aim  and  scope  of  peculiar  faith  in 
general?  To  originate  the  power  of  superstition,  to  rule  the  devotees  in  this  and  other 
worlds.  What  eood  people  do  this  ?  W  ho  are  good  in  this  world  ?  The  peculiar  faith 
people  ?    How  do  they  prove  that  1 

The  earth  was  for  man,  but  the  way  the  peculiar  faith  people  act,  they  make  miser- 
able and  degraded  distinctions.  The  select  few  appropriate  what  docs  not  belong  to 
them  more  than  others.  All  distinctions  on  earth  should  be  on  merit,  among  the  same 
tribes  at  least.  Peculiar  faith  seems  to  advance  cities  as  well  as  men,  in  regard  to  ho- 
liness. A  local  charm  was  attributed  to  such  city.  One  of  the  great  reasons  that  ac- 
tuated the  Christians,  as  suggested  by  an  intelligent  citizen  of  Gainesville,  Francis.  Wal- 
thall, was  seeking  a  holy  city  for  worship  as  the  Mahommedans  and  other  nations  had. 
Fanaticism  and  lust  of  dominion  or  conquest  I  think,  were  the  great  reasons  too.  A  man 
may  be  all  his  lifetime  at  peculiar  faith,  and  he  will  be  worse  off  therefor  than  when  he 
commenced. 

Reason  alone  can  tell  us  the  difference  between  true  and  false  faith.  The  very  basis 
of  argument  faith  helps  each  peculiar  faith,  to  its  own  silence  or  its  own  defeat.  Any 
one  peculiar  faith  is  therefore  undeniably  incompetent  to  proselyte  other  faiths,  and  has 
U)  yield  all  to  rational  faith.  Do  you  decide,  that  we  must  go  by  faith  ?  Then  we  may 
go  for  all  peculiar  faiths,  as  there  is  as  much  obligation  on  us  for  adoption  of  such. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  corrupt  in  conception  and  tend  to  corruption;  the  best  Christian 
as  others,  was  deeply  corrupted  by  imperial  unions.  What  improved  it  but  mind,  that 
directed  reformations  and  revolutions  in  faith  and  government.  To  reach  the  highest 
proper  position,  it  has  to  reach  the  highest  state  of  rationality.  The  MTCtched  state  of 
ignorance  conspired  to  aid  in  the  promulgation  of  peculiar  faith.  All  earth  and  its  de- 
moralization, have  been  moved  about  this  thing  of  peculiar  faith. 

"*  Mahomet  never  asserted  a  falsehood"  say  the  orthodox,  when  he  assorted  nothing 
f'W  in  the  koran.  Mahomet  lied  about  his  night  journey  from  Mecca  to  Jerusalem  and 
thence  to  Heaven,  and  would  have  ruined  his  whole  design,  had  not  his  friend  Abo  Beer 
touched  for  its  veracity.  This  fiction  made  his  fortune.  Now  but  for  the  accommo- 
dating credolity  of  the  world  called  faith,  we  should  get  rid  of  all  peculiar  faith.  When 
pe<*uliar  faith  is  dependent  it  is  mild  and  asks  for  toleration,  but  when  in  the  ascendant, 
then  it  is  dictator. 

It  creeps,  by  words,  and  progresses  by  the  sword  ;  after  that  it  is  upheld  by  sophistry, 
wstuined  by  superstition  and  secured  by  bribes  and  sinister  government.  Thus  with 
Judaism,  Christianity,  Mahommedanism.  Moses  held  his  power  by  superstition  and  an 
araied  priestocracy.  If  his  superstition  did  not  avail,  terrible  as  was  the  imposition,  the 
swords  of  the  Levites  did  the  balance.  If  persuasion  and  art  did  not  establish  Christi- 
anity, the  onion  with  the  mighty  Roman  power  did.  Rational  religion  is  independent  of 
^11  these  designs  and  machinery  of  priestocracy.  She  is  independent  of  prophecy  and 
mirarles,  and  can  be  demonstrated  clearly  and  conclusively  by  the  highest  universe. 
There  never  was  a  peculiar  faith,  but  what  lied  into  existence,  and  was  indebted  to  tho 
iime  for  its  maintenance.  Among  other  things  the  most  conspiruous  have  angels,  a  most 
^nseless  invention.  **  This  whole  doctrine  concerning  angels  Mahommed  and  his  dis- 
ciples have  borrowed  from  the  Jews,  who  learned  the  names  and  offices  of  these  beings 
from  the  Persians,  as  themselves  confess.*'  Talmud  Hieros.  in  Rosh  hashana.  Sale's 
Koran. 

What  a  light  the  world  wcmld  have  if  we  had  the  books  of  the  people  preceding  the 
Egyptians  and  Assyrians,  or  if  literature  be  not  accorded  their  predecessors,  what  if  we 
ha'i  theirs  1 

Ail  peealiar  faith,  is  humbug,  certain.  Part  of  the  world  is  humbug  any  how,  and  that 
is  neeonrily  from  that  source  much  the  larger  part. 
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What  awful  schisms  in  the  world  have  grown  up  by  peculiar  faith,  none  of  which 
can  possibly  exist  permanently  with  sectarianism,  whereas  if  any  of  the  last  arise  with 
supposed  monotheism,  it  is  proof  positive,  that  it  is  not  monotheism,  but  peculiar  faith 
always.  Judaism  was  sectarianism  rank  from  its  ignominious  predecessors,  and  we  ace 
how  little  the  Jews  agreed  with  the  ancient  world.  Who  warred  on  them  1  Waa  not 
peculiar  faith  the  cause  of  many  ancient  wars  ?  Christianity  and  Mahommedanism 
have  had  bloody  work  with  each  other  ;  both  of  them  have  had  parricidal  assaults  on 
Judaism,  and  all  with  their  own  offspring.  How  many  bloody  battles  had  Mahomme- 
danism to  sustain  itself  against  what  were  called  false  prophets  ?  What  furious  and 
relentless  animosities  still  prevail  ?  Is  not  this  the  case  with  all  kinds  of  peculiar 
character  that  has  reared  its  impudent  face  1  No  matter  what  be  the  garb  of  pecu- 
liar faith,  it  is  a  world^s  curse  as  its  delusion,  the  sooner  dropped  the  better.  A 
few  instances  of  Mahommedanism  will  suffice,  as  they  are  not  so  familiar  to  this  part 
of  the  world.  The  sectary  Bdbec  cruelly  put  to  death  a  fourth  of  a  million  of  people, 
"  it  being  his  custom  never  to  spare  man,  woman  or  child,  either  of  the  Mahommedans 
or  their  allies,"  says  Sale.  What  dreadful  deeds  were  perpetrated  by  the  people  called 
the  Ishmelians,  or  the  assassins.  When  Moseilama  was  killed,  ten  thousand  of  the 
apostates  who  foUowed  this  false  prophet,  were  left  dead  on  the  spot.  What  wars  can 
be  more  relentless  ? 

As  Abraham's  prophecy  declares  the  land  should  be  the  Jews'  forever,  what  if  under 
that  prophecy  the  Jews  should  be  always  fighting  the  Mahommedans  therefor  ?  One 
may  be  perfectly  disgusted  with  society,  human  nature,  as  society  may  be,  and  acts  on 
a  false  basis.  Society  is  mapped  off  by  clique  and  kith  circles.  Has  the  majority  of 
the  world  under  the  present  defective  organization  of  society,  proper  morals  when  it 
clearly  has  not  pure  religion  ?  Peculiar  faith  necessarily  alienates  one  portion  of  t\w 
world,  from  all  others.  What  superstitious  rites  can  be  a  rule  of  faith  to  mind  ?  What 
nation  has  ever  risen  by  peculiar  faith,  to  the  full  demands  of  religion  ?  '  Let  the  world 
answer.  No  peculiar  faith  is  disinterested  ;  all  have  their  speculation  and  priestocracy. 
These  little  petty  sectional  views,  must  yield  to  the  large  ample  continental  world  com- 
prehension of  religion.  It  must  have  no  selfish  subdivisions,  when  the  world  requires 
enlarged  liberal  views.  The  highest  temporal  objects  have  been  sought  by  peculiar 
faith,  that  despoils  mind  of  its  noblest  characteristics  and  best  rights.  Society  is  deeply 
corrupted  by  petty  peculiar  faith  organizations,  from  which  it  has  to  be  freed,  ere  truth 
and  justice  are  done  the  world. 

All  revealed  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  are  made  by  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of 
the  people. 

In  peculiar  faith,  the  sovereign  people  are  forgotten.  The  education  of  their  minds 
is  overlooked,  zs  the  main  pillar  of  science  and  virtue. 

Who  can  comprehend  the  objects  and  intentions,  the  net-work  and  dove-tail  of  various 
unions  of  peculiar  faiths  ?  Well,  what  distinguishes  all  peculiar  faiths  ?  Sectarianism, 
that  kills  them  all  dead,  Christianity  or  Uie  very  best.  But  to  overcome  the  difficulty, 
they  all  lie  outrageously,  to  make  the  world  fool  enough  to  believe  that  they  are  the 
real  pure  divine  inspirations.  No  matter  what  absurdities,  they  must  all  be  swallowed. 
Of  course  the  concentrated  energies  of  centuries  are  in  their  bibles.  Fishermen  did 
them  ?  Who  is  verdant  enough  to  believe  that  ?  The  most  expert  of  the  priestocra- 
cies,  clearly  worked  in  them.  What  can  the  doctrine  of  such  revealed  faitli  teach  the 
heart  that  is  ignorantly  put  for  the  mind  ?  For  many  centuries,  the  world  has  been 
deceived  by  peculiar  faith.     It  should  learn  now,  what  is  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  does  not  suit  the  rudest  state  of  uncivilized  society,  and  is  at  variance 
with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  best  society.  Peculiar  faith  or  bible  revelation, 
.does  not  approach  rational  religion,  that  secures  tne  highest  protection  to  society,  and, 
therefore,  such  faith  proves  itself  of  mortal  pretensions,  consequently  it  could  not  have 
emanated  from  God.  Peculiar  faitli  begets  many  world  evils  as  legislation,  for  forms 
of  faith  or  belief,  and  to  exclude  unbelievers. 

Religion  is  to  save  all  rational  minds. 

There  should  never  be  the  first  advance  of  any  such  proceeding  as  peculiar  faith,  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 

If  this  world  were  to  act  about  anything  else,  as  it  does  about  peculiar  faith,  it  would 
be  considered  deranged  assuredly,  and  justly  so. 

The  process  of  peculiar  faith  distorts  tlie  human  mind,  and  renders  it  a  miserable 
machine. 

And  the  functionaries  of  peculiar  faith  assume  to  it,  all  that  belongs  to  mind,  that  va 
crushed  under  its  poisonous  influences.  The  capital  of  peculiar  faith  is  used  as  the 
piUars  of  despotism  for  the  world.  Yes,  emperors  proclaim  peculiar  faith  to  the  people 
as  long  as  they  are  verdant  enough  to  be  thus  deluded,  but  how  can  freemen  be  blmd 
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enough  to  receire  such  ?  It  is  by  a  continuation  of  imposition,  of  sophists,  whose  sec- 
tarian spirit  has  crushed  the  noblest  aspirations  of  rationalism.  Pure  religion  does  not 
breathe  in  the  atmosphere  of  peculiar  faith.  AH  the  people,  of  one  peculiar  faith,  can- 
not agree,  how  then,  can  you  reconcile  the  Mahommedans  and  the  Christians,  when 
their  forefathers  fought  for  two  hundred  years,  nearly.  For  what  did  they  fight? 
Conquest  ? 

That  was  incompatible  with  rational  principles. 

For  the  sepulchre  of  Christ  ?  That  was  fanaticism.  And  have  not  the  Christian 
lad  Jew  oppressed  each  other  for  nearly  two  thousand  years  ?  And  will  they  not,  for 
two  millions,  if  they  could  exist  ? 

The  only  end  to  them,  and  the  blessing  to  the  world,  is  by  the  majesty  of  mind,  the 
most  iUostrious  action,  rational  religion,  this  the  world  has  yet  to  learn. 

Is  it  that  Christianity  boasts  over  philosophy,  that  the  last  was  incompetent  to  govern 
the  world  1  In  what  has  she  then  proved  herself  superior  or  adequate  ?  Tiie  sectarian- 
ism of  sophists,  has  misruled  the  most  of  the  world.  It  is  that  spirit  that  murdered  a 
Socrates,  expelled  the  philosophers,  as  they  were  called  under  the  Roman  Emperors, 
and  has  basely  maligned,  and  excluded  the  hallowed  spirit  of  rational  religion,  the  only 
cooservatiTe  of  the  world.  The  advocates  vociferously  speak  of  the  pretended  civi- 
lization of  peculiar  faith,  especially  Christianity.  Mind  claims,  as  just  to  the  whole 
vorld,  the  refinement  of  civilization,  and  that  rational  religion  alone  can  give. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  any  sectarianism,  of  which  Christianity  is  an  impudent  part, 
to  give  pacification  to  the  world.  How  are  the  peculiar  faith-people  sophists  ?  Be- 
caose  they  advance  the  idea  that  deism  would  ruin  the  world,  that  cannot  otherwise 
reach  a  higher  position  in  morals  and  religion. 

Tliey  are  in  perfect  antagonism  with  deism,  that  they  must  destroy  to  survive  them- 
selves. 

The  humility  of  monotheism  is  the  greatest,  as  its  sincerity  is  complete,  and  its  con- 
fidence in  God  universal,  comprehending  all  the  soul  especially. 

Does  any  peculiar  faith  rear  any  temple  of  virtue,  and  practice  odious  iniquity  be- 
hind it? 

What  is  the  difference  between  Pagan  and  Christian  ? 

The  first  had  open  idolatry,  the  second  has  book-idolatry.  How  can  the  world  break 
down  the  errors  of  peculiar  faith  that  horribly  assails  it  1 

The  glory  of  mind's  light  must  do  it. 

The  strong  arms  of  powerful  monarchies  of  the  world  support  them ;  money  and  its 
pernicious  influence  sustain  them ;  the  people  love  them — women  worship,  men  fear, 
children  look  up  to  them.  The  humbugs  of  the  ancient  priestocracy  are  nothing  to  the 
aodern,  who  affirm  them  to  be  the  essence  of  morals  and  religion.  Bibles  of  this 
&th,  are  the  coins  of  priestocracy.  Patriots  of  this  world  correct  all  this.  All  the 
worst  false  pretences  have  been  sought  to  establish  peculiar  faiths.  Citizens  of 
America,  complete  your  freedom  from  these,  the  glorious  refinement  of  civilization 
tbroflgh  mind. 

^^  hy  do  we  speak  against  all  the  peculiar  faiths  of  the  world  ?  Because  none  of 
them  have  any  pure  religion.  In  this,  then,  mind  should  not  let  the  world  get  the  ad- 
vantage of  it.  Why  is  3iere  antagonism  in  the  world,  about  peculiar  faith  1  Is  there 
not  enough,  about  other  things?  There  can  be  none  about  rational  faith,  pure  religion, 
<lat  unites  the  whole  world  into  one  grand  brotherhood,  and  harmonizes  its  dignified 
anion.  Had  the  ignorant  ancients,  the  presuming  priestocracy,  left  many  things  alone, 
^ey  had  not  imposed  so  many  errors  on  the  world.  The  moderns  must  modestly 
analyze,  and  refuse  credence  to  peculiar  faith.  But  what  a  bore  on  the  world,  that  is 
•Hittaged  indeed.  Families  have  to  conform  to  the  vitiated  peculiar  faith  of  the  day, 
f'se  be  ostracized.  Men,  in  our  circle,  so  far  from  asserting  the  dignity  of  intelligent 
minds,  in  speaking  out  what  their  independence  entitles  them  to,  sneak  out  of  all  respon- 
woilities,  and  are  actually  afraid  to  read,  much  less  discuss,  the  important  truth  of  the 

Peculiar  faith  must  corrupt  all  countries,  without  exception.  All  its  churches  have 
w>  principles  inherent,  as  all  must  be  united  on  a  false  position.  What  virtue  is  there 
w  all  that?  Proscription  attends  opposition  thereto,  and  where  it  has  union  with  state, 
*<>  much  tyranny  it  has  displayed,  by  persecution  and  punishment,  or  peculiar  influence 
^d  power.  A  new  conservative^organization  must  prevail,  to  have  public  opinion  most 
enlightened,  and  rational  religion  most  elevated.  Let  the  world  not  only  aim  to  be 
w,  but  lay  the  sure  foundation  to  appropriate  it.  All  the  foundations  of  peculiar 
Ijith  have  to  be  broken  up,  ere  public  opinion  is  right,  for  the  world  to  uniformly  assert 
™  own  rights  and  correct  its  own  wrongs.  It  will  not  do,  to  let  others  decide  in  all 
«» natter  exclusively  for  mind.  .     ^^^^^^ .  , 
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Who  is  qualified  in  integrity,  talents,  and  disinterestedness  ?  By  the  people's  tailing 
for  granted  that  irresponsible  priestocracy  would  act  up  to  their  pretended  good  talk, 
usurpation  commenced,  and  having  its  hold  sustained  in  state  power,  will  not  relax  it. 

What,  then,  is  the  difference  between  atheism  and  polytheism?  Has  either  of  them 
any  correct  principles  1  The  difference  between  the  atheists  and  polytheists,  who  go 
for  more  gods  than  one,  is  this.  The  first  deny  God  and  the  duty  to  him,  that  is  reli- 
gion, and  of  course  duty  to  man.  The  last  deny  a  correct,  faithful  duty  to  God  or  man. 
They  impart  a  false  worship  in  peculiar  faith,  a  blasphemy  to  God,  and  a  most  ungodly 
despotism  on  man. 

All  polytheists  go  for  revelation,  that  is  necessarily  based  on  false  pretences,  as  it  is 
obvious  to  all  the  rational  part  of  mankind,  that  mind  is  the  agent  of  God  on  earth. 
Nearly  all  the  ancient  philosophers,  and  peculiar  faith  people  of  all  ages,  are  so  sis^ier- 
ficial,  that  it  is  absolutely  dangerous  to  follow  them,  in  their  metaphysical  pretences. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  contingent,  which  clearly  cannot  suit  mind,  in  ail  its  various 
permanent  conditions  of  life.  Atheism  or  polytheism  is  the  necessary  result  from  all 
peculiar  faiths,  it  seems  to  us.  Peculiar  faith  has  not  scrupled  to  manage  God^s  aflain?. 
and  interpret  for  him  most  absurdly ;  it  cannot  meet  the  necessary  demands  of  the 
world,  and  of  course  is  exploded.  It  cannot  begin  to  satisfy  the  world  ;  its  end  is  worse 
when  all  see  it — ^no  form,  no  kind,  no  pretension  will  answer.  But  none  must  oppose 
it.  It  is  an  unpopular  step,  especially  with  the  women.  All  its  advocates  profess  to 
have  its  peculiar  revelation.  If  that  be  so,  let  it  be  provable,  and  reliable,  as  genuine. 
Afler  all  the  pretences  of  revealed  faith,  it  is  all  founded  on  the  teachings  of  perversion 
of  mind  respecting  the  universe,  and  all  for  the  sinister  purpose  of  absolute  rule  and 
tyranny. 

Mind  comes  short  of  the  proper  comprehensive  analysis.  As  to  feeling  being  the 
test  for  peculiar  faith,  that  must  be  all  a  pretence  of  the  party  advocates,  the  partisan 
priestocracy,  as  all  claim  that  much. 

How  much  history  is  made  to  bend  to  peculiar  faith  ?  All  the  bibles  of  peculiar 
faith  are  old  legends  and  myths,  and  every  one  of  them  analogous,  all  relying  on  unity 
of  false  pretences.  What  will  not  peculiar  faith  do  ?  Will  it  not  excite  in  the  worid  a 
peculiar  state  of  immoral  feeling,  most  difHcult  to  be  eradicated  ? 

What  did  not  the  military  spirit  of  the  ancient  world,  with  its  ferocious  exhibitions  of 
embittered  feelings?  What  did  the  gladiatorial  shows  at  Rome  do  less,  than  finally 
expose  her  as  ope  of  the  bloodiest  butchers  of  the  world  ?  Did  not  peculiar  faith 
demoralize  the  whole  world,  Palestine  included,  when  she  saerificed  her  children  to 
the  fire  of  Moloch  1  What  had  she  to  boast  of  but  her  degradation,  if  she  had  ever 
been  presented  with  the  true  worship  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  All  such  faith 
corrupts  the  mind.  But  how  is  it  possible  that  in  all  countries  where  any  peculiar  faith 
prevails,  that  people  get  along  in  tliat  faith  ?  They  succeed  in  tlie  universal  principlp* 
of  mind,  the  elements  inherent  to  life,  granted  by  the  immutable  God  of  nature.  The 
followers  of  these  peculiar  faiths  do  many  fantastic  tricks  before  God,  they  pray  to 
him,  sacrifice  and  seek  to  appease  him  as  if  he  was  a  mutable  priestocracy  idol.  AH 
mankind  have  to  watch  over  their  own  actions,  and  commune  as  rational  beings  before 
God  for  their  own  correction  as  they  are  the  mutable  beings.  What  have  they  to  say 
to  the  immutable  Deity  ?     Instruct  their  mind. 

They  can  be  thankful  and  grateful,  and  should  cultivate  all  such  refined  feelings.  I 
thank  my  God  that  I  have  such  a  splendid  governmental  liberty,  to  write  what  I  consider 
just  for  him  and  all  mortals.  You  wish  to  travel  over  the  globe  peacefully  and  reli- 
giously. Can  you  declare  your  peculiar  faith  without  ofifence  to  the  law  of  God  and 
man  ?  No.  But  civilize  the  world,  and  then  you  and  the  rest  of  the  world  lose  your 
and  their  hold  on  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  all  will  adopt  what  is  just  to  God  and  man, 
rational  religion.     No  other  will  safely  convey  you  all  in  this  world. 

But  you  boast  of  the  numbers  flocking  to  you.  What  does  that  signify  1  Raising  op 
sects  is  nothing.  Mahomet  raised  his,  and  the  number  comprises  now  nearly  one- 
seventh  of  all  mankind,  it  is  said.  The  Mormons  are  very  recent,  and  number  several 
thousands.  Their  sect  has  flourished  on  the  same  platform  as  Christianity  and  others, 
that  of  peculiar  bibles,  and  if  they  had  the  sword  they  would  find  the  followers  by  the 
power.  The  whole  world  would  be  actually  Mormonized,  if  they  could  dictate  terms 
to-day.  And  so  would  it  be  under  the  sway  of  any  peculiar  faith,  capable  of  mastering 
it  by  brute  force.  What  conscience  has  any  ?  Is  it  in  Christianity,  that  fought  for  its 
very  existence,  and  afterwards  for  this  very  purpose,  some  two  hundred  years  continu- 
ously ?  What  virtue  is  there  in  peculiar  faith  1  Is  it  not  a  barren  fig  tree  ?  The  faalt 
is  in  the  people  who  do  not  reason,  but  look  forward  for  sinister  purposes,  &c. 
They  put  themselves  into  the  power  of  the  artful  and  unprincipled  intriguers  of  the 
world. 
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As  long  as  peculiar  faith  exists,  principles  cannot  accompany^.  Though  the  world  does 
not  fight  DOW  generally,  fortunately  being  p^overned  by  the  light  of  mind,  still,  peculiar 
faiths  keep  it  in  antagonism.  Peculiar  faiths  will  alienate  the  various  portions  of  the 
world  from  each  other,  that  can  be  united  by  religion.  As  with  bad  and  unprincipled 
lawyers  and  doctors,  so  with  parsons  who  could  not  give  me  any  of  their  peculiar  faiths 
with  all  their  delusive  premiums  of  bribery  and  corruption,  in  exchange  for  rational 
religion,  which  they  clearly  have  not  got. 

How  much  valuable  time  is  spent  in  the  world  by  peculiar  faith  people  in  hearing,  read- 
ing, and  using  controversial  writings  about  peculiar  faith,  that  of  itself  is  worthless.  What 
does  it  all  amount  to  ?  Science  ought  to  be  discussed  and  lectured  on  instead,  as  that 
will  not  divide  but  harmonize  the  world.  Then  a  universal  brotherhood  will  prevail. 
Where  will  peculiar  faith  longest  linger  ?  Among  ignorant  people  and  despotisms, 
union  of  church  and  state.  There  is  the  charm.  The  adherents  of  peculiar  faith  argue 
Id  this  way,  we  might  as  well  gather  the  fruit  as  others  ;  but  they  should  not  gather  it. 
legitimately  and  blasphemous^. 

A  man  that  is  under  peculiar  faith  doctrine  becomes  a  bigot.  The  mind,  and  not  the 
heart,  is  concerned  in  the  investigation  of  truth  the  world  over,  and  if  it  be  not 
rationally  concerned  it  is  irrationally.  Peculiar. faith  does  nut  look  above  the  priest- 
ocracy.  No  peculiar  gospel  of  any  bible  of  tradition  can  be  upheld  in  truth,  honesty,  or 
reason. 

How  ridiculous  is  the  contest  of  peculiar  faith  people,  that  some  of  them  are  better 
than  others. 

That  argues  against  the  first,  who  had  the  best  means,  and  therefore  are  not  as  good, 
relatirely. 

How  comes  it  that  the  best  are  in  such  a  perversion  of  light,  in  which  there  can  bo 
none  good  ?  The  first  and  only  true  question  arises,  is  monotheism  right  ?  If  so,  then 
the  whole  world  must  come  into  it ;  the  sooner  the  better ;  lay  aside  all  peculiar  faiths. 
This  is  the  religion  of  the  whole  universe,  none  other  can  suit  at  all. 

Christ  or  Bhudd,  Mahommed,  Lama,  or  Smith,  if  potent  here,  never  would  get  through 
the  oihaustless  universe  ;  of  course,  then,  monotheism  is  the  position  forever. 

Who  is  chargeable  for  the  atheism  of  France  ?  Peculiar  faith  despotism,  that  had 
tmished  rational  mind,  and  had  invoked  the  stupid  flock  of  faith. 

AH  peculiar  faiths,  as  the  Christian,  Jewish,  &c.,  are  of  human  invention,  but  mono- 
theism is  of  God. 

All  the  advocates  of  all  the  peculiar  faiths  combined  can  never  fill  up  the  awful  chasm 
in  miad,  that  is  left  in  mind  ere  their  particular  faith  takes  hold  of  it,  thus  proving  the 
whole  an  imbecility,  a  blasphemy  in  the  sight  of  the  pure  God  who  created,  endowed, 
and  preserves  all  minds.     O  vile,  wicked,  degraded  priestocracy. 

The  adoption  of  peculiar  faith  is  the  blasphemy  of  the  Almighty,  slander  of  his  reli- 
gion, and  catering  to  the  worst  demoralizations  of  the  world. 

Vou  cannot  reform  religion,  but  you  can  reform  youselves  and  your  faith.  No  pecu- 
liar faith  can  stand.  How  often  are  intense  efforts  made  to  cover  weak  and  cornipt 
priftsts. 

There  are  many  systems  of  peculiar  faiths,  all  emanating  from  superstition  and  her 
v^peculation,  all  more  or  less  absurd,  none  religious. 

No  peculiar  faith  can  prove  the  authenticity  of  its  own  scriptures,  nor  say  aught 
i^inst  monotheists. 

The  extensive  establishment  of  any  peculiar  faith  as  Christianity,  Mahommedaniem, 
Mormonism,  Bhuddism  or  Brahminism,  is  no  proof  of  its  authenticity,  since  the  world 
Itas  been  divl  led  mostly  among  such  faiths.  All  may  flourish.  None  of  it  has  a  living 
principle. 

Peculiar  faith  has  an  awful  quantity  of  infamous  vices  that  afl^ect  the  world.  This 
cunntry  now  has  the  Mormons,  Christians,  Jews,  Bhuddists,  Atheists ;  all  must  embrace 
u\xmzi  religion,  toleration  will  be  very  partial. 

What  virtue  peculiar,  has  peculiar  faith  ? 

This  world  is  now  filled  with  poisonous,  bitter,  deadly  feuds,  of  sects  and  peculiar 
^iths  arrayed  against  each  other,  the  representatives  of  which  they  had  rather  see 
periMh,  than  one  Jot  or  tittle  of  their  pretended  prophecies,  or  their  exploded  demoral- 
izing books,  called  bibles.  What  an  idle  legend  is  peculiar  faith  :  what  stuff  about  in- 
fidebty. 

That  religion  had  nothing  to  do  with  peculiar  faiths,  the  whole  of  their  history  for 
^  world's  age  will  prove,  Sf  nothing  more.  Has  not  all  the  calendar  of  crimes  been 
foflimittedl  Has  there  been  ranker  ambition,  deeper  avarice,  more  relentless  prido 
U)d  re?  enge,  more  malign  by  inquisitions?  Under  the  name  of  religion,  all  the  world  ini- 
^ities  have  been  practiced. 
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Peculiar  faith  begets  a  false  confidence — hypocrisy.  To  say  that  the  ancient  philoso- 
phers could  not  find  out  peculiar  faith,  is  contradictory  to  history,  as  they  had  nothing 
else  but  peculiar  faiths  that  are  polytheisms  diversified  only. 

Peculiar  faiths  have  no  peculiar  virtues  ;  all  have  their  vices. 

The  law  protects  all  peculiar  faiths  claiming  the  name  of  religion,  and  all  that  is  not 
too  monstrous  to  be  permitted,  is  protected  by  law.  The  pulpit  is  the  arena,  and  the 
people  can  adopt  or  reject,  without  any  benefit  of  testing  the  correctness.  Very  rarely 
is  that  side  heard,  as  the  discussion  of  the  truth  is  interdicted.  There  is  reUgion  in 
the  world,  and  has  been,  necessarily,  from  the  first  rational  mind,  from  the  nature  of 
tilings,  but  no  thanks  to  peculiar  faith.  There  is  plenty  of  religion  in  charches,  but  no 
thanks  to  churches.  Rational  religion  was  before  churches.  People  are  too  disunited 
in  the  universal  matters.  The  appropriate  legitimate  means  should  be  fairly,  rightly 
and  universally  used,  to  rescue  mind  from  its  agrarian  peculiarities.  Can  there  \k 
anything  meaner  than  bigotry  ?  A  female  bigot  iiates,  with  all  the  fury  and  meanness. 
You  might  do  her  all  the  favors  practicable,  but  such  a  bigot  is  a  bigot  still.  Though 
the  talents  and  merits  might  be  of  the  first  order,  they  would  be  the  best  reason  for 
bigotry  to  assail.  Peculiar  faith  tells  you  to  look  to  the  master,  religion  reasons  yoa 
into  conservative  principles.  The  spirit  of  ill-feeling  is  kept  up  in  the  world  by  pecu- 
liar faith  that  has  its  own  peculiar  interest.  How  can  any  be  exempt  from  suspicion 
of  motives,  when  they  persist  in  that  non-entity,  peculiar  faith  1  What  will  not  pecu- 
liar faith  do,  when  united  to  all  practicable  despotisms  1 

Can  freemen  overlook  the  eastern  barbarism  of  degrading  man  to  the  Eunuch,  and 
possessing  the  liberty  of  murdering  slaves  ?  What  degradation  of  the  east,  yet !  The 
exposure  to  sale  of  women,  for  wives,  or  worse,  concubines,  by  their  own  relafions. 

The  world  must  act  for  principle,  not  for  fanaticism,  plunder  nor  blood,  as  the  pecu- 
liar sects  and  faith  people  do.  The  phalanx  of  peculiar  faith  people,  is  a  great  one,  and 
their  conscience  is  hardened,  because  they  are  steeled  by  monopoly  and  usurpation. 
All  that  is  irrational  in  peculiar  faith,  has  no  existence  in  religion.  Now  all  we  are, 
and  have  in  this  world,  is  based  on  rationality.  The  world  cannot  always  be  fanatic. 
All  peculiar  faith  is  purposeless. 

Let  us  have  all  the  good  faith  that  the  world  is  entitled  to.  What  if  two  conflicting 
armies  about  to  engage,  having  peculiar  faith,  were  to  ofifer  up  their  petitions,  as  thcr 
are  called  ?  Thus  peculiar  faith  is  such  a  monster,  that  both  armies  would  be  sacrificed 
to  its  unholy  requests !  Prayer  is  to  reform  the  petitioner,  not  the  petitioned.  There 
is  where  the  world  has  been  mistaken  so  long.  As  to  prayer,  two  hostile  fanatic  armies 
meet  to  fight,  but  first  pray  as  the  Christian  and  Mahomedan,  and  if  God  hears  the  pray- 
ers of  both,  he  will  have  to  destroy  both,  annihilate  them ;  thus  peculiar  faith  is  such. 
It  brutalizes  mind,  to  the  lowest  beastiality.  As  an  evidence  of  the  eflfecta  of  peculiar 
faith,  the  priestocracy  cannot  or  will  not  give  a  fair  analysis  of  religion,  but  assume  that 
they  have  it,  and  make  war  with  contemptible  antagonism  on  monotheism,  as  if  that  God- 
given  inheritance  was  to  be  excluded  by  their  ignominious  monopoly. 

Their  priviliges  have  only  been  tolerated  by  the  stupid  ignorance  of  the  people,  for 
monotheism  was  the  only  God-creation  in  this  respect,  and  all  that  are  after  truth  can 
see  it  by  the  fairest  comprehensive  analysis.  But  how  many  have  sold  their  birth-right 
for  a  part  of  the  millions  of  dollars  that  the  world  is  plundered  out  of  yearly  ?  Socictj 
is  cut  up  and  many  cut  out  of  its  universal  rights,  by  peculiar  faith  documents  and  bibles. 
This  exclusiveness  ought  not  to  be  at  all. 

Can  the  fanatic  bigot  become  a  good  citizen,  after  he  is  informed  of  better  positions 
than  his  peculiar  faith,  that  has  no  existence  ?  Who  that  has  rational  education  is  not 
perfectly  astonished  at  this  state  of  things  in  an  intelligent  country  ? 

On  what  can  Christians  and  Mahommedans,  Jews  and  Mormons,  peculiar  faitlis  of  ail 
kinds  unite  ? 

On  principles  1  They  have  no  conservative  principles.  W^here  did  they  get  them  ? 
Monotheism  had  all  them  from  God !  On  faith  ?  That  separates  them.  On  revelation  ? 
Which  ?  The  latest?  Will  the  Mormon  do  it,  after  expulsion  from  three  states,  ami 
confidence  in  none  ?  The  Chrbtian  says  the  Mormons  have  no  pretensions.  On  what 
basis  ?  Reason.  That  excludes  the  Christian  !  If  a  few  able  and  patriotic  men  com?' 
forward  and  do  their  duty,  Monotheism,  the  law  of  the  universe,  will  be  carried  out  in  thi$ 
age,  and  not  be  deferred.  Let  bigotry  cower  before  the  altar  of  religion.  A  roan  thai 
is  exclusively  devoted  to  peculiar  faith,  becomes  nearly  infatuated  on  that  subject.  One 
party  finding  another  party  peculiarly  recusant,  is  still  worse  excited.  What  a  world 
spirit !  Wlicre  are  the  great  and  legitimate  bonds  of  brotherhood  of  this  world  1  Has 
accursed  peculiar  faith  produced  them  ?  How  can  even  tliis  country  be  united  in  bro- 
therhood, without  the  principles  ?  How  few  of  the  world  know  that  all  peculiar  faiths* 
as  the  most  valued  Christian,  or  any,  are  all  humbugs,  and  yet  the  people  expect  some- 
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tbinir  of  the  kind,  and  will  have  the  humbugs.  The  priestocracy  and  the  peculiar  powers 

of  united  state  or  government,  profit  by  the  popular  delusion. 
If  the  world  were  to  investigate  peculiar  faith,  Christian  or  Jewish,  Mahommedan  or 

Mormon,  it  will  find  all  such  nothing — a  counterfeit,  spurious  coin  not  worth  the  paper 
wnttenH)n!  I  know  one  thing,  that  all  such  is  humbug  of  the  worst  kind,  manufactured 
by  the  priestocracy  for  their  peculiar  benefit,  and  they  have  to  fight  it  out  with  all  that 
controvert  their  position  by  all  the  falsest  pretences. 

All  peculiar  faith  is  not  worth  noticing  or  receiving,  even  on  premium.  All  are  de- 
ceiving^. The  only  true  way  is  that  which  does  justice  to  the  unity  of  God,  that  does 
m>l  derogate  from  his  dignity,  worth  and  perfection.  All  peculiar  faith  men  make  the 
God  of  the  universe  imperfect.     But  this  is  their  peculiar  God,  in  their  bad  faith. 

All  such  Christianity,  or  any  reduced  to  truth,  renders  itself  ridiculous  and  absurd,  and 
the  advocates  foolish ;  they  know  little  or  nothing  but  for  mind,  which  they  libel  and 
outrage.  Most  of  these  peculiar  faith  people  read  but  little,  and  analyze  less.  What 
will  ihey  not  do  ?  The  vilest  bigots,  and  yet  they  do  not  know  that  they  are  the  veriest 
infidels  to  rational  religion  and  God  !  What,  christians  infidels  ?  The  very  worst  sort, 
and  nothing  less. 

Let  all  peculiar  faith  people  discard  the  follies  and  crimes  of  their  peculiar  faiths  and 
bible,  and  all  unite  in  religion.  The  first  has  been  the  strong  arm  of  despotism,  nay, 
despotism  itself;  when  the  last  has  modestly  borne  her  meek  honors  thick  upon  her. 

Not  only  does  the  world  sustain,  by  reason  of  peculiar  faith,  undignified  contentions, 
but  hypocrisy. 

The  spirit  of  love  for  the  world  and  mankind  is  entirely  eradicated  by  the  world  nui- 
sance, peculiar  faith. 

Sophistry  is  a  part  of  this  world^s  magic  invariably. 

But  for  peculiar  despotism  and  faith  the  world  now  would  be  deeply  united.  Science 
Qoites  much  of  the  world  now.  Truth,  reason,  mind,  will  exclude  peculiar  faith  and  all 
itb  bibles  out  of  society.  Experience  proves  that  all  such  bibles  are  the  explosions  of 
an  age  long  since  past;  unsuited  to  the  moral,  social,  national,  and  world  mind.  Let 
tliere  be  no  alienation  of  good  feelings  in  the  world ;  we  should  diminish  all  such. 

There  must  be  no  pandering  to  partisan,  sectional  or  peculiar  views.  The  world  can 
tike  new  starts  on  conservative  revolutions.  They  will  come  ;  do  not  arrest  them,  for 
it  will  be  like  damming  up  mighty  rivers,  and  the  radical  injury,  the  radical  revolution, 
*i!I  be  the  consequence.  The  most  hypocritical  electioneering  is  brought  about  by 
peculiar  faith.  This  is  not  really  American.  Give  us,  besides  the  noblest  American 
constitutional  government,  holy  religion.  No !  give  us  not  one  iota  of  Jew  peculiar 
fiiith,  no  more  than  of  the  Jew  government,  or  his  barbarisms.  All  these  things  have 
been  stolen  from  mind,  whose  noblest  rights  have  been  oppressed. 

^•hristian  peculiar  faith  talks  of  civilization,  and  it  is  quarreling  with  each  other^s 
I'rofes^rs  in  every  country  among  themselves,  and  with  the  whole  world  of  peculiar 
faiths. 

What  can  you  do  with  peculiar  faith  or  medical  bigots  ?  You  may  do  them  any  and 
all  favors,  and  their  black  ingratitude  can  see  nothing  but  their  own  peculiar  prejudices 
and  interests. 

Tlte  world  has  been  thousands  of  years,  and  has  not  yet  got  to  pure  religion,  impeded 
a«  it  has  been  by  the  adulterated  self-interest  of  peculiar  faith.  Peculiar  education 
begets  prejudices  all  peculiar. 

The  world  needs  unity  of  love,  and  how  can  it  get  it? 

Peculiar  faith  has  not  the  elements,  as  material  necessaries.  God  intended  for  no 
'pecolatious  in  religion.  As  much  was  the  ancient  world  short  of  the  full  comprehension 
<»f  true  geographicsJ  position  before  the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  as  peculiar 
laith  bibles  are  of  religion  without  the  bible  of  the  universe.  The  world  possesses  the 
fight  elements  of  religion,  pore  and  natural ;  it  must  drop  the  speculations  of  peculiar 
faith  to  do  right.  The  intelligent  and  thinking  religious  world  should  be  cut  out  of  all 
means  of  mind  perversion  as  far  as  practicable,  hence  exclude  peculiar  faith  matters  at 
once.  All  peculiar  faiths  will  go  down  necessarily  as  the  principles  of  religion  advance, 
»nd  rational  education  gains  the  ascendancy  of  mind.  Peculiar  faith,  as  Christianity,  is 
^ej^tionil,  sectarian,  partisan,  whereas  religion  is  comprehensive  as  the  globe,  the  uni- 
▼erse,  adequate  for  mind,  suitable  for  all  mankind  and  nurtures  the  world's  union  and 
I^aee  on  principles  most  conservative  to  rational  minds. 

The  world,  the  universe,  cannot  be  benefited  by  peculiar  faith  policy.  Let  the  intel- 
ligent and  just  world  teach  the  whole  professors  of  all  peculiar  faiths  the  noblest  lesson 
"f  religion,  that  has  naught  to  do  with  such  stuff,  but  recognise  all  mankind,  as  far  as 
prii'ticahle,  as  one  universal  brotherhood.  No  one  can  be  a  true  friend  to  the  brother- 
liood  of  the  world,  that  goes  for  peculiar  faith.    All  this  peculiar  faith  is  the  real 
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despotism  of  mind.  There  should  be  at  this  age  among  citizens  do  enslavement  of  mind. 
What  is  the  condition,  under  absolute  governments,  but  this  establishment,  a  sacrifice 
to  one-man  power  ?  The  colossal  power  of  Russia  centres  in  her  czar  for  emperor 
and  pope-god  of  his  church.  Witii  absolute  military  and  clerical  imperial  sway,  he 
assumes  faith  when  he  is  showing  the  most  horrid  bad  faith  to  religion,  and  of  course 
to  the  world.     If  he  did  it  ignorantly  or  wickedly,  he  should  stop  it. 

What  is  the  emperor  of  China  perpetrating,  but  the  same  despotism  ? 

The  world  needs  the  noblest  characteristics  of  human  nature,  the  noblest  specimens, 
the  worthiest  conception  of  rational  mind,  that  render  human  nature  the  most  loTcIy. 
In  what  light  do  these  emperors  appear  before  the  world  ?  Peculiar  faith  distorts  what 
is  rational,  and  proscribes  what  is  right,  the  dupe,  the  bully  of  superstition.  The  opinion 
of  the  supposed  great  who  uphold  the  bibles,  their  power,  is  preferred  to  the  truth  of 
reason.  You  emperors  have  it  in  your  power  to  teach  your  numerous  people,  your 
population  of  many  millions,  to  be  men,  to  forego  all  the  hypocrisy  of  peculiar  faiih, 
and  take  hold  of  all  the  requirements  of  religion.  All  the  heads  of  government  are 
bound  to  advance  their  people  as  mind,  in  all  the  legitimate  precincts  of  rational  educa- 
tion, government  and  religion.  But  the  glorious  legitimate  amity  of  the  world  is  broken 
)ip  by  all  the  curses  of  peculiar  fuith,  that  does  the  rankest  injustice  to  mankind,  h  is 
one  of  the  vestiges  of  ancient  barbarism,  and  has  escaped  the  shrewdest  perceptions  of 
xhe  people  by  its  sagacious  and  unprincipled  sophistries. 

Religion  has  to  be  put  in  abeyance  to  peculiar  faith,  that  does  the  greatest  injustice 
to'the  world's  peace  and  dignity,  its  loveliness  and  welfare.  How  comes  it,  Chri?tbn, 
that  you  war  on  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  mankind  because  they  are  Mahom- 
medans  ?  Suppose,  now,  the  world  was  equally  divided,  half  Mormons  and  the  other 
Christian.  Would  there  not  be  the  bloodiest  war  that  the  world  ever  saw — ending  in 
the  most  outrageous  barbarism  ?  If  the  Romans  had  power  to-day,  the  inquisitions  past 
are  nothing  to  what  the  world  would  suffer. 

If  the  pope  had  his  own  people  slaughtered  by  French  bayonets;  what  would  he  not 
do  with  strangers  ? 

Well  has  it  been  that  the  Roman  pope  is  bereft  of  the  power  of  the  Greek  church 
pope.  And  mankind  has  assuredly  mistaken  all  this  for  religion  !  The  world  cannot 
stand  at  what  it  is.  It  must  go  forward.  It  has  stultified  itself  enough,  and  dearly 
paid  for  its  experience  by  too  much  of  its  blood,  treasures  and  sacrifices  of  mind. 
what  an  idea  of  separating  tlie  world  by  such  lines  of  demarcation.  There  is  nothing; 
rational  about  bigotry.  A  bigot  in  a  republic  or  monarchy  is  a  bigot  still,  and  is  as 
prescriptive  in  either  as  power  permits.  To  counteract  all  this,  tlie  permanent 
organized  plans  of  mind's  progress  through  rational  education  must  be  arrayed.  Ex- 
clusive control  of  religion  is  claimed  by  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  one  of  the 
falsest  pretences  imaginable.  Why  such  claims  1  Does  feeling  that  is  a  delusion  not 
verified  by  facts,  give  it  when  the  principals  are  false  ?  What  a  collusion  between 
sophistry  and  bigotry !  What  a  compound  has  the  Asiatic  become,  a  vassal  to  despot- 
ism of  peculiar  faith.  The  Brahmin  expelled  the  Bhuddist,  by  whom  he  was  expelled, 
both  giving  India  the  blessings  of  civil  war  instead  of  religion ;  and  thus  it  would  be  in 
England,  if  mind  was  not  too  enlightened  for  the  bigotry  of  peculiar  faith  that  fills  tiie 
world  even  now  with  civil  commotion,  when  it  cannot  embroil  it  in  odious  civil  wars. 
Has  not  all  Western  Asia  been  ruined  that  way  ?  Has  Egypt  ever  recovered  from  the 
baseness  of  tlie  priestocracy  dynasty^  a  blasting  kingdom  wherever  its  inquisitorial  ami 
prescriptive  despotism  is  exerted  ?  Mind  has  been  worth  nothing  under  its  mobt 
odious  and  execrable  dictation. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  is  more  important  than  peculiar  faith.  Of  course,  the 
people  do  not  know,  but  have  self-delusion  about  peculiar  faith,  all  of  which  is  in  the 
same  category  of  error  throughout  the  world.  Lay  aside  all  the  bibles  thereof,  and 
learn  of  the  moral  sublimity  of  rational  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  embroils  mankind,  in  families,  countries,  world,  and  universe,  unfit 
for  all.  She  is  the  pest  of  society,  and  the  curse  of  mind.  She  is  not  trustworthy  in 
the  humblest  cottage,  nor  the  royal  palace,  where  her  sovereign  rules  her  out,  and  turn^ 
his  back  on  her  for  another  pet,  no  more  correct,  but  more  subservient  tool,  to  his  whims 
and  his  despotic  policy.  All  such  creations  are  unknown  to  the  Creator.  Her  little 
brief  authority  is  most  dangerous  in  the  extremity  to  the  tyrant,  who  exercises  it  thus 
improperly.     In  the  name  of  religion,  the  universe,  mind,  God,  repudiate  all  such. 

Matrons,  who  make  sacred  family,  and  consecrate  mind,  by  religion,  to  your  God, 
take  not  this  conglomeration  of  serpents  to  your  bosom,  to  render  man  a  conglomeration 
•of  all  the  worst  of  animality. 

The  religion  of  principles  will  restrain  all  bad  acts,  and  elevate  minds,  always  to  be 
selied  on,  as  sufficient     Cultivate  this  in  your  household,  and  you  will  render  it  the 
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happiest,  hy  the  Creator^s  blessing.  Then  the  world's  despots  will  have  no  base  to  pre* 
teod  to  a  &ith  false  to  all  humanity,  and  abominable  to  all  the  purity  of  honest  and 
tniihful  minds.  Such  despots  will  all  be  scouted  from  the  face  of  ^the  earth,  and  will 
be  remembered  for  this  their  deadliest  mental  poison. 

Nicholas,  imitate  the  example  of  Peter  of  Russia,  and  give  a  constitutional  govern* 
mem  to  your  people.  Cast  aside  that  church  sanctuary,  and  come  into  the  rational 
church  of  God.  £>o  not  be  associated  in  peculiar  faith,  with  the  inside  barbarians  of 
Asia.  I  am  one  of  the  sovereigns  of  America,  your  equal ;  conservative  principles  are 
fonunoant  to,  and  take  precedence  of  all  peculiar  faiths  and  bibles,  and  necessarily  ex- 
dude  all  such  as  in  antagonism  therewith. 

There  were  peculiar  faith  tests,  to  hold  office,  until  very  recently  even,  in  New 
Hampshire,  that  hao  abolished  them  by  the  present  constitution.  That  is,  only  a  pro- 
testant  coald  hold  office !  How  green  the  people  about  religion !  Have  they  ever  con- 
fldered  the  impositions  of  the  whole  world,  and  that  the  priestocracy  are  the  heads  of 
the  most  damning  &iths  ?  The  fixing  up  of  this  world  after  man's  fashion,  not  God's 
ways. 

YoD,  Jew  and  Christian,  complain  of  Mahommedans  and  Mormons.  You  have 
taught  them  the  degraded  way  to  deceive  man  and  brutalize  woman,  to  outrage  man* 
kind  and  degrade  humanity. 

The  peculiar  faith  people  have  no  foundation  whatever  for  their  bibles,  not  a  particle 
but  false  pretences.  Peculiar  faith  has  been  setting  the  whole  world  at  variance,  in 
odious,  murderous,  criminal  hostility,  and  yet  the  whole  adopting  it  cannot  prove  its  first 
point.  Let  it  get  out  of  the  pulpit,  and  depart  degraded.  The  world  antagonisms, 
through  peculiar  faith,  are  as  aibundant  as  the  collision  of  solar  systems,  if  deranged. 
Wbit  section  of  the  globe  has  not  peculiar  faith,  its  bibles,  and  priestocracy  set  at  va* 
riance,  pitting  father  against  son,  the  household  against  itself?  What  part  of  the  world 
in  not  full  of  Tulgar  deadly  conflicts  of  peculiar  fiiith  1  The  whole  world  has  labored 
but  to  little  purpose,  to  get  only  peculiar  faith.  A  wise  and  just  man  looks  to  his  pro- 
per duty,  not  his  peculiar  faith,  to  mankind  and  God.  Now  peculiar  faith  certainly  does 
not  ^re  any  peculiar  guarantee  to  the  whole  world,  that  has  no  particular  safety  but 
principles  that  are  conservative  for  the  universe. 

How  can  you  put  the  world  at  peace  1  By  the  noble  principles  of  rational  religion. 
Hjt  peculiar  faith  obstructs  all  that,  and  causes  improper  conflicts.  Take  away  such, 
aa  ail  means  of  antagonism.  History  of  the  world  now  tells  the  tale,  paints  the  facts. 
When  the  people,  under  christian  influence,  drove  the  Mormons  out  of  Missouri, 
[llinots.  &c.,  if  the  last  had  had  the  full  power  of  the  sword,  what  a  bloody  war  would 
bve  deluged  America. 

Woald  the  world  have  seen  an  end  to  it  for  an  age  ? 

Has  it  yet  seen  the  end  ?     The  feud  is  silenced  at  present. 

Why  then,  not  stop  all  such  stuff;  we  will  begin  at  the  fountain-head.  Can  you 
all  any  such  religion,  that  sheds  blood  ?  That  of  God  ?  It  was  evolved  by  the  worst 
passions,  the  moet  flagrant  outrage  on  religion.  Peculiar  faith,  Christianity,  Judaism, 
or  any  other  has  no  truth,  no  honesty,  no  foundation,  all  built  up  to  fool  and  defraud  the 
world.  Gfve  us  the  dignity  of  religion  and  liberty,  that  comprehend  the  proper  courtesy 
doe  the  whole  world,  the  official  acts  of  the  world-brotherhood.  As  often  as  any  other 
peculiar  faith  is  built  up,  so  often  is  a  base  for  peculiar  squabbles,  conflicts  and  antago- 
nism, with  the  pure  principles  of  rational  religion,  and  the  unity  of  God.  Nothmg 
^ort  of  rational  intelligence,  virtue  and  religion,  can  elevate  the  world,  and  keep  it  at 
iu  rightful  point.     AH  peculiar  faiths  are  exclusive  to  their  disgrace  of  having  religion. 

How  many  millions  ruin  themselves  by  partisan  views? 

It  is  all  to  no  purpose  that  peculiar  faith  prevails. 

The  wise  and  virtuous  world  must  look  through  aU  such  designs  of  man,  lustful  and 
tmhitious,  to  God.  Religion  is  the  highest  link  carried  out  in  all  its  practical  duties,  that 
binds  mind  to  Deity,  the  moral  world  with  the  universe.  The  peculiar  faitli-people,  and 
their  bibles,  have  no  pretensions  to  principles,  consequently  their  frame-work  for  society  is 
destitute  of  truth,  honor  or  honesty.  Which  is  most  destitute  of  these,  the  priestocracy, 
pettifoggers,  who  seek  to  cloak  all  the  pretences  of  law,  or  the  do.;tors  of  the  old  regime, 
who  impose  on  the  people  their  fraud,  that  the  people  cannot  cure  diseases  ? 

What  can  correct  all  this  ?     Conservative  revolution. 

The  unprincipled,  so  far  from  thanking,  actually  war  on  conservative  reformers. 

Those  who  adopt  peculiar  faith-bibles,  are  prepared  to  advocate  fanaticism,  and  all  its 
^rd  dogmas. 

How  much  longer  can  the  world  be  gulled  with  peculiar  faith-bibles.  What  rational 
mind  would  ever  think  of  making  them  the  rule  of  his  faith  or  practice  ?  My  rever- 
ence to  God  and  truth,  forbids.    A  total  conservative  revolution  alone  can  effect  what 
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IS  needed,  as  everything  is  wrong  with  monopolists,  wha  usurp  the  support  of  the 
world. 

Why  are  all  peculiar  faiths  in  such  deadly  animosity,  antagonism  to  each  other?  Is 
it  for  holy  zeal  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  or  is  it  to  the  god  of  profits  ?  Are  the  people 
blinded,  that  they  will  not  sec  all  this  ?  The  God  of  universal  conservative  principles, 
desires  the  best  of  universal  brotherhood,  but  the  elements  of  all  peculiar  faiths  are  , 
alien  to  all  this.  As  some  of  the  monopolies  that  have  overrun,  they  have  corrupted 
most  feloniously  the  whole  earth. 

The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  act  like  aliens  to  each  other— deadly  hostile,  and  tbii 
they  call  religion,  that  unites  the  whole  world  into  one  universal  rational,  honorable, 
most  friendly  brotherhood. 

Kings,  and  the  priestoeracy,  have  broken  up  the  world^s  brotherhood  by  usurpatioo, 
and  monopoly,  among  themselves,  and  no  doubt,  have  secretly  gloated  at  the  peculiar 
faith  mock-aoction  farces. 

As  one  little  Jew  peculiar  nation  is  to  the  whole  earth,  so  is  their  peculiar  faitb  in 
ratio  to  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  and  its  bibles  all  absurd,  incredible  and  bla^hemous,  that  desecrate 
God's  functions  and  creation,  are  due  to  the  degraded  regime  of  stupid,  abominable 
ignorance,  and  despotism,  that  profits  thereby.  As  go  despotisms  most  certainly,  bo  fo 
adl  their  machinery,  as  state  faiths,  and  their  livings,  bibles,  and  all  tliat  fatten  on  the 
spoils  of  the  people,  the  world,  who  are  defrauded,  contemned  and  laughed  at,  as  fooled. 
Who  could  expect  less  than  opposition  from  all  the  tribe,  that  is  so  unprincipled  1 

All  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  kill  each  others'  faith. 

Do  not  adopt  any  peculiar  faiths  that  arise  from  the  school  of  ignorance  and  fraod, 
that  cause  the  priestoeracy  to  support  it  by  sophistry  and  falsehood,  the  people  to  main- 
taia  it  by  sectarian  hatred  and  conflicts,  to  teach  children  the  same,  to  the  disgrace  ef 
parents. 

There  is  no  peace,  nor  can  there  be,  between  the  different  peculiar  faith  people. 
Und^r  the  influence  of  peculiar  faith,  bigotry,  an  unmitigated  vassal  of  usurpation,  ruas 
through  all  the  social  rights,  a  curse  to  man's  character  and  the  world. 

Peculiar  faith  will  create  millions  of  peculiar  lies.  What  but  the  silence  of  their 
churches  must  follow  ?  Stop  the  desecration  of  morals  and  religion,  that  are  too  holy 
for  preachers  and  churches.  They  are  the  holy  property  of  mind.  I  will  do  church- 
men justice,  as  possessors  of  mind,  what  they  do  not  do  themselves,  their  souls,  minds 
nor  God,  justice  in  the  first  best  capacity.  If  all  will  carry  out  uniformly  the  unity  of 
God,  then  they  will  act  consistently  with  truth  and  facts. 

Peculiar  faith  takes  away  mind's  merits  and  worth,  and  presents  in  the  eclipse  of 
mind,  the  darkest  storms  of  fanaticism.  Religion  cannot  possibly  arouse  up  the  storms 
of  the  world's  conflicts,  for  she  calms  and  soothes  men's  passions  by  the  most  legitimjU* 
rationality. 

She  holds  all  peculiar  faith  in  abeyance,  as  a  vile  caricature,  a  detestable,  contempti- 
ble demagogism.  And  all  its  bigots  will  carry  out  their  infamous  conspiracies  upon  ihe 
rigrhts  of  mind,  the  conservative  principles  of  the  universe. 

Peculiar  faith  talks  of  idols  of  heathens,  the  outside  barbarians,  under  the  dictation 
of  its  priestoeracy.  What  odds  does  it  make  whether  the  idols  be  of  stone  or  flebh, 
whether  manufactured  by  hands  employed  in  statuary,  or  fiction  of  imagination? 
Whether  books  called  bibles,  or  images  of  any  kind  ?  VVhether  the  polytheism  has 
many  gods,  four  or  three  ?  Whether  in  America  or  Europe,  Asia  or  Africa,  India, 
China  or  Japan,  whether  called  Christian  or  Pagan,  heathen  inside  or  out,  backwoods 
or  forewoods,  Intrbarians  ? 

Who  tO'day,  is  defender  of  the  faith  1  What  faith  1  Peculiar  faith.  That  is  » 
piracy  on  religion,  a  petty  larceny. 

The  spirit  of  perjury  is  extensively  diflfused  throughout  the  world.  Why  is  this! 
Because  the  foundation  of  truth  is  not  permitted  to  take  her  legitimate  sway  in  rational 
mind.     This  is  the  evil  that  peculiar  faith  diffuses  over  the  world. 

The  proper  and  efficient  system  must  be  established,  to  abate  the  abominable  worU- 
nuisance  of  peculiar  faith.  That  is  the  world-wide  legislation  on  principles,  and  that 
is  religion.  What  a  conviction  is  forced  on  the  world,  that  has  been  harassed  its  a^ 
by  peculiar  faith  difficulties,  that  rational  religion  alone  will  vanquish  the  whole  pro- 
position. 

As  to  the  intelligent  people  of  the  United  States,  they  have  not  investigated  the  sub- 
ject of  peculiar  faith,  being  scared  oflf  by  the  ministers,  the  priestoeracy.  '  Let  this 
matter  be  wisely  diBcussed.  All  good  men,  whether  deceived  priestoeracy  or  not,  ought 
to  seek  consultation  of  mind's  light  by  the  best  investigation,  and  drop  their  errors,  if 
discovered,  or  adhere  to  truths. 
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Whal  aTe  the  crimes,  the  taints,  spots  foul  and  reeking  with  gore  of  peculiar  fadth  t 
She  commenced  with  human'  sacrifices  as  her  8|>oils,  the  weak,  those  in  the  way  of 
others,  and  thus  her  infuriated  morbid  appetite  reeking  with  gore,  cried  for  more.  She 
slaughtered  millions  of  adults.  Did  she  ever  sacrifice  in  America  ?  Yes,  among  the 
outside  and  inside  barbarians,  in  every  land.  She  erected  the  demon^s  altar,  and  Chris- 
tians presided,  and  horridly  did  they  perform  the  oblation,  for  two  hundred  victims  were 
the  offer !  That  was  not  all — that  is  not  all — ^that  will  not  be  all.  They  have  sacri- 
ficed all  ov«r  the  earth.  The  only  protection  to  man  is  through  rational  mind,  rational 
religion.  Send  missionaries  to  Pagans.  Let  missionaries  be  sent  to  Christians.  As 
k)ng  as  the  demon  peculiar  faith  stalks  over  the  earth,  in  Christian,  Mormon,  Jewish, 
Mahommedan,  Brahminical,  Bhuddist  or  any  other  cloak,  man's  life,  property,  reputa- 
tion, conscience,  religion,  is  not  safe.  All  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  demon.  Pake 
rational  education  away,  and  man  must  see,  for  roan  will  feel.  Toleration  goes,  and 
intoleration  with  her  base  proscriptions  ensue.  Let  the  last  strong  hold  of  gigantic 
world^sophistry,  be  dissolved,  before  the  light  of  the  Creator.  How  curious  is  it,  that 
the  world  with  all  its  mental  improvement,  adheres  to  the  juggler's  superstition  of  all 
peculiar  faiths,  and  think  that  they  are  something.  Why  does  not  every  wise  patriot 
in  the  world,  rise  in  the  majesty  of  rational  intellect,  and  put  it  down  ?  Because 
hitherto,  it  was  only  a  change  of  peculiar  faith,  for  some  other  as  iniquitous.  They 
are  all  flagitious,  and  will  be  superseded  by  rational  religion,  the  only  thing  to  sustain 
the  perfection  of  laws  and  the  proper  position  of  mankind. 

The  rational  soul  could  not  receive  any  of  the  pretended  gifts  of  peculiar  faith,  with 
all  their  bribes,  no  matter  what  the  slander  of  human  nature  by  sycophants,  that  every 
man  has  his  price.     But  the  priestocracy  affect  spiritual  faith. 

Peculiar  faith  has  no  kind  of  religion,  therefore  it  has  none  spiritual.  She  is  a  potent 
engine  of  deception  and  injury  to  the  world  ;  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  handle,  both  for 
professor  and  the  world  on  which  it  is  used. 

All  peculiar  faith,  as  Christianity,  Mormonism,  &c.,  is  sordid  sectarianism..  All  that 
is  valuable  is  under  the  banner  of  rational  religion.  Analyze  peculiar  faith. — All  that  it  is 
worth  is  the  borrowed,  yet  ever  unacknowledged  capital  oi  rational  religion,  the  balance 
is  its  own  peculiar  vices.  Its  virtues  are  those  of  rational  religion,  its  vices  and  their 
results  are  its  own.  Who  would  own  such  for  a  slave  1  Peculiar  faith  has  filled  the 
world  with  iniquity,  dissension,  and  ungodly  antagonism,  perfectly  irreconcilable  for 
ever. 

No  peculiar  faith  people  can  convict  another  clearly.  They  are  all  equal,  but  have 
to  bow  to  the  majesty  of  monotheism,  that  convicts  them  all  of  petty  larceny  on  her 
domains.  Why  are  the  Jews  silenced  ?  They  are  not  allowed  to  speak  in  their  own 
rights.  What  verdant  people ;  when  all  might  act  as  men,  honestly  and  truthfully,  in 
rational  religion.  The  peculiar  faith  tuition  can  never  teach  the  world  its  duty,  for  it 
has  not  the  elements. 

To  whom  can  mind  apply?  To  peculiar  faith,  that  has  wronged  it  so  much,  and 
crushed  its  rights  ?  All  peculiar  faith  people  miserably  neglect  impiously  the  word  of 
God.  There  ib  no  evidence  but  what  is  rational.  God  is  the  only  standard  in  all  this 
matter. 

CoaT«raion  is  necessarily  rational.  Profession  of  faith,  is  it?  The  operation  of  the 
spirit  is  so  powerful,  as  some  pretend,  as  to  cause  the  hysterical  to  faint,  jerk,  &c. 

Who  is  at  fault,  the  preachers  that  preach,  or  the  smart  people  who  desire  it  ?  Will 
you,  good  citizens,  pay  a  preacher  to  help  cheat  you  with  the  most  wily  sophistry,  and 
Loth  cheat  your  God;  no,  that  cannot  be  done  ;  cheat  yourselves,  truly.  You  have  to 
admit  that  it  was  bad  faith  that  set  the  Christiaas  and  Mahommedans  togetlier  in  arms 
for  two  centuries. 

Now,  what  is  that  which  keeps  you  Christians  from  a  feeling  well  disposed  towards 
the  Jew,  Mormon,  and  Mahommedan,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Gentile  on  the  other? 
Because  of  the  sectarian  spirit  wherewith  you  were  inducted  into  your  church,  the  vile 
spirit  of  antagonism  to  rational  religion  and  the  unity  of  God.  In  all  peculiar  faith 
there  ib  no  intrinsic  religion. 

These  peculiar  faiths  commenced  in  the  deepest  comintions  with  false  pretences  in 
oiacles,  auguries  at  first,  and  have  become  worse  steeped  in  guilt  as  they  have  grown 
older.  They  have  some  plausible  sophisty,  if  they  had  not  God^s  only. universal  word 
contradictiog  themselves  the  world  over. '  Peculiar  faith  makes  polytheists,  who  make 
atheists.  Rational  religion  makes  monotheists.  !Every  peculiar  faith  has  degraded 
the  God  of  the  universe.  Not  at  all ;  they  ha^e  blasphemed  him  and  degraded  them- 
selves, sohstitutiftg  their  peculiar  imbecile  god  therefor.  How  long  will  the  people  hure 
ibem  to  do  so  much  wrong  ? 

As  to  peculiar  faith,  wliich  is  to  believe  any  things  the  priests  told,  that  is  too  un- 
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civilized,  too  peculiar,  for  my  mind,  constituted  as  it  is,  for  the  reception  of  unirerse 
facts,  to  believe  or  know.  The  present  age  needs  civilization  and  religion,  not  peculiar 
faith  nor  its  ignoble  priestocracy. 

What  is  the  difference  between  Jewish  idolatry  and  peculiar  faith,  human  sacrifices, 
butchery  of  mind,  and  those  of  other  nations  ?  There  is  no  history  in  peculiar  faith  as 
Christianity,  it  is  all  story.  All  peculiar  faith  is  totally  unprincipled.  Peculiar  faith, 
like  a  base  usurper,  is  not  grateful  to  mind,  that  she  has  conspired  against  in  all  ages  and 
governments.  The  world  dues  not  need  any  more  church  or  world  idolatry,  to  ruin 
mind  by  the  sopliistry  of  peculiar  faith. 

Superstition  is  dovetailed  with  ignorance,  both  of  which  must  be  removed  by  rational 
education,  the  great  world  lever.  All  bibles  are  buUt  up  by  superstition  and  ignorance, 
and  retained  by  bigotry  and  absolutism.  Peculiar  faith  of  the  world  is  dead  through  ra- 
tional mind,  and  it  is  for  the  American  people  to  act  first  in  the  burial,  the  sooner  the 
better,  that  the  world  may  reach  an  equitable  distribution  of  its  own  rightful  perquisites. 
Peculiar  faith  is  destructive,  cannot  be  conservative,  it  is  a  doll,  a  vulgar  and  dangerous 
plaything.  It  is  a  humbug,  as  irresponsible  power  of  all  kinds  is  a  humbug ;  so  also  is 
military  prowess  piracies  of  all  kinds.  What  can  the  world-freemen  care  for  peculiar 
faith,  the  world^s  deceiver,  enemy  and  curse  ?  The  world  has  been  fooled  and  injured 
by  it  long  enough,  to  banish  all  such  to  non-entity,  by  rational  education. 

These  peculiar  faith  people,  Romanists  and  Mahommedans,  bullied  the  world,  Asia, 
Europe  and  Africa,  for  nearly  200  years,  producing  the  worst  of  fanatical  wars,  blood- 
shed and  massacres.  What  they  did,  their  posterity  can  do,would  do,  but  for  mind  that  re- 
bukes them.  We  need  not  go  out  of  our  own  country.  The  puritans  drove  the  quakers  and 
baptists  away.  The  Christians  drove  the  Mormons  out  of  Missouri,  Illinois,  to  the 
western  wilderness.  Did  the  Egyptians  drive  the  Jews  out  of  Egypt,  to  the  Arabian 
wilderness  ?  That  is  the  question  ?  Now  if  the  Mormons  had  had  equal  numbers,  the 
world  might  have  seen  bloodshed  for  centuries.  As  it  is,  who  can  answer  for  the  re- 
sult ?    When  did  peculiar  faitli  absolve  itself  from  power,  without  compulsion  ? 

Leave  off  all  the  pretences.  Poor  bigoted  villages — ^yet  cities  are  made  up  of  Tillages 
-^that  is  the  world.  Let  the  potency  of  rational  mind  rise  in  its  might.  Persons  must 
be  weak  minded,  to  adopt  any  peculiar  faith.  It  shows  a  vitiated  depraved  taste,  to 
seek  error,  as  all  such  faith  unquestionably  is.  The  world  has  to  avoid  most  clearly, 
soul-smugglers.  I  consider  all  peculiar  faith  nonplused.  The  priestocracy  have  intro- 
duced a  harlot  before  the  world  for  religion,  and  the  two  first  have  destroyed  millions 
of  the  people  and  deranged  with  mad  superstition.  Give  us  religion,  and  remove  all 
these  the  tarthest  from  us.     Do  not  give  us  absurd  copies,  or  copyists. 

Who  could  trust  their  rights  willingly  with  one  who  would  deliberately  affect  that 
faith  as  an  equivalent  for  credulity,  was  a  governing  principle.  The  present  peculiar 
faiths  are  permitted  by  sufferance,  not  received.  I  would  not  commit  myself  to  a  cause 
that  could  not  defend  itself,  and  that  required  sophistry  to  deceive  its  adherents.  The 
andents  could  not  distinguish  between  individuality  and  peculiarity, in  their  polytheism. 
The  Jews  were  as  bad  as  any,  and  the  adopting  moderns  are  still  worse. 

As  to  getting  religion,  the  notions  of  all  Uie  pulpit  sophists,  the  priestocracy,  through 
their  peculiar  faiths,  are  positively  absurd.  How  can  one  get  what  is  not  elementary, 
not  there — a  non-entity  1  Polytheists  and  atheists  cannot  defend  one  single  point  of 
their  peculiar  faith,  for  both  stand  peculiarly  affected  to  the  God  of  the  universe.  All 
that  they  du  is  to  uphold  all  by  sophistry,  false  pretences,  the  curse  instead  of  mind*s 
blessings.  What  perfect  absurdity  is  there  respecting  these  would-be  world-guardians^ 
when  they  are  destroying  their  own  best  prospects  by  their  own  perversions  ?  But 
what  if  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  go  wrong,  how  can  the  matter  be  remedied,  with- 
out a  right  and  competent  standard  1  How  came  all  to  differ  so  exceedingly,  if  there 
were  a  right  standard  ?  Suppose  one  is  not  baptized  right,  ye  rigid  sticklers,  what  if 
false  preachers,  as  some  baptists,  have  been  excluded  the  pulpit  afier  baptism  of  others. 
Was  that  valid  ?  This  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  only  competent,  because 
only  proper  tribunal,  rational  mind^s  supreme  functions.  The  whole  family  of  peculiar 
faiths  is  a  desperate  set  of  fraud-mongers,  manufacturers,  and  inventors.  You  empe- 
rors, brothers  of  the  moon,  in  your  lunacy  of  peculiar  faith,  pontiffs,  you  are  held  in 
abeyance  to  the  religion  of  God,  who  estimates  man  not  for  brief  authority,  but  fox 
personal  merits.  None  of  you  can  govern  yoursdves  right,  much  less  your  people. 
Resign,  and  act  like  men,  not  as  world-impostors.  Down,  all  ye  priestocracy  absolu 
tists  and  all,  in  your  vilest,  basest  ignorance.  How  many  forms  of  peculiar  faith-super 
stition,  as  Millerism,  have  deranged  people  ? 

Peculiar  faith  will  not  do  for  any  government  of  mankind,  as  all  the  world  absolutely 
needs  Monotheism.  The  social  circle  is  cut  up  by  sectarians,  overrun  by  secret  socie- 
ties.    Peculiar  faith  is  dangerous  to  the  world. 
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The  world  is  fanatic  enough,  but  it  was  as  much  as  a  inan^s  life  was  worth  to  oppose 
the  ancient  faith.  Now  he  is  looked  upon  as  accursed — recently  he  was  burnt  at  the 
inquisitorial  stake,  and  in  the  times  of  Moses,  as  Kbrah  and  the  nobles,  their  lives  paid 
awful  forfeits  for  defence  of  popular  rights  by  proper  discussion.  Is  this  the  truth  on 
whi'7h  the  gospel  has  been  admitted,  when  blood  was  the  forfeit  for  its  resistance.  At 
first  and  last,  blood  and  sophistry  were  its  defences.  The  dynasty  of  the  priestocracy 
IS  f'elouious  and  despotic  in  the  extreme,  that  offers  up  human  sacrifices  in  the  ignorant 
a^r.'s  of  the  world,  and  keeps  it,  when  mind  knows  better,  bound  as  a  vassal  to  the 
ccciirsed  car  of  superstition,  bigotry,  and  sophistry. 

Do  not  disturb  this  faith,  as  it  has  a  hold.  That  is  the  doctrine  of  monopoly  and 
usurpation.  What  is  worse,  Jew-bibles,  faiths,  priestocracy,  or  the  council-smuggling 
o;*  hiblcs,  or  the  priestocracy-smuggling  of  sophistry  ever  since?  As  to  socirty  of 
Aruericans,  people  think  such,  protection ;  truly  none  is,  unless  principles  are  uniformly 
adopted. 

I'hc  spirit  of  peculiar  faiths  is  demon,  arising  from  perversion  of  mind  peculiarly 
act'^d  on.  All  such  must  be  corrected  by  the  spirit,  soul,  religion,  that  evolves  high- 
toned  sentiments,  and  the  manly  actions  becoming  the  light  of  mind.  What  would  the 
world  be  at  any  time,  now  or  for  the  future,  but  for  enlightened  public  opinion,  that 
keeps  down  the  power  of  peculiar  faith  and  malign  influence  ?  Mind  in  its  best  ration- 
ality must  be  ever  invoked  by  the  liberal  spirit  of  mankind,  the  world,  to  protect  against 
bible-clans  and  absolutism-bullies,  above  all  the  covert,  concealed,  insidious,  ensnaring 
priestocracy-treachery. 

The  vulgar  idea  of  keeping  the  people  out  of  the  only  means,  philosophy  and  science, 
which  are  keys  to  detect  all  false  faiths,  is  a  doctrine  of  the  jugglers  of  mind,  the  priest- 
ocracy. What  good  will  false  positions  of  faith  and  morals  do  the  world  ?  Abolish 
all  such,  as  bad  faith  and  injurious  morals,  to  the  whole  world.  Let  them  be  blown 
sky-high.  Of  all  the  absurd  talk  that  ever  was  uttered,  this  thing  of  faith,  the  food  of 
the  designing  priestocracy,  beats  all.  There  is  no  sense,  truth,  or  honesty,  in  it.  It  is 
the  craziest,  most  rickety  sophistry  of  all  the  world  sophistry. 

Mind  needs  the  highest  improvement  of  mind,  acting  on  mind,  instead  of  that  false 
pretence  of  self-sufficiency  claimed  by  the  priestocracy,  who  affect  the  perfection  of 
tboir  old  rickety  bible  ;  that  is  all  the  reason,  despite  of  all  these  miscreants,  in  the 
progress  of  mind^s  expansion,  why  the  modern  peculiar  faith  excels  the  ancient,  being 
a  nearer  approach  to  monotheism,  as  to  all  improvement  most  rational.  Now  there  is 
no  reason  to  delay  the  full  improvement  at  once,  in  discarding  all  peculiar  faiths,  as  a 
world  cancer  or  incubus,  an  ignis  fatuus.  There  can  be  no  distrust  of  religion,  but 
there  is  of  all  peculiar  faiths.  There  is  no  hope  but  on  facts,  as  faith.  Any  rational 
mind  knows  that  no  peculiar  faith-bible  can  be  sustained,  and  if  any  member  chose  to 
have  joined  the  church  without  knowing  anything  about  it,  that  is  another  question ; 
that  is  his  difficulty.  Peculiar  faith  enabled  the  absolutists  to  carry  out  their  base  de- 
sigiLS  better.  The  Druids,  who  were  priests,  commanded  the  people  in  all  things. 
They  sacrificed  human  beings  to  any  amount.  Of  course  they  were  savages.  All  the 
excesses  of  temple  expenses,  are  robberies  of  the  proper  world  treasure.  The  world 
requires  justice  to  the  people,  not  a  vain  and  idle  idolatry.  All  peculiar  faith  is  analo- 
gous and  untrue.  How  many  wars  have  not  been  excited  in  all  coimtries,  for  peculiar 
(kith,  miscalled  sacred  ? 

The  world  has  groaned  under  them,  for  centuries.  Greece  can  tell  the  hor- 
rid tale,  that  her  liberty  was  desecrated  to  that  unholy  spirit,  and  was  swept  away 
by  Philip,  king  of  Macedon.  What  cares  peculiar  faith  for  victimizing  mankina, 
barbarizing  him,  so  she  gets  her  ungodly  aims  ?  Sacred  wars.  Accursed  were  they, 
indeed. 

Will  you  sacrifice  yourself,  soul,  highest  interests,  religion,  God,  to  peculiar  faith  and 
myrmidons  of  any  kind,  no  matter  the  name,  that  are  entirely  worthless  1  There  is  but 
one  religion,  and  that  is  rational,  and  that  you  can  only  have  by  one  universal  Creator, 
too  powerful  for  a  messiah,  too  pure  for  a  priestocracy.  Nicholas  and  Chinese  empe- 
ror, lama,  pope,  and  papa,  bishops,  and  all  the  tribe,  you  make  yourselves  lower  than 
men,  to  be  one  of  the  priestocracy,  and  prate  about  faith  that  is  the  foulest  blot  on  man's 
mind,  the  craziest  of  all  thoughts.  Do  not  desert  religion  for  peculiar  faith.  It  is  not 
opinion  nor  any  peculiarity  that  is  to  prevail,  in  regard  to  the  bible 

All  are  matters  of  facts,  not  opinions  or  manufactured  faith.  The  change  cannot  be 
contemplated,  when  the  certainty  is  fixed.  Peculiar  faith  bibles  have  nothing  to  do 
with  religion,  no  more  than  counterfeits  have  with  the  currency. 

Let  the  world,  mankind,  decide  on  what  is  religion,  and  their  deed,  by  a  firm  resolve, 
a  done.  Religion  is  a  practicable  universe  problem,  while  peculiar  faith  is  nothing, 
trading  on  false  pretences,  fabe  capital,  and  in  a  constant  false  position. 
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The  vriW  indomitable,  arising  from  free  agency  of  mind,  is  tliat  to  meet  the  religious 
solution.  You  speak  of  enemies  to  the  Christian  or  peculiar  faith  ?  How  came  you 
an  advocate  of  any  such  faith,  but  by  the  devices  of  man,  tory,  traitor,  deserter,  base, 
execrable  deserter,  to  monotheism,  pure  rational  religion  ?  You  talk  of  its  defects,  who 
have  no  religion.  Why,  sir,  monotheism  has  no  defects  that  you,  deserter,  ought  not  be 
ashamed  to  help  to  remedy,  when  arising  from  imperfect  state  of  mind,  that  much  short 
of  rationality.  Is  Japan  partly  cut  out  by  priestocracy  sectarianism  from  most  of  the 
world  ?  While  rational  religion  exalts  the  world  il»  all  its  highest  expansions  of  great- 
ness and  magnanimity,  peculiar  faith  debauches  and  ruins.  The  world  has  no  need  of 
the  last,  while  it  has  to  pay  bounden  duty  to  the  first. 

The  contingency  of  peculiar  faith  depends  on  peculiar  education,  both  monsters  of 
iniquity,  that  can  be  anything  and  everything  as  dark  ages  permit,  and  cannot  possibly 
form  any  part  of  the  uniform  possession  of  religious  elements  in  every  mind.  Peculiar 
faith  debauches  mind,  but  religion  enlarges  and  liberalizes  it  to  its  sublimest  expansioa 
of  rationality. 

The  first  does  not  enable  mind  to  reach  the  true  resources  of  man's  intended  position 
m  the  universe,  and  must  be  dropped  as  utterly  faithless  and  worthless.  If  any  peculiar 
faith  was  true  revelation  the  whole  world  could  not  be  kept  from  it,  as  part  of  the  func- 
tions of  mind.  On  that  view,  then,  rational  religion  should  secure  rational  minds.  So 
it  does,  in  proportion  to  the  rationality  of  mind.  That  is  certain.  This  subject  is 
exhaustless,  and  impregnable  by  peculiar  faith  in  every  iota,  that  has  been  effectually 
exhausted,  and  only  proves  the  assaulters  impious  traitors  to  Gnd  and  mind. 

Dispensations  is'  it  that  the  peculiar  faith  advocates  claim,  and  that  always  the  last. 
The  Christians  took  precedence  of  the  Jews,  who  doubtlessly  had  theirs  of  their  older 
neighbors.  Next,  the  Mahometans  take  precedence  of  their  predecessors,  with  the 
doctrine  "  to  fight  for  the  faith  was  an  act  of  obedience  to  God."  Since  then,  the  Mor- 
mons are  the  orthodox,  but  all  hold  on  to  their  faith  or  their  interest. 

How  many  hiindrcds  of  years  has  England  been  harassed  between  factions  of  con- 
tending faiths,  neither  party  having  aught  but  peculiar  interests  and  motives  in  view  1 
In  what  country  have  not  the  bitterest  feuds  prevailed  respecting  peculiar  faith  ?  All 
the  large  grand  divisions  of  the  world  have  sustained  the  deepest,  bitterest  feuds.  France 
has  had  her  portion  ;  India,  England,  China,  even  free  America.  And  how  often  have 
countries  had  to  change  their  peculiar  faiths !  Of  all  the  most  atrocious  butchenes 
of  the  world,  that  of  Paris  was  the  most  barbarous,  not  less  than  of  70,000  people. 
Now,  can  any  one  inform  the  world  that  such  was  one  iota  for  religion,  but  that  it  was 
just  tlie  reverse  ?  Peculiar  faitli  brutalizes  and  debauches  mind,  while  rational  religion 
commands,  civilizes,  enlarges,  and  ennobles  its  faculties.  Not  but  pure  rational  religion 
and  mind  prevent  the  false  claimants,  the  peculiar  faith  people  from  constantly  agitating- 
and  deranging  the  world  ;  thus  the  whole  of  mankind  must  see  that  they  constitute  not 
only  the  duty  but  the  highest  only  protection  in  mind's  especial  providence. 

What  are  the  court  faith  and  Romanists  now  doing  in  England,  that  has  had.  such 
dissensions  for  centuries  ?  Now  most  of  peculiar  faith  people  are  perfectly  psychologized 
in  all  the  self-delusions  of  bible  follies. 

What  a  miserable  framework  of  society,  the  people  of  free  governments  are  slaves 
thereby  to  superstition,  all  in  abeyance  to  perjury  to  swear  to  it, — Traitors,  if  not  sup- 
porters ;  hypocrites,  if  not  sincere  ;   and  perjurers,  if  upholders  and  endorsers. 

The  world  cannot  be  too  guarded  against  all  the  evils  of  peculiar  education,  that  kills 
off  billions  of  the  human  family.  Peculiar  faith  bibles  were  to  fool  and  cheat  the  world, 
mankind  with. 

Good,  honest,  truthful  citizens,  do  you  want  such  ?  Will  you  endorse  your  character 
worse  than  your  worst  enemies  can  do  that  ?  What  can  you  be  thinking  of,  to  despoil 
your  own  soul  of  its  God-creation  birth-right,  the  elements  of  religion,  for  robbers  and 
pirates,  the  priestocracy  ? 

You  church  vassal,  what  are  you,  though  in  name  a  freeman  ?  Would  you  refuse 
to-day  the  exposure  of  peculiar  faith,  tory-like,  to  have  your  selfish  folly  concealed  1 
You  nelp  to  fool  yourself  in  helping  cheat  the  world  out  of  right  government  and  reli* 
gion.  Think  of  that,  emperors  of  vast  empires.  You  present  mockeries  not  worth 
trash.  Peculiar  faith  approaches  the  most  masterly  of  all  supreme  sublime  subjects, 
and  has  been  mistaken  in  all  past  ages,  even  the  present,  for  religion.  This  subject  has 
not  been  analyzed,  and  now  only  proves  a  more  exalted  state  of  rational  mind,  progres- 
sing to  an  indefinite  series  of  liappier  solutions,  the  mighty  creation-gifts  of  a  perfect 
Almighty.  What  can  polytheists,  who  are  crazy  about  peculiar  faith,  know  of 
religion  1 

Atheists  are  deranged  about  nature.  All  their  tribes  will  be  dissolved,  when  religion 
will  be  self-portrayed  as  indissoluble  to  all  eternity.    The  bibles  of  all  peculiar  faith  are 
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necessarily  the  most  arrant  forgeries  and  false  pretences.  Now,  will  not  the  world 
have  to  sustain,  as  long  as  it  permits  such,  all  their  combinations  and  collusions  to 
maintain  the  whole  swindling  operations  ?  There  are  some  members  of  the  peculiar 
■  faith  persuasion,  even  members  of  the  church,  that  are  not  corrupted  by  the  association. 
Some  people  at  first  know  not  how  to  decide  respecting  their  faith,  and  only  had  as  all 
the  world  had  it.  by  peculiar  education  ;  hence  their  motives  cannot  be  impugned.  Let 
not  your  vulgar  peculiar  faith  pollute  the  soul  of  man  in  any  respect,  nor*  let  its  bibles 
taint  his  lips,  nor  its  demoralization  influence  his  actions. 

What  a  monster  is  peculiar  faith,  reeking  in  bloody,  murderous  sacrifices  of  those 
sacrificing,  in  place  of  religion,  that  consecrates  the  pure  soul  to  God — ^tliat,  with  the 
universe-problem,  consecrates  the  souPs  immortality.  I  impeach  all  peculiar  faiths 
IS  the  most  murderous  and  blasphemous  trilling  witli  souls  or  minds. 

All  peculiar  faith  doctrines  cause  the  world  to  be  still  in  barbarism,  to  build  barbarian 
walls  around  nations,  families,  and  though  Christ  did  not  draw  the  sword,  his  followers 
have  too  awfully  done  so,  and  that  not  for  two  hundred,  but  nearer  two  thousand  years, 
and  will  for  two  millions,  if  mind  will  permit.  Now,  the  world-problem  must  be  solved 
by  mind  in  sincerity  of  soul  and  zeal  of  spirit.  Take  away  Christianity  and  Mormon- 
ism,  Mahommedanism  and  Judaism,  Brahminism  and  Bhuddish  peculiar  faith  from  man, 
the  world,  mankind,  and  how  can  any  quarrel  1  How  many  peculiar  faith  people  act 
outrageously  wrong  at  times  ?  What  better  can  be  expected  when  churches  present 
no  principles  by  peculiar  doctrines.  Do  not  blame  the  churches,  but  the  priestocracy, 
who,  if  they  do  not  know  better,  ought  for  that  reason  to  quit  the  pulpit  as  a  case  of 
hopeless  ignorance,  and  if  they  do,  they  should  quit  for  want  of  honesty ;  they  should 
quit  any  how. 

It  is  utterly  absurd  to  expect  aught  of  peculiar  faith  but  the  base  elements  that  injure 
(he  world.  It  is  impossible  for  peculiar  faith,  that  is  conceived  in  fraud,  to  do  good. 
Give  no  excuse  for  felony.  The  world  has  no  excuse  nor  apology  for  peculiar  faith  or 
its  bibles,  as  rational  religion  is  the  only  proper  basis. 

As  to  peace  conventions,  you  may  have  them  to  eternity,  but  if  you  do  not  take  away 
this  earth-curse,  peculiar  faith,  you  cannot  get  a  brotherhood.  Take  all  such  away, 
and  the  mighty  question  is  solved,  for  the  world  will  rush  to  it.  The  proper  choice  of 
life  calling  should  l^e  made,  that  no  reproach  be  sustained. 

Sectarians  reproach  each  other  with  charges  of  spurious  and  corrupt  faith.  God 
help  all  such,  when  the  whole  faith  is  counterfeit.  Stop  this  deliberate  fraud,  this  sac- 
rifii^e  of  principle,  this  means  of  hypocrisy  or  duping,  for  intelligent  preachers  cannot 
believe  what  is  preached. 

I  protest  against  all  flimsy  reforms  of  peculiar  faiths,  as  nothing  short  of  entire  utter 
expulsion  will  do.  Rational  education  is  the  only  very  thing  to  accomplish  it  fully. 
Let  the  youthful  mind  be  fully  instructed  in  science,  then  it  can  choose  for  itself.  What 
kind  of  morals  has  this  kind  of  faith,  when  all  the  preachers  are  smuggled  impostors  on 
the  world,  without  any  license  at  all. 

All  the  peculiar  faiths  in  the  world,  cannot  demonstrate  the  first  part  of  God 
Almighty. 

It  is  your  fault  and  crime  that  your  audience  cannot  subscribe  to  your  doctrine. 
Give  up  all  such  ignoble  policy,  and  let  monotheism  teach  you  and  them.  Your  poly- 
theism furnishes  the  paternity  to  atheism.  You  are  doubly  accountable  for  both  sins. 
Your  denial  of  the  last  does  not  absolve  you,  when  you  are  guilty  of  the  iniquities  of 
the  first.  It  is  your  caricature  of  God,  that  forces  the  revolting  and  disgusting  picture 
on  mankind.  The  people  are  to  blame  when  they  can  rightly  investigate  for  their 
imbecile  credulity  in  all  such  characters. 

The  very  primary  possession  of  God's  perfection,  precludes  all  peculiar  bibles,  all 
covenants  thereof.  What  is  light  ?  Is  it  not  a  universal  attribute  ?  Is  discovery  of 
alt  science  at  an  end,  consummated  ?     Hence  I  ask  correction  for  faith  fallacies. 

When  was  any  fanaticism  ever  routed,  but  that  it  aspersed  the  means  that  did  it? 
When  truth  is  violated  for  fanatical  origin,  it  will  be  murdered  for  its  propagation.  A 
code  of  monotheism  declares  that  no  ultraisms  should  be  advanced. 

Peculiar  faith  engenders  fanaticism  of  itself  odious.  Do  fanatics  hate  the  taking  the 
life  of  opponents?  That  is  disproved  by  their  bloody  world  butcheries.  Do  they 
ever  forgive  1     They  hate  and  war  in  proportion  to  their  bigotry,  &c. 

How,  Christian  or  Mormon,  Jew  or  Mahommedan,  can  you  exclude  all  other  peculiar 
£Liths,  unless  by  rational  principles  that  exclude  your  own  ?  How  can  you  exclude  the 
xtheist? 

Give  peculiar  faith  power,  and  whether  Romanist  or  Protestant,  it  will  vindictively, 
ferociously  and  piratically  use  it,  desecrating  religion  of  principles,  whether  in  Massa- 
chasetts,  Sweden,  or  the  world,  killing  hundreds  to  niillions  of  innocent  children. 
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women  and  men,  their  own  fellow  citizens  for  witches,  expelling  others  for  their  fafth, 
or  destroying  them,  whetlier  in  Connecticut,  voting  tlie  poor  Indians  out  of  their  peace- 
able possessions  of  lands  and  themselves  in,  as  the  saints  of  their  peculiar  god,  prevent- 
ing mothers  from  kissing  tlieir  babes  on  Sunday,  and  other  outrageous  deeds,  or  whether 
in  South  and  Central  America,  destroying  millions  of  Indians  because  they  wero 
heretics. 

When  the  black  catalogue  of  the  peculiar  bible  pirates  shall  be  unfolded,  then  we  see 
the  most  abominable  of  all  worldly  abominations. 

Faith  revealed  by  barbarian  Jews :  will  that  do  for  us  ?  Polytheist,  how  can  yon 
talk  of  conscience  and  morals,  when  you  have  neither  truth  nor  honesty  in  your  plat« 
form? 

You  call  yourselves  reformers  and  ProtestantsofCathoIics,  why  not  reform  yourselves 
out  of  all  the  vicious  dogmas  ?  Why  protest  against  a  part  ?  If  Catholic,  why  do 
you  cut  up  the  social  world  into  fragments  ?  Why  cannot  you  establish  universal 
Catholicism  ?     Because  you  cannot  change  universal  principles  to  peculiar  dogmas. 

The  ways  of  peculiar  faith  that  does  not  answer  to  the  mind  or  world^s  demand,  are 
delinquent.  If  its  bibles  were  true,  truth  conquers ;  but  if  untrue,  as  proved,  the  advo- 
cates should  do  justice  to  truth  in  rejecting  them.  The  figurative  language  of  all 
peculiar  bibles,  fills  the  vacuum  of  imposition.  Too  much  of  it  is  made  to  mean,  as 
the  guesser  intimates. 

Peculiar  faith  gives  us  the  trash  of  men,  not  the  pure  intrinsic  blessings  of  religion. 
It  trades  on  the  capital  of  monotheism,  and  then  acts  the  assassin.  All  peculiar  faiths 
are  instrumentalities,  as  far  as  they  comport  with  monotheism,  with  the  exalted  religion 
of  principles.  They  may  seek  to  appropriate  it,  but  they  will  be  scouted  and  defeated 
in  the  ignoble  attempt.  They  may  clothe  their  intentions  in  all  kinds  of  false  colors, 
bedeck  them  with  all  kinds  of  garments,  still  they  will  be  disclosed,  and  will,  in  the  tide 
of  time,  be  exposed  as  usurpers,  and  monopolists.  Religion  has  stamped  in  her  acta 
the  full  character  of  universality,  while  peculiar  faitli  has  only  a  temporary  and  fading 
locality,  and  that  in  spots,  that  blur  and  disgrace  the  originator  and  followers,  as  the 
vassals  of  untruth.     Peculiar  faith  has  nothing  to  commend  her  hideous  deformity. 

If  any  good  be  ascribed  to  her  deeds,  it  is  because  they  are  misunderstood.  If  any 
value  be  attached  to  the  crusades,  they  can  be  met  as  too  expensi\e,  for  the  drama  is 
bloodshed  of  millions  of  victims,  and  virtue  and  religion  were  mocked  and  defied. 

However  all  peculiar  faiths  fill  the  pockets  of  the  priestocracy,  still  they  can  never 
rise  to  the  dignity  of  religion,  nor  possess  its  richest  purest  gifts  to  mind  or  soul. 

Their  divinities  are  all  daubs  by  the  vulgar  hands  of  the  priestocracy.  They  are 
neither  human  nor  divine,  for  they  are  fanatically  inhuman.  Their  highest  apprecia- 
tions of  their  impostor-masters,  fall  short  of  the  noble  principles  of  deity.  Peculiar 
faiths  are  incompetent  to  draw  the  proper  distinctions  between  the  elements  of  virtue 
and  vice,  and  pander  to  all  the  worst  fanaticisms  of  reckless  enthusiasm.  They  are 
ignorant  of  the  noblest  purposes  of  creation  of  mind  and  soul,  and  pander  to  the  ignoble 
fables  of  peculiar  bibles. 

Wliat  peculiar  claims  has  any  peculiar  faith  ?  Has  Romanism  1  Look  at  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  Asiatics  as  the  Faqueers.  Peculiar  faitli  has  no  principles.  As  regards 
Protestants  finding  fault  with  those  of  the  Roman  church  for  idols,  have  not  both,  and 
all  such  followers  of  peculiar  faith,  the  rankest  idols,  as  bibles,  faith,  and  church  ? 
Who  were  the  ancient  people  but  serfs,  and  vassals,  that  dared  not  think  for  themselves, 
having  but  little  means  of  investigation,  few  books,  and  little  learning  ? 

The  religion  of  principles  impeaches  all  peculiar  faith,  and  its  bibles,  all  emanating 
from  paganism. 

Peculiar  faith  is  the  vile  offspring  of  superstition  and  toiyism — ^treachery.  Do  yon 
wish  to  be  right  ?  Religion  addresses  itself  to  the  whole  man,  through  mind  the  most 
rational.  The  absurdities  of  peculiar  faith  are  endless.  They  only  have  doctrines,  no 
principles. 

The  church,  peculiar  faith  and  bibles,  have  bullied  the  world,  and  driven  much  of  it 
to  the  rankest  infidelity  to  God  the  Creator. 

Where  is  an  enlightened  philanthropy,  when  peculiar  faith  always  makes  fragments 
of  society  first,  and  of  itself  afterwards,  while  religion  establishes  a  universal  brother- 
hood, and  confirms  for  eternity  1 

W  hat  are  morals  and  faith  built  on  false  bibles  worth  ?  They  never  can  reach  the 
dignity  of  religion,  a  holy  element  of  mind's  purity  and  excellence. 

reculiar  faith  has  to  yield  up  its  tory  doctrines  to  the  religion  of  principles.  It  is 
treacherous  to  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number,  that  is  all. 

The  teachings  of  all  peculiar  bibles  and  faith,  clash  with  principles,  that  rule  thorn 
out,  aa  demoralizing  and  libelous  on  nature  and  nature's  God. 
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Peenliar  faith  shiTers  society  into  fragments,  while  religion  builds  up  a  harmonious 
brotherhood  of  this  world,  prepared  to  greet  those  of  all  other  planets  of  the  universe. 
The  peculiar  faithites  should  surrender  their  commissions  that  are  false,  and  their 
churches  should  be  made  schools  for  religious  discussion  and  rational  education. 

Peculiar  faith  advances  only  peculiar  doctrines,  while  religion,  the  sublime  consum- 
mation of  all  duty,  is  the  evolution  of  universal  principles. 

While  the  first  never  can  attain  the  last,  the  last  never  descends,  condescends  to  the 
first. 
The  world  must  start  right  or  not  at  all. 

Whom  does  peculiar  faith  suit  best,  hysterical  old  women  and  imbecile  men,  afraid  to 
investigate  the  indelible  truths  of  Monotheism  ? 
All  peculiar  bibles  have  their  peculiar  faith,  peculiar  causes,  antagonistic  to  religion. 
What  can  you  get  by  exchange  of  all  the  first  for  the  kst  ?    The  highest  purposes 
of  creation. 

The  Mormons,  &c.,  are  religious  not  because  they  are  Mormons,  but  because  they 
have  the  elements  of  rational  religion.  None  but  Monotheism  will  answer  as  God 
intended,  since  all  others,  as  peculiar  faiths,  the  peculiar  policies  of  vain  and  ambitious 
man,  have  been  fully  trieA,  and  are  self-convicted  as  peculiar  curses.  There  were 
thousands  of  bibles  more  than  nations,  for  the  Romans  had  many,  so  did  the  Greeks, 
the  Egyptians.  What  do  we  need  of  them,  their  documents,  when  their  oeople,  as  the 
Jews,  were  below  the  scale  of  civilization  ?  All  were  idolatrous,  and  their  bibles 
represent  that  idolatry.  They  of  course  do  not  teach  religion,  that  has  been  advancing 
all  the  time  by  God*s  universal  means  of  mind.  It  is  ail  wicked  nonsense  to  adopt  such. 
Is  not  peculiar  faith  the  result  of  peculiar  education,  then  a  man  is  Christian,  Pagan, 
Jew,  or  Mormon,  as  peculiarly  taught  ?  What,  then,  is  to  correct  him,  but  rational 
rehgion,  that  gets  the  only  proper  standard  from  the  unity  of  God  1  Coldness  of  faith, 
amounts  to  coldness,  poverty,  want  of  truth  and  facts. 

How  convenient  are  mystery,  faith,  &c.,  yet  how  disgusting  and  contemptible  is  the 
sophistry  that  employs  them.  Is  the  cunning  bigot,  bigot  because  he  revokes  the  ration- 
ality of  his  mind,  aware  how  much  he  cheats  his  omu  immortal  soul,  when  he  is  con- 
ceitedly seeking  to  evade  and  equivocate  on  the  valid  and  unanswerable  objections  of 
monotheism  ?  When  the  sophist  is  cornered,  then  he  does  not  understand  the  scriptures. 
Does  he  go  for  rational  understanding ;  does  he  speak  rationally  and  understandingly, 
or  does  he  equivocate  to  commit  himself -to  the  falsehoods  of  the  priestocracy  ?  The 
man  who  equivocates  about  religion  is  ineffably  stupid. 

Will  you  force  the  conscience  of  children  in  not  only  doubtful  but  false  positions  1 
What  crime. 

^o  country,  no  matter  how  much  thought  to  be  a  republic,  can  be  entirely  civilized 
or  free  where  liberal  discussion  cannot  be  duly  had  to  investigate  and  exercise  the  first 
principles  of  religion,  &c. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  necessarily  behind  the  science  of  the  times. 
As  all  peculiar  faiths  are  utterly  false,  their  advocacy  is  dishonest  and  dishonorable. 
What  effrontery  in  their  priestocracy.  that  chide  and  berate  their  gods. 
Prayers  to  God  are  dictation  of  mind. 

Peculiar  faith  brutalizes  mind  and  libels  the  God  of  the  universe.  The  degraded 
murderer,  Moses,  upbraids  and  rebukes  his  own  god  !     His  idol. 

Take  away  all  the  whimsical  vicious  shackles  of  the  social  framework  of  faith  that  is 
peculiar,  and  let  faith,  the  rational  monotheism,  the  reality,  supplant  as  she  will  poly- 
theism and  atheism,  the  shadows.     Pursue  all  that  is  legitimate. 

Can  anything  but  peculiar  faiths  beget  fanaticism  ?  Can  a  hysterical  woman  reason 
comprehensively  ?  She  causes  the  doubt  by  her  perverseness,  when  mind  compromises 
itself  and  dearest,  noblest  interests  of  soul  for  bibles  of  peculiar  trash. 

The  funniest  part  of  peculiar  faith  is,  that  each  adherent  quarrels  with  the  others  about 
the  untruths,  and  they  are  all  hostile,  and  act  like  people  that  lived  in  glass  houses. 
The  truth  could  not  make  them  do  this.  Their  faith  cannot  cause  them  to  see  princi- 
ples, for  which  they  have  mistaken  untruths. 

Man's  passions  are  natural,  and  are  liable  to  perversions  and  perverted  enjoyments. 
Now,  what  is  to  restrain  them  as  lust,  murder,  and  above  all,  revenge,  that  is  so  sweet  ? 
Atheism  follows  blind  nature,  the  apparent  plane,  and  a  mere  custom  of  faith  rules  poly- 
theism. What  is  to  correct  all  this  ?  Comprehend  all  the  dark  and  defective  points  of 
both,  and  see  where  they  tend.  All  these  are,  with  their  codes  or  bibles,  most  peculiar, 
most  contemptible,  below  criticism,  were  it  not  for  the  social  evils  executed  by  them. 
Their  subsequents  falsify  their  position,  and  commit  suicide  of  all,  murder  all.  Nothing 
but  rational  religion,  ever  referable  to  its  standard,  is  immutable  and  conservative  on 
principles.     All  peculiar  faiths  are  nuisances  to  society,  the  intellectual  religion  of 
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monotheism.  How  can  the  world  get  rid  of  any  peculiar  that  is  allied  to  the  state  or 
clique  influence. 

8ee  what  a  host,  a  countless  family  of  nuisances  from  peculiar  faith,  as  Judaism,  &c. 

It  is  a  vast  crime,  not  less  than  sacrilege,  to  misunderstand  peculiar  faith  fur  religion. 
God  has  given  full  evidence  of  himself  in  the  universe,  the  fault  is  in  mind's  peculiar 
perverseness,  &c.  So  far  from  man  falling,  it  was  the  fall  of  the  pricstocracy,  who 
fabricated  the  fable  of  man's  fall. 

What  interest  have  the  sovereign  people  of  the  world  in  peculiar  faithj  that  makes 
hypocrites  and  knaves?  She  is  a  horrid  deformity  and  base  speculation  in  all  the  pre- 
tensions of  the  pricstocracy.  All  peculiar  bibles  have  no  platform,  while  that  of  religion 
stands  on  the  platform  of  the  universe.  Where  was  the  world  thousands  of  years  before 
the  institution  of  all* such  malign  influences?  Whe^e  was  Christian  conservation  the 
eighth  century,  under  the  supremacy  of  Saracen  Mahommedan  learning  ?  How  dare 
any  tory  peculiar  faithite  assume  one  iota  of  merit,  when  his  faith's  demerits  are  those 
of  the  impostor? 

Peculiar  faith  is  separable  from  mind's  organization,  and  alien  to  it,  while  religion  of 
principles,  a  totally  different  gifl,  is  the  only  sure  guide,  as  the  reflector  of  the  universe 
creator,  to  mind  to  form  and  insure  the  perfect  soul.  Peculiar  faith  fills  the  world  with 
sycophants  and  hypocrites,  vassals  to  untruth  and  dishonesty — governed  as  time-servers 
for  timely  policies.  Is  this  religion  that  acts  independently  of  all  such  trash,  ennobled 
as  she  is  by  divine  institutions — love  to  God — justice  to  man,  to  whom  she  presents  the 
hope  of  best  future  bliss?  Can  bigots  change?  No  persons  wise  and  prudent  should 
compromit  their  dignity  in  expecting  reason  from  fanatical  bigots,  who  subvert  reason 
by  miserable  peculiar  trash,  and  are,  tory -like,  pledged  to  uphold  it  at  the  world's  expense. 
If  peculiar  faithites  were  to  act  in  good  faith  to  religion,  they  would  resign  all  the  false 
pretences  of  such  faiths,  and  act  under  the  auspices  of  religion.  She  should  make  a 
gentleman  complete,  in  all  the  refined  courtesies  and  intellectual  duties  in  life. 

Why  are  so  many  liars  in  the  world — so  false  and  dishonest  ?  Because  the  frame- 
work of  society  identified  with  peculiar  faith,  is  thus  predicated. ' 

These  are  the  forfeits  that  vice  pays  to  virtue,  faith  to  religion,  after  all  the  disguises 
of  brief  authority  and  despotism  now  exposed.  The  advocates  of  all  peculiar  faiths  are 
not  at  all  entitled  to  the  term  of  infidels  for  their  opponents  who  conscientiously  disbe- 
lieve their  bibles,  as  they  themselves  are  in  the  light  of  impostors  till  they  demonstrate 
their  own  position. 

Religion  is  the  supremacy  of  principle  to  the  majesty  of  which,  peculiar  faith  should 
bow  as  long  as  reason  is  in  the  ascendant.     Infidel  to  what?  Falsehood,  or  Truth  ? 

Of  course  if  your  peculiar  bible  is  destitute  of  truth  and  proof,  there  is  no  infidelity, 
but  the  bible  is  an  imposture,  and  the  makers,  aiders  and  abettors  are  impostors.  All 
the  illegitimate  tribes  of  peculiar  faiths  are  absolutely  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  the  world.  The  miserable  frame-work  of  society  predicated  on  false  pretences 
of  bibles,  cause  deception  and  hypocrisy,  and  that  enables  the  intelligent  to  see  that  there 
are  no  real  foundations  to  all  such,  and  the  profligate  of  these  seeing  that,  act  as  if  ex« 
empt  from  all  social,  moral  and  religious  restraints. 

Can  there  be  a  worse  code  than  that  of  the  ecclesiastics  who  are  unworthy  of  such 
office  before  the  people  if  they  knew  no  better,  and  most  certainly  unworthy  of  all  such 
if  they  do,  being  ignoramuses  in  the  first,  and  deceivers  in  the  second.  The  sooner  all 
such  are  got  rid  of  the  better,  as  the  cause  of  religion  is  injured  by  them  all  the  time. 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  inanities,  non-entities,  direct  impositions,  of  course  all  their 
agents  act  impostors.  Analyze  them  as  you  will,  still  they  have  no  intrinsic  religion  or 
inherent  merit — not  a  particle. 

Why  cannot  the  world  learn  to  tell  the  truth  in  religion,  and  not  turn  traitor  to  itself 
in  its  own  best  interests — is  it  possible  that  it  submits  to  be  swindled  so  easily,  by  all 
such  false  pretences  ?  Put  all  that  go  to  build  up  false  faiths,  to  rear  the  most  splendid 
fabric  to  philanthropy  and  humanity. 

Only  think  of  the  family  bible  of  peculiar  faith !  It  had  best  be  called  the  family 
folly  of  peculiar  credulity,  a  nothingariness  for  religion  surely.  Its  inspirations  are  all 
false.  Peculiar  faith  confessional,  hurries  the  pricstocracy  to  the  worst  of  impiety.  Is 
the  world  determined  to  be  imposed  on  ?  Then  let  it  keep  up  the  peculiar  faith  no 
matter  the  name,  and  its  impostors. 

The  best  of  all  things,  the  purity  of  your  conscience,  is  surrendered  to  those  that 
violate  its  holiest  functions.  Never  violate  conscience  for  all  the  priestocracies  in  the 
world.  The  peculiar  faithites  are  disposed  to  abuse  their  best  friends  for  peculiar 
exploded  bibles,  a  libel  on  God,  mind  and  religion. 

Calvin  is  adored  by  his  followers,  murderer  as  he  was.  Reformed  peeuliar  faith  ! 
The  only  way  to  reform  all  such  is  to  exclude  it  altogether  from  mind. 
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Why  do  all  peculiar  faith  advocates  bring  forth  trivial  matters,  when  they  fly  the 
only  essential,  an  indubitable  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  their  scriptures  ?  Why  will 
they  not,  as  gentlemen,  quit  their  sophist  tiieme,  never  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction 
of  any  gentleman  1  Whence  did  all  peculiar  faiths  get  their  bibles  ?  Out  of  the  lying 
priestocracy.  The  diflference  between  any  peculiar  faiths,  Roman  or  protestant,  Chris- 
tianity or  Judaism,  is  nothing,  when  all  are  positively  pagan,  utterly  false  before 
religion.  That  they  call  religion  has  no  truth  ;  monotheism  presents  the  only  infallible 
authority  to  rational  mind,  acting  on  the  unity  of  the  Creator. 

The  best  argument  of  fallacy,  or  that  destroys  the  whole  position,  is  furnished  by  one 
peculiar  faith  against  all  the  rest.  Come,  priestocracies,  all  to  the  proofs  of  your 
peculiar  bibles,  that  if  given  decide  the  question,  but  if  not  proved,  as  they  cannot  be, 
estop  you  and  your  commission,  so  much  so  that  you  are  disgraced  to  appear  at  all  more 
Id  the  pulpit. 

As  peculiar  faith  people  have  resorted  to  thousands  of  tricks  in  the  invention  and 
fabrication  of  their  bibles,  or  oracle-codes,  as  the  ancient  priestocracy  universally  did, 
they  have  had  to  adopt  all  the  ingenuity  imaginable  to  carry  them  thoroughly  out  or 
through.  The  doctrine  of  mental  reserve  is  that  permitted,  adopted,  advised  by 
churches.  What  can  be  a  greater  perjury,  except  the  perjury  of  making  their  bibles, 
for  the  other  is  only  the  consistent  performance  of  it. 

Mind,  that  has  been  espoused  into  the  adoption  of  the  scriptures  of  peculiar  faith, 
has  been  libeled,  bribed,  seduced  or  bewildered.  The  world-scars  show  the  marks  of 
,  peculiar  faith  persecutions  all  over  it.  All  peculiar  faiths  commit  sacrilege  on  mono- 
theisjoi.  A  convention  of  all  the  sectarians  would  destroy  all  polytheism,  and  establish 
atheism  on  its  ruins,  unless  they  could  hear  the  voice  of  reason,  as  monotheism  arrests 
all  this  fanaticism.  Peculiar  faith  is  murderous  and  corrupt.  AH  sectarians,  and  they 
are  all  so  universally,  that  feign,  adopt  or  advocate  peculiar  faith,  go  for  trash,  trifles. 

However  churchmen  affect  to  be  infallible  or  orthodox,  their  position  is  entirely  that 
of  peculiar  faith  that  has  no  infallibility,  purity  or  religion.  I  concede  to  all  church 
sincere  people,  seeking  their  supposed  souPs  salvation,  all  proper  deference  to  good 
motives  and  sincerity  of  good  faith,  but  candidly  declare  to  them  that  they  have  adopted 
a  false  bad  faith  to  preserve  it,  which  the  sooner  laid  aside  the  better.  They  are  in  the 
foulest  crowd,  that  has  taken  the  worst  advantage  of  them. 

Morals,  religion  and  world's  good  are  all  unsafe  in  the  keeping  of  all  such  bibles  and 
people. 

How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  there  is  no  proper  capital  for  principles  that  are 
vitally  conservative  for,  or  bind  the  universe  together  ?  The  only  thing  that  commends 
monotheism  is,  that  she  is  the  true  exponent  of  religion,  the  only  conservative  of  a 
-world^s  morals. 

Let  then  all  church  people,  that  are  sincere  in  good  faith,  come  forward  to  tliis  only 
right  platform,  and  secure  all  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  that  is  all. 

Peculiar  faithites  are  incomparably  worse  than  infidel^  and  atheists.  Are  not  their 
peculiar  bibles  the  base  of  many  evils  ?  They  have  no  honorable,  rational  proof  at  all 
established  of  such  pretences,  and  all  this  can  be  most  easily  demonstrated  to  rational 
mind,  on  the  clearest  principles,  rules  and  nature  of  evidence. 

There  can  be  no  rational  honorable  difliculty,  on  this  point.  And  yet  these  people 
persist  in  imposing  their  counterfeits  on  a  credulous  people.  They  must  know  them 
counterfeit. 

Would  you  cheat  or  swindle  mind  for  a  false  faith,  to  benefit  false  teachers,  world 
sophists,  the  priestocr^y  ?  God  forbid — rational  mind  forbid.  Act  for  mind,  mankind, 
the  Creator. 

The  world  should  not  go  it  blind,  as  to  peculiar  faith.  When  the  advocates  of  pecu- 
liar faith  speak  of  principles,  they  should  know  that  such  faith  and  principles  are  per- 
fectly incompatible. 

The  question  is  not  to  find  out  anything  of  recent  revelations,  as  the  one  contempo- 
rary with  creation  was  the  only  one,  and  that  was  by  and  through  the  universe.  As  to 
revelations,  that  is  most  absurd,  for  they  can  be  pretended  and  renewed  all  the  time. 
There  is  no  end  to  all  such  cursed  foolishness. 

God's  plans  are  being  perfected  on  conservative  principles,  and  time  on  their  execu- 
tion reveals  the  facts. 

How  are  you  to  comprehend  all  rational  minds,  within  the  pale  of  safety  ?  Are  you 
to  wait  for  their  peculiar  conversion  to  peculiar  faiths,  that  is  doctrines  or  pretences, 
with  some  impostor  their  head,  and  some  church  their  demagogue,  or  adopt  the  religion 
of  principles,  which  alone  guide  and  govern  the  universe  forever?  All  peculiar  faiths 
are  but  editions  of  each  other,  all  from  oracle-mongers,  the  pretended  soothsayers 
and  augurs ;  the  Jew  or  Christian  no  better  than  the  Egyptian  or  Persian.     They  are 
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all  pagan  to  religion — all  idol-worship,  scenting  of  priests  and  priestesses — rile  im- 
postors. 

It  is  not  only  the  good  faith  that  rules,  hut  action  on  that  faith.  There  can  be  but 
two  kinds  of  faith,  good  and  bad ;  the  first  universal,  the  last,  peculiar  faith,  that  is  made  by 
peculiar  education.  Universal  faith  is  by  God,  for  mind.  Peculiar  faith  usurps  that  of  God, 
gives  a  false  construction  to  things,  propagates  false  doctrines  and  tenets,  and  produces 
-bad  actions,  evils  of  opinions  and  feuds ;  of  course,  never  can  be  right.  A  roan,  with 
such  faith,  to  talk  of  getting  religion  !  Such  a  fellow  has  not  foot-hold,  much  less  a 
platform,  for  religion.  Religion  is  of  the  soul,  while  peculiar  faith  may  be  of  the  heart! 
as  the  advocates  pretend. 

All  peculiar  faith  people  make  imperfect  gods  equal  to  no  gods,  for  they  are  the 
pricstocracy*s  gods,  and  none  else ;  hence  they  play  into  the  hands  of  the  atheists,  and 
affect  passion  for  their  own  imbecility.  But  sophists  never  know  what  is  right,  and 
bigots  cannot  change,  if  bigots.  What  a  hopeful  pair  !  The  bigot  refers  you  to  the 
book,  the  bible.  Why  sol  Because  of  prophecies  and  miracles.  But  there  are 
neither  miracles  nor  prophecies,  for  they  are  all  lies.  All  the  old  soothsayers  and  au- 
gurs of  all  nations  pretended  to  all  these  ;  but  they,  of  course,  were  frauds,  to  tickle  the 
credulity  of  simpletons,  willing  to  be  fooled. 

Is  there  anything  lovely  or  novel  in  pecular  faith,  that  had  its  drama  in  every  ancient 
nation,  the  world's  age  ?  Is  it  because  it  divided  the  Jews  into  sects,  old  Jews  and 
Christians,  and  has  set  much  of  the  world  together  by  the  ears  for  eighteen  centuries, 
as  pretended  in  era,  and  likely  to  keep  all  in  commotion  for  its  period  of  existence,  un- 
til it  wears  itself  out  ? 

Long  afler  the  existence  of  man,  priestocracy  and  tyrants  rose,  and  devised  this  cor- 
rupt and  despotic  thing,  this  blasphemy  on  religion,  this  begetter  of  sectarianisms,  pecu- 
liar faith,  and  sacrificed  mind  to  its  heathenish  and  bloody  dogmas,  its  horrid  statutes. 
How  are  we  to  get  out  of  the  maze,  labyrinth  of  errors  and  false  doctrines  ?  By  the 
brightest  standard  of  reason,  the  supreme  standard  of  Deity,  and  the  proper  exercise  of 
mind. 

The  world  is  pointed  out  the  advocate  of  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  in  monarchies,  as 
if  that  proved  anything,  but  that  such  were  tories  to  mind,  if  they  knew  their  subject, 
and  so  much  the  worse  are  their  imitators  in  republics,  that  were  traitors  as  tories  to 
mind,  when  they  were  instituted  to  free  mind.  Such  are  vassals  indeed.  All  the 
ancient  nations  had  their  peculiar  faith,  and  of  course  their  bibles  or  codes  of  that 
faith,  oral,  or  written,  all  analogous,  all  at  war  with  nature's  God. 

The  moderns,  more  silly,  through  their  more  stupid  priestocracy,  have  adopted  them, 
instead  of  analyzing  for  themselves,  and  eliciting  God-written  monotheism,  the  holiest 
conservative  of  mind. 

With  all  polytheists  who  can  do  nothing  without  the  priestocracy,  the  last  formed 
a  part  and  parcel,  inseparable  froni  polytheism,  for  their  dictates  are  part  of  the  decrees. 
It  was  so  in  Judaism,  it  is  emphatically  in  papacy,  the  more  imperial  the  more  despotic. 
Now  all  peculiar  faiths,  all  lies  and  pretences,  have  been  policies  or  kind  of  tory  govern- 
ment of  mankind. 

There  is  only  one  constituent  in  faith,  that  makes  it  good,  namely,  that  of  truth,  for 
if  it  be  false,  it  is  bad  faith,  and  unworthy  of  mind. 

Now  the  advocates  of  all  peculiar  faith  are  bound  to  demonstrate  this  essence  of  its 
vital  existence,  or  be  denounced  as  impostors.  No  wonder  they  assail  the  disbelievers 
as  infidels,  when  they  seek  to  hide  their  impostor  character  by  this  vile  cheat  and 
charlatanry.  Lies  are  dangerous  for  faith-makers  and  smugglers,  in  all  the  depart- 
ments of  mind,  that  can  expose  them  as  felons. 

Let  all  peculiar  Bibles,  Jew,  Christian,  Mahommedan,  Mormon,  Brahmin,  Bhuddist, 
or  Atheist,  as  exploded,  lie  in  the  tomb  of  all  nonsense,  error  and  imposition.  Do  not 
let  the  foolhardiness  of  any  modern  disentomb  them.  The  world  must  trust  to  prin- 
ciples, not  fallible  human  nature.  This  is  the  proper  and  only  protection  entrusted  and 
vouchsafed  by  the  Creator,  who  finished  his  work  effectually  and  perfectly,  at  that 
period. 

The  standard  of  gentility  never  can  be  too  high  ;  but  may  be  too  low.  While  despot- 
isms, monarchies,  and  priestocracies,  fall  short  by  oppression  of  mind,  republics,  through 
.  monetheism,  can  bestow  it. 

The  days  of  priestocracy,  peculiar  faith,  and  mind-despotism,  monarchy,  are 
numbered. 

To  liave  the  false  position  of  peculiar  faith  of  any  name  carried  through,  the  whole 
world  must  be  swindled,  seduced !  So  far  from  adopting,  it  had  better  never  know  of  any 
such. 

Uniform  principles  for  ever  estop  peculiar  faith-bible  people  from  speaking  of  infidela. 
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As  all  peculiar  faith-dogrmas  and  bibles,  are  ignoble  failures,  endangering  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  whole  world,  it  becomes  the  paramount  duty  to  organize  on  the 
highest  God-gii^  document,  that  of  monotheism  self-demonstrative. 

This  is  due  the  constitutional  organization  of  mind,  that  must  have  all  the  benefits  of 
sublime  rationality  to  reach  its  culmination. 

If  the  world  is  endangered  in  becoming  idol-worshipper,  as  it  is  most  positively  under 
the  ignoble  guidance  of  the  delusive  doctrine  of  polytheism,  it  becomes  such  advocates 
ss  seek  the  truth  to  renounce  it,  and  all  its  errors,  and  adopt  monotheism,  and  all  its 
truth.  She  has  no  metaphysics,  no  subtleties,  no  labyrinths,  as  atheism,  and  polythe- 
ism. Bible  and  faith-peculiarities,  are  alien  to  mind — non-existent  as  facts.  Are  you 
an  American  republican  ?  On  what  principle  can  you  advocate  peculiar  faith  ?  If  you 
can  possibly  invent  any  argument  that  is  applicable  to  all  tory  doctrines  of  universal 
despotism,  and  resolvable  into  sophism.  The  last  faith-discoverer  is  the  true  latter-day 
saints,  and  that  may  be  the  very  last  speaker,  alias  impostor.  If  the  metal  is  a  base 
alloy,  of  course  all  the  currency  must  partake  of  that  character. 

Why  do  you,  so  careful  in  business,  permit  illicit  traffic  in  peculiar  faith,  that  was 
originally  smuggled,  and  never  has  paid  the  tariff  to  truth,  when  the  perpetrators  are 
swindling  priestocracy  ?  Peculiar  faith,  its  bibles  and  priestocracy  go  into  the  sordid 
speculations  of  earth,  while  monotheism  soars  to  the  loftiest  arch  of  religion.  Well, 
says  the  enthusiast,  I  will  die  in  the  faith.  Good,  if  he  will  let  it  be  pure  and  good,  not 
idiotic,  bad  faith,  not  a  faithless  doctrine  to  blind  and  stupify  dupes. 

What  are  the  statistics  of  peculiar  faith  1  Her  various  wars  of  bloody  deeds  and 
costly  expenditures  will  disclose  the  mere  commencement  of  the  world-tragedy.  They 
are  too  great  for  the  passive  toleration  of  the  world.  The  present  light  of  the  world's 
mind  demands  the  discarding  of  all  peculiar  faith  bibles.  Social  civilization  demands 
religion.  What  but  she  can  oppose  the  mighty  avalanche  of  delusions  of  Mormonism 
and  all  peculiar  faiths?  Christianity  and  Maiiommedanism,  two  vile  sectarianisms, 
emanating  from  as  vile  a  source,  caused  the  world  peculiar  faith  accursed  wars  for  two 
centuries.  All  the  good  done  the  world  has  been  through  mind's  and  monotheism's 
capital.  Idolatry,  is  it,  that  any  of  these  sectarians  complain  of?  They  never  dream 
that  they  too,  the  best  of  them,  arc  in  mud  and  mire. 

And  sectarians  refuse,  too,  to  be  educated  in  each  other's  schools,  though  entire 
ignorance  be  the  result.     What  a  base  of  fragments ! 

Peculiar  faith  is  a  debauching  political  enginery  and  machinery  for  the  corrupt  bar- 
gain and  sale  of  souls.  This  real  treachery  to  monotheism  is  worse  than  the  pictured 
one  of  Judas. 

As  conscience  is  to  be  the  guidance  of  mind,  and  to  fulfil  this  faithful  function  must 
be  fully  enlightened,  how  can  peculiar  faith  be  trusted,  that  can  impart  no  such  light  ? 

All  analysts  can  well  appreciate  that  it  arose  in  the  dark  ages  of  most  stupid  igno- 
rance and  bigotry,  when  there  were  few  or  no  books,  and  those  the  works  of  sophists ; 
when  there  were  few  readers  and  still  fewer  writers.  Most  books  were  perverted  from 
truth  to  suit  the  miserable  reign  of  terror,  or  misrule  of  despotism,  the  vagaries  of  blind 
faith.  Now,  when  most  can  argue,  reason  on  facts  of  science,  on  the  mind-platform  of 
liberty,  peculiar  faitli,  that  affects  to  be  all  light  herself,  imposes  her  bibles  as  the  per- 
petual barrier  to  religion's  rational  progress. 

Down  with  all  the  peculiar  faiths  and  their  books ;  they  are  all  felons,  tories. 

The  commissions  in  peculiar  faiths  are  most  detestable,  and  beyond  all  mental  endu- 
rance short  of  conservative  correction.  There  are  many  people,  and  they  are  myriads, 
revoking  all  faith,  allegiance  to  peculiar  institutions,  that  need  the  firm  conviction  of 
rational  conservation.  It  is  these  that  are  inhibited  from  proper  deeds  by  the  odious, 
brutal  expulsion  of  religious  principles  by  such  faiths. 

There  are  many  people  revoking  all  faith,  allegiance  to  religion  as  it  is  called  impro- 
perly, yet  evincing  most  clearly  by  their  actions  that  they  are  actuated  by  God-given 
elements.  All  this  must  be  looked  at  and  analyzed.  Separate  priestocracics  from 
religion  in  profession,  as  they  are  utterly  incompatible.  Define  peculiar  faith  as  mono- 
theism positively  defines  it,  no  religion  at  all.  Monotheisim  is  divinely  authorized,  as 
thai  is  a  God-written  document,  self-evident  in  the  universe. 

There  can  be  but  two  classes  of  believers,  those,  deceivers  or  deceived.  Which 
is  which,  reason  declares.  What  is  the  world  to  you  if  you  have  no  confidence  in 
its  faith,  and  what  can  impart  confidence,  short  of  conservative  principles?  The 
world  people  are  made  to  ostracize  each  other  through  peculiar  faith,  when  the  whole 
universe  cannot  be  disunited  in  religion,  the  universal  civilizer,  refiner. 

The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  wish. to  put  down  all  others  but  their  own.  Now  let 
them  first  put  down  their  own  peculiar  faith  follies,  and  then  they  can  act  rightfully 
for  All,  in  putting  down  all.     'Tis  idle  to  cry  Mormonism  or  Judaism,  when  the  professor 
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adopts  Christianity.  Let  all  the  world  peculiar  faith  yield  to  monotheism,  the  God- 
written,  not  man-written  document. 

All  the  councils  ecclesiastical,  are  smuggling  circles.  Peculiar  faith  smuggles  her 
dynasty  of  the  priestocracy.  There  is  no  sense  in  peculiar  faith  preaching,  as  there  is 
no  virtue  in  the  faith.  Let  us  have  none  of  such,  to  have  no  world-butcheries  or  mas- 
sacres prematurely.     Let  us  have  no  such  horrible  feud. 

Peculiar  faith  will  fall  more  and  more  into  disrepute,  as  science  advances  in  the 
world.  Let  all  proper  purposes  be  carried  out,  while  all  improper  ones  should  be  carried 
off. 

All  peculiar  faiths  have  been  basely  smuggled,  palmed  upon  the  world  by  despots  and 
their  minions.  Is  there  one  plan  or  base  of  such  operations,  but  have  been  fashioned  by 
despotism  or  fanaticism  ? 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  a  failure  to  promote  social,  moral  and  religious  law  and  order, 
but  give  general  hypocrisy  or  dupery  to  the  world.  Why  is  all  this  ?  Because  they 
all  are  faithless,  have  no  good  faith  or  intention  to  act  up  to  religion,  the  quintessence 
of  good  faith. 

The  people,  mind,  already  possesses  the  right  elements,  that  peculiar  faith  cannot 
evoke,  but  monotheism  can.  Now  the  world  should  be  prepared  in  cultivating  what  it 
possesses,  qualified  to  do  full  and  ample  justice  to  all  the  universal  demands  m^de  on 
it,  and  anticipate  in  fact  all  such.  'The  victory  is  assured  to  monotheism  over  all  the 
vices,  and  can  never  be  to  peculiar  faith  that  is  unworthy  the  confidence  or  countenance 
of  a  single  mind  the  world  over.  For  God's  and  mind's  sake,  spare  the  world  the  silly 
and  felonious  invasion  of  peculiar  faith,  that  fills  mankind  with  countless  absurd  imposi- 
tions and  mock  pretences. 

No  wonder  the  smugglers  of  peculiar  faith  should  seek  to  excommunicate  all  other 
faiths  not  congenial  to  their  own,  but  when  they  do  all  this  in  the  establishment  of  their 
own,  to  the  exclusion  of  monotheism,  they  have  committed  tlie  most  heinous  blasphemy, 
and  have  ruined  the  world  and  mind,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  of  the  holy  essence  of 
religion,  for  they  meddle  with  a  God-written  document.  The  advocates  of  peculiar 
faith  have  sacrificed  religion  to  their  faith. 

The  best  rites  of  peculiar  faith,  are  a  mockery  of  religion,  as  masses  for  the  repose  of 
souls,  and  money  to  rescue  them  from  purgatory.  What  a  mercenary  prostitution  of 
the  agent  souls  who  thus  commit  sacrilege  and  blasphemy. 

Tlie  mysteries  of  the  ancients  consecrated  peculiar  faiths,  and  subtle  metaphysics 
inveigled,  befogged  the  community  into  their  enthusiastic  support.  As  all  the  virtues 
of  peculiar  faith  are  from  monotheism  God-wrilten,  the  advocates  must  not  sacrifice 
ungratefully,  religion  to  their  peculiar  faith.  The  very  existence  of  peculiar  faith  is  a 
nuisance  to  the  world,  as  it  is  the  ostracism  of  rational  religion.  But  which  of  all 
faiths  peculiar,  has  the  firm  undoubted  position  ?  None — they  arc  all  weak  on  an  un- 
tenable basis.  Christians  are  no  more  than  all  other  peculiar  faiths  people.  They  all 
doubt,  because  they  have  no  basis  of  their  own  ;  it  is  all  in  that  of  rational  religion, 
what  they  have  of  it.  But  how  is  it  possible  that  so  many  can  be  mistaken,  and  especi- 
ally those  devoted  to  sincerity  and  truth,  cannot  speak  the  truth  on  this  subject  1  Be- 
cause they  are  certainly  mistaken,  and  seek  to  be  consistent,  declare  for  what  they  do 
not  know.  They  use  faith-sophistry,  a  sin  indeed,  and  to  prevent  the  proper  recogni- 
tion, the  priestocracy-faith-perjurers,  conspire  against  all  means  to  disabuse  the  world 
on  this  subject.  What  is  certain,  all  peculiar  faiths  corrupt  the  minds  of  the  people,  as 
all  other  depotisms. 

Peculiar  faith  reflects  the  vices  of  perverted  mind,  and  positively  libels  Deity,  the 
Creator. 

She  is  delible,  whereas  religion  is  indelible.  See  the  myriads  of  peculiar  faiths  of 
the  ancients,  that  have  passed  into  oblivion  with  all  their  originators.  Nothing  of  all 
this  miserable  family  will  be  left,  when  rational  religion  triumphs  forever. 

Most  dangerous  is  peculiar  faith  every  way,  when  the  conscience  cannot  beware  too 
much  of  the  first  encroachments,  the  first  aberrations  from  rectitude,  as  the  end  may  be 
the  deepest  curse,  and  such  faiths  are  making  their  encroachments  perpetually. 

They  do  not  fear  to  sin.  Then  mind  must  eschew  peculiar  faith  as  the  greatest  sin, 
and  the  propagators  are  the  greatest  sinners. 

It  is  important  to  begin  in  time  with  rational  education  for  correct  actions,  to  conform 
the  cranium  to  mind's  organs  and  functions,  to  what  is  right,  to  fix  right  habits.  Such 
faith  pretends  to  give  us  a  bible  for  religion  :  all  such  pretences  are  utterly  false,  for  the 
bibles  are  of  peculiar  Jew  or  Christian  faith  and  pretences. 

Let  not  mind  pretend  tliat  I  am  hostile  to  it,  when  I  oppose  peculiar  faiths  that 
enslave  it — no  such  thing — as  the  bibles  bent  astronomy  to  peculiar  faith  for  many  cen- 
turies, they  eclipsed  the  universe  by  their  four  cornered  earth.     When  wares  are  offered 
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fbr  sale,  theit  qualities  are  to  be  wisely  inspected  and  recognised  by  the  interested 
purchaser ;  now  peculiar  faith  is  essentially  of  this  character,  and  is  for  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder.  It  is  a  world  church-priestocracy,  state-despotism  affair  at  auction. 
Its  bibles  are  so  much  waste  paper. 

The  best  functions  of  the  soul  are  lost  on  peculiar  faith.  What  schisms,  false  doc- 
triDCs,  heresies,  and  conspiracies,  mislead  from  religion  ? 

Your  preachers  are  eternally  complaining  of  the  insuperable  difficulty  of  making  the 
people  believe  the  bible  tales — ^yes,  it  was  making  by  despotism  and  sophistry.  Get 
religion,  say  the  faithocracy.     That  is  all  trifling  nonsense,  self-delusion. 

Ail  kinds;  of  despotism  are  perishing  before  the  lights  of  rational  mind,  and  this,  its 
Tassal,  goes  with  it.  You  need  not  fear  any  opprobrium,  by  a  wise  change.  That 
change  is  Only  horrid  that  proves  want  of  principles.  The  faith  you  affect  is  sacred, 
any  how^  you  may  pretend.  It  is  not  at  all,  but  the  reverse.  You  desecrate  faith,  by 
adopting  false  pretences  that  convict  it  of  blasphemy  and  felony.  What  claim  has 
polytheism  on  the  work!  ? 

The  base  desecration  to  mind,  now,  is  peculiar  faith,  the  detestable  incarnation  repre- 
sentative of  religion.  Peculiar  faith  is  constantly  presenting  strife  of  its  own  offspring, 
spreading  disruptions  of  society,  of  itself,  its  fragments  are  alw^ays  in  view,  fragments 
first,  its  own  explosion  last. 

Freemen,  can  you  touch  this  odious  tory  ? 

Religious  education  with  peculiar  faithites  implies,  sectarian.  Religious  agitation  is 
ever  in  all  sectarian  church  and  state  countries. 

Peculiar  faith,  when  passive,  means  sectarian  bigotry ;  when  in  influence,  peculiar 
despotism. 

Who  can  be  held  responsible  for  peculiar  faith?  You,  and  to  your  own  mind,  the 
most  illustrious  embodiment.  Can  you  separate  your  physical  from  moral  and  religious 
existence  ?     Then  mind  is  bound  to  first  examine  the  principles  of  unity. 

There  are  some  excellent  people  in  peculiar  faith  churches,  and  the  only  way  that 
they  can  be  accounted  for  is,  that  they  have  been  the  least  corrupted  by  their  doctrines. 
Monotheism,  that  predominated  with  its  saving  influence,  has  saved  them,  assuredly. 
What  a  fine,  excellent  thing  it  is,  that  they  kept  their  honest,  healthful  senses,  and  had 
God,  their  creator,  to  protect  them  and  the  universe,  instead  of  man's  botches  and 
creation. 

Indeed,  well  may  they,  all  patriots  be  pleased  with  their  noble  country  and  its  illus- 
trious institutions,  that  they  can  reach  monotheism  in  its  best  purity,  whereas  in  pecu- 
liar faith  they  had  forgot,  overlooked  religion. 

WTjile  rational  mind  leaves  nothing  to  contingency,  bigotry,  the  stubborn  hybrid  of 
superstition  and  peculiar  faith  adopts  both,  and  maintains  them  with  fanaticism,  when 
infuriated. 

Religionist,  do  you  know  what  you  are  talking  of,  when  you  affect  the  company  of 
peculiar  faith  ?  That  she  is  a  bloody  tigress,  a  reckless  prostitute  of  souls,  and  that  all 
priestocracies  are  her  tools  and  menials,  herself  that  of  despotism  ? 

When  mind  is  told  to  seek  religion  under  the  auspices  of  any  peculiar  faith,  the  ad- 
vocates of  which  tell  it  that  its  efforts,  then  and  there,  have  been  crowned  with  success, 
by  their  influence,  at  that  very  moment  falsehood  and  imposition  are  asserted  by  them, 
for  false  pretences,  as  all  that  mind  possesses  is  by  its  own  inherent  faculties,  God- 
given,  and  must  be  mind-improved,  and  so  allowed.  The  imposition  and  world-dema- 
gogism  is  still  carried  farther,  when  the.  neophyte  is  enlisted  ostensibly  under  their 
peculiar  church-banner,  instead  of  ascribing,  with  most  grateful  emotion,  the  mind-exist- 
ence of  their  invaluable  gift,  then  and  there  desecrated  and  polluted  b]^  a  series  of  frauds. 

Are  not  these  tender  mercies  of  fanaticism  as  bad  as  the  domains  of  lust,  unholy 
ambition,  unbounded  avarice,  beastly  drunkenness  ?  The  worst  and  most  execrable 
deception  is  in  taking  advantage  of  emotions,  passions,  deep  recesses  of  the  souPs  in- 
nate, intrinsic  feelings,  by  unholy,  ungodly  counterfeits.  Of  all  this  the  world  has  to  be 
aware,  in  all  the  reckless  disguises  of  sophistry  and  all  its  degrading  alliances.  All 
bigotry,  in  its  best  appreciation,  is  erroneous  education,  as  it  is  a  species  of  mono- 
mania in  faith.  All  peculiar  faith  is  that  assuredly,  nothing  less,  in  the  wisest  analysis. 
In  all  this,  the  world  is  more  sinned  against  than  sinful.  i 

Deny  peculiar  faith  to  be  monomania  ?  What  is  fanaticism,  her  child,  but  of  that 
character  ?  Like  begets  like,  affinities  beget  affinities,  and  only  such.  Monotheism 
begets  or  is  rational  religion,  that  begets  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  loveliest  family  of 
mind. 

Go  to  the  widest  oceans,  the  loftiest  mountains,  the  sublimest  cataracts,  to  secure  the 
Hboral  expanse  and  impulse  of  humanity,  the  soul's  emotions,  and  to  religion,  for  the 
munificence  of  the  Creator. 
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No  peculiar  faith  dispenfies  herself  in  this  wise,  when  she  dwarfs  her  mind  in  the  at' 
tempt  against  the  God  of  the  univ  erse. 

What  she  calls  mysteries  are  metaphysics.  What  can  she  promise  the  plaintive 
and  soul  grievings,  the  remorse,  the  deep  feeling  and  anguish  tlmt  lacerate,  the  penalty- 
appreciation,  the  mental  dissatisfaction,  when  she  violates  Almighty  Providence  by 
messiahship,  a  perfect  incompatibility.  If  it  had  been  decreed  from  the  first,  as  is  pre- 
tended, then  the  complete  mission  deferred  predicating  omission  of  time  and  space,  pre- 
cludes its  perfect  character,  and  demonstrates  it  the  worst  of  all  impositions.  The 
great  holy  centre  cannot  know  peculiar  faith,  that  religious  people  will  be  ashamed  to 
mention  there.  What  is  miscalled  sacred  history  is  mostly  mind-factured,  as  all  the 
oracle-peculiar  faiths.  Mind  lias  nothing  to  do  with  cross  or  crescent,  but  soul  and  its 
religion. 

Peculiar  faith  goes  where  it  is  not  wanting,  and  can  do  no  good  anywhere,  but  harm. 
God^s  universe  rebukes  all  such.  She  daubs  everything  with  her  peculiar  sophistry  ; 
appeals  to  purses,  and  tythes,  and  peculiar  missionaries.  Peculiar  faiUi  is  ever  in  the 
rear,  with  hypocrisy  most  brazen  before  and  ignorance  behind.  Let  her  gather  her 
cliques  and  clans,  sections  and  factions  of  sections,  she  gathers  only  fragments  of  fanat- 
icism. Her  garments  are  died  in  blood.  She  carries  dissension,  distrust,  impotency, 
imbecility,  and  mortality.  Peculiar  faith  of  all  sects  and  denominations  can  be  right- 
fully branded  as  the  ungrateful  guest  of  monotheism,  the  tool  of  despots,  tory  to  consti- 
tutional liberty  and  light  of  mind.  Where  is  her  glorious  example  of  patriotism  for  this 
union  1 

In  her  disunion  and  fragments  of  churches? 

Why  cut  up  the  world  into  fragments  of  petty  societies,  cliques,  cabals  ?  The  world 
cannot  unite  too  strongly  on  religion,  its  highest  duty,  a  universal  brotherhood,  its  greatest 
interest. 

Hard  and  imperfect  is  the  tuition  of  peculiar  faith,  that*has  to  travel  too  much  over 
the  same  path. 

All  precept  should  enjoin  proper  investigation  of  all  subjects  submitted  to  mind.  Those 
submitted  for  despotism  are  different.     Is  that  not  the  bible  of  peculiar  sophistry  1 

All  the  fair  criticisms  most  legitimate  against  peculiar  faith  are  to  profit  the  mind  in 
rationality.  Peculiar  faith  cannot  establish  her  doctrines  endorsed  by  all  world-despots, 
as  she  cannot  appropriate  principles,  tlie  universe-fund  that  God  created. 

The  only  way  for  peculiar  faith  of  the  greatest  genius  to  be  eternally  founded  is  for  tliat 
genius  to  invent,  nay,  to  create  principles.  As  aU  on  this  earth  are  creatures,  proved  by 
birth,  life,  and  death,  a  vital  existence  identified  with  atmosphere,  the  whole  fabric  of 
such  faith  is  the  veriest  fraud  on  earth,  too  plain  for  a  school-boy  to  mistake.  Now, 
rational  mind  can  see  most  plainly  the  reason  and  demonstration  of  the  religion  of  prin- 
ciples, created  by  the  Almighty  Architect  of  this  universe.  That  settles  the  whole 
question  at  once  and  forever. 

Now,  mind  ought  to  be  mature  enough  to  appreciate  that  it  is  instituted  under  provi- 
dence at  creation,  as  adequate  for  all  questions  occurring  in  the  universe,  and  that  do 
peculiar  faith  can  furnish  any  materials  for  such  solution. 

Those  who  pay  homage  to  their  peculiar  god  cannot  expect  rational  minds  to  apostatize 
from  the  God  of  the  universe,  whose  supremacy  is  his  unity. 

A  pagan  always  claims  exemption  of  his  faith  from  reason,  because  honest,  truthful 
reason  condemns  all  pagan  faith  as  untruthful  in  position. 

We  expect  nothing  from  peculiar  faith,  that  only  presents  the  poorest,  the  fragments 
of  faith,  as  she  is  imbecile,  impostor,  usurper  of  good  faith  to  the  world,  mind,  universe, 
and  their  God. 

She  is  not  trustworthy ;  mind  cannot  know,  the  Creator  cannot  own,  the  universe 
cannot  trust  her.     She  is  an  outlaw,  heinous  and  demented. 

Her  bibles  are  all  pagan,  with  bloody  statutes ;  her  gods,  numberless,  are  all  fictions 
and  caricatures.  She  knows  no  true  way,  sinning  and  causing  all  her  followers  to  sin, 
causing  retributive  punishment  for  her  folly  and  crimes.  She  is  a  political  hack,  for 
her  kingdom  is  that  of  despotism,  unprincipled  in  all  things ;  she  is  of  the  earth  eartlil3% 
born  of  mind  debased,  spurious  and  illegitimate.  She  has  no  functions  for  she  has  no 
titles  thereto  in  any  respect  foisted  by  false  pretenders  ;  her  every  breath  is  mortal,  her 
every  acts  of  that  character.  Of  superstition,  she  is  brazen  as  bigotry,  seeking  for 
ambitious  power,  which  she  of  course  always  abuses. 

Her  perversion  of  mind  is  too  dangerous  for  any  one  to  be  intrusted  with  her  avail- 
able intrigues,  as  she  urges  to  perjury  as  traitors  who  called  for  perjury,  false  positions 
and  influence  sigainst  their  own  government,  to  which  they  acknowledged  no  intrinsic 
indebtedness.  Peculiar  faith  is  a  part  and  parcel  of  government  machmery,  and  is  al- 
ways dressed  in  the  garb  to  auit  the  complexion  of  the  times,  being  an  arch-eoemy  of 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


PECTJLUR  PArrH—PAGAKlSM.  Vlt 

mind,  ever  despotic,  ambitious,  thirsting  for  power.  She  is  a  dangeroas  thing  to  med- 
dle with.  Tho  world  should  never  know  her.  and  only  knows  in  its  self-delusion,  aa- 
poTHtition,  ignorance,  ruin  or  ignominy. 

Repabitcans  above  all  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  her,  as  in  despotisms  she  forces 
herself  on  mankind  and  forces  them  to  support  her  in  the  most  sumptuous  cathedrals^ 
palaces  and  the  extreme  of  tithes. 

And  her  books,  man-mind,  self-deluded,  call  those  of  religion !  What  desecration  of 
thonrrht,  what  a  prostitution  of  mind !  Religion  only  asks  of  mind  justice,  that  is  to  do 
itspjt' justice,  that  it  may  do  justice  to  her  and  through  her  beneficence  to  Grod.  This 
is  all  her  own,  but  peculiar  faith  seeks  all  that  is  not  hers,  and  grasps  all  with  her  iron 
will  that  only  asks  for  power  to  be  enforced  at  all  timft.  She  is  the  after  sight  of  per*^ 
verted  mind's  creation,  vaunts  herself  in  the  demagogism  of  affected  republicanismi 
the  greatest  friend  of  the  dear  people,  caring  for  their  souls. 

You  affect  not  to  be  amenable  to  any  of  the  obligations  of  public  opinion.  But  you 
are  to  all  social  obligations.  It  has  been  decided  that  man  rational^  is  not  mere  animal 
the  brute,  unless  peculiarities  make  you  so,  therefore  you  are  not  to  act  whilst  in  raticmal 
society  as  it  does,  for  your  sphere  is  urged  by  its  appropriate  principles  to  remain 
there.  So  you  are  bound  to  all  obligations  that  comprehension  of  principles  embraces, 
not  stopping  short  o(  the  universe.  Do  not  pretend  to  escape  the  past  follies  of  mankind, 
38  expedient.  You  thus  adopt  folly,  with  crime.  The  universe  can  no  more  rest  on 
the  isolated  principles  of  one  solar  system,  than  your  position  can  be  sustained  by  ex- 
parte  social  doctrines.  You  must  take  all,  or  none.  You  expect  most  rational  pro* 
tection  from  all  principles,  thus  you  are  bound  to  exhibit  the  best  of  good  faith  eon* 
tribution,  as  your  part  necessary  for  the  whole  consummation  of  universal  safety. 

After  all,  what  is  peculiar  faith  ?  Analysis  will  demonstrate  that  peculiar  church 
and  state-faith-despotisms,  are  inseparate  and  indivisible.  Both  are  peculiar  nuisances 
to  the  world,  and  must,  will  be  abolished  by  mind  when  liberalised  by  rationality  and  re- 
li^on,  vindicating,  asserting  its  own  immortal  dignity.  Peculiar  faith  people  follow 
the  teachers,  not  the  principles,  but  the  policy,  doctnnes  and  measures :  their  mind  is 
pdychologiaed  by  peculiar  faith  bibles  and  worships  its  idols. 

If  the  advocates  of  this  doctrine  had  ever  considered  the  measurable  difference  of 
mind  over  its  pretensions,  they  could  not  hesitate  a  moment. 

^ee  what  mind  has  accomplished  for  constitutional  government  in  this  union ;  what 
it  is  accomplishing  in  all  of  life-problems. 

The  mind  has  interminable  difficulties  with  peculiar  faith  in  predestination  ;  its  doc- 
trines are  tortuous,  and  cannot  be  straightened.  They  must  die,  and  let  those  already  ad- 
vanced under  mind's  glorious  free  agency  be  properly  estinuited.  I  grant  that  the 
adherents  know  their  faith  but  not  their  religion,  they  cannot  assert  any  thing  more. 
Bat  all  their  coin  is  counterfeit,  for  all  their  metal  is  dross,  not  pure.  The  intention  is 
every  thing ;  if  the  motive  be  wrong  all  is  wrong  in  mind.  Monotheism  alone  carries 
nnt  the  legitimate  blessing  of  free  agency  of  mind,  while  an  inconsistent  predestination 
i«  peculiar  faith^s. 

What  finer  exhibition  of  mind  can  be  given  than  its  adequate  appreciation  and  re- 
sponsibility by  conscience,  firmness,  general  and  particular.  Whilst,  personally,  I  feel 
a  gentlemanly  courtesy  towards  all  people,  I  must  desire  to  see  the  serpents  of  peculiar 
faiths  to  be  securely  handled  at  once,  or  not  attempted. 

The  proper  function  of  mind  is  rationality,  not  faitli,  unless  admitted  thereby.  If  it 
gain  admittance  at  all,  it  is  on  these  premises ;  and  if  not  true  rationally,  it  must  be 
Bparious.     Custom  is  one  thing,  and  principle  another,  in  regard  to  all  sham-faiths. 

We  have  to  make  principle  sacred,  for  the  more  faith  is  talked  of  nominally^  the  less 
religion :  all  such  is  counterfeit.  It  is  man- worship,  mind,  and  soul*sacri&se,  these  faith- 
mongers  are  dealing  in  all  the  time. 

But  you  profess  to  be  in  horror  of  atheism  ?  Then  you  should  unite  yourself  to  the 
only  tenable  position  of  science.  Instead  of  bibles,  you  might  tell  the  atheist  to  scan 
first  the  universe,  solve  that  problem  ere  he  could  understand  godology.  He  should 
fathom  the  depth  of  creation,  ere  he  could  penetrate  the  character  of  the  Creator. 

That  science  is  too  deep  for  him,  when  he  had  not  fathomed  the  elements  of  mental 
mdimeots,  that  of  mind.  He  who  denies  conservation  in  all  respects,  physicallyi 
inorally  and  religiously,  denies  to  God  his  creation. 

What  good  mind,  with  a  world's  patriotism,  wishes  to  see  that  vindictive  spirit  un- 
hridled  and  let  loose  all  over  the  world  ?    Does  that  harmonise  with  religion  ? 

The  world  is  indebted  to  old  Asia  for  despotism,  monarchical,  ecclesiastical,  military, 
v»t  ruins  of  edifices,  and  above  all  is  mind's  prostration  to  the  vandalism  of  all  these. 
Sach  scenes  of  iniquity,  that  this  trio  trinity,  the  triune  of  peculiar  god-head,  has 
enacted  is  enough  to  arouse  any  republican  man,  woman,  or  child,  to  never  let  the 
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accursed  books  of  that  detestable  compound  of  sophistry,  superstitioD,  and  fai(bv 
darken  their  doors.     All  of  it,  is  belial  indeed. 

Let  freemen,  America,  teach  the  world  religion,  and  its  purest  principles.  What 
redress  has  the  world  if  it  violate  principles,  that  will  preserve  it  to  eternity  otherwise  ? 
Is  it  not  complete  suicide  ?  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  soul  to  make  their  sincere 
acquaintance  ? 

Adopt  no  faith  that  will  cause  you  t6  think  reproachfully  of  your  maker,  whilst  your 
mind  is  rational,  but  elevate  it  rationally  to  the  very  best  supreme  of  purposes. 

Now,  what  less  than  monotheism  can  make  a  man  God-like  ?  He  can  well  say,  I 
am  a  man,  and  what  monotheism  made  me,  and  all  this,  through  republican  constitu- 
tional principles.  I  only  asked  fo  be  estimated  in  that  light,  no  more  nor  less.  What 
despots  can  be  more  ? 

1  am  opposed  to  peculiar  faith,  as  it  is  opposed  to  civilization.  Mind  has  to  look 
above  peculiar  faith,  and  all  lifers  errors,  especially  all  associations,  if  suspicious. 

The  moderns  must  know  that  all  peculiar  faiths  are  unquestionably  pagan  and  super- 
stitious.    The  pulpit  sophists  have  been  taught  a  faithless  faith  and  depend  on  it. 

They  have  chosen  a  miserable  false  position,  the  fault  is  in  them,  their  perverted 
minds,  whose  proper  functions  all  the  time  is  best  wisdom. 

Now,  they  should  not  sleep  one  night,  much  less  die  in  that  fix.  When  was 
peculiar  faith  ever  modest?     She  usurps  mind^s  rights,  and  then  scouts  at  reason. 

The  world  is  initiated  into  peculiar  faith  by  pecuhar  education,  and  thus  indoctrinated, 
is  utterly  incapacitated  to  rationalize  the  subject ;  you  cannot  do  justice  by  reason  of 
sectarianism ;  cannot  investigate  it  for  your  bigotry,  self-interest,  and  superstition. 
You  have  put  your  bible  between  you  and  religion — between  mind  and  religion. 

The  worst  of  aU  is,  that  peculiar  faith  debauches  the  whole  world  1  What  can  be 
expected  of  individuals,  when  the  platform  of  the  whole  world  is  thus  prostituted  ? 

It  is  a  wholesale  evil,  and  that  too  when  there  is  not  only  not  a  particle  of  necessity, 
but  on  the  contrary,  is  an  obsolute  necessity  for  its  expulsion  and  exclusion.  Pecu- 
liar faith,  is  it  1  Rather  peculiar  curse.  Regeneration  is  too  small  a  calibre,  when 
conservative  revolution  of  rational,  not  peculiar  faith,  is  due  mind.  Peculiar  faith  is 
actually  dangerous  to  the  world,  as  if  mind  did  not  counteract  its  unholy  objects,  un- 
ceasing blood  would  flow.  To  establish  any  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  what,  the  wont 
of  human  nature  has  to  be  invoked  :  the  worst  of  passions,  superstition,  false  pre- 
tences, blasphemy,  sacrilege,  the  worst  imposition  of  mind,  instead  of  the  praiseworthy 
straightforward  course  of  honorable,  high-minded  religion.  Now,  good  citizens,  you 
are  not  identified  with  all  the  most  malevolent  position  to  yonr  God  and  country,  i  ott 
only  need  the  proper  view.  Investigate  independently  of  all  influences*,  and  decide 
religiously  in  good  faith,  to  your  own  mind. 

Gentlemanly  deportment  is  the  height  of  monotheism  aspiration,  justice  to  mind, 
world,  God,  religion.  Has  peculiar  faith  done  all  that  ?  Has  she  started  in  truth  aad 
honesty  aright  ?  One  of  the  most  singular  exhibitions  of  the  world  is  to  affect  mind 
is  not  right,  not  in  the  right  pursuit,  is  deranged,  when  genius  attempts  conservsti?e 
revolutions  of  old  exploded  customs,  ways,  faiths,  and  of  all  the  pitiful  hacks  of  life, 
and  in  this,  the  monopolists  and  usurpers  act  the  worst  for  their  miserable  and  cormpt 
self-interest.     If  they  did  it  with  reason,  truth  or  justice,  the  tiling  would  be  right. 

Peculiar  faith  that  has  always  libeled  mind,  is  indebted  to  it  K>r  putting  an  end  to 
most  of  her  evils.  Mind  will  close  the  balance  by  closing  all  peculiar  faith,  when 
reason  can  get  audition.  In  being  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews,  the  peculiar  supe- 
riority must  be  ^own,  or  the  avowal  stamps  the  assertors  claimant  as  unmitigated 
stupid  impostors.  From  this  dilenmia  they  cannot  escape.  Peculiarity  of  god  or 
gods,  stultifies  the  claimants  invariably  and  absolutely.  How  does  this  thing  stand  by 
the  side  of  monotheism,  that  directs  mind  with  the  noblest,  purest,  chastest  thoughts, 
exacts  justice,  beneficence,  no  superstition  instead  of  religion  ?  She  exacts  justice  in 
place  of  charity,  that  is  a  trifle  to  the  poor,  who  are  to  be  cared  for  by  the  best  acts  of 
state  and  mind.     She  inspires  all  with  true  confidence,  and  tells  them  not  be  dispirited. 

Atheists,  you  have  to  come  by  the  side  of  your  own  abused  compeer  polytheist ; 
you  are  a  nature-worshipper,  the  other  is  a  partial  creation-god-worshipper,  both  pagans. 
All  the  intrigues  of  creation,  the  most  unprincipled  ingratcs  who  seek  to  libel  God's 
character,  cannot  invalidate  his  claims. 

Rational  religion  presents  a  smooth  road,  while  peculiar  faith's  is  beset  with  quick- 
sands. It  is  hard  to  avoid  vice,  unless  the  other  side  of  the  picture  presents  rational 
oducation  to  counteract  always.  All  governments  and  states  should  furnish  an  adequate 
one,  not  empirical  or  peculiar,  the  curse  instead  of  the  world's  blessing.  When  yoo 
educate  peculiarly,  to  teach  to  hate  peculiarly,  you  ^\e  an  impulse,  a  wrong  bias  and 
influence  to  mind,  the  potent  lever  of  the  worm.     How  little  of  ^e  world  can  be  de- 
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pended  on  f    Why  is  this,  but  from  the  malign  influence  of  peculiar  faith  t    How  can 
we  resist  evils  ?    By  peculiar  faith  ?    What,  the  prolific  authoress  ? 

Upon  what  principle  can  peculiar  faithites  arraign  rational  religion,  one  iota,  when 
they  are  amenable  in  both  honesty  and  religion  ?  When  the  monarchical  head  turns  his 
back  on  all  but  court  faith,  and  persecutes,  expels,  dishonors,  maltreats  or  insults  the 
balance,  as  is  now  done  in  all  the  five,  grand  divisions  of  the  globe,  then  the  curse  of 
this  world  abomination,  comes  home  to  the  deceived.  There  are  no  people  ia  the  world 
more  interested  than  peculiar  faithites,  in  putting  down  peculiar  faith  that  trades  on  their 
capital,  as  that  of  mind  and  religion.  What  in  the  name  of  the  Creator  can  they  want 
with  the  very  means  of  their  own  degradation  ?  What  is  to  stay  all  this  abominable 
ungodliness  of  self-tnterest,  but  princij^e,  and  what  better  than  its  consummation,  the 
rfciigion  of  principles  ?  The  majority,  the  world,  as  far  as  it  properly  uses  rational 
raind,  uses  monotheism,  while  religion  exists  without  peculiar  faith,  that  has  to  borrow 
her  main  plumage  from  the  former.  How  was  it  when  Luther  arose  against  Roman- 
ism ?  Was  that  peculiar  faith  against  herself,  or  was  it  not  most  clearly  mind  against 
her  iniquities  ? 

Cause  and  effect  will  rule  out  all  of  peculiar  faith,  that  cannot  get  a  foothold  in 
rational  mind  ot  this  whole  universe !  Polytheists  as  atheists,  her  defenders,  can  be 
nowhere. 

When  their  minds  err,  religion  still  sustains  them,  as  the  gifl  by  God^s  mind ;  the 
fund  is  still  there. 

As  the  position  of  all  peculiar  faith  is  diametrically  opposite  God's  principles,  to  carry 
it  oat  is  perjury  certainly.  But  peculiar  faithites  affect  a  devil  is  necessary.  It  is  in 
their  devil-machinery,  not  In  God's,  nor  in  that  of  monotheism ;  their  position  is  too 
raach  of  their  devil.     Let  it  all  go,  especially  to  get  rid  of  all  such. 

The  pnestocracy,  above  all,  have  repentance  to  seek.  If  you  do  not  wish  any  cor- 
rapt  evU  faith  to  arise,  do  not  corrupt  the  world  by  your  peculiar  iaith.  You  have  to 
act  thus,  most  certainly. 

Your  very  existence  diepends  on  principles,  social,  physical,  moral,  religious,  to  be 
conservativo.  Now,  you  have  to  find  out  these,  to  render  you  conservative.  You,  sir, 
are  not  to  clash  therewith  in  any  of  your  opinions  or  acts.  If  you  adopt  peculiar  faith, 
that  decides  you  have  a  false  position. 

When  partisans  tell  us  that  past  scenes  and  acts  of  peculiar  faithites  were  not  sanc- 
tioned on  their  platform,  that  all  such  are  not  pagan,  they  do  not  speak  the  truth,  only 
as  they  admit  that  the  whole  category  is  wound  up  by  plenipotent  rational  religion, 
monotheism.     The  real  position  of  religion  is  in  every  rational  mind. 

All  that  check  peculiar  faith  is  mind,  the  better  as  more  rational.  She  has  the  worst 
evils  in  peculiar  education.  Education  to  be  really  good  must  be  most  and  only 
rational,  not  pecuTiar  at  all. 

The  world  mistakes  in  supposing  people  are  so  rational,  just,  good  and  true ;  it  must 
take  nothing  for  granted,  and  grant  no  powers  but  the  most  necessarily  rational ;  else 
they  win  be  awfully  abused  where  peculiar  will  rules.  All  the  peculiar  machinery  most 
corrupt  will  be  put  in  requisition  to  sustain  it,  as  prophecy,  that  is,  for  which  must  be 
read  always  sophistry.  Mind  can  be  God-like  on  principle,  supreme  completely  to  the 
extent  of  its  capacity. 

Now,  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  churches,  whether  cathedrals  or  not,  priestocracies, 
nor  thair  peculiar  faiths,  their  paganisms,  all  their  temporary  advantages,  made  for  that 
express  purpose  by  the  original  intriguing  designers,  but  what  will  be  the  elevation  of 
^our  immortal  souls,  and  the  promotion  of  the  religion  of  principles  identified  therewith 
and  its  Creator,  that  binds  both  in  one  indissoluble  amity  and  unity. 

You  have  nothing  to  do  with  peculiar  faiths,  priestocracies  or  their  churches,  much 
less  their  follies,  crimes,  strifes,  bickerings,  tithes,  despotisms  or  foul  designs,  but  you 
have  with  religion,  rational  discussions,  universal  brotherhoods,  and  all  the  highest  pro- 
motion of  the  world's  benefits. 

You  are  bound  as  a  member  of  .society  to  exercise  your  best  religion,  and  carry  out 
the  legitimate  purpose.  Reason,  that  holds  all  peculiar  faith  in  abeyance,  is  tlie  creii- 
tivc  power,  with  the  certain  elements  of  solid  happiness,  emanating:  from  rational  reli- 
gion. The  last  will  give  mankind  the  nearest  approximation  of  perfection.  Her  innate 
qualities  are  adequate  for  the  whole  universe.  Her  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient,  and 
bet  capital  creates  wisdom,  not  peculiarly  but  universally. 

She  will  enable  the  valiant  to  rout  ignorance,  superstition  and  oppression,  and  aid  the 
zealous  by  her  principles^  It  is  per^ctly  useless  to  pretend  about  faith  of  any  kind 
V«ing  att  absolute  matter.  That  was  the  tory  assertion  of  the  smuggling  tyrants  that 
intrwluced  it,  a  miserable  imposture  on  the  world,  a  false  pretence  to  uphold  a  false 
pretence,  taking  advantage  of  the  God-gifl  by  their  treacherous  enforcement    If  you 
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leoeire  any  such  by  surrender  of  your  mental  citadel,  how  are  you  going  to  get  rid  (ff 
all  the  insurmountable  difficulties  your  own  produced?  Religion  cannot  possibly  regard 
peculiar  faith,  no  matter  how  blazoned  by  meretricious  ornaments,  as  a  rival ,  when  she 
has  plenipotent  supremacy. 

We  must  estimate  the  false  glare  of  the  world's  treasures,  powers  and  possessions, 
that  influenced  and  perverted  mind,  that  oppressed  the  world  for  the  purpose,  losing  its 
equilibrium. 

Rational  religion  must  now  restore  it. 

CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP  OF  PECULIAR  FAITH :  PAGANISM. 

A  LOOSE  state  of  morals,  arising  from  insincerity  of  more  than  a  majority  of  members, 
it  is  said  by  good  obsenrers,  evinces  the  relative  state  of  peculiar  faith  doctrines  through- 
out the  world,  from  a  want  of  truth  at  the  foundation,  and  hence  arise  a  general  use  of 
sophistry,  and  its  attendant  bigotry,  among  most  of  its  professions  of  life. 

What  can  all  mortal  messiahships  avail  the  world,  or  those  not  absolutely  rejecting, 
yet  not  adopting ;  not  in  the  pale  of  safety,  though  belonging  to  the  various  churches  ? 

Millions  thus  neutralize  their  own  good,  taught  certain  family  and  church  woi-ship 
from  youth,  they  do  not  dissent,  yet  in  years  of  reflection  and  maturity  they  do  not 
assert  or  avow  the  doctrines  that  they  cannot  conscientiously  believe.  They  die,  mar- 
tyrs to  custom  of  inherent  nothing,  abstracted  from  the  true  and  essential  belief,  the 
eternal  ever  living  Almighty,  the  universal  Savior,  because  the  universal  Creator,  having 
a  power  equal  to  his  gcMdness. 

Such  persons  neither  adopt  nor  reject  the  doctrines  of  messiahsliip,  but  live  and  die 
good  citizens,  certainly  no  avowed  believers,  yet  indebted  to  their  Creator  for  every 
breath  of  life,  and  every  elevation  of  mind,  whom  they  overlook  most  ungratefully  and 
irreverently. 

Past  teaching,  and  habit  in  such  tuition,  all  over  the  world,  thus  present  an  immense 
number  of  the  human  family  of  doubtful  change,  yet  preserved  despite  of  all  these  circum- 
stances by  their  Creator. 

Pride,  habit,  the  wish  for  consistency,  the  institutions  and  laws  of  the  world,  fix  the 
opinions  but  not  the  conscience  in  all  false  positions  of  education  tliat  asks  for  peculiar 
faith  independent  of  reason. 

The  sincere  faith,  certainly  the  pure  acquiescence  of  the  mind,  triumphs  by  reason, 
the  only  acceptable  and  worthy  oflfering  before  its  Organizer. 

Church  membership  confers  power ;  but — 

Each  clique  and  sect  cuts  up  society  into  clans,  and  curses  it  with  its  foul  breath. 

God  Almighty  never  made  such  a  world. 

Let  sects  and  clans  unmake  and  undo  their  deeds. 

Trifles  of  mere  puerile  contention  will  be  erased,  because  the  corrupt  base  will  be 
discarded. 

Some  sects  look  on  others  with  perfect  contempt,  and  hardly  recognise  them  as  any- 
thing at  all ;  in  fact,  exclude  them,  as  not  orthodox,  from  communion. 

But  the  eternal  principles  of  universal  brotherhood,  which  are  those  of  God  unmis- 
takably, admit  all  rational  minds  within  the  pale  of  safety.     W^hat  a  glorious  position  t 

Here  there  can  be  no  conflict,  whether  water  by  sprinkling  or  by  inunersion  be  the 
way,  when  the  purity  of  the  soul  will  be  the  acknowledged  universal  means  of  eternal 
sa^ty. 

There  can  be  no  contention  whether  the  elect  or  any  peculiar  sect  in  place  of  all  shall 
be  saved,  for  no  particular  merits  of  the  believers,  as  the  leaders  of  all  such  doctrines, 
the  originator  of  such  faiths,  are  all  sinful  mortals,  mere  created  beings,  alike  infatuated 
and  corrupt,  who  pretend  that  universal  safety  is  approachable  to  such  that  have  rational 
minds  on  rational  principles,  through  a  rational  God. 

In  peculiar  faith  there  may  be  no  end  to  trifles,  as  there  is  no  end  to  mind's  corruption 
when  it  is  perverted.  Mihd  is  always  subject  to  perversion,  under  influences  arising 
from  all  power ;  and  that  of  church  power  is  too  great  to  be  missed. 

Before  God,  what  matters  it  whether  some  are  excluded  from  communion  with  others 
in  peculiar  faith  I    God  cannot  recognise  in  the  foundation  any  other  than  corruption  1 

SEVERANCE  OF  STATE  FROM  CHURCH. 

Bright  was  that  day  that  American  freedom  saw  a  severance  of  state  from  church. 
That  act  constituted  an  element  of  popular  power  of  mind,  the  richest  in  the  annals  of 
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ntiofia]  religion,  the  noblest  friend  of  man,  that  gives  to  freedom  of  mind  all  tliat  is 
bers.  the  kindest  for  mind,  the  most  triumphant  for  reason  and.  God. 

Rational  religion  yields  this  as  a  sacred  right  of  the  people,  of  m;nd,  and  reason,  and 
God,  and  asks  only  for  a  rightful  participation  throughout  the  world.  None  better  could 
have  been  done  by  wise  statesmen  for  religion,  as  rational  religion  only  asks  for  the 
pcKiii  of  soala  for  ail  past  and  present  generations  and  posterity. 

She  asks  for  due  and  prompt  atonement  to  be  made  for  past  errors  accursed  by 
\hr.  blood  of  millions,  by  aiding  man  to  find  the  most  direct  path  to  his  God,  and  to  take 
'^Adv  all  means  of  niind^s  perversion. 

If  monotheism  asked  more  or  less,  she  woald  be  unworthy  of  God's  countenance 
and  man's  confidence.  Of  course,  she  asks  to  be  independent  of  any  corrupt  priesthood. 
^bfi  does  not  wish  any  such  to  be  her  ministers. 

The  annals  of  this  glorious  day  ought  to  be  had  in  rememberance  by  the  nations  of 
thp  world,  where  civil  and  religious  liberty  has  her  votaries,  and  enlightened  mind  her 
fnends. 

It  is  a  day  that  God  blessed,  and  that  freemen  will  consecrate  with  love  and  appre- 
ciation. 

Her  light  was  holy,  and  her  atmosphere  pure  and  vital.  It  will  be  known  as  one  of 
thf  ^reat  days  of  freedom  and  rational  religion. 

The  benefits  shall  go  abroad  on  the  earth,  and  the  globe  shall  be  blessed  with  their 
presence. 
The  mind  of  man  and  of  the  human  race  shall  praise  it,  and  honor  its  sacred  name  ! 
The  present  age  has  witnessed  that  the  papal  Homan  states  had  asserted  their  free- 
dom, and  had  exchanged  the  errors  of  the  past  for  the  improvement  of  the  present, 
hiring  excluded  their  ponti(f  from  temporal  government,  whose  see  was  once  so  pow- 
erlul  by  mind^s  delusion  and  infatuation,  man's  corruption  and  degradation,  that  its  man* 
datp  governed  much  of  the  world,  to  the  astonishment  of  subsequent  ages. 

But  what  availed  the  acts  of  these  noble  descendants  of  worthy  patriotic  sires,  in 
their  assertion  of  fundamental  principles  essential  to  the  only  kind  of  correct  govern- 
ment, constitutional  republican  representation,  clearly  showing  as  a  necessary  conse- 
qoence,  that  religious  faith  is  truly  placed  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  not  in  the  power 
or  possession  of  assuming  rulers,  who  are  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  if 
those  rulers  be  connected  to  speculation  in  rights  and  principles  ? 

But  popish  faith  has  not  responded  to  true  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  its  malign 
infinence  has  caused  even  a  sister  republic  to  aid  in  crushing  with  horrible  inconsistency 
and  iniquity,  the  birthright  of  freemen.  This  is  one  of  the  execrable  abominations  of 
peculiar  faith. 

This  is  the  most  conclusive  proof  among  hosts  of  all  kinds  not  to  be  invalidated,  that 
the  peculiar  faith  of  any  sect,  and  under  any  form,  is  incompetent  to  the  rights  of  man, 
ud  has  nothing  of  religion. 

Sectarianism  so  far  from  benefiting  mind's  rights,  has  crushed  them  with  the  iron 
heel  of  absolutism  for  the  most  part  of  her  existence,  after  possession  of  power. 

All  proper  blessings  will  redound  to  mind  in  a  true  republican  constitutional  govem- 
noent,  excluding  all  shackles  of  any  character  on  mind,  that  must  be  true  to  itself,  to  be 
tme  to  God  who  made  it. 

All  blessings  will  follow  in  order  eventually,  as  the  mind  of  man  is  more  generally 
enlightened. 

What  a  step  Europe  had  already  taken,  under  the  example  of  her  younger  and  ener- 
getic sister,  America !  Had  the  hundred  millions  of  free-thinking  people  only  been 
united,  and  used  the  appropriate  moral  and  intellectual  power,  they  had  thereby  effect- 
oallv  overcome  all  the  malign  influences  of  absolutism ! 

What  a  step  the  balance  of  the  world  has  to  take,  to  assert  first  principlee,  already 
«»acted  from  the  foundation  of  all  things ! 

If  all  the  world  to-day,  in  its  present  state,  could  be  in  the  church  of  partial  and  de- 
fective doctrines  and  peculiar  faith,  none  could  be  assured  of  any  nearer  approach  to  a 
full  and  sacred  fruition,  from  the  character  of  the  elements,  that  have  no  especial  claim 
to  him  who  created  the  purest,  as  all  deny  his  purest  Almighty  attributes. 
How  can  such  believers  face  this  supreme  God,  with  just  hopes,  or  conscientious  minds  1 
Their  God  is  not  the  pure,  perfect  God  of  happiness !  In  fact,  most  are,  from  the 
csi»enlial  character  of  their  peculiar  faith  and  worship,  farther  removed  from  God's  ap- 
pro^'al,  did  he  not  take  the  will  of  the  ignorant  for  the  deed  of  the  best  enlightened. 

The  Creator,  then,  is  the  only  being  that  can  recognise  the  proper  analysis  of  mind, 
aM  all  its  character.  The  best  compliance  with  his  requisitions,  is  the  strictest  con- 
formity to  the  requisitions  of  his  great  principles.  Thereby  all  other  masters  are  neces- 
sarily ruled  out. 
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Church  membership  opens,  in  its  present  organization,  the  door  of  temptation  to  cor^ 
Tuption  and  hypocrisy,  by  giving  decided  preference  and  clanship  to  the  members,  with- 
out reference  to  merit. 

Many  are  proved,  by  the  best  documents,  to  merely  pretend  to  membership.  Why 
so  ?    They  are  doubters. 

The  conduct  of  several  expels  them,  not  only  from  church,  but  from  society.  Many 
stumbling-blocks  renoain. 

But  aU  such  are  arrayed  in  false  character,  many  joining  the  church  for  sinister  and 
worldly  motives,  become  workers  of  iniquity  under  such  a  banner  desecrated. 

What  can  prevent  it  ?     Enlightened  conscience  will  tell. 

Priests  and  preachers'  churches  of  peculiar  faith  are  tliose  of  superstitkon  and  pagan- 
ism, and  their  ways  have  been  those  of  violence.  Let  not  their  acts  cause  any  more 
curses  on  the  world. 

Their  churches  are  mutually  condemned  by  members  of  the  same  representative,  who 

f>roves  no  diploma  from  God,  fit  for  credence  in  any  intelligent  court  of  conscience,  en- 
ightened  by  reason  and  principle,  either  by  his  presence,  in  time  or  space,  before  the 
present  world,  where  reason  proves  the  Creator  to  be  unmistakably  prior  to  both,  or  the 
existence  of  creation. 

The  contentions  of  co-churches,  under  this  representative,  are  endless,  and  bitterly 
antagonistic. 

What  but  for  worldly  power  do  they  feel  hostile  ? 

Can  they  act  thus  for  religion  ?     That  is  impossible.     Such  is  of  the  world,  worldly. 

What  is  the  world  to  all  such,  proving  themselves  thereby  most  amenable  to  correc- 
tion, but  for  worldly  considerations  ? 

Who  wonders,  on  the  analysis  of  peculiar  faith,  that  not  only  its  sects  are  arrayed 
against  each  other,  but  that  all  the  primary  peculiarities  of  the  world  are  deadly  hostile 
to  the  death  of  all  the  other  faiths  ? 

Though  some  have  begun  to  admit  that  others  can  teach  the  ignorant  harbarians  of  the 
world  some  good,  they  will  not  admit  that  principles  and  truth  are  common,  and  are  the 
appropriate  sphere  of  mind,  that  sheds  the  tight  of  the  Universal  Creator. 

They  will  not  admit  the  truth,  that  is  adverse  to  tlieir  position,  but  direct  the  common 
property  to  secular  and  peculiar  benefit. 

The  protestant  leaves  the  mother  church,  as  he  asserts,  on  account  of  its  articles  of 
faith,  and  corruption,  that  is  depraved  action,  growing  out  of  that  faith  ;  and  tlius  con- 
tends with  co-equal  protestant  churches  for  demoralization  of  self-agency,  and  the  pos- 
session of  power  over  dissenters ! 

One  church  afifects  age  for  distinction,  as  if  truth  depended  on  years,  and  character 
rested  on  mere  time. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  beauties  of  creation,  the  glories  of  immortal  mind,  aro 
thus  marred,  in  silencing  mind,  whose  right  to  tell  the  whole  truth  is  best  and  indis- 
putable. 

Let  us  not  sacrifice,  with  blind  infatuation,  the  noblest  qualities  of  mind  to  the  erro- 
neous customs  of  the  day,  neither  upheld  by  reason  or  light  of  philosophy. 

What,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  in  the  most  enlightened  age  of  the  world,  that  the 
professors  of  peculiar  faith  cannot  trust  each  other,  all  claiming  a  common  vicegerent 
and  representative  of  God,  or  afiTecting  to  claim  ?  liow  can  they  expect  the  world  to 
trust  them  ? 

The  members  of  one  church  are  afraid  to  trust  their  children  at  academics,  perhaps 
rightfully  too  in  most  instances,  to  the  tuition  of  teachers  who  are  members  of  other 
churches. 

As  this  distrust  in  several  matters  is  very  serious,  it  argues  the  absolute  necessity  of 
the  world  righting  itself,  the  sooner  the  better,  in  all  such  matters,  on  universal  princi- 
ples, and  then  if  there  be  difiiculty  in  intrusting  youth  for  education,  depend  upon  it 
the  objection  is  necessarily,  conclusively  and  rightfully  personiU,  which  reason  can  be 
entirely  valid  with  the  world. 

How  can  ministers  give  up  their  calling,  their  church  power  and  possession,  custom 
and  supposed  consistency,  however  forbid  by  paramount  truth  and  wisdom,  when  power, 
reckless  of  justice,  rarely  yields  at  the  last,  not  gracefully,  but  with  vulgar  resistance, 
especially  aher  so  much  bloodshed  by  false  faith,  with  all  her  horrid  tortures  and  igno- 
miny, her  savage  butchery  in  many  ways  1 

When  the  wars  that  were  engendered  by  and  about  church  faith  are  referred  to,  as  most 
barbarous  and  outrageous  for  even  superstition,  dark  and  ignorant,  the  greatest  curses 
of  the  world,  church  members  become  indignant,  if  such  be  not  ascribed  to  false  faith. 

This  admission  uses  up  the  whole  category,  having  its  exposure  at  last,  tliat  false 
faith,  the  very  point  we  condemn,  engendered  the  abuses. 
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When  we  convict  of  interminable  abuses  the  i^rhole  spurious  systcnus  of  faith,  in  the 
name  of  God,  how  can  any  such  system  be  exempt  from  censure,  as  it  has  inherent 
elements  of  abuse  1  The  elements  of  abuses  are  referable  to  the  nature,  the  incurable 
nature  of  the  systems,  that  must  be  eradicated. 

The  abuses  of  any  system  being  unlimited  as  these,  can  only  end  in  the  system,  no 
matter  how  modified. 

A  system  that  begins  its  foundations  of  libels  on  God^s  uprightness  and  attributes, 
engendering  blasphemy,  is  full  of  evils  only  curable  by  its  termination. 

Are  the  conflicts  of  churches  done  with  ?  Are  all  rightly  settled  ?  Are  there  no  brist- 
ling bayonets  to  uphold  auy  of  its  representatives  over  citizens  seeking  right  govern- 
ment? 

Are  there  no  gorgeous  salaries  to  enslave  human  rights  ? 

Are  there  no  poor  people,  with  but  little  property,  heavily  taxed  and  burdened  for  its 
support  ? 

Has  peculiar  church  faith  no  peculiar  interest  with  the  state  power  ? 

Is  there  no  exclusion  of  sister  churches  from  equal  rights  and  privileges  ?  No  des- 
perate and  ungodly  bloody  intrigues  1 

By  what  honorable  standard  can  this  measure  of  state-policy  be  instituted  ?  Are  not 
all  social  and  religious  principles  violated  ? 

Is  not  this  certain  proof  of  the  acts  of  absolutism  most  complete  ?  Is  not  all,  the 
institution  of  ecclesiastical  and  monarchical  despotism  ? 

Do  all  church  professors  act  for  the  pure  love,  unadulterated  love,  of  the  dear  people  ? 
Do  they  then  live  without  hire  ?  Is  it  for  the  souls  of  the  people,  or  the  interests  of  the 
churchmen,  and  the  despots,  tyrants,  kings  and  monarchs,  that  union  of  state  and 
church  is  established  ? 

If  for  the  first,  all  is  useless,  as  all  such  are  vain. 

By  what  authority  is  all  this  done,  and  still  maintained? 

lias  not  time  corrected  all  such  views  as  outrageous  and  hostile  io  the  sovereign 
people,  destitute  entirely  of  religion  1 

If  disinterested  love  were  the  case,  why  do  not  they  prove  the  facts  by  absolute 
refusal  of  all  pecuniary,  church  and  state  power  ?  Let  no  mtervening  object  cause  the 
loss  of  sight  of  the  one  pure  Being.  How  could  the  loudest  professions  be  otherwise 
than  very  suspicious  1 

Has  the  question  ever  been  submitted  fairly  to  rational  mind,  by  free  investigation 
and  inquiry,  or  rather  has  it  not  been  scouted  upon,  and  the  investigators  been  libeled 
by  priests  and  clergy,  and  all  their  vassals  ? 

Have  proper  measures  ever  been  taken  to  have  the  free  people  institute  all  researches 
and  proper  best  means  for  mind  to  reach,  by  rational  means,  the  true  issue  of  this  para- 
mount subject,  before  a  competent  committee  of  disinterested  citizens  in  convention? 

Is  this  momentous  question,  the  most  important  of  the  world  in  all  its  bearings,  to  be 
blindly  passed  by,  and  left  to  the  incompetent  and  interested  stock-jobbers  of  the  world's 
morals  to  botch  and  tinker  with  for  indefinite  ages  to  come,  without  redress  ? 

Is  an  intelligent  and  free  people  prepared  to  suffer  all  this  in  satisfaction,  without 
saying  their  souls  are  God's  ? 

Forbid  it  justice,  peace,  mind,  reason,  that  are  to  be  consulted. 

True  believers  in  God  Almighty,  of  duty  to  man,  with  no  church  emoluments  for  their 
proper  and  satisfactory  belief,  could  never  begin  to  war  therefot. 

The  thing  is  impossible,  because  fundamental  principles  prevent  it. 

The  whole  world,  so  far  as  rational  religion  is  applicable,  would  then  be  in  peace. 
Who  would  not  go  for  such  a  glorious  result? 

Will  your  omission  of  duty,  your  neglect  and  sDence  longer  prevail,  to  rebuke  you 
for  your  priceless  advantages  ? 

You  are  one  of  a  billion  of  voters  at  the  ballot  box  of  conscience,  enlightened  and 
liberal,  to  decide  to-day  for  the  settlement  of  this  principle  forever. 

It  is  absurd  to  say  that  the  people  will  not  act  on  it. 

That  is  the  siren  song  of  those  that  misled  the  people  to  their  injury  and  wrong,  to 
the  interest  of  the  leaders,  who  assume  to  think  and  act  for,  and  dictate  to  the  people. 

Let  not  that  exploded  doctrine  be  repeated  before  a  self-governing  people. 

W'"e  seek  to  rid  ourselves  of  all  exploded  doctrines  of  absolutism  of  church  and  state, 
and  adopt  the  only  safe  principle  of  mind  for  the  sovereign  people. 

No  one  can  libel  this  position,  to  which  none  save  tyrants  are  antagonistic,  for  the 
pursuit  of  right  and  title  beyond  doubt,  otherwise  that  very  position  supposed  of  right  is 
error. 

Freemen  seeking  such  invaluable  rights  are  antagonistic  to  none  who  are  advocates 
of  justice,  honesty,  and  patriotism. 
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Counterfeits  are  not  to  be  passed  as  pure  jewels  on  them,  or  to  their  detriment. 

Freemen  are  of  the  billion  to  legislate  on  the  pure  currency  of  the  world.  All  good 
citizens  are  thus  interested,  and  intelligent  freemen  acknowledge  none  true  but  such  as 
is  of  the  right  mint  and  j^enuine  coinage. 

The  right  stamp  easily  proves  the  genuine. 

Again  and  again  is  the  attention  of  all  good  citizens  in  life,  of  elevated  and  refined 
qualities,  worthy  of  the  world's  ];espect,  and  of  their  race  and  kind,  invoked  to  aid  in 
sealing  and  closing  the  world-wide  difficulties,  conflicts  of  peculiar  faith  opinions,  and 
the  consequent  interruptions  of  peace,  in  rescuing  the  state  of  society  in  its  noblest  base 
and  object,  in  the  exaltation  of  man^s  dignity,  greatness,  and  happiness. 

The  end  of  religion  is  not  church  membership,  clannish  or  sectarian,  doubtful  or 
yisionary,  but  sound  and  substantial  views,  with  definite  and  wisest  prospect. 

The  Creator  of  sdl  has  vouchsafed  the  best  co-operation  in  the  institution  of  inherent 
principles,  that  distinguish  man  from  animals,  and  elevate  mind  to  soul  from  time  to 
immortality,  and  that  bespeak  the  union  of  all  minds  of  conservative  character. 

As  wide  as  the  most  conflicting  differ,  still  the  divine  author  is  pre-eminently  charac- 
terized by  a  universal  virtue  that  can  harmonize  and  tend  to  universal  good  and  union 
on  principle,  and  that  alone. 

On  principle,  man  is  linked  to  man,  and  all  to  theur  Creator,  who  thus  endowed  crea- 
tion with  self-preservation. 

All  the  sects  and  denominations  of  the  world  can  never  unite  but  on  one  single  i^atform, 
that  of  principles  as  universal  as  creation,  to  which  all  nations  must  look,  and  by  which 
all  wise  ones  will  abide. 

Come  to  this  all  must ;  the  sooner  the  better ;  there  is  or  can  be  no  o^er.  . 

God  has  instituted  it,  man  must  not  usurp  it. 

Man  is  the  worst  of  his  race  to  deprive  that  race  of  it 

It  is  clear  that  the  improved  state  of  general  mind  needs  an  exalted  system  of  civil 
and  religious  code,  that  may  rally  mankind  to  their  true  feeling  and  duty,  to  realize 
what  all  need  universally. 

Millions  this  day  cold  and  indifferent  in  action,  put  on  hostile  feelings  as  to  the  points 
of  faith  that  they  are  conscious  are  not  of  the  true  character  for  mind,  are  sensible 
that  thev  owe  allegiance  only  to  their  Creator,  but  they  are  silent  when  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience  speaks  for  that  God. 

It  ought  not  so  to  be  in  any  country,  much  less  a  free  one,  where  at  le^t  free  and 
open  discussion  should  be  elicited  on  all  subjects,  to  rescue  true  thoughts  and  their 
originators. 

But  individual  attempts  are  frowned  down,  their  works  are  banished  or  libeled  by 
impudent  and  outrageous  arrogance,  accompanied  with  as  much  assurance  as  if  all  were 
divine  oracles,  and  that  all  decisions  of  exploded  custom  and  men's  opinions,  were  all 
right,  and  that  lay  freemen  had  not  a  sovereign  right  yet  to  be  investigated,  acted  on, 
and  matured  by  the  only  way  of  reaching  the  subject,  the  proper  analysis  of  mind  and 
its  functions. 

If  religion  be  in  the  keeping  of  church  membership,  characterized  by  this  spirit  and 
faith,  what  is  to  become  of  the  large  majority  who  can  never  be  professors  to  such 
creeds  ? 

Why  should  there  be  masters  of  peculiar  and  partial  creeds  ?  Because  mind  is  uni- 
versal, not  peculiar  or  partial,  then  faith,  an  action  of  the  mind,  must  partake  of  minds 
character. 

No,  it  is  not  possible  that  man  should  be  excluded  from  the  pale  of  safety  or  societVi 
because  he  cannot  enter  the  pale  of  faith  and  church,  believing  most  sincerely  and  truly 
in  the  only  living  God,  ruler  omnipotent. 

He  who  believes  in  more,  believes  in  a  plurality  of  gods,  and  is  compelled  to  admit 
a  solecism,  a  contradiction,  the  existence  of  their  Supreme,  an  AJmighty,  the  Great 
First  Cause.  That  great  first  cause  has  attributes  beyond  man's  vain  notions,  and  must 
command  his  highest  deference. 

Men's  professions,  independent  of  shining  actions,  that  tell  with  unerring  certainty,  in 
the  course  of  a  long  life,  are  never  to  be  taken  for  granted  until  proved. 

Mind  cannot  decide  the  whole  question  by  professipns,  that  wise  men  ought  never  to 
entertain  exclusively. 

Life  is  made  up  of  professions  and  their  practice,  all  to  be  estimated  church  or  do 

I]a7burch,  duty  in  life  is  plain,  not  to  induce  evu,  the  negative  and  antagonist  of  good. 

of  the  wfiP  we  cannot  safely  take  anything  for  granted  in  common  matters  of  little  moment, 

This  adrri'iPy  professors  of  the  sects,  how  then  can  we  expect  safety  in  regard  to  the 

faith  the  very'f  hierarchy,  that  does  not  practice  in  unison,  that  is  proved  to  be  distrust- 

^  *  im  youth  to  end  of  life,  under  the  evils  reflective  on  its  character  ? 
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What  adTantages  does  all  church  peculiar  faith  offer,  that  can  equal  her  world-wide 
evils,  either  in  the  great  primary  benefits  of  life  by  government  or  religion  1  Under  all 
her  auspices,  the  results  reflect  on  each  other. 

Hierarchy  gires  us  promises  of  supreme  advantages  under  dictation  on  earth,  of  its 
creeds,  but  unfortunately  does  not  recognise  with  certainty,  the  character  and  person 
of  tlie  payer. 

The  hierarchy  presented  the  people  dealing  in  prescriptions  on  this  earth,  and  in  pro- 
mises that  must  be  inefficient  in  another  state  of  existence,  seems  not  to  have  drawn  on 
the  only  payer  that  mind  can  recognise  through  reason. 

The  hierarchy  known  to  us,  bows  ever  to  a  plurality  of  gods,  or  worse,  makes  a  man 
born  and  died  as  a  mortal,  a  god,  and  inevitably  libels  God,  imbecile  as  man.  In  the 
tace  of  all  such  hierarchy,  the  belief  expressing  the  pure  teaching  of  monotheism  that 
gives  mind  its  best  inspiration,  adopts  God  Almighty,  not  god  imbecile. 

All  principles  are  common,  the  exclusive  property  of  God  their  author,  that  only  re- 
qnire  a  rijght  tuition  and  direction  in  their  employment  by  mind. 

Has  hierarchy  any  exclusive  pretension  to  their  appropriate  tuition  and  direction, 
when  she  does  not  meet  the  wise  tuition  of  proper  honest  sense  ? 

How  does  she  prove  her  position  right  ?     She  proves  the  reverse. 

Hierarchy  has  been  sundered  into  fragments  by  her  corruption,  and  the  fragments  are 
ninning  out  in  minuter  divisions,  in  objection  to  inherent  elements  of  corruption. 

The  whole  foundation  is  baseless,  and  must  rua  out. 

What  more  than  name,  have  many  church  members  ? 

Is  it  in  the  unimpeachable  veracity  and  honesty,'  and  the  secret  actions  of  such  ? 
While  they  only  act  to  the  promptings  of  their  own  uncultivated  and  perverted  minds, 
miserably  balanced  and  fixed  in  that  miserable  state  of  bad  habits,  that  grown  and 
strengthened  to  their  matured  and  ripe  age  without  due  correction,  prove  the  necessity 
of  continued  light  of  mind,  to  guard  properly  all  its  avenues.  Whilst  the  best  church 
members  are  no  worse  than  the  the  best  members  of  society  in  general,  they  are  no  bet- 
ter io  respect  to  true  chracter.  Both  are  preserved  by  the  same  principles. 

Membership  in  peculiar  church  society  confers  no  new  principles,  but  detracts  from 
thepurity  of  God^s  perfection. 

The  most  extensive  theatre  for  mind's  correction  is  that  which  embraces  the  whole 
legitimate  comprehension  of  God's  perfection. 

XothingjMit  a  right  action  on  universal  principles  that  recognise  no  peculiaSr  faith  as 
an  exponent,  can  bring  hack  all  actors  to  the  right  thoughts  and  actions. 

The  right  position  in  any  society  is  to  be  sought  by  a  recognised  and  practical  society 
ud  certain  base. 

Belief  and  action  are  mutual,  and  reflect  on  the  actors. 

What  else  can  possibly  result  than  that  too  many  of  mankind  are  deceivers,  on  the 
present  code  of  justice  and  yirtue  1 

Look  not  to  what  tradition  says,  but  in  unison  with  mind  and  reason,  all  to  be  proved 
by  the  reault. 

Patriots,  philanthropists  and  philosophers,  men  and  women  of  common  and  proper 
sense  and  honesty,  are  reminded  to  assert  the  dignity  of  mind  and  the  pre-eminence  of 
rational  duties. 

la  self-defence,  a  proper  analysis  of  ^this  whole  subject  is  necessary.  The  ignorant 
ancients  had  too  little  of  wise  knowledge,  to  be  examples  to  the  modems. 

Man  is  not  in  general  prepared  to  see  his  case,  he  must  investigate  it,  and  by  the  true 
lights  alone. 

Look  not  to  mankind's  opinions,  only  as  recognised  by  tested  truth  and  facts. 

Man  needs  the  superior  developments  of  enlightened  mind  for  ever,  as  he  is  subject  to 
the  loss  by  perversion  and  collusion  of  others  in  his  own  ignorance,  the  prey  to  all  that 
seek  to  obscure  the  gain  of  mind's  light. 

Man  then  enlightened  must  ever  hail  the  hand  of  Deity  too  plainly  needed  to  be  mis- 
taken, in  all  man's  pretences  that  he  can  discover,  to  be  miserably,  stupidly  defective. 

Then  by  observation  he  can  correctly  see  that  many  in  the  churches  are  stumbling 
blocks  to  others,  by  affecting  sanctified  conduct  and  looks,  unnecessary  and  impractica- 
bly beneficial. 

Social  rights  are  violated  in  regard  to  different  persuasions,  as  conflicts  arise  not  so 
much  from  personal  as  professional  pretensions ;  principle  alone  can  heal  or  have  pre- 
vented them. 

Such  church  proceedings  engender  among  the  people  a  state  of  insincerity  that  is 
ruinous,  and  requires  the  highest  elevation  of  character  to  counteract  all  the  malign  and 
©vil  tendencies  of  all  such  radically  erroneous  systems. 

The  people  have  the  command  of  this  mighty  subject,  in  looking  to  its  true  anaylsis 
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and  themselves  the  proper  means  for  correction,  and  have  only  to  permanently  institute 
principles.  Millions  in  such  circles  have  no  idea  of  belief  in  the  church  dogmas  of  the 
day,  yet  it  is  most  obligatory  that  all  the  world  should  be  civilized  and  know  who  is 
God,  and  what  he  requires  for  man's  highest  duty  in  regard  to  all,  for  social  and  per- 
sonal safety. 

Mind  owes  it  to  itself  to  decide  rightly  and  act  on  that  decision  in  all  such  matters, 
as  the  signs  of  the  wolf  besides  his  howls,  are  too  clear  from  the  blood-marks  and  wounds. 

How  in  society,  where  means  are  ready  and  furnished  for  wide-spread  and  incurable 
evils  delusive  yet  most  insidious,  can  mind  ever  rest  satisfied  in  leaving  such  momen- 
tous matters  at  the  mercy  of  relentless  elements,  to  be  lightened  at  the  shrine  of  fanat- 
icism so  oflen  used  in  the  world  under  high  sounding  names  and  pretension  ? 

To  the  everlasting  regret  of  the  good,  men  are  possessed  of  such  fanatical  intentions 
enacting  them  too  often  in  the  present  age  of  the  world  after  all  its  boasted  light,  and 
are  sustained  by  military  force  to  perpetrate  them,  in  defiance  of  the  true  sovereigns  of 
the  land,  the  people,  by  union  of  church  with  absolutism,  or  civil  and  military  despotism 
under  the  hypocritical  name  of  a  republic. 

The  state  acting  this  degrading  drama,  that  ought  to  protect  all  alike !  The  best 
codes  of  all  duties  ought  to  counteract  all  this,  that  the  people  cannot  do  and  know  too 
soon. 

Do  all  the  church  members,  even  many  of  the  very  preachers,  believe  in  the  bible  of 
peculiar  faith  ?     How  can  any  enlightened  mind  do  that  ? 

Can  any  afiect  it  but  those  whose  mind  is  peculiarly  warped  by  peculiar  prejudices 
and  peculiar  education,  unknown  to  the  recognition  of  purity? 

Can  any  pretend  to  such,  but  those  whose  trade  and  vocation  cause  them  to  speculate 
in  such  faith,  in  the  face  of  reason  and  paramount  truth  ? 

But  do  they  act  honorably  to  the  author  of  their  mind,  that  he  has  created  for  reason, 
truth  and  honesty  ? 

Do  they  act  honorably  to  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  world,  whom  they  viciously 
seduce  and  contaminate  ? 

The  Romanist  considers  the  Protestant  a  heretic,  unworthy  to  be  thought  entitled  to 
the  rights  vouchsafed  to  the  christian. 

The  Protestant  thinks  the  Romanist  is  too  corrupt  and  ignorant,  ever  to  see  his  heaven. 

While^  the  numerous  subdivisions  of  this  whole  persuasion,  including  the  Greek 
church,  and  all  other  christians  of  any  pretensions,  exclude  each  other  nec;^ssarily,  by 
their  peculiar  notions,  from  all  the  pretensions  of  orthodox  peculiarity. 

Now,  what  must  be  the  inevitable  righteous  decision  of  rational  religion,  and  its 
author,  God,  who  knows  no  other,  but  that  none  of  these,  according  to  their  own  show- 
ing, possesses  it,  especially  if  we  go  to  their  various  sects  ? 

Where  then  is  the  rest  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  all  absurd  theologies,  pagan,  or  any 
claiming  more  than  pagan,  but  no  higher  than  man-worship  ? 

No  wonder  that  the  corrupt  peculiar  faith-world,  the  most  iniquitous  of  all,  should 
eall  to  its  aid  the  worst  of  tyrannies,  and  the  most  insidious  of  sophistries. 

But  all  such  have  not  availed,  however  they  sought  concealment. 

The  day  of  reckoning  has  come,  and  the  decision  can  be  had. 

The  concealment  is  like  that  of  the  ostrich,  that  hides  its  head,  it  is  said,  but  its  body 
IS  disclosed. 

It  is  absolutely  right,  and  at  this  time,  that  the  millions  now  held  in,  should  be  freed 
from  thraldom  of  peculiar  doctrines,  as  they,  but  for  shame  and  tyranny  of  misdirected 
public  opinion,  would  be  among  the  lights  of  mind. 

One  church  is  opposed  to  another,  as  heretic,  esteeming  itself  only  orthodox,  because 
of  the  youthful  age  of  the  other,  as  if  truth  required  age  to  become  respectable. 

Such  is  bigot  opposition,  having  various  pretensions  to  its  own  orthodoxy,  and  no 
base  to  true  faith,  affecting  that  its  peculiar  faitli  is  the  only  true  way,  and  that  the 
world  must  be  indebted  to  that  for  its  safety. 

The  Creator  has  made  no  such  world  or  faith,  nor  has  he  thus  constituted  mind. 

From  want  of  feeling  and  experiencing  such  faith  that  cannot  be  fortified  by  mere 
words  or  sophistry,  in  the  time  of  need,  when  the  only  God,  and  his  facts,  are  wanting, 
an  inunense  number  of  church  members  of  these  persuasions,  thinking  in  the  excite- 
ment of  conversion  that  they  have  the  true  faith,  as  tlie  priests  tell  them  they  have, 
doubt  at  last,  whether  they  have  any  or  no. 

It  is  not  their  deeds  that  are  to  be  scanned,  as  they,  when  good,  are  as  good  as  the 
best  of  the  world,  but  the  foundation  on  which  they  lean  unknowingly. 

When  they  know  that  position,  they  have  found  that  they  have  left  God  for 
worship,  a  pretended  messiah  or  prophet,  and  what  an  exchange  ! 

A  mcNTtal  bb&sphemer  for  the  only  Immortal  Supreme  God ! 
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What  grace  is  there  in  that  membership  ? 

What  is  the  grace  of  God  1 

The  prayer  of  good  actions,  correction  of  one^s  self,  by  the  aid  and  inspirations  of 
mind,  lessening  the  evils,  and  increasing  the  universal  benefit  of  the  world,  causing  love 
of  a  universal  brotherhood,  best  representing  God^s  mind. 

Persecution  and  bloodshed  necessarily  result  from  all  the  licentious  spirit  engendered 
by  church  governments,  as  compulsion  and  sophistry,  not  reason,  have  to  be  used  in 
propagating  such  doctrines. 

Much  of  church  membership  that  has  no  pretensions  to  the  dignity  of  faith,  is  brought 
about  by  various  causes.  Temporal  preferments  of  diversified  character,  come  in  for  a 
Tenr  large  share. 

The  custom  and  fashion,  the  fault  and  vices  of  the  times,  of  being  *'  all  things  to  all 
men,'^  as  the  popular  current  directs,  not  as  mind  but  as  the  social  dynasty  says,  bring 
about  many  world-conversions  to  church  membership. 

Church-belief  and  association  often  result  from  feelings,  and  them  by  sympathy, 
aroused  animal  passions,  the  fear  of  superstition,  with  all  the  thunders  of  fiction  and 
ambition  too,  no  less  than  sinister  designs,  and  credulity  aroused  and  captivated  by  the- 
atrical representations  and  recital. 

What  extreme  youth  is  taught  as  household  words,  are  fastened,  if  possible,  in  the 
circle  that  is  interested  in  carrying  out  the  peculiar  faith,  and  the  power  of  the  priest- 
ocracy. 

We  see  that  many  sects  arise  and  fall  under  such  influence,  and  though  they  rose 
like  the  morning  star  in  their  faith,  they  fall  by  force  of  true  faith  that  must  supersede 
all  others. 

Religion  must  be  rational  to  exist  at  all,  as  it  depends  on  the  attributes  of  mind  for 
sustenance,  and  is  not,  never  can  be,  of  church  or  state,  but  is  identified  with  the  soul^s 
incentives,  and  the  deeds  of  the  conscientious  individual  who  does  right. 

It  breathes  too  holy  an  atmosphere  to  be  trified  with  by  the  vulgar  intermeddlings  of 
priestocracy,  for  if  its  essentials  be  lost  in  its  own  positions,  it  is  lost  in  the  quagmires 
of  such  odious  vices. 

All  differences  in  church  can  and  will  subside,  when  honesty  has  her  sway  and  reli- 
gion her  brotherhood. 

Even  in  this  union,  distinguished  for  elementary  fundamental  principles  of  government, 
that  the  enlightened  world  recognises  right  by  progressive  adoption,  where  mind  is 
ontrammeled  by  absolutism,  the  most  of  church  faith  is  no  test  of  sincerity  or  protec- 
tion, as  but  few  members  are  absolutely  sincere  professors  of  pure  faith  by  action. 

All  churches  are  subject  to  the  infatuation  of  priestocracy,  as  fundamental  power  for 
Uieir  incorporation. 

There  are  many  individual  exceptions  in  all  such,  that  are  more  or  less  removed  from 
improper  onotives,  but  they  all  are  liable  to  improper  positions  and  resulting  injury  ;  of 
course,  they  must  be  weak-minded. 

Well  educated  persons  of  proper  standing,  add  nothing  to  their  standing  in  the  church, 
except  on  the  principles  that  have  reared  the  blessings  of  their  minds. 

But  the  analysis  of  their  position  is  not  clear  to  their  minds. 

Many  carry  all  their  blessings  into  church-membership,  and  are  a  means  of  raising 
the  most  of  the  balance  to  their  standing,  but  then  they  could  elevate  that  whole  posi- 
tion on  the  basis  of  rational  religion. 

But  there  are  also  stumbling-blocks  in  such  churches,  from  the  popes  and  bishops  to 
the  humblest  layman,  and  unfortunately,  they  have  their  influence  by  church-member- 
ship to  a  certain  extent. 

It  is  not  in  the  power  of  church  elements  to  do  justice  to  the  world. 

Their  vices  are  ever  extreme  and  revolting  to  social  principles,  that  can  never  over- 
look, as  the  soul  of  the  whole  question. 

The  ignorant  are  often  prejudiced,  not  by  what  results  from  a  proper  system,  but  are 
superficially  misled  by  the  inherent  defects  of  previous  bad  ones. 

All  the  intelligent  minds  of  the  world  untrammeled  by  errors  of  peculiar  education, 
and  the  influences  of  intriguing  power,  acknowledge  the  correct  pnnciples  that  a  con- 
stitutional representative  government  gives  to  the  people. 

Why,  then,  is  any  church  power  expelled,  and  depending  on  gunpowder  influence  for 
restoration,  if  her  faith  is  in  accordance  with  the  benefit  of  the  greatest  number  ? 

Shall  all  possessed  of  absolutism,  finally  be  utterly  destroyed  by  the  very  influence  it 
baa  invoked,  to  secure  universal  freedom  ? 

Shall  the  noblest  attempt  of  the  brave  citizens  be  its  perpetual  disgrace,  through  its 
excomnmnication  of  those  people  1 
Freedom  of  religious  conscience  is  incompatible  with  one-sided  decisions  of  compulsion! 
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We  observe  here,  that  church  government  stands  against  conscience  and  freedom. 

God  creating  rehgious  and  governmental  freedom,  never  made  them  inconsistent. 
One  or  the  other  is  wrongs  and  should  be  corrected,  by  proper  submission  to  and  deci- 
sion of  mind,  most  rational  and  free. 

Enlightened  freemen  sovereigns,  who  act,  or  ought  to  act  for  themselves,  can 
alone  decide  a  sovereign  question.  There  is  no  other  rightful  decision  of  mind  and 
reason.  The  principles  of  religion  and  government  being  for  society,  morality  and  God, 
are  compatible,  or  else  a  good  and  evil  are  mixed,  which  is  an  absurdity. 

The  correct  analysis  of  rational  mind,  in  her  universal  operations,  instires  the  right 
decision. 

The  great  good  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  world,  is  very  clear  of  being 
due  to  S)rms,  sects,  or  denominations  of  peculiar  church-&ith,  but  oftenest  in  defiance 
of  them,  when  they  have  interfered. 

Church  peculiar  faith-sophistry  is  not  to  usurp  anything  of  reason,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever. 

Much  good,  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  world,  has  been  the  resnlt  of  natural 
causes,  that  always  have  a  conservative  result,  else  the  destructive  would  predominate. 
It  has  been  the  great  result  of  social  intercourse,  where  mind  has  acted  on  mind,  stir- 
ring up  the  mighty  latent  powers.  Commerce,  also,  has  brought  about  an  intercourse 
of  sentiment,  a  knowledge  of  science,  facts,  and  truths  unknown,  reflecting  vast  and 
mighty  improvements  in  the  condition  of  men,  and  in  despite  of  errors  and  their  narrow 
prejudices,  encumbered  with  the  deepest  impediments  of  all  alien  designs. 

Too  much  has  been  ascribed  to  others,  that  are  legitimately  and  solely  due  to  the 
principles  conservative  of  the  Creator,  who  has  been  unappreciated  by  vain  men,  and 
their  vain  and  evil  intentions  have  been  paraded,  as  something  for  the  gratitude  of  a 
world,  injured  by  them ! 

The  absolutism  of  the  church  is  the  worst  of  all,  as  hypocrisy  is  there.  Her  preten- 
sions have  been  palmed  on  the  world  too  long. 

What  have  the  adherents  to  respect,  but  force  or  sophistry  ? 

The  whole  hierarchy,  built  up,  as  it  is,  by  hands,  is  rubbish,  and  that  on  the  fee  sim- 
ple grounds  of  others. 

Why  cumbereth  it  the  ground?  Honorable  minds,  answer.  All  previous  church 
governments,  with  their  gorgeous  hierarchy  and  priestocracy,  in  all  the  fascinations  of 
wealth  and  power,  to  bewilder  mind  and  beguile  reason  ;  in  the  pomp  of  courts,  the 
beauty  and  grandeur  of  arcliitecture,  the  lustre  of  paintings,  with  the  magnificence  of 
statuary,  backed  by  all  the  state  powers  of  absolutism,  securing  potentates,  armies  and 
navies,  their  protectors,  combined  with  exalted  talents,  aspiring  orators  and  eloquent 
defenders,  and  untiring  zeal  subsidized,  have  failed  to  procure  its  greatest  jewel, 
unity.  ^ 

Without  unity  there  can  be  no  sound  basis  of  religion.     The  unity  of  God  Almi/ 
requires  unity  of  religion. 

Principle  cannot  present  antagonism  with  itself,  that  is  impossible.    The  first  chti 
of  Judaism  had  dissensions,  and  the  second  church.  Christian,  had  dissension,  anr 
successive  periods  it  has  been  divided ;  and  the  whole  Judaic,  Christian,  Greek,  M 
metan.  Mormon,  Protestant  and  Roman,  are  the  church,  divided  against  itself,  that  I 
fall  in  time.     All  peculiar  faith  churches,  throughout  the  world,  are  divided. 

The  reformations  and  their  wars  have  proved  the  falsity  of  the  faiths. 

The  subdivisions  have  been  continued,  among  each  kith  and  kin.     Faith-anta^v 
has  become  the  duty  and  the  game  of  each  other,  and  all  are  a  spectacle  to  th' 
Unable  to  secure  unity,  much  less  to  strengthen  the  church,  they  fail  to  comt^\ 
necessary  moral  and  intellectual  power  of  the  world,  that,  however  needed,  it 
impossible  for  them  to  possess. 

They  have  traded  on  the  principles,  the  capital  of  God,  without  referenc 
legitimate  authority,  thereby  acting  unwisely  and  dishonestly,  without  acknc 
to  the  God  of  themselves. 

The  times  that  saw  kings  travelling  barefoot  to  the  holy  city,  so  miscalled.  ..  i.^iv»"g 
days  for  audience  of  the  pope,  to  get  absolved  from  his  curse,  are  thought  to  be  past, 
I'lt  the  dark  clouds  are  yet  lowering  on  the  horizon.  Of  course  the  more  humble  sub- 
jec*,,  ^ere  subject  to  more  awful  tyrannies,  and  not  the  least  was  the  pope's  cxcommu- 
nicaf./)ng,  that  even  at  this  day  are  fulminated  with  all  the  vindictiveness  of  big<^^- 
Gnly  ti,  ^hink  of  the  holiness  of  the  pope,  so  miscalled,  united  with  such  a  curse !  1  he 
^burning  to  death,  to  create  religion  !  And  these  claim  to  be  tlie  source  of  science  ana 
Vlosophy  fpr  the  world,  in  whose  keeping  mind  is  murdered,  and  its  most  worthy  attn- 

*e8  crusliN  f 

^^t  TOany^^r,^  ^^  predominant  abeolutism  was  that  of  the  pope,  whoae  tory  f^et 
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were  worthy  the  lips  of  other  potentates,  who  thus  degraded  their  lips  below  their  feet, 
aad  their  miods  below  them !  And  all  this,  because  mind  did  not  assert  its  rights,  mind 
that  was  sovereign  to  role  the  world,  was  ignobly  ruled  by  its  lowest  minions. 

And  these  the  keepers,  self-assumed  guardians  of  minors  richest  treasures  ! 

Talents  then  were  buried  for  fear,  as  they  were  dangerous  to  their  owner. 

There  was  mind  all  the  time,  but  its  tyrants  exacted  the  deepest  curses  of  men  of 
talents. 

No  science  or  philosophy  could  rear  its  head  that  did  not  agree  with  the  dogmas  of 
superstition,  and  her  sophisticated  ignorance  advanced  in  the  bible ! 

Can  mind  begin  to  feel  the  infamous  tyranny  of  the  priestocracy  that  excluded  all 
science  and  philosophy,  if  they  presented  Uie  conduct  of  tJiese  worthies  as  antagonistic? 
The  dungeon  or  the  faggot  was  the  tribunal ! 

Disgusting  relics  illimitable  in  amount,  outrageous  legend,  ignoble  miracles  assumed, 
were  the  science  of  those  days.     May  they  never  be  repeated.     May  they  now  end. 

We  must  cling  with  the  more  sincere  tenacity  to  rightful  principles,  and  invoke  their 
best  protection,  whether  spiritual  enthusiasm  or  peculiar  faith  regeneration  be  diffused 
or  not. 

It  matters  not  whether  all  such  unholy  notions  be  the  prevalent  dogmas  of  any  day, 
if  men  be  broken  on  the  wheel  for  conscience,  or  libeled  now  for  its  correct  mainten- 
ance. 

Absolutism  will  insinuate  itself  into  every  department  of  himian  rights,  and  above 
all,  the  human  mind,  then  becoming  perverted,  leaves  its  rights  subverted. 

The  combinations  of  peculiar  faith  to  exercise  collusions  and  insidious  designs,  are 
nomberiess,  and  hardly  credible.  Never  will  tliis  matter  be  appreciated,  till  the  purity 
of  truth  be  duly  elicited  by  sagacious  analysis,  which  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 

Mind  mnst  lay  aside  its  abeyance  to  the  master,  and  resume  that  to  principle,  and 
give  up  its  devotion  to  the  assertion  of  the  dogmatist,  no  matter  of  what  standing,  and 
adopt  the  faithful  portraiture  of  its  own  facts. 

How  long  shall  vain  and  puerile,  but  hurtful  trifles,  occupy  as  toys,  the  minds  of 
grown-up  children,  who  lose  sight  of  the  substance  that  men  need  ? 

What  need  is  there  of  church  prerogatives  to  the  world,  except  so  far  as  duty  to 
God  prevails,  and  that,  these  impostors  have  essentially  failed  to  impart? 

The  people  do  not  need  them  for  temporal,  and  they  are  useless,  perfectly  so,  for 
spiritual  governments. 

What  benefit  are  they  to  foster  all  the  ambitious  views  and  intrigues  of  numbers, 
many  of  whom  make  religion  subservient  to  their  selfish  aims,  faithless,  reckless,  and  of 
no  account,  reflecting  on  their  connections  with  the  church  or  state,  contending  for  non- 
essentials in  forms,  rites  and  ceremonies,  made  by  man  and  for  man  ? 

What  does  the  pure  mind  of  man  care,  whether  a  part  of  the  body  or  the  whole, 
should  be  bathed  in  water  ;  whether  the  opinion,  that  the  elect  should  only  be  saved  in 
place  of  all  seeking  safety,  by  self-agency  of  mind,  in  its  best  aspirations,  unless  it 
dedores  the  miserable  position  superseding  correct  duty  ? 

What  does  this  all  arise  from,  but  degraded  designs  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the 
other,  fundamental  ignorance  and  error,  never  to  be  corrected,  that  go  from  bad  to 
worse,  till  all  shall  be  swept  away  before  the  Almighty,  the  only  object  of  pure  religion, 
that  only  satisfies  the  wise  and  virtuous? 

What  character  so  base,  that  will  defeat  the  right  direction  and  tendency  of  what  so 
controls  man^s  happiness  ? 

The  department  of  all  sectarianism  shows  an  irreconcilable  antagonism  to  each 
other,  horrible  and  depraved,  for  the  worst  purposes. 

But  some  sectarians  hate  sin,  that  is,  vice  and  iniquities. 

Do  not  all  good  and  wise  citizens  hate  the  same,  if  well  raised  and  bred,  their  brain 
balanced,  their  education  right,  their  social  circles  of  elevated  thoughts,  which  bespeak 
the  reason  of  such  position  ? 

Learning,  is  it  in  the  church  faith,  causing  all  countries,  receiving  its  peculiar  faith, 
to  flourish  as  countries  never  flourished  ? 

The  very  best  evidence  of  the  reverse  is  the  fact,  that  a  counterfeit  faith,  a  super- 
stition is  adopted,  showing  the  ignorance  of  people,  not  knowing  it  instead  of  religion, 
showing  the  unsoundest  state  of  science,  where  the  very  first  principle  is  violated,  and 
ferocious  and  insidious  absolutism  has  been,  and  is  invoked  in  all  its  forms  to  carry 
it  out. 

Is  that  an  honorable  position  of  learning  and  science,  where  faith  is  made  use  of  over 
mind,  laith  superseding  religion  and  truth,  causing  the  most  odious  church  vassalage  ? 

Al»oIotism  that  advocates  any  sach  divine  rights  of  potentates,  civil  or  ecclesiaBtica], 
uuist  be  discarded. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


400  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORiLS. 

Protestantism,  as  advocating  such,  though  the  least  of  evils,  as  to  Romanism,  and 
other  peculiar  faiths,  only  as  it  emerges  from  superstition  more,  and  gives  more  latitude 
to  mind,  as  it  commands  the  reading  of  the  bible,  when  Romanism  had  excluded  it  once, 
is  more  tolerated,  but  the  conscientious  freeman  is  yet  frightened  by  its  libels,  as  old 
women,  and  children,  against  free  rational  discussion  of  the  essential  principles  of 
rational  religion,  and  the  visionary  position  of  its  faith. 

Is  that  freedom  of  mind,  when  reading  of  intellectual  works,  about  free  agency  of 
mind,  are  prohibited  by  all  fanatical  expedients,  creating  church  member  valvals,  and 
degraded  ciphers  of  thought,  of  demoralized  pupilage  ? 

If  that  faith  be  sound  and  just,  honest  and  truthful,  membership  will  be  high-minded 
to  meet  all  opposition  as  the  best  thing  for  all  the  >vorld. 

But  opposition,  that  is  principled,  defies  all  church  faith  that  is  or  has  been  the 
avowed  enemy  of  mind,  as  long  as  free  thought  and  independent  action  can  be  estimated, 
as  the  noblest  position  of  man,  and  execrating  all  forms  of  peculiar  faith  that  have 
crushed  man's  spirit,  by  all  basest  expedients. 

What  is  rational  free  discussion  for,  but  to  clear  the  whole  world  of  its  rankest  errors, 
and  its  most  obvious  prejudices  ? 

There  is  no  limit  in  this  world  to  its  varied  superstition,  in  any  age  or  country, 
except  by  the  light  of  mind,  that  rules  out  the  bigotry  of  action. 

What  wise  head  of  any  church  faith  would  wish  it  established  by  intrigue,  malign 
influence  of  military  stratagem,  bribery  ? 

Are  such  appropriate  to  create  the  solid  foundations  of  any  faith  ? 

What  is  thus  established  by  such  force  is  the  work  of  fraud,  and  is  amenable  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  highest  justice.  What  is  established  by  force  may  be  speedily  prostrated 
thereby. 

But  all  such  never  can  suit  civilized  map,  or  any  state  of  man  who  needs  the  best  gifts 
of  civilization,  not  the  curses  of  superstition  and  barbarism. 

Man  has  a  social  and  religious  duty  rightly  to  perform,  from  his  organization  the  in- 
nate foundation  therefor. 

No  church  faith  personal  or  absolute  power  can  alter  or  endow  this,  the  pure  gift  of  an 
untrammcled  conscience. 

No  wise  observer  will  wonder  to  see  that  all  church  power  has  its  days  numbered,  by 
the  spirit  and  action  of  science.  The  wiles  of  hierarchy  and  the  papal  potency  suffered 
badly,  when  the  light  of  philosophy  truly  dawned. 

Its  meridian  light  will  scatter  all  such  by  a  total  eclipse.  When  its  blessings  are  dif- 
fused, all  the  ambitious  aspirations  of  superstition  yield  their  temporal  pretences  to  those 
of  heroic  virtues  as  patriotism  and  self-denial,  exhibited  by  the  greatest  men  devoted  to 
enlightened  mind's  institutions. 

Enlightened  codes  and  precepts  properly  prepared  are  the  safe-guards  of  the  social 
world,  enabling  all  to  appreciate  their  duty,  and  to  feel  the  necessary  penalty  on  social 
and  moral  violations. 

Time  will  be  known  as  the  great  vindicator  of  eternal  truth,  when  man  knows  him- 
self practically. 

How  many  numerous  oppositions  do  sectarians  show  to  each  other,  and  still  they 
affect  religion,  doing  duty  to  God  and  man,  fostering  the  very  elements  of  strife  ;  any 
thing  else  but  good  feelings  of  mind  you  may  call  all  such. 

Where  is  that  courteous  toleration,  nay,  rationality,  that  adopts  what  is  rational,  that 
suits  the  rational  spirit  of  this  age  of  freedom  ? 

We  are  bound  to  give  all  due  respect  to  the  feelings  of  all  true  members  of  all 
churches,  though  myriads  do  not  believe,  but  join  from  various  impure  motives,  hence 
all  such  faith  originates  the  curse  of  hypocrisy  on  man  in  all  departments . 

What  good  citizen  will  affirm  this  to  be  right  ? 

All  have  innate  faculties,  functions  and  principles  of  religion,  and  if  rational  religion 
exist,  these  professions  must  be  sound  and  pure  for  ever. 

Religion  and  worldly  affairs  as  church  professions,  must  never  be  mixed,  but  invari- 
ably be  separate.  The  priestocracy  have  nothing  to  do  with  religion.  Not  only  separ- 
ate church  from  state,  but  from  money  and  all  peculiar  power  that  intervene  between 
mind  and  God.  We  must  nurture  such  morals  that  science  can  originate,  reason  ap- 
prove, and  philosophy  seal. 

All  these  are  proper  resources,  and  will  do  to  fall  back  upon. 

We  must  have  just  action  on  belief  and  adoration  of  Deity,  to  cut  down  selfish  sec- 
tarianism, bigotry,  hypocrisy,  impiety,  blasphemy,  man-worship,  polytheism  in  all  its 
disguises  of  members  as  trinity  and  idolatry,  under  their  various  and  disguised  forme. 

AH  the  church  establishments  are  money-power  engines. 

What  benefit  can  they  impart  to  the  world  1    The  preachers  have  "  caUs.'* 
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Who  can  dispute  their  thinking  so,  if  they  choose  and  if  the  call  be  profitable  1 

When  the  true  adoration  of  the  true  living  God  Mrill  supersede  the  various  worships 
of  superstition,  and  destroy  hypocrisy  by  his  immutable  principles  that  keep  the  universe 
in  the  proper  sphere,  and  direct  moral  agents  to  their  proper  duty,  we  shall  be  puzzled 
to  see  what  preachers  and  priests  can  do  for  mankind. 

All  had  best  retire  forthwith,  as  unneeded  at  all. 

Analysis  of  mind  leads  men  to  appreciate  its  principles  and  ideas,  that  lead  conclusively 
to  God  a  fixed  fact  of  all  facts,  but  many  church  people  have  partial  conversions  to 
messiahs  and  fall  ba(^  soon  afterwards.     What  do  all  such  avail  them  ? 

But  what  rational  mind  can  fall  back  from  its  recognised  God  ?  As  well  ask  for  the 
destruction  of  the  universe.  , 

What  protection  is  the  church  against  evil,  sin,  or  vice,  independent  of  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  God '^ 

As  far  as  churches  embrace  conservative  principles  they  do  good,  but  those  principles 
ire  universal  to  mind,  not  peculiar  to  any  individual  body.  Churches  corrupt  the  right 
impression  about  those  principles. 

The  foundation  of  all  those  very  principles  must  begin  rightly  with  mind,  not  church 
membership.  ' 

Principles,  then,  have  acted  the  world's  age,  where  messiahs  could  not  possibly  be 
heard  of,  and  where  they  could  not  possibly  go,  and  that  all  over  the  globe,  consequently 
messiahship  is  inefficient,  defective,  deceptive,  and  degrading  to  all  minds,  churches,  or 
any  body  corporate. 

When  the  mighty  hand  of  time  shall  sweep  all  traditions  into  the  dust,  as  the  folly  and 
crime  of  mind  perverted,  then  shall  arise  the  beauties  and  strength  of  mind  enlightened, 
and  God^a  temple  shall  be  in  such  mind,  and  all  will  acquiesce  in  one  universal  brother- 
hood, that  will  be  appreciated  on  the  principles  of  universal  union. 

Then  churches,  faiths,  creeds,  or  sectarian  clanships  shall  be  no  longer  a  shield  for 
bad  members. 

Then  society  will  be  on  the  right  basis,  and  God's  blessings  will  be  aroused  in  a  more 
aacred  cause. 

Then  the  necessity  for  all  secret  societies  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  great  objec- 
tion to  all  such  having  a  malign  influence  of  some  popular  members  oppressing  others, 
aod  interfering  in  some  of  the  social  relations. 

Then  crimes  will  be  punished  as  they  deserve,  and  universal  society  cloaks  will  be 
stripped  off  as  unworthy  mantles  before  the  majesty  and  honesty  of  mind,  that  leads  man 
to  his  God. 

Then  the  sophistry  that  a  school-boy  can  detect,  of  God's  character  not  being  recog- 
nised by  his  works  alone,  will  be  silenced  effectually,  whether  coming  from  open  atheists 
or  those  in  the  disguise  of  any  kind  of  polytheism  or  priestocracy . 

Then  the  base  impositions  and  abuses  of  God's  works,  dwarfed  into  a  bible  of  tradition, 
under  the  false  pretence  of  sacred  character,  will  be  exposed  as  ignominious  acts  of 
degraded  men. 

Then  the  thousands  of  disreputable  people  of  all  nations,  that  have  never  sworn  the 
truth  on  the  bible  in  a  Court  of  Justice  when  it  was  not  their  interest  to  do  so,  will 
learn  another  code,  to  speak  the  truth  from  their  infancy,  and  affirm  it,  not  swear  to  it, 
in  their  manhood.  He  who  speaks  the  truth  will  do  so  without  a  bible.  He  who  is 
pennred  in  conscience  will  not  speak  the  truth  if  to  be  compelled  by  bibles. 

Then  we  shall  see  the  difference  of  a  wise  education,  that  teaches  mind  its  first  les- 
son, that  of  truth,  and  that  gives  it  its  last  blessing  on  this  earth  from  the  truth. 

Then  the  ignoble  distinction  that  engenders  sectarian  differences  of  reaching  the  truth, 
whether  on  a  cross  or  on  a  bible,  will  be  swept  away,  as  swearing  of  any  kind  is  worthless 
and  degrading,  but  that  afib'mation  is  truthful,  endurable,  and  consistent,  because  it  rests 
on  the  only  principle,  a  sure  foundation,  a  right  tuition  from  the  mother's  breast ! 

Intelligent  citizens  whose  age  and  observation  entitle  them  to  due  consideration,  speak 
the  sentiments  of  many,  that  more  than  a  majority  of  the  christian  church  members  join 
for  sinister  motives ;  while  other  citizens,  high  in  the  estimation  of  their  circle,  speak 
the  opinions  of  many  when  they  say,  such  very  people  are  these  that  they  have  to  be 
watched  most  above  all  others. 

Due  credit  must  be  given  to  all  worthy  people  in  or  out  of  churches  or  peculiar  faiths, 
according  to  their  motives,  as  proved  by  their  deeds,  not  professions ;  the  only  true  esti- 
mate, actions. 

Let  none  complain  if  there  be  hypocrites  in  their  church,  the  sooner  they  are  exposed 
the  better,  as  stumbling  blocks.  But  the.  sooner  the  fundamental  position  is  corrected 
that  makes  hypocrites,  the  better. 

We  do  not  complain  that  there  are  hypocrites  and  evil  doers  in  all  churches,  as  they 

2U 
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are  more  or  less  abundant;  they  would  be  greater,  did  not  the  light  and  lastre  and  worth 
of  mind  guard  them  so  well ;  but  that  tlie  only  position  is  not  secured  that  makes  tlie 
least. 

But  all  churchmen  will  find  it  impossible,  under  a  peculiar  faith,  to  have  any  other 
than  those  of  peculiar  motives. 

As  long  as  the  system  of  peculiar  faith  is  sustained  by  trade  and  speculation,  the 
highest  bidding  for  hypocrisy  will  be  made,  unfortunately  for  the  race  of  mankind. 

What  will  not  absolutism  do,  under  all  her  disguises  ?  Now  tiie  issue  should  not  be 
led  open  at  the  mercy  of  the  elements,  when  all  liable  to  injury  have  immortal  minds, 
that. should  not  be  thus  perverted  and  necessarily  corrupted. 

Romanism  has  sought  to  prostitute  principles  to  its  peculiar  purposes,  but  corruption 
drove  to  secession  and  Protestantism,  that  has  itself  been  subsidized  into  state-chureli- 
ship  and  all  the  various  secessions. 

All  these  liave  been  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  persecution,  hatred  or  ill-will. 

There  can  be  but  one  catholic  church,  that  must  recognise  God  as  its  head,  and  all 
members  as  equal,  no  more. 

There  can  be  no  aristocracy  of  power  therein,  for  corruption  will  follow  necessarily 
otherwise. 

The  errors  of  churches  otherwise  ordained  have  been  so  open,  that  all  that  open  tlieir 
eyes  cannot  mistake  the  signs. 

But  the  fundamental  error  creates  all  the  difficulties,  as  the  door  is  wide  open  for 
future  errors,  from  the  doctrines,  precepts,  maxims  and  practices  of  peculiar  faith. 

In  our  time,  new  sects  have  arisen  with  all  their  novelty  and  fiction,  but  the  Mormon 
faith  is  only  a  branch  of  the  old  superstition. 

A  previous  branch  was  Mahommedan  faith. 

Upon  what  tribunal  but  that  of  mind  will  you  put  down  all  peculiar  faiths  1 

Then  you  must,  as  good  citizens,  adopt  rational  religion. 

The  Mormons  arc  as  good  as  any  peculiar  faith,  no  Christian  faith  or  sect  at  all 
excepted,  if  they  use  the  same  light  of  mind  and  all  its  proper  teachings. 

But  this  reformation  is  not  adequate  to  the  demands  of  mind  and  civilization.  No* 
thing  short  of  conservative  revolution  can  rescue  out  of  all  such  quagmires. 

To  get  rid  of  all  other  peculiar  faiths  you  must  first  get  rid  of  all  youTS.  You  need 
not  hesitate,  for  you  only  lay  aside  the  trammels  of  superstition. 

And,  patriots,  are  you  not  most  vitally  interested  ? 

The  Mormons  may  vanquish  the  regular  churchmen,  standing  for  centuries  before,  on 
doctrinal  and  biblical  arguments,  to  their  greatest  triumph. 

The  older  churches  cannot  object  to  the  Mormon  platform,  as  all  stand  equal  on 
fiction ! 

How  is  this,  men  of  trutli  and  mind  ? 

All  look  upon  the  Mormons  as  impostors,  who  pretend  to  have  found  a  new  bible  and 
golden  plates ! 

A  plagiary  from  the  novel  of  some  preacher ! 

A  preacher  a  novel  writer !  Are  not  all  preachers  in  this  category  ?  Is  not  every 
sermon  a  novel,  if  connected  with  any  bible  of  tradition  ? 

In  Mormonism  it  is  only  a  little  plainer  that  thousands  are  deceived  or  deceive  them- 
selves, if  not  others. 

Had  it  existed  thousands  of  years  past,  and  had  commenced  by  improvements  in 
mind  and  morals,  testified  to  by  assumed  authority  of  pretended  saints,  affecting  mira- 
cles and  revelations,  it  had  been  reverenced  much  of  the  world  over. 

Now,  people  in  these  latter  days  may  begin  to  see  the  curses  and  fruits  of  super- 
stition. 

Wars  and  conflicts  have  arisen  therefor,  and  the  advocates  of  this  peculiar  faith  have 
been  driven  from  several  states,  one  after  another,  and  finally  to  Utah,  where  they  seek 
to  emerge  from  a  new  and  distinct  territory,  with  all  the  functions  of  government  and 
their  faith. 

Now,  church  people,  you  see  only  Mormonism,  one  of  the  errors — and  you  have  it  in 
power  to  arrest  your  part  of  it. 

Touch  not  the  impurity  of  peculiar  faith ;  for  you  cannot  tell  whither  it  will  lead. 
You  can  only  head  it  by  monotheism. 

Pity  it  is  that  we  haul  not  had  conservative  revolution  for  reformation,  for  then  all 
•such  impositions  drive  us  back  irresistibly  to  mind,  as  having  the  best  data,  and  that  re- 
cognises all  riehts,  human  and  divine,  through  reason.  Reason  is  tlieu,  the  divine  attri- 
bute of  rational  religion.  Without  reason,  no  such  thing  as  religion  can  exist,  the  mise- 
rable opinion  about  faith,  by  botches,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The  interested 
(tinkers  are  not  able  to  analyze  the  truth. 
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We  tpoutd  have  the  beauty  of  their  curse,  in  this  our  age,  if  the  Mormons  were  equal 
to  half  of  the  people  of  America*  This  country  would  have  to  take  war,  or  adopt  their 
soperbtition  more  extensively. 

What  if  the  various  hierarchies  of  peculiar  faith  had  the  mastery  of  the  world  now, 
what  but  the  dark  and  dismal  days  of  superstition  would  be  the  result  ?  Let  any  one 
get  the  supreme  ascendancy  of  the  world,  and  farewell  liberty  of  mind,  as  well  as  its 
lisrht ;  even  the  proper  and  necessary  benefits  of  toleration  would  be  abolished,  and 
the  most  horrible  of  all  tyrannies  would  bo  repeated  the  world  over.  World-patriots 
amuse,  for  your  present  and  future  safety. 

Let  not  the  church  sectarian  lay  any  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  as  he  ever  stands 
on  slippery  ground.  It  is  his  highest  and  best  interest  to  correct  the  miserable  state  of 
tilings,  in  peculiar  alias  false  faith. 

The  great  object  of  religion  is  not  to  alienate,  but  be  enlightened,  or  enlighten  be- 
forehand friends  to  be  made,  not  foemen  worthy  of  the  steel,  to  be  slaughtered  and 
butchered. 

AU  rational  beings  must  accord  to  all  the  worthy  people  of  the  world,  who  have 
adopted  their  faith  about  religion,  the  sincere  intentions  to  save  their  souls,  knowing  as 
we  do  many  church  and  pulpit  members  to  be  most  worthy  members  of  society,  as  now 
directed  by  mind. 

How  could  they  otherwise  be  by  this  universal  standard,  at  this  age,  with  their  organi- 
sation and  education? 

Their  peculiar  faith  proves  nothing  at  all — ^no  addition  to  the  benefits  of  such 
society.     They  may  expect  that  their  church  professions  prove  it  ?     But  not  at  all. 

They  love  the  brethren,  but  hate  the  other  sects? 

If  not,  why  attack  sects  then,  and  say  all  the  things  said  | 

We  cannot  refuse  the  sectarians,  however  mistaken,  their  claim  for  their  faith, 
but  we  must  say  that  peculiar  faith  has  no  peculiar  claim ;  that  all  rational  minds 
must  see. 

How  often  is  the  same  church  at  loggerheads,  and  split  into  several  factious  divi- 
sions? All  had  better  quit  then.  What  is  a  church  ?  Is  it  anything  of  mind,  then  it 
is  at  once  what  is  rational  religion,  so  far  as  that  mind  is  rationally  free,  otherwise  it  is 
vassal ;  hence  the  interminable  difficulties  and  squabbles,  and  consequent  demoralizations. 
Alt  these  are  not  the  fourth  of  mind,  only  as  it  is  perverted  by  peculiar  notions. 

But  the  feeling  is  taken  for  the  evidence  of  religion.  That  will  not  answer.  What 
church  factions  and  squabbles,  showing  that  one  party  have  no  principles.  Cases  of 
acxrusation  about  unchastity  may  occur,  and  the  most  partisan  views  are  advanced,  to 
promote  vice  as  well  as  doctrines. 

When  the  fact  is  affirmed  that  a  church  member  of  standing  is  converted  to  the  Mor> 
men  faith,  and  stated  that  she  never  had  before  any  religion,  this  thing  of  feeling  is  no 
test,  but  self-delusion  and  fallacy. 

When  many  converts  of  all  churches  fall  back,  and  have  to  be  converted  over  again, 
then  the  world  can  put  its  own  estimates  on  all  such. 

When  long  standing  church  members  fall,  and  fall  disgracefully,  the  whole  question 
is  yielded  that  all  such  systems  only  fail,  as  others  analogous  fail  before  them.  All 
must  foil.       • 

But  church  organization  embraces  trade  and  speculation,  that  are  hardly  expedient 
in  God-given  religion. 

The  tithes  of  the  people  are  better  appropriated  to  the  best  light  of  mind,  and  would 
go  far  to  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

What  expenses  of  religion  could  there  be  if  the  experience  rest,  as  it  should,  with  the 
possessor,  who  is  the  professor  before  his  God  ? 

Honesty  and  truth,  the  foundation  of  purpose,  would  never  show  any  half  way  designs. 

Youth  would  not  be  committed  about  creeds,  but  would  prove  her  sincerity  in  acts 
from  generous  impulses  of  religion. 

Many  church  members  deceive  under  the  broad  mantle  of  profession.  Never  should 
there  be  credence  for  aught  but  good  works  and  upright  behavior,  based  on  pure  religion, 
that  is  rational. 

Correct  views  are  to  be  estimated  forever,  in  language  that  gives  due  weight  and 
appreciation  of  man's  actions. 

We  must  arrest  the  facility  to  vice  and  perjury,  that  is  too  common. 

The  members  of  churches  are  members  of  the  human  family,  no  better,  no  worse  than 
most  of  that  family  in  similar  circumstances ;  but  it  is  a  miserable  policy  to  have  abuses 
in  the  world  that  can  be  corrected,  and  to  have  them  aliens  from  unity  universal. 

The  church  emoluments  are  an  incumbrance  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  an  etil 
of  corruption  to  freedom  and  equity  of  the  people. 
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Mind  should  duly  estimate  those  affairs  that  bring  so  mach  reproach  upon  the  churches, 
as  adultery,  seduction,  fornication,  &c.,  whether  by  ministers  or  lay  members. 

If,  then,  all  church  members  are  as  amenable  as  human  nature  like  the  world,  what 
can  protect  better  than  conservative  principles  rationally  avowed  and  adopted  ? 

As  no  one  but  God  can  know  of  another's  religion  by  profession,  whether  the  indivi- 
dual see|cs  membership  by  design  or  purely,  and  in  the  first  case  acting  the  hypocrite, 
the  worst  of  characters,  we  have  to  take  him  or  her  by  their  conduct  u>r  life,  not  their 
profession,  consequently  the  system  of  reception  on  experience  of  feelings  must  be 
utterly  fallacious. 

All  must  be  truthful  and  honest,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  religious,  for  truUi  and 
honesty  are  the  foundation  attributes  of  religion  that  requires  humanity  and  other  virtues. 

How,  then,  can  we  know  of  religious  feeling  but  by  conduct? 

Some  churches  initiate  members  on  personsd  experience,  and  declare  them  religioos ; 
but  if  the  members  do  not  act  uprightly  they  are  excluded  as  defaulting. 

As  their  church  advocates  the  doctrine  that  converts  cannot  f^ill  from  grace,  these 
members  are  considered  never  to  have  had  religion  I  Peculiar  faith  hajs,  tSien,  no  test 
at  all. 

The  advocates  admit  persons  as  fit  members  on  their  assertion  and  profession  of  faith, 
and  then  exclude  them  as  never  having  possessed  the  very  essentials  of  admission! 
Here  is  a  total  failure  of  peculiar  faith  and  its  pretences. 

It  reduces  itself  to  probation  in  or  out  of  church,  which  probation  excludes  verf 
many. 

Some  leave  in  process  of  time,  believing  that  they  sever  possessed  religion ;  others 
are  expelled  for  various  unmemberlike  conduct. 

Many  of  the  balance,  more  fortunate,  are  not  turned  out  till  found  out. 

Of  course,  then,  they  are  not  indebted  to  church  membership,  but  the  principles  of 
God  evinced  by  rational  religion. 

This  adl  proves  that  religion  should  be  between  man  and  God. 

Now,  if  church  members  of  the  various  sects  and  systems,  to  an  extraordinary  extent 
and  number,  have  no  sincerity  in  their  profession,  but  by  profession  from  policy  have 
joined  from  various  impure  motives  and  designs,  as  increase  of  influence,  of  power, 
money,  self-interest,  matrimony,  combination,  clanship,  collusion,  the  sooner  such  a 
state  of  things  is  exposed  the  better.  All  societies  that  interfere  with  social  principles 
are  nuisances. 

The  pure  who  have  joined  for  pure  motives  will  certainly  see  the  necessity  for  looking 
to  a  purer  source  than  man's  foul  designs,  that  all  perish. 

They  will  feel  the  harm  it  does  to  have  a  Christ  instead  of  a  God ;  an  usurper 
instead  of  the  Proprietor.     The  present-day  papers  show  a  spirit  of  prosely tism  to  or 
'  from  papists  and  protestants,  yet  all  will  not  avail  against  the  final  decay  of  peculiar 
faith,  protestant  or  Romanist. 

Look  at  the  tithes  of  state  churches,  their  gorgeous  incomes  and  the  pretences  of 
their  priests. 

Some  of  the  ehurehes  have  arrested  this  in  part. 

What  deadly  hate  and  rancorous  animosity  prevail  among  different  sectarian  churches, 
even  of  the  same  country. 

The  mutual  scandal  vnll  hasten  their  death-blow. 

The  exile  of  the  pope  of  Rome  showed  the  feelings  of  the  people,  who  ought  to 
know  best,  though  excommunicated  by  their  pope ! 

Which  is  the  true,  the  infallible,  the  orthodox  church  ?  None.  Rational  religion  can 
tell  the  balance.  What  would  it  avail  the  world,  if  we  were  to  seek  only  to  reform  the 
faults  of  the  protestants,  or  the  vices  of  the  Romanists,  and  not  to  revolutionize  for  the 
true  adoration  of  the  overliving  God  % 

As  to  the  length  of  time  the  Romanists  have  been  in  existence,  for  eighteen  centu- 
ries, we  see  pagans  have  existed  thousands  of  years  before  their  commencement,  and 
are  not  overthrown  by  Romanism. 

Judaism,  the  parent,  and  Mahommedanism*,  another  oflTspring,  still  pursue  then- 
course. 

How  can  one  superstition  triumph  over  another  1 

Here  rises  the  youngest  born,  Mormonism,  as  good  as  the  best,  if  she  conform  as  well 
to  outward  appearances. 

Polytheism,  in  some  form  or  other  of  idolatry,  is  still  before  the  world  in  its  disgust- 
ingcharacters. 

The  penitent  is  in  a  troubled  state  of  mind.  His  anxious  state  of  inquiry  is  met  by 
those  who  have  been  over  the  ground.  As  preachers,  of  course-  they  must  speak  the 
truth,  for  who  does  suppose  that  **  divines^*  stretch  their  conscience  ?    llie  mediators 
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are  at  hxnd,  wh«zeby  the  penitent  can  only  be  saved.  He  is  not  able  to  investigate,  in 
hLs  new-born  zeal,  and  must  act  as  told  by  custom,  interest,  influence  of  the  peculiar 
predominant  faith.  What  despot  ever  made  g^reater  vassalage  of  mind  ?  The  church- 
gospel  is  unquestionable,  and  the  authority  of  its  expounders  is  dictatorial  for  the  poor 
neophyte.  He  is  duped  at  first,  and  of  course  must  be  consistent  in  his  inconsistent 
and  untenable  position  of  faith.  Where  would  be  the  world  but  for  Deity,  where  else 
but  in  chaos  and  confusion  ? 

Ail  feelings  about  church- faith  may  be  perfect  illusions,  as  we  may  see  at  times  of 
reviTal,  when,  out  of  fifty  thinking  themselves  converted,  hardly  one-nflh  persevere  in 
that  conscientious  belief? 

And  of  these,  how  many  are  really  the  religious  ?  Have  they  started  with  the  first 
correct  point  ?  Is  their  position  not  the  farthest  distant  from  religion  ?  For,  if  God  be 
considered  the  Creator,  as  no  sound  mind  can  dare  deny,  he  has  provided  universal 
means  of  the  beat  happiness,  and  that  thousands  of  years  before  a  pretended  messiah 
was  ever  thought  of.       * 

The  priests  and  preachers  affect  to  know  all  about  it,  as  it  is  their  profession  ;  but 
this  is  Jill  false  pretence,  necessarily  of  the  worst  character,  to  mislead  mind  and  ^uU 
the  people.     They  are  the  most  ignorant  analysts  of  the  whole  world — a  disgrace  to  mind. 

Because  some  have  been  members  of  churches,  they  tbink  they  ought  to  know  all 
about  their  peculiar  faith,  of  no  account  to  the  world. 

But  they  have  been  under  self-delusion.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  church-faith, 
from  the  nature  of  things.  There»is  chuich-faith  enough  that  is  peculiar,  and  to  spare, 
aod  all  that  is  man^9,  certainly,  opinions. 

What  and  who  are  church-members,  if  they  be  not  as  the  best  circles  of  civilization 
guided  by  social  benefits  ?  How  often  is  it,  that  church-membecs  show  no  compunction 
of  conscience,  hardened  in  guilt,  and  steeped  in  iniquity  ? 

What  hold  can  the  world  have  on  such  portion  of  men  in  payment  of  their  debts,  if 
destitute  apparently  of  property,  if,  above  law^s  made  for  debtors,  they  are  below  honor  ? 

Sectarians  say  they  know  they  have  a  saving  faith,  because  they  love  the  brethren. 
What  brethren  ?  Those  of  the  same  church  ?  The  stumbling-blocks  and  all  1  But 
what  do  they  mean,  when  they  hate  those  of  other  sects  1  "When  they  would  not 
stav  in  a  church,  only  a  few  years  over  a  century  old  *^  ? 

If  time  be  the  criterion,  then  they  must  go  to  the  oldest,  Uiough  the  most  corrupt  in 
peculiar  faith. 

If  protestant,  they  hate  the  Romanist  with  a  bitter  hate,  for  that  has  perpetrated  hor- 
rible wars  in  protestantism. 

If  they  truly  seek  the  most  ancient  and  trust-worthy,  they  must  seek  rational  reli- 
gion. The  world,  then,  is  only  on  the  saTe  side  surely,  when  it  seeks  the  great  ever- 
Uving  God,  Creator  of  the  universe,  whose  soul  expands  and  sympathizes  throughout 
creation.  If  we  adopt  God,  as  necessarily  sound  minds  must,  we  must  adopt  his 
universal  works  that  require  universal,  not  peculiar  laws. 

Again,  we  recognise  in  all  other  matters,  the  highest  kind  of  best  evidence  of  sense 
and  science,  but  in  faith,  that  is  the  highest  attainment,  a  blind  superstitious  belief  is  to  be 
foisted  on  the  intelligent  minds  of  freemen,  who  are  not  to  be  deceived  out  of  one  living 
God  of  justice  and  mercy,  by  any  of  the  frauds  or  frailties  of  poor  human  nature. 

Should  they  be  defrauded,  or  scared  out  of  their  life-rights  ?  All  virtuous,  high- 
minded,  and  honorable  citizens  will  ever  seek  to  protect  the  society  of  the  world,  to 
keep  people  from  being  hypoi^rites. 

They  must  have  them  all  judged  properly  on  principles  of  sense,  honor,  and  honesty, 
not  by  professions,  but  by  deeds  that  speak. 

None  of  God's  principles  can  permit  hypocrisy,  therefore  the  means  that  lead  to  that 
result  by  temptation,  are  to  be  excluded. 

No  pure  men  can  tolerate  any  speculative  priestcrafl,  or  preacher-crafl,  that  results  in 
that 

Hierarchy  is  a  petty  monarchy,  the  most  tjrrannical  government  without  soul,  as  it  is 
without  sympathy,  basely  hypocritical  and  criminal,  especially  with  inquisition, — intol- 
erance, a  most  hideous  tyrant. 

With  all  the  boasts  of  church-laudation  and  priests'  pretences^  for  their  centuries,  we 
see  yet  how  deplorable  and  sad  the  condition  of  the  world,  only  to  be  improved  by 
niind  directed  in  her  best  efiforts.  . 

Feeling  has  been  pretended  as  a  means,  the  spirit  of  God  witnessing  with  the  spirit 
of  man,  but  all  this,  if  pecuhar  faith,  has  been  a  failure  in  churches,  and  proves  nothm?. 

An  that  IS  addressed  to  man,  is  through  rational  mind,  by  a  perfect  not  peculiar  God« 

Are  not  the  rich  and  influential  persons  pre-eminently  sought  for,  by  the  ministry  t 
Is  tills  religion  1 
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How  shall  we  estimate  the  customs  of  churches  as  essential,  when  some  shoatyOthen 
do  not  ? 

Some  shout  at  church,  join  as  members,  and  then  leave  the  membership. 

How  far  is  this  all  from  self-delusion,  mere  excitement,  or  enthusiasm  aroused  by 
sympathy  1 

How  far  does  this  theatrical  representation,  by  shouting,  avail  in  rational  religion  1 

What  has  it  to  do  with  God^s  religion  ? 

Why  should  it  prevail,  when  at  revivals  the  preachers  tell  the  shouters  to  stop,  tho 
noise  generally  soon  ceases. 

Youth  is  generally  taught  to  look  at  much  of  this  as  the  only  safety,  aod  it  becomes 
a  part  of  their  education,  and  at  last  they  assume  it  as  an  indispensable  matter. 

Others,  through  sympathy  of  relationship  or  feeling,  join  them,  and.  even  men  of 
minds,  that  ought  to  know  better,  shout. 

Who  will  admire  the  locomotive  worship  of  the  Shakers  an^  Jerkers,  as  essential  to 
any  but  their  peculiar  doctrines  ? 

Predestination  is  pitted  against  the  free  agency  of  mind,  and  then  we  see  the  antago- 
nism of  sectarianism  in  the  last  or  in  both,  as  the  advocates  narrow  it  down  to  their 
peculiar  notions,  and  in  the  way  the  first  is  used,  it  does  away  with  the  responsibility 
of  mind. 

God^s  spirit  bears  witness  with  man^s  spirit,  that  is  God's  inspiration,  is  the  only  one 
on  mind  all  the  time,  and  all  others  are  excluded. 

When  did  God's  cease  ?  To  say  that  God's  spirit  or  inspiration  is  not  with  man's 
spirit,  is  a  horrible  libel  on  Deity. 

O,  but  as  you  have  never  been  in  our  particular  church,  you  have  not  our  particular 
«»irit !  As  if  there  could  be  more  than  one  in  God's  universe^  and  of  course  not  his. 
This  is  part  of  the  quintessence  of  church  sophistry. 

Every  nation  of  old  had  its  particular  gods,  that,  in  their  opinion,  were  better  than 
the  gods  of  other  nations. 

Now,  the  churches  have — ^well,  we  submit  this  case  to  respectable  people,  who  had 
been  members  of  a  church,  claiming  free  agency  of  mind,  but  who  become  Mormons, 
and  declared  that  they  had  never  known  what  religion  was  before  that  feeling ! 

Did  they  have  relicion  then  ?  Who  believes  it  1  Feeling  cannot  prove  it,  except 
with  the  principles  of  God,  that  prove  it  completely,  and  satisfactorily. 

The  sense  of  the  soul  is  not  by  feeling,  but  by  mind,  that  lias  the  universe  to  analyze, 
but  has  been  most  cowardly  deserted  for  the  most  miserable  false  pretences. 

Church  membership  cannot  create  anything  essential,  that  ia  not  in  the  universal 
principles  of  God. 

Messiahs  and  their  ministers,  may  pretend  to  monopolize  for  a  time,  but  their  pre 
tences  are  false,  and  will  faD. 

Religion,  the  advocates  of  p^uliar  church  faith,  assume  must  be  spiritualized,  ot 
taken  in  a  spiritual  sense. 

Do  we  know  what  we  believe  ?  If  we  do  not,  but  intrust  ourselves  in  the  power  oi 
suspicious  and  badly-raised  characters,  we  are  in  the  chains  of  absolutism. 

As  to  churches,  it  matters  not,  as  to  age  or  creeds,  since  sectarians  need  not  contend 
about  either,  as  all  is  peculiar  faith.     Trifiers  wOl  contend  about  trifles. 

The  divisions  are  abundant,  and  the  contentions  will  continue  to  demoralize  on  theii 
basis. 

Rationality,  the  best  essence  of  mind's  functions,  does  not  seek  churches  to  hear  of 
Christ,  but  hoar  all  proper  principles  of  God,  who  governa  men'a  best  actions. 

But  '^  that  change  of  heart"  is  to  be  effected. 

W  hat  is  that,  but  the  proper  effect  of  the  light,  previously  existent  of  Deity  in  the 
mind  and  soul  ? 

It  must  be  the  mind  and  soul,  and  not  ihe  mere  heart,  a  mere  blood-organ,  that  is 
represented. 

But  the  natural  man  cannot  see ;  it  is  the  spiritual ! 

The  mind  of  every  man  that  is  rational,  recognises  things,  rational  or  spiritual,  on 
this  sphere. 

No  obstruction  that  is  valid,  can  be  raised  by  bible  sophistry,  that  is  derogatory  to 
reason. 

It  does  not  become  an  authority,  not  yet  established  oq  rational  proof,  afVer  all  its 
pretences,  to  dictate  instruction  to  mind,  its  superior.  , 

If  nuin  were  all  spirit,  it  might  do  to  talk  of  tho  spiritual  man,  but  his  is  a  mixed 
state,  spiritual  and  physical,  corporeal  and  mental. 

Tlio  Spirit  of  G old  that  pervawles  all  space,  operates  on  mind.  Whence  conscit^a^*" 
oiheiwiae  ? 
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• 

The  parer  the  conscience,  the  brighter  the  light  and  deept  r  the  inspinition. 

In  great  excitements  about  religious  revivals,  the  animal  feelings  nuiy  be  deeply 
aroused  bjr  fear  and  other  kindred  passions,  that  move  spt^cviily  to  su{)c*rstitiou. 

When  cooled  down,  the  individual  experiences  a  change  in  his  IVelings,  but  of  what 
kind? 

This  may  be  a  speedy  education,  and  that  depends  on  the  circumstances  among  what 
pe.-dliar  faith  people  he  happens  to  be. 

He  Joins  himself  with  what  he  is  taught  is  the  house  of  God,  and  acts  to  his  uppre- 
ciuti<»n  of  duty  that  may  lead  to  the  future  reward. 

All  that  are  intelligent  and  honest  in  or  out  of  churches,  know  that  there  are  many 
\n-i'  people  of  the  world,  in  or  out  of  churches,  with  no  honesty  that  adorns  all  good 
Id.  titutions,  above  all  things,  names  at  least.  Then  church-fuith  is  a  non< entity,  and 
cannot  have  any  existence  at  all. 

What  men  are  despite  of  church-faith,  they  can  be  much  better  without  it,  putting  all 
the  best  at  the  best  appreciation. 

Peculiar  faith  revivals  show  sometimes  forty  or  forty-five  out  of  fifty,  return  bark  to 
their  original  position. 

All  such  are  mere  excitements,  and  yet  all  the  forty-five  had  religion  purer  before  the 
revival.     Did  they  know  this  ? 

The  hvc  left  are  retained  on  mere  peculiar  considerations,  evidently  so,  but  the 
balance  are  preserved  on  the  best  principles  of  rational  religion,  whoso  inherent  elo- 
ments  they  can  never  eradicate. 

Sectarianism  cannot  be  religion,  for  it  hates  and  wars,  as  its  name  proves,  on  tho 
brethren. 

Do  the  brawls  and  fights  of  church  factions,  of  whole  churches  affecting  to  he  leaders 
of  hght  and  peace  especially,  their  splits,  divisions  and  subdivisions,  prove  less  than 
the  inability  of  all  such  polity  reaching  the  essential  point,  a  proper  brotherho()d  ?  All 
such  have  not  the  very  first  principles  of  right.  The  people  see  all  this,  do  they 
properly  heed  and  correct  all  such  ?  Rational  religion  can  erudicute  all  this,  certainly, 
^ut  cannot  church  membership  and  meetings  do  some  good  ? 

The  meeting  of  the  sexes  and  of  all  classes  of  genteel  society,  on  the  Sabbath,  pro- 
duces a  state  of  civilization  of  itself,  high-mindedness  and  sentiments. 

The  messiahship  thus  promotes  the  improvement  of  social  virtues,  when  rightly  put 
to  account     All  tliis  fs  enjoined  by  monotheism,  the  only  promoter  of  civilization. 

How  often  have  some  been  deceived  by  members  of  churches,  in  payments  and 
fiettlements  of  money  1  Does  church  membership  make  any  preachers  or  members  any 
better?  Freer  from  violation  of  promises?  We  should  estimate  the  numerous  schools 
of  the  world  that  influence  mind,  that  is  independently  good,  despite  of  church  in- 
fluences ? 

What  creed  of  responsibility  and  restitution,  like  the  certain  punishment  for  crimes 
and  ains,  will  deter  some  ?     Do  we  get  that  from  churches,  or  their  founders  1 

Xone  but  that  founded  on  the  best  appreciation  of  principles,  can  be  obtained. 

Do  principles  belong  to  God,  or  messiatis  ?     All  sound  minds  will  admit,  to  God  alone. 

What  then  can  messiahs  do  ?  Where  is  their  employment?  In  churches?  Mind 
if  cultivated  in  principles,  can  find  no  manner  of  use  whatever,  with  them,  their  antago- 
nists— away,  then,  with  the  imposition.  ^ 

A  proper  knowledge  of  the  world  and  man,  gives  us  tlie  best  insight  into  duty  and 
science ;  such  will  show  us  that  most  affect  more  than  is  real. 

Many  amusements  of  innocent  character  have  been  precluded  by  creed  abiding  )>er- 
soDs,  as  they  think  that  they  are  required  to  act  with  an  eye  single  to  God's  glory,  but 
in  peculiar  ways. 

But  such  must  recollect  that  in  promoting  the  true  physiological  pHnciples,  all  do 
that  in  a  universal  way,  the  only  proper  one.  ^ 

Nov  where  monotony  and  dullness  can  be  well  relieved,  where  actions  are  seen 
teaching  wisdom,  arousing  exhilarating  spirits  and  feelings,  an  important  part  is  obtained 
ereo  to  drive  hypochondria  away. 

God  does  not  know  sectarianism,  as  that  is  anti-god,  hence  a  reformation  of  rcforma- 
tioo.  a  constitutional  conservative  revolution  is  needed. 

Why  sboald  members  of  different  churches  (all  out  about  apparently  mere  business 
tnnsactioiis,  lliat  ought  to  be  settled  by  a  court  of  conciliation  ? 

Even  members  of  the  same  church,  of  beveral  denominations,  including  the  most 
pei«rfuU  fall  out  and  fight  each  other,  in  re>pect,  too,  U)  their  own  church  matUirs ! 
Corrrct  principles  of  mind  can  do  better. 

.^k  one  of  peculiar  lailh  how  he  knows  he  is  a  cbriMiuj,  and  lie  replies,  because  bn 
ioiestbe  hivthren.  .     ^^.^.^..^ 
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But  they  are  brethren  who  believe  in  the  same  messiah,  and  yet  sectarianism  cots 
down  this  test  at  once !  For  do  they  love  other  church  members  ?  All  the  world,  with 
all  its  various  peculiar  faith  doctrines,  are  brethren,  disjunct  because  they  believe  not 
in  the  same  God  of  the  universe.  How  can  sectarianism  abjure  all  its  prophets  and 
messiahs  and  peculiar  machinery  to  reach  the  universal  brotherhood  1 

They  have  to  sacrifice  all  their  pretences  of  superstition  to  reach  the  sacred  precincts 
of  rational  religion,  that  can  only  induct  them  to  the  right  position.  They  must  doff  all 
the  machinery  of  peculiar  faith  to  reach  rational  faith. 

Whoever  is  of  rational  faith,  and  all  the  world  must  be  to  be  right,  must  be  of  a  uni- 
versal brotherhood. 

In  what  respect  can  any  faith  exist  that  conflicts  with  our  views  of  rational  religion, 
that  inculcates  the  divine  grace  of  the  God  of  the  universe  by  inspiration  of  mind;  and 
the  very  best  lights  to  cultivate,  cherish,  and  adorn  it  in  full  1 

How  many  Jews  and  Gentiles  convert  themselves  for  the  temporal  rewards  !  Take 
away  all  the  world-machinery  of  corruption. 

How  many  ignorant  and  deluded  people  fall  into  the  Mormon  miracles,  that  would 
have  filled  volumes  had  not  the  present  age  been  too  intelligent  from  science  and  philo- 
sophy  for  them  ? 

How  many  intelligent  minds  perverted  by  lucre,  power,  influence,  passions  of  ambition, 
and  various  inducements,  cater  to  the  morbid  taste  of  the  customary  fanaticism  ? 

As  it  was  with  all  the  lights  of  the  age  hundreds  of  times  better  than  the  dark  and 
bloody  ages  of  antiquity,  when  at  best  the  fewest  could  read,  and  less  could  write,  huw 
many  poor  minds  prostituted  themselves  for  want,  to  this  superstitious  order  of  people  ? 

But  this  is  a  day  when  the  people^s  mind,  befriended  by  science  and  philosophy,  can 
counteract  the  base  eflforts  of  priestocracy. 

The  more  the  intellect  diminishes,  or  is  less  enlightened^  the  more  feelings  are  disr- 
played  as  a  part  of  the  exercises. 

This  proves  that  the  less  rational  the  less  religious. 

Shouting,  of  course,  must  be  indulged  in  as  the  blessings  are  felt,  for  with  some  this 
is  the  only  best  evidence  of  God's  grace  shed  abroad  in  the  soul. 

But  mind,  the  only  beneficiary,  conclusively  proves  that  the  feelings  are  utterly 
deceptive,  and  that  reason  alone  can  decide  on  facts,  to  which  alone  imposition  can 
demur. 

But  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  doctrines  affect  to  object. at  the  impotency  of 
reason  reaching  a  God's  appreciation,  and  the  proper  means  of  man^s  salvation,  without 
the  gospel  dispensation. 

They  have  absurdly  regarded  the  impotent  conclusions  of  sophists  of  ignorant  ages, 
when  their  own  ignorant  dispensation  was  assumed  for  mind,  and  its  purest  blessings, 
reason. 

They  have  not  analyzed  the  paramount  question,  not  understanding  its  splendid  prin- 
ciples, nor  its  glorious  results,  all  the  time  dwarfing  mind  to  all  the  vain  circles  of  their 
narrow  bigotry. 

They  must  begin  rightly  to  do  justice  to  God  and  mind. 

We  need  take  but  one  simple  proposition  thereon,  in  which  all  mankind  are  most 
concerned. 

"V^at  are  the  guarantees  of  best  societies  ?  Are  church  ethics?  The  ethics  of  any- 
church  that  has  not  the  very  first  elements  of  true  faith,  truth,  and  honesty,  the  proper 
award  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  fills  all  space,  all  the  inherent  attributes  of  omni- 
presence, that  by  all  the  principles  of  mind  excludes  all  messiahs  ?  What  other  guar- 
antee can  meet  the  world's  demands  but  rational  religion  ? 

The  science  of  all  sciences,  the  philosophy  of  all  philosophies,  rational  religion,  that 
necessarily  makes  the  best  of  good  citizens,  who  look  at  the  sincere  good  of  the  many. 

In  rational  religion  there  can  be  no  hypocrisy,  no  deception,  for  speculation  is  not  a 
part  of  her  trade. 

Her  purest  motives  are  above  suspicion,  and  beyond  envy. 

Her  advocates  are  the  pure  adorers  of  God,  a  perfect  and  pure  being,  who  needs  no 
advocacy  but  pure  reason.  * 

She  looketh  to  the  universe  for  her  residence,  and  to  immortality  for  her  home. 

They  now  see  that  it  little  avails  to  have  a  church  faith,  that  produces  stumbling- 
blocks  in  and  out  of  the  same. 

They  see  that  a  wise  institution  of  general  principles,  is  what  God  inteiTded. 

The  censorship  of  the  inquisition  will  pauperize  its  faith,  ere  it  ever  enrich  the  world 
with  any  religion. 

Madeira  may  dirive  out  her  poor  exiles,  and  torture  her  worthy  citizens  by  persecu- 
tion for  reading  the  bible,  till  the  day  of  retribution,  not  to  be  very  long  deferred. 
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What,  peculiar  faithites  afraid  to  trust  the  word  of  their  peculiar  god  to  the  light  of 
truth? 

What  a  stigma  on  her  name  and  character  ! 

Who  that  visits  the  scenes  and  dungeons  of  the  inquisitions,  can  otherwise  than  exe- 
crate these  horrors  of  iniquity  and  superstition ! 

When  will  civilization,  religion,  and  truth,  assume  the  mastery  of  this  world  ? 

^  The  answer  can  be  given,  when  intelligent  freemen  act  up  to  the  analysis  of  the  case. 
No  other  position  answers. 

Who  rule  out  that  bible  ?  Reason  and  mind,  the  gifts  of  the  universal  God.  Here  is 
an  awful  clash  :  the  peculiar  is  done. 

Some  of  both  sexes  join  the  church  and  see^p  above  suspicion,  afler  a  life  of  prosti- 
totioD,  fornication,  adultery,  murder,  &c. '  It  is  well,  if  this  be  not  during  the  continued 
perpetration  of  such  crimes. 

Reformation  of  errors,  vices,  and  crimes,  is  essential,  but  exemption  the  most  of  all 
in  moral  deportment  is  worthy  of  God's  attention  and  reward. 

All  that  enjoy  the  right  benefits  of  a  good  liberal  education,  received  at  the  proper  and 
right  time,  and  way  from  parents  and  society,  cannot  do  less  than  exhibit  a  sound, 
natural,  ripe,  and  honest  judgment,  that  is  one  of  the  superior  faculties  of  the  mind 
along  with  conscientiousness,  that  characterize  the  man  so  eminently. 

A  zealous  member  of  a  church  admits  that  persons  of  ignorance  and  small  minds, 
knew  but  little  of  moral  and  christian  obligations,  as  most  of  such  members  proved 
their  incompetency  for  religious  appreciation  from  intellectual  weakness. 

This  concedes  the  question  that  peculiar  faith  has  impracticable  difficulties,  whereas 
rational  faith  addresses  all  rational  beings,  the  uncivilized  as  the  philosopher,  and  is 
received  with  facility  by  the  universal  mind  of  rational  beings. 

After  the  triumphant  testimony  advanced,  of  the  capacity  of  mind  for  rational  reli- 
gion, from  the  improvement  of  which  it  has  been  perverted  by  all  varieties  of  peculiar 
faith,  of  priestocracy,  deeply  interested  in  its  monopoly  and  usurpation  over  tlie  rights 
and  minds  of  the  people,  we  now  refer  to  one  more  sect,  "  the  Druids,  who  were  the 
priests  or  ministers  of  religion,  (so  called)  among  the  ancient  Gauls,  Britons,  and 
Germans.  The  honors  of  their  birth,  &c.,  procured  them  the  highest  veneration  of  the 
people,  as  the  interpreters  of  religion,  and  the  judges  of  all  affairi|pndifierently. 

Whoever  refused  obedience  to  them,  was  declared  impious  and  accursed.  They 
vere  the  priests,  poets,  augurs,  civil  judges,  and  instructors  of  youth. 

Their  high  priest  had  absolute  authority  over  the  rest,  and  commanded,  decreed,  and 
panished,  at  pleasure. 

The  Druids  believed  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  worshipped  the  Supreme  Being, 
who  made  his  abode  in  the  sacred  groves  of  the  oak,  governed  the  universe,"  &c.,  ac- 
cording to  the  acknowledgment  of  *'  their  religion." — Buck. 

These  people  were  as  much  the  chosen  people  of  God  as  the  Jews.  Who  can  pre- 
tend to  dispute  this  opinion  1 

They  worshipped  the  God  of  the  universe,  that  none  of  peculiar  faith  now  can  sur- 
pass.   That  is  certain. 

Religion  has  been  constituted  a  matter  of  rites  and  ceremonies  by  all  of  peculiar 
faith.    The  Druids  consecrated  the  misletoe  as  **  the  peculiar  gift  of  heaven." 

Rational  religion  sublimely  consecrates  the  mind,  as  the  sacred  gifl  of  the  omniscient 
Almighty^  and  only  thus  enables  it  to  reach  its  immortal  fruition. 

That  mind  is  not  to  be  misled  by  enthusiasm  of  feeling,  but  must  be  enlightened  by 
the  potency  of  reason. 

In  the  chief  priest  of  the  Druids,  we  ask,  what  more  fearful  power  could  exist,  than 
the  union  in  the  same  person  of  priestocracy  and  civil  government  ?  Who  could  with- 
stand that  powerful  influence,  of  temporal  tyranny  and  spiritual  superstition?  But 
these  were  paeans  !  Who  are  the  best  of  others  ?  Christians.  What  is  the  difference, 
before  the  Uod  of  the  universe  ? 

The  one  consecrated  the  misletoe,  the  others  consecrate  a  mortal  for  a  God !  The 
last  exclude  tlie  first  by  aid  of  the  martial  power  of  Rome,  that  had  the  imperial  sway. 
It  was  the  power  of  the  sword  then  that  gave  the  mastery ;  now  it  is  the  insidious 
power  of  sophistry,  superstition,  and  social  despotism. 

Imperial  power  of  absolutism  adopted  Christianity  over  the  Roman  rites  of  augurs 
uid  soothsayers ;  the  various  sects  of  the  world  then  as  now  contending  for  supremacy 
of  mind's  vassalage. 

The  four  great  sects  of  the  world,  the  Christians,  Mahometans,  Jews  and  Pagans, 
with  the  hosts  of  minor  sects,  are  hostile,  with  deadly  hatred  and  animosity  against  each 
other;  yet  all  are  analogous,  and  in  the  same  category. 

Their  world  has  lost  sight  of  mind,  that  is  the  eye  of  the  universe,  and  that  must  take 
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cognizance  of  all  things?  therein,  either  now  or  hereafter,  in  time  and  eternity,  with  a 
full  and  proper  employment  of  all  its  resourcee. 

These  sects,  the  world,  must  reverence  deity  alone,  do  duty  to  man  in  all  parts  of  the 
earth,  and  mind  in  its  true  analysis. 

These  sects,  all,  cannot  ever  absolve  themselves  from  the  least  of  these  universal  du- 
ties, as  mind  is  the  bright  particular  creation  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  must  have  his 
best  particular  care,  and  may  be  thereby  entitled  to  his  particular  preservation,  for  fu- 
ture improvement,  leaving  but  little  more  than  the  elements  of  its  ignorance  behind  it, 
in  this  world. 

Never,  then,  can  there  be  any  peculiar  people  or  mind,  when  the  creation  and  pur- 
poses of  mind  are  universal.  • 

This  cuts  down  dead,  forever,  the  pretence  that  the  God  of  Nature  ever  had  any  pe- 
culiar chosen  people. 

The  god  of  Judaism  was  necessarily  a  peculiar  god,  whom  it  is  essential  that  intel- 
lectual freemen  should  never  know,  as  he  is  degradedly  abominable. 

The  peculiar  gods  of  the  world,  ancient  or  modem,  are  the  creatures  of  creatures  of 
the  God  of  the  universe  ! 

How  unspeakably  magnificent,  then,  must  be  the  majesty  of  the  universe's  Al- 
mighty ! 

Ilis  immutable  laws  demand  the  duty  of  man  to  man,  and  God,  involving  universal 
love,  fidelity,  and  purity. 

Where,  then,  is  sectarianism,  in  its  duties  ? 

The  polar  star  for  all  on  this  earth  is  "  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number." 

Corrupt  society,  under  its  present  organization,  has  reversed  this  memento. 

Peculiar  motives  originated  all  peculiar  faith,  whilst  universal  principles  caused  reli- 
gious faith. 

The  more  ignorant  the  ancients,  the  more  peculiar  their  gods  and  their  character,  the 
more  peculiar  their  faith.     All  polytheisms  have  peculiar  faith. 

All  honest  minded  wise  men  can  never  be  convinced  that  it  is  indispensable  to  be  in 
a  church  to  have  their  souls  saved.  Not  at  all.  They  can  never  see  the  utility,  much 
less  the  necessity  of  putting  society  into  clans,  and  promoting  individual  views  and  in- 
terests, at  the  expeAe  of  demoralization,  whilst  the  whole  nation,  the  whole  world, 
demands  mind^s  universal  assistance  and  rights. 

The  peculiar  faith  that  calls  for  social  organizations  distinct  from  the  world,  has  not 
rational  religion. 

Those  of  philosophical  science  wish  to  see  religion's  benefits  as  universal  as  the 
world,  and  know  that  universal  principles  alone  secure  its  execution. 

The  primary  principles  of  religion  were  implanted  in  every  rational  mind  at  first  and 
cannot  be  superseded,  therefore  all  others  coming  after  are  pretensions  as  they  are  after 
the  time  and  necessity  of  the  case. 

Many  persons  are  taken  in  on  probation  and  trial,  in  church-government.  The  church 
endorses  members,  but  who  endorses  the  church  ? 

The  necessity  is  proved  to  be  direct  and  absolute,  when  we  come  to  observe  tlie  fear- 
ful state  about  oaths,  that  result  with  facility  in  perjury. 

In  or  out  of  church,  this  state  of  things  prevaSs. 

We  can  easily  find  members  of  one  church,  speak  of  the  perjury  of  their  own  church 
members ! 

What  horrible  iniquity  is  otherwise  practiced  by  admission  of  peculiar  faith-worship 
by  sects,  that  arise  every  age  or  so,  a  false  branch  on  false  stock. 

Sectarianism  cannot  come  up  to  its  promises,  the  wants  and  expectation  of  the  world, 
but  religion  can  as  designed  by  the  Almighty. 

Take  fanatics  or  moderately  educated  persons,  and  shouting  can  be  secured  in  churches. 
Is  enthusiasm  rational  religion  ? 

The  Jerkers  will  show  muscular  contortions,  the  Shakers  dancing,  and  the  Mormons 
mjiv  exhibit  a  delphic  prophecy  or  Oracle,  unknown  tongues  ! 

What  has  all  this  to  do  with  religion  1 

Will  any  honest  man  in  church  or  out  of  it  in  the  world,  ask  for  faith  in  any  tiling 
\without  sound  logic. 
\What  are  all  claims  of  sanctification,  regeneration,  and  justification,  but  sinless  per- 
fection, and  therefore  arrogant?  Rational  religion  upholds  reasonable  views  identified 
with  earth,  and  forbids  any  set  seals  of  demarcation  except  for  conduct. 
^  No  peculiar  faith  can  be  other  than  presumptuous,  to  affect  any  lives  growing  out  of  faith. 
^  God  alone  can  decide,  in  mind's  purity  and  merits. 

\Vhat  mind  is  there  not  sinful,  or  what  mortal  can  live  without  sin  1  Consequently 
all  t&**  arrogtrte  the  title  of  saint  or  holy  one,  increase  their  sin. 
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Where  would  you  look  for  the  greatest  and  best  characters  1  In  any  church  1  No 
more  than  elsewhere.  We  must  trjr  all  men  on  earth  covered  with  breast-plates  of 
honors,  only  by  their  actions  in  the  case.  The  full  science  in  all  the  schools  of  human 
nature  in  the  world,  warrants  nothing  on  trust  or  granted,  but  all  on  trial  in  all  profes- 
aons  church  or  not.  As  life  is  a  continued  trial  ordained  by  God,  let  not  vain  man 
presume  to  define  it  different. 

His  is  the  part  of  humility  at  the  fount  of  philosophical  science  to  learn,  not  dictate, 
much  less  affect  ^he  world  with  false  delusions. 

There  can  be  no  saint,  as  there  is  no  perfection. 

There  can  be  no  sanctification,  from  the  real  nature  of  mind.  Hypocrisy  would  take 
precedence,  if  pretended.  What  produces  so  much  corruption  in  the  churches  directly 
professing  these  things  of  virtue,  yet  most  obedient  to  the  deepest  degradations  of  vices 
as  lust,  avarice,  violations  of  truth  ? 

It  is  the  sin  of  hypocrisy  that  degrades  all  churches  of  peculiar  faith,  and  proves  most 
conclusively,  that  no  system  of  peculiar  faith  can  come  up  to  the  requirements  of  mere 
fency  or  peculiarity. 

With  ail  its  prepossessions  of  prejudices,  what  rational  mind  could  now  desire  any  es- 
tablished church  or  clergy,  as  all  such  are  dangerous  to  individual  and  national  liberty  t 

Wherever  it  is  established,  absolutism  is  rendered  more  severe. 

Who  had  greater  power  than  the  patriarchs  of  ancient  times,  in  civil  government, 
domestic  policy,  and  peculiar  faith  ?  They  had  the  offices  of  priest,  king  and  prophet, 
that  gave  unlimited  sway  over  the  lives  and  liberties,  the  persons  and  property  of  their 
subjects.     What  could  rational  mind  do,  with  such  an  avalanche  of  despotism  ? 

All  the  nations  of  antiquity  were  under  analogous  dynasties.  The  most  civilized,  as 
Greece  and  Rome,  had  their  state  and  faith  policies.  What  now,  is  the  case  in  the 
world  1 

The  koran  is  the  imperial  code,  that  governs  nearly  one-seventh  of  mankind  in  law 
and  faith. 

The  druids  were  the  autocrat  sovereigns  of  a  great  part  of  Western  Europe,  being 
their  priests  and  judges,  and  these  were  prototypes  of  the  papal  supremacy. 

Who  have  borne  greater  sway  over  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  Hindoos 
than  their  priests?  And  what  enslaves  and  reconciles  the  mind  to  all  despotisms 
worse  1 

In  China,  the  emperor  is  sovereign  pontiff.  Under  such  regimes  of  mind-vassalage, 
most  of  the  world  is  unfit  for  liberty. 

The  Incas  of  Peru,  it  is  said,  claim  that  the  ancient  faith  is  still  preserved,  and  its 
rites  are  still  celebrated  in  secret,  even  amid  the  apparent  devotion  of  the  Indians  to 
the  worship  of  their  foreign  masters. 

They  have  their  ancient  prophecy  and  mysterious  lore,  to  the  confusion  of  the 
assertors  that  the  Christian  faith  has  excluded  all  others  where  it  has  taken  hold.  Power 
is  the  same  all  over  the  world,  and  assumes  all  the  pretences  to  advance  its  usurpation. 
In  no  department  can  an  exception  be  made,  for  the  greater  the  sphere,  the  greater  the 
exertions  and  the  corruption  to  uphold  it. 

\Mio  could  be  a  partisan,  on  the  principles  of  justice  ?  Inaction  in  all  instances 
would  be  preferable. 

A  higher  order  of  rational  mind  forbids  the  union  of  church  and  state,  in  order  to  put 
down  the  potency  of  both  tyrannies,  that  effectually  filch  from  the  people  millions  of 
money  and  treasure,  lives,  and  all  that  life  is  worth. 

Lei  the  anathemas  of  such  corrupt  dynasties  of  superstition  thunder,  what  rational 
mind  cares  ? 

With  money,  and  its  concomitant  power,  enough,  people  enough  can  be  found  by  the 
thousand,  whose  minds  are  perverted,  to  perjure  themselves  for  all  crime  and  corrup- 
tions in  church  and  state,  to  oppress  or  deceive  man. 

Why  did  the  Romanists  take  away  the  bible  from  the  laity  or  people  ?  Why  exclude 
their  docks  from  the  use  of  protestant  bibles  ?  Because  mind  could  see  the  entire  falsity 
of  such  a  work. 

Why  do  all  sectarians  exclude  the  people  from  the  bible  of  mind,  the  free  and  rational 
discussion  of  the  subject?  Even  people  of  mature  age,  not  in  the  church, are  so  igno- 
rant of  all  this  principle,  that  if  you  talk  of  excluding  all  this  corruption,  they  will  ex- 
pect to  drop  into  perdition  right  off!  Was  there  ever  worse  superstition  ?  The  old 
women  and  children  will  crouch  before  her  dogmas  and  despotism. 

The  mere  singing  and  shouting  are  acts  of  the  mind,  that  avail  nothing  unless 
accompanied  by  the  solid  and  substantial  sincerity  and  honesty  of  mind. 

In  peculiar  raith  pretences  the  adherents  assume  a  standard,  and  seek  to  tyrannise 
oTer  all  others,  to  whom  they  dictate  by  the  standard  of  their  assumptioD. 
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It  is  not  only  absurd  bat  criminal  to  be  merely  taught  any  faith  or  belief. 

As  to  the  *^  love  of  the  brethren,"  if  that  love  be  not  as  comprehensive  as  mankind 
and  the  globe,  it  is  partial,  sectionad,  peculiar  and  sectarian,  and  subverts  God^s  attri- 
butes of  universality  and  general  love. 

But  the  church  may  offer  some  protection  better  than  the  world  ?    What  fallacy ! 

Those  in  the  church  may  commit  many  errors  that  lead  it  to  crimes.  Why  add 
church  and  faith-crimes  to  life's  sins  ? 

Innocence  of  those  out  of  the  church  is  preferable  to  error  in  the  church. 

One  church  sect  affects  to  act,  as  if  it  thought  all  the  rest  of  the  world  would  go 
to  perdition  without  any  redemption  at  all,  surely. 

What  miserable  envv  prevails  among  sects. 

What  kind  of  a  world  would  they  n^e  it,  if  they  had  their  way  ?  It  would  be  thus 
unmade  in  a  short  time. 

If  the  Calvinists,  those  who  say  that  a  certain  number  was  predestinated  from 
eternity,  was  to  be  exclusively  saved,  were  to  preach  this  doctrine,  the  articles  of  their 
faith  and  creed,  they  would  have  but  very  few  to  hear  them,  as  where  would  be  the 
re^on,  seeing  that  all  the  balance  were  to  be  damned  ? 

This  savors  of  doctrines  that  make  priests  indispensable  to  the  performance  of 
various  rites,  as  funerals,  &c. 

Now  we  see  the  schools  of  different  sects,  possessed  of  jealousy  and  opposition  to 
each  other. 

Parents  will  not  send  to  each  other's  schools,  if  possible  to  prevent  it,  and  this  rivalry 
runs  through  all  their  business  transactions. 

Sectarianism  is  bad  enough,  but  hypocrisy  is  the  worst  of  all  characteristics,  as  the 
actor  is  prepared  to  do  anything  needed. 

Now  let  the  faith-pretensions  be  exempt  from  all  this  temptation,  and  we  will  even 
cut  down  hypocrisy. 

Let  there  be  no  speculation  in  professions  of  faith,  as  the  practice  is  with  the  con- 
science of  the  individual,  and  his  God,  and  no  more. 

What  has  the  world  to  do  with  a  man's  religion,  except  that  he  conforms  to  rational 
conservation  of  society  ?     Before  the  world,  profession  is  mockery. 

Before  the  God  of  Nature,  religion  is  the  highest  and  most  sacred  obligation. 

As  to  orthodoxy,  who  can  claim  that  in  peculiar  faith? 

There  it  is  a  farce,  when  it  is  not  a  tragedy. 

The  Greek  and  Latin  churches  deny  it  to  each  other,  and  their  Protestants,  and  the 
last  repel  the  first  as  corrupt.  The  whole  world  of  peculiar  faith  denies  it  to  all  not  of 
their  creed.  • 

If  all  be  in  this  fix  surely  neither  can  be  right 

Rational  religion  affirms  this.  All  such  faith  is  positively  in  direct  antagonism  with 
her  and  God. 

A  republic,  so  called,  caused  her  soldiers  to  butcher  a  sister  republic  for  dismissing 
absolutism^  and  adopting  a  free  faith  feeling,  independent  of  temporal  power.  This  is 
the  worst  species  of  hypocrisy. 

Rational  religion  asks  for  aU  that  is  legitimate,  good  and  just.  It  certainly  never  can 
butcher  individual,  much  less  national  liberty. 

Toleration  is  not  a  boon,  but  freedom,  bold,  and  independent. 

Already,  many  a  church  has  been  split  to  pieces  by  internal  elements  of  discord. 

We  see  that  some  of  the  great  churches  of  this  union,  of  the  very  same  persuasion, 
are  now  separated,  and  witJi  bitter  feelings  of  hostility.  This  has  helped  to  foster 
disunion,  a  parricidal  blow  at  our  noble  constitution. 

But  can  we  maintain  our  position,  free  from  division  of  sentiment,  when  we  advance 
the  religion  of  civilization  ?     Religion  has  no  peculiar  faith  or  divisions. 

She  organizes  mind-institutions  on  a  different  basis. 

How  m^ny  corrupt  people  are  received  into  the  church  ?    What  good  will  tliey  effect  1 

AH  this  is  worthy  of  the  deepest  investigation. 

If  the  God  of  Nature  be  for  us,  we  have  enough. 

It  will  profit  us  naught  if  the  world  be  with  us,  but  God  be  not  for  us. 

No  church-institutions  can  be  available,  but  through  God  alone.  Who  is  infallible  ? 
3od. 

It  is  enough  to  make  rationality  excited,  to  see  the  degraded  tyranny  of  hierarchies, 
whose  heads  assume  God's  privilege,  infallibility. 

What  stay  deity's  electricity,  but  bis  universal  principles  that  vindicate  him  ? 

None  can  be  free  till  they  discard  all  such  sectarianism  and  peculiar  faith. 

Who  is  a  bigot,  but  a  base  charlatan  and  slave,  that  seeks  to  crush  every  noble  prin- 
•ciple  of  mind  ? 
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Who  shall  be  panished  by  fallible  mortals  for  rejection  of  peculiar  creeds,  that  have 
iiiTolved  the  world  in  moral,  intellectual  and  social  darkness  and  misery  ? 

The  infallible  God  of  nature  has  given  plain  facts  and  laws  to  the  point.  Who  can 
mistake  them  ? 

It  is  the  height  of  folly  for  any  to  talk  of  sanctification  on  this  earth,  as  there  cannot 
possibly  be  any  one  not  sinning  in  thought,  word  or  deed.  To  sin  the  least,  is  the  best 
security  for  mind  in  this  life.  This  is  religion  that  constitutes  the  most  exalted  actions, 
according  to  light  and  knowledge. 

Why  should  there  be  any  intervention,  national  or  individual,  to  assault  the  inde- 
pendence of  mind  of  a  republic  or  the  world,  in  any  faith  that  is  between  conscience 
and  its  Creator  ? 

Can  any  but  blasphemy  prompt  all  governments  or  faith  advocates  to  any  such  ? 

The  triumph  over  such  people  and  hierarchies  employed  in  such  base  acts  and  in- 
triguing designs,  is  their  shame  and  disgrace  before  the  best  benefits  that  they  seek  to 
destroy. 

Truth  will  scatter  all  such,  to  their  confusion  and  ignominy. 

What  shall  insure  confidence  in  the  worid's  community,  as  we  see  all  professions  fail  ? 

Hold  all  perfectly  accountable  for  their  conduct,  and  answerable  for  their  actions  at 
all  times. 

It  is  strange  that  those  of  unsound  mind  are  exempt  from  responsibility  for  lack  or 
defect  of  mind,  yet  rational  men  are  free  from  penalty  for  superstition  at  the  tribunal  of 
man,  who  afifects  to  advocate  rational  principles. 

Bad  governments  with  assumed  powers  and  union  of  tyranny,  depress  the  people  to 
their  downfall,  but  the  blights  of  superstition  are  unnoted,  till  tne  people  are  degraded 
or  rescued  by  the  popular  mind. 

The  great  object  of  religion,  is  to  stop  sectarianism  of  all  peculiar  faiths. .  Freemen 
should  know  their  highest  duty.  Has  the  christian  or  any  other  peculiar  faith  done  it  ? 
Not  at  all.    Then  all  such  are  not  trustworthy. 

The  hatred  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  churches,  is  proverbial,  no  less  than  between 
them  and  their  Protestant  brethren,  and  no  less  so  between  all  these,  and  the  followers 
of  Judaism.  They  despise  the  Jew,  but  take  his  bible.  Yet  prophecy  is  the  sacrificial 
altar  for  all  these  iniquities,  and  that,  God's  word  denies  most  positively.  All  such 
most  be  false  prophecy  for  a  messiah,  for  whom  the  Jews  and  the  world  have  suflfered 
awfully  for  centuries,  by  the  loss  of  millions  of  people. 

What  distinguishes  sectarianism  above  all  others  of  the  world  ?    Love,  they  claim. 

But  hear  the  beloved  sects  preach,  though  all  professing  Christ. 

They  impeach  all  others,  reviling  or  slurring  them,  thereby  condemning  themselves 
on  the  inherent  elements  of  their  own  category. 

This  is  a  sore  point,  and  no  wonder  that  all  the  machinery  of  inquisitions  and  despot- 
ism have  been  employed  to  silence  all  but  themselves. 

The  New  Englanders  were  the  scions  of  European  persecution,  yet  they  cruelly 
persecuted  the  Quakers,  and  through  idolatry  of  the  bible,  they  disgraced  mind  about 
witchcraft. 

We  have  to  judge  all  mankind  by  their  deeds,  not  by  professions  of  church,  or  any 
other  than  orthodox  faith  of  rational  mind,  that  looks  to  the  unity  of  God,  and  his  divine 
attributes. 

None  of  the  human  family  have  exemption  from  frailties,  in  or  out  of  churches.  Church 
membership  adds  to  them  when  it  involves  hypocrisy. 

It  is  all  sophistry  and  hypocrisy  to  pretend  otherwise. 

If  any  claim  it  they  are  all  degraded  impostors. 

The  improved  age  proves  the  necessity  of  looking  to  the  right  point  of  mind,  and  the 
true  deed  of  God. 

Does  not  the  very  existence  of  denominational  strife  decide  a  warfare  base,  degrading 
sod  unholy?    Do  you  call  this  religion?    So  far  from  it,  that  it  is  its  desecration. 

All  superstitions  are  an  abomination  before  the  Almighty ;  and  all  church  impositions 
<Hi  men  are  base,  no  matter  the  pretence. 

What  is  more  obstinate  than  the  prejudice  of  church  bigotry  ? 

It  is  self-willed,  vaunteth  itself,  is  proud,  arrogant,  and  full  of  errors. 

Modesty,  then,  pre-eminently  becomes  the  sectarian,  when  the  Greek  is  against  the 
Koman  church,  and  both  are  against  their  Protestants  ;  the  church-statesman  is  against 
^e  dissenter,  and  the  last  against  the  reformer,  and  all  against  religion. 

All  the  reliffion  that  you  can  possibly  have  in  purity,  in  or  out  of  churches,  you  had 
s*  first  by  God's  principles,  that  impeach  all  preachers  who  aflfect  that  it  is  obtained  at 
their  churches. 

And  if,  then,  they  corrupt  the  fountain  source,  how  can  they  ever  carry  out  the  noblest 
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gift  of  things  to  mind,  whose  brightest  ornament  is  thereby  obtained  !    Church  or  no 
church  faith)  rational  mind  can  only  show  the  best  actions  as  the  best  prayers. 

Much  is  said  about  charity,  but  dignity  of  mind  and  soul,  as  man  i%  constituted,  will 
preserve  the  best  oharity  in  justice  and  benevolence,  right  actions. 

Associations  on  rational  religion  may  do  good,  but  when  we  see  the  church  squabbles 
and  divisions  among  members,  criminating  and  recriminating  with  all  manner  of  accu- 
sations, some  proving  their  unworthiness  as  to  be  discarded  by  their  church-creeds,  that 
make  them  hypocrites  who  never  had  improved  rational  religion,  whilst  others  are  dis- 
carded as  falling  from  grace,  a  demoralization  as  the  first  change,  then  we  are  highly 
gratified  at  the  decided  triumph  of  mind  vindicating  itself  before  God. 

Have  not  the  christians  by  gross  infatuation  and  crime,  involved  themselves  in  war 
for  centuries  with  other  grand  divisions  of  peculiar  faith,  and  with  still  greater  butchery 
to  their  own  sects,  horribly  perverting  correct  and  good  governments,  and  the  blessings 
of  social  existence? 

The  church  has  been  a  part  of  the  state,  the  machinery  of  absolutism ;  abohsh  one 
and  the  other  falls. 

The  perversion  of  education,  that  makes  most  bigots  of  superstition,  results  from 
peculiar  faith. 

The  very  idea  of  members  being  in  churches  does  not  render  them  any  better,  but 
worse  if  they  join  with  sinister  views,  and  afifect  to  be  better  than  the  world  that  is 
civilized.     How  can  any  be  better  1 

People  become  bigots  and  narrow  minded  the  moment  they  afiect  that  any  tectariaa 
union  is  going  to  save  them. 

Will  the  whole  church-world  continue  to  conceal  all  the  iniquities  of  peculiar  faith, 
that  helps  not  the  excellence  of  the  world  ? 

Thus  sectarian  creeds  cause  inquisition  over  their  fellow  citizens. 

Do  any  people  thus  governed  need  anything  more  than  power  to  show  their  character  ? 

The  bloody  statute  of  Henry  VIII.  that  denounced  death  to  any  that  should  deny  the 
doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  or  that  auricular  confession  to  a  priest  was  not  necessary 
to  salvation,  proves  to  us  the  absolutism  and  meanness  of  bigotry.  , 

It  is  not  church  membership  that  does  good  to  rational  mind,  but  a  whole  soul-justice 
is  needed  for  all  the  world  in  its  comprehension,  lofty  and  noble  character.    Every  < 
honest  common-sense  person  can  see  at  once  how  much  imposition  and  fraud  hare 
been  practised. 

Let  all  good  citizens  draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  ignorance  and  imposition 
on  one  side,  and  science,  with  sincerity,  on  the  other.  ! 

Every  thinking  mind  has  its  own  ideas  about  churches  and  their  derelict  members, 
their  half-concealed  crimes  and  meanness,  unworthy  of  members,  if  not  of  churches,  at 
least  of  society. 

Then  church  membership  comes  far  short  of  the  universal  good  of  society. 

Investigation  will  show  many  stumbling-blocks  in  most  churches,  many  dark  clouds 
too,  that  would  blush  to  see  the  light  of  God. 

How  many  conspiracies  are  there  in  churches  ? 

Do  not  drunkenness,  lust  and  brawls  invade  the  soul  of  too  many  preachers  and 
laymen  ? 

To  usurp  and  feign  the  divine  right  of  church-faith,  superstition  enacts  all  that  is 
wonderful. 

The  statue  of  Jupiter  was  changed  by  false  pretences,  by  some  mysterious  power, 
into  that  of  Peter,  at  Rome,  by  one  of  the  popes. 

Its  great  toe  is  kissed  by  the  Romanists,     is  this  religion  ? 

Where  does  the  ecclesiastical  oppression,  characterized  by  so  many  forms,  stop  ? 

Mind  must  act  universally  upon  its  own  dignity. 

In  the  inquisition  at  Rome,  the  book  called  the  Solecetarione  shows  the  government 
lately  expelled  made  use  of  this  tribunal,  strictly  ecclesiastical  in  its  institution,  also 
for  temporal  and  political  objects,  and  that  the  most  culpable  abuse  was  made  of  sam- 
mental  confession,  especially  that  of  women,  rendering  it  subservient  both  to  political 
purposes  and  the  most  abominable  licentiousness.  **  By  means  of  confession,  the  most 
odious  licentiousness  was  insinuated  in  the  confessionals.^' 

Will  the  protestants  stand  on  haJf-way  ground  of  reformation,  when  the  exposition 
proves,  the  necessity  of  conservative  revolution  ? 

But  is  all  this  denied  1 

Then  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  accusation,  unworthy  of  rational  religion. 

In  church  and  private  life  how  much  hostile  enmity  prevails  between  Romanists  and 
protestants  ? 

Ay,  even  among  protestant  churches  t 
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**  The  presbytery  and  episcopacy  are  declared  to  be  two  opposites,  as  the  presbyte- 
rian  system  involves  error  in  fundamental  doctrines."  If  it  had  been  declared  that  all 
peculiar  faiths  were  in  this  category,  the  truth  had  been  told. 

All  peculiar  faith  does.     Are  the  people  asleep  ? 

Who  is  infallible  but  God  ? 

Is  it  any  other  than  man-power  that  institutes  a  pagan  superstition-worship,  and  calls 
it  religion  !  That  pretends  to  have  as  many  mediators  as  there  are  angels  in  heaven, 
and  saints  in  their  calendar,  with  altars  to  the  saints,  and  adoration  of  their  images  and 
relics!    Purgatory,  with  masses,  a  speculation,  is  hn  abomination  before  God. 

The  order  of  universal  brotherhood  can  organize  suitable  universal  societies  of 
general  and  public  character,  that  may  cause  the  universal  good  contemplated,  with 
which  all  the  peculiar  societies  are  nothing' in  comparison. 

Such  are  the  world's  societies,  and  np  peculiar  people  or  order,  not  even  the  peculiar 
people  of  God,  could  have  assimilated  the  world,  as  all  peculiarity  in  faith  acts  unworthy 
of  the  mighty  comprehensions. 

God's  designs  must  be  duly  appreciated  by  mind  to  lead  it  to  its  true  glory  and 
power,  through  benevolence,  humanity  and  liberal  justice  to  the  world.  God's  princi- 
ples serve  to  unite  all  into  one  general  mass,  more  or  less,  certainly  not  render  them 
hostile  and  belligerant. 

Assuredly  mind's  corruption  through  its  perversion  has  spread  many  awful  blights 
that  the  good  and  true  citizens  of  the  world  must  arrest. 

There  are  general  and  world's  sins — as  the  present  universal  idolatry,  man-worship, 
money-worship,  and  guilt-worship. 

The  world,  assuredly,  has  its  scourges  and  penalties. 

Who  expects  to  see  order  and  beauty  of  order,  if  the  system  of  the  worlds  of  the  uni- 
verse be  disturbed  ? 

Who,  then,  in  the  moral  world  of  mind,  can  do  less  than  preserve  that  equilibrium, 
that  advances  the  full  dignity  and  best  perfection  of  mind  ? 

The  high  tribunal  of  reason  has  cognizance  of  all  mental  things.  She,  in  the  best 
reference  to  herself,  best  holds  the  balance,  for  the  world  and  mind. 

But  the  word  Catholic  takes  with  some,  who  have  not  investigated  this  whole  subject 
carefully  and  sincerely  to  their  good,  and  the  best,  noblest  interest  of  their  country,  but 
have  adopted  peculiar  faith  by  force  of  a  peculiar  education. 

fiut  words  are  shadows,  actions  are  substances. 

Religion  and  constitutional  government  must  accord,  not  clash.  Catholicism  and 
democracy  are  the  property  of  the  world-people,  of  none  peculiar. 

Then  why  did  not  the  government  of  Rome  accord  with  the  rational  faith,  the  popu- 
lar catholic  faith  ?      * 

The  citizens,  as  sovereign,  with  their  rights  as  divine,  had  the  only  decision  of 
that  government,  and  established  it  on  the  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number.  Then  this  peculiar  faith  was  hostile  to  mind's  highest  interest,  dignity, 
and  right 

Moreover,  another  so-called  republic  forced  the  people,  by  brute  power,  to  nullify 
their  government,  which  was  protective  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  for  the  power  of  the 
pope,  the  inglorious  minority. 

The  world  cannot  have  its  eyes  too  open,  its  mind  too  erect. 

Discuss  this  as  a  world-wide  subject,  and  all  peculiar  reverence  must  bend  to  univer- 
sal reverence,  to  God  alone,  as  the  only  Catholic  rational  religion. 

All  others  are  usurpations  and  sophistries,  bloody  and  despotic,  a  world's  age. 

What  shall  we  say  of  him  who  adulterates  ardent  spirits,  but  that  he  was  a  base 
poisoner,  and  how  much  more  shall  we  estimate  those  who  poison  common  sense  of 
mind? 

But  then  Romanism  is  so  extensive,  the  pope  must  be  maintained. 

The  Roman  is  only  the  twin-sister  of  the  Greek  Church.  Which  is  right?  The 
Romanists  are  the  most  numerous,  and  the  Roman  pontiff  was  a* greater  sovereign. 

That  only  proves  the  evil  to  be  greater.  But  the  Chinese  peculiar  faith  exceeds 
that  The  Chinese  emperor  is  the  high  priest  of  his  nation,  that  has  nearly  one-third 
of  the  world's  population.  Yet  he  worships  his  heaven,  and  sacrifices  to  it,  with  incense 
and  victims. 

The  emperor-priest  is  worshipped  with  divine  honors,  and  an  homage,  like  unto 
Deity. 

His  edicts  are  law,  his  power  irresponsible ;  the  government  is  an  absolutism,  and  a 
system  of  centralization. 

The  Chinese  state-faith  has  ethics  and  politics  derived  from  the  system  of  Confucius, 
that  inculcates  the  worship  of  their  heaven  and  the  earth. 
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The  priests  of  the  state-faith,  subordinate  to  the  emperor-priest,  are  the  coort- 
priests. 

What  are  all  such  morals,  when  rational  religion  is  held  universally  in  abeyance  to 
priest-craft  and  king-craft  1 

From  their  bigotry,  the  people  have  not  advanced  to  the  science  of  the  times.  Force 
has  caused  them  to  tolerate  other  faiths  ;  a  contingency  dependent  on  imperial  whims! 

But  many  Christians  suppose  that  it  was  absolutely  essential  that  their  dispensation 
was  revealed  especially  by  God,  otherwise  we  could  not  have  had  the  partial  apprecia- 
tion of  him  thus  obtained ! 

What  professors  of  peculiar  faith  can  believe  in  their  own  peculiar  dispensation,  as 
an  especial  favor  of  God,  when  it  is  all  frorp  the  world's  priestocracy  ? 

All  this  has  been  done  through  mind's  perversion,  most  plainly,  assuredly,  certainly, 
and  conclusively. 

The  only  dispensation  of  God  is  through  mind  that  is  rational,  and  that  reveals  a  uni- 
versal rational  faith,  as  the  indispensable  function  of  rational  mind. 

What  delusion  in  sanctification,  what  senseless  ambition  to  become  a  saint !  Yet 
how  idle  the  effort  to  all  mortals,  and  how  much  false  pretences  about  them  and  their 
relics  !  What  could  the  leader,  the  head  of  ignorant  multitutes,  the  monarch  of  the 
little  circle,  to  be  enlarged  to  their  most  ardent  hopes,  have  of  any  divine  power  when 
it  was  not  rational  religion  ? 

It  assumed  to  be  spiritual,  but  could  not  be  of  the  right  stamp,  when  it  was  a  tem- 
poral absolutism  of  revelations  or  miracles ! 

This  is  no  new  thing  at  all.  But  sectarians  affect  to  be  better  than  all  others.  They 
can  affect,  that  is  all.  Are  they  more  patriotic,  humane,  intelligent,  honest,  truthful  or 
sincere  1  Do  they  know  that  the  world  appreciates  them  now  in  their  doctrines  of  pecu- 
liar faith  ?     That  their  mantle  is  stripped  off  them  ? 

The  advocates  persecuted  each  other  to  death,  and  even  at  this  day,  republics,  so 
called  to  their  eternal  shame,  persecute  sister  republics  to  their  utter  ruin.  What  con- 
fidence can  freemen  put  in  peculiar  faitli  1 

Do  you  call  any  such,  reli^on  ? 

The  Greek  faith  in  Russia,  teaches  that  the  Czar  represents  God  on  earth.  It  is 
here  tliat  priests  are  oflen  drunk,  and  passports  are  made  out  by  the  priests  for  the  dead 
to  ^o  to  their  heaven  !     And  what  sort  can  it  be  ? 

Here  czars  have  been  buried  in  churches,  the  image  of  the  virgin  has  wept  tears  of 
oil,  and  a  second  coat  of  Christ  has  been  found !  Which  of  the  sister  churches  are 
the  greater  evils  ? 

Here  foundling  hospitals  are  reared,  where  children  are  matured  that  know  not  their 
relations,  and  lose  sight  of  the  propriety  of  the  laws  of  consanguinity.  Incest  may  he 
one  of  the  incidents. 

With  rational  mind,  no  morals  can  be  worse  than  what  results  from  superstition  and 
the  dictation  of  hiferarchies,  and  it  acknowledges  no  code  that  permits  absolution  of 
sins  from  any  priestocracy,  tiiat  is  thereby  still  more  corrupt  ana  sinful  by  their  false 
pretences. 

The  prayers  of  liberalists  and  peculiar  faith  doctrinists,  when  they  are  in  mutual 
conflicts,  cannot  be  both  right,  as  they  are  antagonistic !  And  this  is  the  perpetual  state 
of  the  world. 

By  the  same  rule,  preaching  must  be  vain  on  its  present  basis,  and  its  advocates  are 
ignorant,  corrupt  or  debased,  worse  or  more  ignorant  than  their  congregation.  Their 
doctrines  are  constantly  clashing,  as  predestination  against  universal  salvation. 

"  The  Jesuits  sought  in  Russia  to  increase  their  power.  The  impostor  to  the  king- 
dom had  the  assurance  of  the  pope  of  the  support  of  all  Catholic  Europe  in  exchan^' 
for  his  promise,  to  unite  Russia  to  the  Latin  Church.^' 

What  a  character  the  pope  is,  who  pretends  to  excommunicate  the  people  from  their 
inheritance,  at  the  same  time  when  all  the  world  is  equally  entitled  to  all  the  blessings 
of  mind,  by  a  universal  Creator,  and  much  more  after  his  imposture  and  blasphemy,  or 
his  degraded  usurpation. 

Love  charactenzea  especially  the  christan  above  all,  it  is  assumed.  But  does  it,  lik^ 
the  charity  of  too  many,  only  remain  at  home  ?  What  especial  claim  to  love  has  chria* 
tianity  over  any  other  such  faith  1  What  is  the  circle  of  the  love  of  religion,  but  the 
compreliension  of  the  whole  globe  ?     Nothing  less  is  God-like. 

Where  was  the  love  to  man  by  christians,  when  one-half  of  the  world  was  embattled 
against  the  other,  in  the  crusades  ? 

The  world  is  the  church  of  God,  the  mind  of  man  his  temple. 

All  institutions  of  rational  religion  must  be  established  on  the  principles  of  rnind. 
All  their  functions  are  in  reference  to  mind,  and  all  the  time,  reason  presides.    Religion 
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then  presides  where  there  is  rational  understanding,  and  nothing  less,  if  real,  genuine, 
true,  rational,  not  spurious  nor  mere  stumbling-block,  but  good  faith  rules. 

The  spirit  of  God  Almighty,  the  architect  and  preserver  of  the  universe,  communes 
with  mind ;  neither  God  nor  mind  requires  any  intercessor,  as  that  would  be  an  imposi- 
tion. 

The  moral  as  intellectual  light  of  God  proves  itself,  and  that  principles  from  the 
itttarc  of  cr^tion  can  be  the  only  messiahs,  to  execute  the  commands  of  the  Creator 
for  all. 

Let  none  deny  by  prayers  any  of  God^s  all-sufficiency,  man  thereby  intimating  that 
God  ought  to  do  more  than  he  does  do  for  mind.  Prayers  addressed  to  God  in  mere 
words,  are  rank  impiety  and  blasphemy. 

Mind  has  to  do  a  greater  part  in  the  world,  than  has  been  ever  executed. 

No  church  can  be  pure  where  impure  doctrines  are  advocated,  as  of  the  messiah,  a 
useless,  inefficient  and  blasphemous  non-entity,  that  cannot  exist  at  all  before  the  attri- 
butes of  Ahnighty  God. 

Some  of  the  Roman  clergy  take  the  bible  from  the  people,  and  preach  up  a  creed  of 
saints,  &c.,  to  act  as  mediators,  but  there  are  no  half  gods  before  the  Supreme.  Let 
these  ignorant  pretenders  be  silenced  by  the  wise  voice  of  the  world^s  rational  mind. 

Miracles  are  always  a  part  of  their  dependence,  as  that  of  the  holy  fire  at  Jerusalem, 
all  unworthy  of  notice  by  rational  mind,  that  knows  them  to  be  falsified  by  God^s  word, 
caose,  and  effect,  in  his  whole  universe. 

Iq  Spain,  oaths  are  taken  by  some  military  orders,  *^  to  defend  the  conception  of  the 
Holy  Virgin." 

\  irginity  of  a  woman  is  thus  entrusted  to  perjured  oaths,  and  not  on  the  principles  of 
chastity ! !  The  military  followers  are  involved  in  peij^ry,  as  the  chastity  is  nega- 
tived. 

What  protection  have  the  people  in  church-membership  ?  They  have  complete  false- 
hood and  sophistry  in  the  pulpit,  exceeding  ail  the  balance  of  the  world,  and  that  sophis- 
try is  self-desecrated  by  perjury. 

Pecohai-  faith,  though  of  church,  is  divided  into  many  and  endless  secessions,  con- 
struing its  ideas  of  faith  differently  from  all  others. 

All  make  sectarianism,  none  of  which  is  religion,  that  pays  due  respect  to  the  Creator 
exclusively. 

Sectarianism  separates  the  natural  affections  of  relations,  friends,  and  citizens. 

The  papal  kingdoms,  Roman  and  Greek,  are  deeply  iniquitous  for  enslavement  of 
mind  ;  would  that  this  were  near  all.     Such  religion  is  it  by  peculiar  faith  ? 

Who  has  not  sought  unsuccessfully,  religion,  for  years,  under  all  the  guises  and  pre- 
tences of  peculiar  faith,  that  has  ever  led  the  mind  away  from  the  true  object  of  its 
devotion  !     Will  an  ignis  fatuus  do  for  the  world^s  light  ?     Let  mind-analysts  declare. 

In  what  part  of  the  earth  can  religion  be  found,  but  as  a  rational  and  just  view  of 
Deity,  hia  creation-gifl,  that  has  only  to  be  cherished  and  rightly  cultivated,  to  become 
tbe  most  rational  of  all  rationality  ? 

The  death-bod  scene  fixes  the  true  fidelity,  by  her  creed.  The  world,  sooner  or  later, 
will  cherish  her  holy  spirit.  Even  now,  legions  are  increasing,  with  the  light  and  free- 
dom of  mind. 

Her  substitute  will  be  discovered  to  be  a  deformed  and  ghastly  being,  miscalled  in 
her  name,  but  really,  superstition,  whose  attire  is  steeped  in  blood. 

Her  speech  is  fair,  but  foul — her  thoughts  are  wicked — her  ends  selfish — her  devo- 
tions are  earthly,  and  her  faith  idolatry,  man-worship,  and  e^en  beastiality  :  all  her  ends 
are  seduction,  and  her  termination  misery.  In  anguish  and  sorrow,  mind  enlightened 
tarns  away  from  her  thousand  fields  of  carnage  and  savage  butchery. 

Who  will  not  discard  superstition  for  God^s  religion,  that  is  made  up  of  forethoughts 
and  principles,  the  loftiest  aspirations  and  the  noblest  aims  ? 

Man's  faith  is  made  up  of  after-thoughts  and  ruin,  instead  of  pure  principles,  having 
a  world  tinkered  on  and  botched  up  with  peculiar  faith,  by  which  it  is  bankrupt. 

Religion  has  operated  from  creation,  all  the  time  silently  and  modestly,  even  by  moral 
influences  and  conscience. 

Peculiar  faith  is  only  for  a  time  guided  by  force,  sinister  devices,  self-interest  and 
dehision. 

Religion  yields  all  the  very  best  system  of  accountability  for  the  wants  of  mjankind, 
«ts  forth  all  the  legitimate  influence  in  the  world,  from  which  result  the  best  govern- 
ments. 

"About  606  the  most  profound  ignorance,  debauchery,  and  superstition  reigned. 
Fmm  this  time  the  popes  exerted  all  their  power  in  promoting  the  idolatrous  worship 
•f  images,  saints,  reliques,  and  angels. 
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The  church  was  truly  deplorable ;  all  the  clergy  up  to  the  most  flagrant  and  ibo* 
minable  acts  of  licentiousness. 

Places  of  worship  resembled  the  temples  of  heathen^  more  than  the  churches  of 
christians'."    Of  course  the  improvement  is  due  to  mind  in  civilization  :  what  else? 

To  propagate  their  doctrines,  the  anabaptists  sought  by  holy  fraud,  which  being  in- 
effectual, they  had  recourse  to  arms,  declared  war  against  all  laM-s,  governmeuts,  and 
magistrates  of  every  kind,  under  the  chimerical  pretext,  that  Christ  himself  was  now 
to  take  the  reins  of  all  government  into  his  hands. 

Sermonizing  is  not  argument  for  religion,  and  does  not  touch  the  point  or  question. 
It  is  all  one-sided,  the  most  warped  at  that. 

What  is  the  world  about  to  suffer  it  ?     Its  duty  is  to  fully  investigate  the  other  Bide. 

Does  any  church  of  peculiar  faith  stand  on  the  truth  1  Does  priestly  domination 
prove  it  satisfactorily  ?     All  proof  must  be  rational ;  there  can  be  no  other  in  the  universe. 

Can  we  forget  the  stumbling  blocks  of  churches,  the  ministry  silenced  or  degraded 
by  lusts  and  all  human  nature^s  inquities,  with  their  vows  broken ! 

Of  all  the  sophistries  in  this  sophisticated  world,  is  the  presumption  to  supersede 
mind,  the  only  pilot  of  the  world,  and  the  sole  means  of  communion  with  the  universo 
and  its  Creator,  by  the  bibles  of  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries* 

The  only  bible  is  that  of  mind,  commenced  with  all  rational  beings,  more  or  lees  with 
creation's  birth,  and  vital  existence. 

Why  do  church  people  affect  to  be  better  than  the  rest  of  the  world  1  They  are 
stupidly  or  wilfuUv  ignorant  of  their  false  position. 

God  is  the  judge  of  all,  not  church  people,  whom  he  cannot  know  in  that  or  any 
peculiar  light. 

When  all  nations  are  judged,  the  people  will  show  some  dark  spots  lefi  of  dark  and 
sinful  ages. 

The  proper  result  decides  the  question  in  the  most  available  characteristic  under  the 
whole  circumstances,  as  wise  men  prefer  those  for  their  general  best  character,  not 
adopt  church  membership  for  the  selection.  Which  of  the  many  churches  contending 
for  orthodoxy,  is  orthodox  ?  By  what  test  shall  the  solution  be  made  ?  Faith  will  not 
decide  of  course,  without  mind  and  reason,  that  bring  out  all  the  mental  and  soul  capitalt 
and  resources. 

In  orthodoxy,  mind  and  reason,  not  faith,  decide. 

Faith  will  be  false  as  interest  inclines,  therefore  mind  and  reason  must  counteract  it. 

The  exclusive  test  of  utility  is  reason. 

The  mental  seed  must  be  good,  or  the  harvest  will  be  spoiled  :  now  orthodoxy  i» 
right  thought,  and  that  implies  rational  mind,  whose  banner  is  reason,  not  faith. 

The  last  is  foolish,  not  correct  thought. 

But  the  bible  exacts  a  peculiar  faith,  else  the  damnation  threatened  by  the  makers, 
aiders,  and  abettors  follows. 

The  idea  of  our  God  negatives  any  peculiar  faith,  as  his  attributes  ar6  universal. 

Any  one  who  believes  the  bible  not  written  by  man's  collusion  and  designs,  cannot 
have  an  honest  but  peculiar  faith. 

God  is  too  pure  to  require  any  but  an  honest  faith.  Wise  and  good  men  wish  no 
other. 

Our  immortal  interest  guarantees  the  best,  and  that  is  in  God. 

There  must  be  reason  that  follows  the  will  in  such  a  decision  of  mind,  for  all  must 
be  truly  convinced  to  believe  truly. 

If  miracles  are  performed  now  by  the  members  of  the  Roman  church,  how  came  the 
pope  not  to  prevent,  as  a  supreme  minister  of  peace,  by  miracle,  his  own  expulsion 
from  his  government,  to  prevent  the  slaughter  and  butchery  of  thousands  of  his  coun- 
trymen by  foreign  bayonets,  of  a  sister  republic,  clashing  with  a  sister  republic  before 
his  restoration,  and  save  the  clash  of  principles,  one  of  the  mighty  difficulties  that 
would  have  benefited  all  his  people  ?  Then  was  the  auspicious  time  to  have  stayed 
the  effusion  of  blood,  and  have  performed  a  miracle  worthy  of  mind  and  the  world,  for 
its  universal  conversion !  But  all  peculiar  faith  is  ever  in  conflict  with  God's  principles. 
How  long  can  smuggled  faith  supersede  religion  and  reason. 

Do  not  expect  much  from  the  peculiar  faith  of  any  preachers  who  play  cards,  or  com- 
mit any  licentious  and  lustful  vices,  though  they  may  show  many  beautiful  bibles,  or  noisy 
church  membership. 

With  christians,  their  good  are  saints,  but  they  estimate  the  good  of  the  world  besides, 
as  sinners.  Who  made  them  competent  judges?  Have  they  analyzed  the  world- wido 
subjects,  that  mind  in  its  most  exalted  civilization  can  do  1 

Mind  must  be  thus  false  on  preconceived  notions,  however  exploded  the  absurdity, 
iherefore  mind  must  counteract  all  such. 
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A  deri)  is  superfluouft,  an  abstract  non-entity,  and  unnecessary,  as  mind,  iwhen  per* 
verted,  is  its  own  worst  punisher,  individuaUy  or  nationally,  by  retribution  of  conservatiYe 
principles,  tliat  vindicate  themselves. 

The  division  of  several  churches  on  sectional  and  national  sectarianism  in  this  union, 
the  adherents  of  a  part  over-riding  the  constitution,  display  the  malignancy  of  peculiar 
fiiith,  and  render  her  subversive,  by  example,  of  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and  the  best 
hopes  of  the  world. 

We  never  wiJI  get  the  world  right  till  we  rid  it  of  its  corrupting  influences.  Do  you 
wish  purity  f  Then  be  pure  yourself,  in  thought,  word,  and  deed ;  proved  by  example 
ibstracted  from  worldly  speculation.  Waver  not,  when  principles  require  it,  and  be 
above  self-reproach,  much  more  above  the  reproach  of  the  world,  that  should  look  at 
the  principles  of  religion  instead  of  the  delusions  and  chimeras  of  peculiar  faith. 

Follow  no  church  authority,  that  is  individual,  but  act  in  accordance  witli  principles, 
that  are  universal. 

Neither  sex  is  exempt  from  degrading  and  demoralizing  nature  in  the  church,  and 
some  are  actually  worse  for  church  membership.  Some  are  better  by  their  honest  natures 
realizing  the  virtues  connected  with  proper  mental  discipline  under  rational  religion, 
whilst  most  reflect  the  vices  of  peculiar  faith  and  its  partisan  seal.    - 

Church  vices  and  despotism  are  enormous. 

They  have  crimes  worse  than  inouisitions. 

The  basis  of  their  creation  excludes  God^s  sovereign  rights  and  attributes. 

What  church,  then,  has  not  necessarily  bigots  ? 

The  discipline  of  the  church  is  paramount  to  many  paramount  universal  principles. 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  present  tyranny  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  embracing  iiB 
inquisition. 

There  is  something  worse  the  cause  of  such  institutions,  peculiar  faith.  All  bigots 
are  inquisitors ;  then  they  are  abundant  even  in  this  country,  this  republic. 

Protestants  are  imprisoned  for  refusing  to  uncover  their  head  while  a  Roman  process 
sion  was  passing. 

What  IS  the  position  of  woman  under  the  tyranny  of  peculiar  faith  but  that  of  a 
dpgraded  being  ? 

.She  owes  her  exaltation  in  this  country  to  the  liberal  light  of  mind. 

The  adulterer  is  a  part  of  the  peculiar  faith,  and  can  dispense  with  its  obligations.  The 
interpretation  rests  with  him  at  confessional,  who  rules  the  wife  and  virtue,  or  principle. 
So  much  for  Roman  peculiar  faith. 

But  independent  of  absolutism,  principle  causes  such  adulterer  to  put  himself  in  the 
power,  not  over  the  power  of  the  offended  party,  and  forfeit  his  life  if  he  choose  its 
risk. 

All  main  crimes,  as  adultery  and  drunkenness,  are  under  the  abeyance  of  principles, 
not  of  faith,  where  mind  has  its  influence. 

In  vain  may  mind  seek  their  correction  by  getting  good  stock  and  causing  it  to  be 
well  improved,  independent  of  property,  the  last  and  least  consideration ;  but  the  means 
of  peculiar  faith  may  destroy  and  annihilate  all  such  exertions,  and  reflect  on  the  miseries 
of  the  balance  of  the  world.  Then  mind,  that  sees  the  world  as  it  is,  must  desire  the 
world^  not  priests*  prosperity.  What  errors  are  conmiitted  by  churchmen  !  Millions 
join  the  church  and  have  to  leave  it,  or  disgrace  the  church  worse  by  continuance. 

Their  faith  is  not  improved  religion. 

Church  memberships  by  myriads,  show  that  the  word  preached,  is  only  received  as 
that  of  man's.  It  is  impossible  for  sincerity  to  act  otherwise  ;  hearing  the  word  is  a 
rontingency  the  w^orld  over,  but  its  right  adoption  is  the  thing  for  mind  to  recognise. 
That  word  is  the  result  of  rational  religion.    . 

The  acts  of  mind  portrayed  in  conscience,  are  constantly  and  uniformly  proved  to  be 
by  the  only  true  word  of  God,  cause  and  effect,  for  correct  analysis  of  mind  and  its 
truthful  sincere  adoption. 

Conscientious  minds  devoted  exclusively  to  God,  to  whom  all  adoration  is  due, 
actually  would  refuse  church-membership  to  any  peculiar  faith. 

Men  of  principles  can  be  made  no  better  by  joining  any  church. 

Are  none  made  worse  by  joining  a  perfectly  useless  thing  ?  The  great  divisions  of 
the  church  recently  enacted  in  England,  and  more  particularly  in  this  country,  appear  a 
disgrace  to  those  of  the  great  church,  so  called  of  the  world,  always  holding  the  genuine 
majority. 

This  position  in  this  union  declared  in  not  less  than  two  great  divisions,  declares  a 
miserable  example  for  its  citizens,  and  familiarizes  them  to  the  accursed  spirit  of  dis- 
QAioo.     Such  agitation  is  a  hideous,  but  dangerous  burlesque  in  religion. 

The  people  at  large  are  growing  more  and  more  sectional,  from  that  degraded  caaae. 
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and  that,  too,  when  the  elements  and  light  of  mind  are  now  best  prepared  to  elicit  more 
nniversal  brotherhood.  Where  is  union  in  church,  but  for  union  of  interest?  The 
light  of  faith  in  churches,  is  behind  its  proper  position  in  the  circle  of  liberty  and  mind* 
The  position  is  not  tenable,  and  has  to  be  eradicated,  expunged  by  truth  and  reason. 

This  mighty  nation,  to  have  the  most  powerful  light  of  ail  nations,  whose  bnlliancy 
from  its  glorious  confederation,  must  reflect  on  the  world  at  all  points,  at  once,  with 
gigantic  strides  to  civilization,  must  take  the  noblest  stand  on  all  great  conservative 
principles. 

Already  is  she  pouring  in  her  noble  offering,  the  best  of  mind,  that  atones  for  the 
original  sin  conrniitted  at  first  by  a  half  civilized  mother,  whom  she  entreated  to  spare 
her  this  horrible  crime.  But  relentless  self-interest  saw  naught  but  profit  over  man's 
rights. 

Through  the  influence  of  both  nations,  and  the  avenues  of  mighty  eommerce,  Africa 
begins  in  earnest  to  reach  civilization,  by  the  only  practical  effects  of  mind.  Already 
has  she  in  part  become  regenerated  from  barbarism,  at  the  best  practicable  point,  and 
many  of  the  descendants,  Americo-Africans,  who  from  thousands  have  become  four 
millions  of  human  beings,  advancing  on  the  blessings  of  mind,  have  established  a  free 
government,  and  already  man-piracy  is  arrested  for  a  large  extent  of  coast 

What  shall  we  say  of  Uie  balance  of  the  world  ?  All  peculiar  faith  dogmas  and  doc- 
trines, will  avail  it  naught,  till  mind  rears  its  majestic  influence,  and  its  potency  will 
rear  a  fabric  for  the  glory  of  rational  religion.  Ail  its  churches  are  naught,  and  built 
on  materials  robbed  of  mind  and  religion,  that  direct  man^s  chief  good  b^  intellectual 
and  moral  light,  most  refulgent. 

What  shaU  we  say  of  that  faith  that  produces  change  or  conversion  in  a  moment? 

We  must  analyze  the  state  of  all  minds,  in  this  passion.     ' 

There  is  deep  excitement,  then  a  composure  ensues,  as  the  feelings  will  run  their 
course  and  limit. 

Some  church  professions  exhibit  no  suph  show ;  as  far  as  we  can  appreciate,  the  Ro- 
mans and  Episcopalians  do  not. 

Wo  unto  all  churches  and  members  of  churches,  especially  their  heads,  that  hide  the 
light  of  science  under  the  pretences  of  faith. 

You  can  never  open  your  mouth  against  the  atheists,  as  you  reject  the  light  oS  rea- 
son, that  cuts  them  all  down,  and  all  your  bibles  of  tradition,  and  all  its  doctrines  of  po- 
lytheism, or  faith  in  more  than  one  God. 

It  may  seem  singular,  but  it  certainly  is  true,  and  vouches  for  the  masterly  hand- 
writing of  the  Supreme  God,  who  never  lets  mind,  that  has  executed  its  trust,  mistake 
the  proof. 

N^or  need  you  fear  the  results  of  Mahometanism,  Mormonism,  or  any  analogous  fanati- 
cism or  superstition. 

They  or  you  can  never  succeed,  before  the  religion  of  God.  Did  yon  and  all  your 
fraternity  not  give  an  impetus  to  those  very  fanaticisms  ? 

Have  you  not  forwarded  man-worship  and  superstition  ?  Did  you  not  believe  in  su- 
perstition, and  what  is  that  but  a  base  for  all  such  peculiar  faith  vagaries  %  See  how 
the  Christians  love  one  another  1 

Which  of  the  sects— for  see  how  some  sects  detest  and  hate  the  others  ?  All  divi- 
sions of  sectarianism  think  themselves  orthodox,  all  infallible ;  of  course,  all  others  fal- 
lible, and  to  be  put  down. 

How  bad  is  it  for  churches  of  the  same  persuasion  to  be  litigant.  Is  there  any  love 
there  ?    Who  believes  it? 

What  can  be  worse  than  all  the  petty  church  priest  tyranny  ?  What,  under  such  re- 
prime,  does  it  matter  about  exclusion  from  confession,  excommunication,  &c.  3  Where 
IS  the  mind-benefit  ? 

Priests  are  tyrants,  popes  are  murderers,  and  antagonistic  to  republican  principles, 
avowed  by  their  citizens. 

What  does  mind  need  of  these,  to  aid  its  progress  in  virtue.  Church  services  stop 
on  time,  but  mind  always  acts  for  itself,  if  left  sound  to  do  so. 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  secret  vices  of  the  churches,  of  many  members  1 

Have  the  head  or  leading  men  of  some  churches  ever  supported  the  means  produc- 
tive thereof? 

We  may  counteract  much  of  the  world's  nuisances  and  crimes,  but  not  break  up  or 
eradicate  at  present,  when  there  is  so  much  corrupt  collusion  in  the  old  overgrown  cities. 
What  is  all  church  protection  worth,  to  poor,  ignorant  females,  who  neglect  the  supre- 
macy of  mind  ? 

^o  youth,  females  especially,  should  go  to  cities  to  live,  that  can  be  properly  sup* 
ported  in  the  country.     Not  that  they  should  not  go  thither,  but  when  tiiey  go  to  cities. 
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«.^_  MBi  '^  advice%f  discreet  friends,  they  lay  themseWes  liable  to  suspi- 

-  .    ^.  m1  considerations  and  laudable -objects. 

'  "«n  is  always  suspicious,  it  is  especially  so  in  town  residence,  thus 

••ys  keep  sacred  their  right  position  above  suspicion.    What  good 

Mc  perfection  attained  by,  but  a  trifling  against  God  and  his  natu- 

^^  a  osteology,  the  hoiiy  tear  of  Yendome,  and  all  such  ignominious 

"^~  it  the  proscriptions  and  butchery  of  past  ages  were  perpetrated, 

*" '  ind  the  world  confounded  and  oppressed  ? 

•   _  >elieve  in  all  such,  though  sanctioned  by  any  church  !    Who  can 

'^     -         liinery  of  Christ,  if  his  mind  duly  investigate  this  comprehensive 
^^  estlyl 

>*moluroents  be  thus  won,  we  do  not  wish  them  at  the  expense  of 

Z*^  '  ii^on.    Mind  must  counteract  what  the  time  may  not  exactly  suit 

^^  t^rsede,  by  innovation,  reformation,  or  conservative  revolution. 

'y  ightened  public  opinion  in  republican  constitutional  freedom,  in  her 

.  "J^^  progress,  to  perform  1     Mind  has  to  do  the  world  the  proper  justice. 

'  *"  do  in  this  respect !     The  noost  they  can  effect  is  their  own  peculiar 

"^         ^>erpetuate  their  own  unredeemed  abuses.     But  what  avail  the  world 

*^  jaizations,  that  are  made  for  the  peculiar  institutions,  not  the  whole 

ertain. 

**  the  elements  of  dissension,  not  only  against  each  other,  *but  actually 

in  Europe,  America,  all  over  the  globe.     Peculiar  faith  wars  are  the 

^  e  is  necessarily  the  enthusiasm  of  bigotry,  the  most  fanatical  of  all 

themselves  to  church  clans,  that  are  identified  to  their  exclusive  in  te- 
llers, not  having  any  love  of  principles,  but  principals  before  their  eyes  % 
le  feelings  of  some  independent  thinkers  to  find  themselves  liable,  as  all 
investigation,  at  the  pleasure  of  members  ? 
ad  private  societies  helpers  to  bind  their  members  to  the  same  power, 
Je  bible  traditions  ?  Are  they  doing  the  universal  brotherhood  of  the 
til  jostice  that  religion  enjoins  ? 

.ardeoed  sinner,  full  of  years  and  iniquity,  is  converted  in  the  deep  infir- 

1  and  mind,  probably  at  his  death-bed  scene,  who  can  believe  tliat  his 

developments  are  properly  changed  ?     Are  not  such  changes  the  gradual 

jel    This  justification  is  at  the  bar  of  conscience  and  reason,  and  must  be 

a  the  utaHMt  difiKculty,  as  some  are  of  the  lowest  organisation.     Intelligent 

i  are  bound  to  see  all  this,  and  correct  all  necessary  as  they  live. 

ot  a  questioo  of  feeling,  bat  of  religion,  the  highest  reason.     Most  church 

.e  so  bigoted  that  they  talk  of  the  world  as  no  one  but  themselves  having  any 

lere  ate  God,  mind,  and  ite  God-giil,  religion  ?    Some  piofessors  are  worthy, 

moat  aze  onworthy  members  of  society. 

Ml  all  the  tenets  of  church  doctrines  avail  when  the  organization  of  churches 
•ndalMml 

vVail  baptismal  regeneration,  when  there  ia  no  valid  baptism  ?    ^*  Dr.  Musgrave, 
f»  of  York,  in  his  primary  visitation,  distinctly  disavowed  the  doctrines  of  bap- 
"^aeration." 

M  we  expect  of  baptism,  when  there  is  no  baptism  ?    There  is  no  mission  but 

Iliad,  no  commission  but  for  its  rational  religion.     All  else  is  irrational,  vain  and 

y.  What  church  of  peculiar  faith  is  there  but  is  troubled,  and  if  old  enough,  divided  ? 

r  deplorable  has  been  the  state  of  the  Roman  church  ?    To  what  abominations 

ad  degradations  has  she  not  resorted  as  lon^  as  mind  permitted  her? 

■une  priest-ridden  countries,  oppressed  by  mtolerance  of  Romanism,  one  has  to 

s  hk  knees  before  the  procession  of  the  host  which  passes,  and  conform  outi^'ardly 

Mezvaaces  which  aie  exacted  of  him.     This  is  honor  and  respect  to  mind,  the 

£si  part  of  man,  with  a  vengeance. 

wne  will  be  when  th»  slavish  felony  will  be  duly  estimated,  and  the  priestocracy 
Ated  on  earth. 

^  Uie  worship  of  Ae  fignres  of  the  virgin.  &c.,  the  institution  of  the  holy  sacrament 
cmiTaclea,  the  procession  of  the  miraculous  wafers,  the  assumption  of  catholic  majesty, 
mder  of  the  &ith,  all  these  tricks  and  impostures  the  less  to  be  deplored  and  objected 
*  •    What  peculiar  faith  is  to  be,  can  be  defended  % 
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Are  whole  nations  to  be  committed  to  an  ignominious  credulity,  and  the  peace  of  the 
world  disregarded  therefor?  The  history  of  the  miraculous  wafers  discloses  an  awful 
tragedy.  The  object  was  attained  by  killing  the  wealthy  Jews  in  Brussels  for  their 
money,  which  the  clergy  obtained.     Is  not  this  felony  still  enjoyed  ? 

All  persuasions  persecuted  each  other  most  abominably  once  under  the  peculiar  faith 
garb.  The  priestocracies  incited  this,  and  enjoyed  it  over  the  ruins  of  the  world,  as 
much  as  Nero  in  the  fire  of  Rome. 

What  a  felony,  then,  is  the  base  of  all  sects ! 

The  working  of  miracles  would  rise  to-day,  if  popular  ignorance  licensed  it.  Who 
needs  the  actors  1 

The  actors  are  prepared,  if  the  audience  could  be  found.  Poor  imbeciles,  who  can- 
not estimate  the  value  of  their  own  mind.  What  greater  blasphemy  can  arise  than  from 
hypocritical  peculiar  faith  ? 

What  good  comes  of  any  institution  that  erects  an  inquisition  at  this  day  at  Rome  ? 

If  this  prevail  while  the  press  speaks,  what  were  its  horrors  when  there  was  none  to 
befriend  man  ? 

Of  what  value  to  society  are  nunneries  and  such  societies,  but  to  entice  the  hinders 
of  property  to  bestow  it  as  a  legacy  on  cunning  priestocracies  1 

How  much  better  to  the  world  would  it  be,  that  all  this  should  be  the  world's  fund  for 
mind  and  virtue. 

All  church  property  should  be  appropriated  for  educational  purposes,  and  then  we 
would  begin  to  be  right.  Then  church-faith  would  go  with  speculation  to  uphold  it, 
and  no  state-church-supremacy  would  blight  and  blast  the  honest  effusions  of  mind,  and 
its  religion. 

The  fund  for  bickering  and  opposition,  even  to  rebellion,  wars  and  cmsades,  would 
become  extinct. 

Citizens  of  the  world,  it  is  yours  to  decide  this  momentous  question,  to  still  the 
world-wide  agitation* 

Have  no  state  and  church  endowments  and  preferments. 

What  would  Juggernaut  be  without  his  car  and  his  brute  parasites,  priests,  and  their 
minions? 

What  better  are  those  that  adopt  the  mummeries  of  church  pretences  ? 

What  division  of  the  world's  bigots  has  the  least  vindictiveness  when  clothed  with 
the  brief  authority  of  power  ?  In  protestant  countries,  the  laws  against  popery  were 
brutal  in  olden  times. 

In  the  year  1700,  the  Assembly  passed  a  law  to  hang  every  popish  priest  who  should 
come  voluntarily  into  New  York.     Think  of  tliat,  in  these  times  of  mind  I 

All  sectarians  swear  they  are  right ;  of  course,  all  others  are  wrong.  What  then  is 
religion,  and  to  whom  is  it  due  ?  It  is  the  sacred  obligation  of  mind  to  God  most 
directly,  not  through  messiahs  or  priestocracies.  All  that  is  a  false  position  of  pecuhar 
faith. 

Bigots  and  fanatics,  the  world  over,  will  assume  to  decide  this  mighty  question  of 
religion,  that  they  do  not  begin  to  apprectate  or  recognise,  by  their  feelings  of  enthusi- 
asm and  narrow  prejudices,  exclusively  by  the  doctrines  of  peculiar  faitl^  that  do  and 
cannot  touch  the  question  at  all.  They  persist  that  they  arc  better  by  their  faith,  impu- 
dently arrogating  pretensions  not  supported  by  their  actions. 

Religionists  only  claim  to  believe  in  the  immortal  God  alone.  Polytheists,  called 
Christians,  believe  in  four  gods,  many  angels  and  spirits  on  earth,  while  one  of  their 
main  ones  is  a  mortal,  on  the  laws  of  physiology,  and  illegitimate  at  that  I 

On  the  laws  of  the  highest  religion,  he  is  a  blasphemer.  Ignorant  of  the  earth  s 
figure  and  its  conservative  principles,  they,  Jews  and  Christians,  stupidly  substituted 
ministers,  angels  and  spirits  in  their  place. 

But  no  matter  how  absurd  all  this,  it  is  peculiar  faith,  and  that  is  sought  to  be  made 
unquestionable,  not  however  by  any  law  of  civilized  mind. 

The  true  faith  must  ever  be  in  duty  to  God  and  mind.  Peculiar  faith  brieves  in  duty 
to  gods,  and  that  causes  wars  among  men,  who  have  their  notions  about  these  things, 
that  if  in  power  must  be  carried  out,  however  repugnant  their  false  views  to  society. 
Buty  to  God  alone  has  naught  to  do  with  trade  and  speculation,  whereas  peculiar  faith 
lives  by  them  all  the  time. 

The  sooner  all  this  is  taken  away,  the  better  for  pure  religion  and  the  universal  good 
of  all  mankmd. 

What  avails  the  prayer  of  the  priestocracy,  said  over  dead  bodies  for  the  redemption 
•f  their  souls  1     It  only  avails  the  pockets  of  these  pretended  functionaries  ? 

The  question  was  decided  by  the  decision  of  principles  at  the  end  of  life,  (^  ^ 
iouuortal  soul. 
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So  far  as  it  concerns  the  balalice,  the  pockets  of  the  priestocracy  are  better  filled,  but 
those  of  the  souPs  representatives  are  emptied  by  gulling  speculations  of  an  ignoble  and 
debauched  set  of  blasphemers. 

This  vicegerentship  is  an  absurdity,  and  heinously  is  the  doctrine  corrupting.  All 
emanates  from  the  priestocracy.  God^s  attributes  cannot  be  invaded  for  a  moment, 
much  less  to  be  thus  explained  away.  Individual  accountability  must  be  met  by  retri- 
butive justice  for  that  particular  mind,  the  soul  embodiment,  to  produce  the  best  happi- 
ness of  the  spirit  embodiment,  that  may  be  a  spiritual  etherealization.  An  intolerant 
church  is  a  butcher,  all  sectarian  churches  are  nuisances.  But  evils  have  their  end, 
th  It  is  a  means  to  produce  good  by  the  manifest  providence  of  conservative  principles. 

Persecution  arouses  up  all  the  latent  energies  and  zeal  of  mind,  that  is  certain. 
Crush  a  man^s  spirit,  dispirit  him  by  misfortunes,  and  you  arouse  his  ambition  and 
Ltlents,  if  he  be  of  the  right  standard. 

If  obscure  preachers  are  convicted  as  nuisances,  rilifying  other  sects,  what  can  we 
expect  of  their  whole  position. 

Falling  from  grace  is  affirmed  by  some,  and  utterly  denied  by  other  churches.  When 
members  of  churches  fall  or  sin,  they  are  considered  by  the  last  brethren,  as  never 
possessing  the  faith,  and  of  course  never  attaining  the  point  of  correction. 

This  position  implies  that  the  position  of  faith  is  according  to  opinion,  and  that 
opinion,  unless  the  result  of  science,  reason  and  cultivated  mind  a  serious  mistake,  or  a 
degraded  hypocrisy. 

Give  power  even  to  persecuted  protestants,  and  they  will  persecute  most  horribly,  as 
the  people  that  settled  Rhode  Island,  an  outcast  from  her  sisters  of  New  England  can 
(ein 

^Vhat  superstition  cao  induce  the  belief  that  it  is  in  the  nature  of  mind,  to  have  sud- 
den complete  conversions  ? 

Is  there  no  ground  for  suspicion  in  some  ;  is  there  no  prompting  from  passions,  as 
avarice  or  ambition  ?  Are  there  no  preferments  to  be  expected  in,  by  or  through  the 
church  1     But  how  about  revivals  1     The  world  may  have  all  that  are  legitimate. 

The  world  is  better,  and  improves  on  its  improvement. 

More  crime  is  apparent  than  ever,  by  its  superior  general  intelligence,  and  its  varied 
excellence  of  means  over  that  of  past  ages.  How  many  of  the  superficial  of  the 
world,  set  themselves  up  for  analyzers  ? 

Past  and  ignorant  ages  gave  in  to  the  predominance  of  military  ambition,  but  ere 
long  a  new  era  will  burst  in  upon  the  world.  Between  Fulton  and  Napoleon,  a  few 
years  hence,  a  decision  will  be  made  for  science  of  mind  over  the  butchery  of  mankind, 
the  exalter  over  the  corrupter  of  nations.  What  a  distance  is  there  already,  between 
Washington  and  Napoleon? 

If  all  societies,  secret  or  others,  fostered  the  greatest  good  of  the  world,  which  is 
the  most,  as  it  would  be,  of  all,  then  they  could  not  be  clannish,  or  sectarian,  or  segre- 
gated. The  justice  of  life  is  to  be  universally  diffused.  The  christians  can  appropri- 
ate the  claim  of  exclusive  protectors  of  science  for  several  reasons,  as  they  were  its 
bitterest  unprincipled  opponents,  especially  whenever  their  faith  came  in  antagonism  to 
science.  The  Saracens  protected  learning,  in  the  9th  century.  All  this  was  nothing 
beyond  the  force  of  circumstances  of  ambition,  lust  of  power,  and  the  inherent  capacity 
of  principles. 

How  was  the  christian  church  recovered  at  Tarioi;s  times  from  its  deepest  heresies, 
corruptions  and  schisms,  but  by  the  potency  of  mind,  that  will  eradicate  all,  in  time  ? 
When  churches,  creeds,  faiths  and  the  perverted  cliques  of  the  world,  seek  to  extirpate 
nat4iral  improvements,  they  must  first  seek  to  extirpate  mind,  the  world's  active  guar- 
dian, after  God 

But  the  church-converted,  are  the  only  people  to  be  saved !  Who  are  they  ?  Of 
course,  those  in  the  peculiar  church  are  meant.  But  the  main  question  remains  for 
solution.  Are  they  of  the  church  of  God  Almighty?  Did  they  not  eschew  him 
vhen  they  adopted  others  ? 

As  feeling  presumes  to  define  and  decide  this  pretence,  analysis  decides  it  is  not 
correct,  as  feeling  is  erroneous  as  peculiar  education  that  originates  it,  when  reason  has 
not  been  heard.  What  avail  church  organizations,  when  the  policy  is  worthless  ?  The 
poUcy  of  mind  is,  to  be  honest  and  truthful. 

Some  people  are  bad  enough,  any  how,  without  being  disciplined  to  insincerity. 
Church  people  should  look  to  that. 

The  clerical  statistics  will  show  an  immense  decrease  of  clerical  persons,  in  ratio  to 
the  population,  more  than  four-fifths,  it  is  affirmed,  in  France,  in  less  than  an  hundred 
years;  three-fifths  at  Rome,  and  an  immense  decrease  in  less  than  a  century.  Princi- 
ples will  put  the  world  right,  in  time. 
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What  squabbles  and  quarrels  were  there  among  bishd^s,  with  the  corrupt  factions  at 
the  council  of  Nice. 

Can  smuggling  make  gentlemen  ?  What  church  quacrrels  most  disgraceful  to  gentle- 
men, let  alone  Isidies,  the  world  over. 

Do  the  people  know  what  they  are  about,  when  they  go  to  join  churches,  and  confide 
in  a  messiah  ?     They  are  tories  to  their  God  and  mind. 

Have  they  had  means  to  investigate  the  whole  subject,  by  deep  and  sound  inquiry, 
from  authentic  sources  ?     Then  so  much  the  more  culpable  ar6  they. 

Have  they  not  confided  in  those  who  are  involved  in  interest  and  feeling,  having 
committed  themselves,  and  having  too  much  false  pride  to  reverse  their  own  published 
deeds  ?  What  can  churches  impart,  when  none  of  peculiar  faith  has  the  right  elements 
of  religion  ? 

Why  a  ceaseless  agitation,  to  render  the  world  dissatisfied  on  all  that  is  of  no  account  ? 

What  class  of  mind,  men,  or  profession,  can  be  trusted  as  granted  ?  The  priests  1 
They  who  never  could  be  depended  on  fr6m  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  from  their  most 
exorbitant  deceit,  fraud,  deception  on  mind  ? 

Thousands  are  sincere  in  joining  the  church,  but  if  we  were  in  a  church  and  saw  the 
gross  errors  as  we  do,  and  the  imposture  of  all  messiah  church  salvation,  we  would 
renounce  them  as  blasphemy.  Churches  and  secret  societies  form  peculiar  brother- 
hoods, but  the  brotherhood  of  the  world  is  founded  on  the  principles  that  govern  the 
world  and  are  universal.     This  is  exempt  from  all  man^s  misrules  and  petty  tyranny. 

The  Romanist  excommunicates  the  Protestant  as  no  minister  at  all,  as  not  having  the 
apostolic  succession. 

Rational  religionists  can  consider  no  such  professions  as  these,  of  religion.  The 
worship  of  golden  images,  of  Jesus,  &c.,  does  not  differ  from  that  of  heathen  idolatry  : 
all,  of  course,  is  paganism. 

Wake  out  of  the  dream,  that  the  good  church  members  are  any  better  than  other  good 
people.  But  people  join  churches  to  get  better.  How  can  that  be,  as  the  very  step  to 
messiahship  excludes  the  whole  position  ? 

Rites  and  ceremonies  are  not  religion !  The  house  of  God  is  not  the  house  of  the 
priest  of  peculiar  faith. 

But  how  could  any  fall  from  grace,  by  reason  of  their  church  position  ?  They  could 
not,  as  they  did  not  have  it,  by  church  peculiar  faith  that  cannot  impart  it.  They  mis- 
take the  source,  that  is  all ! 

But  their  feelings  tell.  Tell  what  ?  All  sects  claim  all  such.  Millions  on  millions 
are  deceived,  thinking  they  had  religion  and  grace.  They  had  both  as  God-gi(ls  to 
their  minds,  better  before  they  started  !  Nevertheless,  as  they  are  in  the  church,  they 
may  think  in  sincerity,  that  others  ought  to  be  there  too.  Never  was  there  a  greater 
mistake. 

Hear  them !  But  my  child  may  become  an  infidel,  and  I  would  rather  follow  him  to 
the  fijave ! 

What  nonsense — ^blasphemy — degradation  ! 

Does  your  church  clear  you  of  infidelity  to  your  God,  whom  you  oppose  by  espousing 
a  mere  fiction  for  a  messiah  who  cannot  exist  in  God^s  universe  ? 

If  your  child  be  a  rational  being,  you  are  bound  to  desire  him,  bigot  as  you  are,  to 
adopt  all  rational  conclusions  comprehending  this  whole  subject.  This  position  defines 
a  balanced  mind  and  morals,  on  principles  that  promote  fidelity  to  God,  and  discard  the 
blasphemy  by  peculiar  faith. 

W  e  except  all  church  members  that  keep  pure,  despite  of  all  church  corruptioD  and 
pollution. 

Some  members  in  the  church  are  much  worse  than  others  out  of  it,  surely.  How 
can  the  church  render  any  better  ?  Many  join  innocently,  and  purely  to  be  better ;  that 
they  could  better  attain  by  being  out. 

What  good  does  church  peculiar  faith  do  the  world  ? 

The  authors  of  all  peculiar  faith  cannot  begin  to  better  any  church  members,  since 
inherent  principles  of  God  operate  on  their  minds.  As  to  any  maxims  of  doing  to 
others  what  we  would  have  them,  under  similar  circumstinces,  do  unto  us,  these  are  all 
social  principles,  discovered  long  before  the  birth  of  any  writers  of  any  man-christ, 
with  whom  they  are  not  original,  as  all  social  principles  are  all  God^s  assuredly,  which 
mind  has  been  enjoying  according  to  its  excellency  in  civilization.  Confucius  used  this 
maxim,  that  was  in  use  by  Chinese  legislators  as  long,  it  is  said,  as  five  hundred  years 
before  such  a  being  as  Christ  was  thought  of.  There  can  be  no  usurpers  of  social 
principles,  as  they  are  degraded  by  that  pretence  worse  than  men.  Affecting  to  be 
messiahs,  they  become  the  most  arrant  impostors. 

Joining  of  church  of  peculiar  faith  is  a  fashionable  custom,  warranted  by  uo  rational 
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consideration,  but  forbidden  by  purest  patriotism  and  the  loftiest  humanity.  What  good 
do  all  church  peculiar  faith  rites  and  ceremonies  do?  Among  them  is  fasting  all  day, to 
which  are  opposed  the  best  physiological  principles,  that  are  undeniable. 

Let  us  seek  to  promote  the  paramount  principles  of  health,  the  work  of  God,  not 
destroy  it  by  any  errors  or  devices  of  perverted  mind,  and  miss  the  means  of  its  future 
restoration.  But  the  sudden  and  speedy  change  of  the  soul  from  the  hardened  sinner 
to  the  refined  convert,  upholds  the  faith  of  the  testament  of  Christ.  Then  your  faith, 
that  looks  of  course  to  a  foundation,  is  self-sustained,  independent  of  any  such  founda- 
tion.    All  this  is  fiction  throughout,  as  analysis  discloses. 

The  mind,  influenced  by  habits  and  perversity,  has  lent  reflective  image  to  the  face 
which  is  too  often  influenced  by  the  hardihood  of  crime.  Phrenology  of  physiology 
decides,  to  a  certain  extent  elegantly,  that  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  is  con- 
firmed, and  when  fixed  is  hard  to  change.  Now  the  bible  of  mind  insures  this  physio- 
logical rational  fact,  and  does  not  deny  any  fact  as  fact  that  seemingly  clashes  with  precon- 
ceived notions.  Some  church  members  talk  and  act,  that  you  cannot  possibly  have  any 
confidence  in  all  they  say  or  do.  But  your  pious  frauds  declare  that  no  one  can  view 
death  with  complacency,  except  their  peculiar  faith  is  analogous  to  yours !  Now,  the 
^sity  of  this  is  most  clear,  as  nine-tenths  of  mankind  die  in  direct  antagonism  to  your 
faith !  Will  you  never  see,  bigot  as  you  are,  the  iniquitous  falsifications  of  mind'that 
Tou  ignobly  practice  on  your  deceived  church  members  ?  We  hear  of  persons  in  your 
pecQJiar  faith,  ay  in  the  church,  and  become  skeptic,  as  you  call  them,  of  course  acting 
in  sincerity,  and  dying  as  calmly  as  possible.  There  are  too  many  of  these  facts  for 
you  to  commit  yours^f  any  longer  to  this  deficient  defence. 

We  are  all  as  much  interested  as  any  of  you  can  be  to  have  the  right  position.  We 
defend  the  pure  cause  of  rational  religion. 

Persons  of  liberal  expansion  of  intellect  ought  to  abstain  from  church ;  thus  the 
matter  of  church  speculation  and  superstition  would  die  of  themselves. 

Some  studiously  avoid  rational  discussions,  or  even  allusions  to  their  church  faith,  or 
allude  to  such  in  a  defective  and  objectionable  way.  Why  is  not  all  this  question  rightly 
met?    The  way  it  is  treated  is  downright  murder  of  mind's  rights. 

You  wish  to  be  satisfied  and  happy  on  your  death  bed.  We  are  assured  of  this  fact, 
throogh  God's  grace. 

But  none  can  take  proper  cognizance  of  all  tliis  but  God.  Therefore  it  is  not  specu- 
lation but  religion  to  maintain  an  enlightened  virtuous  public  opinion  in  the  world.  En- 
lightened mind  should  never  be  gulled  by  any  church  member,  as  member.  Only  act 
toward  him  as  a  man.  Our  mind  has  no  misgivings  about  the  propriety  of  our  situation 
to  die  with  in  rational  religion.  That  is  the  only  safe  one,  despite  of  all  the  pious  frauds 
of  the  world  to  the  contrary. 

Some  church  people  cheat,  lie,  act  the  dissemblers,  hypocrites,  have  learnt  their  trade 
for  speculation  surely.  If  God  had  not  helped  the  world  by  principles  before  churches, 
the  universe  had  been  bad  off  indeed. 

But  it  is  claimed  now  by  peculiar  faith  that  these  are  the  people  of  God,  as  if  he  had 
drawn  a  line  of  demarcation  around  them.  All  are  the  people  of  God,  through  the 
bible  of  mind,  to  the  exclusion  of  peeuliar  faith,  that  has  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter. 

Mind,  infuriated  to-day  by  all  church  misrule,  is  not  to  be  trusted  by  mind  that  is 
rational. 

Your  church-membership  is  no  presumptive  evidence  of  your  virtue.  It  is  against 
you,  in  religion  most  clearly. 

If  death  was  not  certain,  how  few  mortals,  churches  or  not,  would  be  at  the  point  of 
their  conceived  safety  ? 

In  seasons  of  aflSiction  and  adversity,  church-memberships  become  abundant ;  but  in 
the  plenitude  of  prosperity,  how  great  is  the  falling  off !  Religion  is  as  constant  as  prin- 
ciples, that  never  can  be  absent. 

We  have  always  to  examine  if  there  be  no  cheat  or  imposition  on  the  world.  It  is  a 
burning  shame  that  superstition  so  rank,  stupid,  gross,  and  vulgar,  should  not  be  seen 
through.  There  are  many  we  cannot  credit  in  or  out  of  churches,  hypocrites  as  they 
are.     Take  hold  of  one  of  those  old  lying,  hypocritical,  church  stumbling-blocks. 

What  a  tough  old  case,  indeed,  of  sin  and  corruption ! 

But  repentance  is  the  creat  idea  of  church  doctrine.  How  preposterous,  that  a  man 
by  mere  repentance  could  expect  as  high  a  reward  as  by  the  life  innocent  ?  What 
demoralization-doctrines !  The  base  should  be  abolished.  Let  the  law  of  retribution 
be  applied. 

God^s  grace  sustains  the  universe,  but  mind's  merits  must  do  all  practicable  for  the 
rescue,  by  nature,  of  its  organization  and  functions.  But  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
ehrifitians  can  be  entirely  exempt  from  sin — certainly  not.    All  people  sin ;  the  least 
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sin  is  tlic  best  attainable  position.  But  christian  church-people  have  stupidly  separated 
themselves  above  the  world  as  God^s  people,  as  if  the  whole  world  were  not  hi:$  crea- 
tion. This  is  the  absurd  conduct  of  the  bhuddists,  Jews — all  that  pretend  to  peculiar 
faith.  They  have  nnade  themselves  a  mark  to  be  shot  at.  What  bigots !  what  ignoble, 
contemptible  impudence ! 

If  the  best  otm  only  sin  the  least  in  this  life,  how  then  can  any  one  be  h'^ly  or  sancti- 
fied on  this  earth  ?  IIow  preposterous !  But  all  christians  are  not  demoralized — only 
no  better.  The  church  furnishes  no  criterion.  Man  is  what  his  mind  makes  liiro, 
under  his  circumstances.  But  some  preachers  of  some  persuasions  have  little  pay. 
Any  pay  is  too  much  in  a  faith  that  has  no  real  foundation.  But  how  good  are  the 
benevolent  associations  resulting  from  church  establishments !  What  Samaritans  are 
the  nuns !  It  is  all  well  if  ending  well,  and  tbcy  have  no  expectance,  no  sinister  or 
peculiar  influence  to  establish  their  orders,  their  powers,  or  causmg  them  to  retire  from 
a  world  that  their  blasted  hopes  cannot  permit  them  to  enjoy.  All  this  proves  the 
noblest  features  of  civilized  mind,  that  can  accomplish  much  more  for  the  world. 

There  is  not  any  test  of  character,  except  a  roan's  actions.  How  often  is  it  that  we 
hear  of  church-members  and  preachers  prowling,  at  night,  in  the  sinks  of  perdition? 
IIow  often  have  they  been  caught  in  disreputable  scenes  ?  How  much  is  \ei\  hid,  but 
to  God  alone  ?  No,  let  us  have  no  such  pretension,  when  mind  is  already  possessed  of 
the  genuine  religion,  only  needing  cultivation.  What  is  the  main  question  in  life  ? 
How  much  trouble  and  tears,  blood  and  sorrow  are  caused  the  world  for  want  of  a 
proper  code  of  faith  of  religion  !  Church  faith  is  not  religion.  But  of  all  the  great 
curses  of  life,  is  the  support  of  unions  of  church  and  state.  Is  it  right  that  dissenters 
should  pay  to  the  state  church,  when  they  disbelieve  in  it,  and  not  hare  their  prelates 
advanced  to  peerages  ?  Is  it  right  for  mind,  that  man  should  be  imprisoned  for 
writing  his  views  on  the  fraud  of  priests  ?  Is  this  freedom  of  mind,  the  present  day  ? 
IIow  long  shall  the  world  be  burthened  by  tithes,  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  1 
How  long  shall  church-rates  be  one  of  the  nuisances  of  priest-ridden  countries? 
Church  property  should  bo  confiscated,  only  on  a  right  basis — ^not  by  repudiation,  but 
when  appropriated  by  law  as  obtained  by  false  pretences.  Members  of  churches  hate 
told  the  world  the  most  barefaced  falsehoods,  to  get  the  least  private  advantage.  If 
they  have  this  habit,  will  they  not  swear  to  them  ?  How  unseemly  are  church  differ- 
ences !  How  often  do  the  members  hate  each  other  ?  There  is  no  necessity  for  any 
churches  that  do  no  good,  but  much  harm.  Let  patriots  decide  that  the  church-world 
shall  not  take  any  unprincipled  advantage  any  longer,  if  they  can  prevent  it. 

How  long  shall  the  world,  much  of  which  has  been  forced  by  proscriptions  of  one 
kind  or  other,  brute  force,  by  all  the  libel  of  language,  be  kept  in  abeyance  to  the  farce 
of  church  pretences  ?  What  an  ignominious  contention  of  those  in  the  church,  who 
slander  each  other  ? 

What  shall  the  world  think  of  the  numbers  who  affect  to  be  dead  to  the  world,  yet 
desert  the  highest  platform,  that  is,  have  no  principles  ?  Church  is  not  principle.  ^Vho 
would  give  up  conservative  principles  for  any  church  membership?  But  what  of  con- 
version? Is  there  no  deception?  What  internal  witness?  None  certain,  for  all 
professors  of  peculiar  faith  have  the  same.  What  external  witness  ?  None  more  than 
any  other  of  tlie  same  profession  of  peculiar  faith. 

But  all  have  one  pure  standard  alone,  that  decides  by  actions,  and  those  alone.  Pro- 
fessions will  not  do  without  them.  One  God  Creator  is  worth  all  the  universe  of 
messiahs. 

We  must  live  up  to  the  best  lights  before  us,  that  is  all  we  can  do. 

All  are  excluded  from  censure  in  this  work  except  those  who  knowingly  advocate 
the  corruptions  of  church  doctrines.  But  how  much  more  imposition  is  there  than 
delusion  ? 

Pious  men  must  assume  to  be  honorable  men,  yet  how  often  are  they  not  only  disposed 
to  acts  unworthy  of  mind,  but  actually  compromise  their  church  relations ! 

"  We  learn  from  Vienna  that  the  church  question  will  be  one  of  life  and  death,  so 
exasperated  are  the  minds  of  men  upon  the  subject."  Members  of  churches  have  to  be 
reconciled  after  the  severest  quarrels.  What  worse  specimen  of  humanity  can  be  given? 
Take  awav  all  this  ignoble  base,  and  the  world  will  be  exempt  from  its  results. 

All  kinds  of  characters  are  certainly  in  the  various  churches.  What  proves  them 
right  ?  Of  course  church  members  will  say,  church  membership !  But  no !  that  is  a 
cloak,  a  mantle  for  the  baseness  of  the  bad. 

It  is  bad  association.  Then,  of  course,  principles  are  the  only  proof,  and  these  are 
only  found  in  rational  faith. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  common  mind,  illiterate  members  in  churches  ?  Are 
not  too  many  corrupt  of  all  classes? 
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To  whom  would  you  apply  for  correct  deportment  1  Any  sooner  to  churchmen  ?  Not 
at  all.  Would  you  go  ta  churches  to  look  for  an  honest  and  truthful  man  by  excellence  ? 
Very  clear  of  it ;  for  there  we  have  often  been  bit  the  deepest  by  assumed  characters. 
We  can  only  take  those  positions  where  character  and  personal  worth,  not  professions 
without  substantial  possession  is  held  up.  Whom  would  you  select  in  preference,  the  man 
for  guardian  and  administrator,  without  security  ?  We  ask  for  the  test  questions  of 
life.  Then  peculiar  faith  only  offers,  at  the  best,  only  low  proiessions  and  empty  (.OS- 
sessions,  the  credit  claimed  that  exclusively  belongs  to  another  department.  Some 
churchmen  affect  to  look  upon  deists  avowing  their  doctrines  as  lost.  Wliere  are 
churchmen  found  ?  Under  protection  of  principles.  W^hat  are  we  to  think  of  ministers 
seeking  seduction  wholesale  of  the  world's  souls  on  a  faithless  faith ?  Have  proper 
trials  been  had,  any  expulsion  of  the  defaulting  preachers  for  many  flagrant  ofl'ences 
upon  the  weld's  society  1  ^ow  few  have  been  known.  How  many  various  cases  of 
odious  character  stain  the  ignoble  churches. 

How  many  seductions,  adulteries,  and  fornications  by  the  heads  of  the  church,  with 
notorious  impunity  ? 

Wliat  a  shameful  thing  it  is  that  men  of  talents,  who  ought  to  know  much  better  tliese 
days,  should  play  the  vile  hypocrite,  to  state  and  church-power  in  some  form  or  other, 
til  over  the  world. 

What  but  the  worst  public  morals,  corrupt  bidding  at  the  auction  of  popularity,  can 
be  expected  ? 

What  higher  conservative  revolution  can  be  desired  than  in  all  this  ?  Do  you  wish  to 
pat  down  the  Mormons,  who,  with  their  socialism,  may  help  put  down  the  Christians  ? 
Put  down  all  the  chimeras  of  superstition,  put  up  religion,  that  will  put  down  all  such 
by  its  innate  virtues. 

Give  us  no  churches,  but  cultivate  rational  religion. 

Good  as  you  affect  church  organizations,  is  not  deference  oftenest  paid  them  to  the 
infiuence  of  power  of  peculiar  faith,  than  to  truth  ?  W^hile  absolutism  lasts,  be  it 
what  it  may  as  names  are  nothing  at  all,  the  mind  perverted  defers  to  it  in  some  way. 

How  noisy  church  members  are,  affecting  to  be  so  good,  when  it  is  an  utter  impos- 
sibility from  the  nature  of  the  whole  position.  Some  of  the  worst  deceptions  have  been 
practised  on  the  community,  by  members  of  churches.  How  many  in  churches  are 
incompetent,  to  do  justice  to  common  principles  ?  How  antagonistic  and  clashing  are 
they,  between  pedestrianism  and  free  agency  ? 

But  the  church  and  all  such  only  have  peculiar  faith,  with  the  elements  of  their  own 
destruction. 

Sectarians  or  peculiar  faith  church-men  never  seem  to  dream,  that  their  church  or 
their  faith  ia  amenable  to  the  elements  of  condemnation  that  they  pass  on  all  others. 
We  DOW  know  that  members  are  abundantly  in  the  church  as  bad  as  the  worst  in  the 
world  or  large  church.  They  have  two  crimes,  hypocrisy  and  blasphemy,  in  addition 
U»  their  others.     What  can  render  a  mind  worse  ? 

The  various  grades  of  martyrdom  are  analogous  to  those  of  enthusiasts  and  fana^ 
tics — as  juggernauts. 

Is  it  not  within  the  experience  of  nearly  all  professing  christians,  to  have  doubts 
about  possessing  conversion  ?  By  rational  religion  we  know  that  we  have  to  depend 
on  facts  not  doubts,  on  God,  not  his  inefficient  substitutes.  Even  the  same  churches, 
can  not  maintain  unity.  Now,  the  brotherhood  of  pure  principles  could  not  absolve 
themselves  if  they  would,  from  paramount  obligations  to  duty.  They  could  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  dissolution.  How  can  they  ?  Who  wishes  a  mere  church-right,  when 
all  have  a  universal  one  ?  Who  asks  for  the  counterfeit  messiah,  when  he  is  compelled 
by  honest  truth  to  ai'knowledge  the  full  rights  of  the  Creator?  Some  church-members 
seek  license  for  licentiousness,  estranged  from  God  by  peculiar  faith. 

It  is  the  most  difficult  thing  to  acknowledge  our  errors. 

The  worst  deception,  is  by  church  people.  You  may  have  enthusiasm,  and  may 
arouse  sympathy  for  your  imaginary  cause,  but  you  should  avoid  all  your  difficulties  by 
uniting  to  the  principles  of  God's  unity. 

Why  are  Protestants  less  bigots  than  Romanists  ?  Because  the  light  of  mind  is 
better  diffused  among  the  masses.  But  if  they  are  bigots,  that  relative  stain  of  soul 
sticks  to  them. 

Why  is  there  so  much  hatred  of  protestant,  by  Irish  Romanists  ?  There  is  an  im- 
placable hatred,  that  has  emanated  from  various  peculiar  causes.  The  very  church 
and  peculiar  faith  organization,  produces  the  elements  of  hatred,  not  love. 

Why  did  the  protcstants  succeed  in  Germany  1  Because  the  light  of  mind  had  pre- 
ceded. They  only  commenced  the  light  of  reformation.  The  light  is  in  rational  reli- 
gion, monotheism. 
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Do  all  the  Romanist  priests  permit  the  reading  of  the  ecriptares,  the  bibles  ?  They 
do  not.  What  does  this  prove,  but  the  fact  of  their  falsehood  ?  That  the  prie&tociacv 
are  afraid  to  trust  the  people  therewith. 

It  is  asserted  on  the  authority  of  a  protestant  paper,  that  in  Portugal  and  Madeira 
'*  more  than  a  thousand  converts  have  fled  before  a  merciless  persecution  for  the  bible^s 
sake  from  Madeira,  and  five  hundred  of  them  are  now  in  this  country !"  What  a  theme 
of  reflection  for  religionists.  France,  a  republic,  has  destroyed  the  Roman  republic, 
for  peculiar  faith !  Whereas  in  France  Romanism  and  Protestantism  prevail,  there  is 
the  battlefield  for  strife,  contention  and  absolutism.  How  many  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  protestants  have  been  destroyed  about  the  edict  of  Nantz  ?  Millions  have 
been  destroyed  in  France,  Ireland,  and  in  Poland,  about  the  christian  peculiar  faith. 
What  prevents  in  this  free  country,  but  the  potency  of  mind  1 

Animal  feelings  and  excitement  prevail  io  most  of  all  c<yivertB,  in  forty-ftine  fiftieths, 
said  the  elder  of  a  church  before  us.     He  ought  to  know. 

Why  revival  shouts  ;  do  all  christians  do  that,  as  the  episcopalians,  romanistsi  All 
have  peculiar  ways.  This  elder  said  that  only  one  in  fifty  had  a  true  religious  infiuence 
in  revivals.  All  else  were  deceived  or  hypocrites.  His  friends  and  relations  had  with- 
drawn from  church.  Now,  as  he  thought  best  of  his  own  church,  of  course  all  other 
churches  were  no  better.  A  dishonest  man  will  net  in  all  the  character  that  will  best 
carry  out  his  low  schemes. 

Church  missionaries  are  ever  too  few,  they  are  not  enlightened  enough.  This  is  one 
of  the  efforts  of  mind,  but  a  corrupt  one  at  that.  Why  not  adopt  the  thing  itself,  mind, 
that  relies  on  science  ? 

All  seek  to  render  their  own  sect  good  and  great ;  that  is  a  false  position.  Let  them 
erase  and  expunge  all  this,  and  let  them  rear  on  the  universal  standard  of  creation. 
There  are  two  grand  divisions  in  all  churches,  the  good  and  the  bad,  as  in  the  world, 
and  both  as  mind  directs,  by  exaltation  or  perversion. 

Now-a-days,  much  of  church  business  is  the  adoption  of  the  popular,  not  the  invention 
of  a  new  faith. 

We  have  proof  of  an  experimental  professor  of  peculiar  faith  changing  from  one 
church  to  another,  and  from  one  sect  to  another — ^first  Christian,  then  Mormon — ^had 
tried  two  prophets  or  Messiahs,  and  then  declared  that  all  such  was  a  humbug ! 

The  world  now  presents  a  real  difficulty,  as  so  many  designing  fellows  have  brooght 
forward  their  schemes,  to  inveigle  their  race ;  it  does  not  know  what  to  do.  It  is  in  the 
quagmire  of  doubt. 

The  most  are  unable  to  analyze,  yet  the  weaker  part  is  inclined  to  superstition,  and 
most  are  alarmed  for  life  about  the  state  of  their  souls,  that  would  have  done  better,  or 
well,  if  they  had  been  let  alone  by  these  alarmists  and  agitators.  The  church  has  been 
an  usurper  all  the  time,  as  representative  of  superstition,  superseding  mind's  rights,  and 
counterfeiting  religion. 

Some  you  can  hardly  tell  are  in  the  church ;  some  escape  the  penitentiary  all  their 
lives,  as  they  are  not  arraigned  for  violation  of  social  law  and  order.  They  are  not 
tried  fairly  before  the  world,  and  possess  an  equivocal  reputation.  Some  of  these  are 
the  luminaries  of  the  church  :  dark,  indeed,  must  be  that  church. 

The  whole  doctrine  of  election  is  only  gotten  over  by  rational  view  of  rational  reli- 
gion. What  are  we  not  indebted  for  to  this,  that  takes  us  out  of  such  ungodly  qnag- 
mires?  Matthew,  ch.  x.  verse  6th.  These  twelve  Jesus  sent  forth,  and  commanded 
them,  saying.  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  gentiles,  and  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans 
enter  ye  not.  6.  But  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.  8.  Heal  the 
sick,  cleanse  the  lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils.  Could  the  master  cast  out 
devils  ?  Did  he  not  leave  sectarianism,  a  greater  devil  1  14.  And  whosoever  shall 
not  receive  you,  &c.  15.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  it  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  the  land 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  that  city.  It  was  priestoc- 
racy  all  the  time  ;  and  the  whole  world  was  to  be  cursed  if  it  did  not  receive  them,  and* 
was  most  awfully  cursed  for  having  done  so.  35.  For  I  am  come  to  set  a  man  at  va- 
riance against  his  father,  and  the  daughter  against  her  mother,  and  the  daughter-in-law 
against  her  mother-in-law.  Then  these  sectarians,  for  it  was  the  priestocracy  that 
were  speaking,  were  committing  their  worst  suicide,  for  here  is  the  most  awful  clashing 
with  principles,  that  excludes  them  from  God.  34.  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  semj 
peace  on  earth ;  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword.  36.  And  a  man's  foes  shall 
DC  of  his  own  household.  Not  only  sectarianism,  but  the  lowest  and  bloodiest,  as  wars 
for  Christianity,  by  the  sword,  testify.  The  very  worst  violation  of  God's  principlcfi 
that  negative  religion.  These  were  the  truest  words  that  the  fanatic  dramatists  of  this 
tragedy  ever  wrote,  to  portray  their  own  bloody  deeds.  41.  He  that  receiveth  a  pro- 
phet, m  the  name  of  a  prophet,  shall  receive  a  prophet's  reward.     That  is,  n*a»« 
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prtestocracy  master  of  the  world,  and  ye  shall  be  its  minions ;  give  it  the  larger,  and  ye 
^all  hare  the  less  loaves  and  fishes. 

Christianity  is  indebted  to  the  sword,  and  was  placed  under  its  patronage,  for  its  final 
propagation  and  power,  a  union  of  church  to  the  state,  of  Constantine.  That  is  ter- 
tain  :  that  sword  has  never  yet  been  sheathed.  The  blood  of  millions  has  flown,  by 
this  tyrannical  sectarianism.  What  substantial  foundation  has  church-membership  ? 
The  members  of  churches  are  repeatedly  falling  from  grsuse,  and  have  no  principles. 

How  can  nan,  sustained  only  by  man  in  church,  be  any  better  than  man  out  of 
church,  sustained  by  God  ?  All  are  God-sustained,  after  all  church  sophistries  and  an- 
Ugonisms.  But  the  efficacy  of  prayers.  Let  a  man''s  life,  actions,  proclaim  all  the 
performance  of  practicable  duty.  There  are  millions  of  honest  church  people  from  the 
principles  of  mind,  who  only  need  the  proper  teaching  of  truth,  to  go  the  very  best 
practicable  for  mind.  They  are  deceived  into*  the  belief  or  faith,  that  church  union 
imparts  all  essential  to  their  soul's  salvation.  But  what  self-delusion.  All  they  are 
through  the  grace  of  God,  who  alone  gives  it,  is  by  mind  and  its  faculties.  Hcfw  many 
persons  join  the  church  not  possessing  any  practical  experimental  faith,  but  desirous  of 
it !  How  preposterous !  Authors  and  writers  have  flattered  the  prejudices  of  the  pecu- 
liar faith,  church  and  state-faith.  But  peculiar  unions  are  not  for  nothing,  they  not 
onJy  procure  bread  and  salary  to  the  chosen  for  themselves,  but  they  dispense  favors 
for  ail  adherents,  &c.,  making  a  system  of  machinery.  From  emperors  of  China, 
Russia,  Rome  and  Thibet,  high  priests  assuming  thereby  most  divine  rights  to  all  the 
gradations  of  priestocracy,  one  indissoluble  peculiar  sworn  band  of  tories  to  religion  exists. 

How  do  you  know  that  you  are  one  of  the  peculiar  faithful  ?  Our  feelings  teach  the 
members.  Feeling  proves  any  faith  that  is  peculiar,  one  kind  as  another,  dl  self-delu- 
sion. The  christian  faith  has  been  introduced  into  the  eastern  part  of  Asia,  as  China, 
twice  at  least,  heretofore,  by  the  Nestorians,  who  also  carried  it  into  Tartary,  and  by 
the  Romanists,  and  originated  as  claimed  in  Western  Asia,  and  yet  all  has  been  extir- 
pated by  the  more  successful  court-faiths.  What  better  evidence  do  we  want  than  the 
world's  history,  to  prove  that  all  peculiar  faith  is  evanescent  as  its  base  is  false,  and  that 
none  but  rational  religion  can  sustain  itself,  as  it  always  has  done  correlatively  to  mind. 
Where  once  the  Christian  faith  is  claimed  to  have  started  in  Palestine,  the  Mahomedan 
faith  triumphs,  and  hardly  tolerates  Jew  or  Christian.  What  a  commentary  on  peculiar 
faith !  It  is  time  that  the  world-patriots  and  mind-statesmen  had  acted  aright.  Let 
mind  be  duly  and  honorably  represented.  Are  partisan  questions  to  settle  justice  ? 
They  are  often  started  to  defeat  it. 

Well,  if  we  omit  church-discipline,  faith  and  the  peculiar  redeemer,  what  shall  we 
do  ?  will  we  not  drop  into  non-existence  ?  Can  the  world  stand  ?  Will  it  last  a  day 
longer  ?  Will  not  Satan  reign  ?  Calm  yourself,  bigot,  fanatic.  Adopt  as  honest  and 
tiuthiul  people,  mind-discipline,  brotherhood,  membership  on  principles,  and  the  Creator, 
and  lecture  on  science  every  seventh  day,  set  apart  by  wise  legislation  for  physical 
restt  but  mental  culture.  Peculiar  faith  will  produce  endless  difficulties  ;  we  might  as 
veil  call  things  by  their  right  names ;  peculiar  faith  is  superstition,  and  churches  cannot 
prevent  the  least  of  that.  Churches  are  torn  all  to  pieces  by  divisions.  Sectarianism 
will  beget  sectarianism.  Members  become  mutually  hostile,  and  amenable  to  a  mise- 
rable jury  of  peers,  for  a  too  artificial  state  of  things.  Expectations  are  raised  that 
cinnot  be  realized.  Look  how  the  animal  passions  are  excited  in  large  camp  meetings. 
Mach  is  theatrical.  How  can  we  break  with  the  church  people  ?  We  cannot  see  peo- 
ple unless  we  go  to  church.  I  admit  that  man  is  a  social  being,  he  should  have  amuse- 
ments and  enjoyments,  though  we  may  at  first  thus  cut  ourselves  oflf  from  society  as  at 
present  organized.  But  is  5iere  no  pleasure  in  conservative  revolution,  and  the  com- 
pany of  a  few  kindred  spirits  ?  Is  error  always  to  be  popular  ?  Is  rational  religion  to 
t)e  kept  back  ?  What  errors  are  promulgated  on  the  absurd  dictation  of  peculiar  faith  ? 
The  christian  is  told  to  live  a  life  of  penance,  and  disregard  the  main  points  of  this 
fife.  Cities  as  the  country,  furnish  intelligent,  but  some  depraved  citizens,  men  of  mind 
per\-erted.  How  is  this  1  Men  look  at  the  outward  standing  as  if  above  reproach. 
People  join  the  church  and  act  in  defiance.  What  is  to  remedy  all  this  ?  any  possession 
of  faith  ?  Not  at  all ;  but  action  of  principle  that  looks  to  a  full  comprehension  of 
rational  religion,  morals  and  civilization.  Has  the  Christian  faith  any  of  these  1  Ah! 
Wt  its  missions  have  done  good  in  the  Pacific.  Mind  has  done  it.  and  thus  faith  claims, 
usurps  all  the  credit.     Mind  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  permitting  this. 

A  man's  character  was  above  suspicion,  reproach  ;  but  then  action  before  character 
alone  proves  this. 

How  did  man  get  character  but  by  action  ?  His  standing,  like  faith,  is  worth  nothing, 
if  unsupported  by  proper  action.  The  gentleman  is  only  written  by  life-action.  What 
bs  church  to  do  with  all  this  1 
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We  cannot  well  renounce  at  present  meetingrs,  as  they  present  social  life.  "What  can 
we  do  ?  Society  must  be  revolutionized.  Missionaries  to  continents  are  boasted  of, 
when  the  dark  and  dismal  points  of  all  countries  are  fit  positions  for  mind  to  act. 
Avmong  the  corrupt  of  the  land  are  preachers  and  priests,  leaders  of  their  circle,  who 
commit  adultery,  seduction.  The  best  can  only  claim  to  be  new,  and  actuated  by  the 
best  principles.  No  code  of  tradition  presents  them.  Will  church  discipline,  rules,  or 
management  regulate  the  affairs  of  the  world-morals?  Not  at  all.  We  see  that  there 
is  a  miserable  defect.  What  is  to  be  done  with  those  members  that  use  enticing  means 
for  injury  1  Expulsion.  What  retribution  does  that  produce,  seeing  that  it  leaves  the 
injury  unredressed  ?    The  chur6h  aristocracy  is  hard  to  oppose. 

What  an  influence  it  yields!  The  church  party  may  be  the  governing  party  in  too 
many  social  circles  in  the  whole  society.  It  oflen  governs  talent,  subsidizes  aid  and 
support.  It  has  a  factitious  and  fictitious  importance.  If  the  government  particularly 
combines  with  it,  many  of  its  offices  that  are  lucrative  are  under  its  dispensation,  and 
all  the  dignity  of  society  is  turned  that  way. 

Through  this,  the  world  is  playing  at  games  at  which  it  cannot  hope  to  win.  What 
is  momentary  gratification  ?  Instes^  of  subscriptions  to  for(*ign  missions,  let  us  have 
all  this  satisfactory  before  we  do  anything  for  them.  We  should  be  well  assured  that 
we  are  teaching  the  correct  doctrine*  If  we  do  not  teach  correctly,  we  ought  to 
stop. 

What  do  we  need  more  when  we  have  as  now  the  christian  fUith  that  progresses  in 
the  world  ?  It  did  not  progress  of  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  as  it  is  indebted  to  the  union 
of  church  and  state  under  the  banner  of  Constantine,  in  an  empire  that  embraced 
supreme  sway  over  the  then  best-known  parts  of  jLhe  western  world.  We  impute  no 
bad  motives,  as  we  wish  to  have  every  thing  exactly  right  in  seeking  the  best  system 
of  faith  /or  the  true  way  to  life  eternal.  But  what  a  curse  is  there  in  the  province 
of  Judaism,  when  the  disciples  refer  their  greatest  persecution  actually  to  the  scions  of 
sectaria'.ism  growing  out  of  it !  Animal  bravery  is  hardly  ever  lacking,  but  where  is 
moral  h.avery? 

Who'll  people  sing  out,  "Come  and  get  religion,"  you  may  be  sure  they  are  after 
humbiyging  you,  for  they  cannot  give  you  what  God  has  alresuly  endowed  you  with. 

Yoj  have  to  cultivate  the  immortal  gift. 

Bji  that  change  of  heart?  What  has  the  heart,  the  blood  vessel,  to  do  with  acts  of 
mind  ?  This  is  another  of  the  gross  errors  of  the  ancients.  But  the  eflScacy  of  prayer 
is  thought  to  be  great.  All  is  effectual  through  thought,  word,  and  deed  of  mind  intent 
on  good  results.  See  the  ease  of  General  Washington,  who  was  found  on  his  knees  by 
a  quaker,  as  reported.  As  to  Washington,  who  is  a  noble  example  of  exalted  patriot- 
ism, be  was  mside  by  mind-culture  and  by  rational  education.  He  was  unquestionably 
a  believer  in  the  Almighty,  and  ruled  his  own  mind  in  equilibrium.  But  as  to  the 
success  of  America  over  England  during  the  revolution,  that  was  a  matter  of  principles 
that  vindicate  themselves,  if  properly  sustained  by  mind.  America  did  this,  aided  by 
many  circumstances  advantageous  to  her.  What  can  prove  the  position  of  the  right 
view  of  church  faith  ?  The  triumph  of  the  dying  saint,  the  blissful  feelings  of  the 
living  christian.  All  professors  of  peculiar  faith  are  on  an  equalily.  The  Juggernaut 
votaries  even  victimize  themselves,  exulting  in  future  blissful  hopes.  Of  course  these 
are  true  martyrs  as  anv,  and  have  the  best  passports,  sealing  their  own  faith  with  their 
own  blood  for  saintshfp.  Why  had  I  not  joined  the  church  ?  I  thank  God  that  I  was 
not  influenced  by  any  sinister  motives,  and  therefore  am  not  hypocrite  enough  to  join. 
I  have  not  calculated  the  chances  to  float  on  the  tide  of  popularity  or  power.  I  ^^^ 
not  to  calculate  the  advantages  of  church-membership.  Principle  and  duty  are  para- 
mount in  truth,  and  all  kinds  of  pure  actions.  There  is  but  one  pure  faith,  one  religion ; 
whilst  there  can  be  no  admission  to  peculiar  faith  in  any  one  matter. 

It  would  be  a  monstrosity  in  creation,  if  tliere  was.  An  analytic  mind  in  or  out  of 
chiirch  must  know,  that  peculiar  faith  will  not  do.  Who  can  sacrifice  his  soul  to  any 
species  of  peculiar  power,  without  remorse  ?  There  are  some  in  the  church  that  naay 
practice  all  manner  of  deception  and  fraud,  blasphemy  and  felony,  and  yet  have  no  fair 
investigation  of  their  conduct,  much  less  turned  out.  How  can  individual  exceptions 
be  made  for  blasphemy,  when  the  whole  church-world  is  founded  on  it.  How  many 
members  will  falsify  their  word  most  basely.  The  Protestants  say  the  Romans  are  not 
Christians.  From  whom  but  them,  did  the  fonner  get  their  bible  ?  The  fanatics  at 
Athens,  caused  Socrates  the  philosopher,  to  die,  for  his  opinions  on  Deity  :  was  it  the 
influence  of  the  sophists  that  helped  the  Christians  expel  the  philosophers  from  Rome . 
It  'was  the  first  at  Athens,  that  caused  Socrates  to  drink  hemlock  ;  it  could  be  no  ies» 
than  they,  the  antagonists  in  all  countries,  that  drove  out  the  philosophers  at  liptDC 
when  Christians  got  the  ascendancy,  and  it  is  they,  in  every  age,  that  dispute  the  princi- 
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pie  of  reason  and  philosophy.  Who  are  now  the  sophists  of  the  world  ?  Do  they  not 
pat  truth  in  abeyance  to  faith  ? 

There  could  be  no  better  proof  in  the  whole  world. 

How  are  they  the  friends  of  science  ?    It  is  impossible. 

It  is  policy  that  causes  church-membership :  let  a  man  in  affluent  circumstances  be 
reduced  to  poverty,  and  how  readily  he  joins  the  church.  While  many  have  the  sin- 
cerest  objects  in  view,  subsistence,  promotion,  ambition,  avarice,  are  the  objects  of  the 
hypocritical. 

The  world  is  forced  by  social  relations  to  act  in  the  popular  faith,  no  matter  how 
peculiar,  if  that  part  of  the  world  do  not  act  independently  as  mind  ought. 

Many  members  of  the  church  will  speak  untruths  too  quickly,  if  it  be  their  interest 
to  do  so.  The  whole  foundation  is  in  falsehood,  fraud,  and  imposition,  beyond  cavil  or 
doabt    Do  not  expose  human  nature,  unnecessarily  to  it. 

Enlightened  patriotism  ought  help  explode  it. 

But  we  have  seen  men  of  mature  age,  not  depending  on  the  world  for  their  bread, 
afraid  as  they  acknowledged,  to  read  books  calculated  to  enliebten.  Would  they  not 
fbrbear,  in  being  convinced  ?  Afraid  of  truth  and  reason  I  What  is  life  profession,  at 
best?  Sons  of  the  same  family  go,  as  policy  and  choice  direct.  One  chooses  a  pro- 
fession in  the  army,  the  others,  in  law,  medicine,  theology  I  All  are  mere  livings.  As 
long  as  millions  are  given  to  peculiar  faith  men,  so  long  will  such  faith  survive.  It  is 
(he  sugar  that  supports  the  flies,  not  the  iiies  the  sugar.  As  long  as  humbugs  are  paid 
for  out  of  the  pockets  of  a  verdant  people,  humbugs  will  flourish.  As  old  as  the  world 
is,  is  it  yet  too  young  not  to  know  all  this  ?  The  most  intelligent  of  the  priestocracy 
know  better ;  they  are  obliged  to  know  that  all  such  is  false  pretence,  but  yet  their 
senses  are  bribed  and  seduced  to  seduce  the  world  for  despotism. 

The  language  of  Almighty  God  is  in  his  universe,  unmistakable  to  mankind,  univer- 
sally understood  without  mysteries,  that  are  men^s  machinery.  The  clannishness  of 
church  membership  is  like  peculiar  socialism. 

But  all  my  positions  may  be  good  for  life,  but  may  not  be  for  death !  That  is  impos- 
sible, for  both  are  consistently  supported  by  rational  religion.  Pious  frauds  and  lies 
about  the  death-bed  of  those  believing  only  in  one  God,  can  only  bo  work  of  the  belials 
of  peculiar  faith.  Why  will  the  world  persist,  not  only  in  its  folly  but  its  crimes? 
The  world  has  to  come  to  the  right  point,  and  why  not  at  once  and  forever  ?  Is  it 
because  the  vile  soplusts  of  the  world  have  conspired  in  collusion  against  iti  How 
comes  it  that  no  peculiar  faith  has  not  flourished  better  ?  That  under  bibles  has  been 
upheld  by  sword,  state,  intrigue,  and  money,  all  the  despotisms  of  perverted  mind.  Any 
cause  tliat  permits  such,  is  unsound.  Bequests  under  such  influence  have  been  abun- 
dantly made,  large  amounts  of  money,  and  what  but  bribes  for  more  proselytes  who 
overlook  their  rights  of  mind.  It  is  hard  to  dissolve  such  associations,  however  made 
in  corruption.  You  have  drunkards  in  the  church,  that  is  a  respecter  of  persons,  not 
principles.  If  they  are  turned  out  they  are  only  drunkards,  and  are  less  sinful  as  not 
hypocrites.  Those  of  the  church  who  act  knowingly,  are  base  men.  lieason  is  the 
means  of  arriving  at  truth,  beyond  which  we  cannot  go. 

Many  join  the  church  because  of  fashion,  interest,  policy.  Will  any  trust  another 
merely  from  the  fact  of  his  church  membership,  and  thus  obtained  ?  Not  at  all.  The 
history  and  custom  of  the  world,  prove  the  conUiiry. 

Does  church  membership  enable  the  dying  man  to  make  his  peace  with  God  ?  How 
can  any  of  peculiar  faith  that  removes  mind  farther  from  God  1  Church  members  are 
multiplied,  and  sectarianism  is  engendered,  but  where  is  religion  1  All  depends  on 
faith,  which  depends  on  tnith,  which  cannot  be  known  without  reason  or  reasonable 
testimony,  correct  investigation  and  conclusion  thereon.  The  church-people  are  dis- 
posed to  horrify  the  human  mind  against  the  position  of  monotheism.  Why  do  they  go 
to  mind,  if  they  refuse  reason  to  faith  ?     They  act  as  monarchists  against  republicans. 

Church-membership  confers  power  proportionately  to  the  church  hierarchy.  A  per- 
son on  the  excitement  of  the  moment  gets  into  the  altar,  and  as  pretended,  gets  religion  I 
Well,  that  he  has  had  before,  but  he  has  never,  cultivated  it  properly  :  now  he  horribly 
mistakes,  on  the  affirmation  of  ignorant  pretenders,  that  it  is  not  God,  but  his  vice- 
gerents, of  whom  they  are  part  and  parcel,  that  are  to  bring  his  soul  into  the  fold  of 
safety.  Is  this  mind,  that  of  progress,  the  effulgent  beam  of  a  bright  free  institution 
of  the  nineteenth  century  ?  It  would  do  once  for  the  wilds  of  Siberia,  the  serfs  of 
Russia,  the  dupes  of  the  priestocracy,  but  not  for  intelligent  freemen. 

Rational  minds  can  never  exchange  their  certainty  for  such  pretensions.  Inspiration 
through  science,  knowledge  and  wiwlom,  love,  gratitude,  light  of  mind,  all  are  agents 
of  the  author  of  mind. 

Responsibility  of  mind  accompanies  unmistakably  moral  agency.     The   path  of 
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innocence  is  the  only  path  of  safety.  Mind  is  bonnd  to  do  good  not  only  the  best  for  the 
present,  but  the  future  generations,  only  by  principles  that  reflect  on  the  priestocnicy 
and  honor  the  Creator.  If  there  be  any  society  that  refers  in  foundation  to  God,  par- 
ticipates in  universal  principles,  seeks  to  diffuse  uniyersal  good,  then  that  constitutes 
the  only  one  that  will  last  for  eternity,  and  that  is  the  one  that  all  shonld  unite  on  for 
one  universal  brotlierhood. 

It  will  not  do  to  pretend  that  the  heart  is  independent  of  the  mind  in  religion,  any 
more  than  the  feelings  are  independent  of  sense  and  faith  independent  of  reason.  The 
bad  men  in  the  church  are  worse  than  the  bad  out  of  the  church  :  for  this  reason,  they 
add  the  crime  of  hypocrisy,  the  most  wicked  and  blasphemous,  and  sophistry  of  faith 
the  weakest.  Now,  all  are  obliged  to  have  rational  religion,  a  part  of  one^s  existence. 
If  actions  do  not  prove  that,  use  mind-culture.  Rear  your  church-domes  as  gorgeous 
as  wealth  can  make  them,  still  your  case  is  not  improved.  Not  only  have  the  ecclesias- 
tical bodies  split  into  sects,  but  those  sects  have  become  sectionzil  local  segments  and 
fragments  of  an  ill-assorted  brotherhood,  none  being  able  to  maintain  their  unity,  as 
they  have  not  the  appropriate  elements  of  unity  at  all. 

Let  them  all  go  as  they  will  go,  to  nothing  in  time.  The  great  first  cause  has  unity 
of  being,  and  design  in  all  his  creation,  and  his  representative,  monotheism,  has  all  for  a 
universal  brotherhood. 

We  have  had  botches  down  to  the  present  time  clothed  in  the  sanctity  of  faith,  whose 
province  could  not  bear  scanning.  Whenever  you  hear  at  a  distance  tliere  is  something 
wrong,  there  is  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  the  church. 

You  speak  of  missions  and  missionary  societies,  for  what  ?  -  That  you  may  be  ac- 
cursed by  posterity  1  How  can  lying  church-members  act  straight,  who  have  no  prin- 
ciples to  go  by  ?    Judges  have  perjured  themselve  for  this,  as  quoted  by  Jefferson. 

We  are  not  in  antagonism  to  the  good  and  virtuous  of  the  world ;  just  the  reverse. 
But  how  can  we  get  along  without  the  faith  of  the  heart  1  That  is  a  nullity,  as  the 
whole  is  faith  of  mind,  that  has  action  on  belief  or  faith  ;  all  else  is  nonsense.  But  men 
of  mind,  of  talents,  are  wicked.  Yes,  they  are  perverted  by  peculiar  education,  as 
emanating  from  peculiar  bibles.  But  many  that  believe  in  the  bible  are  excellent  per- 
sons. Grant  that  they  are  good,  they  were  so  constitutionally  and  phrenologically  bv 
rational  education,  the  chief  part.  But  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God. 
That  is  only  correct  when  all  is  truth  and  right ;  not  when  a  bible  and  its  faith  are  pre- 
ferred to  truth  and  its  best  analysis.  It  is  the  aiding  and  abiding  in  false  pretences  by 
the  world,  that  has  to  be  reprobated.  Why  are  not  both  sides  of  man^s  supposed  duty 
advanced  fairly  and  dispassionately,  instead  of  concealment,  libels,  buUyings,  and  inqui- 
sitions, social,  moral,  and  political.  When  churchmen  liave  not  aliens  to  contend  with 
they  worry  each  other. 

The  church  has  talents  and  worth  misdirected,  and  profession  misemployed.  Better 
are  church  members  than  the  world,  are  they  1  Who  now  presents  most  cases  of  crim. 
con.  accusation  ?  Whilst  now  writing,  there  are  two  awful  cases  of  crim.  con.  of  parties 
wholly  in  respectable  churches,  so  called. 

What  intrigues  there  are  in  the  world,  through  peculiar  faith.  Who  claims  to  be 
orthodox  ?  The  Christians,  by  excellence.  How  did  their  actions  quadrate  ?  When 
Jerusalem  was  taken  by  the  Christian  crusaders,  all  that  were  not  Christians  were  put 
to  the  sword.     They  massacred  seventy  thousand  Musselmen,  and  burnt  all  the  Jews. 

When  Saladin  took  it,  he  let  the  Christians  redeem  themselves  with  money.  He 
tolerated  even  the  oriental  Christians,  restoring  to  them  the  church  of  the  holy  sepulchre. 
Saladin  showed  that  much  of  religion.  Where  is  the  Christian's  1  Have  Mahommedans 
gotten  the  start  of  Christians  in  religion  ? 

The  Mahommedans  in  Palestine  and  Spain  gave  the  Christian  world  the  brilliant 
example  of  toleration.  Can  we  duly  estimate  the  ferocious  barbarism  of  peculiar  faith 
without  the  most  accurate  history  of  the  facts  ?  Only  think  that  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years  that  the  wars  of  the  crusades  agitated  the  most  important  parts  of  the  then  known 
world.  All  Christendom  was  excited  by  the  most  horrible  passions  of  revenge,  malice, 
all  the  basest  passions  of  ambition. 

Individuals,  nations,  the  world,  should  so  act  that  no  just  exceptions  can  be  taken  to 
their  deportment  by  the  world  of  any  age  and  profession.  There  are  universal  prin«- 
ples  intended  for  all  mankind,  that  can  sustain  themselves  fairly,  honorably,  and  justly 
before  the  whole  world,  at  all  times,  and  countries,  and  people.  Buck  says,  that "  when 
the  Moors  conquered  Spain,  in  the  eightli  centur>%  they  allowed  tho  Christians  the  ir^ 
exercise  of  their  religion  ;  but  in  the  fifteenth  century,  when  the  Moors  were  over- 
come, and  Ferdinand  subdued  the  Moriscoes,  the  descendants  of  the  above  Moors,  niany 
tliousands  were  forced  to  be  baptized,  or  burnt,  massacred,  or  banished,  and  the  children 
sold  for  slaves ;  besides  innumerable  Jews,  who  shared  the  same  cruelties,  chiefly  ^J 
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ifteans  of  the  infernal  courts  of  inquisition.  A  worse  slaughter,  if  possible,  was  made 
UDong  the  natives  of  Spanish  America,  where  fifteen  millions  are  said  to  have  been 
sacrificed  to  the  genius  of  popery  in  about  forty  years.  It  has  been  computed  that  fifty 
{nillioDS  of  Protestants  have  at  different  times  been  the  victims  of  the  persecutions  of 
the  papists,  and  put  to  death  for  their  religious  opinions."  Toleration  was  not  enjoyed 
in  England  "untill  William  III.  came  to  the  throne,  who  showed  himself  a  warm  friend 
to  the  rights  of  conscience." 

Toleration  properly  restrains  persecution.  "Twentv-two  thousand  persons  were  ban- 
ished from  England,  by  persecution,  to  America."  Such  record  declares  the  extreme 
barbarism  of  those  causing  the  banishment. 

AU  the  petty  societies  have  to  seek  their  dignity  in  universal  comprehension.  Mis- 
sionaries are  sent  to  the  heathen,  the  outside  barbarians.  What  correct  impression  was 
ever  made  on  the  savages  of  America,  as  they  are  called,  who  yet  rebuked  their  civilized 
teachers  in  their  creed  of  the  Great  Spirit  ?  What  good  have  the  missionaries  done  in 
the  depopulating  Sandwich  Islands  1  Call  things  by  their  right  names.  The  covetous 
desire  of  popularity  renders  many  anxious  bidders  unprincipled. 

Sectarian  combatants  !  where  are  your  actions  when  you  preach  of  prayer  1  When 
you  address  God,  do  it  by  principles  that  are  conservative  to  the  universe.  Before  you 
say  one  word,  reconsider  your  position.  You  speak  of  love  as  a  universal  influence  in 
Christianity,  how  can  you  Christianize  Mahommedans,  or  Judaize  both?  There  is 
but  one  adequate  solution  to  this  otherwise  impracticable  problem.  The  whole  world 
can  be  rendered  rationalists  in  one  day,  one  hour,  one  minute,  on  the  highest  authority, 
the  Creator  of  all.  If  the  scriptural  moral  law  be  love,  how  came  the  Christians  to 
war  on  the  Mahommetans  and  persecute  the  Jews  ?  Debate  on  faith,  is  it  ?  What 
good  does  that  do  ?  The  church  advocates  return,  persuaded  his  or  her  own  is  particu- 
larly right,  and  probably  influenced  against  the  others  for  denial  !  How  many  in  the 
church  are  deists  1  Are  there  not  very  many  that  are  proscribed  for  opinion's  sake  in 
this  most  important  matter  ?  During  church  existence,  we  see  its  contentious  lay  mem- 
bers against  the  dictatorial  clergy,  dissensions,  divisions,  wars  and  bloodshed. 

A  great  deal  is  said  about  the  martyrs  and  missionaries  of  the  church,  but  what  of 
them  1  They  have  been  all  mistaken  in  their  pursuit,  and  when  the  world's  history  is 
correctly  written  or  read,  mind  will  see  it.  Those  of  the  church  often  err  for  want  of 
principles.  How  then  is  this  1  Safety  is  not  of  the  church,  but  in  mind  that  uses 
principles.  Is  the  church,  then,  an  infallible  personification  to  save  mankind  ?  No.  All 
have  to  recur  to  mind,  any  way  that  it  can  be  fixed. 

We  mnst  give  credit  to  many  for  their  action  in  or  out  of  churches,  but  have  they 
CTer  sought  to  know  that  the  laws  of  nature  are  those  of  God  ?  If  the  world  trades 
on  no  one's  capital  but  its  own,  then  what  can  church  membership  fairly  avail  its  people? 
People  may  assume  much  for  the  church,  but  the  most  intellectual  analysis  decides 
against  its  morality,  rational  intellectuality  and  faith  divided,  that  I  cannot  begin  to  call 
religion.  This  course  may  be  unpopular  now,  but  that  is  nothing  at  all.  The  world 
enlightened  will  discard  all  unprincipled  objection,  as  most  ignominious.  If  a  church 
member  is  not  right  by  union,  he  positively  adds  hypocrisy  to  his  other  sins !  Interest 
and  policy  cause  union  to  church.  Can  that  create  a  healthy  state  of  morals,  from  the 
lugheat  prelate  in  the  realm  to  the  lowest  menial  of  such  dynasty  ?  Is  it  not  one  entire 
system  of  corruption  and  speculation  ?  One  sect  secretly  hates  another.  Can  this  be 
denied  ?  Interest  and  policy  force  to  union  of  church,  and  if  the  first  are  invalidated 
by  opposing  sectarian  interests,  where  are  conservative  principles  ?  Nowhere.  Has 
this  sect,  the  Christians,  all  the  order,  decency,  because  it  assumes  that  faith  ? 

Are  Christian  people  ahead  of  the  world  in  morals  and  practical  brotherhood  ?  A 
Christian  nation,  with  her  queen  defender  of  the  faith,  attacked  China,  that,  for  two 
thousand  years,  had  maintained  the  policy  of  peace.  What  were  the  motives  ?  Were 
they  the  honorable  ones  of  commerce,  or  for  their  violation  ?  If  both  had  had  proper 
principles,  there  could  have  been  no  war. 

What  does  the  church-member  learn  ?  Sectarianism  all  the  time.  The  church  ad- 
njita  to  its  bosom  members  guilty  of  crimes,  of  which  the  party  culpable  affects  to  have 
repented.  Admit  their  repentance,  but  no  implicit  confidence  or  reliance  can  be  put  in 
men  prone  to  badness.  A  rational  education  can  enlighten  on  a  peculiar  education,  but 
however  we  credit  the  repentance  of  past  errors,  the  only  confidence  we  can  give  for 
office  is  to  those  worthy  of  it  by  general  good  deportment.  They,  at  least,  are  most  re- 
moved from  suspicion.  The  people,  under  unions  of  church  and  state,  raise  funds  to 
bribe,  for  keeping  themselves  deceived  about  the  real  truths  of  religion !  Volumes 
could  be  written  on  this  point.  Despotisms  of  church  and  state  have  played  most 
shrewdly  into  each  other's  hands. 

What  an  amount  of  pious  frauds  have  been  perpetrated  through  the  world — ^and  such 

28 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


484  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

frauds  are  the  most  flagrant  crimes,  as  the  deification  of  men,  and  canonizing  mortals  ajB 
saints — the  most  heinous  sycophancy.  Had  not  all  peculiar  faiths  been  vulnerable, 
most  positively,  wc  never  should  have  heard  of  inquisition  murders. 

Was  not  Christian  church  association  at  first  a  socialism,  a  community  that  benefited 
the  poor,  trodden  down  by  oriental,  occidental,  and  world-wide  despotism,  social,  civil, 
and  individual  ?  Hence  the  accession  of  numbers,  that  were  artfully  used  by  intriguers. 
Where  did  not  ancient  tyranny  of  man  and  vice  prevail,  afler  all  the  boasts  of  civiliza- 
tion ?  .  Every  century  now  is  more  and  more  disclosing  its  partial  blessings,  through 
mind.  Why  does  not  Christianity  influence  the  Indians  of  America?  Here  is  a 
theatre  to  prepare  the  foreign  missionaries  in.  How  comes  it  that  they  are  not  chris- 
tianized ? 

The  demands  of  the  church,  in  past  age-s,  were  exorbitant,  in  getting  all  power  and 
money  practicable  out  of  the  people. 

What  has  Christianity  to  do  with  comprehensive  science,  when  she  is  in  antagonism 
to  it?  Her  peculiar  faith  has  excluded  religion,  as  far  as  in  her  lies,  with  perverted 
minds.  Christians  do  not  favor  true  science,  as  long  as  they  prostitute  niind  to  faith- 
mere  credulity.  The  fathers  at  Laodicea  adopted  the  gospels,  and  their  decree  is 
blindly  assumed  as  mandatory  to  future  generations,  to  the  end  of  time.  Can  there  be 
a  more  shameful  imposition,  a  more  revolting  despotism  on  the  world  ?  Shall  ecclesi- 
astical false  pretences,  then,  overrule  mind^s  conservation  ? 

To  what  effrontery  have  church  conventions  reached.  Their  assemblies  at  various 
times,  have  sought  to  denounce  the  proper  laws  of  the  land. 

Christianity  the  organizer  of  science,  was  she  ?  Was  Copernicus  a  Christian,  when 
he  forebore  for  thirty  years  to  publish  his  system  of  astronomy,  that  he  might  escape 
her  oppressions  ? 

Was  Galileo,  when  he  was  imprisoned  for  supporting  Copemicus's  system,  and  made 
to  abjure  it?  Was  that  the  light  of  the  bible,  that  kept  this  system,  before  declared  by 
Pythagoras,  who  got  it  at  the  East,  beyond  the  Jews,  in  abeyance  for  thirteen  centuries 
to  the  ignorant  bible  idea?  We  have  but  one  authenticated  proof  of  God,  the  God 
of  the  universe, 'and  that  by  his  magnificent  system  ;  and  is  this  to  be  kept  in  abeyance 
to  a  dwarf  black  letter  bible  of  tradition  ?  Is  this  the  boasted  science  of  mind,  that  ex- 
cludes all  proper  science  of  the  universe  ?  By  God's  system  we  can  only  get  intel- 
lectual and  moral  sincerity,  and  religious  sublimity.  How  much  of  valuable  life  of  the 
world  is  lost,  in  trifling  with  miserable  peculiar  faith,  that  is  of  no  value,  but  an  abiding 
injury  to  the  world.  The  peculiar  scriptures  nurture  fanaticism,  superstition,  miserable 
bad  feelings,  disrupture  of  brotherhood,  even  in  the  same  families,  nation,  country. 
But  what  odious  vassalage  of  mind,  that  the  world  must  believe  the  way  of  the  scrip- 
tures, if  not,  it  must  be  damned. 

But  how  ignorant  are  the  priestocracy  of  human  nature,  thus  lefl  to  an  impious  im- 
possibility. There  are  thoughtless  people,  who  conscientiously  cannot  believe  that 
way ;  and  as  all  others  are  recklessly  excluded,  most  ignominiously  so,  by  the  ecclesi- 
astical despotism  over  mind,  for  faith,  the  consequence  is  a  loss  of  morals  is  established, 
most  disastrous.  In  regard  to  the  Roman  church  proceeding,  it  has  basely  fabricated, 
interpolated,  and  forged  documents  in  its  possession.  What  has  it  not  done,  to  sustain 
this  ignominious  imposition  over  all  mankind  ?  What  can  be  a  worse  state  of  morals  ? 
Before  the  public,  the  presiding  preacher  of  a  district  stated  that  he  sincerely  believed 
that  forty-nine  fiftieths  of  converts  had  backslid.  Aflerwards,  it  was  said  by  an  opponent, 
yet  member  of  his  church,  that  three-fourths  of  the  ministers  of  that  creed  ought  to  be 
expelled  from  the  church. 

What  shall  be  said  of  raflling  at  fairs,  for  churches  ?  Is  there  no  vice  engendered  ? 
Is  this  not  gambling  ?  If  the  world  will  permit  it,  churches  will  be  political  machines- 
What  else  were  they  ?  Have  they  not  now  made  moves  that  tell  disastrously  ?  ^^  hat 
are  the  church- fanatics  now  not  doing,  in  opposition  to  constitutional  laws,  exciting  the 
country  by  deep  injurious  agitation  ?  They  have  split  from  union  of  churches,  and  is 
this  union  of  country  sanctified  with  the  glorious  recollections  of  the  past,  the  most 
animating  inspirations  of  the  present,  and  the  most  glorious  world-results  of  the  future, 
to  be  injured  by  them  ?  Many  in  church  quibble,  prevaricate  and  equivocate.  They 
are  not  perfect  by  the  church,  nor  less  good  out  of  it.  WTiat  should  hinder  all  tliose 
■expecting  to  reach  their  heaven,  from  being  most  honest,  so  much  so  that  a  lock  and 
key,  legislation  for  law  and  order  would  be  a  reproach  to  them  ?  The  peculiar  faith 
people  talk  of  atheists,  of  others,  only  difl^erent  a  few  shades.  They  talk  of  the  bloody 
days  in  France.  What  was  more  bloody  than  the  days  of  Salem,  and  other  witchcraft, 
while  it  lasted  ?  I  have  been  told  that  some  two  hundred  fell  victims,  of  all  ages  and 
conditions,  and  both  sexes.  The  accusers  of  innocent  persons  who  were  amenable  for 
ill-will,  and  hostility  or  unfriendly  feelings,  had  them  tried,  convicted  aad  executed  in  * 
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(fr  short  honrs.  It  was  equal  to  the  bloody  days  of  the  French  directory.  And  one 
onhe  best  impediments  was  the  vital  danger  of  the  felon  accusers,  some  of  whom  paid 
U^ff It  for  their  crimes,  by  their  lives.  The  result  began  to  work  on  them  too  strongly, 
as i  their  cormnon  danger  brought  them  to  their  senses  and  humanity.  But  there  have 
Wm  millions  massacred  for  this  bible-faith  in  the  world  ?  The  Christian  churches 
f  pposp  each  other,  much  less  the  other  different  peculiar  faiths,  though  their  motto  is 
" lore  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  How  came  the  Salem  witchcraft  butchery  to  stop? 
By  effects  of  the  bible?  That  gave  the  foundation,  and  was  the  very  code  of  laws  that 
'■rifiinated  the  murderous  fanaticism.  Did  that  bloody  transaction  stop  by  faith  ?  That 
was  what  started  and  excited  it,  next  to  the  bible. 

Was  it  not  triumphant  mind  ?  What  gave  rise  to  the  horrid  inquisitions  ?  Supersti- 
tion, bigotry,  bible-faiths,  are  the  fathers  of  inquisitions,  that  would  have  overrun  the 
world,  bat  for  mind  ! 

Those  who  have  been  members  of  churches,  will  acknowledge  that  all  such  was  a 
deluiiion.     The  crime  is  that  all  peculiar  faiths  are  as  great  delusions. 

(Church  union  begets  an  improper  alliance  alien  to  universal  principles.  In  Asiatic 
Turkey,  the  Turks  are  prompted  to  fanatical  excesses  against  the  Christians.  In 
Kuropean  Turkey,  the  Christians  and  Mahomedans  are  contending  for  political  supre- 
iiiicy,  and  the  last  have  massacred  the  first.  In  Switzerland,  the  Romans  unite  with 
tc*  radicals  and  socialists.  Have  they  not  excited  bloody  deeds  in  that  country,  within 
ttK  last  few  years  ?  In  England,  the  peculiar  faith  agitation  still  continues  unabated, 
about  the  English  and  Roman  churches.  Is  it  any  better  in  America,  when  Baptist 
^vni)d6  seek  to  dictate  about  constitutional  laws  ?  Let  the  world  and  rational  mind, 
d-^liver  themselves.  How  many  great  difficulties  are  there  not,  about  the  Roman 
nmrch  1  But  such  a  man  is  a  republican,  a  churchman.  He  is  only  a  man.  Act  with 
tite  world  on  principle.  You  can  depend  on  principle,  but  not  without.  All  plans  of 
churches,  secret  societies,  are  failures ;  none  but  principles  are  the  thing,  and  they  not 
without  rational  religion.  There  are  some  persons  of  the  world  that  cannot  be  cor* 
nipted  by  church  machinery,  but  some  are  deeply  in  for  all  that  they  can  get. 

Do  not  tell  me  about  the  excellency  of  the  church,  when  it  is  a  part  of  Sie  machinery 
{ '  govern  the  world. 

With  what  propriety,  reason,  or  justice,  can  we  go  to  churchmen  for  truth  or  honesty, 
when  their  whole  foundation  is  otherwise  ?  But  the  churches  do  not  make  the  converts 
r  .rht,  as  they  do  not  stick  generally.  But  God  has  made  religion  natural :  churches 
niike  it  artificial. 

The  best  illustration  of  priestocracy  is  the  union  of  church  and  state  in  the  same 
ii'*aH,  as  the  emperors  of  China,  Russia,  the  g^and  lama  of  Thibet,  &c. 

All  things  were  common  in  the  primitive  days  of  Christianity.  Who  was  ever  a 
eroat^r  bally  than  the  church,  as  shown  by  proscriptions  and  inquisitions  ?  It  had  no 
mercy,  when  it  has  no  principle. 

It  is  important  to  decide  right,  to  escape  the  clutches  of  church  tyranny,  oppression, 
ind  exaction. 

When  people  lie  to  us  every  day,  whether  in  or  out  of  church,  for  a  little  interest  or 
money,  what  will  they  not  do  when  impelled  to  swear  ?  Would  they  not  perjure  them- 
p  Ives?  What  a  class  are  some  of  the  lawyers  in  that  predicament!  Is  there  any 
f'ason  that  any  one  shdUld  prostitute  his  soul  to  falsehood  for  mere  petty,  trifling,  or 
Rreat  considerations?  Every  act,  thought,  and  word  of  mind  should  be  rational,  look 
to  reasiin,  else  they  may  look  to  the  reverse  or  ruin.  Society  must  be  respected  as  a 
hirmonious  whole,  and  must  therefore  take  precedence  of  church  and  secret  associa- 
tions. It  must  then  have  the  proper  basis  to  realize  it.  There  must  be  no  real  cause 
for  dUcontent,  but  there  is  now  necessarily,  as  the  world  needs  an  honorable  position. 
^Vhat  made  the  christian  and  other  faiths,  as  the  Mormon,  so  popular,  was  the  common 
^tork  arrangements,  from  which  the  rich  backed  out  among  the  first. 

The  constitutional  laws  of  principles  furnish  the  proper  protection  from  rational  reli- 
pioo,  that  gives  justice  instead  of  contingent  charity,  that  requires  a  proper  homestead 
^or  all  destitute  families,  that  requires  rational  education  for  adl  citizens,  and  puts  all  in 
an  honorable  harmony,  not  local  or  sectarian  antagonisms. 

What  are  church  organizations  worth  ?  To  propagate  bible  heresies  and  advance  the 
loterest  of  demagogues.     Church  national  disunions  are  tubs  to  the  whale. 

How  can  church-membership  give  religion,  what  God  has  already  given  to  every 
rational  mind  ?  Destitute  of  principles  that  direct  to  him  exclusively,  it  must  make 
tony  had  or  worse,  while  those  that  are  good  would  be  better  out  of  it.  But  as  to 
chnrch-mcrabership,  no  pledge  should  be  given  but  what  is  honorable,  and  that  must  be 
Iwnorably  sustained.  Can  any  honorable  pledge  be  given  or  sustained,  when  there  is 
00  honorable  foundation  ?    The  word  of  God  most  luminously,  conclusively  declares  for 
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the  supremacy  of  religion  the  only  conservative,  and  rules  out  peculiar  faith  as  inimical 
to  and  destructive  to  mind. 

Every  church-member,  by  his  or  her  position,  scowls  on  all  others, — else  why  a  diffe- 
rence ?  There  are  some  in  the  church  I  could  not  trust  with  anything  I  possess.  Wlio 
are  they  ?  They  are  myriads.  Why  1  They  have  not  the  rational  principles  of 
rational  education.  So  far  from  feeling  compunction  of  conscience,  thev  do  not  know 
what  conscience-religion  is.  I  could  not  trust  my  soul  with  one  of  the  whole  tribe.  No 
peculiar  faith,  polytheism,  or  atheism  ministry,  can  teach  principles  that  belong  to 
rational  religion  or  monotheism  correctly.     That  is  certain. 

Because  their  existence  seems  prior,  is  that  an  evidence  of  the  exaetness  of  their 
truth  ?  They  had  affected  the  capital  of  rational  religion,  and  were  indebted  for  all 
available  good-faith  capital. 

The  feeling  engendered  in  villages,  in  the  same  circle,  for  the  peculiar  half-a-dozea 
sects  contending  for  life,  reflects  the  great  world  agitated  by  the  ungodly  peculiar  faiths. 
Whoever  subscribes  to  any  church  of  peculiar  faith,  has  violated  all  proper  principles 
of  truth  and  honesty  that  such  faith  has  certainly  violated. 

I  know  that  this  is  the  boldest  etep  to  arrest  all  such,  and  requires  the  highest  moral 
firmness.  Put  down  the  felony.  The  protestant  is  as  deep  in  the  quagmire,  as  the 
Roman  or  Greek  churchman,  Mormon,  Brahmin,  more  so  for  the  lights  of  rationsil  mind. 

What  liarm  do  churches  ?  The  houses  do  none,  only  take  up  ground  by  worship  of 
polytheism,  better  employed  in  adoration  of  God  of  the  universe  by  making  mind  ra- 
tional, inspiring  it  with  the  best  of  rational  religion.  Union  of  churches  and  secrei 
societies,  were  for  factitious  purposes  and  advantages.  Do  they  benefit  the  world  at 
large  or  its  component  society  ?  What  factitious  importance  is  there  in  societies  and 
churches  ?  Look  at  the  millions  of  converts  of  all  characters  that  backslide  or  fall 
from  grace,  conmiit  sin,  &c.  Now,  all  this  elegantly  proves  that  rationality  is  all  in 
all  in  religion.  All  that  we  can  know  is  by  mind,  that  must  be  relatively  rational  for 
all  rational  enjoyments. 

The  baptists  do  not  participate  in  their  sacraments  with  other  denominations  of  chris- 
tians, thus  increasing  the  subdivisions  of  sectarians. 

As  to  heart-holiness  from  Christ,  all  that  stuff  is  common  with  the  Asiatic  Brahmios. 
Have  not  the  juggernauts  all  that  pertains  to  experience  ?  Are  not  their  martyrs  as 
much  entitled  to  credence  as  those  of  any  other  in  the  world?  Now,  mind,  rationality, 
change,  comes  of  God,  the  universe  ruler,  who  becomes  the  dignity  of  his  station  by 
assigning  constitutional  rights  to  mind  by  moral  free  agency,  and  acts  like  the  constitu- 
tional president  of  the  universe,  not  an  autocrat  of  an  empire.  But  if  the  world  breaks 
up  the  priestocracy,  all  this  would  break  up  too  many  fine  choirs,  churches,  organs, 
book  concerns,  charities,  missions,  collections,  and  livings,  ^liat  are  churches  ?  Do 
they  make  people  any  better,  when  the  priestocracy  do  not  ?  Some  are  worse.  Ah  I 
but  how  shall  we  worship  God  ?  The  rational  mind  does  not  need  idol-worship  nor  lip- 
service,  nor  priestocracy  performance. 

Many  church-members  are  all  church  malign  influences,  that  cannot  be  injured  thereby. 

If  the  church  present  such  men  as  Paul  describes,  what  character  baa  they  for  ve- 
racity, &c,  1 

In  the  land  of  bigotry,  where  church-ridden  people  are,  there  are  only  the  foros  of 
freedom. 

What  can  rickety  cburch-establishnusnts  avail  in  religion?  Let  a  free,  fair  and 
liberal  discussion  be  enacted,  not  avoided.  Religion  demands  this,  as  the  friend  of 
truth  and  reason,  not  of  faith  and  policy,  mere  pretences  of  oracles.  Religion  does  not 
know  faith,  but  through  the  right  avenues  of  truth.  What  avail  all  the  benefits  of  a 
crank-sided  rickety  church  faith  ?  Are  there  any  principles  intrinsic  in  any  association  ? 
I  know  members  of  churches  that  stand  as  high  as  the  world  can  make  them,  for 
honesty  and  honor,  their  membership  not  hurting  them,  being  safe  before  they  joined. 

But  the  house  of  God  is  expedient  ?  Where  is  that  particularly  in  this  world,  this 
universe  ?  See  the  various  difficulties  in  churches.  All  that  is  best  decided  by  enlight- 
ened public  opinion. 

What  divisions  of  families  who  go  to  different  churches.  All  this  is  miserable  man*s 
devices.  What  a  noble  thing  it  is  that  church-members  are  not  corrupted  by  their 
membership. 

Now,  as  to  the  church,  does  that  make  religion  ?  Who  made  the  church  ?  Man. 
Has  the  church  any  specific  principles  ?  What  has  the  church  to  do  ?  It  is  only  oi^  ^ 
devices,  as  priestocracy  ana  bibles,  faith  and  all  its  machinery.  Wliat  good  do  all 
churches  do  after  all  said  and  done  ?  They  are  spUt  into  factions,  divisions,  and  sub- 
divisions. 

As  to  being  in  the  church,  that  does  not  avail,  for  that  is  founded  on  false  pretences 
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</Q  bibles  that  are  a  binding  of  lies,  and  its  peculiar  faith  is  a  part  and  parcel  thereof. 
All  membership  has  to  be  strictly  watched,  else  ecclesiastical  or  church  power  will 
a^ire  to  supremacy;  therefore  all  such  is  objectionable  as  partaking  of  man's  polity. 
The  world  has  some  hard  old  sinners  to  deal  with,  and  the  worst  are  those  in  the 
church,  especially  the  licensed  heads,  as  bishops  and  others  that  feel  themselves  licensed 
to  take  lioentious  lit>erties. 

The  priestocracy  have  the  worst  morals  in  the  world,  except  they  be  checked  by  the 
best  lights  of  mind  and  rational  civilization.  Each  peculiar  church  assumes  peculiar 
prerogatives  that  destroy  with  its  own  elements.  You  protestants  declaim  against  the 
acricolar  confession  of  the  Roman  church  ;  what  less  sin  is  your  assumed  sanctiiica^ 
tion  !  You,  Christian,  complain  of  the  Mormon  ;  did  you  not  show  him  tlie  way,  when 
vuQ  adopted  peculiar  faith,  a  thing  that  has  no  being  but  in  the  false  pretences  of  super- 
stitioo  ?  Who  are  many  of  the  church  officials,  but  those  seeking  loaves  and  fishes  by 
rhnrcb-people-commnnion  ?  Associations  in  churches  should  discuss  the  subject  of 
religion,  the  only  way  to  reach  the  most  correct  views.  The  only  church  is  the  temple 
of  the  world,  as  part  of  the  universe,  and  mankind  the  audience. 

Churches  that  offer  only  one-sided  peculiar  views  of  sleepy  sophist  lecturers  or 
preachers,  instead  of  popular  associations  for  truth  discussions,  diffuse  the  worst  of 
meotal,  social,  moral  and  religious  suppressions,  the  worst  of  all  peculiar  poisons  to  the 
haman  family.  Can  you  confide  justly  in  any  persons  because  they  are  in  the  church  ? 
Yon  cannot  in  truth,  as  the  worst  hypocrites  may  be  church-going. 

But  there  must  be  some  criterion  for  public  confidence.  What  is  that?  Personal 
merit,  of  course ;  then  it  is  not  church-merit.  To  be  confided  in  justly,  the  individuals 
must  be  thoroughly  known  for  consistent  honorable  bearing. 

In  separation  of  church  and  state,  rehgion  allows  of  no  church  at  all,  for  that  is  a 
political  engine,  a  hobby,  machinery,  of  no  pretensions  to  religrion.  Such  churches  have 
millions  of  property,  as  the  8t.  Louis  Roman  church,  the  Trinity  church,  New  York, 
.  and  too  many  elsewhere.  Apply  all  these  incomes  to  the  right  use  of  religion,  not  of 
churches.  Apply  all  annually  to  the  right  correction  of  the  world,  that  oan  be  rectified 
10  a  few  years,  for  billions  will  be  withdrawn  and  devoted  to  God's,  not  man's  purposes. 
Pat  down  all  despotisms  of  church  and  priestocracy  monopoly,  by  conservative  revo- 
lution. 

Every  churchman  ought  to  resign  his  church-faith  as  derogatory  to  religion — ^if  it  be 
of  religion,  he  can  prove,  as  it  will  prove  itself  beyond  a  doubt  the  authenticity. 

But  freethinkers  are  the  anti-church  party ;  and  what  does  that  sophism  all  avail, 
churchmen  ?  The  anti-church  party  is  not  the  anti-religious  party ;  if  it  were,  it  would 
not  be  rational. 

It  is  religion,  not  superstition,  that  rational  mind,  sane  and  sound,  needs.  It  is  utterly 
impossible  to  eradicate  religion  by  all  the  efforts  of  the  peculiar  faith  church-party. 

Love  the  brethren,  says  the  church  advocate,  proves  the  position.  Do  Romanists 
love  protestants  ?  Does  the  massacre  on  St.  Bartholomew's  day  prove  it !  Peculiar 
&ith  always  has  a  false  position. 

All  that  is  corrupt  is  in  churches,  that  should  be  best  appropriated  to  the  benefits  of 
the  world,  and  discussions  held  by  associations  of  monotheists. 

Politics  and  ecclesiastical  policies  are  mixed  up  in  church  regime  to  the  disturbance 
ind  agitation,  strife,  animosity,  difficulties,  and  sectarianism  of  3ie  people  of  each  gov- 
ernment and  the  world — as  in  Canada,  Great  Britain,  Italy,  &c. 

The  maintenance  of  peculiar  faith  is  abominable.  It  was  bad  enough  to  have  to 
receive  the  counterfeit.  Religion  does  not  need  money,  but  mind-maintenance,  no 
established  churches  nor  hireling  officials.  The  rational  world  asks  to  be  free  of  all 
this.  To  do  so,  let  each  rational  mind  free  itself  at  once  and  forever  of  all  peculiar 
faiths,  bibles,  all  priestocracics,  all  the  vilest  humbugs.  Let  there  be  no  ecclesiastical 
regimes — no  ecclesiastical  nucleus  for  frauds,  imposition,  and  despotism.  The  appro- 
pnation  of  property  of  the  people,  or  what  ought  to  be  theirs  if  any,  to  churches,  is 
^crilege  to  mind,  God,  and  religion. 

All  the  establishments  of  world-peculiar  faitlis  are  frauds,  sacrilegious  frauds,  that 
corrupt  the  people  unquaUfiedly.  Where  church  benefice!  are,  principles  and  the  reli- 
gion of  principles  are  abandoned. 

Let  there  be  no  kind  of  feudal  tenures,  nothing  to  check  world  and  mind''s  improve- 
Qttnts. 

If  it  is  not  a  pity  to  desecrate  all  churches  of  the  present  day  to  paganism,  it  is  ccr- 
^inly  wrong  to  devote  mind  to  such  trash,  and  that  is  adequate  argument. 

Are  you  a  chHrchman  !  Then  you  sustain  despotic,  ill-gotten,  and  worse  retained 
power.    The  world  must  estimate  things  as  they  are. 

Bat  yoQ  are  at  a  stand,  halting  about  the  best  to  be  done.     What  is  all  of  peculiar 
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faith  that  is  adjudged  a  felon  worth,  having  committed  blasphemy  against  God  ?  A 
reformation  of  protestantism  will  answer ;  nothing  short  of  conservative  revolDtioi 
What  a  pity  it  is  that  the  diamond  owners,  should  desire  to  swap  it  for  false  stone 
That  had  been  a  gospel  if  rational,  but  it  has  murdered  all  its  pretensions  by  beii 
peculiar.  As  having  a  peculiar  god  and  gods,  it  rules  itself  from  rational  mind,  and 
only  fit  to  keep  company  with  barbarians  that  originated  it,  or  lialf  civilized  tyrants  tlii 
smuggled  it  into  the  world. 

Monotheism  is  legitimate,  and- carries  out  all  legitimate  purposes.     She  is  faultless. 

Peculiar  faith  as  illegitimate,  has  been  palmed  for  God's,  on  the  world.  That  is  wh 
it  has  been  so  reverenced.     Religious  protection  is  what  the  world  needs. 

Peculiar  faith  is  still  the  old  prostitute  with  all  her  meretricious  ornaments,  to  inveigl 
and  deceive.     She  is  with  absolutism. 

The  love  of  mankind,  Christian,  takes  precedence  of  the  petty  love  of  a  sect :  th;! 
is  as  clear  as  monotheism,  religion  takes  precedence  of  all  the  earthly  mortal  peculia 
faiths :  besides,  she  gives  justice  before  charity,  as  the  first  travels  over  the  worlds  th 
universe,  the  last  to  home  and  its  kindred  interests — that  is  the  charity  of  aU  sects,  m 
the  Christian  has  no  more  feelings  than  man  can  have  under  his  circumstances. 

How  can  that  be  protection  of  church-membership,  when  the  recipient  is  deceird 
deluded,  and  misdirected,  from  his  own  excellent  possession  ? 

The  noblest  suggestion  of  religion  would  be,  take  no  advantage  of  the  situation  oj 
mind — but  has  not  peculiar  faith  done  this  enough  to  the  world,  to  declare  her  ignoble 
character  to  condemn  her  1  The  wise  Author  of  the  universe  has  put  it  out  of  iU 
power  of  man,  to  trammel  mind  forever  in  its  religion.     He  has  taken  care  of  all  that 

All  peculiar  faiths  cannot  prove  religion,  but  all  are  certain  evidence  of  peculiar,  per 
verted,  weak  state  of  mind — 4hat  of  corruption  of  the  whole,  every  way  by  absolutism, 
a  false  weight  that  shrewd  minds  ought  to  divest  themselves  of,  only  what  the  world  il 
capable  of. 

The  world  does  not  require,  and  cannot  abide  ascetism.  Let  all  tliat  is  legitimate^ 
be  consistently  carried  out,  no  more  or  less. 

Man  lias  no  business  with  any  capital,  that  can  be  turned  against  him,  as  pecu^ 
liar  faith,  all  others  of  which  war  on  his,  that  is  in  direct  antagonism  with  religion. 

Come,  citizen,  can  rationalists  be  hostile,  with  her  banner  1  Teach  them  right,  and 
they,  doubtlessly,  before  God,  will  abjure  the  wrong,  the  day  proclaimed ;  then  they  wilt 
confirm  it  as  respects  anytliing  about  peculiar  faith  being  the  right  way»  superior  to  la- 
tiouiil  religion. 

All  vice  is  an  ignis  fatuus,  and  at  the  head  is  peculiar  faith.  If  you  will  pot  act; 
straight  about  rational  faith,  stop  your  crazy,  rickety  monomania,  for  posterity  ^il' 
curse  you  with  the  bitterest  curse.  As  an  evidence  of  the  uncertain  basis  of  pecuiur 
faith,  Christianity  the  modern,  most  remarkably  eschews  previous  acts  of  Christianity 
the  ancient ;  proving  incontestibly  that  it  is  all  in  abeyance  to  mind,  that  has  become 
more  rational,  civilized,  and  essentially  religionized,  not  faithized.  All  peculiar  faiths 
faithize,  not  religionize — that  is  certain.  How  can  any  carry  mind  beyond  what  it  can- 
not carry  itself? 

By  the  admission  of  the  professors,  then.  Christians,  instead  of  wusely  espousing  ra- 
tional religion,  that  is  identified  with  rational  mind,  and  gives  all  true  expositions,  have 
to  resort  to  the  deepest  and  most  humiliating  mortification  of  expunging  the  foidest  blots 
of  Christianity,  that  was  barbarous  as  barbarian  sectarianism  could  make  her ;  aud,vorst 
of  all,  in  debasing  mind,  now,  at  the  very  moment  of  its  acknowledgment,  in  ilie  ex- 
punging. Will  Uie  feeble  egotists  of  peculiar  faith  never  see  the  stupid  and  eiidle^ 
degradation  1 

Not  only  God,  but  rational  mind  can  evolve,  out  of  apparent  evils,  its  consummate 
good.  Let  wise  souls  of  the  world  at  once  attain  all  the  legitimate  blessings  o(  reli- 
gion, constitutional  government,  universal  brotherhood.  . 

Billions  die  out,  that  peculiar  faith  does  not  practically  reach,  that,  but  for  rational 
religion,  would  be  brutes.  . 

Christianity  the  advancer  of  true  science,  whose  very  first  step,  ia  the  exclusion  oi 
the  science  of  all  sciences,  ^tional  religion  ? 

Whose  eighteen  centuries  of  exertions  have  been  fruitlessly  employed,  to  put  do^n 
the  true  science  of  the  Great  First,  the  only  Cause,  sublime  in  his  unity  1  Wha^  ?^  ^ 
more  braxen,  in  the  wide  world  of  ignorance  and  impudence  1  The  very  initiative  o 
her  own  position  excludes  and  estops  her  from  all  such  special  pleas  and  claims.  |  ^' 
culiar  faith  of  churches  cannot  monopolize  or  usurp  the  world,  endorsed  as  »he  "^ 
been  by  all  abominable  despotisms ;  and  the  sooner  she  gives  up  the  place  slie  <''^1|?*^ 
fill  to  rational  religion  the  better,  tliat  looks  over  this  earth  and  all  the  future.  ^  ^^ 
wise  existence  of  life  rec^uiies  a  comprehension  of  wliat  are  requisite  to  be  doue. 
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Thb  head  men  of  hierarchies  have  the  advantage  of  the  world,  and  will  rule  it,  one 
way  or  another,  untQ  the  lay  people  know  what  and  who  they  are.  Will  the  people 
iiivesiigate  and  decide,  in  all  the  potent  empire  of  mind,  that  they  are  the  only  sove- 
reigns, and  have  the  majesty  and  sovereignty  of  rights  ?  How  verdant  the  world- 
people  are  to  he  imposed  upon,  at  this  meriaian-time  of  light,  by  priests  and  preachers, 
th«?  priestocracies,  who  assume  to  have  divine  missions !  There  is  no  imposition  or 
blaspheming  greater,  in  or  out  of  the  world.  How  the  world  is  befooled  and  defrauded 
alxmt  religion,  by  what  is  only  a  degenerate  thing,  peculiar  faith,  that  is  lauded  above 
reason  and  religion.  If  you  doubt  their  orthodoxy  you  are  damned  ;  if  you  refuse  it, 
you  are  proscribed  by  aU  their  brute  force.  When  self-willed,  what  limit  has  been 
pilled  to  their  tyranny,  that  is  bad  enough  at  the  best?  ^ 

They  are  impostors,  and  become  tyrants  of  the  human  mind.  Their  bibles  are 
libeters  of  Deity,  mind  and  man. 

What  a  destruction  of  books  in  the  world,  both  by  Christians  and  pagans !  And  yet 
science  and  philosophy  are  pre-eminently  indebted  to  Christians!  What  a  libel  on 
mind,  on  truth,  on  reason,  on  sense  ! 

Hierarchies  subsidize  talents  in  their  support,  and  invoke  all  the  potency  of  perverted 
mind  to  their  aid,  but  neither  the  inquisition  of  the  ancients  by  banishment,  death  by 
hemlock,  tortures,  availed  to  exclude  mind  from  its  right  course. 

These  hierarchies  claim  to  rule,  not  by  the  aristocracy  of  mind,  but  affect  to  be  infal- 
lible, a  most  degraded  and  gross  absurdity,  when  they  take  faith  for  reason. 

For  the  supremacy  of  sects,  protestant  or  Romanist,  the' nation,  the  world  must  be 
convulsed  time  after  time.  The  worst  of  intoleration  has  prevailed,  when  church  and 
political  power  has  been  united. 

The  tenets  of  church-power  are  subversive  of  a  constitutional  government.  The 
non-conformists  have  been  subjected  to  intoleration,  persecution  and  prosecution  by 
judicial  and  military  murders.  Fear  and  hate  of  the  churches  have  involved  nations 
and  their  rulers  into  the  worst  of  miseries.  Why  did  the  Romanists  withhold  their  bibles 
from  the  laymen  ?     Is  hierarchy  supreme  over  the  world ^s  mind  1 

"  The  English  Romanists  have  now  the  whole  bible  in  their  mother  tongue  ;  though 
it  is  to  be  observed,  they  are  forbidden  to  read  it  without  a  license  from  their  superior." 
— Buck.  '*  In  1532,  Tindal  and  his  associates  finished  the  whole  bible,  except  the 
apocrypha,  and  printed  it  abroad ;  but,  while  he  was  afterwards  preparing  a  second 
edition,  he  was  taken  up  and  burnt  for  heresy  in  Flanders." 

'*  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  excellency  of  this  translation,  (king  James^  bible,) 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  our  increasing  acquaintance  with  orientaj  customs  and 
manners,  and  the  changes  our  language  has  undergone  since  king  James'  time,  are  very- 
powerful  arguments  for  a  new  translation,  or  at  least  a  correction  of  the  old  one."  Let 
it  go  entirely  down,  and  build  up  that  of  mind.     God's  bible  never  changes. 

"  After  very  violent  opposition  from  the  (Roman)  clergy,  the  court  of  Spain  ordered 
Spanish  bibles  to  be  printed  by  royal  authority  in  1796,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  people 
of  all  ranks,  as  well  as  to  be  used  in  public  worship." 

"  By  the  statute  of  England,  he  that  denies  one  of  the  persons  in  the  trinity,  or 
denies  Christianity  to  be  true,  &c.,  for  the  first  offence  is  rendered  incapable  of  any 
office,"  &c.  **  These  laws,  however,  in  the  present  age,  are  not  enforced"  1  The 
burning  to  death  for  heresy !  Huss  was  burnt  alive  in  1415.  Then  there  was  war  be- 
tween the  two  parties.  What  terrible  wars  there  were  about  the  images !  Image- 
worship  debauched  the  priests,  only  a  little  more  so. 

Rites  and  ceremonies  take  up  too  much  time  uselessly,  analogous  to  all  the  balance 
of  hierarchal  pretences.  The  Roman  hierarchy  affects  to  keep  no  faith  with  heretics. 
Which  is  greatest,  the  ignorance  or  cruelty  of  priestocracies  1  They  burnt  heretics 
m  England  by  legal  warrants.  In  France,  they  murdered  recusants  without  the  pre- 
tence of  law.  During  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1572,  was  the 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  They  massacred  all  ages  and  both  sexes.  They  took 
no  prisoners  in  civil  wars,  and  pope  Pius  IV.  commended  the  author  of  such  murders. 
What  prevents  the  repetition  of  all  the  malign  felony  of  priestocracy  now  ?  Only  the 
want  of  power. 

Take  away  the  pretence  for  absolutism,  that  gives  all  false  pretences  and  no  good 
from  the  nature  of  things. 

In  the  massacre  of  the  Huguenots,  "  seven  long  days  was  Paris  one  scene  of  pillage, 
outrage,  and  cruelty,  which  would  have  disgraced  a  horde  of  the  wildest  savages. 
Men  might  be  seen  stabbing  little  infants,  while  the  innocents  smiled  in  their  faces,  and 
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played  with  their  beards.  According  to  diflferent  historians,  from  70,000  to  100,000 
protcstants  were  butchered  or  perished  at  this  time ;  and  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  ordered 
thanksgivings  for  the  victory  of  the  faithful ;  and  a  medal  was  struck  to  commemorate 
the  event,  with  the  head  of  the  pope  on  one  side,  and  a  representation  of  the  massacre 
on  the  reverse."  ! ! 

Citizens  of  the  world,  will  you  embrace  this  crime  of  crimes,  peculiar  faith,  in  any 
shape,  form,  or  design  ?  Will  you  stupidly  hug  the  rattlesnake  to  your  bosom  ?  Wil» 
you  nurture  the  strong  holds  of  despotism,  the  most  ruthless,  to  tear  out  your  very  vitals 
should  the  days  of  despotism  ever  again  obscure  your  horizon  ?  Will  you  permit  its 
existence  among  you  ?  Is  this  the  hideous  and  dangerous  thing  that  ministers  of  the 
gospel  tell  you  you  should  get,  to  reach  its  peculiar  god  ?  Will  you  give  up  the  pure 
God  of  the  universe,  your  Creator  and  Preserver,  for  all  this  worthless,  bloody  trash  1 
Do  they,  ignorant  and  stupid,  overlook  the  proper  analysis,  and  seek  to  draw  the  whole 
world  by  such  ignominy  1 

Henry  VIII.  of  England,  who  at  first  was  a  bigoted  papist,  burnt  the  famous  Tyndal, 
who  made  one  of  the  first  and  best  translations  of  the  New  Testament. 

"  The  higher  orders  of  French  clergy  enjoyed  immense  revenues."  **  The  clergy, 
as  a  body,  independent  of  their  titles,  possessed  a  revenue  arising  from  their  property  in 
land,  amounting  to  five  millions  sterling  annually  ;  at  the  same  time,  they  were  exempt 
from  taxation. 

"  The  religious  orders,  viz  :  the  communities  of  monks  and  nuns,  possessed  immense 
landed  estates." 

The  preachers  and  priests  know  whether  there  is  reality  in  peculiar  faith  or  no.  The 
reality  of  their  livings  determine  that  question.  But  it  is  a  pity  to  impute  to  so  good  a 
set  of  people  such  motives.  None  but  vassals  can  say  that.  As  all  kinds  of  sects  are 
debased  and  debauched  for  such  rewards  and  speculations.  What  do  names  prevent  ? 
In  the  name  of  religion,  the  greater  the  felony. 

The  clergy  in  every  country  have  sought  and  held  great  privileges.  Who  would  not 
be  without  analysis  of  that  order,  to  reach  honors  and  titles,  and  such  emoluments. 
Analyze  the  whole,  and  you  will  soon  perceive,  even  in  one  point,  the  dire  iniquity. 
Only  think  of  the  blasphemy,  the  absurdity  of  remission  of  sins,  by  confessing  priests ! 

Are  these  the  advancers  of  arts  and  sciences,  that  now  reduced  to  systems,  contend 
faithfully  against,  and  expose  truthfully  those  abominable  superstitions  ?  The  author  of 
"Italy  in  1846"  states,  that  the  public  debts  of  the  church  of  Rome  have  been  accumulating 
a  long  while.  The  public  instruction  is  in  the  hands  of  the  priests ;  not  less  than  30,000 
of  her  men  of  letters  have  been  violently  destroyed  or  driven  out  of  Italy.  That  is  her 
science. 

The  Roman  church  assumes  to  be  catholic ;  that  is  a  perfectly  absurd  presumption, 
as  she  cannot  be  till  she  is  rational,  and  that  absorbs  her  into  universal  religion.  Hierar- 
chies are  nurtured  in  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  world  ;  they  are  dangerous  pets. 

In  what  do  hierarchies  differ  essentially  in  purity,  when  all  arc  anti-god,  all  apocry- 
phal ?     They  cannot  be  self-elected,  which  they  are  now,  assuredly. 

In  what  do  paganism  and  popish  worship  differ?  In  names.  What  stupid  assumption 
of  cities  and  hierarchies  over  the  substantial  knowledge  of  the  country. 

I  read  recently  of  a  painting,  styled  the  Apotheosis  of  George  Washington  !  The 
preservation  of  the  memory  of  his  illustrious  deeds  on  this  world,  is  worth  all  such 
stuff.  Recently,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  pope  has  just  canonized  two  new  saints — ^a 
Jesuit  missionary,  who  died  200  years  ago,  and  a  secular  virgin,  a  shepherdess.  The  p"p^ 
to  assume  this  blasphemy !  '  The  pagans  persecuted  the  christians,  as  one  peculiar  sect 
persecutes  another.  That  is  the  history  of  the  world.  The  force  advanced  by  the 
sword  of  Constantino  in  behalf  of  christian  faith,  proves  that  it  was  corrupt  enough  to 
go  upon  that  basis ;  and  this  was  when  it  had  not  been  established  as  the  Latin  or 
Roman  church.  So  that  it  was  corrupt,  any  way.  All  peculiar  faith  has  the  necessary 
elements  of  corruption,  for  it  cannot  depend  on  the  elements  of  intrinsic  merits. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Justinian *s  code,  on  the  authority  of  Gibbon,  has  a  law  that 
had  been  previously  decreed,  that  the  christians  should  destroy  all  publications  against 
their  doctrine.  Never  let  them  hereafter  say  that  they  are  the  exclusive  protectors  of 
science,  when  they  are  its  worst  tyrants.  Truthful  argument  is  the  only  weapon  that 
rationalists  could  ask  against  such  publications.  How  often  have  peculiar  faith-pcop'^ 
brought  opposition  to  new  science — as  geology — that  clashed  with  their  doctrines ; 
but  finding  that  ineffectual  to  arrest  mind  and  science,  its  adoption  is  sought,  as  if 
upholding  the  scriptures.     What  a  morale  in  the  social  world ! 

Church-advocates  stretch  their  theories  and  science  to  extremes,  in  regard  to  all 
peculiar  tenets  of  their  bible. 

Tycho  Brahe  was  mistaken  about  the  sun's  revolution  around  the  earth,  to  help  sup- 
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port  the  bible  of  Joshua,  and  he  may  have  been  also  mistaken  about  the  extinction  of  a 
star  in  Cassiopeia,  to  sustain  Isaiah,  ch.  xxxiv.  v.  4. 

The  mighty  hierarchies  of  Babylon,  Kgypt,  Rome,  the  Druids,  have  fallen.     Others 
are  deeply  shaken,  as  of  Judaism,  Christianity,  Brahminism,  Bhuddism,  &c.   They  will 
all  20  by  the  board  as  the  supremacy  of  mind  is  established. 
Ihe  only  durable  hierarchy  is  that  of  inind. 
No  one  should  be  slave  of  vows,  habits,  or  priestocracies. 

The  tyranny  of  the  Romish  church  is  very  apparent  when  she  proclaims  that  mar- 
riage should  be  her  institution,  as  ceremonies,  masses  for  the  rest  of  the  soul ! 

What  mighty  nonsense  has  been  perpetuated  by  the  claims  to  transubstantiation,  or 
change  of  substance ! 

Is  it  possible  that  imprisonment  is  legal  in  England  for  deciding,  by  rational  discus- 
sion and  writing,  that  Christ  is  an  impostor — the  worst  of  characters,  who,  or  his 
priestocracy  romancers,  excited  the  must  outrageous  blasphemy  and  sectarianism,  to 
disturb  the  world  ?  Romanism  gives  purgatory  a  worthless  residence,  created  by 
priestocracy  for  its  profits,  not  for  souPs  benefit.  What  capacity  in  that  pent-up  con- 
dition can  be  shown  for  due  improvement,  one  of  the  great  objects  of  mind^s  crea- 
tion ? 

There  can  be  no  infallibility,  no  Catholicism,  but  of  rational  religion.  What  evils 
will  not  hierarchies  create  !  We  learn  by  newspaper,  that  at  Rome  *'  the  houses  of  the 
English  residents  and  others  are  being  closely  searched  for  bibles,  not  even  excepting 
the  British  consoles. *^ 
The  Romanists  sell  indulgences  for  a  time,  and  swindle  the  poor  ignorant  people. 
There  should  be  no  licenses  for  popularity  and  insidious  designs.  What  has  not  been 
the  tyranny  of  hierarchy  ? 

The  rights  of  mind  have  been  proscribed  in  all  variety  of  ways,  even  to  the  excom- 
munication of  books. 

Hierarchies  embrace  circles  of  mind  subservient  to  their  machinations.  Asia  went 
for  absolutism — anything  but  mind  in  her  Oriental  vassalage.  She  has  reaped  the 
bitterest  fruits  therefor. 

Who,  without  true  analysis,  can  have  true  ideas  that  the  world  is  ignorant,  mean,  and 
pretending,  when  it  can  rise  to  a  state  of  dignity  in  science,  worth,  and  reality  ? 
Hierarchies  interchange  and  reciprocate  all  they  can. 
The  prot«stants  overran  Ireland  over  the  Romanists. 

In  the  union  of  church  and  state,  no  greater  affiliation  can  be  secured  than  by  induc- 
tion of  the  highest  officers  of  the  last  into  those  of  the  first.  Constantino  was  bap- 
tized, and  was  in  every  respect  identified. 

The  hierarchies  confiscate  property,  excommunicate  the  owners.  Shall  hierarchies 
longer  disgrace  nations  that  tyrannize  over  sister  republics,  and  cause  exclusion  of  the 
only  kind  of  free  government  ? 

An  elected  member  of  Parliament,  because  a  Jew,  cannot  obtain  his  seat !  Who  is 
superior,  the  Christian  or  Jew  ? 

Who  can  pretend  ibaX  Baron  Rothschild  is  not  excluded  from  the  full  rights  of  a  free 
Englishman'? 

What,  like  the  purchase  of  absolution  of  sins,  has  contributed  to  a  greater  dissolution 
of  popular  morals  ? 

All  the  expedients  of  art  and  vice  have  been  gotten  up,  to  perpetuate  hierarchal  power. 
But  what  is  all  such  worth  ? 

The  world^s  attention  is  whiled  away  on  these  ingenious  trifles.  What  are  all  the 
rich  paintings  of  scriptures  worth  ?  Are  they  not,  in  one  sense,  talents  devoted  to  hum- 
bugs ?  O,  had  all  this  been  mind  truly  devoted  to  the  triumphs  of  sacred  philosophical 
science,  how  much  better,  had  God's  benefits  been  dififused  over  the  world !  Hierar- 
chies had  hirge  property,  of  the  people  of  course.  When  national,  they  show  not  only 
intolerance  and  Ul-will,  but  cruelty. 

lu  some  hierarchies  of  the  Roman  order,  no  other  preacher  dare  say  a  word  in  the 
pulpit,  or  have  any  voice  in  the  government.  What  provincial  tyrannies  are  endured, 
under  some  regimes !     How  degrading  the  passport ! 

The  beauty  of  the  earth  is  equitable  institution  of  government  and  its  equitable  ad- 
mi  ntiitration,  otherwise  the  loveliest  country  is  deformed  and  degraded,  and  God's  bless- 
ings, mind's  rights,  are  prostituted. 

Some  of  the  Romanists  do  not  like  to  see  protestants,  as  immigrants,  bring  their 
bibles  with  them.  Is  it  possible,  that  those  who  become  citizens  have  to  be  Romanists  ? 
What  folly,  what  tyranny  is  more  execrable  ?    Is  this  in  Cuba  ? 

What  a  monstrosity,  then,  is  the  bible.  What  a  weak  lever  for  justice — what  a  po- 
tent one  for  demoralization  and  the  worst  of  crimes. 
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We  have  to  increase  its  power,  for  benefits,  that  mind  alone  performs,  whose  place  it 
has  usurped. 

Will  you  become  the  hypocrite  defender  of  a  peculiar  faith  bible?  How  can  yon  be 
anything  else,  if  you  be  republican  ?  The  triumphs  of  such  a  faith  are  those  of  bigotry, 
of  tyranny. 

w'hat  do  her  paintings  avail  the  world  1  What  has  any  hierarchy  to  do  with  the 
name  of  catholic,  much  less  holy?  If  hierarchies  be  the  depositories  of  science,  they 
dwarf  it  as  sadly  as  they  dwarf  Deity,  by  messiahship.  How  comes  it  that  the  pope 
did  not  vaunt  triumph  of  the  church  over  Napoleon,  as  he  humbled  the  pope  ? 

Was  not  the  fall  of  Napoleon  the  effect  of  his  blasphemy,  against  the  power  and  vice- 
gerent of  the  Trinity  ? 

We  presume  that  it  was  more  the  result  of  unprincipled  ambition.  Constitutional  go- 
vernmentB  cut  out  all  feudal  tenure,  all  laws  to  promote  confiscation  of  property,  and  is 
always  referable  to  a  standard  of  sense,  honesty,  and  nature,  forever.  For  what  can 
the  world  wish  to  sustain  any  such  institution  ?  Is  it  to  uphold  the  errors  of  public 
opinion  and  vice — the  errors  and  prejudices  of  peculiar  education,  that  presents  the  er- 
rors of  faith  1 
What  parties  of  the  world  are  to  blame,  more  than  these  ? 

Church-power  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  to  the  world  and  mind,  that  it  awfully 
perverts  and  circumvents. 

The  very  elements  of  church  hierarchy  are  rotten  to  the  centre.  This  has  been  ac- 
complished by  delusion,  sophistry,  and  much  of  it  by  brute  force.  What  are  the  anathe- 
mas of  popes,  but  the  maledictions  *and  curses  of  Christ-authority  ?  Was  that  pure, 
holy,  or  just,  that  gavp  it  ^  Are  we  to  depend  on  the  fallacy  of  Christ,  for  such 
evils  ?  The  evils  are  greater  than  any  promise  ?  As  evils,  they  are  to  be  univer.sally 
discarded. 

Church-dynasty  is  connected  with  all  popular  influences.  Little  did  the  pope  think 
that,  when  his  myrmidons  were  preaching  crusades  for  conquests,  that  his  successors 
would  see  the  crusades  of  liberty  against  them. 

Conquests  have  enslaved  the  world  ;  the  lust  of  dominion  perverts  it.  What  felonious 
dispensations  have  been  granted,  from  the  head  of  churches,  for  the  most  nefarious  pur- 
poses— for  piracy  and  conquest. 

Conquests  and  piracy  are  indebted  to  this  thin?,  peculiar  faith.  Some  people  think 
the  pope  is  a  direct  vicegerent  with  God ;  and  that  their  souls  will  have  to  pass 
through  the  priest's  hands.  What  an  influence  to  preside  at  birth,  marriage,  and  death, 
all  the  best  intermediate  time.  What  less  than  infatuation  can  take  place  ?  Where  is 
glorious  mind,  all  this  time  ?  The  acts  of  the  pope  have  been  against  the  light  of  civil 
liberty  of  his  own  citizens.  There  are  associations  of  people,  in  the  world  of  hierar- 
chies, as  others,  the  honor  of  human  nature ;  among  the  first  are  the  sisters  of  charity. 
Protestants  refer  to  the  church  of  Rome,  their  own  mother,  as  the  whore  of  Babylon ! 
What  must  the  progeny  be,  but  illegitimate,  of  course  ? 

The  gorgeous  splenaor  of  temples,  as  that  at  Ephesus,  of  Diana,  "  whom  all  Asia 
worshipped,"  proves  the  influence  of  peculiar  faith,  and  its  pernicious  consequences. 
Christianity  has  not  spoken  peace  to  earth,  nor  taught  a  law  practically  of  universal 
love.  "  A  funeral  service  will  be  celebrated  in  Chantilly,  on  Monday,  for  the  repose  of 
the  late  king  Louis  Philippe."     The  records  will  condemn  enough. 

What  shsdl  we  say  of  the  tyranny  and  farce  of  the  church  in  trials  of  members  ?  The 
world,  in  its  freest  part,  America,  is  yet  a  slave  to  all  such  power,  a  thing  most  easily 
proved  to  a  proper  conclusion.  The  errors  of  judgment  result  by  the  fault  of  peculiar 
education,  as  in  England  and  all  countries  subject  to  a  peculiar  state  of  national  affairs, 
not  the  crime  of  intention. 

What  does  the  mass  of  any  people  know  without  the  light  of  cultivated  mind  1  They 
are  perfect  animals  the  way  they  conduct  themselves — ^mere  animal  machinervi  «n<^^' 
the  worst  and  most  corrupt  influences  of  dynastic  psychology.  Inquisitions,  social  pros* 
criptions  are  to  prevent  liberal  discussions,  truthful  expressions  of  religion  I 

What  a  potent  hierarchy  was  that  at  Rome,  when  magistrates  were  priests,  that 
adoDted  six  hundred  different  kinds  of  peculiar  faitli. 

No  wonder  that  hierarchies  and  their  ministers  tell  the  world  to  hush  up  in  silence 
about  the  inconsiateiicy  of  bibles  and  peculiar  faiths.  , 

The  exorcism  practised  by  the  Roman  church  proves  how  the  scriptures  is  interpreted 
about  Christ's  expelUng  devils.  It  made  a  considerable  part  of  its  superstition,  flj® 
greatest  split  of  the  christian  church  was  into  the  Greek  and  Latin,  with  insuperable 
hatred.  Then  came  the  Roman  and  Protestant  grand  divisions.  All  sectarianism,  a»» 
having  its  essential  elements.  The  original  split  of  Arianism  and  the  orthodox  was 
characterised  with  the  bitterest  animosity,  and  all  this  history  conclusively  proves 
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that  the  ingredients  of  Ioyo  to  neighbors  is  not  entertained,  much  less  of  that  to 
enemies. 

And  is  religion  never  to  rise  in  hierarchies  above  the  base  grovelling  superstition  that 
seeks  to  avail  itself  by  traffic  on  the  rights  of  insulted  and  perverted  mind  ?  Praying  to 
this  woman,  Mary  !  They  might  as  well  pray  to  Venus.  O,  says  the  Protestant,  the 
Roman  faith  is  a  perversion !  Yes,  and  he  contributes  to  the  very  fountain  sources, 
that  condemn  him  as  badly.  What  sort  of  a  bible  and  faith  are  those  that  can  be  per- 
sonated so  long,  and  with  impunity  not  only,  but  great  temporal  honors  ?  The  imposition 
is  not  only  tolerated  by  honest  minds,  but  honored  and  rewarded.  Is  it  not  time  for  the 
world  to  open  its  eyes,  and  give  intellectual  justice  its  due  ? 

What  but  the  spirit  of  sycophancy  of  the  world  upholds  the  pope,  who  excommunicated 
whom  he  anathematized,  and  executed  both  by  his  degraded  inquisitions  ?  ruled  kings 
as  subjects,  and  subjects  as  vassals,  the  vilest.  How  was  the  pope  made,  but  by  that 
usurpation  that  upholds  despots  ?  Was  he  not  created  by  the  kings  of  France,  one  of 
whom,  Charles,  was  made  in  return,  emperor  ?  Charles  decreed  '^  That  his  holiness, 
being  God's  vicar,  could  not  be  subject  to  the  judgment  of  man.*^  This,  above  all,  caused 
Charles  to  be  made  emperor.  A  mutual  smuggling  of  despotism  on  the  world,  that  has 
cost  France  and  Italy  millions  of  lives  !     Where  is  the  end  ? 

Can  high-minded  republicans  tolerate  all  this  ?  Can  they  be  fooled  yet  centuries 
more,  by  the  senseless  and  stupid  assertion  that  they  ought  to  avoid  all  books  but  the 
bible,  the  very  thing  that  has  degraded  the  world  ?  As  bad  as  the  papacy  is,  still  it 
claims  its  whole  authority  from  this  very  book.  Christ  is  the  authority.  They  have 
the  worship  of  saints  and  angels.  In  what  do  the  papists  differ  from  the  Pagans  1  In 
-  more  adroitness  of  policy  !  Peculiar  faith  has  been  made  available  as  practicable,  by 
ambition  and  avarice.  It  has  made  itself  all  things  to  all  men,  in  all  countries.  When 
Rome  could  not  rule  the  world  by  tyranny,  she  has  fooled  a  large  part  of  it  by  sophistry. 
But  for  this,  France  would  have  been  less  bloody  in  her  first  assertion  of  freedom,  and 
less  hostile  to  free  institutions  of  others  in  her  last.  Has  not  the  ambition  of  the  hier- 
archy prompted  it  to  expect  nearly  all  power  to  pass  through  its  folds  ?  Anything  that 
partakes  of  sectarianism,  partakes  of  tne  elements  of  destruction,  and  well  is  it  that 
many  Uiings  are  disconnected  therewith. 

The  church  even  in  this  union,  disjunct  as  it  is,  reflected  back  by  social  relations  and 
moneyed  influence,  has  a  powerful  hold  on  the  world,  by  all  the  aid  of  superstition  and 
sophistry.  What  are  its  influences  from  its  peculiar  union  with  state  in  Europe  ?  The 
people  have  been  bullied  by  the  union  of  church  and  state  in  regard  to  expression  of 
views,  and  dared  not  write,  speak  or  discuss  church  matters  that  were  thus  rendered 
more  sacred  than  truth  or  first  principles,  those  in  power  assuming  for  the  shadow  what 
belonged  to  tlie  substance. 

We  shall  never  be  done  with  the  tyranny  and  despotism  of  hierarchies,  till  we  get 
rid  of  the  hierarchies.  What  are  the  sovereign  people  of  the  world  waiting  for  1  Are 
they  not  yet  satisfied  of  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  category  ?  This  country  is  now  re- 
ceiving the  Portuguese  exiles,  emigrants,  on  account  of  alleged  religious  persecutions. 
Religion  never  persecuted.  There  was  but  little  to  be  gained  by  the  humble  followers 
of  Christ  ?  What  dynasty  has  been  more  powerful  than  that  of  the  priestocracy  ?  Can 
any  one  appreciate  the  benefit  of  clergy  ?  How  many  centuries  ago  has  it  been  in 
England  that  any  man  that  was  "  clericus,**  who  could  read,  but  had  the  benefit  of 
clergy,  and  thus  escaped  the  penalty  of  death,  that  others  who  could  not  read,  found 
guilty  of  similar  offence,  suffered-?  There  was  no  greater  forgery  or  usurpation,  than 
the  ecclesiastical  power.  The  world  can  scarcely  believe  the  false  pretences  of  the 
priestocracy.  There  are  forgeries  everywhere,  not  only  for  the  peculiar  faith,  the 
messiah,  but  of  the  authority  for  the  pontifical  throne  by  the  pretended  donation  of  Con- 
fitantine  to  Sylvester.  Perjury  then  is  the  whole  of  all  peculiar  faiths.  What  is  the 
history  of  some  of  the  popes,  but  the  most  revolting  indignities  on  human  nature  ? 
These  are  some  of  the  chief  sources  of  upholding  this  iniquity.  As  bad  as  the  popes 
were  in  the  crusades,  they  were  worse  in  civil  society.  No  doiibt  the  ecclesiastical 
phalanx  laughed  at  the  chivalry  of  the  world,  as  the  Asiatics  at  the  western  mission- 
aries of  the  present  day,  who  came  to  teach  them  what  their  forefathers  knew  many 
centuries  before,  and  with  whom  the  doctrine  emanated.  Both  have  analogous  faith, 
but  misguided  faith.  The  most  horrible  machinery,  is  the  'papal  fixtures.  The  very 
resurrection  of  science  broke  the  powers  of  the  church-despotism,  especially  of  Rome, 
than  which  none  is  more  tyrannical,  none  more  detestable.  Some  think  more  of  their 
pope  than  God.  Of  the  world  in  mass,  many  aid  and  abet  the  spiritual  imposition. 
What  impiety  is  there  in  transubstantiation  1  What  speculation  and  trade  in  purgatory  ? 
Did  the  Christian  church  trade  in  indulgences  of  vices  and  crimes?  Then  can  the 
world  trust  it  in  any  honorable  sense  ?     She  that  dishonored  the  world,  has  forfeited 
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the  liberty  of  access  to  the  company  of  the  virtuous.     She  vitiated  the  world,  and  cor- 
rupted mankind  !     Where  is  mind  1  asleep  ?    "  The  Church  of  England,  through  their 
bishops  and  clergy,  seconded  by  journals,  are  calling  for  penal  enactments  to  extinguish 
•new  titles  assumed  by  the  Roman  hierarchy." — Washington  Republic. 

To  meet  all  the  abuses  of  peculiar  faiths,  the  world  needs  the  thorough  organization 
of  Monotheism.  What  must  be  the  state  of  doctrines  in  the  hierarchy,  when  the  ordi- 
nation of  the  priestocracy  is  a  forgery  on  religion,  and  the  basest  imposition  on  morals, 
the  world  ?  It  does  not  touch  the  subject  of  religion.  They  have  not  touched  it  at  all, 
and  never  will.  All  is  a  false  mantle.  Pope,  where  are  you,  in  the  position  of  mind  ? 
Insignificant !  You  are  representative  of  peculiar  faith,  that  precludes  religion  !  WiJI 
you,  who  have'  been  educated,  it  is  true,  by  peculiar  education  stand  by  and  see  your 
God  libeled  and  religion  supplanted  by  peculiar  faith  ?  Look  at  the  excitement  and 
commotion  in  England  about  the  hierarchies,  Roman  and. English. 

See  the  pope  and  the  English  peculiar  faith  attempt  to  dwarf  God  and  man,  the 
universe  and  the  world,  feelings  and  principles,  to  one  idea  peculiar  !  What  effrontery 
is  in  clerical  pretensions,  that  are  antagonistical  to  the  sacredness  of  obligations  to 
country  under  the  constitution.  When  was  it  that  clerical  and  priestocracy's  assump- 
tions have  not  prevailed  ?  Are  they  not  as  old  as  the  oldest  despotisms,  of  which  they 
are  part  and  parcel  ?  The  people^s  wrong  is  seen  and  felt  under  the  odious  fanaticism 
of  Moses,  whose  slaughter  of  Korah  and  friends,  the  advocates  of  liberty,  damn  the 
whole  as  the  basest  degradation ! 

The  history  of  hierarchies  proves  that  they  axe  afier  political  capital  and  machinery 
What  are  the  Roman  and  Endish  hierarchies  now  doing  in  Great  Britain  ?  In  the 
most  ardent  competition  for  religion?  Very  clear  of  it  surely.  What  pollution.  Let* 
the  English  and  Roman  churches  contend,  as  these  hierarchies  are  endowed  with  many 
privileges.  What  peculiar  faith  agitation  is  there  between  the  Roman  and  English, 
the  Swiss  Protestant  and  Roman  churches.  See  the  massacre  of  Christians  recently 
in  Turkey,  by  the  Mahommedans.  Peculiar  faith  has  one  universal  sin,  universal 
agitation. 

Whither  can  we  turn  but  the  disaffection  of  hierarchies  and  peculiar  faith  is  world 
diffused  ?  Suppose  the  Methodist  church  had  been  united  to  the  government,  what  sort 
of  split  union,  north  and  south,  by  this  time  should  we  have  had  ?  The  world  ought  to 
look  at  all  these  hostile  feelings  engendered,  and  boding  no  good  at  all.  The  hierarchies 
cannot  keep  themselves  in  order,  how,  then,  can  they  ask  to  regulate  the  world  1  Their 
incapacity  is  wofully  plain. 

The  church  of  Rome  saw  its  head  expelled  ;  of  course  it  was  indebted  to  perverted, 
degraded  mind  for  reinstation.  By  this  time  the  intelligent  and  honest  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  all  this  miserable  complot  against  the  noblest  rights  of  the  world. 

The  potency  of  rational  mind  is  to  rule  the  world,  when  the  last  becomes  elevated 
to  its  proper  dignity  by  rational  education.     All  depends  on  the  whole  sovereign  people. 

Time  has  been  wbien  the  hierarchies  would  have  burnt  authors  at  the  stake  for 
writing  these  sentiments.  Is  that  the  reason  that  the  clergy  have  such  an  ascendancy 
over  the  people^s  minds  ?  That  is  the  deadly  spirit  hostile  to  true  religion,  and  that  , 
destroyed  all  reformation  as  far  as  practicable.  England  is  now  in  a  ferment  about 
peculiar  faith,  that  is,  about  peculiar  power.  Is  not  the  world  always  agitated  by  it? 
There  are  riots  in  England  about  the  two  hierarchies  of  a  most  serious  character,  as 
the  mobs  drove  out  tlie  legal  authorities. 

The  \^ole  frame-work  of  society  of  the  world  has  to  be  remodeled  by  rational  reli- 

fion,  the  only  means  practicable.  We  see  the  effect  of  two  hierarchies  clashing  in 
!ngland,  on  a  subject  the  most  sublimely  lovely  and  attractive  for  the  whole  world, 
but,  taking  the  wrong  view,  they  are  antagonistic  and  driving  to  riots,  and  the  magis- 
tracy and  the  police  before  it.  This  is  on  a  small  scale.  What  would  it  be  now  before 
the  whole  world,  if  coequal  with  the  world's  theatre  ?  What  a  horrid  conflict  of 
mankind  it  would  be.  Are  we  never  to  have  an  end  of  all  this  disgrace  to  mind,  what 
was  conceived  in  fraud,  and  continued  in  infamy? 

The  hierarchy  is  the  mongrel  of  ambition,  peculiar  speculation.  But  they  have  sus- 
tained science,  and  aided  in  the  arts.  Christianity  has  laid  the  world  under  a  debt  of 
gatitude,  to  its  best  promotion  of  science  ?  Did  Christianity  build  the  pyramids  of 
gypt  ?  Those  and  the  embalming  of  the  dead  were  doubtlessly  in  the  hands  of  the 
Egyptian  curators  of  science,  who  represented  the  imperial  and  ecclesiastical  faculty. 
The  people  were  nothing  then,  as  now,  being  vulgar  before  the  pretenders.  But  better 
had  the  world  never  heard  of  them,  than  to  be  reared  at  the  expense  of  mind's  most 
valued  qualities.  Hierarchy  has  reared  a  St.  Peter's  church,  and  its  prototype  of  poly- 
theism in  ancient  Rome  had  reared  many  fine  buildings  to  the  objects  of  its  idolatry 
and  superstition,  enacted  by  collusions. 
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It  is  questionable  whether  ancient  polytheists  did  not  exceed  the  modern,  in  the  mag- 
nificence of  their  temples,  but  all  the  gewgaws  of  peculiar  faith  hierarchy  are  nothing 
before  rational  mind's  duties. 

The  peculiar  faith  of  the  priestocracy  and  hierarchy  robs  the  people  of  their  God- 
gift,  religion,  and  substitutes  the  vilest  pretension  in  its  stead.  The  various  expedients 
of  sophistry  use  with  a  horrid  vengeance  the  proffered  bribes.  Thus  the  world  is 
cheated,  fooled,  swindled  out  of  its  best  life-rights.  It  will  be  the  fairest  for  all  to  say, 
as  I  do  with  pleasure,  my  mind  is  indebted  for  preceding  light  of  mind.  I  go  for  no 
peculiar  faith  or  church,  messiah,  saint,  or  hierarchy,  or  any  of  its  pretensions,  robbed 
of  rational  mind,  but  for  my  country,  mind,  world,  and  God  the  creator,  who  must  be 
exclusively  adored  in  the  sublimity  of  his  unapproachable  unity,  that  stands  out  in  tlie 
boldest  relief,  rebuking  all  man's  devices  into  utter  insignificance.  All  hierarchies,  as 
their  peculiar  faiths,  are  a  curse. 

Let  there  be  any  clique  in  power,  church-hypocrites  q^  hierarchies,  and  there  will  be 
despotism  proportionately  to  the  licentiousness  yielded  by  the  people.  It  is  the  people 
that  are  blockheads  to  permit  any  indulgence  to  any  mortals.  Church-people  of  any 
name  are  degraded  impostors,  if  you  permit  them. 

Rational  mind  is  the  only  thing  that  keeps  them  at  bay.  See  the  fuss  'about 
Charg^  Barton  at  Chili,  made  by  the  Romanist  archbishop,  who  claimed  peculiar 
privileges.  Barton  was  not  of  that  church.  No,  it  is  not  the  peculiar  faith,  if  it  were 
not  for  the  peculiar  power.  A  bigot  never  learns  religion,  nor  ever  forgets  peculiar 
faith. 

Rational  mind  must  speedily  get  rid  of  all  the  world  nuisances.  Have  not  the  hier- 
archies claimed  and  assumed  every  thing  that  sophistry  and  speculation  could  assert, 
the  very  days  of  the  year  ?  What  are  all  worth  to  the  birth-day  of  a  Washington,  or 
the  natal  day  of  a  nation's  liberty  ? 

CHURCH  POWER  PERVERTED :  OPPRESSION  AND  CORRUPTION, 

That  I  have  been  writing  about  all  the  time,  when  I  mention  churches,  that  were  insti- 
tuted in  fraud  and  corruption. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  eight  thousand  non-conformists  died  in  prison.  Sixty 
thousand  suffered  to  the  revolution.  What  corruption  is  that,  when  non-residence  ena- 
bled clergymen  to  receive  emoluments,  without  ever  visiting  their  parishioners. 

*^  An  Irish  bishop,  the  late  bishop  of  Limerick,  Ireland,  lived  abroad  for  the  last  seven 
years, — received  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  dollars  for  doing  none  of  his 
duties  as  a  bishop  ;  and  died  at  last,  leaving  his  cathedral  windows  unglazed." — Southern 
ChrisUan  Advocate, 

Did  ever  the  Spanish  inquisition  luxuriate  in  the  barbarity  of  a  figure  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  that  when  criminals  embraced  it  cut  them  into  frajgments  ? 

'*  The  anabaptists  of  Germany  followed  the  patriarchs  in  polygamy,  sought  to  be  mere 
radicals  in  society,  excited  wars  in  which  perished  one  hundred  thousand  by  the  sword. 
'They  had  visions,  revelations,  and  predictions,  divine  impulses,  and  power  of  working 
miracles." 

These  miscreants  had  as  just  pretensions  thereto  as  any  mortals. 

Do  eleven  bishops  receive  nine  millions  of  dollars  in  Ireland  1  When  millions  of  their 
countrymen  are  in  beggary  ?     Can  rich  men  do  as  much  wrong  as  poor  men  ? 

The  controversies  about  predestination,  Roman  assumption,  and  Protestant  bigotry, 
liave  caused  reckless  bloodshed. 

The  most  horrid  and  bloody  statutes  against  heresy,  as  it  was  called,  have  been 
devised  to  put  down  rational  discussion  and  religion.     All  these  were  of  absolutism. 

What  is  worse  to  individuals,  as  estimated  by  vassal  minds,  than  to  go  forward  with 
conservative  revolution,  with  which  clash  all  the  old  felonious  dynasties  of  usurpation  ? 
The  world  has  to  obviate  much  in  kith  and  clan  intrigue.  The  kith  may  be  bad  enough 
^thoat  the  clan. 

The  church  is  an  enormous  cloak  for  vices,  crimes,  and  misdemeanors.  Organization 
of  society  should  be  such  that  no  order  should  have  too  much  incident  power.  When 
society  is  predicated  on  general  principles,  that  is  protection  enough.  Peculiar  organiza- 
tions are  invasive,  more  of  less,  on  public  rights,  when  the  abuse  of  sectionalism  prevails 
iifi  it  is  seen  all  over  the  world,  under  its  present  organization. 

Church  societies  speak  for  evil,  even  in  opposition  to  important  laws  of  the  land. 
Start  anew  conservative  revolution  on  principles,  and  how  does  the  usurpation  monopoly 
party  meet  it  ?  By  the  most  vulgar  meanness.  They  will  lie,  affirm  anything  but  truta 
to  impede  its  progress ;  even  affirmation  of  derangement  of  mind. 
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Infidels,  Bay  the  usurper  and  monopolist.  Deists,  say  the  priestocracy.  Consign 
them  all  to  perdition,  says  the  bigot.  Kill  them,  says  the  fanatic.  Don't  talk  of  them, 
say  the  vassal.  Don't  read  their  books,  say  most.  Are  they  not  atheists  or  beaihen, 
say  the  superstitious?  They  are  not  orthodox,  says  the  churchman.  Excommunicate 
them,  says  peculiar  faith,  that  poisons  the  morals  and  peace  of  the  world.  Peculiar  faith 
has  invoked  the  strongest  armies.  How  many  millions  to-day  would  perjure  themselTes 
for  it  ?  The  whole  moral  feeling  of  the  world  is  outraged  by  it  There  is  no  limit  to 
its  perversion,  only  by  the  limit  that  mind  legitimately  gives. 

The  Romanists  appropriated  nearly  all  the  days  of  the  year  to  their  pretended  saints. 
Wliat  stuff!  They  appropriated  all  mind's  rights.  The  world  must  know  the  extent 
of  usurpation  and  monopoly.  It  must  get  rid  of  all  its  organic  evils,  resulting  from  the 
organic  perversions  of  mind.  All  this  proves  that  hierarchies  catch  at  strain's.  Some 
affect  to  be  squeamish  about  the  least  things,  as  the  social  accomplishments  of  dancing, 
that  graces  society  with  all  th^  engagements  of  civilization.  Church  bigots  will  do 
this,  and  set  the  world  on  inquisition-iire  ?  Rehgion  and  peculiar  faith.  What  a  diffe> 
rence,  no  matter  the  form  of  the  last — Christianity,  Mormonism,  Mahommedanism,  or 
Judaism.  The  first  exalts  mind  to  its  noblest  capacity,  the  last  degrades  it  to  the  extent 
of  peculiar  views,  involves  all  bad  faith,  and  ruins  as  far  as  depends  on  itself.  Bigotry 
is  brainless,  as  it  is  mindless. 

A  vain,  unprincipled,  avaricious  ambition  will  carry  absolutism  of  autocrats  and 
priestocracy  to  the  greatest  enslavement  of  mind,  in  the  most  sacred  rights. 

When  a  party,  as  the  pope,  is  smuggled  into  power,  he  will  forego  no  unprincipled 
means  to  sustain  that  smuggling.  Who  of  peculiar  faith  is  exempt  from  the  false  pre- 
tences and  crimes  of  that  smuggling.    - 

The  Romanists  and  Episcopalians  are  quarrelling  in  England  yet  for  supremacy  afler 
hundreds  of  years  of  bloody  difficulties,  and  think  it  nothing  to  agitate  the  world  with 
their  senseless  nuisance.  If  they  were  small  petty  pirates  they  would  be  put  down. 
Where  is  the  moral  and  intellectual  power  of  the  world  people  ?  Is  it  still  dreaming  in 
this  land  of  visions  ?  Do  you  feel  interested  in  keeping  the  world  improving,  then  keep 
out  of  war.  Had  the  hierarchy  of  Rome  been  possessed  of  religion,  it  had  no  war 
with  the  Mahommedans  to  advance  any  church  matters.  There  is  an  idea  for  you. 
The  world  to  fight  for  peculiar  faith,  and  call  it  religion ! 

Only  think  of  Trinity  Church  in  New- York  city,  with  her  millions  of  property,  a 
perfect  nonentity  of  faith,  causing  exclusion  of  religion  to  that  extent.  What  a  mon- 
strosity, in  language,  before  the  tribunal  of  rational  mind !  Well  may  many  people  be 
impoverished,  pauperized  by  such  solecisms. 

\Vhat  church  quarrels  and  squabbles,  and  yet  the  church  pledges  are  to  renounce  the 
world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil.  Now,  if  they  were  to  renounce,  as  a  primary  matter, 
all  sectarianism,  that  of  itself  would  be  a  most  valuable  and  efficient  principle.  That 
of  itself  would  negative  all  churches,  and  cause  the  next  revolution  to  renounce  the 
bible. 

As  the  church  pledge  stands,  is  it  less  than  perjury  ?  The  bible  stands  between 
rational  mind  and  its  creator,  assuredly.  I  am  altogether  for  the  God  of  the  universe; 
but  the  bible — Christ  says  he  that  is  not  for  me  is  against  me.  Then  he  puts  himself 
out  of  God's  category,  particularly  as  the  perfect  God  of  the  universe  cannot  possibly 
need  or  require  a  Christ,  as  his  almighty  functions  will  not  begin  to  permit  such  a 
mighty  sacrilege  for  a  moment ;  therefore  this  of  course  is  the  peculiar  christ,  who 
belongs  to  the  peculiar  god  of  the  peculiar  people,  and  none  other  positively  and  con- 
clusively. Now,  the  priestocracy  enact  this  perjury,  and  cause  the  compliant  world 
to  enact  it.  What  an  iniquity !  The  world  was  not  aware  of  what  it  was  doing,  much 
less  how  degraded  the  priestocracy  to  have  it  perpetrated.  All  this  is  the  rickety,  crazy 
priestocracy  patchwork.  But,  say  the  church-people,  I  must  belong  to  the  church. 
That  is  only  an  association,  a  device  of  men.  It  has  no  new  principles  no  more  than 
secret  societies  ;  all  are  sectarianisms,  and  therefore  cannot  be  honorably  endorsed  as 
they  are  self-undermined.  As  the  renouncing  the  bible  is  that  bigot  the  devil,  the  ra- 
tional world  will  have  the  purest  protection.  Any  kind  of  bibles  can  be  made  corres- 
pondent to  peculiar  faiths  ;  hence  renounce  all  of  these,  and  cleave  to  the  sacred  religion 
of  God.  This  leaves  no  remorse,  or  self-reproach  at  the  dying  hour,  when  rational 
mind  can  be  only  sustained  by  monotheism  or  rational  religion. 

But  join  the  church,  and  we  are  under  the  full  protection.  What  good  does  that 
do,  when  it  cannot  prove  its  own  position  or  protect  itself? 

The  church  is  then  an  arrant  impostor.  In  what  respect  is  the  church  then  a  protec- 
tion for  public  morals  1  Were  it  not  for  the  church  or  their  profession,  the  priestocracy 
would  be  intolerable.     That  is  the  very  reason  they  are  so. 
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THE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  ANY  SCRIPTURES. 

'  This  is  the  moat  essential  of  all  positions  of  any  bible,  that  if  properly  sustained  by 
truth,  may  be  the  most  elevated  means  of  faith,  or  if  rejected,  may  be  the  veriest  degra« 
dation  of  contempt. 

If  God  had  written  any  book-bible,  he  would  have  told  the  world  plainly  and  un- 
mistaii:ably  all  about  it,  as  he  has  done  in  his  volumes  of  the  universe,  his  only  book. 
But  as  that  is  axnjply  sufficient,  all  else  is  unnecessary  and  objectionable. 

Man^a  bibles  of  tradition  have  left  most  to  conjecture  and  imposture,  doubt  and  eva- 
sion of  mystery,  where  all  should  have  been  clearly  defined  for  mind  that  is  rational, 
that  above  all  others  rejects  them.  We  must  take  nothing  for  granted,  no  matter  how 
imposing  by  especial  names,  as  the  more  extraordinary  tlie  assertion,  the  more  expe- 
dient, the  more  extraordinary  the  proof. 

Any  one  question  touching  the  authority  of  the  scriptures,  rests  on  the  whole  proof 
of  the  authenticity,  whether  you  understand  them  or  not,  whether  you  affect  mysteries 
or  not,  you  have  to  come  to  this  point,  and  shall  not  evade  the  main  question  of  their 
exposure. 

The  whole  history  of  all  bibles  of  tradition,  is  more  or  less  analogous.  For  a  vast 
duration  of  years  or  time,  the  suns  of  creation  had  ffiven  light  and  heat  to  their  solar 
sy&tereis,  the  mighty  principles  of  the  universe  had  been  conservative  for  their  perma- 
nent functions,  when  a  little  tumult  arose  in  one  of  the  lesser  planets  of  one  of  these 
mighty  solar  systems,  where  man^s  blasphemy  by  mind^s  perversion,  seeking  fatal  ambi- 
tion, sought  to  assail  God's  attributes,  producing  interminable  differences  about  creeds, 
and  false  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  that  then  were  fabricated. 

Blasphemy  makes  nothing  better  than  ambition  fatal.  The  preachers  and  priests, 
the  hierarchists,  seek  to  explain  the  difficulties,  but  they  mystify  the  whole  subject 
more.  Before  they  preach  any  more,  they  should  not  only  prove  their  commission  is 
divine,  not  of  self,  but  their  authority,  and  not  from  sophistry,  but  such  proof  as  will 
suit  the  most  fastidious  court  of  conscience,  and  the  conscience  of  the  most  equitable 
court  of  justice.  But  if  this  tumult  comes  from  the  priests,  preachers  and  hierarchists, 
to  disturb  our  earth  with  their  base  tricks  and  intrigues  of  priestocracy,  what  can  be 
worse  for  them  ?  They  preach  the  patriarchal  and  mediatorial  dispensations,  the  first 
characterized  by  mere  offer  of  blood  on  the  altars,  practiced  by  the  priests  of  Judaism, 
as  a  prototype.  What  was  that  but  the  idolatrous  victimizing  of  a  pastoral  people,  just 
emerging  from  the  second  humble  state  of  society,  one  remove  from  the  hunter  state  ? 
All  this  was  the  work  of  priests,  who  claimed  a  corrupt  machinery  of  prophets  with 
their  miracles  and  mysteries.  The  result  was  another  kind  of  peculiar  faith  added  to 
the  long  list  of  worthless  priest  deceptions,  with  the  falsest  pretences  of  a  peculiar  bible, 
making  a  god  who  owned  only  one  four-cornered  and  flat,  this  earth  that  had  all  the 
rest  of  creation  to  light  it,  and  his  heavens  besides,  so  peculiar  that  he  is  used  by  the 
priestocracy  on  all  necessary  occasions. 

The  last  dispensation,  as  peculiarly  absurd  as  the  first,  indicates  an  offering,  the 
lowest  stale  of  superstition,  the  remission  of  sins  by  the  effusioA  of  Christ's  blood. 
Will  the  effusion  of  Christ's  or  man's  blood  shed  for  his  blasphemy  and  imposition  in 
the  days  that  knew  no  toleration  of  faith  opinions,  be  more  effectual  ? 

But  then  there  is  his  triumphant  resurrection ! 

So  far  from  its  being  proved,  it  is  not  satisfactorily  established  that  his  body  was  in 
the  tomb  on  the  second  day,  or  that  it  was  identified  as  Christ's  or  any  other.  If  his 
resurrection  was  like  all  mortals,  no  more  or  less,  it  was  not  equal  by  this  fable,  as  the 
sonl  is  freed  from  the  body  by  death  that  purifies  it  for  other  existence.  It  is  then 
alien  to  all  earthly  things,  but  of  this,  these  sapient  priestocracies  knew  nothing.  So 
far  from  remaining  three  days,  it  could  not  remain  three  seconds,  for  its  last  breath  signs 
its  passport  for  other  states  of  being  not  cognizable  to  mortal  vision. 

All  the  dispensations  of  peculiar  faith,  by  incarnations  of  Bhudd  or  Christ ;  all  those 
of  superstition,  by  sacrifice  of  blood,  through  the  miserable  subtleties  of  priestocracies, 
the  world  over,  are  obsolete ;  as  mind,  acting  on  mind,  has  exploded  all  such,  adopted 
the  entire  unity  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  meets  what  will  suit  the  present,  discards 
the  errors  of  the  past,  and  improves  for  the  future  ;  pre-eminently  meeting  all  just  points, 
by  sweeping  away  the  rubbish  of  the  ancients,  and  vindicating  the  comprehension  of  en-> 
lightened  mind. 

The  world  will  thus  best  see  that  all  rational  beings  must  have  religion,  but  not  su- 
persthioQ,  certainly  not  blasphemy. 

The  teachers  of  the  scriptures  think  that  good  souls  stay  till  judgment  in  a  place  ap- 
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propria te,  and  then  depart  to  their  heaven,  while  they  place  the  had  souls  in  appropriate 
punishment,  and  then  m  hell. 

Then  can  there  be  any  final  jud^rment,  if  the  universe  is  inexhaustible  and  indestructi- 
ble, as  philosophy  seems  best  to  teach  ?  What  knew  the  ancient  mythologists,  only 
mythologists,  the  best  of  any  faith,  in  their  utter  ignorance  of  a  universe  that  pre- 
eminently displays  God*s  unbounded  creative  and  preservative  power  and  attributes? 

Can  you  burn  the  earth  or  dissolve  it,  to  nonentity  and  annihilation  ?  As  you  can- 
not, by  all  the  principles  of  philosophy,  beyond  which  your  finite  mind  cannot  pretend 
to  travel,  extinguish  this  globe,  much  less  place  it  beyond  its  sphere  of  action  and  func- 
tions, that  ever  protect  it,  otherwise  you  then  encroach  oir  other  spaces,  spheres,  and 
appropriate  functions— of  course,  then,  this  universe,  of  which  this  earth  is  part  essen- 
tial, has  its  eternal  conservative,  not  destructive  principles ;  the  elements  of  its  destrac- 
tion  being  counteracted  by  those  of  conservation. 

To  suppose  universal  destruction,  supposes  blasphemy,  in  libel  of  God^s  imbecility. 
God^s  universe  goes  elsewhere,  to  others,  if  possible,  when  his  character  is  imperfect 
and  lost.  What  absurdity,  and  how  idle,  to  cause  fear  among  the  credulous  weak- 
minded,  in  regard  to  destruction  of  individual  worlds.  Look  again,  astronomers,  and 
correct  your  reckonings,  ere  you  assert  the  destruction  of  worlds.  No  doubt,  the 
spheres  are  there,  that  impiety^ to  protect  false  bibles,  removed,  but  you  cannot  see  them 
tul  you  know  their  orbits  and  their  revolutions. 

None  but€Jod  knows  or  manages  the  preservation  of  all  creation.  It  is  his  glory 
and  feeling  to  manage  it  universally  to  the  best,  and  that  forever. 

How  insignificantly  low  are  those  who  affected  to  know  all  about  God,  yet  only  know 
a  little  of  the  four  corners  of  this  spheroid,  which  was  with  these  sapient  characters 
the  most  of  creation,  after  their  heavens?  Mind  had  to  know  the  principle  and  the  ex- 
tent of  creation  in  the  universe,  before  assuming  to  be  able  to  decide  on  covenants,  dis- 
pensations, circumcisions,  and  messiahships.  Silence,  most  foolish  priestocracy,  and 
assume  no  more  before  the  world  that  you  are  wise. 

But  you  think  it  ungodly  to  impeach  the  bibles  of  tradition.  You  do  not  understand 
the  subject,  as  proof  will  disclose  the  reverse. 

We  know,  not  think  it  ungodly,,to  impeach  God's  bible.  Which  is  that  ?  The  vol- 
umes of  creation,  of  the  universe.  If  that  stand,  as  it  must  and  will  forever,  it  is  un- 
godly to  license  those  of  peculiar  faith  ;  that  libels  God's  most  outrageously,  and  mind 
continually.  The  pulpit  priestocracy  affect  that  we  cannot  ever  reach  the  idea  of  God 
without  their  peculiar  bibles.  Their  peculiar  bibles  only  give  their  peculiar  gods,  not 
the  universal  God  of  nature,  and  that  nature  alone  points  to.  The  hand  of  freedom  has 
never  touched  this  paramount  subject. 

All  the  solar  systems  have  harmony  for  themselves,  and  adaptation  for  the  universe, 
all  in  abeyance  to  the  Almighty  Ruler. 

The  question  of  peculiar  bible  pretension  to  authenticity,  does  not  admit  of  proof 
that  can  be  only  more  or  less  ingeniously,  not  more  truthfully  handled.  ,If  a  bank-note 
is  presented  us,  we  would  require  proof  of  its  authenticity,  before  its  currency  could  be 
established.  Have  we  any  documents  to  prove,  that  there  have  been  no  material  alter- 
ations and  additions  to  the  Scriptures  ?  Let  us  have  this  paramount  question  of  reli- 
gion settled. 

Give  the  bible  advocates  all  that  belongs  to  them.  Are  all  the  prophecies  above  sus- 
picion for  purity  of  authority  prior  to,  and  during  all  time  to  the  present  ?  Are  any  of 
the  books  of  the  bible  cotemporary  with  their  record  of  events  ?  It  is  well  known,  that 
of  the  gospels  do  not  begin  to  be.     The  solution  is  answered  in  Constantine. 

What  was  the  Council  of  Nice  for  ?  All  to  smuggle  bible  felony  on  a  too  confiding 
world. 

No  event,  no  incident  of  the  bible,  but  mere  matters  of  history  that  are  history  only, 
can  be  reasoned  on  as  fact,  till  proved  as  fact,  which  has  not  been  done,  since  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  Scriptures  is  now  asked  for  most  sincerely. 

Aie  there  not  bribed  writers  to  a  large  number,  under  government  of  church  and 
state  ?  Is  not  that  a  corrupt  influence  that  results  from  promises,  or  extorted  by  threats 
and  prescriptive  monopoly  ? 

Europe  and  Asia,  have  enough  of  them. 

The  very  first  covenant  was  sectarianism,  that  kills  all  peculiar  bibles  at  the  bare 
hiention.     IIow  could  God  be  the  author  of  self-antagonism  ? 

The  priestocracy  made  all  sectarianism,  that  is  incompatible  with  all  the  necessar>' 
dignity  in  action  on  principle.  None  but  the  exclusive  unity  of  God,  excludes  incom- 
patibles. 

The  accompanying  proof  of  the  whole  book,  disproves  its  biblical  character  for  truth 
and  honesty. 
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The  discrepances  of  the  bibles  in  peculiar  faith,  prove  them  men's  works  for  man's 
pretences.  The  authenticity  of  such  scriptures  is  asserted,  not  proved.  It  cannot  be 
satisfactorily  proved.  The  world  must  know  this.  It  requires  so])histry,  special  plead- 
ine,  to  establish  the  second  covenant  on  the  first,  or  both  on  truth.  While  the  peculiar 
Jewish  dispensation  was  being  enacted  for  twenty-five  centuries  as  claimed,  what 
became  of  the  excess  of  the  world  not  in  the  pretended  pale  1  Did  the  God  of  the 
universe  and  universal  justice  permit  this  injustice,  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  world 
for  twenty-five  centuries  should  be  excluded  the  light  of  his  countenance  and  protection, 
for  the  sake  of  a  most  contemptible  clique  of  fanatics  and  a  contemptible  peculiar 
faith,  that  ruined  its  followers  and  enslaved  its  advocates  1  The  last  in  point  of  num- 
bers sinks  below  insignificance  with  the  first  vast  amount,  as  bad  as  peculiar  faith  sinks 
below  rational  religion. 

Wlience  could  we  obtain  pure  records  of  the  authenticity  of  any  bible  of  tradition  ? 
From  the  sworn  adherents  of  false  pretences,  perjury  1  Was  it  at  the  city  of  Jerusa- 
lem with  the  high  priesthood,  that  was  bought  by  the  highest  bidder,  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes  ?  As  to  the  world's  peculiar  revelation,  what  else  have  we  than  that  of 
[peculiar  faith,  which  possibly  can  be  of  any  national  or  world  interest,  when  the  very 
elements  or  commencement  of  all,  at  once  destroy  all  pretensions  to  the  truth  and 
correct  religion  of  God,  who  has  vouchsafed  the  only  one  by  his  creation-records. 

The  best  preacher  may  preach  all  his  lifetime  on  the  authenticity  of  all  peculiar  tra- 
ditional bibles  or  scriptures,  and  he  will  be  no  nearer  the  proof  than  when  he  commenced. 
His  whole  lifetime  will  be  thrown  away,  on  the  basest  soul-prostitution. 

The  Scripture  oracles  had  more  sophistry  than  the  Pagan  !  Those  of  Daniel  have 
puzzled  all  the  learned  sophists,  and  made  them  greater  sophists. 

You  give  me  an  introduction  to  the  bible,  as  the  word  of  God.  As  an  honest  man 
you  cannot  wish  to  palm  this  on  me,  therefore,  prove  it.  You  cannot  do  it,  and  as  a 
just,  ;;ood,  and  true  citizen,  you  are  bound  to  discard  all  such  stuff  forever. 

Judaism  was  a  polity  of  union  of  church  and  state,  enough  to  induce  all  zealous  co- 
operators*  to  advance  for  its  support.  Its  prophets  lie,  one  after  another,  and  thus 
endorse  each  other.  Let  us  examine  Charles  Buck's  testimony  as  to  the  purity  of  the 
scriptures,  on  the  article  '*Septuagint  Chronology,  the  chronology  which  is  formed 
from  the  dates  and  periods  of  time  mentioned  in  the  Septuagint  translation  of  the  Old 
Testament.  It  reckons  fifteen  hundred  years  more  from  the  creation  to  Abraham  than 
the  Hebrew  bible.  Dr.  Kennicott,  in  the  dissertation  prefixed  to  his  Hebrew  bible, 
has  shown  it  to  be  very  probable  that  the  chronology  of  the  Hebrew  scriptures,  since 
the  period  just  mentioned,  was  corrupted  by  the  Jews  between  the  years  175  and  200  ; 
and  that  the  chronology  of  the  Septuagint  is  more  agreeable  to  truth.  It  is  a  fact,  that 
during  the  second  and  third  centuries,  the  Hebrew  scriptures  were  almost  entirely  in 
the  hands  of  the  Jews,  while  the  Septuagint  was  confined  to  the  Christians.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  reason  which  is  ^iyen  b^  oriental  writers  ;  it  being  a  very  ancient  tradi- 
tion that  messiah  was  to  come  m  the  sixth  chiliad,  because  he  was  to  come  in  the  last 
days,  (founded  on  a  mystical  application  of  the  six  days^  creation,)  the  contrivance  was 
to  shorten  the  age  of  the  world  from  about  5500  to  3760;  and  thence  to  prove  that 
Jesus  could  not  1^  the  messiah.  Dr.  Kennicott  adds,  that  some  Hebrew  copies,  having 
the  larger  chronology,  were  extant  till  tlie  time  of  Eusebius,  and  some  till  the  yeai 
700."  Again,  in  the  article  11.  Bible,  history  of—"  Prideaux  is  of  opinion  that  Ezra 
made  additions  in  several  parts  of  the  bible,  where  any  thing  appeared  necessary  for 
illustrating,  connecting  or  completing  the  work.^^  But  others  must  have  done  some- 
thing besides,  as  ^  Makchi,  for  instance,  could  not  be  put  in  the  bible  by  him,  since  that 
prophet  is  allowed  to  have  lived  after  Ezra  ;  nor  could  Nchcmiah  be  there,  since  that 
book  mentions  (chap.  xii.  v.  22)  Jaddua  as  high  priest,  and  Darius  Codomanus  as  king 
of  Persia,  who  were  at  least  a  hundred  years  later  than  Ezra."  "  The  Jews,  at  first, 
were  very  reserved  in  communicating  their  scriptures  to  strangers ;  despising  and 
shooning  the  gentiles,  they  would  not  disclose  to  them  any  of  the  treasures  concealed 
in  the  bible.  We  may  aad,  that  the  people  bordering  on  the  Jews,  as  the  Egyptians, 
Phenicians,  Arabs,  &c.,  were  not  very  curious  to  know  the  laws  or  history  of  the  peo- 
ple, whom,  in  their  turn,  they  bated  and  despised.  Their  first  acquaintance  with  these 
books  was  not  till  after  the  several  captivities  of  the  Jews,  when  the  singularity  of  the 
Hebrew  laws  and  ceremonies  induced  several  to  desire  a  more  particular  knowledge  of 
them.  Josephus  seems  surprised  to  find  such  slight  footsteps  of  the  scripture  history 
interspersed  in  the  Egyptian,  Chaldean,  Phoenician  and  Grecian  history,  and  accounts 
for  it  hence ;  that  the  sacred  books  were  not  as  yet  translated  into  Greek,  or  other 
languages,  and  consequently  not  known  to  the  writers  of  those  nations.  The  first 
vpraion  of  the  bible  was  that  of  the  Septuagint  into  Greek,  by  order  of  that  patron  of 
literature,  Ptolemy  PhiladelphnSy  though  some  maintain  that  the  whole  was  not  then 
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translated,  but  only  the  pentateuch ;  between  which,  and  the  other  books  in  the  Soptua- 
gint  version,  the  critics  find  a  great  diversity  in  point  of  style  and  expression,  as  well  at^ 
accuracy."  Here  is  a  curious  episode  upon  the  bible  :  '*  IV.  Bible,  rejected  books  of. 
— The  apocryphal  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  according  to  the  Romanists,  are  ilm 
books,"  &c.  "  The  apocryphal  books  of  the  New  Testament  are  (among  othrij^) 
several  spurious  gospels,"  &c.  Under  the  article  of  Priest — "  This  divine  appoint- 
ment (priesthood)  was  observed  with  considerable  accuracy  till  the  Jews  fell  under  tlio 
dominion  of  the  Romans,  and  had  their  faith  corrupted  by  a  false  philosophy.  Then, 
indeed,  the  high-priestiiood  was  sometimes  set  up  to  sale,  and,  instead  of  continuing  for 
life,  as  it  ought  to  have  done,  it  seems,  from  some  passages  in  the  New  Testament,  to 
have  been  nothing  more  than  an  annual  office." 

Buck  says  "  the  Hebrew  copy  of  the  bible,  which  we  Christians,  for  good  reasonp, 
consider  as  the  most  authentic,  dates  the  creation  of  the  world  3,944  years  before  the 
Christian  era.  The  Samaritan  bible,  again  fixes  the  era  of  the  creation  4,305  ycara 
before  the  birth  of  Christ.  And  the  Greek  translation,  known  by  the  name  of  tlie  scp- 
tuagint  version  of  the  bible,  gives  6,270,  as  the  number  of  the  years  which  intervened 
between  these  two  periods,"  &c.  When  we  deny  the  authenticity  of  the  scripturps, 
we  deny  man's  assertions  and  advocacy,  whilst  we  desire  to  hear  all  of  God's,  that  has 
not  been  revealed. 

So  peculiar  was  the  God  of  Israel,  that  they  preferred  images  to  him !  Why  was 
he  called  emphatically  the  God  of  Israel,  if  he  was  not  their  peculiar  God  ? 

The  bible  at  the  bottom  of  the  priestocracy  machinery,  has  no  sincerity,  but  vas 
made  to  swindle  the  people,  most  clearly  so.  Moses  was  the  chief  of  swindlers,  and 
so  are  all  the  world  peculiar  faith  priestocracy.  They  are  the  most  base,  claiminjr  to 
govern  the  people  by  pious  frauds,  as  if  frauds  were  not  felonious,  coming  from  the 
priestocracy.     The  bible  brings  about  the  inquisitions,  as  part  of  government. 

None  can  support  the  bible  of  peculiar  faith,  on  any  just  or  conservative  principle. 
Such  bible  has  no  principle  ;  it  is  unprincipled.  What  must  be  its  advocates?  (uul 
repented  that  he  had  made  man  :  he  then  had  no  fore-knowledge  ?  What  a  libel.  The 
people  of  America  and  the  world,  ought  to  make  the  preachers  prove  that  the  bible  is 
the  word  of  God,  else  stop  and  silence  them  as  circulators  of  false,  base  and  igiioi'le 
coin,  for  which  they  should  be  held  responsible  t6  the  highest  laws,  justice  of  mind,  in 
the  deepest  penalties.  They  are  the  alloy-mongers,  the  hoary  sinners  of  mankind. 
Bible,  is  it,  the  world  needs  ?  Anything  else  than  peculiar  faith  bibles.  But  we  truly 
need  a  bible  to  protect  us  from  the  invasion  of  all  peculiar  faith  bibles  that  outrage  all 
that  is  decent  in  mind,  and  influence  its  worst  animal  passions.  Under  the  pretended 
protection  of  any  peculiar  faith  bible,  you  are  under  the  peculiar  organization  of  \u 
clergy,  its  priestocracy,  and  out  of  tlie  pale  as  far  as  that  can  make  it,  of  the  conserva- 
tive principles  of  God.  You  ask  for  protection.  You  can  get  none  more  uniform  than 
principles,  that  bespeak  all  that  can  be  insured  of  Go^,  the  most  potential.  No  peculiar 
bibles,  and  they  of  tradition  are  all  in  this  category  by  their  author's  defined  position 
and  admission,  can  stand  before  rational  mind.  What  a  libel  on  God,  w»hen  the  bible 
affirms  that  sin  penetrated  to  his  holy  centre.  That  implies  that  God  is  not  perfect, 
but  as  the  Jews  and  Jew  Christians  were  only  acquainted  by  their  confession  with  their 
very  peculiar  faith  god,  who  of  course  is  imperfect,  they  are  estopped  from  any  just 
claims  on  him  of  the  universe.  As  they  have  drawn  the  distinction,  let  them  positively 
abide  their  own  lines  of  demarcation.  Is  a  lie  any  less  because  it  is  in  a  book  called 
the  bible,  the  assumed  holy  word  of  God  ?  Is  the  infamous  swindling  of  the  priestoc- 
racy any  less  because  their  blasphemy  has  brought  it  about  1 

The  bible,  as  interpreted  by  peculiar  faith  advocates,  caused  expeditions  of  cnisadcs 
against  the  holders  of  the  soil  of  citizens  not  initiated  into  bible  mysteries,  but  shaming 
the  bible-butchers  by  the  highest  of  all  faiths,  their  best  attainable  belief  of  the  great  spirit. 
The  world  could  never  have  had  toleration  from  bible  bigots,  if  mind  had  not  become 
rational  and  intervened.  Can  any  intelligent  freeman,  American,  stop  half-way  in  the 
mighty  problem  of  mind,  that  his' illustrious  forefathers  of  '76  solved  to  attainment  of 
the  real  free  platform  of  independent  freedom  of  action  in  the  noblest  solution  1  *Sh'»ll 
he  act  as  tory  for  all  this  peculiar  bible  system,  whether  Druid  or  Pagan,  Christian, 
Jew  or  Mahometan,  was  to  govern  the  sovereign  people  blindly  with  tne  vilest  of  all 
machinery. 

Take  all  your  pecnliar  bibles,  that  prove  not  only  the  worst  of  ignorance,  but  the 
most  reckless  bigotry  respecting  mind,  God,  the  principles  of  the  universe.  Are  these 
the  petty  trifles,  most  noxious,  to  teach  mind  what  their  authors  did  not  know  them- 
selves *  Are  the  moderns  so  stupid  as  to  put  such  dangerous  poisons  into  the  hands  of 
ingenuous  youth  ?  Of  all  sophistries,  that  of  the  priestocracy  is  the  worst,  because  their 
ignorance  of  science  and  philosophy,  God-given  aids  to  rational  mind,  is  the  most  stupid. 
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*rhe  hibfe  makes  its  god  successfully  rivalled  by  the  spirit  of  evil  in  seduction  of  man- 
kind, and  then  makes  tlie  priestocracy  not  only  the  privy  councillor,  but  the  predominant 
spirit  in  that  council. 

ir  ever  there  could  be  more  infatuation  in  fanatical  stupidity  and  blasphemy,  it  is  in  the 
blind  idolatry  of  the  modems  in  adopting  and  sustaining  all,  after  mind-light  is  on  the 
world-horizon.  Well,  I  make  war  upon  the  bible.  But  do  I  go  for  religion  ?  That  is 
a  different  thing ;  the  bible  and  its  priestocracy  are  in  collusion  against  that. 

Constantine  and  the  priestocracy,  a  potent  imperial  power,  were  in  collusion  to  sus- 
tain the  bible,  a  detestable  world-crime.  The  priestocracy  used  sophistry, — impious, 
blasphemous  sophistry.  Constantine  employed  brute  force,  or  all  its  malign  influence. 
Hee  the  result  of  the  council  of  Nic«.  Arius  was  banished.  That  was  no  display  of 
armed  potency  ?  Thus  absolutism  of  despots  and  priestocracies  have  despoiled  mind, 
crushed  and  ruined  it  Leave  all  the  juggling  Constantines,  and  ignoble  toady  clan  of 
priestocracy.  It  is  not  bibles  of  tradition,  but  light  of  mind  most  rational,  that  you  need, 
prove  yourself  worthy  of  it.  The  old  plan,  ancient  toryism,  of  looking  to  names  is  most 
<langerou8.  What  is  there  in  the  name  of  bible  that  is  efficient  1  One  conservative 
principle  of  God  is  worth  all  the  word  of  peculiar  bibles,  that  of  Christ^s,  who^  as  well 
as  followers,  are  disorganizers  of  the  world  stamp.  All  that  the  bible  says  and  does 
represents  the  priestocracy  saying,  doing,  and  acting.  The  disciples,  rather  their 
puppet  ministers  the  priestocracy,  had  no  qualification  to  prove  their  bibles  the  word  of 
Cvod.  I  give  credit  for  good  intentions  of  millions;  but  when  priestocracy  ^s  bibles  are 
advanced  or  called  the  word  of  God,  then  a  libel  is  declared.  Positively  if  the  whole 
world  were  to  speak  on  the  present  position  of  bibles,  all  would  would  avail  nothing. 
Ciod  has  so  fixed  it  that  he  is  self-proved  as  created,  and  all  that  puny  man  can  do  is 
nothing  to  the  contrary. .  But  you  affect  to  think  that  I  would  not  believe  though  one 
rose  from  the  dead. 

I  believe  the  only  credible  witness,  the  whole  universe,  the  result  of  causation,  in  the 
conservative  principles  of  cause  and  effect,  and  that  bespeaks  a  Supreme  Majesty  in 
unspeakable  sublimity,  for  they  rule  out  all  messiahs  and  their  pretended  witnesses. 
This  is  the  nature  of  God's  evidence.  Now,  what  is  the  nature  of  man^s  ?  lie  asks 
rredence  in  his  bibles.  Who  niakes  them?  The  printer,  man.  Who  wrote  them? 
Of  course,  roan.  What  did  he  write  them  for?  For  truth  ?  All  the  universe  rebukes 
that,  as  a  false  pretence.  Then  he  wrote  them  for  bad  purposes.  Did  God  ask  man 
to  do  this  ?  No,  in  truth.  God  had  no  need  of  them,  as  his  are  eternal  in  the  universe, 
that  requires  no  translation.    God  requires  no  aid  of  bod  men. 

There  is  no  fulcrum  for  all  the  adherents  in  peculiar  bibles.     All  are  heresies  to  God, 
palmed  on  the  people.     The  poor  old  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  cannot  define  who  God  of 
the  universe  is,  whom  they  defame  and  libel  from  first  to  last.      The  old  bible  gives  no 
honorable  code  to  the  world,  but  debases  mind  and  outrages  its  rights. 
Who  had  the  handling  of  the  bibles?     The  priestocracy. 

That  is  enough.  The  first  devised,  the  subsequent  endorse ;  all  false.  Moses*  books 
were  lost,  and  others  were  found,  and  of  course  fabricated.  How  many  thousand  edi- 
tions of  peculiar  faith,  all  analogous,  have  been  published  to  the  world  ?  That  subject 
was  handled  for  many  ages  by  Uie  priestocracy.  Various  dispensations  were  needed  to 
the  after-thoughts  of  mankind,  and  various  book  editions  were  expedient.  The  priest- 
ocracy, that  could  commence  the  holy  fictions,  could  do  the  balance.  But  the  bible  is 
the  subject.  That  is  only  a  book — if  superior,  it  should  be  proved,  or  the  assertors  are 
impostors.  It  impeaches  itself,  as  a  decided  imposture,  and  all  its  advocates  are  neces- 
sarily in  that  category,  whether  ignorantly  or  wilfully,  their  persistence  will  prove.  All 
|)eculiar  bible  advocates  are  impeached,  when  their  bible  cannot  defeat  its  own  impeach- 
ment. Their  bible  does  not  apply  in  morals,  but  violates,  with  the  deepest  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  a  murderous  policy,  the  highest  interests  of  the  whole  world.  Its  petty 
details  cannot  be  received,  as  only  the  comprehensive  bearing  of  all  questions  in  the 
universe,  world-wide,  and  truth  sustained,  can  be  entertained.  As  free  and  intelligent 
Americans,  invite  all  that  are  stupid  enough,  in  peculiar  faith,  to  affect  that  is  the  way, 
to  prove  in  the  pulpit  the  authenticity,  and  to  retire,  as  they  will  have  to  do,  on  incom- 
petency to  prove  it,  on  its  inherent  incapacity.  The  game  of  absolutism  is  the  deepest 
on  earth,  for  perversion  and  peculiar  privileges,  usurpation  and  monopoly,  that  excite 
the  deepest  perjury — ^the  most  iniquitous  felony,  the  basest  blasphemy.  Nothing  is 
t(x>  sacred  for  its  vulgar  pretences.  Bibles  are  its  cards,  and  priestocracies  are  its 
gamblers. 

Well  could  Milton,  an  adherent  of  such,  write  of  paradise  lost.  A  universe  regained 
was  beyond  the  vision  of  these  mongers,  as  the  noblest  triumph  of  mind  yet  to  be  cele- 
brated. How  these  priestocracies  play  into  each  other's  hands.  If  the  bibles  of  any 
pecidiar  faith  be  assumed  to  be  God's,  they  are  blasphemously  false,  as  the  universe 
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f  resents  his  cxhaustlcss  volumes,  that  cannot  he  supplanted  by  man^s  words  or  bookp, 
f  they  affect  to  be  those  of  mindt  they  are  ignominiuusly  ana  wickedly  false,  as  thev 
supersede  mind's  function,  reason,  for  fictitious  faith.  Do  you,  peculiar  faith  infidel, 
unfaithfully  deny  the  bible  of  your  God  Creator,  for  the  peculiar  bible  of  any  peculiar 
set  of  liars,  false  teachers,  world-impostors,  known  and  proved,  conclusively  demon- 
strated to  be  such  ? 

This  bible-fanaticism  spreads  all  over  the  social,  political,  civil,  and  rational  world 
circles.  Monopoly  and  usurpation,  with  their  hideous  monstrosities,  overwhelm  mind, 
and  assault  all  improvements  in  religion  and  philosophical  science. 

Do  not  deform  society  by  such  outrageous  bibles  or  codes,  of  ignorant  barbarians. 
The  world  does  not  need  or  want  the  Jew  codes  or  institutions,  and  the  stupid  priestoc- 
racy  ought  to  have  seen  that  long  ago,  at  first,  if  their  senses  had  not  been  stupidly  and 
ignobly  in  their  pockets. 

All  peculiar  bibles  have  no  principles,  but  have  innovations  thereon.  And  all  this 
fuss  about  bibles,  of  Jew,  Christian,  and  other  peculiar  faiths,  has  been  made  by  the 
tory-world  absolutists,  kings,  autocrats,  emperors,  priestocracies,  and  all  their  minions, 
when  rational  mind  could  have  been  credited  for  the  eternal  principles  of  illustrious 
God-given  religion,  the  consummation. 

Superiority  of  the  ancients  is  it,  when  the  servants  of  modern  science  were  the  gods 
of  the  ancients !  Think  of  that,  ye  blasphemous  priestocracy.  Had  the  ancients  in 
their  barbarism  any  solution  of  complex  ideas  ?  What  are  all  their  abstruse  metaphy- 
sics worth,  when  it  confounds  the  blockheads  in  their  folly,  and  confuses  the  confusion 
worse  confounded? 

They  had  but  little  correct  data,  and  of  course  could  not  reason  rationally,  from  want 
of  rational  data.  Their  compounds  were  oflen  false,  and  their  simples  untrue.  Ought 
this  perverted  bible  to  be  in  the  hands  of  any  person,  children  especialiv  1 

And  aft^r  all,  are  all  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  the  felonious  mock  pretensions  of 
this  world^s  government,  by  kings  and  priests,  by  which  mind  has  been  bullied  or  de- 
frauded, through  world's  sophistry,  fit  for  free  minds  1 

The  very  day  that  the  world  banishes  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  it  advances  one 
half  in  civilization  and  religion  ;  mind  then  becomes  faithful  to  itself,  its  best  charge, 
and  acts  in  the  best  good  faith  to  God  and  man. 

If  the  bible  was  put  down,  society  would  not  be  resolved  into  its  original  elements, 
but  will  be  elevated  on  the  noble  sublime  platform  of  religion. 

Train  up  a  child  only  in  the  way  that  is  rational,  thereK)re  never  give  it  the  fanatical 
Jew  bible,  or  the  peculiar  faiths  of  collusion  therein. 

All  that  is  sought  to  be  done  by  bibles,  the  world  has  to  resort  to  mind  for  one  way 
or  another.  Of  the  so-called  bible  :  here  is  a  book.  Does  the  world  know  what  it  is* 
by  any  one  exclusively  of  its  five  senses  intrinsically  ? 

If  it  did,  that  book  is  peculiar  and  has  peculiar  claims.  If  it  did  not,  then  that  book 
is  like  other  books,  and  submits  to  mind  that  concentrates  the  five  senses,  all  in  abey- 
ance to  its  reason,  not  to  faith,  which  is  absurd.  Here  then  the  question  is  positive, 
and  conclusively  settled,  decided.  Here  is  conclusive  demonstration,  that  ends  the 
whole  matter  at  once  and  forever.  It  is  idle,  it  is  most  dishonest,  for  any  advocates  to 
affect  a  single  idea  further.  They  are  mastered  and  exposed ;  they  have  to  yield  the 
question. 

I  mean  all  the  peculiar  faith  people  of  the  whole  world.  The  world  must  not  suffer 
any  longer  by  the  miserable  contingencies  of  peculiar  faith,  that  gives  its  contingent 
doctrines  and  no  conservative  principles ;  hence  the  world  is  cut  up  into  its  petty  fac- 
tions and  sectional  differences,  without  any  standard  of  unity  and  proper  execution  of 
the  proper  actions  for  mankind. 

If  this  book  had  been  peculiarly  a  world-book,  then  it  had  originated  a  world-faith, 
but  as  a  miserable  failure  of  one  exists,  the  other^  the  balance  of  the  failure,  must 
follow.  The  world  has  to  yield  all  such  bibles  and  their  priestocracy,  or  never  talk  of 
religion  more,  as  it  is  not  peculiar. 

The  advocates  have  to  abandon  language  or  truth,  honesty,  honor.  The  present  ago 
of  civilization  cannot  permit  the  bible  of  peculiar  faith  to  trade  on  the  capital  of  religion, 
a  higher  theme.  The  height  of  refinea  civilization  is  to  know  how  to  discard  all  ex- 
ploded errors,  and  not  retain  them  too  long,  no  matter  how  valuable  they  may  have  been 
considered.  But  the  world's  notions  differ  essentially,  as  the  component  parts  have 
been  raised  differently ;  but  notions  hii\e  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  that  looks  at 
the  most  solemn  facts.  All  principles  are  the  same  to  all  rational  minds.  I  grant 
you  that  your  bible  is  peculiar,  which  you  could  not  give  any  rational  mind.  It  is  not 
conventional  matters  ol  society,  but  the  mighty  organs  of  it  that  are  under  considera- 
tion.   Of  cottrse  the  people  of  the  peculiar  bible  are  peculiar,  and  their  God  is  peculiv. 
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Xheir  "^whole  creation  is  peculiar.  But  it  lays  claim,  unjustly,  to  more.  What,  religion  ? 
No,  sir,  you  were  estopped  at  peculiar  faith.  There  can  lye  no  peculiar  religion  ;  that 
is  a  solecism  in  this  universe.  Religion  belongs  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  of 
course  is  universal,  intended  for  all  rational  nunds  or  beings  in  that  universe,  on  universal 
not  peculiar  principles.     Nothing,  then,  can  be  more  universal  than  religion, 

I  ^'ill  credit  the  motives  of  some,  that  they  aimed  at  religion,  if  they  aimed  at 
rationality,  truth  and  their  language.  But  I  must  not  say  anything  against  this  bible. 
There  you  do  not  defend  religion,  mind,  nor  the  God  of  the  universe,  when  you  oppose 
my  position.  Do  away  witli  all  fool  bibles  as  nuisances.  Let  there  be  wise  organic 
lews,  to  put  down  all  nuisances  by  all-wise  institutions,  superseding  them  by  rational 
toleration,  but  by  superseding  their  use.  We  must  abate  such,  by  the  wisest  rational 
substitution.  What  shall  the  world  do  for  a  universal  code  ?  One  that  all  will  adopt, 
none  rational  can  refuse,  that  will  put  to  scorn  the  atheist  or  polytheist,  who  refuses  to 
put  away  the  gods  and  imager  of  their  idolatiy,  and  cause  all  to  acknowledge  what  is 
light.  The  world  can  refer  to  the  same  inspiration  of  religion,  of  rational  mind,  and 
adopt  the  unity  of  God  for  the  standard. 

Many  ancients  were  atheists  because  they  did  not  know  by  science  the  universe,  or 
■were  pol3'theLsts  because  that  little  was  perverted.  The  bible  shows  perverted  astron- 
omy, peculiar  characteristics,  the  inspirations  of 'ignorance.  The  ancient  and  modern 
«opliists  pervert  language  and  ideas,  make  bible  heresies  all  over.  Monotlieism  allows 
Ood  to  create  himself,  and  recognises  his  documents  through  his  universe,  cause,  and 
effect.  Polytheism  creates  gods  of  her  own,  and  atheism  supersedes  God  of  nature  by 
nature,  putting  most  absurdly  the  effect  for  the  cause.  But  you  suppose  that  it  was  all 
right  b}'  the  bible-makers,  that  they  did  not  show  the  hand  of  their  game  in  any  of  their 
councils  composed  of  priestocracy  and  absolutism,  the  one  to  conceive,  and  the  other 
to  enforce  ? 

In  analyzing  character,  do  you  suppose  that  such  pirates  on  mind  can  compare  with 
yours,  raised  to  rational  standard  of  conscience  ?  Do  you  think  that  the  priestocracy 
who  have  a  peculiar  standard,  can  compare  with  the  universal  standard  ? 

The  whole  world  may  be  .psychologized  in  its  ignorance  in  some  matters,  peculiar 
faith  especially,  under  the  treble  engine  of  fraifd.  Do  not  sacrifice  yourself,  religion,  to 
«.'Xploded  bibles.  All  peculiar  faith  bibles  leave  their  followers  at  sea,  without  rudder, 
chart,  or  compass,  but  rational  religion  gives  mind  all  it  needs  in  its  sublimest  standard, 
the  Creator  of  the  universe.  Some  who  have  onJy  listened  to  pulpit-sophistry,  may 
think  that  the  bible  is  an  impregnable  fortress  of  religion,  when  it  docs  not  touch  reli- 
pion  on  its  own  basis,  only  as  it  invades  the  sacred  precincts  of  mind.  The  bible  fur- 
nishes a  world-fund  for  bigotry,  whereas  the  world-wide  demands  should  be  met  by 
religion  and  her  appropriate  means,  to  satisfy  each  mind.  Let  mind  do  right  for  itself, 
the  world. 

What  was  the  bible  written  for  ?  The  benefit  of  absolutism,  including  as  a  part  and 
parcel  thereof,  the  priestocracy,  all  in  collusion.  It  is  a  ver}'  dangerous  thing.  The 
sovereign  people  ought  to  know  it.  What,  convenient  capital  of  "  heart-hardening,"  Holy 
Ghost,  spirit-prophecy,  &c.  made  to  order,  to  assume  so  many  interpreUitions.  How 
were  the  moderns  indebted  to  the  ancients  for  religion,  when  they  had  not  science, 
morals,  only  some  idle  metaphysics  1  They  could  not  have  been  atheists  to  do  so  much 
injury  to  the  modems,  if  they  hatl  had  the  proper  science,  much  less  could  they  have 
been'polytheists.  Let  not  the  moderns  adopt  the  criminal  vices  of  the  ancients,  who 
would  not  have  had  such,  if  they  had  known  better. 

Be  honest  and  truthful,  to  see  the  bible  has  no  malign  provisions  for  the  world,  as  it 
is  its  nuisance — ^its  disgrace.     Its  makers  were  its  belials. 

Moses  was  a  very  smart  man.  Yes,  a  little  too  smart  for  truth,  as  he  wrote  his  own 
obituary.  The  whole  secret  is,  the  bible  was  fabricated  to  mislead  and  misgovern  the 
people,  by  priests  and  kings,  a  vile  caricature  of  God  and  truth,  a  base  fraud  on  mind. 

J^  you  believe  tlie  bible  ?  Only  in  part.  That  condemns  it  as  corrupt.  It  is  history 
and  story  mixed,  as  bad  a»  any  other  similar  book.  Would  3'ou  now  believe  any  man 
who  would  tell  us,  that  he  had  commanded  a  river  to  divide,  and  it  did  so  ?  No  modern 
would  be  wich  a  fool !  Then  how  believe  Moses  or  his  bible  ?  All  such  faith  shows 
the  bigger  frwl.  To  act  on  such  foolish  belief,  is  the  practice  of  imposition,  dishonesty, 
and  knavery.  The  people  get  the  priests  to  help  cheat  themselves.  But  what  shall 
we  do  for  religion,  if  we  discard  tlie  bible  ?  Do  what  the  bible  never  yet  did  do,  culti- 
vate rational  religion  given  pf  God  exclusively,  aided  by  rational  mind.  Moses  was 
not  as  smart  a«  Korah,  who  desired  the  people  to  be  governed  with  conservative  prin- 
ciples, and  thereby  disproving  the  false  assertion,  that  the  people  then  could  not  govern 
themselves,  Korah  was  a  republican  philosopher,  and  had  the  wisdom  to  appreciate 
thfi  immortal  conservative  principles  of  mind,  over  all  the  degraded  disguises  of  Moses' 
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priestocracy,  wliich  includes  him  dictator,  priests,  prophets,  as  pretenders,  and  aJI  afillf- 
&ted  machinery. 

Religion  rebukes  all  the  fanaticism  of  peculiar  bibles.  God's  book  speaks  for  itself 
and  him,  whereas  man's  bibles  require  the  priestocracy  to  speak  for  them,  but  without 
avail.  If  you  know  the  nature  of  evidence,  you  must  know  that  all  this  Jew  bible  mat- 
ter is  a  base,  scandalous  fraud,  that  would  not  pass  a  pure  conrt  of  justice,  much  lc%s 
that  of  enlightened  conscience.  Now,  if  the  priestocracy  wish  to  keep  the  people 
from  discussion,  and  profoundly  knowing  this  subject,  they  act  a  most  dishonest  and 
untruthful  part.  They  should,  "as  honorable  people,  ask  for  the  truth,  the  whole  truth* 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  all  this  they  plainly  seek  to  conceal.  That  religion,  that 
sneaks  from  truth,  when^truth  can  be  had  most  honorably  ?  Stop  that  Jew  bible.  You 
have  been  deceived,  undeceive  yourselves.  Such  bible  profits  you,  the  people,  the  real 
sovereigns  of  the  world,  nothing.     It  is  folly,  crime,  to  trust  to  it. 

To  establish  any  peculiar  bible,  the  makers  must  destroy  the  characteristics  and  attri- 
butes of  Deity,  especially  his  immutability  and  perfection,  hence  prophecy  is  the  lowest  of 
all  things,  and  like  the  whole  bible  ;  its  authenticity  remains  to  be  proved,  as  the  most 
sagacious  prophecy  is  a  positive  falsehood.  It  is  losing  thne  to  trace  up  all  the  obscure 
points.     It  devolves  on  the  bible-makers  to  prove  their  foundation. 

Choose  you  this  day  for  good  morals  or  bible  demoralizations  ;  the  God  of  the  nni- 
Terse,  or  its  peculiar  god ;  religion,  or  its  peculiar  faith. 

As  to  the  dispensations,  one  lie  is  told,  as  usual,  about  the  creation  and  the  fall  of 
man,  and  another,  worse,  has  to  be  told  to  support  H.  The  dispensation  lies  are  all  in 
the  category  of  the  priestocracy  creation  or  fiction.  It  is  astonishing  that  the  world 
should  have  any  such  in  credence,  respectable  keeping.  The  fact  is,  the  most  outrageous 
advantages  have  been  taken  of  mind  in  this  respect ;  and  what  is  worse,  they  are  all 
kept  up.  Americans,  abolish  such.  But  what  must  we  do,  ask  the  mothers,  for  our 
children,  if  you  take  these  bibte  dispensations  away  1  Be  sure  that  you  will  not  mur- 
der your  feUow  citizens,  in  fanaticism,  for  witches.  You  cannot  do  any  worse  than 
that.  You  hardly  need  bibles  to  lie  for  you,  who  are  to  be  held  subject  to  the  bible 
priestocracy.  Be  free  people  every  wa^y,  especially  that  which  presents  the  purest 
taste.  Teach,  mothers,  your  children  the  purest  religion,  and  that,  be  assured,  is  rational^ 
nothing  else.  That,  no  bible  of  Moses  or  Christ  can  present.  Religion  is  too  holy  for 
the  polluted  hands  and  corrupt  minds  of  the  priestocracy.  It  is  a  thing  of  God,  the 
Creator,  for  rational  mind.  Tell  the  impious  blasphemers  depart,  like  the  vulgar  mind 
assassins,  from  the  holy  and  sacred  presence  of  free  minds,  whose  rights  they  have  out- 
raged. In  regard  to  all  claimed  of  God's  actions  in  the  bible,  God  is  the  only  competent 
witness.  As  it  is  clearly  proved  by  these  scriptures  that  it  was  most  positively  and 
clearly  none  other  than  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews  who  claimed :  therefore,  to  be  his 
chosen  and  peculiar  people,  the  God  of  the  universe  is  not  the  one,  as  he  is  positively 
not  peculiar,  but  universal,  as  his  own  word,  his  deed,  cause  and  effect,  satisfactorily 
proves. 

All  peculiar  gods  speak  by  peculiar  ways,  as  they  differ  from  the  God  of  the  universe* 
and  that  is  by  the  priestocracy.  They  cannot  speak  or  act  otherwise.  Not  to  under- 
stand all  such  in  this  light  implies  that  the  modern  priestocracy  are  more  heinous  thait 
the  ancient.  But  if  bibles  be  put  back,  what  shall  become  of  the  churches  and  ecclesi- 
astical literature  !  The  bible  having  story  and  history,  rational  mind  can  decide  as  to 
their  usefulness.  The  Jewish  bible  has  right  to  peculmr  property  in  its  selfish  excom- 
munication of  tlie  rest  of  the  world,  but  no  more.  Of  course,  what  folly  was  the  pretended 
law,  that  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,  when  it  had  not  the  elements  of  religion, 
self-excluded  by  its  peculiar  institutions;  of  course  the  stupid  writers  had  not  the  right 
use  of  the  element  of  hinguage.  What  business  have  the  modems  with  the  peculiar 
property  of  the  Jews,  who  excluded  the  rest  of  the  wortd  1  As  it  has  a  peculiar  god,  it  had 
a  peculiar  fall  for  its  peculiar  people.     Do  not  overlook  the  bible  quibbles. 

The  person  that  would  undertake  to  endorse  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  would 
require  endorsement  himself  for  sanity  of  mind,  morals  or  intelligence. 

Any  one  who  undertakes  to  defend  tlie  scriptures,  undertakes  sophistry  of  the  vilest 
kind.  His  mind  is  corrupt.  What  then  has  the  world  to  protect  itself  by,  if  we  take 
away  the  scriptures  ?  Will  you  require  a  bible  ?  And  that  bible  forged  ?  Now  what 
good  does  a  forged  bible  do  ?  Principles  are  not  forged,  for  they  exist  by  God's  posi- 
tive appointment,  and  their  consummation  rational  religion,  exists  by  the  same,  most 
assuredly.  Ajl  these  are  the  highest,  holiest  obligation,  and  no  mistake.  These  nr^ 
as  potent  as  nature.  As  long  as  nature  exists,  these  exist.  You  cannot  abro^ai^ 
them  at  all.  Now  a  bible  of  rational  mind  and  religion,  meets  all  your  question.  Mali^ 
all  minds  rational,  as  all  have  an  abiding  interest  in  the  common  weal  of  society.  A 
soaa  of  no  principles,  is  nobody.     Without  principles,  no  society  exists ;  wkhout  rcli- 
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uinn  there  is  no  virtue,  and  without  truth  and  honesty,  there  is  no  religion.  Truth  and 
h«ino6ty  must  be  inviolate.  Peculiar  faith  violates  them,  always,  therefore  the  first  has 
rn)  rrlijrion.  What  virtue  is  there  then,  in  its  bibles,  that  hear  the  full  record  of  all 
*  ic[i  falsehoods  ?  Society  is  best  off  without  such,  must  get  rid  of  them.  There  are 
wo  t)ihlo3,  unless  sustained  by  God's  principles. 

The  universe  gives  us  a  sublime  and  magnificent  view  of  Deity,  who  presides  over 
: !!.  ulioreas  the  peculiar  bibles  give  us  that  of  his  caricature,  the  most  ineffably  stupid. 
i  I,''  hihle-advocates  do  away  with  everything  satisfactory  as  the  foundation  of  God,  and 
...Mtutc  all  that  is  sophistry,  perfectly  worthless.  They  alienate  self-respect,  and 
::  virt^nce  of  things  worthy  of  it.  The  rational  bible  holds  all  accountable,  to  all  that 
:^  rational  responsibility.  What  is  mind's  highest,  best  interest?  The  consummation 
'>r}»rinciples,  religion.  When  you  renounce  all  such,  you  renounce  your  best  allegiance 
to  your  God-Creator,  and  the  universe.  Do  you  pretend  to  assail  me  about  your  lying 
scri(>tures,  that  the  w^orld  has  lied  to  invent  and  establish  ?  Are  these  the  morals  to 
uphold,  the  moral  part  of  mankind  ?  These  the  pitiful  means  to  advance  the  holiest 
views  of  rational  mind  ?  Win  the  just  confidence  of  rational  intelligence,  and  institute 
thereon  the  appropriate  fabric  for  society.  The  bible's  caricatures  of  its  peculiar  god, 
remove  us  further  from  the  God  of  the  universe,  which  is  the  mirror  that  reflects  God 
the  Creator.  The  peculiar  bible  cannot  do  so,  for  that  reflects  bad  degraded  men,  the 
pricstucracy's  deformities.  These  men  had  the  same  selfish  interest  in  writing  and  up- 
ih'Iding  this  book,  as  the  Pythoness  had  for  her  oracles.  The  pride  of  consistency  now 
l"*  rva«ics  the  affiliated.  Mdlions  upon  millions  in  the  world  are'  yearly  subsidized  to  up- 
hold all  their  peculiar  faiths,  peculiar  governments  and  bibles. 

Absolutism,  the  world-bully,  has  an  awful  hand  in  this,  backed  by  bayonets.  Rome 
z:A  Fnince  prove  this,  conclusively.  What  has  the  whole  world  to  expect  of  peculiar 
fuih  bigots  and  devotees  ?  All  book  systems  as  the  bibles,  are  to  be  adjudged  on  their 
intrlts,  and  condemned  on  their  demerits. 

Wiiat  good  did  bibles  do  the  Jews,  whose  minds  were  behind  the  most  humane  acts 
of  civilization,  the  most  polished  heads,  their  kings  performing  human  sacrifices?  If 
f'le  Jew  bibles  were  the  thing  of  divine  inspiration,  then  the  Jews  are  thereby  impeached 
ii>  ihe  most  savage  barbarians,  making  war  most  blasphemously  upon  humanity,  and  of 
rour>o  directly  impeach  the  bible  that  affects  them  the  chosen  people.  What  do  tlie 
[oople  need  of  the  priests'  bibles?  As  much  as  they  need  of  crown  jewels,  the  gew- 
p:;v.3  of  royalty.  That  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  question.  In  fact  it  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. You  listen  to  the  pricstocracy  that  are  lying  all  the  time  in  their  pulpit.  They 
are  obliged  to  lie,  shame  for  trutli  and  God's  truth. 

What  is  your  proof  of  any  peculiar  bible  ?  You  have  none.  You  cannot  pretend 
in  truth  to  one  iota  :  then  do  not  lie  about  bibles  of  tradition  any  more.  Stop  all  such 
(lisjrraceful  positions. 

What  is  the  difference  between  the  polytheists  and  atheists,  when  the  last  make 
nature  God,  and  the  first  make  no  God.  The  tory  bible  of  Moses  represents  the  man, 
who  was  a  tory  to  popular  rights  that  he  warred  upon.  Can  the  freemen  of  America 
rcppect  such  tories  as  these  ?  Is  there  any  reason  in  such  absurdity  ?  What  extraor- 
dinary world-good  has  Moses  done  that  he  should  be  esteemed  anybody  ?  He  murdered 
to  enslave  and  enslaved  to  murder  his  own  people,  by  the  wiles  of  priestcyaft  and  jug- 
glery. He  repudiated,  by  the  priestocracy's  own  showing,  honest  debts ;  he  substitu- 
ted idolatry  of  their  peculiar  god,  for  the  adoration  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  to  build 
up  the  pricstocracy.  As  to  any  peculiar  acts,  they  are  the  absurd  trifles  of  fanatics. 
Moses  made  water  come  out  of  a  rock.  That  is  nothing  to  modern  science,  that  mas- 
ifrs  it  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  rock.  But  the  others  were  miracles.  No,  sir  ;  that  is 
your  mistake,  only  miracle  lies.  Now  this  clique  affects  inspiration,  which  mind- 
science  exposes  as  the  vilest  fraud.  So  much  for  inspiration,  that  is  all  gas — like 
tbt  exploded  at  Delphos.  You  whine  about  peculiar  faith  bibles.  Of  course,  you 
cannot  need  religion,  for  they  do  not  contain  it.  They  do  not  contain  the  great  popular 
rights,  principles,  as  the  assassination  of  Korah  and  his  illustrious  associates  satisfacto- 
nly  proves.  This  bible  affects  supernatural  matters,  and  these  are  self-impeached  inva- 
riably and  immutably  as  story.  Discard  all  obsolete  bibles  and  their  explosions,  preten- 
sions, in  order  to  reach  the  principles  and  elements  of  rational  religion.  The  Jew  or 
Christian  bible  is  the  very  reverse  of  religion.  The  people  acquiesce  more  in  the  bible 
than  approve  of  it.  They  are  silent,  when,  if  asked  their  honest  and  truthful  opinion, 
th<?y  candidly  declare  that  the  bible  contradicts  itself,  is  absurd.  Now,  this  does  not 
pK  jiont  a  healthful  tone  of  public  sentiment,  that  is  silenced  if  not  sacrificed  to  the 
Uo«)d  of  the  tory  world. 
What  good  pure  mind  wishes  to  sec  bible  worship,  much  less  mind  sacrificed  on  the 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


466  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALa 

altar  of  faith,  as  it  is  necessarily  done.  Shall  the  belial-makers  become  the  belial- 
actors  to  the  world  ? 

The  first  and  only  step  is  to  prove  your  bible.  If  you  do  that,  the  whole  certainly 
follows.  There  can  be  no  greater  libels  on  God  and  mind  than  peculiar  faith  bibles. 
The  world's  citizens  are  basely  libeled  by  the  bible  advocates  as  infidels ;  now,  the  firsl 
are  bound  to  prove  their  case  honorably,  before  they  ask  belief,  or  can  say  aught  against 
infilels,  and  even  leave  the  pulpit  as  impostors,  on  failure.  What  an  incongruity  that 
their  god  could  not  stop  their  devil  from  corrupting  the  world.  Their  devil  got  away 
the  peculiar  god's  creations.  The  ancients  were  poor  creators,  as  their  ignorance  shows 
that  their  patchwork  is  rotten,  and  constantly  needs  remodeling.  Peculiar  bibles  are 
non-entities,  that  cannot  protect  their  existence,  but  absurdly  invoke  the  aid  of  God's 
entities  that  have  universal  protection,  that  at  once  impeaches  the  bible  as  entirely 
worthless  of  itself,  and  only  apparently  beneficial,  as  it  can  trade  ou  mind's  capital. 

As  the  peculiar  attention  of  the  world  is  invoked  to  the  Jew  peculiar  bible,  we  will 
first  inquire  about  the  Jews. 

The  Jews  were  early  difllused  among  the  nations  ;  at  the  a;ra  of  Christ's  supposed 
birth  were  in  every  part  of  the  known  world.  What  Jewish  authors  have  written  on 
faith,  but  the  recording  priests  and  prophets,  the  rabbis,  and  all  their  affiliated  hosts  ? 
Who  but  the  Jews  are  best  competent  to  decide  on  the  faith  and  interpretation  of  their 
own  peculiar  bible,  who  have  been  denounced  therefor  by  their  wise  and  righteous  per- 
secutors, their  parricidal  ofilspring,  Christians,  Mahommedans,  and  Mormops  ? 

The  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  the  country  of  Palestine,  is  an  important  item  in  pecu- 
liar faith.  But  over  this  country  false  government  and  faith  have  made  their  liomd 
marks,  and  their  prime  ministers  have  indited  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Jews 
will  carry  the  blessings  of  constitutional  government  and  rational  religion,  upon  their 
restoration. 

Can  you  ever  expect,  Jews,  to  hold  that  country  as  your  fathers  held  it  1  Can  you 
ever  rightfully  expect  to  go  there,  as  possessors  1  Your  fathers  outraged  the  rights  of 
hospitality,  the  comity  of  nations,  the  courtesy  of  humanity.  You  cannot  appeal  to  the 
God  of  the  universe,  for  you  outraged  and  alienated  him  by  your  peculiar  god,  that  was 
imbecile.  What  is  the  benefit  to  go  thither  with  your  peculiar  faith,  that  has  been  tried 
by  your  ancestors,  and  has  proved  a  miserable  failure,  their  and  your  curse,  in  which  loo 
much  of  the  world  has  participated  ?  The  land  has  been  in  abeyance  to  conquest  after 
conquest.  Rebel  tribes  now  overrun  the  country,  that  needs  the  blessings  of  cuHivattil 
mind,  government,  and  a  universal  brotherhood. 

Your  ancestors  lost,  after  gaining  that  country  from  military  conquests,  that  arc  not 
tenable  before  a  world's  religion.  To  reach  the  incipicncy  of  restoration,  on  the  pro{)^r 
permanent  basis,  you  have  now  to  give  up  your  superstition,  from  rational  motives,  and 
cease  to  be  antagonistic  to  a  world's  interest. 

What  would  cause  you  to  care  for  the  site  of  Solomon's  temple,  on  which  has  been 
since  erected,  by  Omar,  a  Mahometan  mosque  ?  If  you  chose  to  feel  revengeful,  you 
will  discover  that  a  chapel  was  dedicated  to  Venus,  on  the  spot  claimed  to  be  the  plaL'O 
of  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ.  The  condition  of  Palestine  shows  only  natunU 
results,  otherwise  an  imbecile,  peculiar  god.  As  to  any  prophecies,  this  is  the  apolog)' 
of  a  stupid  pec^le,  who  could  give  no  other. 

The  eye  of  philosophy  must  see  natural  results,  the  effects  of  not  less  than  twelve 
conquerors.  One  wave  of  conquest  has  followed  another.  Which  was  the  best  ?  Can 
any  be  worse  than  that  of  Moses,  who  set  so  many  miserable  examples  of  pinicy,  and 
htirrible  peculiar  faith,  of  which  Mahomet  particularly  availed  himself,  in  founding  his  ? 
His  is  but  a  second  edition  of  Moses'  peculiar  faith,  suited  to  a  military  chieftain.  Tho 
curses  of  peculiar  faith  are  heaped  on  Palestine,  because  the  blessings  of  nitional  mind 
are  outraged  and  silenced.  The  bigots  will  cry  out  prophecies,  prophecies,  while  tho 
rationalist  must  see  the  execrations,  the  abominations  of  peculiar  faith,  that  despoils, 
desolates  and  defiles  the  world. 

That  is  the  way  to  tell  it — let  nothing  be  kept  back.  Do  you,  bigots,  pretend  to  talk 
of  the  desolation  of  countries,  mentioned  in  your  peculiar  bible  ? 

Why  do  you  not  turn  your  comprehensive  attention  to  the  whole  world,  and  philoso- 

f)hizc  on  the  essential  reasons  ?     Are  you  as  much  below  this,  too,  as  your  bible  is  be- 
ow  God's  ? 
How  long  will  it  be,  before  you  begin  to  learn  wisdom? 

What  is  Jamestown,  in  Virginia — its  first  seltlenient — but  a  spot,  to  show  the  first 
settlement  in  that  state.  Tell  us,  what  are  those  deserted  cities  of  Central  America? 
Were  these  prophesied  too  of,  by  the  Hebrews  1  Was  even  the  country  ever  thought 
of,  till  mind  discovered  iti  Yes,  mind,  that  lays  low  all  the  pretences  of  prophecy,  as 
false  and  absurd,  impious  and  blasphemous,  by  the  wordoc^tiis^d,  cause  and  effect. 
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WTierc  is  Italy,  that  has  hcen  overrun  by  successive  races,  that  became  extinct,  or 
blended  with  the  conquerors  ?  Do  we  hear  of  the  whole  world  explained  by  the  bible, 
in  its  geological  causes  ?     Such  bible  is  a  miserable  abortion  of  truth  and  philosophy. 

No,  it  is  not  prophecy  but  philosophy,  not  faith  but  religion,  that  exalts  nations,  and 
t*aus(»s  mind,  the  world  to  triumph.  ^»o,  the  poor  Jews  are  to  bo  placarded  all  over  the 
worhl,   divested  of  the  world's  rights. 

You  speak  of  the  desolations  of  countries  of  the  East,  because  the  bible  can  be 
stih<*d  up  to  satisfy  vain  speculations  that  do  not  touch  the  subject. 

Where  are  the  mighty  injuries  of  provincialism  under  haughty  and  rapacious  con- 
•;ucrors,  who  drained  countries  of  all  their  wealth  to  concentrate  in  imperial  cities  for 
hixiirious  emperors,  rapacious  and  reckless  of  the  world's  dignity,  peace  or  love  of 
mankind?  Tell  us,  ignorant  bigots,  ye  pitiful  pricstocracy,  had  the  Jews  under  their 
ri«'«:uHar  faith  fanaticism  been  able  to  have  been  universal  conquerors  of  the  world, 
\*h(?re  would  the  world  have  been  ?     Let  the  iron  age  of  her  oppression  tell. 

The  world  cannot  be  too  grateful  that  rational  mind  is  rearing  aloft  its  munificent 
eiiu»iTe. 

Were  the  civil  wars  and  captivities  of  the  Jews  evidences  of  civilization  ?  Who 
hn.'i  the  worst  civil  wars,  ay,  about  kinds  of  priestocracies  ?  Civil  and  general  wars, 
iiicre  piracies,  were  the  ancient  world's  acts.  What  a  blessing  to  tlie  world  that  the 
Jews  were  scattered. 

Thus  reason  declares,  before  all  the  pretences  of  prophecy. 

The  world  now  begins  to  appreciate  what  good  government  is  in  city  or  country.  We 
plainly  see  that  much  of  the  world  is  subject  to  abundant  riots  and  massacres,  from  its 
many  subdivisions  that  should  be  subject  to  one  body  of  municipal  laws  and  rulers.  It 
needs  one  proper  government,  not  the  pretension  of  several  petty  municipalities. 

What  better  could  have  been  exi>ected  from  Babylon,  that  luxuriated  in  all  the 
vi'^ious  errors  of  ihc  times,  and  only  excelled  the  ancients  in  the  magnificence  of  her 
Vices  and  crimes.  Thus  it  will  be  with  all  tyrants.  Principles  protect  the  world,  before 
the  mifrhtiest  walls  of  Babylon  or  her  superiors. 

Babylon,  with  all  her  prowess,  was  taken  not  less  than  seven  times,  enough  to  have 
destroyed  any  one  city  with  all  her  mighty  resources.     When  Seleucia  and  other  rivals 
were  built  out  of  her  ruins,  and  the  upper  country,  instead  of  aiding  her  commerce, 
oppressed  and  en.slaved  her,  then  her  fall  was  certain  as  natural. 
Bible  prophecies  are  the  veriest  world-fooleries. 

Does  the  bible  tell  of  the  ancient  and  mighty  cities  of  Eastern  Asia  1  Of  the  mighty 
r-  v(»luti(>ns  of  the  earth,  with  which  all  mankind  was  interested?  Has  it  given  us  all 
history,  prior  to  the  right  culture  of  mind  ? 

Alas,  it  has  given  us  its  worst  perversions,  the  legends  of  the  priestocracy  who 
sought  the  worst  dynasty.  It  speaks  of  the  owl  living  in  old  deserted  dilapidated 
Towns,  and  wreaks  its  vengeance  on  Babylon,  because  of  her  power  over  them.  This 
IS  bplow  the  schoolboy's  theme. 

The  commerce  of  the  world  makes  and  unmakes  cities,  either  in  ancient  or  modern 
limen.  Mightiest  oceans  have  become  the  course  of  trade,  instead  of  overland,  as 
navigation  improved.  Isolated  and  interior  cities  may  be  upheld  by  court  and  local 
Miiluences,  by  manufactures  and  other  adventitious  causes,  but  the  teal  magnificence  of 
wealtli  results  from  the  domains 'of  commerce.  Where  was  the  necessity  of  prophecy 
when  mind  fulfilled  the  best  and  noblest,  the  only  functions  of  Deity,  and  telegraphed 
for  the  world?  Did  it  take  any  vaunting  of  pretended  prophecy  to  make  known  the 
Goil  of  the  Universe  to  the  heathen  ?  That  was  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews  that 
required  that.  The  God  of  nature  was  already  sublimely  represented  by  his  own  hn- 
mutable  works,  the  dignity  from  all  which  was  awfully  detracted  from  when  God  was 
localized  by  the  Jews. 

What  better,  then,  could  we  expect  from  any  such  people,  who  affected  superiority 
in  peculiar  faith,  that  actually  weakened  them  in  their  essential  power,  and  rendered 
them  unpopular  with  the  world. 

All  the  bible  proofs  intended  for  sophistry,  essentially  prove  all  this.  Palestine  was 
devastated  by  the  Chaldeans,  who  carried  away  captive  all  its  people.  It  was  im- 
povorished  by  the  kings  of  Syria  and  Egypt.  It  was  utterly  ruined  by  the  Romans, 
who  destroyed  more  than  a  million  of  its  people  when  Jerusalem  v^as  destroyed,  and 
carried  off  the  balance,  or  made  them  subjects  and  tributaries.  The  dynasties  of  brute 
force  and  peculiar  faith  prevailed  over  the  ancient  world,  and  brutalized  it.  Is  it  to 
this  state  that  the  modem  priestocracv  would  wish  to  sec  the  world  brought  ?  What 
number  of  conquerors  passed  over  tnis  land !  The  Persians,  and  among  the  most 
ferocious  arc  the  Arabian  tribes — the  Crusaders,  the  Mamelukes  of  Egypt.  It  has 
been  ravaged  by  Tamerlane  and  his  Tartars,  and  is  now  6"fcje«^.t(jJ^e  (^[^t^yjj^jrks. 
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The  Jews  characterized  all  their  enemies  as  vindictively  as  possible.  They  were  a 
hopeful  set,  including  tlieir  historians.  A  vast  extent  of  the  populous  world  has  been 
doomed  to  the  lawless  fury  of  man's  basest  passions.  The  greatest  conquerors  were 
no  less  oppressive  than  the  smallest.  Nearly  a  third  of  a  million  of  people  of  Selcucia 
were  massacred  by  the  Romans,  who  sacketl  and  burned  the  city. 

Man  has  blasted  the  earth,  and  cursed  its  beauties. 

No  wonder  that  Eastern  Asia,  with  her  hundreds  of  millions,  is  so  cautious  of  man, 
who  has  proved  himself  the  greatest  curse  of  the  world,  when  invested  with  peculiar 
power  and  faith,  necessarily  destitute  of  rational  education.  The  Romans,  under  JuHan, 
devastated  this  noble  country  of  Chaldea.  Among  the  curses  of  this  part  of  the  world, 
at  one  time,  were  the  Abassides,  the  assassins  and  enemies  of  mankind. 

After  all,  can  the  greatest  conquerors,  the  Romans,  be  considered  in  any  other  light 
than  the  greatest  robbers  in  the  world  ?  The  Jews  did  not  reach  civilization,  by  much. 
Would  not  the  world  be  in  a  far  superior  condition  but  for  Moses  and  his  progeny,  Chris- 
tianity, Mahonimedanism,  and  Mormonism?  What  were  the  wars  of  the  ancients  hut 
for  peculiar  faith  corruption?  What  those  wars  of  the  crusades  but  for  peculiar  faith 
and  opinion,  superstition,  bigotry,  conquest,  and  piracy.  Who  were  worse  teachers  of 
sectarianism  than  Moses  and  Christ  ?  What  is  sectarianism  1  learn  of  tlie  sixty-five 
millions  slaughtered  by  one  branch  of  Christianity,  the  Romanists. 

In- the  Jews,  behold  a  picture  of  peculiar  faith. 

What  a  scene  for  the  world,  suiTering  the  direct  antagonism  of  its  own  peculiar  faith. 
Let  every  nation  have  its  own  peculiar  faith  as  deep  rooted  as  that  of  Judaism,  and 
what  a  world  the  whole  would  present  I  Every  nation  a  fanatical  bigot,  having  a  ])Pcu- 
liar  god  and  priestocracy.  What  has  not  the  world  suflfered  already  by  its  vulgiir 
obstinacy  and  opinionativeness  on  this  subject  7  The  warfare  of  the  ancients  was  cruel 
and  vindictive,  ferocious  and  exterminative.  What  had  peculiar  faith  not  to  do  in  all  ? 
Did  it  not  aggravate,  if  not  originate  most?  It  peculiarizcd  all  the  world  into  clans,  an«I 
embittered  each  against  the  other.  This  is  what  the  tinkering  of  a  botching  priestocracy 
has  done,  from  which  it  is  so  very  hard  to  get  rid. 

Ancient  peculiar  faith  had  the  least  of  the  spirit  of  toleration.  You,  Jews,  possP5> 
but  an  inferior  rank  in  the  scale  of  national  elevation,  degrading  intellect  to  base  sutjcr- 
stition.    Shame  upon  it ;  come  forth  for  the  universal  brotherhood  at  this  enlightened  day. 

Why  do  you  idolize  Moses  ?  Did  he  axit  like  a  true  member  of  the  human  family  ^ 
Did  Christ,  Mahomet,  Joe  Smith,  Brahmin  or  Bhudd,  Juggernaut,  Lama,  or  the  empe- 
rors of  China  and  Russia  ?  No,  none  of  it.  Palestine  has  been  scourged  by  at  least  a 
dozen  masters,  and  mostly  on  account  of  peculiar  faith  and  barbarism.  And  what  le^^s 
than  ruins  of  the  ancient  cities  should  follow  in  the  ignominious  train  *?  All  such  are 
from  natural  causes,  that  must  have  their  effects,  else  why  those  in  central  America, 
that  were  never  prophecied  of  by  the  ignorant  prophets  1  Tell  us  this,  as  ypu  pretend 
to  those  of  Asia !  See  you  not,  superstitious  bigot,  natural  causes?  No  pretended 
prophet  can  be  God's  prime  minister  as  long  as  peculiar  faith  scourges  the  world,  and 
transforms  it  into  a  hyena  ;  devoid  of  universal  broUierhood,  so  long  shall  this  curse  pre- 
vail, and  desolation,  not  of  one  faith,  but  of  all  in  time. 

Did  not  the  Jews  procure  the  desolation  of  Canaan  ?  Did  they  not  first  desolate 
their  own  national  union  by  sectarian  feuds,  even  to  extermination  of  sects  ?  Whal 
else  could  they  expect  but  their  present  denationalized  state  ? 

Is  this  the  real  state  of  things,  that  the  peculiar  god  of  Judaism,  after  using  tlie 
Jews  for  a  peculiar  specific  purpose,  has  tunied  their  descendants  out  to  the  world  (or 
its  scoff  and  their  misery  ?  If  the  Jews  answered  that  purpose,  would  their  peculiar 
god  have  served  them  so  ?  If  they  did  not  answer  the  purpose,  what  obligation  is  there 
on  the  world  to  obey  their  impracticable  peculiarities  ? 

If  the  ancients  were  punished  for  their  treatment  to  the  Jews  by  the  mighty  desola- 
tion of  their  lands,  what  must  be  the  fate  of  the  moderns  who  deal  so  hardly  with  them  ? 

Rational  religion  supersedes  the  necessity  of  restoration  of  the  Jews  to  Palestine,  a 
perfect  absurdity,  as  great  as  making  all  the  pairs  of  different  insects  cross  the  ocean 
to  get  to  the  ark,  thereby  encountering  the  very  dangers  in  reaching  the  means  to  j)re- 
serve  them.  Now,  the  diffusion  of  the  Jews  Will  be  their  blessing,  especially  in  this 
glorious  Union,  that  gives  the  world  such  magnificent  govermental  institutions.  The 
great  absurdities  and  foolishness  in  bibles  of  tradition  kill  tliem.  How  absurd, 
before  the  enlightened  tribunal  of  mind,  appears  the  peculiarity  of  the  Jews,  gypsies  or 
any  such !  Rational  religion  most  honorably  prevents  any  from  being  heathen,  or  out- 
sioe  barbarians.  The  whole  human  family  is  cut  up  into  factions  and  fragments  ot 
sectarians,  who  cut  each  other's  throats  and  ruin  the  world. 

Many  such  are  not  raised.  They  may  have  property,  but  have  not  found  manners  or 
courtesy,  and  never  will  under  the  evil  banners  of  sectarianism.  i-,(3f>gip 
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Xo  prophecy  or  miraole  could  come  short  of  national  elevation  of  character  and 
mental  excellence. 

Did  the  Jews  excel  in  these  ?  No.  Then  all  is  gratuitous  ahout  their  hible.  But 
agitation  is  kept  up  to  this  day  about  their  restoration  to  Palestine. 

Modern  writers  affect  that  the  Persians  and  Russians  may  become  "  instruments  of 
Providence  in  the  restoration  of  the  Jews"  !  How  1  By  trampling  on  the  rights  of  the 
Turks !     Is  there  never  to  be  an  end  to  the  curses  of  peculiar  faith  bigotry  ? 

The  Arabs,  in  their  various  tribes,  are  independent  even  of  the  Ottoman  supremacy, 
2nd  they  are  to  be  ruled  out  ere  this  can  be  accomplished.  Do  the  world^s  peace  and 
happiness  depend  on  peculiar  faith  or  rational  religion,  a  mere  locality  or  universality  ? 
If  the  Jews  are  wise,  they  will  disregard  the  land  that  ruined  their  ancestors,  and  not 
envy  the  predatory  tribes  that  rob  one  another,  though  of  the  Mahomedan  faith,  when- 
ever it  is  their  interest  to  do  so,  and  enjoy  the  blessings  of  civilization  in  this  and  other 
countries  of  the  noblest  governmental  institutions.  Who  were  more  degraded  on 
account  of  that  very  Jerusalem,  than  the  Jews  by  Titus  ?  Were  they  not  treated  most 
ignoininiously  by  the  Romans  of  all  conquerors,  destroyed  by  wild  beasts,  enslaved, 
sold  into  slavery,  destroyed  by  such  treatment  as  questions  the  civilization  of  the  Ro- 
mans ?  Of  all  places  on  God^s  earth,  the  Jews  have  been  treated  as  the  greatest  aliens 
in  Jerusalem. 

The  Jews  were  enslaved  and  ignorant,  and  were  best  governed,  as  some  think,  only 
by  superstition.  That  may  do  for  Moses  and  his  friends  to  tell,  but  how  will  it  suit 
eulijhtened  religious  freemen  ?  Was  it  not  a  universal  empire  the  Jews  were  after  7 
The  Jews  are  so  peculiar.  The  gypsies  are  scattered  among  nations — are  there  any 
prophecies  of  this  peculiar  family  of  people  ? 

Have  not  the  Africans  been  abo  diffused  for  two  centuries  among  nations  of  America, 
and  Africans  still,  except  to  nativity  ?  Do  not  all  nations  render  themselves  peculiar 
by  peculiar  institutions  ?  It  proves  that  their  world-intercourse  was  less  than  others 
possessed,  who  mixed  with  tlie  world.  Are  the  Jews  an  especially  favored  people  now  ? 
Are  they  distinguished  over  and  above  the  intellectual  race  of  mankind?  It  reflects 
on  their  intellectuality,  tliat  they  were  so  befogged  by  false  pretences  about  inspiration. 
Who  does  not  recollect  tlie  weak  state  of  mind  exposed  on  the  reading  of  the  book  of 
h\v  .stated  to  be  found  in  Nehemiah  ?  Were  the  people  cognizant  of  the  laws  ?  WIio 
found  the  law  ?  How  came  it  lost]  How  came  they  not  to  know  it?  The  very  idea 
of  ai^suming  to  be  a  peculiar  people,  cuts  short  truth  and  intellectuality.  Fine  revela- 
tion, tliat  separated  one  nation  as  peculiar,  from  the  rest,  making  God  peculiar,  and 
rendering  tbe'second  dispensation  a  peculiar  polytheism  afterwards  !  What  a  fiend,  to 
divide  the  world,  and  make  each  division  a  faction  and  sect. 

What  nation  was  it  that  was  not  heathen  to  the  Jews  ? 

How  great  is  the  absurdity  of  all  bible-advocates,  particularly  of  the  Jew,  who  must 
have  known,  if  he  saw  at  all  in  his  life,  that  his  forefathers'  country  was  ruined  time 
after  time,  by  this  state  of  things !  Is  he  going  to  die  by  what  they  could  not  live  by  ? 
The  Hebrews  seem  to  be  any,  other  than  the  select,  the  favored  people  of  God,  as  they 
were  peculiarly  cursed  instead  of  blessed,  by  their  own  acts.  They  cursed  themselves, 
what  better  could  be  expected  from  their  institutions,  that  governed  them  most  imperi- 
ously, as  most  ignorantly  ?  The  iron  sway  of  the  priestocracy,  the  tax  of  the  same  to 
oQe-tenth,  their  polygamy  that  opened  the  door  to  a  multitude  of  crimes,  were  enough 
to  ruin  them.  Debase  woman,  and  the  country  is  worthless,  as  its  public  virtue  is  des- 
titute of  respect.  Thus  Asia  has  been  ruined  by  the  despotism  of  the  men,  the  legal 
pro^lilution  and  debasement  of  the  women.  What  a  horrid  picture  of  vice  is  the  regime 
of  women !  To  complete  the  misery  of  the  whole,  the  priestocracy  have  added  their 
eunses  of  desolation  to  the  land,  by  their  own  actions.  Thus  has  the  world  been  de- 
Wd.  deranged,  tortured,  crushed,  by  ignominious  vassalage  oT  peculiar  faith,  that  is 
dovetailed  in  the  very  essence  of  malign  evils.  Is  free  and  intelligent  America  going 
to  submit  to  this  ?  Will  Asia,  the  world,  be  reformed  by  peculiar  faith,  always  identi- 
fied with  inherent  vices  ?  The  sword  carries  all  those,  but  this  is  not  the  age  of  the 
sword,  while  mind  can  carry  religion.  If  Deity  had  expressly  inspired  Abraham, 
Moses,  and  selected  the  Hebrews  as  his  chosen  people,  it  looks  most  reasonable  that 
lie  would  have  given  a  more  select  country,  exempt  from  invasions  and  tlie  tyranny 
of  the  rest  of  the  hostile  world.  It  is  remarkable  that  both  bible  dispensations  are 
most  deeply  tainted  with  blood.  God  could  have  conducted  them  to  the  new  continent, 
where  they  might  have  reared  an  overwhelming  empire  to  astonish  and  convince  the 
world.  Here  Moses  might  have  reared  his  priestocracy  in  all  its  magnificence,  apart 
from  the  collisions,  murders  and  piracies  of  Palestine,  to  have  been  like  a  radiant  star 
in  conjmerce  and  faith.  Had  the  Jews  been  the  peculiar  people  of  the  God  of  the 
universe,  the  whole  world  had  been  convinced.     That  it  was  not,  is  the  most  conclusive 
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proof  ag^ainst  it.  Which  is  worse,  the  false  pretences  of  the  ancients  in  regard  to 
them,  or  the  modems  in  basely  upholding  them  ?  What  nation  can  be  more  flagitiously 
wicked  than  the  Jewish  in  the  time  of  Solomon,  whose  base  misdeeds  have  foraied  a 
prototype  for  Mahomet,  who  does  HOt  begin  to  touch  this  vicious  ruler  ?  Jews,  when 
we  address  you  by  that  name,  we  consider  you  deplorably  superstitious.  We  address 
you  as  men.  Seek  to  be  such,  and  enjoy  all  the  benevolent  blessings  under  that  liile. 
Act  to  the  dignity  of  man,  not  to  the  degradation  of  perverse  superstition,  that  has 
cursed  you  and  your  forefathers  for  many  centuries. 

You  must  see  that  you  can  never  atone  adequately  to  the  world  till  you  dissolve  the 
bonds  of  superstitious  iniquity  that  has  done  you  such  gross  injustice,  and  the  world 
such  horrid  injury. 

How  terribly  corrupt  were  the  Jews,  the  prophets  tell !  What  can  the  superstitious 
Jews  now  expect  of  the  world,  that  is  progressing  in  science  of  mind  and  its  universal 
relations  ?  Can  they  expect  the  world  to  turn  back  to  their  exploded  errors,  or  will 
they  not  feel  bound  to  rational  principles  to  advance  along  with  them  ?  They  had 
better  rush  to  mix  themselves  with  an  enlightened  people,  and  give  over  all  their  non- 
sensical bible  stuff. 

We  must  make  allowances  for  the  vices  of  ancient  times,  and  that  ancient  wars  were 
recklessly  made,  without  international  treaties,  for  robberies  and  conquests.  The  oodo 
of  the  world's  morals  was  very  low,  and  emigration  was  recklessly  practised.  Was 
there  any  virtue  in  this  piratical  vice  of  the  Jews  ?  Ancient  emigrations  devastated 
the  world,  bnt  now  they  constitute  annexations  under  the  laws  and  protection  of  the  coun- 
try sought     The  world-morals  have  produced  the  most  beneficial  change  for  the  better. 

How  has  the  world  estimated  the  Jews?  Their  present  position  in  society  tells. 
Who  would  wish  to  adhere  to  a  superstition  that,  instead  of  blessing  the  whole  world, 
has  awfully  cursed  Abraham's  seed  ?  The  Jews  might  have  been  better  by  this  tinic— 
as  a  nation,  no  doubt  would  have  changed  for  the  better — ^had  they  not  been  interrupted 
and  broken  up.  But  let  not  the  world  receive  any  such  superstition  that  they  could  not 
live  by. 

Jew, — ^you  who  expect  a  Messiah, — give  over  all  such.  Be  not  hardened  in  supersti- 
tion, nor  connect  yourself  to  false  expectations.  What  can  the  Jews  promise  them- 
■  selves  by  a  peculiar  faith  that  has  cursed  them  all  the  time  1  They  must  be  the  mt^jt 
infatuated  of  all  people.  Really,  it  seems  that  the  Jews  have  cursed  themselve^s  for 
their  impious  superstition  in  assuming  to  be  the  peculiar  people  of  God.  Though  the 
Jews  elected  their  judges,  yet  they  could  not  stand  them,  being  from  the  priestocraiy. 
and  preferred  the  despotism  of  kings.  What  a  commentary  on  that  order !  Surely, 
if  not  competent  for  government,  they  were  less  so  for  religion.  It  must  have  been 
their  corruption,  not  the  people's  inconsistency,  that  brought  about  this  mode  of  govern- 
ment. The  priestocracy  tried  their  best  to  dissuade  them  from  it,  but  the  people  pre- 
ferred any  government  to  them.  If  the  ancient  Jewry  could  not  stand  their  govern- 
ment, how  could  the  world  stand  their  faith?  Did  the  Jews  have  an  equitable 
government  ?     Anything  less  for  the  sovereign  people. 

Is  not  Judaism  wearing  away  among  the  most  intelligent  of  the  Jews  as  they  become 
enlightened  ?  Their  rights,  the  world's  rights,  are  in  monotheism — that  is,  rational 
religion,  not  in  priestocracy-faith.  Moses  foretold,  it  is  claimed,  that  the  Jews  should 
be  removed  into  aU  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth — "  scattered  among  all  people,  fiud  no 
ease  nor  rest;  be  oppressed  and  crushed  always." 

Could  any  people  be  more  greatly  cursed  than  the  Jews  for  their  superstition  by  the 
Chaldeans  and  Romans,  who  slew  them  with  much  slaughter,  and  carried  them  off  from 
their  country  1  The  world  treats  them  as  aliens  now,  because  they  act  as  aliens.  Their 
peculiar  superstition  distinguishes  the  Jew^s.  What  is  all  their  superstition  worth  w 
them  in  God's  own  residence  or  in  theirs  ?  And  yet  they  absurdly  cling  to  it,  as  it 
available.  Scattered  were  they  to  teach  other  nations  superstition  ?  Reason  induces 
me  to  belief  to  be  taught  by  the  world,  to  divest  themselves  of  all  such  stupidity. 

What  is  a  Jew's  life  worth  in  Turkey  or  Persia,  and  indeed  in  many  other  plaee5 
They  occupy  an  inferior  grade  at  this  time  in  the  world  for  an  obstinate  adherence  to 
blind  superstition.     Get  rid  of  all  such,  and  be  useful  members  of  the  chosen  coiumu- 
nity,  and  glad  of  the  chance.     Lay  aside  your  absurd  customs. 

Did  Judaism  render  the  Jews  a  respectable  or  virtuous  nation  ?  Josephus  speaks  of 
their  enormous  iniquities. — De  Bell.  Jud.  hb.  v.,  c.  2,  ^  5,  and  c.  13,  ^  6.  The  Jews 
are  the  beneficiaries  of  both  Testaments,  as  any,  and  could  not  have  been  choked  off  ii 
it  were  all  right — all  their  hatred,  prejudice,  and  Christ's  exposure  of  their  vices,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  is  the  basest  imposition  from  the  pulpit  to  affirm  that  the  Jews  had  a  proper  notion 
of  the  God  of  the  universe.     They  had  no  idea  of  tho  universe,  p^i^lj^ygs  of  its  God, 
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the  last  of  whom  never  can  be  made  known  by  any  priestocracy.  They  were  not  ruled 
\sy  reason  but  by  superstition,  the  most  difficult  thing  that  made  them  so  foolish,  for 
their  minds  were  left  uncultivated.  The  priestocracy,  who  have  not  a  true  knowledge 
of  God  most  clearly,  are  as  stupid  as  the  Jews,  to  affirm  to  their  having  a  true  know- 
ledge of  God.  The  priestocracy  cannot  endorse  about  any  true  knowledge  of  God.  It 
is  mind,  under  the  inspiration  of  genius,  science,  knowledge  and  wisdom,  that  attains  to 
this  pre-eminent  position.  Why  did  the  Jews  persecute  their  own  prophets  if  they 
held  sacred  functions  ? 

Why  did  they  resist  Moses,  if  he  performed  miracles?  The  answer  is  inevitable, 
that  these  people  were  arrant  impostors,  and  did  not  hold  such  functions  as  they  claimed. 
If  they  had  differed  so  remarkably  from  other  people  in  this  respect,  they  had  differed 
mentally  and  physically,  beyond  doubt,  and  the  whole  world  would  have  acknowledged 
their  pre-eminence.     All  such  is  self-impeached. 

Sectarianism  had  so  contracted  the  Jews  that  they  held  other  nations  as  accun^ed. 
They  acted  no  friendly  part  with  any.  The  brotherly  tribes  were  divided  into  two 
large  national,  sectional  factions,  most  of  their  time  ^hting  more  or  less  with  each 
other,  thus  weakening  themselves  most  stupidly  on  their  peculiar  faiths,  killing  the 
priests,  and  rendering  themselves  so  much  weaker  against  the  attack  of  foreigners,  who 
enslaved  them  all  easily,  even  fighting  against  theii  neighbors,  whom  they  professed  to 
love  as  themselves. 

Were  the  Jews  any  but  a  national  banditti,  libeling  God  by  declaring  his  orders 
to  murder  the  people  of  the  country  and  take  their  land. 

Had  one  man  done  this,  he  was  a  murderer  and  pirate,  an  assassin  and  felon — no 
matter  his  excuses ;  if  his  bible  had  claimed  such,  he  was  a  hypocrite.  Is  God  to  be 
libeled  this  way  by  any  bible  ?  Therefore  is  the  bible  the  most  demoralizing  of  books, 
thai  excites  nations  or  individuals  by  such  felonious  outlawry. 

What  could  constitute  worse  national  iniquities  than  the  sins  of  murder,  piracy  and 
blasphemous  libel  of  God  ?  No  wonder  the  people  were  expelled  the  land  forever. 
They  were  unworthy  of  mind^s  blessings. 

The  Jews'  bandits  destroyed  the  poor  inoffensive  Canaanites,  and  ignominiously 
libeled  their  characters,  adding  insult  to  injury.  Many  moderns  are  ready  to  endorse 
such  conduct.  Why  ?  Because  the  felons  said  that  their  peculiar  god  directed  it ! 
Will  the  modems  approve  and  adopt  the  libel  of  felons,  guilty  of  blasphemy  against  the 
God  of  the  universe  ? 

The  Jews  were  an  obscure  and  inferior  nation,  and  never  have  extricated  themselves 
from  that  category.  As  to  the  special  people  of  their  god,  not  to  advance  any*  other 
better,  proves  a  bad  choice,  a  poor  specimen  of  humanity.  The  Jews  even  lost  the 
use  of  their  language,  the  Hebrew,  in  ^which  the  law  was  given. 

If  the  Jews  were  outrageously  superstitious  on  account  of  their  peculiar  rites,  what 
most  be  those  who  now  adopt  them  ? 

What  aa  enmity  between  the  Jews  and  Samaritans,  the  last  of  whom  are  of  the  in- 
termixture of.  the  ten  tribes  w^ith  the  gentile  nations. 

What  the  Jews  might  have  known  of  the  true  God,  their  priestocracy  spoilt,  and 
made  it  all  then  as  now,  superstition.  The  priestocracy  were  clearly  in  the  way  of 
their  being  religions.  Much  has  been  claimed  for  the  Jews,  who  nevertheless  were  not 
a  learned  nation.  They  had  the  advantages  of  the  Egyptians  and  Babylonians,  by  whom 
they  were  enslaved,  according  to  their  own  accounts.  Who  ever  went  to  the  Jews  for 
learning?  Pythagoras,  and  other  Grecians,  went  to  the  east  and  south  for  learning,  not 
to  Palestine  especially,  as  far  as  I  know.  As  to  learning  from  the  Jews,  we  had  better  attri- 
bute to  their  masters  what  little  they  did  know.  They  were  slaves  over  five  hundred  years, 
according  to  their  own  accounts.  Are  slaves  to  teach  freemen  ?  What  ca^  they  teach  ? 
Superstition.  Peculiar  faithites  cannot  teach  religion.  We  see  emphatically  that  the 
government  of  the  Jews  was  not  salutary  to  prevent  outbreakings  and  internal  divisions, 
as  when  Moses  is  said  to  have  presided,  we  see  that  Korah  went  for  the  rights  of  the 
people  withheld* 

^or  was  it  any  better  in  Judges,  nor  in  monarchy,  when  ten  tribes  were  divided  against 
the  other  two.  But  we  are  compelled,  if  we  believe  the  priestocracy,  that  everything 
is  due  for  the  faith  of  the  Jews.  If  no  nation  but  the  Jews  had  the  idea  of  their  pecu- 
liar god,  then  the  assertor  damns  his  own  position,  if  he  condemns  the  Jews  or  assumes 
any  other.  As  they  are  good  authority,  as  quoted  by  the  preachers  claiming  that  their 
idea  of  God  was  correct,  then  why  did  the  Jews  reject  their  position  of  Christ?  Either 
one  or  the  other  is  wrong.  The  Christian  conclusively  makes  himself  and  Jew  wrong 
forever.  Was  it  not  because  Christ  did  not  believe  as  the  Jews  did,  in  their  priestoc- 
nwjy's  god  ?  Christ's  view,  of  course,  was  sectarian,  and  was  undoubtedly  wrong,  if 
the  Jews'  faith  was  right.     No  preacher  can  escape  from  this  dilemma. 
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Who  would  gro  to  the  Jews  for  science?  In  what  age  did  they  excel  the  world  1 
Was  it  when  their  wisest  man,  not  the  wisest  man  of  the  world,  Solomon,  had  his  harrm 
of  one  thousand  women  ;  or  the  temple  of  the  sun  ?  Was  it  when  he  had  to  get  Pheni- 
cians  to  instruct  his  people  in  architecture  ?     Think  of  that. 

Some  of  the  nations  of  antiquity  were  passing  out  of  the  stage  of  existence,  when  the 
Jews  were  coming  into  it.     Had  they  no  faith  about  the  Creator  ? 

Was  there  ever  a  nation  that  had  any  science,  that  had  no  such  idea  1  What  must 
be  the  state  of  doctrines  in  the  hierarchy,  wlien  it  received  what  the  Jews  rpjectod  1 
The  Jews  were  ignorant,  surrounded  by  nations  learned  compared  to  them.  Tlie  very 
fact  of  circumcision  proves  the  actual  barbarism  of  the  Jews.  What  they  call  iiiith  ia 
this  matter,  I  consider  anything  but  religion. 

Did  not  the  Jews  show  their  vile  vindictiveness  of  revenge  on  the  Egyptians,  and 
expose,  also,  their  own  dishonesty  by  their  own  history,  when  they  repudiated  their 
rlebts  1  Did  they  not  make  a  Qontract  specific  with  these  people,  and  clearly  violate  and 
falsify  it  by  cunning  and  dishonesty  ? 

What  does  the  world  value  the  Jews  for  ?  For  their  refined  morals?  In  what  did 
they  excel?  In  worship?  Which  kind,  idolatry  or  superstitious  priestocracy  1  I" 
science  ?  Where  is  the  evidence,  when  they  had  to  engage  the  Phenicians  to  build 
their  boasted  temple  ?  And  to  what  use  did  the  builder,  their  wisest  seraglio-man  o( 
one  thousand  women,  devote  it?  Was  it  not  to  the  worship  of  the  sun?  And  did  not 
Solomon,  like  the  pagan  Romans,  adopt  foreign  gods? 

What  did  these  Jews  know  of  physics,  medicine,  science  ?  They  could  not  advance 
to  one  point  in  the  circle,  unless  correlatively  to  all  that  is  clear  in  the  circle  of  science. 
They  stiould  have  enlightened  the  whole  world  had  they  been  prominently  enlightened. 

The  best  thinff  the  Jews  could  do,  would  be  to  incorporate  themselves  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  who  came  much  nearer  beings  the  favored  people  of  God  than 
the  Jews,  who  were  so  odious  to  the  ancient  world.  Had  the  Jews  been  the  fiivorite 
people  of  God,  they  ought  to  have  been  assuredly  the  world's  nucleus,  whereas  they 
were  the  world's  nuisance  in  some  respects. 

These  Jews  had  little  or  no  commerce,  a  little  pent-up  country,  subordinatss  at  that 
time,  much  less  this.  Are  this  people's  fragments  to  teach  the  world  now,  when  their 
best  could  not  teach  the  world  then  ?  No  :  it  is  not  they,  but  the  priestocracy  of  the 
present,  always  of  the  present,  ever  looking  at  the  profits,  not  the  principles. 

What  sort  of  government  had  the  Jews  ?  Despotisms,  monarchies,  and  judiciary,  all 
imder  the  control  of  the  priestocracy,  who  bred  all  the  national  disturbances  in  secta- 
rianisms. See  what  slaughter  they  aroused,  about  the  superstitions  of  the  day.  Is  a'l 
this  fit  to  enlighten  and  bless  the  world  ?  The  world  should  get  rid  of  all  such  the 
quickest. 

As  a  great  and  righteous  God  of  the  universe  had  he  made  his  inspirations,  would 
they  not  have  been  of  the  most  exalted  intellectual  character,  providing^  most  divinvly. 
wisely,  and  of  course  universally,  for  the  noblest  elevation  of  the  human  race  ?  The 
very  peculiarity  of  the  Jews,  most  clearly  and  conclusively  condemns  them  for<*ver. 
None  but  bigots  could  exhume  such,  or  priestocracies  busy  themselves  about  then'- 
Instead  of  barbarian  incursions  with  exterminating  wars,  ferocious  butcheries,  and  land 
piracies,  d.8signing  as  a  reason  for  the  odious  idolatry  of  the  nations  whom  worse  idola- 
ters destroyed,  the  holiest  brotherhood  would  have  sprung  up  wiUi  love,  instead  of  such 
odious  feuds  and  hates  of  the  world.  ^ 

Now  we  see  that  the  more  the  intelligence  of  the  w^orld  is  truly  rationally  diffusct., 
that  all  things  are  for  the  better.  Peculiar  faiths  of  all  kinds,  teach  one  another's  advo- 
cates the  deadliest  hate.  Thus  the  world  is  kept  apart,  when  commerce,  trade,  science, 
and  religion,  unite  the  whole  in  one  indissoluble  bond.  As  human  institutions,  all  were 
failures  more  or  less,  with  all  th6  wrongs  and  sins  of  the  nation  thick  npon  the  Jews ; 
that  the  world  should  be  so  weak  as  to  believe  all  such,  when  unworthy  of  notice. 

While  the  Jews  are  no  worse,  considering  their  circumstances,  they  are  no  better 
than  the  balance  of  mankind  of  their  day  and  times.  They  were  the  victims  of  super- 
stition— the  remnant  of  a  people  now  no  nation.  What  is  their  faith,  but  one  of  the 
superstitious  remnants  of  the  past?  What  great  learning  had  the  Jews?  Was  that 
original  ?  Who,  of  the  Jews,  knew  that  the  earth  was  a  globe  ?  Did  Moses,  when  he 
absurdly  wrote  of  the  division  of  light  from  darkness,  when  light  and  darkness  are 
constantly  on  the  earth  during  a  certain  number  of  hours,  days,  or  months,  relatively  to 
the  sun,  whose  presence  as  the  especial  organ,  makes  light,  and  absence  darkness 
through  the  effects  of  his  rays?  The  East  surpassed  these  Jews  in  astronomieai 
science,  most  clearly,  as  the  doctrines  of  Pythagoras,  since  adopted  by  Copernicus, 
clearly  prove.  Of  all  the  systems,  that  of  the  Jews  was  most  absurd.  And  if  igno- 
rant in  the  sublime  science  of  astrononty,  how  much  more  in  religion. 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


THB  AUTHENTICITY  OF  ANY  SCRIPTURES.  4C3 

I>id  not  the  Jews  lose  their  very  laws,  while  at  Babylon  ?  To  whom  but  the  Babylo- 
nions  and  Egyptians  were  they  indebted,  for  most  they  did  know  ?  What  science  had 
Ihc^r  ?  Their  Moses,  no  doubt,  was  a  considerable  man,  but  not  as  dressed  up  as  in 
their  bible.  That  would  spoil  the  whole  character  of  the  American  Washington,  the 
hero,  patriot,  and  statesman,  the  illustrious  defender  of  his  country.  Describe  Moses, 
ix-hat  reason  admits,  and  all  would  be  right. 

The  Jews  loaned  their  money  for  what  they  could  get — exercised  usury  as  they 
trailed  it  towards  strangers,  yet  not  to  their  own  people  who  could  reciprocate  favors  of 
all  kinds.  Of  course,  they  had  no  principle.  It  was  only  a  policy,  and  a  miserable 
one  that  has  disgraced  the  annals  of  the  world,  in  making  all  strangers  outside  barba- 
rians, heathens,  and  even  this  sectarian  policy  was  adopted  by  Christ,  who  '^  came 
rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  There  is  no  palliation  for  such  an 
absurd  law,  as  all  money  is  worth  just  what  its  uniform  value  calls  for,  no  more  nor  less, 
and  any  opposition  made  could  be  made  justly,  only  on  that  ground.  All  else  is  unjust, 
and  cannot  be  legitimate  nor  honest. 

The  Jews,  as  a  favored  people,  should  have  had  prophesied  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  world,  and  won  the  confidence,  and  enlightened  it ;  whereas  they  wero  the  most 
despised,  and  had  the  confidence  of  the  world  the  least.  Will  the  Americans,  who  arc 
giving  the  moral  sublime  in  government,  submit  to  be  taught  by  the  Jews,  who  had  to 
lf»arn  of  other  nations,  by  their  own  confessions  1  But  God  taught  them  !  What,  the 
peculiar  god  of  the  priestocracy  1  That  was  of  course,  most  positively,  the  priestocracy 
themselves.  That  was  no  teaching  !  Jews,  stop  your  filthy  circumcision.  The  world 
must  get  rid  of  its  antiquated  notions,  and  learn  of  philosophical,  not  traditional  science. 
Where  now  are  commerce,  wealth,  and  greatness  ?  Not  in  such  a  country,  destitute 
of  civilization.  What  it  had,  was  transferred  by  various  causes.  What  was  the  judi- 
cial light  of  the  Jews?  How  debauched  were  many  of  their  judges.  Their  kings 
were  as  debauched  as  any.  Even  David,  whom  flattery  had  elevated  after  the  likeness 
of  their  god  s  character,  was  a  contemptible  debauchee. 

The  bible  of  the  Jewish  priestocracy  could  not  uphold  their  nation,  but  helped  to  in- 
volve them  in  inestimable  difficulties.  Their  history  is,  that  they  were  actually  cut  up 
into  sectarianisms,  that  caused  the  deepest  antagonisms.  They  had  had  little  commerce, 
which  advances  any  nation,  as  the  English  and  Americans,  to  the  height  of  practicable 
intelligence  and  civil  polity.  From  this  reason,  islands  above  all,  ought  to  possess  su- 
perior advantages.  The  Greeks  did.  Now  as  to  the  government  of  the  Jews,  we  are 
led  to  believe  that  they  were  miserably  governed,  and  that  the  light  of  mind  was  too 
far  behind  the  peculiar  light  that  they  afiected  to  claim. 

How  absurd  was  the  Ixjlief  of  the  Jews,  that  this  earth  was  the  only  habitation  of 
man  or  mind,  and  they  the  peculiar  people — of  all  people  the  least  so.  All  their  pre- 
tences are  utterly  false,  abominable,  contemptible  doctrines. 

No  ancient  nation  survived  the  various  antagonisms  of  the  old  world,  having  no  con- 
servative principles  of  rational  religion  and  government.  The  world  has  not  yet  seen 
the  true  equilibrium  of  principles,  carried  out  rationally  and  universally.  Had  the  Jews 
liad  the  immortal  principles  of  God  the  Creator,  they  could  not  have  been  peculiar,  but 
would  liave  had  the  universal  principles  of  brotherhood,  the  want  of  which  con- 
demns Uicir  priestocracy  as  the  vilest  impostors,  and  those  that  adopt  their  false  pretences  of 
passing  their  (the  Jew)  counterfeit  coin  on  the  world — the  impostors  of  impostors. 

Now  the  world  hates  the  Jews,  and  yet  it  seeks  the  very  platform  that  made  them 
detestable,  their  peculiar  false  pretences.  What  ignominious  inconsistency.  All  such 
can  be  attended  only  by  one  sad  result,  to  render  the  world  as  miserable  as  the  Jews, 
who  were  first  demoralized  and  then  denationalized. 

The  Jews  experienced  the  most  sanguinary  revolutions,  and  their  catastrophe  is 
enough  tu  warn  all  sectarians  off  from  all  their  peculiar  institutions,  as  the  just  retribu- 
tion of  want  of  correct  principles.  No  priestocracy  alone  can  flourish  :  if  mind  be  not 
there,  the  people  will  sink.     IJo  Jewish  superstitious  worship  can  answer  at  aU. 

The  Jews  and  Christians  are  punished,  or  used  rather  as  the  world,  by  the  just  self- 
vindication  of  conservative  principles.  Who  are  the  Jews,  but  a  denationalized  people, 
once  fanatics  and  pirates — and  their  bible  teaches  the  world  to  continue  so  1  1  ell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Piracy  was  the  policy  ofthe  ancient 
world,  and  superstition  its  faith. 

The  Jewish  nation  was  cut  up,  by  sectarianisms,  and  that  of  Christianity  is  posi- 
lively  one  of  them.  The  first  members  were,  by  their  own  showing,  Christian  Jews, 
sectarian  Jews.  The  Jews  trifled  with  their  little,  peculiar  god ;  let  not  the  modems 
absurdly  imitate  these  priest  pagans,  forfeit  their  claims  on  the  God  of  the  universe. 
The  Jews  were  from  Asia,  that  gave  all  tlie  forms  of  her  peculiar  faith  most  suspi- 
ciously saToring  of  oriental  despotism,  and  popular  degradation. 
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Are  a  people  under  despotic  government,  of  ages  rude,  universally  barbarous,  without 
general  commerce,  science,  arts,  literature,  philosophy,  one  of  the  world's  civilizers  ? 
What  has  the  world  to  do  with  such  an  abortion  1  If  you  would  not  believe  in  such  a 
people,  would  you  confide  in  their  obscure  bible  ?  Universal  perjurers  in  affairs  of 
peculiar  faith,  cannot  affect  religion,  the  noblest  dispensation.  Would  you  barter  the 
benefits  of  exalted  genius,  the  deepest  wisdom,  the  most  refulgent  philosophy,  for  all 
such  paltry,  worthless  wares  that  would  disgrace  enlightened  people  as  the  circumcision  1 

Has  not  the  character  of  the  Asiatics  particularly,  been  ruined  as  to  the  fmest  trait  of 
mind,  by  their  peculiar  institutions  ?  What  do  you  want  of  Jewry  ?  It  was  ruined  by 
its  own  peculiar  institutions,  as  all  the  ancient  world,  destitute  as  all  were  of  perma- 
nent principles.  You  cannot  get  anything  of  it  worth  the  notice  of  an  enlightened 
mind. 

The  gypsies,  fortune-tellers,  were  probably  descendants  of  the  priestocracy,  and  have 
as  much  peculiarity  as  the  Jews  in  many  things.  How  stupid  are  the  Jews,  denational- 
ized as  they  are,  scattered  and  diffused  among  the  people  of  the  earth,  to  be  calling 
themselves  the  chosen  and  peculiar  people  of  God,  in  face  of  God's  denial  most  posi- 
tively, from  his  word,  cause  and  effect,  and  among  nations  to  which  the  Jews  were 
nothing.  All  that  moderns  are  indebted  to  them  for,  is  a  stupid  priestocracy,  insolent 
impositions  and  fraud.  The  Jews  never  had  rational  religion.  The  old  oracles  taught 
conquests,  piracy  and  plunder,  that  was  the  custom  and  fashion  of  tlie  times.  Surely 
that  was  not  religion  rational.  As  to  rites  and  ceremonies,  how  foolish  before  God  in 
the  place  of  justice  of  man  to  man.  Duty  here  on  earth  as  required  by  rational  mind, 
is  a  part  of  religion.  All  their  vile  tales  about  dispossessing  the  original  people,  the 
aborigines,  was  a  swindling  through  the  priestocracy  and  prophets,  as  great  blasphemous 
felons.  Did  not  the  Jews  let  the  Persians  into  fiabylon,  and  then  were  they  not  re- 
warded by  restoration  to  their  country  1  The  Jews  propagated  petty  larceny  on  reli- 
gion ;  that  is  what  the  world  is  indebted  to  them  for.  They  have  been  treated  con- 
temptuously by  the  world  therefor,  and  have  caught  it.  Now  as  God's  people  having 
rational  minds,  let  them  help  do  away  with  all  such  base  'frauds  of  their  fathers,  to 
whom  the  stigma  alone  should  stick.  The  height  of  all  rational  religion,  which  is  the 
only  evidence  of  God-given  elements,  is  to  do  away  with  all  peculiar  faiths  ^nd  their 
false  pretences  that  have  stifled  truth  as  far  as  practicable.  Are  you  Jews  of  those 
that  are  the  chosen  and  peculiar  nation  1  Where  are  your  peculiar  blessings  1  Yon 
are  not  a  nation,  and  have  no  country  !  Even  your  very  peculiar  bible  is  peculiarly 
turned  against  you  by  parricidal  hands,  as  yours  turned  against  its  predecessors,  and 
you  are  expelled  aliens  from  the  superstitious  scene  of  your  forefathers,  fugitive!, 
wanderers  and  aliens  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

You  discard  religion,  and  of  course  its  God,  as  you  lay  claim  to  your  own  creation, 
one  that  the  world-wise  in  wisdom  cannot  dispute  with  you,  who  are  not  benefited  by 
the  whole  machinery. 

You  and  all  Jewry  are  estopped  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  in  claiming  the  Creator- 
God  of  the  universe,  who  cannot  possibly  be  dwarfed  into  a  peculiar  God,  as  then  he 
would  cut  himself  out  of  his  almighty  attributes,  which  the  perfect  Almighty  would 
hardly  do  for  the  Jews,  when  he  was  committed  most  justly  to  his  whole  creation.  As 
God,  he  could  not  be  peculiar,  therefore  it  is  certain  that  another  subordinate  god  of 
polytheism  is  claimed  by  the  stupid  Jewry. 

If  any  nation  were  blessed,  that  is  the  United  States  of  North  America.  But  what 
she  is  the  whole  world  can  and  will  be,  not  by  priestocracy,  your  awful  solecism,  but 
by  mind,  that  will  solve  in  time  its  universal  problem.  Now  you  have  to  get  out  of 
your  most  contemptible  peculiar  faith,  that  altogether  degrades  you  and  the  world,  and 
cuts  you  out  of  the  legitimate  benefits  of  religion,  the  noblest  brotherhood.  Think  of 
that,  Jew,  and  see  your  forefathers'  miserable  blunders,  and  all  your  foibles,  not  lo 
name  them  harsher. 

Do  not  render  yourself  ridiculous  in  your  contempt.  Avail  yourself  of  all  the  light 
of  the  God  of  mind,  and  let  alone  your  priestocracy  falsehoods.  Shame  the  stupid  part 
of  the  world  that  takes  now  the  shadow  for  tiie  substance — that  affects  your  old  cast-off 
garments,  too  rotten  to  conceal  the  deformity  of  the  iniquity.  Yes,  the  word  of  God, 
cause  and  effect,  most  conclusively  demonstrates  that  your  pretended  Moses  and  all  that 
tribe  were  tlie  veriest  impostors  of  the  priestocracy-clan,  clique,  or  tribe,  tliat  includes 
all  priests,  prophets,  and  all  the  oracle-machinery. 

The  Jews  do  not  begin  to  come  up  to  the  point  of  a  fourth-rate  nation  among  the 
least.  Arc  these  they  to  teach  rational  mind  rational  religion,  neither  of  which  they 
had  when  they  most  miserably  debauched  themselves  by  peculiar  faith,  the  direct  anti- 
podal antagonist  to  religion  ? 

The  Jews  may  forever  look  by  reason  of  this  miserable  peculiar  education  to  peculiar 
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feith,  that  will,  like  an  ignis  fatuus,  mislead  them  from  rational  religion.  The  Brahmin 
iaith  18  as  good  as  the  Jew  faith,  if  not  better.  Ail  peculiar  faith  is  counterfeit,  and 
onJy  improves  as  rational  mind  improves,  by  ruling  out  its  peculiarities  and  instituting 
correlative  rational  religion. 

One  of  the  worst  things,  the  worst  of  all,  if  the  Jew  lies  when  he  sells  to  aliens  not 
of  his  peculiar  faith,  setting  the  most  odious  example,  that  is  repaid  in  contempt  a 
thou«and-fo!d  in  evil.  Now,  of  course,  this  is  not  the  beginning  or  spirit  of  religion. 
This  shows  the  odious  vice  of  peculiar  faith.  Why  an  odious  distinction  of  usury  to 
the  world  ?  All  is  not  on  the  equitable  principles  of  commerce  that  has  uniform,  open 
justice.  The  Jew  has  no  one  to  thank  /br  all  this  hideous  deformity  in  the  body  politic 
but  himself,  and  he  is  only  excusable  on  the  ground  that  he  was  ignorant  of  any  faith 
but  the  peculiar  Jew  one.  As  to  swearing  by  the  bible,  how  can  the  truth  be  told  when 
the  advocates  go  for  faith,  not  truth,  as  they  are  lying  all  their  synagogue  and  church 
life-time  about  it  1  What  sin  is  there  in  numbering  the  people  1  Was  that  the  province 
of  the  priestocracy  ?  Is  not  a  census  one  of  the  most  valuable  statistics  of  the  world- 
government  1  What  ignorant  and  degraded  barbarians  those  Jews  were  who  over- 
looked the  glorious  free  agency  of  mind,  that  has  to  elaborate  its  best  circumstances 
nationally  and  individuaHy ! 

And  did  the  Jews  (fevote  their  spoils,  obtained  by  repudiation  of  the  Egyptian  laws, 
to  the  holy  ornaments  of  their  peculiar  god  ? 

The  Jews  were  a  kingdom  of  priests,  well  expressed  indeed,  while  the  people  were 
petty  dupes. 

The  Jewish  and  American  governments  cannot  be  mentioned  together  the  same  day. 
AH  this  results  necessarily  on  the  conservative  principles  of  rational  mind.  If  the 
Jews,  as  pretended,  sacrificed  whole  nations  to  their  faith,  they  were  the  greatest 
savages,  worse  than  cannibal-monsters,  of  the  world.   , 

Affecting  to  be  the  world-lights,  they  were  the  world-butchers.  The  Jew  notion  of 
religion  i*  very  inferior,  low,  and  degraded,  especially  when  the  Jews  claim  to  have 
discovered  it,  as  if  mind  had  not  been  created.  What  a  burlesque  on  religion  !  The 
world  descends  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  to  pretend  that  Jew  or  any  other 
periLhar  faith  is  religion.  If  you  prove  that  the  Jews  were  the  only  beings  that  had 
miud,  then  they  are  then  proved  to  be  the  chosen  peculiar  people  of  God.  Prove  that, 
acd  all  is  proved.  If  the  Jews  had  been  the  peculiar  chosen  people  of  God,  they  could 
Bot  have  been  kept  back  from  conquering  the  whole  earth.  That  is  too  plain  for  the 
world  to  miss  seeing.  They  could  not  have  been  kept  back  from  the  triumph.  Instead 
of  Canaan,  the  whole  world  would  have  graced  their  triumph.  Hence  their  prophecy- 
pretensions  by  their  national  flatterers  to  obtain  the  same  by  their  savior. 

As  the  Jews  did  not  tower  over  the  world,  they  were  impostors  and  their  bibles  are 
impostures^  and  the  priestocracy  that  are  idolatrous  enough  to  worship  their  bible,  idolize 
this  taith,  and  are  the  greatest  blockheads  on  earth.  Were  not  the  Jews  a  mixed  race 
of  people  ?  Where  were  the  intermixtures  of  the  aborigines  of  the  provincial  con- 
querors ?  Are  they  not  a  motley  race  of  the  ancients  1  Where  are  the  Egyptian,  Chal- 
dean, Assyrian,  &c.  Races  but  diffused  through  some  of  the  present  races  of  mankind. 
There  are  mixtures — ^ii.  Kings,  ch.  xvii.,  v.  18.  Therefore  the  Lord  was  very  angry 
with  Israel,  and  removed  them  out  of  his  sight.  There  was  none  left  but  the  tribe  of 
Judah  only. 

They  were  absorbed  among  the  Assyrians,  &c.  23.  Until  the  Lord  removed  Israel 
out  of  his  sight,  as  he  had  said  by  all  his  servants  the  prophets.  So  was  Israel 
carried  away  out  of  their  own  land  to  Assyria  unto  this  day.  24.  And  the  king  of 
Assyria  brought  men  from  Babylon,  and  placed  them  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  instead 
of  the  children  of  Israel.  The  priestocracy  could  always  assign  a  cause  of  sophistry 
why  the  people  were  removed  for  their  sins,  as  if  the  Jews  were  ever  any  better  under 
their  hypocrisy  to  Moses.  They  forgot  the  prophecy  of  Abraham.  Were  not  the  old 
Dmids  as  good  in  Groves  as. the  ancient  Jews? 

But  the  first  were  devoted  to  human  sacrifices.  What  less  did  the  Jews  do  when, 
17,  and  they  caused  their  sons  and  daughters  to  pass  through  the  fire,  and  used  dtvina^ 
tion  and  enchantments,  and  sold  themselves  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  pro- 
voke him  to  anger.  2  Chronicles,  ch.  xxxiii,  v.  6,  and  he  (Manasseh)  caused  his 
children  to  pass  through  the  fire  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom.  9.  So  Ma- 
oasseh  made  Judah  and  the  inhahitants  of  Jerusalem  to  err,  and  do  worse  than  the 
heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  destroyed  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

Now,  if  the  bible  told  that  the  Jews  were  actually  worse  than  the  heathen  whom 
their  peculiar  god  displaced  for  them,  what  if  the  world  had  the  whole  history,  out  of 
all  the  imperfect  story  of  the  priestocracy.  The  whole  world  ought  to  rise  and  put 
down  all  such  pretences.      Now,  the  best  part  is  unwittingly  told  by  the  Jew-Jesaiis, 
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for  Manasseh  changed  after  he  had  bcea  to  Babylon,  from  idol  and  human  sacrifices. 
Were  not  the  Babylonians  most  civilized  ?  In  a  few  years  the  book  of  the  law  wart 
found.  To  whom  were  the  Jews  indebted  for  all  these  changes  1  It  actually  seems 
that  the  priestocracy  arc  actually  afraid  that  the  people  will  see  for  themselves  how 
degraded  the  bible  is. 

If  the  priestocracy  seek  to  hide  all  the  book  and  faith  iniquities  from  the  world,  then 
they  arc  the  endorsers  of  all,  and  are  responsible  to  the  whole  world  for  all  the  blas- 
phemous felony  tliat  they  seek  to  palm  on  tjic  same.  Did  any  of  the  priestocracy  ap- 
preciate the  horrible  position  of  their  profess!^  ere  they  adopted  it,  human  nature  must 
have  revolted  at  the  black  and  dismal  picture,    s 

It  seems  that  the  kings  were  respected  by  the  \4ble  as  priest-partizans,  and  as  the 
chief  priests  held  the  bible,  of  course  the  records  w«je  roaae  to  suit  the  complexion  of 
their  profession.  How  many  kinds  of  bibles  did  theJ^ws  have  as  a  nation?  That  is 
the  question.  Was  the  human  sacrifice  diffused  to  moi<^  than  one  time  ?  Of  course. 
2  Chronicles,  ch.  xxviii.,  v.  3,  and  (Ahaz)  burnt  his  children  in  the  fire,  after  the 
abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  cast  out  befgre  the  children  of  Israel. 
Between  the  human  sacrifices  of  absolutism  and  priestocracy,  the  world  has  felt  enough 
indeed.  The  bible  chronicles  abundance  indeed.  The  barbarian  Jew-kings  thought  it 
nothing  to  slaughter,  as  Jehoram,  *'  all  his  brethren  with  the  sword."  If  the  kings 
sacrificed  human  beings,  of  a  surety  the  people  did.  We  cannot  reach  how  low  the 
ancient  polytheists  were,  only  by  seeing  tlie  modem  adoption.  ISo  wonder  atheists 
were  made  as  the  savage  cannibalism  of  the  polytheists  made  them.  It  is  really  sur- 
prising that  the  whole  world  did  not  turn  atheists,  to  escape  the  savage  cannibalism  of 
polytheism. 

Will  this  idolatrous  generation  of  priestocracies  never  stop?  Will  it  pollute  the 
presence  of  free  and  intelligent  mind,  with  their  afterthoughts  of  their  affiliated  tribe, 
who  sacrificed  children  in  human  sacrifices,  and  ended  as  they  begun,  in  blasphemous 
impositions  on  God  and  man  ? 

Of  course,  Jew,  you  sincerely  believe  that  the  Christian  is  the  very  devil,  and  you 
liate  liim.  Now,  there  is  no  love  lost,  for  he  hates  you  with  a  bitter,  scornful  hate. 
You  boUi  hate  the  Maliommedan,  who  hates  you  too.  The  Christian  hates  the  Motmun, 
and  wars  upon  him,  for  serving  him  as  he  served  the  Jew.  They  are  all  an  amiable 
family  all  around,  and  yet  they  are  all  impostors,  having  no  religion,  but  in  positive 
antagonism  with  monotheism,  which  only  represents  rational  religion. 

The  eleven  patriarchs,  sons  of  Jacob,  were  true  to  their  stock ;  murderous  in  their 
thoughts,  tliey  sought  first  to  slay  Joseph,  then  they  sold  him.  The  people  were  greater 
calves  to  follow  such  men  as  Moses  and  Aaron.  As  the  Jews  were  denationalized  if 
their  peculiar  god  deserted  them,  it  was  for  their  corruption,  and  surely  their  peculiar 
records  must  have  been  too  corrupt  to  help  other  nations,  as  they  did  not  avail  tlic  Jews. 
Do  the  Christians  browbeat  the  Jews  because  the  first  live  in  a  glass  house  ?  All  are 
in  similar  houses  when  they  build  on  peculiar  faith. 

Alexander's  dream  about  the  Jews  was  all  of  policy,  like  the  visions  of  the  Jew  pro- 
phets ;  he  wished  to  conciliate  them.  Moses  made  tlie  people  hypocritical  and  sinful, 
Sx)lamon  made  them  more  corrupt,  neither  of  whom  showed  wisdom  in  that.  These 
men  perverted  their  nation,  and  helped  to  ruin  it. 

No  ancient  nation  had  the  essential  principles  of  rational  mind.  The  ancients  had 
little  mind,  aud  were  slaves  and  vassals  of  their  false  leaders. 

W^ho  were  the  Jews  ?  Warriors.  The  American  savages  are  that.  Did  kings  wish 
to  invade  dominions ;  they  had  but  to  consult  their  gods,  most  peculiar,  to  inspire  enthu- 
siasm among  their  bandit  followers,  that  is  the  priestocracy,  whom  bribery,  corruption,  and 
compulsion  could  bring  over  to  their  will  and  wickedness.  Did  even  adulterers  wish  to  suc- 
ceed ?  Were  they  rich  enough,  or  powerful  enough,  the  chastity  of  matrons  was  then, 
as  now,  a  small  thing  in  the  attempt  ?  O  priestocracy,  base  instigators  of  crime  untold. 
Uie  bully  of  the  people  and  of  kings  till  compelled  to  be  their  sycophants,  the  tool  of 
tyrants,  and  vassals  of  despots,  ye  have  corrupted  and  ruined  the  world  as  far  as  in  you 
lay-  The  way  the  priestocracy  talk,  one  would  hardly  know,  unless  by  strict  investi- 
gation, that  human  sacrifice  was  ever  instituted  in  this  idolatrous  nation.  Were  not  the 
Jews  from  Chaldea  ?  Was  not  Abraham  acknowledged  from  that  source  ?  The  Chal- 
deans excelled  the  Jews,  who  did  not  know  that  the  tower  of  Babel  was  for  astronomical 
calculations.  Abraham  might  have  been  a  renegade.  We  have  only  the  account  of  his 
afiiliated  tribe  for  it.  .  j- 1 

These  old  regime  world-curses  injure  the  moderns.  Our  fathers  did  so  ?  \ATiat  did 
rational  mind  do?  The  Jews  had  a  peculiar  education  to  consider  their  books  and  faith 
right,  therefore  they  have  the  greatest  difficulty  to  become  rational.  The  ancients  were 
more  or  less  taught  their  peouUar  faitb,  as  the  Greeks.    All  peculiar  faiths  were  about 
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on  un  eqnatUy  oaly  as  they  embraced  rational  doctrines  from  mind.  The  circumcision 
of  the  Jews  is  nothing,  for  most  of  the  neighboring  nations,  as  Egyptians  and  Ethio^ 
plans,  did  the  same. 

I  presume  that  the  Jews  were  driven  from  Egypt  as  the  Mormons  were  expelled  by 
the  Ohristians. 

Of  all  the  oracle-mongers,  the  Jews  and  Jew  Christians  had  their  part.  Now  will 
the  moderns  be  so  sofl,  as  to  partake  of  all  such  folly  and  crime  ? 

I  think  the  moderns  are  greater  blockheads  than  the  Jews,  who  made  a  little  overseer 
pecaliar  god,  whom  the  first  take  instead  of  the  God  of  the  universe--and,  as  a  proof, 
ihey  have  to  help  him,  with  messiahships  and  priestocracies.  They  have  to  endorse  all) 
hy  the  most  abominable  pretences.  What  a  god,  that  his  own  peculiar  people  hare  to 
lie  for  him  all  the  time  !  The  present  Jews  are  withheld,  by  their  peculiar  prejudices 
aud  follies,  from  participating  with  a  nation  truly  blessed. 

The  JeW'bible  is  not  good  enough  for  the  slaves  that  it  was  Written  for,  however 
mach  they  revived  it,  with  some  exceptions,  as  Korah  and  his  illustrious  compeers. 
Now,  if  the  Jews  revolted  at  it,  what  must  the  intelligent  modern  freemen  do  ?  But 
Josephus  proves  this  book.  Indeed — when  he  only  translated  the  books  that  affect  to 
endorse  it,  and  them  written  by  whom?  The  very  Jew  priestocracy?  What  did 
Apion  say,  if  Josephus  is  thus  introduced?  Is  not  that  enough  to  condemn  the  Jews? 
Had  we  the  ancient  books  destroyed,  wh«t  facta  would  appear. 

The  very  fact  of  Solomon  being  a  polytheist,  proves  him  far  from  being  the  wisest 
of  men,  else  that  very  authority  disproves  the  authority  of  the  scriptures. 

It  is  most  evident  that  the  idolatrous  Jews,  who  sacrificed  human  beings,  became 
like  the  world  in  process  of  time ;  and  by  improvement  of  mind,  more  humane  and  civi- 
lized, and  less  barbarous.  This  is  the  whole  history  of  the  world.  When  were  not  the 
Jews  slaves  ?  Were  they  not  under  vassalage  for  five  hundred  years,  by  their  own 
showing,  and  were  they  competent  to  teach  mankind — the  ancients,  much  less  the  mo- 
derns—the precepts  of  rational  religion,  when  they  were  barbarians,  idolators,  repudia- 
tors,  and  sacrificers  of  their  own  offspring  ?  Did  not  all  the  ancients  hold  slaves,  on 
the  martial  tenure  ? 

Were  the  Jews  any  better  in  peculiar  faith  than  the  Romans  and  Grecians,  the  two 
kst  of  w*hom  had  no  human  sacrifices  in  their  refined  days,  while  the  first  had  abun- 
dance? The  Jews  had  polygamy,  that  the  Romans  abolished  in  their  empire,  including 
the  Jews. 

Arc  modern  freemen  willing  to  have  the  Jews  for  masters  in  peculiar  faith,  when  the 
ancients  did  not  wish  them  for  slaves  ?  The  ancients  were  incompetent  to  the  solution 
of  religion,  and  all  the  Jews  had  no  religion.  They  had  superstition  and  its  peculiar 
faith,  and  shall  that  be  the  bribe  to  the  modern  world  for  its  religion  soul-elements? 

The  further  back  all  history  goes  the  more  fabulous,  and  even  the  more  modern  has 
been  basely  corrupted. 

Were  the  Jews  an  exception  to  the  frailties  of  mankind  ?  Are  they  of  the  present 
day  more  honorable  in  trade,  more  truthful  and  faithful  to  the  comprehensive  demands 
of  religion?  Do  they  even  know  what  religion  is?  Have  they  proved  it  by  their 
abominable  sectarianism,  that  was  repaid  them  many  fold  by  their  parricides,  vindica^^ 
ting  the  principles  of  retributive  justice,  especially  for  their  infamous  blasphemy  ?  I 
ean  prove,  by  Plato,  that  other  nations  had  an  idea  of  God,  at  least  equal  to  the  Jews, 
who  were  polytheists,  having  god,  devil,  angels,  and  priestocracy— not  to  mention  the 
balance  of  peculiar  faith — ^that  proves  them,  by  their  civil  polity,  their  worship  in  their 
inhuman  sacrifices,  inferior  to  the  most  civilised.  They  were  the  vulgar  slaves  of  su- 
perstition, as  the'  history  of  their  Christs  proves*  by  the  bloodiest  massacres,  and  to 
their  prophecies  pretended.  Never  was  there  a  time  but  that  the  Jews  were  idolatrous, 
and  all  that  adopt  the  Jew  bibles  are  the  rankest  idolatora. 

The  Jews  sacrificed  human  beings,  their  own  ofispring,  as  burnt  offerings  to  igno- 
minious superstition — so  do  the  moderns  as  vilely  sacrifice  their  religion,  and  mind^s 
nobility,  to  the  barbarian  Jew^s  debauched  bibles.  What  a  stigma  on  the  world^s 
freemen. 

Rational  mind,  to  reach  the  excellency  of  its  rationality  in  refined  civilization,  has  to 
put  down  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  all  the  secret  associations  and  institutions  identified 
therewith,  all  over  the  globe,  and  evoke  the  noblest  religion,  and  her  institutions  of  uni- 
versal brotherhood. 

What  were  all  the  Jew  governments  but  absolute  despotisms  ?  They  were  the  most 
factious  of  barbarians,  assimilated  to  the  Chinese — excluding  the  outside,  and  butchering 
all  the  world  practicable. 

As  the  Jews  were  a  peculiar  people,  favorites  of  their  peculiar  god — Gen.  xv.  t.  13. 
And  they  shall  afflict  them  four  hundred  years — they  were  to  be  slaves  to  the  Egyptians 


Digitized  by  V^jQ 


■8§r 


4«8  BATIONAL  RELIGION  AKD  MORALS. 

that  time  !  But  God  doeth  as  man  doth  not,  it  may  be  pretended.  Then  laan,  D«t 
God,  delivered  the  pretence  that  the  Jews  were  his  fayorites;  for  that  slavery  con- 
demns such  bible. 

In  regard  to  Jephthah^s  bribing  his  peculiar  god  to  commit  perjury : — ^Jephthah  inalces  a 
burnt  offering  of  his  own  daughter,  clearly  making  his  god  participant  in  his  crime  of 
murder  also.  Now  here  is  clearly  proved,  that  the  peculiar  god  could  not  be  the  omni- 
potent God,  as  then  he  was  criminal ;  and  not  being  omniscient,  he  was  peculiar ;  and 
the  whole  is  an  imposition,  a  frauds  of  the  priestocracy.  Not  only  Jethro,  but  the 
devil  was  greater  than  this  peculiar  god.  The  Jewa  were  so  utterly  ignorant  as  to 
weep,  when  they  should  have  rejoiced,  at  the  reading  of  the  laws,  as  pretended.  But 
it  proves  that  they  did  not  know  the  laws  and  ordinances,  that  were  peculiarly  pre- 
pared, no  doubt. 

Does  not  the  soul  of  modern  freemen  feel  the  deepest  disgust  at  the  idea  of  having  to 
go  to  the  in&mous  pretended  bibles  of  Jews,  of  Judaish  sectarianism,  with  all  its  patch- 
work from  barbarian  idolatrous  worshippers,  to  find  that  which  neither  they  nor  their 
priestocracy  ever  had,  pure  rational  religion  ?  Will  it  not  feel  indignant,  to  get  lc» 
than  by  the  purest  sources  of  most  rational  mind,  that  is  growing  in  the  divine  grape  of 
rationality  ?    Would  you  go  to  the  barbarian  Jews  for  the  principles  of  government  ? 

You  would  think  that  perfectly  absurd  and  ridiculous,  much  more  then  would  it  be 
preposterous  and  outrageous  to  expect  what  is  more  sublime,  and  that  identified  with 
the  noblest  of  all  constitutional  governments,  self,  national,  and  universal,  for  one  uni- 
versal brotherhood,  when  these  same  Jews  were  the  most  selfish  and  sectarian  of  all 
the  world.  What  is  their  bible,  but  poisoned  up  with  the  same  malign  revults  ?  ^VlIat 
are  all  the  progeny  of  Judaism,  as  Christianity,  Mahommedanism,  and  Mormonism, 
other  than  hundreds  of  monstrosities,  from  whom  Ught  has  been  tak«n,  but  hybrid  1 
Religion  consecrates  mind  in  all  its  beauties,  strength,  and  greatness,  but  not  Jew  pre- 
tensions. 

The  people  that  adopt  the  Jew  government,  pretending  to  praise  it,  are  the  most  de- 
ceived or  greatest  deceivers  on  earth,  tories  to  mankind,  country,  and  the  God  of  the 
universe ;  all  of  whom  they  would  sacrifice  for  the  benefit  of  the  priestocracy,  the  most 
contemptible  of  every  curse  on  earth,  without  any  exception. 

Do  you  worship  Jew  idols,  their  bibles,  faiths,  peculiar  god  and  messiah  1  Who  wenr 
the  Jews,  but  ignorant  barbarians,  pirates  and  jugglers  of  their  time  ?  But  the  Jews 
are  so  peculiar,  distinct  from  all  other  nations.  Yes,  the  Jews  are  most  peculiar,  60 
much  so,  that  their  peculiarities  of  their  god,  bible  and  faith  cannot  be  appreciated  by 
other  nations.  They  knew  not  rational,  the  only  religion.  Barbarians,  ignorant  and 
superstitious  as  they  were,  and  never  reaching  more  than  a  fourth  or  fifth  rate  nation, 
at  their  very  best.  They  never  presented,  in  their  selfish  peculiarity,  any  but  preten- 
sions to  the  claim  of  superiority  in  the  world.  Neither  their  country  nor  themscWc* 
occupy  a  prominent  portion  of  the  world's  history.  They  were  neither  distingujahed 
for  commerce,  arts  or  science,  religion  or  government,  and  modern  despots  alone  have 
given  their  faith  consequence  in  seeking  their  own  power.  By  tlie  showing  of  the  Jews, 
their  peculiar  faith  suited  the  barbarian  complexion  of  the  times,  as  self-interest  and 
despotism  prevailed. 

As  to  Jephthah,  tliat  commentators  afifect  to  explain  away,  all  that  proves  the  bartA- 
rian,  heathenish  superstition  of  the  Jews,  who  have  pretended  to  religion,  worse  than 
the  false  crv  of  the  hunter,  that  imitates  the  voice  of  animals  to  inveigle  and  destroy* 
What  the  Jew  assumes  about  his  god  is  peculiar,  and  cannot  be  transferred.  The 
world,  mankind  can  only  participate  in  universal  attributes  and  principles ;  all  else  is 
fraud,  deception,  imposition  and  delusion  about  an  ignoble  faith,  abominable  superstition 
and  vile,  canting  hypocrisy. 

To  the  peculiar  faith  people,  Jews  and  Christians,  the  world  is  indebted,  as  well  as 
ancient  nations,  for  the  terms  of  heathen,  infidels  and  barbarians.  The  Chinese, 
bringing  this  ancient  custom  from  remote  ages  to  the  present  time,  call  all  others,  out- 
side barbarians,  and  with  just  as  much  justice.  If  any  people  is  entitled  to  the  name 
of  sacred  and  religious,  their  immense  antiquity  gives  them  the  most  substantial  elainif 
but  that  i»  all  nullified  in  the  presence  of  monotheism,  that  started  with  the  universe* 

The  minds  of  intelligent  monotheists  are  too  often  outraged  by  the  impudent  preten- 
sions of  those  Jew  barbarians,  unless  they  estimate  tliem  with  a  cutting  analysis.  ^^'^ 
vid,  their  adulterous,  murderous  king,  is  represented  as  "a  man  after  God*s  own  heart  • 
What  god  1  The  Jew  god,  of  course.  This  man  was  an  adulterer,  murderer,  bandit,  who 
fostered  an  ignoble  priestocracy  ;  this  vil6  character  to  be  the  fountain  for  fiilae  mcs; 
slabs  and  prophets,  this  character  to  be  approved  of  by  the  world  ?  Forbid  it,  light  of 
mind  and  liberty.  . 

This  fellow,  that  combined  the  tricks  of  the  priestocracy  and  monarcfayy  the  vUei» 
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union  of  despotism !  Forbid  any  such  example,  freebom  Americans,  who  woald  laugh 
(o  scorn  the  Jew  gOTemment,  much  more  can  the  monotheist  the  Jew  faith,  alike  desti- 
tute of  principles. 

Je-w,  you  have  no  excuse  for  your  pretences. 

Do  you  need  law  ?  Would  you  prefer  Moses,  the  barbarian,  self-convicted,  to  the 
accomplished  codes  of  the  present  times  ? 

You  should  prefer  religious  and  moral  force  to  physical  barbarism.  You  are  made 
to  study  your  bible,  so  called,  and  a  few  things  pertaining  thereto,  and  you  become 
tainted  more  or  less  with  odious,  mean  sectarianism,  that  forever  divides  you  from  all 
tho  pure  lights,  benefits  and  blessings  of  monotheism. 

Yoti  thus  divest  yourself  of  the  glorious  rights  of  universal  bootherhood,  and  can 
obtain  nothing  an  equivalent  therefor.  Renounce,  from  this  day,  your  fanatical  bigotry, 
your  abominable  seclusion,  your  nothings  for  immortal  benefits  not  otherwise  attained. 
As  Jews,  yon  can  promise  yourself  nothing  good. 

Put  down  the  principles  of  monotheism,  or  maintain  the  doctrines  of  peculiar  faith. 
The   priestocracy  luvo  degraded  their  creator  to  a  peculiar  anomaly,  to  subserve 
their  base  and  dishonorable,  selfieh  and  lying  purposes. 
The  light  of  these  times  informs  yo<i  better. 

The  nation  of  the  Jews  was  not  even  rational,  much  less  religious.  It  was  mostly 
running  after  the  gods  of  other  peculiar  faiths,  as  it  was  swayed  by  circumstances, 
proving  that  the  people  were  barbarians,  and  had  no  rational  conception  of  religion  or 
good  rational  government. 

No  matter  if  the  god  peculiar  of  the  Jews  was  pretended  to  be  the  God  of  the 
universe,  the  very  peculiarity  destroys  the  character  of  their  god,  and  renders  him  the 
peculiar  idol  of  all  the  priestocracy,  however  self-concealed  the  last  be.  This  nation 
boasted  through  this  source,  and  let  it  enjoy  all  the  peculiarity  with  all  its  peculiar 
ignominy.  This  is  a  peculiar  creation,  and  has  all  the  vices  of  such  peculiarity.  The 
pnestocracy,  if  nothing  else,  vitiate  the  whole  peculiar  theocracy.  Monotheism  has  no 
pecu1iarit}r  about  it,  and  therefore  is  of  God. 

The  priestocracy  of  all  the  ancient  and  modern  world  were  and  are  below  science 
and  patriotism,  and  never  could  appreciate,  from  their  bigotry,  principles  God-honored 
and  religious.  They  are  unsafe  guides  at  all  times,  and  ought,  should  be  scouted  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  by  all  honest  men. 

If  the  Jews  had  no  more  respect  to  their  god  than  to  liken  their  King  David  to 
him,  let  modem  monotheists  at  least  have  the  justice  to  place  the  God  of  creation  above 
all  creation. 

Did  the  Jews  ever  have  the  remotest  vision  of  the  blessings  of  constitutional  republican 
government,  much  less  of  monotheism  ?  How  came  Samuel  when  importuned  for  a 
king  by  his  fellow  Jews,  who  absolutely  refused  the  rule  of  the  priestocracy  Judges, 
he  himself  refusing  monarchy,  not  proclaim  with  prophetic  vision  the  sublime  majesty 
•f  mind,  so  pre-eminently  displayed  in  illustrious  constitutional  liberty,  that  would  have 
elevated  his  nation  so  conspicuously  above  all  of  the  whole  globe,  and  given  it  a  renown 
and  himself  a  glory,  eclipsing  all  the  theocracy  of  Moses  and  his  colleagues.  And  what 
little  civilization  the  Jewish  nation  bad,  did  it  not  get  it  from  the  Egyptians  and  Eastern 
nations  ?  Joseph  had  an  illustrious  character  somewhat,  but  that  is  recorded  by  the 
priestocracy,  and  is  part  of  all.  Well,  where  did  he  get  that  but  from  the  Egyptians, 
who  civilized  him  ? 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  of  an  analogous  character  :  they  are  all  deception  to  acquire 
power.  They  do  no  good,  hot  detract  from  mind^s  excellency.  The  modems  are  so 
far  from  being  indebted  to  the  ancients  for  faith,  that  they  have  been  most  awfully  cursed 
thereby. 

All  of  th^  Jews,  as  all  other  ancient  nations,  will  be  finally  eonsigned  to  the  tomb, 
as  the  folly  and  vice  of  a  barbarian  age. 

Those  sulvooates  of  peculiar  faith  that  object  to  the  unnatural  and  ungodly  circum- 
cision of  Jews,  still  receive  their  bible  that  enjoins  it — a  reproach  to  civilization;  to 
mutilate  the  body  is  baae,  but  to  immolate  the  mind  by  any  peculiar  faith  is  detestable. 
And  you,  christian,  have  been  persecuting  the  Jew  for  centuries,  to  effect  a  change 
of  his  fiiith,  and  what  faith  can  you  secure  him !  From  that  rational  religion  deliver 
U8  all.  If  the  curse  is  on  the  Jews  herein  must  be  the  greatest,  that  they  have  abjured 
the  God  of  the  universe  for  their  little  peculiar  jew-god  of  priestocracy,  and  rational 
religion  ibr  tory  peculiar  faith.     But  all  such  is  the  curse  of  the  world. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  JEW  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

The  predominant  idea  or  passport  of  confidence  to  the  world,  respecting  tbe  scrip- 
tures as  they  are  assumed,  is  inspiration  and  revelation  by  the  god  of  coTenants. 
Proper  analysis  and  the  highest  respect  to  truth  and  religion,  compel  the  most  exaci  and 
just  language.  That  they  are  inspired  by  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  must  be  gratui- 
tously admitted  or  taken  for  granted,  but  mind  most  rational  and  of  right  culture,  i» 
compelled  to  hold  all  this  in  abeyance  until  proved  and  demonstrated  coneluutvcly  and 
satisfactorily.  All  such  inspiration  must  be  exact  and  perfect  as  God,  who  is  perfect. 
If  such  scriptures  be  not  perfect,  then  they  are  not  in  exact  accordance  with  philosophi- 
cal science,  that  convicts  them  of  false  pretences.  Divine  and  direct  inspiration,  theik, 
is  a  proper  substitute  for  science,  wisdom  and  philosophy. 

Mind  invariably  owes  it  to  itself,  as  most  honorable  thus  to  act,  to  decide  properly 
and  faithfully  on  all  propositions,  for  in  the  multiplicity  of  the  world^s  biMes  that  were 
more  numerous  than  the  ancient  nations,  and  that  flourished,  relatively  to  the  state  of 
auguries,  soothsayings  and  oracles,  to  analyze  this  whole  subject  fairly,  that  it  may  not 
be  imposed  upon  by  false  pretences  that  will  mislead  it  to  the  most  disreputable  and  dis- 
honorable company,  the  association  of  which  may  be  regarded  most  iostlj  before 
rational  mind,  as  most  felonious,  and  before  the  perfect  Creator,  most  blasphemouaw 
None  that  are  fair,  honorable  or  just,  can  take  exception  to  this  correct  course,  but 
those  whose  dishonesty  and  untruth  will  be  necessarily  exposed  to  the  whole  world  that 
is  obliged  to  be  identified  in  the  glorious  subject  of  religion  and  morals.  As  a  univexse- 
question,  this  whole  matter  roust  be  resolved  on  its  illustrious  and  etermtl  principles^ 
and  on  no  other.  The  very  first  chapter,  nay,  verse,  of  Genesis,  proves  the  scriptures 
to  be  an  uninspired  book,  and  that  too,  in  reference  to  the  most  important  points,  God 
and  his  universe,  otherwise  science  has  to  be  sacrificed  before  inspiration,  which  is  an 
imposition,  though  it  be  from  ignorance  and  any  peculiar  god  of  tho  writers,  with 
whom  the  universe  cannot  possibly  be  acquainted  on  its  principles,  functions  or  attri- 
butes. 

In  the  first  place,  I  will  premise  that  there  is  no  unity  between  the  old  and  subsequent 
testaments,  new  or  more  recent,  first,  intermediate  or  latter,  as  now  presented  by  Chris- 
tians, Mahommedans  and  Mormons.  Such  last  testaments  are  bound  to  the  old,  by  a 
mere  rope  of  sand,  and  all  rest  on  no  foundations.  The  old  speaks  of  one  peculiar 
god,  the  new  speaks  of  trinity  and  prophets  peculiar,  and  all  of  their  peculiar  machineiy 
of  faith.  The  question  of  all  sublime  questions  of  honor,  justly  and  rationally  arises^ 
are  those  scriptures  endorsed  for  mind*s  conscience  and  souPs  reception  ?  When  sub- 
mitted to  the  only  test  of  the  whole  universe,  they  are  all  refuted  as  false  pretences. 
The  creation^s  God  has  recorded  his  self-evident,  neither  refutable  nor  deniable  by  any 
rational  mind. 

We  now  advance  to  the  moat  prominent  matters  of  the  first,  the  Jew  Testament  8» 
called,  and  among  them  the  analysis  of  tlie  creation,  by  submitting  it  to  rational  mind, 
its  master-spirit.  Whose  creation  is  this,  to  which  we  are  now  introduced  by  this  so- 
called  bible  1  It  is  positively  tliat  of  the  priestocracy,  who  ostensibly  are  represented 
by  Moses.  All  that  we  have,  proves  that  mind  originated  sham  designs  of  intellectual 
but  perverted  creation,  for  the  emolument  and  selfish  purposes  of  the  priestocracy,  that 
had  then  a  preponderating  ascendancy  in  mind's  affairs. 

God  alone  prophecies  always  by  time,  acts  constantly  by  the  universe,  the  consnm- 
mation  of  cause  and  effect,  his  work  and  word  represented  by  its  principles,  functions 
and  attributes,  all  matters  of  fixed  and  immutable  facts  cognizable  to  mind,  an  individual 
element  whose  exponents  are  five  connecting  organs,  those  of  sense,  and  thus  invites 
all  by  his  eternal  truths  of  universe  fects. 

Now,  if  this  matter  submitted  had  been  true  inspiration  of  the  creator,  the  authsc 
would  have  enlighteBed  correspondently  to  the  munificence  of  this  sublime  subject, 
conformed  more  in  accordance  with  exact  scionce,  and  instead  of  such  peculiar  bible- 
defective  oommunication,  would  have  indited  a  universal  language,  as  much  above  all 
that  pretended,  as  God  is  above  Moses. 

God,  in  his  perfection,  has,  exactly  in  conformity  to  his  august  and  divine  msjesty^ 
thus  enacted,  and  \efi  the  eternal  record  unmistakaUe  to  the  universe. 

For  bibles,  partial  representations  of  science,  philosophy,  astronomy,  and  wisdom,  he 
has  left  their  divine  essences  indelibly  impressed  on  the  universe  itselif.  He  has  gives 
it  the  real  substance,  and  left  rational  mind  to  elaborate  from  those  munificent  universal 
treasnrcs,  exhaustless  and  evolved,  proportionately  to  the  innate  capacity  of  minds 
improved  rationality. 

In  tlie  beginning,  the  great  first  cause  created  that  universe,  hia  own  seat  of  parity 
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the  holy  centre,  and  all  the  abodes  of  rational  mind,  that  can  appropriate  all  that  is 
legitimate  in  uniyersal  language  and  facts,  all  eternal. 

This  universe  is  a  system  of  systems,  reflecting  effect  to  cause  all  to  him,  its  supreme 
consummation,  and  the  earth  a  planet  that  belongs  to  our  solar  system,  and  is  directly 
indebted  to  the  sun  for  its  light,  that  reflects  the  supreme  luminary  of  suns,  and  that 
over  shineth  on  this  planet  in  its  revolutions  that  make  the  day  and  night,  the  year  and 
s^eusoDs  of  the  year,  and  its  own  mighty  results  during  that  year. 

*rhe  elaboration  of  this  universe,  exhaustless  and  immense  to  the  brightest  embcdi- 
r.ient  of  mind,  that  characterizes  it  as  nature,  which  analyzed,  is  creation  elaborated  with 
I  r.nciples,  functions,  and  attributes,  is  due  to  the  creator's  almighty  potency,  intelli- 
jC'^nc-e  in  perfection,  for  the  glory  of  himself  exacting  the  adoration'  of  his  supreme 
v,ork — man^s  mind,  in  soul  and  spirit,  that  are  to  elaborate  their  perfection  in  this  mighty 
theatre. 

Any  system  that  pretends  that  nature  is  adequate  for  the  creator,  is  destitute  of  the 
first  principles  of  its  comprehension. 

The  creator  adapted  all  the  elements  of  creation  to  each  other,  each  solar  system 
balancing  itself  by  its  inherent  properties,  and  all  for  an  harmonious  whole  that  neces- 
sarily and  exclusively  respects  its  almighty  standard,  whom  all  conservative  principles 
represent  and  vindicate. 

The  chief  purpose  is  religious  comprehension  of  mind,  that  can  unite  universally  on 
this  consummation.  Before  all  this,  all  partial  and  peculiar  bibles  sink  into  utter  insig- 
nificance. Its  authors  absurdly  sophisticate  natural  results,  cause  and  effect,  and  give 
no  credit  to  universal  principles  that  represent  the  first  canse. 

A  partial  or  peculiar  creed  or  bible,  when  we  are  introduced  into  the  audience-centre 
of  the  perfect  creator  of  the  universe,  is  worse  than  none  at  all — incomparably  worse. 
That  is  miserable  morals  to  palm  all  such  on  the  world  for  the  inspired  one.  From  the 
sublime  subject  just  presented,  we  have  to  descend  to  the  grovelling,  mercenary,  and 
ridiculous  one  of  the  bible,  mind-factured  by  the  priestocracy  who  represent  in  every 
age  of  the  world  and  division  the  soothsayers,  augurs,  and  oracle  dispensers,  pagans  all. 
All  that  they  can  possibly  present  are  only  diversified  editions  of  the  same  mighty 
subject,  to  which  their  pretences  are  as  irrelevant  and  inadequate. 

THE  BIBLE  OF  THE  JEWS. 

Genesis,  ch.  i.  1,  gives  **  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth."  What  was  the 
heaven,  but  what  was  heaved  up?  Does  this  creation  of  man,  define  God's  creation 
with  philosophical  science  ?  If  it  were  the  best  that  mind  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
from  the  nature  of  information  as  it  was,  could  only  give,  then  I  would  hail  it  as  the 
best  offering  of  religion ;  but  when  it  is  palmed  on  the  world  as  the  offering  of  inspira- 
tion, I  feel  bound  to  test  it  by  the  claims  advanced,  and  not  of  its  relative  potency  of 
mortality. 

The  very  start  premises  a  downfall.  If  the  writers,  assuming  as  they  do  inspiration, 
be  ignorant  on  that,  as  in  social  science,  what  must  they  be  in  religion,  when  they  can- 
not define  the  God  of  creation,  nor  the  most  obvious  parts  of  creation  ? 

The  creation  is  not  defined  by  the  word  heaven,  which  means  heaved  up,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  bible  writers,  who  were  ignorant  also  that  it  was  relatively  heaved  down,  or 
that  the  revolution  of  the  earth  constantly  presented  the  same  kind  of  exalted  concav- 
ity. When  we  ask  where  is  heaven,  who  can  pretend  to  locate  ether  for  heaven,  much 
less  is  it  a  firm  frame-work  built  up  by  the  ignorance  of  the  priestocracy,  who  assumed 
to  fix  the  frame- work  of  science,  that  has  upset  all  their  impudence. 

Their  idea  of  the  earth,  was  as  far  from  science.  Some  of  the  self-inspired  men 
pretended  that  this  earth  was  a  plane,  with  four  corners  or  ends,  an  idea  that  was  con- 
veyed to  the  sailors  of  Columbus,  when  they  feared  they  might  drop  off,  or  from  it,  if 
they  sailed  too  far  west. 

Circumnavigation  only  proved  the  rotundity  of  the  globe.  All  the  resulting  ideas 
were  parallel.  The  ancients  not  only  conceived  of  heathen,  or  outside  barbarians,  that 
did  not  belong  to  their  peculiar  sod,  but  they  also  viewed  the  land  as  heathen.  The 
errors  at  the  first  ^reat  source  made  many  more. 

The  perverse  bigotry  of  peculiar  faith  is  indebted  to  this  source,  as  even  the  Chris- 
tians by  excellence  enlightened,  adopting  the  peculiar  errors  of  the  peculiar  bible,  that 
represents  its  peculiar  god,  seek  to  have  the  ineffably  stupid  pleasure  of  introducing 
him  by  their  gospel  to  the  outside  barbarians,  that  is  the  heathen,  who  they  overlook  or 
are  totally  ignorant,  have  their  minds  from  the  God  of  the  universe,  whom  no  such  pre- 
tenders represent  by  faith. 
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God  Almighty  is  represented  by  religion,  not  by  faith.  To  return  :  the  heavea  of  ihi» 
bible  was  only  half  a  vault  or  concavity,  as  the  earth  was  on  pillars  for  its  foundations. 
They  never  dreamed  of  the  rotundity  of  this  earth,  much  less  of  its  various  motions  or 
revolutions,  that  reflected  as  in  a  mirror,  a  boundless  scope  of  solar  systems. 

As  they  are  self-exposed,  assuming  to  be  the  peculiarly  inspired  pensmen,  it  is  the 
duty  of  rational  mind  to  notice  it  in  its  own  self-preservation.  3.  And  God  said,  let 
there  be  light :  and  there  was  hght.  4.  And  God  divided  the  light  from  the  daxkness. 
5.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  first  day.  7.  And  God  made  the  firma- 
ment. 8.  And  Gcd  called  tlie  firmament  heaven.  16.  And  God  made  two  great  lights ; 
the  greater  light  to  rule  the  day,  and  the  lesser  light  to  rule  the  niglit :  he  made  the  stars 
also.  17.  And  God  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  the  heaven,  to  give  light  upon  (he 
earth.     19.  And  the  evening  and  the  morning  were  the  fourtli  day. 

God  made  the  light  the  first  da^,  yet  he  did  not  create  the  two  great  organs  of  light 
till  the  fourth  day  !  This  is  a  umverse  of  cause  and  effect,  we  must  ever  keep  in  mind, 
so  that  winds  up  the  bible. 

"  A  nd  God  set  them  (lights  and  stars)  in  the  firmament  of  heaven  to  give  light  upon 
the  earth." 

All  was  a  firmament  or  firm  fixture,  in  which  the  stars  were  fixed  as  lights  to  the 
earth,  as  if  lamps. 

The  larger  lights,  the  son  and  moon,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  more  bril- 
liantly the  earth. 

The  sun  or  moon  rises,  because  they  were  thought  by  these  inspired,  as  they  assumed, 
to  move  around  the  earth.  This  error,  with  others  of  greater  magnitude,  has  stuck  to 
the  present  times. 

But  these  lights  *^  divide  the  light  from  the  darkness."  This  looks  science  !  Inspi- 
ration could  have  cleared  up  this,  by  revealing  the  reason  for  mind^s  light,  that  where 
darkness  ceases,  there  light  begins,  or  the  reverse.  But  the  oracle  did  not  speak,  as  it 
was  analogously  situated. 

The  bible's  only  objects,  main  ones,  of  creation,  were  heaven,  the  earth,  and  its 
people,  the  chosen  ones,  peculiarly,  to  which  all  the  rest  was  subsidiary. 

1  he  firmament  is  no  firmament  at  all,  when  verified  by  exact  science,  that  only  dis- 
closes ether  and  innumerable  stars  that  are  suns  of  their  solar  systems,  besides  the 
planets  of  our  solar  system.  Where  the  ignorant  bible  writers  located  heaven,  we  locate 
ether,  a  space  without  limit,  for  all  is  the  universe  undefined  to  mind,  the  end  is  the 
means,  the  last  the  means  without  end.     What  exhaustless  munificence. 

So  the  stellar  light  was  for  a  more  magnificent  object,  directly  at  least. 

But  the  magnificent  philosophy  of  tlie  atmosphere  was  as  unknown  to  Moses  as  to 
Peter,  and  this  ignorance  rather  desecrated  heaven,  for  7.  And  God  made  the  firma- 
ment, and  divided  the  waters  which  were  under  the  firmament  from  the  waters  which 
were  above  the  firmament :  and  it  was  so.  8.  And  God  called  the  firmament  heaven. 
And  to  this  we  are  indebted  for  rain ! 

Was  the  bible  view  adapted  to  the  mighty  universe,  when  it  discloses,  among  imbe- 
cilities or  puerilties,  the  stars  to  be  lights  as  lamps  to  the  earth  ?  The  beauties  of  cre- 
ation had  not  shone  on  the  writers  of  those  days,  as  philosophical  science  had  not  pre- 
sented much  of  her  treasures  and  discoveries  in  optics;  proof  conclusive  that  the 
moderns  are  before  the  ancients,  inspired  or  not. 

Science  decides  most  conclusively  that  inspiration  has  been  brought  forward  by  the 
false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy.  The  leaf  of  geology,  one  of  the  volumes  of  God's 
word,  discloses  that  the  earth  in  the  fulness  of  time  was  lastly  prepared  for  man,  who 
has  the  ascendancy  for  all,  by  the  supremacy  of  his  mind,  which,  as  its  history  discloses, 
works  its  own  elevation  to  the  standard  of  its  divine  Author,  who  is  eternal.  '  Geology 
then  proves  the  creation  of  the  universe. 

All  creation  is  as  God  elaborated  it.  Can  it  bo  better  or  more  correct  ?  That  de- 
volves on  Deity,  not  on  the  priestocracy  to  define. 

I  feel  like  descending  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  in  coming  from  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Creator  in  the  mirror  of  the  universe,  to  that  of  the  peculiar  god  in  all 
his  peculiar  bibles,  reeking  with  impudent  ignorance  and  vulgarisms  of  man's  images 
9>nd  idolatry. 

What  would  be  the  surprise  of  Moses  and  his  tribe,  if  they  were  to  stand  by  the  falls 
of  Niagara,  in  the  glorious  light  of  the  sun  ?  How  rebuked  would  those  barbarians  be 
by  the  spray  that  sends  forth  its  rainbows,  and  no  doubt  has  taught  the  forest  sons  of 
America  of  the  almighty  power  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

Ch.  ii.  V.  1.  Thus  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all  the  host  of  them. 
T.  2.  And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his  work  which  he  had  made,  and  he  rested 
on  the  seventh  day.     Now,  did  it  take  God  six  days  of  this  earth  to  create  the  uni- 
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Terse  ?  If  so,  by  what  principle  was  this  peculiar  time  of  this  earth  for  six  days,  God's 
measure,  in  preference  to  any  of  the  universe  ?  Is  the  earth  the  superior  planet  ?  If 
so,  does  roan's  situation  of  imperfect  state  permit  the  idea  1  This  idea  is  condemned 
at  once.  Is  God  so  imperfect  a  being  that  he  had  to  rest,  as  a  created  being  ?  This 
betrays  at  once  an  imperfect  appreciation  of  God  that  is  the  emanation  of  man's  brain. 
We  should  have  the  sign  unmistakable  of  the  proper  sabbath,  as  there  are  now  no  less 
than  seven  sabbaths.  Which  is  the  proper  one,  if  any  be  more  than  man's  ordination  ? 
What  should  we  do,  if  peculiar  systems  made  every  day  a  sabbath  ?  Do  what  we  ought 
to  do  at  once — ^use  wise  legislation. 

The  heaven  was  the  abode  of  the  peculiar  god  of  his  peculiar  people,  who  certainly 
were  indebted  to  the  mind  of  predecessors  and  successors  for  this  very  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  creation.  As  to  the  light  which  they  ignorantly  divided  from  darkness,  as 
two  separate  existences,  not  conceiving  the  last  the  negative  of  the  first,  as  sin  or  evil 
i«  of  good,  they  misled  themselves  into  the  mists  and  fogs  of  their  own  trwilight,  which 
obfuscated  all  their  moral  as  intellectual  faculties.  Now,  the  bible  writers  are  estopped 
from  the  God  of  the  universe,  as  they  claim  all  the  peculiar  benefits  of  their  peculiar 
bible,  its  god,  &c. 

In  the  creation  of  man,  respect  was  had  to  his  adaptation  to  the  diversified  conditions 
of  the  earth. 

Several  varieties  of  the  same  species  best  accomplish  that  purpose.  It  was  as  easy 
for  the  Creator  to  produce  as  many  as  the  great  grand  divisions  of  the  globe  required, 
and  at  the  same  time  identified  through  mind.  It  was  not  corporeal  existence  that  God  re»- 
pected,  as  mind  was  his  master  creation,  his  chief  workmanshijp.  Both  mind,  soul,  spirit, 
and  their  embodiment,  were  the  objects  of  his  divine  providence  and  eternal  regard. 
All  arc  as  God  created  them.  His  creation  implies  preservation,  correspondent  to  their 
merits.  Mind,  the  soul  or  spirit  embodied,  was  endowed  with  its  chief  creation  birth- 
right, religion,  the  chief  end  of  its  eternal  existence,  a  problem  that  requires  the  universe 
and  eternity  for  its  solution. 

Mind,  then,  only  has  the  elements  to  elaborate  for  future  good.  It  has  to  work  its 
way  through  science,  through  nature,  up  to  nature's  God.  The  only  inspiration  is  to 
it&elf,  and  that  must,  can  only  be  through  the  mouth-pieces  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  who 
speaks  by  cause  and  effect. 

Mind,  then,  does  not  at  first  repose  on  a  bed  of  luxury,  till  it  has  won  it  by  its  merits, 
through  the  ^acious  boon  of  its  Creator.  "It  has  to  embellish  itself  by  the  best  of  .cul- 
ture to  civilize  the  world,  and  render  it  embellished  a  true  purpose  in  all  its  compre- 
hensiveness. 

Mind  has  to  make  its  own  creation  for  its  own  enjoyment.  The  idea  of  happiness 
being  first  is  absurd,  on  the  analysis  of  mind.  As  to  the  river  and  garden  of  Eden,  all 
is  clearly  a  fable  as  much  as  any.  All  such  is  an  absurd  fable,  that  belongs  to  the  pecu- 
liar views  of  the  brains  of  the  priestocracy  that  wrote  the  books  of  Moses,  and  caused 
woman  to  be  taken  from  man. 

The  leaf  of  physiology  declares  for  the  exhaustless  genius  of  creation  in  woman  as  in 
man,  as  civilization  declares  for  the  equality  of  both.  The  diversity  of  human  creation 
meets  the  whole  case,  obviates  any  necessity  for  incest,  and  glorifies  God  as  a  perfect 
being,  who  is  libeled  by  bible-fables. 

If  God  took  one  of  man's  ribs  to  form  woman,  then  man  ought  to  have  one  rib  less, 
by  physiology. 

"  25.  And  they  were  both  naked,  the  man  and  his  wife,  and  were  not  ashamed.'^ 
They,  of  course,  were  not  civilized,  by  indirect  admission.  It  seems  that  the  man  had 
to  work  after  all,  for — "  15.  And  the  Lord  took  the  man,  and  put  him  into  the  garden 
of  Eden,  to  dress  it,  and  to  keep  it.'^  But  in  the  28th  verse  of  the  first  chapter,  man 
and  woman  were  positively  commanded  to  subdue  the  earth,  that  implies  labor  !  besides, 
they  were  told  to  look  for  supplies  to  the  whole  earth.  Eden  is  an  afterthought  in  the 
diversified  chapters  of  the  priestocracy  fixings. 

"  16.  And  the  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying,  of  every  tree  of  the  garden 
thou  mayst  freely  eat :  17.  But  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it :  fi)r  in  the  day  that  thou  eatest  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Ch.  iii. 
The  attributes  of  God  declare  against  any  monster  creation  of  morals,  and  their  antag- 
onism, the  Devil,  or  Satan  serpent.  This  is  a  fiction  also  of  the  aforesaid  visionaries. 
"  4.  And  the  serpent  said  unto  the  woman,  ye  shall  not  surely  die :"  The  serpent  had 
more  influence  than  God,  for — "  6.  She  (the  woman)  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did 
eat.'^  All  the  idea  of  man's  fall  is  a  libel  on  mind,  as  the  seduction  of  the  evil  one  is  a 
Hbel  on  the  Creator,  who  is  necessarily  deprived  of  his  omnipresence,  as  of  his  Almighty 
power,  by  a  superior  antagonism.  All  this  proves  conclusively  the  priestocracy 's  pecu- 
liar god  not  almighty.     God  walks  in  the  garden  and  inquires  about  the  matter. 
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The  diversity  of  the  species  of  the  human  race,  and  the  universal  attribntes  of  God 
Almighty,  not  here  conceded,  prechide  all  this  pretension  ;  even  to  alt  the  bible  charac- 
ters that  have  been  invented.  Tradition  could  not  recognise  any  such  at  all.  None 
can  tell  of  Adam  or  Eve,  or  such.  It  is  folly  and  blasphemy.  The  idea  of  the  Creator 
coming  down  subsequently,  after  all  was  ruined,  and  rebuking  poor  mortals  for  what  he 
should  have  protected  them  from,  particularly  his  powerful  rival,  the  serpent,  that  "  was 
more  subtile  than  any  beast  of  the  field,"  of  whom  he  is  not  mentioned  as  cautioning, 
declares  an  awful  omission  of  duty  on  God's  part,  is  a  disingenuous  legend  of  those  who 
knew  nothing  of  what  they  pretended  to  write. 

Now,  it  most  clearly  is  proved  by  analysis,  that  mind  required  rational  education,  and 
not  receiving  its  full  comprehension,  that  it  erred.  The  impression  of  a  Supreme  was 
not  satisfactorily  made  by  this  peculiar  god,  who  has  to  be  dismissed  for  the  God  of  the 
universe,  the  God  of  mind.  As  to  any  antipathy  at  first  between  mind  and  serpent,  that 
results  from  education.  As  to  the  woman's  sorrows  being  multiplied  in  child-birth»  that 
is  by  no  means  certain,  not  even  probable,  as  her  organization  is  as  created  original  It  > 
The  less  luxuriously  the  mother  living,  the  less  laborious  the  child  birth,  to  a  certun 
extent,  as  the  more  it  is  assimilated  to  animals. 

The  curse  of  the  man  is  relative,  and  negatives  the  bible's  falsity,  for  hi^  labor  that 
produces  the  sweat  of  the  face,  also  sweetens  the  enjoyments  of  life,  gives  a  relish  for 
the  taste,  and  health  to  the  body.  As  to  the  fear  of  the  Lord  lest  man  should  live  lor 
ever,  all  that  is  legend,  and  does  not  portray  the  imbecile  character  of  the  peculiar  goii, 
as  it  discloses  the  decided  ignorance  and  assurance  of  the  bible  writers,  who  knew  not 
the  God  of  the  universe,  nor  the  great  laws  of  nature,  that  comprehends  unity  of  design, 
and  required  a  universal  change  from  what  it  now  is,  had  that  prospect  been  practicable 
to  man.     The  bible  of  inspiration  truly,  if  of  ignorance  general. 

All  created  animal  existence  had  to  change  by  death,  or  the  world  had  been  unfit  by 
reproduction. 

"  21.  Unto  Adam  also,  and  to  his  wife,  did  the  Lord  God  make  coats  of  skins,  and 
clothed  them."    The  first  state  or  stage  of  life. 

"  7.  And  they  sewed  fig  leaves  together,  and  made  themselves  aprons.'*  Still  a 
savage  state,  though  in  tlie  Eden :  The  dramatists  wind  themselves  up  completdy. 
And  they  were  so  simple,  so  verdant,  as  to  trust  the  serpent.  How  could  they  appre- 
ciate God,  who  was  with  them  so  much  ? 

This  Adam  and  Eve  were  weak-niindef  and  ignorant,  a  very  poor  specimen  of  hu- 
manity ;  that  is,  the  writers  of  the  bible  were.  The  last  clause  of  the  third  chapter  oi 
Genesis  implies,  that  Eden  was  left  guarded  by  cherubims,  both  non-existents,  all 
fabulous.  All  are  fables  about  Eden.  Angels  could  not  supersede  conservative  priu- 
ciples.     Which  was  the  best,  peculiar  god  or  devil  ? 

After  God  Almighty  created  the  elements  pertaining  to  earth,  from  the  least  organii*- 
tion  to  the  highest  man  conceived  in  his  forethought,  he  committed  all  to  the  conservation 
of  principles,  that  bespeak  most  that  belongs  to  providenpe. 

And  as  books  called  bibles,  or  by  any  other  name,  are  man's,  all  that  pertain  to 
any  tradition,  are  afterthoughts,  that  betray  their  own  absurdity,  the  absurdity  and  infamy 
of  the  priestocracy,  who  are  more  apparent  in  the  subsequent  progress  of  this  work. 
Ch.  iv.  V.  2. 

The  most  conspicuous  display  is  next  made,  in  the  history  of  Cain  and  Abel,  all 
priestocracy  inventions  for  the  purpose,  who  are  both  represented  as  priests  offering 
sacrifices  to  their  peculiar  god.  The  main  object  is  to  show  that  this  god  had  his  select 
chosen  peculiar  priests. 

"  And  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  sheep,  but  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.''  These  are 
the  second  and  third  states  of  society,  as  that  of  their  parents  was  the  first.' 

How  came  Moses,  or  those  having  this  man  of  straw,  to  know  aught  of  tradition  for 
80  many  generations  back  ?  It  is  impossible  among  all  such  tribes  as  the  Indians,  who 
represent  an  analogous  state.  The  peculiar  god  could  not  know,  hence  the  priestocracy 
lied  blasphemously.  V.  3. — "  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an  oflering  unto 
the  Lord.  4.  And  Abel,  he  also  brought  of  the  firstlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fai 
thereof.  And  the  Lord  had  respect  unto  Abel,  and  his  oflfering."  Well  done,  priest- 
ocracy, here  you  planted,  confirmed  your  mighty  origin.  To  identifiy  it  still  better, 
Cain  is  made  to  slay  Abel  about  their  offerings  1  This  work  for  the  profession  was 
instituted  in  blood  said  to  have  been  shed.  „ 

This  has  been  the  centre  of  immense  bloodshed.     "  17.  And  Cain  knew  his  wife. 
Who  was  she  ?    Who  ever  heard  of  her  befpre  ?    Were  the  writers  incompetent  or 
ashamed  to  tell  ? 

Now,  if  God  of  the  universe  created,  as  reason  tells  us,  five  or  more  varieties  of  spe- 
cies of  mankind,  he  obviated  the  crime  of  incest. 
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So  mnch  for  the  bible  demoralization.  Ch.  ▼.  The  ages  of  mankind  assumed  by  the 
bhle^  prove,  by  all  the  laws  of  physiology,  ignorance  of  the  times,  and  leave  us  uncertain 
whether  years  were  months  or  not 

When  the  world  was  destitute  of  science,  it  proves  itself  inaccurate  in  most  of  its 
important  points. 

Tlie  ancients  lived  several  centuries !  What  fixed  the  years  for  that  obscure  period  ? 
Was  there  science  to  decide  whether  the  years  were  not  months  ?  Have  we  any  autho- 
ritv  but  tradition ;  and  is  not  tradition  fable  when  it  is  not  history  ? 

Instead  of  degenerating,  man  is  actually  improving  in  the  social  circle  of  being.  **  24. 
And  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not,  for  God  took  him."  What  an  absurd 
falsehood  about  Enoch!  The  direct  translation  of  Enoch  to  God  is  against  all  the 
principles  of  life.  If  they  pretend  to  mean  God  Almighty,  they  lied  outrageously,  as 
his  word  proves. 

All  mortals  die,  by  the  principles  of  physiology.  The  change  of  death  is  essential 
for  spiritual  existence.     Death  is  one  of  the  works  of  God  Almighty. 

Every  page  of  this  bible  teems  with  preposterous  falsehood.  It  is  most  difficult  to 
decide  which  is  most  absurd,  the  familiarity  of  God  with  man,  his  inability  of  resistance 
to  the  serpent  that  spoke  a  reptile  low  in  intellect  and  morals,  or  his  translating  Enoch. 
All  this  is  priestcraft. 

The  bible  is  an  idol  worship.  Faith  is  an  idol,  because  power  and  money  are  the 
idols.  Only  get  the  mass  to  believe,  that  is  all  that  is  requisite.  This  is  the  world. 
Who  can  dare  affirm  that  man  is  exempt  from  death  ? 

All  things  are  possible  with  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews,  even  to  lies.  For  the 
peculiar  god  always  read  their  priestocracy. 

V.  39.  Because  of  the  ground  which  the  Lord  hath  cursed. 

If  the  God  of  the  universe  had  not  had  omniscience  and  forethought,  then  he  might 
have  done  this.  As  a  god  cursed  the  ground,  it  proves  afterthought  of  the  priestocracy 
who  wrote  for  their  peculiar  god.  But  how  imbecile  and  self-contradictory,  when  he 
^'saw  every  thing  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  (not  only  good  but)  very  good.'* 
Curses  and  evils  are  not  the  God's  of  the  universe,  hence  they  belong  to  this  clique. 

Chapter  sixth  of  Genesis  gives  us  a  fabulous  view  of  the  marriage  of  the  sons  of 
God  with  the  daughters  of  men.  If  all  this  does  not  prove  a  second  race,  a  diversity 
of  human  species,  then  all  such  book  is  a  mixture  of  fable  and  confused  history. 
What  better  could  we  expect  of  shepherd  writers,  men  of  the  second  age  of  the  world, 
preparing  the  mind  of  the  faithful,  the  credulous,  for  miracles,  prophecies  and  mon- 
strous stones?  People  lived  to  most  extraordinary  ages,  had  most  extraordinary  size, 
excessive  wickedness,  all  by  the  mind-jugglery  of  the  priestocracy.  Their  god  only 
saw  by  experience  and  after-thought,  what  was  only  the  property  of  man,  if  we  believe 
the  bible  stories.  His  forethought  would  have  told  him  what  man  would  be,  and  clearly 
proves  that  all  this  is  an  absurdity  of  man's  fictions. 

To  say  as  the  bible  says,  **  and  it  repented  the  Lord  that  he  had  made  man  on  the 
earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart,"  is  to  propagate  a  libel  on  God's  attributes, 
especially  as  ^*  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and  that 
every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  continually,"  so  contra- 
dictory to  the  statement  previously  made,  ^*  and  God  aaw  everything  that  he  had  made, 
and,  behold,  it  was  very  good."  And  the  Lord  decides  by  this  bible  statement,  to  de- 
stroy all  animated  nature,  except  that  of  the  sea.  Why  was  that  reserved  :  Because 
the  bible,  alias  libel  authors,  could  not  devise  in  their  absurd  schemes  and  pusillanimous 
minds,  any  plan  to  destroy  that  ?  Their  peculiar  god  had  to  compromise  on  that  posi- 
tion. Was  that  humanity,  to  destroy  the  land-brute  creation,  for  men's  sins.  How 
much  better  was  it  that  the  God  of  the  universe  presided  over  the  world's  conservation, 
despite  of  the  peculiar  pretences !  "  But  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord." 
And  was  it  not  as  easy  for  the  world  to  find  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  in  all  its  ages, 
as  well  before  as  after  Noah,  Christ,  the  priestocracy  ?  w  hat  had  they,  mortals,  to  do 
with  any  grace  but  their  own  ?  Nothing  could  possibly  prevent  the  reception,  as  long 
as  the  creator  of  mind  could  dispense  grace.  But  "  Noah  was  a  just  man,  and  perfect 
in  his  generations,  and  Noah  walked  with  God,"  however  contradictory  to  all  truth  and 
its  reason,  in  walking  with  the  God  of  the  universe.  Noah  was  of  the  pulpit-priest- 
ocracy,  and  had  the  telling  of  his  own  tale,  however  impossible  it  was  for  tradition  to 
be  accurate  as  regards  the  vast  generations  of  men,  unsupported  as  it  is  clearly  by  any 
god-inspiration  that  is  worth  mind's  attention.  All  was  the  inspiration  peculiar  of  the 
priestocracy,  not  any  inspiration  at  all.  V.  17.  And,  behold,  I,  even  I,  do  bring  a 
flood  of  waters  upon  the  earth,  to  destroy  all  flesh,  wherein  is  the  breath  of  life  from 
uoder  heaven :  and  every  thing  that  is  in  the  earth  shall  die.  18.  But  with  thee  will 
I  establish  my  covenant.     19.  Two  of  every  sort  shalt  thou  bring  into  the  ark.    20.  Of 
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every  creeping  thing  of  the  earth  after  his  kind.''  How  preposterous  was  it  to  coDdDct 
through  oceans  of  thousands  of  miles  in  width,  two  of  every  sort  of  animated  nature  of 
the  earth,  the  very  thing  that  was  to  be  avoided  by  the  ark.  Had  these  wise 
men  ever  conceived  of  another  continent  and  ocean?  How  are  they  caught.  Some 
animals  are  covered  with  heavy  woolly  coats  that,  when  wet,  would  sink  them.  All 
had  to  forego  climate,  and  all  the  peculiarities  of  animated  nature,  to  the  silly  concep- 
tion of  an  addled-brain  priestocracy.  To  what  world-absurdities  will  not  peculiar 
faithites  reduce  themselves  i  But  how  could  there  be  a  universal  deluge  ?  They  had 
declared  for  the  theatrical  exhibition  of  their  peculiar  preacher,  Noah,  who  was  most 
righteous,  and  yet  who  could  only  be  one  least  free  of  sin — ^not  certainly  exempt,  ac- 
cording to  human  nature.  Nothing  is  impossible  with  their  god,  in  the  eyes  of  these' 
men  !  But  all  things  consistent  with  his  godship  are  certainly  impossible  with  God  the 
immutable,  and  cannot  be  consistent  with  himself,  as  he  is  a  perfect  being.  The  earth 
of  the  priestocracy  was  a  plane,  easily  deluged,  but  circumnavigation  haB  proved  God'.s 
earth  to  be  nearly  a  sphere  or  a  globe,  and  that  has  s^ilt  all  their  pretences.  Had  the 
writers  dreamt  that  the  waters  were  oceans  instead  of  seas,  and  that  their  four-cornered 
plane  was  a  globe,  they  would  have  fixed  up  the  universal  deluge  more  cautiously. 
The  same  waters  of  the  earth  could  only  be  used  after  all — they  coiild  only  return  to 
the  bed  of  the  ocean,  absorbed  therein  compatibly  with  the  nature  of  currents.  Where 
are  their  brains?  As  the  earth  is,  aU  the  waters  collectable  in  the  clouds  could  not 
drown  the  whole  earth,  and  the  abstraction  of  more  water  from  other  globes  would  de- 
range the  universe. 

So  all  the  matter  is  quieted  at  once,  as  an  impossibility. 

And  God's  creation  of  earth,  but  the  ark  and  contents,  was  destroyed,  when  a  wiser 
action  could  have  prevented  that  creation,  as  God  is  just  and  perfect  Honest  sense  on 
this,  if  on  no  other  point,  decides  the  right  position. 

Oh.  vii.,  V.  20.  "  And  the  mountains  were  covered."  This  kills  the  deluge,  as  all 
this  is  conclusively  contradicted  by  exact  science,  God's  mouthpiece. 

The  ante-human  world  was  when  water  and  earth  separated  to  their  right  position. 
**  There  are  frequently  found,  in  places  leagues  from  the  sea,  and  even  on  the  tops  o( 
high  mountains,  whole  trees  and  bones  of  animals ;  even  fishes  entire ;  sea-shells 
petrified  and  sunk  deep  under  ground,  which  the  best  naturalists  (geologists)  are  agreed 
could  never  have  come  there  but  by  the  deluge." — Buck, 

Where  are  the  bones  of  man  ?    Are  they  found  there  1 

If  not,  of  what  avail  is  the  theory  of  the  deluge  ? 

All  ancient  nations  had  an  idea  of  floods  and  deluges  from  these  signs  first  mentioned. 
'*  In  India,  also.  Sir  William  Jones  has  discovered  that  in  the  oldest  mythological  books 
of  that  country  there  is  such  an  account  of  the  deluge  as  corresponds  sufficiently  with 
that  of  Moses."  Or  is  it  not  that  of  an  anterior  doctrine?  Geology  proves  man  the 
culminating  point  of  creation. 

THE  DELUGE. 

What  the  barbarian  writers  of  the  peculiar-faith  bibles  mistook  for  universal  deluges 
was  only  a  mighty  universal  operation  or  elaboration  of  conservative  principles.  To 
these  same  worthies  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  sun  rising  and  setting  for  the  earth 
exchiaively .  What  humanity  was  it  to  destroy  all  the  brute  creation  for  man  ?  £^^° 
in  Egypt,  in  regard  to  the  cattle.  Surely  the  priestocracy  are  a  curse  to  all  animated 
creatures,  which  they  sacrificed  on  all  occasions,  but  the  fish,  and  those  defied  and 
defeated  the  poor  stupid  dolts.  No  thanks  to  them  that  the  fish  were  not  drowned  or 
burnt  up,  as  with  all  their  ingenuity  it  could  not  be  brought  about. 

The  fish  defeated  the  priestocracy,  as  the  peculiar  devil  defeated  their  peculiar  god 
in  the  peculiar  creation.     What  a  peculiar  set  of  numbsculls ! 

We  can  see  what  kind  of  earth  the  priestocracy  had.  1  Sam.  ch.  ii.,  v.  8.  **  For  the 
pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  set  the  world  upon  them."  10.  '*  The 
Xx)rd  shall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

What  an  absurdity  in  talking  about  the  universal  deluge,  which  the  Jew  bible  pre- 
tends to,  when  history  well  discloses,  which  is  weU  evinced  by  the  immense  number* 
of  people  soon  after  the  time  claimed,  to  be  false.  Of  course  all  things  are  peculiar 
with  the  Jew-peculiar  people.  They  had  a  pecnliar  deluge.  It  could  not  have  been  a 
universal  one,  as  it  is  eternally  estopped  from  aU  such  by  God's  earth,  which  is  diffe- 
rent from  the  peculiar-bible  creation,  that  presented  a  four-cornered  prodigy  or  abor- 
tion, resting  on  pillars. 

According  to  Rollin,  who  quotes  Callisthenes  for  carrying  the  origin  of  the  Baby- 
lonians to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  after  this  deluge  of  the  bible. 
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That  is  about  the  time  of  Nimrod,  the  father  of  Ninus.  He  enlarged  his  conquests 
by  his  own  troops  and  powerful  succors  from  the  Arabians,  conquered  a  large  extent  of 
country  from  Egypt  as  far  as  India  and  Bactriana,  '*  which  he  did  not  then  venture  to 
attack/^  Why  build  Nineveh  so  large  and  with  such  powerful  walls,  but  for  the 
populousaess  of  the  times.  Nineveh,  the  city  he  built,  was  fortified  and  adorned  with 
fifl^n  towers,  two  hundred  feet  high.  Afler  he  had  finished  this  prodigious  work, 
building  the  city  of  Nineveh  sixty  miles  in  circumference,  he  resumed  his  expedition 
against  the  Bactrians. 

Ctesias,  who  had  access  to  the  court  of  Persia,  states  that  his  army  was  over  one 
million  nine  hundred  thousand  men.  "  Ninus  made  himself  master  of  a  great  number 
of  cities,  and  at  last  laid  siege  to  Bactria,  the  capital  of  the  country,"  wluch  he  took 
with  the  aid  of  his  wife,  Semiramis,  finding  therein  a  great  treasure.  Now  the  people 
of  the  opposing  side  were  vastly  numerous,  and  bear  evident  marks,  by  numbers  and 
treasure,  of  a  high  antiquity.  Not  only  that,  but  we  must  look  at  the  real  state  of  mind 
so  cultivated  as  to  bring  about  all  these  grand  results,  indispntablv  above  the  Jews  in 
their  best  days,  and  of  course  showing  a  better  peculiar  faith.  Now  the  Jew  must 
have  gotten  of  this  very  source.  Eight  people,  according  to  the  Jew  bible  of  the  peculiar 
flood,  replenish  the  Jew  earth  in  that  time  and  to  that  extent,  when  it  took  four  hundred 
tad  thirty  years  from  the  time  of  the  peculiar  promise  to  Abraham,  who  had  then  a 
lar|ce  household,  to  increase  to  six  hundred  thousand  persons !  But  the  Jesuitical 
caviller  may  affect  to  estimate  the  peculiar  longevity  as  some  aid ;  but  that  remains,  as 
all  othex  bible  peculiarities,  to  be  proved.  The  thing  is  as  bad  as  the  insects  crossing 
the  ocean&^to  avoid  the  very  difficulty  that  they  thus  thereby  encounter.  Of  all  the 
impostor-doh^  and  blockheads,  the  bible  writers  exceed  all,  not  only  for  foolish  legends, 
but  for  striving  to  make  the  world  as  ignorant  and  mean  as  themselves.  They  not  only 
seek  to  render  thb  world  ignorant,  but  to  keep  it  at  that  state  to  promote  their  nefarious 
views. 

We  have  panoramas  of  tlie  deluge  that  amount  to  only  fancy  sketches.  The  ancients 
could  not  analyze  anything  complex.  Thev  saw  traces  of  local  and  partial  deluges, 
but  those  were  not  universal.  The  very  tides  of  the  ocean  would  repudiate  all  such 
solecisms.  The  world  has  to  ^et  rid  of  all  such  miserable  rubbish,  fit  for  barbarians. 
V.  1.  For  thee  have  I  seen  ri^teous  before  me  in  this  generation. 
How  does  this  compare  with  Noah's  drunkenness,  and  cursing  an  innocent  grand- 
son? 

Ch.  viii.  20.  And  Noah  builded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord ;  and  took  of  every  clean 
beast,  and  of  every  clean  fowl,  and  offered  burnt  ofiferings  on  the  altar. 

Noah  proved  himself  a  good  priest  in  building  an  altar  unto  the  peculiar  god,  who 
was  pleased  by  smelling  a  sweet  savor,  to  say  in  his  heart  not  to  curse  the  ground  any 
more  for  man's  sake.  So  great  a  priest  was  Noah.  So  preat  a  revolution  was  thus 
effected  by  Noah,  that  '*  while  the  earth  remai&eth,  seed-time  and  harvest  shall  not 
cease,"  whatever  Elijah  said  to  the  contrary.  Thus  will  the  bible  priestocracy  tie 
Utemaelves  forever,  and  contradict  themselves  most  disreputably  for  inspired  men. 
Honest  truth  would  become  them. 

Ch.  ix.  0.  And  I,  behold,  I  establish  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with  your  seed  afier 
you.  13.  And  God  said,  13.  I  do  set  my  bow  in  the  clouds,  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token 
of  a  covenant  between  me  and  the  earth.  14.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  I  bring 
a  cloud  over  the  earth,  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen  in  the  cloud. 

But  the  token  of  the  covenant  is  the  rainbow,  a  natural  phenomenon  on  the  reflection 
of  the  sun's  rays  on  a  cloud,  and  which,  fortunately  for  the  bible,  belongs  to  the  efiiect 
of  the  rays  of  the  sun  on  the  particles  of  water  thrown  up  even  by  an  engine,  a  natu- 
ral phenomenon  illustrated  by  a  prism.  All  this  is  below  the  dignity  of  mind.  The 
writers  were  numbscuUs. 

The  writers  of  the  universal  deluge  affect  to  know,  that  the  raiubow  was  a  compact 
against  any  more  such  deluges  by  God.  Now,  mere  prisms  of  glass  prove  the  refrac- 
tion of  the  sun's  rays,  and  the  school-boy  excels  their  Moses  in  true  science.  It  is  a 
shame,  not  that  Moses  and  his  priestocracy  knew  so  little,  but  that  the  modems  should 
know  no  more,  and  be  gulled  by  impudent  impostor  priestocracy. 

The  deluge  has  been  more  of  blood  than  of  water,  for  peculiar  faiths.  The  world 
would  never  have  heard  of  the  first  persecution,  blood,  massacre,  had  any  been  true. 
The  result  reflects  on  the  partisans,  their  vindictiveness,  passions,  and  all  that. 

As  to  the  division  of  the  earth  among  the  sons  of  Noah,  it  is  not  also  in  the  power 
of  tradition  that  is  remote,  to  give  us  an  accurate  account.  Who  can  afiirm  of  tradi- 
tion ?     Who  can  testify  to  its  first  settlers,  when  ancient  history  is  so  deficient  ? 

21.  And  he  (Noah)  drank  of  tlie  wine,  and  was  drunken-;  and  he  was  uncovered 
within  his  tent 
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Alas,  the  drunken  priest !  That  Noah  was  a  righteous  man,  his  drunlceitness  forbids 
when  his  nakedness  was  exposed,  and  his  unjust  curses  of  his  son^s  son  were  blanpltej 
mously  uttered.  What  will  not  a  priest  do  ?  It  was  important  to  state  the  power  o( 
priest's  curses,  however  unjust  on  an  inoflfensive  unborn  generation,  however  ferocioui 
the  fanaticism.  Does  a  priest  ever  forgive  aught  against  himself,  though  he  foolishn 
condems  his  own  posterity  of  which  his  high-mindedness  should  have  prevented  righl 
minds. 

But  it  was  essential  to  curse  Canaan  to  ^et  at  his  land,  as  if  the  prieetocracy  com]^ 
be  possibly  justified  in  such  iniquities.  And  he  (the  priest)  said,  cursed  be  Canaan  ;  ^ 
servant  of  servants  shall  he  be  unto  his  brethren.  Who  can  say  aught  to  this  aa  correct,  o^ 
to  any  abomination  growing  out  of  it  as  prophecy  ?  26.  And  he  said,  blessed  be  th^ 
Lord  God  of  Shem  ;  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant. 

The  children  of  Israel,  descendants  of  Shem,  were  servants,  by  Moses'  accoont,  for  four! 
centuries  in  Egypt  37.  God  shall  enlarge  Japheth,  and  he  shall  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
Shem ;  and  Canaan  shall  be  his  servant. 

The  Canaanites  were  conquered,  slaughtered  and  despoiled  of  their  lands,  by  the 
Jews  who  libeled  them  with  savage  ferocity.  Of  all  the  abominable  stupidity,  that  of 
the  priestocracy  is  the  meanest.  The  children  of  Shem,  were  Elam  and  Asshur,  &c. 
And  the  Abrahamites  were  also  in  captivity  for  seventy  years  under  the  Assyrians- 
worse  than  that,  they  were  also  under  those  very  Canaanites^ 

Ch.  xi.  1.  And  the  whole  earth  was  of  one  language,  and  of  one  speech.  The  dif- 
ference of  language  proves  different  races,  and  natural  causes  acting  thereon. 

To  make  out  the  unity  of  the  human  family,  it  was  expedient  to  make  oat  the  unity 
of  language,  and  if  the  preceding  race  destroyed  were  more  wicked,  surely  those  that 
were  left,  were  the  most  foolish.  What  is  the  tower  of  Babel  ?  A  f*&le  ?  4.  "  And 
they  said,  go  to,  let  us  build  a  city  and  a  tower,  whose  top  may  reach  tmto  heaven  ;  and 
let  us  make  a  name,  lest  we  be  scattered  abroad  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth." 
What  ignorance  in  the  people,  having  no  science  ?  Who  ?  who  "but  the  priestocracy  ? 
Where  and  what  is  heaven  ?  Surely  not  the  concave  ethe^'.  Lest  we  be  scattered 
abroad  :  that  is  what  was  essential,  necessary  and  unavoidable.  But  the  worst  was 
the  peculiar  **  Lord  came  down  to  see  the  city  and  th*  tower,  which  the  children  of 
men  builded,"  and  it  was  concluded  by  him,  as  the  people  were  one,  and  they  all  had 
one  language,  that  nothing  would  be  restrained  from  them  which  they  have  imagined  to 
do,  unless  there  was  a  confusion  of  tongues. 

So  their  language  was  confounded,  and  the  people  were  scattered  from  building  the 
city  Babel.  And  yet  unity  of  language  is  one  of  the  very  best  benefits  that  will  pro- 
mote civilization  of  the  world  most  speedily.  It  is  the  game  of  priestocracy,  to  dis- 
unite the  people. 

The  diversity  of  language  helps  to  prove  the  diversity  of  race.  What  a  libel  on 
science,  the  bible  is !  Its  seal  of  condemnation  is  on  its  face  forever.  This  was  the 
little  god  of  Judaism,  the  little  sense-god.  The  people  were  scattered  from  the  best 
natural  causes,  and  have  built  thereby  the  cities  of  the  world.  The  authors  assume 
to  be  very  particular  about  the  old  names  ;  now  if  they  could  not  give  true  histories, 
how  could  they  give  true  traditions  ? 

As  Abraham,  the  head  of  Judaism,  is  taken  from  Ur,  of  the  Chaldees,  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  conclude  that  the  tenets  of  the  bible  originated  from  that  circle,  modified 
by  the  changes  of  time  and  the  knowledge  of  a  more  diffused  circle,  that  is  as  mind 
advanced.  To  build  up  a  foundation,  it  was  expedient  to  refer  the  priestocracy  to  the 
peculiar  god^s  own  acts. 

Thus  we  have  the  calling  of  Abraham,  and  the  origin  of  the  Hebrew  state.  And 
now  we  see  the  curse  of  prophecy  ;  Abraham  was  introduced  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
who  had  been  cursed  by  the  priest  Noah,  alias  the  priestocracy  writers,  and  because 
his  grandfather  cursed  him,  an  inoffensive  being,  in  his  drunkenness,  Abraham  was  to  be 
blessed  by  robbery  of  his  possessions  !  This  is  priestocracy's  logic.  Abram,  Ac,  went 
forth  from  Ur,  of  the  Chaldees,  to  go  into  the  land  of  Canaan :  xii.  5.  and  into  the 
land  of  Canaan  they  (Abram,  &c.)  came.  7.  **  And  the  Lord  appeared  onto  Abram, 
and  said,  unto  thy  seed  will  I  give  this  land."  Who  endorses  this  pretence?  This 
land  now  belongs  to  the  Turks.  This,  then,  is  a  false  prophecy  fully  condemnatory  of 
the  bible.  7.  "  And  there  builded  he  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  who  appeared  unto  him. 
Well  done,  priest  Abram.  This  was  not  the  Lord  of  the  universe,  who  is  the  God  ot 
rational  beings. 

And  building  altars  in  this  land  by  Abraham,  did  not  prove  the  rights  of  the  priestoc- 
racy. But  the  priestocracy's  right  by  their  peculiar  god's  deeds  d)f  gift,  is  supreme, 
"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Abram,  for  all  the  land  which  thou  seest,  to  tlice  will  I  gi^^ 
it,  and  to  thy  seed  forever ;"  a  death  blow  to  all  prophecy  and  its  peculiar  gods.    ^^^ 
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Abraliam  prored  himself  a  good  priest,  as  he  lied  about  his  wife,  when  he  came  into 
Cgy  pt.  But  the  customs  of  the  ancients  might  be  plead  in  Abraham^s  justification,  as  there 
vas  perfidy  among  mankind.  But  then  the  peculiar  lord  of  Abraham  had  blessed  him ; 
yet  doubtless  he  had  lied  about  the  Lord,  as  he  had  about  his  wife.  When  a  man,  priest 
particularly,  transcends  the  limits  of  truth  intentionally,  there  is  no  end  to  the  violation. 
None  can  be  a  priest,  without  personally  by  the  very  act  lying.  It  is  very  clear  by 
Abraham^s  lies  and  actions,  that  the  world  had  been  destroyed  to  little  purpose,  as  per- 
fidy of  mankind  was  prominent.  So  the  peculiar  god  who  had  a  peculiar  creation  of 
heaven  and  earth,  had  peculiar  labor,  his  peculiar  deluge,  in  vain.  If  the  worst  part  of 
mankind  had  not  been  left,  it  at  least  was  equal  to  its  predecessors.  The  peculiar 
organ izatioo  of  man^s  brain  had  to  be  altered,  ere  deluges  did  any  good.  As  there  is 
DO  proof  that  mind's  organization  was  altered,  it  is  conclusive  proof  that  the  priestoc- 
racy  lied  about  the  deluge.  17.  "  And  the  Lord  plagued  Pharaoh  and  his  house,  with 
great  plagues,  because  of  Sarai,  Abram's  wife.'' 

Who  endorses  all  this ;  who  affirms  this  to  be  truth  ?  It  seems  that  Pharaoh  rebuked 
Abraham,  for  his  duplicity  and  dissimulation,  the  characteristics  of  priestocracy.  All 
this  was  natural  to  Abraham.  But  we  suspect  that  the  author's  lies  about  the  whole 
affair,  are  the  vrorst  of  the  whole. 

As  a  proof  that  God  had  lefl  a  very  bad  set  of  people,  this  bible  tells  us,  "  But  the 
men  of  Sodom  were  wicked,  and  sinners  before  the  Lord  exceedingly ;  and  moreover 
the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  was  not  yet  full.  Ch.  xiv.  v.  18.  And  Melchisedek, 
kin^  of  Salem,  brought  forth  the  bread  and  wine  :  and  he  was  the  priest  of  the  most 
hi^h  God.  V.  19.  And  he  blessed  him,  and  said,  blessed  be  Abram  of  the  most  high 
Clod." — ^The  highest  peculiar  god ;  the  God  Creator  cannot  have  priests.  One  priest 
endorses  the  other  priest ;  but  who  endorses  this  statement  ?  Who  can  truthfully,  and 
in  good  honest  faith,  endorse  the  whole  ?  But  the  best  is  to  follow — v.  20.  And  he  gave 
him  tithes  of  alL  Here  is  Melchisedek,  the  tithing  priest.  Here  is  the  foundation  of 
priests  conAnned.  The  proper  appreciation  of  Melcliisedek  is  that  he  was  of  the  priest- 
ocracy, a  chief  actor  in  the  incipient  drama.  For  his  peculiar  blessing  on  Abram,  Mel- 
chisedek got  the  tithes  of  all.  Here  was  the  institution  of  tithes.  And  shall  the  dis- 
simulator, the  incestuous,  the  adulterer  Abraham,  be  in  a  beUer  position  than  the  rest 
of  the  world,  merely  because  the  bible  says,  "  And  he  believed  in  the  Lord  ;  and  ho 
counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness"  ]  Who  endorses  this  for  truth  1  After  Abram 
falsified  his  word,  he  could  not  be  believed.  All  rational  minds  will  believe  unmistaka- 
bly in  the  God  of  the  universe,  if  they  look  properly  at  the  works  of  that  universe,  and 
most  purely  too,  without  any  taint  or  corruption  of  priestocracy. 

Shall  bible  visions  and  dreams  be  preferred,  as  in  this  instance,  to  the  highest  demon- 
stration of  God's  creation  before  the  universe? 

As  a  just  and  immutable  perfect  being,  God  gave  all  mankind,  of  all  ages,  their  mind, 
with  all  their  science  of  demonstrating  his  rule  and  religion.  If  the  priestocracy  had 
been  honest,  they  would  have  acknowledged  that  it  was  mind,  not  they,  that  found  out 
ail  such  things.  What  an  exhibition  of  the  priestocracy,  who  have  sought  to  prove 
their  mission  divine,  by  their  own  false  pretences  ?  To  prove  their  own  exaltation, 
they  have  sought  to  disgrace  the  God  of  the  universe  to  a  peculiar  imbecile  god — that 
is  themselves,  not  God,  as  that  is  impossible.  Ch.  xv.  v.  1.  After  these  things,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Abram  in  a  vision.  What  of  that  ?  6.  And  he  believed 
in  the  Lord ;  and  he  counted  it  to  him  for  righteousness.  The  whole  rational  world 
can  easily  be  placed  on  the  safe  ground,  not  by  visions,  but  by  the  highest  proof  of  prin- 
ciples. That  word  of  the  Lord  would  be  current  to-day,  if  mind  would  permit  tiie 
priestocracy. 

Ch.  XV i.  The  adultery  of  Abraham  caused  strife  in  his  household.  Polygamy  is 
felony  with  us-^yet  not  with  this  righteous  patriarch,  who  is  any  and  everything,  as  the 
dictatorial  priestocracy  decide,  whether  adulterer  or  not.  They  have  lied  for  him,  call- 
ing his  concubine  his  wife.  The  priestocracy  will  do  anything.  7.  And  the  angel  of 
(lie  Lord,  &c.  God  has  conservative  principles,  not  angels,  to  do  the  commands  of  the 
universe.  He  could  have  hardly  sent  after  an  adultress.  The  pretended  inspired  au- 
tiior|  miss  a  figure  here  certainly.  11.  Ishmael;  because  the  Lord  hath  heard  thy 
affliction.  Now  all  this  is  legend.  How  could  he  give  all  such  reasons  ?  If  Ishmael 
be  the  Arabs,  the  prophecy  against  him  is  against  the  Old  and  New  Testaments ;  a 
death-blo^  to  both.  12.  And  he  will  be  a  wild  man,  his  hand  will  be  against  every 
man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him.  Whom  had  he  to  thank,  but  those  that  ought 
to  have  been  his  rightful  protectors  ? 

C.  xxi.  V.  20.  And  (he,  Ishmael)  dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  and  became  an  archer. 
What  was  he  but  an  outlaw  ?  What  less  could  he  be,  but  a  robber?  Who  made  him 
thus  but  the  author  of  his  existence,  Abraham  ? 
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Who  can  affirm  to  the  severance  of  the  race  of  Ishxnael  from  their  common  progBni- 
tor  ?     AH  looks  plausible,  but  is  it  provable  ? 

The  conduct  of  Sarah,  to  both  mother  and  child,  does  not  show  that  ahe  was  reconci- 
led to  the  act  of  her  adulterous  husband.  But  then  this  was  only  an  orientalism.  If 
she  had  consented,  she  acted  in  virtue  of  the  bad  faith  to  the  woman,  and  lied  to  God  to 
his  face.  Both  she  and  Abraham  are  not  exempt  from  the  iniquity  of  this  adultery,  and 
the  crime  of  expulsion  of  the  unfortunate,  whom  they  had  corrupted.  They  were  worse 
than  Hagar. 

So  much  for  the  Patriarch  Abraham,  the  world^s  pattern !  But,  worst  of  all,  the 
Lord  of  the  bible  is  the  patron  of  its  demoralization. 

Ch.  XV ii.  V.  1.  And  the  Lord  appeared  to  Abram,  and  said  unto  him,  7.  And  I  will 
establish  my  covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and  thy  seed  after  thee  in  their  genera- 
tions, for  an  everlasting  covenant,  to  be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee. 
8.  And  I  will  give  unto  th^e,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  thoa  art  a 
stranger,  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  for  an  everlasting  possession,  and  I  will  be  their  Grod. 
Is  tliis  prophecy,  as  pretended,  fulfilled  ?    It  is  all  false  pretence. 

Circumcision  of  every  man-child  was  the  token  of  the  covenant.  If  God  had  requi- 
red this,  he  would  have  caused  nature  to  put  the  mark  on  mankind  in  general.  Uow 
preposterous,  that  the  female  should  be  exempt !  All  this  is  man's  foUy,  all  the  false 
pretences  of  the  priestocracy. 

Ch.  xviii.  V.  20.  And  the  Lord  said,  because  the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is 
great,  and  because  their  sin  is  very  grievous ;  21.  I  will  go  down  now,  and  see  whether 
they  have  done  altogether  according  to  the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me ;  and  if 
not,  I  will  know."  This  was  the  peculiar  god,  who  of  course  was  not  omnipresent ; 
and  that  he  was  not  omniscient,  the  sixteenth  verse,  last  clause,  proves,  as  *^  Abraham 
went  with  them,  to  bring  them  on  the  way"  ! — god,  or  his  angel,  was  actually  located 
with  Abraham  ;  that  proves  it  conclusively.  We  should  close  the  book,  but  for  the 
necessity  of  doing  justice  to  those  who  have  not  investigated  and  will  not  for  them- 
selves. 

What  an  extraordinary  influence  the  priestocracy  had,  even  with  god,  this  chapter  is 
brought  forward  by  them  to  illustrate. 

23  V.  And  Abraham  said,  24.  Peradventore  there  be  fifly  righteous  ?  26.  And 
the  Lord  said,  If  I  find  in  Sodom  fifty  righteous,  &c. !  and  thus  they  communed,  until 
the  Lord  said,  v.  32.  "  I  will  not  destroy  it  for  ten's  sake."  What  miserable  imbecili- 
ty, and  how  complete.  The  Lord  not  to  know  how  many  righteous  in  Sodom !  Can 
the  climax  of  the  peculiar  god  be  carried  to  any  greater  effrontery  1  Ch.  xix.  And 
afler  all,  who  will  dare  say  to-day,  that  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  the  cities  of  the 
plains  was  not  accomplished  by  natural  volcanic  causes  1  As  to  Lot's  wife,  that  is  all  a 
legend  of  the  priestocracy.  And  shall  the  drunken,  lying  and  incestuous  Lot  find  grace 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  not  the  world  too,  when  God  has  magnified  his  mercy 
to  the  same  ?  What  are  the  means  but  grace  and  mercy  to  a  repentant  world  from  its 
Creator  ?  On  just  analysis,  we  see  that  the  rescued  are  miserable,  unworthy  of  notice. 
Fine  people,  were  Lot  and  his  daughters,  after  being  spared  the  destruction  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  to  commit  crimes  of  drunkenness,  lying  and  incest ! 

Who  were  more  vindictive  than  the  Jew  priestocracy  in  libeling  their  enemies,  in 
assigning  them  wicked  and  disgraceful  origin,  and  most  ignominious  ends  of  existence  ? 
Their  wrathful  peculiar  god  was.  invoked  against  all  the  heathen  who  sacrificed  to  other 
or  their  gods. 

All  the  natural  events,  as  this  story  of  Sodom,  were  stupidly  seized  upon  to  promote 
their  blasphemous  pretensions. 

Ch.  XX.  V.  2.  And  Abraham  said  of  Sarah  his  wife,  she  is  my  sister :  This  is  the 
second  lie  implied,  and  involved  Abimelek,  who  is  represented  as  saved  by  a  dream 
from  god.  Thus  the  stupid  superstition  is  maintained  from  tliis  bible  to  this  dayi  and 
the  world  has  been  visionary  on  the  dreams  of  the  priestocracy.  All  is  written  to  jpro- 
duce  the  conviction  of  sacred  persons.  7.  Now  therefore  restore  the  man  his  wife ; 
for  he  is  a  prophet,  and  he  shall  pray  for  thee,  and  thou  shalt  live.  Though  a  prophet 
he  did  not  know,  and  had  to  resort  to  a  subterfuge,  thus  proving  that  he  lied  either  waVr 
for  if  a  prophet,  he  knew  how  the  event  would  result,  or  he  lied  that  he  was  a  propliet. 
It  was  not  God  of  the  universe,  but  the  priestocracy  of  the  bible  we  mean.  As  a  pro- 
phet assuming,  he  was  true  to  his  vocation.  11."  And  Abraham  said,  and  they  will  slay  me 
for  my  wife's  sake,"  whom  he  thus  obtained  by  incestuous  marriage.  God  does  not 
permit  any  false  statement ;  thus  Abraham  stands  convicted.  Noah  was  a  prophet,  and 
IS  certainly  convicted  of  falsehood,  as  no  universal  deluge  could  take  place  on  this  globe. 
He  might  have  been  drunk  at  the  time  that  he  assumed  a  deluge,  whether  it  was 
when  he  stripped  himself  and  cursed  Canaan  we  do  not  pretend  to  know.    Whether 
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he  dreamed  that  he  was  on  a  planisphere,  or  lied  right  out,  the  priestocracy  can  judge. 
Dreama  and  visions  could  place  the  whole  on  their  four-cornered  earth,  where 
appeared  a  peculiar  god,  who  spoke  to  the  hearts,  and  not  the  minds,  and  this  was  the 
earth  that  the  sun  moved  around.  We  propose  to  send  the  priestocracy  on  a  voyage  of 
exploration ;  they  have  already  gone  as  far  as  the  land  of  Nod !  We  have  to  take  the 
words  of  the  writers  about  tradition ;  who  endorses  1  Who  can  endorse,  if  they 
wished  ?  The  priestocracy  ?  Assuredly  they  would  most  awfully  conunil  themselves 
to,  and  convict  themselves  of,  perjury  ! 

17.  So  Abraham  prayed  unto  God  :  and  God  healed  Abimilech,  and  his  wife,  and  his 
maid  servants,  and  they  bare  children."    What  circumstantial  falsehoods. 

Abraham  was  so  much  in  the  habit  of  lying  that  he  could  not  get  over  it,  in  his  lying 
about  Sarah.  He  had  previously  made  out,  or  his  foster  priests  had  done  it  for  him,  that 
be  had  feasted  angels  at  his  house,  and  that  he  had  mtide  such  impressions  on  god  by  his 
entreaties,  that  god  acquiesced  in  them  all  about  Sodom,  if  he  found  so  many  righteous 
within  the  city.  Now  the  chief  object  of  the  priestocracy  is,  to  show  on  all  occasions 
all  the  miracles,  and  this  adventure  of  Abraham  is  introduced  for  such.  It  is  to  prove 
that  Abraham  was  a  prophet  besides  a  priest.  The  poets  take  all  manner  of  license 
with  language,  but  they  could  not  hold  a  hand  with  the  game  of  such  a  profession. 

And  this  Abraham  is  the  founder  of  a  code  of  morals  and  faith  for  the  world  !  Ch. 
xxi.  V.  33.  **  And  Abraham  planted  a  grove  in  Beersheba,  and  called  there  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  the  everlasting  God."  Is  the  everlasting  God  the  peculiar  god  ?  Is 
the  peculiar  god  the  God  of  the  universe  ? 

All  the  gods  that  Abraham  ever  called  on  were  peculiar,  as  his  nation. 

The  God  of  the  universe  has  no  peculiar  priest  or  grove. 

What,  then,  is  the  difference  between  the  grove  of  Abraham  and  the  groves  of  tlie 
other  priests  ?  We  can  most  easily  perceive  the  difference  of  the  gods  in  this,  that  the 
CTerlaating  God  of  the  universe  had  all  omniscience,  without  temptation ;  but  the 
peculiar  '*  god  did  tempt  Abraham."  Ch.  xxii.  v.  1.  It  seems  that  he  only  knew  by 
this  how  it  was,  as  v.  13.  "  And  he  (the  angel  of  the  Lord)  said,  For  now  I  know  that 
thou  fearest  God."  V.  17.  "  Thy  seed  shtdl  possess  the  gate  of  his  enemies."  Why 
libel  God  ?  Do  the  Jews  do  that,  with  shame  to  the  lying  prophets  ?  18.  "  And  in 
thy  seed  shall  all  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed,  because  thou  hast  obeyed  my  voice." 

That  he  did  not  sacrifice  his  son  in  place  of  an  animal,  is  due  to  the  improved  light  of 
mind ;  but  sacrificing  an  animal  proves  that  the  God  of  the  universe  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

The  Creator  asks  not  for  the  blood  of  animated  nature,  neither  knee,  nor  lip,  or  body 
worship ;  but  mind^s  adoration,  its  supreme  duty  in  life.  The  shedding  of  any  blood 
proves  a  position  adverse  to  all  this. 

The  burnt  offering  that  Abraham  nuide  in  the  place  that  he  called  Jehovah-Jireh, 
eminently  proves  the  sacrifice  of  poly  the  ists  and  the  name  of  Jupiter. 

The  angels  of  the  peculiar  god  we're  the  intermediates. 

So  neither  in  morals  or  religon  have  we  anything  to  irradiate  mind  from  the  poly- 
gamist,  adulterous  patriarchs.  What,  in  the  name  of  God  Almighty,  do  you  want 
with  such  bibles  ?    To  murder  with  ? 

This  same  patriarch  Abraham  lived  with  concubines  in  adultery.  Ch.  xxy.  v.  6: 
"  But  unto  the  sons  of  the  concubines,  which  Abraham  had,  Abraham  gave  gifts,  and 
sent  them  away  from  Isaac  his  son,  (while  he  yet  lived,)  eastward,  unto  the  east 
country."  Was  this,  also,  a  colony  of  ouUaws  and  robbers,  of  miserable  morals,  and 
pecuUar  education  ?  Were  they,  too,  authorized  to  become  wild  men,  their  hands 
against  every  man,  and  every  man^s  hand  against  them — a  prophecy  called,  but  a  voca- 
tion under  that  authority,  for  lies,  robbery,  and  plunder  on  the  world  1  Is  Arabia,  then, 
indebted  at  this  day  for  her  licentious  code  of  morals  through  this  patriarch,  cut  off  as 
she  is  from  redemption  through  mind,  by  want  of  intercourse  from  the  rest  of  the 
civilized  world,  by  her  peculiar-faith  curses  ?  But  what  an  example  of  Oriental  licen- 
tiousness the  patriarch  leaves  for  imitation  by  justification  of  this  faithful  morning  star ! 

And  Isaac,  the  son,  lied,  like  his  father,  for  which  he  was  justly  rebuked,  as  well 
nigh  causing  adultery. 

If  is  a  principle  in  morals  that  when  a  man  betrays  one  of  their  best  ingredients,  truth, 
that  he  renders  himself  obnoxious  to  all  its  legitimate  disadvantages,  that  of  not  being 
believed  when  he  speaks  it.  On  this  principle,  we  surely  cannot  begin  to  believe  any , 
of  this  kith  and  kin,  this  profession,  whenever  it  is  their  interest  to  lie,  and  that  is  much 
of  the  time.  Ch.  xxvi.  v.  24.  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him  (Isaac),  I  will  bless 
thee,"  &c.,  "  for  Abraham's  sake."  Why  ?  What  substantial  proof  of  all  these  tra- 
ditions ?  None.  What  a  righteous  character  Jacob  was,  who  took  advantage  of  Esau 
and  bought  his  birthright,  circumventing  him  by  selling  what  was  necessary  sustenance 
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(heir  maids  to  him.  All  participants  in  the  crime  of  adultery.  The  felon  used  adul- 
tery M'ith  polygamy,  and  he  ignominiouely  excited  jealousy  between  the  two  wives  who 
were  sisters.  Is  this  to  be  followed  by  pure  republicans?  Is  this  the  faith  that  the 
world  imitates  so  closely  ?  Are  the  people  so  verdant,  eo  insane,  or  are  they  slaves? 
Can  they  as  rationalists,  act  on  principles,  or  must  they  follow  such  cattle  as  masters? 
And  Jacobus  god  was  the  god  of  his  father,  and  the  angel  of  this  god  spake  unto  Jacob 
in  a  dream,  about  the  cattle.  The  12th  verse  of  chapter  xxxi.,  is  equal  to  that  of  the 
New  Testament,  where  the  holy  ghost  apoears  unto  Mary.  19.  "And  Rachel  had 
•<ti)len  tlic  images  that  were  her  father's."  His  chief  wife  a  thief  and  liar  ;  his  chU- 
ilrcn  deceivers,  nearly  all  conspiring  for  fratricide  or  the  murder  of  their  brother,  being 
intentional  murderers,  and  some  were  incestuous.  The  household  were  idolaters,  and 
thi»  is  the  bible  that  was  not  only  to  delight  delicate  matrons,  but  lead  refined  daughters 
in  the  most  exalted  of  mind's  attributes,  functions  and  principles.  Save  them,  the 
ei|Tbt  even  of  such  a  nauseous  compound.  Why  will  virtuous  and  good  citizens  persist 
in  forcing  this  odious  compound  of  absurdies,  contradictions,  and  abominations,  after 
all  its  explosions  of  mind  on  mind  ?  Why  will  they  conspire  with  world-despotisms,  to 
pfTprtrate  such  felony  1  Ch.  xxxii.  24.  **  And  there  wrestled  a  man  with  him  (Jacob),  26. 
And  he  said,  let  me  go,  for  the  day  breaketh  ;  and  he  (Jacob)  said,  I  will  not  let  thee 
go,  except  thou  bless  me.  28.  For  as  a  prince  hast  thou  (once  Jacob,  now  Israel,) 
power  with  God  and  with  men,  and  hast  prevailed.  20.  And  he  (who  ?  God)  blessed 
iiira  then.  30.  For  I  rjacob)  have  seen  God  face  to  face,"  &c.  This  beats  Abraham 
all  hollow.  Abraham  headed  God  in  argument,  but  Jacob  outwrestled  him.  Pin  the 
priestocracy  close,  and  they  affect  metaphor  in  that  particular  verse  or  chapter,  thus 
they  would  dissolve  the  whole  bible  by  figures.  But  this  is  a  figure  missed ;  the 
priestocracy  have  been  too  anxious  to  show  off,  and  overdrawn  on  faith,  that  convenient 
morsel  to  a  monk's  pretences. 

The  bible,  too  indelicate  for  chastity,  is  too  low  for  mind  and  religion. 

We  can  well  exclaim,  not  only  what  absurdity,  but  outrage  on  the  Creator  of  the 
universe.  The  certain  and  irresistible  conclusion  is,  that  if  Jacob  prevailed  w4th  his 
peculiar  god,  that  he  was  superior  any  way,  and  of  course  saw  this  god,  as  he  said ; 
proving  enough  for  us,  that  the  God  of  the  universe  was  not  in  that  wrestling  scrape, 
ilow  is  this  proved?  32.  Therefore  the  children  of  Israel  eat  not  of  the  sinew  which 
Fhnink,  which  is  upon  the  hollow  of  the  thigh,  unto  this  day :  because  he  touched  the 
hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh,  in  the  sinew  that  shrank.  There  it  is,  proved !  But  this  is 
monk's  proof.  Who  endorses  it?  Of  course,  God  should.  Well,  how  does  he  do  it? 
By  his  word,  the  bible.  All  this  is  in  a  circle.  What  is  all  such  worth?  In  conclu- 
sion, how  do  we  know  all  that  ?  The  bible  says  so,  but  who  endorses  the  bible  statement  ? 
If  Go<l  does,*he  must  be  its  witness.  Is  God  a  witness  ?  His  universe  contradicts  it 
eniirel}'.  The  true  analysis  is  this :  that  the  priestocracy  outlied  themselves  in  this 
affair  of  Jacob,  over  that  affair  of  Abraham.  The  sapient  dupes  have  outlied  tlie  pet- 
tifoegers,  and  have  befogged  themselves  and  world  in  inextricable  blunders. 

Ch.  XXXV.  V.  2 :  Then  Jacob  said  unto  his  household,  and  to  all  that  were  with  him, 
put  away  the  strange  gods  that  are  among  you,  and  be  clean  and  change  your  garments. 

What  cumulative  proof  about  Joseph,  who  was  to  enact  a  conspicuous  part  of  the 
drama.  Ch.  xli.  56.  And  the  famine  was  over  all  the  face  of  the  earth.  57.  And  all 
countries  came  into  Egypt  to  Joseph,  for  to  buy  com ;  because  that  the  famine  was 
80  sore  in  all  lands.  vVho  can  believe  all  this  statement?  That  very  statement 
bespeaks  a  grade  of  civilization  founded  on  science  and  mind  culture,  that  did  not  exist. 
At  that  time  navigation  had  not  advanced  to  the  mariner's  compass,  that  enables  man  to 
steer  across  the  trackless  ocean.  This  statement  is  unquestionably  disproved,  as  false. 
One  of  the  great  characteristics  of  biblical  narration,  is  identifying  its  tales  by  plausible 
reasons.  Its  language  betrays  the  ignorance  of  the  writers,  that  laugh  to  scorn  the 
idea  of  inspiration,  as  xliii.  30.  For  his  bowels  did  yearn  upon  his  brother.  About  as 
physiological  as  tlie  understanding  of  his  heart.  The  world  might  have  written  all  such 
stuff,  but  it  is  another  thing  to  believe  it. 

Who  believes  that  God  talked  to  the  patriarchs?  If  he  knows  any  idea,  he  knows 
that  it  is  only  the  peculiar  god.  Ch.  xlvi.  31.  And  Joseph  said  unto  his  brethren,  I  will 
say  unto  him  (Pharaoh)  32,  and  the  men  (his  brethren  and  father's  house)  arc  shepherds, 
for  their  trade  hath  been  to  feed  cattle. 

The  second  stage  of  life  cannot  teach  the  light  of  civilization  to  the  fourth  and  last 
ajfe,  that  is  absurd  in  the  extreme.  Ch.  xlvii.  20.  And  Joseph  bought  all  the  land  of 
Egypt  for  Pharaoh.  22.  Only  the  land  of  the  priests  bought  he  not ;  for  the  priests  had 
a  portion  assigned  them  of  Pharaoh,  &c.  26.  Except  the  land  of  the  priests  only, 
which  became  not  Pharaohs.  The  priestocracy  and  the  king  had  a  community  of 
interest.     27.  And  Israel  dwelt  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  country  of  Goshen. 
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Ch.  xlviii.  3.  And  Jacob  said  unto  Joseph,  God  Almighty  appeared  unto  me  at  Luz, 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  blessed  me.  4.  And  said  unto  me,  and  (I)  will  give  this 
land  to  thy  seed  ailer  thee,  for  an  everlasting  possession.  And  sure  enough,  this  impos- 
tor is  rewarded,  for  time  proves  him  a  false  prophet  about  the  Jews  and  their  residence. 

He  that  could  not  tell  where  his  son  Joseph  was,  nor  anything  about  him,  as  he  said, 
"  Joseph  is  without  doubt  rent  in  pieces."  "  For  I  will  go  down  to  the  grave  unto  my 
son,  mourning."  After  this,  if  any  one  can  say  that  a  bible  prophet  is  a  prophet,  then 
he  knows  not  God  of  the  universe,  nor  his  noblest  attributes,  truth  and  honesty. 

Yes,  but  here  is  a  mighty  mistake,  the  bible  minions  may  say — ^for  Jacob  said  that 
God  AJmighty  appeared  unto  him  at  Luz.  And  does  that  pretence  mend  the  matter  at 
all  ?  This  peculiar  god  was  all  in  all,  the  almighty,  but  his  peculiarity  is  proved  by 
Jacob  himself,  in  the  very  speech  quoted. 

He  has  peculiarized  him,  and  of  course  the  bible  has  defined  its  own  position,  so  the 
mistake  is  with  the  advocates  altogether.  But  they  may  affect  to  be  thunderstruck 
about  the  supposed  blasphemy,  and  there  again  is  their  own  mistake. 

All  the  bible  assertions  are  predicated  with  the  supposed  holiest  sanctity  :  then  all  the 
lies  of  their  fraternity,  as  of  Jacob,  are  all  perjuries ;  for  they  are  all  attempted  to  be 
fixed  as  irrevocable,  by  all  the  curses  of  the  priestocracy ,  on  those  that  attempt  to  revoke 
them  at  all.  Now  it  is  not  so  much  the  inextricable  blasphemy  of  Jacob,  bad  as  it  is, 
as  the  verdancy  of  the  moderns  adopting  what  idiots  ought  to  be  ashamed  of. 

Who  can  believe  that  chapter  forty-ninth  was  ever  fixed  up  by  Jacob,  if  ever  there 
was  such  a  creature  in  substance  1  If  it  was,  he  portrayed  the  character  of  the  priest- 
ocracy, who  have  portrayed  their  own  likeness.  The  man  that  does  not  know  his  own 
grandsons  affects  to  be  a  prophet !  But  all  these  blunders  are  chargeable  to  the  dra- 
matists, whose  patchwork  could  not  hide  their  peculiar  deformity :  their  mantle  was  too 
rickety  for  truth. 

But  Jacob  speaks  from  the  facts  of  the  case,  when  he  speaks  of  Simeon  and  Levi— 
instruments  of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitations. 

*'  6.  O  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  secret ;  (hear  that,  preachers,)  unto  their 
assembly,  mine  honor,  be  not  thou  united.  7.  Cursed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce; 
and  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel.  10.  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a 
lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come  ;  and  unto  him  shall  the  gathering  of 
the  people  be."  The  dearth  universal,  except  in  Egypt,  of  course  is  a  fiction,  ingeni- 
ously devised  to  invent  the  tale  for  the  bondage  in,  and  to  the  same  source  of  invention 
is  due  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt.  Besides  the  fanaticism 
of  pretended  prophecy,  engendered  in  arousing  up  the  enthusiasm  of  this  people,  was 
the  additional  motive  of  recovering  the  land  where  the  bones  of  their  ancestors  were 
buried.  But  neither  nriest-altars,  nor  wells,  nor  groves,  nor  all  the  pretences  of  priest- 
ocracy*s  words,  entitled  the  children  of  Israel  to  the  possession  of  lands  occupied  by 
others,  and  to  say  the  least,  deserted  by  their  ancestors.  What  sort  of  a  covenant  was 
made  with  Jacob  ?  Was  he  honest  enough  to  keep  one  ?  As  patriarchs,  so  is  the  bible 
worthless. 

EXODUS. 

Who  was  Moses  ?  Born  of  incestuous  wedlock,  and  when  grown,  a  murderer ;  when 
ruler,  a  repudiator ;  and  when  competent  to  dispense  his  peculiar  faith,  an  idolater  and 
pagan.  Moses  married  a  priest^s  daughter,  and  necessarily  became  imbued  with  all  the 
character  of  a  priest,  having  such  previous  education  in  Egypt.  He  makes  an  admira- 
ble start  as  a  man  of  genius,  intending  to  play  out  mind-jugglery.  He  clothes  his  super- 
stition with  the  sublime  wonders  of  nature,  and  resorts  to  the  volcano  to  add  to  the 
influence  on  mind. 

But  the  mighty  solution  is  in  the  bible,  that  gives  the  priestocracy  for  god ;  but  the  lord 
eod  of  Israel  is  certainly  not  the  God  of  the  universe,  as  is  proved  by  ch.  iii.  v.  7.  And  the 
Lord  said,  8.  And  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them  (my  people)  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Egyptians,  &c.  All  the  people  of  the  world  are  those  of  the  God  of  the  universe ;  any 
o£er  language  is  untrue. 

The  God  of  tlie  universe  does  not  have  to  come  down  to  earth,  as  he  is  omnipresent, 
and  has  his  conservative  principles  to  represent  and  vindicate  him,  excluding  necessarily 
the  angels.  What  proof  is  there  that  God  sent  Moses  to  deliver  the  children  of  Israel . 
All  lied.  Moses  sent  himself;  as  God  had  as  little  need  of  him  as  of  angels  to  act 
divinely  for  the  Hebrew  nation.  The  whole  nation  lied,  claiming  any  divine  mission, 
proved  by  the  works  of  God  in  the  universe. 

Moses  and  Aaron  were  the  greatest  mind-jugglers,  the  most  astute  of  their  priestoc- 
xaoy ;  and  the  whole  of  all  peculiar  bibles  are  mind-juggleries.  If  the  world  had  coo- 
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temporary  history  of  all  such  bibles  of  traditioD,  they  would  be  proved  and  confirmed  by 
science y  as  the  worst  of  all  iniquities.  We  are  conscientiously  convinced  this  bible  is 
ua  abominable  fable,  made  up  of  degraded  lies.  The  priestocracy  are  all  self-conmiis- 
»ioned,  and  endorse  each  otber. 

The  pretence  is,  that  the  object  was  to  smite  all  Egypt  with  all  God's  wonders ;  and 
if  they  had  been  performed  as  related,  not  only  all  Egypt,  but  the  whole  world  would 
have  been  Judaized.  The  lies  are  told,  but  the  omission  of  rational  effects  convicts 
them  all.  The  most  reckless  opposition  could  not  have  possibly  withstood  all  such,  as 
cemiog  from  God. 

The  last  verse  of  this  chapter  violates  all  the  principles  of  religion,  for  it  libels  God, 
IS  advising  and  suggesting  repudiation.  As  like  priestocracy,  so  was  their  peculiar 
god,  who  spoke  and  knew  only  as  the  first.  What  does  chapter  the  fourth  prove  I 
That  God  proved  Moses  for  jugglery  ?  What  mind  is  so  verdant  1  Would  God  have 
disciplined  Moses  or  the  priestocracy,  when  he  could  better  do  it  through  the  minds  of 
the  world  ;  a  performance  that  was  purposed  at  creation  ? 

That  is  the  way  that  God  has  been  operating  during  his  administration,  but  the  dynasties 
of  the  priestocracy  have  assumed  a  different  thing,  to  their  disgrace. 

God  has  a  direct  way  of  doing  things,  the  priestocracy  has  an  indirect  way,  about 
vhich  they  have  to  lie  continually  to  keep  it  going  ;  and  when  that  is  done,  all  is  done. 
The  modems  have  to  aid  the  ancients.  One  of  the  worst  features  of  this  libelous  bible 
1%  that  God  said  unto  Mose?  that  he  would  harden  Pharaoh^s  heart,  that  he  should  not 
let  the  people  go !  The  terms  of  ignorance  in  which  this  libel  is  conveyed,  betray  the 
science  of  physiology,  as  of  religion,  enough  to  confute  the  whole  forever.  The  very 
signs  and  wonders  that  caused  the  Israelites  to  believe,  would  have  been  irresistible  to 
the  superstitious  Egyptians.     The  legend  commits  its  own  suicide. 

There  is,  no  doubt,  something  latent  here,  as  the  ornaments  thus  obtained,  that  went 
to  the  Egyptian  peculiar  gods,  were  or  could  be  devoted  to  their  Jew  god. 

Ch-  V.  v.  3  :  And  they  said,  the  God  of  the  Hebrews  hath  met  with  us."  This  had 
been  anticipated  by  Pharaoh,  who  knew  not  such  a  god.  Had  the  God  of  the  universe 
been  proved,  there  had  been  no  sectarianism  between  the  Hebrews  and  Egyptians. 

It  was  a  thing  impossible  to  convince  one  ancient  nation  that  another  cotemporary 
had  superior  gods,  when  exclusive  proprietorship  was  claimed,  and  their  national  priest*- 
ocracy  were  ever  on  the  alert.  Had  the  universal  God  been  proclaimed,  then  the  difficulty 
had  been  obviated  ;  assuredly  this  was  the  case  with  the  Hebrews  and  Egyptians. 

The  Egyptians  were  bound  to  believe  their  peculiar  faith  superior  to  that  of  the  He- 
brews, as  their  masters,  from  whom,  at  last,  the  Egyptians  had  to  run  away  by  the  best 
rational  view  of  truth.  If  half  was  true  of  the  slavery  of  the  Israelites,  then  they  had 
a  most  woful  time  of  it,  and  of  course  had  not  time  or  means  for  mental  improvement 
Are  these  miserable  people  they  who  are  to  give  the  enlightened,  of  two  ages  before 
them,  the  highest  code  of  civilization  ?    The  very  idea  is  an  insult  to  the  light  of  mind. 

Ch.  vi.  The  talking  about  his  names,  that  are  men^s,  proves  that  God  had  nothing  to 
do  in  all  this  matter.  Had  God'^s  omnipotent  arm  been  directly  in  this  matter,  he  might 
have  at  once  met  the  question.  Can  any  one,  on  the  true  analysis  of  this  subject  to-day, 
say  that  tlie  Egyptians  were  not  as  dear  to  God  the  Creator  as  the  Hebrews,  or  any 
other  mortals  1  If  the  negative  be  adopted,  then  let  a  sufficient  reason  be  given  ;  miser- 
able world-agitation  does  the  bible  morale  impart.  What,  will  any  rational  being  to-day 
say,  that  the  land  of  Canaan,  wherein  the  Israelites  were  strangers,  should  be  their 
heritage  ?  The  thirtieth  verse  evinces  the  language  of  the  priestocracy  too  plainly  to 
be  mistaken, — ^*'I  am  of  uncircumcised  lips," — emanated  from  the  whole  soul,  probably 
the  heart,  of  these  spiritual  speculative  people.  Several  of  the  succeeding  chapters 
are  of  that  spirit,  and  are  endorsed  in  their  black  letters  as  prominently  as  can  be.  .  Ch. 
Tii.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  see,  I  have  made  thee  a  god  to  Pharaoh  ;  and  Aaron 
thy  brother  shall  be  thy  prophet."  Can  priestocracy  do  more  than  that?  Thus,  these 
low-bred,  incestuous  characters  lorded  it  over  the  Hebrews,  and  all  others  that  their 
little  brief  authority  could  reach.  These  were  a  hopeful  pair  of  brothers!  Go,  priest- 
ocracy, to  all  the  world,  for  all  you  have  now  to  do,  is  to  prepare  the  simple  minded  to 
believe  a  book  called  the  bible,  because  it  is  written  therein,  '*  thus  saith  the  Lord  of  the 
Israelites."  Ye  are  an  affiliated  band  of  professors,  whose  sworn  duty  is  to  deceive  the 
whole  world,  and  not  enlighten  yourselves  out  of  ^our  hybrid .  bigotry.  What  matters 
it  whether  it  be  ri^ht ;  it  is  your  profession  1  W  hat  matters  it  whether  this  chapter 
contradict!  all  human  nature  ?  Your  faith,  with  your  vernacular  heart,  your  perjured 
sophistry,  can  set  at  defiance  all  the  legitimate  criticism  of  the  world.  Is  not  your 
power  the  union  of  church  and  state,  that  ruleth  mind,  purse,  and  sword,  that  setteth  at 
defiance  the  ingenuous  wisdom  of  all  ages  !  You  will  convince  Pharaoh's  mind,  but 
his  heart  belongs  to  youl    And  miracles  were  the  game  that  these  men  played  with ! 
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Ostensibly  in  the  jugglery  of  serpents.  V.  11.  The  sorcerers  and  magicianB  acted  witli 
their  encliantments.'^  But  the  Hebrew  men  outdid  them,  because  they  played  another 
game,  the  jugglery  of  mind,  not  on  the  Egyptians,  but  on  the  multitude  of  the  world, 
silly  enough  to  believe,  to  play  at  the  game  of  faith.  The  Hebrews  had  the  last  tlirow, 
and  that  game  is  played  in  their  bible  jugglery.  What  say  the  Egyptians  ?  Have  we 
their  statement  ?  W  as  ever  this  scene  perpetrated  before  the  light  that  shone  on  the 
land  of  Egypt  ?     If  so,  it  was  written  in  the  closet  of  some  monk  of  that  order. 

13.  And  he  hardened  Pharaoh's  heart,  that  he  hearkened  not  unto  them,  as  the  Lord 
had  said."  Said  what?  Libels  from  beginning  to  end,  both  of  nature  and  nature's 
God.  This  book  disproves  itself,  that  it  was  neither  mind  nor  heart.  What  did  these 
bunglers  know,  but  trade  on  the  low  speculation  of  their  degraded  profession  ?  That 
Moses  and  Aaron  were  mind-jugglers,  the  chapter  proves,  that  they  prove  themselves. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  human  nature  to  oppose  the  manifestations  of  divine  power. 
For  that  produces  the  true  humility.     This  is  the  true  result  of  religion. 

20.  And  Moses  and  Aaron  did. so,  as  the  Eord  commanded  ;  and  he  lifked  up  the  rod 
and  smote  the  waters,  &c. — ^and  all  the  waters  that  were  in  the  river  were  tamed  into 
blood. 

22.  And  the  magicians  of  Egypt  did  so  with  their  enchantments,  &c.  Where  is  the 
proof  conclusive  now  that  all  tliis  is  true  ?  Who  believes  it  ?  If  the  magicians  of 
Egypt  could  do  this,  what  excelled  it,  proves  better  magic.  But  it  is  the  magic  of 
falsehoods,  that  knaves  and  fools  ^lay  with.  The  magicians  could  turn  water  into  blood ! 
As  Piiaraoh  did  not  believe  it,  it  proves  that  some  magic  was  used  of  which  we  have 
not  the  true  history.  We  have  heard  of  its  raining  blood,  but  then  that  blood  came 
from  a  man^s  hands. 

Ch.  viii.,  V.  7.  And  the  Magicians  did  so  with  their  enchantments,  and  brought  up 
frogs  upon  the  land  of  Egypt. ' 

But  the  magicians  could  not  bring  forth  lice  with  their  enchantments.  We  can  all 
say  this  is  the  finger  of  the  priestocracy,  their  trickery  surely.  It  is  not  for  the  Egyp- 
tians, but  the  verdant  people  of  tlie  w^orld.  Who  was  w'orse,  Moses  for  lying  imposi- 
tion, or  infamous  priestocracy  for  their  inquisition  to  enforce  iliese  infamous  lies  ? 

Sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings  were  so  convenient  for  the  priests.  Ch.  ix.,  v.  27  : 
And  Pharaoh  said :  The  Lord  is  righteous,  and  I  and  my  people  are  wicked  ;  yet,  34 : 
Pharaoh  hardened  his  heart.  What  had  the  last  to  do  with  the  convictions  of  mind  I 
Ch.  X.  But  here  is  the  beauty,  kings  and  people  must  be  humbled  before  and  by  tlie 
priestocracy.  The  world  must  bow  down  to  them  !  V.  17.  Now  therefore  forgive,  I 
pray  thee,  my  sin  only  this  once,  and  entreat  the  Lord  your  God,  that  he  may  take 
away  from  me  this  death  only."  Thus  was  Pharaoh  suppliant  to  Moses  and  Aaron,  if 
we  take  their  words  for  it!  21.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  stretch  out  thine  hand 
toward  heaven,  that  there  may  be  darkness  over  the  land  of  Egypt,  even  darkness 
which  may  be  felt" !  That  is  pretty  strong.  The  lying  increases,  several  coats  thick- 
Ch.  xi.,  v.l.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  &c.  V.  2.  Speak  now  in  the  ears  of  the 
people,  and  let  every  man  borrow  of  his  neighbor,  and  every  woman  of  her  neighbor, 
jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold?"  What  a  libel  on  God  I  What  felonious  theft  of 
Moses  the  repudiator !  Ch.  xii.,  v.  15.  Seven  days  shall  ye  eat  unleavened  bread,  even 
the  first  day  ye  shall  put  away  leaven  out  of  your  houses ;  for  whosoever  eatetli 
leavened  bread  from  the  first  day  until  the  seventh  day,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  oflf  from 
Israel."     A  human  sacrifice  for  a  rite  of  superstition !    This  a  particle  of  religion ! 

Would  that  millions  had  not  been  sacrificed  by  the  people,  who  make  the  greater 
sacrifice  to  the  impositions  of  the  priestocracy. 

V,  26.  And  it  shaD  come  to  pass,  when  your  children  shall  say  unto  you,  what  mean 
ye  by  this  service  1  27.  That  ye  shall  say,  it  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  Lord's  passover, 
who  passed  over  the  houses  of  tlie  children  of  Israel  in  Egypt,  when  he  smote  the 
Egyptians,  and  delivered  our  houses."  Did  God  of  the  universe  ever  do  so  ?  Were 
the  Egj'ptians  a  part  of  his  creation,  or  were  they  the  real  estranged  heathen  whom 
he  did  not  create  ?  Were  the  Hebrews  so  heathenish  to  mind's  analysis,  that  they 
committed  themselves  to  a  peculiar  bible,  that  adopted  a  peculiar  god  fur  tliem  and  no 
others  1  29.  And  it  came  Xo^slsSj  that  at  midnight  the  Lord  smote  all  the  first-born  in 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  all  tlie  first-born  of  cattle."  Priests,  how  can  ye  say  so  1  Can 
ye  come  to  the  truth  this  time  ?  Where  did  the  first-bom  of  cattle  come  from,  as  m 
the  very  grievous  murrain,  ch.  ix.  v.  6.  And  the  Lord  did  that  thing  on  the  morrow^, 
and  all  the  cattle  of  Egypt  died."  Liars  ought  to  have  good  memories.  V.  35.  Ami 
the  children  of  Israel  did  according  to  the  word  of  Moses :  and  tliey  borrowed  ol  the 
Egyptians  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  raiment.  36.  And  tlic  Lord  pave 
the  people  favor  in  the  sight  of  the  Egyptians,  so  that  they  lent  unto  them  such  tilings 
as  they  required  :  and  they  spoiled  the  Egyptians."    Tliis  is  the  source  of  repudiation* 
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What  a  fine  thing  it  was  that  these  Hebrews  only  knew  no  more  such  people !  The 
God  of  the  universe  never  knew  such  a  people,  as  they  claim  acquaintance.  47.  All 
the  congregation  of  Israel  shall  keep  it  (the  ordinance  of  the  passover.)  50.  Thus 
did  all  the  children  of  Israel,  as  the  Lord  commanded  Moses  and  Aaron,  so  did  they. 

The  children  of  Israel  were  merely  stupid  grown  up  children,  to  believe  it.  Here  is 
thp  secret  of  priestocracy  power. 

This  nation  of  the  Jews  was  doubtlessly  matured  enough,  to  obtain  through  numbers 
mv\  the  employment  of  stratagem,  their  national  sovereignty.  They  left  Egypt 
;  1  \'r.ssfully ;  how,  we  cannot  possibly  tell,  by  their  miserably  corrupted  bible  of 
tiaiition. 

Ch.  xiii.  1.  "And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying."  The  decree  of  thispriesto- 
vTiry  was  as  absolute,  by  their  own  showing,  as  the  ukase  of  the  Russian  Emperor. 

'i.  Sanctify  unto  me  all  the  first-bom,  whatsoever  openeth  the  womb  among  the 
chiMren  of  Israel,  b(»th  of  man  and  of  beast,  it  is  mine."  We  observe  once  for  all 
that  when  the  priestocracy  spoke  with  their  greatest  authority,  they  said  the  Lord 
spake.  Then  there  was  of  course  no  ^reversal  of  that  decree,  unless  they  chose  to 
entreat  the  Lord  to  speak  differently,  and  that  declared  itself  according  to  their  notions 
of  things,  under  peculiar  secret  influences.  What  a  formidable  power,  the  colossus 
of  the  world,  by  which  the  world  has  been  overwhelmed  and  mind  mastered.  Their 
ritps  and  ceremonies  bound  the  devotees  by  the  strongest  ligaments  of  superstition. 

The  old  priestocracies  sought  to  gain  the  first,  now  the  modern  ones  seek  to  maintain 
ani  manage  all  better,  by  the  worth  and  wealth  of  the  whole  born,  whose  deepest 
feelings  are  peculiarly  enlisted  and  linked.  We  may  reasonably  conclude  that  the 
course  pursued  as  in  second  verse  gained  over  the  friendship  and  combination  of  the 
people,  whilst  the  last  added  to  their  abundance  and  enjoyment. 

The  priestocracy  *B  power  is  powerfully  developed  in  this  chapter.  Power  of  govern- 
ment can  always  find  expedients  to  assume  prerogatives.  V.  15.  Therefore  I  sacrifice 
to  the  Lord  all  that  openeth  the  matrix,  being  males ;  but  all  the  first-born  of  my 
children  I  redeem.  17.  God  did  not  lead  the  people  through  the  Philistines'  land  ;  for 
God  said,  lest  peradventure  the  people  repent  when  they  see  war,  and  they  return  to  • 
Kj^vpt."    Where,  outrageously  lying  priests,  are  your  miracles  to  stop  them  ? 

This  is  another  proof  that  this  God  was  not  omniscient,  as  the  God  of  the  universe 
does  not  use  the  guess-words  peradventure,  since  he  knows.  Whether  the  generals 
were  timid,  and  put  all  on  this  category,  this  untruthful  account  does  not  enable  us  to 
ilincover  satisfactorily,  but  it  looks  reasonable  if  they  did  not  march  straight  forward. 
But  their  wilderness  story  is  a  miserable  legend  most  doubtlessly.  Who  can  substan- 
tiate as  to  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  or  a  pillar  of  fire?  None.  Moses  or  his  book-makers 
hare  lied.  Ch.  xiv.  v.  4.  That  the  Egyptians  may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord."  It 
seems  this  peculiar  god  was  very  ambitious  to  be  known  to  other  nations,  by  taking 
penalties  on  them  in  behalf  of  his  people  the  Jews.  5.  And  it  was  told  the  king  of 
E;Tvpt,  that  the  people  fled.  8.  And  the  Lord  hardened  the  heart  of  Pharaoh  king  of 
P'gypt,  and  he  pursued  after  the  children  of  Israel,"  &c.  It  is  no  more  reasonable  that 
men  taught  by  miracles,  as  related,  could  have  done  this,  than  the  miracles  could  have 
been  performed,  or  that  the  sea  opened  for  one  to  pass,  and  the  other  to  be  drowned. 
All  this  is  infamously  false.  The  Egyptians  and  Pharaoh  were  not  the  creatures  of 
God,  as  these  pretences  would  have  us  believe.  No,  not  at  all.  They  were  a  part 
of  the  outside  barbarians.  The  heathens  that  should  have  been  butchered  up  for  the 
^" » 1  of  the  peculiar  people.  They  were  only  reserved  for  the  priestocracy  to  try  their 
hands  on,  to  prove  their  peculiar  god.  Mind  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  priestocracy  : 
th*»y  deal  in  faith  and  miracles.  17.  and  I,  behold  I,  (the  Lord)  will  harden  the  hearts 
of  the  Egyptians,  and  they  shall  follow  them,  and  I  will  get  me  honor  upon  Pharaoh 
and  upon  all  his  host."  What  honor  is  comparable  to  the  loftiest  government  of  mind, 
what  is  holier  than  religion  that  knows  the  people  of  the  world  as  one  brotherhood  ? 
IS.  And  the  Egyptians  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord."  The  world  best  knows  the 
Lord,  through  the  best  culture  of  mind. 

Now  for  the  priestocracy.  21.  And  Moses  stretched  out  his  hand  over  the  sea,  and 
the  Lord  caused  the  sea  to  go  back,  &c.  27.  And  Moses  stretched  forth  his  hand  over 
the  sea,  and  the  sea  returned  to  his  strength."  Who  so  powerful  as  the  priestocracy  ? 
They  were  the  master-spirits  of  the  world,  for  lying ! 

How  explain  ?  How  believe,  sir  ?  Who  so  verdant,  eh  ?  As  to  the  prophecy  of 
the  Hebrews,  did  they  not  prophecy  against  their  dispossessed  enemies  ?  The  state- 
iHRnts  must  be  first  proved,  else  it  is  irrational  to  ask  belief.  It  is  not  religion  nor 
honesty  to  require  faith  where  there  is  not  rational  proof.  I  ask  for  indubitable  proof 
that  exact  records  were  made,  and  all  such  kept  above  suspicion  and  reproach. 

There  is  no  such  proof  at  all.     Those  who  could  lie  about  the  past,  could  easily  lie 
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about  the  future.  Chapter  the  fifteenth  displays  proof  of  direct  antagonism  to  chapter 
thirteenth,  respecting  not  going  directly  to  Canaan,  and  indirectly  against  the  state- 
ments of  the  fourteenth  chapter  as  regards  the  miracles  through  the  red  sea.  Ch.  xv., 
v.  16.  Fear  and  dread  shall  fall  upon  them,  (expressed  in  preceding  yerses,  especially 
14  and  15,)  by  the  greatness  of  thine  arm  they  shall  be  as  still  as  a  stone,  till  thy 
people  pass  over,  0  Lord.''  And  yet  this  man,  Moses,  was  called  an  unsurpassed 
prophet.  Some  knowledge  of  chemistry  kept  as  an  occult  science,  might  have  been 
possessed  by  the  priestocracy,  but  that  is  only  an  incident  to  the  main  drama  that  re- 
quired more  potency  from  them  than  that  to  sustain  them.  Moses  changes  the  character 
of  the  waters ;  that  may  be.  Who,  of  disinterested  witnesses,  can  tell  us  ?  We  should 
never  have  heard  of  this,  but  for  more  weighty  matters.  Who  certainly  proves  that 
all  these  things  were  done  1 

The  bible  specifies  all  things  as  real !  The  particular  conversations  of  God  disprove 
all  the  bible,  that  Moses,  or  those  who  sustained  the  man  of  straw,  could  not  sustain. 

It  carries  the  elements  of  its  own  destruction.  It  is  hard  to  know  the  truth  from  the 
fiction  of  these  deceiving  priests,  and  fortunately  it  is  of  little  interest,  as  the  sure  word 
of  God,  cause  and  efiect,  annihilates  all  priestocracies.  Ch.  xvii.  Water  was  obtained 
out  of  ihe  rock  of  Horeb  by  Moses,  accompanied  by  the  elders  of  the  cliildren  of  Israel. 
Water  can  be  easily  gotten  out  of  a  rock,  if  the  party  be  prepared  for  it,  but  whether  it 
was  by  a  rod  or  by  the  pen  is  unknown  to  us.  All  the  elders  of  Israel  are  affiliated, 
dead  and  buried,  and  so  will  be  their  bible.  .  1 1  v.  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Moses 
held  up  his  hand,  that  Israel  prevailed ;  and  when  he  let  down  his  hand,  Amalek  pre- 
vailed. 12.  And  his  hands  were  steady  until  the  going  down  of  the  sun."  Why  was 
not  the  miracle  of  Amalek's  discomfiture  done  at  once  ?  The  world  must  submit  to 
this  all-powerful  dynasty,  and  let  it  construe  all  things  their  way.  Was  the  hand  of 
the  priestocracy  or  of  the  general  the  most  efToctual  1  The  writer's  was  potent.  Can 
the  people  believe  all  ? 

But  what  sort  of  morals  and  religion  would  any  such  memorial  as  this  be  ?  14.  *^^nd 
the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  write  this  for  a  memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehearse  it  in  the 
-ears  of  Joshua:  for  I  will  utterly  put  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from  under 
heaven."  Was  their  conception  of  Jehovah  much  removed  from  the  name  of  Jupiter  t 
They  had  not  clear  views  of  God's  character ;  very  far  from  it  indeed. 

What  morals  were  in  tins  ?  16.  "  For  he  said,  because  the  Lord  hath  sworn  that 
the  Lord  will  have  war  with  Amalek  from  generation  to  generation" !  If  the  Israelites 
could  not  conquer  the  Amalekites  otherwise,  of  course  it  was  called  prophecy,  but  writ- 
ten undoubtedly  after  full  trial  of  the  facts  of  time.  Is  man  more  than  man;  is  mortal 
more  than  mortal  1  Moses  was  having  many  fold  as  historiographer,  the  best  berth  for 
the  future. 

The  moderns  will  not  take  this  into  proper  consideration. 

lie  and  his  clique  fixed  up  all  the  drama,  being  all  in  all  with  Israel — judge,  dictator, 
master,  and  all  tliat  autocracy  could  ask  for.  What  can  equal  the  dictation  of  the  oracles 
of  th/pcculiar  god  of  any  country  ?  They  are  uttered  without  restraint,  and  executed 
as  expedient.  Nothing  on  earth  is  equal  to  its  power,  and  it  carries  all  before  it.  The 
terrors  of  a  French  Directory  are  nothing  to  it.  Has  the  world  ever  appreciated  hall 
its  character  ?  C.  xviii.  And  Moses  judged  the  people,  making  them  to  know  tho 
statutes  of  God,  and  his  laws  ;  but  Jethro  told  him  that  the  thing  that  he  did  was  not 
good.  19.  I  will  give  thee  counsel."  The  priest  of  Midian  advised  him  to  appoint 
his  inferior  judges,  and  himself  the  supreme  judge  of  great  matters.  24.  "  So  Moses 
barkened  to  the  voice  of  his  father-in-law,  and  did  all  that  he  had  said."  Here  then  is 
an  acknowledgment  of  tlie  superiority  of  mind,  though  it  is  one  priest  advising  another. 
The  truth  will  speak  for  itself,  and  the  defect  of  mind  prevented  a  better  condition  oi 
tilings. 

Ch.  xix.  V.  5.  Then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar  treasure  unto  me  above  all  people ;  for  all  the 
earth  is  mine  ;  v.  6.  And  ye  shall  be  unto  me  a  kingdom  of  priests,  and  an  holy  nation. 
Would  not  the  priestocracy  delight  to  have  the  whole  world  in  this  position  1  But  the 
God  of  the  universe  does  not  rule  it  that  way.  His  conservative  principles  do  not 
call  for  priests  or  angels,  devils  nor  bibles  of  tradition.  Moses  went  up  to  the  mouot 
unto  God.  All  priest  impostors  had  their  secret  places.  The  people  were  too  viil^r 
to  come  near  to  gaze.  They  were  not  to  know  the  mysteries.  The  dictators  of  tlic 
priestocracy  were  to  be  only  in  the  secret.  All  the  strikers  were  to  keep  at  a  proper 
distance,  under  the  penalty  of  death.  Who,  tlien,  but  these  dictators  gave  the  mora 
and  ceremonial  law  on  Sinai  1  It  matters  not  whether  Mount  Sinai  was  volcanic  or 
not,  as  "  Mount  Sinai  was  altogether  on  a  smoke — and  the  whole  mount  quaked  great- 
ly" ;  so  that  the  people  were  smoked,  and  whether  that  voice  was  ventriloquism  or  no  ♦ 
as  long  as  the  dictators  presided  over  the  peu,  and  wielded  the  sword.    That  mlad  is  to 
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pitied  at  this  day  that  pretends  not  to  see  what  potency  irresistible  influenced  the  whole 
records.  Are  the  Jew  records  any  better  than  any  other  mythologists^?  In  what 
respect  ?  Ask  honest  and  truthful  sense  if  it  would  not  have  been  best  to  convince  this 
rebellious  people  Israel,  by  the  real  majesty  of  Almighty  God,  than  to  have  had  such 
ineffectual  means  through  their  dictators,  who  were  viler  than  the  rabble  ?  Would  it 
not  have  saved  the  life  of  thousands,  ay,  of  millions  ?  But  the  hands  of  bigots  have 
received  tlie  traditions  of  bigots,  and  they  run  wild  with  their  pretences.  Ch.  xx.  v.  19. 
"  And  they  (the  people)  said  unto  Moses,  speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear  :  but  let 
not  God  speak  with  us  lest  we  die" !  Mind,  thou  art  watching  the  Jews — guard  thyself. 
Awake.  Was  this  not  the  very  soul  language  of  the  priestocracy  1  If  the  people  will 
not  maintain  their  rights  of  mind,  will  the  priestocracy  do  it,  combined  as  they  are 
against  it  ?  24.  An  altar  of  earth  thou  shalt  make  unto  me,  and  shalt  sacrifice  thereon 
thy  burnt  oiTerings,  thy  peace  offerings,  thy  sheep  and  thine  oxen."  This  verse  con- 
clusively proves  that  this  bible  was  written  by  men,  and  not  inspired  by  tlie  God  of  the 
universe,  who  only  requires  pure  adoration  of  mind,  where;is  the  priestocracy  desire  the 
Hocks  of  the  people,  and  commit  perjury  to  get  them.  Ch.  xxi.  v.  6.  And  his  master 
shall  bore  his  ear  through  with  an  awl.  Ch.  xxii.  v.  18.  Thou  shalt  not  suffer  a  witch  to 
live.  28.  Thou  shalt  not  revile  the  gods.  29.  Thou  shalt  not  delay  to  offer  the  first  of 
thy  ripe  fruits,  and  of  thy  liquors :  the  first  born  of  thy  sons  shalt  thou  give  unto  me." 
IIuw  most  demoralizing  is  the  bible  in  regard  to  some  primary  matters !  But  how  about 
the  chief  matters  of  laws  ?  Many  are  necessarily  good,  otherwise  the  whole  had  been 
easily  exposed.  But  why  seek  to  maintain  an  exploded  system,  that  cannot  be  sus- 
taioed  in  justice  to  mind  ?  We  prefer  at  once  all  that  is  due  the  world.  Chapter  the 
twenty-third  is  quite  to  the  purpose  of  the  priestocracy.  10  v.  And  six  years  shalt 
thou  sow  thy  land.  11.  But  the  seventh  year  thou  shalt  let  it  rest  and  lie  still."  How 
peculiar !  This  certainly  came  from  their  peculiar  god.  20.  Behold,  I  send  an  angel 
before  thee  to  keep  thee  in  the  way,  and  to  bring  thee  into  the  place  which  I  have  pre- 
pared." This  angel  is  to  be  truly  obeyed,  and  then  he  will  cut  off  the  Jebusites  and 
tiie  other  occupants  of  the  soil.  V.  24.  Thou  shalt  not  bow  down  to  their  gods  :  but 
thou  shalt  utterly  overthrow  them,  and  quite  break  down  their  images."  Moses  reserved 
to  himself  the  right  of  coming  to  his  god,  who  spake  as  Moses  dictated,  and  he  did  as 
his  book-makers  ordered.  They  pulled  the  wires.  It  is  quite  curious  to  see  how  the 
nations  were  to  be  treated.  27.  1  will  send  my  fear  before  thee,  and  will  destroy  all 
the  people  to  whom  thou  shalt  come.  Ch.  xxiv.  v.  2.  And  Moses  alone  shall  come 
near  the  Lord ;  but  they  (the  priestocracy,  &c.)  shall  not  come  nigh,  neither  shall  the 
people  go  up  with  him.  V.  3.  And  Moses  came  and  told  the  people  all  the  words  of 
the  Lo^."  And  Moses  came  as  near  the  Lord  as  the  people  of  Israel !  10.  And  they 
saw  the  God  of  Israel :  and  there  was  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  a  sap- 
phire stone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clearness."  Wonderful  descrip- 
tion ;  mystified  mysteries  of  the  priestocracy.  How  much  it  enlightens  the  mind  about 
God !  17.  And  the  sight  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  was  like  devouring  fire  on  the  top 
of  the  mount  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  Israel."  Was  it  any  thing  less  than  a 
volcano  ? 

But  no  matter ;  our  author,  Moses,  can  make  it  any  thing. 

13.  And  Moses  rose  up,  and  his  minister  Joshua."  Does  Joshua  help  the  truth,  who 
could  not  tell  it  about  the  sun  1  18.  And  Moses  was  in  the  mount  forty  days  and  forty 
nights.  Ch.  xxxiv.  v.  28.  And  he  was  there  with  the  Lord  forty  days  and  forty  nights; 
he  did  neither  eat  bread  nor  drink  water." 

All  this  time  ?  This  was  man's  work.  God  acta  by  electricity,  and  in  the  time  could 
have  made  several  universes.  What  became  of  the  one  all  that  time  ?  Of  course,  Moses 
and  his  coadjutors  are  convicted  of  libel  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  wishing  to  substi- 
tute most  ignomlniously  his  peculiar  god  therefor.  Has  the  world  waked  up  yet  out  of 
its  Mosaic  sleep?    lait  still  in  the  vision  of  tlie  priestocracy  ? 

God  ordered  all  the  particulars  about  the  altar,  tabernacles,  &c.  Aaron  and  children, 
as  priests,  were  to  be  clothed  with  very  fine  dresses,  and  Aaron  to  have  a  plate 
inscribed  Holiness  to  the  Lord.  Moses  was  the  master  of  the  ceremonies,  to  *^  consecrate 
and  sanctify  the  priests."  Moses  was  in  fact  the  autocrat  of  the  people,  and  the  master 
of  all  the  little  despots.  With  such  a  power,  despotic  and  absolute,  as  Moses  had  in 
priestocracy,  he  could  do  any  thing  with  the  people,  the  mass,  and  ingrafl  superstition 
»o  deep  into  them  that  it  could  not  bo  gotten  rid  of  for  thousands  of  years.  What  can 
^  a  greater  curse ! 

Ch.  xxxii.  While  all  these  means  of  elevating  Aaron  as  priest  to  the  peculiar  ^od 
of  Israel,  were  progressing,  he  was  making  a  calf-god  for  his  ignorant  people,  and  build- 
ing an  altar  to  it,  to  which  they  sacrificed.  It  was  quite  easy  to  change  from  one 
idolatry  to  another.  This  is  a  curious  chapter  of  incidents,  for  Moses  rebukes  and  re- 
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minds  his  god  of  his  oath  to  the  patriarchs,  to  multiply  their  seed  as  the  stars  of  heaven, 
and  the  gift  of  the  promised  land,  that  they  should  inherit  it  forever.  Whether  the 
writer  affects  that  his  god  forgot  this  oath  when  his  anger  waxed  hot  against  his  people, 
he  tells  us  that  the  lord  repented  of  the  evil  designed ;  which,  if  done,  would  have  pla- 
ced that  peculiar  god  in  an  awful  and  inextricable  difficulty.  If  Moses  had  let  the  lord 
alone  he  would  have  consumed  the  people.  In  fact,  Moses  makes'  the  dereliction,  the 
crime  of  his  pecuhar  god,  perjury.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  which  is  the  greater,  the 
priestocracy's  god  or  the  priestoracy,  as  represented  by  Moses.  Abraham  proved  him 
destitute  of  omnipresence  and  omniscience  ;  Moses  proves  him  both.  Their  pecuhar 
god  was  only  as  they  represented  him  ;  the  God  of  Creation  is  as  the  universe  repre- 
sents him  :  that  is  the  inappreciable  difference.  To  find  out  the  peculiar  god,  we  need 
only  unveil  the  priestocracy  ;  to  know  the  Almighty,  we  have  to  solve  the  mighty 
problem  of  the  universe.  O,  how  disgusting  is  this  J)rie8tocracy,  reflected  on  their  cor- 
rupt mirror,  the  bible.  16.  And  the  tables  were  the  work  of  God,  and  the  writing  was 
the  writing  of  God,  graven  upon  the  tables."  O  no,  Moses,  this  was  all  your  work. 
God's  works  would  prove  themselves,  ^s  those  of  tlie  universe.  His  pen  is  electricity, 
his  books  the  spheres  of  the  universe,  that  as  much  exceed  your  stone  tables  as  religion 
exceeds  your  Judaism.  24.  Then  I  (Aaron)  cast  it  (the  gold)  into  the  lire,  and  there 
came  out  this  calf"  Which  was  the  greatest  liar,  Aaron  or  Moses?  Who  stood  up  to 
help  murder  the  people  ?  "  AJil  the  sons  of  Levi,"  of  the  priestocracy.  27.  And  he 
(Moses)  said  unto  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  Put  every  man  his  sword 
by  his  side — and  slay  every  man  his  brother,  and  every  man  his  companion,  and  every 
man  his  neighbor."  Now  the  awful  thing,  peculiar  faith  tyranny,  works,  and  Christ's 
words  can  be  well  understood..  If  any  autocrat  of  absolutism  can  devise  more  tyranny 
than  that,  then  he  ought  to  be  master  of  a  verdant  world.  And  whom  did  this  ancient 
Jesuit,  this  monster  of  inquisition,  this  leader  of  sectarianism,  slay  ?  The  head  of  the 
sectarians  ?  Very  clear  of  all  that.  28.  And  there  fell  of  the  people  that  day  about  three 
thousand  men."  Men  of  the  world,  talk  no  more  of  inquisitions,  of  papal  despotism,  or 
fanatical  bigotry  ;  ye  support  it  all,  who  support  such  a  base  book.  The  priests'  laws 
and  swords  enacted  all  this  tragedy. 

And  who,  on  the  side  of  the  priestocracy's  god,  shed  all  this  blood  ?  Who  but  the 
priestocracy,  of  course  ?  All  the  sons  of  Levi,  And  Moses  called  it  consecrating 
themselves  to  that  Lord,  to  slay  every  man  his  son,  and  his  brother.  Let  it  pass  now, 
that  Christ  came  to  bring  the  sword,  and  to  set  the  household  in  chaos  and  confusion. 
Fanaticism  can  never  stop  till  religion  rules,  and  sectarianism  is  no  more.  And  who 
but  the  monster  of  persecution  and  intolerance  could  atone  for  the  sin  of  the  people,  be- 
fore the  priestocracy's  god,  who  did  as  the  oracle-master  directed  1  Yes,  this  murderer 
of  three  thousand  people,  whom  he  blinded  with  peculiar  idolatry,  and  left  in  their  wofid 
ignorance,  could  talk  of  sin,  when  there  were  any  sectarians  to  liis  sectarianism ;  and 
any  opportunity  to  show  off  his  pretensions.  35.  And  the  Lord  plagued  the  people, 
because  they  made  the  calf  which  Aaron  made."  The  God  of  the  universe  is  no  re- 
specter of  persons,  and  would  have  taken  hold  of  Mr.  Aaron  the  first  man,  as  the  great- 
est calf  of  the  whole.  Who  was  it  that  spoke  in  verse  34  ?  Most  clearly  a  man,  and 
one  that  had  lost  his  equilibrium.  Ch.  xxxiii.  v.  1.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 
Depart — ^unto  the  land  which  I  sware  unto  Abraham,  &q.  2.  And  I  will  send  an  angel 
before  thee.  3.  For  I  will  not  go  up  in  the  midst  of  thee  ;  for  thou  art  a  stiff-necked 
people  ;  lest  I  consume  thee  in  the  way."  And  the  peculiar  god  is  thus  again  proved 
destitute  of  omnipresence,  by  his  own  peculiar  dictator,  who  used  up  both  himself  and 
god,  worse  than  all  others  can  besides !  6.  For  the  Lord  had  said  unto  Moses,  Say 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  Ye  are  a  stiff-necked  people  :  I  will  come  up  into  the  midst 
of  thee  in  a  moment,  and  consume  thee."  Beat  that,  autocrats  of  the  world.  Bat  even 
this  threat  had  not  the  proper  influence  in  the  place  of  suppressed  rights  of  mind,  for  be- 
fore we  get  through  this  bible,  we  shall  find  this  imbecile  complaining  most  awfully  of 
impotent  power.  11.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  face  to  fiice,  as  a  man  speaketh 
unto  his  friend."  John  said,  no  man  has  seen  God.  Was  John  right?  Moses  could 
not  be.  17.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Thou  hast  found  grace  in  my  sight 
Why  not  the  whole  world  find  grace,  before  the  God  of  Creation?  It  has  found  exist- 
ence, itaelf  a  grace  of  the  Creator,  and  mind  his  constant  beneficiary.  The  priestocracy. 
not  mind,  spoke.  20.  And  he  said.  Thou  canst  not  see  my  face :  for  there  shall  no 
man  see  me,  and  live.  ^^      . 

Ch.  xxxiv.  **And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  and  I  will  write  upon  these  tables."  y 
God  ever  wrote  on  these  tables,  he  wrote  them  eternal  for  the  world,  else  the  peculiar 
people  were  the  sole  world.  Where  are  those  tables  ?  Are  they  not  in  dust,  as  then 
langungc?  What  was  the  language  ?  Hebrew!  Has  God  created  in  Hebrew  ?  Is 
his  universe  in  Hebrew,  or  in  unchangeable  universal  language,  that  mind  in  all  ages  ot 
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Hernity,  and  all  variety  of  nations,  reads  and  glorifies  as  the  only  book  ?  Ye  that  have 
opposed  Mormons,  do  so  no  more.  They  prefer  golden  plates.  Of  tastes,  who  can 
dispate  ?     There  is  no  other  position  that  the  world  of  superstition  can  dispute. 

Although  God  was  going  to  do  marvels  before  all  the  people,  no  man  was  to  come  up 
ffiUi  Moses,  when  God  wrote.  Now  this  was  the  greatt^st  of  all  marvels,  and  the 
worst  of  all  suspicions,  had  the  whole  been  a  fact,  instead  of  fictions.  11.  '^  I  drive  out 
before  thee,  the  Canaanite — and  the  Jebusite."  13.  *'  But  ye  shall  destroy  their  altars, 
break  their  images,  and  cut  down  their  groves."  Go  it,  ye  sectarians,  most  pagan  of 
all  pagans.  "  And  it  took  God  forty  days  and  forty  nights  to  write  upon  these  tables  V 
Not  an  iota,  as  you  shall  see  by  28th.  "  And  he  was  there  with  the  Lord  forty  days  and 
forty  nights  ;  he  did  neither  eat  bread,  nor  drink  water.  And  he  wrote  upon  the  tables 
the  words  of  the  covenant,  the  ten  commandments."  If  any  doubt  remains  about  who 
is  the  last  he,  the  27  explains,  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  write  thou  these 
words."  Merciful  God  of^  creation  !  What  a  faith !  to  sacrifice  their  universal  God, 
to  their  peculiar  bible-god,  all  for  the  world.  Sin  of  sins,  thou,  sin  of  blasphemy,  art  the 
blackest.  In  the  hands  of  the  priestocracy,  everything  that  is  honorable  and  just,  even 
the  veracity  of  their  peculiar  god,  is  sacrificed  to  their  unholy  purposes,  to  show  off 
their  peculiar  brief  authority.  That  is  the  last  sacrifice,  and  when  the  day  comes,  when 
come  it  must,  that  their  tricks  are  fully  seen,  none  will  or  can  be,  more  contemptible. 
They  humbugged  the  world  to  make  it  believe,  and  sacrificed  all  to  retain  it !  In  faith 
they  sacrificed  religion,  in  idolatry  they  blasphemed  God,  and  in  bigotry,  fanaticism  and 
superstition,  they  immolated  mankind,  and  crushed  mind.  Were  the  blasphemous 
priestocracy  after  all,  afraid  to  say  that  the  last  tables  were  written  on  by  their  God? 
What  sort  of  a  cork-screw  mind  had  they  ?  It  was  peculiar,  unlike  all  others,  perverted 
by  their  sophistications.  They  have  helped  divide  mind  into  two  classes,  and  have 
well  defined  thus  the  artificial  one.  They  have  taught  mankind  what  taxings  are.  It 
would  be  a  curious  problem  to  know  how  much  have  been  paid  them  by  the  world.  Ch. 
XXXV.  2,  "  Whosoever  doeth  work  therein  (the  seventh  day),  'shall  be  put  to  death." 
What  more  bloody  statute  could  despotism  devise  1  This  is  equal  to  another  one, 
^*  Whosoever  toucheth  the  mount,  shall  be  surely  put  to  death.  There  shall  not  a  hand 
touch  it,  but  he  shall  surely  be  stoned  or  shot  through  ;  whether  it  be  beast  or  man,  it 
shall  not  live."  3.  "  Ye  shall  kindle  no  fire  throughout  your  habitations  upon  the  Sab- 
bath day."  The  elements  of  temperance  were  made  to  bow  to  the  inexorable  demon  of 
blasphemy.  After  this,  if  never  before,  when  the  bible  is  put  into  our  hands,  the  primary 
question  arises,  what  proof  is  it  that  it  is  a  bible,  since  its  own  household  is  divided 
into  three  Sabbaths  ? 

Pile  up  your  burnt  offerings,  and  give  "  the  remnant"  of  the  meat  offering,  "  to  Aaron 
and  his  sons,"  but  no  atonement  was  ever  made,  by  offering  sacrifices  of  blood  of  ani- 
mals or  mankind.  It  is  absurd.  One  of  the  great  sins  is,  against  the  full  jurisdiction 
of  the  Creator. 

Leviticus,  continue  on,  Moses,  in  your  absurd  regulations  of  priestocracy,  as  emana- 
ting from  God  Almighty.  Desecrate  his  attributes  and  principles,  to  promote  your 
object.  Ch.  vi.  7.  ^*  And  the  priest  shall  make  an  atonement  for  him  before  the  Iiord ; 
and  it  shall  be  forgiven  him  for  anything  of  all  that  he  hath  done  in  trespassing  therein." 
All  the  priests'  bibles  will  tell  us  so,  but  who  that  reflects  the  true  nobility  of  mind,  will 
believe  it?  Ch.  vii.  35,  "This  is  the 'portion  of  ^he  anointing  of  Aaron."  Moses  was 
the  consecrator,  consecrating  and  sanctifying  the  priests.  What  can  be  a  greater  curse 
of  a  people,  tied  up  to  such  ceremonies  and  obligations  ?  The  effects  are  now  before 
the  world.  Little  dreamed  Moses  or  his  coadjutors,  that  the  best  protection  against 
idolatry  was  mind  cultivated  in  philosophical  science.  There  is  no  fear  of  images, 
when  man  thinks,  speaks  out  justly  and  mdependently,  by  tlic  rules  of  refined  civilized 
society  that  is  thereby  best  fortified.  Does  the  bible  talk  of  idolatry  ?  Who  was  a 
greater  idol  than  Moses?  Ch.  xix.  '*And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  saying,  27.  "Ye 
shall  not  round  the  comers  of  your  heads,  neither  snalt  thou  mar  the  corners  of  thy 
beard."  It  might  as  well  have  been  said,  ye  shall  not  use  soap  nor  water  for  cleanli- 
ness. Ch.  XX.  27,  **  A  wizard  shall  surely  be  put  to  death."  \Vhat  an  existence  was 
this,  for  a  rational  being  ?  Who  was  so  circumstantial  in  all  the  details  of  the  ark, 
tabernacle,  the  vestments,  the  rites  and  ceremonies  ?  What  are  they  all  w^orth  ?  Not 
the  notice  of  an  enlightened  mind,  much  less  the  details  of  God  Almighty,  the  Creator. 
Wise  legislation,  such  as  improved  mind  originates,  must  be  the  best  corrective  of  all 
irrational  trespasses,  united  with  the  most  rational  education,  rational  religion. 

We  see  most  clearly  that  man  is  ridiculous  in  assuming  perfection  in  any  bible 
statutes,  much  less  claiming  it  as  of  God. 

Ch.  XXV.  4.  "  But  in  the  seventh  year  shall  be  a  sabbath  of  rest  unto  the  land,  a  sab- 
bath for  the  Lord:  thou  slialt  neither  sow  thy  field,  nor  prune  thy  vineyard."    Why 
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was  there  nnt  a  sabbath  to  the  earth  also,  so  that  no  fructification  coald  be  in  existence 
every  seventh  year  ?  What  did  this  man  understand  1  The  proper  principles  of  geol- 
ogy ?  The  mind  that  is  now  enlightened  of  the  husbandman  in  agriculture,  causes  him 
to  divide  his  fields,  and  rest  one  while  he  works  another,  not  so  much  that,  as  alterna- 
tion of  crops  on  all  his  fields. 

Can  any  mind  that  can  analyze  ideas,  read  this  book  without  the  deepest  execration 
of  the  writers  ?  It  will  not  be  very  long  before  this  will  be  said  of  the  adopters  who 
know  better. 

y.  21.  "  Then  I  will  command  my  blessing  upon  you  in  the  sixth  year,  and  it  shall 
bring  forth  fruit  for  three  years. *^  Never  let  any  candid  mind  after  this,  pretend  that 
the  Jews  were  obnoxious  to  the  deepest  reproach  in  forsaking  their  peculiar  god,  for  the 
gods  of  their  neighbors,  when  they  must  have  been  wofully  taught  by  want  and  famiue, 
of  this  obnoxious  statute.  No  :  the  result  does  not  appear  in  the  priestocracy's  bible ; 
do  you  find  them  disclosing  secrets  that  would  convict  them  1 

Ch.  xxvii.  30.  "  And  all  the  tithe  of  the  land,  whether  of  the  seed  of  the  land,  or  of 
the  fruit  of  the  tree,  is  the  Lord^s :  it  is  holy  unto  the  Lord.  32.  And  concerning  the 
tithe  of  the  herd,  or  of  the  flock,  even  of  whatsoever  passed  under  the  rod,  the  tenth  shall 
be  holy  unto  the  Lord."     The  priestocracy  shall  be  taken  care  of,  is  the  decree  of  Moses. 

Numbers,  ch.  i.  The  males  are  numbered  as  God  said  to  Moses,  but  is  there  any 
evil  or  plague  therefor  ?  Was  not  the  plague  in  David^s  time,  an  incident  of  history, 
unconnected  with  the  numbering  ?  Who  can  suppress  his  indignation  at  the  stupid 
ignorance  of  the  priestocracy  ? 

Ch.  iii.  10.  "  And  the  stranger  that  cometh  nigh  (the  tabernacle)  shall  be  put  to 
death"  !  What  can  be  worse  than  to  have  the  secrets  betrayed  ?  38.  "  But  those  that 
encamp  before  the  tabernacle  toward  the  east,  even  before  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 
gation eastward,  shall  be  Moses,  and  Aaron,  and  his  sons,  keeping  the  charge  of  the 
sanctuary,  for  the  charge  of  the  children  of  Israel ;  and  the  stranger  that  cometh  nigh 
shall  be  put  to  deathV !  Is  not  the  secret  of  the  priestocracy  worth  more  than  the 
blood  of  the  people  1    Who  are  the  last,  at  best,  but  vulgar,  compared  with  the  dictator  1 

Had  Moses  really  been  a  great  man,  this  nation  could  have  become  much  greater  and 
better ;  but  no  mere  priest-nation  ever  flourished  well.  The  sin-offering  was  an  equiv- 
alent for  the  atonement  made  by  the  priest,  who  had  all  the  perquisites  possible. 

Ch.  v.  9.  "  And  every  oflfering  of  all  the  holy  things  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which 
they  bring  unto  the  priest,  shall  he  his." 

Ch.  vi.  22.  "  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  23.  Speak  unto  Aaron  and 
unto  his  sons,  saying,  on  this  wise  ye  shall  bless  the  children  of  Israel."  God  help 
the  blessing  of  the  priestocracy. 

Ch.  ix.  If  the  passover  was  not  kept  by  those  in  a  proper  situation,  they  were  to  be 
cut  oflT  from  their  people.  What  a  burden  to  life,  what  oppression  and  tyranny  !  15. 
"  The  cloud  covered  the  tabernacle."  This  was  to  deceive  posterity,  you,  even  you,  if  you 
are  green  enough.  23.  "  They  (the  children  of  Israel)  kept  the  charge  of  the  Lord,  at 
the  commandment  of  the  Lord  by  the  hand  of  Moses."  And  Moses  acted  as  Muses 
thought.     Ch.  X.  This  was  a  military  priestocracy. 

V.  31.  **  And  he  (Moses)  said,  leave  us  not,  I  pray  thee  :  for  as  much  as  thou  know- 
est  how  we  are  to  encamp  in  the  wilderness,  and  tliou  mayest  be  to  us  instead  of  eyes. 
Why  did  Moses  want  Hobab  for  eyes,  if  the  angel  was  sent  by  God  who  said  besides, 
"  My  presence  shall  go  with  thee,  and  I  will  give  thee  rest"  ?  Also,  33.  "  And  the  ark 
of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  went  before  them — to  seek  out  a  resting-place  for  them.  * 
Moses  is  convicted  abundantly,  of  availing  himself  of  mind  all  the  time. 

Ch.  xi.  The  people  complained.  No  wonder  ;  they  got  enough  in  having  this  mili- 
tary priestocracy.  Why  should  the  people  be  blamed  for  doubts  and  dissatisfaction, 
when  their  consecrator,  Moses,  chides  his  god  right  out  in  verse  eleventh,  and  tells 
him  indirectly  about  his  doubt  of  his  god^s  veracity,  in  verse  twenty-one  and  two,  "  and 
thou  hast  said,  I  will  give  them  flesh,  that  they  may  eat  a  whole  month."  23.  And  tlie 
Lord  said  unto  Moses,  is  the  Lord's  hand  waxed  short  ?  Thou  shalt  see  now  whether 
my  word  shall  come  to  pass  unto  thee  or  not."  No,  Moses,  the  burden  is  of  another 
kind,  that  will  pronounce  you  a  blasphemous  desecrator  of  the  God  of  creation.  These 
plagues  are  very  convenient  to  the  bible  writers  ;  they  prove  conclusively  the  sins  of 
the  people,  as  if  mind  could  be  exempt  entirely,  and  be  kept  perfect. 

Ch.  xii.  What  amiable  people  these  priests  and  prophets  are  ?  Aaron  and  his 
wife  are  envious  of  Moses,  v .  3.  Now  the  man  Moses  was  very  meek  above  all  other 
men  which  were  upon  the  face  of  the  earth."  He  was  very  meek  when  he  caused  three 
thousand  of  his  people  to  be  slain  for  mere  sectarianism.  This  chapter  is  one  of  the 
greatest  efforts  of  priestocracy.  And  now,  though  Moses  himself  wanted  Hobab  wr 
eyes  in  the  wilderness,  we  find  that  the  Lord  came  down  and  stood  in  the  door  of  «ie 
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tabernacle,  and  proclaimed  the  chief  Moses  as  aboTe  all  vision-prophets,  for  Mose^ 
received  all  directly  from  God.  To  fix  this  as  certain  that  god  did  come  down  and  do 
all,  Miriam  became  leprous,  white  as  snow. 

And  Moses  caused  her  to  be  cured.  Many  a  pious  disposed  soul  will  think  this  all 
so !  Not  a  word  of  proof  is  brought.  The  mere  statement  of  a  book  that  was  gotten 
up,  merfely  to  uphold  the  dynasty  of  Judaism.  And  the  priestocracy  of  much  of  the 
world  wishes  it  to  uphold  all  the  ay  nasties  practicable  to  be  raised  on  its  capital.  That 
is  the  trick.  Of  course  whilst  all  this  is  available,  the  affiliated  will  affect  to  believe  it, 
and  no  longer.  They  must  laugh  at  the  people,  the  vulgar  herd,  in  their  sleeve,  to  be 
such  simpletons. 

Ch.  xiii.  Remarkable  indeed.  The  peculiar  god  directs  Moses,  as  Moses  says,  to 
send  men  that  they  may  search  the  land  of  Canaan.  Why  so  ?  Moses  needed  the 
eyes  of  these  twelve  men  to  cause  his  peculiar  god  to  speak.  Moses  used  this  god  as 
he  chose,  being  a  privileged  question. 

V.  19,  Whether  it  (the  land)  be  good  or  bad.  20.  And  what  the  land  is,  whether  it 
be  fat  or  lean.  What !  Moses,  doubt  thy  Lord,  who  said  it  was  '^  a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey."  ? 

y.  33.  And  there  we  saw  the  giants,  the  sons  of  Anak,  which  come  of  the  giants ; 
and  we  were  in  our  own  sight  as  grasshoppers,  and  so  we  were  in  their  sight.  Who 
blames  these  liars,  when  taught  by  the  biole  of  their  peculiar  faith,  about  the  giants 
and  children  of  the  sons  of  God  and  daughters  of  men  ?  But  who  believes  others  than 
the  pensmen  told  the  tale  ? 

Ch.  xiv.  Proves  that  the  people  sought  to  return  to  Egypt.  What,  Moses,  after  all 
your  miracles  and  the  display  of  your  peculiar  god !  We  believe  this  proves  con- 
clusively, that  you  did  not  truly  inspire  them  at  all.     You  could  not. 

y.  11.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  How  long  will  this  people  provoke  me  ?  And 
how  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me,  for  all  the  signs  which  I  have  showed  among 
them  1 

What,  God  not  know  this,  but  had  to  inquire  of  Moses  ?  The  people  believed  these 
spies,  rather  than  their  God  ?  What  a  remarkable  point  this  is  in  this  bible  ?  It  proves 
that  this  god  had  not  made  the  impression  that  belongs  to  the  God  of  the  universe. 
Well  might  a  second  God,  the  mortal  Christ,  call  him  father,  for  both  are  human 
dramas.  Both  are  dramatized  by  the  stupid,  blundering,  botching  priestocracy.  13. 
1  will  smite  them  with  the  pestilence,  and  disinherit  them.  13.  And  Moses  said  unto 
the  Lord,  14.  For  they,  tlie  Egyptians,  have  heard  that  thou,  Lord,  art  among  this 
people  ;  that  thou  art  seen  face  to  face,  and  that  thou  goest  before  them,  by  day  time, 
&c.  15.  Now,  if  thou  shalt  kill  all  this  people  as  one  man,  then  the  nations  will  speak, 
saying,  16.  Because  the  Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  this  people  into  the  land  which 
he  sware  unto  them,  therefore  hath  he  slain  them  in  the  wilderness.  17.  And  now,  I 
beseech  thee,  let  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great,  according  as  thou  hast  spoken.  20. 
And  the  Lord  said,  I  have  pardoned  according  to  thy  word.  The  intercession — ^no, 
the  pretence  of  Moses,  earned  the  day  with  IVfoses — that  is,  the  priestocracy's  action 
was  different  from  the  world  that  has  the  past,  as  theirs  is  future.  We  should  suppose 
that  God  would  prefer  his  own  oath,  to  all  Moses'  words,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Egyptians  and  all  the  nations.  22.  Because  all  those  men  which  have  seen  my  glory 
and  my  miracles,  which  I  did  in  Egypt  and  in  the  wilderness,  and  have  tempted  me 
now  these  ten  times,  and  have  not  hearkened  to  my  voice.  If  any  body  else  had 
stated  it,  it  would  be  perfectly  incredible,  that  God  could  not  influence  his  peculiar 
people,  after  his  most  earnest  endeavors.  This  necessarily  results  that  this  was  not  the 
right  kind  of  a  God,  or  he  mistook  his  people,  in  either  case  proving  his  imbecility. 
But  Moses  and  his  priestocracy  authors  were  the  ones  mistaken,  and  mis-stated. 

23.  Surely  they  shaU  not  see  the  land  which  I  swear  unto  their  fathers,  neither  shall 
any  of  them  that  provoked  me  see  it.  Did  god  make  any  reservation  of  these  people 
to  Jacob,  when  he  said,  "  And  the  land  which  I  gave  Abraham  and  Isaac,  to  thee  will  I 
give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee  will  I  give  the  land"  ?  Did  god  make  any  reserva- 
tion to  Isaac,  when  he  said,  "  I  will  perform  the  oath  which  I  sware  unto  Abraham  thy 
father**  1  "And  I  will  make  thy  seed  to  multiply  as  the  stars  of  heaven,"  saying  to 
Isaac,  "  for  unto  thee,  and  unto  thy  seed,  I  will  give  all  these  countries."  What  reser- 
vation did  he  make  to  Moses,  when  he  came  down  to  bring  them  unto  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey?  When  he  said  to  Moses  that  he  had  established  his  covenant 
with  the  patriarchs  to  give  them  the  land  of  Canaan,  swearing  to  give  it  to  the  patri- 
archs, to  the  Israelites,  for  an  heritage  ?  'Tis  needless  to  multiply  words.  The  posi- 
tion proves  afterthought  of  man,  not  of  God.  Men  swore,  and  perjured  themselves 
blasphemously  before  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  is  immutable.  The  prophets  were 
caught  as  false,  that  is  all.     45.  Then  the  Amalekites  came  down,  and  the  Canaanites, 
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which  dwelt  in  that  hill,  and  smote  thera,"  &c.  How  convenient,  yet  how  utterly 
worthless  is  prophecy.  The  Lord  did  not  assist  them  ;  nay  more,  Moses  *'  departed  not 
out  of  the  camp."  Ch.  xv.  But  why,  18 v.  "speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  and 
any  unto  them,  when  ye  come  into  the  land  whither  I  hring  you,",  after  the  preceding 
chapter?  Caleb  and  Joshua  alone  were  reserved,  of  the  numbered  males,  to  see  the 
land. 

Was  Moses  competent  to  take  the  people  into  Palestine?    Was  he  not  timid  1 

But  it  makes  very  little  odds  in  this  drama,  this  story. 

Ch.  xvi.  Now  we  see  the  supreme  power  of  this  priestocracy.  The  republican 
Korah  and  friends  sought  to  establish  a  more  equitable  order  of  things,  for  the  sore- 
reignty  of  the  people,  but  these  two  hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the  assembly,  famous 
in  the  congregation,  men  of  renown,  whose  spirits  might  have  been  as  patriotic  as  a 
Washington  and  a  Hancock,  a  TelLand  a  Warren,  and  a  host  such,  asserting  that  the 
dictators  "took  too  much  upon  them,  seeing  all  the  congregation  are  holy,  every  one 
of  them,  and  the  Lord  is  among  them  :  wherefore  then  lift  ye  up  yourselves  above  the 
congregation  of  the  Lord ;"  made  vain  efforts.  The  people  were  not  prepared,  and 
the  priests  circumvented  them.  These  were  sons  of  Levi,  Korah  particularly,  and  they 
asserted  enough  proof,  for  they  saw  the  humbug.  These  men  of  renown  felt  the  deep 
oppression.  Were  these  men  maniacs,  that  they  forgot  all  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  1 
Who  believes  that  these  men,  famous  in  the  congregation,  had  ever  been  preposseesed* 
by  any  such  impression,  else  they  would  have  committed  any  other  suicide.  This  is  too 
good  a  point  to  overlook ;  this  is  enough  to  prove  most  conclusively  that  these  men 
could  not  digest  this  odious  fanaticism.  Whether  it  was  ventriloquism  or  no  it  matters 
not,  a  more  potent  pen-power  was  used.  The  priestocracy  is  uppermost.  They  have 
a  charmed  power. 

Let  us  notice  these  points.  19  v.  "  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  all  the 
congregation.  20.  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  unto  Aaron,  saying,  21. 
Separate  yourselves  from  among  this  congregation,  that  I  may  consume  them  in  a  mo- 
ment. 23.  And  they  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  said,  O  God,  &c.  35.  And  there  came 
out  a  fire  from  tlie  Lord,  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  offered 
inr.ense."  And  this  last  puts  the  noble  resolves  of  these  famous  men  on  the  ground 
that  none  but  of  the  seed  of  Aaron  were  to  come  near  to  offer  incense  before  the  Lord. 
But  after  all  these  reported  terrors,  enough  to  make  the  earthquake.  Behold,  41.  "But 
on  the  morrow,  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  Israel  murmured  against  Moses 
and  against  Aaron,  saying,  ye  have  killed  the  people  of  the  Lord."  Now  are  they 
going  to  kill  these  two  murderers  1    Not  at  all. 

It  is  only  the  platform  of  the  priestocracy,  a  higher  story.  42.  "And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  the  congregation  was  gathered  against  Moses  and  against  Aaron,  that  they  looked 
toward  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  ;  and  behold  the  cloud  covered  it,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  appeared."  Well  done,  Moses — the  stroke  of  the  pen  is  better  than 
the  stroke  of  the  sword.  Moses  turns  from  the  wrath  of  the  people,  to  appease  the 
wrath  of  his  peculiar  god.  That  is  something  worth  while  ;  that  of  the  people  was  too 
vulgar.  44.  "  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  45.  Get  you  up  from  among 
this  congregation,  that  I  may  consume  them  in  a  moment.  And  they  fell  upon  their 
faces."  What  was  to  be  done  ?  Of  course  the  atonement  of  the  priestocracy  was  to  be 
made.  Moses  and  Aaron  only  killed  fifteen  thousand  lacking  fifty  by  their  pen.  Did 
they  have  a  plague  ?  It  was  sent  by  the  angry  god  ;  and  if  one  cause  was  not  good 
enough,  another  could  be  invented.  As  they  had  little  artistic  skill,  it  was  best  to  have 
the  deaths  all  caused  by  tlie  Lord.  Their  peculiar  god  was  their  great  peculiar  refuge 
for  causes.  The  greatest  plague  was  the  priestocracy  surely.  We  have  their  account 
only ;  but  where  is  the  people's  account?  We  have  only  false  pretences,  all  tlie  time, 
of  these  murderers.  W*hat  could  the  poor  ignorant  people  do  ?  We  see  here,  how  im- 
potent their  chiefs  were.  Moses  was  clothed  with  the  most  terrible  of  all  power  that 
superstition  could  give.  What  influence  could  be  greater  than  what  Moses  wielded . 
W' hen  he  said  unto  the  congregatiou,  depart,  they  got  up  on  every  side. 

Had  these  priest  bigots  souls  above  their  censor-pots,  they  would  have  given  more 
credit  to  Korah,  as  a  patriot.  But  did  they  ever  dream  of  constitutional  liberty  ?  ^^ 
that  the  world  had  not  true  visions  of,  rightly,  till  1776.  Much  of  the  world's  hiBtory 
has  been  dark  and  lowering,  proving  the  supremacy  of  usurpation  over  mind.  If  >' 
were  not  ibr  modern  Moses  and  adopted  bibles  mind  would  be  happier.  .  . 

The  whole  majority  of  the  world,  nay  the  whole  world  might  testify  to  the  bible,  bu 
it  would  only  perjure  itself,  not  confirm  what  of  itself  was  not  tenable.  If  any  ®"®  ^^. 
to  tell  the  world  that  the  bible  was  true,  he,  as  dupe,  could  know  nothing  of  what  n 
asserted.  ,  . 

He  betrays  his  want  of  sagacity  or  honesty ;  one,  if  not  both.     Let  it  be  affirmed  oy 
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BC  that  Mo8«a  wrote  all  erer  claimed  ))y  the  bible  advocates,  what  does  that  prove  1 
That  the  bible  was  true  ?  It  proves  that  Moses  was  one  of  the  most  degraded  of  the 
priestocracy,  an  infamous  libeler  of  his  God,  a  base  calumniator  of  truth,  and  entirely 
unworthy  of  trust. 

Now,  whether  bible  lies  go  under  the  name  of  prophecies,  miracles,  oracles,  myste- 
ries, they  as  lies  ought  to  be  impeached  and  discarded  by  the  honest  world. 

Well,  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  a  portion  of  the  world  to  believe  that  the  pricstocracy 
lie.  They  cannot  see  the  object.  Was  not  one-third  of  the  land  of  Egypt  enough  to 
corrupt  the  old  hive,  and  taint  the  new  swarms,  as  Moses  was  taught  in  all  the  learning 
of  the  Egyptians,  at  the  head  of  all  which,  of  course,  was  that  of  the  pricstocracy  ?  Has 
any  curious  investigator  analyzed  tliis  whole  subject,  and  seen  the  immense  bribes  to  per- 
verted mind,  that  maketh  and  unmaketh  the  gods  of  its  idolatry?  "  The  revenues  of 
the  Mexican  clej;gy  exceed  twenty  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  The  value  of  tlieir  real 
estate  is  enormouis.  In  the  district  of  Mexico  the  total  real  estate  is  worth  fifly  millions 
of  dollars  ;  half  of  it  belongs  to  the  clergy.^'  Now,  this  peculiar  faith  superseded  that 
of  the  Aztecs,  who  enjoyed  great  privileges.  The  land  luis  not  changed  the  tyranny 
and  bribery  of  peculiar  faiths,  in  changing  owners.  The  real  discontent  causes  must 
be  remedied — but  no  radical  ultra  views  can  be  a  conservative  revolution,  that  requires 
conservative  principles  forever,  to  confirm  its  justice  and  necessity.  All  faith  is  bad, 
that  does  not  full  justice  to  conservative  principles.  Do  full  justice  to  the  Creator,  and 
then  the  world  will  know  that  the  bible  is  a  blasphemous  libeler  of  God. 

The  world  needs  the  true  spirit  of  conservative  reform.  Did  Moses  establish  a  re- 
public 1  It  was  a  military  despotism,  as  potent  as  any  autocracy  on  earth.  His  ukase 
was  the  roost  plenipotcnt,  that  carried  fanaticism  therewith,  the  end  of  which  is  not  yet 
come.  The  remnants  of  his  nation  will  have  to  learn  of  higher  and  purer  themes,  than 
through  the  degraded  code  of  barbarism  that  they  now  have. 

Moderns  with  shame,  if  not  with  wisdom,  will  have  to  quit  the  field,  to  which  priest- 
ocracies  are  utterly  incompetent,  else  they  will  have  to  let  the  exploded  vulgar  barbarisms, 
the  Jew  oracles,  get  the  better  of  them. 

NUMBERS.— XVI.  26. 

What  more  formidable  decree  could  any  sovereign  of  earth  make,  whether  righteous 
or  not^  when  it  was  the  displeasure  of  the  pricstocracy,  that  was  enough? 

Now,  be  not  more  verdant  than  these  poor,  deluded,  priest-commanded  wretches.  The 
main  machinery,  ever  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  reader,  is  false  pretences,  and  nothing 
else.  43.  **And  Moees  and  Aaron  came  before  tlie  tabernacle  of  the  congregation.  44. 
And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying."  It  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whether  these 
two  men  went  near  the  tabernacle  to  aid  a  ventriloquist  or  nut,  it  was  all  the  same  to 
the  corrupt  pricstocracy,  who  fixed  up  this. whole  history  to  suit  their  profession,  as  they 
were  perfectly  irresponsible  to  any  power,  let  alone  truth  and  reason,  as  they  have 
invoked  a  still  higher  power,  the  faith  of  a  credulous  world,  and  that  is  all  necessary. 

Give  tlie  pricstocracy  this  power,  tlie  faith  of  a  credulous  people,  and  they  can  make 
a  fanatical  world. 

45.  "Get  you  up  from  among  this  congregation,  that  I  may  consume  tliera,  as  in  a 
moment.  And  they  fell  upon  their  faces.*'  And  to  control  the  meeting,  Aaron  was  to 
make  atonement  by  the  advice  of  the  chief,  who  said, — 46.  "  For  there  is  wrath  gone  out 
from  tlie  Lord."  Where  is  the  proof  of  the  plague  ?  The  jugglery  of  hand  was  some, 
but  the  jugglery  of  mind  is  most. 

The  priestocracy  could  never  have  succeeded  unless  they  had  lied,  and  lied  exceed- 
ingly and  greatly  all  the  time. 

Short  of  all  that,  was  too  common  an  alTair  for  their  credence.  As  they  were  to  be 
paid  for  lying,  they  sought  the  most  profitable  lies  ;  and  the  lies  of  the  priestocracy  have 
surpassed  all  in  profit,  surely.  Behold,  they  have  done  much,  they  have  only  killed  in 
these  two  matters,  very  nearly  fifteen  thousand  people.  But,  after  all,  the  worst  plague, 
that  of  the  pricstocracy,  was  left. 

They  then  resort  to  another  miracle,  the  rods !  Had  this  plague,  that  might  have 
happened  as  a  pestilence  on  the  tide  of  time,  been  so  murderous,  it  was  enough  to  con- 
vince any  rational,  much  leas  peculiar  people. 

Bible  mysteries,  miracles  and  prophecies  are  all  right. 

Twelve  rods  were  selected  and  laid  by  in  the  tabernacle,  and  examined  "  on  the 
morrow/'  and  buds,  blossoms,  and  fruit  of  almonds  were  on  one.  None  of  this  was  pre- 
pared by  the  time?  But  how  came  so  many  thousands  destroyed  ?  Were  they  truly 
destroyed^  or  ia  all  this  part  fiction,  legend,  history  of  jugglery,  legerdemain,  one  of  the 
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most  curious  pieces  of  mosaics  ever  propagated  in  the  republic  of  letters  ?  How  mach 
collusion  was  there  among  the  Jewish  masses  affiliated,  whether  of  the  priests  or 
people  ? 

Can  we  be  asleep  to  the  state  of  the  present  dynasties  of  priestocracies  ?  Do  not  the 
present  people  help  aid  ?  Can  the  drama,  the  disgrace  to  the  world,  be  kept  up  without 
all  the  actors  ?  Can  the  play  go  on  without  the  audience  ?  Superstition  is  the  master 
genius,  and  credulity  is  the  substitute  for  faith. 

Why  are  these  things  not  kept  up  now  as  of  old,  as  human  nature,  and  the  God  of 
human  nature  are  the  same,  as  God  is  immutable  ?  Falsehood  has  to  be  framed  to  get 
around  all  this.  God  does  not  teach  by  miracles,  they  are  the  pretensions  of  the  igno- 
rant mass.  He  teaches  by  science  and  philosophy,  that  caused  God^s  character  to  be 
truly  appreciated  indeed. 

Behold  the  function  of  the  priests,  ch.  xviii.  3,  "  only  they  shall  not  come  nigh  the 
Teasels  of  the  sanctuary  and  tlie  altar,  that  neither  they  nor  ye  also  die.  4.  And  a  stran- 
ger shall  not  come  nigh  unto  you"  (Aaron).  7.  "  And  the  stranger  that  cometh  nigh 
shall  be  put  to  death."  Could  Brahmin  furnish  a  baser  division  into  castes  ?  Is  there 
any  greater  species  of  downright  murder  than  the  injunction  to  the  stranger  ?  8  and  9. 
The Xevites'  portion.  12.  How  rich  "  all  the  best  of  the  oil,  and  all  the  best  of  the 
wine,  and  of  the  wheat,  the  first  fruits  of  them  which  they  shall  offer  unto  the  Lord, 
them  have  I  given  thee.  13.  And  whatsoever  is  first  ripe  in  the  land,  which  they 
shall  bring  unto  the  Lord,  shall  be  thine."  What  oblations  of  meat  offerings,  too. 
These  were  the  deepest  curses  of  taxation.  17.  "But  tho  firstling  of  a  cow,  &c., 
thou  shalt  sprinkle  their  blood  upon  the  altar,  and  shalt  bum  their  fat  for  an  offcriog 
made  by  fire,  for  a  sweet  savour  unto  the  Lord."  As  if  the  God  of  the  universe 
could  be  pleased  with  vile  sacrifices  of  blood  of  animated  nature.  None  but  the  most 
stupid  priestocracy  and  their  degraded  minions,  could  ever  pretend  to  this  base  libel 
made  through  the  mouths  and  pens  of  hypocrites  ot  a  peculiar  imbecile.  18.  "  And 
the  flesh  of  them  shall  be  thine."  21.  "  And  behold  I  have  given  the  children  of  Levi 
all  the  tenth  in  Israel,  for  an  inheritance."  Of  this,  a  tenth  part  went  to  the  chief  priest. 
What  greater  enslavement  to  the  world  than  is  here  embodied  1  22.  "  Neitlier  must 
the  children  of  Israel  henceforth  come  nigh  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation,  lest 
they  bear  sin,  and  die."  That  is,  lest  they  find  out  the  degraded  tricks  of  the  priestoc- 
racy, who  say,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  and  never  once  wished  the  people  to  appreciate  the 
majestic  silence  of  the  real  Almighty,  whose  works  alone  speak  to  mind.  Ch.  xix. 
The  ashes  of  the  red  heifer,  a  purification  for  sin  !  What  ridiculous  rites  and  cere- 
monies, even  with  savages.  Coming  into  a  tent  where  the  dead  was,  made  unclean  for 
seven  days.  Was  there  a  worse  priestocracy-dcspotism  ?  If  the  person  called  unclean 
did  not  purify  himself,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from  Israel.  Who  are  they  that  seek 
to  bring  this  foul  despotism  on  freemen  ?  Are  they  madmen,  or  felons  ?  They  are 
felons,  to  honesty  of  mind.  When  these  people  murdered  the  possessors  of  the  soil, 
they  did  mountains  of  prodigies  through  their  priestocracy.  But  what  should  induce 
the  last  to  do  so  ?  Ambition,  avarice,  that  prompt  the  world  forever.  The  tithe  of 
everything  in  ten  years,  counts  one  hundred  per  cent.  In  Alabama,  estimating  the 
worth  of  the  cotton  crop  at  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  we  should  see  that  amount  in 
the  hands  of  the  clergy  in  ten  years.  But  we  must  not  forget  tliat  the  chiefs  also  had 
the  first  choice,  and  a  large  amount  besides.  What  a  revenue !  What  a  revenue  now. 
is  there  in  church  countries.  And  for  what  ?  A  non-entity.  Ah  !  who  would  not  be 
eloquent  for  such  an  amount  ?  But  let  now  this  be  a  disinterested  thing,  a  voliintar>' 
matter,  without  speculation  and  trade  :  let  it  be  decided  that  when  a  cent  is  collected, 
that  it  detracts,  and  our  word  for  it,  this  delusion,  this  imposition,  this  snperstition. 
would  die  out  in  one  generation.  Let  pure  patriots  think  of  these  things,  like  good 
citizens. 

Deuteronomy,  ch.  iii.  23.  "  And  I  (Moses)  besought  the  Lord  at  that  time  saying. 
24.  0  Lord  God,  thou  hast  begun  to  show  thy  se/vant  thy  greatness,  and  thy  might)' 
hand ;  for  what  God  is  there  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  that  can  do  according  to  thy  works, 
and  according  to  thy  might."  This  speech  of  Moses  and  his  wise  men,  kills  all  their 
virtue  about  Uieir  proper  appreciation  of  the  universal  God,  Ch.  xiv.  2.  "  For  thou 
art  a  holy  people  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  the  Lord  hath  chosen  thee  to  be  a  peculiar 
people  unto  himself,  above  all  nations  that  are  upon  the  earth."  This  decides  that  none 
but  a  peculiar  god,  could  have  a  peculiar  people.  The  bible  authors  and  advocates  are 
most  welcome  to  their  own  position,  and  cannot  with  any  logical  consistencVi  p^rroit 
him  to  be  appropriated  by  the  rest  of  the  world  that  had  already  the  God  of  the  uni- 
verse. It  is  a  peculiar  position  that  claims  a  peculiar  god.  Hear  the  imperial  decree 
of  the  priestocracy.  Ch.  xvii.  12.  "  And  the  man  tliat  will  do  presumptuously,  and  will 
not  hearken  unto  the  priest,  &c.,  even  that  man  shall  die,"  &c.    This  was  a  glorious 
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lepabHc  for  the  absolutism  of  priestocraey.     Hear  the  fiat  of  the  savage,  and  take  the 
bible,  take  all. 

Ch.  XX.,  Y.  IB.  But  of  the  cities  of  these  people,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  doth  give 
thee  for  an  inheritance,  thou  shalt  save  alive  nothing  that  breatheth.  Ch.  x.,  v.  19. 
**  Love  ye  therefore  the  stranger."  Is  this  the  world  policy  now  ?  The  Jews  were 
polvgamists,  and  maintained  the  right  of  primogeniture. 

The  priests  were  judges.  Ch.  xxv.  If  there  be  a  controversy  between  men,  and 
they  come  unto  judgment,  that  the  judges  may  judge  tliem ;  then  they  shall  justify  the 
righteous,  and  condemn  the  wicked.  2.  And  it  shall  be,  if  the  wicked  man  be  worthy 
(0  be  beaten,  that  the  judge  shall  cause  him  to  lie  down,  and  to  be  beaten  before  his 
face,  according  to  his  fault,  by  a  certain  number.*'  The  judge-priests  had  power 
enough  to  create  their  own  influence.  5.  What  a  low  bestial  law,  to  force  a  brother  to 
take  his  brotheilr's  widow  ? 

What  enlightened  lady  would  entrust  her  rights  in  marrige  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
this  code,  that  gave  power  to  the  husband  to  divorce  himself  from  his  wife,  when  '*  she 
fouod  no  favor  in  his  eyes,  because  he  hath  found  some  uncleanness  in  her  ?*'  This 
woald  occur  enough  often,  without  this  despotic  temptation. 

Who  wrote  the  Deuteronomy  after  Moses  died  ?  Ask  who  wrote  the  numberless 
bibles,  and  their  diversified  editions  ?  Who  endorses  the  statements  as  facts  of  the 
five  books?  None — not  one.  Ask  not  this  question,  for  it  cannot  be  answered.  But 
all  such  seemed  so  good.  Did  a  state  felon,  Murrell,  never  preach  for  sinister  purposes  ? 
Did  world-felons,  the  priestocraey,  never  perpetrate  their  codes  for  world-power  1 

Joshua,  ch.  vi.  The  priests  blew  with  their  trumpets,  and  Jericho  was  taken  !  The 
priests  always  had  the  blowing  and  the  lying,  21.  They  ^the  people)  utterly  destroyed 
all  that  was  in  the  city,  both  man  and  woman,  young  and  old,  and  thus  Joshua  acted 
with  several  cities. 

Ch.  X.,  V.  13.  And  the  sun  stood  still,  and  the  moon  stayed,  until  the  people  had 
aTenged  themselves  upon  their  enemies.  Is  not  this  wiitten  in  the  book  of  Jasher  ? 
So  the  sun  stood  still  in  the  midst  of  heaven,  and  hasted  not  to  go  down  about  a  whole  day. 
14.  For  the  Lord  fought  for  Israel."  The  solution  is  partly  in  12.  Then  spake 
Joshua — ^''  sun,  stand  thou  still  upon  Gibeon,  and  thou,  moon,  in  the  valley  of  Ajalon." 
Who  endorses  this  1  None  less  than  God.  Does  he  ?  No.  Then  it  is  false,  as  lies 
of  priestocraey* 

The  writing  in  the  book  of  Jasher  is  no  more  to  the  fact,  than  in  the  book  of  Mun- 
chausen. 

W^here  is  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  about  the  everlasting  possessions  of  the 
Jews,  and  about  the  Jebusites  these  days  ?  Nowhere.  There  was  no  prophecy  to 
fulfil. 

Judges,  ch.  ii,  v.  12.  '*  And  (the  children  of  Israel)  they  forsook  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers — and  followed  other  gods.  Ch.  iii.  7.  They  forgot  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
served  Baalim  and  the  groves." 

The  children  of  Israel  were  enslaved  for  several  years  by  the  neighboring  nations ; 
from  the  Midianites  they  fied  to  dens,  caves,  and  strong-Aolds.  The  chief  men  of  Israel 
were  polygamists.  Gideon  had  many  wives.  Thst  proves  them  unworthy  li^ts  of 
ciTilization.  Ch.  x,  v.  6.  The  children  of  Israel  served  many  god»— as  the  gods  of 
Syria,  8.  (The  Philistines)  vexed  and  oppressed  the  children  of  Israel  eighteen  years, 
&c.  Afterwards  for  forty  years.  The  tale  of  Sampson,  his  strength  being  m  his 
hair,  is  a  gross  fable,  not  physiological  i  also,  as  is  the  destruction  of  the  house,  by 
taking  away  the  two  pillars,  xvii.  6.  In  those  days  there  was  no  king  in  Israel,  but 
erery  man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.  There  was  necessity  for  laws, 
oot  for  kings.  Sampson  had  be^  a  great  judge  of  Israel.  Enlightened  people,  those 
judges,  xviii.  7.  And  there  v^as  no  magistrate  in  the  land,  that  might  put  tiiem  to 
shame  in  anything ';  they  put  nature  to  blush  in  their  actions ;  even  their  Levites  were 
open  fornicators,  and  couU  seek  to  go  "  to  the  house  of  the  Lord."  Had  they  ever 
seen  that  house,  in  Israel  ?  Take  away  the  shame,  that  such  a  code  be  presented  in 
gentlemen^s  parlors,  much  less  in  the  court  of  conscience.  Good  citizens  do  not  wish 
to  return  to  the  days  of  barbarism. 

I.  Samuel,  ch.  h.  v.  2.  There  is  none  holy  as  the  Lord  :  for  there  is  none  besides 
thee."  These  offset  all  prophecies,  affecting  to  give  credence  to  the  New  Testament, 
.^tronomers  know  no  such  earth,  and  monotheists,  of  course,  caa  know  no  such  god  as 
were  peculiar  to  the  Jews,  and  evinced  in  this  chapter.  10.  The  Lord  shall  judge  the 
ends  of  the  earth."  We  know  none  such  nor  the  pillars,  that  inspiration  affected  for 
the  earth.  12.  Now  the  sons  of  Eli  (the  priest)  were  sons  of  Belial."  These  were 
one  of  the  great  sects  of  priests  in  Judea.  14.  All  that  the  flesh-hook  brought  up  the 
priest  took  for  himself.    One  of  the  encroachments  of  the  priestocraey. 
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'  Ch.  iv.  V.  11.  And  the  axk  of  God  was  taken.''  And  this  was  sacred,  was  ill  Bot 
the  Philistine  gods  were  made  to  fall  before  it — if  we  are  to  believe  this  side  of  the  tale. 
Where  is  the  account  by  the  Philistines  ?  Samuel  advised  the  people  to  put  away 
strange  gods. 

Ch.  viii.  V.  3.  And  (Samuel)  his  sons  turned  aside  after  lucre,  and  took  bribes,  and 
perverted  judgment.  The  corruption  of  the  judges  or  priests  induced  the  people  to  pre- 
fer a  king  to  rule  over  them,  as  the  least  tyranny.  21.  And  Samuel  heard  all  tlie  words 
of  the  people,  and  he  rehearsed  them  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord  !  And  this  seer  or  pro- 
phet made  the  king.  Samuel  commanded  Saul  the  king.  xv.  33.  Samuel  hewed  Agag 
in  pieces — whom  Saul  had  spared. 

The  power  of  the  pope  was  once  greater  than  that  of  foolish  kings,  that  submit- 
ted to  it. 

Ch.  xvi.  V.  4.  And  Samuel  did  that  which  the  Lord  spake ;  and  came  to  Bethlehem : 
and  the  elders  of  the  town  trembled  at  his  coming,  and  said,  comest  thou  peaceably  V 
No  wonder,  poor  fellows,  it  was  as  much  as  their  soul  was  worth  to  resist  this  supreme 
dictator  of  the  priestocmcy.  Hear  how  wisely  he  speaks.  7.  But  the  Lord  looketh  on 
the  heart  (in  regard  to  David).  14.  But  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and 
an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him. 

What  a  libel  on  God — of  course  this  is  not  his  word. 

Samuel  was  dictator — and  held  the  selection  of  the  kings,  and  anointed  them.  Ch. 
xxiv.  V.  6.  And  he  (David  about  Saul)  said  unto  his  men,  The  Lord  forbid  that  I  should 
stretch  forth  my  hand  against  the  Lord's  anointed."  God  save  the  king — the  king  can 
do  no  wrong.  The  witch  of  Endor  raised  the  dead  Samuel.  What  is  easier,  for  a  psy- 
chologist to  make  the  passive  mind  believe  it  sees  such  sights  ?  That  is  practicable 
surely.  But  mind-jugglery,  under  false  pretences,  is  the  capital.  How  easily  did  IJie 
priestocracy  appreciate  everything  beneficial  to  themselves.  The  capital  of  false  pre- 
tences was  the  stock  of  the  priestocracy. 

PSALMS. 

Ps.  xi.  David  alludes  to  himself.  Why  address  God,  who  needs  not  his  vaunting  1 
The  god  of  the  Jews  was  addressed  by  David,  but  also  sounding  his  own  praise  aod 
affectation  of  glory. 

David  affected  to  be  on  very  familiar  terms  indeed. 

He  speaks  as  if  his  god  would  make  him  the  chief  of  the  whole  earth.  The  peculiar 
god  was  impotent. 

Ps.  xxix.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  0  ye  mighty,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 
David  could  sing,  or  cause  others  to  sing  for  him,  beautiful  psalms,  not  do  fine  actions. 
Is  not  this  the  world  ? 

Ps.  xl.  V.  9.  I  have  preached  righteousness  in  the  great  congregation. 

The  height  of  this  peculiat  god's  ambition  was  against  the  heathen.  As  the  Je\T8 
thought  and  spoke,  so  thought  and  spoke  this  peculiar  god.  Fine  prophets,  these. 
Nathan  prophecies  to  David  about  his  guilt,  adultery,  and  murder.  Then  David  pro- 
phecies to  the  Jews  and  all  enemies ! 

He  is  agreeable,  but  deceitful,  not  truM.worthy !  A  hypocrite  in  society !  We  must, 
sorely,  if  we  know  the  world,  decide  on  thb  best  analysis  of  all  the  varied  relations  that 
try  the  souls  of  men,  all  this  for  king  David.     And  we  look  at  both  sides. 

David  seems  to  be  absorbed  about  his  enemies,  and  abundantly  invokes  his  peculiar 
god  on  this  subject.  It  is  very  clear  that  this  Jewish  god  was  as  peculiar  to  that  nation 
as  the  gods  of  other  nations  were  peculiar  to  those  nations,  and  what  is  conclusive  proof, 
enlightened  mind  cannot  appropriate  any  such  peculiar  god. 

Was  David  the  especial  favorite  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  No  one  in  his  sound 
mind  will  pretend  to  any  such  absurdity. 

The  words  of  David's  psalms  are  for  himself,  yet  the  meaning  is  wrested  therefrom 
by  insidious  priestocracy,  as  to  other  leaders  of  sects.  David's  f^alms  are  pretty*  hut 
what  were  his  deeds?  Ixxii.  v.  1.  For  Solomon  to  God.  11.  All  nations  shall  pervc 
him."  Not  so  fast,  David.  Flatterers  might  say  that.  7.  In  his  days  shall  the  righteoi  s 
flourish."  Was  that  near  the  truth  ?  Ixxvii.  v.  18.  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  (Ood  ^j 
was  in  the  heaven."  The  peculiar  Jewish  god,  with  all  the  priestocracy,  never  couJu 
keep  the  rebellious  Jews  right.  Now,  he  must  have  had  little  intrinsic  power,  as  miiia 
and  the  God  of  the  universe  can  keep  the  whole  world  right.  The  marvelous  things 
boasted  of  could  not  be  effectual,  whence  we  must  necessarily  infer  tliat  all  miracJea, 
pMphecies,  and  peculiarities  were  mere  gewgaws  for  grown  up  children  of  tliat  dar 
age  and  country,  not  for  the  present  light  of  science,  that  teaches  the  dirision  of  IQ 
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trorh!  Into  continents  and  oceans,  and  of  the  universe  into  a  glorioas  union  of  solar 
systems. 

The  priestocracy  could  not  make  the  people  believe  in  this  god,  to  whom,  when  asso* 
ciated  with  the  trio  of  others  of  the  trinity,  the  whole  world  cannot  be  dragooned,  despite 
of  all  the  barbarous  bnite  force  of  its  odious  tyranny.  Ixxviii.  v.  32.  *'  Because  they 
believed  not  in  God.  33.  For  all  this  they  sinned  still,  and  believed  not  in  his  wondrous 
works.  36.  Nevertheless  they  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied  unto  him 
with  their  tongues." 

The  only  sincere  religion  can  be  between  mind  and  the  God  of  the  universe ;  all  else 
is  nothing. 

This  peculiar  god  was  oflen  angry ;  how  could  he  be  otherwise ;  his  mouth-pieces 
and  wire-pullers,  the  priestocracy,  could  not  make  their  machinery  work  as  well  as  thev 
wished  ;  it  was  not  so  available,  and  of  course  they  got  furiously  angry.  As  to  mind, 
that  governs  the  world,  they  had  thrown  that  overboard.  68.  "  For  they  provoked  him 
to  anger  with  their  high  places,  and  moved  him  (God)  to  jealousy  with  their  graven 
images.  49.  He  cast  upon  them  the  fierceness  of  his  anger,  wrath,  and  indignation, 
and  trouble,  by  sending  evil  angels  among  them."  The  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews  had 
to  have  angels  in  his  machinery  of  world-government,  but  not  so  3ie  Governor  of  the 
universe,  who  lays  the  first  on  the  shelf.  48.  "  He  gave  their  flocks  to  hat  thunderbolts." 
Wonderful  science  even  of  a  king,  who,  though  assuming  to  be  inspired,  appears  the 
ignorant  impostor.  After  all  their  bibles,  they  know  not  the  God  or  the  universe,  the 
only  pure  God ;  they  talked  with  brassy  impudence  and  blasphemy  of  things  they  knew 
not  of.  How  often  did  they  arrogate  to  know  God^s  secrets,  libeling  him  about  his 
anger. and  various  qualities.  How  often  did  th'ey  change  the  resolves  of  the  Immutable 
Gmi !  But  their  peculiar  god  was  a  changeable  being.  Izxxvi.  v.  10.  "  Thou  art  God 
alone."  But  the  priestocracy  made  him  a  part  of  themselves,  a  polytheism.  Ixxxix. 
V.  6.  ^  For  who  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  unto  the  Lord  ?  11.  *'  The  heavens  are 
thine,  the  earth  also  is  thine."  But  the  universe  was  God  Almighty  Creator^s.  4.  "  Thy 
seed  will  I  (God)  establish  forever,  and  build  up  ^hy  throne  to  ail  generations."  This 
god  had  no  such  gift ;  as  proof,  there  is  no  such  result.  Was  the  world  to  be  deceived 
into  the  belief  of  perpetual  royalty  1  Was  the  bible  a  tory  perjury-book,  to  fasten  for 
all  time  to  come,  on  mind  kept  in  leading-strings,  all  despotic  errors  t  3.  "  I  have  made 
a  covenant  with  my  chosen,  I  have  sworn  unto  David  my  servant."  Here  we  see  the 
vices  of  orientalism,  that  flatters  kings,  and  records  the  most  blasphemous  lies  to  uphold 
them.  Here  is  union  of  church  and  state,  the  most  insidious  of  the  world's  tyranny  and 
man's  vassalage.  Mind  requires  us  not  to  look  after  David,  the  adulterer  and  assassin, 
whatever  vulgar  faith  teaches,  corrupting  his  own  brave  general,  Joab,  to  murder,  but  use 
its  own  religious  resources.  How  comes  it  that  David,  an  adulterer  and  murderous 
a-ssassin,  should  preach  for  the  world's  benefit  by  inspiration  ?  What  humbuggery,  what 
morals  of  such  bibles  !  If  reoentant,  he  was  a  culprit,  unworthj;  to  appear  as  God's 
messenger  before  the  world.  He  was  the  messenger  as  all  the  ministers  of  any  pecu- 
liar gospel  of  a  peculiar  god,  legitimately  subject,  as  he  was,  to  the  world's  criticism. 
But  inspiration  carries  with  it  enough  to  kill  all  pretensions  to  any  exalted  aspirations 
before  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Ps.  cxxxv.  What  sectarianism  against  the  balance  of  the  world. — ^This  the  people, 
uttered  against  Egypt. — Great  nations  and  mighty  kings,  whose  land  was  given  for  our 
heritage.  All  this  was  paid  back  by  two  daughters,  the  Christians  and  Mahometans, 
who  despised  the  Jews  and  each  other. 

Ps.  cxxxvi.  "(The  Lord,)  that  made  great  lights  :  9.  The  moon  and  the  stars  to  rule 
by  night."  All  pretending  to  astronomy  must  know  that  the  stars  and  moon,  even, 
know  no  such  false  position.  Inspiration  premises  certain  and  exact  science,  as  the 
source  whence  it  comes.  If  god  knows,  then  inspiration  is  true.  This  inspiration  is 
false,  as  the  peculiar  source  whence  it  came.  But  the  priests,  prophets,  and  kings  may 
aflfect  more  sanctity ;  who  has  sanctified  them  especially  ?  They  give  no  proof  at  all ! 
How  are  they  peculiarly  better,  seeing  that  they  aflfect  something  peculiar  that  is  worth- 
less. They  are  condemned  by  their  false  doctrines  and  pretences,  that  wind  them  up. 
They  caricatured  their  peculiar  god  as  angry  with  lightning.  We  believe  this  is  a 
consummate  libel.     The  equanimity  of  God  is  utterly  above  all  that. 

Ps.  cxlvii.  V.  11.  "  The  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  them  that  fear  him !  19.  (God)  he 
showeth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  statutes  and  his  judgments  unto  Israel.  30.  He  hath 
not  dealt  so  with  any  nation  ;  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known  them." 
Vain  and  ignorant  egotist!  How  superficial  art  thou?  The  wise  of  the  world  would 
earnestly  pray  that  they  had  not  known  them,  cxlviii.  v.  3.  "  Praise  (the  Lord)  him 
all  ye  stars  of  light." 

Arc  the  stars  obedient  to  his  peculiar  god,  or  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  does 
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not  look  to  prophets,  but  principles  ?  Hear  him  further  by  inspiration  on  astronomy : — 
8  Samuel,  ch.  xxii.  t.  10.  Darid  says  of  God,  "  He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and 
oame  down,  and  darkness  was  under  his  feet."  That  is,  the  top  of  this  plane,  earth 
restingr  on  pillars,  was  only  shone  upon.  As  David  was  so  refined  to  write  poetry,  let 
us  see  how  refined  he  was  to  the  world.  1  Chronicles,  ch.  xx.  3.  *'  And  he  brought  out 
the  people  that  were  in  it,  (Rabbah,)  and  cut  them  with  saws,  and  with  harrows  of  iron, 
and  with  axes  :  even  so  dealt  David  with  all  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Ammon." 

Only  think,  that  seventy  thousand  men  fell  of  Israel,  because  David  numbered  the 
people,  provoked  by  the  devil,  yet — 2  Sam.  ch.  xxiv.  *'  It  was  the  anger  of  the  Lord." 
Ch.  xxi :  17.  And  David  had  to  reason  with  his  peculiar  god,  ere  the  angel  arrested  his 
slaughter.  But  mind,  this  is  one  of  those  episodes  that  display  the  leading  character- 
istic of  the  whole  book-priestocracy  potency. 

Absolutism  is  the  same  everywhere.  But  let  us  hear  all  about  that  numbering.  In 
1  Chronicles,  ch.  xxi.  ^'And  Satan  stood  up  against  Israel,  and  provoked  David  to 
number  Israel.  2  Sam.  ch.  xxiv.  And  again  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against 
Israel,  and  he  moved  David  against  them,  to  say,  Go,  number  Israel  and  Judab.  10, 
And  David  said  unto  the  Lord,  I  have  sinned  greatly  in  that  I  have  done."  And  for 
this  numbering,  which  we  cannot  define  as  sinful,  seeing  that  the  census  of  countries 
aids  in  their  statistics  :  15.  "  So  the  Lord  sent  a  pestilence  upon  Israel.  16.  And 
when  the  angel  stretched  out  his  hand  upon  Jerusalem,  to  destroy  it,  the  Lord  repented 
him  of  the  evil."    What  a  libel  on  mind,  reason,  God  of  the  universe. 

David  did,  indirectly,  unto  Shimei,  by  Solomon,  what  he  swore  against.  2  Samuel, 
six.  23.  '*  Therefore  the  king  (David)  said  unto  Shimei,  Thou  shalt  not  die :  And  the 
king  sware  unto  him.  1  Kings,  ch.  ii.  9.  Now,  (Dayid  charged  Solomon,)  therefore, 
hold  him  (Shimei)  not  guiltless ;  but  his  hoar  head  bring  thou  down  to  the  grave  with 
blood."  What  a  perjurer.  Solomon  had  him  slain  finally  for  disobedience ;  but  was  he 
not  himself  the  perpetrator  of  peijury  through  murder,  as  also  in  the  case  of  his  brother. 

David  was  an  open  polygamist  and  adulterer,  corrupting  the  people,  the  world. 
S  Sam.  ch.  vii.  10.  "  (And  Nathan  said  to  the  king,)  moreover,  I  will  appoint  a  place 
for  my  people  Israel,  and  will  plant  them,  that  they  may  dwell  in  a  place  of  their  own, 
and  move  no  more ;  neither  shall  the  children  of  wickedness  afilict  them  any  more,  b& 
beforetimes."  Nathan  was  a  false  prophet,  and  committed  perjury  for  his  god.  13. 
"And  I  will  establish  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  forever,  (Solomon^s.)  16.  And  thine  house 
and  thy  kingdom  shall  be  established  forever  before  thee :  thy  throne  shall  be  established 
forever."  Perfect  oriental  flattery.  24.  "  (David  to  the  Lord,)  For  thou  hast  confirmed 
to  thyself  thy  people  Israel,  to  be  a  people  unto  thee  forever."  Is  all  this  a  true  prophecy  1 

David  was  a  man  afler  God's  own  heart,  yet  he  committed  adultery,  and  assassinated 
the  husband,  Uriah.  Then  came  incest  and  murder  in  the  house  of  David,  his  house- 
hold conspiring  against  each  other,  his  son  Absalom  killing  his  brother  Ammon,  and 
then  conspiring  against  his  father  David. 

As  flattery  made  David  afler  God^s  own  heart,  a  very  foolish  and  senseless  expression, 
it  was  the  pet^  peculiar  god  that  the  priestocracy  committed  themselves  about,  in  the 
adultery  with  Mary.  As  David  had  no  rational  principles,  he  had  no  correspondent 
religion.  No  more  than  church  faith  is  not  religion,  not  an  iota. 
.  Solomon  had  no  religion  in  his  polytheism.  There  is  no  religion  in  any  pecniiar 
faith-bible  under  the  sun.  The  curse  of  the  world  is  the  old  monopoly  regimes.  How 
comes  it  that  Moses  could  number  the  people — N.  c.  1 — on  the  express  command  of 
his  god,  and  no  exception  could  be  taken  thereto  1  Was  it  with  David  because  there 
was  pestilence  thereafler  so  remarkable,  that  the  stupid  priestocracy  had  to  assign  this 
ignoble  special  pleading  casuistry  for  the  cause,  and  thereby  enabled  themselves  to  make 
capital,  as  usual,  and  show  off  to  their  advantage  ?  What  is  the  world  to  think  of  the 
best  biblical  examples,,  the  most  corrupt  of  David  and  Solomon. 

It  will  not  do  to  make  the  world  lie,  through  this  bible,  about  peculiar  gods  anymore. 
It  is  ungodly,  pagan,  heathenish,  worse  than  outside  barbarianism. 

What  is  there  in  all  the  bible  worthy  of  a  religious  mind  ?  Nothing  before  ihe  Crea- 
tor of  the  universe.     There  is  nothing  in  the  bitne  or  people  that  is  trustworthy. 

ECCLESLASTES. 

How  came  Solomon  to  be  the  wisest  man  estimated  1  Was  that  by  universal  consent 
of  nuinkind,  or  was  it  by  court  flattery  of  hypocritical  courtiers  ?  We  have  no  authority 
but  the  Jewish  books  that  are  not  proved  as  anything  but  their  own  statements,  i^l^ 
the  Jews  know  one-fourth  of  the  whole  world  at  any  time  ?  Was  not  this  work  to  sustain 
Ike  union  of  imperial  and  church  dynasties  1    Let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world, 
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jut  to  itself.  Ch.  yiii.,  y.  2.  *'  I  coansel  thee  to  keep  the  king's  commandment,  and 
that  in  regard  to  the  oath  of  God.  V.  5.  Whoso  keepeth  the  commandment  shall  feel 
so  evil  thing. ^ 

2  Chronicles,  ch.  vL,  y.  38.  The  people  when  captive  are  to  he  directed  to  pray 
toward  their  land,  and  toward  the  city,  and  toward  the  house  which  I  (Solomon)  haye 
boilt  for  thy  name.     Some  of  the  Israelites  and  Judahites  were  the  worst  sort  of  poly- 

fiinists.  Solomon,  1  Kings,  ch.  ii.,  y.  90,  yiolated  his  promise  to  his  mother,  **  foy 
will  not  say  thee  nay,'*  in  killing  his  brother  Adonijah,  who  had  nearly  raised  up  ex- 
treme civil  war  previously.  Solomon's  idolatry  was  conspicuous.  Jeroboam's  idolatry 
was  great  also.  1  Kings,  ch.  xii.,  v.  38.  The  king  made  two  calves  of  gold : — ^''  Be- 
hold thy  gods,  O  Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt''  Afler  all, 
were  the  Jews  but  a  miserable  idolatrous  nation. 

Solomon's  seraglio.  O  that  mine  enemy  could  write  a  book.  It  was  sufficient  for  the 
exposure  of  this  demoralization  of  the  idolater,  a  degraded  sensualist  adopting  Asiatio 
despotism. 

If  this  of  itself  be  considered,  it  is  enough  to  decide  honomble  intelligent  preachers 
that  they  should  leave  such  a  bible,  as  wanting  the  pure  light  of  science  and  morals. 
They  should  learn  of  school  boys,  if  they  are  too  hoary  in  error,  and  cannot  see  all  such. 

Job,  ch.  ix.,  y.  6,  says  of  God,  which  shaketh  the  earth  out  of  her  place,  and  the 
pillars  thereof  tremble.  Job  knows  about  the  peculiar  god,  but  who  endorses  Job's 
knowledge  about  the  God  of  the  uniyerse  ? 

Ch.  xxvi.,  y.  7.  And  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing.  Ch.  xxxvii.,  v.  3.  He  direct- 
eth  his  lightning  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  says  Elihu,  y.  4.  After  it  a  voice  roareth ; 
he  thundereth  with  the  voice  of  his  excellency.  5.  God  thundereth  marvelously  with 
his  voice.  Ch.  xxxviii.,  v.  1.  Then  the  Lord  answered  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind,  and 
said,  y.  4.  Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth  ?  This  was  clearly 
the  language  of  the  peculiar  god  of  the  priests.  The  God  of  the  universe  had  spoken, 
but  Job  had  not  told  his  tale.  V.  6.  Whereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fastened  ? 
Or  who  laid  the  comer-stone  thereof!  18.  Hast  thou  perceived  the  breadth  of  the 
earth  ?  19.  Where  is  the  way  where  light  dwelleth  ?  And  as  for  darkness,  where  is 
the  place  thereof.  36.  Or  who  hath  given  understanding  to  the  heart?  This  all  spoken 
by  a  creator  God  ?  What  inspiration  !  Never  let  the  names  be  desecrated  thus.  Ch. 
xl.  Here  is  the  sublime  of  ignorance,  wrapped  up  in  pedantry.  Ch.  xli.  This  beats  the 
preeeding  chapter  surely.  What  shall  we  say  of  Leviathan  ?  V.  20.  Out  of  his  nos- 
trils goeSi  smoke,  as  out  of  a  seething  pot  or  caldron.  Israel,  Job,  thy  peculiar  god  ? 
No,  thy  priestocracy  did  not  quite  understand  natural  history.  They  laid  their  minds, 
their  honesty,  their  honor,  all  in  the  shade.  How  they  lied  most  blunderingly !  21. 
His  breath  kindleth  coals,  and  a  flame  eoethout  of  his  mouth !  Well,  Job,  i£  you  lied 
90  badly  in  your  afflictions,  what  would  you  have  done  had  you  been  in  health  ? 

Ezra,  ch.  vi.,  y.  10.  The  re-building  of  the  temple :  That  they  may  offer  sacrifices 
of  sweet  savors  unto  the  God  of  heaven,  and  pray  for  the  life  of  the  king,  and  of 
his  sons. 

Ch.  vii.,  V.  12.  Artaxerxes,  king  of  kings  unto  Ezra  the  priest,  scribe  of  the  law  of 
the  God  of  heaven.  26.  "And  whosoever  will  not  do  the  law  of  thy  God,  and  the  law 
of  the  king!,  let  judgment  be  executed  speedily  upon  him,  whether  it  be  unto  death  or 
to  banishment,  or  to  confiscation  of  goods,  or  to  imprisonment."  What  is  more  clearly 
^iisplayed,  than  the  union  of  Church  and  State.  What  mighty  sounding  titles  are 
named. 

It  would  be  a  repetition  of  contradictions  of  all  the  bible  characters  in  their  most 
essential  pomts,  to  whatever  extent  this  discussion  might  be  carried.  Had  all  the  data 
of  facts  been  before  the  world,  there  had  been  no  necessity  of  my  saying  as  much.  1 
shall  conclude  this  part  by  another  small  review  of  the  illustrious  Daniel. 

Ch.  ii.,  y.  39.  "  And  another  third  kingdom  of  brass,  which  shall  bear  rule  over  all 
the  earth." 

There  was  no  such  kingdom,  neither  Macedonian  nor  any  other,  and  this  man  had 
a  brazen  irapadence  in  writing,  as  his  supporters  have  in  sustaining  it. 

44.  '^  And  in  the  days  of  these  kings  shall  the  God  of  heaven  set  up  a  kingdom, 
vhich  shall  never  be  destroyed."  This  monomaniac  speidcs  untruly,  for  the  God  of 
the  universe  had  fully  anticipated  all  that,  the  little  prophets  of  the  world  in  all  ages 
and  their  pecoliar  fod. 
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BIBLES  OF  TRADITION. 


The  ancient  landmarks  so  conspicuous  once,  so  defective  now,  as  recognised  by  a 
superior  age  of  mental  calibre,  have  to  be  remodeled  or  superseded,  and  the  bibles  of 
miracles,  mysteries,  prophecies,  and  enigmas,  must  yield  to  uiose  of  mind.  The  inven- 
tions of  the  clergy  must  yield  to  the  principles  of  the  God  of  nature. 

No  codes  of  religion,  if  not  rational  or  of  morals,  unless  identified  therewith,  arc 
worthy  of  the  name  or  the  age  of  mind. 

Mind  in  its  progress  of  light  has  outstripped  the  records  of  all  peculiar  iaith,  and 
shames  them  as  miserably  defective  into  actual  silence,  where  reason  holds  hex  sway  ; 
hence,  the  first  miserably  libels  the  last,  the  best  friend  of  mind. 

The  time  is  rapidly  hurrying  when  all  such  rubbish  of  bibles  will  be  left  unheeded  as  a 
curiosity. 

Cultivated  mind  will  adopt  only  that  one  that  becomes  consistent  with  proper  princi- 
ples that  are  always  new,  bright,  and  adorable,  from  time  to  eternity. 

Ask  men  of  liberal  minds  liberalized -by  the  best  lights  of  philosophical  science  before 
them,  and  they  will  tell  you,  if  they  speak  candidly,  that  they  cannot  subscribe  to  any 
peculiar  faith  or  its  pretences  now  before  the  world. 

A  majority  of  the  world  that  should  be  ready  to  subscribe  to  all  that  is  light  in  reli- 
gion, and  withhold  from  that  which  is  wrong,  will  tell  this,  and  thus  decide  as  far  as 
reason  can  decide,  that  no  documents  are  vaJid  that  are  exceptionable  in  parts,  to  an 
ultimate  self-contradiction  and  condemnation. 

Principles  cannot  contradict  nor  be  antagonistical,  but  forever  strengthen  each  other, 
and  resist  successfully  all  opposition  that  must  be  necessarily  unprincipled  and  invalid. 

It  is  time,  when  illustrious  fundamental  doctrines  have  so  long  preceded  in  creation, 
that  the  part  applicable  and  practicable  should  most  rightfully  and  unquestionably  follow. 

Mind  must  not  be  vassal  but  entirely  free,  to  have  this  elevated  dignity  so  justly  due, 
conferred  on  the  world. 

No  tradition  hallowed  by  time,  custom,  and  social  ties,  if  unprincipled,  can  be  legitimate. 

The  world  cannot  approve  of  any  such^  and  all  present  and  future  generations  are 
Justly  bound  to  absolve  themselves  from  their  misrule. 

The  objections  to  bibles  of  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries,  and  enigmas,  are  innumer- 
able and  valid  to  explode  all  such,  as  the  worst  humbugs  of  the  world. 

What  is  true  of  the  best  of  such  bibles,  is  much  more  applicable  to  the  worst. 

Among  the  glinunerings  of  past  ages,  is  that  of  Judaism,  that  in  the  most  liberal 
criticism  can  ody  be  estimated  as  wretched  superstition  and  despotism.  All  the  learn- 
ing of  past  centuries  of  Egypt,  Chaldea,  and  all  the  eastern  countries  of  Asia,  ga?e 
instruction  in  the  dogmas  and  crude  notions  of  the  times  and  peculiar  faith. 

We  are  not  able  to  appreciate  all  the  preceding  lights,  but  must  know  thai  the  state 
of  knowledge  was  very  defective,  traditional  or  written,  among  the  people,  who  were 
deprived  of  the  best  facilities  of  printing  books,  and  liberal  discussion  of  toleration,  to 
reach  correct  views. 

The  great  defect  was  want  of  reaction  of  mind  on  mind,  for  the  decision  was  too 
often  conclusive  and  final,  on  the  dictation  of  individuals  whose  interest  decided  them ! 

The  rude  state  of  the  people  proves  that  they  were  prone  to  receive  passively,  and 
without  inquiry,  what  those  above  them  commanded. 

The  world  was  vassal,  for  its  free  agent,  mind  of  the  mass,  w^as  ignorant,  and  an 
ignorant  mass  is  vassal. 

The  best  of  nations  were  destitute  of  high  and  noble  principles,  were  piratical,  warred 
upon  the  weak  and  enslaved  their  prisoners  whom  they  did  not  murder  and  victimize, 
unprincipled  in  most  wars  for  conquests  and  plunder. 

The  misery  of  it  was  that  "mind  waa  crushed,  and  had  to  rescue  itself  from  a  long 
lapse  of  time,  darkened  and  blurred  by  its  most  perverted  depravity. 

All  the  vices  of  ignorance,  and  all  the  crimes  of  error,  carried  into  the  extremes  of 
superstition  and  prejudice  among  all  the  nations  of  tlie  world,  had  to  be  corrected. 

The  greatest  bondage  was  and  is,  that  of  mind. 

What  a  mass  of  corruption  and  ignorance  was  that  of  the  Hebrews,  prepared  as  most 
of  the  ancients  to  blindly  receive  the  dogmas  of  Judaism,  a  confused  mass  of  supersti- 
tious peculiar  faith  !     A  blind  peculiar  faith,  under  the  most  ignoble  despotism  o(  wiw. 

Then,  lawgivers  were  not  very  liberal,  if  skilled  in  the  rights  and  mighty  potency  ol 
mind.  If  not  the  first,  they  betrayed  the  noblest  rights  of  sovereign  man.  and  if  not  the 
last,  they  are  destitute  of  any  claim  in  both  on  the  confidence  of  mind,  in  having  any 
peculiar  gifts  from  the  Author  of  mind. 

The  question  properly  arises,  not  how  far  this  character  should  be  censiured  by  criu- 
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cism  enlightened  and  just,  but  how  suitably  all  the  defects  and  flaws  may  be  pointed 
out,  to  break  the  unfortunate  spell  on  the  dark  minds  of  the  superstitious,  who  are  not 
conscious  of  the  mighty  hold  on  their  minds :  as  to  the  balance,  the  case  is  desperate 
for  human  correction  at  present. 

The  polity  of  church  and  state  governments  has  been  one  of  the  mighty  means  of 
enslaving  and  debasing  mind,  in  all  ages  and  countries  practicable,  under  the  most  insi- 
dious forms. 

It  has  always  been  a  strong  one  addressed  to  the  interests  of  mind  by  policy  and  cor- 
ruption in  this  life,  and  of  fears  for  the  next. 

Rational  religion  proves  that  no  national  polity  can  be  permanently  prosperous,  but  on 
eternal  principles,  in  regard  to  state  governments,  religion*,  and  social  rights. 

The  more  any  national  polity  departs  from  them,  the  sooner  it  ends. 

The  authors  show  a  reckless  ignorance  of  the  pure  character  of  God  and  his  works, 
unworthy  the  respect  of  the  wise  and  honorable. 

They  libel  all,  and  impeach  themselves  and  their  book. 

They  misrepresent  God  as  a  localized  existence,  and  personally  their  companion. 

They  misrepresent  his  qualities,  as  similar  to  man's. 

They  misrepresent  his  universal  polity,  as  peculiar  and  contracted  to  that  peculiarity 
most  unwisely  so. 

They  betray  their  utter  ignorance  of  his  conservative  princijiles,  adequate  for  the 
universe,  and  mind  in  all  its  states  to  the  most  sublime  bliss  and  immortal  fruition,  and 
put  angels  in  their  place  to  execute  God^s  wishes  and  messages,  good  angels  for  con- 
servative, evils  ones  for  destruction,  the  negative  of  conservation. 

They  have  created  a  system  of  their  faith,  and  defined  that  for  man ;  whereas,  mind 
rejects  it  as  spurious,  and  reason  excludes  it  as  counterfeit. 

The  religion  of  God  Almighty  is  liberal  and  universal ;  their  faith  belongs  to  a  chosen 
peculiar  few,  and  can  go  no  farther.  It  can  be  transferred  to  no  rational  nation  of 
people. 

They  restrict  God  to  one  race  of  men,  whereas  the  facts  of  physiology  cannot  stop 
with  one,  proving  the  illustrious  genius  of  the  Creator,  in  his  unbounded  resources,  and 
the  limited  knowledge  of  the  writers,  whose  imposition  is  clearly  exposed  to  the  wise. 
They,  charlatans  of  mind,  affect  that  man  was  not  made  right,  and  render  his  'situation 
truly  deplorable,  by  their  ignorant  botches  of  pretended  correction. 

They  have  to  learn  the  first  principles  of  physiology,  in  appreciating  that  man  was 
made  expressly  as  God  made  him,  and  that  man  could  not  alter  man  by  any  contrivance 
foreign  to  his  nature,  character,  and  mind,  without  corrupting  and  degrading  all  such. 

Therefore  conceited  priests  and  clergy  have  to  drop  all  such  false  pretences. 

So  far  from  a  right  conception  of  the  God  of  nature,  they  have  actually  libeled 
nature,  misconceiving  her  plainest  attributes. 

Mind  must  first  learn  nature,  to  appreciate  the  God  of  nature,  through  his  philosophi- 
cal science  to  reach  his  most  sublime  of  all  sciences,  religion. 

Mind  must  learn  all  accurately,  to  be  right,  and  know  that  all  are  right. 

What  a  libel  on  God  does  the  line  "  in  sorrow  thou  (the  woman)  shalt  bring  forth 
children,"  declare !  The  woman's  travail  is  in  her  nature  according  to  circumstances, 
more  or  less  modified  by  her  time  and  mode  of  life,  &c. 

The  sweat  of  the  face  or  body,  so  far  from  being  a  curse,  is  most  conclusively  the 
greatest  of  blessings  to  balance  the  health,  diffuse  the  secretions,  stimulate  the  vital 
organs,  prepare  the  sweetest  of  appetites,  and  procure  the  most  refreshing  slumbers, 
and  above  all,  preserve  that  beloved  innocence  of  mind,  freed  from  the  curses  of  idle- 
ness that  begets  lowness  of  spirits,  dullness  of  ideas,  and  seduces  idlers  and  loungers 
to  the  most  perverted  mental  corruption,  for  want  of  better  employment. 

This  position  applies  to  both  sexes,  and  all  ages  available,  all  conditions  of  life,  from 
which  none  are  exempt. 

Failing  in  two  of  the  most  important  and  material  points,  God  and  man,  the  most 
essential  concerned  in  this  whole  subject  of  such  bibles,  which  had  been  already  banished 
the  world  as  unworthy  of  it,  retarding  its  civilization,  destroying  its  peace  and  afl^ecting 
its'  benefits,  had  man  not  acted  as  vassal,  and  mind  declared  its  independence,  we  turn 
to  further  expositions  of  their  sheerest  ignorance  and  perversion. 

The  cosmogony  or  description  of  the  earth's  creation,  is  most  awfully  deficient,  if 
the  principles  of  geology  and  astronomy  be  duly  estimated. 

Taking  partial  and  contracted  views  in  all  the  elements  of  substantial  science,  they 
betray  invariably,  their  short  coming  and  perversions. 

In  natural  philosophy,  they  fail  most  signally,  in  the  fable  of  the  deluge  of  the  whole 
earth  at  once,  as  an  impossibility  for  want  of  materials  to  execute  it.  Inspiration  and 
revelation  with  faith,  are  the  talismans  that  the  adepts  of  peculiar  faith  employ.     With 
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this  knayery,  the  dopes  of  the  world  are  to  be  made.  Who  endorse  all  these  ?  Can 
we  find  one  endorser  where  we  find  innumerable  conclusive  proofs,  that  it  is  all  false  as 
corrupt  mind  could  conceive. 

What  circumnavigator  of  the  globe  at  that  time,  could  be  adduced  as  furnishing  one 
iota  of  proof?    They  have  cut  off  all  witnesses  to  their  own  legend. 

We  invoke  the  proof  from  God,  and  he  plainly  denies  it  in  his  unmistakable  evi- 
dence. 

All  minds  of  science  can  see  that  the  earth  cannot  be  covered  by  water,  without  in- 
trinsic revolutions  unthought  of  by  the  writers,  and  surely  none  in  their  senses  can 
deny  what  God's  works  prove,  that  all  such  imposition  is  a  libel. 

Their  writings,  then,  betray  the  grossest  ignorance  of  natural  phenomena,  which 
they  misrepresent  as  miracles. 

rartial  deluges  are  common,  more  or  less,  to  all  ages  or  centuries,  as  one  a  few  years 
ago  on  the  great  Yellow  river,  of  China,  that  destroyed  or  affected  millions  of  people 
in  life  and  property. 

The  most  absurd  ignorance  is  invoked,  to  save  the  species  of  all  creeping  things  that 
must  necessarily  cross  and  recross  the  ocean  waters,  to  be  saved  in  the  ark,  thus  en- 
countering a  difficulty  worse  than  these  botches  of  mind  obviated. 

But  it  never  entered  the  brain  of  these  dreamers,  that  the  species  of  animated  life 
was  at  all  different  in  different  continents. 

But  was  the  mental  state  of  man  bettered  by  such  a  deluge  that  destroyed  one  por- 
tion  of  the  animal  creation,  but  necessarily  left  out  the  fishes,  exercising  a  miserable 
distinction  from  miserable  incapacity  ? 

What  wise  man  will  say  that  the  case  is  altered  at  all,  as  to  man's  nature,  that  is  in- 
trinsically the  same  all  the  time  ?  Then  we  see  the  utter  fallacy  and  abominable  wanton 
cruelty  in  devising  such  pretences.  Had  human  nature  been  altered,  the  unity  of  de- 
sign required  the  alteration  of  all ;  then,  it  had  been  a  conservative  revolution  instead 
of  an  absurd  destructive  universal  deluge.  That  conservative  revolution  established  by 
an  all-wise  Creator,  has  been  constantly  more  or  less  progressing  in  mind  that  is  pre- 
paring for  elevation. 

With  an  afterthought  that  betrays  man's  foot-marks  all  the  time,  as  contradistinguished 
from  God's  forethought  and  omniscience,  an  all-wise  and  perfect  wisdom  before  crea- 
tion even,  we  have  to  deplore  this  pretence  run  out  in  a  second  attempt  at  bettering 
man,  who  is  made  inconceivably  worse  by  the  exploit  of  messiahship,  conceived  in 
impiety,  and  executed  with  blasphemy. 

Vainglorious  man,  modesty  had  better  kept  thee  in  silence  !  fur  tliou  art  exposed  in 
all  thy  folly,  and  when  thou  aspisest  to  God's  province,  thou  art  deeply  punished. 

Again,  another  miracle  is  invoked,  where  a  volcano  may  have  destroyed  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah. 

The  very  crime  of  incest  committed  by  the  drunken  man  Lot  and  his  two  daughters, 
who  are  saved,  impeaches  the  character  of  just  integrity  of  morals  of  the  times,  and 
casts  a  verdict  of  condemnation  of  its  especial  favor  for  purity  of  conscience. 

In  Melchisidec,  we  see  the  acta  of  the  priesthood  selfish  and  tyrannical,  appropri- 
ating the  tenth  of  warriors'  spoils,  no  matter  the  source,  so  the  priests  were  paid.  ^^  b<> 
can  wonder  that  they  excited  the  people  to  wars,  and  incited  them  to  plunder  and  con- 
quests. All  the  muddying  of  the  waters,  cannot  excuse  the  first,  nor  save  the  under- 
takers to  smother  their  iniquities  from  the  contempt  and  condemnation  of  good  citi- 
zens. 

The  patriarch  of  the  Jewish  nation  most  stupidly  lays  the  foundation  of  circumcision 
under  the  guise  and  name  of  religion,  actuated  by  the  most  iniquitous  superstition  and 
criminal  selfishness,  to  ostracize  his  nation  from  universal  nationalization  and  brother- 
hood. He  has  created  a  most  horrible  state  of  national  sufferings  for  his  descendants 
most  inglorious,  and  defended  by  no  human,  natural  or  rational  principles. 

The  act  was  unnatural,  and  the  object  has  proved  disastrous  to  the  people  for  thou- 
sands of  years.  It  has  separated  them  from  mankind,  by  a  device  that  God  abhors,  and 
has  made  them  the  scorn  of  the  world,  merely  the  result  of  circumstances  connected 
with  their  superstitious  polity,  cruelly  forced  on  them  by  tlie  cunning  priesthood. 

The  sooner  it  is  laid  aside,  the  better,  that  they  may  diffuse  themselves  among  the 
citizens  of  the  world,  and  be  comprehended  by  universal  bonds  of  brotherhood,  on  the 
rational  principles  of  nature  and  of  mind. 

Let  no  superstition  widen  the  breach  any  longer.  This  same  patriarch  enlarged  the 
capacity  of  the  priesthood,  and  added  to  the  potency  of  their  machinations,  like  the 
ignorant  superstitions  of  all  lands,  advancing  from  the  offer  of  the  blood  of  animalsi  in- 
stead of  man,  who  was  sacrificed  because  mind  was  barbarous  enough  to  permit  it. 

The  best  principles  of  physiology  have  been  violated  by  the  senseless  adherence  to 
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peculiar  faith  in  their  intermarriages,  corrupting  the  blood,  and  enervating  its  intrinsic 
ioperiority. 

The  safe  line  of  the  select  and  chosen  is  maintained  in  the  fraud  of  Jacob  over 
Esau,  and  is  one  of  the  thousand  condemnations  as  libeling  the  character  and  purity  of 
God,  through  their  imperfect  pecuhar  god,  necessarily  their  priestocracy. 

The  resident  Hebrews,  Jacob's  descendants  in  Egypt,  are  entertained  most  hospita- 
bly by  the  people,  and  become  inhabitants. 

By  their  own  showing,  but  for  their  superstitious  circumcision  and  rites,  they  might 
have  become  a  part  of  this  nation,  but  they  excluded  themselves  from  national  partici- 
pation, as  they  have  always  done. 

They  show  nothing  but  a  distinct  nation.  As  to  their  oppression,  that  is  a  natural 
consequence. 

Now  arises  the  principal  historian,  Moses,  who  may  be  a  fiction  or  man  of  straw  in 
the  hands  of  the  priests,  who  seek  to  make  him  figure  in  their  history,  the  mighty  vice- 
gerent of  God.  And  first,  what  is  this  history,  but  mixed  with  legends  and  fables,  as 
all  «uch  are  ?  We  have  to  reason  on  a  part  of  their  peculiar  faith,  and  exclude  much 
that  is  too  gross  for  mind,  or  that  cannot  be,  as  a  code,  fit  for  civilized  man.  Nations 
mixed  their  peculiar  faith,  the  necessary  result  of  an  ignorant  and  barbarous  age,  done 
all  the  world  over,  time  out  of  mind.     And  what  morals,  too  ! 

With  his  hands  stained  with  blood,  the  pure  God  is  made  to  adopt  liim,  without  quali- 
fication and  purification. 

Nothing  can  be  done  without  Moses.  He  is  all  but  god  ;  only  that  they  unwittingly 
make  Jethro  a  greater  man  than  Moses,  and  a  more  successful  adviser  than  god !  O 
priests !  you  were  nodding  then. 

Moses  and  Aaron  commence  jugglers  before  the  Egyptians,  and  by  the  bible  show- 
ing they  are  the  princes  of  jugglers  in  this  juggling  country  and  age.  It  was  the 
dynasty  of  the  priestocracy.  And  it  is  most  difiicult  to  say,  whether  there  is  better  sleight 
of  hand  or  mind,  did  not  the  intelligent  world  know,  that  the  priestocracy  use  the  last 
when  interest  requires. 

A  deep  ignorance  of  natural  phenomena  is  betrayed,  and  the  bible  distorts  and  inter- 
prets them  its  way,  proving  them  jugglers  of  both. 

What  reliance  can  be  placed  in  such  clear  perversion,  when  the  first  pre-requisites 
of  accurate  history,  those  of  truth,  are  clearly  and  unequivocally  wanting  ? 

Priests,  clergy,  is  this  the  book  you  ask  the  confidence  of  mind  in  ?  Are  you  honest, 
are  you  truthful  to  do  so  ?  Can  any  honest  man,  looking  at  all  the  facts,  say  but  that 
the  highest  imposition  is  assumed  when  it  is  asserted  that  all  this  man's  sayings  and 
doings  are  from  God  ?  What  worthy  companions,  Moses  and  Aaron,  associates  in 
popular  imposition. 

what  are  the  tenets  of  peculiar  faith  worth,  if  they  are  not  believed  ?  Rational 
religion  can  see  that  it  was  better  that  Moses  should  have  told  the  truth,  but  that  did 
not  suit  him,  a  wily  Egyptian-raised  juggler,  for  the  truth  violation  was  his  aim.  It 
«-as  sought  to  govern  the  people  by  the  nett  proceeds  of  untruths. 

Rational  religion  was  not  his  faith  ;  it  was  too  sublime  for  such  people.  It  was  not 
profitable.  What  is  anypeculiar  faith  worth,  if  the  requisite  power  is  not  instituted  to 
reap  the  full  harvest  ?  Truly  have  heads  of  government  and  peculiar  faith  conspired 
to  head  the  people  in  mass,  who  were  to  be  taxed  to  the  height  of  their  credulity  and 
endurance.  What  can  we  do  with  this  fabulous  tradition,  that  no  man  in  his  senses  can 
believe  1  Mortals  have  nothing  but  this  report,  and  that  the  mighty  word  of  God,  cause 
and  efircct,'gainsay. 

The  priests  never  would  have  wTitten  these  monstrous  legends  had  they  known  that 
the  great  God,  whose  eye  of  reason  is  upon  all,  could  contradict  them  most  successfully 
and  triumphantly,  unless  they  were  so  hardened  that  they  cared  nothing  for  the  expo- 
sure, after  filching  from  the  people  the  success  of  their  crimes.  What  care  hypocriti- 
cal pirates  for  public  opinion,  if  they  be  successful  in  their  abuse  of  human  rights  ?  Is 
it  not  now  the  word  of  many  that  though  a  robber,  he  was  a  mighty  one  of  Uie  earth  ? 
It  is  the  success,  not  the  obloquy,  that  false  opinion  of  the  world  is  misdirected  to. 

Who  that  analyzes  this  subject  properly  and  comprehensively  cannot  proclaim,  most 
conscientiously,  that  the  immortal  word  of  God  proclaims  the  jugglers,  through  Moses, 
all  that  untruth  can  make  such  degraded  caterers. 

God  does  not  operate  by  miracles.  The  universe  gainsays  that.  Miracles  show  a 
revolution  in  nature,  proving  God's  imbecility.  This  is  a  universal  truism.  God's 
greatest  deeds  are  his  regular  works.  What  was  Judaism  ?  Was  it  a  sincere  belief 
ia  a  God  of  principles,  the  only  one  that  can  exist,  or  was  it  not  a  god  ailer  the  manner 
and  thoughts  of  uncivilized  men,  characterized  by  low  passions,  groveling  propensities, 
and  puerue  imbecilities,  all  the  reflection  of  the  priestocracy  libelers  ? 
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The  best  of  analysts  can  correct  this  if  wrong. 

Then  tlie  polity  taught  caused  the  blind  followers  not  to  examine  with  true,  honest 
and  rational  belief,  but  adopt  with  blind  credulity  and  superstitious  faith. 

Man-worship  of  course  was  a  necessary  ingredient  in  such  a  chaos  and  substitute  for 
truth  in  peculiar  faith.  If  God  gave  no  such  commission,  as  it  is  clear  he  did  not, 
then  the  priests  instituted  man-worship  in  all  its  horrid  demoralization  and  depravity. 

All  this  is  too  clear  to  be  disproved  by  reason  and  truth.  All  the  fruits  of  man- 
worship  were  messiahships.  The  priests  make  Moses  messiah,  and  what  a  counsellor. 
By  their  own  showing,  his  character  was  that  of  a  degraded,  very  degraded  beiog, 
below  that  of  a  man. 

He  had  not  the  first  requisite  of  rational  religion,  truth  and  honesty. 

This  being  corrupted  the  Hebrew  people,  unfortunately  for  their  character,  at  the 
start  of  Exodus,  by  causing  them  to  obtain  a  loan  of  the  most  valuable  ornaments  of 
gold  of  the  people  of  Egypt,  which  proves  that  people^s  kindness,  whose  forefathers 
had  so  well  treated  their  forefathers,  and  caused  the  children  of  Israel  to  adopt  a  dis- 
honest repudiation  of  their  just  debts.     Here  Was  neither  truth  nor  honesty. 

The  peculiar  faith  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  a  polity  that  all  cunning  tyrants  and  priests 
aim  at,  of  church  and  state  governments,  the  strongest  for  grinding  and  insidious  power. 
80  far  from  ever  being  effectual  in  restraint  of  the  idolatry  of  the  ignorant  multitude, 
established  marked  corruption,  at  all  times,  more  or  less  to  be  expected  in  every  such 
unhallowed  union,  and  caused  its  woful  increase. 

God  has  instituted,  through  reason,  that  is  always  right,  the  important  principles  of 
government,  that  should  be  always  right  for  the  happiness  of  the  people,  but  this  coiw 
servative  basis,  the  curse  of  all  such  power  prevents. 

The  rulers,  no  matter  of  divine  or  worldly  name,  have  nearly  always  brought  false 
pretences  against  people's  rights,  when  they  could  govern  them  with  impunity  aiwl 
absolutely. 

The  error  lies  with  the  people,  who  should  correct  their  rulers. 

At  that  time  when  mind  was  vassal,  and  popular  rights  were  superseded  by  the  cun- 
ning of  craflship,  when  governors  were  masters,  and  lords  and  priests  were  gods,  th<' 
fault  was  more  with  the  rulers  than  with  the  people,  though  to  become,  through 
rational  mind,  the  sovereigns  of  the  world. 

At  this  time  such  imposition  implies  error,  corruption,  and  tho  faults  of  the 
people,  who  should  correct  all  such  at  once,  when  guarded  against  them.  As  bad  as 
the  world-humbugs  are,  the  worst  of  all  is  that  created  by  self.  The  people  humbug 
themselves. 

Hitherto,  where  a  proper  analysis  has  always  been  wanting,  the  error  is  not  so  much 
with  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  as  in  their  representatives,  the  original  thinkers  ot 
the  world,  who  usurped  or  permitted  power  to  be  usurped. 

Priest-usurpation,  such  as  that  of  Moses,  never  yielded  power  rightly,  till  com- 
pelled. 

All  lawgivers  that  are  enlightened  on  principles  must  prefer,  if  sincere,  to  entrust  the 
people  at  once  with  proper  representative  government,  as  the  most  just  to  the  many, 
and  the  best  to  the  whole  for  self-preservation. 

The  government  of  principle  is  the  choice  of  a  providence  directly  superintending; 
and  of  elevated  character,  but  the  selfish  lawgiver  never  looks  further  than  what  sccurcii 
the  government  through  his  own  dynasty. 

No  adherents  of  absolutism  need  argue  against  the  capacity  of  man  for  eelf-govern- 
ment,  as  liberalism  arouses  the  best  of  minds  for  that  best  order  of  government. 

No  government  could  have  been  worse  than  the  past.  Not  only  did  the  wily  and 
arch  Moses  overreach  the  Egyptians,  but  he  ungraciously  and  ungratefully  overreached 
his  own  people. 

Such  a  peculiar  polity  as  he  is  said  to  have  instituted  was  not  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, as  if  wey  had  minds,  but  merely  bodies,  and  they  were  treated  as  they  generally 
have  been,  where  they  do  not  interpose  their  protests  to  their  high  treason  tyrants,  ab 
mere  subjects,  slaves,  vassals,  and  cattle,  not  only  in  government  temporal  but  spiritual. 
They  were  asked  for  their  credulity,  that  did  not  amount  to  the  dignity  of  faith.  In  all 
the  modifications,  priestocracy  still  maintained  its  ascendancy. 

It  was  too  much  in  advance  of  the  times  to  expect  popular  government  for  Judaisna. 
and  no  peculiar  faith  at  that  day  could  be  devised  as  better  than  the  one  given.  As  all 
peculiar  faiths  are  bad,  no  fundamental  correction  could  follow.  Conser^'ative  revolu- 
tion bad  to  be  instituted,  but  that  has  been  reserved  for  this  time  and  country.  ^1^^ 
chivalry  for  mind  could  not  arise,  where  all  was  vassal. 

Many  a  dark  and  bloody  ground  had  to  be  passed,  ere  the  people,  tlie  best  assertory, 
could  reach  and  vindicate  their  rights,  as  sovereigns. 
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The  people  were  not  thought  of  as  equals,  or  only  thought  of,  to  be  made  beasts  of 
burden,  by  those  that  could  rise  into  power,  by  trick  and  pretences  of  all  kinds. 

No ;  the  people  never  could  govern  themselves,  whilst  others  could  attend  to  that 
matter,  to  govern  them.  The  time  was  always  ahead,  never  to  arrive,  when  popular 
government  could  be  instituted. 

It  is  difficult  to  say,  whether  priestcraftship  or  kingcraftship  has  committed  tlie  high- 
est treason  against  mind. 

Through  all  such,  the  corrupt  source  of  power  has  operated.  This  is  a  theme  that 
none  but  the  freest  people  can  analyze,  and  which  they  can  never  analyze  too  closely, 
as  they  may  ever  be  still  subject  to  its  misrule. 

*Tia  needless  to  trace  all  the  Hebrew  polity,  in  its  various  corruptions,  any  more  than 
the  details  of  miracles,  alias  impositions.  Too  much  of  the  best,  presents  a  woful  pic- 
ture of  perversions.  The  perpetrators  set  out  to  act  them,  and  they  succeeded  but  too 
well,  to  hand  down  its  bitterest  curses  to  their  present  generations,  whose  alleviation  is 
doe  to  the  very  spirit  of  liberty,  that  this  polity  opposed — ^to  that  mind,  that  it  crushed, 
deceived,  cheated,  defrauded,  imposed  on,  and  ruined ! 
Peculiarize  the  human  mind,  indeed ! 

Traitors  to  all  its  noblest  rights,  the  miracles  that  your  Exodus  delineates,  portray 
impossibilities,  all  that  are  directly  contradicted  by  the  light  of  philosophical  science. 

The  very  condition  of  the  Hebrews,  now  and  for  centuries,  give  such  history  most 
irrefragable  contradiction. 

In  any*  authors,  such  history  of  their  pilgrimage  in  the  wilderness  would  brand  them 
as  the  degraded  falsifiers  of  true  history,  the  veriest,  most  stupid  fabulists. 

All  such  would  have  died  out,  by  its  intrinsic  weakness,  but  for  the  craflsbip  that  had 
to  live,  and  fan  iis  vitality.  The  continuation  of  tlie  fraternity  under  the  peculiar  mys- 
tic ties,  has  upheld  the  code. 

The  rock  yields  to  the  smiting  of  a  rod,  pure  water.  Such  is  not  a  miracle  of  God, 
but  the  mere  jugglery  of  man.  Artesian  wells  yield  now  water,  hundreds  of  feet  below 
the  surface  of  rocks.  Jugglery  is  science  concealed  under  art.  Water  would  flow,  if 
a  plug  was  struck  out  of  a  rock  even.  It  is  brought  now  from  under  rocks,  and  yet  no 
miracles.  When  will  humbugged  mind  stop,  with  its  own  fooleries  and  impositions  ? 
It  is  the  key  to  all  the  false  pretences  of  paganism,  of  which  this  is  a  great  part.  It  is 
afraid  to  think,  to  read,  investigate,  even  to  talk  before  bigots.  Do  these  bigots  hold 
any  claim  on  the  people's  souls?  Is  superstition  so  powerful  to  enslave,  that  the  remo- 
test generations  cannot  extricate  themselves  from  its  direst  curses  ?  Is  there  no  tory 
despotism,  no  treachery  to  mind,  at  the  bottom  ? 

The  man  Moses  goes  up  to  the  mount,  to  have  God  deliver  his  commandments,  about 
which  he  was  forty  days  and  forty  nights ;  rather  long  for  sacred  action.  But  this  was 
always  the  case  with  oracles.  Do  any  differ  ?  The  jugglery  of  the  priests  exceeds  all 
other  jugglery,  for  they  have  deceived  the  world  for  thousands  of  years.  Their  hum- 
bugs are  the  most  durable  of  all  humbugs.  The  fire  of  the  mount,  if  fire,  was  volcanic — 
the  locale,  no  doiibt,  was  in  tlie  brains  of  the  priests.  There  is  no  witness.  The  peo- 
ple saw  it,  but  do  these  people  tell  us  with  any  positive  documents.  Who  endorse 
these,  endorse  fictions.  All  this  is  the  work  of  impostors->-not  one,  but  enough  in  col- 
lasion.  Their  morals  were  easy,  their  falsehood  reckless  and  facile. 
An  honest  mind  gives  and  demands  proof,  or  gives  up  the  point,  as  honesty  requires. 
The  laws  were  only  the  work  of  mind. 

At  this  very  day,  parts  of  the  civil  or  pagan,  so  called,  laws,  are  so  superior  to  the 
common  laws  of  lands  adopting  peculiar  faith,  that  they  are  preferred  in  a  state  of  this 
Uuion  to  all  others.     The  last  laws  prove  that  mind  is  in  the  ascendant,  and  any  exclu- 
sion of  it,  is  in  the  basest  treachery  to  God,  the  basest  imposition  to  man. 
We  see  the  malign  effects  of  want  of  principles. 

Falsehoods  were  ever  the  coin  of  such  peculiar  faith.  Moses  lies  about  meeting  God 
in  the  mount ;  Aaron  and  the  people  worship  the  golden  calf,  that  Aaron  lies  about,  in 
saying  that  he  put  the  gold  into  the  fire,  and  it  came  out  a  calf  I 

Moses  lies  about  the  brazen  serpent,  and  though  the  greatest  of  all  prophets,  turned 
out  a  perjurer,  as  he  sware  falsely  about  the  land  to  Caleb — and-  involves  his  god  in 
peijury,  about  his  oath  to  all  the  three  patriarchs,  that  the  Jews  should  ^'  inherit  it  (the 
bod)  forever."  As  such  is  all  false  pretence,  Moses  or  his  peculiar  god  must  settle  it 
between  them,  and  all  will  have  to  bury  prophecy,  that  they  killed  on  that  occasion. 

We  need  not  mention  the  other  prophets,  particularly,  except  in  some  essential  points, 
as  Moses,  the  chief,  was  a  perjurer  :  the  otliers,  his  creatures,  could  not  do  less. 

What  could  we  expect,  as  the  result  of  such  a  polity,  but  that  the  people  would  be 
characterized  accordingly  1  When  principles  are  violated  nationally,  the  nation  has  no 
basis  of  national  virtue. 
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The  Hebrews,  a  peculiarly  righteous  nation,  make  a  system  of  wars  and  pillage. 
They  invade  peaceful  nations,  expelling  them  from  their  lands  piratically,  no  better  than 
the  world,  though  God's  chosen  people.  That  very  position  constituted  the  reason  fur 
piracy. 

So  the  whole  inspiration  is  clearly  disproved  at  once,  especially,  too,  when  the  holy 
ark,  God's  own,  was  taken  and  kept  among  their  enemies. 

Numerous  were  the  horrid  wars,  conquests  for  plunder,  acts  of  treachery  and  cunning, 
a  fatal  example  of  world-piracies.     Did  these  people  better  the  world  ? 

They  were  secluded,  more  than  the  present  Chinese  or  Eastern  nations,  keeping 
their  virtues  to  themselves,  if  they  had  them,  but  their  vices  were  most  grievously  op- 
pressive to  their  neighbors,  by  their  own  accounts. 

Their  god  was  horribly  stained,  belittled,  and  dwarfed,  by  their  painting,  BubsUtuting 
him  of  superstition. 

Cheerfully  can  it  be  said,  that  it  was  not  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Very  incorrect  notions  of  justice  prevailed  with  them,  as  with  other  nations  of 
that  day  and  time.  There  was  much  to  condemn,  but  little  to  approve,  much  less  to 
adopt 

Had  the  priests  let  their  deeds  been  buried  with  them,  their  frailties  could  not  hare 
been  exposed,  to  so  great  a  degree.  As  a  peculiar  superiority  has  been  claimed  for 
them,  let  the  facts  of  their  inferiority  be  displayed,  enough  to  prevent  all  imposition. 
Beyond  this  it  is  needless  to  proceed. 

In  what  did  this  peculiar  people  prove  an  illustrious  peculiarity  of  mind  ?  In  its 
light,  when  they  affected  to  a  mighty  miracle,  of  stopping  time,  but  substituted  the 
earth  for  the  sun  and  moon — ^stultifying  themselves  by  their  blasphemous  ignorance  of 
astronomy  and  the  fixed  laws  of  nature,  before  God,  who  will  vindicate  himself,  despite 
of  all  the  pretensions  of  peculiar  faith,  the  most  contradictory  and  suicidal. 

We  can  well  estimate  how  matters  were,  when  their  best  of  rulers,  as  he  was  called, 
David,  a  man  after  God's  own  heart,  was  a  murderer  most  ingrate,  and  an  adulterer 
most  vile,  in  religion  a  hypocrite,  the  worst  of  all  characters,  presenting  the  inconsist- 
ency of  his  not  building  the  temple  of  God,  and  yet  Moses,  with  his  hands  stained  with 
murder,  was  the  face  to  face  companion  of  that  god  of  Judaism.  All  this  proves  tbat 
thepeculiar  god  was  no  more  than  the  priestocracy. 

This  is  the  inconsistency  of  man,  not  God,  who  is  deceitfully  libeled  in  these  pre- 
tences.    Hypocrites  can  act  most  deceitfully. 

The  temple  of  Solomon  was  dedicated  to  the  god  of  Judaism.  What  was  that  but 
dedication  to  priestcraft  and  superstition,  the  benefit  of  the  priests  ? 

How  were  the  people  benefited  ?  By  offer  of  the  blood  of  animals  to  God  1  Docs 
the  God  of  Nature  drink  or  inhale  blood  ?     Shame  upon  such  superstition ! 

Are  these  the  foundations,  for  mind  of  the  present  age  ? 

Change,  priests,  your  absurd  inconsistencies,  before  a  consistent  immaculate  God, 
whom  you  dfo  not  know. 

Ages  of  improvement  have  passed  on,  mind  has  improved  mind,  and  the  present  one 
in  a  civilized  circle,  does  not  permit  such  a  polity,  without  protest  or  redress,  by  coun- 
teracting the  misrule  of  absolutiBm  in  all  its  insidiousness,  and  moral  infraction  in  all 
its  turpitude. 

There  is  no  divine  right  of  absolutism  in  any  form  of  monarchy  or  peculiar  faith  as 
ancient  Judaism  and  modem  Papacy.  All  must  recognise  the  divine  right  of  mind, 
swayed  by  reason,  carried  on  in  wisdfom,  balanced  in  justice,  and  submitted  to  universal 
constitutional  principles. 

And,  at  last,  who  was  the  builder  of  the  temple  ? 

A  vicious  and  licentious  king.  Solomon  has  been  presented  to  ns  as  the  wisest  most 
absurdly,  disproved  when  his  own  acts  proclaim  him  one  of  the  weakest  among  man- 
kind, enslaved  by  his  passions  and  degraded  by  his  vices,  with  a  morality  very  lo>^'t 
and  only  limited  by  the  loss  of  functions,  hence  all  was  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit 
with  him.  The  comprehension  of  his  and  all  other  characters  at  death,  seals  the  true 
decision. 

Despite  of  all  the  court  flatterers  that  ever  fawned  on  absolutism,  forever  linked  in 
its  foul  embrace,  and  ready  to  do  its  bidding  by  all  the  insidious  assassinations  of  sophis- 
try that  begets  falsehoods  on  every  step  of  peculiar  faith,  stupid  and  reeking  in  guilt, 
we  see  the  horrid  glare  of  iniquitous  polity,  in  which  priestocracies,  absolutists,  and 
their  creatures  make  a  Trinity.  . 

As  to  this  nation,  the  peculiarity  of  its  especial  favor  of  being  the  chosen  people  oi 
God,  is  directly  contradicted  by  God's  universal  attributes,  the  paramount  infloenee  ot 
which  compels  the  inevitable  question  of  benevolence.  What  had  the  other  nations,  ot 
all  this  especial  faith,  but  the  deadliest  hatred  and  bigotry  to  combat  ? 
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God  is  a  just,  not  partial  or  peculiar  God,  which  last  is  impossible,  therefore  all 
nations  do  participate  in  universal  favors,  and  those  only  through  mind,  reason,  and 
merit.  Mind  has  to  act  as  free  and  moral  agent,  otherwise  God  is  peculiar,  and  re- 
sponsibility to  him  is  peculiar.  Man^s  polity  destroys  the  unity  of  God  and  his  uni> 
verse.     O,  man,  your  credulity  has  superseded. your  reason,  if  all  this  be  true. 

Above  all,  too,  such  idea  ot  peculiar  favor  of  being  the  chosen  people  of  God,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  pious  frauds  of  their  leaders,  all  the  men  of  straw,  Moses  and  his 
creatures  and  co-deceivers,  and  is  flatly  contradicted  by  this  nation^s  career  among 
victorious  nations,  till  its  final  subjugation,  captivity,  and  dispersion  throughout  the 
world.     Anything  else  but  a  chosen  people  were  the  Jews. 

Looking  philosophically  at  the  peculiar  mark  of  circumcision  and  its  faith,  the 
coDclusioo  is  inevitable,  that  this  nation  thus  renders  itself  peculiar  and  alien  to  all 
others. 
What  else  can  result  in  nature,  but  the  very  facts  now  connected  with  that  nation  ? 
All  nations,  without  exception,  have  had  their  own  superstitious  worship,  to  which 
they  have  pertinaciously  adhered,  and  for  which  the  false  position  of  mar^rdom,  one 
of  its  evils,  has  been  most  stupicily  attached,  fostered  by  the  priests,  who  affected 
patents  to  their  heaven  for  all  such. 

Never  was  there  such  a  hold  on  earth,  that  the  world-wide  dogmas  of  superstitious 
faith  have. 

AH  kinds  are  antagonistic,  and  eternally  in  conflict.  A  monster  itself,  it  produces 
all  monstrosities. 

Deprived  as  the  Jew  is  of  many  national  advantages  amid  the  world  by  his  peculiar 
mark  and  tenets,  many  of  them  yet  persevere  inflexibly  to  notions  and  opinions  con- 
ceived in  miserable  error  and  enacting  miserable  scenes ;  but  some  of  the  wiser  part, 
as  of  all  peculiar  creeds  having  no  just  principles,  are  abating  in  faith  that  was  only 
creduHty. 

The  philosophy  of  rational  religion  will  teach  man  his  true  interest,  and  best  prepare 
all  for  their  happiness. 

The  picture  then  of  the  family  of  such  bibles,  the  very  best  of  them  advocating  such 
doctrines,  is  stained  with  absurdities  and  crimes,  presents  a  most  woful  false  position  to 
man,  imposition  of  incorrect  philosophy  at  the  creation,  and  is  full  of  blasphemy,  when 
at  last  God  is  degraded  below  the  standard  of  man's  morality,  to  create  an  assistant,  a 
blasphemous  usurper. 

Sectarianism  at  last  proves  conclusively  that  the  right  worship  was  not  in  Judaism, 
that  awkwardly  afiected  to  know  and  worship  the  God  of  Nature  by  priest-worship. 
Bat  the  change  is  in  another  set  of  priests. 

AH  are  such  guardians  of  the  dear  people,  that  they  will  not  give  the  God  of  mind 
a  chance  to  take  care  of  it. 

Physiology  or  reason  cannot  permit  the  idea  of  the  Almighty,  a  perfect  being  at 
creation,  being  superseded  afler  great  lapse  of  time,  by  any  mortal  vicegerent  who 
aSects  the  reformation  by  causing  the  first  light  of  mind  to  succumb  to  man-worship, 
the  loftiest  intrinsic  principles  being  lost  sight  of. 

Any  bible  implies  a  horrid  and  squalid  ignorance,  too,  when  it  affords  food  for  faith  m 
ghosts  and  witches,  fostering  a  horrid  and  cruel  superstition. 

Is  the  bible  of  Judaism,  or  of  Christianity,  any  bible  of  tradition,  a  third  power  peculiar, 
a  specific  characteristic  of  Deity,  or  does  it  merely  represent  Deity's  characteristics  ? 

AH  honest  sound  minds  wiU  affirm  to  no  peculiar  characteristic,  unless  the  bible  is 
a  sixth  sense,  that  ought  to  advance  itself,  then  aU  bibles  are  subordinate  to  reason,  not 
faith,  and  must  be  held  in  perfect  abeyance  to  mind.     Why  then  do  you  advance  the 
gospel? 
To  produce  proselytes.     Religion  premises  the  right  basis. 
How  do  you  make  converts,  by  the  bible  or  gospel  ? 

By  addressing  mind,  through  mind.  Then  you  are  indebted  to  mind  and  its  best  ex- 
ponent, reason  ;  and  by  your  own  showing  you  are  condemned  by  reason,  which  you 
invoke  in  all  conversions  through  impressions  of  every  mind  converted. 

You  are  then  involved  in  your  own  contradiction,  which  is  the  same  when  you  say, 
''  Faith  comes  by  hearing,"  implying  brains,  mind,  reason,  for  some  of  the  five  senses 
the  ministers  of  reason  are  then  addiressed  and  men  are  taught  to  think ;  if  the  contrary 
is  asserted,  then  fuU  imposition  governs  all  the  time. 
Thereby  aU  other  bibles  but  of  mind  and  that  most  rational,  are  necessarily  ruled  out. 
The  last  triumphs  over  tlie  bible  of  Judaism  and  Christianity,  or  any  other  of  similar 
character  openly  and  boldly,  and  impeaches  such  for  their  deficiency  and  actual  want 
of  correct  principles,  the  bad  state  of  ethics,  social,  moral,  national,  and  religious,  in- 
colcated. 
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The  bible  of  Moses  was  deficient,  and  the  bible  of  Christ  was  to  amend  it  with  vea 
geance  !  Tlie  world,  full  of  all  such  bibles,  would  be  necessarily  incompetent  to  th< 
task.  God's  portraiture  is  defective,  because  these  and  all  other  such  bibles  are  dele© 
tive  ;  the  bibles,  not  God,  are  defective.     Bibles  of  patchwork  should  be  all  ruled  out 

They  are  the  bibles  of  absolutism,  not  of  liberalism,  of  the  priests,  rulers  and  crea 
tures,  not  of  the  sovereign  people  and  mind,  whose  benefit  should  be  invariably  consultet 
and  maintained  forever. 

The  good  and  true  citizen  cannot  believe  in  any  such,  knowingly,  yet  a  right  code  oi 
mind  is  needful  to  protect  the  innocent  from  the  world's  injury. 

Correctly  disposed  minds,  the  majority,  need  correct  codes  for  their  families,  to  pro< 
tect  all  best. 

It  actually  becomes  every  good  citizen,  to  aid  society  in  reaching  correct  principles 
of  religion,  as  of  government. 

No  good  citizen  of  cultivated,  civilized  mind,  knowingly,  can  tolerate  any  such  mass 
of  absurdities,  that  lead  necessarily  to  oppression  and  tyranny  of  the  worst  kind,  that 
of  mind,  without  an  effort  to  rescue  it. 

The  very  object  of  such  machinery,  was  made  to  enslave,  not  befriend  mind  in  its 
purity,  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence.  It  is  the  work  of  absolutism,  whether 
crowned  with  state,  or  church,  or  creature-authority,  and  has  to  do  its  own  executioQ. 
It  unites  delusion  to  oppression  of  mind,  and  sways  a  potent  energy  and  malign  in- 
fluence. 

This  machinery,  with  all  tlie  elements  of  decay  and  destruction,  requires  all  the  art 
of  its  cunning  supporters,  to  uphold  it  from  the  death.  It  changes  its  form.  It  cansrs 
a  large  part,  the  immediate  beneficiaries,  to  separate  with  dictatorial  power,  and  war  on 
the  balance.  It  falsifies  where  it  cannot  enslave  directly.  It  stops  at  nothing  too  low, 
to  foster  its  designs. 

But  pure  honest  minds  may  have  never  thought  of  this  important  and  vital  state  qae»* 
tion  to  command  power  and  secure  influence,  and  may  have  had  a  vague  idea  that  the 
bible  was  the  book  of  inspirations,  and  absolutely  essential  as  the  comer-stone  of  society, 
which,  losing  that  foundation,  would  be  dissolved  into  its  original  elements.  This  is 
the  priests'  pretences,  to  keep  back  mind.  Very  clear  of  all  this,  from  the  first  best  o( 
reasons,  that  God  the  divine  architect,  upholds  not  only  society,  but  ail  the  mightj 
universe. 

God  is  the  supreme  ruler  and  omniptent  governor  of  the  whole,  much  less  of  this 
small  globe,  a  small  portion.  He  governs  all  safely,  wisely,  and  above  all,  religiously; 
the  highest  state  of  wise  government. 

The  peculiar  bible  is  not  to  be  put  for  the  doctrine,  the  principles  of  God's  pare 
character,  for  it  libels  God's  character,  and  impiously  strips  him  of  the  only  true  esseii' 
tial  object  of  his  adoration,  his  inherent  power  and  attributes,  and  yet  the  writers  rail  it 
the  official  organ  of  God's  court  and  authority,  thereby  adding  insult  to  injury,  before 
high  justice.  It  trades  on  the  capital  of  mind  and  God,  and  appropriates  their  benefits 
to  itself! 

God  gave  to  all  nations,  mind  individually,  to  furnish  their  best  ofifering  to  him,  in  the 
best  actions  throughout  the  world,  but  perversion  of  mind  ofifered  a  thing  that  men 
called  bible  of  tradition,  for  usurpation  of  mind. 

The  God  of  the  universe  flourishes  forever,  independently  of  all  court  and  official 
documents,  except  through  his  works  alone,  his  only  court  and  oflficial  organs,  that  ll»c 
immortal  mind  must  seek  to  understand,  and  thereby  prove  itself  worthy. 

The  world  also,  would  flourish  its  part,  independently  of  all  such  foul  pretensions 
but  is  reckless  of  God's  rule  and  the  right  agency  of  mind,  his  gift,  cultivated  mina 
most  of  the  time  under  whose  wise  influence  act  wise  legislators  and  statesmen,  with 
their  best  view  of  fundamental  principles  of  government,  that  give  the  highest  purity 
for  man's  duty  and  its  performance. 

All  student  observers  must  clearly  see  the  bad  eflfects  of  the  Hebrew  polity  in  that 
nation,  considering  itself  the  chosen  people  of  God !  What  absurd  and  heinous  ego- 
tism !  And  is  it  possible  that  rational  minds  can  be  so  stupid  as  to  confide  with  rational 
faith  in  tliis  absurdity,  not  to  say  criminality  1  It  is  bad  enough  for  one  people,  It't 
alone  the  world,  believing  in  such  stupid  nonsense.  This  doctrine  was  not  monotbeisni, 
that  liberalizes  man's  mind  to  the  circumference,  the  depth,  height  and  breadth  of  the 
whole  universe  ;  that  exalteth  the  soul  to  all  its  duty,  that  comprehends  the  citizens  or 
this  world,  whom,  if  man  exclude  by  his  polity,  he  impeaches  his  own  justice  and 
liberality  to  the  balance  of  creation,  and  neutralizes  and  annihilates  at  once  the  princi- 
ples even  of  religion. 

Judaism  built  up  the  god  of  the  Hebrews,  a  god  that  repented,  was  ^^^^''^^^^'^^^^ 
irascible  and  imperfect,  adapted  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  sect  and  their  country,  of  tiwe 
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wd  the  prejudices  of  man.  Man's  tradition>bib]e  of  God's  creation,  had  to  be  amended 
from  time  to  time,  to  correct  the  imperfect  legends  of  the  ignorant  bigots  propagating 
them,  a  position  that  was  false,  and  laid  the  foundation  for  sdl  sorts  of  creeds  and  inno- 
vations on  the  principles  of*  reason  and  mind. 

This  bible  was  no  doubt  delivered  in  monographs.  The  first,  was  when  man  was 
placed  as  pretended,  in  the  garden  of  paradise,  but  as  man  was  sinful,  the  second  had 
ta  account  for  it,  correcting  it  as  Mahomet's  bible,  each  part  reviewing  the  preceding. 
Tlie  chapters  divide  into  books,  more  or  less.  But  as  the  world  was  not  made  right  by 
maD,  man  had  to  make  a  deluge  to  get  out  'of  the  difficulty,  and  was  lost  in  the  deep 
ocean  of  difficulties.  In  subsequent  ages,  the  priests  in  whose  hands  the  records  were 
all  the  time,  adapted  these  books  still  better,  down  to  their  conclave,  at  the  council  of 
Nice,  and  probably  subsequently. 

So  imperfect  is  this  priest-bible,  that  its  god's  imbecility  permitted  even  mortals  to 
interfere  with  the  macikinery  of  the  priestocracy-creation,  and  his  attributes  were  re- 
Tealed  as  crude  and  unmatured.  A  school-boy,  now,  if  adept  in  true  science,  can  cor- 
rect all  such  bibles  as  imbecile,  not  God,  of  course. 

The  peculiarity  of  God's  people,  that  is,  a  few  millions  of  Hebrews,  being  chosen  and 
upheld,  not  for  extraordinary  personal  virtues  and  intellectual  genius,  while  hundreds  of 
millions  equally  good  on  parity  of  creation  for  liberty,  equality  and  fraternity,  were  not 
known  as  fellow-creatures,  shows  the  most  stupid  absurdity  on  its  face,  while  all  God's 
works  are  universal  at  the  same  time. 

If  this  bible  was  a  painting,  the  caricature  would  be  plain. 

This  bible  is  an  abominable  libel  on  Deity's  attributes,  unquestionably.  This  result 
comes  of  deception  of  a  murderer  and  a  repudiator,  turned  juggler,  politician  and 
dictator,  aided  by  all  the  cunning  of  priestcraft  in  its  subtlest  wiles  on  mind  of  all  ages. 

It  is  well  that  the  Hebrews,  despite  of  all  these,  have  done  so  well.  They  have  been 
separated  from  the  world  by  this  ruinous  polity,  that  exposes  them  to  its  scoffs  and  con- 
tempt. The  sooner  they  lay  aside  their  superstition  and  its  rites,  the  better,  and  diffuse 
themselves  among  the  honorable  of  the  world. 

They  must  lay  aside  circumcision  and  all  their  conceit  of  peculiarity,  the  choice 
people  of  their  imbecile  god,  and  unite  themselves  to  tlie  people  of  the  God  of  the 
uoirerse. 

They  are  invited  not  to  revere  the  money-god,  that  has  been  worshipped  in  every  age 
and  by  all  nations,  but  the  holy  God  of  the  universe,  that  mind  recognises  and  adores. 
His  decalogues  are  the  mirrors  of  tnith,  elicited  by  analysis  of  social  and  religious 
principles  and  profitable  thought,  addressed  in  all  their  purity  to  man's  sincerity  and 
action.     All  peculiar  faith  violates  the  most  of  them. 

The  resulting  acts  decidedly  and  conclusively  prove  this,  that  neither  Judaism  nor 
Christianity,  Mahometanism,  Mormonism,  Brahminism,  Bhuddism  nor  their  equivalent, 
Paganbm,  nor  any  peculiarity  of  faith  can  ever  stand  before  rational  religion,  the  lan- 
guage of  God  universal. 

Without  any  teaching  of  bibles,  but  in  despite 'of  them,  to  the  noblest  triumph  of 
minJ,  the  Indians  of  America  believe  in  one  great  spirit,  and  at  God's  tribunal,  such 
orthodox  faith  would  condemn  that  of  the  Christians,  who  assume  to  dictate  to  the 
whole  world,  most  presumptuously,  and  appeal  egotistically  to  the  arrogance  of  ignorant 
credulity.  Their  faith  rests  not,  as  the  poor  Indian,  on  reason,  but  they  have  forsaken 
that  which  guides  the  savajge'in  his  wilderness,  and  gone  to  fictions  of  a  bible  that  dis- 
graces faith.  But  all  the  impostors  have  overlooked  that  God  does  not  write  as  man, 
but  by  divine  painting,  totally  unapproachable  to  man's  counterfeits. 

God's  work'  is  sublimity  itself,  for  his  pen  is  electricity,  his  canvas  the  imiverse,  and 
his  colors  sunbeams. 

But  the  imbecile  pen  of  man,  in  his  pitiful  patent  bibles  of  tradition,  dwarfs  creation 
and  the  Supreme  Creator.  It  will  not  bear  the  audience  of  conmion  science  and 
common  sense. 

If  we  talk  of  more  than  one  dispensation  or  covenant,  that  afler-thought  of  man  put 
for  God's,  impeaches  God's  perfection  ;  and  all  such,  if  there  were  thousands,  being  of 
course  man's,  are  utterly  incompetent,  as  clearly  proved  by  their  own  position  to  meet 
the  case,  since  all  dispensations  of  bibles  leave  out  forever  most  of  mankind  who  cannot 
be  ioclnded  by  all  the  statistics  of  the  world.  All  such  authors  of  bibles  are  most 
stupid,  criminal,  blasphemous. 

Their  peculiarities  are  antagonistic  and  subversive  of  each  other,  and  all  are  so  to 
the  only  nniversal  one  of  creation. 

It  is  not  bibles,  that  cannot  be  present,  but  the  ever-constant  and  faithful  mind,  man's 
true  friend  first  and  last,  all  the  time  for  man,  that  is  his  savior,  redeemer,  intercessor, 
proxy,  free  moral  agent  unmistakably. 
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It  is  this  gifl,  worth  all  others  from  a  pure  God,  that  changes  man  to  his  nnchange- 
able  and  perfect  God 

Proper  sense  and  truth  will  estimate  mind  as  endowed,  but  patent  biUes  have  fallen 
short  of  them,  and  cannot  possibly  meet  the  great  points  at  issue  in  life  for  the  world. 

The  only  thing  that  can  possibly  do  so  is  mind,  whose  treasury  is  to  be  ever  equal  to 
life's  drafts,  the  world's  age. 

Mind  must  be  responsible  for  the  policy  of  the  world  ;  the  bibles  are  not,  only  as  they 
conform  to  mind's  obligations.  Those  that  impose  the  contrary,  impose  their  own 
accusation  and  direful  condemnation. 

A  truthful  rational  mind  demands  full  investigation  of  any  faith  presented,  that  if 
adopted  it  wishes  to  rest  on  no  slender  base,  doubtful  or  invalidated,  as  the  bible  of  the 
priests  present. 

How  dare  vassals  offer  freemen  any  other  but  what  can  be  universally  approved  1 
Away  with  all  vassal  bibles,  that  have  done  the  work  of  slaves  and  pirates. 

Intelligent  freemen  need  a  better,  and  invoke  the  God  of  mind  for  mind's  bible.  The 
unity  of  God  secures  the  unity  that  characterizes  the  bible  of  mind. 

^f  either  Moses  nor  Peter,  the  representative  of  Christ,  the  authors  of  the  dispensa- 
tions as  claimed  by  the  managers  of  the  peculiar  drama,  can  be  proper  or  safe  authority 
for  pure  religion  to  rest  on,  very  clear  of  it,  as  they  previously  perjured  themselves  at 
certain  times. 

All  the  advancers  of  peculiar  faith  unquestionably  perjure  themselves.  Moses  swore 
to  many  pretensions  claimed  in  his  bible ;  Peter,  especially,  was  convicted,  when  the 
purest  are  found  present  and  right  in  need,  and  by  the  only  fair  test,  the  trial  of  purity. 

No  aspirant  to  peculiar-bible  faith  can  be  entitled  to  a  just  and  righteous  court  of 
conscience  verdict  of  acquittal  before  mind's  highest  tribunal,  surely. 

Then  Mahomet,  Christ,  Smith,  and  all  other  notables  are  convicted  as  blasphemously 
perjured,  or  those  who  managed  any  men  of  straw. 

It  is  wonderful  how  all  these  things  were  ever  tolerated  by  any  honest  mind,  since 
they  cannot  be  denied  nor  overlooked  as  mere  contingencies  caused  by  self-delusion. 

Mind  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  itself,  if  rightly  cultivated,  for  the  adoption  of  any 
such  imposition  of  superstition,  much  less  for  the  guilt  of  its  propagation. 

With  the  lights  of  the  age,  who  can  subscribe  to  the  bigotry  and  superstition  of  bible- 
peculiar  faith,  much  less  to  the  thousand  wiles  of  ambitious,  intriguing,  and  deceitful 
hierarchy,  no  matter  of  what  form,  from  the  most  delusive  idolatry  to  the  most  brutal 
sacrifice  of  life,  or  mind — ^worse  still — bad  as  preceding  history  presented  is  ? 

Let  us,  an  enlightened  people,  get  rid  of  all  the  thousand  and  one  errors  that  dis- 
grace, mar,  and  murder  mind  in  its  loveliest  attributes. 

Let  us  extricate  it  from  all  the  vile  rubbish  disgraceful  for  the  age  and  damning  to 
thepeople,  subversive  of  their  rights  and  of  the  giils  that  should  grace  them. 

Tradition,  then,  uncertain  and  absurd,  peculiar  in  place  of  universal  character,  and 
that  from  the  only  reliable  source,  mind  and  reason,  self-convicted  in  its  impiety,  cannot 
pass  the  review  of  the  only  real  beneficiaries,  mind  and  reason. 

All  such  has  to  be  smuggled  through  a  thing  some  affect  to  call  faith,  as  if  faith  in 
things  seen  or  unseen,  hoped  for  or  realized,  could  exist  but  on  any  rational  basis,  and 
that  of  truth,  mind,  and  reason. 

For  any  tradition  worthy  of  faith  and  the  record  of  truth,  a  freeman  is  bound  to  give 
and  necessarily  demand  reason,  invoking  truth  in  her  best  candor  to  uphold  what  i:» 
just,  or  exclude  the  reverse. 

He  asks  for  proof  undoubted,  full  and  satisfactory,  in  all  things  of  this  universe  that 
includes  all  spiritual  and  temporal,  in  order  to  rightly  appreciate  them,  according  to  the 
ways  and  acts  of  truth. 

All  the  world  is  concerned,  but  above  all  the  wise  of  proper  feelings,  those  that  deal 
in  mind  and  extract  the  real  benefits  of  mind. 

He  that  affects,  by  his  own  word  or  through  books  called  bibles,  which  are  only  equal 
to  the  state  of  mind  and  morals  of  their  authors — mere  men,  the  effects  of  which  prove 
them  very  bad — ^to  revolutionize  and  correct  the  created  nature  of  man,  impeaches  him- 
self and  libels  the  Creator. 

As  all  this  has  been  done  in  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  both  they  and  their  authors  are 
irreclaimably  put  in  the  lowest  category  of  ignorance  and  stupid  arrogance.  They  are 
their  own  accusers,  and  necessarily  culprits. 

A  high-minded  respect  for  the  world's  ethics  and  religion  would,  therefore,  cansc 
such  entertaining  it  to  render  all  rational  minds  worthy  of  that  respect,  by  rendering 
the  world  candid  and  sincere,  the  faith  to  be  established  true,  that  will  make  the  bibles 
the  offspring  of  mind,  not  its  usurpers  and  tyrants,  being  the  inspiration  of  the  Uvisg 
God. 
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Bat  God  makes  individuals  responsible  for  principles,  not  books,  that  peculiar  faithites 
adopt  as  bibles. 

What  a  reflection  on  intelligent  freemen  of  this  country  and  century ! 

And  those  books  of  the  bible  adopted  are  behind  the  age  of  this  country  in  morals, 
laws,  government,  or  rational  religion. 

Can  freemen  stand  this  baneful  imposition?  Have  not  the  effects* told  on  every 
position  of  society  ? 

As  false,  those  books  were  behind  the  progress  of  mind  the  very  moment  of  publica- 
tion— ay,  of  conception ;  consequently,  they  are  thousands  of  years  obsolete  in  truth, 
honesty,  and  right  time. 

The  bible  is  ever  obsolete,  if  quoted  as  authority  for  absolutism. 

The  world  should  not  be  misled  by  show  and  pretences.  If  pure  and  holy,  reverence 
pure  and  holy  will  be  universal.     Is  that  the  case  in  the  world  ? 

As  impure  and  unholy,  the  bible  of  tradition  has  been  discarded  by  men  of  mind  and 
patriotism. 

The  gospel  of  God  is  unmistakable  to  all  sane  minds.  All  the  universe  preaches 
God^s  sublime  principles.  The  beauty,  symmetry,  order,  and  grandeur  of  the  universe 
universally  prove  his  creatorship. 

God  unveils  what  such  bibles  stupidly  call  miracles  and  mysteries  by  natural  pheno- 
mena the  more  exact  the  more  sublime,  proving  the  nobler  science  of  the  Architect  who 
magaificently  created  all,  or  organized  it  into  the  mighty  universe  ;  and  all  these  pheno- 
mena, in  their  position  of  oi^er  of  time,  are  the  only  prophecies  and  revelations  to 
creation. 

They  are  all  the  legitimate  functions  of  this  creation. 

Fundamental  propositions  affirm  only  this,  in  the  strictest  principles  of  reason,  clearly 
and  indisputably. 

The  gospel  of  God  rests  in  the  court  of  conscience,  approved  for  all  minds,  as  all 
others  are  disproved  in  that  court. 

^Vhere,  then,  stand  all  the  codes  of  tradition  cleared  up  by  no  proof  that  reason 
recognises  ? 

Messiahships  have  usurped  God's  rights ;  their  miracles,  prophecies,  and  mysteries 
counterfeit  the  functions  of  his  conservative  principles. 

If  you  tell  the  world  of  any  book  superior  to  the  code  of  mind  reared  in  truth  and 
reason  for  religious  duties  and  instructions,  you  must  introduce  it  rightly,  as  all  other 
approved  documents  or  acquaintances,  and  be  responsible  for  that  introduction. 

You  must  guarantee  that  introduction  rightly,  or  you  become  the  base  impostor  and 
charlatan  of  the  world. 

If  you  introduce  any  such  book,  you  must  introduce  it  through  the  most  correct 
avenues  of  mind,  or  you  are  the  most  degraded  of  inapostors  and  blasphemers.  If  this  be 
a  code  for  instruction,  it  is  only  the  code  of  mind,  and  can  only  be  introduced  as  the 
code  of  reason,  to  claim  what  is  asked  for  our  highest  respect  and  due  appreciation  as 
you  value  your  own  reputation  for  reason  and  candor. 

You  expect  the  world  to  give  a  merited  reception  and  respect,  to  the  best  of  its 
ability,  to  this  bible. 

If  you  be  a  just  friend  to  both  parties,  you  can  expect  or  exact  no  more  than  your 
vouchers  call  for,  as  a  demand  on  my  most  enlightened  reason  and  judgment.  There 
can  be  no  other.     Let  this  be  honorably  demonstrated. 

If  you  deny  us  this  only  test  of  honesty,  we  must  decide  you  a  dishonest  designer, 
as  all  are  impostors  to  claim  belief  or  faith  before  the  position  is  proved  worthy  of  faith. 
If  sach  frail  faith  as  is  required  be  given,  who  wonders  at  the  unsound  or  frail  charac- 
ter of  the  whole  institution  ?  It  cannot  be  worth  the  mind^s  thoughts  of  an  honest  man. 
We  should  lose  our  self-respect  to  expect  any  other  view. 

But  what  shall  we  do  witii  the  bible  of  tradition  ? 

As  God  does  not  deal  in  tradition  as  a  peculiar  subject,  but  operates  on  living  mind 
by  mind  and  its  cHaracteristic  operations,  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  cannot  be 
right  or  prove  its  doctrines  right. 

Imposition  is  on  the  face  of  it,  and  its  doctrines  are  of  faith  of  equal  character,  that 
cannot  present  the  gospel  of  God,  who  never  gave  any  but  what  was  written  by  fore- 
knowledge, omniscience  throughout  the  universe. 

As  it  brings  afler-thought,  its  man's  imposition  kills  it  dead  at  once  for  blunder  and 
fraud. 

This  book,  called  the  bible,  contravenes  the  highest  principles  of  God  in  the  universe 
and  of  his  dignity  on  earth.    What  can  be  worse  than  all  that  ? 

It  is  clearly  the  bungling  work  of  man,  gotten  up  for  corrupt  and  unholy  purposes^ 
and  objects  most  sinister. 
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Can  there  be  a  correct  introducer  of  this  book,  before  man  or  God,  that  cannot  be 
shamed  at  once  and  forever  ?     He  is  utterly  condemned  in  innumerable  ways. 

How  can  he  appeal  to  God,  whom  he  thus  outrages  by  blasphemy  1 

How  can  he  face  man,  whom  he  deceives  by  imposition  ?  How  can  he  ask  remune- 
ration of  earth,  which  he  defrauds,  and  how  can  he  regard  the  universe  that  he  so 
offends  ? 

Freemen  have  to  look  to  their  rights,  and  not  to  this  impotent  offer  that  cannot  stand 
the  test  of  reason,  nor  abide  the  decision  of  principles,  the  only  conservatives  of  raind. 

Mind  that  is  considered*  so  weak,  that  has  been  so  basely  libeled  to  get  it  out  of  the 
way  for  a  degraded  priestocracy  to  rule  the  world  in  body  and  soul,  is  the  sovereign  of 
its  own  treasures,  pure  and  abundant,  on  which  it  must  rely. 

They  are  sufficient ;  if  not,  man  can  get  no  more  genuine.  If  he  is  offered  more, 
thev  come  from  mortals  who  have  no  more  nor  better  than  he  has. 

JLet  man  be  no  more  deceived  and  betrayed  by  all  the  humbugs  of  bible  pretences. 

Before  man  suffers  any  to  impose  on  him,  or  pretend  to  create  more,  they  have  to 
destroy  mind  most  ignorantly,  and  usurp  God^s  rights  most  impiously. 

What  a  conspiracy  on  the  world,  and  for  thousands  of  years,  against  mind,  merely  to 
promote  the  degraded  designs  of  people  affecting  to  be  peculiar  people  of  God,  and  turn 
out  to  be  no  nation  at  last.    What  better  could  be  expected  ? 

Reverence  for  Deity  and  respect  for  mind  will  not  permit  the  world  to  bo  humbugged 
any  longer. 

What  did  not  ignorant  vmters  of  the  bible  affect  under  the  disguises  of  infatuated 
superstition,  under  the  assumption  of  inspiration,  the  revelations  of  the  falsest  of  all 
false  professions  of  the  world.  What  but  this  could  make  them  so  stupid  to  pretend 
that  Joshua,  a  mere  mortal,  could  have  arrested  the  course  of  the  spheres  of  the  uni- 
verse, the  chief  of  our  solar  system,  even  the  sun  himself, 'that  would  have  required  a 
power  more  tlian  one  million  times  greater  than  that  of  our  earth  to  have  commenced 
it,  provided  the  location  was  given  to  do  it  from,  and  all  this  for  one  petty  battle  on 
earth,  and  more  important  still,  arresting  the  mighty  conservative  principles  of  creation, 
the  universe ! 

If  ever  this  superlative  nonsense  and  egregious  stupidity  were  transcended,  it  is  in 
the  minds  of  those  that  adopt  the  faith  of  it  I  What  ignorant  bunglers  to  wind  them- 
selves up  in  such  inconsistent  nonsense. 

Where  was  astronomy  in  those  days,  that  forgot  the  mighty  results  to  the  universe 
by  such  arrest  of  systems  ?  Equal  to  the  assurance  of  faith  is  the  impudeoce  ot 
sophistiy,  that  all  tilings  are  possible  with  god ! 

The  God  of  nature  presides  on  his  own  conservative  principles,  that  protect  all  crea- 
tion. Change  this  basis,  and  you  change  the  order,  system,  harmony,  unity  and  integ- 
rity, the  conservation  of  that  whole.  After  this,  let  no  sophists  affect  that  it  is  possible 
that  God  can  be  inconsistent  with  himself.  It  is  their  inconsistency.  It  is  the  peculiar 
god,  not  God  the  immutable. 

The  successive  ages  of  the  world,  in  reference  to  mind,  must  become  more  and  more 
enlightened  on  the  subject  of  creeds  and  system  of  the  universe ;  let  then  no  bibles  of 
peculiar  faith  or  priestocracy  exclude  the  progress  of  improvement  by  their  fables  and 
Actions,  and  the  immovable  bigotry  engendered  thereby. 

Homer,  the  poet  of  ancient  mythology,  is  eclipsed  at  his  own  game  by  such  bibles 
and  advocates. 

Religion  requires  mind  to  advance,  but  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  force  mind  to  retro- 
grade, and  sacrifice  it  to  their  own  brutish  calibre  of  ignorance  and  bigotry. 

Mere  tradition  of  any  thing  will  not  do  for  mind,  as  it  is  no  better  than  mere  fable, 
if  it  do  uot  abide  the  truth  of  fact ;  it  can  only  be  the  falsehood  of  absolutism.  Such 
absolutism  is  the  enemy,  not  the  friend  of  mind.  Such  things  can  never  satisfy  a  culti- 
vated intellect. 

The  bible  of  tradition  has  usurped  the  province  of  the  bible  of  rational  mind  and  of 
conscience.    The  whole  ignoble  family  must  be  exploded. 

None  but  aophistry  of  superstition  could  cause  all  this.  . 

Those  of  the  present  age  are  most  condemned,  if  they  permit  such  iniquity  on  their 
race  and  family.  They  are  bound  to  protect  them  as  good  citizens  from  all  peculiar 
bibles. 

The  Hebrew  faith  and  priestocracy  system  must  ere  this  be  constantly  weakening  m 
the  essential  confidence  of  the  intelligent  portion  of  that  community  even. 

Moses  the  lawgiver,  and  Aaron,  both  arch-priests  for  their  times,  used  no  doubt  all 
artful  polity  oyer  the  ignorant  multitude  to  establish  Judaism. 

These  men,  or  their  wire-workers,  adroitly  united  church  and  state  government  oy^t 
their  grossly  ignorant  people. 
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Moses  was  a  wily  politician  and  hiatorian,  and  coald  easily  operate  on  the  masses, 
ready,  from  their  blind  confidence  and  dependence  in  their  rulers  of  absolutism,  to 
receive  the  roost  that  was  offered  them. 

If  they  Imd  been  in  previous  bondage,  so  much  the  more  easily  did  they  succumb. 

Moses  could  easily  make  his  own  record.  Who  is  here  now  to  call  it  to  an  account  but 
the  omnipotence  of  rational  mind  ?  Its  jurisdiction  is  masterly  over  the  recusant  priest- 
ocracy.  Did  wily  absolutists  ever  have  conscience  about  results  of  power  to  peculiarly 
benefit  them? 

An  analyst,  who  takes  hold  of  assailable  points  not  sustained  by  facts,  can  point  with 
mathematical  certainty  to  the  defects,  and  well  asks,  are  these  the  fit  standards  for 
intelligent  and  high-minded  freemen  of  this  state  of  eivilized  mind  ? 

In  a  miserable  light  do  stand  these  Hebrew  men  at  last  before  the  highest  tribunal, 
light  of  mind. 

But  the  wily  politico-faith  hack  may  affect  that  the  people  could  not  have  b^en  gov- 
erned otherwise.     This  is  ever  the  delusive  pretence  of  absolutism. 

These  men,  and  all  in  the  collusion,  show  by  their  oppressive  hold  on  the  people,  that 
the  people  could  have  easily  dispensed  with  all  their  pretences  to  divine  rights. 

This  Moses  stands  in  the  category  of  absolutism. 

How  many  stultify  themselves,  and  by  vitiating  man^s  better  nature  to  gratify  their 
selfish  ambition,  are  self-impeached  ?  So  stands  this  priestocracy  before  the  highest 
of  all  earthly  tribunals,  responsible  rational  mind* 

The  philosophy  of  all  things  of  life  stands  on  the  platform  of  reason,  truth,  science, 
and  jnstice,  and  this  then,  embraces  the  whole  question. 

So  far  from  being  a  god-like  liberal  government,'  embracing  all  the  legitimate  bless* 
ings,  this  priestocracy  was  conceived  in  the  bigotry  of  the  times,  and  partook  of  super- 
stition, and  priest-rule  and  crafl. 

Frauds,  imposition,  hypocrisy,  and  blasphemy,  were  on  the  very  face,  corrupting 
masses,  orders,  and  individuals,  to  the  nefarious  traffic  in  the  holiest  of  purposes. 

It  was  so  flagitious,  that  others  arose  of  equally  false  pretences,  and  abominable  false 
positions  from  that  time  to  this,  and  would  be  endless  if  rational  mind  did  not  interpose. 

The  God  of  the  universe  breathes  an  atmosphere  too  sublime  for  their  conceptions. 

Superstition  upon  superstition  has  been  put  down,  but  that,  evil  men  haye  appropriated 
for  their  ambition. 

From  many  such  malign  causes,  but  moderate  good  has  been  accomplished  from  age 
to  age,  on  its  own  legitimate  capital. 

It  has  been  reserved  for  after  ages  and  later  times,  to  rally  more  potently,  and  point 
out  more  correct  views. 

How  came  the  Jews  so  narrow-minded,  but  from  the  Mosaic  polity  ?  The  Jews 
were  taught  to  believe,  that  they  were  the  peculiar  people  of  a  god  as  peculiar  as  them- 
.selves.  This  people,  otherwise,  was  not  peculiar  by  any  virtue  as  a  nation,  if  equal  to 
the  enlightened  ones  of  Greece  and  Rome,  the  best  ancient  republics.  Such  peculiar 
views  invariably  elicited  all  their  peculiar  vices. 

The  answers  have  been  already  given. 

The  sanction  of  superstition  of  the  Jewish  peculiarity,  sophisticated  most  awfully 
that  nation's  mind,  and  reflected  the  consequences  in  all  their  social  relations. 

The  priests  eternally  perverted  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  in  every  age  are  only 
more  or  less  varied  editions  of  the  same  book.  The  only  variation  is  hy  and  through 
mind,  correlatively  rational. 

What  a  mass  of  crime  was  thereby  propagated. 

In  the  most  liberal  spirit,  the  mind  of  intelligence  is  obliged  to  find  as  the  least  of 
evils,  much  of  the  bibles  metaphorical  and  figurative,  but  that  wdl  not  meet  their  intrin- 
sic evils  and  difficulties. 

All  of  them  have  to  be  discarded  as  organic  evils. 

What  else  of  evils  of  their  magnitude  introduced  by  pecnliar  motives  to  the  notice 
of  the  world,  could  not  be  repelled  as  unworthy  of  its  universal  regard  ?  No  peculiar 
reception  will  meet  the  question.  Have  they  not  been  elements  of  conflict  to  the  world, 
and  productive  of  many  evils  ? 

Ask  candid  men  who  undertake  to  interpret  them,  their  solution  ? 

Will  one  6f  them  say  that  they  believe  or  can  understand  the  whole,  much  less  prac- 
tice the  same  understandingly  1 

This  is  an  important  paramount  question  to  all. 

A  book  of  books,  it  is  pretended,  has  been  given  mind,  to  which  it  is  most  dictatorial 
and  despotic,  and  that  inculcates  a  faith  not  to  be  reasoned  with,  language  not  under- 
stood, and  of  course,  affecting  duties  involved  therein.  This  at  once  condemns  it  as 
segativing  the  very  functions  of  mind,  and  the  quintessence  of  religion. 
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Ask  all  its  ministers,  and  do  they  not  make  the  difficulties  greater,  the  quagmire  more 
miry  from  the  nature  of  the  elements  1 

Many  put  you  off  without  reasons  or  solutions. 

You  may  be  told  that  such  are  sacred  things,  that  you  must  hold  and  go  no  further, 
that  some  events  were  to  come,  that  they  were  not  past  \ 

The  proper  time  for  right  investigation  and  inquiry  may  never  come,  and  this  state 
of  things  is  to  be  fund  for  future  imposition  and  false  pretences  I 

Patriots  must  appreciate,  that  the  mind  that  will  not  take  heed  of  its  rights  that  are 
universal  in  or  out  of  bibles,  that  existed  and  flourished  before  all  the  trash  of  tradition 
of  superstition  was  ever  devised,  is  tory  in  withholding  allegiance  to  its  maker.  But 
there  are  some  things  that  may  be  true  in  that  bible,  while  others  stagger  the  faith  of 
the  most  faithful.  AH  that  is  true,  is  capital  of  mind,  falsely  appropriated  by  the  priest- 
ocracy. 

The  position  of  the  balance  in  which  no  candid  honest  mind  can  confide,  invalidates 
the  claim  of  the  bible  to  man^s  adoption,  for  the  whole  must  be  taken  or  its  character 
by  partial  rejection  is  impeached,  as  God  is  perfect,  and  would  give  a  perfect  original  to 
mind. 

Man  gives  imperfect  copies,  therefore  the  bible  ia  man^s  imperfect  tradition. 

Cannot  we  believe  that  Adam  and  Eve  were  our  first  parents?  Bibles  of  traditioa 
cannot  truthfully  go  as  far  back.     Indians  cannot,  mind  cannot. 

Prove  their  color,  compared  with  the  diversity  of  the  human  race. 

If  white,  whence  came  the  black  or  intermediate  colors  ? 

Hundreds  of  years  have  not  changed  either,  under  most  appropriate  circumstances. 
Neither  are  the  colors  contingent  or  fortuitous,  but  follow  after  their  kinds.  It  was  a« 
eas^  for  the  Creator  to  diversify  the  race  in  five  varieties,  as  to  nuike  Ave  large  grand 
divisions  of  the  globe.     All  that,  proves  him  Almighty. 

Philosophy  will  not  permit  a  limited  or  isolated  view  of  this  mighty  subject,  very  far 
from  it  indeed. 

She,  as  the  right  science,  is  the  strict  constructionist  of  accurate  language,  necessarily, 
while  at  the  same  time  she  is  a  liberal  constructionist  of  action  and  motives,  as  far  as 
right  and  justice  require,  and  will  amend  if  misled  by  others.  Her  potent  voice  should 
■ot  only  be  heard  but  obeyed. 

She  enters  into  the  disquisition  of  this  important  subject,  to  secure  the  most  suitable 
position  of  truth  and  reason.  She  would  do  injustice  to  her  own  rights  and  self-respecU 
if  she  did  not  thus  act. 

She  respects  the  feelings  and  honest  principles  of  all  religionists,  while  she  must 
accord  to  the  nature  of  the  subject  the  most  candid  exposition  requisite. 

She  publishes  views  deliberately  entertained,  as  the  best  for  life  and  death,  being  the 
true  friend  of  the  people.  Her  reverence  for  Deity  is  of  the  highest  quality,  and  can- 
not see  his  attributes  affected,  or  his  exclusive  claim  diminished  by  any  worship  of  men, 
or  any  intervening  object. 

She  leaves  this  momentous  question  and  subject,  virith  the  conscience  of  the  enligbt^ 
ened,  who  can  decide  whether  tradition  could  impart  correct  views  of  the  first  parent- 
age, in  names  or  character. 

Neither  the  memory  of  philosophy  of  the  first  rude  ages  of  man,  could  meet  truth- 
fully  this  question. 

Fiction  has  been  resorted  to  to  fill  up  the  picture.  Grant  that  there  were  Adams 
and  Eves  in  ancient  times,  and  that  they  were  sinful  people,  digressing  from  established 
principles,  still  no  peculiar  faith  has  any  guarantee  or  privilege  to  enslave  the  mind  ot 
the  world  to  its  peculiar  homage.  That  is  absurd  in  the  extreme,  for  priestocracy  to 
render  the  world  vassal  to  its  idolatrous  legends,  to  secure  unity  of  race  for  the  main- 
tenance of  their  pretended  identification  and  power. 

Every  continent  may  have  had  its  Adam  and  Eve. 

We  might  give  due  credit  to  Moses  or  his  priest-fathers,  for  some  improvements  m 
his  code,  if  we  knew  the  whole  Chaldaic,  or  that  its  predecessor  was  less,  but  then  the 
Mosaic,  however  curiously  dovetailed,  is  sadly  corrupted  by  the  times.  It  is  doubtlessly 
an  abominable  plagiary  on  ignominious  priestocracy  predecessors. 

Did  they  not  corrupt  the  Hebrews  in  causing  them  to  borrow  the  valuables  of  the 
Egyptians,  and  then  dictated  repudiation  of  the  payment  ?  They  teach  this  heinous 
c(Kle,  whether  it  transpired  or  not.  We  have  the  code  of  their  morals.  ^^  a*  "^^ 
honest  or  truthful,  the  two  first  characteristics  of  true  religion  1  .     r  •  k 

All  that  the  Mosaic  code  can  ever  be,  is  that  it  is  the  result  of  corrupt  peculiar  «aiw. 

Is  not  this  enough,  at  once,  to  satisfy  an  honest  and  truthful  mind,  on  the  invalidation 
of  this  history  of  Moses,  by  tliis  moral  dehnquency,  an  unsafe  doctrinal  teacher  1 

But  then,  is  it  right  to  believe  a  part,  without  taking  the  whole  1    It  is  impossible  toi 
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radonal  mud  to  receive  what  is  irrational,  as  part  of  the  bihle,  that  might  be  gross 
legends  inserted  according  to  expediency  of  priestocracy  at  any  or  all  times  suitable. 

All  sectarian  dogmas  have  their  circle  of  malign  influence,  that  should  never  by  hon- 
est and  truthiiil  men  be  proloaged  ;  the  life  of  this  dishonest  doctrine  is  now  destroyed 
on  this  position. 

People  now  have  light  enough  to  cast  aside  all  the  pretences  of  Judaism,  or  any  pecu- 
liar faith,  analyze  their  superstitious  points,  and  not  forget  their  duty  to  man,  in  bUnd 
devotion  to  self-professions  and  fanatical  feelings ! 

Could  not  the  Jews  purchase  and  win  to-day  their  beloved  Jerusalem,  for  a  few  mil- 
lions, and  by  citizenship)  ? 

But  think  you  they  would  wish  to  leave  better  countries,  that  give  them  much  good 
civil,  commercial,  and  faith-freedom? 

But  they  can  do  far  better,  as  they  can  rid  themselves  of  their  false  position,  imposed 
on  them  by  prejudices  of  a  peculiar  faith,  and  avow  themselves  the  recipients  of  the  no- 
blest, and  fraternise  within  an  universal  brotherhood.  They  can  now  adopt  a  pure  and 
rational  religion. 

It  becomes  the  wise  of  their  people  to  show  the  beauty  and  strength  of  wisdom,  and 
avow  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  abjure  the  puny  god  ox  Judaism,  imposed  on  them  by 
a  base  and  fanatical  priestocracy. 

Unfortunately,  the  weak-minded  of  the  world  can  be  rallied  on  false  positions  sooner 
than  on  the  true,  as  many  are  ever  ready  to  call  by  sophiitry  and  names,  to  secure  the 
ready  profits  of  all  worldly  speculations. 

The  bible  of  tradition  cannot  be  satisfactory  to  the  world,  as  a  transcript  of  its  true 
position,  imperfect  and  erroneous  as  it  is,  after  contradicting  the  facts  of  nature,  and 
outraging  truth  in  many  particulars. 

Then  the  notions  of  its  peculiar  character,  asserting  the  superiority  of  one  people, 
condemn  it  as  an  outrage,  and  its  ignorance  as  a  libel  on  Deity,  whose  character  is 
grossly  misoonceived,  and  authority  usurped. 

What  can  science  say  to  its  astronomy,  when  Joshua  commands  the  sun  and  moon 
to  stand  still  1 

What  effeot  would  this  have  had  on  the  great  conservative  principles  of  the  universe, 
thereby  also  intercepted? 

What  shall  we  say  for  its  ethnology,  geology,  and  phrenology,  or  the  science  of  the 
races  of  man,  of  the  earth,  and  man^s  nature  and  character  ? 

What  moral  maxims,  at  the  best,  did  it  institute,  that  were  not  the  characteristics  of 
cniod,  in  its  various  degrees  of  improvement  ? 

Its  moral  maxims  could  not,  by  any  means,  be  peculiar,  and  they  were  in  abeyance 
to  mind,  laid  up  in  its  treasury,  to  be  evolved  by  the  best  powers  of  its  genius. 

The  famous  one  of  Christianity,  *'  Do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  them,  in  similar 
circumstances,  do  unto  us,^^  was  luindreds  of  years  sketched  by  several  prototypes  in 
existence  at  the  time  of  Confucius,  and  were  necessarily  suggested  by  the  proper  ap- 
preciation of  the  best  social  relations  and  duties. 

Every  age  tells  of  heroes,  that  have  done  their  missions — ^but  why  any  hero- 
worship  ? 

Axioms  of  tried  benefit  and  good,  establish  and  vindicate  themselves,  whilst  the  rest 
pass  away. 

There  is  but  one  mighty  system,  instituted  by  God,  and  to  be  rightly  read  and  appre- 
ciated by  mind,  that  can  stand  all  test  in  the  world  of  intellect  aad  motives,  and  tliat  ia 
rational  religion,  the  inspiration  of  a  living  and  undying  God. 

Most  of  the  superstitions,  mythologies,  and  kinds  of  polytheism,  have  gone  down ;  the 
balance  will,  sooner  or  later,  end,  never  to  rise,  as  long  as  reason  holds  her  sway. 

Rational  religion  cannot  perish,  but  will  put  down  all  errors,  as  the  one  true  light,  be- 
fore all  systems  of  earthly  superstitions,  that  are  unworthy,  degraded,  and  to  be  exclu- 
ded from  the  folds  of  true  protection. 

What  peculiar  claim  has  the  bible  of  peculiar  tradition  to  man's  universal  esteem  ? 

Does  it  give  mind  the  character  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  when  it  portrays  him  as 
Ihe  peculiar  god  of  Judaism  and  Christianity  ? 

Does  it  not  give  us  superstition  for  religion,  priestocracy  and  hierarchy  for  freedom 
of  religious  opinion  ? 

Does  it  not  niake  peculiar  tradition  to  be  placed  before  intellectual  and  moral  con- 
servative principles,  that  none  but  eclect  ethics  or  the  best  morals  will  vindicate  ? 

Does  it  not  increase  the  various  superstitions  of  the  globe,  and  yield  the  apologies 
for  them? 

I  desire  no  such  book,  that  teaches  the  worship  of  the  powers  of  nature,  of  mortals, 
Co  supersede  the  adoration  of  the  Power  Supreme. 
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Man  is  at  the  bottom,  ministering  to  U8uq)ation  and  monopoly,  the  pretensions  of  (Ii? 
priesthood. 

Designing  men  seek,  through  this,  for  power  and  its  attributes. 

The  sacrifice  is  too  costly.  The  victims  of  intolerance  are  too  many  to  the  wiles  ot 
hierarchy  and  the  duplicity  of  priestocracy. 

In  all  this  darkness,  mind  is  crushed,  befouled,  and  injured,  if  not  silenced.  Philoso- 
phy, mind,  and  science  gainsay  the  bibles  of  tradition,  most  triumphantly. 

Can  mind  learn  correctly  from  any  people,  whose  faith  was  the  grossest  superstition, 
whose  knowledge  was  deep  errors  1 

Can  we  copy,  in  honesty,  from  Moses,  who  corrupted  his  own  people,  by  the  most 
dishonest  repudiation  of  debts  contracted,  for  jewels  borrowed,  and  of  the  brightest  lights 
of  rational  religion? 

Can  we  estimate  the  dire  effects  of  these  morals  on  the  priest-ridden  people,  to  count- 
less ages  of  such  superstitious  faith  ? 

Can  wo  estimate  his  morals,  with  the  blood  of  murder  An  his  hands,  and  never  wiped 
off  by  any  penalty  1 

Was  this  the  peculiar  prerogative  of  his  peculiar  institutions,  to  make  differences  and 
distinctions  of  guilt,  only  as  persons,  not  as  the  guilt,  differed? 

Can  we  copy  from  him,  in  mind,  when  he  instituted  a  priestocracy  to  overwhelm 
mind? 

Can  we  copy  from  the  Jews,  who  believed  in  sacrifices  of  victims,  effusion  of  blood, 
arrogated  to  themselves  national  superiority,  without  attaining  it,  and  finally  denation- 
alize themselves  by  their  vices,  crimes,  and  errors? 

What  reflection  of  light  did  they  cast,  on  the  balance  of  their  cotemporariesi 
Does  priest-ridden  Jeru^em  show  sound  views  of  science,  laws,  and  jurispnideDce, 
the  glory  of  the  world  ? 

Due  credit  is  given  to  the  Hebrews,  who  reject  Christ ;  because  if  their  faith,  Juda- 
ism, were  right,  Clirist  was  wrong  ;  but  rational  religion  exclusively  proves  Judaism  a 
non-entity,  and  all  entirely  wrong. 

They  were  intrinsically  interested  in  securing  the  safest  worship,  according  to  their 
ability  of  defective  education ;  but  clearly  they  were  not  convinced  by  any  rational 
proof  of  any  other  peculiar  faith  better  than  their  own.  W^hy  then  should  they  change 
the  original  for  the  graft  ? 

If  God  had  been  previously  disposed  to  any  peculiar  people,  could  he  possibly  suffer 
them  to  miss  the  right  messiahship?  That  is  the  most  conclusive  proof,  that  the 
messiah  was  never  before  the  people,  more  than  the  Almighty,  who  was  there  when 
creation  was  willed  into  eiustence.  This  position  is  enough  to  kill  all  such  ideas 
forever. 

Considering  that  the  Hebrew  had  an  immortal  soul,  as  God's  chosen  people,  huw 
could  God  permit  that  part  that  lives  ofler  death,  to  miss  so  great  and  indispensable 
salvation  ? 

God  is  incapable  of  less  tlian  immutable  principles,  that  self-creation  and  immor- 
tality fortify,  therefore  this  position  of  peculiarity  evidently  destroys  the  whole  fabric 
of  messiahship. 

What  need  we  any  book  of  tradition  to  affect  a  caricature  of  God  and  his  attributes, 
when  the  works  of  creation  are  the  only  mighty  evidences  of  nature,  and  time  perforins 
the  functions  of  prophecy  throughout  the  universe,  and  plain  matters  of  facts,  the  whole 
truth,  the  only  oracles  of  wisdom,  proclaiming  the  Creator,  and  enabling  his  creatures 
to  proclaim  and  adore  him,  supersede  mysteries,  enigmas,  miracles,  and  prophecies 
pretended  ? 

Mind,  that  looks  to  cause  and  effect,  will  be  the  only  means  of  discovering  the  su- 
premacy of  the  Great  First  Cause,  to  the  shame  and  confusion  of  hypocritical  cant,  that 
stupidly  libels  God  and  mind,  when  it  asserts  the  contrary. 

Bible  tradition  tells,  that  mankind  sprung  from  one  source,  and  all  this  is  worth 
nothing,  if  we  cannot  advance  our  faith  up  to  these  absurd  legends.  No  wonder  that  faitU 
fills  so  much  of  the  deeds  of  mind  confiding  in  them  ? 

Facts  show  characteristics  that  mark  mankind  with  such  variety,  that  the  ethnolo- 
gist must  ask  from  which  color,  white  or  black,  was  that  source  ?  Absolutism  alone 
affects  to  answer^  by  inspiration ! 

Mind  has  advanced  to  such  a  glorious  state  of  intellectual  independence,  that  it  pro- 
nounces any  inspiration  not  recognised  by  reason  as  the  false  pretences  of  folly. 

Mind  alone  can  recognise  all  inspirations.  It  is  at  its  tribunal  that  all  books  of 
tradition,  purporting  to  be  such,  arc  cundcinned. 

The  next  base  pretence,  after  inspiration,  is  peculiarity.  This  tradition  tells  us  that 
the  Jews  were  a  peculiar  people,  eminently  favored  and  cared  for  by  God. 
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Reason  on  the  facts  of  their  history,  not  secretly  kept  by  their  priesthood,  but  known 
to  the  world,  proves  to  ns  that  they  had  no  peculiar  virtues  or  characteristics  above 
other  people  of  the  world  ;  that  they  were  as  vain-glorious  and  selfish,  as  much  of  land- 
pirates  as  other  barbarian  nations  of  antiqnity  ;  as  vindictive  and  ferocious  on  their  ene- 
mies, and  no  less  idolatrous,  or  iniquitous  in  their  idolatry. 

They  sujQfered  losses  by  wars,  that  were  frequent ;  and  were  carried  into  captivity, 
where  they  suffered  as  other  nations.  Their  years  of  captivity  prove  the  power  of  their 
enemies. 

But  the  eternal  Jesuitical  sophistry  of  priestocracy  comes  to  the  rescue.  In  their 
misfortunes  they  had  sinned  ;  in  their  prosperity  they  had  acted  with  no  less  sin.  Will 
any  but  a  stupid  analyst  affirm  the  contrary  ?  When  was  Jewry  ever  clear  of  sin  ?  I 
will  defy  honorable  minds  to  show. 

Bid  they  communicate  the  blessings  of  their  peculiarity  to  other  nations  ?  They 
concealed  them  as  long  as  practicable. 

In  fact,  their  cotemporaries  did  not  estimate  them  very  highly,  if  the  Apion  of  Jose- 
phus  permit  us  to  judge.  If  we  had  Apion,  he  would  speak  for  himself  The  world 
has  been  robbed  of  truthful  literature. 

A  nation  peculiarly  beloved  by  God  must  have  excited  high  respect  among  neighboring 
nations ;  but  the  reverse  is  their  case. 

What  peculiarity  had  they  but  what  man  made,  and  priest  at  that?  Are  not  the 
Mormons  a  peculiar  people  ;  are  not  all  that  adopt  any  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  world  is  not  concerned  except  in  its  sufferings  about  peculiar  faiths,  but  has  the 
important  problem  of  universal  brotherhood  given  its  magnificent  solution  of  benefits  to 
mind  and  the  whole  world  ? 

Judaism,  at  its  very  best,  is  not  the  beginning  of  rational  religion,  that  is  never  stained 
with  blood,  or  corrupted  by  priestocracy,  much  less  outraged  by  absolutism. 

How  much  infatuation  prevailed  then  about  national  peculiarity,  when  their  country 
fell  so  often  into  the  conquerors'  hands,  as  the  Assyrians,  Greeks,  Romans,  Turks,  &c. 

Tradition  claims  peculiar  faith  with  spiritualization,  enthusiasm,  grace,  and  sanctity, 
the  doctrine  of  election,  predestination,  Sic. 

But  the  tradition  becomes  peculiar,  and  on  the  principles  of  the  universe,  that  acknow- 
ledges but  one  God,  as  our  solar  system  has  but  one  central  sun,  it  is  absolutely  invali- 
dated, is  entirely  worthless.     All  that  depends  thereon  is  in  the  same  category. 

How,  then,  can  peculiar  faith,  that  only  repeats  the  story,  decide  these  positions  at 
all? 

God^s  omniscience  and  omnipresence,  much  less  his  omnipotence,  must  not  be  libeled 
by  such,  as  either  attribute  excludes  peculiarity. 
'  God  is  not  local  or  peculiar,  but  universal. 

Give  us  a  God  worthy  of  mind's  reverence,  fit  for  civilized  society  of  the  whole  world, 
to  be  supremely  benefited  by  his  transcendant  guidance,  not  one  evidently  characterized 
by  barbarian  pencils,  an  irascible  being,  having  peculiarities  too  monstrous  for  mind ! 

Give  us  an  immortal  being,  not  the  creation  of  Judaism,  but  independent  of  man's 
imbecile  conceptions,  the  lovely  perfection  of  philosophical  science. 

Rational  minds  are  obliged  to  dismiss  from  serious  consideration  the  absurdity  that 
constantly  hangs  on  the  bibles  of  tradition. 

That  God  cannot  manage  his  own  creation  without  the  aid  of  his  creatures,  the  priest- 
ocracy, from  the  flood,  a  most  absurd  history,  and  above  all,  that  souls  are  indebted  to 
tlieir  prayers  and  their  exertions,  as  he  cannot  prevent  the  god  of  evil,  his  degraded  rival, 
from  interfering  with  his  greatest  work,  mind  * 

In  all  traditions  of  bibles,  unless  the  First  Great  Cause  is  the  universal  type,  there  is 
nothing  but  peculiar  acts,  and  these  incontestibly  condemn  them  all,  surely,  as  impo- 
sitions. 

Do  not  even  the  enlightened  Jews  now  consider  their  bible  as  a  mere  history  ?  Has 
it  any  of  the  dignity  of  history  ?  Would  that  it  was  even  a  ffood  history,  correct  and 
to  be  relied  on  ;  but  assuredly  it,  and  all  its  emanations,  are  digests  of  most  obnoxious 
and  objectionable  materials,  compounds  of  most  revolting  absurdities. 

If  all  these  were  abstract,  isolated  machines,  kept  in  a  museum  for  curiosity  of  the 
dark  ages,  one  might  tolerate  the  enormities. 

What  is  the  bible  of  tradition  but  a  scheme  to  uphold  the  dynasty  of  priests,  and  all 
connected  with  priestocracy  ? 

It  fails  to  teach  us  the  elevated,  liberal,  and  just  views  of  government  and  religion, 
that  invariably  recognise  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 

Pure  religion  did  not  commence  with  the  Jews,  nor  at  Jerusalem,  nor  in  Egypt,  but 
with  mind's  existence  and  creation  in  the  universe,  in  the  mighty  dawn  of  its  glorious 
iniliative. 
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Of  course,  then,  all  such  bibles  are  horribly  iniquitous,  for  pretending  that  religfon 
was  a  peculiar  favor,  when  it  was  as  old  as  mind,  and  inseparable  from  it.  So  much 
for  these  bible  botchers  and  libelers. 

All  such  systems  of  peculiar  faith  dwarf  mind,  and  keep  it  in  abeyance  to  ignorance, 
prejudice,  and  bigotry.  These  originate  the  heresies  of  mind,  that  disgrace  the  weak 
and  dark  states  of  the  world. 

The  bible  neither  transmits  science  nor  instructs  rightly  in  the  rules  of  life,  but  tram- 
mels the  world. 

Where  is  its  legal  or  moral  science,  that  is  best  of  all  ? 

If  the  writers  of  the  old  and  new  Testament  had  no  correct  knowledge  of  the  sciences, 
as  they  clearly  had  not,  it  piOTCS  that  their  statements  are  traditionary  myths,  and  that 
the  balance  is  to  be  most  truly  scanned,  as  to  Christ^s  assumed  divinity,  and  the  saving 
points  of  christian  or  its  peculiar  faith. 

It  is  mind  that  scans  divine  laws,  and  exposes  counterfeits. 

Science  stands  by  us,  moderns,  to  eradicate  what  is  most  difficult,  and  the  last,  as 
the  first,  degraded  superstition. 

Science  enables  the  world  to  shake  off  the  bigotry  of  education,  and  teaches  mind  that 
no  peculiar  faith  is  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  and  requirements  of  mind  all  the  time. 

without  philosophical  rational  science,  how  impossible  would  it  be  for  mind  to  shake 
oif  the  fraud  of  tradition  that  oppressed  the  ancients. 

How  thankful  ought  the  modems  to  be,  in  having  science  as  a  friend  to  rescue  them 
from  the  foul  grasp  of  superstition  and  absolutism,  in  their  various  disguises !  Not  in 
words,  but  in  actions,  that  truly  decide  for  the  world. 

It  is  science,  philosophical  and  rational,  that  beats  down  all  the  sophisms  of  peculiar 
faith  doctrines,  and  teaches  that  mind  always  is  the  recipient  of  God's  inspiration  and 
grace,  and  that  there  would  not  be  any  such  difficulty  about  religion  that  silently  acts, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  priests  and  preachers,  who  confound  the  world,  and  minister  to  the 
despotism  of  absolutists. 

Many  cherish  by  mere  impulse,  a  faith  on  tradition,  because  that  tradition  promises 
everything  to  procure  eternal  life.  But  who  justifies  and  warrants  that  tradition? 
None.  Is  there  any  living  witness  of  the  facts  ?  There  is,  but  the  tradition-sophists 
resort  to  all  evasions  to  sQence  the  proper  means  to  procure  it.  That  one  is  God, 
whose  works  utterly  condemn  all  such  as  false ;  his  works,  cause  and  eflfect,  being  his 
true  word. 

Where  are  other  god- written  documents?  There  are  none  but  by  designing  priestoc- 
racy,  and  the  affiliated  know  it  is  so. 

Have  we  any  true  and  undeniable  records,  written  and  verified  at  the  time,  beyond 
mistake  or  doubt  1     Not  one  ! 

Are  we  to  yield  to  the  treachery  on  mind,  whose  essential  functions  are  thereby 
usurped  by  factions,  that  have  governed  the  world  too  much  in  every  age  1 

But  no  book-promise  of  this  kind  is  possible,  short  of  God^s  power  alone,  and  his 
inspirations  of  mind  promise  this  to  mind's  satisfaction. 

But  do  the  Jews  need  return  to  Judea  ?     That  is  the  question. 

The  civilized  world's  philosophy  teaches  liberal  and  cultivated  minds,  to  regard  re- 
ligion as  of  universal  principles,  to  be  improved  by  individual  address  to  God  aloue, 
regardless  of  time  or  place. 

What,  then,  care  the  Jews  about  returning  to  Jerusalem,  while  they  can  do  well  in 
any  land  of  true  freedom  ? 

Will  not  their  wise  men  prefer  to  lay  aside  all  the  superstition  of  their  peculiar  belief, 
and  seek  the  nationality  of  the  whole  world  1 

They  are  tlien  more  concerned  if  they  be  wise,  in  the  rationality  of  religion. 

Why  delay  they  to  help  to  secure  their  own  happiness  1  .  God  is  no  respector  oC 
persons,  and  he  cannot  be  of  nations  or  worlds,  only  as  they  respect  his  universal 
principles. 

There  is  a  mathematical  certainty  in  principles  for  the  universe  and  mind,  to  the 
whole  government  of  which  God  is  equally  competent.     The  Jews  are  no  exception. 

Nothing  less  than  a  great  conservative  revolution  is  arriving  for  God's  rational  vindi- 
cation, and  for  the  certain  establishment  of  a  proper  code  of  morals  and  religion  for  mind. 

Bigots  may  thwart  it,  but  bigots  will  pass  away. 

If  the  bible  be  the  word  of  God,  it  must  he  a  perfect  book,  and  its  treatise  must  be 
perfect,  otherwise  it  is  conclusively  the  work  of  man. 

"  But  the  bible  is  the  inspiration  of  God,"  say  its  advocates. 

The  bible  is  imperfect  in  all  its  parts,  and  is  therefore  impeached  as  unworthy  sub- 
stantially of  the  divine  rights  of  mind,  and  is  conclusively  the  work  of  man,  and  the 
perversion  of  mind. 
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Then  the  bible  of  tradition  is  discarded  entirely  l    Certainly. 

But  what  shall  we  teach  children,  the  world  with,  if  we  do  not  have  such  a  bible  ? 

The  same  that  will  make  them  men  and  women  in  God^s  sense,  the  best  bible  of  mind. 

The  best  morals,  science,  and  legislation  contradict  the  bible  of  tradition,  conse- 
quently it  is  certainly  demoralizing  and  vitiating. 

The  pagan  Romans  looked  to  mind,  and  had  such  highminded  morals,  that  the  chas- 
tity of  Lucretia,  one  of  their  ladies,  was  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Scipio,  though  pagan,  secured  the  noblest  triumph  of  victory,  in  the  victory  of  his 
own  passions,  when  he  yielded  the  betrothed  Spanish  bride,  unharmed,  to  her  lover. 
Now  what  nation  on  earth  can  exhibit  any  truer  individual  test  of  monotheism  ?  Moses 
was  unqualified  for  religion.  Now  both  of  these  acts  were  the  noblest  deeds  of  rational 
religion. 

And  in  what  light  does  the  Jewish  people,  governed  by  this  bible  of  tradition,  appear 
by  their  ow^n  history,  as  far  as  it  is  true,  for  they  would  put  their  own  conduct  as  meri  • 
torious  as  practicable,  to  get  it  as  a  universal  rule  among  all  nations  ? 

Their  invasion  of  other  nations  equally  as  good  as  they,  and  some  even  more  civilized, 
and  with  whom  they  had  no  cause  of  war,  at  the  instance  of  their  priestocracy,  plainly 
proves  their  code  of  morals  far  below  the  universal  code  of  religion,  especially  when 
we  duly  estimate  their  ruthless  barbarity,  reckless  of  all  restraint  and  humanity,  to 
sanction  which,  they  libel  God. 

The  history  of  the  world  proves  in  countless  instances,  like  those  of  the  Romans 
mentioned,  the  triumph  of  mind  from  God^s  inspiration  at  a  dark  age  of  the  world^s 
history,  when  civilization  had  not  reached  her  noblest  refinement.  Religion  has  oper- 
ated in  all  ages  of  the  world,  but  the  best  efiforts  have  been  arrested  by  the  priestocracy. 

What  will  be  the  glorious  result,  when  the  mind  reaches  the  loftiest  aspirations  of  genius, 
reason  and  philosophy — when  its  rightful  tuition  shall  expel  the  assumed  inspiration  of 
perverted  intellect,  as  the  false  word  of  God,  itself  adorned  in  all  its  loveliness  of  mo- 
notheism that  requireth  truth  and  honesty,  justice,  liberality  and  humanity,  a  good  faith, 
national  and  individual,  with  the  addition  of  honor,  chastity,  and  universal  affection  on 
relative  merits  ? 

Mind  now  realizes  its  blessings  in  seeing  a  constitutional  government  put  forth  all  its 
legitimate  functions,  to  restrain  any  invasion  of  peaceful  neighbors,  and  carry  out  in 
the  best  of  good  faith  all  national  and  world  obligations. 

If  these  authors  be  convicted,  as  they  are  especially  in  the  fiction  of  the  devil,  that 
plays  80  conspicuous  a  part  in  both  bibles,  then  both  are  silenced  in  the  position  of 
truth,  morals  and  religion. 

"  But,  nothing  is  impossible  with  God,^'  repeat  some  of  the  initiated  ! 

It  is  ntterly  impossible  for  this  statement  to  be  true ! 

Nothing  under  reason,  truth  and  godship,  characterized  by  his  attributes,  is  impossi- 
ble with  God. 

Of  course,  then,  this  book  that  contradicts  God  and  his  attributes,  is  not  God^s  word. 

But  the  priestocracy  would  not  let  him  govern  his  own  genius  creation  himself,  in 
justice  to  mankind  that  needs  his  constant  almighty  universal  providence. 

They  must  needs  keep  constantly  watching  all,  to  reap  the  greatest  harvest  by  taking 
dishonorable  advantage  of  the  people^s  ignorance,  and  now  keep  up  all  the  humbuggery 
and  fraud  that  sophistry,  and  the  subisidizing  and  bribery  of  absolutism  can  ad- 
minister. 

The  simple  assertion  of  nothing  being  impossible  with  God,  of  course,  is  absurd,  un- 
wise and  untrue. 

It  is  impossible  for  God  to  change  his  nature  and  character  as  he  would  do,  and  be  a 
God  at  the  same  time. 

If  God  were  not  immutable,  he  would  not  be  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  his  con- 
servative would  be  destructive  faculties,  and  the  functions  of  all  would  be  imbecile, 
being  the  author  of  evil  instead  of  universal  good. 

But  is  there  not  morality  of  the  bible  of  tradition  ? 

As  far  as  that  conforms  to  the  principles  of  God,  and  the  bible  of  mind,  and  no  more, 
does  it  contain  one  particle  of  morality  or  pure  religion  ;  then  all  is  borrowed,  but  un- 
acknowledged capital,  a  mere  but  most  dangerous  plagiary. 

What  sort  of  morality  is  that,  that  authorizes  the  invasion  of  peaceful  inhabitants  of 
the  world,  and  wars  upon  them  to  utter  destruction  by  the  basest  libel  of  God,  that  de- 
stroys thousands  of  its  own  people,  to  uphold  the  despotism  of  its  priestocracy,  that 
opens  the  door  to  all  the  errors  of  peculiar  faith,  whose  followers  enact  civil  dissensions 
and  wars  for  many  centuries,  with  the  bloodiest  contests  among  the  races  of  mankind, 
that  could  otherwise  have  been  united  in  one  universal  brotherhood,  thus  putting  asunder 
those  whom  God  had  indissolubly  joined  together  ? 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


«22  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

What  sort  of  morality  was  tliat  which  made  hypocrites  of  republicans,  and  made 
their  savage  despotism  available  in  the  present  light  of  mind,  before  all  Europe  ? 

No  people  are  freemen,  that  cannot  adore  God,  after  the  dictates  of  conscience, 
reason,  truth  and  honesty,  much  less  be  compelled  to  church-worship  and  its  pecuniary 
support. 

Thousands  and  millions  for  education  of  mind  in  rational  science  and  philosophy,  but 
not  one  cent  to  any  church  faith.     Such  is  the  worst  of  absolutisms. 

All  are  hypocrites  and  vassals,  deceivers,  that  pretejhd  to  the  contrary,  and  put  them- 
selves under  the  throne  of  absolutism,  slaves  to  its  bidding,  and  suffer  themselves  to  he 
kicked  and  cuffed  by  charlatans. 

What  insidious  underminings  in  general,  of  liberty. 

If  the  bible  of  tradition,  or  anything  else,  be  the  abuse  in  the  name  of  God,  let  it  be 
disused,  to  say  the  least. 

What  an  idea  of  morality,  to  suppose  that  such  a  corrupt  fountain  to  many  scctf, 
divisions  and  subdivisions,  can  send  forth  all  pure  flocks  ! 

There  are  various  institutions  growing  out  of  the  abuses  of  the  bible  of  tradition,  not 
tolerable  to  sense  and  virtue. 

The  convents,  nunneries,  shakerdom,  &c.,  are  sought  for  by  weak  and  vicious;  a!! 
are  miserable  apologies  for  life.     Some  few^  individuals  seek  a  refuge  from  the  world. 

Let  all  such  be  individual  recluses.  Suicide  may  be  committed  individually,  but  let 
no  community  seduoe  or  mislead  people,  to  conmiit  acts  ^against  the  laws  •  of  nature  or 
against  the  good  faith  of  reason  and  justice. 

The  world  has  been  overrun  a^ain  and  again,  by  military  and  superstitious  despotism 
dragooning  it  into  vassalage.  What  was  the  priestocracy  of  Moses  but  this  !  Whole 
nations  with  most  of  their  leaders,  can  file  into  column,  and  live  for  centaries  and  thou- 
sands of  years,  without  many  rational  investigations  and  conservative  revolutions. 

As  to  lights  of  mind,  they  may  or  may  not,  tell  the  difference  from  sophistr}',  and  it 
is  all  the  same  in  faith  that  assimilates  religion. 

Where  does  intolerance  stop  1     Not  where  superstition  prevails. 

Where  is  all  this  senseless  and  wicked  contradiction  to  end,  among  all  the  sectarians 
of  the  world  ?  In  rational  religion  by  conservative  revolution,  that  declares  for  one 
God,  adored  in  purity  and  unity. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  kill  themselves  by  their  absurd  caricature  and  portraiture  of 
God,  whose  character  is  inconsistent  and  changeable,  irascible  or  liable  to  anger  rail 
wrath,  in  accordance  with  that  of  the  minds  engaged  in  this  perversion,  this  blasphcraj, 
this  imposition  and  false  pretence. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  cause  antagonism  to  God  and  his  conservative  princi])Io% 
therefore  they  must  be  condemned. 

Where  were  the  millions  of  the  world  for  many  centuries,  that  Judaism  was  pre- 
vailing ? 

What  bigot  of  this  day  can  dare  avow  with  reason  and  truth,  that  these  millions, 
Pagan,  as  they  are  called,  were  peculiarly  out  of  God's  protection  1  All  are  Pagans  that 
have  not  rational  religion. 

What  did  all  the  peculiar  form  of  worship  of  the  world  amount  to  ?  Which  is  now 
ahead  of  others  ? 

Let  analysis  tell  the  fact,  that  all  such  are  undeniably  superstition  in  degree,  and 
pagan,  all. 

God's  works  universally  prove  all  this. 

If  you  dissent,  satisfy  the  world  what  proves  the  bible  the  word  of  God  1  Does  the 
bible  itself? 

That  is  impossible,  by  the  law  of  testimony,  as  it  is  an  interested  witness. 

Besides  that,  it  stands  condemned  by  the  works  of  God,  the  only  God-documents 
construed  by  science,  equally  addressed  to  mind  as  the  only  bible  of  inspiration. 

Science  and  philosophy  are  opposed,  and  their  progress  over  mind  retarded  by  the 
bible-advocates,  to  suit  bible  of  tradition-theories  that  are  most  absurd. 

The  very  wisdom  of  mind  condemns  the  bible-advocates,  before  the  God  of  the  uri- 
▼erse. 

Especially  does  the  obsolete,  vulgar  and  absurd  ignorance  of  its  writers,  impeach  it 
fully. 

The  advocates  cleave  to  the  bible  of  tradition,  that  represents  peculiar  faith  as  tl)e 
last  stronghold  of  superstition  and  absolutism,  though  defeated  conclusively  by  all  the 
essentials  of  reason  and  truth  in  the  bible  of  mind  that  represents  the  Almighty. 

Its  conception  of  creation  is  clearly  the  defect  of  ahcient  mind,  not  the  first  reful- 
gence of  divine  inspiration. 

Worse  still,  tliese  same  propagators  of  most  irrational  errors,  after  all  their  i«^lt' 
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boasts  of  the  learning  of  the  church  that  preserves  the  science  of  the  world,  even  now 
advance  the  doctrine  that  tliis  world  will  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and  will  be  superseded  by 
a  new  earth  in  its  place. 

But  can  they,  then,  supersede  all  the  conservative  principles  of  solar  systems  of  the 
universe  ? 

Such  step  destroys  gravitation,  which  was  unknown  to  the  ancients,  who  conceived 
the  world  a  plane  resting  on  some  prop,  and  that  the  most  that  God  made !  What 
planet  of  this  solar  system  has  yet  been  expunged,  or  could  be,  on  any  principles  of  the 
Creator  1 

The  universe  might  be  in  chaos,  and  God  might  be  nonplused  by  this  miserable  set  of 
botches,  because  they  think  or  assume  that  the  bible  says  so. 

What  contradictions,  in  this  bible  of  Moses,  about  the  best  rational  and  philosophical 
principles  of  Babel !  Was  it  anything  else  but  an  astronomical  tower  1  Was  not  the 
division  of  language  a  peculiar  characteristic,  consequent  on  the  dispersion  of  man  on 
the  lace  of  the  earth,  and  tlie  last  a  most  certain  consequence  of  necessity  and  the  cir- 
cumstances of  his  nature  ?  In  fact,  was  not  the  diversity  of  races  one  of  the  great 
constituents  of  the  law  of  his  nature  in  this  very  respect  ? 

This  dispersion  is  going  on  constantly  all  over  the  globe  at  the  present  day,  as  well 
as  the  alteration  of  language  even  of  the  same  country. 

What  wiseacres  these  bible  charlatans  were,  who  affected  inspiration  of  God  about 
every  thing,  and  yet  were  incapable  of  telling  the  most  common  facts  of  natural 
history  !  And  are  these  the  leaders  for  all  time  to  come  of  mind  in  all  the  principles 
of  religion,  that  tliey  plainly  know  nothing  about,  but  gave  us  a  most  contemptible  coun- 
terfeit therefor? 

And  did  Joshua  stop  the  sun  and  the  moon  by  the  permission  of  God,  that  he  might 
destroy  his  enemies — that  is,  the  enemies,  of  course,  of  God,  the  peculiar  god  of  the 
Israelites  ?     Mankind  are  not  the  enemies  of  their  Creator — that  is  certain. 

Every  ancient  nation  had  its  peculiar  gods,  that  aided  them  in  all  national  alTairs, 
wars,  worship,  &c. ;  and  these  gods  were  superior  to  those  of  other  nation?. 

It  is  strange  that  the  Israelites  should  have  sought  so  often,  if  they  had  a  god  so 
manifest,  for  the  strange  gqds  and  groves  of  other  nations. 

Joshua  would  have  stopped  all  the  universe,  but  that  was  unknown  to  the  fabricators 
of  iXiis  story.  And  they  were  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  their  infamous  falsehoodij 
would  be  disclosed  by  science,  that  avenges,  as  a  principle,  its  Creator. 

The  modern  affiliated  seek  to  stave  off  the  exposure  as  long  as  possible,  but  it  will 
be  to  their  final  disgrace. 

All  the  priests  are  interested  in  advancing  the  truth  of  God  of  the  universe,  not  the 
falsehoods  of  bibles  of  tradition  ;  for  just  as  sure  as  they  do  advance  them,  the  people 
now  can  brand  them  as  infamous  as  the  writers  in  the  times  of  Joshua. 

They  furnish  them  arguments,  plausible  and  sophisticated  by  false  interpretations  and 
various  devices,  to  tlie  deepest  commission  of  crimes. 

Their  wholesale  murders  for  papal  regulations,  restorations,  and  enactments,  are 
accounted  for  the  good  of  the  church  that  its  citizens  have  repudiated  ;  and  of  course 
not  for  the  good  of  the  people. 
Are  they  not,  then,  a  wholesale  license  for  bloody  guilt  ? 

The  papal  power  is  capable  of  excommunication  of  tho  person,  and  of  imprisonment 
in  dungeons,  of  confiscation  of  property,  of  the  tortures  of  the  inquisition,  arbitrary 
over  the  virtue  and  person  of  the  miserable  suflTerer.  Whence  does  he  get  his  authority  1 
Is  it  less  than  out  of  the  bible  of  tradition  ? 

The  cannibal,  from  oppression  of  hunger  and  dire  ignorance,  satiates  his  morbid  taste 
on  his  victims  ;  but  what  are  individual  victims  to  masses  under  ferocious  vindictive- 
ness  of  such  peculiar-faith  cannibalism — bible  cannibalism  ? 

The  world  must  see  that  all  this  is  not  religion  ;  it  is  only  a  pretence.  And  all  are 
pretences  that  have  peculiar  faiths,  as  all  tend  to  serious  abuses. 

Now,  there  is  the  utmost  necessity  for  a  final  covenant,  as  the  two  first  bible  ones 
never  will  do,  since  many  cannot  understand  the  bible,  they  say.  Deity  would  have 
made  it  simple  and  efficient,  if  his  work. 

It  would,  if  his  work  had  been  written  for  all  to  comprehend. 
He  has  written  a  better,  before  all  bibles  of  tradition  were  ever  thought  of  by  priests : 
the  bible  of  mind. 

That  is  for  the  whole  world  to  construe  with  reason ;  but  most  of  the  world  is  guided 
at  present  by  impulse  of  peculiar  faith,  not  by  reason  and  truthful  logic. 

Few  possess,  under  all  trying  circumstances,  these  greatest  characteristics  of  true 
greatness  of  intellect. 

If  no  nation  ever  flourished  without  the  bible  of  tradition,  how  came  the  Jews  to  have 
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such  a  remarkable  fall  by  its  very  means  ?     How  did  the  nations,  witb  Spain  and 
Mexico,  &c.,  fall  with  iti 

It  presents  failures  most  disastrous,  from  Rome  down  ;  and  results  most  hamiliatin<^. 

When  man  deserts  mind  for  such  bibles,  God  is  not  approached.  God  stands  where 
he  always  stood,  on  his  platform,  ready  to  be  approached  by  mind  on  its  platform. 

Now,  the  true  question  is  not  of  the  bible,  but  of  the  principles  conservative  and 
innate.     If  they  fail,  then  all  fail. 

What  has  mind  to  do  with  the  legends  of  this  bible,  its  peculiar  faith  or  its  peculiar 
gods  1     As  much  as  with  those  of  the  Philistines — just  as  much. 

However  sectarian  Socrates  was,  he  fell  by  the  sectarian  and  peculiar  faith  inquisi- 
tion of  Athens,  by  its  bible. 

People  have  lost  sight  of  conservative  principles,  when  they  take  up  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion, which  are  the  bibles  of  absolutism,  to  defraud  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  bind 
them  to  the  car  of  violence  and  superstitious  men-worship. 

There  is  corruption  by  perversion  of  mind  all  over  the  world  enough,  without  the 
world  raising  a  fund  by  such  bibles,  to  exhibit  it  by  membership,  by  reason  of  gorgeous 
temptation,  to  revolutionize  still  by  such  means  for  character  exhibition. 

The  Hebrews  made  a  partial  peculiar  god  to  themselves,  as  selfishly  as  other 
nations  who  also  had  their  peculiar  gods,  at  first  made  from  earthly  characters  and 
heroes,  with  a  stock  of  superstition  from  all  the  priest  deifications. 

The  priests  corrupted  the  Hebrews,  who,  as  well  as  others,  were  punished,  in  not 
allowing  the  attributes  of  God  to  extend  to  their  legitimate  results. 

All  nations  of  antiquity,  but  little  civilized,  wished  to  appropriate  the  godhead  to 
themselves  as  the  particular  favorites.  This  is  the  custom  of  barbarian  nations,  kept 
up  by  barbarian  modems. 

.  The  God  of  the  universe  never  knew  any  chosen  people,  under  his  peculiar  protection. 

The  Hebrews  sought  to  conquer,  as  pirates,  the  lands  and  possessions  of  all  tho 
nations  they  could,  though  those  nations  had  not  injured  them,  contrary  to  their  own 
commandments  of  not  desiring  or  coveting  the  property  of  others,  no  less  obligatory 
in  national  than  in  individual  ethics.  The  Jews  then  were  the  violators  of  their  own 
bible. 

But  universal  domination  and  conquest  were  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  times,  and  how- 
ever vicious  and  criminal,  the  Hebrews  were  not  at  all  exempt,  except  by  an  incapacity 
for  martial  prowess  to  that  extent.  What  a  libel  they  perpetrate  on  God,  by  assuming 
that  he  thus  directed  such  iniquities ! 

They  remorselessly  dispossessed  the  owners  of  their  soil  and  murdered  the  people  of 
all  ages  and  both  sexes,  sometimes  not  sparing  those  unborn,  and  in  battle  they  invoked 
their  irascible  god  to  destroy  their  and  his  enemies.  And  this  is  the  felonious  code 
that  the  modern  barbarians  wish  to  impose. 

How  were  all  these  people,  their  fellow-creatures,  subject  to  the  same  God,  the 
enemies  of  God  1 

Were  they  his  enemies  because  they  were  not  Jews  and  worshippers  of  the  Jew  pecu- 
liar god  1 

And  does  the  priestocracy  of  the  present  day  desire  this  to  be  a  code  for  civilized 
man?    This  a  code  of  religion,  and  the  Jew  bible  its  exponent? 

They  obtain  the  aid  of  the  sun  and  moon  to  delay,  for  a  full  punishment  by  slaughter 
of  their  enemies. 

Now,  the  injury  to  the  solar  system  would  have  been  at  the  cost  of  conservative 
principles,  worth  more  than  a  whole  universe  of  victories.  What  nonsense  of  barba- 
rian stupid  paganism. 

Can  any  be  found  so  stupid  as  to  believe  all  such,  an  extreme  universal  injuiy  to  be 
sustained,  when  attainable  by  more  appropriate  means? 

They  are  not  identified  with  any,  because  of  their  exclusive  peculiar  faith,  that 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  other  paganisms. 

If  they  were  not  superstitious,  as  all  pagan  sectarians  are,  they  could  not  be  ex- 
cluded out  of  the  family  of  mankind,  all  of  whom  are  most  deeply  interested  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  universal  brotherhood . 

They  must  give  up  their  abstract  notions  of  peculiar  faith  as  all  sectarians,  and  !mit<» 
with  aU  that  profess  rational  religion. 

They  must  acknowledge  that  their  pagan  forefathers  had  only  peculiar  faith  that  ex- 
cluded them  from  rational  religion,  or  the  true  God  of  principles  and  the  universe. 

The  bible  of  tradition  clashes  with  philosophical  principles,  above  all  with  the  bible 
of  mind,  the  true  friend  of  man,  to  be  fully  developed  in  fiiture  ages. 

Does  the  peculiar  faith  of  any  bible  of  tradition  agree  with  the  republican  constitu- 
tional principles,  as  now  advocated  ?      How,  then,  can  men  clash  as  they  do,  in  the 
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practice  of  them  as  recently  at  Rome  ?  The  fault  was  in  the  men,  not  in  the  prin- 
ciples. 

None  of  the  principles  of  the  one  Supreme  Being  clash  ;  if  they  did,  the  fault  lies 
in  the  interpretation  or  exposition,  that  is  certain. 

Superstitious  worship  of  any  kind  clashes  with  mind's  purest  offerings  in  its  most 
dignified  adoration. 

Are  the  worthy  followers  of  what  they  deem  the  true  faith  seeking  in  earnest,  to 
meet  all  points  for  the  morals  and  good  of  the  world  1  Will  they  learn  of  God  1  Then 
let  them  read  his  only  earthly  inspiration,  cause  and  effect. 

They  will  have  to  forsake  the  errors  of  the  bibles  of  tradition  ways,  and  adhere  to 
rational  bibles. 

But  the  mighty  talisman  of  this  bible  was,  the  divine  rights  of  kings  and  priests ! 

The  only  divine  rights,  after  God,  are  those  of  the  whole  people,  consecrated  by 
mind. 

Citizen  of  the  world,  there  is  danger  in  taking  any  such  authority  as  the  bibles  of 
tradition,  as  the  sole  rule  of  our  faith,  moral,  social  and  religious  practice.  We  must 
not  regard  any  statement  of  men,  when  their  object  is  to  be  attamed  at  the  disregard 
of  facts  and  truth.     Truth  is  omniootent  over  all  scriptures,  that  do  not  respect  it. 

Their  examples  are  heinous,  and  their  doctrines  poisonous. 

In  the  first  place,  God  is  horribly  insulted  by  imposition,  then  society  is  deceived  by 
a  loose  state  of  morals  and  untruth.  Then  came  the  dash,  hate,  wars,  conflicts,  and 
dangers  of  sects,  orders  of  peculiar  faith,  as  Judaism.  Those  of  Christ,  Mahomet, 
Smiths  and  tinkers. 

Thereby  the  great  truths  and  attributes  of  Almighty  God's  works  of  creation  are 
neglected  for  minor  points. 

Also,  the  value  of  mind,  that  should  be  ever  regarded  as  superior,  that  recognises  all 
creeds,  pretences,  policies,  opinions,  and  dogmas,  is  lost  sight  of  at  the  most  important 
time  of  man's  life,  and  the  world's  history,  when  its  faithful  and  manly  aid  is  needed  to 
oppose  all  these  vices  by  the  mighty  standard  that  God  has  reared,  reason,  that  can  only 
estimate  all  these  truly. 

Mind,  that  has  just  appreciated  the  mighty  dawn  of  the  world's  conservative  revolu- 
tion, is  banished  when  it  has  to  do  justice  to  its  potency,  virtue,  and  character,  excluding 
all  fanatic,  ignorant,  selfish,  and  contracted  views,  rearing  its  just,  wise,  and  enlightened 
cultivation  for  morals,  religion,  obedience  to  God's  justice,  instead  of  the  bigotry  of  his 
self-perverted  creatures. 

Do  we  need  proof  in  more  than  the  ordinary  occurrences  and  employment  of  life,  of 
mind's  universal  value,  power,  will,  and  paramount  functions? 

Then  take  your  own  bible  history,  absurd  as  it  is,  of  the  two  first  human  creatures  in 
the  garden  of  Eden,  and  undeniable  evidence  is  furnished  yourself  of  corruption,  from 
temptation  operating  on  these  two  ignorant  beings,  from  want  of  mind  to  appreciate 
future  evils  in  their  full  force  and  virtue,  and  want  of  firmness  in  those  minds  in  resist- 
ing the  inroads  of  invading  forces,  to  become  hostile  to  mind's  best  interests,  peace,  and 
aappiness. 

JBut  it  is  natural  for  opposition  to  the  bible  to  prevail.  So  say  its  advocates,  who 
pretend  that  infidelity  to  that  book  of  tradition  cannot  cease  till  all,  Jew  and  Gentile, 
are  converted  to  it ! 

That  will  never  be,  as  long  as  reverence  to  the  God  of  the  universe  is  paramount, 
and  as  long  as  he  is  Supreme. 

When  God  yields  supremacy,  then  the  world  will  yield  the  question,  and  chaos, 
physical  and  intellectual,  will  predominate. 

No  opposition  but  that  of  principles  is  effectual,  and  that  cannot  be  overcome.  As 
to  infidelity  to  the  bible  of  tradition,  that  is  fidelity  to  tiuth,  mind,  reason,  and  God. 
Infidelity,  then,  is  the  exclusive  property  of  the  bible  advocates. 

Has  fanaticism  any  reason,  any  honor  ? 

Some  think  that  the  Mosaic  law  is  the  general  law  of  the  land  and  nations. 

Did  the  Romans  adopt  that  law  for  the  hundreds  of  years  of  their  various  governments, 
consular  and  others  ? 

Did  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  of  the  Greeks,  of  the  Chinese,  derive  their 
origin  from  that  source  1 

Is  our  organic  law,  as  set  forth  in  the  principles  advocated  of  the  rights  of  sovereign 
citizens,  in  1776,  a  copy  of  the  Mosaic  law  ?  Are  the  modern  advocates  the  blindest  of 
the  blind,  to  pretend  to  all  this  ? 

We  must  allow  for  feudal  ages,  the  prevalence  of  tyrannical  times,  when  the  human 
mind  was  truly  enslaved,  more  or  less,  by  force  and  custom,  all  great  enslavers  still. 

Bat  how  far  is  this  degrading  vassalage  to  be  carried  ? 
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A  wise  selection  has  to  be  made  in  the  worlcPs  book,  to  bestow  the  proper  tribnte  to 
mind,  in  its  vast  and  prolific  power. 

Why  did  God  permit  his  Israelites,  who  were  his  peculiar  chosen  people  so  many  cen- 
turies, as  bigots  pretend,  to  be  out  of  the  pale  of  safety  ? 

All  this  betrays  imbecility  of  God,  were  it  not  the  stupid  imbecility  of  dramatic  prie&t- 
ocracy. 

It  is  the  picture  of  a  peculiar  god  painted  by  Judaism,  surely  and  truly  the  work  of 
craftship,  that  necessarily  betrays  itself. 

But  the  bibles  of  tradition  must  confirm  the  tradition.  If  they  be  unreasonable,  thry 
violate  truth,  and  cannot  be  God^s  works.     AH  such  do  violate  truth  most  abundantly. 

Wise  men  agree  in  condemning  such  bibles,  it  is  said.  Do  they  not  agree  in  other 
things  also  ? 

But  wisdom,  not  men,  must  speak.  It  is  not  opinion,  but  the  soundest  and  most 
truthful  facts  to  be  announced. 

If  any  bibles  stand  in  opposition  to  truth,  let  them  go,  as  they  cannot  rightfully  stand. 
Truth  must  and  will  annihilate  all  such,  their  originators  and  followers. 

We  all  are  interested  in  overthrowing  all  that  opposes  truth. 

The  greatest  usurpation  is  that  of  the  bible  of  tradition,  and  faith  that  it  originates  on 
God  and  mind. 

But  the  bibles  of-  tradition  have  stopped  human  sacrifices  with  savages !  And  intro- 
duced wholesale  butcheries  of  nations  instead. 

What  difference  does  it  make  to  arrest  individual  human  sacrificeB,  by  sacrifice  of  the 
people  by  thousands  to  establish  church  rites  and  despotism,  that  outraged  the  continenta 
of  the  world  by  dispensations  of  their  people  and  their  lands  ? 

"  Prideaux  is  of  opinion,  that  Ezra  made  additions  in  several  parts  of  the  bible,  where 
anything  appeared  necessary  for  illustrating,  connecting,  or  completing  the  works;  in 
which  he  appears  to  have  been  assisted  by  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  were  at  first 
written." 

"  To  the  same  cause,  our  learned  author  thinks,  are  to  be  attributed  many  other  inter- 
polations in  the  bible,  wliich  created  difficulties  and  objections  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
sacred  text,  no  ways  to  be  solved  without  allowing  them." — Buck^s  Dictionary, 

Sacred  text  is  it,  that  is  fixed  up  as  suited  the  priestocracy  ? 

Is  the  constitution  of  our  United  States  due  to  the  priestocracy  system,  that  deprives 
tlie  people  of  their  sovereign  rights?  of  constitutional  liberty? 

Say,  do  not  the  lights  of  American  intellect  reflect  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty 
God  of  the  universe,  operating  on  mind  ? 

Is  the  civil  law  of  Louisiana,  adopted  as  the  Roman  law,  due  to  the  narrow  con- 
tracted code  of  Moses,  or  the  fabricators  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation  ? 

But  if  we  take  the  bible  of  tradition  away,  we  can  have  no  system  of  religion. 

Our  answer  is,  that  with  that,  or  any  bible  of  tradition,  we  have  no  system  at  all  of 
religion ! 

In  fact,  mind  is  the  only  example  of  laws  of  inspiration,  and  the  progress  of  miod 
proves  the  progress  of  inspiration. 

We  will  thus  have  the  only  and  best  system  of  religion,  all  that  is  legitimate,  that 
flows  from  the  inspiration  of  mind,  and  is  hallowed  by  reason,  inspiration,  and  rational 
religion. 

Ours  will  be  the  only  moral  law,  resulting  directly  from  conservative  principles,  and 
as  to  society  flying  to  atoms  and  fragments,  all  the  ffood  citizens,  from  sense  of  mental 
safety,  will  feel  bound  to  fly  to  wise  and  adhere  to  fundamental  laws.  Society  will  be 
thus  properly  cemented. 

Our  laws,  defective  as  the  basis  now  in  existence,  are  for  the  good  of  society,  and  are 
upheld  by  the  redeeming  sense  of  citizens  good  and  true. 

None  of  our  laws  can  be  essentially  sustained,  unless  upheld  by  mind  and  reason. 
Bibles  cannot,  when  they  controvert  principles. 

Essential  good  and  wise  legislation  will  be  more  important,  and  better  executed,  with- 
out so  much  curse  of  society,  respect  to  persons,  by  combination  and  collusion. 

The  prompt  equity  of  the  admiralty  couirts  takes  its  character  from  the  civil  law,  and 
invalidates  any  pretended  opposition  as  nugatory. 

All  such  flourished,  by  the  magnanimity  of  mmd. 

The  copyists  of  bible  traditions  reverse  this  noble  quality,  and  honor  not  God  of 
Mind,  but  the  little  gods  of  men-dreamers. 

Mind  accepts,  on  the  highest  of  all  earthly  authorities,  fortified  by  religion,  a  God 
worthy  of  contemplation,  reverence,  and  adoration,  that  rules  out  bibles  of  traditions, 
bringing  forward  myths  of  most  disreputable  degradation.  Rational  mind  is  subhmely 
the  master  of  the  whole  theatre,  and  the  master  of  impeachment. 
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It  seeks  to  supersede,  as  impeached  most  justly,  that  bible,  with  better  social,  all  re- 
ligions principles,  having  no  sectarian  and  bigoted  quality,  but  to  be  put  on  their  merits, 
and  to  be  self-condemned,  if  on  their  demerits,  for  such  is  rational  religion. 

All  will  feel  bound  to  do  all  things  rightful,  as  self-agency  of  mind  is  constantly  recog- 
nised, and  the  original  is  presented  from  a  living  God,  for  mind  to  imitate. 

All  have  to  be  made  sensible,  on  the  highest  basis  of  appreciation,  that  all  that  com- 
mit errors  have  to  suffer  equivalent  penalties. 

This  doctrine  truly  inculcates  on  all  strict  accountability,  and  holds  all  amenable,  and 
exempts  none — ^predestinarians,  universalists,  atheists,  deists,  or  polytheists — who  arc 
completely  estopped  thereby,  and  by  no  other. 

This  is  the  real  and  only  compact  that  the  God  of  the  universe  has  vouchsafed  to  man. 
Id  the  deepest  wisdom  let  it  be  read,  and  subscribed  to  by  humanity. 

The  greatest  proof  is  brought,  that  principles  hold  mind  all  the  time  accountable,  the 
more  free-agency  is  permitted,  and  reason  makes  it  responsible  to  the  laws  of  justice  on 
earth,  and  the  God  of  Mercy  in  the  universe. 

Reason,  that  is  rational  thought  and  action  of  mind,  tells  man,  that  if  he  seek  to  di- 
verge from  the  path  of  rectitude,  in  duty  to  God  and  men,  propriety  of  conduct  in 
society,  honesty  in  morals,  with  less  than  truth  on  his  lips,  and  sincerity  in  his  mind, 
that  he  is  gone  to  paths  of  perdition  in  sin  and  degradation,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  be 
lost  and  undone  for  time  and  a  part  at  least  of  eternity,  or  lost,  to  a  difficult  point  to  re- 
cover from,  on  this  sphere. 

But  how  shall  the  world  reach  this  supreme  and  independent  tuition  1 

With  supreme  care,  by  the  lights  of  mind,  uniformly  brought  to  all  minds,  and  not 
left  to  contingency. 

By  whom  ?  By  the  faithful  parents,  friends,  and  guardians  of  the  individuals,  by  the 
wisest  statesmen  of  the  state,  at  reason's  dawn. 

Wliose  word  shall  it  be  1    That  of  the  Almighty  Creator. 

We  must  analyze  the  nature  of  mind,  to  know  the  whole  capacity,  the  results  and  due 
progress. 

dying  a  right  foundation,  "»e  can  then  proceed  more  speedily  and  safely. 

But  has  not  all  this  been  a  slow  process  1 

It  is  the  only  safe  and  sure  position,  as  it  is  the  base.  Purity  in  principle  will  best 
insure  safety  in  the  result. 

The  bible  of  tradition  is  not  the  book  for  the  enlightened  eye  of  science  and  philoso- 
'  y,  of  government  and  of  morals. 

When  it  was  written,  thosts  that  could  read  and  write  were  considered  highly  giAed, 
and  endowed  with  peculiar  privileges,  if  not  with  pretended  inspirations.  These  mind- 
privileges  were  not  diffused  among  the  people. 

It  was  an  endowTnent  for  the  learned,  especially  the  priests,  the  so-called  sacred  de- 
positories of  tho  so-called  sacred  records.  The  very  word  hieroglyphics  defipes  a 
meaning  of  sacred  symbols. 

Let  intelligent  freemen  amend  all  such,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  put  an  end  to 
this  imposition. 

The  bible  betrays  deepest  ignorance  of  commonplace  principles  ;  a  book  that  should 
have  blessed  mankind  in  the  mighty  benefits  of  God,  had  it  not  been  endowed  with  the 
curses  of  man. 

Is  all  this  book-suplrstition  to  bo  kept  up,  from  no  cause  of  absolute  good  that  it,  the 
book,  does  ? 

The  understanding  can  never  be  perfected  to  wisdom  under  such  dominion,  for 
sophistry  predominates,  and  arbitrarily  rules  ;  consequently  mind  and  reason  are  badly 
tyrannized  over. 

Tradition  is  a  matter  of  false  pretences,  and  speculation,  if  it  do  not  rest  on  the  facts 
of  truth,  that  looks  to  purity  of  reason ;  therefore  tradition  must  be  rational,  to  be 
worthy  of  the  credence  of  rational  minds. 

How  does  the  bible-god  stand  before  the  august  presence  of  the  God  of  nature,  cre- 
ator of  the  universe  ? 

No  wonder  the  charlatan  priestocracy  were  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  light  that 
eclipsed  their  absurd  darkness,  when  they  placed  the  balance  of  creation  to  be  mere 
lights  to  this  little  earth !     What  a  miserable  idea ! 

No  wonder  they  betrayed  themselves  in  disposition  of  mind,  whose  highest  dignity 
they  betrayed  by  dealing  with  the  devil,  the  father  of  falsehoods  all  their  own. 
•     They,  in  all  their  interlinkings  of  self-interest  for  thousands  of  years,  have  never 
raised  the  voice  of  reason  to  enlighten  mind  about  the  miserable  legends,  but  have 
reached  farther  and  farther  into  this  wretched  quagmire. 

Their  tradition  affects  a  curse  by  prophecy  on  one  of  the  sons  of  Noah  forever  I 
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What  miserable  degradation  and  corruption  ! 

What  standard  curse  has  nature  ? 

But  you  say  that  you  cannot  permit  yourself  to  doubt  of  the  authenticity  of  the  bible 
01  tradition.  Is  this  the  safe  way,  or  the  intention  of  mind,  thus  to  act  with  passiYe* 
ness  in  any  life-question — to  waive  necessary  inquiry,  or  to  crush  its  falsity  ?  That  is 
not  religion. 

Will  you  disregard  the  necessary  precautions  in  a  matter  most  paramount,  as  it  is, 
beyond  all  questions,  to  be  investigated,  whether  official,  genuine  or  spurious. 

13ut  what  test  have  we  as  to  this  mighty  question  ?  The  only  test  at  the  tribunal  of 
the  beneficiary  mind,  by  a  free,  enlightened  and  rational  discussion,  that  necessarily 
leads  to  the  adoption  of  whatever  is  right,  and  excluding  all  of  mind's  perversions. 

Whatever  God  ordained  is  right,  and  what  that  is,  mind  must  inquire  truthfully,  not 
with  sophistry  to  decide  in  bad  faith,  tory  to  God. 

But  you  may  pretend  that  the  mysteries  of  that  bible  may  not  be  for  mind. 

That  is  one  of  many  reasons  of  its  own  impeachment  and  self-condemnation. 

It  is  not  possible  that  the  wisest  being,  God,  could  have  given  mysteries  to  tlie  world 
when  he  desired  the  strictest  obedience  to  his  word,  that  had  necessarily  to  be  divested 
of  all  mysteries  to  be  plain  enough  to  be  understood  by  mind  ;  therefore,  also,  as  man- 
kind perverts  bibles  of  words,  God  put  his  word  into  his  works,  that  cannot  be  mistaken 
nor  successfully  perverted  by  man. 

It  takes  rational  minds  and  the  best  reason  to  divest  ignorance  of  her  mysteries,  the 
only  ones  known. 

None  but  the  wilful  blind  can  avoid  seeing ;  none  but  the  wilful  ignorant  can  deny 
this. 

But  then  you  demand  a  code  of  morals  for  your  children  and  family,  the  world. 

To  whom  can  you  permit  the  guidance  of  your  children  but  to  God,  whose  guardian- 
ship is  supreme  by  principles  ] 

But  a  code  of  rational  mind  will  insure  them  this,  and  prove  that  the  unprincipled 
always  get  into  difficulties. 

The  bible  of  Judaism  inconsistently  makes  God  changeable,  an  utter  impossibility, 
as  God,  from  his  character  as  God,  consents  to  be  immutable  by  principles,  that  are  im- 
mutable as  truth,  virtue,  &c. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  last,  because  they  have  propagated  doctrines  to  the  support 
of  absolute  governments,  and  its  advocates  help  to  promote  union  of  church  and  state. 
Such  is  an  interested  and  corrupt  policy. 

The  design  is  to  embrace  the  worldly  interests,  and  influence  the  feelings  of  tlie 
advocates. 

Their  sophistry,  though  Jesuitical  and  subtle,  is  too  glaring  to  pass  unnoticed  by  the 
mind  of  intelligence. 

That  they  should  attempt  to  portray  the  mighty  character  of  God,  and  libel  it  in  its 
essentials,  at  once  condemns  them  all  to  utter  contempt,  as  all  vain,  if  mind  itself  were 
not  adequate  to  its  functions ! 

No  form  of  priestcraft  faith,  however  upheld  by  all  such  bibles,  can  be  right,  as  no 
pure  religion  can  flourish  in  the  world,  its  theatre,  destitute  of  constitutional  religious 
freedom,  no  more  than  a  union  of  free  states  can  have  a  freedom  of  government  in  a 
central  power  of  any  one  of  them. 

Strange  to  say,  that  God^s  peculiar  people  should  suffer  the  tinivcrsal  evils  of  the 
world,  as  all  other  people,  and  should  be  peculiarly  excluded  from  the  so  called  Savior's 
blessing,  for  the  whole  time,  from  the  first  moment  to  the  present.     How  is  this '] 

No  sophistry  can  avail  with  the  magnificent  author  of  munificence,  the  only  imperial 
supreme  in  his  genuine  sublimity.  Any  people  that  was  the  peculiar  favorite  of  the 
God  o(  the  universe,  must  have  had  a  peculiar  organization.  Did  the  Jews  have  such  1 
Then  of  course  they  were  never  the  peculiar  favorites,  as  their  whole  history  proves 
most  conclusively. 

They  merely  had  a  peculiar  god,  as  all  their  cotemporaries,  and  from  that  peculiar 

S»d,  have  been  formed  other  peculiar  gods,  endowed  with  the  name  of  trinity,  the 
ahometans.  Mormons,  &c. 

There  can  be  no  direct  inspiration  of  providence,  except  through  the  best  agency  of 
mind  in  principles  that  directly  represent  Deity. 

Has  Moses  violated  truth  and  honesty,  the  two  first  principles  of  religion  ?  if  so,  hr 
is  unworthy  the  confidence  of  mankind. 

It  is  proved  that  he  has  put  himself  in  this  category.  Much  more  then,  is  the  work 
growing  out  of  it. 

The  first  duty  of  the  bible-advocates,  is  to  prove  its  authenticity,  as  carrying  all  other 
proofs  to  mind's  conviction,  conversion  and  adoption. 
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In  defence  of  such  bibles,  the  present  age  mnst  see  silence  or  sophistry. 

But  what  good  will  it  do  to  discard  and  impeach  the  bibles  of  tradition  ? 

As  much  good  as  any  world-benefit,  becanse  we  have  thereby,  religion  for  peculiar 
faith,  the  G<ra  of  nature  for  impostors,  and  then  our  preachers  will  be  of  and  for  the 
people,  not  of  and  for  themselves,  and  the  people  can  institute  lectures  on  the  science 
and  philosophy  of  man's  duty  and  religion,  inculcated  by  wise  legislation,  morality, 
truth,  honesty  and  virtues. 

All  rationsd  minds  must  seek  to  exclude  such  books,  because  they  are  in  anta^nism 
to  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  that  inculcates  monotheism,  that  seeks  to  take  the  shade 
and  shadow  of  meanness  out  of  human  nature,  and  elevate  it  to  its  best  attainable 
character. 

Can  conclaves  of  men  at  councils,  vote  out  the  authentic  from  the  genuine  books, 
centuries  after  the  matter  is  said  to  have  transpired  ?  All  that  they  can  do  on  all  such 
occasions,  backed  by  all  the  world-emperors,  is  to  smuggle  false  bibles  of  absolutism. 

This  bible  has  the  most  outrageous  and  vicious  toryism  to  obsolete  and  exploded 
dogmas,  on  the  divine  rights  of  the  people,  and  causes  its  worst  errors  to  be  a  miserable 
and  horrible  fixture  on  mind's  progress,  constituting  an  incurable  evil. 

Mind  that  does  not  progress,  must  retrograde,  therefore  the  sooner  we  get  rid  of  such 
corruption,  the  better. 

Take  the  texts,  contexts,  whole  chapters,  the  whole  book,  all,  to  give  the  fairest, 
best  exposition,  and  it  excludes  itself  without  redemption. 

What  a  libel  on  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  permfts  any  people  to  merit  their  own 
destiny,  and  govern  it  for  the  better.     He  could  not  be  God,  otherwise. 

But  what  a  god  does  Judaism  create  ! 

Mind,  to  be  a  free  agent  under  its  circumstances,  looks  back  to  the  past,  observes  the 
present,  and  contemplates  the  future. 

Let  none  wonder  at  the  false  pretences  of  the  bibles  of  tradition,  made  so  by  the 
priestocracy  and  its  minions  of  the  present  day. 

What  was  the  most  of  ancient  history,  but  U  compound  of  truth  and  fiction,  before 
printing  1 

Even  now,  it  is  most  difficult  to  separate  the  two,  so  much  does  self-interest  degrade 
it  by  sophistic. 

The  Jews  have  been  forced  into  their  belief  by  all  the  peculiar  powers  that  can  in- 
fluence man,  and  yet  a  part  of  the  Jews  feel  under  little  obligations  to  it  as  religion, 
and  as  to  returning  to  Jerusalem,  some  of  them  laugh  at  that  idea. 

The  prophecy  i£out  Ishmael  at  once  cuts  down  the  prophecy  of  every  knee  bowing 
to  Christ,  for  that  involves  love  and  peace  of  all  mankind,  not  hatred  and  war,  much 
less  piracy  and  degradation.  This  all  proves  how  ineflfably  stupid  were  the  bible- 
mongers. 

But  who  were  the  Ishmaelites  1 

The  proof  of  ancient  genealogy  by  Moses,  is  analogous  to  ail  prophecy  of  the  eternal 
freehola  inheritance  of  the  Jews. 

Now  the  king  of  Muscat,  part  of  Arabia,  recently,  like  a  perfect  gentleman,  though 
Mahometan,  cultivated  the  friendship  of  these  states  of  America,  having  a  different 
faith. 

This  does  not  show  a  deadly  hostility  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  excludes  the 
bible^s  prophecy. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  bible's  not  teaching  astronomy,  geology,  phrenolo^,  eth- 
nology, or  psychology,  but  to  its  misteaching,  or  teaching  them  wrong,  as  the  bible  was 
written  by  men  for  priestocracy  very  ignorant  of  science. 

The  mind  of  analysis  is  needed  for  improvement  of  mankind  by  science,  and  will 
exclude  the  bible,  as  it  must  respect  truth  before  the  bible. 

All  the  prodigies,  as  crossing  the  Red  Sea,  the  food  of  manna,  all  must  be  taken  in  a 
priestocracy  sense. 

I  would  quote  an  article  about  manna  now  found,  but  it's  of  no  use,  as  no  sane  intelli- 
gent mind  can  believe  any  bible  of  tradition  worth  more  than  the  currency  of  priestoc- 
racy. 

We  cannot  rely  on  the  bible  as  a  correct  history,  much  less  a  safe  system  of  religion, 
for  various  reasons. 

'•  The  precise  number  of  the  Hebrew  manuscripte  of  the  Old  Testament  is  unknown ; 
those  written  before  the  years  seven  hundred,  or  eight  hundred,  it  is  supposed  were 
destroyed  by  some  decree  of  the  Jewish  senate,  on  account  of  their  numerous  difler- 
ences  from  the  copies  then  declared  genuine.  Those  which  exist  in  the  present,  were 
all  written  out  between  the  years  one  thousand  and  fourteen  hundred  and  fifly-nine." 

Chronology  is  very  difierent  in  the  bibles. 
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This  is  a  fine  thing  for  reyelation  and  inspirations,  and  proclaims  a  corraptioo  too 
potent  for  rational  beings  to  receive  as  rational  faith. 

As  to  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  the  preacher  can  make  oo  successful  point 
But  what  shall  we  gain  to  discard  that  book  of  books  ? 

Instead  of  the  fourth  part  of  a  dwarfed  peculiar  god,  we  obtain  the  Almighty  God  of 
the  universe ;  and  in  place  of  puny  mental  nurses  about  man^s  footsteps  where  they  urc 
not  wanting,  we  are  put  in  the  right  views,  and  possess  the  pow^er  and  majesty  of  Deity 
exclusively,  that  give  the  power  and  majesty  of  mind,  that  is  thereby  entitled  to  its  icl! 
dignify  on  its  worth  and  merit. 

What,  if  you  displace  the  bible,  would  you  do  with  the  people,  the  majority  of  whom 
are  so  vicious  and  ignorant  ? 

It  is  useless,  then,  to  retain  the  bible  of  tradition  in  this  condition  of  things,  that  a(i<l^ 
to  the  amount  of  ignorance  and  superstition. 

Every  man  ought  to  help  support  the  proper  demands  of  the  conmiunity,  hence,  he 
should  expel  all  nuisances.     What  greater  can  there  be  than  these  bibles  ? 

All  rational  minds  will  then  be  necessarily  referred  to  the  best  representation,  and 
seek  out  the  best  mental  government,  as  was  done  so  brilliantly  for  freemen*s  orgaoic 
laws  in  1776,  by  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  wisest  legislation  should  be  called  for,  and  that  too,  to  rule  out  all  odious  vices 
on  the  best  conservative  principles. 

Ennoble  your  own  free  institutions.  Teach  the  people  to  rely  on  their  own  elements 
of  power,  greatness  and  capitaf,  principles  and  intellect,  that  combine  best  for  best 
power. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  is  the  only  inspiration  of  God. 

This  can  fulfil  the  faithful  performance  of  all  trusts,  as  guardians  of  all  agencies. 

Identified  with  its  own  best  interests  and  feelings,  it  has  no  subterfuges,  whereas  one 
subterfuge  of  the  bible  of  tradition  has  produced  very  many  to  support  the  first.  Thtre 
is  no  end  to  its  false  faiths,  creeds,  and  notions.     Their  name  is  legion. 

Mind^s  free  agency  under  the  bible  of'  rational  mind,  then  carries  its  own  responsi- 
"bility  for  mind^s  management,  and  mind  approaches  Deity  by  his  only  dispensatioD,  it^ 
own  proper  elevation  and  dignity. 

Under  this  basis,  sectarianism  cannot  arise,  as  the  principles  that  direct  education 
cause  rational  religion,  that  is  the  same  with  Jew  and  Gentile,  Christian  and  Maboinc- 
tan,  whose  names  are  lost,  and  whose  union  is  blended  into  one  universal  brotherhood. 

Are  you  right  or  wrong,  then  recur  to  your  self-examining  rational  mind,  that  tcHs : 
the  bible  cannot,  for  that  of  tradition  is  conceived  in  fraud  and  written  in  ignorance,  by 
the  writers  who  excluded  most  stupidly,  God's  conservative  principles,  superceding 
them,  as  all  mythologists,  by  material  beings  as  angels,  messiahs,  prophets,  and  priests. 

The  whole  contour  of  all  such  bibles,  decides  most  conclusively  their  own  death- 
warrants,  as  they  are  clothed  in  the  stupid  habiliments  of  ignorance,  error,  and  abomi- 
nations  of  priestocracy. 

Where  would  be  the  creation,  but  for  those  principles  ? 

How  can  mind  be  corrected,  by  as  corrupt  a  basis  as  this  bible  ? 

It  gives  us  the  most  erroneous  views  of  God  and  his  works. 

What  tinkers  of  mind,  and  what  libelers  of  God  these  writers  ! 

It  affects  to  give  a  correction  of  God's  own  w^orks,  and  pretends  to  his  dispensations. 

It  most  absurdly  undertakes  to  account  for  a  universal  deluge,  to  destroy  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  except  a  priest  and  his  sons  with  their  families.    The  worst  of  all. 

How  preposterous  indeed :  what  absurdity  this  bible. 

The  first  dispensation  is  murderous  indeea. 

Its  second  dispensation  presents  a  miserable  state  of  crime  still.  To  support  its  vile 
pretensions,  the  worst  murders  were  perpetrated. 

And  after  eighteen  centuries  we  have  not  reached  their  end,  nationally  or  individually 

Forty  thousand  bayonets,  even  in  this  civilized  age,  are  aroused  to  butcher  at  its 
command  the  sons  of  freedom.  Will  the  world  never  be  free  from  the  ignominious, 
degraded  bible  of  tradition  ?    Can  history  begin  to  describe  its  horrid  iniquities  ? 

And  is  this  the  religion  of  mind,  that  mind  revolts  at  ? 

No  wonder  that  the  priests  and  preachers  eschew  science  and  philosophy,  in  its  dis- 
cussions. 

Their  sophistry  and  proscription  now,  are  equal  to  their  bloody  bigotry  of  past  pirati- 
cal ages. 

A  witness  that  lies  so  generally,  is  excluded  from  his  testimony  in  an  honorable  court 
•of  conscience. 

As  to  the  opinion  of  part  of  the  world,  that  the  bible  of  tradition  is  the  word  of  God« 
the  whole  world  mast  look  at  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  whole  question. 
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*Fhe  bible,  all  rational  beings  will  acknowledge,  without  much  inyestigation,  Is  paitially 
Belf-evicted  for  falsehooda,  and  we  have  to  exclude  the  whole,  not  a  part,  ae  when  a 
^witness  knowingly  perjures  himself,  he  is  to  be  ejected.  It  is  not  to  select  three  points 
of  four  that  are  suspicious,  but  in  all  such  pretences  reject  the  whole  as  tainted.  The 
bible  is  the  child  of  perjary. 

But  then,  we  are  not  to  be  met  with  the  foolish  and  absurd  false  pretence,  that 
nothing  is  impossible  with  God.  The  peculiar  dramatists  of  a  pecutiar  people,  cau 
violate  all  rational  principles,  and  yet  the  minions  of  absolutism  are  green  enough  to 
believe  any  falsehood. 

The  physiology  that  rational  beings  recognise  on  this  earth,  is  the  work  of  the  God 
of  nature  who  does  not  violate  his  own  principles  that  are  conservative  thereof;  if  he 
did  he  would  be  a  peculiar  god,  but  that  he  cannot  be,  as  he  is  the  God  of  the  universe, 
that  the  bible-writers  did  not  know  at  all. 

Man  would  have  to  have  a  peculiar  organization,  to  meet  the  peculiar  views  of  the 
bible. 

Part  of  the  peculiar  priestocracy  have  lied  their  bible  into  existence,  and  othera  hare 
had  to  lie  its  present  maintenance.  Besides  all  this,  the  powers  of  absolute  govern- 
ments, kings  and  monarchs,  have  disgracefully  aided  in  all  the  abominable  baseness  of 
its  continuance,  abetting  the  degraded  priestocracy  in  luxury  and  pomp,  on  tiie  property 
of  the  people,  and  corrupting  the  minds  of  the  world  in  all  its  circles. 

Can  such  a  violator  of  morals  and  truths  of  science  be  a  safe  pilot  for  conscience, 
that  if  not  a  free  agent,  must  be  deadened  to  all  sense  of  shame  and  ignominy. 

When  conscience  is  drilled  and  trained  by  this  bible  code,  God  help  the  free 
agency. 

Its  legitimacy  is  odious  vassalage. 

No  wonder  at  this  day,  that  its  advocates,  butchers  of  the  human  fkmily  by  whole* 
sale,  in  the  midst  of  the  divine  rights  of  the  people,  rouse  up  sister  republican  nations 
against  each  other,  because  of  a  different  peculiar  ^ith. 

Where  is  the  first  principle  displayed  by  them,  of  rational  religion  ? 

A  high  sense  of  duty  is  necessary  for  elevation  of  religious  character,  a4l  that  has 
to  ever  respect  truth,  the  free  principles  of  which  ever  survive  and  can  never  be  extin- 
guished, as  long  as  the  universe  exists. 

All  such  guarantee  the  people's  best  happiness,  and  all  constitutional  and  essential 
rights,  for  the  best  inherent  reputation,  and  will  leave  to  no  man  or  set  of  men  under 
any  devices  of  power,  the  dictation  of  any  opinion  except  in  accordance  with  principle. 

Eloquence  cannot  justify  the  bibles  of  tradition,  for  truth  is  absent,  and  conscience  is 
excluded. 

How  many  bibles  were  made  at  various  councils,  as  at  that  of  Nice  ?  Of  course, 
was  not  man  the  maker  ?  As  the  advocates  of  the  'bible  assume  it  to  be  the  organ  of 
(iodf  it,  as  well  as  all  its  knowing  supporters,  should  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  all 
the  abuses  resulting  therefrom. 

It  presents  disorganizations  in  morals,  mind  and  social  governments,  all  over  the 
world.     It  pits  one  faith  against  another. 

Its  errors  in  peculiar  faith  produce  serious  evils  in  bad  government,  all  of  which 
must  end. 

The  faith  coming  by  its  persuasion  must  be  sophisticated  to  snit  the  perverted  testk 
monies. 

Wliat  particular  fall  of  man  can  there  be,  when  there  can  be  no  Satan  or  evO  genius 
to  tempt  beyond  perverted  mind,  that  is  not  peculiar  but  universal,  unless  corrected  by 
particular  exertions  ? 

Man  overcomes  the  difficulties  of  his  nature  in  the  universe,  especially  those  of  igno* 
ranee,  by  the  light  of  science  that  exalteth  mind. 

Alienation  from  God  can  be  only  mastered  by  the  very  best  efforts  of  mind  in 
resignation  to  his  supremacy,  that  records  God's  divine  will  and  purpose. 

It  is  by  the  lights  of  rational  mind  that  he  overcomes  all  the  vagaries  of  superstition, 
and  its  mercenary  faith,  that  pretends  to  mysteries  and  miracles,  that  would  upset  the 
globe  for  natural  causes,  that  enlightened  philosophy  recognises  through  good  sense. 

The  whole  bible  category  resolves  itself  most  positively  into  the  highest  principles, 
of  the  proper  position  of  which  it  is  not  a  competent  witness. 

In  morals,  laws  and  religion,  rationalists  must  know  where  is  mind,  God's  inamediato 
representative. 

Our  laws  are  taken  from  pagan  codes  in  part,  as  from  Rome,  but  all  from  mind. 

Whence  the  Mosaic  laws  but  from  the  first  same  source,  after  all  the  false  pretences^ 
and  probably  commg  through  dozens  of  nations  % 

This  bible  forever  inculcates  sectarianism,  because  it  portrays  the  disdnct  separafciiptt 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


W2  RATIOSTAL  RELIGION  Am>  MORALSL 

of  the  Jewish  nation,  that  selfishly  affected  to  be  the  chosen  people  of  God,  (has 
making  him  a  peculiar  god  of  this  world. 

Its  separation  causes  the  followers  to  separate  from'  the  people  of  the  world.  What 
can  be  worse  1 

What  knowledge  had  the  prophets  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ? 

What  kind  of  benevolence  and  good  morals  can  such  bibles  foster,  that  offer  no  secu- 
rity to  the  sovereign  people,  but  invade  their  rights  through  an  ignoble  priestocracy  ? 

Where  the  biUes  of  tradition  prevail,  unless  their  abuse  be  counteracted  by  organic 
laws  of  mind,  there  we  see  superstition,  bigotry  and  persecution. 

When  mind  does  not  rescue  itself  by  its  own  intrinsic  powers,  we  may  see  persons  of 
all  ages  and  both  sexes  destroyed  for  witches,  and  sectarianism  triumphant,  and  exclud- 
ing professors  of  other  peculiar  faith  by  the  rigors  of  state-faith  despotism. 

Unless  the  light  of  mind  progresses  by  the  school-house,  the  press  and  free  rational 
discusMon,  peculiar  faith,  however  exploded  and  obsolete,  stfll  nrevails. 

As  to  God's  inspiration,  science,  philosophy  and  truth  can  best  invoke  all  available 
for  individuals,  nations  and  the  world. 

After  all  the  efforts  of  the  multitude  of  absolutism  that  have  had  their  hands-on  the 
bible  of  tradition,  none  can  give  us  trustworthy  proofs  of  God's  supernatoral  inspiration. 

All  are  a  complete  failure. 

Revelation,  as  it  is  called,  is  too  meagre  for  God's  word,  as  it  stops  short  of  history, 
most  important  to  man,  as  it  has  not  upheld  the  character  of  any  of  its  heroes  or  me^ 
siah  above  that  of  mortals,  presenting  them  as  jugglers,  and  impostors,  unable  to  speak 
but  the  language  of  the  priestocracy,  and  incompetent  to  comprehend  the  science  of 
principles  of  the  God  of  nature.     That  is  too  bad  for  teachers  of  the  world. 

It  has  been  the  means  of  abuse,  that  enabled  bigoted  princes  to  apply  their  power, 
subservient  to  the  church,  and  subversive  of  the  people's  rights. 

The  horrid  machinery  of  the  papal  hierarchy  to  put  down  opposition  ta  the  obsolete 
bible,  is  jeproachful  to  intelligent  minds. 

She  has  sold  the  most  revdting  indulgences,  and  licensed  the  «ost  atrocious  crimes, 
for  a  sui]0of  money. 

She  conmiands  a  blind  and  implicit  faith  about  the  messiah,  and  perpetrates  the  most 
gxievous  iniquities  for  the  institution  of  her  avarice  and  ambition. 

Much  of  ^e  past  history  emanated  from  dark  ages  of  barbarism. 

We  ask  the  effort  of  the  pure  and  intelligent  to  rescue  the  balance  from  superstitious 
feudalism  and  vassalage. 

Truth,  honesty,  justice  and  integrity,  universally  and  forever,  by  the  refulgent  light 
of  mind,  cultivated  in  the  principles  of  liberty,  philosophy  and  science,  will  advance, 
and  all  the  legitimate  efforts  of  genius  and  mind  will  be  recognised  on  the  globe,  and  thus 
reflect  on  all  preceding  barbarians  who  have  adopted  all  the  machinery  of  priestocracy. 

The  ample  revelations  of  time  alone,  the  only  true  teacher,  present  the  highest  proof 
of  the  utter  incompetency  of  all  bibles  of  tradition  meeting  the  wants  of  the  moral  and 
relijrious  worid. 

Their  defect  is  proved  relatively  to  their  writers'  defects. 

All  created  minds  are  the  beneficiaries  of  their  Creator,  who  b  omnipresent  and 
almighty,  and  requires  them  to  look  at  all  faith  through  truth,  not  the  idle  opinions  o» 
interested  men,  ignorant  and  prejudiced. 

What  does  the  intelligent  world  want  with  effete  works  of  tradition  ? 

All  such  bibles  were  written  by  half  civilized  people,  and  are  now  utterly  nnfit  f^r 
cultivated  minds  of  this  age,  time,  and  country.     They  are  obsolete. 

It  conclusively  demonstrates  that  bible  revelation  is  behind  science,  to  which,  as  the 
pure  revelation  of  God,  it  had  been  certainly  equal.  Such  bad  been  the  science  of 
sciences. 

Now,  had  any  revelation  been  by  divine  power,  assuredly  his  omniscience  would  have 
appreciated  all  this,  and  had  the  whole  completely  right 

It  would  have  taught  the  purest  morals,  and  the  sublimest  principles  universally 
admitted.  . 

Religion  is  exact  science,  and  nothing  less ;  yet  nothing  kills  any  such  book  witi» 
more  certainty  than  her  revelations. 

What  fatal  absurdities  about  the  solar  system,  that  use  up  the  old  exploded  book  roost 
awfully,  as  well  as  all  the  abominable  priestocracy,  so  impious  to  impose  it,  so  blasphe- 
mous to  publish  it  as  God's  work.  . 

Of  all  the  foolish  and  degraded  thoughts,  the  idea  of  the  sun  going  round  all  ws 
planets  at  the  same  time,  instead  of  their  revolving  at  one  and  the  same  time  arouDotne 
great  centre,  and  on  themselves,  is  enough  to  blast  this  ignorant  and  abominable  body 
of  pret^nden  for  a  day  after  eternity,  if  possible. 
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A«d  with  all  this  load  of  folly  and  consequent  cuilt,  will  any  rational  being  pretend  to 
Uj>hold  It  ?     Will  any  half-witted  honest  mind  believe  it  ? 

The  leaves  of  the  great  book,  geology,  pnt  down  all  such  bibles. 

Which  was  written  first  ?  Geology.  Who  wrote  geology  1  The  God  of  the  uni- 
verse. 

Wlio  wrote  the  bibles  of  tradition? 

The  most  contemptible  of  priests. 

For  what  purpose  was  geology  written  ? 

To  promote  the  sublime  conceptions  and  purposes  of  the  mighty  Creator  of  the  uni- 
verse. 

For  what  purpose  were  the  bibles  of  tradition  written  ? 

For  corruption  and  perversion  of  mind. 

All  are  to  force  peculiar  faiths,  that  are  all  of  the  same  family,  founded  by  ignoble 
priests,  only  differing  as  they  build  successive  stories,  as  that  of  Judaism  on  the  v  edas 
and  ancient  systems  of  the  east,  that  of  Christianity  on  the  first,  that  of  Mahometanism 
on  both  the  last,  that  of  Mormonism  on  the  same. 

God^s  universe  is  doubtlessly  inhabited,  as  nothing  has  been  made  in  vain  by  him. 
Will  it  ever  be  destroyed  ?    It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  such  a  thing. 

Matter  cannot  he  annihilated,  but  gravitation,  a  conservative  principle  of  solar  systems, 
wiU  be  deranged  by  the  tinkering  of  man,  who  will  destroy  the  people  with  the  earth 
to  promote  bibles  of  tradition. 

Geology  proves  creation,  that  gave  regular  gradations  of  the  earth's  investiture, 
in  elevation,  in  the  simplest  te  the  most  complex,  up  to  man  ;  and  his  representative, 
mind,  is  in  progressive  improvement  by  all  the  developments  of  pure  history. 

But  look  at  die  light  of  the  gospel  i 

It  found  Rome  flourishing  abundantly,  and  so  far  from  advancing  the  light  of  the 
world,  that  even  that  already  existing  went  down  for  many  centuries,  and  has  aggravated 
the  burdens  of  the  world. 

That  is  the  true  analysis  of  this  whole  subject 

Books  had  their  depositories  among  Christians  as  Saracens,  but  are  we  especially 
indebted  for  science  and  philosophy,  the  very  things  that  faith  expels  ? 

The  gospel  has  given  die  world  the  curses  of  peculiar  faith,  and  abstracted  its  noblest 
blessings,  rational  mind,  reason,  and  truth.     Where  are  the  discoveries  of  genius? 

With  mind  universally,  not  with  peculiar  fiiith. 

Darkness  now  prevails  in  church  faith,  that  does  not  advance  at  all  with  mind,  to 
establish  the  noblest  rational  religion  of  civilization,  but  holds  back  on  that  peculiar  faith 
«f  superstition  of  the  dark  ages,  partially  civilized  at  the  best 

The  world  has  been  divided  and  cut  off  from  communications  with  its  nations,  on 
account  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  Christian,  Jew,  and  others,  know,  or  ought  to  know,  by  the  teaching  of  rational 
religion,  that  peculiar  faith  has  been  the  butcher  of  the  world,  the  persecutor  of  mankind 
in  the  sacred  precincts  of  conscience  and  truth.     Where  is  the  exception  in  any  gospel  I 

All  its  peculiar  faith  can  be  branded  with  the  basest  ignorance  and  falsehood,  the 
most  degraded  treachery  to  mind,  over  whose  rights  it  has  tyrannized. 

We  must  read  not  only  the  books  of  mind  most  liberal  and  rational,  but  the  whole 
universe,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  decide  by  enlightened  mind  in  religion. 

But  there  is  so  much  diversity  of  opinion  respecting  earthly  things,  and  there  are  a 
£ashion  and  custom  on  opinion  that  some  think  sliould  be  entertained.  What  folly  and 
nonsense,  when  principles  are  outraged. 

All  this  must  be  corrected  by  the  only  safe  standards,  the  freest  use  of  science  and 
philosophy,  that  require  and  impact  unity  ;  by  that,  we  reach  the  correct  precepts  and 
position  c^  rational  religion. 

What  conception  of  Deity  did  the  Jews  have  ? 

A  very  imperfect  pagan  notion  indeed,  when  they  unwittingly  made  God  their  pecu- 
liar god — an  idol-pet  of  priestocracy. 

After  nil  pretensions  to  this  one  peculiar  god,  the  Jewish  princes  incorporated  differ- 
ent pagan  vices  and  practices,  ignorant  notions  and  idolatry  of  their  pretended  worship, 
into  th«  Jewish  faith. 

What  especial  claim  has  any  peculiar  faith  to  our  reverence  and  approbation  ? 

Does  Judaism  present  it  in  the  impurity  of  the  patriarchs,  who  were  polygamists  and 
assuredly  adulterers  ? 

Did  not  the  other  pagan  Greeks  and  Romans  excel  the  Jews  in  this  respect  1  Then 
tt  is  the  name  of  the  thing,  not  the  thing  itself?     Where  is  that? 

Can  this  abominable  imposition  of  peculiar  faith,  in  any  shape,  be  pushed  any  longer 
on  the  world  ? 
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If  ycm  really  wish  to  bequeath  the  best  legacy  to  your  children,  you  cannot  a^opt  the 
authority  of  the  patriarchs,  who  were  felons,  tried  upon  the  principles  that  govern  oui 
more  civilized  world. 

If  you  also  wish  them  honest,  and  act  honestly,  you  cannot  resign  them  to  the  crc(.vj 
of  those  who  did  not  recollect  what  they  borrowed,  or  who  did  not  act  as  they  oaght. 
in  borrowing  and  obtaining  others*  property  under  false  pretences.  Thev  dishonestly 
withheld  it. 

What  can  you  think  of  those  who  play  off  mind-jugglery  for  miraclea  ?  Is  it  not  mo^i 
di^onest,  of  all  ? 

In  Moses  and  Aaron,  the  Hebrews  seem  to  have  had  no  confidence,  on  various  occa- 
sions.    Can  the  world  now  have  ? 

Shame  on  the  faculty  of  mind,  to  be  imposed  upon  so  basely ! 

Would  we  learn  of  Moses,  what  were  the  pure  laws  of  true  government,  of  which  he 
and  his  compeers  had  not  the  least  idea  I  Can  freemen  learn  wisdom  of  bigots,  freedom 
of  despots,  religion  of  the  priestocracy  ? 

Could  freemen  learn  truly  what  true  government  is,  short  of  mind  and  reason  ? 

But  we  impeach,  and  discard  the  bible  on  that  impeachment,  as  we  can  only  use  the 
bible  of  rational  mind,  that  you  seek  to  impose  against  itself. 

We  seek  to  let  it  speak  for  itself,  and  thus  prove  our  position,  that  the  bibles  uf  tra- 
dition are  all  impeachable,  and  not  trustworthy. 

We  have  the  God  of  the  universe,  of  which  mind  is  pre-eminent,  and  takes  cogni- 
sance of  his  creation  and  titles,  repelling  all  ^)eculation. 

But  for  the  bible,  who  could  have  thought  of  God  ?  What  God  ?  All  peculiar 
bibles  are  essentially  estopped,  on  all  clai^  of  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Developed,  rational  mind  could  not  have  thought  of  anything  else,  than  the  univerBal 
God  of  Nature. 

The  legitimate  results  of  civilization  will  endow  this  God,  according  to  its  light  and 
knowledge. 

The  bible  was  incompetent,  of  course,  to  rescue  man  in  the  dark  ages,  nor  did  it  en- 
lighten him  to  the  light  of  knowledge  that  blesseth  the  world. 

Even  the  peculiar  people  of  god,  as  styled,  have  not  been  able  to  realize  their  mo^t 
peculiar  benefits,  as  they  could  not  carry  out  this  pretence  by  a  peculiar  bible. 

Another  bible  supersedes  the  preceding,  but  does  not  satisfy  those  beneficiaries  on 
the  spot  and  scene  of  action. 

Another  covenant  is  advanced,  afler-thoughts  are  annexed,  in  this  drama  of  priest- 
ocracy. 

Can  the  moderns,  the  mere  gentiles,  decide  for  them,  eighteen  hundred  years  after 
the  pretended  events  ? 

Is  that  reasonable  or  just,  when  the  Jews  were  unbelievers,  though  the  chosen  peo- 
ple, the  very  elect  ? 

Cannot  the  whole  priestocracy  patch  up  this  Mosaic  work,  to  suit  the  world  ?  No ! 
fsr  that  is  God^s  province ;  God's  work  cannot  be  superseded. 

But  we  could  not  get  any  idea  of  God,  but  through  tlie  bible !  That  is  not  only  un- 
true, but  absurd,  to  say  that  nothing  else  could  advance  that  idea. 

Then  the  mind  of  one  set  of  men,  is  to  doom  the  rest,  forever,  to  vassalage. 

Mind  is  the  noble  agent  all  the  time  ;  the  beneficiary  for  and  by  which  all  such  ideas 
have  been  elicited,  without  which  notliing  of  the  kind  could  have  been  elicited. 

All  that  all  priestocracies  have,  is  their  own  peculiar  creations,  idol  gods,  subservient 
to  them,  as  all  pagans. 

Was,  then,  it  possible,  for  the  universe  and  the  supreme  Almighty  to  be  ai^reciated 
at  all  1  But  their  bible  is  a  matter  of  faith !  Falsehood.  Defeated  by  truth,  science, 
philosophy,  rational  mind,  and  religion,  the  bigots  resort  to  sophistry.  What  virtue  is 
in  that? 

We  can  only  reach  definite  views  by  principles  inherent  to  creation.  Instead  of  prin- 
ciples self-active,  the  bibles  give  us,  absurdly,  angels — nothings. 

By  their  authority,  one  ^ibe  had  the  priesthood,  that  added  to  its  power,  by  subtract- 
ing from  the  rights  of  the  pepple. 

They  bring  us  false  systems,  of  peculiar  faith. 

They  maintain  them  by  false  persuasions  and  dogmas. 
Will  soch  answer  for  a  world  that  needs  probity  and  dignity? 
All  systems  of  peculiar  faith  have  to  be  built  up  on  the  pretence  of  prophecy,  bence 
pagans,  idolators,  &c.,  have  had  their  pretenders  to  it,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  age. 

What  were  the  prophecies  for,  but.  impositions  ?  What  value,  but  deception  j 
Dreams,  risions  and  angels  were  part  of  the  machiuery  of  prophecy, 'tlio  whole  bcinj; 
the  mind  juggler's  substitutes  of  reason  and  mind,  only  requiring  faith  or  credulity. 
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Propfiecy  caused  idolatry,  and  degradation  helped  to  ruin  mind,  ihe  honor  of  the  uni- 
verse, if  rational.  No  wonder  that  this  nation  fell  a  victim  to  its  superstition,  that  left 
the  marie  of  the  beast. 

We  will  defy  rational  mind  to  prove  rational  religion,  by  such  blind  faith. 

How  came  these  prophecies,  not  successfully  used  to  convert  neighboring  nations 
who  enslaved  the  Jews  ? 

They  little  honored  the  Jews  for  their  peculiar  faith,  whilst  they  could  not  have  been 
kept  back  from  due  reverence  of  Deity  through  the  Jews,  the  mighty  object,  if  wisely 
designed.     Had  this  faith  been  genuine,  the  world  would  have  adopted  it  universally. 

Their  faith  was  to  benefit  the  world  by  sacrificing  the  lives  of  nations  to  it,  more 
hideous  than  Moloch,  more  relentless  than  savages. 

The  faith  of  inspiration,  as  a  supernatural  agency,  violates  universal  principles. 

Our  fidelity  to  God  supreme,  prevents  forever,  faith  in  any  prophecies. 

The  code  of  Judaism  involves  glaring  errors  and  horrid  iniquities.  Talents  and 
truth  that  belong  to  Deity  in  perfection,  are  here  miserably  prostituted  to  priestocracy. 
The  god  of  Judaism  is  peculiarly  coupled  with  Moses  and  all  the  priestocracy,  hence 
he  is  of  course  the  peculiar  god,  a  mortal  idol,  like  all  others  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  God  of  the  universe  has  been  therein  most  grossly  libeled,  and  the  world^s  peo- 
ple most  basely  imposed  upon.  Bui  oh !  the  virtues  of  these  bibles  of  themselvee,  some 
would  affect. 

Could  mind  do  right  with  bible  tactics,  and  no  mental  or  legal  tactics  ? 

That  is  an  impossibility,  for  mind  then  does  not  act.  The  globe  would  be  overrun, 
has  been  overrun,  and  that  without  seeing  it,  if  bibles  were  to  be  the  dictation.  All 
their  peculiar  followers  and  fabricators  would  have  peculiar  constructions,  and  tyran- 
nize over  mind.     Then  all  such^re  funds  of  despotic  licentiousness. 

Where  now  is  the  limit  in  the  place  of  absolutism,  that  prefers  bible  of  tradition 
faith  to  rational  faith,  organic  laws,  order,  mind,  brains  ? 

But  where  is  indisputable  proof  of  mind's  appreciating  the  God  of  nature  without 
the  bibles  of  revelation  ? 

The  triumphant  proof  is  in  the  correction  by  cultivated  mind,  of  all  the  peculiar  faith 
perversions  of  the  appropriate  character  of  the  Deity  of  the. universe,  who  has  universal 
attributes. 

Judaism  had  not  one  of  the  glorious  attributes  of  rational  religion,  humanity,  towards 
other  nations  through  the  principles  of  universal  brotherhood. 

But  the  Jews  were  the  chosen  people  of  God. 

What  God  1  The.  God  of  the  universe  has  never  had  any  chosen  people.  The 
whole  universe  is  his. 

The  god  of  the  Jews  \b  not  the  God  of  the  universe,  then.  The  God  of  the  universe 
did  not  claim  them  to  be  the  light  of  the  world  at  all.       , 

They  showed  no  superiority  of  good  nationality  over  all  nations.  They  practiced 
pagan  idolatry  with  their  god. 

The  world  s  facts  condemn  all  peculiar  faiths  as  the  deepest  curses  of  the  world  of 
mind. 

The  divine  rights  of  the  world^s  people  are  too  sacred  to  be  trifled  with. 

Now  shall  the  advocates  pretend  that  such  frauds  are  invested  with- any  attribute  that 
should  repel  exposure  ?    Is  there  any  sacred  felony  ?  ^ 

If  so,  then  is  the  God  of  the  universe  vilely  libeled  by  these  base  characters,  who 
cannot  be  silenced  too  soon. 

What  fatal  errors  have  the  Jews  sustained,  who  have  expected  a  messiah  by  false 
prophets  ? 

Was  there  ever  a  prophet  that  was  not  false  1 

Have  the  Jews  not  lost  millions  of  people  by  messiahs  already  ? 

At  the  assumed  time  of  Christ,  the  Romans  held  Palestine,  into  which  their  faith  of 
polytheism  was  carried,  and  there  were  greater  materials  for  the  revolution  of  peculiar 
fuith.  The  time  was  propitious  for  such  revolutions,  amid  the  vast  variety  of  so  many 
faiths  concentrated  in  the  Roman  empire. 

The  temporal  kingdom  of  the  Cesars,  the  union  of  church  and  imperial  absolutism, 
forbade  any  others  of  their  empire,  and  only  permitted  a  spiritual  kingdom. 

The  loyalty  of  the  people  has  b^n  promoted  by  all  the  force  of  power,  and  ^U  the 
sophistry  of  perverted  mind  ;  all  things  have  been  invoked  to  preclude  all  others.  But 
rational  mincl  scorns  all  these  degraded  impositions,  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  No 
wonder  the  Jews  could  not  believe  to  the  present  time,  about  any  messiah  of  the  many 
offering  themselves,  though  the  chosen  people,  the  very  ones  to  be  saved.  This  proves 
them  not  only  not  the  chosen  people,  but  tlie  falsity  of  the  whole  pretence. 

Can  they  not  yet  see  that  false  men  assuming  to  be  their  leaders,  have  pretended  to 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


6Z&  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

dirine  inspiration  and  prophecy,  all  proved  to  be  utterly  and  ridiculoa»ly  false  in  ike 
essential  particulars  ?  * 

After  all  this  abominable  imposition,  will  they  not  get  rid  of  all  the  prophecies  as 
false,  to  do  themselves  and  world,  a  mighty  good  % 

The  peculiar  chosen  people  of  God,  are  proved  to  have  been  the  unchosen,  for  they 
sacrificed  to  superstition  and  a  peculiar  god,  thereby  libeling  the  only  true  God,  and 
convicting  themselves  as  peculiar  faith  upholders.  This  is  the  position  the  prophecies 
were  false  in,  for  there  can  be  no  chosen  people  by  God  the  Creator  universal.  And 
well  did  they  prepare  the  way  for  Christians,  Mahometan  and  Mormon  heresies  of 
peculiar  faith. 

But  the  exclusive  priestocracy,  the  true  inside  barbarians,  never  allowed  once  for  the 
billions  of  the  world  besides  themselves,  before,  then  and  to  survive  their  most  iniqui- 
tous and  odious  peculiar  faith. 

But  few,  outside  of  the  Jewish  nation,  was  thought  of  or  cared  for  during  fifteen 
centuries,  as  any  thing  but  the  heathen,  who,  aa  an  abomination  and  objects  of  hatred, 
were  dispossessed  of  their  rights,  property,  and  heritage,  where  these  Jews  could  do  so 
with  impunity. 

And  well  did  the  balance  of  the  world  return  them  the  cup  of  their  own  preparation, 
drained  to  the  very  dregs  of  misery  and  retribution. 

Their  egotistical  opinions  of  themselves  and  peculiar  faith  seem  to  be  an  heir-loom 
of  priestocracy,  that  has  corrupted  the  fairest  portions  of  the  old  continent,  particularly 
Asia. 

By  the  same  code  of  Judaism,  with  all  its  odious  superstition  and  despotism,  imita- 
tors Justify  themselves. 

All  the  codes  of  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  how  presented,  are  counterfeit,  and  present 
always  clans  and  factions,  parties  and  sects  in  churches,  for  the  minority  themselYes, 
instead  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  whole  globe. 

All  sectarians  have  warfare,  for  all  clash.     Is  this  religion  ? 

But  how  absurd  that  the  peculiar  covenant  god  should  leave  his  peculiar  people  fox 
want  of  faith  in  the  messiah  ?    Was  there  ever  such  suicidal  sophistry  ? 

Then  he  should  have  made  them  faithful  for  being  his  peculiar  people. 

Did  God  ever  overlook  the  wants  of  a  single  mind  to  make  it  actually  dependent  on 
a  bible  of  tradition,  that  may  be  read  or  not  by  the  individual  or  friends  1  God  has  met 
all  these  things  beforehand,  some  way  in  all  minds. 

The  seed  and  elements  of  religion  are  therein ;  now  for  the  right  direction.  And 
can  the  bibles  of  absolutism  give  that  to  the  world  ?  All  such  results  fruna  mind,  that 
must  be  put  in  its  highest  state  of  excellence  by  the  most  approved  rational  means  in 
the  world. 

Show  us  the  children  brought  up  in  this  wise  by  wise  and  intelligent  parents,  and  we 
will  expect,  in  a  country  invested  with  appropriate  civil  and  religious  institutions,  all 
that  human  nature  is  capable  of,  no  more  nor  less,  under  similar  circumstances. 

They  will  teach  them  that  the  unprincipled  character  of  untruth  and  demerit  never 
maintains  the  confidence  of  the  people.     Such  impair  their  birthright. 

An  honorable  people  will  invoke  their  direct  attention  to  honesty  in  all  their  difficul- 
ties, as  she  will  be  a  self-sustaining  principle,  pure  and  untarnished. 

Human  nati^re  is  the  same  always,  and  has  not  changed,  except  through  mind's  pro- 
gress of  improvement  in  science.  That  is  the  solution  to  the  whole  false  pretences  of 
faith. 

Will  rational  mind  receive  what  is  valuable  by  reason,  and  reject  all  that  is  bad,  how- 
ever commended  by  tlie  force  of  custom,  authority  and  power  of  paganism  ? 

Resolution  and  presence  of  rational  mind  are  the  very  best  protection  to  know  and 
defend  our  rights. 

Judgment  is  the  highest  prerogative,  guarded  by  conscientiousness  of  rational  mind, 
being  the  critical  part,  the  quintessence  of  all  others,  and  enables  us  to  do  full  justice 
to  creation. 

Is  it  possible,  then,  that  false  pretences,  booked  as  occurring  thousands  of  ages  past, 
are  less  degrading  than  those  assumed  for  the  present  time,  that  is  too  refined  to  permit 
their  existence  ? 

Are  booked  false  pretences  anv  truer  than  verbal  ones  ? 

Rational  mind  must  exert  itself  benignantly  invariably  to  reach  the  only  way  to  read 
from  documents,  to  comprehend  all  that  bears  on  the  subject,  and  illustrates  motives. 
Any  catches  are  unworthy  of  a  great  and  pure  mind,  and  will,  must  be,  forever  dis- 
earaed  by  all  such. 

W^here  are  now  the  people  of  Israel,  the  pretended  chosen  and  beloved  people  of 
god  ?    Were  they  never  possessed  of  the  grace,  or  have  they  too  fallen  from  it  1 
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Have  their  gross  infatuation  and  bigotry  caused  them  to  lose  the  beauties  of  a  national 
existence  ? 

It  is  time  that  they  lay  aside  the  first,  that  they  may  attain  the  superior  dignity  of 
the  last. 

Have  they  not  yet  seen  enough  of  the  curses  of  peculiar  faith  in  their  case,  from 
first  to  last,  to  teach  any  rational  minds  of  the  reckless  foUy  of  its  impotency  and 
worthlessness  1  What  is  all  such  peculiar  faith  but  the  most  abominable  curse,  folly, 
crime,  the  poison  of  priestocracy  ? 

All  that  are  the  bibles  of  tradition  are  impeached  by  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  that 
best  befriends  mankind  in  all  ages  and  circumstances. 

Reason  prevails  in  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  as  reverence  for  Deity  the  highest  is 
inculcated  most  sincerely  and  truly. 

Without  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  the  noblest  principles  of  human  nature  will  be 
abased. 

What  can  be  a  better  standard  for  the  whole  world,  that  commends  all  to  act  worthy 
the  liberty  and  the  courtesy  of  true  government,  for  justice,  the  decision  of  liberty  ? 
The  world  now  acts  on  it. 

It  commends  freemen  to  act  for  the  best,  independent  of  unjust  blame,  to  seek  pro- 
perly the  correction  of  the  entire  whole,  as  a  wise  legislator  and  statesman,  and  to  rise 
to  the  height  of  wise  principles,  not  fall  below  low  opinions. 

With  it,  the  sin  of  omission  is  as  great  as  that  of  commission. 

It  is  its  tuition  that  God  alone  is  infallible,  and  that  all  else  are  fallible,  and  that  abso- 
lutists, of  which  they  are  a  part,  are  veiy  hostile  to  mind^s  noblest  dignity. 

Did  the  assumed  chosen  people  of  God  rise  above  the  superstitions  of  the  whole 
earth,  or  did  they  institute  a  faultless  system  of  religion  1 

Xhey  instituted  the  peculiar  god  of  priestocracy,  and  sacrificed  the  blood  of  animals 
on  their  altars  of  superstition.     They,  as  all,  were  pagans. 

Civilization  relies  on  the  lustrations  of  mind,  as  the  purest  offering  before  the  Lord 
of  the  universe. 

The  scope  of  all  the  scriptures  was  to  puff  the  Hebrews  as  the  peculiar  people,  and 
secure  the  available  profits  by  government  of  the  people  by  priestocracy. 

They  have  little  true  philosophy  but  the  stupidity  of  the  doctrine  and  of  rejection  of 
science,  a  demoralization  without  reason  that  God  has  placed  in  mind,  as  the  cure  for 
sin.     Self-knowledge  will  teach  all  this. 

Sin  is  a  transgression  of  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  and  results  from  violation 
of  the  principles  of  life  and  obligation. 

The  most  unpardonable  sin  must  be  a  denial  of  God^s  sovereignty,  that  is,  his  sole 
property  indivisible,  absolute,  universal  and  eternal,  and  relative  action  thereon.  These 
scriptures  commit  that  enough.  This  idea  results  from  the  best  proof,  that  all  nations 
can  reach. 

God  can  only  be  appreciated  in  the  purity  of  rational  mind,  uninfluenced  by  any 
except  the  proof. 

W^here  the  idea  of  God  does  not  prevail,  there  no  creed,  mind  nor  universe  can 
dwell.  It  is  mind,  not  books  merely,  that  upholds  the  idea  of  God.  All  priestocracy^s 
bibles  uphold  only  idol  gods,  not  God. 

The  priests  of  the  world,  whose  duty  was  to  teach  mind  truth,  if  men  have  sought 
professionally  to  do  anything  else,  may  appropriate  by. false  pretences  their  views  of 
Deity,  but  after  all  their  efforts  coUeagued  with  absolutism,  can  on  analysis  disclose 
only  peculiar  gods. 

It  IS  rational  mind  alone  that  can  proclaim  in  the  sublimity  of  its  develoned  supremacy, 
the  pure  conception  of  the  Inunortai  Organizer  of  universal  matter.  Who  can  endorse 
the  writers  of  the  scriptures,  when  their  works  condemn  them  ? 

They  plunged  the  Jews  into  deep  idolatry  and  impotency  of  mind,  instead  of  rescuing 
them.     They  gave  most  foolish  notions  about  God. 

The  Hebrews  are  indebted  to  the  world  for  not  being  still  lower  in  superstition,  not 
to  their  bible  that  libels  God  as  imbecile,  unjust,  and  deficient  as  a  God. 

The  God  of  the  universe  never  would  have  compromised  with  one  small  nation  of  the 
world,  when  the  whole  universal  family  was  his,  and  which  he  was  equally  able  and 
competent  to  save  and  appropriate,  thereby  proving  himself  the  worthy  God  of  the 
world,  not  a  peculiar  god  of  a  small  part. 

But  all  had  some  defects.  That  resulted  from  the  state  of  the  world  not  enlightened, 
by  rational  mind  not  being  imbued  with  the  full  lights  of  science. 

The  bible  of  tradition  has  been  claimed  to  correct  the  darkness  of  the  world,  but 
unfortunately  added  to  the  darkness,  and  is  now  adding  to  the  disgrace  of  the  world, 
that  cannot  reject  it  too  soon. 
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Wliat  has  corrected  the  world  but  civilization,  and  what  effected  that  btit  mind, 
through  exact  science  1     Let  no  peculiar  bible  thwart  it. 

The  mind  that  pretends  to  peculiar  faith  being  the  cause  of  light,  is  insane  beyond 
redemption. 

What  but  the  bible's  advocacy  ever  countenanced  "  witchcraft,  that  was  universally 
believed  in  Europe  till  the  16th  century,  and  even  maintained  its  ground  with  tolerable 
firmness  till  the  middle^of  the  17th.  The  latest  witchcraft  phrenzy  was  in  New  Eng- 
land in  1692,  when  the  execution  of  witches  became  a  calamity  more  dreadful  than  the 
sword  or  pestilence." 

The  question  with  the  world  is  for  mind's  rational  dignity,  not  for  priestocracy. 

Rational  minds  cannot  be  seduced  by  any  emoluments,  to  take  the  bible  doctrines. 

When  they  are  offered,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  else,  should  be  told.  The 
bible  or  its  priestocracy  cannot  tell  it,  as  they  are  neiUier  competent  nor  acquamted 
with  it. 

The  world  now  observes  the  awful  fruits  of  those  abominable  pretences. 

All  must  be  taught  the  proper  improvement  of  mind's  noblest  faculties,  not  by  pecoliar 
but  rational  education,  the  elements  of  correct  deportment,  that  will  teach  them  best  at 
once,  how  certain  will  be  their  want. 

Mind,  innocent  and  pure  as  practicable,  has  to  be'  taught,  and  that  by  the  very  best 
code  of  mind,  advanced  to  all  the  improvements  of  developed  science  and  philosophy. 
These  bibles  never  had  these,  and  of  course  are  left  far  behind  them. 

Let  mothers,  fathers,  relations,  guardians,  and  friends,  above  all,  individual  mind,  cor- 
rect at  tlie  start ;  all  starting  right  will  have  the  fairest  prospect  of  ending  right. 

Let  all  children,  much  more  youth,  have  their  minds  well  grounded  in  all  necessskry 
noble  principles,  that  they  can  only  get  of  the  Creator,  and  then  they  will  return  the 
source,  honor  and  glory. 

How  else  can  you  properly  check  youth  at  maturity  1  Can  you  teach  them  to  lay 
aside  old  habits  1 

You  may  have  suffered  flaws  to  mature,  and  the  rust  of  vice  mayJiave  eaten  into  the 
soul,  hardly  to  be  reached  in  its  corruption. 

Much  of  correction  in  the  latter  days  is  too  late,  not  only  absurd,  but  wicked  and 
criminal  if  recklessly  delayed.  The  correction  may  never  come  in  this  world.  These 
bibles  offer  no  adequate  means,  and  are  absurdly  in  Uie  way,  as  well  as  all  prie&t- 
ocracies. 

Let  us  ask  for  intelligent  freemen's  rights,  the  highest  thought  of,  to  do  as  best 
comports  with  nature,  and  the  world's  social  system. 

Young  people  will  love  to  learn  wisdom,  and  will  produce  the  properly  matured 
results. 

Old  people  will,  if  perverted,  hate  all  such,  and  will  adhere  to  folly  and  hoary-headed 
error. 

Theirs,  then,  will  be  a  bigoted  conceit. 

Give  us  a  liberal  and  rational  mind,  that  looks  to  the  highest  and  purest  sources  for  its 
sanction  and  authority,  not  bringing  fallible  man  to  a  single  test  of  this  or  that  creed, 
for  public  or  popular  favor. 

Let  its  acts  be  as  pure* as  its  thoughts  are  elevated. 

Who  that  rules  children  can  uphold  their  vices  for  the  present,  without  realizing  tlit' 
issue  in  crime,  and  the  disgrace  in  penalty  1 

Whether  from  disease  or  vice,  the  parents  may  participate  in  the  fault,  their  conduct 
in  the  first  instance  being  the  cause  of  disease,  or  of  penalty  in  the  last. 

Neither  fate,  destiny,  fortune,  nor  fatality  are  to  be  considered,  when  we  duly  appre- 
ciate the  vindication  of  principles. 

With  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  what  countir  in  the  world  is  safe  without  laws,  after  all 
the  code  of  peculiar  faith,  that  emphatically  demands  peculiar  prerogatives  ? 

No  matter  the  character  of  the  people,  they  may  talk  of  their  churches  till  doomsday, 
we  must  abide  by  the  moral  laws  of  society  and  rational  religion  for  universal  safety. 

What  teaches  us  that?  Rational  mind,  assuredly.  Intelligence,  observation,  and 
experience  of  the  world. 

Peculiar  faith,  with  best  morality,  can  be  tolerated  no  longer  than  civilization  can 
alter  it. 

It  will  not  do  to  make  any  more  present  capital  therefrom,  political  or  otherwise,  as 
all  the  world  suffers  from  its  tyranny. 

This  is  the  work  of  peculiar  faith,  not  of  religion. 

Was  it  expedient  to  perpetrate  libels  on  Deity,  whilst  if  left  in  his  universe-majesty, 
his  perfection  is  above  all  criticism  ?  Was  God  to  be  thus  degraded,  that  the  blasphr- 
mous  priestocracy  were  to  be  exalted  ? 
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This  makes  him  commit  crime  in  his  imbecility,  and  decides  that  all  such  is  not  the 
true  God,  but  some  of  paganism,  and  a  copy  at  that ! 

If  you  acted  on  the  principles  of  religion,  you  could  do  no  less  than  we  do,  but  your 
bigotry  prevents  your  religion.     Why  do  you  not  analyze  your  whole  position  ? 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  inadequate  to  describe  creation,  as  to  give  the  moral  laws 
of  mind.     They  are  worthless. 

Their  writers  were  deeply  ignorant  of  natural  laws,  of  the  true  analysis  of  mind,  and 
that  the  first  of  mankind  had  a  nature  analogous  to  that  of  the  whole  race.  The  adopters 
igtiorantly  or  basely  act. 

We  have  in  the  bible  examples  of  oriental  vices,  and  are  the  American  people  willing 
to  credit  it,  as  their  moral  and  religious  code  ? 

All  such  peculiar  faith  proves  all  its  advocates  still  uncivilized,  unworthy  of  rational 
mind. 

Bat  this  bible  declares  the  existence  of  a  God,  yet  peculiar. 

The  Vedas  assert  the  existence  of  a  creative  God,  yet  peculiar.  All  the  world  gives 
peculiar  gods,  even  Indians. 

Roman  priests  were  to  read  their  bible,  and  only  the  Brahmins  arc  permitted  to  read 
the  vedas,  while  the  universe  can  read  the  universe,  the  only  proof  of  its  God  I  Down 
with  the  ^se  books  of  false  authors. 

What  shall  we  think  of  this  work,  the  bible,  that  tolerates  belief  of  absurd  and  impos- 
sible things?    That  is  not  as  strange  as  its  peculiar  polity-faith  for  a  peculiar  god. 

All  its  testimony  must  be  competent,  full,  perfect,  and  undoubted,  not  only  unexcpp- 
tionable,  but  satisfactory  and  convincing,  for  that  is  the  purpose  intended  to  convince 
mind  in  its  highest  analysis. 

If  any  question  will  not  bear  analysis,  it  will  not  bear  confidence. 

All  miracles  are  only  vulgar  wonders  of  natural  phenomena  not  analyzed.  They  can- 
not exist  as  substances  at  all. 

A  true  history  of  the  world,  is  the  history  of  its  science  and  philosophy,  and  must 
detail  rational  facts,  or  its  injustice  is  unworthy  the  minds  of  freemen. 

What  shall  rational  minds  think,  of  those  assuming  faith,  to  dictate  to  the  world,  of 
facts? 

A  faith  imposition  details  miracles,  that  do  not  belong  to  earth  or  the  universe  ;  a 
chimera  of  fanaticism  and  paganism. 

Happily  God  has  left  his  works  in  the  universe,  and  all  the  proofs  unmistakable,  that 
wUl  recall  mankind  from  bible  vices  and  priestocracy. 

This  property,  that  so  munificently  declares  the  God  of  nature,  is  that  of  the  God  of 
the  universe,  by  all  universal,  not  peculiar  rights. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  detract  from,  instead  of  honor  him.  All  their  faith  is  vulgar 
and  suicidal,  savors  all  the  time  of  designing  priestocracy,  after  their  own  emoluments, 
not  God^s  or  the  people^s  good. 

The  truths  of  nature  and  religion  do  not  clash,  but  statements  from  the  bible  do ; 
therefore,  they  must  be  rejected  as  worthless. 

No  minds,  enlarged  and  liberalized,  can  stop  short  of  reading  the  world,  the  universe 
and  all,  for  themselves,  to  attain  proper  decision. 

Who  can  justify  bible  mysteries  before  the  world  of  mind,  God's  gift,  that  can  over- 
whelm all  their  imposition  ?  All  creation,  the  universe  attests  as  the  witness  of  the 
living  God,  for  religion. 

It  is  absurd,  to  believe  that  mortals  could  tell  us  of  inspiration,  when  they  failed  most 
ignobly  in  their  history  of  creation.     There  is  no  failure  of  mind  sacred. 

But  we  see  the  deplorable  effects  visible  in  the  world,  by  fanaticism. 

The  terrors  of  all  superstition  are  hard  to  overcome,  as  fear  operates  on  weak  and 
ignorant  minds,  in  the  exhibition  of  extraordinary  fiiith  and  consequent  actions. 

The  revelation  of  the  bible  of  tradition  cannot  satisfy  us.  That  revelation  is  only  en- 
dorsed by  non-entities ! 

The  Jews  are  no  more  peculiar  than  the  Arabs,  Chinese,  or  Hindoos,  all  devoted  to 
ancient  superstition,  the  most  difficult  to  eradicate  from  the  human  mind.  Their  situa- 
tion among  nations  is  analogous  to  that  of  the  gypsies,  who  may  have  descended  from 
some  priestocracy. 

But  the  main  prophecy  is  falsified,  about  the  Jews  holding  possession  of  their  land 
forever,  by  their  dispersion  in  other  lands,  their  greatest  benefit,  where  they  can  be  rid 
of  their  superstition  and  peculiar  notions.  This  one  answer  closes  the  whole  bible  pre- 
tensions and  faith. 

If  language  can  be  changed,  and  forever  does  not  mean  always,  then  prophecy  may 
begin  to  be  noticed  ;  but  neither  Judaism  nor  any  other  peculiar  faith  has  any  pecuhar 
claim  to  the  world^s  veneration  one  moment. 
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To  sustain  the  overwhelrainjf  defeat,  the  priestocracy,  ever  trnc  to  their  toci- 
tion,  their  only  truth,  are  afler  altering  language.  They  would  ruin  the  world  for  their 
bible. 

Shall  mortals,  that  wish  to  have  wisdom,  virtue,  and  truth,  ever  cater  to  such  morbid 
taste,  that  degrades  mind,  libels  God,  and  outrages  religion  and  decent  society. 

Such  a  bible  can  be  given  all  the  advantages  of  its  priestocracy,  and  can  be  silenced 
at  once  by  science  and  the  attributes  of  God. 

But  after  all  said,  the  ancients  and  most  modems  can  only  claim  an  imperfect  view 
of  a  peculiar  god. 

All  the  ancient  code  of  laws,  as  of  faith,  betray  imperfect  systems  of  their  ages  and 
time,  absolutely  needing  amendment.     This  is  the  condition  of  mind  undeveloped. 

Is  the  boast  of  such  faith  to  preclude  the  useful  works  of  conservative  revolution  ? 
Let  justice  forbid ! 

What  wise  friend  can  advise  free  and  intelligent  citizens  to  adopt  codes  that  cannot 
contribute  to  the  full  protection  of  all  classes  of  people,  nor  advance  the  highest  quali- 
ties of  mind  ? 

Laws  should  not  be  demoralizing  nor  superstitious,  and  should  embrace  the  world^s 
benefit,  promoting  honesty  in  the  payment  of  national  and  individual  debts,  counteract- 
ing all  fraudulent  transfers  of  property,  and  all  purchases  under  false  pretences. 

Woman,  as  well  as  man,  the  citizens  should  be  protected  in  their  dearest  hghts  and 
feelings,  by  all  the  exalted  views  of  civilization. 

Wise  legislation  must  contemplate  adequate  retributive  justice,  but  no  vindictiveness 
merely. 

Bigoted  ignorance  absurdly  premises,  and  adheres  to  her  dogmas. 

In  what  respect  can  the  ancients  be  our  code  teachers  ? 

Their  very  pastoral  and  partially  civilized  state,  precludes  all  confidence  of  those  in 
a  higher  state  of  civilization. 

Man*s  notions  and  pretences  about  peculiar  faith  must  be  in  abeyance  to  rational  reli- 
gion, that  none  such  do  touch,  but  counterfeit. 

If  we  analyze  the  ignorance  and  corruption  of  the  world,  of  the  people  on  one  part, 
and  the  priestocracy  on  the  other,  we  cannot  begin  to  wonder  at  its  superstition, 
false  faith  and  pretences. 

How  can  it  ever  get  rid  of  all  such,  as  long  as  it  is  profitable  to  delude  the  ignorant 
part  of  the  world  ? 

The  true,  vital  and  genuine  is  the  rational  part,  and  the  only  argument  in  the  world 
is  effectual  only  by  reason,  justice  and  truth. 

If  God  had  preferred  all  such  bible  machinery,  they  would  be  unmistakable,  not  in 
book  monuments,  but  irrefutable  as  the  sun*s  qualities  and  functions,  the  constitutional 
elements  of  the  universe. 

What  greater  tyranny  was  inflicted,  than  by  the  Moses  of  priestocracy  ?  The  modern 
priestocracy  are  equal. 

Yet,  with  all  his  tyranny,  priest-faith  and  craft,  when  he  was  absent — afler  all  his 
proofs  sufficient,  if  they  happened,  for  obedience — ^the  Jews  rebelled,  not  for  reason  but 
greater  idolatry,  so  much  liad  they  been  hopelessly  estranged  from  reason,  that  their 
minds  were  subverted  by  superstition  and  sophistry,  inseparable  companions.  Moses 
perpetrated  the  greatest  guilt  of  idolatry,  perverting  the  minds  of  his  people. 

The  minds  of  this  stupid  and  ignorant  nation  had  been  so  perverted  by  tlie  monstros- 
ities of  fable,  Uiat  they  were 'ready  to  receive  the  greatest  falsehoods  of  Aaron. 

By  this  one  statement  of  the  bible's  own  showing,  the  Jews  were  dwarfed  in  the 
lowest  idolatry. 

They  had  not  the  faculties  of  analysis,  as  they  had  little  science.  But  is  that  dav 
not  now  passed,  when  the  modems  presuming  to  be  more  enlightened,  trade  on  ail 
such  foolish  capital  of  paganism  ?  We  must  make  great  allowances  for  the  people  of 
the  ancient  priests'  regime. 

How  few  means  of  enlightening  their  minds  did  they  possess  ?  The  means  were 
used,  to  increase  popular  ignorance. 

How  few  laws,  how  few  just  ones,  and  what  few  copies  in  the  hands  of  the  people ! 

How  many  copies  of  laws  did  the  people  have  ?  None,  but  in  the  hands  of  their 
priestocracy,  who  could  act  arbitrarily  as  their  peculiar  god  spoke ! 

The  priestocracy  are  the  proxy  of  absolutism,  when  not  the  principal.  The  excep- 
tion shows  mind,  not  faith ;  the  man,  not  the  priest. 

What  little  popular  knowledge  was  there  m  the  whole  world.  Kings  could  liardly 
read,  and  thought  to  enslave  mind  instead  of  ennoble  it. 

No  wonder  the  people  so  often  transgressed,  as  they  were  so  ignorant  and  super- 
stitious, and  rendered  more  so  by  their  bigoted  priestocracy. 
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In  a  contest  of  memory  and  books,  who  could  dare  deny  bat  that  books  would  prove 
trimnphant,  especially  in  the  hands  of  the  makers,  framers  and  interested  interpreters, 
who  could  change  as  their  assumptions  of  power  and  interest  dictated. 

What  was  easier  to  the  piratical  masters  1 

Some  things  were  held  too  sacred  for  the  people,  called  vulgar,  on  that  very  account. 
The  people  could  not  see  nor  touch  sacred  things.  Levites  were  Judges,  even  in  all 
civil  causes,  and  it  was  death  to  resist  their  sentence. 

In  what  hands  during  many  ages  were  their  bibles,  but  in  those  of  the  priests  of 
Judaism  and  Christianity  ?  After  all,  their  first  position  cannot  be  proved.  They  might 
as  well  have  destroyed  all,  and  pretended  that  the  proof  was  thereby  lost. 

The  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Jews  and  Cliristians,  elegantly  prove  the 
inconsistencies  and  futility  of  their  bibles,  and  this  is  much  the  case  with  all  such  bibles. 
Their  bibles  cut  each  other^s  throats,  and  their  advocates  did  the  same  for  each  other, 
to  prove  their  bible-loyalty.  Their  tales  of  superstition  are  available  to  subsequent 
sects  as  Mahometans  and  Mormons,  ignorant  and  corrupt  people,  but  to  be  deprecated 
by  all,  especially  by  men  that  a  purely  intelligent  press  reaches. 

The  bible  of  Moses  had  a  social  fanatical  force  and  creative  power  of  despotism,  bible 
life  guard,  promoted  by  the  peculiar  speech  of  the  peculiar  godhead. 

Almost  all  ancient  nations  have  the  accounts  of  their  origin  lost  in  fabulous  tradition, 
and  bibles  that  detail  such  are  only  man's  books. 

Man  assumes  great  exploits,  and  if  his  legends  are  right,  god  is  not  immutable.  In 
all  fables,  bible  fables  and  all,  man  is  god. 

The  talents  of  many  minds  have  been  perverted  and  prostituted  to  the  propagation  of 
those  impositions  of  the  priest  world,  in  absolutism  especially. 

The  Jewish  nation  has  been  wofully  misguided  by  imposition,  that  has  left  us  a  bible, 
but  a  bible  fable. 

What  nonsense  in  any  rulers  to  build  up  a  natign  of  impostors,  to  be  punished  for 
ages  afterwards. 

The  advocates  of  the  bible  of  tradition  mar  the  beauties  of  the  universe,  and  libel 
the  character  of  its  creator. 

The  deepest  absurdity  exists,  when  it  is  pretended  that  God  assists  one  little  nation, 
and  leaves  out  the  balance  for  thousands  of  years. 

God^s  especial  providence  is  blended  and  diffused,  in  his  universal  Providence,  re- 
flected through  his  universal  conservative  principles. 

Have  we,  then,  authentic  records  of  necessary  particulars,  confirmed  and  accurately 
proved  beyond  all  doubt  ?     Far  from  it.     Religion  has  reason,  not  tradition. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  give  attributes  of  deity  repugnant  to  deity,  as  to  justice, 
goodness,  or  his  power  and  government.     The  treasury  of  reason  has  no  such  suicide. 

What  has  canonized  some  of  the  books  of  the  bible?  The  opinions  of  man^s  councils ! 
That  is  smuggling,  not  canonizing. 

Rational  beings  that  are  fortified  by  reason  and  philosophy,  necessarily  reject  all  such. 

The  god  of  Judaism  is  a  very  small  god,  whose  mind  is  undeveloped,  and  who  talks 
to  the  select  very  familiarly.     The  universe  cannot  recognise  him. 

This  priestocracy  worshipped  a  peculiar  god  of  miracles,  fear,  terror,  wrath,  not  of 
rational  mind,  and  dwarfed  him  below  the  dignity  of  the  God  of  nature. 

Man  consults  his  reason  in  everything  else  in  this  life ;  why,  then,  should  he  lay 
aside  reason  in  the  most  essential  part  ?  Why  can  any  one  be  so  infatuated  to  act  on 
tradition  and  revelation,  that  refer  at  last  to  the  same  position  of  reason?  The  corrupt 
dynasty  of  the  priestocracy  answers. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  suit  the  character  of  their  peculiar  gods  and  priestocracy,  but 
libel  the  true  God  in  all  his  moral  attributes.  Bible  pulpit-sophists  pretend  that  we  are 
indebted  to  bibles  for  ideas  of  Deity ! 

Such  bibles  speak  only  of  a  peculiar  god,  not  of  the  universe. 

We  need  not  names,  as  that  of  the  Great  First  Cause  answers  best.  Rational  mind, 
then,  cannot  know  such  bibles,  that  are  tory  to  its  God. 

First  causes  are  elicited  best  by  common  sense,  philosophy,  for  all  things ;  and  of 
these  peculiar  bibles  have  no  account. 

If  bibles  could  go  beyond  this,  then  such  bibles,  if  true,  would  be  the  work  of  God. 

But  all  the  present  bibles  usurp  mind,  that  looks  through  nature  and  her  soul,  to  God 
or  the  first  organizing  cause,  which  is  all  that  earthly  faculties  can  do. 

Now,  this  proves  that  mind  is  superior  to  bibles  of  tradition,  that  must  be  held  to  the 
abeyance  of  truth  by  this  the  only  means.  Bibles  are  amenable  to  mind,  and  both  to 
God  of  rationality. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  have  originated  no  new  principles,  but  their  violation,  the 
ideas  of  the  priestocracy. 
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To  affect  more  is  absurd  and  untrue. 

Theology,  like  all  other  subjects,  is  before  mind,  and  must  be  rightly  analyzed,  not 
by  books,  but  by  mind. 

No  sophistry  of  priestocracy,  or  their  bibles,  which  represent  it,  is  available  before 
science  and  philosophy,  as  they  constitute  the  greatest  test. 

Peculiar  or  priestocracy  faith  has  been  a  fruitful  theme  for  perversion  and  corruption, 
fraud  and  imposition,  at  all  the  three  first  ages  of  the  world ;  but  civUized  freemen  of 
this  day  and  time  owe  it  to  themselves  to  overwhelm  such  superstition,  and  reject  all 
unworthy  of  them. 

Moses  knew  not  as  well  as  modem  men  of  science,  of  the  ancient  progenitors. 

He  sought  to  amplify  bis  own  authority,  and  that  of  the  priestocracy,  at  the  expense 
of  the  divine  rights  of  the  people.  He,  or  its  foster  fathers,  were  perfidious  impostors, 
and  tory  traitors. 

The  great  ends  of  principles  will  be  ever  perverted  when  men  are  followed  as  men. 

What  can  all  laws  avail,  if  dishonest  and  incapable  men  have  to  administer  and  exe- 
cute them,  much  less  enact  them  ? 

The  sources  of  power,  no  matter  the  name,  are  delusive,  and  ambition  in  all  grades 
of  professions,  to  become  the  dominant  party,  will  incite  mind  to  much  that  is  suspicions, 
if  not  objectionable. 

In  religion^  as  in  government,  we  must  look  to  the  final  result.  Let  us  have  her  fall 
benefits,  as  of  justice,  not  one  side  view. 

Judaism,  as  all  other  peculiar  systems  of  faith,  is  defective,  vitiated,  and  demoral- 
ising. 

It  is  the  foundation  for  any,  the  most  monstrous  doctrines,  as  the  possibility  of  a  progeny 
between  God  and  mortals. 

Let  us  have  no  such  ideal  monsters,  hybrids,  impossible  procreations,  no  idol- 
creations. 

Away  with  such  libels,  to  prejudice  mind  against  the  highest  esteem  of  its  adorable 
Creator. 

The  right  action  of  mind,  that  is  to  govern  the  world  aright,  must  not  be  thas 
perverted. 

Then  let  all  minds,  good  and  true,  in  mass,  aid  in  the  expulsion  by  their  most  rational 
wisdom. 

There  can  be  no  God  subsequent,  or  book  idea  of  mutability  in  the  universe,  as  God'B 
universal  attributes  exclude  all  such. 

•  There  can  be  no  new  creation  by  mind,  as  it  only  acts  on  data  of  Deity,  who  thus 
excludes  all  other*  as  pretenders.  The  conservative  principles,  attributes,  and  functions 
of  the  universe  exclude  all  novelties  forever. 

Hence  all  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  and  peculiar  bibles,  are  cut  down  as  analogous, 
effectually,  at  once  and  forever,  by  this  position,  and  there  can  only  be  rational  religion, 
that  bespeaks  the  consummation  of  conservation. 

The  influence  of  God's  spirit,  word,  and  works  are  the  operative  power  on  mind  all  the 
time  of  existence,  therefore  meet  all  things  by  this  enlightened  mind. 

No  other  view,  but  that  man  is  as  God  created  him,  can  answer  to  the  present  posi- 
tion of  things,  otherwise  the  earth,  mind,  and  all  else,  would  libel  Deity. 

Mind*s  depravity  is  only  relative  to  circumstances  of  life  tliroughout  the  globe.  Per- 
version of  mind  peculiarly  educated,  creates  evils ;  uncultivated,  weak  minds  cannot 
counteract  them. 

All  histories,  whether  called  bibles  or  not,  are  analogous  and  parallel,  as  their  detail 
of  events  is  to  be  analyzed  and  estimated  on  that  and  only  that  analysis. 

All  books  and  bibles,  as  books,  can  only  detail  events  that  must  be  tnie  or  false. 

None  but  a  priestocracy  need  miracles,  and  their  record  bibles,  for  false  pretences ; 
none  but  their  minions  can  be  fooled  by. them. 

Good  faith  must  be  observed  in  all  good  societies,  on  which  they  depend,  for  tije 
proper  benefit  of  the  whole  world,  and  is  maintained  by  Deitv's  comprehension,  to 
which  mind  must  look.     The  good  faith  of  mind  must  banish  all  bible  peculiar  faith. 

What  then,  is  any  bible  worth  if  untrue  1     If  true,  it  cannot  rely  on  the  falsity  of  faiw. 

We  impeach,  then,  all  bibles  of  tradition,  for  the  improbable  and  impossible  codeafor 
civilisation.     As  civil  history,  what  is  it  worth  to  us  modems  ? 

What  miserable  sophistry  it  inculcates,  quibbling  and  equivocation  about  false  faitli . 

The  delusions  are  perfected  by  falsehoods,  pretences,  and  frauds.  No  confidence  can 
be  maintained  in  all  such,  destitute  of  the  principles  of  trutli. 

Its  veil  is  that  of  darkness,  and  necessarily  requires  ignorance.  .. 

Its  power  enslaves  the  world,  bound  to  it  by  obligations  of  snperstition,  and  to  wilj 
hypocrites. 
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Moses  was  so  far  from  being  a  prophet,  that  he  became  a  perjurer.  Prophets  are 
unpostors.     Prophecy  can  only  be  perjury.     The  advocacy  is. 

Mis  false  pretences  are  analogous  to  those  of  other  priests  of  any  oracles,  Pagan,  Jew, 
Gentile,  outside  or  inside  heathen. 

What  is  easier  than  the  forgeries  of  the  priestocracy,  the  keeper  of  pretended  sacred 
rolls,  their  authority  so  far  from  being  questioned,  that  it  has  been  ardently  sought  for 
by  the  uninitiated,  who  desired  to  be  mind-enslaved  1 

Literary  forgeries  were  once  abundant,  and  successful  to  the  last  century,  and  are  as 
old  as  authors. 

As  to  inspiration,  all  minds  act  by  God's  best  principles  in  the  best  universal  deeds, 
truths,  not  fictions. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  hold  out  false  lights,  to  create  belief  in  messiahs,  men  of  straw 
for  priests  to  swindle  the  people  by,  playing  into  the  hands  of  absolutists. 

We  ever  need  enlightened  mind  to  emancipate  from  all  pious  frauds. 

Pretences,  the  capital  of  priests,  the  onW  foundation  for  all  such  bibles,  having  no 
reality,  necessarily  destroy  the  validity  of  the  bibles  that  act  in  bad  faith  to  the  world, 
znind-enslavers  and  deceivers. 

The  abuses  of  this  superstition,  and  peculiar  faith,  are  made  to  cover  practicable  felonies 
on  the  world,  to  expel  by  false  pretences  to  divine  authority  all  minds  from  their  lawful 
functions. 

What  is  the  material  object  ?  To  deceive  and  beguile  the  whole  world  for  the  very 
means  of  benefit. 

Is  it  possible  to  produce  any  result  that  would  annihilate  the  world  ?  In  a  word,  can 
the  earth  be  destroyed  by  anything  except  by  the  Creator  ?  He  is  pledged  to  its  con- 
servation on  principles  that  bible  men  did  not  know. 

So  says  rational  mind,  the  only  power  authorized  to  speak,  from  the  w^ise  revelation 
of  reason,  which  rule  out  all  the  bible  ignoramuses  forever. 

The  pretences  of  the  world's  destruction  (as  universe,  or  any  of  its  orbs)  disprove 
all  the  pretended  revelation  of  scriptures  as  nonsense. 

An  enlightened  conscience  will  only  support  rational  religion,  and  will  exclude  all 
bibles  of  tradition,  and  their  authors,  as  not  trustworthy. 

The  bible  of  mind  requires  that  the  organs  of  the  brain  be  rationally  cultivated,  so  as 
to  overcome  all  that  looks  like  predestination. 

Slie  requires  nothing  to  be  taken  for  granted  but  what  accords  with  reason. 

All  bibles  that  invalidate  the  omniscience  of  God,  predicate  the  elements  of  their 
own  destruction.  All  bibles  but  that  of  mind  do  blindly  contradict  the  omniscience  of 
the  God  of  nature,  and  consequently  overthrow  at  once  their  only  foundations  to  mind's 
confidence,  by  advancing  the  doctrine  of  messiahship. 

The  most  wily  of  priestocracies  continue  to  supply  tho  defects  of  the  books  by  all  the 
sophistries  of  mind,  to  suit  the  complexion  of  the  times. 

This  peculiar  faith  doctrine  was  sought  to  be  built  up  as  the  Jewish  hierarchy,  for 
the  full  benefit  of  Moses-  and  friends. 

In  regard  to  assumption  of  divine  powers  of  commissioner,  Moses  was  a  perjurer, 
and  so  are  all  his  coadjutors. 

On  this  authority  rest  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  all  their  posterity,  whose 
foundation  having  giren  away,  saps  the  foundation  of  the  New  Testament,  the  Koran 
and  the  Mormon  books,  as  all  others. 

The  prototype,  the  vedas  and  book  of  Menu,  of  course  have  the  like  category.  All 
such  are  equal. 

All  the  spurious  pagan  faiths  run  out,  having  the  elements  of  their  own  destruction, 
they  cut  themselves  out  or  up. 

They  will  answer  as  no  good  codes,  for  all  fall  short  of  human  and  God-nature,  to 
unite  or  place  mind  where  all  are  at  first  placed  by  God's  endowments. 

They  are  systems  of  priestocracy  to  displace  mind,  and  usurp  its  best  and  sacred 
divine  rights. 

All  these  systems  of  faith  are  antagonistic  to  each  other,  and  the  progress  of  just 
principles  of  the  universe. 

What  little  piety  has  the  daughter,  Christianity,  for  the  old  bible,  and  the  Jews,  its 
adherents,  and  wlat  love  have  they  and  Mahometans,  who  have  another  offspring  ? 
Their  position  has  been  a  deadly  hatred.  These  bibles  and  peculiar  systems  mistake 
religion  for  peculiar  worship  of  their  peculiar  gods. 

How  preposterous  then  was  it  for  Moses  and  all  other  authors  of  bibles  of  traditions, 
to  define  God^s  province  and  character,  which  requires  the  circuit  of  the  universe, 
before  the  soul  is  adequately  enli^tened,  or  admitted  to  the  preaence  of  God's  magnifi- 
cent attiibatea. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


644  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

Intelligent  freemen,  and  ladies  of  chastity  and  virtae  require  the  enlightened  code  of 
relimon,  that  God  has  written  as  brilliant  as  sunbeams  in  his  exhaustless  universe. 

How  can  rational  mind  overlook  it  ? 

This  pure  and  perfect  Spirit  has  dictated  for  mind,  that  libels  God  to  receive  any 
code  that  authorizes  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries  intrinsically  pagan.  No  mortal 
Moses,  nor  any,  should  be  trusted  any  further  than  analysis  of  truth  authorizes. 

The  authority  of  reverence  of  any  less  than  God  is  base  and  degraded. 

Intelligent  mind  recognises  only  the  intelligence  of  mind  for  authority,  and  rejects 
as  essentially  wrong  the  espousal  of  others*  opinions  that  may  be  a  false  position  with 
partisan  views. 

The  Jews  have  been  punished,  persecuted,  basely  robbed  and  plundered,  for  many 
centuries,  for  adhering  to  their  peculiar  faith-creed — ^no  worse  than  all  other  pagan 
superstitions.     What  but  curses  is  it  worth  to  them  1 

Their  forefathers  were  the  greatest  bigots  of  antiquity,  and  treated  the  nations  dis- 
possessed of  Palestine  in  the  same  style,  under  the  false  pretences  of  their  peculiar 
faith. 

The  bible  furnishes  full  proof  against  such  and  the  faith-machinery. 

The  disbelief  of  the  so-called  chosen  people  of  God  kills  all  as  to  the  xnessiah,  and 
the  belief  in  the  New  Testament  conclusively  proves  that  there  is  no  pretence  of  priest- 
ocracy  but  can  be  believed,  to  mind*s  degradation  and  confusion. 

The  failures  of  Miller  and  others  respecting  the  bible  solutions,  prove  conclusively 
the  same  confusion  of  the  scriptures.  When  will  all  this  infamous  game  cease  to  be 
played  on  the  world  ?    When  all  such  paganism  is  silenced. 

What  do  the  ladies  of  America  think  of  the  polygamy  of  the  bible  1  Any  modifica- 
tion does  not  affect  the  rotten  foundation. 

We  cannot  tolerate  the  domestic  vices  of  the  patriarchs.  Why  then  tolerate  their 
absurd  superstitions  and  paganisms  ? 

America  refuses  to  learn  government  of  Asia,  much  more  then  can  she  refiise  peca- 
Har  pagan  faith,  both  of  which  arose  from  mind,  not  only  undeveloped,  but  that  most 
wofully  perverted  by  oriental  absolutism,  pollutions,  vices  and  degraded  priestocracies. 

If  we  refuse  the  originals,  how  can  we  tolerate  the  copies,  or  the  subsequent  stories! 
When  the  advance  of  mind  and  reason  explodes  the  pretences  of  prophecy,  we  are  met 
by  Jesuitical  typiiications  as  to  the  exploded  points. 

Casuists,  not  reasoners,  are  brought  forward,  for  authority,  in  decision. 

W^ho  are  they,  if  not  honest  interpreters  of  all  scriptures  ? 

Who  would  give  aught  for  all  dishonest  faith  evasions  ? 

When  Moses  pretends  to  testify  to  the  peculiar  gods,  swearing  to  the  inheritance  of 
the  land  forever,  we  only  ask  for  the  interpretation  for  the  version  that  embraces  Ibe 
present  time.     Such  will  prove  perjury  conclusively. 

All  depend  on  mind  and  reason  in  all  things,  of  investigations  in  theology  or  inter- 
pretation of  its  scriptures.     It  is  absurd  to  deny  it,  a  dilemma  inextricable. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  are  necessarily  imperfect,  from  the  imperfect  state  of  mind, 
unenlightened  by  reason,  of  their  writers. 

They  are  all  a  fraud  on  mind,  and  rely  on  fallacy  of  human  nature,  invoking  the 
greater  fraud  of  the  moderns,  to  uphold  this  paganism. 

But  how  can  mind  decide  for  the  world,  when  so  few  have  worthy  minds  for  all  pur- 
poses of  life  1 

The  minds  of  the  priestocracy  are  incompetent  to  meet  the  requisitions  of  the  world, 
that  needs  more  than  they  can  comprehend  by  sinister  designs. 

There  are  head  minds  among  all  nations,  to  govern  them,  aided  by  the  govemmeni 
of  the  Ruler  of  all,  who  can  be  found,  if  sought  in  the  right  w^ay. 

The  wants  of  the  universe  can  only  be  met  by  God,  principles  and  mind. 

But  where  did  we  ever  see  a  country  flourish  by  civilization,  without  the  bible  ? 
That  must  be,  afler  all  pretensions,  the  bible  of  mind. 

In  the  first  place,  what  country  that  has  books,  and  mind  able  to  read  them,  but  has 
bibles  of  tradition  ?    And  what  country,  thus  situated,  but  has  priests  % 

Is  any  part  of  the  world  exempt  from  these  wiles  of  priestocracy  1  How  can  bibles 
of  tradition,  that  imply  imposition,  be  the  means  of  civilization  ? 

Our  own  country  flourishes  in  freedom,  in  despite  of  the  bible,  as  blessed  was  that 
day  that  separated  church  and  state. 

The  Roman  empire  had  the  bible,  and  flourished  less  than  before.  Her  proudest 
days  were  when  she  had  no  such  bible.  All  the  world  uses  more  or  less  the  bible  of 
mind.     That  it  should  make  rational. 

Mexico  has  the  bible  or  priestocracy,  but  her  ignorance  is  proverbial,  and  her  degra- 
dation is  consistent 
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Why  did  not  the  bible  prevent  the  world  from  the  dark  ages  and  centuries  1 

Xhe  world  grew  worse,  despite  of  all  peculiar  faiths,  till  it  run  down  to  brutal  butch- 
eries of  the  human  race  for  near  two  hundred  years,  and  this  on  account  of  two  kinds 
of  bibles.  It  took  the  world  several  centuries  to  recover,  by  rational  mind.  Peculiar 
bibles  have  outraged  mind,  in  all  its  rights. 

AVhat  restored  the  world  to  its  present  civilization,  but  mind,  in  its  rational  advance- 
ments ?    It  was  the  bible  of  rational  mind,  correlative  to  it^igbt. 

The  truth  of  history  must  be  sustained.  All  that  is  in  the  world  is  referable  to  mind 
and  its  reason,  or  its  perversions. 

The  bibles  of  tradition,  chimeras  of  mind  perverted,  are  evidences  that  mind  must  be 
truly  and  duly  cultivated,  to  be  equal  to  its  position,  the  world^s  guardian.  Mind  can- 
not use  the  universe,  except  by  rational  education,  that  lays  low  all  peculiar  bible  pre- 
tences. 

What  can  an  uneducated  mind  do  in  a  world,  that  may  triumph  over  its  rights  ? 

What  but  a  right  education,  can  duly  protect  mind  all  the  time  1 

When  mind  is  rightly  educated,  it  will  necessarily  see  all  the  world's  iniquities  prac- 
tised on  it. 

Again,  of  the  two  states,  the  non  and  peculiarly  educated  mind,  the  state  that  God, 
through  free-agency,  intended  most  clearly  to  counteract,  cannot  be  entrusted  with  its 
own  or  the  world's  rights  ;  it  is  utterly  defenceless. 

Let  the  world  be  crushed  by  the  absolutism  of  bibles,  and  can  bibles  restore  it  to  its 
propriety  1 

The  mith  of  superstition,  the  peculiar  faith  of  bibles,  keeps  mind  and  reason  out  of 
their  legitimate  fruits,  and  behind  their  noblest  performances. 

What  then  can  you  do  in  any  country  before  civilization,  that  premises  the  highest 
state  of  mind,  reason,  and  just  morals,  a  right  code  of  ethics  ? 

If  mind  be  true,  as  it  should  be  in  all  things,  to  be  right  and  true,  mind  and  reason 
are  bound  to  support  it ;  but  if  untrue,  mind  and  reason  are  bound  to  dissolve  it.  I  wUl 
sabmit  these  questions,  in  answer  to  the  objection  that  the  world  has  been  at  most  times 
abundantly  in  error,  in  regard  to  mind  and  reason. 

I.  Is  not  the  advancement  of  mind  progressive  and  g^dual,  in  all  the  relations  of 
science  and  philosophy,  as  clearly  proved  by  the  comparatively  recent  and  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  unbounded  blessings  of  a  constitutional  representative  government,  which 
freemen  enjoy,  and  that  gives  them  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  as  a 
test ;  and  yet  this  was  not  established  till  1776,  by  the  United  States,  that  had  to  re- 
ceive the  experience  of  practice  till  1787,  before  they  realized  the  natural  blessings  of 
mind? 

Yet  still,  by  the  constitution  of  the  latest  state,  California,  that  results  on  the  Union's 
experience,  have  we  only  discovered  the  true  principle  of  governing  the  financial  ad- 
ministration of  a  country  on  honesty  and  freedom  of  good  faith,  by  pledging  the  vote  of 
thepeople  prior  to  the  expenditure. 

The  test  of  the  world's  experience  now  declares  that  there  should  be  no  important 
state  debts,  except  the  people,  who  are  taxed,  vote  previously  upon  the  measures. 

The  actual  history  of  the  world  proves  the  slow  development  of  mind's  rational  great- 
ness, in  things  as  they  are  by  nature,  and  not  as  the  world's  dreamer's  imagine.  Now 
it  is  for  patriotic  minds  to  cherish  mind,  for  its  world-wide  developments,  and  not  see  it 
frustrated  by  conspiring  priestocracies. 

II.  If  mankind  was  destitute  of  the  bible  of  tradition,  especially  from  the  creation,  as 
they  were  to  the  time  of  the  New  Testament,  except  those  of  Palestine,  &c.,  what  was 
its  substitute  but  mind  and  reason,  at  all  such  periods  of  time,  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  years,  according  to  the  book  of  geology  ? 

Again,  what  is  the  condition  of  the  world's  majority  at  this  time,  let  alone  all  past 
ages,  and  what  in  the  meantime,  of  hundreds  of  years,  is  to  be  done,  before  they  all  re- 
ceive and  appreciate  the  bible,  whose  circulation  cannot  be  completed  for  many  ages  of 
the  world,  and  not  adopted  after  its  circulation  ? 

Sectarianism  is  trying  its  best,  in  antagonism,  respecting  the  great  peculiar  faiths  o£ 
the  whole  world,  to  cnt  down  all  but  itself,  as  infallible  and  orthodox;  all  others  being, 
fallible  and  heresies. 

Even  in  the  Christian  faith,  there  is  a  prohibition  of  even  protestant  works — ay,  even 
bibles— calling  them  vicious  editions,  in  some  of  the  countries  where  the  Roman  faith 
is  predominant. 

The  peculiar  faith  of  the  state  precludes  a  fair  and  free  liberal  and  rational  discussion 
of  other  points  of  faith,  and  is  a  tyranny  wherever  established. 

Omnipotent  as  God's  truth  is,  still  there  is  no  exclusion  of  aught  of  faith,  till  rational 
mind  declares  the  proper  position,  which  implies  the  justice  of  the  case. 
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III.  Are  any  bibles  of  tradition,  the  bible  especially  now  impeached  and  discarded,  en- 
dorsed by  approved  contemporaneous  history,  a  well-authenticated  proof  on  its  own 
analysis,  to  the  satisfaction  of  mind ;  not  by  affiliated  conspirators,  but  disinterested  and 
competent  witnesses,  which  would  be  nothing  less  than  divine  creatorship  ? 

This  question  cannot  be  answered  by  the  whole  world,  and  has  nonplused  all 
the  best  debaters,  to  whom  actually  we  are  indebted,  as  means,  in  the  defeat  of  the  bible 
especial. 

Were  not  the  books  of  tne  bible  especial,  voted  on  as  to  their  supposed  genuineness 
or  spuriousness,  by  a  majority  of  the  council  of  Nice,  clearly  proving  the  action  and 
coemizance  of  mind,  but  mind  of  those  interested  ? 

Now  the  majority  of  the  world^s  disinterested  theologians,  the  men  of  mind,  has 
.voted  it  all  tlie  time  in  a  minority  ;  of  course,  then,  the  best  of  aU  decisions  after  that 
of  rationality,  is  the  republican  one  of  majorities.  The  world  cannot  see  its  majority 
for  any  one  peculiar  faith  or  bible. 

IV.  Do  not  the  exact  order  and  system,  the  harmonious  arrangement  of  the  universe 
on  conservative  principles  regulated  in  all  its  functions,  prove  incontestibiy  the  rule  of 
a  Great  First  Supreme  Cause,  only  discovered  by  the  gradual  progress  of  mind's 
improvement  in  causation  ?  You  cannot  dare  deny  it,  if  so,  you  are  a  degraded  atheist, 
a  being  that  denies  the  very  sublimest  principles  of  rational  mind. 

But  sophists  and  bigots  will  assume  that  their  bible  especial,  can  only  point  out  the 
god.  It  is  all  pretence,  which  they  know  to  be  false,  and  is  defeated  by  the  third  ques- 
tion, which  is  unanswerable. 

But  you  will  deplore  the  condition  of  the  world,  as  if  God  did  not  govern  it,  and  de- 
clare that  the  world  cannot  be  safe  and  survive  if  we  do  not  obey  the  doctrines  of  your 
especial  bible.     This  is  the  fraud  of  priestocracies. 

We  must  examine  by  proper  analysis,  the  scriptures  on  your  gratuitous  introduction, 
and  we  must  let  them  abide  their  own  testimony,  which  their  failure  of  proof,  their  con- 
tradictions imply. 

If  the  only  code  of  morals  and  religion  existed  in  any  especial  bible  of  tradition,  then 
we  might  be  justly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  its  impeachment  and  expulsion,  but  we  liare 
clear  proof  that  the  best  code  of  ethics  and  morals  exists  by  the  exact  light  of  mind 
and  reason,  reflected  by  science  and  philosophy,  that  God  has  given  all  diligent  investi- 
gators, aided  by  rationalism,  consistent  with  the  advancements  of  the  age,  and  develop- 
ments of  mind. 

Now  what  does  any  rational  being  w^ant  with  the  scriptures,  that  cannot  stand  the 
pure  test  of  truth  ;  how  then  can  they  be  truthful,  when  defeated  by  intrinsic  and  ex- 
trinsic proof,  and  thereby  necessarily  impeached.  And  this  is  emphatically  the  position 
of  all  peculiar  faiths. 

There  is  no  just  cause  of  withholding  the  exposure  of  all,  when  no  mind  can  justify 
past  superstitions  of  all  those  that  conspired  against  its  divine  rights. 

What  can  justify  the  collusions  and  duplicity  of  priestocracies  that  are  an  abomina- 
tion to  the  God  of  creation  ? 

What  shall  justify  their  frauds  on  mind,  to  book  God^s  divinity,  tliereby  libeling  it) 
with  their  vanity  and  deception,  and  restricting  mind  for  all  time  to  come,  in  the  little- 
ness of  their  own  degradation  ? 

Bibles  of  tradition  are  criminal  codes  when  they  not  only  do  not  come  up  to  the 
appropriate  demands  of  mind,  but  actually  contravene,  its  best  and  holiest  requisitions. 

The  Hebrews,  even  the  patriarchs,  the  head  of  the  whole,  as  the  orientals,  practiced 
polygamy,  while  the  Grecian  and  Roman  republics  excluded  it  to  the  shame  of  the  Jews, 
the  peculiar  chosen  people. 

With  all  the  precepts  of  that  bible,  how  came  the  Hebrews  to  sacrifice  their  children 
iiO  the  devil,  Moloch  of  the  fire,  but  that  they  were  below  the  proper  standard  of  tniod, 
truth  and  religion,  the  worst  devotees  of  superstition  ? 

What  are  all  their  peculiar  bibles,  if  they  were  peculiar  savages  ?  Of  course  their 
bibles  are  savage  codes. 

WiU  any  modern  now,  be  so  stupid  as  to  endorse  their  superatition  for  religion  ? 
How  then  can  he  adopt  more  stupidly,  the  impositions  and  superstitions  founded  thereon  ? 
Does  the  world  know  what  it  is  doing  ?  Does  not  the  state  of  the  Jews  show  the  want 
of  civilization,  only  to  be  accomplished  by  mind  in  its  lofliest  triumphs  of  rational  de- 
yelonment? 

Where  then  is  the  superiority  of  this  people,  who  are  assumed  to  be  the  chosen  people 
of  God?    What  God?    Moloch? 

Does  not  each  bible  show  the  best  exhibition  of  the  mind  of  the  writer  ? 
All  the  priests'  bibles  must  expose  mind's  perversions,  and  the  bible  of  mind  most 
eibibit  the  rational  views  of  religion,  or  it  is  sdf-condemned. 
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The  priests'  bibles  are  not  God's,  and  their  delineation  of  God^s  character  is  such, 
conceived  in  the  imperfection  of  the  minds  of  the  writers^  as  to  display  him  a  peculiar 
god  of  them,  not  of  the  universe.  That  is  certain.  God  was  the  creator  of  all  such 
inen,  but  not  as  they  described  him.  He  was  above  their  pen.  That  decides  the  ques- 
tion that  the  peculiar  faith  of  their  inferior  states  of  mind,  is  not  to  be  imposed  on  a 
better  state  of  civilization^  Tradition  was  imperfect  in  the  hunter,  a  rude  state  of 
society,  how  then  even  in  the  pastoral  age,  in  the  absence  of  written  documents,  not 
peculiar  and  pertinent  to  those  ages,  could  any  history  be  correct? 

If  we  analyze  the  condition  of  the  American  Indians,  we  at  once  see  the  impossibility 
of  their  transmitting  the  code  of  ethics  and  correct  chronology  of  the  first  ancestors. 
All  that  is  impracticable,  is  an  imposition.  All  the  conceptions  about  Deity  of  each 
age  of  the  four  states  of  society,  exhibit  the  relative  state  of  mind  most  imperfect,  at 
first,  at  which  time  its  imbecility  in  duly  appreciating  the  attributes  of  God  especially 
is  proved,  incontestibly  by  gratuitous  theories  moat  fabulous,  assumed  for  peculiar  faith* 

The  oral  pretences  of  the  ignorant  ages  are  advanced  by  the  priests  in  Books  of  tra- 
dition reflecting  all  such  conceptions,  whilst  the  most  exalted  character  of  Deity  is  daily 
proved  above  all  booking,  for  whom  adoration  increases  for  time,  until  eternity  unveils 
his  mightiest  qualities. 

We  can  set  no  bounds  to  mind's  elevation  and  appreciation  of  God,  as  has  been 
absurdly  and  wantonly  done  by  the  preists  and  hierarchists,  thus  proving  conclusively 
their  biae  corruption. 

The  misfortune  is  that  bibles  of  tradition  having  the  faults  and  yices  of  each  prior 
age,  transmit  them  as  setfasts  to  the  last,  that  of  civilization,  that  labors  under  inextri- 
cable difficulties  to  rid  itself  thereof. 

All  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  all  the  self-interests  of  the  priestocracy,  with 
the  idle  superstitions  of  both,  conspire  in  this  ignominious  collusion.  The  people,  mind, 
is  thereby  defrauded. 

Future  civihzation  will  better  reveal  mind's  present  imperfections,  and  cause  it  to  rely 
forever  on  liberal  and  just  principles  only,  t«  which  point  we  are  approaching. 

Such  a  state  will  lead  all  the  world  to  liberty,  intellectual  and  religious  expansions  of 
mind  ;  all  bible  authors  have  gone  to  the  works  of  creation,  for  display  of  their  authen- 
ticity, those  of  tradition  have  laid  hold  of  peculiar  views  as  miracles,  prophecies 
and  mysteries,  like  ignorant  pagans,  but  does  their  testimony  accord  with  God's  book? 

Is  Uod  sole  genius  of  his  own  creation,  when  they  claim  tmdition  of  faith  from  inspi- 
ration, and  commit  wholesale  frauds  ? 

How  difficult  has  it  been  for  mind  to  extricate  itself  from  the  toils  of  priestcraft, 
their  spoils  system  ? 

Such  bibles  cannot  be  owned  by  God,  and  cannot  be  current  with  honest  minds. 

We  could  forgive  Moses  and  his  associate  priests  for  imperfect  bibles  of  mind,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  but  not  of  tradition  palmed  on  the  people  as  that  of  God,  who 
is  thereby  basely  libeled. 

All  suoh  bibles  of  tradition  are  ineffectual  to  restrain  atheists,  and  produce  polythe- 
ists,  if  we  take  in  the  comprehension  of  the  whole  subject  that  is  legitimate. 

All  things  should  be  properly  represented,  to  inspire  full  and  perfect  confidence  in 
Deity. 

All  scriptures  of  tradition  are  dangerous  books,  as  they  are  sectarian,  and  must  clash 
with  each  other  and  the  universal  catholic  interest  of  the  world. 

The  old  bible  of  Moses,  that  advocates  a  pecuhar  faith  sa^s,  "  Look  unto  me,  and  be 
e  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  else.  I  have  sworn 
>y  myself,  the  word  has  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  righteousness,  and  shall  not  return, 
that  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear.  Surely  shall  one  say, 
in  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and  strength.  Isaiah,  xlv.  22, 24.  ^*  Thou  art  God 
alone.''  Psalms,  Ixxxvi.  9,  10. 

Now  all  such  bible  authors  are  false  witnesses,  they  are  perjured,  for  the  God  of  the 
universe  universally  addressed  rational  mind,  but  never  spoke  to  man  any  such  words — 
much  less  to  prophets.  The  God  of  all  science  and  wisdom  never  spoke  so  that  hlA 
own  science  could  correct  him  about  his  solecism  of  the  ends  of  the  earth.  And  God 
never  swore  about  the  eternal  inheritance  of  land  to  the  Jews,  as  (Exodus,  icxxii,)  Mosea 
stated,  to  be  detected  by  his  own  function,  time. 

God's  conservative  principles  exclude  saviors,  angels,  messengers,  and  messiahs, 
and  execute  his  plans  and  systems,  thereby  proving  his  exalted  character  as  Almighty. 

But  open  the  door  to  any  bible  of  tradition,  and  innumerable  such  are  mind  and  hand- 
faetured,  no  matter  how  contradictory.  See  what  contradiction  is  involved,  by  the  next 
bible  emanating  therefrom.  Do  not  the  prophecies  and  the  declarations  of*^  scripture 
clash? 
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"  God  sent  not  his  son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through 
him  might  be  saved. *^  John,  iii.  17. 

Why  has  it  not  been  saved  1  Why  all  this  libel  on  God,  impeaching  his  imbecOity 
every  way,  first  and  last,  and  all  this  contradiction  proving  corruption  and  perversion  of 
mind? 

Here  are  two  positions,  that  prove  the  contradictions  of  two  bible9  and  the  condem- 
nation of  both. 

Here  one  peculiar  bible  lies,  and  another  peculiar  bible  does  it  also.  Who  is  the 
son. of  God?  God  does  not  procreate  but  create,  then  this  impostor  is  nothing  but  a 
creature,  a  mere  mortal,  and  his  biographers  are  perjurers. 

If  God's  wisdom  and  power  are  infinite,  then  all  messiahs  and  priestocracy  are 
excluded,  and  his  universal  book,  that  none  but  a  Divine  Being,  a  God  could  write, 
teaches  that.     But,  that  the  corrupt  priestocracy  could  not  appropriate. 

WTiat  held  the  universe  together  for  thousands  of  years  in  their  absence,  but  conser- 
vative principles  of  God,  that  apply  most  magnificently  in  all  the  physical,  social,  moral, 
and  religious  departments  ? 

Clearly,  then,  all  these  are  useless  and  injuriously  in  the  way,  and  must  be  rejected. 
To  the  preceding  is  opposed  Isaiah  xliv.  8,  "  Is  there  a  God  besides  me  1  Yea,  there 
is  no  God ;  I  know  not  any :  6.  I  am  the  first,  and  I  am  the  last :  and  besides  me, 
there  is  no  God." 

These  points  destroy  each  other,  as  the  Jews  who  interpreted  the  scriptures,  as  a 
peculiar  people  had  a  peculiar  right,  decide  by  their  actions. 

If  the  Jews  are  right,  the  Christians  are  wrong,  but  if  the  first  are  wrong  originally, 
of  course,  the  last  are  so  incidentally,  then  the  Christians  are  wrong  any  way  it  can  be 
fixed.     So  much  for  building  one  8tor)r  on  another,  and  sectarianizing  on  sectarianism. 

What  does  it  all  amount  to,  when  it  is  not  the  God  of  the  universe  spoke,  but  Isa.  xliv. 
6,  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  the  king  of  Israel."  No,  the  God  of  the  universe  never 
knew  one  of  the  pretended  prophets  of  Israel,  from  Abram  through  Moses  to  Christ ;  he 
could  not  belittle  himself  by  such  trifling  peculiarity, — never.  Thus  the  Christian  has 
cut  himself  loose  from  the  Jew  bible,  on  which  he  pretended  to  hold,  and  loses  all  o( 
the  Creator.  None  can  rely  on  prophecy,  for  if  the  peculiar  god  attempted  it  he  per- 
jured himself  in  Exode,  and  if  he  did  not,  which  is  the  true  position,  then  all  the  bibles 
and  every  man  of  them  are  liars,  and  are  all  excluded  by  their  own  perjury,  that 
amounts  to  the  worst  of  blasphemy,  for  attempting  to  palm  it  on  their  peculiar  god  who 
had  nothing  to  do  therewith.  Thus  are  the  priestocracy  the  most  degraded  of  human 
nature,  and  the  modern  sect  is  the  worst  of  the  whole. 

The  world  has  to  search  but  one  scriptures  that  are  authentic,  that  are  God- written 
as  created,  and  none  other — they  are  they  that  testify,  of  all  mind^s  perversions. 
Rationality  declares  all  this  with  unerring  certainty,  that  sacred  scriptures  are  created, 
not  written.     ' 

Was  it  ever  intended  to  recover  mind  from  idolatry  ?  Before  you  can  stop  idol- wor- 
ship, arrest  your  man-worship  :  but  then  your  bible  is  idol-worship. 

As  to  the  bible's  proof  of  a  God,  it  sinks  into  utter  insignificance  before  the  snblirac 
"^ system  and  harmony  of  the  universe,  that  no  rational  being  of  this  age  can  pretend  to 
deny. 

All  scriptures  of  tradition  are  naught  but  assertion,  and  no  more  but  tradition,  and 
conclusively  prove  that  prophecy  is  a  false  light  indeed,  and  only  sustained  by  perjury. 
When  all  the  chief  prophets  and  their  peculiar  god  are  caught  in  oaths  proved  false  by 
time,  that  shows  the  expulsion  and  dispersion  of  the  Jews  from  their  inheritance  for- 
ever, that  cannot  be  modified  by  any  who  ihus  perjure  themselves  to  unperjure  their 
bible.     You  have  no  perfect  example  to  point  to. 

Instead  of  a  David  an  assassin,  point  your  citizens  to  a  Washington,  a  purer  and 
better  character. 

The  bible  has  caused,  by  its  tenets  of  predestination,  the  horrors  and  iniquities  of  . 
the  inquisition,  and  interminable  agitations  for  future  punishments. 

Under  the  assurance  and  brassy  impudence  of  the  priests,  such  views  have  been 
carried  out,  to  the  disgrace  and  violation  of  human  nature. 

Their  bible  is  most  flagitiously  false,  treacherous,  tory  to  God  and  mind,  as  the  world 
has  no  other  means  but  mind  to  approach  God. 

No  such  bible  can  begin  to  approach  adequately  the  ignorant  heathen,  idiots,  insane, 
and  infants  as  rational  beings.  God  therefore  takes  the  will  for  the  deed,  as  far  as 
rationality  is  concerned. 

The  justice  of  God  must  be  consistent  with  God's  other  attributes.  Whether  there 
be  five  varieties  of  one  species  of  mankind  or  more  than  one,  is  not  essential  to  the 
•olatioa  of  this  mighty  problem  of  rational  religion,  that  yields  to  Deity,  that  could 
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as  easOy  to  create  them  as  the  several  five  grand  divisions  of  the  earth.  The  bihie  cre- 
ation only  makes  one  species  or  race  of  mankind,  though  there  are  several  diversities  of 
the  race. 

Man  may  have  been  created  in  various  portions  of  the  globe — in  Australia,  Africa, 
Ajnerica  as  in  parts  of  Asia — since  the  God  of  Power  can  thus  easUy  display  it 
sreater,  as  competent  in  diversities  of  races,  as  continents,  end  as  much  assimilated. 
Several  individual  varieties  of  the  human  species  must  have  been  created  by  the  great 
first  cause.     Do  we  know  how  many  became  extinct  in  the  world's  age  ? 

The  immensity  of  this  subject  affords  a  plenty  for  originality  of  discussion  by  culti- 
vated minds,  without  encroachments. 

But  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  Greeks  had  not  previous  knowledge  of  the  god  of 
Moses.     The  objection  might  extend  to  the  gods  of  the  Philistines— of  the  world. 

Paul  found  an  inscription  "  to  the  unknown  God"  at  Athens,  and  thereby  clearly 
proTes  that  this  was  not  so,  as  he  undertakes  to  tell  them  who  he  was,  bu^most  falsely. 
But  miracles  must  be  now  performed,  no  matter  how  much  they  violate  natural  laws, 
else  the  commission  of  Christ  is  falsified  and  the  church  is  extinct. 

But  no  miracles  ever  were  performed,  therefore  the  church  of  Christ  had  naught  for 
its  foundation  that  is  trustworthy.  His  prophecy  of  miracles  is  conclusively  false. 
It  has  been  a  pet  system  by  its  nurses,  and  can  define  no  particular  miracles  worthy  of 
the  faith  of  one  immortal  soul. 

In  the  best  countries,  how  yet  are  the  Jews  still  treated  ?  and  what  causes  the  outrage 
still  upon  that  people  ?  In  some  of  the  freest  monarchies  of  Europe  they  are  not 
pemoMtted  to  enjoy  civil  rights ! 

Thus,  noither  is  there  freedom  in  monarchy,  nor  virtue  in  any  peculiar  faith.  All 
such  is  pagan. 

The  forefathers  of  the  Jowr  sacrificed  their  children  to  the  sod6  of  their  idolatry, 
while  succeeding  generations  of  mankind  as  modems,  sacrifice  all  ages  and  both  sexes 
of  immense  numbers,  to  the  tyranny  of  unprincipled  opinions. 

Self-interest  of  peculiar  faith  now  rules  too  far,  and  gives  no  chance  to  the  heretic, 
who  has  to  receive  perdition  beyond  purgatory  as  his  place. 

The  mind  of  the  world  should  not  lead  itself  into  difficulties,  when  it  can  keep  oat  of 
them. 
God's  works  prove  the  bible's  fallacies  and  falsehoods.  Principles  do  not  clash. 
Shall  such  bibles,  and  their  absolutism,  be  fixed  on  the  world  by  the  barbarism  of  the 
ancients,  at  best  but  little  removed  from  half  civilized  savages,  piratical  on  the  posses^ 
sions  and  rights  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages,  and  incapable  of  enlightening  in  morals  and 
wise  legislation  ? 

Truth,  honesty,  and  above  all,  mind  inspirited  to  do  right  and  wisely,  by  inherent 
qualities,  will  stand  before  all  bibles  of  tradition,  and  will  secure  the  unity  of  the  world, 
as  necessary,  as  mind  has  unity,  and  above  all,  God  has  unity. 
Now,  all  sectarian  faith  fails  in  unity,  as  their  heads  have  none. 
The  idea  of  a  bible  of  mind,  the  only  fact  of  bibles  worthy  of  mind,  never  crossed  the 
niiod  of  Moses,  or  the  profession  of  priests.     It  did  not  belong  to  their  sheepish  age. 

They  would  be  as  much  astonished  at  mind's  progress  as  its  many  modern  improve- 
ments, as  steamers,  &c.,  that  overwhelm  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
What  mind  does,  a  dishonest  priestocracy  assumes. 

Now,  Moses,  no  more  than  these  sons  of'^the  forest,  could  know  by  tradition  from  the 
first  ages  of  the  world  what  was  exact  history.  He  did  not  know  their  ages,  names, 
nor  the  most  important  matters. 

Oar  aborigines  first  found  in  America  could  not  tell  what  races  preceded  them  on  this 
continent,  whose  graves  and  moimds  arched  the  mighty  land. 

And  Moses,  or  all  the  authors  of  bible  tradition,  knew  not  of  preceding  races  to  their 
bookings.  The  more  we  go  into  tradition,  the  more  fable  and  less  facts  of  mind  are 
presented. 

Tradition,  then,  if  not  true,  as  most  of  it  is  fabulous,  is  utterly  an  injury  to  man,  in 
the  true  principles  of  rational  religion.     It  is  a  conspiracy  and  collusion  on  mind's  rights. 
Resolve  all  such  national  records  on  the  globe,  and  this  important  fact  flashes  on  the 
enlightened  mind  with  vivid  light 

However  immoral,  untruth  and  legends  of  individual  nations,  affecting  to  be  peculiar, 
are,  still,  if  succeeding  generations  are  not  verdant  enough  to  adopt  them,  it  matters  not 
80  much. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  no  countrj  ever  flouriBhed  without  the  bible !  Where  was 
Rome  hundreds  of  years  ago,  going  from  conquest  to  conquest  ?  Her  bible  kills  the 
other  bibles  if  that  pretence  applies.  With  her  own  bible  she  rose,  with  the  Christians' 
she  fell,  if  bibles  are  to  be  considered. 
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Where  were  many  others,  that  also  flourished  for  a  period  as  ancient  empires,  without 
any  such  bible  ?  Where,  now,  is  China,  that  has  flourished  for  several  thousand  years 
without  any  such  book  1  She  has  her  own  peculiar  faiths,  however  corrupting  they  may 
be,  like  all  others,  more  or  less  in  truth. 

Mexico  was  flourishing  in  her  partial  state  of  civilization,  on  her  own  resources,  with- 
out any  such  book,  prior  to  its  conquest  by  Cortes,  and  well  had  it  been  had  she  not 
received  its  embrace.  It  is  mind,  not  the  bible  of  tradition,  that  keeps  back  mind,  that 
advances  the  world. 

Individuals  and  nations,  the  world  have  flourished  from  creatlon^s  dawn  to  the  prescut 
lime,  only  by  comparative  blessings  of  mind. 

Their  condition  has  corresponded  to  their  improvement,  through  the  essential  princi- 
ples implanted  in  human  nature.  Peculiar  faiths  flourish  by  reason  of  those  verv  prin- 
ciples, that  are  the  elements  of  pure  religion.  No  advocates  of  peculiar  faith,  Jew  or 
Gentile,  Christian  or  Mahometan,  Mormon  or  Brahmin,  can  have  peculiar  principles 
distinct  and  characteristic.  There  are  peculiar  doctines,  but  not  peculiar  principles. 
All  Drinciples  are  the  property  of  God,  and  silently  but  efiectuallv  operate. 

The  priestocracy  faith  must  fall  into  disrepute,  as  good  as  the  best  may  seem  to  have 
been,  inadequate  to  protect  a  free  and  intelligent  people,  from  want  of  due  respect  to 
principles,  that  freemen  prize,  only  answering  for  enslaved  and  vassal  mind,  especially 
of  the  orientals. 

This  is  the  highest  authority  practicable,  afWr  the  undeniable  position  that  all  this 
was  Action. 

Its  peculiar  gods  spoke  as  the  peculiar  oracles^  the  priestocracy,  directed.  TJiis  w 
the  onl^  proper  solution. 

Patriarchal  custom,  dispensation  or  covenant,  is  absolutimi  of  the  priestocracy* 
under  all  its  disguises  and  pretences.  As  the  prieatucracy  are  in  conflict  with  rational 
religion,  they  and  their  peculiar  bibles  are  ruled  out 

Whoso  seek  protection  under  such  auspices  had  better  stay  where  they  are  ;  and  as 
to  obtaining  religion  under  absolutism^  all  had  better  absolve  themselves  from  such  delu- 
sion^ stay  where  they  start,  unless  the  bridge  of  principles,  sound  and  suitable  for  emi- 
grants, be  adopted.  As  the  bibles  of.  peculiar  faith  kill  each  other,  monotheism,  upheld 
by  God^s  word«  protects  mind  and  the  world. 

Is  astronomy  to  be  prostituted,  like  everything  else,  to  the  false  positions  of  bibles  of 
tradition,  that  violate  the  first  principles  of  conservation  1 

The  advocates  of  such  bibles  believe  part  in  reason,  and  part  in  faith,  that  aflbcts 
to  rule  reason  f 

That  is  not  good  morals  nor  logic,  to  deprive  God  of  his  rights  by  mortals !  The 
wiiole  bible  reflects  the  extent  of  what  the  priestocracy  knew — their  obliquity  and  ig- 
norance. 

God^s  principles  can  vindicate  themselves  in  judgment  of  men,  singly  and  generally, 
at  the  court  and  tribunal  of  conscience,  and  ever  present  a  judgment,  more  or  less,  all 
the  time. 

Sectarians  have  the  soul  to  lie  torpid,  instead  of  passing  at  once,  in  uninterrtipted  se^ 
ries  of  existence  and  characteristic  position. 

How  could  they  have  any  exalted,  right  views  of  the  future,  when  they  conid  not 
analyze  rightly  first  principles,  but  limited  the  universe  to  one  sphere  plane,,  demoral- 
ized their  heaven  into  a  hell,  .a  scene  for  brawls  of  vulgar  angels,  and  dwarfed  their 
creation  to  a  peculiar  god  ?  Any  other  faith  about  the  adjournment  of  judgment  day 
seems  a  contradiction,  and  could  only  apply  to  peculiar  faith,  that  is  made  up  of  a  mass 
oi  contradictions  and  miserable  absurdities,  handled  by  men-children.  The  sophists  had 
no  philosophy,  the  faithites  no  bible. 

Why  the  necessity  of  a  final  judgment  to  the  Almighty,  who  has  ©mnipotcnce  and 
omniscience  1 

We  da  not  believe  at  all  in  the  machinery  of  priestocracy,.  that  brings  forward  the 
destruction  to  annihilation  of  any  one  planet,  much  less  in  that  of  all  the  universe,  an 
absurdity  and  imposaibilty  in  God^s  character,  and  the  extra  fears  to  increase  extra  pro^ 
fits  for  the  priestocracy.  As  to  any  other  god  of  priests'  creation,  that  only  produced 
iJbortioD,  I  have  nothing  scarcely  to  add  to  my  previous  reviews  on  that. 

God's  hook  lives  with  him,  and  is  the  great  part  of  his  best  proof.  The  priestocra- 
eies'  book  dies  with  them,  a  base  and  iniquitous  conception. 

God  could  tot  have  written  man's  books  of  tradition  to  libel  himself,  conspire  ag:ainst 
bis  own  empire,  and  degrade  his  own  brightest  jewel,  mind. 

lie  could  never  have  committed  himself  in  all  science,  nor  left  out  important  parts 
essential  to  man's  faith  and  well-being,  for  if  religion  be  blotted  out  of  the  universe, 
mind  must  go  with  it. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


THE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  ANT  SCRIPTURES.  561 

When  Moses  fioarished,  there  were  many  populous  countries,  showing  an  older  state 
of  the  world,  that  might  have  seen  many  previous  races  of  mankind  die  out. 

Of  course  tradition,  or  its  bible,  is  comparatively  worth  but  little  any  way. 

The  Jewish  circumcision  hardly  suited  those  barbarian  times  to  prevent  amalgama- 
tion ;  as  even  with  that  peculiar  custom,  ten  tribes  were  lost  certainly.  This  peculiarity 
does  not  suit  the  present  advance  of  civilization,  but  has  prevented  the  diffusion  of  this 
superstitious  people  among  the  more  civilized  nations  of  the  earth,  and  has  injured  this 
nation  time  after  time,  arousing  the  world's  prejudices. 

If  the  Jews  had  any  thing  worth  being  peculiar  about,  it  might  do,  but  all  arc  the 
pretences  of  superstition.     The  truth  of  history  must  be  asserted. 

The  bible  of  Moses  authorizes  the  most  absurd  pretences  of  priestocracy,  and  en- 
slavement of  mind  about  criminal  absurdities,  that  must  involve  the  severest  penalties. 
God  is  not  served  by  such  fanaticism. 

The  state  of  ignorance  is  innocence,  compared  with  the  crimes  of  such  errors. 

The  bible  of  tradition  teaches  miserable  superstition  about  ghosts  and  visions  that 
take  a  first  hold  on  the  human  mind  that  is  with  extreme  difficulty  disenthralled  there- 
from. 

Its  morals  about  witchcraft  and  wizards  are  miserable,  causing  destruction  and 
butchery,  without  limit,  of  women,  children  and  men,  that  are  even  helpless. 

What  cruelty  and  barbarism !  The  people  that  have  received  the  tradition  are 
hardest  to  be  rid  of  such  opinions.  Let  not  peculiar  education  be  fostered  in  any  way, 
to  supersede  most  rational  education  and  rational  religion. 

If  right  opinions  and  morals  be  inculcated,  the  people  will  be  right.  But  such  bibles 
will  never  do  that :  we  have  advanced  considerably,  but  mind  is  the  mighty  lever  of  the 
world's  morals. 

Why  are  politicians  so  selfish  and  corrupt  as  not  to  seek  to  correct  all  such  ? 

Fostering  such  tales  is  superstition,  that  destroys  the  integrity  and  organic  purity  of 
mind. 

Where  are  statesmen,  patriots  and  philanthropists,  that  they  surrender  up  the  vital 
question,  instead  of  enlightening  the  dark  circles  of  the  world  ? 

But  the  world  cannot  appreciate  wisdom  previously  to  knowing  the  value,  taught  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case.  Now  you  advocate  that  horrid  book,  and  these  are  the  bloody 
statutes,  ready  to  be  vitalized  when  despotism  bids. 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  that  ?  That,  with  this  viper,  you  have  all  its  poison  ?  All 
is  wanted  is  the  chance  ! 

Most  may  not  thank  authors  for  teaching  what  will  benefit,  but  a  paramount  duty  has 
to  be  done.  Let  not  the  good  forget  to  decide  and  settle  the  mighty  question  of  the 
world's  morals,  stay  the  decline  of  mind  and  nations,  and  establish  the  sound  institutions 
of  God's  religion,  and  that  it  is  the  neglect  of  these  that  has  so  long  delayed  the  highest 
civilization.  Religion  cannot  flourish  without  rational  education,  a  wise  and  enlightened 
legislation. 

But  some  affect  to  look  to  the  bible,  as  if  religion  had  been  booked  by  priests.  That 
is  an  impossibility.  The  bible's  detraction  from  mind's  and  religion's  rights  are  by  the 
earthly  considerations  of  the  priests. 

The  prophecies  of  the  bibles  are  all  kUIed  off  in  several  respects,  especially  by  the 
proof  of  the  bible  perjuries  in  Exode. 

Ail  the  prophecies  are  nullified  or  are  ineffectual  by  the  disbelief  of  the  chosen 
people,  who  had  cognizance  of  the  scriptures  and  all  the  circumstances,  being  the  best 
able  to  decide  whether  Christ  died  a  God  or  mortal,  if  such  a  being  ever  did  exist. 

If  they  had  been  convinced  that  Christ  was  God,  they  could  not  have  been  kept  from 
him,  whether  the  poorest  that  poverty  could  make. 

But  the  chosen  people  have  decided  against  Christ,  and  of  course  that  the  whole  is  a 
felonious  fabrication  of  him.     Religion  decides  as  much  for  all  the  world  of  paganism. 

Had  Christians  a  proper  analysis  of  mind,  instead  of  fanaticism  of  peculiar  faith, 
they  would  at  once  have  seen  through  all  this  base  humbuggery,  and  given  the  Jews 
credit  at  least  for  sincerity  in  a  matter  that  supremely  arouses  it  in  all  pure  minds. 

The  only  question  so  often  adverted  to  that  could  possibly  be  included  or  arise,  is  as 
to  the  availability  of  messiahship,  and  that  is  clearly  refuted  by  the  attributes  of  God. 
The  centVe  of  gravitation  of  all  the  universcf  that  includes  all  this  mighty  question,  is 
God,  who  must  be  for  himself,  and  not  divided,  to  be  held  responsible  for  its  satisfactory 
preservation. 

The  bible  of  Moses  hardly  begins  to  look  at  the  world  as  at  present  constituted.  It 
presents  the  character  of  the  priest  and  his  affiliation  above  that  of  other  men,  whereas 
it  has  degraded  it  far  below.  With  what  face  of  honesty  can  the  presumptuous  priests 
offer  the  world  the  pretences  of  any  such  bibles  1 
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All  sectarians  that  hare  been  enlightened  by  the  tuition  of  time,  as  the  Jews,  ought 
to  see,  that  they  are  no  chosen  selection  of  any  god,  and  that  they  are  doing  the  God 
of  the  universe  injustice  to  longer  refuse  diffusion  among  the  world^s  people. 

All  must  see  that  there  cannot  possibly  exist  any  reality  in  any  faith  independent  of 
that  only  that  acquiesces  in  the  exclusive  majesty  of  the  Author  of  all. 

Will  God  hold  any  guiltless  that  propagate  any  other  to  derogate  from  hia  character, 
attributes  and  sovereignty  ?     Why  are  they  propagated  ? 

Superstition  and  all  the  machinery  of  absolutism,  perversions  and  stupidity  of  mind, 
amply  explain  or  give  the  solution. 

Ignorance  and  imposition  at  first  were  the  means  of  their  propagation.  The  sword 
was  tried  for  hundreds  of  years,  but  the  cimeter  repelled  its  conquests  for  a  time.  The 
bibles  turned  the  sword  into  the  vitals  of  civil  society,  and  civil  wars  arose  in  civil 
strife.  Now,  the  most  forcible  illustration  was  carried  out,  especially  by  the  very 
peculiar  chosen  people,  who  claim  paternity  to  bibleocracy  of  tradition. 

Science,  philosophy  and  civilization,  the  mighty  results  of  rational  mind's  action  on 
principles  of  God,  have  come  to  rescue  the  world  from  the  thraldom  of  bibles  of  pecu- 
liar faith.  The  church,  then,  must  all  be  separated  from  absolutism,  and  religion  from 
peculiar  faith  of  hierarchy. 

Even  in  this  union,  as  free  as  the  mind  was  in  some  things,  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  was  not  relished,  and  the  names  of  those  enga£red  therein  were  scowled  on. 

Sagacious  and  insidious  casuistry  and  Jesuitry  of  Uie  whole  ancient  world  joined 
civil  and  faith-  government,  church  to  state  power,  and  united  all  the  circle  by  force 
and  sophistry,  with  an  influence  that  triumphed  for  the  superstition  of  the  world  for 
future  oeing. 

The  custom  of  the  ancients  was  deference  to  the  word  of  man,  clothed  in  brief 
authority,  in  all  the  departments  of  his  dynasty.  It  was  not  only  unquestioned,  but 
had  the  most  respectful  approval.  Orientalism  that  luxuriated  on  people's  rights, 
decided  without  appeal,  and  the  terrors  of  the  future  crushed  every  latent  opposi- 
tion by  the  brute  force  of  man  over  the  mastery  of  mind.  It  was  mind  perverted  by 
tricks  and  bribes. 

This  degraded  position  of  a  world's  prejudices  had  to  be  broken  down,  either  by  reason 
or  the  people's  bayonets.  If  mind  had  its  legitimate  sway,  conservative  revolution 
would  ere  this  have  triumphed. 

The  most  that  has  been  done  to  the  present  time,  is  that  one  superstitious  pagan  faith 
has  superseded  another,  all  to  be  superseded  by  rational  religion.  If  the  ancients  had 
little  philosophy,  that  proves  the  state  of  rational  mind  that  defined  little  religion. 

It  is  the  principle  that  makes  the  rule  all  the  time.  We  would  have  no  right  to  the 
exceptions,  but  for  principles  that  hold  all  creation  in  abeyance. 

No  matter  what  peculiarity  is  the  choice,  God  alone,  that  marshals  the  universe,  must 
rule  the  universal  mind.  All  the  moderns  would  be  pagans,  if  rational  religion  did  not 
give  them  the  sublimity  of  civilization. 

To  meet  the  best  question  that  can  be  entertained  about  what  can  be  done  for  any 
peculiar  faith,  we  say  look  to  the  God  of  nature  alone,  and  appreciate  the  rightiul  way 
of  bis  government  of  the  universe  as  far  as  practicable  for  mind. 

If  the  world  tolerates  one  bible  of  tradition  to  mislead  it,  it  has  to  suffer  by  paganism, 
as  it  opens  the  door  to  all  similar  abuses.  The  same  pretensions  that  admitted  the 
Jews  or  Christians,  admit  the  Mormons,  who  are  only  like  the  balance,  and  have  just 
as  equitable,  a  foundation. 

Their  future  strength  may  decide  the  contest  by  force  or  strategy,  the  only  weapons 
of  peculiar  faith,  not  principle,  that  rules  out  all  such  forever. 

Peculiar  faith  may  establish  as  its  bantlings  any  community  of  women,  even  worse 
than  polygamy,  under  all  the  hideous  deformities  of  radical  agrarianism  and  communism, 
the  chiefs  heading  those  below  them,  and  all  enjoying  one  great  brothel  of  concubinage 
and  prostitution,  unless  the  conservative  law  of  the  majority  rules  out  all  this  abomina- 
tion to  rational  religion.  What  was  the  patriarchal  age,  but  a  degraded  fanaticism 
tolerating  polygamy  1 

The  faith  that  any  peculiar  bible  inculcates  shuts  out  reason,  that  should  shut  out  any* 
all  bibles,  but  that  of  rational  mind,  that  ever  looks  to  the  highest  rationality,  the 
universal  standard,  and  that  condemns  all  peculiar  pagan  bibles. 

But  smart  men  have  said  that  they  believed  in  the  bible  of  tradition,  and  have  been 
in  the  church  of  their  country.  Of  course  this  very  position  has  subjected  the  world 
in  all  its  parts  to  the  peculiar  faith  of  that  peculiar  part,  no  matter  bow  flagitious 
and  vile. 

Is  this  reason  }  The  various  people  of  each  country  are  held  in  abeyance  to  too 
peculiar  forms  of  faith  predominant,  as  pagan  custom  and  power  have  decided. 
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But  are  any  of  these  abuses  to  decide  in  this  important  matter,  when  the  God  of  the 
miiverse  has  demonstrated  the  hideous  fallacy  Uiereof  ? 

Could  Moses  or  any  other  priest,  interested  as  all  were  in  assumption  of  chief  power, 
be  trusted  with  rights  that  they  have  always  abused,  perjuring  themselves  for  1 

In  enlightened  ages  they  would  have  had  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  enlight- 
ened public  opinion. 

Shall  that  opinion,  which  they  and  all  bible  advocates  basely  violate,  be  forever 
asleep  ? 

God  deals  in  omniscience  and  forethoughts,  but  the  bible  of  Moses  has  fallaciously 
libeled  him  as  dealing  in  after-thoughts,  as  the  priestocracy  writers  were  wofully  igno- 
rant of  their  whole  subject,  and  caricatured  the  whole  botch,  that  is,  themselves. 

But  priestocracies  and  their  cliques  who  take  all  they  utter  for  granted,  like  debased 
vassals,  affect  to  know  that  there  is  nothing  like  the  bible  that  is  the  main  idol.  Take 
that  away,  say  they,  and  we  have  nothing  left.  That  is  a  libel  on  the  whole  truth. 
Where  is  mind,  that  institutes  mind^s  civilization  ? 

But  we  cannot  know  how  to  proceed.  Where  is  reason,  that  looks  through  nature 
up  to  nature's  God,  his  word,  cause,  and  effect,  to  the  solution  of  the  whole  problem, 
the  universe. 

The  actual  history  of  the  world  and  mankind,  proves  all  this  position  most  correct 
on  correct  analysis. 

Of  course  all  such  bibles  cannot  be  available  as  superior  to  honest  mind,  even  superior 
to  God. 

Mind  shows  the  only  best  inspiration  from  God.  But  bigots  affect  to  claim  that  they 
know  nothing  of  God  but  by  these  bibles. 

They  should  speak  only  for  themselves,  blunderbusses  and  ignoramuses,  as  they 
know  anything  else  but  the  God  of  the  universe,  the  god  of  their  creation  only,  not 
their  creator. 

If  they  were  not  wilfully  and  stupidly  blind,  they  could  only  know  God  through  his 
works,  by  and  through  mind,  whose  inspiration  is  the  true  point. 

Bibles  of  tradition  multiply  mortals  into  teachers  and  dictators  of  their  tuition,  in 
place  of  mind's  inspiration,  that  must  supersede  all  such  pretenders. 

There  can  be  only  two  kinds  of  bibles,  those  of  tradition  and  of  the  dark  ages,  to 
be  superseded  by  that  of  mind,  enlightened  to  the  height  of  civilization,  as  the  savage 
sons  of  the  forest  are  ruled  out  by  the  sons  of  cultivated  intellect  mind,  that  is  the 
proper  master  afler  God  of  the  world,  creation. 

How  ignorant  the  bible  writers  were  of  all  the  great  functions  of  principles !  They 
have  libeled  most.  They  make  out  that  death  is  the  result  of  man's  fsdl,  all  a  mere 
fiction  of  theirs. 

Life  is  a  debt  that  mortals  h^e  to  pay  in  passing  through  on  this  earth,  and  death  is 
a  debt  of  nature,  not  the  curse  of  sin,  which  is  absurd  and  false,  but  the  decree  of 
God. 

The  first  requires  the  best  philosophy  and  religion  of  self-denial,  the  best  exorcism 
of  supposed  evil  through  reason  and  reason's  wisdom,  the'best  affiliation  to  parents 
worthy  to  protect  and  defend  their  charge — and  at  its  close  for  the  actor  to  be  conscious 
of  life  well  and  gloriously  spent  in  good. 

Then  man's  life  is  that  of  living,  not  a  lesson  of  despair,  to  be  preyed  upon  by  the 
impostors  of  souls. 

Man  has  to  look  to  the  great  author  of  life,  not  to  poor  mortals,  the  lowest  of  the 
low  lying  priestocracies. 

We  see  that  Moses  needed  reason  to  govern  the  children  of  Israel ;  much  more  stupid 
was  the  priestocracy  to  assume  the  government  of  the  world. 

He  and  others  that  fixed  up  their  bibles,  were  ambitious  speculators  in  the  stock  of 
mind,  avaricious  gamblers  for  the  souls  of  men,  blasphemous  hucksters  in  the  drama  of 
evO. 

What  claim  have  all  faithloquists,  hand  and  mind  jugglers,  to  the  world's  respect  ? 
What  is  such  history,  so  unsubstantiated  by  the  facts  of  nature,  worth  ? 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  incompetent  to  produce  refined,  pure  religion  at  all,  and 
are  unworthy  of  mind's  respect,  even  for  slaves,  to  be  regarded  only  as  successful  jug- 
glers for  the  world's  age  of  popular  ignorance  and  sophistry. 

God  gives  ideas  and  principles,  and  all  the  elements  capital  of  mind.  Bibles  of  tra- 
dition advance  words  of  demoralization,  the  basest  desecration  of  truth. 

To  be  above  criticism,  do  you  believe  in  such  bibles  ? 

You  say  you  do  not  understand  them,  the  bible  especially.  There  are  some  parts 
you  do  not  and  cannot  believe ;  then  that  position  destroys  its  validity,  as  "  not  one  jot 
or  tittle  can  be  led  out."  .     . ^ . ^ .. . ., 
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There  are  several  views  obvious  to  children's  minds  in  this  bible,  tliat  utterly  con- 
demn it.  The  ancients  were  the  children  of  ignorance  and  the  victims  of  imposture, 
and  their  dictators  did  not  expect  that  the  future  would  disclose  so  plainly  and  unequivo- 
cally those  absurd  pretences. 

1  here  are  no  rewards  so  universal^  and  supreme,  as  those  of  mind. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  cannot  enable  us  to  give  any  appreciation  and  adoration  to 
Deity,  as  they  give  us  mere  man's  creations  and  idols  always,  nor  can  they  keep  pace 
with  mind's  elevation,  or  the  truth  of  facts  that  belong  to  the  God  of  nature. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  give  us  the  caricature  of  God,  the  moment  tradition  is  advanced 
bypriestocracies. 

The  less  cultivated  the  ancients,  the  more  they  substituted  hypothesis  of  theory,  and 
the  last  for  facts,  heaping  masses  of  error  on  error,  whereas  verification  of  facts  alone 
build  up  proper  systems  and  truth. 

Such  mere  personal  authority  will  not  suffice  for  facts.  The  code  of  Moses  could 
never  have  answered  at  all,  for  those  that  could  not  help  themselves,  a  people  jost 
emerging  from  half-barbaric  state.  Error  is  not  fit  for  mind  at  any  time*.  Thus  tlie 
moral  power  of  the  world  is  identified  with  its  intellectual  position. 

All  that  the  world  is — if  any  thing  excellent,  it  is  by  mind,  intellect,  soul,  that  jnake 
the  people  of  their  proper  account ;  then  let  the  world  use  right  minds. 

But  what  is  the  use  of  a  general  convocation  of  the  universal  dead,  as  fire  is  to  de- 
stroy the  earth  ?  What  then  is  to  become  of  the  souls  and  bodies,  that  are  to  inhabit 
the  new  ?  Where  must  they  be,  before  the  new  is  fit  for  their  reception  ?  We  must 
have  the  same  principles  of  gravitation,  or  else  away  goes  the  universe  into  chaos,  as  it 
would  any  how,  if  the  bible  of  tradition  tinkers  have  their  absurd  notions  carried  out. 
Where  will  be  the  new  earth,  when  the  old  is  beine  destroyed  ?  The  most  proper  prin- 
ciples of  philosophy  are  most  wofully  violated,  by  these  writers,  who  eternally  commit 
themselves.  These  science  pretenders  bullied  the  world,  and  thus  made  a  horde  of 
atheists,  who  should  have  been  monotheists. 

Who  that  estimates  these  and  all  analogous  doctrines  of  the  bible,  but  must  at  once 
say  that  the  bible  might  as  well  be  cast  away  ?  Instead  of  destroying  the  earth  or  the 
universe,  destroy  the  bible,  and  all  will  be  right. 

Those  minds  that  are  constitutionally  good,  or  improved  by  rational  education,  can  be 
BO,  anyhow,  by  inherent  rights  of  creation — while,  those  perverted,  cannot  be  anyhow 
bettered,  by  ail  peculiar  bibles,  or  any  other  false  system.  All  that  preserves  the  moral 
world,  is  its  moral  conservative  principles. 

Reject  such  bibles,  as  unworthy  and  incompetent  to  answer  any  good  purpose  for 
the  world. 

Man  is  bad  enough  without  those  bibles  of  tradition  ;  with  them,  his  iniquity  is  inon- 
'  Btrous  to  the  height. 

A  bad  spirit  is  embodied  therein,  and  has  to  be  counteracted  by  the  wise  purposes  of 
mind;  as  fostering  malign  infiuences,  it  must  be  noticed  and  corrected. 

There  are  many  fears,  of  all  the  timid,  about  the  expulsion  of  the  bible  of  tradition. 
Now  we  will  have,  in  process  of  science,  the  bible  of  mind ;  that  is  the  only  safe  means 
to  the  world.    We  can  have  no  other. 

That  has  been  due  the  world ;  usurpation  putting  in  the  despots'  bible. 

Good  men,  without  egotism,  by  all  rational  discussion,  at  any  time,  will  be  obliged  to 
impeach  the  last,  as  demoralizing,  and  seek  to  institute  in  its  place  the  right  means,  de- 
creed by  God,  mind's  right  actions,  as  wise  education  and  legislation. 

As  demoralizing  as  the  bibles  of  tradition  are,  they  are  even  pretended  to  be  superior 
to  the  mind  ;  an  outrage  on  God  at  once,  an  insult  to  the  people,  the  deepest  injury  lo 
all.  The  introducers  took  care  to  have  their  race  in  the  pale  of  their  protection. 
Taught  sophistry,  as  mind  is,  by  this  system,  it  becomes  the  most  unprincipled,  and  will 
contend  to  the  last,  unless  hemmed  in  by  reason. 

Such  minds  will  not  only  stretch  reason  but  conscience.  All  such  examples  cannot 
be  hid  from  the  church ;  and  if  the  head  men  practice  it,  as  they  are  obliged  to  do, 
unless  they  utterly  discard  it,  the  members  must  be  deeply  tempted  and  corrupted  at 
times.  .  .  11  r 

Any  one  who  supports,  knowingly,  sophistries,  improperly  miscalled  divine,  will  iic» 
when  expedient,  and  for  a  cause  always.  He  will  lie  like  his  devil,  to  support  his  pe- 
culiar gospel  lies.  . 

St.  Paul,  that  could  lie  as  other  priests,  could  not  be  authority  for  mind.  The  worM 
owes  it  to  itself,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  peculiar  faith.  It  will  hare  to  be  done  as  mind 
alone  can  do  it,  as  God  alone  is  creator. 

In  the  full  ripeness  of  time,  the  world  w^ill  be  rectified  by  its  conservative  principles, 
that  vindicate  themselves.     The  great  career  of  mankjpd  is  no\^^^-^eated  by  bibles, 
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that  have  radical  errors  and  crimes  running  through  them.  What  incidents  there  are, 
in  some  bibles.  The  bible  Georgian  is  in  the  ancient  language.  That  language  hav- 
ing become  almost  obsole^te,  and  tlie  Georgians  in  general  being  very  ignorant,  few  of 
them  can  either  read  or  understand  it.  Did  God  leave  this  contingency,  when  he  left 
mind  1 

"  The  bible  Gotliics.  It  is  generally  said  that  Ulphilas,  a  Gothic  bishop,  who  lived 
in  the  fourth  century,  made  a  version  of  the  whole  bible,  except  the  book  of  kings,  for 
the  use  of  his  countrymen ;  that  book  he  omitted,  because  of  the  frequent  mention  of 
the  wars  therein,  as  fearing  to  inspire  too  much  of  the  military  genius  into  that  people. 
We  have  nothing  remaining  of  this  version  but  the  four  evangelists,  printed  i"  qoorto,  at 
Dort,  1665,  from  a  very  ancient  manuscript."  How  many  of  the  onvage  nations  have 
any  bible  ?  O,  sad  indeed.  How  many  of  the  individuals  of  the  best  nations  are  desti- 
tute, or  loathe  it? 

The  bible  English.  The  bible  of  Tindal,  who  was  burnt  for  heresy !  The  Jew 
Jephtbah  made  a  burnt  offering  of  his  daughter  f<"^  the  demon  of  war,  and  the  English 
luade  a  burnt  offering  of  the  scholar  Tindal  k»  the  fell  demon  of  fanaticism.  Who  was 
worse? 

But  the  ancients  and  mo^^^i^^  used  the  bible  for  a  cloak,  then  the  at)uses  of  this  book 
evidently  condemn  '^  ^  base,  demoralizing  and  degrading. 

But  mind,  tuan^s  supreme  adviser  on  earth,  would  detect  all  this,  had  not  mind  been 
^iipoiseded  by  a  means  to  be  used  as  a  cloak.  Take  away  all  such  cloaks  forever,  as 
the  means  of  superstition  and  corruption. 

It  dwarfs  the  human  mind,  causing  it  to  be  hypocritical,  deceitful,  designing, 
clannish. 

The  bible  caricature  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  propagates  other  obvious  errors : 
ia  piving  one  peculiar  god,  it  engendered  the  whole  family. 

Of  what  advantage  are  all  peculiar  dispensations,  when  one  universal  dispensation  of 
creation  meets  most  becomingly,  the  proper  demands  of  mind  ? 
But  that  did  not  suit  priest-mac liinery. 

What  did  all  its  writers  know  of  aily  dispensation,  when  they  did  not  understand  the 
analysis  of  the  mental  organization,  and  substituted  the  heart  lor  the  soul  1  But  if  all 
the  bible  doctrines  be  discarded  as  impeached  and  protested  against,  what  are  we  to  do 
then  ?     Do  right. 

We  had  at  first  and  have  at  last,  nothing  but  mind  to  overcome  all  difficulties  of  life, 
to  balance  and  settle  all  its  accounts. 

Wise  men  look  to  the  powers  of  mind,  to  prevent  starving  in  the  desert.  The  com- 
pass in  the  trackless  ocean  and  mighty  deserts,  enables  mind  to  triumph  over  all  its 
dangers  and  appalling  difficulties.  These  are  part  of  the  bible  of  mind.  And  shall 
bibles  of  tradition  claim  exemption  from  universal  obligations  ?  So  far  from  their  being 
able  to  stand  still  in  error,  science  excludes  them  forever,  therefore  sectarianism  cannot 
exist. 

Would  you  go  to  the  Indians  only  having  tradition,  for  exact  history,  or  to  exact 
documents  unmistakable.  The  first  demands  foolish  faith,  the  last  furnish  facts  and 
truth.  And  are  Moses  and  those  of  his  priestocracy,  any  of  his  age  and  time,  more 
competent  to  give  the  exact  history  of  just  such  ages  of  hunting  and  shepherd  men? 

Can  these  men  pretend  to  advance  one  iota  in  the  presence  of  the  holy  and  eternal 
God-written  documents  ?  But  they  were  inspired.  They  were  inspired  with  false 
pretences*  What  proof  is  there  of  any  inspiration  ?  None  at  all.  Are  they  present  ? 
No !  Who  then  endorses  them  ?  None.  Then  all  is  a  dead  letter.  Is  that  dead 
letter,  that  false  inspiration,  to  be  the  world^s  tyrant  in  the  hands  of  despotic  hierar- 
cliifits  and  priestocracies,  who  are  to  mould  mind  as  they  can  mould  it  ?  But  how 
account  for  the  rod-serpents  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  swallowing  the  rod-serpents  of  the 
Egyptians  ?  Moses  had  only  to  swallow  his  conscience,  and  the  people  could  swallow 
his  lies,  as  wc  would  account  for  any  lies ;  and  the  people  of  the  world  will  be  verdant, 
to  swallow  any  serpent  or  fish  story  that  the  false  priestocracy  devise,  and  make  their 
minds  vassals  to  false  pretences.  We  have  only  the  legends  of  the  first.  Mind-jug- 
glery was  and  is,  and  ever  will  be,  as  long  as  permitted,  a  part  of  the  great  game  of 
priestcraft,  and  if  any  proof  is  thus  advanced,  it  is  that  the  Jews  were  greater  jugglers 
than  the  Egyptians.  The  God  of  this  universe  does  not  deal  in  priestocracies  or 
prophets,  much  less  in  their  jugglery. 

The  very  idea  of  the  existence  of  a  devil,  pays  too  high  a  compliment  to  fabulous 
legends. 

Volcanic  action  is  a  constituent  element  of  the  earth,  and  gave  to  the  ignorant 
ancients  their  idea  of  hell  and  vulcan  or  the  devil.  But  the  hell  of  mind  is  a  place  for 
torment,  and  the  devil  is  the  mortal  artificer.     Mind  then  carries  within  itself  ^e^l 
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of  its  own  advancement,  or  of  degradation.  It  is  supplied  with  elements  of  happiness, 
or  of  much  misery. 

What  science  is  there  that  vulgar  prejudices  do  not  still  prevail  to  the  libel  of  mind  ? 
In  natural  history,  tliis  has  been  for  time  out  of  mind.  In  ornithology  it  is  so.  Migra- 
tion is  one  of  the  greatest  characteristics  of  various  birds,  but  as  the  small  ones  are  not 
seen  to  take  their  flight,  but  do  it  noiselessly,  the  most  extravagant  vagaries  are  sur- 
mised to  obtain  the  solution. 

If  we  study  nature,  and  then  review  our  studies,  we  may  become  enlightened.  Do 
you  believe  the  bible  and  practice  its  precepts  ?  Some  affect  they  believe  the  bible,  bm 
du  not  practice  its  precepts.  Then  that  amounts  to  nothing,  worse  than  nothing,  as  thai 
already  condemns  your  inconsistency.  If  you  did  practice  all  such,  you  would  be  the 
deepest  culprit.  You  are  either  for  the  whole  or  none  at  all.  Belief  without  practice, 
is  nothing  at  all. 

Who  is  accountable  in  the  first  five  books  of  Moses  ? 

The  one  man,  the  author  1  Who  endorses  him  1  Can  anything  than  mind  do  that, 
and  as  it  is  rational,  not  peculiar  faith  iKsit  results,  the  whole  bible  is  necessarily  niled 
out,  yet  the  ignorant  ana  corrupt  tribunals  br^ksti  world  exclude  that,  and  libel  all  that 
attempt  it?  . 

Can  any  authot  be  vouched  for  as  correct,  without  docum^toji  i 

As  his  own  witness,  the  chief  of  prophets,  he  is  degraded  from  ^ving  testimony. 
He  has  blasphemed  his  own  God  buried  in  mausoleum  of  prophecy,  ch.  xxxn.,  of  Exo- 
dus, by  perjury. 

Are  the  Jews  paragons  of  excellence  by  their  peculiar  faith,  for  all  the  woiid  to 
follow  afler  ?    In  what  respect  do  the^  excel?     Superstition  or  inhumanity  ? 

How  do  we  know  anything  of  the  bible  miracles  ? 

They  say  so ;  the  bible  says  so.  But  who  endorses  they  say  so,  or  the  dead-letter 
of  the  bible  1      If  the  bible  authors  are  ruled  out  by  perjury,  the  bible  is  the  perjonr. 

Wliat  are  the  present  &iths  of  all  bibles  of  tradition,  but  modifications  of  pagan 
mythology  ?  The  ignoble  proceedings  of  sophistry  to  skulk  dishonorably  paramoant 
questions,  produces  the  agitation  of  the  most  obi^oxious  measures. 

We  impeach  and  discard,  as  the  present  foundation  to  much  of  the  world's  iniquity, 
all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  all  the  codes  of  peculiar  faith,  for  reasons  that  are  conaer- 
vative,  virtue*s,  law's,  order's  and  religion's  sake. 

The  Druids  advocated  as  much  as  the  Jews  of  their  god,  forming  a  peculiar  priestoency- 
But  all  the  ancients  made  their  god  peculiar  more  or  less,  relatively  to  their  stage  of 
civilization  that  is  the  light  of  mind. 

The  Jewish  bible  and  other  bibles,  as  that  of  the  Brahmins,  have  a  considerable 
analogy. 

Which  is  the  copy  ?  What  is  the  world  of  such  bibles  worth  to  mind,  that  appit- 
ciates  what  is  religion  ? 

Bibles  of  tradition  are  all  founded  on  one  another,  or  are  more  or  less  analogoos. 
The  Jew  originates  the  Christian  bible,  both  have  their  prototypes  in  the  vedas,  and 
Fohi  was  the  eastern  Christ. 

These  two  enable  Mahometan  and  Mormon  faiths  to  help  agitate  the  world. 

All  have  to  resort  to  the  expedients  of  the  worst  falsehoods,  else  they  could  not  get 
an  existence  or  be  credited  by  their  advocates.  All  are  indebted  to  pagan  a\s» 
pretences. 

What  infatuation!  That  the  mind  cannot  credit  a  bible  of  tradition,  withoo* »' "" 
the  most  outrageous  false  pretences  of  nrophecies,  miracles  and  mysteries.  What  can 
be  a  greater  lie  than  gospels  ?  Is  not^he  audience  culpable,  that  fosters  and  counte- 
nances such  1  . 

All  these  false  faiths,  ungodly  perjuries,  are  indebted  to  the  sword,  the  brute  force  of 
absolutism,  or  all  the  insidiousness  of  sophistry. 

The  sword  of  Moses  is  as  conspicuous  as  his  pen,  in  the  propagation  of  his  false  pre- 
tences. 

No  wonder  this  chosen  people  were  rebellious,  and  hearkened  no  longer  to  the  pecu- 
liar god  than  compelled.  Korah  and  his  compeers  saw  through  the  imposition,  and  so 
can  all  not  in  collusion. 

The  Koran  established  a  military  priestocracy,  that  was  corrupt  and  administered  to 
the  desires  of  sensualists.  .       . 

The  christian  dispensation  arose  by  military  despotism  over  the  rights  of  mind,  tna 
usurpation  of  false  faith  over  the  justice  of  reason.  The  sword  and  sceptre  of  ton- 
stantine  were  united  to  the  sophistry  of  the  priestocracy,  to  advance  it  , 

Are  such  books  as  vedas,  korans,  and  bibles  of  tradition  of  ignorant  and  enslarw 
ancients,  to  be  the  standard  of  taste  for  enlightened  modems,  constitutional  libeiabsvt 
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of  mind  that  is  free?    Are  these  legends  to  terrify  the  world  from  its  exact  propriety, . 
by  their  portraiture  of  terrible  deaths,  and  misgovern  rational  beings  ? 
'  The  koran  contradicts  the  christian  bible  abundantly  it  is  said,  and  very  probably 
paved  the  way  for  their  terrible  military  conflicts  for  very  nearly  two  centuries,  most 
bloody  and  disastrous.     No  peculiar  faith  can  bring  peace  and  religion  to  the  world  : 
that  is  certain. 

All  these  and  all  analogous  are  full  of  glaring  contradictions,  inconsistencies,  absur- 
dities, and  errors.  How  could  it  be  otherwise,  when  all  started  with  ungodly  perjuries, 
false  pretences,  and  abominable  blasphemies  ?  Will  not  the  enlightened  world  see  all 
this,  after  all  the  efforts  of  absolutism  to  crush  its  exposure,  all  the  devices  of  sophistry 
to  conceal  its  felony  1  The  world  will  expose  it,  and  spare  not.  Of  course,  they  arc 
not  of  God,  as  they  give  depraved  faiths,  all  necessarily  antagonistic.  They  all  are 
ungodly  paganisms. 

The  Mahometans  regard  the  koran  with  superstition  and  awe.  They  idolize  the 
koran  as  all  peculiar  faith  advocates  do  their  bibles.  They  affect  that  it  is  supernatural. 
Why  should  not  the  Mormons  affect  the  very  same.  The  most  modern  has  as  much  right 
to  claims  of  superstition,  as  any,  while  all  are  in  that  category.  So  great  was  faith- 
intoleration  with  the  Mahometans,  that  they  sought  to  burn  all  books  but  the  koran. 
But  authors  have  been  burnt  by  the  world  of  faith.  Has  not  the  Christian  intoleration 
amounted  to  odious  criminality,  when  besides,  it  has  sought  to  prevent  the  publication 
of  the  light  of  science,  by  all  the  practicable  and  basest  proscriptions !  Christian,  as 
Mahometan  bigots,  are  as  corrupt  as  any,  they  are  all  degraded  indeed. 

The  idol  of  a  world^s  mind  is  a  bible  of  tradition,  as  that  has  already,  by  iniquity, 
procured  power,  and  the  first  is  unquestionable,  because  the  last  is  sought  to  be  held  as 
indisputable ;  hence  the  feuds  of  sects. 

It  is  bible-power,  not  the  simple  bible — the  priestocracy  care  nothing  for  that,  means 
only  vulgarized  by  the  pagan  minds  of  the  deceived. 

The  world  must  cut  adrift  not  only  all  unions  of  church  and  peculiar  faith,  but  all 
kinds  of  consequent  speculations. 

Genius  and  philosophy  are  to  be  housed  by  this  dwarfing  monster.  As  an  evidence, 
aU  true  men  of  science  see  that  there  could  be  no  general  deluge  at  one  and  the  same 
time,  for  obvious  reasons  of  philosophy.  As  basely  as  Columbus  was  treated,  mind  is 
even  worse  situated,  and  all  its  honest  rational  suggestions  silenced  for  this  demon  of 
credulity,  by  these  ignorant  barbarians. 

As  to  the  deluge,  by  the  Mosaic  account,  "  The  mountains  were  covered"  some  five 
miles  high.  Whence  did  these  wiseacres  get  the  waters  for  a  universal  deluge  1  From 
their  heaven,  the  storehouse  of  their  blasphemous  lies  ? 

But,  says  the  sophist-bigot,  all  things  are  possible  with  God !  Ask  him  the  abstract 
question,  if  the  Great  First  Cause  operates  by  cause  and  effect  in  this  universe,  and  he 
will  be  compelled,  if  of  sane  mind,  to  respond  in  the  affirmative.  Then,  as  an  immu- 
table being,  this  has  been  an  organic  history  of  the  universe.  Thus  he  actually  makes 
bis  god  bend  to  his  bible,  and  himself  to  the  depraved  iniquity. 

As  the  bible  resource  fails  when  heaven  is  put  for  the  atmosphere,  that  cannot,  on  all 
rational  principles,  overdraw  itself;  hence  this  is  point  blank  proof  of  four  conclusive 
coofutations  that  they  knew  nothing  of  creation,  confirmed  when  they  put  heaven  for 
the  rain  storehouse,  and  nothing  of  a  universal  deluge  that  could  not  come  from  the 
atmosphere,  inherently  limited,  as  the  mighty  lever  of  the  Almighty  for  defined 
resources  aod  measures  of  the  earth's  waters,  and  all  declaring,  demonstrating  to  a 
conclusive,  positive  certainty  that  they  knew  nothing  of  miracles,  of  which  they  could 
not  of  course  prophecy,  nothing  divine  of  mysteries  and  enigmas,  their  pretences, 
because  they  would,  as  plainly  caught,  supersede  natural  phenomena,  of  which  they 
were  as  now  incontestably  proved  utterly  ignorant  and  most  consunmiately  false 
witnesses. 

Are  the  world*s  priestocracies  now  satisfied  that  they  know  nothing  of  peculiar  faith, 
and  that  they  are  estopped  about  all  such,  and  had  better,  as  honest  and  faithful  adorers 
of  God  Almighty,  close  all  such  bibles  that  libel  him  and  convict  them  forever? 

Who  believes  that  mankind  ever  lived  much  longer  than  the  present  race  ?  Who  can 
affirm  that  the  year  was  defined  correctly  in  the  undeveloped,  the  barbarous  and  igno- 
rant ages  of  antiouity,  when  science  and  philosophy  were  unknown  to  so  great  a  degree 
that  they  stated  the  earth  to  have  four  corners,  andf  of  course  conceived  it  to  be  a^  vast 
plane,  not  revolving,  but  resting  on  pillars  for  a  foundation,  a  firmament,  to  use  their  biblical 
pretences.  What  did  they  know  of  years  then  on  such  views,  that  clearly  prove  that 
they  had  no  correct  notion  of  astronomy,  when  a  flat  earth  cannot  make  years,  that 
result  by  motion  and  revolution  of  itself  around  the  sun  that  their  ignorant  and  perjured 
Joshua  made  to  run  counter,  thereby  involving  the  statement  of  years  as  a  perfect  non- 
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entity,  when  they  could  not  calculate  them,  having  no  proper  rules  or  laws,  no  astrono- 
my f(ir  exact  computations. 

People  must  have  been  at  furst  ignorant  of  astronomical  calculations,  and  reckoned  thee 
by  moons. 

The  science  that  bespeaks  the  true  yearly  period  convicts  all  such  tradition  as  the 
veriest  pedantry  of  ignorant  second  age  of  men,  that  is,  shepherds,  who  knew  not  the 
laws  of  the  solar  system,  evinced  by  Joshua,  &c.  and  much  more  by  Isaiah  and  Join, 
who  testified  to  the  falling  of  the  stars. 

In  all  this,  the  bible  becomes  thereby  self-impeached. 

Man  has  naught  but  mind  and  reason  that  his  wisdom  recognises  in  every  brcail. 
drawn,  and  all  else  about  bibles  is  imposition  and  fraud  upon  the  world.  It  could  noi 
have  been  otherwise  when  priestocracies  had  their  swav  so  triumphantly. 

The  condition  of  all  faiths  and  philosophy  is  necessarily  the  only  one  deficient,  as  \W 
mind  was  undeveloped.  The  bible  of  mind  cannot  be  completed  till  its  ratiooalitj  i.' 
perfect. 

No  other  bible  is  competent  to  lead  us,  or  analyze  our  true  state.  Any  other  jnst 
reverses  mind^s  progress,  and  renders  the  last  stage  of  civilization  in  abeyance  to  the 
second  of  ignorance  and  barbarism.  The  condition  of  mind  itself  proves  the  world  yet 
destitute  of  refined  civilization  and  its  religion. 

What  is  the  difiTerence  in  the  gospel  speculations  but  the  worst  gambling  on  fal^«£ 
pretences? 

How  can  you  safely  rely  on  man's  scriptures,  that  differ  so  materially  in  interpreta- 
tions 1  Are  any  such  scriptures  worth  translation,  the  thought  of  interpretation,  after 
their  exposure  on  exposition  ? 

But  you  still  aflirm  that  you  believe  the  bible.  Which,  aa  there  are  several  of  tnd:- 
tion  1  That  of  Moses.  But  why  not  the  others  ?  The  authority  that  rules  out  ibf 
others,  or  any  peculiar  ones,  is  that  of  supreme  principles,  that  rule  out  this  and  all 
other  such  books.  They  cannot  stand,  as  every  page  is  full  of  perjuries  and  false  pre- 
tences. All  such  are  only  the  demoralizing  expedients  of  priestocracies  that  haia^a 
the  world,  whilst  the  world  has  to  look  to  the  mighty  principles  of  God,  that  areBJlenily , 
available  as  beings  are  rational. 

But  the  bible  of  Moses  relates  such  wonderful  miracles  about  the  passage  of  w-  | 
Israelites  over  the  Red  Sea,  and  about  the  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud. 

It  is  you  that  make  the  miracles,  the  pagan  wonder,  as  God  has  none  at  all  of  tb 
kind.  He  has  no  peculiar  or  other  miracles,  but  universal  truths  for  mind  throughout 
the  universe  to  receive  the  benefit.    All  else  is  fabrication  base. 

Had  a  steamer,  with  its  cloud  and  column  of  smoke  and  its  furnace  of  fire,  with  jt«  j 
certain  and  speedy  progress  against  wind  and  tide,  been  discovered  at  that  time,  the 
ancients  would  have  boasted  of  a  miracle  indeed,  that  could  have  laughed  to  scorn  aU 
the  pretences  of  JVIoses  and  the  whole  world  of  priests  that  were  in  collusion  to  dis'i'^'!'- 
sess  mankind  of  their  noblest  attributes.  Yet  all  this  is  th^  triumph  of  mind  and 
science  over  all  the  boasts  of  ancient  miracles. 

Ere  long  the  world  will  be  ashamed  to  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  bible  of  tradition. 

What  other  certainly  is  language  than  of  human  origin  or  invention?  We  over- 
look mind  when  we  come  to  look  at  learning.  Where  now  are  all  the  sacred  depositee?. 
as  arks  ?  Gone  the  way  of  all  priestocracy  s  perjuries  to  annihilation.  All  their  fain- 
hoods  could  have  never  had  one  moment's  hold  but  in  ignorant  minds,  that  were  sell- 
deluded,  and  that  most  shamefully. 

Assuredly  these  relics  might  have  rescued  the  poor  bibles,  that  will  soon  join  them. 
from  the  obloquy  of  perjury. 

The  bible's  creation  is  nullified  by  the  developments  of  cause  and  effect.  , , 

Instead  of  six  days  for  creation,  our  reverence  for  the  Deity  of  the  universe  v^om, 
give  him,  as  a  perfect  being,  power  at  thought  not  fixed  to  time.  | 

He  spoke  most  assuredly  all  such  into  being  as  a  perfect  God,  willing  the  develop- 
ments from  the  inherent  characteristics.     When  the  functions  of  an  Almighty  J"^*^  '^ 
eternity,  earth  does  not  define  his  time :   mind  perverted  has  dwarfed  itself  by 
attempt  to  define  creation  by  pretended  inspiration.  , 

In  looking  to  the  function  of  reproduction,  all  institutions  must  have  virtue  an 
consistency  in  the  human  race. 

God's  function  was  creation,  that  of  man  is  procreation.     Their  functions  are 
separate  as  God  is  from  man. 

For  priestocracy  to  contravene  any  principles  is  the  deepest  blasphemy,  and  to  sup- 
port it  by  sophistry  is  still  worse.     How  libelous  is  it  to  affirm  that  nothing  is  ^""P^^^. 
ble  with  God,  thereby  making  a  licentious  and  absurd-  appreciation.    All  things  c 
sistent  with  God^s  character  are  possible. 
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This  world,  as  one  of  the  exhauatless  uniTerse  of  spheres,  presents  only  a  mixed 
state,  fit  for  a  mixed  condition  of  mind  embodied ;  therefore  the  mind,  referring  to  the 
aoal  spiritualized  and  separated,  asks  for  a  nobler  sphere.  Death  is  the  universal  pass- 
port, and  the  lot  of  earthly  existences  by  their  nature,  disproving  any  bible  of  tradition 
assuming  that  any  mortal  ever  escaped  its  certain  signet. 

None  can  put  Moses  ahead  of  the  works  of  the  Egyptians,  whose  pyramid  architec- 
ture, more  than  two  thousand  years  past,  was  the  admiration  of  Grecian  historians  and 
philosophers  that  visited  them  in  person.  They  furnish  the  hieroglyphics  before  Moses, 
who  was  barred  in  Egyptian  hierarchal  policy,  that,  the  world  over  its  whole  age,  is 
necessarily  more  or  less  analogous;  Moses  then  was  not,  could  not  be,  possibly 
ori^nal. 

Nor  must  we  overlook  the  ancient  Persians,  among  whom  the  Jews  dwelt,  thus 
having  opportunities  of  selection.  If  both  sides  of  history  be  asserted,  we  shall  find 
that  in  the  ancient  circle  of  best  civilization  from  the  Indus  to  the  Mediterranean  sea, 
from  Egypt  to  Persia  and  India,  Chaldea,  &c.,  that  the  empire  of  peculiar  faith,  ^ow- 
CTer  diversified,  had  many  analogies  of  commanding  supremacy.  The  Jewish  could 
only  be  borrowed  at  best 

There  were  numerous  secret  associations  all  over  Egypt  that  had  reference  to  priest- 
craft. 

The  trade  of  India  is  beyond  all  historical  records  of  nations  tliat  had  literature,  and 
Esvpt  and  India  knew  each  other  before  the  time  of  historical  record.  History  says  so. 

They  resemble  each  other  in  the  division  of  their  people  into  castes.  The  ancient 
monuments  of  India  show  its  mythology,  equally  ancient  and  similar  to  the  Egyptians. 
The  Indian  rocks,  enormous  works  of  sculpture,  were  symbols  of  an  obscure  mythology, 
for  which  the  Hindoos  have  hereditary  veneration. 

The  Egyptians  had  hieroglyphics. 

Pythagoras  introduced  into  Greece  the  Indian  doctrine  of  the  metempsychosis,  one 
of  the  earliest  of  their  belief. 

In  India,  it  was  the  first  article  of  faith. 

Egypt  and  India  had  strong  coincidence  in  mythology. 

The  Hindoos  are  as  peculiar  as  the  Jews,  both  surviving  the  ruins  of  nations.  The 
possession  of  peculiar  faith  will  assimilate  the  wreck  of  nations. 

The  two  great  divisions  of  the  Hindoos  were  Brahmins  and  Sameans,  according  to 
the  ancient  Greeks. 

The  last  is  most  recent,  essentially  hostile  to  distinction  of  castes,  and  the  exclusive 
authority  of  the  Brahmins,  They  have  been  extensively,  received  into  Thibet,  China, 
and  whole  middle  and  northern  districts  of  Asia. 

Schamans  denote  the  priests  and  sorcerers  of  middle  and  northern  Asia. 

The  god  of  the  Hindoos,  Brahma,  had  Menu  for  his  prophet, lawgiver,  spirit,  creative 
thought.  The  code  of  Menu  is  the  most  ancient  of  the  Hindoos.  Almost  the  whole 
of  Indian  mythology  is  to  be  seen  hewn  out  of  rocks,  sculptured  writing,  whose  antiquity 
is  at  least  as  great  as  that  of  any  Indian  poems  now  extant.  They  have  no  hiero- 
glyphics, according  to  Schlegers  History  of  Literature.  How  many  centuries  did 
tradition  prevail  anterior  to  symbols  and  hieroglyphics  ?  Moses  is  no  where  among  the 
ancients.     His  Adam  and  Eve  are  lost  in  the  vista  of  antiquity — are  modernized. 

The  Phenician  alphabet,  as  those  of  western  Asia  and  Europe,  were  formed  from 
hieroglyphics  that  preceded  them,  but  the  Indian  alphabet  was  hardly  so  formed. 
Decimal  cyphers  had  their  commencement  in  Hindostan,  a  very  great  discovery  of 
genius. 

The  book  of  Menu  has  proofs  of  the  highest  antiquity  and  perfect  integrity.  Jones' 
opinion  gives  its  appearance  of  an  age  between  Homer  and  the  twelve  tables  of  the 
Romans.     Alexander  may  have  seen  it. 

The  idea  of  a  threefold  godhead  originated  with  the  Hindoos,  long  before  the 
christians  arose. 

They  had  the  term,  new-bom,  or  regeneration. 

What  claims  have  the  Jews  to  priority  of  idea  of  their  god?  As  their  godhead  is 
necessarily  peculiar,  it  is  a  species  of  priestocracy,  which  makes  the  peculiar  godhead 
act  and  speak  at  its  will. 

The  Persians  acknowledged  one  (?od/a  good  godhead,  and  an  evil  one  like  the  Jews. 
Was  not  that  of  the  Jews,  like  that  of  the  ancient  Persians  1 

The  Persians  overran  India  prior  to  Alexander,  and  their  faith  and  that  of  the  Jews 
resembled. 

The  godhead  of  the  Jews  embraced  a  considerable  machinery  if  we  analyze  their 
bible ;  but  the  Jews  abolished  human  sacrifices.  They  sacrificed,  according  to  their  own 
showing,  a  host  of  their  own  children  to  Moloch,  for  many  centuries.      Even  one  of 
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their  own  judges  sacrificed  his  own  daughter  to  the  god  of  war !  The  Greeks  also 
abolished  human  sacrifices,  as  the  Greek  Gelon  in  his  treaty  with  the  Carthagenians 
had  an  express  stipulation,  that  they  **  should  abstain  in  fiiture  from  all  sacrifices  of 
men.']     And  so  did  the  Persians,  for.  their  king  Darius  had  also  forbidden  that. 

This  pre-eminently  proves  that  mind  finally  triumphed  over  the  superstition  of  priest- 
ocracy  in  this  degradation  of  humanity.  Its  full  triumph  has  to  come  yet.  Let 
Americans  will  it,  as  they  at  once  ought,  and  that  triumph  will  be  glorioas. 

fiut  how  much  then  have  the  prophecies  of  the  Jews  been  lauded?  In  what  did  they 
excel  the  oracles  and  soothsavings  of  the  balance  of  the  pagan  world  ?  In  mere  asser- 
tions, and  not  in  their  excellence.  Bibles  do  not  justify,  for  all  had  codes  or  tbcir 
bibles.  If  you  have  been  caught  thereby,  that  is  your  misfortune.  How  much  have 
those  been  caught  in  the  laudation,  been  victimized  from  the  thousands  to  Miller  and 
his  followers  ?  What  avail  pretended  superior  prophecies  any  more  than  oracles,  if 
they  cannot  be  deciphered,  but  befool  all  that  attempt  it  1  The  magnificent  empire  of 
rational  mind  must  overrule  all  such  pretences,  in  the  fragments  of  peculiar  faith !  The 
observation  of  national  customs,  gives  some  further  tuition.  The  Egyptians  embalm- 
ed their  dead,  and  must  have  poured  an  immense  revenue  to  the  priests  from  that 
source.  Living  or  dying,  their  dynasty  ruled  with  fearful  and  ominous  supremacy  thai 
was  most  flagitious. 

What  mighty  revolutions  are  going  on  among  nations,  creeds,  and  localities  of  those 
creeds. 

Countries  that  were  once  Jew,  are  now  Mahometan.  Those  that  were  once  Chris- 
tian have  been  long  since  Mahometan,  as,  Armenia,  Syria,  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  the  OiUh 
man  empire,  including  a  portion  of  the  Greek  church  still  christian.  The  mighty  city 
of  Constantinople,  founded  by  the  arch-juggler  Constantine,  is  that  of  the  Mahometans. 

Egypt  has  had  no  less  than  three  kinds  of  peculiar  faith.  Their  literature  is  alto- 
gether perished. 

How  came  it  destroyed  1    Was  not  this  the  work  of  pernicious  peculiar  faith  1 

The  Persian  is  but  little  and  imperfectly  known,  except  through  other  ancictit 
literature. 

The  Jew  literature  has  been  rarely  subject  to  exact  criticism,  as  the  critics  have  been 
afraid  to  touch  it  rightly,  so  great  is  the  influence  of  the  day  and  time  on  the  side  of 
church  and  state. 

How  came  ancient  mythologies  overthrown  1  All  that  is  accomplished,  has  been  bj 
the  light  of  mind.  The  balance  that  is  left  is  by  the  perversion  of  succeeding  system* 
of  peculiar  faith,  all  to  be  overthrown  by  rational  religion,  in  the  organic  conservatire 
revolutions  of  the  world.  i 

The  establishment  of  most,  if  not  all,  has  been  by  the  sword  ;  of  one  of  the  main  on(j*  i 
is  especiaUy  due  the  sword  of  Constantine,  who  established  Christianity  as  the  faitk  of  | 
thQ  empire,  and  whose  vices  have  been  overlooked  therefor.  I 

Philosophers  were  banished  from  the  empire  by  Justinian,  to  promote  Chn'^ti*""^' 
All  peculiar  bibles  are  smuggled  contraband  counterfeits. 

What  are  all  bibles  but  tlie  emanations  of  mind,  in  every  way  prepared,  adopted,  main- 
tained or  rejected  ?  i 

If  those  of  tradition,  they  are  those  of  its  perversion.  . 

It  was  mind,  though  perverted,  that  decided  by  the  censorship  df  the  Rabbis,  wna 
was  the  bible ;  and  that  decides  all  such  bibles  are  governmental  policies. 

Bibles  are  voted  on  by  mind,  in  caucus,  written  for  the  deception  of  mind  by  F ' 
verted  mind. 

Mind  interprets  and  plans,  the  peculiar  machinery.  .  .  •• 

With  what  face  can  any  honest  man  ask  to  impose  the  <5ode  of  ethics  of  a  ^"  ^^'J  * 
ized  people  in  their  shepherd  state,  as  the  Jews,  on  wjrom  **  Moses,  learned  m  aU  ui 
learning  of  the  Egyptians,"  imposed  it  along  with  others  originally  ?  -        c     troA 

With  all  their  learning,  what  but  barbarism  could  aflTord  the  Egyptian  idea  of  a  pw 
80  peculiar,  as  having  a  son  by  a  woman,  a  perfect  incongruity?  Why  do  not  P"  .^ 
thropists  and  patriots,  philosophers  and  monotheists  come  out,  and  teach  the  pe  p 
aright?  Are  the  most  culpable,  sharers  of  the  spoils  of  the  people ?  or  more  ^P®^^^ 
tious  than  they  ?  Wisdom  calls  for  principles,^as  eternal  all  tlie  time.  ^{J°"  J^^jie 
takes  proper  cognizance  of  councils  of  Nice,  an'd  their  designs,  and  exposes  them  as 
collusions  on  the  world.  j.        -^j. 

Now  the  god  that  wrote  bibles,  or  dictated  them,  positively  perverted  pecunar  ro 
of  the  chosen  peculiar  people.  ,         ^iJ\  »$ 

Mind  peculiarly  perverted,  did  all  that.     If  this  be  denied,  let  the  first  be  P'?J*^;^ 
it  ought  to  be  always,  for  the  satisfaction  of  mind  universally.     All  God's  fonctw 
universal. 
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The  world,  the  nniverae-marks  would  prove  it — known  to  all  nations,  of  courM ; 
not  coincident,  but  caused. 

But  the  whole  was  rightly  and  wisely  done  at  once,  at  creation ;  and  that  disproves 
ail  men's  bibles. 

God^s  bible  is  the  universe,  for  mind  to  study. 

But  the  superstitious  fear  of  hell  fire,  pious  frauds,  church  power  and  eartlily  vassa- 
la^,  and  such  influence,  hold  the  dependent  mind  in  bondage  on  all  this  subject. 

But  philosophy  decides  this  subject,  and  has  nothing  to  do  but  expose  all  their  bibles! 
The  bible ! ! 

Which  of  the  various  bibles  of  tradition  claim  this  exemption  ?  That  of  Moses,  and 
its  affiliated  new  testament  ?    Upon  what  grounds  ?    That  of  inspiration  ! 

What  is  the  proof?  If  that  proof  be  truth,  your  answer  must  be  that ;  philosophical 
science  has  nothing  less. 

We  have  to  listen  to  the  voice,  wisdom,  and  rationality  of  philosophical  science 
to  prove  the  God  of  nature  ;  and  we  must  not  drop  this  absolutely  necessary  position  of 
philosophy,  because  it  excludes  all  bibles  of  tradition  at  the  same  time. 

Then  the  bible  is  only  pre-eminent  by  a  greater  amount  of  pious  fraud,  more  success- 
ful competition  and  absolutism.  Many  affecting  to  lean  to  traditional,  persuasion, 
have  candidly  to  confess  that  they  only  believe  a  part  of  the  old  testament ;  and  of  course 
invalidating  the  whole,  assuredly  including  the  new  testament  that  depends  on  the  old 
testament,  and  has  its  underpinning  knocked  from  under  it. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  are  the  base  works  of  priests,  and  are  a  part  of  the  machinery 
of  absolute  government. 

What  a  tyranny  of  mind  to  yield  to  the  bible  of  any  peculiar  faith,  the  power  of  gov- 
erning mind  about  religion,  exclusive  of  reason ! 

The  time  has  passed  nearly  among  civilized  people  who  are  free,  that  military  priest- 
ocracies  or  miracle-mongers  can  trifle  or  traffic  away  the  senses  and  liberties  of  the 
people.     I  seek  to  ussail  no  true  bibles. 

But  you,  citizens  of  the  world,  claim  that  the  writers  of  the  bibles  are  inspired. 
Whom  did  God  inspire  ? 

Gach  claims  a  peculiar  inspiration  as  right.    Which  is  right  ? 

The  amount  of  your  mutual  condemnations,  is  a  sum  of  moral,  social  and  religious 
evilB.  The  iniquity  of  all  bibles  of  tradition  is  directly  proved,  their  integrity  impeached 
by  their  self-contradictions,  and,  above  all,  by  the  supreme  testimony  of*^  nature,  the 
noble  representative  and  exponent  of  the  Creator,  who  elaborated  it  with  his  creative 
genius,  and  presides  over  it  most  sublimely  by  his  conservative  principles,  functions  and 
attributes  most  perfect. 

But  yoa  interpose  that  the  Jews  were  a  peculiar  people,  and  still  are  so,  though  dif- 
fused among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  And  are  not  many  of  the  orientals,  as  the  Chi- 
nese, Hindoos,  Thibetans,  also  the  Gypsies  peculiar  people  too  ?  The  last  were  proba- 
bly oriental,  formerly  of  Egypt,  and  are  now  emphatically  distinct  from  the  nations  of 
Europe,  among  whom  they  roam  and  sojourn. 

Pecaliarity  begets  peculiar  vices,  not  virtues. 

What  was  belund  Moses*  works,  but  the  peculiar  power  of  absolutism  ?  There  can 
be  DO  inspiration  peculiar,  as  the  only  inspiration  is  that  of  mind  by  genius  and  science, 
not  found  in  bibles  of  tradition. 

The  Mormons  have  as  much  authority  for  their  bible,  which  comes  as  tiear  to  inspi- 
ration, as  any  other  tradition. 

But  tradition  absolotely  kills  inspiration,  as  they  are  both  antagonistical ! 

If  books  already  printed  were  handed  man  by  God,  we  then  might  call  them  God^s 
word. 

We  reqaire  positive  proof  direct  that  such  could  be  the  word  of  God,  as  who  but  God 
could  endorse  it  1 

All  else  is  peijury.  To  whom  has  God's  word  been  revealed  1  Who  can  truly  co- 
dorse  that,  and  swear  to  it  without  peijury  1  Destitute  as  Moses  and  all  others  such 
were  of  tme  science,  will  yoa  entrust  them  with  the  deepest  science,  that  of  mind  and 
religioDt  when  they  only  exhibit  peculiar  faith,  not  the  shadow,  nor  its  shade  ?  There 
should  be  DO  faltering  in  this  position.  All  bibles  of  tradition  have  kept  back  all  suit^ 
able  tmprovements  in  ethics,  whilst  we  are  actually  in  d^fbt  to  mind  for  the  sufitaining 
tlieiii,wfaeo  these  bibles  cause  perversions,  sophistry  and  jioUtnrti  to  the  rigtits  of  mind. 
There  is  no  biUe  bat  that  of  rational  mind,  and  that  cultivated  in  AtiprfTmc  civilization 
only  thas  Izomed  by  philosophical  science.  You  must  take  into  consideration,  who  en- 
dones  all  the  bibles  of  tradition.  Their  endorsers  arc  pcrjurr^rs,  Th«;  i^ucnUon  alxjiit 
ail  SQcfa  books  may  be  as  peculiar  and  falac  as  they,  ^find  rnlij^htened  on  its  own 
tmst  foad  oeAj^  can  eorzect  it.    A  liberal  rational  education  always  is  needed,  to  meel 
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this  world-wide  subject^  to  secure  the  conservative  principles  of  rirtae,  to  save  as  best 
from  the  malign  influences  of  supposed  evil,  and  prevent  society  from  being  disorganized. 
These  bibles  offer  no  advantage  any  ways  equal  to,  much  less  independent  of  principles; 
and  they  do  not,  cannot  define  principles  with  an  ever  watchful  integrity. 

Enlightened  and  honest  minds  disapprove,  dissent  from,  and  censure  most  justly  the 
bibles  of  tradition,  without  exception,  that  are  to  be  accursed  by  enlightened  ages. 

But  narrow  contracted  minds  can  assert  with  ignorant  rashness  and  impudent  reck- 
lessness, that  their  particular  one  is  the  one  of  God !  They  quote  blindly  that  God  5 
word  is  true.     But  it  is  man's  word — priests'  word. 

We  are  after  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  priests  and  preachers  have  played  on  the  sympathies  of  hmnan  nature,  and  takes 
advantage  of  it. 

What  is  the  testimony  of  God  on  this  earth? 

Only  his  works  of  (Creation — ^the  universe. 

God  must  prove  to  us  that  any  bible  is  his  word. 

Man  cannot  prove  it,  however  he  asserts  it. 

Who  endorses  his  assertion  ?    Dupes  or  hypocrites. 

Tradition  of  unlettered  people  is  not  certain — ^it  is  not  of  valid  certainty,  and  can  be 
no  testimony  of  creation.  It  is  any  thing  else,  as  its  ignorance  and  error  are  clearly 
impeachable.  All  such  tradition  was  for  effect  on  weak  minds.  It  is  the  faitli  and 
tradition  of  priestocracies  intending  to  deceive  and  lie  by  bibles. 

What  can  all  these  bibles  of  tradition  inculcate,  but  the  miserable  errors  of  the  whole 
world  ? 

What  bible  of  tradition  can  compare  with  the  constitution  of  this  Union  ?  What  hare 
all  these  bibles  to  compare  with  the  moral  and  intellectual  power  of  the  declaration  ot 
independence.  Is  there  any  bible  of  tradition,  the  word  of  truth  ?  You  cannot  get  at 
the  truth  bjr  tradition — ^that  is  an  impossibility.  All  historians  know  this.  Consult  alJ 
savage  nations  for  a  direct  proof 

If  bibles  of  tradition  are  tnie,  prove  it  bv  the  proper  documents.  That  of  inspiration 
proves  the  bible  of  Moses.     Without  proof  as  it  is,  bible  inspiration  is  only  assertion. 

Now,  what  proves  and  endorses  the  inspiration  ?    None ! 

If  God  were  concerned  in  the  inspiration  he  would  speak,  but  he  is  silent,  while  hi 
works  prove  all  his. 

No  testimony  that  contradicts  itself,  as  all  these  bibles,  is  valid.  There  are  manr 
errors  and  absurdities,  the  grossest  falsehoods  and  intolerable  ignorance  scattered  out 
the  best  bibles  of  tradition. 

Can  divine  writings  show  any  errors  and  contradictions  ? 

Time,  the  very  best  authority  representing  God's  inspiration,  has  contradicted  ail 
and  denied  their  authenticity,  and  of  course  has  put  an  end  to  them  all  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  enlightened  and  honest  minds. 

All  their  miracles  are  fortunately  mere  mind-jugglery,  its  most  Tulgar  fictioDs,  else 
creation  would  have  been  ruined,  as  miracles  are  destructive  not  conservative. 

All  their  prophecies  are  assumptions,  and  if  right  are  only  the  analogy  of  proper 
sense,  but  self-disproved  by  their  own  clearest  perjury.  Are  these  writings  those  ol  the 
authors  assumed.  Who  endorses  all  such  ?  If  not,  how  were  they  inspired  1  Have 
not  these  records  been  falsified  ?    The  writers  are  perjurers. 

Do  we  hear  of  the  thousands  of  men  assuming  to  be  prophets,  that  were  uofortu- 
nately  not  authors,  and  therefore  not  known  ?  Were  not  the  oracles  of  Uie  heathen 
equally  in  this  category  ?  Who  are  all  the  anthors  of  bibles  of  tradition  ?  All  *'*^'j 
mortals  of  perverted  minds,  practising  the  worst  deceptions  and  falsehoods.  Who  wii 
commit  themselves  to  such  a  position?  The  slave,  coward,  ignorant  dolt  and 
corrupters. 

After  all  the  pretended  divine  command  of  circumcision  exclusively  to  the  Jews, 
Herodotus  asserts,  on  the  authority  of  Gibbon,  that  the  Syrians  of  Palestine,  whow^^J 
the  Jews,  according  to  their  own  confession  had  received  from  Egypt  the  rite  of 
circumcision.  The  best  portraitures  as  drawn  by  peculiar  faith,  deform  all  the  bibles 
of  tradition. 

The  god  of  Judaism  is  very  imperfect,  because  those  people  had  but  little  in  Uic 
advance  of  civilization  and  science  of  their  times.  In  fact  they  retrograded,  as  alj 
such  impostors  will  ever  do.  The  prophecies  and  miracles  of  Mahomet  were  fouinleu 
on  these  and  the  new  testament,  another  emanation,  producing  a  faith  that  has  now  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions  of  followers. 

It  is  time  that  freemen  should  rid  themselves  of  all  the  fables  and  legends  of  antiquity 
about  l)ibles  of  tradition,  such  as  all  these  three,  and  all  the  absurdities  and  imposiuoiu 
entailed  thereby  as  by  the  Mormooa. 
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The  Mahometan  faith  is  destitute  of  priesthood  or  sacrifice,  hut  is  made  of  ceremonies 
and  ritcB,  arising  from  a  victorious  fanatic,  who  substituted  tliem  for  idolatry,  and 
which  were  confirmed  by  subsequent  wars.     He  was  tlie  sovereign  pontiiT. 

But  an  available  pilgrimage  is  instituted,  as  a  part  of  this  faith.  What  does  it  aU 
avail  the  pilgrim  ? 

Is  there  any  evil  latent  in  the  human  mind,  any  species  of  passion,  any  action  of 
fanaticism,  that  peculiar  faith  does  not  arouse  or  engender  1 

We  have  the  old,  then  the  new  testamei^t,  then  the  bible  of  Mahomet,  the  koran, 
then  that  of  Joe  Smith,  with  many  efforts  to  build  up  intermediately  hundreds  of  other 
faiths.  Open  the  door  for  the  first  false  position,  and  the  whole  world  is  liable  to  be 
overflooded  without  limit  and  mercy.  Bad  as  the  imposition  was  at  the  first  in  the 
darkest  ages,  it  is  degradingly  worse  now  if  propagated  in  the  face  of  mind^s  progress. 

To  arrest  any  one,  we  must  arrest  all  this  felony.  Neither  age  nor  custom  can 
legitimatize  any  of  it.  The  paramount  sovereignty  of  mind  and  morals,  demand  all 
conservative  revolution.  Moses,  and  all  like  him,  were  ignorant  blundering  priests,  or 
the  tools  of  priestocraciea.  The  bibles  of  tradition  are  to  enslave,  and  have  enslaved, 
not  render  free  and  enlightened,  but  to  pale  the  light,  corrupt  and  demoralize  the  mind. 

Circumcision  is  a  vile  custom  of  superstition  and  priestocracy^  and  an  absurdity 
provable  by  physiology. 

Can  pseuoo-moralists  adhere  to  any  exploded  and  obsolete  ideas,  because  their 
ignorant  forefathers  called  them  the  fixed  ones  of  a  bible,  itself  a  false  pretence  from 
beginning  to  end  ? 

What  higher  obligation  than  that  of  universal  justice,  principle  and  reason,  can 
demand  the  exclusion  of  all  such  ?  If  this  be  an  age  of  principles  and  rational  light 
of  mind,  it  cannot  be  that  of  any  bible  of  tradition.  Any  one  that  opposes  this  position 
is  a  bigot  and  sectarian. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  thought  by  some  to  supply  food  for  the  soul,  but  they 
have  not  the  proper  base. 

Where,  bible  tinkers,  would  be  the  soul  or  mind  in  the  mean  time,  unless  it  were  under 
the  especial  providence  of  God's  principles,  that  are  adequate  for  eternity  I 

Every  mind  or  thinking  faculty,  from  conception  to  the  time  of  reaching  instruction 
of  mind  bv  its  varied  rational  education,  must  have  its  vacuum  filled,  and  that  can  only 
be  by  God.  The  objects  of  sense  appreciation  are  all  his  created  works,  and  can  be 
only  recognised  from  him. 

Entirely  worthless  as  peculiar  faith  when  exposed  is,  yet  some  pretend  that  they 
have  found  out  what  philosophy  never  had  and  could.  Then  all  their  discoveries  are 
certainly  worth  nothing,  for  if  philosophy  cannot  recognise  it,  it  is  killed  dead  by  its 
own  worthlessness. 

Moses,  affecting  to  have  God  talk  face  to  face  to  him,  cannot  be  considered  less 
than  a  perjurer.  Afler  all  the  wonderful  fictions,  letting  the  priestocracy  lie  all  it  could 
about  the  bible,  self-condemnation  is  written  on  every  page.  The  Jews,  by  their  own 
adopted  history,  are  portrayed  as  wicked.  They  became  pirates  on  neighboring  nations, 
between  whom  war  was  almost  a  trade.  They  fought  among  themselves  for  ages,  with 
civil  wars  as  sets  of  barbarians,  and  their  peculiar  faith  figures  most  conspicuously  in 
this  matter.  They  practised  idolatry,  and  were  enslaved  often  by  neighboring  nations. 
They  united  church  and  state,  to  the  odious  feature  of  their  despotisms. 

Idolatry  and  impiety  were  constituents  of  their  peculiar  faith.  The  Jews  were  often 
in  captivity,  and  suffered  for  treachery.  They  became  scattered  over  the  world  from 
this  cause  ;  vast  numbers  remained  at  Babylon  and  never  returned  to  Palestine.  Vast 
numbers  were  settled  at  Alexandria  by  Alexander. 

Many  were  carried  into  captivity  into  Egypt  by  the  Greek  king,  and  many  were 
settled  in  many  Asiatic  cities,  as  subject  as  the  world  to  universal  causes  and  effects, 
thereby  convicting  their  bible  of  perjury. 

Why  the  persecutions  of  any,  especially  the  Jews  ? 

Peculiar  faith  answers  to  all  others.  Millions  have  been  persecuted  for  their  pecu- 
liar faith,  for  which  they  were  victimized.  They  have  been  sadly  misused,  in  nearly 
all  lands,  for  centuried.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  their  peculiar  faith  intrinsically,  as  U 
was  the  misfortune  of  their  position  to  prevent  the  impunity.  There  is  the  secret  of 
intoleration. 

The  Jews  are  merchants  generally,  incapable  of  satisfying  the  world  of  peculiar  faith| 
rarely  seeking  agriculture  or  civil  offices.  Apply  the  mildest  views,  yielding  figurative 
and  metaphoricd  language  to  scripture,  instead  of  the  proper  exposition  of  facts,  yet 
this  will  expose,  by  truth  and  honesty,  the  duplicity  of  this  foul  code  of  priestocracy. 
The  bible  versions  give  but  meagre  and  diversified  accounts  of  creation,  after  all  the 
puffs  of  aflUiation. 
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Their  different  periods  of  creation  are  too  essential  to  be  admitted.  Can  the  great 
differences  be  the  inspirations  from  God  ?  They  are  of  bibles.  The  one  and  the  same 
God  cannot  differ  from  himself,  however  peculiar  bibles  may  be.  The  adoption  of  his 
anthorhy  is  the  admission  of  bis  nnity,  and  that  decides  the  utter  condemnation  of  all 
those  diffferent  pretences  for  bibles.  They  are  only  apologies  for  bibles,  no  more,  most 
conclnsively.  Their  pecnlihr  creations  are  a  peculiar  ffod,  of  a  peculiar  earth,  and 
heavens  still  worse,  that  can  be  rolled  up  as  a  scroll,  and  whence  angels  were  driveo, 
where  devils  were  made  f  • 

The  whole  ever  proves  an  abortion,  as  all  have  to  be  renewed,  and  thie  idea  renders 
man  dissatisfied  with  his  lot,  and  a  miserable  skeptic  in  God's  unity,  goodness,  and  per- 
fection. 

There  are  no  such  monsters,  in  the  God  of  Nature's  creation.  None  bvt  priestocra- 
cies,  as  blasphemous  as  ignorant,  and  both  as  avaricious,  could  have  originate  all  these 
Ignoble  fictions  caUed  bibles. 

Shall  the  Orientals,  who  made  eunuchs  and  mutilated  the  body  by  circumcision,  com- 
mitted unnatural  crimes,  odious  vices,  debased  the  mind,  deprived  woman  of  her  rights 
and  privileges,  with  an  arrogancy  most  degrading,  that  finally  embraced  the  horrible 
idea  of  denying  her  a  soul,  enslaved  freemen  to  menials,  characters  so  odious,  be  es- 
teemed masters  of  morals  ? 

You  hear  the  constant  theme  of  inspiration  and  revelation  from  the  lips  of  those  pul- 
pit people,  who  can  give  you  no  satisfaction  on  that,  the  first  and  last,  the  only  essen- 
tial question  in  the  whole  subject ! 

The  great  question  is,  whether  the  account  given  is  the  true  account?  You  can 
make  nothing  out  of  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  but  they  are  fictions  of  priestocracies. 
Some  of  the  names  of  the  authors  of  some  of  the  books,  as  the  evangelists,  are  not 
really  or  substantially  the  authors,  but  fictions,  doubtlessly  used  by  the  priestocracies. 

Some  people  believe  no  more  than  what  it  is  their  interest  for  Uicra  to  believe.  This 
is  too  great  a  subject  to  have  the  world  deceived  in.  Are  you,  citizen,  going  to  entmst 
to  the  priestocracy  to  investigate  for  you  your  lifetime,  when  they  originated  the  whole 
systems  extant,  and  are  bound  to  sustain  the  faith  collusion  at  every  hazard  and  by  aO 
means  1 

Is  that  wise  or  right  ?  Why  do  you  not  all  begin  to  do  right  at  first,  dismiss  all 
your  blasphemous  priestocracy  humbugs,  peculiar  faiths,  superstitions,  as  messiahabips? 
The  bible  of  Judaism  distorted  God,  and  defined  matters  that  betray  the  ignorant  posi- 
tion of  its  writers,  as  heavens,  heart  and  ends  of  the  earth,  the  prhace  of  the  power  of 
the  air.  No  wonder  other  priests  made  themselves  familiar  with  the  peculiar  god  of 
Judaism,  who  was  so  compliant  with  author  priests. 

Judaism  idolizes  priestocracies,  and  their  idolatrous  creations.  Had  this  bible  been  an 
humble  efl[brt  to  describe  God,  as  mind  thus  understood  him,  all  had  been  well,  for  it  had 
been  the  only  true  bible,  assuredly  the  bible  of  mind ;  but  the  God  of  Nature  was  can- 
catured,  pofluted  by  priestocracies,  libeled  throughont  nature,  in  his  characteristics. 
The  bible  of  mind  can  convince  any  mind  at  once,  if  honest  and  truthful,  and  not  dis- 
graced and  polluted  by  the  craftship. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  have  libeled  nature  and  mind ;  of  course  the  God  of  nature 
and  mind. 

The  gospels  were  written  several  years  after  the  events  are  said  to  have  transpired, 
by  the  foster-fathers  of  the  so-called  evangelists.  Clement  is  supposed  to  be  Matthew, 
Eusebius  is  Paul,  &c.  The  world  mnst  get  rid  of  dire  false  pretences,  most  detestable 
bible  of  tradition  heresies,  such  bible  despotisms,  such  absolutisms  of  priestocracies,  con- 
spiracies against  good  morals,  religion,  and  the  rights  of  mind,  all  the  low  quibbles  oi 
social  obligations,  all  the  Oriental  vassalage  of  mind. 

Jews,  you  can  do  the  world  some  good  at  once,  by  stopping  the  false  Old  Testament, 
that  stops  the  New  Testament,  that  is  false,  as  well  as  the  koran.  and  the  bible  of  the 
Mormons.  Freemen,  intelligent  minds  of  the  world,  will  you  shrink  from  your  reii- 
^ous  duty  of  analyzing  your  proper  position  1  Let  truth  and  honesty  be  your  motto, 
if  the  universe  fall.  People  of  the  world,  can  you  analyze  your  position,  that  o(  the 
world  ? 

The  bible  of  mind  preaches  its  own  doctrines — satisfactorily.  Complex  ideas  cannot 
be  nurtured  much  in  the  savage  state  ;  hence  we  have  the  meagre  and  confuted  account 
of  the  creation,  as  given  by  the  bible  of  Judaism. 

But  you  ask  for  justice  to  be  done  poor  Moses,  who  might  not  have  existed,  aa  »r  •• 
we  know,  except  through  the  priestocracies.  Would  Moses  know  himself,  if  bf.  ^®^ 
ever  on  earth,  and  to  reappear  ?  How  many  different  dresses,  how  many  editions^ 
altered  editions  of  priestocracies,  have  there  been  about  all  this  afifairl 

Is  it  less  than  hundreds  ?    Are  your  eyes  open  yet,  citizen  ?    Do  not  sbut  them  w 
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the  pveteaces  of  any  such  faith.  If  the  authenticity  of  the  Bcriptures  is  prove<1,  all  the 
world  ought  to  join  the  church.  If  not  proTed,  as  they  are  not,  most  clearly  and  coo- 
<:lusiTely,  then  no  falsehood  will  benefit  God,  and  then  all  ought  to  adopt  truth  and 
honesty.  If  the  scriptures  were  authentic,  the  world  could  not  be  chained  from  their 
adoptioB. 

When  one  peculiar  faith  supersedes  another,  it  is  conclusive  that  the  one  superseded 
has  radical  defects — as  the  Christian  is  in  antagonism  to  that  of  Judaism,  the  world  can 
66 e  how  both  are  deficient  at  once. 

The  bibles  admit  of  constructions,  and  are  most  Jesuitical  the  less  carried  out  in 
{;ood  faith.  The  new  depends  on  the  old,  yet  supersedes  it.  Both  are  negatived  by 
Cruth. 

Bibles  of  tradition  are  explained  away  by  each  sect. 

The  bible  of  mind  is  progressive  as  mind,  in  order  necessarily,  as  we  have  just  com- 
menced exact  science. 

Such  will  drive  out  all  bibles  of  tradition,  those  of  superstition  clearly.  Now  the  ex- 
planations of  such  bibles,  as  advanced  by  their  advocates,  are  doing  clandestinely  and 
partially,  what  the  bible  of  mind  does  by  conservative  revolution,  in  full,  at  once,  and 
Mrith  the  strictest  justice  to  God. 

The  scriptures  require  explanation,  that  is  as  difiicult  to  many  minds.  The  bible  is 
not  consistent  with  universal  good  and  proper  morals. 

We  charge  home  upon  you,  Judaism,  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  for  which 
'we  impeach  you  before  a  God  you  never  knew,  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Can  construction  and  explanation  be  scripture,  when  there  are  hundreds  of  ways  or 
systems  for  them  ? 

Has  any  people,  assuming  to  be  a  peculiar  people,  or  not,  been  greater  sufferers  than 
the  Jews,  as  well  in  Egvpt  as  in  Syria  and  in  Palestine,  also  from  the  Assyrians  and 
Babylonians,  Persians,  Macedonians  and  Romans  ? 

Has  not  this  suffering  been,  much  of  it,  through  peculiar,  their  peculiar  curse — ^half 
civilized  as  they  were  1 

Were  not  their  kings  as  foolish  and  corrupt  as  most  of  the  Orientals  at  that  day — 
their  priests  and  prophets  any  less  corrupt  and  degraded  ? 

We  are  no  skeptics,  but  feel  assured,  indeed,  that  we  are  right,  in  the  great  princi- 
ples of  mind,  reason,  and  facts. 

Bibles  of  tradition  and  their  peculiar  faith,  with  their  advocates,  aiders,  abettors,  and 
supporters,  giving  aid  and  comfort,  have  been  wholesale  murderers  in  the  world,  for 
hundreds  of  millions  of  lives. 

That  a  bible  of  inspiration,  that  invalidates  God^s  omnipresence  and  omniscience  ? 

The  Jew  records  were  called  holy  or  sacred:  what  ancient  priestocracy^s  works  were 
not  so  called,  as  they  named  them  ? 

Is  any  such,  is  Moses  or  any  such,  superior  to  mind  ?  But  the  zealot  does  not  like 
any  one  to  attack  the  bible.  If  the  bible  be  true,  it  can  defend  itself.  If  false,  it  ought 
to  go  down,  and  you,  zealot,  ought  to  scorn  the  upholding  such  an  ignoble  perjury. 

Sectaries  will  violate  all  the  principles  of  logic  to  reach  their  faith,  which  is  a  mere 
Klelosion,  as  it  cannot  be  a  fact ;  consequently,  it  is  not  worth  mind^s  notice,  as  it  is  not 
SL  fact,  and  cannot  be  religion  ;  therefore  is  the  bible  a  culprit 

But  the  W«rd  of  God  is  the  hible.    What  bible  ? 

The  bible  of  tradition,  bible  of  Moses  2  That  is  the  bible  of  peculiar  faith ;  that  is 
of  course  not  religion ;  hence  not  a  true  bible.  The  bible  of  mind  is  the  only  bible,  and 
monotheism  is  the  only  religion.  There  can  be  no  other.  But  that  peculiar  bible  de- 
clares that  the  devil  and  all  his  angels  shall  not  prevail  against  God.  For  that  reason 
we  declare  for  God  alone.  Let  perverted  people  seek  to  be  devils  and  their  angels,  we 
will  reverence  God  alone. 

The  bible  of  tradition  is  framed  in  contradiction  to  God^s  attributes  and  principles 
that  are  in  common  to  man^s  nature,  that  is  common,  not  peculiar. 

The  hible  of  tradition  makes  all  but  the  chosen  people  the  heathen,  the  outside  bar- 
barians ;  yet  all  are  the  children  of  the  God  of  nature.  Mention  anything  of  the  bibles 
of  tradition,  and  the  advocates  can  see  no  error.  Bigotry  hss  closed  their  understand- 
ing- The  pulpit  people  preachers  and  priests  leave  off  where  they  ought  to  begin,  for 
they  have  but  this  one  sermon  to  preach,  the  full  and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  scr^ures.     The  balance  will  preach  themselves. 

Moses  was  skilled  for  his  side,  of  power.  Was  the  Jewish  nation  of  any  respectable 
standing  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?    Was  it  not  reputed  for  extreme  superstition? 

Search  the  scripturesi  How  absurd  to  think  that  these  scriptures  could  delineate 
ihe  God  of  the  universe,  whs  fills  all  space  i  Analyze,  by  mind  the  most  cultivated, 
this  exfaaustless  subject,  and  if  at  any  time  hence  you  find  an  error,  amend  it  before  the 
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proper  tribunal  of  mind,  that  all  creation  should  not  stop  from  being  corrected,  vnlilte 
the  bigoted  priestocracy^s  bible  that  interdicts  correction ! 

The  chief  thing  of  all  bibles  is  the  proof.  If  you  expect  us  to  believe  the  ftcriptures, 
we  demand  of  you  to  prove  them,  honestly  in  good  faith,  beyond  a  doubt,  or  never  u» 
utter  a  word  about  them  afterwards,  as  you  are  an  impostor  if  you  do.  We  can  be  no 
skeptics  or  doubters,  when  we  speak  knowingly  that  all  such  are  conclusively  fal»\ 
As  to  any  supposed  deists,  who  have  failed  in  their  whole  duty,  being  alarmed  at  death, 
that  does  not  prove  anything  for  you  or  your  bibles, that  if  true,  would  have  anticipateil 
and  counteracted  all  that.  Whyy  sophists,  can  you  not  drop  your  small  artiller}',  your 
petty  calibre  puerilities  ? 

We  re]y  on  God  alone,  in  life  and  death.  On  whom  else  can  the  world  rely? 
Prove  your  position,  or  be  silent  If  you  prove  your  position,  with  Christ  and  God  oo 
your  side,  you  need  not  fear  at  all. 

But  if  you  take  Christ,  and  do  not  prove,  as  you  cannott  any  connection  with  God. 
assuredly  your  position  is  miserable.  You  have  no  documents  to  uphold  you !  Where 
are  you  now  ?  l)o  you  know  ?  If  you  do  not,  you  ought  earnestly  to  investigate.  GoJ 
could  not  be  particularly  identified  to  one  spot  of  earth  or  one  globe,  much  less  one 
people,  when  he  is  universally  identified  ^th  creation,  as  he  is  the  God  of  nature. 

1  be  Jews  sufiered>  after  all  their  priestocracies,  peculiar  faith,  and  false  system?, 
deeply  and  horribly  as  a  nation.  Their  god  is  made  peculiarly  vindicative,  furious  antl 
wrathful  by  the  Jews,  as  other  peculiar  gods.  Here  seems  more  policy  than  priiiciplu% 
that  characterixes  their  actions.  They  did  not  comprehend  the  dignity  of  the  Gud  o) 
nature,  as  the  only  safety  is  universally  in  principles  that  vindicate  themselves. 

The  time-serving  bigots  will  pretend,  if  cornered,  that  they  do  not  understand  this 
bible  of  Moses.  Do  iSiey  understand  principles,  truth,  or  honesty  ?  Where  are  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who  are  said  to  have  seen  the  law  delivered  to  Moses' 
Who  endorses  them  ?  None  !  Then  all  are  pretences,  the  worst  sort  of  false  preH^ncos. 
It  is  not  for  a  bible,  but  for  religion,  safety,  greatness  of  satisfaction  before  the  God  oi 
nature,  that  I  write.  And  if  this  bible  of  tradition  be  a  true  one,  let  it  stand  on  fair  and 
honorable  terms,  for  truly  were  it  the  word  of  God,  man's  word  could  and  should  ihH 
prevail  against  it.  Bibles  of  tradition  cannot  be  the  guardians  of  the  world,  nor  cau  U 
the  functionaries  of  priestocracies. 

God  of  the  universe  is  omnipresent ;  that  is,  he  fills  all  space  or  presides  over  it  b\ 
principles  that  represent  him.  His  residence  radiates  from  the  centre  of  purity,  au^i 
comprehends  the  centre  of  power  and  intelligence. 

Rational  beings  must  come  to  the  conclusion  very  clearly,  that  the  old  writers  of  the 
bible,  so  far  from  being  inspired  and  knowing  about  the  future  and  happiness,  did  not 
know  truly  the  affairs  of  earth  for  their  time,  and  least  of  all,  of  science.  InspinitioD 
implies  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  that  is  to  be  communicated,  in  all  its  particulars.  AU 
this  is  above  criticism,  as  it  is  above  correction.  It  partakes  of  the  divine  natuie,  and 
is  as  perfect  as  God's  perfection  can  make  it. 

The  scriptures  have  no  virtue  if  the  essential  foundation  is  false,  as  all  is  of  any  pecu- 
liar faith. 

The  bible  people  spend  their  life  about  ah  obsolete  book  of  exploded  doctrines,  intended 
for  imposition  instead  of  science. 

Judge  of  these  so-called  revelations  according  to  their  merits,  and  they  are  worth 
nothing  at  all.  What  do  they  reveal  1  any  science  ?  Nothing  can  contain  more  falsi- 
ties than  the  gospels. 

Figure  or  metaphor  will  not  express  their  character,  nor  avail  the  advocates  who 
affirm  to  explain  away  the  whole,  or  much  of  it,  as  figurative  or  metaphorical.  On  that 
basis,  the  whole  bible  can  be  explained  away  jesuitically ;  therefore,  let  us  consider 
and  meet  all  as  really  intended,  on  the  pure,  proper  principles  of  truthful  logic  the  most 
satisfactory  of  all. 

Had  God  revealed  himself  in  any  bible,  as  he  has,  he  could  have  called  ^i^^^^^f? 
less  than  the  God  of  the  universe.  But  as  ignorant  men  wTote  it,  they  call  him  the  Gm 
of  a  pecnliar  earth ! 

The  world  has  pirated  on 'the  example  of  this  book,  by  popes'  dispensations. 

Is  the  bible  of  tradition,  or  that  of  mind  best  capable  of  directing  aright,  the  proper 
faculties  of  the  soul  1 

What  is  the  soul,  without  mind  I  Both  are  identified— not  with  the  bible  of  tradition 
surely,  that  cuts  down  mind. 

Bibles  of  tradition,  as  the  arms  of  absolutism,  are  of  design,  upon  mind  and  its  rights  m 
the  world. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  are  worthless,  totally  so.  They  tell  us  that  the  bible  is  th^ 
word  of  God.    As  such,  we  feel  bound  to  require  proof.     Is  it  so  1     What  ifi  the  wow 
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of  God  ?  The  commencement  of  God's  bible  is  truth,  and  that  would  tell  that  the  God 
of  nature  is  the  God  of  the  universe,  not  of  one  world  and  its  hemisphere  of  heavens 
with  all  others  lights,  for  the  earth.  All  descriptions  of  God's  language  and  appearance 
are  all  false.  There  is  none  able  to  give  a  full  description  of  him  on  this  earth ;  conse- 
quently there  can  be  no  truth  in  any  bible  of  tradition,  as  it  begins  in  ignorance  and 
riu!s  in  perjuiy!  What  is  a  greater  enemy  of  all  righteousness?  What  produces 
worse  temptation  and  example  from  doing  that  which  is  right  1  Action  justifies  pure 
Inundations,  and  condemns  this.  Docs  it  teach  sinners  to  make  white  their  robes  in 
tt.e  prace  of  God?  In  God's  righteousness  ?  Any  other  is  counterfeit,  either  a  pe- 
culiar god  or  his  peculiar  messiahs.  Mind  that  is  enlightened  does  not  wish  to  know  what 
the  bible  teUs,  as  the  priests  tell  who  -wrote  it.  One  jot  or  tittle  of  all  such  faith  cre- 
dulity cannot  stand  the  test  of  reason. 

But  what  a  spell  of  superstition  binds  the  world ! 

Some  would  not  disbelieve  in  a  devil  for  all  the  world,  and  yet  all  the  world  could  not 
prove  a  devil  to  exist !  The  belief  of  a  devil  does  not  keep  people  out  of  penalties,  nor 
the  jails  freer  from  culprits,  but  helps  to  render  the  world  worse. 

God  did  all  things  as  seemed  best  to  him,  but  the  bible  of  tradition  makers  did 
not  and  never  can  do  more  than  botch  and  tinker.  Their  bible  may  tell  us  of  sotnc 
things,  but  its  extinction  is  preferable  to  all  their  dogmas.  It  had  better  be  lefl  out, 
than  put  in.  It  deceives  the  world,  most  seriously.  The  God  of  our  fathers  is  claim- 
ed by  all  filial  and  affectionate  children,  but  the  advantage  is  taken  of  them  as  by 
hunters  who  imitate  the  cry  of  the  young,  to  inveigle  the  mothers. 

Let  all  analyze,  and  they  will  see  that  it  is  to  know  the  God  that  created  the  race  of 
our  fathers.  We  are  indebted  to  that  woful  state  of  public  prejudice,  for  these  bibles 
of  tradition.  The  first  ages  recognised  were  corrupt,  as  any  were.  We  can  concede 
indulgence  to  their  abstract  pretensions,  but  not  superiority  as  the  adoption  of  priesto- 
cracy  scriptures  imply.  Let  us  all  aim  to  be  right,  and  we  are  obliged  to  see  the  old 
testament  fall,  and  of  course,  most  assuredly  the  new  does  for  the  sins  of  both.  The 
sins  of  the  scriptures  are  the  deepest  of  all,  through  their  authors.  You  add  to  them 
if  you  make  yourself  subject  to  their  pretences. 

■  Can  we  not  add  to  the  scriptures  ?  We  must  discard  them.  The  bible  of  mind  as 
wise  laws,  may  be  then  advanced.  Any  book  that  claims  to  be  sacred  and  has  no 
such  proof,  has  to  be  closed  by  the  command  of  truth  and  reason,  God's  vicegerents. 
The  world  would  speak  rightly  to  the  Jews,  but  for  its  own  superstition.  What  can 
the  bible  of  the  Jews  tell  us,  of  moment  to  the  world  ?  What  of  philosophical  sciences, 
does  it  communicate  ?  What  of  all  the  ancient  race  of  the  world  ?  Did  it  know  of 
but  three  small  parts  of  all  five,  of  the  whole  world  ?  As  far  as  it  missed  the  world's 
geography,  so  far  did  it  miss  the  true  principles  of  religion.  All  the  bible  advocates 
are  bound  in  the  first  place  to  give  their  hearers  undoubted  proof  of  its  authenticity, 
especially  in  the  old  testament.  In  the  second  place  they  should  prove  satisfactorily, 
how  the  devil  could  have  been  made,  compatibly  with  the  purity  of  their  heaven  and 
the  perfection  of  the  God  of  their  heaven. 

In  the  third  place  they  are  bound  to  prove  a  sufliciency  of  prophecy  in  the  old  testa- 
ment on  the  most  undoubted  purity,  written  at  the  time,  and  properly  preserved  without 
alteration  to  the  proper  time,  that  warrants  in  the  fullest  comprehension  the  whole  mat- 
ter beyond  doubt  or  equivocation.  The  very  object  of  bibliocracy  of  tradition  was  to 
deceive  the  world,  both  in  conception  and  adoption.  Potentates  of  the  earth  have  so 
conspired.  Mind  only  needs  a  proper  audience  of  mind,  to  eradicate  the  false  impres- 
sions. In  the  first  ages  of  orientalism,  when  mind  was  abject,  allegory  was  considered 
useful,  but  since  age  has  become  more  refined,  and  mind  is  entrusted  with  its  rights,  in 
the  name  of  God  let  it  resume  all  properly. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  cannot  remove  the  sins  of  the  world  ;  it  is  mind  that  must  act. 
What  proof  is  there,  of  all  bibles  of  tradition  ?    It  cannot  be  given,  at  all. 

The  assertion  of  Moses  or  his  dramatists,  is  no  more  than  of  other  irresponsible 
falsifiers.  All  is  the  work  of  priestocracy,  for  the  worst  of  purposes.  All  cannot  hold 
a  respectable  hold  in  decent  society,  when  mind's  rights  are  audited.  If  there  had  been 
any  prophets  especially  of  Christ,  all  would  have  been  accurately  and  exactly  told.  If 
God  had  inspired,  that  inspiration  would  have  been  correctly  defined.  God  would  have 
had  an  appropriate  bible  representing  intellect  and  power,  and  most  perfect.  But  the 
stupid  priestocracy  did  not  understand  that  their  bibles  superseded  mind,  their  mes- 
siahs and  peculiar  gods  superseded  God,  their  peculiar  faith  superseded  religion,  all  their 
peculiar  creation  superseded  the  creator's.  What  was  so  plain  before  them,  that  time 
was  God's  prophet,  and  that  wise  minds  could  anticipate  it  only  on  principles  that 
define  prophecy  a  false  pretence  in  conception,  a  pcrjui7  in  conclusion.  Will  the  mod- 
erns stupidly  put  on  the  cast-off  mantles  of  the  ancients  ?     Do  we  know  the  true  history. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


566  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

from  these  oracle-monger  priests  and  kings,  all  in  collusion  before  the  people  ?  What 
was  the  dynasty  policy,  was  easily  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  the  priestocracy  who  assumed 
to  have  the  mouth  of  their  lord,  the  most  available  mouth-piece  the  world  ever  ufied, 
who  was  a  peculiar  god,  became  very  peculiarly  pliant  in  the  hands  of  tlie  dramatists. 
This  was  the  great  idol  of  priestocracy — ^now  of  the  world .  The  bible  of  tradition  makers 
are  falsehood  propagators.  The  peculiar  opinion  of  the  Jews  being  the  chosen  people  of 
God,  made  them  sinful  indeed.  It  was  all  political  speculation,  their  eyes  on  other  peo- 
ple's possessions,  their  priestocracy  hands  in  the  Jew  pockets,  the  Jews  seeking  to 
fleece  the  world,  their  priests  fleecing  them  all  the  time.  Did  the  Jews  show  them- 
selves particularly  worthy  in  breaking  their  covenant,  worshipping  images,  sacrificing 
their  sons  and  daughters  to  them  to  be  devoured  ?  How  like  the  most  degraded  sav- 
ages, no  less  than  cannibals !  We  perform  a  mercy  to  them,  and  all  such,  to  relieve 
them  of  their  numerous  contradictions. 

But  we  are  constantly  met  by  questions.  What  will  the  world  do  for  bibles?  That 
is  really  bible-mania.  Murders  flourish,  when  laws  permit,  bibles  or  no  bibles,  and  »> 
of  other  vices.  An  increase  of  power,  results  in  remedial  means.  When  peculiar 
faith  prevails,  repudiation  flourishes.  WTiere  are  the  morals  ?  W^hat  protection  is  any 
bible,  if  wise  laws  do  not  sustain  society  ?  Did  bibles  protect  the  Jews  ?  The  world 
from  inquisitions  ?  But  then  the  French  revolution  showed  the  horrors  of  no  bible .' 
It  reflected  the  brutality  of  bibles.  That  proved  that  mind  had  been  crushed  and 
brutalized  by  the  three  most  powerful  arms  of  absolutism,  monarchy,  church  and  soldiery. 
Look  back  comprehensively,  not  partially — that  is  not  fair. 

This  was  for  want  of  mind-cultivation  of  the  whole  people — ^religion,  order  and 
law.  Civilization  and  religion  go  together.  It  is  not  mantis  bibles,  but  God,  who  is 
above  all,  that  we  seek  to  appreciate. 

In  regard  to  the  French  Revolution,  much  of  it  was  involved  in  the  mighty  conflicts 
of  masses,  brutalized  by  bible  sophistry  and  despotism,  that,  pent  up  by  absolutism  for 
centuries,  broke  loose  the  other  way  into  licentiousness. 

The  world  has  been  treated  as  an  overgrown  animal,  not  as  mind  at  all.  Hush !  do 
not  speak  against  the  bible.     No,  not  of  God.     That  is,  of  the  universe. 

But  the  Jews'  peculiar  god  could  not  fill  all  space,  for  he  was  absent  at  man's  pecu- 
liar fall,  so  absurdly  related — ^the  most  to  be  pitied  of  all  when  he  found  it  out — and 
present  at  a  nonentity's  creation,  a  peculiar  heaven  and  earth.  As  a  god  of  tradition, 
he  is  among  the  obsolete  things  of  tradition.  All  this  requires  the  foolish  consent  of 
mind,  brought  about  by  the  artful  duplicity  of  perverted  mind. 

Who  can  have  implicit  faith  or  confidence  in  any  bible  of  tradition  ?  Who  can  have 
as  much  in  the  writers  1  Who  could  endorse  them  1  Ignorant  men,  yea,  very  ignorant 
priests,  wrote  these  books ;  they  were  priestly  inspired  writers.  The  light  and  philo- 
sophical science  of  mind  and  bible  of  tradition,  will  not  do  to  mention  together  the  same 
day.  It  is  pollution  to  connect  them  together.  But  what,  for  a  code  1  If  your  rational 
mind,  your  country's  institutions  and  righteous  laws  do  not  furnish,  aided  by  all  ibe 
benefits  of  rational  education,  go  to  the  wild  Indian  chiefs  that  are  the  most  refined  in 
mind  of  forest  growth,  and  ask  them  for  the  constituents  of  society.  Why  should  the 
world  have  the  peculiar  faith  of  priestocracies,  when  its  society  is  swindled  thereby  ? 
Those  who  are  wise,  can  see  why  the  need  of  inquisitions,  to  uphold  their  iniqui' 
ties. 

They  need  all  the  tools  of  the  world  in  their  ignoble  machinery  of  superstitioO)  that 
damns  the  world  and  mind. 

I  impeach  and  discard  the  scriptures  for  various  reasons  :  that  they  are  most  contra- 
dictory, rest  on  false  pretences,  and  are  most  demoralizing,  anti-religious.  Among 
their  many  pretensions,  a  foul  libel,  I  mention  that  there  is  no  devil,  and,  of  course, 
no  local  hell  in  God's  universe,  whatever  there  might  have  been  in  the  Jewish  peculiar 
superstition.  This  is  proved :  that  no  people  can  be  chosen  and  peculiar  on  earth, 
without  making  their  god  a  peculiar  god,  and  their  scriptures  surely  peculiar,  and  all  of 
no  account,  proving  the  whole  a  despotic  polity  to  manage  a  defrauded  people.  Which 
is  worse,  for  the  world  to  denounce  a  thing  without  investigation  and  analysis,  or  adhere 
to  their  own  explosions?  But  thtf  scriptures  are  important,  they  fulfil  an  important 
point.  That  is,  they  sustain  bigots.  What  use  is  there  for  me  to  go  on  with  rav  bible 
opposition,  you  will  savi  as  the  world  must  believe  in  some  faith  ?  I  go  on  to  help  pro- 
mote rational  faith.  But  what  opposition  to  the  bible  is  effectual  1  The  intelligent 
patriots  of  the  land  know,  but  you  cannot  appreciate  it,  because  your  bigotry  ha3  no 
reason.  Lay  aside  your  bigotry,  and  then  you  will  see  what  religion  is.  I  reject  all 
bibles  of  tradition  on  account  of  religion,  to  get  rid  of  their  peculiar  faith — to  reach  the 
pure  and  essential  demands  of  mind.  But  infidelity  is  a  robbery.  It  is  indeed  to  God, 
therefore  all  such  bibles  should  be  positively  excluded.     With  the  triumphs  of  innocence 
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• 
the  purest,  we  extricate  ourselves  out  of  wholesale  errors,  or  the  perpetual  cause  of 
them,  the  bible  of  tradition. 

But  this  is  an  extraordinary  work.  It  is  an  extraordinary  imposition,  and  should 
have  extraordinary  proof,  or  be  discarded  by  the  advocates,  who  should  have  extraordi- 
nary silence  and  retirement. 

Some  people's  minds  are  so  perverted  that  they  cannot  rid  themselves  of  sophistry, 
80  degraded  tbat  they  cannot  extricate  themselves  out  of  their  bigotry. 

If  religionists,  men  must  discard  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  heresies  as  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion, and  adopt  that  of  the  bible  of  mind.  While  the  world  is  full  of  public  improve- 
ments, it  is  a  shame  that  this  most  important  subject  should  be  kept  in  abeyance. 

Tiiis  is  the  age  of  reform  and  conservative  revolution. 

Analyze,  for  no  bigots  have  ever  yet  investigated  tbis  whole  subject.  We  ought  to 
abolish  all  bibles  of  tradition,  as  absolutely  abridging  and  restricting  the  proper  means 
of  mind  to  improve  the  creation  funds  of  religion.  The  bibles  of  tradition  can  never  be 
the  standard  of  what  mind  ought  to  reverence,  as  they  have  no  proper  constituent  ele- 
ments for  the  world's  peace  and  happiness ! 

But  instead  of  extraordinary  proof,  we  have  extraordinary  imposition  by  the  peculiar 
scriptures.  What  is  mind  for,  but  to  expel  and  not  receive  all  such  impositions  ?  No 
wonder  that  the  priestocracy  arrogate  that  faith  is  not  under  the  domains  of  mind,  eke 
they  would  have  been  blown  ]ong  ago,  sky  high ! 

The  only  thing  you  have  to  decide  is,  as  to  any  scriptures  being  peculiar ;  if  so,  as 
they  clash  necessarily  with  one  another,  and  with  that  of  mind  that  is  universal,  then 
they  are  hopelessly  corrupt  and  to  be  discarded. 

The  mind  has  to  respect  universal,  not  peculiar  principles,  that  do  not  exist.  The 
ancients  knew  not  the  principles  of  astronomy,  and  betray  themselves  by  the  grossest 
ignorance  of  placing  the  stars  in  the  firmament,  which  firmament  was  not  ether,  but  a 
firm  work  for  mere  light  to  the  earth,  instead  of  their  being  the  suns  of  solar  systems, 
having  their  own  planetary  and  cometary  orbs  revolving  round  them  in  beautiful  har- 
mony. It  is  worse  for  the  world  to  be  mastered  by  peculiar  bibles,  than  to  be  ruled  by 
the  decrees  of  imperial  Rome.  It  is  taken  for  granted,  because  of  the  assertion  about 
the  holy  sctiptures,  that  all  is  true,  unquestionably  so,  that  it  is  the  word  of  God. 
These  two  things  are  potent  and  talismanic  ;  but  when  we  afiirm  that  God  does  not  en- 
trust his  sacred  word  to  priest's  hieroglyphics,  or  to  man's  writings,  any  contingency, 
but  in  his  own  adorable  keeping  in  the  immortal,  everlasting  works  of  the  universe,  we 
are  met  by  the  supposition  that  God  has  not  lefl  anything  less.  But  suppositions  that 
have  blasted  the  world  so  often,  will  not  do.  We  must  have  facts,  or  the  bible-pre- 
tenders must  be  forever  silent  on  tliis  world-wide  subject. 

The  facts  are  demanded  in  vain.  But  the  brass  and  stupidity  of  the  imbecile  mass 
have  outlived  their  exploded  bibles.  They  did  not  know  that  they  have  no  bible  in 
truth  or  fact.  Their  bible  is  a  contingency,  and  bears  unmistakable  evidences  of  man's 
works,  as  it  is  liable  to  be  lost,  erased,  misinterpreted,  mistranslated,  not  preached  from, 
after  being  made  out  of  priests'  lies  from  beginning  to  end.  But  how  do  we  know  the 
facts  of  any  history,  as  history  ?  All  that  is  accredited  and  approved  as  national  ar- 
chives, exempt  from  doubt  or  suspicion,  and  free  from  the  least  improbability,  presented 
us  by  those  whose  authority  is  unquestionable,  and  whose  veracity  is  unimpeached,  can 
be  considered  history.  But  none  is  history  that  convicts  itself  by  the  facts  of  science 
and  philosophy  as  violation  of  both,  that  runs  counter  to  nature's  truths,  reason's  and 
principles'  laws,  and  when  its  faith  sneaks  out  of  reason's  court.  This  is  the  case  with 
every  bible  of  tradition.  But  the  stupid  objector  foiled  in  supporting  the  bible  of  tradi- 
tion, affects  that  in  a  court  of  justice  one  hundred  years  hence,  when  there  is  no  living 
witness  present,  after  a  man  was  convicted,  on  the  proper  testimony  of  witnesses,  of 
murder,  and  executed,  that  we  may  not  have  any  better  evidence  than  the  bible. 

If  kept  as  a  matter  of  record,  most  safely  in  the  clerk's  office,  it  would  be  correct  his- 
tory ;  but  otherwise  it  would  be  only  tradition,  and  estimated  in  worth  accordingly. 

Has  the  bible  this  position  of  record,  faithful  and  true  above  suspicion?  No !  for  if 
kept  sacredly  in  a  proper  deposit  from  the  time  of  the  pretended  Moses,  it  would  kill 
itself,  from  the  reason  that  it  has  impossibilities  of  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries,  and 
peculiarities  proved  to  be  perjuries. 

But,  says  the  simple  advocate,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  saw  Moses  receive 
this  gifl  of  God !  If  all  this  was  anything  more  than  their  peculiar  god,  who  proves 
or  endorses  that  now  ?  None.  Yet  as  God-giil,  it  requires  God-proof,  but  gives  none. 
Then  it  is  untrue,  false  as  fiction  can  make  it.  But  the  bible  advocate  begs  for  time 
to  prepare  for  all  the  defence  of  the  old  bible,  his  ability  not  furnishing  more  argument, 
and  hijB  circumcised  superstition  still  urging  him  on. 

As  much  time  he  may  have  as  needed ;  but  does  he  do  anything  further?    How  can 
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he,  when  the  thing  is  impossible  ?     But  the  bible  is  God's  word  !     Then  of  course 
God  is  the  witness.     But  all  this  is  utterly  denied,  for  the  God  of  nature  does  not 
answer,  and  is  clearly  libeled  by  its  caricatures ! 
,  Freemen  of  America !  to  you  especially  is  entrusted  the  sacred  deposite  of  mind,  as 
much  as  to  any  frefe  nation. 

Give  it  its  legitimate  scope,  and  its  holiest  capacity. 

Other  countries  make  it  penal  to  declare  the  facts. 

Arise,  freemen,  and  declare  the  true  independence  of  mind,  over  all  bible  dynasties ! 

The  authenticity  of  the  bibles  of  tradition  is  the  main  question. 

The  very  moment  that  inspiration  or  tradition  is  announced,  they  are  to  be  investiga- 
ted. Wliat  miserable  morals  prevail  in  the  world,  to  preclude  the  mind  of  children 
from  investigation  of  all  bibles,  and  permitting  a  correct  decision !  All  errors  shoold  be 
corrected  on  rational  information,  not  the  correction  prescribed  by  inquisition,  no; 
sneaked  from  by  evasions. 

Wliat  could  we  expect  from  slaves,  of  Egyptians,  Babylonians  ? 

The  Jew  books  aflfecting  prophecy  were  vindictive,  very  naturally,  against  these  people. 
Was  it  from  Babylon  that  they  got  the  idea  of  Babel,  that  was  built  for  astronomical 
observations  ?  Were  they  so  ignorant  as  to  be  quizzed  as  to  its  real  use,  and  most  ab- 
surdly gave  the  story  of  its  causing  the  dispersion  of  nations  and  diffusion  of  language 
on  the  earth,  when  fliose  were  from  the  most  obvious  processes  of  nature  1.  Was  their 
law  formed  after  return  from  captivity  ?  Did  they  not  lose  their  laws,  records,  institu- 
tions, and  even  language,  and  adopt  much  of  the  eastern  people  ?  Are  they  not  indebted 
to  them  for  their  legends  about  the  devU,  whom  they  have  exalted  to  a  direct  and  suc- 
cessful antagonism  with  their  peculiar  god  ?  What  has  tlie  civilized  world  to  do  with 
all  their  absurd  superstitions,  when  it  hks  to  recur  to  rational  religion  that  never  was 
theirs,  by  their  own  story  ? 

Are  these  people  to  be  considered  peculiarly  interesting,  over  and  above  the  balance 
of  the  world,  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  who  flourished  at  their  time  1 

Was  it  a  just  Creator  of  all,  to  separate  the  Jews  from  all  mankind  ?  The  Jews  did 
that,  not  God.  God  of  nature  would  have  destroyed  all  such  at  once,  by  tlieir  amena- 
bility to  destruction.  In  the  east  they  had  two  geniuses,  a  good  and  evil  one.  What 
was  easier  for  them  to  manu-and-mind-facture  from  these  prototypes  ?  They  must  hare 
copied  from  some  source,  as  they  had  not  science  to  originate  the  true  position.  Their 
bible  is  an  extraordinary  doctrine,  that  derives  more  notice  from  the  character  of  mind 
of  its  advocates,  than  from  its  intrinsic  truth  and  virtue.  But  the  proof  of  its  authen- 
ticity is  a  stumbling  block.  Man  should  have  a  proper  code  of  life,  and  he  certainly 
should  be  prepared  to  meet  the  summons  of  death,  come  when  it  may ;  and  appropriate 
the  best  of  days  to  his  proper  improvement  of  mind.  Ours  should  be  a  wise  action  in 
life.     Now  we  have  not  the  first  proof  of  the  bible  what  is  the  safest  to  be  done  ! 

But  the  people  are  good  nevertheless,  all  the  time. 

How  is  this  )  What  shall  we  do  for  a  bible,  if  this  be  discarded  ?  and  yet  it  has  nut 
been  raised  to  the  dignity  of  proof,  of  truth !     What  an  imposition  ! 

All  its  authorities  for  proof  are  mere  assertion,  and  no  proof! 

We  willingly  meet  all  offers  for  proof. 

What  a  contemptible  position  for  mind  to  survey ! 

Its  bible  no  bible,  but  a  collection  of  books  of  imposition.  Its  god  a  peculiar  god, 
known  only  to  the  Jews. 

Its  heaven  so  impure  as  to  cause  its  angels  to  rebel,  and  to  become  devils ;  and  its 
messiah  affecting  to  cast  them  out  on  earth ! 

The  bible  of  mind  presents  the  sublimest  of  all  positions  in  the  universe.  It  regards 
the  perfection  of  Goa  the  Creator  to  radiate  perfect  purity,  as  God  is  a  perfectly  pure 
being,  therefore  a  pure  soul  or  beatific  aspirant  before  such  pure  presence  never  could 
become  a  devil. 

Revelations,  ch.  xii.  v.  7,  &c.,  to  13,  prove  themselves  anything  but  the  truth,  ema< 
nating  from  the  God  of  the  universe.     They  would  be  a  base  libel. 

Shall  bibles  of  tradition  be  paramount  to  religion  ? 

Let  us  have  no  juggling  for  bibles. 

Give  no  gratuitous  assertion,  or  stop ;  arrest  all  the  false  pretences  continually  grow- 
ing up  therefrom.  Analyze,  do  not  take  for  granted,  merely  because  peculiar  domestic 
education  and  impulse  cause  it.  But  yon  say  none  must  contradict  the  bible  of  tradition. 
Can  any  but  the  vassal  of  the  priestocracy  say  that  ?  You  must  have  faith  that  is 
blindness  of  belief,  a  fruitless  nothing,  credulity. 

But  the  bible  of  tradition  bigot  pretends  that  mind  cannot  conceive  of  a  God  ;  that  it 
is  left  to  conjecture  about  his  attributes,  and  one*s  own  soul. 

This  sopliistry  is  the  most  shameful,  false  pretence. 
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If  there  were  no  universe,  this  absurd  pretence  might  be  advanced. 

In  the  first  place,  the  best  and  only  positive  proof  beyond  doubt  is  the  self-existence 
of  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  his  attributes  are  only  proved  beyond  doubt  by  his  works ; 
and  the  soul  aspires  to  be  equal  in  existence,  and  to  have  universal  sphere  of  action  cor- 
respondent to  its  relations  with  the  Creator.  Whereas,  bibles  of  tradition  are  all  priest 
robbery,  pretences  and  imposition,  and  their  contents  are  trash,  and  ruin  the  state  of  the 
people,  unless  beneficially  corrected  by  God's  greatest  gift,  man's  guardian,  mind.  A 
majority  of  tlie  Jews  seem  to  have  had  no  moral  principles  about  them,  according  to 
their  own  ^oks,  their  peculiar  bible.  They  become  degraded  by  superstition  that  is 
enough  to  ruin  any  people  in  the  world,  when  the  bible  makes  it  imperative  on  all  the 
nation.     How  glad  the  world  should  be  to  escape  such  a  despotism ! 

What  did  these  people  know  ?     Let  the  statement  of  Nehemiah  disclose. 

Here  is  one  evidence  of  their  intellectual  stupidity. 

Nehemiah,  ch.  viii.,  v.  9 :  "And  Nehemiah  and  Ezra  said  unto  all  the  people,  This 
day  is  holy  unto  the  Iiord  your  God,  mourn  not,  nor  weep.  For  all  the  people  wept 
vhen  they  heard  the  words  of  the  law."  In  ch.  ix.,  v.  27,  he  says,  the  Levitcs  speak- 
ing to  God  of  the  Jews,  "  Thou  gavest  them  saviors."  The  Jews  were  not  so  stupid 
to  misinterpret  this  sentence,  whatever  such  words  may  mean  with  others.  They  have 
learnt  that  there  are  some  things  that  will  not  pay.  All  patriot  minds  should  be  resolved 
that  no  bible  shall  impair  the  rights  of  individuals  to  rational  religion. 

The  bible  of  peculiar  faiUi  is  not  true,  and  the  world  ought  to  know  it.  But  who  has 
thought  of  all  that  1  Why  have  not  the  clergy,  the  priestocracy  taught  all  this  ?  It 
was  theirs  to  teach  the  belief  in,  not  the  untrutti  of  superstition  in  this  form. 

What  confidence,  now,  can  be  placed  in  a  world  full  of  all  such,  where  constant  de- 
ception is  practiced  ? 

Better  have  no  bibles  of  tradition,  that  afford  bod  faith,  hardly  fragments  of  good 
faith. 

The  world  is  creeping  on  to  its  rights,  through  the  energfies  of  mind.  "  Lord  John 
Russell  has  again  introduced  the  bill  to  allow  Baron  Rothschild  to  take  a  seat  for  Lon- 
don, by  removing  Jewish  disabilities."  The  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews  talks  familiarly 
with  Satan,  who  talks  in  Job  as  defying  this  god.  We  must  recollect  that  in  this  great 
eastern  country  there  are  yet  devil  worshippers.  Mind  was  there  undeveloped ;  and 
yet,  if  we  believe  the  bible,  everything  was  peculiarly  great  in  this  peculiar  country. 
Solomon  was  the  wisest,  that  is,  if  their  prophets  and  priests  had  not  been  the  greatest 
falsifiers  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Singular  as  it  may  seem,  yet  truthful  analysis  tells, 
that  the  bible  did  the  deviPs  lying,  that  is,  the  priestocracies. 

But  how  will  we  get  over  the  difficulties  for  want  of  this  peculiar  bible,  for  oaths  and 
marriage  ?  Let  a  proper  legislation  establish  a  suitable  law  for  both,  affirmation  in  the 
first,  and  a  solemnization  of  the  last  by  a  magistrate.  Never  hereafler,  whilst  in  my 
senses  and  freedom,  will  I  swear  on  any  such  book.  I  desire  no  marriage  by  any 
priestocracy.     All  such  must  be  civil. 

After  all  the  boast  of  the  Jews,  where  is  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  particular  select 
spot  of  their  peculiar  god  ?  Where  else  is  it,  but  gone  after  that  peculiar  god  who  only 
existed  in  the  delusions  of  the  people,  and  the  shameful  impositions  of  their  head  men 
priests,  pretended  prophets  and  ignorant  kings  ?  After  all  the  advantages  of  the  Jews 
with  their  peculiar  god,  their  pretended  prophets  and  self-appointed  priests,  with  all  their 
peculiarities  of  miracles,  they  were  the  worst  off  actually  :*  much  worse  than  the  present 
nations  of  the  world,  that  begin  to  use  the  better  developments  of  mind,  and  with  whom 
they  could  not  begin  to  be  compared. 

It  is  the  necessary  result  of  undeveloped  mind,  that  miracles  or  wonders  prevail  in  all 
first  ages,  which  premise  mind's  ignorance  of  the  common  principles  of  science.  The 
more  miracles  and  prophecies  are  tolerated,  it  may  be  conceded  the  more  superstitious 
are  the  recipients. 

When  all  such  are  excluded,  then  the  world  begins  the  best  proper  maturity  of  mind's 
development,  civilization  and  religion.  Then  rational  mind  begins  its  existence  to 
some  purpose.  The  receivers  of  such  superstitious  relics  are  as  bad  as  the  original 
barbarian  inventors.  What  can  the  modems  promise  themselves  from  ancient  Jew 
pagans,  but  to  continue  pagans  themselves  ?  How  much  can  the  slaves  of  Egyptian 
superstitious  masters  teach  Uie  modems  ?  Their  subsequent  history  does  not  lend  any 
charm  to  this  obscure  and  low-rated  nation,  that  pirated  upon  other  nations,  as  all  of 
antiquity  did,  when  they  had  the  power.  After  their  improvement  by  seventy  years 
captivity  at  Babylon,  granting  that  they  brought  back  the  best  code,  their  present 
bible,  were  they  still  half  civilized,  even  half  as  civilized,  or  as  great  as  their  masters? 
Advance  much  beyond  their  very  best,  still  it  is  an  incongruity  to  establish  stay-laws 
of  mind-development  by  such  preposterous  explosions. 
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The  world  aaks  in  vain  from  an  impudent  priestocracy,  who  are  more  brazen  than 
their  own  Satan  and  Belial  in  the  pulpit,  for  one  single  evidence  of  proof,  that  this  bible, 
bad  as  it  is,  is  an  inspired  book. 

There  is  but  that  sermon  to  preach,  and  because  it  cannot  be  delivered,  are  all  to  be 
damned  ? 

Will  the  preachers  seek  by  such  books  of  tradition,  to  violate  the  conservative  prin- 
ciples of  the  world  1 

This  question  involves  the  peace,  dignity,  and  safety  of  mankind.  This  is  one  of 
the  world's  great  evils,  brought  about  by  perverted  minds  of  the  priestocracy,  and  as 
such,  ought  to  be  abolished,  not  continued,  by  enlightened  mind. 

But  conservative  revolutionists  may  commit  any  sin,  but  correct  false  bibles.  The 
only  proper  correction  is  their  exclusion ;  nothing  less. 

Why  not  alter  the  balance  of  the  universe,  as  well  as  ibis  earth?  The  last  cove- 
nanters could  have  permitted  God  the  Creator  to  alter  that,  better  than  being  in  a  mes- 
siah,  but  then  the  speculation  in  their  creations  could  not  have  been  carried  on  :  the 
priests  were  after  Uie  profits. 

Common  honesty  would  have  accepted  God's  gift  pure,  better  incomparably  so,  but 
this  was  not  the  policy  of  the  sapient  priestocracy,  who  were  after  the  rule  of  the 
world,  no  matter  how  devised,  how  much  the  popular  mind  was  agitated  all  the  time 
therefor.  Although  the  developments  of  mind  have  exploded  the  whole  of  all  peculiar 
bibles,  even  if  there  were  a  million  of  them,  although  astronomy  demonstrates  the  sun 
a  million  of  times  larger  than  the  whole  earth,  still  they  would  wish  to  stop  him  by 
their  earth,  to  show  out  the  powers  of  their  order.  The  best  powers  of  genius  and 
mind,  its  noblest  characteristics,  reason,  truth,  and  honesty,  have  been  made  to  bend 
ignobly,  to  their  infamous  assumptions. 

As  man's  work,  they  are  amenable  to  supreme  laws.  As  a  nuisance,  it  must  be 
treated  as  such. 

In  recognising  the  authenticity  of  religion,  the  diversities  of  peculiar  faith,  the 
counterfeit  will  be  variously  presented,  but  never  under  any  of  its  disguises  to  be 
received  by  a  rational  age  of  the  civiliz^  world. 

The  whole,  modem  or  ancient,  is  paganism,  and  can  be  no  other.  The  names  may  be 
altered,  but  the  thing  itself  cannot  be  changed. 

Adrian  erected  a  new  temp»le  at  Jerusalem,  which  he  dedicated  to  Jupiter.  Which 
was  less  pagan  or  heathen,  his  or  the  one  of  Judaism  ?  But  the  Jews  spoke  of  their 
god.  The  universe  knows  no  such  pretence,  any  more  than  the  local  Jupiter.  The 
Dftost  rational  analysis  knows  no  difference  in  paganism.  Now,  if  there  be  a  supe- 
riority, all  the  advocates  of  such  bible  are  bound  on  every  principle  of  honor  to  prove 
it  The  Jews  claim  that  their  god  was  familiar  with  their  patriarchs,  men  of  low 
character  ;  now  the  God  of  the  universe  cannot  be  thus  known  by  the  best  of  men,  for 
his  principles  only  introduce  mind  most  rational,  and  that  through  the  audience  cham- 
bers of  the  universe,  consequently  the  Jews  have  no  claim  to  be  respected  as  truthful, 
and  their  bible,  their  mouthpiece,  is  conclusively  a  false  pretence,  a  book  of  perjuries. 
They  or  their  modern  endorsers  cannot  escape  this  dilemma.  If  the  last  wish  to  escape 
the  ignominy,  they  have  to  renounce  the  Jew  perjuries.  This  is  clear  analysis.  I  only 
exDOse  or  discover  what  was  written. 

In  the  creation  of  the  devil,  or  adopting  him  from  the  east,  Moses  puts  his  own  mind 
as  Belial  in  that  category,  and  exposes  the  peculiar  god's  inferiority,  but  characterizes 
the  whole  as  a  pigmy  creation,  the  priestocracy  included.  Relidon  acknowledges  no 
such.  The  progressive  developments  of  rational  mind,  exclude  all  of  satanic  creations 
as  those  of  superstition. 

The  peculiar  bible  writers  did  not  understand  language  nor  the  sciences  to  which  it 
ap^ied,  and  libeled  mind,  woman,  and  the  god  of  both. 

What  thanks  have  they  to  such  abominable  absurdity,  palmed  on  mankind  by  their 
standard  ? 

Rational  mind  challenges  the  essential  proof  of  any  real  fall  of  man. 

Mind  must  have  supreme  cultivation,  in  all  the  rational  education  of  excellent  civili- 
zation, to  be  properly  right.  The  mind  of  mankind  becomes  the  agent  of  impressions 
from  infancy,  as  education,  rational,  peculiar,  or  mixed,  directs  as  psychology  teaches. 

As  man's  fall  is  all  an  absurd  fable,  an  afterthought  of  base  speculators,  what  atone- 
ment was  necessary  1 

All  peculiar  faith  doctrinists  are  supporters  of  this  false  position,  but  as  they  are  not 
disinterested  witnesses  they  cannot  be  believed.  They  are  reckless  to  establish  it,  as 
they  are  otherwise  cut  out  of  their  vocation,  but  as  honesty  is  the  best  policy,  they  had 
all  better  stop  at  the  proper  time,  that  is  now,  ere  they  excite  the  deepest  execrations 
of  an  injured  world. 
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Sin  is  an  evil,  the  negative  of  good,  and  is  a  necessary  incident  to  perverted  free 
agency  of  mind,  that  has  to  build  up  its  future  state  by  its  own  exertions  on  the  sub- 
stantial materials  furnished.  If  mind  act  rationally,  conservation  results,  but  perver- 
sion engenders  ^vil  and  premises  elements  of  destruction. 

The  logic  of  priestocracy  is  sophistry.  A  bible  cannot  be  history ;  it  is  religion.  If 
not  that,  it  is  no  bible  at  all.     Bible  faith  is  not  religion  ;  that  is  positively  true. 

All  the  church  and  the  kingly  governments  kept  the  secret,  the  mystery,  dark  as  those 
affiliated,  besides  which,  proscription's  powers  of  brute  force,  and  all  the  machinery  of 
corrupt  society  and  corrupt  books,  were  brought  to  bear.  The  dynasty  of  the  bible 
has  thus  been  kept  in  the  ascendancy.  Genesis,  ch.  xxii.,  r.  11.  "And  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  called  unto  him  out  of  heaven,  and  said  Abraham,  Abraham ;  12.  For  now  I 
know  that  thou  fearest  God.'' 

Can  this  book-assertion  be  endorsed,  when  the  trial  had  to  be  made  ere  God  knew 
Abraham  ?    This  after-knowledge  kills  the  book  and  peculiar  god. 

It  is  the  part  of  the  public  to  suffer  the  greatest  outrages  by  Uieir  unprincipled  cliqued. 
Have  you,  freeman,  investigated  all  necessary  1  No.  Why  ?  The  pulpit  people  tell 
me,  and  that  is  enough !  Do  you  hear  the  other  side  ?  These  pulpit  people  tell  us 
that  we  must  not  even  read  such  books,  if  we  do  we  are  gone.  Do  you  belong  to  the 
palpit  people,  who  alter  all  their  pulpit  bulls,  sophistry  and  edicts  ?  Are  you  and  they 
afraid  of  the  truth  ? 

Is  not  all  this  the  wicked  trick  of  the  priestocracy  ? 

Are  you  freeman,  and  act  thus  1  But  as  a  slave  or  minion  of  other  slaves  of  opinion, 
yon  decide  wrong  against  science,  and  of  course  humbug  yourself  and  the  world. 

But  the  immortality  of  the  soul  could  not  be  known  without  the  bible !  What  a 
pretender  and  usurper  is  that,  which  is  indebted  to  mind  all  the  time  for  existence.  An 
ungrateful  parricide  to  its  parent. 

Did  not  Socrates  know  as  much  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  as  Peter  ?  But 
Socrates  sacrificed  a  cock  to  JBsculapius,  and  Peter  sacrificed  his  truth  and  honor  before 
the  cock  crew  thrice,  if  the  gospels  are  taken.     How  does  the  bible  prove  itself? 

But  they  were  killed  by  bible  perjuries  and  must  be  buried. 

What  can  bibles  of  tradition  avail — ^peculiar  faith  avail  ?  They  have  been  upheld  in 
their  various  forms  the  priestocracy's  ages,  by  not  only  the  despotism  but  the  venality 
and  felony  of  criticism. 

Moses  did  not  know  of  any  but  a  peculiar  god  of  his  peculiar  people,  but  of  what 
benefit  would  all  such  be  to  us  ?  As  to  revelations,  John  was  visionary.  He  was 
dreamer  agent  to  the  priestocracy,  in  all  of  whom  there  is  no  truth. 

He  only  saw  the  peculiar  heaven  of  such  peculiar  god ;  of  course  he  never  saw  the 
universe  residence  of  the  God  of  the  universe.  That  Was  a  little  beyond  his  visions, 
and  those  of  his  brotherhood.  In  the  last  there  could  not  enter  any  sin,  much  less  come 
out  any  devil,  much  less  would  God  create  a  devil  another  God  as  the  god  would  iden- 
tify himself  therewith.  This  is  no  figure  or  metaphor.  We  take  the  bible  as  it  is  in 
air  its  peculiarities,  and  the  God  of  the  universe  in  all  his  universalities.  All  peculiar 
bibles  require  peculiar  faith  sophistry  for  the  credulous,  or  all  must  die. 

When  we  cut  loose  from  bibles  of  tradition,  and  all  their  inherent  evils,  we  seize 
necessarily  on  the  basis  of  principles.  You  cannot  stand  still  in  science,  you  must  ad- 
vance all  the  time  ;  but  the  old  bibles  stand,  faM  back,  exploded — all  terminating  as  mor- 
tal emanating  from  mortal — yet  all  their  aiders  disgrace  themselves  about  them.  You 
should  hold  yourself  ready  to  be  convinced  on  the  facts  of  the  case.  We  perceive  how 
the  world  has  suffered  by  bible  psychology,  as  one  can  have  an  influence  or  impressions 
on  another's  mind,  when  the  last  is  in  a  particular  state  of  passivity :  all  this  is  certain, 
and  cannot  be  doubted,  by  any  rational  mind  investigating. 

The  doctrine  of  Moses  ruined  the  Jews,  by  severe,  rigid  superstition  ;  giving  more 
attention  to  little  forms,  rites,  and  ceremonies,  than  to  substantial  principles. 

What  miserable,  degrading,  stupid  ignorance  is  presented,  if  thiis  bible  be  now  refer- 
red to  our  moral  code. 

Its  visionary  themes  present  endless  controversy — not  of  mind  in  its  sublimest  con- 
ceptions. The  whole  is  puerile.  But  cultivated  rational  mind  cannot  believe  in  the 
bible !  It  is  no  hypocrite,  and  is  it  to  be  condemned  therefor  ?  Is  there  any  justice,  in 
all  such  ?  Many  test  a  faith  by  the  adoption  of  popularity  at  the  time,  of  custom,  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Destroy  only  bad  doctrines,  confirm  that  which  is  correct.  Is  the  bible  true  ?  Who 
has  seen  it  proved  ?  But  we  have  been  taught  all  this  from  our  infancy,  the  result  of 
impressions  and  peculiar  education.  No  true  principles  clash ;  if  they  do,  one  is  not  a 
principle,  or  improperly  stated. 

No  correct  bible  and  rational  religion  clash  ;  if  so,  that  bible  is  wrong.     Ezra  took  it 
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upon  himself,  it  is  no  doabt,  to  alter  the  bible.  All  ancient  nations  had  their  romances 
—each  sought  to  excel  by  ancestral  origin. 

All  books  are  as  fallible  as  their  authors.  All  that  seek  to  advance  on  hnmbugs  are 
most  fallible.  There  was  a  faulty  position,  in  revealing  to  a  few  minda  or  peculiar  peo- 
ple, when  the  greater  benefit  would  redound  to  the  whole  by  the  direct  revelation.  This 
was  the  idea  of  undeveloped  mind.  All  God's  revelations  are  to  the  whole  of  rational 
minds,  graduated  to  intellect  and  its  relative  improvement.  The  height  of  free  moral 
agency  is  elegantly  thus  carried  out.  Had  the  Jews  received  any  peculiar  inspiration 
and  revelation  from  the  God  of  creation,  their  prosperity  physical,  moral  and  intellectual, 
would  have  afforded  comments  to  the  receiving  world,  which  could  not  have  been  kept 
back  from  adoring  this  peculiarpeople's  god.  But  true  analysis  strips  them  of  all  this,  and 
exposes  the  vile  imposition.  Their  peculiar  god,  if  omnipotent,  would  have  caused  them 
to  conquer  the  world,  instead  of  Palestine.  What  a  pitiful  and  cumbrous  machinery  this 
peculiar  inspiration  was,  that  proves  its  destruction,  from  its  inherent  elements.  The 
fKTiptures  are  not  only  under  the  clearest  suspicion,  but  they  are  impeachable  for  igno- 
minious falsity.  They  have  no  doubt  been  edited  in  direct  reference  to  all  subseqaent 
criticisms  practicable. 

AH  this  was  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  priestocracy,  no  matter  the 
means,  if  plausible  to  the  people.     Policy,  not  truth,  was  consulted. 

The  support  of  the  present  day  is  an  heir-loom  of  priestocracy,  linked  in  with  society, 
around  which  the  spell  of  superstition  is  most  clearly  woven,  and  it  takes  gigantic  efforts 
of  the  people  to  rescue  mind  therefrom. 

But  the  bible  hath  internal  evidence  of  non-appreciation  of  God  and  his  works,  that 
kills  it  dead,  to  all  good  purposes. 

We  are  unbelievers  necessarily,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  when  reason  is  contra- 
dicted, and  not  alone  reason,  but  truth. 

Palestine  had  idolatry,  from  human  sacrifices  to  the  most  beastly  sensuality.  The 
worst  was  too  bad  to  be  written. 

If  anything  exceeded  the  Jewish  idolatry,  it  was  their  savage  barbarity.  Moses 
commenced  with  false  pretences,  superstition  all  the  time,  enacted  the  human  tragedy 
of  his  own  countrymen,  and  planted  the  horrid  harvest. 

2  Kings,  ch.  xv.  v.  16.  **  Menahem,  the  usurper  Israel  king,  smote  Tiphsah,  be- 
cause they  opened  not  to  him,  and  all  the  women  therein,  that  were  with  child,  he  rip- 
ped up." 

Ch.  xvi.  v.  3.  **  Ahaz  made  his  son  to  pass  through  fire,  according  to  the  abomina- 
tions of  the  heathen.'^  Were  the  Jews  less  heathen  or  barbarian  than  the  rest  of  the 
world,  before  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  They  performed  human  sacrifices.  Are  these 
miscreants  for  mind^s  example? 

In  what  were  the  Israelites  better  than  other  nations  ?  If  they  had  the  true  God, 
their  minds  were  not  satisfied  therewith,  else  they  could  not  have  altered.  With  the 
true  God  thus  acting,  they  prove  themselves  the  worst  of  the  world^s  creation.  It  is 
conclusive  that  the  Jews  did  not  know  the  true  God.  They  neither  believed  their  pe- 
culiar god,  nor  his  prophets,  nor  seers,  with  all  the  lights  before  their  eyes.  How 
could  we  now  1 

They  made  them  molten  images,  even  two  calves  Qike  the  Egyptians),  and  made  a 
grove,  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  Baal.  "  And  they  caused 
their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  pass  through  the  fire,  and  used  divination  and  enchant- 
ments, and  sold  themselves  to  do  evil."  These  were  the  people  that  had  human  sacri- 
fices of  their  own  children.  Here  is  want  of  mind,  and  after  thousands  of  years  the 
Israelites  are  not  advanced  in  the  greatest  progress  of  mind,  that  of  religion  rational — 
the  only  true  test  of  greatness  of  character.  So  much  for  Judaism,  paganism,  and  idol- 
atry !  Are  the  degraded  modern  priestocracV)  afler  selling  themselves  to  this  fiendish 
machinery  for  pay,  going  to  sacrifice  the  world  to  such  sacrilege  ? 

The  king  of  the  Assyrians  was  much  more  refined  than  the  Jews,  for  he  did  not  kill, 
but  transplanted  them ;  keeping  his  faith  the  best  of  the  two.  After  many  and  various 
repetitions,  the  peculiar  bible  lord  could  not  get  his  own  peculiar  people  to  know  him 
at  all.     After  all,  his  peculiar  pains  were  in  vain. 

Hezekiah,  of  Judah,  (3  Kings,  ch.  xviii.  4.)  **  brake  in  pieces  the  brazen  serpent  that 
Moses  had  made  :  for  unto  those  days  the  children  of  Israel  did  bum  incense  to  it :  and 
he  called  it  Nehushtan,"  "  Unto  those  days,"  from  what  days  ?  Those  of  Moses  1 
W^as  he  worse  than  Aaron?  Will  the  tnith  leak  out  af\er  all  efforts  to  hide  it  ?  V.  3. 
(Hezekiah)  did  that  which  was  riffht  in  the  sight  of  tlie  Lord.  13.  "  Now  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  king  Hezekiah,  did  Sennacherib,  king  of  Assyria,  come  up  against  all 
the  fenced  cities  of  Judah,  and  took  them."  So  the  peculiar  god  overlooked  Heze- 
kiah's  righteousness  1 
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This  king  paid  even  sacred  tribute  to  the  Assyrian,  after  all  his  goodness.  The  As- 
eyiian  had  the  nund  of  his  adversary.  When  the  peculiar  god  of  Israel  spoke,  it  was 
«Her  the  manner  of  men. 

Gil.  xxi.  V.  11.  "  Because  Manasseh,  king  of  Judah,  hath  done  these  abominations,  and 
hath  done  wickedly  above  all  that  the  Amorites  did  *  *  *  made  Judah  also  to  sin  with 
his  idols/' 

The  Amorites  were  heathen !  The  God  of  the  universe  is  a  God  of  mind,  that 
comprehendeth  the  soul,  and  causes  it  to  comprehend  his  attributes  and  principles.  He 
has  blessed  us  abundantly,  not  peculiarly.  He  has  enlightened  mind,  that  has  separated 
church  from  state. 

The  sectarian  priestocracies  could  not  be  kept  down,  though  there  was  union  of 
church  and  state.  The  most  despotic  tyranny  and  intoleration  prevailed  in  Palestine 
on  this  subject.  What  is  remarkable,  though,  the  king  Josiah  put  down  the  idolatrous 
priests,  and  the  horses  tliat  the  kings  of  Judah  had  given  to  the  sun,  and  burned  the 
chariots  of  the  sun  with  fire,  and  the  high  places,  &c.,  which  Solomon,  the  king  of 
Israel  had  builded  for  Ashtorcth,  the  abomination  of  the  Sidonians,  &c.,  and  slew  all 
the  priests  of  the  high  places  that  were  then  upon  the  altars,  with  a  deadly  fanaticism ; 
yet  he  was  slain  in  battle.  Was  it  because  he  believed  he  had  a  charmed  life,  that  he 
could  not  be  killed,  because  Huldah,  the  prophetess,  said,  ^*  thou  shalt  be  gathered  to 
thy  grave  in  peace"  ?  See  effects  of  prophecy.  Why  not  ?  Did  Josiah  set  up  any  better 
than  he  pulled  down  ?  It  was  all  superstition,  and  the  extreme  of  persecution  and  malig- 
nant intoleration.  The  Jews  were  intolerant  and  most  vindictive  where  they  had  power. 
Neither  the  Egyptians  nor  Assyrians  destroyed  the  Israelites  after  conquering  them. 

Chronicles,  ch.  x.  v.  13.  "  So  Saul  died  for  his  transgression,  also  for  asking  counsel 
of  one  that  had  a  familial  spirit,  14.  and  inquired  not  of  the  Lord  :  therefore  he  slew 
him" !  In  all  this,  the  most  abominable  artifice  of  priestocracy  is  apparent.  They 
sought,  like  the  people  of  peculiar  faith  of  the  present  day,  to  appropriate  all  the  profits 
appertaining  to  all  such  inquiries.  They  sought  to  keep  it  in  the  line  of  safe  precedents. 

What  is  the  faith  worth,  if  its  bibles  are  worthless  ?  It  is  this  very  particular  that 
causes  us  to  dissolve  the  ignoble  fetters,  as  they  are  not  legitimate  on  principles  that 
legalize  an  enlightened  public  opinion. 

2  Chronicles,  ch.  xi.  v.  15.  **  And  he  (Rehoboam)  ordained  him  priests  for  the  high 
places,  and  for  the  devils,  and  for  the  calves  which  he  had  made.  Ch.  xx.  7.  Jehosha- 
phat,  "art  thou  not  our  God,  who  didst  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  before  thy 
people  Israel,  and  gavcst  it  to  the  seed  of  Abraham  thy  friend  forever"  1 

How  miserably  has  the  world  been  thus  humbugged  by  false  prophecies  and  perjured 
bibles  ? 

If  the  Lord  acted  as  the  Israelites  claimed,  the  people  of  the  earth,  the  heathen, 
wonld  have  been  afraid  not  only  to  encounter,  but  even  invade  them.  This  tile  defeats 
itself.  Jehoram  caused  sin  to  Judah,  for  which  a  great  plague  is  dogmatically  threat- 
ened by  Elijah. 

The  Arabians  and  Philistines  spoiled  Judah.  Thus  was  the  sophisticated  priesthood 
ever  ready  to  assign  its  causes  of  all  that  transpired !  The  law  of  retaliation  was  constantly 
lieing  executed  among  the  ancients,  as  they  enjoyed  the  proper  wished-for  opportunity. 

Moses  said  in  the  same  bible,  "  Every  man  shall  die  for  his  own  sin"  ;  the  plague  of 
Elijah  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Ch.  xxv.  v.  14.  Amaziah  brought  the  gods  of 
the  children  of  Seir,  and  set  them  up  to  be  his  gods,  and  bowed  himself  before  them. 
Ch.  xxvi.  V.  5.  Zechariah,  who  had  understanding  in  the  visions  of  God.  18  v. 
20  V.  The  priests  expelled  Uzziah  from  their  office  of  sacrificing.  The  priests  and 
prophets  were  ever  potent,  even  against  kings.  They  have  not  lied  to  no  purpose  to 
govern  the  verdant  world. 

Many  advocates  seek  to  explain  away  the  bible  meaning,  ashamed  of  its  false  posi- 
tions and  statements. 

That  shall  not  be  done.  Let  us  attack  it  as  assured  of  all,  and  therefore  exclude  it. 
The  bible  is  one  of  the  despots  of  public  opinion. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  impeached  by  clear  violations  of  veracity — they  were 
advanced  as  the  ablest  artifices.  The  fabricators  do  not  stickle  at  any  or  all  expedients 
to  carry  out  their  views.  Now  the  principle  in  a  court  of  justice  is,  that  when  a  man 
perjures  himself  in  one  point,  his  testimony  is  discarded  as  invalidated.  The  very 
motive  and  object  are  to  secure  sinister  despotism.  The  bible  of  Judaism  has  pecu- 
liarized  the  Jews  to  that  extent  that  they  are  actually  denationalized,  and  are  now  suf- 
fering, many  centuries  after,  from  their  peculiar  faith,  furnishing  more  by  which  they 
and  the  world  have  been  awfully  outraged. 

Their  priestocracy  was  most  potent,  even  above  kings,  and  certainly  above  mind,  the 
sovereign  people. 
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Samuel  made  and  unmade  kings,  as  Saul  and  David.  The  first  was  his  vassa]  as  much 
as  the  worst  vassals  to  the  pope  of  Rome,  who  had  probably  this  prototype  for  himself. 
The  history  of  the  Jew^s,  as  emanating  from  the  priestocracy,  was  a  peculiar  histoxy  of 
course,  and  it  made  truth  peculiar  of  course.  That  is  undeniable,  as  \oBg  as  the  people 
were  undeniably  peculiar  and  chosen  of  a  peculiar  god.  The  peculiar  administration 
was  the  priestocracy,  and  the  appeal  to  truth  is  now  made  in  due  resnect  to  mind^s 
rights.  The  idea  of  evoking  Samuel  from  the  dead  is  an  awful  falsehood.  But  mind, 
tl^t  is  and  was  in  abeyance  to  superstition,  is  verdant  enough  to  believe  it.  And  what 
sort  of  popular  mind  had  the  Jews,  a  poor  superstitious  sect? 

.  Just  let  them  have  sway,  and  they  become  the  rankest  idolaters,  having  been  so  used 
to  idolizing  the  priestocracy.  Were  they  hardly  semi-barbarians,  going  in  for  wars  of 
extermination  of  neighboring  peaceable  nations,  justifying  these  acts  perfidious  to  the 
comity  of  nations  behind  the  commands  of  their  peculiar  god,  who  spoke  as  their  arch 
and  wily  Jesuitical  priests  sophisticated  the  tortured  oracle  ?  This  priest  Samuel 
figured  a  lie  to  anoint  David,  and  involves  god,  his  peculiar  god,  in  the  equivocation! 
To  such  a  pitch  did  this  priestocracy  reach.  It  was  the  part  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
like  a  grown-up  child,  to  obey,  without  any  questions  to  the  priests.  The  ancient  pupils 
obeyed  the  word  of  their  masters  without  any  questions.  That  now  does  not  suit  intel- 
ligent mind.  The  priests  were  more  or  less  corrupt  in  revolutions.  The  priest  wag 
along  with  Adonijah  in  aspirinff  to  the  kingdom.  The  prophet  Ahijah  excited  Jeroboam 
against  Solomon  the  king.  What  was  the  bible,  among  this  balf-civilized  people,  but 
a  bloody  code  ?  What  else  is  it  among  any  nation  that  adopts  it  as  a  bible  of  tradition, 
and  carries  out  its  commands  ?  Even  Solomon,  the  man  of  peace,  was  a  man  of  blood, 
slaying  his  own  brother  Adonijah,  by  the  hands  of  another.  The  bible  of  tradition  is 
discarded  by  the  bible  of  mind,  that  invokes  pure  rational  religion  and  its  Creator,  to 
whom  all  adoration  is  due  by  rational  beings.  All  bibles  that  advocate  peculiar  faith 
are  unsupported  by  reason,  mind  and  truth. 

See  the  dying  patient  most  miserable,  as  he  knows  not  what  to  believe.  The  bigot 
will  be  only  convinced  by  the  powers  of  numbers. 

I  could  not  desire  to  say  aught  against  this  subject,  unless  it  were  actually  wrong.  I 
do  not  seek  voluntarily  but  truth.  The  dynasty  of  bibles  ensnares  instead  of  preserv- 
ing conscience,  that  licenses  dynasties  to  tyrannize  over  man^s  rights  under  all  insidious 
disguises.  The  bible  of  tradition  is  an  awful  means  of  deception.  There  are  substan- 
tive rights  .to  be  analyzed  and  respected  anterior  to  all  such  bibles,  that  are  a  nullity 
and  the  acts  growing  out  of  them,  the  usurpation  of  imposition  and  fraud.  Before  the 
light  of  truUi  no  such  bibles  can  be  permanent.  Civilization  can  acknowledge  no 
allegiance  to  them.  When  people  talk  of  receiving  them  on  faith,  they  prejudge  the 
whole  question. 

Faith  of  such  is  no  faith,  if  fart  be  not  in  existence. 

This  bible  is  intended  for  the  vassalage  of  the  world,  without  question  or  doubt  of 
authority. 

All  things  of  exact  science  prove  the  world  to  have  b*5en  in  rude,  ignorant  and  bar- 
barous stages.     Reason  vindicates  herself  in  process  of  time. 

We  impeach  the  bible  as  a  fraud,  vile  and  base,  and  throw  it  on  its  proofs.  Analyze. 
You  admit  portions  of  the  bible  that  are  incorrect,  not  credible.  But  let  us  take  them 
that  are. 

But  which  are  they  1  Precepts.  Then  go  at  once  to  mind,  the  true  intellectual 
source.  Touch  not  the  bible  of  tradition,  if  we  have  to  take  all  its  pretences.  Touch 
not  poison,  nor  soil  thy  fingers  with  dirt.  Look  to  the  noblest  inspirations  of  mind,  in 
all  constitutional  matters. 

Nothing  subverts  religion  more  than  faith  bibles  of  paganism.  No  argument  can  be 
more  highly  conscientious. 

All  such  bibles  are  the  greatest  libels  on  the  God  of  the  universe.  They  are  the 
shrewdest,  most  Jesuitical  works  that  could  have  been  WTitten  to  uphold  priestocracry, 
with  its  living  train  band  of  superstition  to  uphold  them. 

The  bible  has  the  highest  support  from  despotism,  but  all  that  does  not  absolve  its 
organic  defect.  Mind  must  go  to  mind  more  improved  than  when  bibles  were  written. 
Let  the  world^s  convention  of  intelligent  mind  aid  for  public  morals.  Bnt  in  the  mean 
time,  as  the  motives  of  its  writers  are  bad,  its  morals  are  hideous  unless  in  abstraction, 
its  mysteries  unintelligible,  the  result  of  its  faith  sectarianism,  we  should  act  to  the 
extent  of  our  ability. 

We  have  only  to  be  convinced  to  the  proper  extent  of  reason  and  facts. 

How  often  did  the  Jews  show  themselves  idolaters  ?  Was  not  much  the  most  of 
their  national  existence  enough  to  prove  that  they  had  several  peculiar  faiths,  and  some 
of  the  most  debasing  and  revolting  kind  ?    Is  this  degraded  state  of  mind  vassalage 
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8ochy  that  the  victory  of  sophistry  is  preferable  to  the  conviction  of  truth  ana  reason? 
Yes  it  is  so,  and  by  gospel  preachers!  Do  you  call  that  religion,  or  good  morals,  or 
faith?  It  would  be  fastidious  to  follow  out  entirely  Numbers,  ch.  xxxi.  What 
miserable  morals  and  logic  of  Moses:  v.  15.  **And  Moses  said  unto  them,  have  ye 
saved  all  the  women  alive  ?  16.  Behold,  these  caused  the  children  of  Israel,  through 
the  counsel  of  Balaam,  to  commit  trespass,  &c.  18.  But  all  the  women-children  keep 
alive  for  yourselves." 

How,  with  justice,  could  the  Jews  appeal  to  their  god,  after  robbing  the  nations  of 
land,  lives,  property  and  virgins? 

Do  not  uphold  any  rotten  system  of  exploded  paganism,  of  any  bible  of  tradition. 
Do  not  hide  from  the  aforesaid  light. 

What  is  any  affiliated  support  of  bibles  of  tradition  worth  ?  Is  not  all  support  more 
or  less  identified  therewith  ?  How  few  are  really  civilized,  and  is  it  by  bibles  of 
tradition,  when  the  very  commencement  reverses  the  immutable  laws  of  God^s  unity, 
"  The  Gentiles  spake  against  the  Jews  as  evil  doers." 

Were  they  less  poly theists  than  any  of  the  ancients  ? 

The  various  perversions  of  mind,  the  worst  of  priestocracies,  abounded  with  them. 
Is  the  bible  practised  to  a  gentleman's  morals  ?     That  is  utterly  impossible. 

How  came  so  many  nations  to  triumph,  especially  the  Roman,  over  the  Jewish  ? 
It  was  on  the  principle  of  mind  and  race,  not  of  any  peculiarity  of  God's  institution. 
They  were  ruined  by  the  superstition  of  their  priestocracy.  Could  we  know  all  the 
secret  history  withheld,  we  should  see  the  whole  vileness  of  that  class.  The  bible  can 
prove  nothing  about  a  flood  that  was  general,  as  it  does  not  prove  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  earth.  If  the  writers  assume  that  God  gave  that  description,  we  at  once  see 
them  condemned  on  the  vile  ignorance  of  the  earth,  and  as  God  of  the  universe  could 
not  have  given  that,  the  peculiar  god  people  gave  all.  That  is  too  plain  to  be  mistaken 
by  honest  and  truthful  minds.  It  was  like  thousands  of  other  floods,  only  partial.  It 
was  all  a  lie  of  the  priestocracy,  and  it  is  shameful  that  false  pretences  should  be  held 
that  it  was  otherwise. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  of  peculiar  faith  are  absolutely  dependent  on  the  falsehood  of 
the  miracle  mongers. 

The  whole  is  an  abominable  and  degraded  false  pretence  throughout — ^nothing  less. 

How  much  wiser  do  the  old  and  new  testaments  make  the  world,  especially  in  exact 
science  ? 

Mind  will  crush  all  the  bibles  of  tradition.  Candor  and  honor  must  invoke  their  ex- 
pulsion, for  the  benefit  of  all  their  victims,  the  victims  of  bad  morals,  faith  and  laws. 
Speak  of  the  supposed  supremacy  of  bibles  of  tradition,  but  what  an  unmeasurable 
diflference  between  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  and  the  priestocracy  assumption  of  Moses 
and  Aaron  rioting  in  theit  vindictive  slaughters !  Moses  was  not  a  ruler  so  much  of 
the  people,  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  priestocracy. 

Did  he  not  make  faith  a  trade  or  speculation  ? 

His  bible  is  a  dead-letter,  before  the  right  spirit  of  mind.  We  would  not  give  the 
self-religious  and  moral  conservation  of  mind,  the  work  of  God,  for  all  the  bibles  of 
tradition  under  the  sun. 

Will  the  continuance  of  these  bibles  produce  any  real  advantage  to  the  world  ?  In 
singing  the  requiem  of  all  bibles  of  tradition,  mind  has  to  sing  at  the  same  time  all  of 
superstition,  absolutism  and  sophistry. 

This  terrible  trinity  is  hard  to  eradicate. 

The  responsible  world  should  truly  understand  this. 

Circumcision  is  foolish,  absurd,  cruel.  God  would  not  have  given  any  part  of  the 
flesh  of  the  body  to  be  cut  off. 

That  condemns  the  whole,  as  God's  word. 

God  is  true,  but  priests  and  men  of  the  pulpit,  your  books  are  untrue,  and  you  are 
involved  in  that  category. 

Shall  free  and  intelligent  minds  adopt  any  bible,  the  vestige  of  absolutism,  that  enacts 
court  corruption  after  the  manner  of  the  Orientals  or  Eastern  despots  ? 

What  a  mighty  talisman  on  earth  that  peculiar  people,  the  diamond  of  nations,  to 
whom  all  might  rush,  and  embrace  their  priestocracies.  But  did  the  world^  find  them 
inspired  by  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  No.  It  was  only  by  a  peculiar  god,*  no— only 
by  a  peculiar  priestocracy. 

You  find  among  them  a  mixed  worship,  of  polytheism  and  idolatry,  mixed  paganism. 
What  poorness  of  intellect,  that  their  peculiar  priestocracy  had  less  of  superstition  than 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  What  things  of  superstition  did  this  nation,  its  kings^ 
priests,  and  prophets  worship !  Ah,  but  these  were  false  prophets  and  priests !  Yes ; 
they  all  were  so,  most  clearly  proved  by  the  nature  of  the  case. 
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All  is  a  hideous,  peculiar  faith,  no  religion. 

The  bible  of  tradition  is  God^s  libel.  It  is  the  most  efTectaal  system  to  libel  God,  and 
advance  priestocracy.  • 

Only  think  of  the  legend,  that  mind,  at  the  height  of  its  elevation,  fell.  Then  it  was, 
tlie  peculiar  god  had  to  inquire — showing  undeveloped  mind,  not  of  him,  but  of  the 
priestocracy — why  the  first  two  fled  his  presence  ?  Worse  than  that ;  his  omnipresence 
could  not  keep  back  Satan,  who  got  the  advantage.  To  meet  the  great  question  of  life, 
is  no  proof  at  all  of  the  scriptures,  but  one  directly  superseded  by  the  rightful  action  of 
mind.  What  shall  the  world  do,  if  it  have  not  bibles  of  tradition  ?  Constitutional  lib- 
erty and  freedom  of  government,  that  protect  with  good  laws  and  order,  will  do  the 
world  best  good. 

Religion  is  to  make  mind  wiser  and  better.  It  does  not  require  any  of  the  machinery 
of  peculiar  faith,  but  is  the  end  to  the  means,  and  means  to  the  end,  the  last,  best  plat- 
form to  rise  higher.  It  is  improved  and  developed  on  rational  education.  It  is  the 
intellectual,  moral,  and  happy  position.     How  idle  is  the  value  of  the  bible ! 

We  should  dispose  forever  of  the  causes  of  the  world's  irritation,  the  mockery  of 
piety,  these  bibles.  Are  they  not  the  work  of  belial  minds  ?  No  bibles  of  tradition 
will  ever  meet  universal  approbation. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  will  meet  agitators  of  the  bible  of  tradition,  which  must 
yield  to  paramount  duties.     Judaism  has  ground  down  its  victims,  by  superstition. 

Are  you  a  patriot  1     Help  to  rescue  the  world. 

The  advocates  of  bibles  speak  of  the  Jews,  the  select  people  of  God !  What  was  the 
state  of  the  Grecians ;  was  it  not  far  above  the  Jews  1  Were  the  last  free,  a  century 
at  a  time  ? 

It  is  priestocracy,  logic,  and  history  that  always  speak  of  tradition  when  proof  is  ab- 
sent, but  not  of  reason,  that  is  ever  present  to  mind.  Their  bibles  add  to  the  long  list 
of  the  world^s  grievances. 

How  the  Jews  fall  before  the  Romans,  when  we  have  history  to  detail  it.  What  was 
the  slaughter  of  the  Jews,  by  the  Roman,  Titus  ?  Were  the  Jews  freer  from  diseases, 
as  leprosy,  than  all  other  nations ;  were  they  peculiarly  snuuter,  or  happier  ?  It  is  only 
a  peculiar  falsehood  to  say  they  were. 

The  works  of  God  are  the  true  ;  the  false  and  counterfeit  are  the  bibles  of  tradition. 
We  cannot  vouch  for  what  is  probable  ;  of  course  we  do  reject  all  else  as  contemptible 
to  mind  that  is  cultivated.     Reader,  this  is  for  your  good. 

Angels  and  devils  are  the  bible  machinery,  with  miracles,  prophecy,  and  mystery. 
This  may  suit  imbeciles,  but  not  rational  minds.     Shame  to  it  all. 

Let  us  know  what  we  are  about,  when  such  bibles  are  pressed  on  us. 

If  you  say  that  such  is  not  fiction,  there  is  no  fiction.  We  must  get  rid  of  alt 
hypocrisy. 

vVe  do  not  believe  in  Moses,  nor  the  so-called  prophets,  nor  the  dead,  nor  the  hviflg 
Christs.     We  discard  them  all,  as  the  puppets  of  the  priestocracy. 

No  bible  of  tradition  can  delineate  the  proper  character  of  the  true  God ;  that  is  an 
impossibility.  It  gives  only  a  peculiar  god  necessarily,  and  peculiar  machinery  of  the 
priestocracy.  The  bible  cuts  out  the  pure  spirituality  of  the  godhead  in  its  God  and 
Christ,  in  the  war  of  its  heaven  ;  the  pure  omnipresence  in  regard  to  the  fall  of  the  fifft 
parents,  so  called  when  Satan  tempted  Eve,  and  as  to  the  incomprehensible  and  myste- 
xious  trinity,  as  there  was  no  Christ  or  Messiah,  whilst  tlie  God  of  the  universe,  the 
new  revelation  that  science  has  made,  reigns  almighty,  there,  of  course,  could  be  none 
of  that.  It  is  a  conceited  nonentity.  But  you  affect  that  the  bible  is  an  inspired  book, 
and  children  are  taught,  by  their  unfortunate  peculiar  education,  to  take  for  granted  all 
its  contents.     How  hideous  a  sophistry !     Enough  to  bias,  pervert,  and  ruin  the  world ! 

The  obsolete  bible  to  be  the  world's  master,  when  it  is  not  fit  for  its  slave,  surely  not 
its  use. 

An  inspired  pen  would  have  recorded,  in  the  days  that  knew  not  astronomy,  all  that 
astronomy  could  ever  teach.  As  it  did  not — but  its  advocates  sought  to  enchain  its 
errors  on  the  world — ^it  proves  that  there  is  no  such  kind  of  inspiration,  and  that  the 
world  is  indebted  to  mind  and  mind's  coin,  eitact  science.  The  tribute  that  some  claim 
for  the  bible,  above  all  human  productions,  ought  at  least  establish  exact  science  that  it 
has  not  got 

The  talmud  is  said  to  be  a  mighty  encyclopaedia  of  conmientaries  on  the  old  bible, 
most  ingenious  nothings  of  many  writers  seeking  black  letter,  not  the  spirit  of  the 
authors.  But  the  bible  authors  are  nothing.  They  are  clearly  convicted,  by  their  igno- 
rance of  exact  science.  . 

They  are  affiliations  when  not  priestocxacies.  If  any  good  can  be  extracted,  it  ^ 
only  as  from  mind. 
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•i  god,  made  by  the  Jews ! 

re  authority  than  Joe  Smith! 

on,  all  of  it.     How  many  hundreds  of  sectariaiuAms  were  there  of 

'  irous  warfare  between  the  variouB  kinds  of  priests  and  tribes !    It 
'mention  and  massacre,  bloody  fanaticism,  as  each  or  any  got  the 

•  ♦»  been  the  aspirations  of  their  affiliated  in  Palestine !  All  the  an- 
ques,  clans,  adherents,  train-bands  ready  to  perjure  themselves,  and 
les  and  crimes  the  worst,  the  world  over.  If  we  see  these  execrable 
stocracy  written,  what  must  have  been  the  balance,  concealed  or  un- 

<rory  of  the  world,  written  in  truth,  would  be  a  very  different  affair, 
(old !  what  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith  so  felonious,  so  treacherous 
' '  The  party,  Mosaic  writers,  &c.,  are  eternally  estopped  from  invok* 
■  itions  of  Deity,  who  rales  the  universe.  Their  fiction,  curiously  inter* 
I  tains  only  the  peculiarities  of  a  peculiar  people*  Subsequent  preachers 
iVom  the  universe.  Be  theirs  the  honor  and  the  use  of  employing 
•1  Belial,  as  they  are  the  responsible  god-fathers  to  all  this  ignominy  in 

•  1.     Such  is  their  ineffable  pleasure.     Who  that  looks  at  the  purity  of 
would  pollute  their  lips  with  such  desecrated  books,  in  taking  an  oath  ? 

•    throw  themselves  on  the  dignity  of  affirmation, 
answer  for  the  mysteries ;  we  do  not  understand  them,  but  we  believe 
onest  or  safe  ?    Shame  upon  it !     Though  such  bibles  as  presented 
loade  by  legion,  if  you,  the  friend  of  truth,  analyze,  you  must  know  that 
>egin  to  touch  the  subject.     We  must  not  forget  that  the  claim  of  this 
^^  on,  and  that  is  perfection,  exactness  of  science.    On  this  we  have  joined 

^.       ^^*         .ti  that  the  bible  of  tradition  is  no  bible  at  all ;  it  is  that  of  fraud  and  im- 

^  ^^  tradition  is,  by  the  side  of  the  so-called  pagans  and  infidels,  destitute  of 

^  ^^  lie  best  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  it  m  an  ignoble  institution,  an  awful 

r«»  iigion, 

^  jible  must  ever  look  at  the  great  constituent,  fundamental  principles  of 

^^.  3  is  the  code  of  rational  mind  of  proper  rectitude,  but  can  never  be  com* 

4  .'ect  until  it  attain  to  all  that  religion,  the  supreme  duty  to  the  supremA 

rres.     It  is  then  a  right  code  of  appreciation  of  God. 
r  bible  the  Jews  were  as  sinful,  ten  times  more  so,  than  the  heathens 
that  are  mind  en%htened.     By  the  by,  they  presented  bad  morals  for  slan- 
•  he  worlds     The  bible  pleadings  are  special  pleadings, 
^bt  mind,  rightly  instructed  in  the  great  principles  of  sound  logic,  that 
imary  proof,  can  abide  any  such  book  as  peculiar  bibles,  whether  the  veda8« 
f     How  easy  is  it  to  make  a  bible  of  tradition,  but  how  impossible  to  conceal 
ana  and  abominations. 

le  priestocracy  who  claim  the  mann-and-mind-factnre,  the  ase  of  the  elemental 

prophecies,  and  mysteries.     Is  that  all  ?     You  must  give  them  disseminators 

must  be  paid,  and  honored  with  power  equally  interested  in  the  propagation ; 

e  all  you  must  furnish  a  credulous  people,  who  must  yield  at  bidding  or  on  fear, 

.h.     You  most  have  church  vassals,  and  despotic  bully ings. 

to  think  of  the  absurd  stories  that  the  Mosaic  tablet  of  legends  weaves,  that 

dreo  of  Israel  were  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,  when  the  distance  from  Egypt 

dtine  is  only  a  few  days^  travel !    The  greater  the  time  the  more  lies  were  told, 

'.  how  profitless,  as  the  people  disregarded  ail  such  machinery,  and  even  preferred 

culiar  gods  of  the  Groves,  Baal,  Belial,  &c. ;  even  their  wisest  man,  Solomon 

red  other  ffods  to  their  Mosaic  imbecile !     What  a  contnuiiction,  that  is  com* 

y  eoccnssful.     What  do  you  think  of  the  bible  ?    8ome  pretend  that  they  are 

aL     Why  t    They  do  not  naderstand  a  part  of  the  mysteries,  and  do  not  believe  a 

What  is  such,  bnt  a  corrupt  vassalage  to  bibleocracy  ?     What  is  such  book 

ii  in  honest  truth  ?    Are  you  prepared  for  the  correct  position,  analysis,  and  its 

ler  results  ?    No :  the  mind  of  such  is  neutral,  and  its  position  in  the  world  is 

erable,  as  truth  cannot  be  advocated  because  it  is  unfashionable  to  do  so !     How 

oy  bibles  have  been  written,  and  how  often  have  they  been  altered  ?     Because  I 

jh  to  see  the  world  better,  I  advance  principles  compatibly  with  what  I  deem  rights 

be  tested  as  principles. 

The  world  certainly  wishes  to  be  right,  tbeiefoie  all  things  should  be  lemoved,  cape- 
«e  of  injuring  it. 
We  need  the  best  bible  of  mind  to  avoid  all  false  positions^  never  to  desert  % 
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one,  but  do  all  practicable  therefor.  What  was  the  maona  of  Moses  as  a  miracle  to 
the  teeming  productions  of  earth,  her  tnighty  treasures  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty 
enough  to  rebuke  all  of  peculiar  faith  ] 

What  was  the  twilight  of  Moses  to  that  of  the  present  times  1  The  world  has  not 
really  considered  its  happy  fruition.  Truly,  this  is  truth,  the  inspiration  of  mind,  to 
counteract  all  the  false  pretences  and  counterfeits  of  false  leaders  of  mind,  as  those 
who  worked  the  men  of  straw,  Moses,  Christ,  and  Apostles. 

The  Jews,  all  the  ancients  were  terribly  superstitious ;  it  was  the  fault  of  the  time» 
inculcated  by  the  vice  of  the  priestocracy.  They  were  idolatrous.  What  prevented 
them  from  man  and  hero  worship  ?  This  was  the  great  vice  and  error  ef  antiquity. 
The  visit  of  God  to  Moses  to  have  his  mission,  could  easily  have  been  dispensed  with. 
It  added  nothing  to  his  power  and  influence,  that  were  set  aside  so  oflen  by  the  disbe- 
lief of  the  Jews,  that  were  abundantly  complained  of,  on  that  very  account.  Now,  the 
God  of  the  universe  who  has  never  appeared  to  man  on  earth,  as  proved,  rules  rational 
minds.  That  is  the  difference  between  the  two.  The  God  of  the  universe  dispenses 
with  his  personified  presence  to  all,  by  the  force  and  inherent  pewer  of  conservative 
principles. 

*'  And  he  came  down  to  deliver  them**  I  that  is,  Moses'  peculiar  god  came  down  bj  a 
dash  of  the  pen. 

The  children  of  Israel  suffered  evil  of  four  hundred  years.  Why  ?  It  was  so  pro- 
phecied  that  the  word  might  be  fulfilled.  It  was  so  written  that  the  lie  might  be  told 
fully. 

The  bible  of  tradition  is  the  many -headed  monster.    ' 

What  gave  bibles  their  presented  ideas  of  God  ? 

Inspiration.  If  of  mind,  the  fact  is  admitted — if  of  any  other  way,  the  fact  is  dis- 
honestly advanced. 

The  egotistical  Moses  is  forever  blaspheming  the  attributes  of  God,  belittling  him. 
No  greater  absurdity  could  be  advanced  if  millions  of  angels  were  necessary  to  prop  up 
the  world  instead  of  conservative  principles,  than  to  make  one  a  messenger  for  God. 

The  principles  of  gravitation,  of  electricity  were  not  dreamed  of,  by  these  visionaries. 
Be  done,  sapient  scholars,  aping  these  wiseacres ;  the  trammels  of  the  schools  the  worst 
of  tyrannies,  when  not  in  accordance  with  the  real  progress  of  mind.  We  want  do 
royalty  bibles,  as  the  bible  of  mind  must  put  all  morals  and  religion,  on  the  impregnable 
position  of  reason. 

Let  not  the  world  seek  to  square  science  to  the  bible  ;  let  astronomers  correct  their 
reckoning.  Has  one  star  lost  its  glory  ?  Let  meteors  pass,  with  the  ignorant,  for  fallen 
stars.  Bible  writers  affect  much  ;  what  do  they  know  ?  Enough,  to  expose  themaeWet 
to  the  ignominy  of  exposure.  When  they  mystify,  their  designs  are  sinister,  and  their 
treachery  to  mind  is  certain.    They  are  serfs  and  vassals  to  superstition  and  absolutisni. 

The  peculiarities  in  the  world  are  increased  bv  perverted  minds.  The  bibles  of  tra- 
dition are  their  emphatic  propagators  and  would  be  decided  the  veriest  deceivers,  if 
reason  could  have  a  showing,  and  most  visionary  at  that.  Let  us  have  truth,  if  all  bibles 
of  peculiar  faith  perish,  as  sJl  wUl  undoubtedly. 

The  injury  of  souls,  mean  time,  should  never  be  in  abeyanco  to  obsolete  bibles  of  tn- 
dition,  certainly  not  those  of  royalty  or  cabinet  bibles. 

The  devotees  adhere  to  obsolete  ideas,  and  force  the  infidels  as  they  call  them  to  no 
morality,  not  permitting  that  of  reason.  Which  is  best  morality,  to  adhere  to  gospel 
that  is  false,  or  the  laws  of  God,  tried  by  reason  and  intelligent  mind,  that  always  come 
the  nearest  to  truth  ?  The  bible  is  a  dead  letter  before  morality,  that  is  shamefully 
Yiolated  in  a  wide  extent  of  absolutism. 

There  is  a  morbid  sensibility  about  bibles,  which  are  a  principal  barrier  to  iustice  and 
rational  religion.  The  world  is  entitled  to  a  right  constitutional  position  on  this  subject, 
the  sooner  obtained  the  better.  It  is  because  we  are  for  sound  morals  and  rational  relir 
gion,  the  mighty  union  of  one  universal  brotherhood  throughout  the  world,  that  we  go 
against  all  bibles  of  tradition  as  the  elements  of  evil  and  feud. 

What  has  Judaism  done  towards  civilizing  mankind  1 

The  covenanters  should  be  questioned  aright. 

What  baseness  of  making  things  agree,  with  preconceived  prejudices  of  bibles. 
What  sophistry !    All  this  is  subject  to  a  conservative  rational  relinous  faith. 

The  bible  is  below  elevated  criticism,  and  standard  of  mind.  Prove  to  us  the  bible, 
the  word  of  God.  It  is  the  master  book  used  in  courts  to  swear  by !  As  well  perjury 
as  truth.  But  that  is  only  custom.  Satisfy  us  and  we  will  not  only  be  silent,  but  de- 
fend it.  It  is  our  highest  interest  to  see  it  right ;  we  wish  to  know  our  correct  position. 
Great  men  have  heretofore  opposed  it,  and  their  temporal  interest  was  identified.  ^  <* 
eannot  see  the  truth  through  this  medium,  only  through  the  disinterested  medium  of  truth. 
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As  a  rational  free  affcnt,  I  am  bound  to  ask  for  satisfactory  proof  of  this  bible,  other- 
wise mind  is  yassal.  But  all  can  not  openly  declare  against  an  improved  bible,  however 
worthless  it  may  be.  Better  had  they  live  on  bread  and  water,  and  do  justice  to  God 
and  man.  We  know  of  the  tyranny  of  social  dynasties,  to  proscribe  recklessly  in  this 
matter. 

There  are  bible  despotism  and  priestocracy  enough,  God  knows.  Admit  all  the  bible 
statements,  who  endorses  them  now  as  certain?  Of  course  any  affirmation,  ought  be 
most  valid.  Would  any  man  risk  perjury,  for  such  trash?  Was  there  any  thing  in 
Judaism  equal,  much  less  superior,  to  the  Amphyctionic  Council  of  Greece^  for  great 
national  objects  ? 

Are  the  Jews  worse  than  those  of  other  peculiar  faiths! 

Some  are  honest.  Now  can  a  man  in  his  honest  senses  affirm,  at  best,  to  but  a  par- 
tial belief  in  all  the  Mosaic  fables  ? 

A  partial  exclusion  of  them  in  belief,  by  bible  advocates,  destroys  all  necessarily,  so 
tbe  bible  is  ended  thus. 

Any  other  is  the  faith  of  priestocracy ;  that  is,  simpletons  would  rather  credit  tbe 
priests,  who  sought  to  move  their  hell  and  heaven  to  carry  their  day  over  mind. 

A  nd  is  the  world  to  be  displeased  with  any  candid  enough  to  tell  it  not  to  be  taken  in 
by  all  the  false  mysteries,  &c.,  of  the  priestocracies,  ancient  and  modern? 

The  bible  of  tradition  prevents  the  practical  action  of  mind,  and  trammels  it  down  to 
obsolete  ideas.  Yon  may  complain  of  severity  of  criticism  towards  Moses,  or  his  au- 
thors, who  were  as  good  as  their  cotemporaries ;  but  they  were  aU  barbarians  in  these 
matters,  and  if  you  resuscitate  them  to  be  applied  now  for  tbe  advance  of  mind,  be  the 
sin  at  your  door.  We  must  look  at  matters  as  they  are  now  situated,  not  as  then.  The 
question  is  not  bow  whether  Moses  is  tolerable,  but  whether  the  paramount  interests  of 
the  world  do  not  require  his  complete  expulsion. 

Moses,  if  now  present,  and  a  worthy  intelligent  eitixen,  would  rule  out  Moses  tbe 
priestocrat  perfectly  defenceless. 

Take  from  creation  through  the  deluge,  to  bis  swearings. 

How  could  the  effects  of  a  deluge  be  universal,  over  a  globe  nearly  round  as  this 
earth  ?     How  could  the  effects  of  a  partial  deluge  be  fatal  universally  ? 

Is  the  whole  science  of  mind  to  bow  to  untruth  ?  Is  the  whole  world  to  be  made  sub- 
ordinate to  Palestine,  a  very  small  portion  of  it  ?  Is  the  billion  to  be  ruled  by  one  auto- 
crat of  bigotry  ?  Is  that  any  more  just,  thai  religion  should  be  in  abeyance  to  peculiar 
faith  ? 

The  person  that  pretends  to  say  that  any  bible  or  scripture  tells  things  without  the  cog- 
nizance of  mind,  does  not  speak  the  truth  at  all.  What  is  a  nation  of  bigots,  sectarians 
and  fanatics  worth  ?  There  can  be  only  two  kinds  of  faith  in  all  bibles,  partial  or  pe- 
ruliar,  and  good.  The  last  is  contained  in  bibles  of  mind,  and  the  first  in  bibles  of  tra- 
dition. 

Yon  are  taaght  implicitly  to  believe  a  lie,  by  taking  for  granted  the  assertions  of 
hii)]^  of  tradition  and  their  advocates.     Wliat  miserable  morals  and  sophistry ! 

Parents,  do  you  teach  such  abomination  to  yonr  children  ?  Yon  will  be  proportionately 
accoraed  for  this  sin. 

What  is  the  true  great  principle  of  life  ?    There  most  be  no  sacrifice  of  truth  or  health. 

Rat  oar  ministers  tell  us  not  to  read  any  books  opposed  to  their  bibles!  Are  you  the 
slaves  of  jour  ministers  ?  You  are  the  mind-slave,  the  worst  of  all  slaves,  if  you  obey 
them  so  foolishly.  There  is  no  arrogance,  no  despotism  so  vile,  so  great  as  this.  You 
are  an  Amencas,  aad  tell  as  this  command,  order,  ukase  of  yoar  master  miniiters, 

D'j  they  intend  to  cheat  you  out  of  your  mind*s  rights  ?  Will  such  an  outrage  on 
niin^rs  li^t  and  rights  be  thus  perpetrated  ?  Will  you,  patriot,  good  and  true  citizen, 
investi^ace.  turn  your  attention  to  liiis  the  most  important  subject  of  the  world  ?  Have 
base  pulpit  men  wibbed  yoa  to  be  wrong  in  this  matter  ?  How  do  yoo  know  yon  are 
right,  aoJess  too  isvestagale  ? 

We  tell  too  that  nearly  all  tbe  polpit  men  do  not  investigate  thoronghly,  nor  ^o  jus- 
tice lo  this  whole  sabyeci,  sod  of  course  they  cannot  tell  yoa  hooestiy  in  the  polpil — 
cannot  prove  llieir  positioo,  to  save  eternity.  Do  yoa  not  nther  prefer  to  link  yoorself, 
your  cfaildieo,  your  family,  friend  and  coantrymea,  the  whole  world,  to  truth  and 
honei»tT  ?  No  biible  of  tradition  supporters  or  advoeates  ever  ootwect  the  science  of  their 
own  tiines ;  they  do  mot  eome  np  to  them,  as  much  as  they  are  always  behind  them. 

The  Jews  eonld  mK  shake  off*  the  priesu  and  prophets.  They  stock  to  them,  as  alt 
the  aacieBts,  lihe  leeches.  N«  doubt  this  msde  them  prefer  kn^ss  to  eorropt  priest- 
judges.  Of  Ae  whole  evils,  they  ehoee  the  leasL  Even  the  kings  eovld  not  dake 
them  oir,  aad  nsw  the  world  cannot  euily  shake  them  olT.  Ahax  resisted  Isaiah,  whe 
poshed  himself  on  the  long. 
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The  bible  of  tradition  is  below  criticism ;  God's  works  are  above  it.  Sach  Books 
unsettle  the  world,  as  Christians  have  looked  for  universal  destruction ;  and  subsequent 
writers,  as  Miller,  have  excited  the  credulous  and  timid  to  a  superstitious  dread.  They 
have  proved  thus  that  they  did  not  understand  what  the  pretended  prophets  did  not 
themselves  understand,  and  never  wished  to  be  understood  in  times  and  half  times,  il' 
resulting  prejudicially  to  their  pretensions. 

The  modern  priestocracy  are  thus  caught,  affecting  to  interpret  what  they  pretended 
to  believe  as  prophecy. 

The  scriptures  are  inconsistent,  contradictory,  mere  trifles,  if  they  were  not  the  dan- 
gerous  games  of  despots. 

Either  the  Septuagint  or  the  old  Hebrew  testament  is  false,  one  or  both.  Back  and 
the  Christians  say  the  last ! 

What  minute  specifications  of  times,  places,  events  and  persons  are  made  in  the  bible, 
as  if  they  were  true. 

One  of  the  objections  to  man*s  writings  is,  that  language  constantly  changes;  but 
God's  word,  that  is,  his  works,  do  not  change,  that  mind  can  mistake  them. 

I  object  to  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  scriptures. 

Why  a  second  revelation  in  the  new  testament,  if  the  o\fi  one  were  perfect ;  and  how 
could  it  be  divine  revelation  if  not  perfect? 

Afler-thoughts  are  not  God's,  but  man's  works. 

But  the  peculiarity  of  the  first  kills  it,  as  the  balance  of  the  world  is  heathenizftl 
thereby.  God  is  just,  and  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  the  peculiar  god  of  the  bible  is 
necessarily  a  respecter  of  a  chosen  people. 

All  bibles  of  tradition  are  totally  imperfect,  not  reaching  principles.  The  new  testa- 
ment is  a  succor  of  the  old — ^illegitimate,  a  parasite,  a  mistletoe  only.  The  first  tells  us 
of  a  false  messiah ;  the  last  tells  falsely  of  man's  fall.  Past  times  favored  the  imposi- 
tion of  bibles  of  tradition,  when  mind  was  stupidly  verdant  and  ignorant,  credulou!*, 
ready  to  receive  all  for  granted,  or  be  forced  by  regal  power,  and  seduced  by  intrigue 
and  sophistry  of  the  priestocracy.  Do  we  know  how  many  books  were  rejected  that 
were  written  for  the  old  and  new  testaments  ? 

Science  is  of  divine  origin,  but  the  bible  advocates  require  the  rejection  of  the  first 
for  their  pretences.     Was  there  ever  infatuation  like  thisi 

The  bible  does  not  begin  to  comprehend  all  that  is  legitimate  and  relative.  There  is 
too  much  of  the  avenger,  as  in  most  all  peculiar  faith  that  is  analogous  to  superstition. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  gods,  apparently  ;  the  one,  Creator  of  the  universe,  known 
only  to  mind,  through  reason  ;  the  other,  known  only  to  priestocracy,  by  faith — ^a  pecu- 
liar god  of  a  peculiar  people.  The  bible-mongers  have  been  talking  of  their  mysteries, 
when  they  botch  creation.  God  never  spoke  in  the  bible  of  tradition,  a  work  of  blas- 
phemy ;  he  speaks  most  sublimely  in  the  creation  of  the  universe. 

The  rational  religionist  reads  the  last,  the  polytheist  reads  the  first. 

But  if  wo  discard  the  bible,  how  shall  we  have  the  date  of  the  year  of  the  world? 
Have  that  of  the  bible  of  mind,  or  of  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  fiied  for  future  and 
past  true  history. 

You  cannot  mistake  the  character  of  all  such  books,  therefore  do  not  act  perfidiously 
to  your  mind,  the  great  gift  of  God.  Have  you  ever  investigated  this  subject  1  if  you^ 
have  not,  it  is  high  time  that  you  had  set  about  it.  But  our  preacher,  our  pulpit  dicta- 
tor, our  priest  objects  !  All  such  are  traitors  to  their  country,  mind,  and  God,  not  to 
advise  the  investigation  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  world.  As  no  prudent  man 
will  throw  away  good  money  for  bad,  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty,  religion  for  pecu- 
liar faith,  valual)le  time  for  trash,  the  Creator  for  the  creature,  so  he  should  know  that 
the  bible  of  mind  must  not  be  superseded  by  any  other  pretence. 

Yes,  but  you  object  to  the  whole  bible ;  now  are  you  to  use  its  language  ag^ainf* 
itself :  Because  it  condemns  itself,  on  that  language.  All  denizcos  can  enjoy  this 
right.  But  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients  did  not  elaborate  who  God  was!  Nor  did  the 
Jews,  who  made  him  peculiar,  because  their  god  was  for  them,  a  peculiar  people. 

If  that  god  destroyed  them,  as  their  bible  decides,  or  was  inclined  against  the  rest  of  tlie 
world,  as  heathens  or  outside  barbarians,  for  the  Jews,  his  godship  exerted  himself  pecu- 
liarly to  recover  the  lost  Israel.  But  God's  system  is  universal,  not  peculiar,  therefore 
all  peculiar  systems  of  faith  exclusively  belong  to  the  people  adopting,  aad  cannot  be 
transferred,  on  the  conservative  principles  of  mind.  All  the  pecnliar  gods  belong  to  the 
peculiar  systems,  undeniably.  As  to  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients,  not  knowing  God  ex- 
cept through  the  bible,  the  mind  of  the  world  had  not  reached  science  exact,  and  not 
knowing  his  works,  could  not  know  the  workman.  God  is  only  known  and  truly  known 
through  his  works.  It  is  very  clear  that  the  bible-writers  did  not  know  God,  for  they 
did  not  know  his  works. 
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No  truly  inspired  man  would  have  ever  mistaken  the  mighty  orbs  of  the  universe,  of 
solar  and  primary  character,  for  the  miserable  caricature  of  candle  or  lamp  lights,  for 
one  little  orb,  the  earth !  And  that  the  only  place  of  creature  man,  whom  God  had  to 
come  down  to  visit.  Let  the  world  be  diligent  to  know  his  works,  to  be  correctly  in- 
tni  luced  to  the  Almighty  Architect.  Mind,  then,  has  to  work,  to  reach  this  glorious 
position.  The  unmistakable,  unchangeable  word  of  God  is  cause  and  eifect,  that  speaks 
tfirough  the  universe  :  all  else  is  man^s.  You  say  God  cannot  lie.  Why,  then,  do  you 
assert  that  the  bible's  pretences  are  God^s  words,  when  they  are  the  lying  words  of  the 
priestocracy  ?  The  idea  of  selecting  a  chosen  people  promoted  the  idea  of  chosen  ru- 
lers, kings  of  course,  God's  anointed.  The  bible  of  tradition  is  tory  to  the  people,  the 
world  may  be  sure  of  that.  As  republicans,  we  want  none  of  it.  Moses  makes  out  his 
father-in-law  Jethro  greater  than  God,  in  advising  about  the  people,  and  suggesting 
counsel,  not  even  thought  of  by  God,  in  the  wilderness.  This  clearly  condemns  all,  as 
the  pretences  of  the  priestocracy,  all  man's  writings.  What  need  of  ilobab  in  the  place 
of  eyes,  when  Moses  had  the  ark  of  the  covenant  to  go  before  them,  and  the  cloud  of 
the  Lord  upon  them  ?  Clearly  here  was  sometliing  wrong,  unexplained,  only  th^t  they 
were  doing  as  mind  directed. 

If  Moses  or  his  constituents  had  told  all  wonders  or  miracles,  the  legends  would  have 
been  incredible  ;  but  by  mixing  the  probable  also,  more  may  assent  to  it. 

Some  simple-minded  honest  people  say  that  they  believe  a  part ;  that  is  the  reason, 
on  the  nature  of  evidence,  that  no  honest  intelligent  minds  can  believe  this  fabulous 
mixture.     Testimony  in  a  court  of  justice,  that  is  in  part  incredible,  vitiates  itself. 

This  bible  sets  out  to  be  not  only  correct,  but  most  exact,  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
perfect  Supreme.  It  clearly  vitiates  itself,  and  betrays  itself  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  world,  of  mind. 

l^his  priest  Mosaic-work  is  one  of  the  greatest  pieces  of  tricks  and  knavery  of  the 
priestocracy. 

But  it  may  be  advanced,  that  the  bible  is  a  code  for  the  peculiar  people  of  Moses ;  if 
so,  then  are  the  advocates  of  peculiarity  estopped  from  any  universal  benefits.     The 
people  should  have  been  accustomed  to  the  best  popular  right  government  of  them- . 
selves :  they  can  do  it  better  than  anybody  else.     The  usurpation  of  their  rights  has 
been  done  through  perversions  of  facts. 

But  the  Jews  were  not  a  very  advanced  nation,  not  very  intellectual,  over  and  above. 
That  is  the  very  reason  that  their  codes  should  not  be  imposed  on  this  age. 

Bat  this  code  furnishes  the  only  means  whereby  all  can  be  saved.  That  assertion 
should  be  proved,  before  it  is  ever  repeated.  It  cannot  be  proved,  and  is  certainly  un- 
true, when  it  acts  the  impostor  before  mind,  its  master,  this  day  declared.  Yet  we 
could  get  no  idea  of  God  but  from  the  bible.  We  only  get  the  idea  of  a  peculiar  god 
there.  From  whom  did  the  bible  get  even  that  ?  From  a  line  of  priestocracy,  through 
mind. 

It  has  perverted  what  was  real  science  to  its  own  peculiar  purposes. 

The  priest  bible  teaches  the  people  to  worship  the  priestocracy.  The  bible  is  the 
worst  of  all  books,  as  it  teaches  robbery  of  God,  blasphemy  of  man,  hypocrisy  of  mind. 

But  the  bibles  tell.  They  onl3r  tell  all  that  they  got  from  mind,  that  represents  the 
senses,  the  only  avenues  for  inspiration,  as  earth  has  inspiration. 

Now  what  is  better  and  more  honorable,  to  confess  at  once  that  the  bible  of  rational 
mind  is  that  of  religion,  and  that  the  peculiar  bible  is  false ;  as  any  other  than  truth  is 
the  old  dynasty  creed  ? 

Where  is  the  Indian,  who  believes  in  a  Great  Spirit? 

Who  taught  this  son  of  the  forest,  but  the  great  objects  of  nature  ?  Science  will 
cause  the  Great  Spirit^s  independent  attributes  to  follow  most  clearly,  as  mind  causes 
science  to  be  developed,  in  its  own  rich  culture.  The  Great  First  Uause,  the  God  of 
Nature,  are  supreme  names.  The  bibles  all  borrow  from  mind,  and  have  not  the 
honesty  nor  the  truth  to  say  it. 

All  the  bibles  of  tradition  dwarf  God,  whilst  reason  gives  expansion  to  his  subUmest 
greatness. 

Man's  botches,  the  bibles  of  the  priestocracy,  make  God  imperfect,  in  amending  the 
world,  that  he  had  not  made  right  at  the  flood ;  again  at  Babel,  at  the  messiahship,  and 
above  all,  at  man's  fall  in  Eden — all  the  veriest  fables. '  It  was  my  will  to  have  been 
convinced  by  the  bible.  I  sought  it,  but  at  last  rational  religion  burst  upon  me.  Any 
other  idea  is  all  the  greatest  fallacy  and  humbug.  Prove  the  bible  is  from  God.  1 
cannot  demonstrate,  you  pretend,  or  that  I  cannot  know  of  Deity  correctly,  without  the 
bible  of  tradition  ?  That  is  a  gratuitous  and  an  unwarranted  assertion.  I  affirm  that  bible 
causes  us  to  know  more  imperfectly  than  reason,  to  which  it  is  indebted  for  its  best 
knowledge,  however  it  and  advocates  have  libeled  reason  and  God  through  that. 
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They  claim  by  assertion,  without  proof.  Analysis  will  truly  disclose  how  all  this 
was.  The  priestocracy  was  too  anxious  for  the  little  brief  authority  ;  they  affected  U> 
have  science  by  inspiration.  All  that  was  treacherous  imposture.  One  age  has  not  as- 
tronomy ;  it  is  a  science  of  sciences  of  thousands  of  years  growth.  That  teaches  that  the 
earth  moves  around  the  sun ;  but  the  bible  assumes  Uie  reverse.  The  bible  never 
claimed  this,  without  reason.  Its  basis  is  to  obtain  credulity  of  the  world,  osteoslbly 
for  the  knowledge  of  Deity,  but  really  for  its  influence  and  power.  Is  any  bible  a  talis- 
man, that  it  should  be  above  reason  ?  If  so,  prove  such  character,  and  I  yield  the 
question.  The  divinity  and  holiness  of  the  bible  are  gratuitous  assertions.  There  is 
nothing  divine  but  mind.  Then  prove  the  bible  so,  not  assert  it.  Call  for  the  only 
witness.  How  could  the  bible  be  less  than  a  mixed  fable,  written  at  the  time  it  was, 
when  history  of  the  present  time  hardly  tells  but  a  small  part  of  the  truth,  unless  closely 
reviewed.  It  is  frequently  now  but  a  mixture  of  fiction — too  often — and  of  misconcep- 
tion. I  prefer  truth  to  all  the  bibles  in  creation,  and  all  the  priestocrats,  their  authors. 
The  mind,  you  assert,  cannot  attain  to  a  true  knowledge  of  God.  The  Indians  have  a 
better  knowledge  of  God  than  the  New  Testament  gives  in  its  pagan  trinity. 

When  they  say  the  great  spirit,  they  characterize  him  as  a  warrior.  So  did  the  Jews 
the  god  of  Judaism. 

The  mind  of  civilization  characterizes  him  as  the  perfect  God  of  monotheism.  Let 
not  the  onesided  views  of  the  bible  of  tradition  adherents  decide.  No  wonder  that  tho 
bibles  of  tradition  about  God  were  so  defective  and  yet  so  prescriptive,  so  consequeotial, 
so  arrogant,  for  science  was  in  that  category. 

The  bible  adherents  are  used  up,  and  have  none  to  blame  but  themselves,  as  they 
assumed  to  curse  even  those  that  disputed  their  foolish  false  pretence49  with  the  false 
blasphemous  assumptions  of  their  god. 

All  this  may  scare  off  foolish  simple  people,  but  cultivated  mind  can  see  through  the 


We  must  take  nothing  for  granted  that  the  bible  tells  us,  nor  take  uncomprehensive 
imperfect  views. 

.  We  have  the  world^s  view  that  has  been  at  it  for  thousands  of  years.  What  does 
the  conservation  and  organization  of  our  solar  system  tell,  but  the  almightiness  of  the 
great  first  cause  ?  What  can  not  the  whole  universe  tell,  to  confirm  this  in  the  ratio  of 
its  numbers  of  solar  systems  ?  But  some  fearful  prophecy  has  been  advanced  by  the 
bible,  about  the  disappearance  and  melting  of  the  stars.  It  is  claimed  by  some  astro- 
nomers, that  stars  have  disappeared  as  consumed.  But  is  not  this  the  fault  of  the 
astronomers,  their  ignorance  or  their  error  ?  Because  we  do  not  see  the  stars,  are  tl)ey 
gone? 

W^ere  not  some  enthusiasts  and  fanatics,  that  changed  our  solar  system  to  suit  the 
bible  ]    As  they  did  this,  their  pretensions  are  at  least  suspicious. 

Irrational  beings  look  to  peculiar  faith  that  makes  peculiar  gods,  with  peculiar  minds. 
It  strips  them  all  of  their  rationality,  surely. 

The  rationalists  go  to  the  light  of  that  luminary  that  enlighteneth  suns,  the  bible- 
men  to  that  of  their  candles  in  a  closet  where  they  concocted  it!  The  devil  is  the 
father  of  lies,  as  tlie  bible  to  which  he  owes  paternity  says ;  but  lies  were  expedient  to 
create  him. 

The  physical  state  of  the  world  has  nothing  to  do  with  bibles,  much  less  its  moral 
and  religious  condition.  If  we  did  believe  such  a  bible,  we  could  not  believe  in  the 
perfection  of  God. 

How  many  authors  of  remote  antiquity  are  free  from  naany  falsehoods  ?  ^^  as 
Herodotus  ?  The  more  remote  generally,'  the  less  attested.  Those  affiliated  to  the 
pagan  myths,  have  known  them  false.  We  need  not  much  of  analysis  to  convict  tliem 
clearly  of  false  pretences.  It  is  foolish  or  dishonest  to  deny  them.  The  liistory  of 
records  was  with  the  priests,  as  the  hieroglyphics  prove. 

Priests  were  abundant  among  the  ancients,  as  all  despots.  The  Jews  had  their  high 
priests  and  prophets,  to  take  care  of  their  records ;  they  had  access  to  Babylon,  surel  v, 
as  the  captives.  Did  not  the  priests  have  access  much  of  the  time  to  the  court  1  Did 
the  priestocracy  change  1  Joseph  us  says  in  his  1st  book,  sec.  7,  against  Apion,  *'  tliey 
being  only  prophets  tliat  have  written  the  original  and  earliest  accounts  of  tilings,  as 
they  learned  them  of  God  himself  by  inspiration.^' 

What  an  irresponsible  power,  with  an  unconscientious  and  unprincipled  clique.  Does 
rational  mind  want  more  light  into  the  nature  of  ancient  regimes  ?  Surely  this  is 
enough,  for  it  is  a  world^s  history. 

The  power  of  the  so-styled  prophets  was  beyond  any  autocracy  on  earth.  It  is  easily 
accounted  for. 

An  ignorant  and  superstitious  age  had  yielded  them  all  with  the  blindest  submission. 
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Human  nature,  without  responsibility,  is  with  impunity.  The  minds  of  those  men  were 
finally  blinded,  as  much  as  blind 'fanaticism  could  perpetrate.  Assuming  to  be  from 
their  God,  they  concluded  their  dynasty  never  would  be  amenable  to  mortal  power.  Ig- 
norant as  presumptuous,  they  were  blinded  to  the  discoveries  of  science  when  they 
assumed  legends  or  tradition. 

A»  to  the  prophecies,  what  proof  have  we  about  their  not  being  ante-dated,  instead 
of  being  post-dated  ?  They  all,  of  every  age,  name  and  pretension,  are  the  clearest 
perjuries,  that  the  perpetrators  cause  to  suit  their  case.  They  are  the  great  stumbling- 
blocks,  the  decoy  ducks,  for  the  unthinking  world,  verdant  and  credulous,  who  say  I 
must  believe  the  bible  because  I  believe  the  prophecies.  Well,  was  there  ever  a  greater 
suicide  of  reason  ?  The  bible  is  an  arrant  perjury,  and  the  prophecies,  most  arrant 
perjuries,  are  its  endorsers.     A  complete  circle  of  the  clearest  perjury  ! 

The  result  of  all  ancient  captures  and  conquests  in  those  barbarous  and  corrupt  times, 
the  whole  world  being  of  that  character,  would  bu  analogous,  dreadful  and  barbarous. 
All  iniquitous  morals,  including  all  the  theatrical  and  despotic  acts  of  faith  exemplified 
by  oracles  and  priestcraft,  were  enacted  according  to  impunity.  Now,  whether  all  the 
capital  was  directed  to  faith  or  government,  so  it  was  available  as  now,  was  the  object. 
Who  wonders,  on  proper  analysis,  at  the  iniquities  of  a  Nero  and  Caligula  ?  Think 
you  that  the  iniquities  of  the  faithites,  the  pagans,  did  not  come  in  for  their  share  ? 

If  the  Jews  truthfully  submitted  their  conduct  at  that  time  to  a  proper  decision,  we 
have  to  make  allowances  for  the  state  of  mind  generally,  otherwise  they  must  be  con- 
demned as  assuming  superiority. 

If  the  people  did  not  do  rightedusly,  they  were  unfortunate,  the  prophecy  was  ac- 
cordingly.    What  a  safe  policy,  not  prophecy  ! 

Of  course,  when  captive  sufferers,  they  had  not  done  right,  as  no  superstitious  nation 
could.     If  they  had  escaped,  the  prophets  sophisticated  the  history,  and  all  was  right. 

How  much  does  one  man  in  thousands  investigate  of  the  bibles  and  their  conunanding 
suMects,  but  leave  then;  most  stupidly  to  an  interested  party. 

The  acutest  mind  must  see  the  bad  faith  of  the  priestocracy,  that  act  unworthy  of 
men. 

Will  their  impeachment  not  open  the  eyes  of  the  world  1  In  impeaching  bibles  of 
tradition,  are  not  the  advocates  of  them  impeached  ? 

The  bibles  are  not  self-sustained,  but  impeached  by  the  testimony  of  Deity's  works,  an 
unmistakable  and  unimpeachable  verdict,  always  before  the  world  for  it  to  read  for  itself. 

The  first  and  indispensable  inquiry  we  have  to  make  is,  as  to  the  truth  and  authen- 
ticity honorably  proved  of  the  bible  1  Who  endorses  all  the  authors  ?  False  faith  en- 
dorses— easily  proved.  Why  should  there  have  ever  been  any  exclusion  from  reading 
the  bible  1     Nothing  but  the  untruth  of  the  bible  should  have  ever  caused  it. 

The  clergy  should  go  with  the  bible.     Give  mind  light,  liberal  as  the  air  we  breathe. 

What  is  the  proof  authentic,  of  the  scriptures  being  the  word  of  God?  God's  own 
testimony !    Well,  where  is  it  ? 

What  proof  is  there  of  that  ?  None  at  all.  Is  there  not  direct  proof  to  the  contrary  1 
Most  clearly. 

The  organization  of  the  universe,  including  mind,  the  self-free,  moral,  intellectual 
agent,  destroys  the  whole  category  of  prophecies,  miracles,  and  mysteries.  God  has 
no  direct  communications  with  mind,  but  through  the  inspiration  of  science  and  genius. 
This  i)ower  of  Moses'  priestocracy  was  dangerous,  by  its  own  showing. 

If  bad  in  those  times,  they  are  execrable  now,  in  the  light  of  truth  and  science  that 
condenm  their  impostures. 

With  what  holy  horror  some  people  affect  to  treat  the  analysis  of  the  bible,  when  that 
bible  has  violated  every  pretension  to  a  gentlemanly  claim  on  the  ;^ection8  or  respect 
of  the  whole  world  ? 

But  you  pretend  that  I  deny  the  bible,  which  proves  itself  by  its  work  that  progresses. 
So  does  the  work  of  other  bibles  progress,  as  the  Mahometan. 

Shall  we  submit  to  any  exploded  bible  system,  that  demoralizes  man,  is  certainly  un- 
true, and  oppresses  the  world  by  speculation  in  that  untruth  1 

Some  have  design,  as  they  know  better,  like  Napoleon,  who  is  said  to  have  adopted 
the  star  of  destiny  and  the  mysteries  of  fortune-telling.  All  have  superstition,  as  pecu- 
liar education  promotes  it,  or  as  interest  of  self  predominates. 

If  the  bible  writers  had  had  science  in  the  several  departments  described,  they  never 
would  have  written  the  degraded  book,  that  betrays  ignorance  and  recklessness  of  pur- 
pose. But  what  shall  be  said  of  those  having  all  the  lights  of  mind  and  its  science- 
culture  at  this  age,  that  will  absurdly  persist  in  its  exploded  errors  that  the  writers  now 
would  be  ashamed  of? 

Then  a  wiser  legislation  due  to  mind-culture  that  prevents  this  uncivilized  proceedingi 
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takes  precedence  altogether.  Why,  then,  talk  of  the  half  civilized  Jews,  when  we  arc 
in  a  civilization  that  takes  supreme  precedence  of  them  ?  The  more  part  of  the  Jews 
appreciate  the  peculiar  god,  the  less  they  liked  him.  lie,  that  is  his  prophets,  weru 
eternally  complaining  of  want  of  respect.  No  wonder,  as  he,  rather  his  phestucracy, 
had  been  so  often  inadequate.  The  trial  has  been  made  to  supply  the  deficiency,  by 
more  gods,  rather  their  apologies.  Thus  it  will  ever  be  with  polytheism,  to  have  more 
peculiar  gods.     The  bible  bigot  is  the  greatest  idolist. 

The  bible  is  not  correct  in  science,  language,  mind,  the  universe  or  God.  We  can 
only  stand  by  that  bible,  that  stands  by  religion. 

But  we  must  not  construe  God,  as  man^s  imperfect  mind  thinks.  For  that  reason  we 
construe  not  as  one  little  bigoted  book  decides  by  imperfect  mind,  but  we  seek  to  com- 
prehend the  whole  universe,  the  microscopic  as  telescopic  combined.  It  is  the  absolute 
duty  of  wisdom  to  embrace  all,  the  minute  as  the  greatest ;  the  practical  and  practicable, 
the  rational  not  the  unreasonable  position  ;  nor  to  expect  of  God  any  thing  analogous  to 
irrationality. 

Prophets  made  their  pretence,  their  profession.  The  prophets  did  not  even  wait  as 
with  Ahaz,  Isaiah  sought  and  even  forced  on  him  his  sign,  that  the  weakest  minds  are 
trying  to  force  on  the  world  despite  of  reason. 

What  pretensions  have  these  patriarchs  to  lead  the  morale  of  the  world  ?  Jacob  did 
enough  to  put  him  into  the  penitentiary  by  the  laws  of  civilized  society  for  polygamy,  so 
Abraliam  and  Lot  would  have  certainly  gone  there.  And  are  these  men  fit  associates 
of  angels  ?     Of  course  they  were,  for  the  bible  angels. 

The  angels  were  the  inmates  of  their  heaven  where  war  and  riot  prevailed,  in  the 
time  of  John  the  Revelation  writer,  the  abode  of  the  peculiar  god.  What  a  low  idea 
did  the  Bible  writers  have  of  religion  and  purity  ! 

But  Lot  was  made  drunk,  by  his  daughters.  Yes,  but  the  immutable  laws  of  morals 
decide  irrevocably  that  he  who  acts  by  another,  acts  himself.  If  drunkenness  made  Lot 
commit  incest,  then  drunkenness  is  an  intense  crime. 

The  perpetrator  of  the  act  was  capable  of  knowing  better,  and  must  be  basely  guilty  as  a 
culprit.  The  conduct  that  the  world  shows  toward  the  Jews,  results  from  the  cfTertsot' 
the  bible,  the  superstition  engendered,  and  the  prejudices  of  pretended  prophecy  and  secta- 
rianism and  the  Jewish  seclusion.    Could  the  Jews  then  be  better  off,  by  such  Tcjjiine? 

This  thing  of  superstition  and  its  bibles,  is  the  hardest  to  wipe  out.  Is  it  possible  that 
this  could  be  the  God  of  the  universe,  wrestling  with  Jacob  ?  He  must  have  had  some- 
thing more  important  to  do  for  the  universe. 

What  a  miserable  conception  of  the  God  of  the  universe. 

As  a  proof  that  the  bible  was  not  essential  to  the  world's  prosperity,  more  universal 
empires  prospered  and  included  Palestine  in  their  government.  As  to  morals  wc  can 
resort  to  other  nations,  for  equal  light  of  mind. 

The  Chinese  inculcated  the  most  respectful  piety  towards  parents,  so  did  the  Romans. 
Who  were  the  gods  of  the  last  peculiar  beings  ?  Who  was  the  god  of  the  Jews  ?  A 
peculiar  being.  It  is  impossible  to  have  the  bible  heresies  to  succeed.  We  can  nerer 
reach  any  other  idea,  but  that  of  a  priestocracy's  god. 

Yes,  the  Jews  are  a  peculiar  people,  so  far  as  they  bear  the  impression  of  the  priest- 
ocracy  yet  about  their  maimed  persons,  the  emblem  of  superstition.  You  may  talk  about 
your  bibles  of  tradition.  Yet  what  would  the  world  do,  but  for  the  supremacy  o(  wise 
legislation,  a  part  of  the  constitutional  code  of  the  bible  and  light  of  mind  ?  While  pecu- 
liar faith  has  been  rearing  her  peculiar  laws  and  codes,  the  wisdom  of  mind  has  been 
rearing,  under  the  auspices  of  God,  much  for  the  progressive  benefit  of  the  world  in  true 
morals  and  religion. 

The  bible  is  obsolete,  and  to  defer  discarding  it,  is  to  defer  the  evil  day.  Its  peculiar 
faith  continued  to  distract  the  world,  to  put  the  household  at  variance  with  itself.  All 
the  world  citizens  owe  a  duty  to  a  common  world,  to  promote  world  morals  and  religion. 
Perseverance  in  such,  will  bring  out  the  world. 

What  an  imposition,  whilst  the  capabilities  of  mind  even  yet  in  its  infancy,  to  attempt 
to  crush  it  by  such  ignoble  means  as  bibles  of  tradition,  to  secure  that  narrow,  contracted, 
bigoted  feeling  of  the  world  arising  by  peculiar  faith.  We  must  establish  the  world 
facts,  on  the  mighty  broad  platform  and  permanent  basis  of  conservative  principles. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  potent  elements  of  strife  over  the  world,  producing  all  dis- 
union, where  brotherhood  should  be  universal.  Such  a  rule  as  Moses  had,  was  the  most 
outrageous  despotism  and  autocracy. 

This  book,  if  we  believe  some  of  its  prophets,  says  that  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  with 
the  ox !  Does  physiology  declare  that  the  gastric  juice  of  a  beast  of  prey  of  animal  flesu, 
will  act  on  vegetables !     Will  it  not  act  alone  on  animal  fibre  1  .. 

Mind  has  to  make  the  world  a  flower  garden,  like  clock  work,  embellished  with  all 
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that  nature  can  give.  The  scripture  evidently  violates  the  truth  of  history  about  the 
"whole  earth.  We  have  now  an  artificial  state  of  the  world  cheated  into  the  faith  of  a 
faithless  bible,  thai  does  not  and  cannot  do  God  justice.  Then,  what  less  than  immor- 
tal   |>rinciples  can  fix  mind  1 

For  what  can  the  true  mind  want  such  a  bible,  that  renders  God  imbecile  as  to  Satan 
and  the  first  parents,  and  a  murderer  in  a  savior  ?  If  he  was  the  first,  he  could  not  be 
efficient  in  the  last.  Tms  antagonism  is  irreconcilable.  If  justice  accepts  as  propi- 
tiation of  capital  crime,  the  life  of  an  innocent  person,  it  is  actually  making  justice 
iniquity  by  a  participation  in  crime.     How  many  prayers  are  a  libel  on  God ! 

What  in  the  bible  is  called  firmament,  is  no  firmament  at  all ;  and  sure  enough  the 
bible  has  no  firmament  to  its  knowledge  and  science.  Stripped  of  its  mantle,  it  is  the 
work  of  impostors  and  hypocrites.  Belief  or  faith  will  thus  characterize  the  adopters. 
It  pretends  to  give  its  peculiar  god,  for  the  Almighty  who  cannot  be  booked.  The 
I>ecu]iar  god  can  be  booked  by  his  peculiar  priestocracy  of  course.  God  can  be  written 
of   by  mind,  but  not  revealed  by  tradition. 

The  books  of  Moses,  Joshua  and  Samuel  are  books  of  the  bible  that  speak  of  events 
post  dated  for  their  assumed  authors,  and  are  false  pretences  that  destroy  the  purity  and 
the  validity  of  its  character. 

Why  does  the  world  believe  in  the  bible  1  Because  it  will  not  investigate  what  the 
bible  is. 

It  has  had  its  time-flatterers,  as  in  criticism.     What  corrnption  in  critics. 
What  constitutes  virtue  ?     The  gospel !     What  nonsense  ! 

Armed  with  all  its  panoply  of  inquisitions,  tortures,  dynasties  of  government,  of  women, 
and  all  influence,  it  is  a  contemptible  fraud,  that  helps  pollute  the  state  of  society,  being 
after-thought,  not  fore-thought. 

Bibles  of  tradition  are  the  most  deceptive  things  ever  devised  by  cunning  impostors. 
Geology  and  astronomy,  physiology  and  analysis  correct  such.  Geology  proves  the 
crentioQ  of  animals  long  ere  man  was  created. 

The  bible  has  abstract  propositions  that  will  pass  in  the  code  of  morals,  but  why 
resort  to  such  a  suspicious  mixture,  when  we  have  the  whole  funds  of  mind  that  furnish 
the  best  originals  in  its  purity  1 

Both  gospels  inculcate  the  worst  of  sectarianism,  the  propagation  of  doctrines  by  the 
sword ;  ay,  and  that  too  under  the  administration  of  the  meek  Muses,  and  the  very 
words  of  the  Savior,  so-called.  What  can  possibly  establish  the  authenticity  of  the 
scriptures?  Some  of  the  main  books  of  the  bible  were  not  written  at  the  time,  nor  by 
the  persons  purported  to  be  its  authors.  , 

Such  are  the  books  of  Moses  especially,  that  are  a  blasphemous  libel  on  God,  and  a 
base  imposition  on  man  on  their  very  face.  It  was  written  by  one  of  two  classes  of 
men.  *lt  was  written  by  wicked  men  to  perpetuate  the  power  of  priestocracy,  and  this 
assertion  has  a  most  beautitul  consistency.  It  is  claimed  by  friends  espousing  it,  to 
be  a  perfect  code  of  moral  precepts. 

Wickedness  is  there  exposed,  and  the  self-condemnation  of  the  very  characters 
aspiring  to  heap  the  heaviest  denunciations,  and  expose  the  awful  consequences  of 
£»in,  is  so  forcibly  illustrated,  so  fully  and  positively  depicted,  that  rational  men  would 
not  venture  to  seek  any  other  assertion  than  that  it  is  written  by  wicked  men. 

With  whom  can  repudiation  of  jewels,  borrowed  of  the  Egyptians  by  the  Jews,  and 
subsequent  devotion  of  them  to  their  peculiar  god  by  this  peculiar  people  in  worship,  be 
sustained  but  by  wicked  men  1 

With  whom  could  the  slaughter  of  thousands  of  men,  married  women  in  all  condi- 
tions of  pregnancy,  and  infants,  with  the  appropriation  of  all  the  virgin  women-children, 
in  ntimber  thirty-two  thousand,  by  their  male  captors,  be  sustained  but  by  wicked  men? 
With  whom  could  the  dictator  of  the  Jews  and  the  murderous  sons  of  Levi,  who  slew 
three  thousand  of  their  fellow  citizens  for  sectarianism,  be  sustained  but  by  wicked 
men  ?  With  whom  could  the  reckless  murder  of  the  republican  Korah  and  his  asso- 
ciates, recklessly  destroyed  by  the  dictator,  as  the  people  accused  him  and  brother,  be 
enacted,  hut  by  wicked  men  ? 

And  this  last  bnt  opens  the  chapters  of  pious  frauds  and  false  pretences,  a  sacred 
felony. 

That  it  was  not  written,  most  clearly  evident,  by  inspired  men,  their  writings  that  are 
inconsisteDt  and  inaccurate  every  way,  inevitably  decide.  The  ethics  of  civilization 
decide  against  all  such. 

What  can  be  more  highly  exceptionable  than  the  lives  and  conduct  of  the  patriarchs, 
the  fountain  heads  of  this  peculiar  world-evil  ? 

But  that  was  the  custom  of  the  times.  Then  this  refined  age  should  not  be  forced 
by  any  code  emanating  from  these  characters,  who  are  stained  by  several  degrading 
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vices  of  their  times.  Did  not  Abraham  drivo  his  son  to  the  wilderness,  where  he 
became  an  archer  ;  that  is,  we  presume  by  his  history,  a  robber  ?  Who  cared  for  his 
morals  ?  Abraham  ?  He  was  jireparing  and  sending  off  another  such  colony  to  the 
east  country.     That  they  were  not  all  robbers,  no  thanks  to  Abraham,  the  father. 

Who  endorses  the  statements  of  the  bible  ?  Would  you  swear  that  they  were  facts  1 
Could  you  conscientiously  swear  such  a  thing  ?  If  this  were  a  book  of  inspiration 
from  Almighty  God,  who  is  perfect,  the  facts  would  have  b^n  in  accordance,  most 
adcurate  and  self-evident.     Are  they  1 

The  writer  of  creation  is  not  ostensibly  known,  if  it  were  not  Moses;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible for  it  to  have  been  Moses,  who  must  then  have  written  of  his  own  death,  burial 
and  character,  his  own  obituary,  which  vitiates  the  whole  matter  beyond  redress.  Of 
course  the  priestocracy  mind-factured  the  whole.  The  first  start  kills  all  its  creation, 
and  the  last  winds  up  book  and  authors. 

But  the  so-called  prophecies  are  instanced  especially  about  the  Jews,  who  were 
claimed  as  predicted  about  3000  years  ago,  that  they  should  be  a  peculiar  people,  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  they  should  be  oppressed  and  peeled.  When  a  na- 
tion sets  out  as  having  marked  peculiarities,  whom  had  it  to  thank  but  itself? 

How  could  the  Jews  escape  being  a  peculiar  people,  who  were  made  so  by  priestoc- 
racy ?  They  were  circumcised !  Did  God  have  this  done  ?  How  comes  it  that  othere 
also  have  done  it?  If  it  were  necessary  for  the  human  organization,  would  God  have 
left  it  out  ?  If  it  be  done  by  man,  is  it  not  man^s  acts  ?  Were  the  Jews  any  other 
than  a  peculiar  people,  before  the  assumed  prophecy  ?  Have  they  got  out  of  all  their 
peculiar  superstitions  yet  ? 

So  far  from  being  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth,  the  peculiar  god  of  Abraham 
tells,  in  the  same  rentateuch,  '*  For  all  the  land  which  thou  seest,  to  thee  will  I  give 
it,  and  to  thy  seed  forever." 

No  one,  after  this,  can  pretend  to  reconcile  the  pretended  prophecies.  If  he  do,  he 
marries  himself  to  falsehoods  and  perjuries. 

But  then  the  subsequents,  the  modifications  should  be  added.  Agreed.  They  prove 
various  editions  of  time,  and  destroy  the  very  character  claimed. 

Aaron,  the  chief  priest,  seems  to  have  been  every  way  worthy  of  the  chief  dictator. 
What  shall  we  think  of  the  purity  of  the  idolatrous  liar,  wearing  the  inscription  "  Holi- 
ness to  the  Lord  !"  Many  hypocrites  do  the  same.  Search  the  scriptures,  for  they  are 
they  that  testify  against  themselves,  and  against  their  writers. 

With  what  justice  could  God  render  himself  peculiar  to  a  very  minute  part  of  the 
world,  and  leave  out  more  than  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  parts,  to  gratify  the  pe- 
culiar part  ?  Are  they  the  diamond  of  creation  ?  The  way  the  world  treats  them 
causes  us  to  estimate  them  differently. 

In  what  a  category  are  all  that  adopt  and  propagate  all  these  bibles,  without  proof  and 
rational  faith ! 

I  glory  in  exposing  the  bibles  of  tradition,  as  the  most  sinful  books  ever  devised. 
What  docs  the  mass  of  the  people  know  of  analysis  ?  But  fanatical  fury  is  ready  to 
burst  upon  any  that  disputes  the  bible. 

You  hallow  the  remains  of  pagan  idolaters,  but  forget  the  noble  duty  to  mind,  the 
noblest  representative  of  its  Creator,  God.  The  writers  of  all  bibles  of  tradition  prove 
themselves  by  their  errors,  notwithstanding  all  their  impostures,  to  have  been  wicked 
men.  The  mysteries  of  bibles  are  all  frauds  to  deceive  the  people,  who  have  been  im- 
posed upon  in  all  ages.     Will  you  join  the  ignoble  crowd  of  world  plunderers? 

Who  endorses  the  proof  of  inspiration  of  any  writer  ? 

The  object  is  not  to  investigate  facts,  but  prejudice  the  world  against  tliem  when  ad- 
duced. How  is  this?  Is  this  the  honorable  way  of  truth  ?  Is  burning  incense  to  God 
anything  but  the  highest  folly  ?  Are  then  such  blockheads  to  impose  their  pretences 
on  us?  Actions  are  man^s  best  morals.  He  must  look  to  God  for  a  standard,  not  at 
all  to  mcssiahship.  The  Jews  have  been  insulted,  their  property  confiscated,  their 
synagogues  burnt,  and  themselves  compelled  to  be  banished,  or  destroyed,  or  baptized 
by  a  hypocritical  compliance. 

"  St.  Cyril,  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  endeavored  to  suppress  Judaism  by  burning 
down  the  synagogues  and  expelling  the  Jews  from  the  city,  rewarding  the  *  soldiers  of 
the  cross'  for  their  pious  exploits  with  the  spoils  of  the  exiled  race."  "  When  the 
Crusaders  passed  through  Germany,  on  their  way  to  the  East,  they  murdered  the  Jews, 
without  distinction  of  age  or  sex."  "  The  papal  decrees  against  the  Jews  were  very 
cruel  and  absurd.'* 

How  many  varieties  of  the  same  species  of  man  have  been  created  in  the  absence 
of  correct  history  ? 

The  analysis  of  the  whole  subject  discloses  several.     The  work  of  God  is  plainly 
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seen  in  the  sterility  of  hybrids,  or  that  of  hybridity,  but  the  variation  of  the  species 
only  proves  the  genius  of  the  Creator. 

Bibles  of  tradition  have  been  the  worst  causes  of  a  world  full,  promoting  the  worst 
sins  of  blasphemy  and  hypocrisy. 

God  and  man  are  libeled  by  bibles  of  tradition. 

Conscience  and  sound  faith  compel  all  rational  investigating  minds  to  reject  all  such. 

Geology  does  not  disclose  the  era  of  man's  approach  on  earth  but  as  the  last  of  all 
creation,  and  therefore  the  best.  It  discloses  the  fixed  design  of  creation  in  develop- 
ment. God  created  all  as  they  are,  with  no  curses  about  it.  We  disbelieve  the  bible, 
discard  and  protest  against  it,  as  long  as  honesty  is  the  truth  of  mind,  as  its  creation 
of  earth  or  heaven  is  incompetent  for  man.  In  adopting  the  peculiar  faith  of  any  bible, 
the  vassalage  of  mind  is  completely  established. 

But  if  you  find  fault  with  God's  word,  you  find  fault  with  God.  That  is  unquestion- 
ably true,  and  undoubtedly  applies  to  you.  God's  word  is  alone  in  his  works.  People 
that  seek  to  carry  their  theory  as  the'  bible  botches,  will  too  otlen  sacrifice  too  much 
for  its  support.  They  have  sacrificed  religion  for  their  bible.  The  bible  that  they 
uphold,  is  in  antagonism  to  the  universe.  They  are  then  at  issue  with  the  last,  and 
that  decides  the  question  conclusively.  They  have  to  reconcile  all  that,  or  renounce 
the  whole  at  once. 

The  Jews  had  a  priestocracy  deism ;  the  oracular  peculiar  god  of  priestocracy. 
Rational  religion  only  bestows  the  purity  of  deism,  monotheism,  distinct  from  sinister 
influences.  What  can  be  greater  sophistry  than  all  the  bible  articles  about  faith  ?  You 
who  have  been  blinded  by  peculiar  worship  and  faith,  cannot  see  without  aid  with  correct 
vision. 

What  a  ferocious  sectarianism  was  that  which  induced  the  Jews  to  slaughter  women 
in  the  most  tender  conditions  of  life,  to  violate  the  noblest  virtues  of  chastity,  and 
commit  the  most  ferocious  piracy  on  the  owners  of  the  soil,  whom  they  sought  to  ex- 
tirpate? 

Wt  the  oracles  of  Judaism  have  claimed  that  such  were  the  commands  of  God. 
What  god,  but  their  peculiar  automaton,  that  spake  as  the  bible-mongers  dictated  ? 

Does  the  God  of  humanity,  purity  and  honesty  command  a  nation  to  act  the  felon 
and  perpetrate  capital  ofifenccs,  for  which  that  very  bible  caused  individuals  to  be 
executed?  Is  the  world  never  to  get  rid  of  this  supreme  felony  of  felonies?  Is  the 
code  to  be  revered,  though  it  militate  against  the  loftiest  conservative  principles  of  the 
God  of  the  universe,  whom  it  audaciously,  recklessly  and  blasphemously  libels?  Shall 
this  hot-bed  of  poison,  reeking  with  the  evils  of  centuries  and  hoary  in  crimes,  that 
caused  one  nation  to  aim  eternal  hatred  against  the  world  for  fanatical  sectarianism  to 
their  species,  be  still  tolerated  by  mind  ?  What  intoleration  could  have  been  worse 
than  Judaism?  Shall  its  whole  brood  that  murders  the  world  be  left  in  its  bosom  to 
tear  out  its  very  entrails  ?  Humanity  proves  religion.  Wfiere  is  the  humanity  in  the 
world's  extirpation  ? 

That  the  Jews  did  not  extirpate  the  world  on  their  own  position  is,  that  they  had 
not  the  power.  If  one  nation  was  to  be  extirpated  because  of  their  peculiar  faith,  how 
much  more  necessary  was  it  to  extirpate  the  whole  ? 

As  it  was  not  humanity,  it  was  not  religion,,  nor  was  it  of  God.  Religion  begets  a 
universal  brotherhood. 

Was  this  the  divine  essence  of  Judaism,  or  of  any  of  its  oflTspring  ?  Their  faith  was 
that  of  a  corrupt  priestocracy.  If  it  ever  were  a  deism,  it  was  so  bald  that  it  was 
destitute  of  principles.  What  a  base  for  any  oflTspring !  If  the  bible  had  been  inspira- 
tion, the  just  rights  of  the  sovereign  people  would  have  been  respected,  as  that  gives  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  but  the  priestocracy  and  their  creations  are  the 
centre  of  worship.  If  you  hold  on  to  the  bibles,  you  hold  on  to  the  false  position  created 
by  them. 

Is  it  possible  that  lovely,  intelligent,  virtuous  females  can  tolerate  a  book  that  speaks 
so  complacently  of  the  appropriation  of  thirty-two  thousand  virgins  by  their  male  cap- 
tors ?  Of  Solomon  the  lewd  as  wise,  who  luxuriated  like  an  animal  on  woman's  gifts 
and  charms,  and  then  reviled  the  sex  after  his  base  abuse  of  power,  like  a  world's 
despot  ?  Was  this  a  system  that  gave  woman  her  rights,  or  mind  its  purity,  in  its 
oriental  imitations  ? 

Docs  the  geological  history  accord  at  all  with  the  bible  ?  No.  What  true  history 
docs  ?  The  church  and  all  hierarchies  have  stood  in  the  way  of  all  science  and  con- 
stitnCionaJ  liberty,  until  mind  forced  them  along  despite  of  themselves,  and  now  they 
bare  a  series  of  beggarly  elements.  They  withstood  astronomical  and  geological 
scieoco,  until  ashamed.  The  facts  and  principles  of  all  science  must  be  truly  carried 
OQiy  and  ibej  most  expel  all  bibles  of  tradition.   Then  what  shall  we  do  for  faith  ?  The 
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bibles  have  done  all  practicable  for  peculiar  faith,  but  religion  must  act  now  for  good) 
true,  and  inviolable  faith.  We  must  recur  to  facts,  the  science  of  truth  and  reason, 
like  rational  beings. 

Antiquity  necessarily  blends  truth  and  fiction,  fables  and  legends,  in  correct  tradition. 
History  was  not  safe  till  science  spoke.  Bibles  of  tradition  constitute  the  trash  era, 
having  nurtured  the  worst  designs  of  ambition,  avarice,  and  lust.  Galileo  was  anathe- 
matized by  the  Romish  church,  and  imprisoned  for  years  in  a  dungeon,  for  denying  the 
futile  errors  of  the  bible,  and  avowing  the  Copernican  system  of  astronomy. 

The  adherents  of  the  bible  are  refractory,  opposing  science  as  astronomy,  and  geology 
that  corresponded  with  true  religion. 

Bible-advocates  sustain  science,  when  its  pensmen  violated  the  highest  principles  of 
physical  science,  in  asserting  miracles. 

Such  revelations  are  false  pretences. 

Afler  all,  what  does  the  bible  teach  ?  Does  it  approach  what  mind  has  advanced  1 
Mind  cultivated  now  corrects  these  bibles,  written  by  ignorant  and  unscientific  but 
cunning  men,  a  fact  that  shows  mind's  perversion  and  corruption. 

Impenetrable  mysteries  there  are  of  their  god,  but  impenetrable  for  all  the  priesto- 
cracy's  bibles,  and  all  those  of  tradition.     We  are  none  the  wiser  in  truth  for  all  such. 

As  to  the  Jews,  &c.,  having  the  divine  words  of  God,  and  the  rest  of  mankind  in 
darkness,  that  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  God's  universal  attributes. 

These  bibles  are  the  most  foolish,  absurd,  the  blackest  impositions  devised  to  perpe- 
tuate usurpation  and  power. 

How  many  self-contradictions  are  there  in  the  bible  1  How  often  is  its  sophistry 
received  when  truth  is  rejected  ?  They  talk  of  bible  revelation !  What  is  revealed 
but  priest-sophistry  ?  Of  inspiration !  What  is  inspired  but  fraud  ?  What  is  revealed 
of  mystery,  but  confusion  worse  confounded  1  Fables  and  legends,  falsified  doctrines 
and  pretences. 

Any  and  everything  can  be  proved  by  the  bible. 

The  bible  is  authority  for  nothing,  except  as  borne  out  by  characteristic  morals  of 
mind.  * 

The  age  of  refined  civilization  cannot  be  the  age  of  bibles  of  tradition. 

What  can  be  worse  misconceptions  and  butcheries,  for  the  glory  of  God  1  The  state- 
ment is  impeached,  for  its  testimony  is  worthless  on  its  face. 

Such  bible  morals  are  dangerous,  as  they  have  a  counteracting  malign  infioence  on 
the  light  of  the  times. 

There  are  thousands  of  evils  in  all  such  systems  as  that  of  Moses. 

Principles  alone  are  conservative,  while  peculiar  bible  of  tradition-faith  is  dangcrons 
and  impracticable.  All  such  are  instruments  of  evil,  only  held  in  abeyance  by  enlight- 
ened public  opinion.  Let  none  dissent  or  adopt,  but  be  convinced  by  truth  from  the 
omnipotent,  who  is  not  only  supreme,  but  possesses  all  the  attributes  of  unity  and  its 
comprehensive  sovereignty. 

To  think  merely  of  a  messiah,  detracts  from  his  attributes.  It  i6  infatuation  to  assert 
messiahships. 

Whilst  toleration  and  forbearance  are  great  virtues,  the  faith  in  blasphemy  is  intoler- 
able to  God. 

We  cannot  read  the  universe  without  science,  certainly  not  correctly. 

None  but  reckless  assertions  are  made,  when  it  is  asserted  that  Moses  is  right.  Such 
is  not  fair,  legitimate,  or  liberal. 

The  social,  political,  and  national  ameliorations  have  been  carried  far  beyond  Moses 
and  his  fellows,  who  ruined  instead  of  blessed  nations.  Science  institutes  true  benero- 
lence,  aids  and  blesses.  But  the  gospel  plan  of  salvation  is  the  only  plan,  whereby 
mankind  can  be  saved  through  priests  and  preachers !  But  mind  is  paramount  to  both, 
as  God  is  to  all  messiahs. 

What  has  the  world  to  do  with  any  such,  when  it  emphatically  needs  universal  talents, 
gifts,  and  endowments. 

Why  have  the  learned  of  the  world  been  so  silent,  with  but  few  noble  exceptions,  to 
the  disgraceful  ignominy  of  this  bible  ?     Have  most  been  bribed  ? 

God  has  only  given  one  edition  of  his  works  at  creation ;  all  others  are  counterfeit. 

The  bible  is  man's  writings,  that  are  worthless  by  tnidition.  The  world  needs  a 
well-defined  code  of  ethics,  moral  and  religious  culture.  Creed  and  faith  are  the  plaj'' 
things  of  autocrats,  the  dreams  of  visionaries.  , 

I  would  scorn  to  say  anything  against  a  good  book  or  authors.     But  who,  in  his  J®"  . 
senses,  after  an  honest  and  truthml  investigation,  will  pretend  to  believe  this  of  wjtf 
book  or  its  authors  1    As  much  above  Moses  as  is  the  state  of  mind  now,  so  ib  tne 
present  superior  to  the  past  of  his  country. 
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No  peculiar  bible  is  available  for  popular  progress. 

It  is  confirmation  strong  as  proofs  of  the  cause,  that  all  writers  on  rational  religion 
mast  mainly  reach  the  same  consummation.     They  can  reach  no  other  than  God. 

But  such  books  are  absolutely  dangerous.  To  bibles,  or  truth  1  Of  course,  to  bibles. 
Of  course,  bible  or  peculiar  faith-advocates  are  not  going  to  give  any  one  the  means  of 
overcoming  them,  truth  or  no  truth.  Why  1  Because  it  is  life,  or  death.  Will  ihe 
christians  do  this  ? 

None  have  proved  it  more  strongly.  How  can  they  get  over  all  this  1  As  they  have 
done  before — declare  it  is  not  so.     How  can  they  do  all  this  ? 

They  are  the  world's  sophists.  What  care  the  priestocracy  for  truth,  as  long  as  they 
can  hold  the  reins  of  power  in  their  own  hands  ?  While  they  laugh  at  the  verdancy 
of  the  world  on  one  side,  they  will  extract  their  revenues  on  the  other.  What  care  the 
priestocracy  for  the  world's  opinion,  as  long  as  they  can  deceive  not  only  the  world,  but 
make  it  contribute  to  that  very  deception  ? 

What  care  they  for  the  unity  of  God,  while  they  can  speculate  on  their  trinity,  and 
have  not  to  disgorge  their  revenues  and  honors,  however  dishonorable  ? 

What  care  they  for  retaining  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  if  the  majority  are  pau- 
perized into  many  beggars  ? 

What  care  they  for  conscience,  when  the  government  of  usurpation  and  monopoly 
use  them,  or  bribe  their  consciences  ?  Will  they  ever  see,  if  the  world  will  close  its 
eyes?  Who  of  sound  mind  and  uncommitted  to  its  speculations  in  this  world,  through 
all  the  finesse  and  intrigues  of  the  priestocracy,  but  must  decide  on  the  highest  analysis, 
and  come  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  that  it  is  a  base  imposition  ?  The  world  is  sought 
to  be  bribed  or  forced  to  give  faith  and  credence  to  it. 

That  defeated,  on  the  thousand  points,  the  bible  sophist  affects  one  more ;  that  God 
must  have  a  written  word  to  point  out  the  way  !  Having  deserted  the  rights,  he  seeks 
to  sap  the  very  essence  of  mind.  I  say  that  he  overlooks  the  beautiful  free-agency  of 
mind,  that  has  the  most  rational  invitation,  not  an  imperative  command  to  analyze  the 
universe  of  God,  who  has  delicately  tendered  mind  its  noblest  conservation,  without 
compulsion.       • 

Could  the'  God  of  omniscience  create  this  world  subject  to  the  contingency  of  Adam 
and  Eve's  caprice,  and  all  mankind  in  abeyance  to  these  last  two  foolish  people  ? 

No !  It  is  the  libel  of  monk's  brains ;  it  is  the  most  stupid  folly  of  the  priestocracy. 
All  such  bibles  are  no  sort  of  account  at  all ;  and  whether  they  flourish  thousands  of 
years  or  centuries,  their  end  must  and  will  come.  The  God  that  we  adore  is  different, 
from  the  fiction  of  bibles.  He  does  not  write  books  as  men  indite,  but  wields  orbs  of 
the  universe  that  is  made  up  of  suns,  planets,  and  comets.  Had  the  world  been  de- 
scribed by  God,  he  would  have  told  enough  of  its  grand  divisions  and  form,  to  have 
described  it  accurately.     But  he  has  consigned  its  best  appreciation  to  mind's  functions. 

If  the  truth  be  violated  by  the  bible,  how  does  it  support  religion  that  is  based  on 
truth  ?  We  will  then  use,  as  always,  wisest  legislation,  and  its  wisest  administration 
ail  tliroogh  rational  mind.  The  bible  of  tradition  is  the  worst  prostitution  of  mind,  to 
enslavement  of  the  world. 

But  rational  discussion,  which  is  the  very  life  of  truth,  is  shunned.  Is  any  freeman 
afraid  of  investigation  ? 

God's  language  is  universally  uniform,  and  easily  read  by  all  nations,  who  now  speak 
thousands  of  languages. 

The  orbs  of  the  universe,  in  their  relations  of  gravitation  and  revolution,  are  universal 
to  all  that  know  as  much  by  science.  The  language  of  the  bible  of  tradition  is  not 
worth  understanding.     Who,  but  blundering  man,  wrote  it  ? 

If  anything  be  perfect  in  the  bible,  it  is  that  the  legends  are  perfect.  Mind  has  been 
embarrassed  and  paralyzed  by  the  policy  of  bibles  of  tradition.  The  policy  of  the  bible 
of  degrading  sectarianism,  and  that  has  made  murderers  and  robbers. 

But  the  bible  is  looked  upon  by  a  mass,  a  circle,  as  holy  and  sacred.  Is  this  proved  ? 
It  is  proved  a  humbug. 

It  has  most  woful  abuses,  and  is  the  prolific  parent  of  many  others,  without  limit. 
They  must  be  all  corrected,  on  the  noblest  toleration  of  mind. 

Away  with  its  stupid  perversions  of  mind,  and  stupid  demoralization  of  intellect. 
Mind  must  not  condescend,  but  must  avoid  sectarianism  as  barbarian. 

For  years  past,  say  one-quarter  of  a  century,  it  is  believed  that  bible  construction 
has  become  more  and  more  liberal,  till  the  whole  will  necessarily  be  construed  away. 
If  this  be  not  the  case,  the  world  will  be  full  of  vassals  of  mind,  afraid  to  say  their  soul 
is  God's. 

We  must  take  the  whole  bible  or  none,  yet  the  bible  people,  if  honest,  cannot  believe, 
u  they  have  to  reject  parts  of  the  bible !    That  proves  conclusively  the  action  of  its 
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honest  friends^  faith,  is  conclusive  proof  against  it,  as  a  part  vitiated  vitiates  the  whdle, 
as  a  witness  that  is  partly  perjured  ;  they  are  all  patched  up  affairs. 

The  sons  of  God  took  the  daughters  of  men  for  wives.  This  is  the  old  mythology 
of  polytheism  revived.  No  bibles  of  tradition  can  arouse  the  mind  truthfully— philo- 
sophically to  God's  lofty  purpose. 

Mind  takes  precedence  of  all  such  bibles.  They  are  for  different  ages  and  pureuitSt 
the  mind  vassalage  of  the  country  where  manufactured,  not  refined  civilization  which 
they  disgrace.  They  are  received  with  mental  reservation,  proving  their  fallacy. 
Why  does  not  mind  do  justice  to  itself,  impeach  and  discard  all  such  at  once  and  for- 
ever 1  This  has  to  be  done.  The  conservative  spirit  of  the  world,  is  the  highest 
intellectual  spirit.  There  can  be  no  substitute,  by  the  1)ible  of  mind.  Bibles  of  tradi- 
tion do  not  begin  to  be  at  all,  for  they  are  a  source  of  corruption  and  depravity. 

What  has  any  black  letter  to  do  with  the  rights  of  mind,  which  it  clearly  violates 
whether  in  bibles  of  tradition  or  any  other  ?  I  can  take  no  scriptures,  and  accept  no 
errors,  for  they  are  too  many  to  license  them  to  perpetuate  this  fraud,  assuming  the 
power  of  the  Divine  Authority,  to  which  the  most  substantial,  shortest  way  is,  by  truth 
of  mind.  What  a  demoralizing  set  were  the  patriarchs,  also  Moses,  Aaron,  David, 
Christ. 

They  conspire  to  make  a  serpent  beast,  greater  than  God.  To  undo  this  blasphemy, 
it  is  right  to  impeach  and  discard  the  statement,  the  authors,  aiders,  and  abettors,  those 
who  give  comfort  to  the  fiction  and  false  pretences.  How  easy  is  it  to  write  such 
bibles !     Many  are  over  the  world,  all  deluding  by  their  false  pretences. 

Mahomet  succeeded,  and  was  as  great  as  Moses ;  he  lied  as  bad  as  his  prototype 
about  his  heaven,  the  moon,  and  quick  travels.  In  fact,  he  outdid  Moses,  for  he  as 
mortal  went  to  his  heaven,  a  thing  that  Moses  never  did  as  he  told.  Joe  Smith  affected 
to  be  prophet  and  had  many  followers,  but  Smith  had  less  materials  for  fraud.  As  long 
as  the  w^orld  will  not  choose  to  be  philosophic  but  sophist,  so  long  will  bigots  be  unrea- 
sonable and  generally  ignorant. 

Philosophy  kills  superstition.  Whilst  ever  tolerant,  she  gives  all  information  for  the 
unwary  as  a  true  friend  to  mankind.  But  the  peculiar  faith  doctrinists  affirm  to  the 
belief  of  their  bible,  and  war  on  all  opponents.  While  tlie  Christians  have  no  better 
authority  for  their  bible,  than  those  Mormons,  yet  they  drive  them  out,  and  w^ould  drive 
the  rest  out  of  the  world,  if  they  had  the  brief  authority  to  do  so.  Of  all  vindic- 
tiveness,  that  of  peculiar  faith  when  enraged  to  fanaticism,  is  the  worst.  Take  the 
bible  altogether,  and  it  is  corrupt.     Some  believe  only  part ;  that  condoms  tbem. 

Is  it  right  for  men  to  impose  these  frauds  all  the  time  in  theology,  and  still  all  be 
right  1  We  have  gained  our  liberty  to  but  little  purpose  then,  if  our  mind-rights  are 
not  respected. 

The  most  refined  of  civilization  are  more  inspired  the  present  age,  by  true  science, 
than  all  the  bible  worthies  together.  I  impeach  and  discard  all  bibles  but  those  of 
mind.     Both  kinds  cannot  stand  certainly,  as  those  of  tradition  or  truth. 

Where  is  honesty  of  truth,  one  of  the  main  principles  of  life  ?  There  is  a  lack  of 
virtuous  firmness,  on  this  basis,  that  nothing  can  restore.  Neither  law,  testimony,  nor 
truth,  are  on  the  side  of  the  bibles  of  tradition,  which,  consequently,  are  deeply  in- 
jurious. 

But  a  person  reads  his  bible  with  first  impressions  inculcated,  to  which  we  see  added 
the  appliances  of  the  priestocracy,  to  force  conviction,  and  oppose  by  all  means  any 
other  light  of  mind  !  Before  the  mind  has  analyzed  both  sides  of  this  most  momentous 
question,  it  is  forced  captive  to  a  peculiar  faith,  that  cannot  bear  scrutiny,  and  recoils  at 
investigation. 

What  can  be  a  worse  libel  on  the  goodness  or  tlie  omnipotence  of  God,  than  the 
legend  of  satan  ? 

All  bibles  of  tradition  are  vile  libels  on  the  Almighty.  Whose  is  less  1  The 
Mormons  ? 

The  Jews,  under  the  dynasty  of  Moses,  Joshua,  and  others,  wont  for  conquest  and 
plunder,  under  the  name  of  the  Almighty,  like  fanatics — ^so  did  the  crusaders — into  the 
noly,  the  accursed  land,  having  the  example  of  each  peculiar  faith  predecessors.  V\  ho 
were  the  Jews?  Were  they  more  civilized,  intelligent,  wise,  virtuous,  just,  noble,  sci- 
entific, humane,  rich,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  ?  No  just  analysis  will  affirm  this. 
No  theology  can  be  sacred  that  will  support  it. 

They  were  a  pricstocracy-accursed  nation. 

There  can  be  jio  good,  pure  faith  in  any  bible  of  tradition.  Infidels,  is  ft,  mono- 
theists  are  called  1  See  how  far  the  fanaticism  of  prejudice  carries !  What  is  a» 
infidel  1 

One  who  camiot  believe  in  any  of  the  impositions  and  frauds  of  any  of  the  various 
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bibles  of  traditions  in  the  world,  but  who  believes  in  that  of  mind,  the  code  of  the 
purest,  enlightened  conscience,  as  he  believes  in  the  unity  and  supremacy  of  the 
Almighty. 

Hut  the  blindly  credulous  of  the  world  are  enraged  against  the  infidels  to  their  bibles ; 
then,  of  course,  they  are  furious  towards  one  another,  and  can  never  have  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  universal  brotherhood. 

The  true  definition  is,  that  what  is  called  infidel  is  opposed  to  the  blasphemous,  pre- 
t<;nded  messiatis,  and  is  necessarily  so,  to  have  fidelity  to  God,  who  is  perfect,  and  pos- 
sessed of  every  attribute  of  preservation  as  well  as  of  creation.  But  fur  toleratioOi 
there  were  no  infidels,  for  the  fagot  and  the  various  artillery  of  inquisitions  would  ex- 
clude them  out  of  this  world.     The  sects  would  rise  infuriate  with  blood. 

Who  but  Calvin  destroyed  Helvetius,  and  who  but  such  would  consign  all  opponents 
to  perdition  ? 

Which  is  best,  an  infidel  or  a  libeler  ?  The  last  the  fanatic  is,  to  man  and  God, 
when  he  arraigns  man  as  an  infidel,  and  God  as  needing  a  messiah  for  man. 

Let  the  world  full  of  bibles  of  tradition  perish,  rather  than  truth.  Perish  all  such  bibles, 
ere  organic  principles  are  assailed  with  obloquy.  Is  it  not  a  shame  that  bibles  of  pre- 
scription should  tyrannize  over  freedom  of  mind  ?  Do  you  go  to  the  bibles  of  tradition  to 
learn  science,  or  to  mind  ?  And  is  it  not  the  science  of  rational  religion,  the  most  sub- 
lime, and  requiring  all  the  energies  of  mind?  Were  the  Jews  distinguished,  peculiarly, 
by  all  the  blessings  of  government?  They  were  ruled  by  a  despotic  priestocracy,  de- 
ceived by  their  guiles  and  false  pretences.  It  but  little  profited,  that  bravest  and  best 
patriots  fell  for  our  freedom,  if  it  be  trammeled  by  bibles  of  tradition. 

Liberty  thus,  was  but  half  civilized.  We  have  more  than  all'  the  bibles  of  tradition 
of  the  world  can  give  us.  We  have  mind  and  the  eternal  principles  of  the  Creator  to 
elaborate  the  perfection  of  the  soul ;  principles  ever  abiding,  never  dying  or  ending,  en- 
during to  eternity ;  whereas,  bibles  wear  out  and  decay,  like  their  authors.  The  great 
and  paramount  question  of  a  bible  is,  to  produce  the  greatest  and  highest  cultivation  of 
mind  for  religion.  Can  bibles  of  tradition  do  it  ?  Not  at  all.  The  mighty  problems 
of  life,  of  the  world,  may  be  solved  in  the  progress  of  light  of  mind  by  time.  All  bibles 
of  tradition  break  into  fragments  the  universal  brotherhood  of  mankind.  Principles 
vindicate  themselves,  and  rule  out  all  such  bibles.  We  need  those  bibles  that  suit  the 
rights  of  the  world  and.  mind ;  those  we  have  not  heretofore  had. 

With  bibles  of  tradition  mind  is  made  to  lose  by  their  usurpation,  as  if  anything  could 
be  done  without  mind. 

Intellectual  investigation  will  portray  the  priestocracy,  the  Jesuitical  lawyers  of  pecu- 
liar faith. 

It  is  the  mind  mission,  not  the  bible  mission.  Priests  take  the  last ;  philosophers, 
who  really  benefit  the  world,  take  the  first.  The  world  does  not  understand  all  the 
(ijmprehensive  bearings  of  some  things  called  bibles  of  tradition,  that  are  obsolete  ideas 
with  mind  capable  of  analysis,  if  not  with  priestocracies  and  their  vassals. 

Why  is  there  a  supcKtitious  veneration  for  all  such  bibles,  when  the  world  can 
attain  incomparably  nobler  and  better  means  ? 

What  is  the  paramount  question  in  religion  ?     Not  bibles,  but  principles. 

Will  you  adhere  to  obsolete  bibles  and  a  lean  meagre  minority,  a  fragment  of  the 
World  for  believers,  or  on  principles  with  us,  take  the  whole  world  that  can  gloriously 
unite  in  one  mighty  brotherhood  ? 

The  ancient  incapacity  of  mind^s  doing  justice  to  itself  caused  the  sale  of  the  debtor 
for  slavery  ;  now  modern  civilization,  elevated  to  the  noblest  principles  of  mind,  gives  a 
homestead  to  the  family  that  cannot  be  taken  or  touched  for  debt.  Kational  mind  will 
take  care  of  all  that  are  too  imbecile  to  help  themselves. 

The  old  regime  gave  bibles  of  tradition,  now  modem  civilization  of  monotheism  cx- 
yp\s  them  as  obsolete,  and  triumphantly  vindicates  the  rights  of  mind,  and  the  glory  of 
Oud,  by  the  purest  emanations  of  mind. 

.VII  countries  are  blessed  by  the  civilization  of  mind,  that  looks  to  God^s  principles, 
the  noblest  standard  of  religion,  the  benefits  of  commerce,  the  lights  of  science,  that 
asks  to  get  rid  of  bibles  of  tradition,  and  have  for  them  pure  rational  religion,  sound 
honest  sense  of  sane  minds.     The  mind  that  affects  such  bibles  is  most  unjust  to  itself. 

The  friend  of  law,  order,  right,  religion  that  is  rational,  must  ever  decide  against  all 
snch  bibles.     There  can  be  no  sclf-sarrender  to  such  dissolute  codes  of  morals. 

The  God  of  justice  would  have  inspired  in  every  language  of  the  world  all  the  bibles. 
But  what  then  would  have  become  of  free  agency  of  mind,  the  excellency,  the  beauty 
of  the  universe,  that  has  enabled  the  God  of  mind  to  meet  the  whole  question  of  creation^ 
For  the  bane  of  life,  the  antidote  is  in  an  enlightened  mind.    Yet  bigots  would  say,  do  not 

'ead  or  investigate  certain  books,  thereby  proving  Ihemselv^  unworthy  of  rational 

38  Digitized  by  V^OOgie 


6M  RATIONAL  RELIGION"  AKD  MORALS. 

mind.  How  can  the  subject  be  honorably  investigated,  if  bot  one  side  is  told!  Doe? 
it  hurt  to  hear  the  truth  ?  If  there  are  any  books  that  oppose  the  bible,  they  are  in  the 
category  of  approbation  or  censure.  In  either  way  they,  as  the  efforts  of  rational  m;i»i, 
should  be  known,  on  their  merits  or  demerits. 

The  world  seeks  conservartiou  only  obtained  through  mind,  as  bibles  bring  destnict.n. 
What  sophistry,  now  that  such  bibles  teach  us,  and  not  mind  teach  as  God  directs  it. 

What  instituted  the  bibles,  then  ?  God.  Who  proves  that  ?  None.  This  i^  -J: 
the  pretended  inspiration  of  pricstocracy,  that  the  inspiration  of  philosophical  sci<-fi^f 
must  counteract.    The  priests'  interests  revealed  it. 

Better  had  its  record  perished  ;  but  God  permits  mind  to  guard  the  world  ogur^'- 
all  such  that  would  have  been  effectual  if  despotism  had  not  governed.  You  &b  < 
not  only  understand,  bot  analyze  all  you  read.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  !  It  is  an  in>  ..- 
ous  declaration  that  the  God  of  the  universe  said  it,  when  it  was  the  god  of  Judabr . 
the  god  of  the  peculiar  bible  that  said  it.  The  bane  should  have  the  antidote,  for  t... 
people's  rights  and  their  preservation.  God's  scriptures  cannot  admit  of  special  pU . '- 
logs  and  sophistry,  that  are  of  no  avail  in  the  primary  position.  Speak  of  peculiar  p  >- 
pie  of  God,  when  justice  requires  no  distinction  in  the  same  nation  only  as  pf?^•^  :~ 
merit  exalts,  does  it  in  the  world,  one  of  the  great  objects  of  regard  to  the  Creator ' 

But  as  to  the  scriptures,  if  you  reverence  mind,  you  cannot  estimate  them.  Lctii..  . ». 
ch,  xxvi.,  V.  3,  "  If  ye  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and  do  th«  u .' 
(as  a  consequence,)  v.  6,  " and  I  will  give  peace  in  the  land;"  t.  7,  •*and  ye  shall  rL^ 
your  enemies,  and  they  shall  fall  before  you  by  the  sword ;"  t.  12,  "and  I  will  ».-- 
among  you,  and  will  be  your  god,  and  ye  shall  be  my  people.'* 

Though  the  peculiar  people,  yet  they  did  not  better  themselves  as  well  as  thos^  > 
peculiar.  Their  peculiarity  ruined  them.  They  were  more  tenacious  of  circunn  > 
than  of  the  improvement  of  mind.  What  a  blur  on  mind !  Is  there  any  peculiar  n^- 
terious  power  about  roan,  greater  than  man's  mind  that  is  inspired  by  the  phncipN^' 
God  ?  The  proof  of  the  Creator  is  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  wJ 
includes  the  whole.  The  bible  is  an  imposition,  proved  by  the  reverse,  of  the  pi-^i-  ' 
care  for  a  few  million  of  Jews,  whose  intellectual  mark  was  not  equal  to  many  ootc 
poraries,  while  the  rest  of  the  world  was  proscribed. 

The  god  of  Judaism  is  undeniably  the  fiction  of  superstition,  idolatry  and  bi^^rr 
How  does  the  bible  of  tradition  compare  one  moment  with  the  press,  one  of  the  r- 
levers  of  the  world's  mind?     The  superseding  bibles  by  principles  will  introdaci  • 
highest  order  of  action  of  mind,  as  no  dependence  will  be  put  on  otlier  than  ourt 
exertions.     Let  writers,  historians,  reviewers,  orators,  lecturers,  statesmen,  patr  - 
help  the  universal  cause  of  truth,  reason,  morals  and  religion.     At  present,  favor/.^ 
fishion,  custom,  and  a  base  compliance  there\%ith,  a  miserable  sycophancy,  rather  "- 
firinciples  prevail. 

Nothing  short  of  discarding  the  bibles  of  tradition  will  answer.     Why,  says  tlie  y-^ 
culiar  faith  bible  man,  do  you  attack  our  bible  ?     Because  that  violates  God's  tnth.  • 
nothing  less,  by  its  impious  antagonism.     Now  we  invite  all  the  world  to  attacL  >>: 
bible  of  mind  on  the  same  principle,  if  there  be  anything  wrong,  and  not  let  it  su-  • 
minute.     We  therefore  should  also  seek  to  get  rid  of  its  primary  errors. 

The  use  of  angels  by  the  peculiar  god  in  the  universe,  betrays  clumsy  and  ineffii:  '• 
machinery.  Light  flies  in  eight  minutes  from  our  sun  to  this  pUinet  the  earth,  but  if 
long  would  an  angel  be  traveling  as  a  messenger  ?  What  stupid  processes  of  u> '  ^ 
invention,  sharpened  by  his  wits  for  self-interest !  The  worst  is  to  get  a  stupid  ia'^^>  * 
believe  in  all  this  i 

If  the  world  really  need  a  code,  over  and  above  what  is  now  doing  in  our  spU '- 
government  country,  the  best  one  is  the  pufe,  genuine  bible  of  mind. 

ilow  can  that  of  Moses  civilize  the  world  when  it  brutalized  his  own  citizen?.  ^( ' 
■acrifioed  the  potency  of  mind  i  | 

Sectarian,  bigot  and  tyrant,  it  ruled  out  justice  and  religion  to  the  lust  of  domiiu^n  3« 
amhitiMi,  and  fell  a  suicide  thereto. 

MonopoliaCs  cannot  control  the  markets  of  the  world,  much  less  its  mind. 

How  could  the  bible  be  God's  inspiration  when  it  haa  not  even  mind's  science  r*^! 
any  principles  I  ,  . .       . , 

God  is  perfect  and  immutable,  hence  his  inspiration  conveys  a  true  exposition  oi  Ji« 
character,  which  his  universe  most  certainly  does.  j 

Tnilj  may  it  be  said  that  God  has  made  himself  almighty,  by  one  revelation  an.,  tui 
the  universe.  There  can  be  no  revelation  of  God  known  to  man,  constitnted  vnih  t**j 
senses  as  he  is,  but  through  God  or  his  representatives,  liis  works  that  characteriif  "s? 
his  attributes  and  principles.  _ 

We  can  know  notbinff:  o£  God's  writing  bot  by  electricity;  none  of  bis  volumes  W| 
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^e  Orbs  of  the  universe  coostitated  as  mind  is  now.  The  uniyerae  that  reveals  full 
CTidence  fills  all  man's  senses ;  but  how  many  senses  does  the  bible  supply  ?  It  takes 
ihe  revealer  to  prove  revelation,  that  has  no  testimony  after  all.  All  the  assertions  about 
God*8  word  in  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  are  worth  nothing,  without  his  proof. 

God  is  a  universe  problem  not  to  be  solved  in  men^s  looks,  and  mere  earthly  matters. 

Tho  peculiar  god  of  the  peculiar  heavens,  reflects  the  character  of  the  peculiar  people, 
all  to  be  rejected  by  all  rational  minds.  Who  can  be  a  reader  of  the  whole  bible  ?  One 
that  can  analyse  it  in  most  of  its  parts.  What  then  results  ?  The  utmost  satisfaction 
that  it  is  the  most  outrageous  kind  of  book,  ever  published  to  the  world.  If  the  bible 
be  corrupt,  what  must  be  those  who  knowingly  support  it  ?  Who  will  argue,  if  in  his 
senses,  that  one  iota  of  advantage  ought  to  be  permitted  to  it  or  its  advocates  ?  And 
Rothing  but  advantage  has  been  taken  by  it,  all  the  time  of  mind. 

There  are  interpolation  aAer  interpolation  in  the  scriptures,  collusions,  maDufsctures 
of  sentences,  all  to  no  purpose,  as  all  fell  still  born  and  obsolete. 

The  world  is  not  intrinsically  concerned  about  obsolete  bibles  bat  religion,  to  promote 
the  best  social  condition  of  the  world.  The  ubiquity  of  thought  can  only  be  through 
roind,  not  tiirongh  books  or  even  printing  which  are  contingent. 

If  we  had  one  book  that  all  the  world  could  read  in  the  universe,  in  one  unalterable 
kngiiage,  that  would  be  revelation,  and  that  sure  enough  God  has  perfected  for  mind. 
As  I  am  responsible,  I  seek  to  be  correct.  Who  is  responsible  for  the  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion 1  W^ould  any  foolishly  commit  themselves  therefor,  to  perpetrate  perjury  ?  What 
an  idea,  that  the  bible  advances  that  a  part  was  predestinated  from  eternity  to  be  saved, 
and  a  part  to  be  damned,  when  some  of  the  last,  though  not  having  the  peculiar  creed  of 
the  first,  may  far  excel  in  virtue,  truth,  honesty  and  sincerity.  The  honest  part  of  the 
world  has  been  grossly  imposed  upon  in  many  ages  by  these  things,  when  its  every 
object  is  truth,  honest  truth. 

The  poor  world  is  so  simple  minded  as  to  be  caught  by  the  lies  of  a  book,  because  it 
'  states  that  God  said  so  and  so,  when  it  betrays  itself  at  once  by  those  very  statements, 
as  God  does  not  address  those  of  this  earth  but  through  his  word,  cause  and  effect  elabo- 
rated ia  principles  evinced  in  science. 

Korah  was  greater  than  Moses,  as  he  advocated  the  rights  of  mind.  He  was  far  in 
advance  of  such  a  bigot. 

But  the  bible  of  Moses  is  expedient  for  the  organization  of  society.  Where  was 
the  social  organization  of  the  Romans  in  their  civU  polity,  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  in  law,  as  T.  Reavis  of  Gainesville,  Ala.,  and  Kent,  who  particularly  refers  to 
the  excellency  of  the  civil  law,  but  in  the  supremacy  of  mind  ? 

The  Romanists  do  not  wish  the  bible  read  by  the  people,  as  they  know  that  it  is  not 
true. 

All  defenders  of  the  bible  are  only  skilful  sophists,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  able 
if  any  could,  to  maintain  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  but  incompetent  from  the 
nature  of  the  subject.  What  is  the  best  policy  in  such  a  position  ?  To  let  it  all  alone, 
ns  an  impracticable  subject  It  cannot  be  defended  by  any  honest  mind  conscientiously, 
tiiat  must  necessarily  compromise  itself.  Then  mind  must  fall  with  an  untruthful  bible 
advocated. 

Where  is  the  first  effectual  defence  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures?  Does  not 
all  prove  a  flimsy  attempt  from  the  nature  of  the  business,  and  all  the  defenders  turn  out 
mere  sophists  ?  Those  that  are  strenuous  take  up  a  hundred  unessential  points,  and 
advance  them  with  a  pertinacity  worthy  of  a  nobler  cause,  seeking  bibles  for  religion, 
faith  for  truth,  feigning  pious  frauds  of  people  apparently  dying,  then  recovering  and 
t'^liing  tales  of  the  spirit-land,  of  some  in  their  delirium  seeing  sights  and  interpreting 
some  at  the  last  stage  to  suit  their  unholy  purposes. 

The  very  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  has  neither  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  this  is  the  case  to  Apocrypha.  The  whole  bible  is 
apocrypha.  Judgment  is  the  thing  in  all  matters  of  life,  and  that  of  others  should  be 
consulted,  if  ours  be  deficient  correspondently  with  the  facts  of  the  world.  If  any  one 
of  rational  mind  will  read  the  bible  critically  and  exactly,  he  or  she  will  be  bound  to 
reject  the  statements  as  corrupt  and  vitiated. 

The  Creator  premises  and  presents  exact  science,  on  the  principles  of  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth — ^in  the  universal  creation,  his  revelation— the 
whole  universe  his  inspiration. 

Th€  bible  advocates  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  the  whole  pretence.  As  advocates  of 
^phistry,  they  maintain  it  at  all  hazards,  without  conscience  or  truth.  We  impeaoh 
thera  all — ^if  ignorant,  of  error— if  knowing,  of  crime. 

All  the  defenders  of  the  bible  expose  its  deformity  worse  and  worse,  befoire  the  criti- 
cal world,  and  render  rationalism  stronger  every  day,  ,     ^^^^^^ .  ^> 
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I  have  asked  again  and  again  for  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptares,  of  tiios« 
peculiarly  educated ;  and  though  defeated  in  giving  anything  valid,  yet  by  their  pecoliai 
faith,  as  about  ghosts,  they  were  unable  to  leave  the  poisonous  spell,  and  stuck  to  tbeii 
idols. 

Jacob  defrauds  Esau  of  his  birthright,  to  whom  he  afterwards  basely  cringes,  as  s 
sycophant.  By  this  position  it  is  sought  to  defraud  mankind  of  their  birihright,  rcligioo, 
superseding  therefor  superstitious  peculiar  faith. 

The  Jews  were  benefited,  without  doubt,  by  being  carried  to  Babyldn,  as  several  re- 
fused to  return  to  their  native  country ;  and  that  invalidates  much  of  the  supposed  influ- 
ence of  their  faith,  seeing  it  all  a  farce  about  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  worthless  as  that 
of  the  Mormons. 

The  modems  attach  more  importance  to  the  bible  than  the  cotemporary  ancients. 
The  moderns  have  made  themselves  blockheads  about  this,  overlooking  the  progresa 
and  position  of  mind,  that  is  the  whole  to  be  looked  at.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  people. 
that  will  not  see  what  is  so  clear,  thereby  making  themselves  pagan,  to  uphold  conup; 
paganism. 

All  the  efforts  of  all  the  sophists  expose  the  weakness  and  corruptions  of  the  bible, 
plainer  every  day. 

After  all  their  failures,  it  will  then  be  their  bounden  duty  to  help  civilize  the  world 
The  bible  is  not  worth  sending  to  the  heathens,  much  less  retention  among  an  ele- 
vated society ! 

It  is  a  perfect  impossibility,  that  God  should  ever  have  selected  peculiar  faith  people 
or  bibles,  to  be  in  antagonism  with  his  peculiar  functions  and  principles. 

Did  Moses  or  his  manufacturers  seek  to  take  proper  care  of  the  human  family  1  Tbat 
is  what  they  could  not  do. 

You  fear  touching  the  defence  of  your  bible.  You  fear  you  w^ill  lose  your  religion. 
No :  you  will  lose,  as  you  ought,  peculiar  faith,  but  you  will  get  a  nobler  gain,  which  is  ^ 
rational  religion,  that  peculiar  faith  and  bibles  do  not  touch. 

When  ministers  endorse  this  bible,  they  endorse  all  its  heresies  and  frauds—devised 
most  cunningly  for  collusion  and  deceit.  Admit  that  it  was  the  best  of  the  priestoc- 
racy,  that  is  not  the  best  for  the  world  to  receive ;  therefore  let  it  keep  its  place,  out  of 
mind.  Let  it  keep  the  circle  of  bad  company.  God  does  not  need  such  man*8  endorse 
ment,  as  this  libel  of  priestocracy. 

Nothing  less  than  the  whole  bible  is  to  be  taken  by  rational  religionists,  to  defeat  it 
entirely,  and  at  once. 

One  single  prophecy,  of  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan  forever,  to  the  Jews,  vil) 
meet  all  the  subsequent  pretences  of  the  bible  most  effectually  in  bold  relief,  and  anoibi- 
late  it.  It  is  a  fraud  on  the  world  that  the  corpse  is  not  buried.  The  bible,  is  far  more 
modern  than  it  appears.  Its  first  five  books  arc  vitiated  by  interpolations,  and  corrupuJ 
by  alterations,  if  not  originally  a  base  book !  The  bible,  so  hx  from  being  an  aid  of 
civilization,  retards  it. 

Does  Orientalism  ask  for  mastery,  to  carry  out  peculiar  views  1  What  is  the  object 
of  the  bible  of  tradition  ? 

Power  and  dynasty  to  the  greatest  practicable  extent,  embracing  ambition  and  ataricCf 
not  neglecting  revenge  and  envy.  Have  we  any  proof  that  the  people  of  Israel,  so  fai 
from  seeing  Moses  receive  any  book  of  God,  that  they  were  in  existence  1  Howcao 
you  sustain  this  fabric  ?  The  question  is  not  as  to  its  destruction  or  annihilation,  as 
theologians  after  the  truth  must  see  the  entire  contradiction. 

What  shall  we  think  of  the  tears  of  the  people,  shed,  as  related  by  Nehemiah,  at 
hearing  the  law  read  ?  Could  any  of  them  have  ever  known  of  such  a  thing  before' 
As  the  first  set  of  books,  the  fundamental  and  essential  five  of  Moses,  is  vitiatd,  all  thf 
others  are  undoubtedly,  also.  The  object  is  attained  by  the  priestocracy,  if  they  ca" 
fool  their  generation,  and  that  by  the  most  cunning  sophistry  !  And  yet,  in  how  many 
departments  is  this  carried  out,  as  far  as  practicable  !  The  advocates  may  parade  their 
abstract  rules  and  Mosaic  pretensions,  but  one  usurpation  kills  all  such,  stolen  from 
mind,  and  ignorantly  paraded  as  their  property.  All  the  bible  is  stolen  from  min^J- 
whose  rights  have  been  basely  and  ignomimously  usurped  by  mind's  perversions. 

The  whole  is  a  fraud  on  mind  from  mind,  and  the  worst  is,  it  is  the  lowest  despotism. 
deep  cunning,  yet  ignorance  of  mind.  Its  art  has  been  studied,  for  the  world's  deepci-i 
.deception. 

Aa  to  Abraham's  faith,  as  reported,  what  merit  is  there  in  that,  when  he,  as  the  bible 
says,  had  his  god  to  create  it,  by  prophecies  and  miracles  1    Give  us  no  idolatrous  poly- 

famy  of  lustful  patriarchs,  for  a  bible.     The  god  of  Abraham  conversed  with  him,  wn^ 
id  mighty  things,  that  would  have  stamped  Abraliam  recreant  to  all  the  principles  ot 
human  nature,  had  he  not  been  faithful,  as  the  book  purports.     But  what  merit  is  there 
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n  all  that,  tbeo,  provided  the  bible  was  trathful  ?  The  functions  of  Abraham's  faith 
was  aflersight  of  the  miracles  stated,  not  proved. 

But  moderns  are  not  in  similar  or  analogous  circumstances  to  adopt  such  position,  but 
must  reject  all  until  proved,  as  the  part  of  wisdom.  Now  it  is  as  little  as  the  bible  ad- 
vocates can  do,  if  there  was  ever  one  miracle,  to  prove  it  in  their  bible ;  and  to  do  that 
tliey  have  first  to  prove  the  bible.     If  they  do  not,  they  are  impostors. 

'rhe  faith  of  Abraham  is  essential  to  his  circumstances,  as  he  is  affirmed  to  have  been 
an  eye-witness  ;  but  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly,  madness,  or  hypocrisy,  in  those  not 
eujoying  Abraham's  sight  and  hearing,  to  have  analogous  faith,  not  even  having  sight 
uud  iiearing  of  proof,  much  less  of  the  demonstration.  No :  the  world  is  not  to  be 
2'o4)Ie  J  that  way,  and  that  man  is  foolish  or  knavish  to  expect  honorable  credence  of  the 
uurld,  without  he  gives  honest,  truthful,  honorable  proof.  None  such  has  been  given, 
tliough  mind  can  have  no  testimony  without  miracles,  that,  as  extraordinary  in  nature, 
must  bo  performed,  to  be  believed.  Any  minister,  then,  that  fails,  is  dishonorable,  that 
seeks  to  palm  the  bible  of  tradition  on  the  ignorant  mass  of  the  world.  Miracles  or 
tlieir  honorable  proof  is  the  first  step  in  all  sermons,  that  are  perjuries  otherwise. 

Now  the  bible  advocates  will  affect  to  say,  th^it  we  say  the  word  of  God  ought  to  be 
rejocted.  Certainty  we  say  no  such  thing,  not  an  iota  of  it.  The  word  of  God  will  not, 
caunot  be  rejected.  Here  is  the  difference,  the  honorable  difference.  The  book,  tlie 
bible,  gives  not  an  iota  of  proof  of  its  being  God's  word.  It  is  not  an  alphabet  towards 
It,  not  at  all. 

What  is  sacred  history,  as  written  in  the  bible  ?  That  of  superstition !  Will  you 
pollute  your  language  ?  Are  you  not  freer  than  the  slaves  of  Orientalism  ?  Why,  then, 
not  act  up  to  your  high  rights  and  privileges!  Sacred  history  is  the  true  record  of  ra- 
tional religion. 

We  seek  the  validity  of  proof,  of  this  bible  of  tradition.  It  is  God^s  word !  What  is 
tliat  ?  Are  you  to  suppose  it  the  voice  of  a  being  ?  No !  It  is  that  which  addresses 
mind,  originates  thought. 

Believe  the  bible  to  be  God's  word !  We  can  believe  no  ancient  or  modern  story, 
t!tat  has  improbable  things.  How  do  we  know  them  improbable  ?  By  the  best  test, 
that  of  cultivated,  scientific  mind.  I  can  know  no  book  by  name,  only  on  truth.  Faith 
without  truth  is  foolish. 

In  reading  any  or  all  books,  no  matter  the  name,  we  must  adopt  this  as  one  of  the  in- 
fallible standards  of  truth.  All  that  defends  the  bible  of  tradition  is  sophistry,  with  its 
despotic  and  mercenary  policies,  not  principles.  That  policy  is  reckless  of  rational 
principles,  in  the  quagmire  of  superstition,. bigotry  and  blasphemy. 

A  mighty  solution  was  that,  as  most  of  the  bible  is,  in  giving  the  reasons  for  the 
destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  the  cities  of  the  plains,  that  like  all  the  world  is 
eubject  to  natural  causes. 

Angels,  Sales  in  the  preliminary  treatise  in  the  koran  says,  '*  that  the  talmud 
airknuwledges  the  Jews  to  be  indebted  to  the  Persians,  for  the  idea  of  angels.'' 

Then  of  course,  the  whole  bible  is  an  explanation  even  on  that  position. 

Csau  sold  his  birthright,  preferring  to  lay  aside  as  the  eldest  born,  the  teaching  of  the 
(loetriaes  of  his  fathers. 

What  a  rebuke  was  here. 

Jicob  was  an  unprincipled,  avaricious  wretch,  that  went  against  the  doctrines  of  his 
Utlier  s  faith,  to  usurp  that  right  that  could  not  be  transferred. 

Did  God  countenance  or  connive  at  the  transfer  thus  purloined?  Not  if  made  by 
ix.iud  consummated  as  stated,  by  the  intrigue  of  Rebecca,  otherwise  all  the  faith  and 
murulity  are  of  a  piece.  The  peculiar  god  only  did  that,  that  is  the  .peculiar  priest- 
•>cracy  did.  What  good  did  it  do  him,  when  he  cringed  to  Esau,  after  all  that  Isaac 
had  predicted  ?  Jacob  acted  as  the  servant,  cringing  like  an  inferior,  and  paying  trl- 
tJute.    Jacob's  peculiar  faith  is  positively  stolen  from  rational  religion. 

Do  the  preachers  sell  their  birthright  of  religion,  for  peculiar  faith  ?  Do  they  seek 
to  deceive  the  world  on  that  point  ?  The  gospel  is  the  tidings  of  sophistry,  the  libel 
aod  caricature  of  the  God  of  the  universe. 

The  inspiration  of  the  bible  is  that  of  men,  not  of  God. 

Yes,  but  God  wrote  for  the  people  who  were  ignorant.  He  certainly  did  not  write 
to  make  their  ignorance  error,  as  the  ignorant  writers  who  betray  themselves,  for  the 
truth  and  science  are  the  plainest  of  all  to  be  understood.  Man,  not  God,  has  mysti- 
fied the  whole.  To  criticise  the  bible  properly,  we  have  to  take  it  as  jpresenteck,  sub- 
stantially and  as  it  reads.  Is  the  bible  of  tradition,  a  true  picture  of  Deity's  mind, 
attributes  or  principles  ? 

It  is  all  assumption  about  direct  revelation.  The  world  has  not  made  the  right  nse, 
Qor  asserted  its  rights  of  mind.     Revelation  as  pretended,  has  not  perfected  man's  hap- 
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piness  nor  wisdom.     It  has  not  done  as  well  as  mind^s  wisdom.     How  are  we  any  wiser, 
by  the  Mosaic  theogony  ? 

Direct  revelation  takes  away  free  agency,  and  leares  mind  nothing  to  do,  and  desti- 
tute of  merit. 

The  revelation  of  the  universe  is  the  thing. 

All  bible  advocates  assume  that  their  bible  is  correct,  and  that  their  peculiar  faith  i» 
right;  very  clear  of  all  such.  As  to  some  of  the  ancient  philosophers  being  assuruel 
as  wanting  revelation,  it  must  be  proved  that  their  philosophy  was  up  to  science;  it  \^» 
not — clearly  so.  False  positions  are  taken  in  philosophy  and  faiih.  Philosophy  is  ou!v 
advanced  as  the  knowledge  of  science  is,  and  the  world  knows  that  mind  ha»  onl} 
opened  the  position  for  investigation.  The  question  has  never  been  analyzed,  much 
less  •answered.  We  can  most  clearly  and  conclusively  rule  out  all  revelation,  by  ana- 
lysis of  the  very  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  The  whole  proof  of  inspi- 
ration of  any  book,  is  its  truth,  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Mo  perbun 
should  decide  any  such  question  till  properly  investigated  by  him  or  her,  to  be  convert 
of  truth  and  religion. 

In  reply  to  bible  advocates,  we  say  a  Divine  revelation  is  needed  to  most,  who  claim 
that  they  have  a  revelation.  The  morals  of  individuals  and  chvrehes  prove  it.  AJl 
their  present  bible  revelation  does  not  lead  them  to  the  true  God  or  religion. 

Bible  advocacy,  priestocracy  lied  for  kings,  who  burnt  mankind  for  them.  What 
thanks  does  mankind  owe  both  these,  their  arch  enemies  ? 

How  can  the  bible  be  a  book  of  religion,  when  it  violates  the  very  first  principle*! 
Before  people  start  on  the  authority  of  this  book,  the  advocates  must  be  properly 
assured  of  its  authenticity,  or  they  are  in  the  category  of  holders  of  bank  notes  that  art 
spurious,  counterfeit,  which  they  issue  ignorantly  or  knowingly. 

Esau  was  a  better,  honester  man  than  Jacob,  who  defrauded  Esau  of  his  biithrightr 
as  the  priestocracy  seek  to  defraud  the  world  of  its  birthright  religion,  superseding  it  by 
peculiar  faith.     Do  you  call  that  religion  in  Jacob,  where  fraud  prevails  ? 

The  race  of  Esau  was  finally  conquered  and  absorbed  Jike  myriads  of  nations.    Tkat 
of  Jacob  has  been  repeatedly  conquered,  enslaved,  cruelly  oppressed,  partly  extern>i-  ! 
nated,  scattered  over  the  world,  persecuted  on  all  hands,  and  now  are  not  at  peace  with  I 
the  whole  world,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  God,  who  has  no  antagonism  in  al!  he 
does.     The  antagonism  of  the  world  and  Judaism,  disproves  and  eondemns  the  la^s, 
and  all  founded  thereon. 

Now  where  would  be  the  Jews,  if  the  w(H-ld  had  treated  them  as  they  treated  the 
owners  of  the  countries  they  pirated  on?  They  would  have  been  exterminated 
totally. 

The  ancients  looked  not  at  principles,  but  for  masters,  whose  dictatorial  words  tboy 
dared  not  dispute. 

A  book  then  passed  current  for  a  time,  because  it  was  a  book !  Tlie  scriptures  (3o 
not  begin  the  record  of  religion,  because  they  are  the  most  positive  record  of  pccuIiaT 
faiths  and  after-thoughts  of  man,  therefore  they  da  not  reach  God^s  fore-tliougb^s. 
They  are  thus  absolutely  condemned,  unquestionably  and  unequivocally.  There  is  but 
one  sacred  history  of  God,  and  that  is  his  works  that  are  read  through  the  correct 
translation  of  science,  at  the  same  time  in  ubiquity  by  all  of  bilbons  ef  worlds. 

His  word  is  cause  and  effect :  the  result,  the  universe. 

The  Jew  circumcision  is  a  vulgar  barbarism  without  the  least  pretence  to  civilizatjon, 
the  highest  test  on  earth  of  religion.  Circumcision  then  condemns  Judaism,  as  the 
most  contemptible  of  peculiar  faiths. 

The  Jews  no^v  have  enough  to  provoke  war  among  tliose  with  whom  they  sojoom. 
It  is  even  in  this  free  country,  but  a  miserable  toleration. 

As  to  the  one  race  of  niankir>d,  the  world  mast  speak  not  by  any  book  pretence, 
written  by  ignorant  writers,  who  have  impiously  palmed  it  on  the  world  for  God's ;  but 
of  the  actual  variety  of  the  human  species.  "Was  Adam  white,  biack  or  red!  Was  lit 
not  red,  from  his  name  ? 

Tlie  bible  absurdly  makes  a  mixed  race  with  the  Adamic,  of  pigantic  sixe.  ^  ^ 
have  the  black  or  A^icao^  Indian  red,  the  white,  besides  intermediates,  not  less  than 
tve  in  all. 

IIow  many  more  that  are  extinct  we  do  not  know  ;  as  we  do  not  know  the  world  s 
history,  I  dissent  from  the  position  that  it  is  a  trne  exposition  of  the  race  of  mankind, 
any  more  than  telling  or  writing  of  a  miracle  is  conclusive  at  all. 

The  nature  of  bible  faith  requires  prior  performance  of  the  miracle,  as  it  is  certain  th'j 
writers  knew  nothing  about  it.  The  statement  in  the  bible  cannot  elicit  belief,  as  thai 
is  necessarily  credulity.  If  miracles  be  essential  to  faith,  of  course  to  prevent  colliJ- 
aion,  such  mind  must  have  them  performed.     Man  has  falsified  God^a  province  iaregara 
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to  prophecies,  that  his  agent,  time,  alone  decides.  The  scriptures  of  ink  are  too  paltry 
to  testify  of  God,  creator  of  the  universe  that  alone  testifies  with  its  billions  of  orbs  and 
systems  of  suns.  God's  word,  cause  and  effect,  destroy  all  pretences  of  miracles  ;  pro- 
phecies and  their  bibles.  The  repudiation  of  the  Jews  of  the  loans,  as  acknowledged  in 
;hp  bibie,  was  a  theft  on  the  confiding  Egyptians,  who  were  friendly,  as  proved  by  this 
» cry  ac;t.  Was  it  not  the  king  that  was  absolute,  who  was  to  blame'?  How  could  the 
poor  E^ptians  help  themselves?  Why  is  it  that  this  nation  of  Palestine,  that  had 
^A'\i  illustrious  peculiar*  advantages,  did  not  enlighten  the  whole  world,  and  make 
known  by  prophecy  what  was  unknown  to  it,  a  whole  continent  of  unredeemed  souls, 
wtjo  had  not  the  bread  of  life  ?  If  they  did  not  know  of  it  they  were  knaves,  if  they 
did,  they  were  impostors,  in  both  cases  unworthy  of  the  world's  confidence. 

Why  was  not  the  same  essential  good,  equivalent  to  that  claimed  for  the  Je«irs,  be- 
stowed on  the  whole  world  cotemporary  ?  Did  not  God  create  all  ?  How  were  the 
balance  more  culpable  or  less  worthy  than  the  Jews  ? 

Did  they  all  have  peculiar  revelations,  to  try  their  souls  and  faith?  This  question 
decides  the  crime  of  such  doctrines,  and  the  miserable  condition  of  the  Jews  to  this  day 
proves  the  effects  of  those  errors. 

Why  will  the  modern  priestocracy  still  debase  itself  befiare  this  ignoble  idolatry,  so 
vain  and  ineffectual  for  the  good  of  the  whole  ?  Both  sides  of  all  this  question  should 
be  heard  and  known,  through  Ifectures  to  the  people.  The  American  people  might  not 
to  let  it  alone  any  longer.  All  such  bibles  were  made  expressly  for  deceptidb  and  col« 
ksion^  to  benefit  monarchical  and  hierarchal  participants  over  mind's  rights. 

Strange,  indeed,  that  mind  has  to  refer  to  the  little  country  of  Palestine,  and  its  half-  ^ 
civilized  people,  for  an  example  of  civilization  which  they  did  never  possess. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  out  of  the  way  statements,  and  require  analogous  proof. 
They  cannot  be  demonstrated  true,  as  they  have  not  the  dignity  of  truth.  God  has  said, 
thiit  is,  it  is  assumed,  to  have  given  them  to  man.  Now,  where  at  present  is  God 
speaking  to  man  ?  Where  is  demonstrative  proof  that  God  ever  talked  with  man,  past 
©r  present  time  1 

God  does  not  appear  to  us,  therefore  it  is  all  false.  Does  half  the  world  actually 
know  what  is  essential  to  faith,  when  it  mentions  or  discusses  the  authenticity  of  the 
jicripturesi  No  wonder  the  priestocracy,  that  includes  the  host  of  pidpit  men  of  all 
grades  and  peculiar  faith,  sneak  from  this  question.  Many  of  them,  if  intelligent,  must 
be  secretly  deists  or  rank  infidels,  as  they  call  deists. 

It  is  too  bad  to  quiz  the  world  as  the  preachers  are  doing,  and  make  it  pay  therefor. 
Now  the  quizzer  ought  to  pay  for  the  fraud-farce.  What  prior  right  or  superior  claims 
has  any  one,  by  books  or  pretences  that  are  false,  to  claim  any  respect  of  the  world  ? 

Have  they  not  cheated  the  world,  the  people,  mankind  long  enough  ? 

If  all  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  are  overthrown,  as  they  necessarily  must  be  by  the  light 
of  rational  religion,  then  the  peculiar  faith,  with  its  collusive  priestocracy,  goes  too. 

We  are  for  this  religion.  But  the  priestocracy  pretend  that,  if  we  deny  the  bible,  we 
nnequivucally  deny  any  history.  Not  at  all ;  as  all  true  histories  prove  themselves, 
being  sustained  by  cotemporaries  on  reasonable  facts ;  but  the  bible  is  not  history,  nor 
a  portraiture  of  rational  facts. 

It  assumes  more,  and  for  that  assumption  cannot  be  proved  by  its  best  friends.  It 
would  kill  the  reputation  for  veracity  of  any  of  them,  knowingly  to  justify  its  false  pre- 
tences.    No  peculiar  faith  story  can  be  justified. 

The  bible  of  tradition,  doubtlessly,  will  become  a  museum  curiosity,  to  be  wondered 
at  in  future  times. 

Of  the  many  advocates,  how  few  would  be  left  if  they  were  to  investigate  the  truths 
of  creation. 

That  is  the  way  the  world  of  mind  will  believe,  when  the  way  is  made  rationally 
plain. 

When  we  look  at  the  world,  we  must  have  due  respect  to  its  analysis  of  the  different 
races  and  their  capacity.  If  it  be  pretended  that  ancient  Africa  offered  no  reason  of 
her  present  debased  state,  we  may  see  at  once  the  force  of  the  reason. 

The  northern  portion  was  peopled  in  part,  by  a  first  race  of  people,  as  the  Carthage- 
nians,  the  interior  by  a  wild  and  uncivilized  set  of  barbarians,  who  murdered  their  pris- 
oners or  sold  them  as  slaves.  Slavery  has  been  one  of  the  means  of  humanity,  and  as 
the  light  of  mind  increases,  will  be  alleviated. 

Partial  investigation  into  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  is  worse  than  none.  Bibles 
of  tradition  are  after-thoughts  for  the  peculiar  faith  of  priestocracy.  Is  it  not  meritori- 
ous to  expose  the  impositions  of  bibles  of  tradition  ? 

The  bible  is  God's  inspiration,  adapted  to  man  as  he  was. 

That  is  all  false  pretence.    It  was  man's  work,  proving  itself  adapted  to  his  state  of 
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ignorance.  It  is  man's  inspiration  of  man,  and  ignorant,  botching  man  at  that!  As  to 
&e  bible,  the  only  thing  rational  about  it  cannot  be  had,  that  is  proof  of  its  authenticity. 

Shall  any  dare  say  that  we  scoff  at  religion,  because  to  get  at  it  we  exclude  the 
bibles  of  tradition  and  peculiar  faith  that  stand  in  the  way  ? 

In  going  for  religion,  we  go  for  all  that  is  rational  and  just.  The  biUe  of  tradition 
is  the  chart  of  sophistry,  humbuggery,  imposition,  fraud,  and  false  pretence. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  decide  all  this  question  of  reference  to  truth  and  facts,  for  all  re- 
lates to  peculiar  faith  that  does  not  relate  to  rational  religion.  • 

The  inadequacy  of  pretended  revelation  is  manifest,  as  is  clear  to  every  mind  but  to 
men  base  and  degraded  as  Moses,  Abraham,  and  hosts  of  such. 

These  men  did  have  religion  revealed  directly  by  God  to  them.  What  God  ?  The 
little  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews !  He  did  not  have  it  to  give.  Ail  such  peculiar  ma- 
chinery was  peculiarly  impracticable. 

All  the  potent  means  of  revelation,  as  printing,  the  electric  telegraph,  and  all  proper 
appliances  would  have  accompanied  direct  revelation,  to  give  .the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  number. 

Direct  revelation  implies  the  most  direct  gifls  to  man  ;  but  as  he  did  not  get  them,  of 
course  he  did  not  get  such  revelation.  The  art  of  printing  is  more  of  a  revelation  of 
genius  of  mind. 

What  does  it  prove,  that  the  ancient  philosophers  admitted  the  necessity  of  a  rercla- 
tion  1     Itsmuthenticity  ? 

The  observations  of  those  called  philosophers  only  proved  that  their  philosophy  was 
defective.  If  mind,  the  beneficiary,  take  proper  cognizance  of  all  the  bible  matters  in 
*all  its  essential  comprehensiveness,  it  will  find  that  God  alone  is  an  unexceptionable 
and  indispensable  witness  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures. 

Out  of  the  very  great  number  of  particulars  of  time,  place,  persons,  &c.,  mentioned 
in  the  Old  Testament,  is  proof  drawn  against,  not  for  it.  How  far  has  the  bible  been 
corrupted  1  Of  course  not  less  than  peculiar  interests  required.  Three  bold  and  glar- 
ing interpolations  detected,  serve  to  prove  the  vitiation  of  the  whole,  as  several  perjuries 
in  a  witness's  statement  serve  to  exclude  him  from  all  honorable  courts  of  justice.  That 
is  all  that  is  necessary  in  such  a  tribunal,  that  cannot  be  required  to  expose  every  idea. 
Genesis  xxxvi.  31  is  enough  of  itself ;  but  when  we  add  the  last  chapter  of  Deoteronumyf 
the  matter  is  most  conclusive.  Is  it  not  most  dishonest  to  let  this  imposition  continue ! 
The  books  of  Moses  alone,  are  vitiated  enough  for  all. 

Yet  the  unblushing  and  brazen  priestocracy,  who  are  bribed  and  feed  on  the  part  of 
governments  united  to  church  for  greater  despotism,  will  contend  that  the  books  aie 
genuine  t    Are  they  also  authentic  1 

An  authentic  history  is  one  thing,  a  bible  is  another. 

The  advocacy  of  the  Mosaic  bible  cannot  refute  the  corruption,  to  say  the  least  of  the 
Pentateuch. 

How  far  that  corruption  extends,  we  do  not  know ;  but  suffice  it  that  it  is  corrupt. 

W^hat  a  pitiful  state,  to  have  to  feign  answers  to  refute  positive  facts  in  the  bible  . 
Is  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  pure  religion?  How,  then, can  the 
professors  countenance  all  this  infamy  ?  They  have  to  yield  bible  or  religion,  for  both 
cannot  go  together.     All  the  words— -divine,  testament,  covenant — ^are  all  forgeries. 

What  patriot  does  not  desire  his  noble  country  exempt  from  such  foul  imposition  ? 

God  is  so  supremely  greater  than  priestocracy's  corruption,  that  his  works  and  word 
all  came  togctiier,  and  excluded  miracles  and  revelations  of  after-thoughts.  His  mighty 
structure  begets  admiration  in  mind,  that  must  truly  adore  the  author. 

The  bible  of  tradition  supporters  have  considered  what  is  politic  for  dynasty  and 
power,  not  what  is  true  and  beneficial  for  the  people.  This,  like  every  other  suhji-'ct, 
sliould  be  open  for  popular  discussion.  No  pretended  feelings  should  beget  false  posi- 
tions and  views.  The  bible  cannot  elicit  the  respect  and  confidence  of  Uie  world,  and 
ought  to  be  dismissed  and  discountenanced,  as  it  is  not  a  work  in  good  faith  to  benefit 
the  world.     It  is  the  injury  and  disgrace  of  mind. 

The  bible  of  tradition  advocates  are  nonplused.  Honest  men  must  see  their  corrup- 
tion, and  must  acknowledge  and  expose  it,  or  be  silent.  The  strategy  of  subtle 
sophistry  has  been  used  by  the  bible  advocates,  till  it  will  not  avail  them.  They  have 
made  hypocrites,  and  dupes  or  atheists,  where  the  mind  was  not  well  balanccKl  to  espouse 
the  sublime  truths  of  monotheism. 

Now,  after  the  first  five  books  are  vitiated  with  interpolations  fixed  up  with  tfcl?o 
dates,  the  whole  dependent  thereon  must  fall.  Are  not  the  advocates  confuted  ?  ^.y 
they  not,  as  honest  men,  retire  from  their  own  overwhelming  defeat,  but  mingle  viUi 
the  corruption — identify  themselves  therewith? 

What  a  botch  the  ignorant  but  designing  priestocracy  seek  to  make  of  God^s  universe^ 
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only  of  themselves.  The  bible  is  Jew  and  Christian  oracles— canningly  devised  and 
kept  up.  Unwarrantable  licenses  have  been  taken  in  writing  and  corrupting  the  scrip- 
^res,  to  suit  the  complexion  of  the  times. 

Are  not  the  interpolations  of  the  pentateuch  of  this  order?  Bible  superstitions  are 
as  liard  to  eradicate  as  ghosts^  superstitions.  Grant  the  fabricators  the  deepest  learning, 
\stii.-ii  is  not  admitted,  it  is  sophistry  or  learning  prostituted.  There  are  no  forgeries 
in  the  bibie  !  It  is  all  a  blasphemous  forgery  and  libel  on  God,  made  up  by  collusion  of 
j>rio*>t»cracy,  bribed  and  seduced  by  mental  prostitution,  through  money  and  power.  It 
IS  a  fund  for  world  sophistry.  The  origin  and  advocacy  of  the  bible  came  from  preten- 
sions and  assumptions  of  the  priestocracy.  To  that,  the  world  is  indebted  for  the 
aii\ancement  of  faith,  not  merely  historical,  but  saving,  otherwise  the  hearer  is  to  be 
damned. 

''i'lie  bible  was  a  dead-letter,  necessarily,  in  its  conception,  much  less  its  propagation. 
Part  of  ir  is  proved,  it  is  asserted,  as  regards  the  deluge,  by  the  phenomena  ou  the 
earth.  Those  phenomena  are  doubtlessly  due  to  organic  causes,  not  to  incidental  con- 
tin  t;ence8. 

\N'lio  represent  the  witnesses,  the  Jews,  who  saw  Moses  perform  the  miracles  ?  Dead 
letters ! 

What,  do  we  deny  history  ?  Not  at  all ;  we  only  deny  its  counterfeits.  That  the 
JewsMid  receive  laws,  as  no  nation  can  exist  without  them,  is  not  denied,  but  who 
proves  ^eir  identity  with  divine  inspiration  ?  I  admit  the  laws  and  history  as  human, 
an<i  very  poor  ones  indeed,  if  we  look  at  the  witch  part,  &c.  But  more  is  an  imposition 
and  fraud. 

When  the  arch  priestocracy  affect  to  talk  to  their  God,  how  imposing  it  seems,  yet 
this  is  not  religion  at  all.  The  man  is  furthest  from  it,  very  clear  of  it.  Socrates  was 
as  near,  when  he  required  the  sacrifice  of  a  cock  to  ^sculapius.  When  we  strip  off 
the  mantle  of  pretensions,  we  can  see  the  proper  analysis.  Why  were  the  Jews  so 
idolatrous  1     The  view  just  embraced  explains. 

It  was  all  the  idolatry  and  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy,  who  took  the  degraded 
view  of  low  human  nature  for  immediate  profits.  The  Jews  did  not  know  enough  of 
the  God  of  the  universe  to  do  any  good.  They  knew  the  peculiar  god  of  priestocracy. 
Neither  covenant  was  correct,  as  they  clashed  with  principles  through  sectarianism. 
The  God  of  the  universe  has  no  such  machinery  as  covenant,  prophecies,  &c.  The 
tyninny  of  the  bible  and  the  priestocracy  over  mind,  is  execrable.  -AH  the  bibles  of 
tradition  are  most  dangerous,  the  source  of  which  cause  more  bloodshed  and  ill  will  and 
rancor  in  the  world,  than  all  others  known.  This  and  analogous  verbal  oracles  are  and 
were  leading  causes  all  over  the  world,  when  resolved  by  the  beauty  and  strength  of 
analysis  into  first  elements.  Jews,  as  well  as  nations  of  the  earth,  owe  it  to  themselves 
to  see  justice  done  them  in  government  and  religion.  The  polygamy  of  Abraham,  &c., 
misl'-d  Mahomet  and  others  fabricating  bibles  of  tradition,  as  well  as  tlie  licentious 
inclined  in  all  circles. 

Do  I  say  that  the  bible  of  Moses  is  among  the  most  demoralizing  books  in  the  world? 
What  is  the  Mahometan  faith,  that  emanated  from  this  foul  and  disgraceful  source,  the 
foulest  blot  on  human  nature  ?  What  is  its  vice  about  women  ?  How  many  are  divorced 
by  one  husband  1  According  to  Dr.  Paulding,  who  resided  among  them,  the  Mahom- 
medans  can  marry  and  divorce  wife  after  wife. 

The  Ishmaelites  look  up  to  Abraham  for  polygamy,  and  what  is  all  that  but  legalized 
prostitution  with  oriental  despotism  ?  The  Mahometan  faith  enslaves  and  prostitutes 
women.  Is  it  not  better  to  have  wise  laws  framed  to  virtue,  that  is,  the  recognition  of 
principles,  than  base  bibles  framed  to  vicel  Dr.  Paulding  declares  that  the  guilt  of 
any  falsehood,  in  the  opinion  of  Mahomedans,  is  immediately  expiated  by  the  repetition 
of  two  words.  The  corruption  of  polygamy  is  awful.  It  elicits  with  the  Mahomedans 
the  most  unnatural  and  degrading  vice,  not  to  be  named  in  the  civilized  circle. 

Congratulate  yourselves,  females  of  America  and  part  of  Europe,  that  you  have  the 
blessings  of  mind  diffused  over  your  happy  land,  and  that  you  can  rejoice  in  the  name 
of  wife,  children,  freedom,  and  virtue,  and  that  vou  have  a  home  indeed,  all  of  which 
render  sacred  the  family.     AH  this  is  due  to  the  illustrious  stand  of  enlightened  roan. 

To  reform  people  of  other  faiths,  you  nnist  faithfully  reform  yourselves.  We  demand 
of  you  in  the  first  place,  before  you  quote  the  odious  bible  for  ofifence  or  defence,  to 
prove  its  authenticity,  to  adduce  its  authority,  otherwise  we  require  your  positive  silence. 
rio  bibles  of  tradition  can  prove  a  Creator ;  then  they  cannot  prove  themselves,  afVer 
the  foolish  asaumptioiw  of  advocates.  The  first  step  is  false,  and  therefore  all  is  inef- 
fectual. The  bible  is  called  the  Word  of  God.  God  himself  must  testify  to  that  asser- 
tion, else  it  devolves  and  recoils  on  man  as  a  base  and  infamous  fabrication.  The  bible 
of  tradition  cannot  prove  a  Creator,  while  it  libels  him. 
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The  bible  can  never  get  the  confidence  of  rational  mind,  as  it  fosters  the  one  idea  of 
peculiarity  of  faith.     Rationality  is  not  peculiar. 

Could  the  world  ever  be  half  civilized  by  all  the  capital  that  bibles  usurp  or  abstract 
from  mind  ?  They  are  a  great  and  profound  mystery.  Rather,  a  profound  sophistry. 
The  burlesque  of  the  Jews  about  God  is  evinced  in  the  Talmud  Berachoth,  **Ala8!  that 
I  have  laid  waste  my  house,  and  suffered  my  temple  to  be  burnt,  and  sent  my  children 
into  banishment  among  the  heathen,"  &c. 

We  take  nothing  for  granted  in  the  bibles  of  tradition,  or  any  thing  that  priestocracies 
and  their  affiliations  can  say. 

If  the  old  and  new  scriptures  were  a  perfect  harmony,  there  would  be  no  difference 
between  the  Jews  and  Christians,  and  all  would  only  be  followers  of  peculiar  faith. 

Why  is  there  any  difference  between  your  sabbaths  1  Because  men's  opinions  and  in- 
terests differ. 

"  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  Christian,  do  you  love  the  Jew,  Ma- 
homedan,  Mormon  ?  Do  ye  not  ardently  study  to  get  ignoble  advantage  of  each  other 
and  the  world  1 

The  bible  is  irreligious ;  it  does  not  make  God  any  thing  of  the  great  God  of  the  uni- 
verjje.  The  more  peculiar  it  is,  the  more  it  diverges  from  God,  Piratical  opinionifets 
and  usurpers  do  not  listen  to  reason. 

There  is  no  fallen  condition  of  man.  It  is  a  libel  on  God  and  man.  It  is  an  ufrisic^ 
of  mind  all  the  time,  more  or  less.  The  bible  is  potent  for  evil.  When  a  maji  is  cor- 
nered about  his  faith  in  the  bible,  he  places  his  peculiar  faith  in  mystery  !  Men  inlhe 
pidpit  assume  that  God  has  written  the  bible !  What  a  profanation,  a  desecration ! 
God  has  been  pleased  to  declare  his  will  by  his  works ;  that  is  demonstrable. 

Bible  writers  make  mysteries,  so  that  the  advocates  cannot  solve  them,  about  predes- 
tination, trinity,  &c. 

Moses  had  to  drub  his  people  into  superstition,  by  slaughter  of  thousands.'  Ah.  but 
he  had  witnesses  of  his  deeds  and  miracles,  to  satisfy  his  people,  it  is  pretended. 
Where  are  they  ?  Will  all  such  statements  go  through  as  authenticated  proof,  in  an 
honorable  court  of  justice? 

Any  direct  revelation  from  God  would  commend  itself  universally,  as  his  character  is 
universal,  not  peculiar.  We  have  the  very  best  evidence  how  the  scriptures  were  fab- 
ricated from  the  miracles  of  the  Romans,  as  the  liquefaction  of  the  blood  of  St.  Janoa- 
rius.  How  came  the  children  of  Israel  to  believe  Moses  ?  On  the  same  ground  that 
the  whole  world  came  to  believe  in  its  whole  systems  of  polytheism.  All  the  arti/iees, 
the  frauds,  force,  sophistries  of  priestocracies  brought  it  about.  It  is  idle  to  affect  that 
bad  men  could  not  write  such  bibles,  when  that  was  the  profession  of  all  ancient  pricstr 
ocracies. 

The  bible  is  a  complex  thing,  a  mixture  legend  of  history  and  peculiar  faith,  the  first 
being  in  disgraceful  company.  How,  then,  can  rationalists  be  honestly  asked  to  believe 
it?  Some  advocates  affect  that  the  fabrications  of  the  bible  or  scripture  impostors  were 
too  good  to  do  such  a  thing.  The  facts  prove  them  to  have  done  tlie  very  thing.  Has 
not  the  world  been  engaged  in  all  such,  time  out  of  mind  ? 

Are  not  all  these  mere  editions  upon  editions  of  pagan  idolatry,  and  all  the  concomi- 
tant despotism  ? 

There  have  been  analogous  efforts  in  all  ages  known  to  us,  correspondent  to  the  con- 
ditions of  mind. 

But  the  advocates  for  revealed  faith  bind  themselves  to  the  car  of  its  idolatr)',  and 
worship  at  the  shrine  of  its  superstition,  never  seeking  to  be  wiser.  Can  any  thin^  be 
more  ridiculous  than  the  ignoble  pretensions  of  faith,  that  is  a  perfect  nonentity,  iiv\j^ 
backed  by  reason  and  truth  ?  All  the  book  false  pretences  about  revelation  and  inspire- 
tion  cannot  compare  at  all  with  the  sublime  proof  that  God  has  left  of  himself  in  a  uni- 
verse of  cause  and  effect,  making  himself  the  Great  First  Cause.  If  there  be  revelation 
or  inspiration  established  by  God,  he  would  not  let  such  fall  through  because  of  proo|- 
Now,  where  are  the  indisputable  proofs  of  both  ?  Do  men  of  mind,  patriots  of  purity, 
need  any  better  proof  or  argument  of  self-delusion  about  books  and  all  their  pretences, 
than  those  furnished  by  the  Mormons  ? 

All  writings  are  analogous,  and  must  be  put  on  analogous  position.  If  not  authentic 
history,  but  purporting  to  be  revelation  and  inspiration,  of  course  we  must  have  the 
proper  proof  of  such,  ere  any  honest  sound  mind  can  begin  justly  to  believe  them.  1' 
any  book  is  set  up  above  history,  it  must  have  correlative  proof.  Who  gives  the  inter- 
pretation and  solution  of  bible  mysteries,  prophecies,  &c.  ?  It  is  mind,  which  concln- 
sively  proves  that  that  alone  is  the  medium,  through  science,  for  reason.  . 

How  comes  it  that  monotheism  or  deism,  in  which  the  world  is  primarily  concerneu, 
as  regards  religion,  is  postponed  for  pretended  bible  revelations  ? 
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Has  social  proscription  established  her  inquisition? 

How  comes  it  that  the  people  cannot  hear  both  sides  of  this  mighty  question  fairly 
a.nd  honorably,  ere  partisan  views  are  taken  ?  It  is  to  the  world,  the  people,  that  this 
subject  must  be  addressed,  who  must  analyze  for  themselves  the  whole  position.  How 
ahall  we  explain  all  the  difficult  passages  of  bibles  of  tradition  ? 

Do  you,  intelligent  American,  complain  of  fanatics  growing  like  weeds,  in  this  lovely 
country  ?  • 

Did  you  not  proscribe  rational,  the  only  religion  that  would  save  all  from  fanaticism  ? 

The  only  fair  way,  both  sides,  is  literal  interpretation  of  the  scriptures.  We  must 
avoid  all  metaphor,  as  far  as  practicable.  Can  the  morals  of  the  world  be  amended  or 
governed  by  ^ny  revelation  or  inspiration  that  is  pretended  1  Can  any  answer  ade- 
quately but  that  which  approaches  the  soundest  principles  of  reason,  responsive  to  the 
best  standard  of  Deity  ? 

All  such  bibles  are  the  emanations  of  priestocracies  and  despotisms,  the  union  of  col- 
lusion, most  conclusively  so.  If  the  fountain  head  be  notoriously  untrue,  how  can  truth 
be  honored  ?  The  bible  is  too  antiquated  in  its  peculiar  characteristics ;  mind  does  not 
require  mere  notions,  crude  and  absurd,  but  universal  principles,  and  the  appropriate 
progress  of  those  principles.  All  the  bible  shows  man,  the  priest  man,  the  priest's  pe- 
culiar god.  This  has  pretended  to  tell  of  conversations  had,  and  many  particular  things 
that  never  were  mentioned  or  transpired  since  the  universe  was  made  as  it  is. 

The  world  has  to  guard  against  all  these. 

All  its  prophets  are  false,  and  cannot  admit  of  anything  but  false  pretensions  and  in- 
terpretations. Half  the  world  has  been  slave  vassal  to  demagogues  ;  monarchs  and  a 
host  of  right-invaders  influence  writers,  to  prevent  the  people's  good.  Of  what  use  is 
pretended  revelation,  when  all  bibles  of  traditions  present  only  false  pretences  of  inspi- 
ration? So  far  is  revelation  from  revealing  the  future,  it  does  not  define  the  present. 
Gud  would  not  use  locally  a  second  imperfect  means  of  all  languages  to  do  what  his 
sublime  genius  had  consummated  in  one  mighty  universal  language  for  time,  ubiquity 
and  eternity.     What  is  pretended  to  be  revealed  faith  is  impotent  and  imbecile. 

Rational  religion  teaches  by  bullion ;  the  author  is  counterfeit  throughout.  What 
the  bible  has,  it  has  usurped  from  mind.  The  world  needs  true  capital,  not  base  coun- 
terfeits. God  is  to  be  adored  by  mind,  not  worshipped  by  superstition  or  idolatry.  The 
change  of  God,  in  which  the  scriptures  abound,  is  a  libel,  as  he  is  immutable.  The 
change  is  to  be  in  sinful  beings.  Man  is  mutable.  The  scriptures,  so  far  from  being 
a  mirror  reflective  of  God's  word,  is  its  worst  caricature.  They,  on  that  basis,  must  be 
untrue,  as  God  could  not  caricature  himself. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  do  not  touch  the  subject  of  religion,  for  they  are  treatises  of 
peculiar  faiths,  with  which  the  civilized  world  has  nothing  to  do.  Such  concerns  the 
priestocracy,  not  the  people. 

Moses'  bible  purports  to  give  a  creation  of  the  world,  fall  of  man,  universal  deluge,  a 
brief  history  of  the  race  of  man  till  that  event,  also  an  account  of  the  separation  of  a 
particular  family,  the  germ  of  a  nation.  All  this  is  fable,  much  of  it  is  truly  false  sci- 
ence. The  second  dispensation  affects  abrogation  of  God's  law.  God  does  not  abro- 
gate any  law ;  but  man  does,  in  his  after  knowledge.  The  bible  presents,  in  its  portion, 
desertion  of  solemn  principles ;  it  then  has  no  principles,  but  sectarianism.  The  people 
should  read,  know,  understand  and  discuss,  for  full  knowledge  all  such  subjects. 
None  can  believe  all  the  bible,  yet  faith  in  all  is  enjoined  as  an  absolute  and  positive 
injunction.  P^uU  faith  in  such  bibles  is  hypocrisy,  deficient  faith  is  invalid.  No  free- 
man should  ever  think  of  making  up  his  mind. until  he  knows  both  sides  of  the  question 
— all  that  the  subject  of  religion  admits  of.  All  rational  beings  should  analyze  this 
whole  matter.  t 

What  produced  fanatical  piratical  crusades  ?  Peculiar  faith  of  bibles  of  tradition 
and  martial  ambition.  The  wholq  bible  was  then,  as  now,  but  totally  inefficient  with 
its  own  partisans,  much  less  the  world,  to  effect  a  universal  pacification  or  love.  Then, 
mind  had  not  been  enlightened.  If  this  scripture  do  not  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  according  to  the  most  dignified  taste  of  jurisprudence,  it  is 
Yitiated,  and  unworthy  to  stand  before  man,  much  less  God,  whom  it  libels. 

The  world  should  strip  ofif  this  false  coloring,  this  infamous  covering.  The  defend- 
ers are  not  only  special  pleaders,  storiographers  and  sophists,  but  most  deeply  preju- 
diced. The  bibles  of  tradition  do  not  remove  man  from  the  brutes,  for  they  do  demoral- 
ize and  brutalize  man,  by  all  the  iniquities  of  peculiar  faith.  This  kind  of  book  famil- 
iarizes the  mind  to  the  pusillanimous  perversions  of  reason  and  truth,  substituting  false 
pretences  and  faithlessness.  All  this  would  have  been  long  ago  exploded,  but  for  the 
pecuniary  bribes  of  salaries,  of  official  influence,  and  worst  of  all  by  court  proscriptions 
and  inquisitions  of  governmental  despotisms. 
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Religion  is  no  book-jugglery.  The  decision  against  the  bibles  of  traditioD  is  made 
by  this  conservative  question  of  mind,  Is  this  action  correct,  when  we  wish  to  do  all 
that  is  right  ?  Talk  of  inspiration  and  revelation,  when  we  have  neither  moral,  physi- 
cal, intellectual,  or  religious  science,  by  any  such  !  No  bible  of  tradition  throws  or  can 
throw  any  light  on  the  subject  of  religion,  for  it  is  exclusively  on  peculiar  faith.  All 
the  bibles  of  tradition  carry  on  their  face  the  facts  of  their  own  refutation.  It  is  idle 
and  absurd  to  say,  that  they  were  held  authentic  by  any  anterior  to  us,  when  the  proof 
of  their  falsehood  is  borne  on  their  pages.  We  cannot  look  at  any  such  work  as  his- 
tory, or  analagous  to  history,  that  reaches  the  truth  as  near  in  being  the  word  of  Gud, 
as  that  any  people  ever  conquered  the  world.  Analysis  corrects  ail  such.  Moses 
reflected  the  despotism  of  the  times,  having  been  bred  at  court,  and  a  priest  in  bis  mind. 
What  could  not  a  courtier,  a  priest  and  pettifogger  do  1  Six  hundred  thousand  men 
saw  Moses  receive  the  law  from  God.  Where  are  they  now — are  they  here  to  tesrtify 
— will  any  prudent  mind  endorse  that  statement  as  fact  ?  If  all  the  world^s  people,  the 
world's  age  in  the  face  of  cause  and  effect  were  to  endorse  it,  the  perjury  is  scaled 
surely. 

How  did  the  Israelites  become  a  nation  ?  How  came  the  Indians  on  this  continent  1 
All  people  had  an  analogous  start,  and  must  have  lived  somewhere.  It  is  very  unrea- 
sonable to  suppose  them  forty  years  in  a  wilderness,  destitute  of  the  ordinary  process 
of  living,  as  well  for  their  cattle  as  themselves,  the  priestocracy  cattle.  Whit,  do  we 
disbelieve  the  word  of  God  ?  Not  at  all,  we  do  not,  cannot  credit  the  legends  of 
Moses,  that  is  all.  And  if  we  believed  some  little  of  the  probable,  we  could  not  take 
the  balance. 

The  arch  impostors  affected  the  depths  of  antiquity,  and  on  the  face  of  their  book  the 
legend  sticks  out. 

How  did  he  rule  the  Jews?  By  priestocracy,  sophistry,  law,  and  sword.  His  own 
statement  shows  how  many  were  sacrificed  to  that  despotism.  How  came  he  to  get 
such  an  ascendancy  over  the  people  ?  By  the  despotism  of  popular  ignorance,  that  is 
most  conclusively  proved,  when  they  wept  so  at  the  reading  of  the  law  that  was  said  to 
be  in  a  book  found,  that  is,  written  by  the  priestocracy. 

Among  the  worst  features  of  this  matter,  are  the  most  outrageous  and  unnecessary 
false  pretences,  as  the  Nile  river  turned  into  blood !  How  degraded  must  be  that  mind, 
that  calls  this  veracity  of  Moses,  who  only  carried  out  the  oracle  game.  All  peculiar 
faith  bible  of  tradition  oracle-writers  were  conspicuous  in  the  ancient  world,  for  legend 
and  fiction.     All  such,  of  course,  expected  advantages,  as  Numa,  Romulus,  &c. 

When  the  people  consulted  oracles,  they  thought  the  lie  that  the  priestocracy  spoke. 
What  nation  was  witliout  them  ?  It  is  an  exception  to  truth  to  exclude  Moses,  as  Jew, 
Christian,  Mahommedan,  and  Mormon,  are  all  profiting  by  his  pagan  pretences  and 
rules.  The  history  of  priestocracy  to  the  present  day  is  this,  that  they  invented  super- 
stitious faith  beyond  the  time  of  true  history,  and  the  followers  endorse  it  as  true.  The 
priestocracy  are  the  pagan  perjarers,  the  people  the  endorsers. 

And  what  odds  does  it  make  for  one  or  more  to  play  the  oracle  game  of  collusion  1 
Is  any  so  verdant  as  not  to  see  it  ?  Who  are  here  to  contradict  them,  of  all  that  t)ie 
pretence  is  recorded  ? 

All  this  can  be  asserted  with  impunity  then,  but  only  with  ignorant,  corrupt  people, 
who  cheat  themselves. 

Yes,  all  the  acts  of  these  pretended  men  are  blazoned  forth.  Who,  of  the  modems, 
can  endorse  their  deeds?  Is  martyrdom  offered  as  proof?  Fanaticism  begets  that, 
even  among  the  Juggernauts. 

Is  circumcision  offered  as  proof?  The  Egyptians,  Colchians,  Ethiopians,  Phceni- 
cians,  and  other  sftcient  nations,  adopted  that. 

Are  miracles  proof?  The  creation  of  the  universe,  the  word,  the  deed,  cause  and 
effect,  stands  sublimely  above  all  such,  and  invite  mind,  the  beneficiary,  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  First  Great  Cause. 

Are  rites  and  ceremonies  proof?  All  ancient  nations  had  them.  They  were  church 
speculations,  and  liable  to  gross  abuse  and  misconstructions. 

They  have  been  transplanted  to  countries  of  their  adoption  by  the  resident  or  enaigrant 
advocates,  as  well  as  to  posterity,  by  church  membership,  the  easiest  thing  imaginable. 

Are  persecutions  proof?  Have  not  all  important  peculiar  faith  systems  had  their 
day,  their  mutual  persecutions  and  heresies,  and  their  temporary  power  departed  for- 
ever !     Such  will  be  the  case  with  Judaism,  and  all  its  progeny. 

It  takes  no  prophet  to  tell  what  the  wise  judgment  of  cultivated  mind  accurately 
knows.  God  created  the  universe,  and  his  almighty  providence  is  identified  in  the 
sublimity  of  its  magnificence.  How  do  we  know  anything  of  this  ?  The  universe  tt 
the  result  of  cause  and  effect — ^is  referable  to  the  Great  First  Cause,  the  Almighty. 
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'Were  tbe  divisions  of  time  into  weeks,  proof  of-  Moses'  superior  claim  ?  Was  not 
that  extended  to  many  of  the  ancient  nations,  time  beyond  authentic  history  ?  And  was 
it  not  referable  to  the  quarters  of  the  moon  ?  As  well  might  the  year,  the  time  the 
earth  performs  its  annual  rotation  around  the  sun,  be  the  property  of  the  degraded  Jew. 
What  could  the  world  gain,  after  the  exposure  of  the  whole  peculiar  bible's  impositions  ? 
It  will  gain  the  purest  possession  of  religious  dignity.  A  part  may  encounter  the  bitter 
secret  hatred  of  impracticable  bigots,  who  are  unchangeable  because  they  would  involve 
themsehres  in  the  renunciation  of  erroneous  opinions,  that  a  false  pride  precludes. 

The  mass,  misled  by  priestocracy  demagogues,  would  swallow  a  whole  world  of  bibles 
of  tradition  and  peculiar  faith,  enlarging  the  dose  with  devils  and  hells,  witches  and 
damned  spirits  most  congenial,  before  they  will  duly  investigate  and  think  for  themselves 
in  the  pure  regions  of  truth. 

And  what  has  the  bible  of  Moses,  or  those  that  represent  him,  the  priestocracy,  done  ? 
It  has  imposed  on  his  own  people  and  tbe  world  peculiar  faith  for  religion,  false  pre- 
tences of  man  for  the  word  of  God,  the  sword  for  rational  mind.  If  we  are  called  upon 
to  make  allowances  for  the  state  of  those  times,  we  cannot  overlook  the  ample  abuse  of 
their  errors,  especially  by  the  moderns,  who  must  knowingly  propagate  the  heresies  of 
faith. 

Bibles  are  the  means  to  help  cheat  the  world,  that  cheats  itself  the  worst  of  all,  by 
self-delusion,  out  of  the  noblest  benefits  of  mind. 

Where,  world,  is  mind  that  you  have  so  long  disregarded,  oppressed  and  crushed  1 
Solomon  was  considered  after  wisdom ;  he  certainly  proved  that  he  was  after  idolatry 
more. 

To  have  this  bible  God's  inspired  revelation,  it  should  be  certainly  proved  by  him, 
and  nobody  else,  if  his  word,  as  clearly  as  the  God  of  the  universe  proves  himself. 
Exact  knowledge  ought  not  only  to  be  imparted  in  it,  but  such  knowledge  most  posi- 
tively proved  as  coming  from  no  other  source.  As  to  the  Jews  having  the  idea  of  one 
God,  many  ancient  nations  had,  more  or  less,  the  highest  supreme,  as  Jupiter ;  and  the 
others  were  less  divinities.  What  did  Judaism  have  but  a  peculiar  god,  and  the  priest- 
ocracy as  intermediates,  thus  corrupting  the  fountain  source  most  abominably  ?  Now 
all  the  other  schisms  or  sectarianisms  of  Judaism,  as  Christianity,  Mahommedanism, 
Mormonism,  have  multiplied  the  difficulties  of  Judaism,  and  only  varied  the  polytheism. 
The  interpreters  were  the  autocrafts  of  the  oracles.  On  their  basis  about  one  God, 
the  offsprings  are  inferior  to  Judaism,  have  proved  a  prolific  sectarianism,  that  has  con- 
stant schisms. 

There  is  no  stopping  in  any,  as  their  elements  force  that  conclusion,  whereas  all 
monotheists  absolutely  agree  in  man's  essentials.  In  his  unity,  God  is  the-  adorable 
standard,  standing  sacred  in  his  sublimity. 

A  universal  discussion  of  this  whole  subject  and  nothing  short,  always  identified  with 
the  statements  of  both  sides,  will  soon  put  the  world  aright. 

How  can  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  reach  universal  mind, 
but  on  universal  principles.  What  I  advance  is  predicated  in  the  bibles  of  tradition, 
which  are  to  be  investigated.  I  call  for  the  whole  investigation.  I  am  bound  to  be 
completely  sincere,  and  must  take  the  whole  books  as  absolutely  meaning  what  they 
import.  I  hold  myself  to  the  comprehensive  analysis.  I  wish  to  give  the  bible  advo- 
cates any  or  all  the  advantages  requisite,  expedient  or  honorably  expected,  and  then 
they  are  in  inextricable  difficulties.  Like  a  razor  without  mettle,  after  its  very  best, 
finest  edge  is  obtained,  what  is  it?  No  belief  or  faith  of  ancient  or  modern  supposed 
great  men,  no  opinions  of  any  man,  no  matter  who,  should  change  mind  at  all  in  rational 
matters,  where  truth  is  primary.  We  do  not  know  their  individual  peculiar  influences. 
That  is  enough.     Peculiar  faith  unjustly  involves  peculiar  influences. 

What  is  mind  for  but  a  correct  judgment  ?  The  world  then  should  not  forfeit  its 
noblest  claims  to  mind.  We  have  to  think  and  act  for  ourselves,  and  do  so  rightly,  and 
for  this  we  are  accountable. 

The  position  of  the  world  declares  that  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures  cannot  be 
proved,  for  the  world  would  irresistibly  come  up  to  it.  As  it  is,  many  that  appear  to  be 
satisfied  are  clearly  not,  for  if  all  were  satisfied,  nothing  under  the  present  order  of 
things  could  keep  them  from  it.  Where  is  my  soul's  protection  in  the  meantime,  to 
proving  tbe  scriptures  ?  Must  it  be  balanced  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  its  earthly  exis- 
tence, and  never,  never  attain  it,  for  it  is  perfectly  unattainable  ?  The  protection  is 
somewhere,  and  certainly  implied  in  its  creation — its  creator  and  preserver.  God  has 
not  left  it  without  protection,  as  he  does  not  create  the  universe  that  way. 

Inspired  revelation  not  only  teaches  all  essential  and  important  things  truly  and 
exactly,  but  what  no  mind  can  reach  as  mind.  All  this  must  be  only  through  God.  All 
this  is  to  be  verified  as  surely  from  God ;  that  it  is  his  word,  and  not  the  priestocracy  V 
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When  the  world  says  I  believe  a  part,  the  balance  is  a  mystery  that  I  do  not  beliere, 
what  is  this  but  rejection  analogous  to  a  vitiated  witness  ? 

The  world  takes  for  granted  much  of  the  bible,  and  reads  it  as  it  were  so.  How- 
many  read  the  whole  book,  without  suspicion  of  any  thing  wrong? 

Resort  to  no  tricks,  but  all  the  noble  powers  of  discussion,  and  discard  the  very  idea 
of  improper  cogitation.  Let  us  have  a  fair  analysis,  under  just  conclusion.  Bible 
advocates,  are  you  aware  that  the  bible  of  tradition  is  on  one  side,  and  truth  on  the  other  ? 
What  do  you  say  to  this  proposition  ?  We  should  exclude  what  is  mere  metaphysics 
in  a  bible  of  mind  as  far  as  practicable,  and  go  to  the  facts  of  nature.  The  world  suffers 
from  the  pedantry  of  the  schools,  as  the  ignorance  of  the  mass  is.  What  can  be  worse 
than  that  of  the  bible  school  ?  What  ethics !  To  curse  the  world,  until  compelled  by 
mind  rising  in  its  supreme  majesty.  , 

It  was  for  want  of  philosophical  science,  that  the  ancient  world  stumbled  so.  The 
moderns  are  worse  than  the  ancients,  to  pervert  reason  and  mind  by  their  peculiar  faith 
errors.  Mind  is  a  mighty  engine,  for  good  or  evil.  Now  is  the  time  to  be  a  greater 
man  than  Moses,  Christ,  Mahomet,  Bhudda,  or  Numa,  by  proving  the  authenticity  of  any 
scriptures  of  their  peculiar  faith.  And  if  this  be  not  proved,  as  it  cannot  be,  what  will 
be  the  result  when  the  bible  is  excluded  ?  The  death  knell  of  superstition,  and  the 
universal  birth  of  religion.  How  came  the  bible  ever  written  ?  Was  it  mind  perverted 
or  intellect  of  inspiration  that  revealed  it?  Take  it  altogether,  it  presents  the  worst 
features  of  human  demoralization  and  depravity,  in  caricaturing  and  libeling  God,  and 
imposing  the  most  blasphemous  frauds  on  man.  If  mind  had  not  been  perverted,  how 
came  man  to  write  the  bible  and  fill  it  with  his  ignorant  false  pretences?  God  never 
adopted,  much  less  wrote  or  dictated  peculiar  faith,  that  excludes  his  universal  attributes, 
libels  himself,  all  such  being  positively  absurd.  All  that  the  bible  contains,  is  submitted 
to  mind,  that  must  honestly  take  cognizance  of  the  whole  and  decide  on  its  facts.  How 
few  lay  members  of  churches  study  and  analyze  the  bible  ?  They  take  for  granted 
what  the  affiliated  peculiar  faith  preacher  tells  them.  If  there  be  not  contradictions  and 
clashing,  how  came  so  many  hundreds  of  sects  ? 

But  there  is  opposition  to  monotheism,  to  which  there  is  antagonism  of  all  pecaliar 
bibles  impelled  by  peculiar  self  interests.  Do  you  really  make  your  bible  your  idol  ? 
If  not,  how  can  you  be  in  opposition  to  principles  ?  You  have  to  give  up  one  or  the 
other.     Which  was  in  existence  first? 

Principles  time  out  of  mind  as  the  permanent  conservatives  of  the  universe,  moral  and 
religious,  as  well  as  physical.  We  would  adopt  the  bible  of  tradition  if  compatible  with 
principles,  but  it  is  not ;  therefore  we  adopt  that  of  rational  mind  and  religion,  as  being 
compatible.  Our  adoption  is  on  principles.  Your  opposition  is  without  principles. 
Then  the  bible  of  tradition  is  in  antagonism  to  them,  and  of  course  to  God.  Where  can 
we  expect  to  see  the  temple  of  virtue,  religion,  truth,  reason  and  happiness?  In  the 
sacred  precincts  of  monotheism.  But  you  are  opposed  to  it.  Can  you  be  on  principles  ? 
Why  ?  You  can  give  no  rational  solution.  The  highest  conscientiousness  of  all  attain- 
able on  earth  is  obtained,  must  be  imparted  by  monotheism,  if  mind  understands  and 
acts  up  to  all  its  religious  obligations  and  requisitions. 

But  peculiar  faith  adopts  policy  for  principles,  bibles  for  religion,  takes  the  master^s 
words  for  granted,  as  exact  truth  for  science  ;  and  the  clannish  advantages  of  sectari- 
anism and  membership  for  personal  merit  and  the  substance  of  science.  The  compre- 
hensive mind  alone,  looks  at  the  whole  ultimate  bearing  of  what  bibles  ought  to  meet, 
not  at  what  the  priestocracy  pretend  them. 

Moses^  bible  neither  suits  one  nation  nor  the  world ;  neither  mind,  man,  nor  God. 
His  ignorance,  if  not  his  fanaticism,  cut  short  the  legitimate  comprehension.  It.is  an 
abortion,  and  of  course  is  obsolete.  As  the  priestocracy  read  their  bibles  for  their 
peculiar  interests,  the  people  of  the  world  as  one  universal  brotherhood,  should  attend 
to  their  general  interests,  the  proper  demands  of  rational  religion. 

No  bible  of  tradition  or  peculiar  faith  can  ever  adequately  and  wisely  meet  the  para- 
mount demands  of  mind,  that  requires  full  thought  during  its  existence.  What  was 
done  for  mind,  if  such  bibles  be  indispensable,  prior  to  the  time  of  Moses  ? 

Was  it  not  essential  to  mind,  in  error  at  all  times,  and  would  it  not  have  been  as  in- 
dispensable and  available  then  as  now  ?  Mind  ever  required  its  Creator^s  protection, 
which  was  identified  with  his  creation,  thereby  giving  the  noblest  proof  of  conservation. 
How  can  all  this  be  got  over  by  the  priestocracy,  who  are  the  fathers-general  to  the 
world^s  guardianship,  with  impudence  and  assurance  equal  to  their  ignorance  and 
avarice  ? 

By  what  were  the  people  of  the  world  benefited,  if  God  withdrew  to  the  peculiar 
family  ?  The  world  is  made  up  of  families  of  nations.  Admit  the  balance  were  most 
wicked  and  abandoned,  was  not  that  a  paramount  reason  that  God  should  act  for  them 
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too,  as  a  part  of  his  creation  1  Their  goodness  invoked  his  love,  their  evil  actions  be- 
spoke his  clemency,  and  all  required  his  grace.  The  universal  deluge  implies  an  imbe- 
cility in  the  Almighty,  unworthy  of  immaculate  and  immutable  attributes  of  mercy  and 
oainiscience,  much  less  of  his  omnipotence. 

The  harmony,  peace,  and  dignity  of  the  world,  only  to  be  maintained  on  the  conserva- 
tive  principles  of  rational  religion,  is  never  to  be  trespassed  upon  by  the  vulgar  bibles 
ot*  pficuliar  faith.  The  world  must  look  to  the  unison  of  principles.  The  sense  of  man- 
kiiwi  JTw9y  rest  assured  and  resolved,  that  the  universal  peace  of  the  world  cannot  be  ob- 
ta.inecl  on  the  basis  of  any  bibles  of  tradition  or  peculiar  faith,  and  that  it  is  high  time 
that  mind,  irradiated  by  the  light  of  science  and  brilliancy  .of  genius,  look  to  the  expe- 
diency and  practicable  availability  of  principles,  so  indispensable  to  the  government  and 
conservation  of  the  world. 

WTho  can  complain,  that  a  free  discassion  of  principles  injures  the  body  politic  ? 
Are  they  of  the  people  ?  We  seek  to  protect  them  by  principles.  Is  it  the  priest- 
ocracy?  We  seek  to  have  them  right.  Your  bible  cannot  compare  with  the  noble 
etTorta  of  mind,  as  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence,  and  the  establi.shment  of 
the  American  Constitution,  that  afford  so  many  noble  elements  of  conservation  to 
freedom.  - 

L>o  we  wish  to  take  away  revelation  from  the  world,  you  may  ask  1  No.  All  that 
is  revelation  is  our  property  too,  but  not  the  pretensions.  We  only  wish  to  take  away 
the  pretensions.  No  bible  of  tradition  can  give  revelation.  The  whole  history  is  this, 
rational  religion  finds  God"  in  his  universe  as  the  great  first  cause,  and  pays  all  due  re- 
spect and  adoration  to  him.  Thus,  several  ancient  nations  knew  of  God,  as  much  at 
least  as  the  Jews,  and  if  they  did  not  know  more  they  were  poorly  off  indeed. 

In  your  kind  nature,  you  think  the  bible  makers  were  mighty  men ;  that  is,  only  as 
yoa  take  for  granted.  There  was  the  mightiest  rivalry,  in  the  ancient  world  especially, 
to  establish  the  most  popular  system  of  peculiar  faith,  the  most  sacred  bible,  to  which 
all  the  sophists  of  pries^ocracy  contributed  all  they  could,  by  pious  false  pretences. 

All  such  systems  are  founded  on  sophistry,  by  sophists.  But  the  bible-mongers  could 
not  fix  things  right.  They  had  to  keep  pace  with  mind's  progress,  as  their  after  know- 
led  i^e  invariably  betrays  man  usurping  the  foreknowledge  of  God. 

Por  this  universe  capital  they  give  counterfeits.  They  destroyed  the  world  by  the 
fall  of  man,  which  is  utterly  condemned  by  God's  attributes,  thai  anticipate  all  their 
covenants  and  dispensations. 

They  destroyed  the  world  by  a  deluge,  for  man's  sins,  and  yet  make  the  chief,  Noah, 
a  drunkard,  who  exposes  his  nakedness  of  body  and  deformity  of  mind.  Like  all  stupid 
debauchees,  he  curses  away  at  the  innocent  Canaan,  to  justify  the  piracy  and  butcheries 
of  the  pricstocracy,  and  belies  his  own  prophecy. 

In  exposing  their  bible  heroes,  the  priestocracy  expose  themselves  ;  for  if  Ham  was 
worthy  of  the  curse,  was  he  not  unworthy  of  being  saved,  having  an  irredeemable 
v.icked  character,  though  not  developed  to  man,  still  to  God,  who  scans  the  quality  of 
tnind,  in  its  deepest  and  inmost  recesses ;  but  this  the  cunning  priestocracy  were  afraid 
to  declare,  as  catching  them  in  au  inextricable  dilemma. 

Yes,  all  such  books  are  the  works  of  the  priestocracy,  who  were  prepared  to  do  any- 
thing to  propagate  and  maintain  their  doctrines.  Perjury  was  a  trifle  ;  and,  as  proof, 
how  stands  that  horrid  state  with  hundreds  of  millions  ? 

What  was  the  whole  world  doing,  while  the  Jews  were  kept  the  elect  ?  Is  it  possi- 
ble that  no  inspiration,  no  revelation  was  accorded  all  the  others?  Can  any  man  in  his 
Sf;nsp8  believe  this  of  God,  whom  the  bible  thus  libels?  Who  would  thus  disgrace  his 
mind  ?  God  is  all  wise  and  perfect,  and  he  devised  mind,  all  its  existence,  ita  own 
guardian,  under  his  grace  and  guardianship. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  the  greatest  libels,  blasphemous  libels  of  God.  Will  the 
priesto'^racy  of  the  present  day  degrade  mind  to  all  the  bible  iniquities,  to  keep  the  peo- 
ple in  ignorance  ? 

W^ill  the  people  themselves-  continue  so  verdant,  to  keep  mind  in  such  abeyance  to 
the  bibles,  the  oracles  of  superstition  ?  We  might  only  expect  this  in  monarchical 
countries,  where  mind  was  fettered  by  all  such  shackles,  to  keep  down  the  people.  But 
the  dignity  of  mind  is  identified  with  the  noblest  solution  of  this  whole  question.  The 
very  creation  of  God  implies  preservation,  for  he  gave  conservative  principles  to  the 
universe,  and  above  all  to  mind.  These  mind  has  to  use,  as  its  legitimate  capital. 
Mind  has  been  assailed  in  the  most  wily  and  insidious  ways,  not  only  by  bible-mongers, 
but  even  by  the  pedants  of  kings,  as  Aristotle  and  Plato,  that  have  been  unduly  revered. 
Does  calling  or  writing  the  bible  of  tradition  the  word  of  God,  make  it  so?  Here  is  the 
foundation  of  rice,  when  the  whole  world  should  know  that  it  is  the  word  of  roan.  Princi- 
ples of  troth  and  honesty  are  to  be  invariably  nnrtared,  and  let  all  the  bible  falsehoods  go 
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to  their  merited  end.  We  must  make  all  proper  allowances  for  the  ancient  world.  In 
parts  booka  were  hardly  in  possession ;  as  but  few  could  read,  much  less  write.  We 
all  know  what  power  there  is  in  the  press,  that  still  does  not  meet  all  the  demands  of 
mind.  What  then  shall  we  think  of  its  knowledge,  when  we  know  the  whole  ancient 
world  did  not  take  a  single  newspaper?  Then,  of  course,  they  took  all  the  fabrications 
of  inspirations  and  revelations  of  church  and  state. 

What  ignorant  mass  ever  resisted  their  combined  conspiracy  and  collusion  ?  What 
if  the  world  now  sees  the  imperfect  pretences  of  all  bibles  of  tradition  ?  Will  tfaie  intel- 
ligent, who  ought  to  know  better,  hold  it  to  the  false  pretences,  and  give  up  the  lofty 
and  solid  protection  of  principles  ? 

Let  us  get  rid  of  all  this  miserable  and  evil  condition  of  things,  and  adopt  the  full 
benefit  of  God's  principles,  in  place  of  Moses^  false  pretences. 

Could  we  wonder  to  see  very  bad  results  and  people,  under  the  regime  of  exploded 
bibles  1  No  such  state  of  things  will  satisfy  the  world.  Revealed  faith,  with  all  its 
pomp  of  office,  and  all  its  retinue  of  sophists,  is  incompatible  wiXh  rational  religion. 
The  bible  is  God^s  word  !  Prove  it  satisfactorily,  and  we  will  unite  mind  and  hand 
with  you. 

Six  hundred  thousand  witnesses  saw  God  deliver  it  to  Moses.  God  has  left  the  pro- 
tection of  that  proof,-then.  Is  his  testimony  present?  No.  Where  then  is  his  repre- 
sentative in  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ?  It  is  not  in  science 
or  in  fact.  Who  of  these  people  knew  God,  when  they  certainly  did  not  know  truth  ? 
How  could  we  believe  liars  ?  Who  wrote  the  first  five  books  of  that  bible  ?  Moses. 
What !  could  he  write  of  his  own  death  and  burial — his  own  obituary  ?  Would  the  bible 
blockheads  make  us  believe  this  foolishness  ?  Has  the  world  lost  its  senses  with  its  morals  ? 
Was  there  ever  such  absurdity  on  earth  ?  Can  the  whole  world  show  any  greater  mad- 
ness, than  this  whole  bible  insanity  ?  The  bible  was  made  by  the  priestocracy,  who 
sought  their  peculiar  advantages.  Can  you  promise  yourself  morals  thereby  ?  The 
priestocracy  have  bullied  the  world,  where  they  could  not  delude  it. 

The  bible  was  written  by  very  ignorant  men  indeed,  ignorant  of  the  mighty  conser- 
vative principles  that  alone  could  guide  the  world  right. 

But,  as  weak  as  that  bible  is,  we  may  be  asked  by  weak  pious  minds,  if  we  will  take 
away  all  the  hope  of  salvation  from  man  ?  No.  We  wish  to  give  the  world  the  only 
one  that  was  first,  last  and  all  the  time,  the  only  one  of  God,  that  the  world  has  over- 
looked on  account  of  the  priestocracy.  The  very  conception  of  bible-revealed  faith  is 
an  abominable  iniquity,  absurdity,  and  ignominious  fabricatioif,  whereas  rational  religion 
elevates  mind  to  its  true  dignity,  its  loftiest  character. 

Who  wishes  to  know  the  partial  and  imperfect  law  of  Moses  or  his  peculiar  god,  the 
priestocracy,  when  he  has  that  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ? 

We  will  take  your  own  position  : — ^what  persons  in  their  senses  say,  honestly  and 
truly  say,  that  they  can  believe  all  the  bible  ?  Who  but  say  that  they  can  only  believe 
a  part  ?     That  discredits  the  whole  testimony  as  vitiated. 

The  bible  of  Moses  speaks  of  God  most  familiarly  to  us,  who  need  the  proof.  How 
are  we  to  believe  that  it  was  God,  who,  by  the  description  of  Moses,  does  not  come  up 
to  our  ideas  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  We  cannot  take  his  statements  for  truth,  as 
they  certainly  are  disproved  by  God's  word,  cause  and  effect.  The  Jews  gave  God 
angels;  the  heathens,  as  they  are  called,  added  many  gods;  the  Christians,  a  few 
gods.  What  is  the  difference,  when  the  principle  is  the  same  ?  Demonstration  in  the 
universe  overcomes  all  the  difficulties  to  mind.  The  present  age  ought,  in  self-respect, 
to  dismiss  all  the  explosive  ideas  of  the  ancients,  of  the  whimsical  mysteries  of 
metaphysicians,  all  the  astuteness  of  logicians,  and  all  the  insidiousness  of  the 
sophists. 

Enlightened  man  must  regard  Ihe  proper  organization  of  society.  The  priestocracy 
fixed  up  both  Moses  and  Christ  as  men  of  straw.  Their  bibles  are,  if  not  without 
dates,  as  good  as  not  certified  to  in  truth.  Are  they  not  mostly  without  certain 
authors  ?  We  do  not  know  when,  how,  and  by  whom  they  were  advanced.  They 
were  canonized,  that  is,  smuggled  on  the  world,  long  after  being  written,  and  howr 
many  deemed  apocryphal  were  left  out  of  each  sort,  are  not  certainly  known  to  us. 
That  convention  was  totally  irresponsible  to  all  the  world  most  concerned.  Then,  re- 
publican, how  can  you  take  a  book  that  violates  your  rights  ?  All  this  most  naturally 
concerns  mind,  that  has  no  rational  cognizance  of  the  same.  Can  irresponsible  councils 
decide  for  the  world's  mind  ?  Is  this  the  first  principle  of  reason,  of  constitutional 
right  ?  Rational  mind  has  to  decide  on  the  authenticity  itself,  and  nqt  trust  absurdly  to 
the  vague  and  interested  opinions  of  cliques  and  partisans,  who  smuggled  their  faith. 
Did  the  people,  the  whole  people,  and  nothing  but  the  people  of  any  age,  rightly  dele- 
gate to  these  councils  any  such  power  ?    Can  any  such  assumed  power  usurp  for  aU 
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lime  to  come,  the  world's  rights  ?  Who  would  have  entrusted  the  world's  rights  into 
such  ignorant  bigots*  hands  ? 

This  is  God's  function  that  has  been  invaded  by  the  priestocracy  of  every  age,  that 
would  enslave  mind  to  their  ignominious  idols.  They  preclude  mind  from  ever  liberat- 
ing itself  by  their  infamous  course,  about  amending  the  bible  !  What  felons — yes,  what 
world-felons  and  culprits  !  A  simple  protest  is  too  inadequate,  it  must  be  full  impeach- 
ment, and  discarding  of  all  on  that  impeachment. 

Of  what  use  are  our  reasoning  faculties,  if  the  peculiar  faith  councils  held  centuries 
af^o,  without  mind's  approbation  much  less  delegation,  are  to  tyrannize  over  the  world  ? 
All  what  is  called  revelation,  is  the  imposition  of  priestocracy.. 

In  what  respect  can  thp  bible  take  precedence  of  mind  1  Who  was  Cain's  wife  ? 
Are  the  priestocracy  ashamed  or  too  ignorant  to  tell  ?  Was  this  libel  of  God  the  cause 
of  incest  1  Or  was  there  in  a  foreign  land  another  race,  of  whom  Cain's  wife  was  one  1 
Again,  how  the  priestocracy  have  involved  themselves,  in  the  sixth  chapter  of  Genesis ! 
In  this  evidently  another  race  appears. 

Was  this  the  character  of  the  Delphic  oracle,  to  split  both  sides  ?  If  the  sons  of  God 
ever  took  for  wives  the  daughters  of  men,  what  else  were  they  than  another  race  1 
How  could  the  sons  of  God  become  as  mortals  ?  If  they  were  as  pretended,  how  came 
they  lost  ?  Shame  to  the  priestocracy,  who  have  sunk  their  reason  and  sense  in  their 
stupid  faith !  Christ,  as  the  son  of  God,  is  made  to  hold  to  resurrected  immortality. 
How  came  the  sons  of  God  so  wicked  as  to  be  destroyed  ?  Was  that  possible  ?  But 
if  we  take  away  the  bible,  the  people  will  be  lost. 

What  and  to  whom  can  they  look  ?  To  God  the  Supreme.  Will  not  the  people 
resolve  themselves  into  first  principles  ?  No.  They  will  go  as  laws  and  order  permit 
them.  The  world  will  be  more  like  one  people  united  in  government,  language,  and 
religion.     For  wliat  can  tliey  contend  ? 

They  cannot  clash  on  principles  ?  But  in  France  the  awful  tragedy  of  three  millions 
slaughtered  by  atheism,  is  a  terror  to  the  world.  They  adopted  atheism,  which  is  akin 
to  iMjlytheisnL 

But  theism,  deism,  or  monotheism  is  the  position  of  principles  identified  with  Deity, 
who  governs  the  universe  on  that  position. 

As  to  the  canons  on  the  bible,  they  are  unconstitutional  and  inefilcient.  They  lack 
the  first  principles  of  truth  and  right.  The  actors  were  not  constituted  by  tlie  consti- 
tuent beneficiaries. 

The  mind  of  the  world  has  the  right  to  revoke  that  one-sided  distorted  thing,  and 
amend  for  the  better  state  of  the  world.  The  highest  reverence  for  Deity  will  exclude 
this  bible-dwarfed  concern.  Why  did  the  Roman  church  stop  the  lay  people  from  read- 
ino^the  scriptures  1 

To  prevent  their  utter  discredit. 

God  has  been  treated  by  these  bible  worthies,  as  only  capable  of  improvement  by 
experience.  Whereas  it  is  they  that  expose  their  nakedness  and  deformity,  obliquity 
and  stupidity.     But  there  are  some  abstract  passages  that  are  good  in  the  bible. 

Yes,  but  mind  pays  too  dearly  for  them,  its  own,  at  the  expense  of  its  virtue,  purity, 
and  independence. 

The  world  is  precluded  from  the  truth  by  the  bible,  that  it  is  considered  sacrilege  to 
handle  for  that  very  delinquency.  What  impiety !  That  the  bible  is  such  an  idol  before 
God,  that  its  lies  are  protected  by  the  power  of  despotism  with  perfect  impunity  !  The 
bible  pedantry  seemed  to  have  mixed  up  the  astronomy  of  others,  without  understanding 
them  as  the  rleiads,  &c.  The  Jews  did  not  know  the  nature  of  their  four-cornered 
world,  much  less  the  balance. 

Their  Moses  might  have  given  some  of  these  institutions,  that  no  doubt  were  abund- 
antly added,  changed,  &c.  All  the  bibles  of  tradition  can  be  picked  all  to  pieces, 
as  they  are  the  work  of  man  of  perverted  mind.  It  is  wonderful  that  they  had  not  been 
exploded  long  ago  in  the  circles,  not  corners,  of  the  earth,  by  minds,  not  hearts.  But 
what  shall  we  think  of  a  bible  that  is  fixed  up  so,  that  a  whole  brood  arise  from  it,  perfect 
narric  ides,  and  the  bitterest  hatred  ensue,  and  is  kept  up  for  all  time  of  their  existence? 
if  the  old  bible  is  true,  the  Christians,  Mahomedans,  and  Mormons,  outnumber  the 
original  devotees,  the  Jews,  more  than  ten  for  one.  Will  numbers  this  time  prove  it  ? 
The  peculiar  god  cannot  help  liimself,  though  the  patron  called.  If  the  Christian  bible 
be  true,  the  world  outnumbers  them  more  than  five  to  one. 

Which  is  orthodox,  in  point  of  majority,  in  the  world  ?  Mind  has  it,  and  should  keep 
it  for  ever. 

In  what  is  caUed  a  christian  land,  how  many  true  believers  are  there  ?  How  many 
unite  themselves  to  church,  for  policy  ?  The  world  is  filled  with  sectarians,  but  yet 
bow  many  of  them  are  indebted  to  principles  of  monotheism  1     Is  not  the  whole  world 
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after  all  said  and  done,  indebted  to  this  vital  principle  ?  Where  would  the  world  be,  if 
it  were  not  tor  it  ?  Give  monotheism  the  correct  position,  and  sectarianism  would  be 
no  where.  Who  could  see  sectarians  to  monotheism  1  They  would  have  to  publish 
another  universe  in  imitation,  ere  they  could  establish  their  first  position  successrully. 
Monothcists  may  differ  on  non-essentials  from  circumstances  of  mind,  but  they  canndl 
materially  err.  When  will  sectarians  that  are  wilfully  perverse,  hear  reason,  and  act 
to  the  requisitions  of  mind  ?  We  wish  to  get  rid  of  all  the  base  views  and  terms  ol' 
superstition.     What  can  we  think  of  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air? 

All  bibles  of  tradition  are  the  statements  and  fictions  of  their  peculiar  priestocracy 
assuredly,  not  God's,  certainly.     What  blasphemy  to  believe  them  his  ? 

As  to  only  one  race  of  mankind  being  in  the  world,  how  came  the  isles  and  the  con- 
tinents peopled  ?  Would  it  not  be  as  absurd  to-day,  that  the  balance  of  the  world 
besides  Asia,  had  to  wait  for  the  increase  from  Adam,  as  that  mind  should  wait  upon 
contingent  dispensations  of  one  little  people  some  thousands  of  years  aflerwards !  ^Vas 
that  a  correct  principle  to  have  the  whole  world  of  mankind  dependent  on  either  of 
such  remote  contingency  ?  Even  five  races  now  plainly  obvious,  may  have  had  several 
cotemporaries,  or  have  been  preceded  by  others.  If  there  be  another  race  besides 
Adam,  what  becomes  of  his  peculiar  fall  as  pretended  ?  Prove  that  his  was  the  only 
race,  ere  we  can  adopt  that  Adam's  fall  reached  the  whole  world.  We  think  it  was 
the  fall  of  the  priestocracy,  and  thereby  Christ  is  innocent  of  the  sin  of  Adam's  falJ, 
and  has  his  own  to  answer  for.  If  Adam's  stock  had  not  fallen,  then  pnestocnicy 
stock  had  not  risen ! 

But  the  bible  can  give  a  faith  to  the  world  not  otherwise  obtained.  The  world  can- 
not possibly  thank  the  bibles  for  all  their  peculiar  faiths.  Too  many  of  the  ancients 
believed  in  the  Supreme  Being,  for  any  bible  bigots  to  deny  the  faith  ;  no  matter  how 
corrupted,  it  is  ad  good  if  not  better  than  any  of  theirs.  They  have  no  pure  faith  that 
will  stand  the  test  of  monotheism.  Scholars  can  now  know  that.  No  bible  revelation 
tells  of  pure  monotheism,  therefore  the  whole  pretences  of  peculiar  faiths  are  false. 
None  need  ever  boast  any  more  of  bible  revelations,  as  they  are  too  impure  to  mention. 
The  great  question  is,  what  is  religion,  and  that  no  bible  solves.  That  the  moderns 
have  to  use  the  best.  The  Jews  might  have  been  helped  by  mind,  had  they  continued 
a  nation,  to  solve  this  question.  We  have  to  recur  to  mind  cultivated  in  rational  science, 
to  reach  this  solution. 

But  how  many  thousand  years  has  it  taken  mind  to  reach  such  solution  ?  How  lonsr 
has  it  been  since  a  Newton  demonstrated  the  best  science  of  astronomy  known  to  tlie 
world  1 

But  if  the  bible  be  not  true,  how  came  the  Jews  to  receive  the  text  as  true?  How 
came  the  Mormons  to  receive  so  implicitly  their  peculiar  faith  1  The  Mahommedans 
have  received  theirs.  How  comes  the  world  to  receive  its  various  peculiar  faiths! 
The  greater  the  lie,  the  more  sacred  the  legend.  That  is  the  analysis  of  such  bibles 
that  invoked  too  succossfully  the  greatest  despotism  of  sophistry  and  brute  force. 

The  greatest  re  ison  for  saying  the  bible  is  the  word  of  God  is,  that  it  is  the  most 
unconscionable  tis.sue  of  falsehoods.  What  good  did  it  do  the  Jews,  who  are  no  longer 
a  nation,  but  scattered  over  the  face  of  the  globe  ;  thereby  proving  all  bible  prophecies, 
perjuries,  however  all  subsequent  affiliations  perjure  themselves  to  defeat  their  own  bible. 

Compare  Jews  with  the  Cliinese,  whose  sovereign  is  pontiff  or  high  priest,  and  whicli 
seems  superior  ?  Both  present  the  pitiful  crimes  of  blasphemy  ;  was  ever  a  nation 
free  from  its  penalties  ? 

The  priestocracy  and  their  people  vassals  shut  their  eyes  to  the  plainest  facts ;  arc 
they  committed  blindly  ?  These  bibles  of  tradition  prove  the  weak  state  of  mind  rela- 
tive to  the  present  state  of  the  world.  The  ancients  coveted  to  be  considered  as  having 
great  antiquity,  particularly. 

The  books  abound  with  the  corruption  of  the  ancient  records,  to  suit  for  the  pretcndel 
antiquity.  Was  the  record  of  the  Jews  exempt  ?  No,  certainly  not.  An  exact  know- 
ledge of  geology  might  elucidate  this  whole  matter  ere  the  Mosaic  account  could  he 
rightly  credited.  Deluges  are  from  natural  causes  ;  of  course  the  bible  manufacturers 
have  falsified  science.  Would  you  denounce  him  who  seeks  to  correct  the  world 
errors.  We  all  have  whatever  is  a  just  inheritance  in  any  authentic  bible,  and  could 
not  possibly  be  hostile  to  a  document  that  would  impart  it.  Who  could  be  hostile  to  a 
testament  that  would  define  for  an  heir  his  proper  quota?  Could  the  whole  world 
exclude  him,  on  his  authentic  proof  at  the  right  time  and  mode  ?  Have  you  not  been 
convinced  by  tliis  time,  that  the  bible  has  falsified  every  department  of  science  ?  The 
rain-bow  is  a  very  obvious  falsification,  being  a  phenomenon  from  the  fixed  laws  ol 
refraction  and  reflection  of  the  sun's  rays  in  drops  of  falling  rain.  It  is  high  lime  that 
the  world  looked  mainly  to  philosophy,  and  let  alone  such  bible  nonsense. 
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If  geology,  or  any  natural  science  support  facts  against  bibles,  of  course,  let  the  last 
po  by  the  board  as  counter  to  God's  word.  What  is  affected  to  be  inspiration,  falls 
bo  low  science.  The  bible-mongers  have  inrented,  can  invent  no  religion,  a  thing  that 
emanates  from  the  eternal  Autlior  of  that  and  the  immortal  benefits.  AH  the  bible 
legends  are  most  silly.  Plain,  honest,  truthful  citizens  are  at  a  loss  to  estimate  why  it 
was  that  such  good  booka  that  tliey  take  for  granted,  have  nothing  in  view  but  the 
elevation  of  God's  kingdom,  should  be  otherwise  intended.  They  measure  all  other 
characters  in  faith,  as  they  purely  intend  themselves.  But  that  criterion  will  not 
be^in  to  do.  Fiction  and  evil  ambition  have  luxuriated  in  all  this  field.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  judge  the  ancient  by  the  modem  world.  Once,  not  long  since,  the  upas  tree 
was  considered  by  the  world,  to  have  had  a  wonderful  poisonous  influence  for  a  large 
area  around,  and  now  it  is  known  only  as  oth^r  poisons  of  deleterious  character. 
It  is  from  the  east  wo  get  such  absurd  stories.  Almost  all  unsophisticated  persons  will 
affirm  that  they  cannot  believe  all  the  bible,  and  if  they  could  analyze  all,  they  would 
not,  could  not  believe  any,  for  all  is  the  perjury  of  blasphemy  and  despotism. 
What  was  to  be  gained  by  bible  falsehoods  ? 

The  most  possible  of  any,  it  was  the  road  to  power,  sought  by  unprincipled  men  who 
were  reckless  of  any  conscience.  It  looks  too  absurd  that  we  should  give  up  the  only 
nitional  document — the  universe — God's  own  gospel,  for  man's  black-letter  counterfeit, 
that  cannot  tell  of  the  first.  Considering  the  bible  immoral,  the  world  should  not  only 
resist  but  discard  it.  Since  scieuce  has  superseded  mere  statements  when  demonstra- 
tion follows  proof,  this  age  is  too  enlightened  to  rest  satislied  with  anything  less  than 
pro<if,  and  demonstration  on  proof  Such  an  important  matter  as  religion  must  be  con- 
voyed by  unexceptionable  means,  but  they  are  not  furnished  by  any  bible  of  tradition. 
The  universe  alone  demonstrates  religion.  But  comparisons  are  often  made,  as  to  an- 
rif  nt  histories.  We  believe  only  the  facts  of  all  histories,  beyond  them  it  is  dishonor- 
a!>lp  in  any  body  or  set  of  men,  clergy,  or  any  to  advance  their  pretences.  We  believe 
the  history  of  J  ulius  ( 'lesar's  assassination,  but  not  the  ghost  story  about  Brutus.  What 
i<  legends  we  do  not  believe,  whether  put  in  bibles  or  histories.  The  clergy  should 
look  at  all  this,  and  consider  how  much  more  the  world  should  bear  with  their  iniquities 
and  false  pretences,  ay,  their  base  frauds.  I  am  now  advocating  the  paramount  rights 
of  mind,  the  people,  and  all  that  is  honorable  therein  is  secured  the  aforesaid  gentry,  all 
the  world.  Will  tiioy  assume  more  ?  Then  they  are  vile,  base^  and  degraded  impos- 
tors, and  must,  will  be  ruled  out  surely. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  deceitful,  taking  away  the  proper  characteristic  action  of 
mind,  and  sophisticating  the  moral  sense  of  the  world,  thereby  put  below  both  unques- 
tionaldy.  What  worse  can  they  do?  How  artfully  written  is  the  bible?  The  false 
and  the  possible  stfe  mixed  designedly.  After  all  the  noise  about  the  bible,  give  uscon- 
&'?rvative  laws  and  rational  education,  and  burn  all  the  peculiar  bibles;  then  the  world 
will  do  what  it  must  have  to  do,  act  by  rarionai  religion. 

What  is  testimony  appropriate  for  the  bible,  to  enable  it  to  be  self-sustained  before 
tlie  wciild  ?  It  is  claimed  as  God's  book,  and  as  such,  must  be  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
proved  as  all  of  God's  documents.     That's  the  fair  question. 

(fod  himself  would  caase  it  to  be  proved  as  clearly  as  the  universe  proves  himself. 
Now  is  that  testimony  that  Moses  wrote,  that  six  hundred  thousands  saw  God  deliver 
He  law  to  him  ?  Is  this  testimony  of  these  people,  or  merely  the  priestocracy's 
Mitement,  and  even  that  oh  supposition? 

Does  the  bible  hang  on  mere  statements,  suppositions  ?  The  world  actually — the 
5<ivercign  people — are  blockheads  to  compromise  their  best  interests,  morals,  and  re- 
hirion,  for  bibles  of  tra<iition,  to  say  the  least  of  no  manner  of  account. 

By  discarding  all  the  ignominious  bibles  of  peculiar  faiths,  we  shall  approach  the 
qoesCion  of  religion  by  the  actioa  of  the  bible  of  mind,  and  exempt  the  world  from  agita- 
tion and  its  evils. 
The  bible  means  brutalize  mind,  through  faith. 

To  what  is  the  world  indebted,  but  uiind  and  science  ?  Tlie  vulgar  cannot  yet,  or  do 
not  seem  to  he  convinced,  that  the  world  revolves  daily  on  its  imaginary  axis.  The 
itrnorancc  of  the  bible-men  is  just  as  vulgar.  What  a  remarkable  position,  that  the  worst 
hes  told  are  the  most  sacred,  and  the  culprits,  that  ought  to  have  been  hung,  rewarded. 
Some  of  the  faithful  assume  that  a  part  of  the  bible  cannot  be  comprehended,  and  that 
tliey  dignify  with  the  title  of  mysteries,  as  if  that  exonerated  the  bible  falsehoods. 
That  is  a  fine  way  of  extricating  themselves. 

They  cannot  possibly  believe  the  whole  bible,  and  the  falsehoods  are  mysteries! 
Whit  would  expel  a  witness  from  credence  in  a  court  of  justice,  is  held  to  be  a  bible 
mystery  ;  that  is,  a  bible  perjury.  We  are  told  to  be  charitable,  if  the  bible  readers  are 
pressed  too  hard  in  their  false  position  for  the  weakness  of  human  nature  in  the  bible 
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writers.  Justice  ever  takes  precedence  of  contingent  charity,  with  monotheism.  Bflt 
we  do  not  hear  that  they  ought  to  do  justice  to  the  people,  whose  confidence  is  improper- 
ly invoked.  No  honest  man  can  sympathize  with  a  priestocracy  bent  on  deceiving,  and 
on  false  and  perjured  pretences.  If  they  were  to  discard  this  infamous  book,  then  the 
thing  would  be  different,  and  they  might  invoke  justice  of  monotheism.  They  claim 
that  all  is  God^s  inspiration,  which,  falling  through,  we  must  excuse  the  writers  for. 
But  they  do  not  rightly  stop  at  that  plea.  They  continue  the  bare-face  imposition. 
We  must  exclude  all  such,  as  condemned  on  rightful  impeachments. 

If  of  God,  the  book  must  flourish ;  but  if  of  man,  it  must  fall.  But  does  the  world 
use  the  means  of  mind  to  decide  4he  position,  whether  it  be  of  God  or  man,  and  decide 
the  question  promptly  and  at  once  ?  Shall  the  world  be  cheated  out  of  its  eights  by  this 
stupid  pretence,  age  and  century  after  each  other,  as  if  fired  premises  were  to  be  let 
alone  to  see  whether  the  fire  would  abate  of  itself?  Action  on  duty  is  requisite,  as  the 
very  vitals  of  society  are  preyed  upon.  What  sort  of  religion  is  that  which  binds  men's 
consciences  to  the  car  of  superstitious  faith,  and  maligns  their  rights  to  protect  obsolete 
bibles  ?  The  statements  of  the  Jews  in  the  bible  do  not  excel  the  select  opinions  of  the 
ancients  in  regard  to  the  God  of  the  universe.  All  that  the  bible  contains  are  Jew  ora- 
cles, that  are  analogous  to  the  ancient  oracles.  The  Jews,  no  more  than  any  ancients, 
had  no  correct  appreciation  of  Deity.  I  prove  it  most  satisfactorily  by  tlieir  own  books. 
The  same  power  claimed  for  rierhts  of  preachers,  for  the  councils,  for  construction  of 
canons,  establishes  for  the  world  undeniable  construction  for  the  truth  or  untruth  of  the 
bible. 

Did  the  bible  hacks  know  that? 

Party-advocates  for  the  bible  must  recollect  that  they  have  the  affirmative,  and  must 
prove  all  authentic,  either  as  a  whole  or  its  parts,  as  they  go,  to  obtain  an  honorable 
credence  of  respectable  minds.  If  they  cannot  prove  most  satisfactorily  their  position 
in  the  premises,  they  are  certainly  wound  up.  If  they  continue  it,  they  are  disgraced. 
The  world  will  not  take  for  granted  any  demand  made  on  it  by  priestocracies,  any  more 
than  from  any  other  source. 

The  bible  of  tradition  is  the  mother  of  superstitions,  and  renders  ignorant  minds  ame- 
nable thereto.  To  the  bible  the  world  is  indebted  for  everything  that  it  knows  of  morals 
and  religion.  Which  bible  1  That  of  mind,  or  tradition  1  The  last,  the  bible  of  Judaism 
and  Christianity,  does  not  teach  either.  The  world  must  look  at  it  comprehensively. 
What  do  we  know  of  the  bible  ?  That  it  is  demoralizing,  and  should  be  discarded  a« 
utterly  incompetent  to  teach  of  the  God  of  the  universe.  All  such  bibles  only  teach  of 
the  god  and  gods  of  the  priestocracy  and  their  morale,  that  goes  against  God's  morale 
That  will  not  begin  to  suit  the  world. 

But  great  men  have  believed  the  scriptures. 

What  has  greatness  to  do  with  justice  and  right  1  Are  they  superior  to  the  Author 
of  Greatness  1  I  prefer  being  with  the  God  of  the  universe,  to  all  the  supposed  greai 
men  of  the  bible.  With  them,  God  did  not  make  the  world  right.  Then,  of  course,  the 
universe  was  wrong.  If  the  universe  was  morally,  it  was  physically  wrong.  Now. 
all  this  is  disproved,  by  the  harmonious  action  of  the  whole,  beyond  man's  bible  preten- 
sions.    This  is  the  weakness  of  the  priestocracy. 

They  preach  a  doctrine  at  variance  with  truth,  honesty,  science,  knowledge,  or  wis- 
dom. 

Judaism  and  Christianity  are  nothing,  afler  all. 

The  immortal  spirit  is  wanting  to  the  scriptures,  to  breathe  into  them  the  breath  of 
life.  Unto  dust  they  will  return.  Offering  sacrifice  is  base  superstitious  idolatry. 
The  patriarchal  dispensation  shows  the  relative  condition  of  undeveloped  mind.  The 
king  of  Salem,  Melchisedec,  had  a  worship,  analogous  to  the  faith  of  Abraham,  ^o 
other  nations  than  the  Jews,  had  such  pagan  faith ;  what  can  be  greater  fanaticisw 
than  to  square  the  God  of  the  universe  with  the  bible  that  had  a  peculiar  god,  that  of 
the  priestocracy  1  What  a  blasphemy  I  Men  cannot  see  the  truth  through  blind  faith. 
They  may  say  God  is  Almighty  by  the  bible,  but  then  all  that  is  killed  by  being  niaJ<^ 
the  peculifir  god  of  the  priestocracy. 

The  bible  god,  is  not  the  God  of  the  universe.  Every  thing  is  killed  when  the  pre- 
sumptuous, blasphemous  priestocracy  talk  with  God.  The  priestocracy  should  not  makf 
any  of  their  profession,  tell  any  more  falsehoods,  commit  any  more  perjuries.  The  whole 
trick  is  exposed  before  the  world,  that  has  only  now  to  act  becomingly.  The  world 
has  despotism  enough  any  how,  by  neglect  of  mind  over  its  own  rights,  without  all  the 
priestocracy's. 

By  the  Mosaic  laws  with  the  advance  of  mind,  the  world  would  be  in  the  deepest 
degradation.  By  their  law,  the  domestio- despotism  of  parents  over  their  children  wa» 
complete,  to  taking  away  their  lives  for  certain  offences.     What  brutal  despotisiQ' 
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Thongh  they  had,  **  Thou  ehalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  Lev.  xix.  18.  The 
proper  proof  is  before  the  world,  what  their  treatment  was  to  the  Canaanites,  the  lords 
of  the  soil.  What  good  did  such  a  law  for  individuals,  when  the  whole  nation  violated 
ltd  principles  ?  They  traduced  these  people,  and  then  extirpated  them  by  a  fanaticism 
as  ferocious  as  the  sectarianism  engendered  out  of  their  bible,  displayed  in  the  Crusades ! 
Instead  of  loving,  the  Jews  actually  hated  mankind  the  more,  by  those  very  dispen- 
«:ations.  And  the  sectarianism  that  grew  out  of  their  sectarianism,  proved,  and  is  now 
proving  its  hate  to  the  death  for  centuries  of  fanaticism.  Is  this  the  principle  of  the 
creator  of  the  whole  people  of  the  world  ?  Worse  than  all,  every  sectarianism  begets 
Its  peculiar  elements  of  injury  to  the  world.  We  are  talking  of  the  world  morals,  not 
ihe  little  pretensions  of  tlie  priestocracy.  What  was  God  (Kjing  with  tlie  rest  of  the 
world,  while  he  is  libeled  as  tied  down  to  his  select  people  the  Jews?  What  a  dis- 
graceful blasphemy,  to  have  the  God  of  the  universe  libeled  as  thus  employed !  Where 
was  the  balance  of  the  universe  1  In  the  pockets  of  the  priestocracy !  0,  bible  advo- 
cates, blasphemers*.  The  pectiliar  god  of  the  Jews  must  have  been  very  imbecile,  not 
to  have  improved  the  Jews  no  better,  when  the  Egyptians  in  Hadrian's  time  refused 
to  bay  them  for  slaves.  The  very  segregation  or  sectarianism  of  the  Jews  by  their 
peculiar  bible  doctrines,  made  them  most  obnoxious  and  fully  amenable  to  the  power  of 
the  conquerors. 

The  second  and  third  dispensations  are  the  patch  work  of  priestocracy,  on  the  botch 
of  predecessors.  In  what  contemptible  Hght  do  all  such  appear  before  the  God  of 
creation,  who  designed  that  all  rational  beings  should  know  him  by  rational  means  of 
niind  ?  What  mind  can  receive  a  covenant  that  is  faulty,  as  God's  ?  Then  as  God 
made  none  such,  all  go  by  the  board  surely  and  truly.  What  caused  the  division  of 
Jews  and  Gentiles — out-side  barbarians,  but  an  abominable  sectarianism  ?  Thus  God 
IS  most  ig^ominiously  libeled  by  the  bible,  when  using  such  sectarianism  by  the  two 
first  covenants,  and  as  much  by  closing  it  by  the  last.  But  lo  and  behold,  all  this 
machinery  of  covenants  will  not  woric. 

God  threw,  by  the  bible  account,  a  fire-brand  among  the  people  of  the  world  by  two 
covenants,  and  by  the  third,  is  to  throw  it  off.  He  divided  the  people  at  first,  and  then 
he  is  to  unite  them.  But  there  is  the  rule,  and  this  proves  enough  to  rule  out  the  whole 
category  of  such  pernicious  bibles,  the  advocates  of  which,  to  hide  all  their  effects  and 
crimes,  cover  them  up  by  the  general  thing  of  mysteries,  when  caught  in  pcijuries. 
That  convenient  pretence  is  the  means.  But  after  making  Jew  and  Gentile,  Qod  can- 
not unite  them  on  any  ground  held  to  day,  and  that  proves  the  Jewish  peculiar  god 
hidicrously  imbecile,  and  their  faith  all  sectarian,  selfish  and  unworthy  of  mind.  The 
principles  of  monotheism  alone  will  unite,  and  never  would  have  permitted  their  separa- 
tion. This  pre-eminently  declares  for  the  Almighty  of  the  universe.  The  whole  world 
has  been  tyrannised  over  for  thousands  of  years  by  bibles  of  the  priestocracy,  when  it 
hid  on?y  to  read  God's  scriptures  in  the  universe.  All  the  expedients  of  power  in 
cfiurch  and  state  have  been  used  by  the  propagators  of  their  peculiar  faiths,  as  by 
Mahommed,  Noma,  Moses^  who  all  blended  church  and  state,  and  two  at  least  used  the 
fword  when  they  deemed  necessary.  The  first  made  a  nation  of  robbers  ;  the  second 
made  his  still  more  superstitious,  and  the  last  prepared  them  for  denationalization  ! 

What  sort  of  righteousness  but  that  of  pagan  did  Abraham  have  ?  The  whole  bible 
prates  about  things  it  cannot  prove !  W^hat  is  such  a  pagan  bible  worth  ?  A  counterfeit 
bank  note.  By  the  priestocracy,  I  prove  the  bible  false.  God  is  a  perfect  being,  and 
made  all  creation  adapted  with  perfect  fitness.  But  the  dispensations  of  the  bible  prove 
an  unfitness,  and  of  course  not  God's,  clearly  so.  After  all  the  biblp  bubble,  where  is 
the  proof? 

The  annoTiciation  of  the  pretended  bible  inspiration  by  its  own  statements,  proves 
roost  conclusively  and  clearly,  that  it  is  a  false  pretence. 

How  absurd  are  all  bible  dispensations  ?  Man  had  ever  to  fulfil  civil,  social  and 
individual  duties.  Mind  then  had  to  evoke  the  solution,  which  is  admirably  progressing. 
It  is  needless  to  talk  about  bible  abstractions.  How  has  the  world  been  managed  by 
the  bibles  ?  They  awfully  violate  on  nearly  every  page,  the  very  principles  of  truth 
that  necessarily  exclude  them  as  unsafe  for  protection  of  person,  property  and  reputa- 
tion. They  abound  in  false  pretences.  For  such  evil  of  such  bibles,  monotheism  offers 
her  good.  The  bibles  of  tradition  do  away  with  mind,  and  its  free  moral  agency — its 
mental  agency,  and  brutalizes  the  soul.  But  the  bible  of  rational  mind — monotheism — 
18  to  give  unto  the  people,  what  are  the  people's. 

The  peculiar  gods  past  dispensations  separated  the  Jew  and  Gentile,  and  his  last  was 
inadequate  with  all  the  help  of  Christ  to  get  them  back.  The  most  reasonable  conclusion 
is,  that  man,  not  God,  was  essentially  wrong  in  all  such  matter,  and  that  the  priestocracy 
lad  been  ignomiDioasly  meddling  with  a  business  for  private  lucre,  their  usual  course 
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all  over  the  world,  that  they  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with,  and  could  do  nothing  witb. 
Are  you,  patriot  and  good  citizen,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  bible  1  That  it  is  the 
only  way  to  advance  the  good  of  your  country,  socially  civilly,  and  individually  ?  First 
though,  are  you  perfectly  sure  that  it  is  honorably,  truthfully,  and  faitli fully  proved* 
You  cannot  be,  because  you  know  you  cannot  believe  in  all  its  sUitementa,  and  that  is 
enough  to  destroy  its  credit  at  once,  with  all  the  honorable  intelligent  part  of  the  whole 
world.  But  whether  you  consider  them  that  you  do  not  believe  in  as  mysteries,  le<jenils 
or  fables,  if  you  cannot  faithfully  believe  in  every  word,  if  your  consf  iciu-e  blRk^  at 
some  things,  then  you  are  bound  to  ask,  Is  there  another  bible  besides  :ill  lli«  ]>»"!■!  -j 
bibles,  and  is  that  the  word  of  God?  There  is,  and  that  is  ceriuinly  ptovt-d.  \...in 
you  take  the  universe  as  a  system  of  cause  and  efibct,  then  you  have  GodV^  hublaue 
word  in  full.  You  are  then  to  read  and  study  it,  with  mind.  What  I  am  doing,  is  to 
give  you  the  first  elements ;  you  are  to  do  the  balance. 

At  most,  the  bible  is  an  odd  mixture  of  peculiar  faith  and  superbtition.  What  does 
it  teach  mind  of  the  real  cause  or  elements  ?  The  fall  oi'  the  creature  impeaches  tiie 
imbecility  of  the  Creator. 

Man  is  not  to  libel  God.  The  highest  glory  to  God,  is  acquiescence  in  his  works, and 
a  confidence  in  his  glorious  purposes  of  creation  in  his  own  edition,  not  in  man's  couo- 
terfeit  editions. 

If  anything  be  amiss  in  this  world,  physically  or  morally,  then  the  Creator  is  im- 
peached,  and  the  whole  universe  is  involved,  but  the  pretence  is  false,  proved  by  the 
harmony  of  the  universe. 

One  of  the  noble  dispensations  of  Providence  is,  his  withholding  all  revelations  bat 
through  mind,  that  reads  his  universe-book. 

When  the  bible  ia  called  God^s  word,  it  is  man's  word,  priestocracy's  word  that  says 
that. 

Nobody  proves  it ;  and  the  priestocracy  sink  below  the  dignity  of  truth.  If  the 
authenticity  of  the  scriptures  is  not  demonstrated,  we  know  no  proper  evidence  before 
us  for  belief  in  them.   ' 

The  scriptures  may  be  confuted,  for  they  have  never  been  proved,  but  the  priestocracy 
will  shamefully  declare  that  all  is  right. 

A  singular  weakness  prevails  in  the  minds  of  most  not  cultivated,  tliat  they  do  not 
know  the  nature  of  evidence  or  testimony.  They  should  know  that  sJl  that  is  asserted 
by  the  bible  has  to  be  proved  authentic,  or  it  is  no  bible.  If  the  general  authenticity  is 
not  vouched  for  by  competent  testimony,  all  the  statements  are  perfect  perjury. 

Is  there  no  chasm  of  this  peculiar  bible  after  the  death  of  Nehemiah,  for  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ?  Is  this  nothing  ?  Where  are  the  sacred  Urim  and  Thiunmim,  the  ark 
itself,  and  all  the  gorgeous  appurtenances  of  the  Jewish  worship  that  would  testify  to 
this  dead  bible  ?  Are  they  all  gone  the  way  ttiat  all  their  peculiar  superstition  will  ^o  ] 
How  came  the  profanation  of  burning  their  books  of  the  law  by  Antiochos  and  the 
Romans,  the  burning  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  not  enough  to  have  caused  their  pecu- 
liar god  to  show  how  terrible  he  was  to  such  profaners  1  Then  was  the  opportunity  to 
prove  his  power,  even  better,  by  a  timely  anticipation.  Nature's  laws  are  God's  laws, 
that  are  universal  and  immutable.  What  if  a  man,  as  Moses  or  Christ,  Mahomet  or 
Joe  Smith,  Bhudd  or  Lama,  tells  the  people  that  tliey  have,  through  him,  especial 
peculiar  select  laws  handed  them  by  their  god,  would  not  every  truthful  and  honest  soul 
affirm  that  he  was  an  impostor  of  the  worst  calibre  ? 

If  you  want  a  quiet,  easy,  and  facile  life,  go  for  the  bible,  what  is  popular,  if  not 
right. 

Speak  of  the  political  condition  of  the  Jews  1  What  must  have  been  the  severe 
condition  of  their  people,  governed  by  the  priestocracy,  when  they,  with  one  voice, 
rushed  to  monarchy,  pictured  as  it  was  a  despotism  ? 

The  bible-people  had  no  world  morals,  murdering  the  holders  of  the  country  on  false 
pretences,  thereby  inculpating  themselves  in  blasphemy,  and  alienating  themselves  frum 
the  balance  of  the  world.  The  Jewish  nation  had  their  ideas  moulded  to  peculiar  faith, 
and  out  of  all  such  they  could  not  travel.  The  bible  allowed  no  room  for  genius  or 
truth,  no  matter  how  pure  is  monotheism. 

God  does  not  do  works  of  supererogation  for  proof,  when  erne  fully  demonstrates  all 
as  clear  as  sunbeams. 

If  the  bible  had  been  God-inspiration,  it  would  have  taught  us  the  final  causes  and 

1>rinciples  of  things,  but  it  has  not — that  is  reserved  for  future  lights  of  science,  know- 
edge  and  wisdom,  or  the  future  existence  of  the  soul. 

The  great  scheme  of  redemption,  as  the  priestocracy  absurdly  and  nonsensically  cali 
it,  IB  comprehended  in  that  of  creation,  which  necessarily  includes  cotemporaneous  and 
eternal  preservation,  all  the  work  of  the  God  of  the  universe.     Who  put  tlie  dates  tu 
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the  bible  %  The  compilers.  By  what  authority  ?  That  of  assumption,  guess-work. 
That  is  the  way  the  bible  is  made  up.  With  all  their  boasted  inspiration,  they  could 
not  write  the  revelation  right.  . 

^Vhat  man  of  wisdom,  then,  will  attempt  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures? 
How  very  ignorant  are  all  peculiar  faith  people  of  tlie  real  attributes  of  God,  a^  the 
Jews  and  Christians  after  all  their  boasts. 

If  man  had  had  a  revelation,  it  would  have  taught  him  the  mighty  truths  of  world 
jr<*vtrnineHts,  benignant  with  principles.  All  that  wc  have  thereof,  is  too  puerile  f(»r 
(.it)  I,  It  is  too  small,  descends  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous.  Admit  that  the 
V,  1m  r  an  ient  world  confessed  the  need  of  reveliitiou,  still  where  now  is  less  need  by 
;aiy  b«»ok  revelation  false  capital  olfercd? 

Tlie  bible  supplies  no  god  revelation.  It  is  all  the  false  pretences  of  the  priesiou^ 
racv. 

'the  starting  self-certificate  of  every  prophet  bible-writer  claiming  to  bo  of  Oorl,  im- 
peaches his  own  veracity,  implicates  his  honor,  and  involves  his  iiitejTrliy.  'I'hc  very 
idea  is  a  demoralization,  the  most  blasphemous  imposition,  and  inijieachos  the  whole 
lx>ok.  The  whole  of  the  bible  is  made  up,  as  a  preceding  dateless  lcg<Miil,  uUoiit  wliii-h 
no  question  should  be  asked.  Things  passed  so  recorded,  were  to  be  a  history,  if  the 
people  were  verdant  enough  to  take  it  for  granted. 

Who  could  disprove  it,  when  inquisitions  or  imperial  arms  bristled  ? — when  councils 
banished — empires  exiled — ^the  church  proscribed?  The  fiat  of  that  church  was 
powerful,  the  league  potent,  and  the  collusion  great.  The  bible  is  the  mother  of  blas- 
phemies, but  as  the  motlier  of  a  faith  dynasty,  all  else  was  overlooked. 

The  idea  with  many  people  of  the  world  is,  that  the  bible  goes  back  to  creation,  and 
is  the  fountain  head  of  all  books.  It  is  the  fountain  head  of  priestoeracy  errors — mere 
legends — false  statements. 

Is  there  any  copy  of  the  old  testament  before  the  year  seven  hundred  ?  Not  only 
were  the  writers  of  the  bible,  but  the  seventy  translators  of  the  septuagint,  are  claimed 
as  inspired ! 

Having  seen  all  these  bibles  tried  to  disgust,  nothing  remains  but  to  discard  them, 
having  the  true  means.  Would  not  the  world  laugh  at  the  pythoness,  or  the  oracle- 
mongers  for  claiming  orthodoxy  of  inspiration  ?  What  better  are  any  prophets  or 
preachers  professing  than  they  ?  Are  they  not  analogical  ?  Has  the  world  forgot  the 
one,  that  it  should  trust  so  implicitly  the  other  ? 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  not  only  the  most  demoralizing  books  in  the  world,  but 
they  are  outrageously  so,  absolutely  dangerous  to  man,  woman  and  child.  They  con-^ 
stitute  the  bibles  of  the  priestoeracy,  and  their  criticism  repels  many,  causing  them, 
though  no  believers,  to  account  for  the  difficulty  of  bibles  in  mysterious,  a  most  con- 
venient way  of  escape.  But  bible-mysteries  are  ever  bible-perjuries.  The  priestoeracy 
have  libeled  and  blustered  much  about  infidelity,  but  that  is  not  an  essential  issue  with 
the  world.  The  issue  is  not  iniideUty,  but  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures  on  satis- 
factory proof,  and  thtf  true  position,  monotheism.  Before  any  bible-advocates  arraign 
the  world  for  infidelity,  they  are  honorably  bound  to  prove  satisfactorily  the  authenticity 
of  their  peculiar  faith  and  bible.  Who,  then,  would  call  that  religion,  to  libel  opponents 
that  were  so  on  religious  principles  ?  Before  any  peculiar  bible-advocates  can  say  one 
word  about  infidels,  they  must  prove  conclusively  that  all  is  right  about  their  authen- 
ticity, which  has  never  been  done  yet,  all  peculiar  faiths  being  indebted  to  rank  fiction 
in  the  inception,  creation  and  life-support. 

Kather  than  believe  contraty  to  the  facts  of  nature,  I  must  believe  that  all  miracle- 
mongers  lie,  and  that  all  moderns  that  pretend  to  support  them,  lie  as  outrageously. 

What  is  the  history  of  the  apocryphsd  books  ?  Those  that  were  received  as  orthodox 
were  only  admitted  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  last  council  of  Trent,  along  with  the  old 
and  new  testament.  The  western  church  only  admitted  them.  Protestants  excluded 
them  as  uncanonical  or  fabulous.  It  seems  the  writers  played  the  same  game  on  their 
predecessors  as  the  Mormons  on  theirs — outlied  them.  That  is  all.  Unfortunately 
they  contradicted  the  older  books,  and  admitted  too  little  of  inspiration,  and  thus  exclu- 
ded themselves,  till  a  severe  probation  of  centuries  rendered  them  of  some  authority  by 
antiquity.  Their  history  proves  most  conclusively  to  the  world,  and  persons  of  reflec- 
tion must  see  how  all  this  bible  writing  is  done.  The  successful  liars  are  canonized  or 
smuggled,  the  unsuccessful  are  excluded  in  part.  How  much  longer  is  the  world  to  be 
treated  to  all  this  odiously  sill^  infamy  ?  All  bibles  of  tradition  are  apocryphal  to  mono- 
theism, clearly  so.  When  will  the  silly  followers  learn  all  this  ?  Not  till  the  people's 
treasury  is  exhausted.  It  is  really  astonishing  that  the  people  overlook  such  plain 
things,  that  Moses  wrote  his  own  obituary  and  the  circumstances  of  his  death  and 
burial,  and  his  comparison,  with  all  the  prophets,  as  they  were  called.     This  beats  all 
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the  apocrypha  all  hollow.  Much  posterior  authority  is  quoted  in  the  scriptures,  to  help 
prove  their  authenticity ;  but  that  will  not  begin  to  do. 

Cotemporary  authority  is  the  one  to  be  considered  of  most  respect.  I  believe  that 
all  the  priestocracy  that  have  written  to  help  sustain  their  bibles  have  misrepresented. 
Some  few  have  done  it  by  too  much  confidence  in  others,  who  did  il  designedly.  Ad- 
vocates of  the  scriptures  evade  the  necessity  of  proof  of  their  authenticity,  because  part 
of  the  world  affects  to  believe  them,  or  takes  them  for  granted  that  are  true ! 

If  the  advocates  do  not  prove  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  but  libel  the  opponents 
as  infidels,  they  add  two  untruths  to  their  sins  and  blasphemy. 

I  consider  all  the  bibles  wound  up  entirely. 

The  road  to  convict  infidelity  is  through  satisfactory  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
scriptures.  The  pulpit  priestocracy  may  try  to  stave  off  the  proof  by  flaunts  at  mono- 
theism, but  they  must  be  held  to  it  by  the  people,  or  kicked  out  of  tlie  pulpit. 

Man  is  inclined  to  leave  the  adequate  elements  that  nature  gave  him,  and  fiy  to  others 
of  no  value. 

We  believe  all  bibles  of  tradition  the  most  palpable  forgeries,  and  that  forgeries  and 
false  pretences  are  kept  up  to  this  day,  to  uphold  them. 

Talk  of  inspiration,  indeed,  when  one  sees  ignorant  preachers  ?  The  bible  produces 
blunders  upon  blunders,  perjuries  upon  perjuries.  The  world  has  idolized  blasphemous 
Moses,  Christ,  Mahomet,  Bhudd,  Joe  Smith,  Lama,  &c.  Why  have  these  men  tempted 
so  unnecessarily  the  ignorant  mass  of  mankind  1  Why  have  they  plotted  the  dispensa- 
tions of  the  w^orld  ?  By  such  you  ask  for  a  perfect  world,  and  life  enjoyment.  How 
are  you  entitled  to  that  superlative  distinction  ?  How  have  you  merited  such  I  How 
have  the  peculiar  faiths  and  their  bibles  been  sustained?  The  world's  history  shows. 
England,  free  as  she  has  been,  nearly  all  Europe,  make  it  penal  to  publish  a  full  state- 
ment against  the  bible  !  How  many  writers,  as  Bolingbroke,  were  restricted  in  their 
systems,  when  they  wrote?  What  is  more  odious  than  book  despotism,  especially 
of  old  exploded  notions  not  fit  for  freemen  1  Is  the  world  to  be  thus  enslaved  by  them  1 
Who  undertakes  to  settle  matters  of  first  and  exalted  principles  of  the  world  ?  Moiioj)o- 
lists,  who,  above  all,  have  no  rightful  pretensions,  and  should  be  silenc€>d.  Were  the 
writers  of  peculiar  bibles  competent  to  personate  the  God  of  creation,  when  their  igno- 
rance of  natural  phenomena  is  so  apparent  ?  The  igneous  and  aqueous  revolutions  by 
electrical,  chemical  and  other  moving  forces  that  are  constant  and  powerful,  are  clearly 
overlooked  in  the  geological  condition  of  the  earth  ;  and  a  specific  deluge,  with  specinc 
dispensations,  is  introduced  to  cover  up  that  ignorance.  Instead  of  a  clear  elucidation 
of  the  mighty  secrets  of  astronomy,  to  enable  the  devout  student  to  fix  the  proper  era  of 
time,  all  is  more  or  less  a  miserable  blank,  making  fools  of  false  astronomers  and  them- 
selves. Mind  is  left  to  conjecture,  or  discover,  how  solar  systems  of  the  universe  are  uni- 
ted, and  even  correct  the  false  positions  and  delusions  of  meteoric  appearances,  niistaken 
for  stars  falling !  The  whole  bible  is  wrong.  Monotheism  teaches  the  sublime  of  duty,  to 
exclude  all  bibles  of*  tradition,  peculiar  faiths,  priestocracy  and  superstition.  The  time 
ought  to  be  now,  when  proper  discussion  of  truth  ought  to  take  f)lace,  where  truth  ca> 
be  illustrated.  No  peculiar  faith  untruths,  in  or  out  of  bibles,  ought  to  go  unwhipt  ot 
justice.  The  world  ought  to  know  at  once  what  is  the  truth  of  religion,  and  nothing 
short  of  it.  Clear  up  the  bible  as  a  preliminary,  but  as  it  is  obscured  by  a  fog,  a 
mysticism,  exclude  it. 

Let  the  world  only  think  of  the  horrid  iniquity  of  supporting  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  by 
inquisitions,  bully ings,  crushing  of  man's  life-rights  out  of  the  world.  Can  anything  be 
more  iniquitous  in  the  world  1  What  was  all  that  for  1  Because  these  bibles  could  not 
support  themselves !  Is  it  possible  that  the  world  of  people  and  mind  is  to  be  ruthlessly 
sacrificed  for  such  pitiful  things  as  bibles  of  tradition  ?  Even  so ;  it  has  been  done  lonij 
enough.  Away  with  this  shadow  and  delusion,  the  bible  of  priestocracy  ;  it  is  one  ot 
the  basest  impositions  on  the  world.  It  does  not  even  give  the  world  first  principles. 
Society  can  work  its  own  good,  on  proper  principles.  Mind  has  to  adopt  what  l»od 
gave  of  the  universe,  not  what  man  conceives  in  scrub-bibles  of  ignorant  barbarian  tra- 
dition. 

What  constitutional  justice  is  there  in  imposing  such  stuff  on  mind,  the  world  1 

What  presumption  is  there  about  the  bible,  that  is  asserted  to  be  the  head  of  all  books 
and  authorities  ?  On  what  right  is  this  assertion  1  By  the  privilege  of  the  priestoc- 
racy ?  It  is  the  interest  of  the  unprincipled  holder  of  a  bank  note,  though  spurious^  to 
pass  it  for  genuine.  The  fault  then  is  in  the  receiver,  who  is  identified  with  the  fraud 
and  the  crime  of  the  man  that  passes  him  the  bill.  The  bible  is  old  enough  to  speak 
truth  and  prove  it,  if  it  has  truth.  But  it  has  none,  and  ought  to  be  nailed  to  conscience 
counter  as  a  base  fabrication.  It  is  indispensable  that  the  bible  holders  should  pro«« 
their  book,  or  be  silent. 
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How  dare  they  libel  infidels,  as  they  call  them,  when  they  cannot  prove  the  book  dis- 
believed ?  Faith  is  it,  that  is  demanded  ?  Is  it  not  the  faith  in  faithless  demago^es 
sLnd  priestocracy,  who  act  in  most  miserable  bad  faith  to  God  and  his  holy  sacred  writ- 
ings, the  portraiture  of  cause  and  effect? 

The  peculiar  bible  is  all  man^s  plans  of  patchwork,  but  all  the  doings  of  priestocracy 
"virill  be  no  where. 

I  have  in  vain  sought  for  the  vital,  genial  food  of  mind  for  the  whole  world,  in  the 
hiblos  of  tradition.  Let  Moses  tell  the  tale,  and  he  was  a  greater,  more  consistent 
fh  iracter  than  his  bible  god,  who  was  going  to  destroy  the  Jews  several  times  but  for 
Nloses,  who  is  pretended  to  remind  him  of  his  promises,  and  particularly  his  oath ;  yet, 
a^t'ter  all,  both,  as  all  the  bible  worthies,  perjured  themselves,  and  the  bible  is  the  record. 
1  low^  changeable  was  this  god,  with  Jonah  and  with  Moses !  No  such  thing;  the  world 
2.^  to  behold  the  influence,  the  potent  influence  of  the  Jew  priestocracy,  with  their  bible 
trod.  The  God  of  the  universe  never  changes.  Wh(?n  cause  and  ett'ect  lead  mind  to 
tUo  Great  First  Cause,  they  will  bring  about  man^s  legislation. 

After  all  God's  getting  up  early  in  the  morning,  he  could  not  get  the  prophets  and 
h  :a  people  to  go  right — ttiat  is,  either  the  people  were  not  as  represented,  or  their  god 
\*'as  imbecile.  It  is  really  astonishing  how  little  the  world  knows  of  the  peculiar  bibles. 
I  low  tew  read  to  analyze,  but  take  all  as  the  infamous  priestocracy  declare  in  their 
vile.st  of  impositions ;  yet  how  ignorant  the  priestocracy  are,  who  cannot  analyze  mind 
most  clearly,  attributing  to  the  efl^ects  of  their  faith  a  non-entity,  what  is  certainly  due 
mind.     They  assume  to  know  all,  but  monopolize  and  usurp  by  pretences. 

We  owe  allegiance  to  mind  before  peculiar  faith  bibles  of  men,  sanctioned  by  conn- 
oils  of  men  totally  irresponsible  to  the  present  age  or  people,  or  to  religion.  The 
<]uescion  is,  whether  peculiar  faith  and  its  peculiar  bibles  shall  be  put  down  in  the  world, 
or  rational  religion?  Who  decided  on  these  books,  at  the  councils?  The  priest- 
ocracy united  to  imperial  despotisms.  Mere  men!  What  right  then  have  any  to 
declare  them  the  word  of  God,  when  men  alone  sanctioned  them?  How  dare  any 
impostors  to  pretend  these  books  the  word  of  God  ? 

If  the  world's  verdict  could  be  made  up  about  all  such  bibles,  it  would  be  against 
them,  and  put  down  all  the  evils  engendered  in  the  bible  and  maintained  to  uphold  it. 
The  admission  of  that  bible  through  various  councils,  or  having  it  passed  upon,  is  full 
proof  that  God  did  not  introduce  it. 

The  bible  begins  and  ends  in  false  pretences. 

We  may  find  the  world  very  ignorant  of  the  bible,  so  much  so,  that  we  may  be 
utterly  astonished  to  find  how  came  so  many  snch  in  their  church,  and  are  forced  to 
U;lievc  that  peculiar  education  and  discipline,  interest,  ignorance,  and  prejudice,  besides 
superstition,  have  caused  much  of  it.  The  worid  is  actually  afraid  to  say  any  thing 
against  the  bible,  for  he  who  adds  to  or  takes  from  it,  shall  lose  his  part  in  the  kingdom 
of  its  heaven,  &c.  Many  actually  believe  all  this  stuflf!  Some  believe  that  the  bible 
is  every  thing  of  a  book.  They  read  a  few  chapters,  as  coming  directly  from  God — 
not  with  any  analysis,  but  that  all  in  the  bible  is  really  so  without  any  doubt.  Even  to 
doubt,  is  beyond  the  pale  of  safety. 

The  scriptures  need  but  this  one  sermon  proof  of  their  authenticity  to  preach  them- 
stlvos  to  all  the  world,  that  will  rush  to  the  faith.  The  bible  of  truth  cannot  be  hurt  by 
a  searching  analysis  ;  only  that  of  peculiar  faith,  bullies  on  proscription  and  inquisition 
to  prohibit  it.  The  bible  has  produced  disquiet  and  endless  evils.  What  a  farce  it  is 
U)  expect  the  people  to  help  carry  out  the  principles  of  conservative  revolution.  Of  the 
p^'ople  that  secretly  do  not  believe  in  the  bible,  where  are  their  morals  ?  Many  of 
them  in  their  pockets.  What  a  demoralization  of  the  miserable  degraded  priestocracy, 
who  assert,  that  there  is  no  other  way  whereby  man  acts. 

No  wonder  at  the  ruinous  state  of  the  world  morals  at  this  day  !  The  poor  deluded 
people  of  the  priestocracy-governed  worl;},  never  dream  that  all  the  bible  is  the  greatest 
outrage  oo  reason,  mind  and  justice.  Why  do  I  disbelieve  the  bible  ?  Because  reli- 
gion bids  it.  She  bids  ns  not  violate  nature,  much  less  its  God.  The  bible  vilely 
libels  both  God  and  man. 

Is  the  bible  of  any  pecniiar  faith  true  ?  If  it  be,  the  world  should  rash  at  it,  and 
universally  adopt  it  as  the  only  safe  code.  But  if  none  be  true,  as  it  is  not  by  the  very 
nature  of  cause  and  effect,  then  it  is  the  worst  species  of  imposition,  and  its  priest- 
ocracy knowing  it  to  be  false  necessarily,  are  most  degrading  under  such  blasphemy. 
They  are  after  some  of  the  hundreds  of  milliona  of  dollars  appropriated  unworthily  by 
the  world  to  such  ignominious  proceedings. 

Can  any  one  blame  me  for  exposing  the  true  state  of  the  truth  about  all  peculiar 
bibles  1  't'hey  ought  to  be  grateful  to  escape  from  such  evils,  and  all  will,  but  the 
priestocracy  and  their  minions,  who  look  for  the  millions  of  dollars  that  the  poor  deluded 
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world  lias  annually  to  raise.  It  is  a  burning  shame  that  the  frame  work  of  society  is 
made  up  of  such  corrupt  materials. 

Iri^what  position  of  it  can  we  expect  truth  and  honesty,  when  religion  is  basely  coun- 
terfeited, and  all  warred  upon  for  the  exposure  1  The  people  of  the  world  ooght  to 
o];en  both  eyes. 

Tiie  advocates  of  the  bible,  are  not  to  estimate  any  assault  upon  it  further  than  tiie 
facts  warrant. 

IIovv  absurd  it  is  for  tlic  prcpont  generation  to  think  of  undergoing  the  impracticable 
responsibility  of  carr>iii;r  oij  t\vi  old  exploded  bibles  of  pecuhar  faith  1 

'i'o  what  is  Ibe  \\inU\  i'j.'.-.fcii  for  its  discovery  1 

Mini,  and  notbiuf;  loo.s  tliaii  that  perverted.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  it  would  havp 
been  a  rational  coJo  of  truth  and  facts,  not  of  faith  of  false  pretences.  Had  it  been 
mind  ri^rbtly  cultivated  in  science,  the  gift  would  have  been  religion. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  citizens  hold  ofi"  about  all  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faiths.  They  do 
Dot  wish  antagonism  of  a  bullying  bigotry.  The  immutable  supreme  laws  of  nature, 
rule  out  all  the  petty  bibles  of  despotic  co<les.  In  the  name  of  religion,  rational  reli- 
gion, monotlieism,  1  impeach  all  such  before  the  triLunal  of  conscience. 

No  monotheist  seeks  at  all  to  do  away  with  the  bible  of  religion,  but  to  decide  on 
what  that  is.  Every  mind  has  a  right  to  review  what  councils  have  pretended  to 
make,  and  if  finding  all  false,  impeach  and  discredit  it.  Thus  I  do.  The  Jew  bible. 
was  for  Jew  land,  and  none  else.  The  Jews  were  for  no  one  but  themselves,  llow 
foolish  is  it  for  the  moderns  to  commit  themselves,  to  uphold  an  exploded  bible  that 
cannot  uphold  itself.     It  is  bribery,  corruption. 

What  is  the  framework  of  such  society  worth?  the  spirit  of  conscience  comipteJfor 
bible  niith ! 

But  the  bible  says  so,  and  they  tell  us  that  the  bible  must  be  right,  as  it  was  the  first 
book,  and  reflects  the  true  history  of  the  world.  Which  bible,  as  people  of  their  pecu- 
liar faith,  make  several  ? 

As  to  any  bible  that  is  peculiar,  is  it  not  as  peculiarly  perverted  as  its  pricstocracy ' 
What  is  the  diflference  between  a  degraded  priestocracy  and  all  their  bibles  1 

Do  not  all  such  books  speak  as  Talsely  as  their  authors  ?  If  the  authors  lie,  their 
books  are  to  be  judged  accordingly.  If  true,  the  bible  ought  to  be  sustained,  but  ii 
false,  the  whole  world  should  put  it  down. 

Churchmen,  priestocracies  and  all,  are  bound  to  the  supreme  allegiance  of  their  pure 
Creator,  who  rules  in  unity.     All  other  pretences  are  polytheism  or  atheism. 

The  world  must  go  for  the  religion  of  his  spirit,  not  of  priestocracy's  books.  There 
is  no  peculiar  bible  religion,  but  there  is  mind  religion,  and  that  the  peculiar  bible  writers 
never  dreamed  of.     For  that  ignorance  all  such  must  be  impeached  and  discarded. 

But  the  ancient  bible  has  all  matters,  many  think,  on  which  the  history  of  Uie  worlJ 
depends.  None  of  it  can  bear  the  analysis  of  truth.  In  Lev.  ch.  xviii.  v.  3.,  Moses 
refers  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Egyptians  and  Canaanites.  to  be  avoided  by  the  Jews; 
who,  of  course,  only  had  another  kind  of  paganism.  Many  of  the  nations  of  the  world 
were  doubtlessly  dead  and  buried  before  the  Jews  began  their  national  existence. 

How  many  people,  that  do  not  believe  in  the  bible,  go  with  the  crowd  ?  Is  it  not  a 
ma^jority  ? 

Popularity,  not  rectitude,  is  of  faith  ;  that  religion  reverses. 

Did  you  ever,  by  reading  your  bible,  perceive  the  contradictions  ?  If  you  did  not, 
you  never  read  it  understandingly.  You  must  have  seen  that  such  could  not  have  been 
the  work  of  God,  who  does  not  contradict  himself.  How  does  the  world  read  its  bible  1 
It  receives  it  of  the  priestocracy,  who  tell  it,  it  is  the  word  of  God  ;  it  reads  the  bible 
on  that  false  position  !  Wliat  various  shades  and  degrees  of  guilt  and  perjury  in  all 
that !  W'hat  blasphemy,  what  false  pretence,  what  demoralization !  If  the  unity  of  the 
human  race  is  untenable,  then  the  bible  goes  ;  for  the  fall  of  Adam  could  not  embrace 
the  balance,  out  of  unity ;  but  the  bible  is  ruled  out  of  the  world^s  confidence,  not  only 
by  rational,  but  philosophical  education,  that  teaches  mind  to  look  into  cause  and  effect. 
If  the  world  do  not  maintain  a  conservative,  it  will  have  to  undergo  a  radical  revolu- 
tion. It  must  progress  in  rational,  not  peculiar  faith  education.  No  peculiar  faith  bi- 
ble is  an  exponent  of  religion.  The  bible  of  Moses  is  the  exponent  of  peculiar  faith— 
a  mere  nothing.  What  idle  absurdities  ^ro  now-a-days  told  of  the  spirit  land.  How 
many  believe  in  all  such  as  ghost  stories,  when  they  are  all  superstition.  All  the  idle 
tales  about  tlie  knockings  are  no  more  than  the  idle  dreams  of  visionaries.  They  tell 
no  more  than  mind  tells,  and  mind  perverted  at  that.  This  is  the  creation  of  the  bible, 
the  father  of  such  abominable  nonsense  and  imposition — of  millions  of  such  superstition 
and  faith,  that  have  been  imposed  on  the  world's  credulity.  The  world  adopts  tlie  bible 
worship,  modern  idolatry,  the  worst  of  all  vassalage. 
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This  miserable  bible,  to  which  the  loveliest  features  of  intellectual  and  yirtuous  mind 
are  so  grossly  sacrificed,  is  adopted  l)y  much  of  the  world,  to  cheat  itself. 

What  horrid  iniquity?  The  bible  is  not  a  legitimate  document,  nor  legitimately 
applied. 

All  the  thousand  and  one  humbugs  of  superstition  will  never  be  suppressed,  till  the 
peculiar  bibles  are  excluded  the  world ;  then  we  shall  liave  in  the  land  of  science, 
morals,  religion,  and  good  honest  sense. 

The  bible  is  believed  by  millions,  who  have  never  investigated,  to  be  almost  cotem- 
porary  with  the  world,  and  to  be  the  head  of  all  histories,  uii:l  the  origin  of  all  original 
I  Jeas.  That  we  are  more  indebted  to  a  mere  iiKin  book,  for  an  idea  of  God,  than  his 
universe !     All  this  is  the  basest  sophistry  of  priestocracy. 

These  are  the  follies  and  vices  of  having  bibles  as  gods.  What  is  the  difierence 
between  the  verbal  oracles  of  the  old  priestocracy  from  the  bible  oracles  of  the 
present ] 

They  are  both  equal,  vile,  and  base  impositions  on  the  world,  and  ought  to  be  ruled 
out  by  rational  mind. 

Ttus  most  absurd  idea,  of  doing  by  mind  now  what  mind  is  said  to  have  done  before, 
no  matter  how  partially,  and  with  what  imbecility  obtained,  reflects  on  the  world,  that 
can  investigate  on  the  lights  of  science  that  this  age  presents.  Will  the  sectarians 
have  the  magnanimity  to  see  more  clearly,  as  they  have  better  means  than  their  ances- 
tors ?  fiy  this  time  mind  should  recognise,  on  the  true  principles  of  causation,  God,  in 
the  munificence,  the  magnificence  of  his  sublimity.  I  now  go  against  all  iniidels,  and 
would  be  ten  times  stronger  if  I  could.  Revelation  is  it  ?  Is  it  any  less  than  that  of 
the  priestocracy  ?  Conceive,  citizens,  of  the  priestess  of  the  tripod.  Which  is  worse  ? 
Of  coarse  the  modern  priestocracy,  as  better  lights,  should  have  prevented  all  these  false 
pretences.  All  peculiar  bibles  are  the  covenants  of  the  priestocracy.  The  bible  advo- 
cates sillily  try  to  uphold  the  peculiar  bible,  that  ought  to  uphold  itself. 

You  ask  me  to  respect  Moses  and  Christ. 

It  is  you  and  your  bibles  that  have  desecrated  their  personal  virtues,  if  they  had 
them.  You  adopt  the  false  pretences  of  the  degraded  priestocracy,  that,  to  fasten  their 
vile  despotism  on  the  world's  mind,  sought  all  the  wiles  of  odious  bigotry,  all  the  mean- 
ness of  lying  and  deceit,  united  with  all  the  lowest  intrigues  of  the  world,  to  build  up  a 
false  position,  substituting  the  pulpit  for  the  tripod,  their  pecuhar  faith  for  religion.  All 
this  is  the  stuff  that  sophists  sport  with,  to  master  the  noblest  prerogatives  and  rights  of 
mind.     Many  bible  critics  have  condemned  various  parts,  enough  to  decide  all. 

national  mind  can  parry  tbem  all  at  one  blow,  as  well  as  tlieir  prime  originators,  the 
peculiar  bibles. 

I  was  friendly  to  the  best  received  notions  of  bibles,  till  I  thought  for  myself.  I  ad- 
vocate what  I  am  now  convinced,  most  conscientiously,  is  the  truth. 

As  to  the  opinions  of  supposed  great  men,  about  the  bible,  that  is  a  subject  of  mind's 
pure  analysis.  Do  we  know  all  the  circumstances  and  perversions  of  pecuUar  faith,  its 
briberies,  corruptions  ?  Its  history  is  parallel  with  most  of  the  world  and  its  govern- 
ments. Too  much  of  it  has  been  part  of  the  govermental  machinery.  There  would 
be  no  merit  in  bible  believers,  if  all  the  authenticity  of  the  bible  was  proved.  How, 
otherwise,  if  not  fully  proved,  should  we  then  ever  know  the  proper  distinction  between 
the  bible  of  imposition  and  the  one  that  is  rational  and  true  ?  That  of  imposition  would 
be  ever  veiled  in  the  false  pretences  of  mysteries,  that  the  God  of  the  universe  does  not 
deal  in.  The  only  one  is  the  bible  of  rational  mind  and  religion.  All  others  are  self- 
condemned  the  moment  of  conception,  as  peculiar,  whereas  the  God  of  the  universe  has 
naught  peculiar  in  that  respect !  So  far  are  these  writers  from  doing  justice  to  God, 
that  they  foolishly  exclude  a  correct  view  of  God's  works,  as  regards  their  heavens, 
that  they  curtail  of  half  the  proportions.  Is  there  no  necessity  for  revelation  ?  None 
at  all,  as  all  are  as  God  created,  and  his  cause  and  effect  revelations  are  more  glorious 
than  priestocracy  can  appropriate.  The  bible  has  interpolations,  Uiat  betray  it  as  a 
bungling  botch  of  priestocracy,  a  mere  patchwork  ;  so  far  from  one  covenant  following 
another,  as  those  of  God,  an  afler-thought,  all, the  bible  additions;  and  all  so  far  from 
being  the  work  of  inspired  men,  that  all  of  them,  principals  and  seconds,  agents  and  act- 
ors, are  impostors  on  the  people,  including  the  apostles  and  messiahs. 

But  we  cannot  question  God's  plan,  as  to  Christ  being  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  hoQse  of  Israel :  Matt  x.  34. 

Of  course,  if  this  was  God's  mission,  I  would  support  that.  Give  the  people  the 
proof  of  the  authenticity  of  any  bible,  for  them  to  know  that  the  characters — ^priestoc- 
racy, ministers,  and  preachers  therein  employed — are  not  impostors.  For  there  may 
and  can  be  inimmerable  systems  of  faith  firom  first  to  last,  each  having  the  justification. 
They  are  all  systems  of  faith,  and  if  the  followers  can  even  believe  the  most  horrible 
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of  them,  that  one  is  the  right  one.  Such  is  the  odious  and  impeachable  doctrine  of 
faith.  When  bible-advocates  are  cornered  about  prophecies,  then  they  admit  they  are 
vague  and  mysterious,  the  very  cloak  for  imposition,  perjury.  All  peculiar  faith-bibles 
are  bound  to  go  down.  Some  of  the  bible  critics  are  dangerous,  unless  they  compre- 
hend the  whole  subject,  that  betrays  itself.  What  an  absurd  idea,  that  a  book  called  the 
bible,  issued  by  the  priestocracy  of  peculiar  faith,  should  establish  the  religion  that  God 
gave  through  principles. 

The  bible  is  the  parent  of  usurpation  and  monopoly,  and  keeps  up  the  >vorst  collusion 
of  the  priestocracy,  by  superstitious  bigotry  and  bribery  of  millions  of  dollars.  To  say 
that  the  merits  of  free,  moral  agency  is  lost  by  full  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  tlie 
scriptures,  is  not  begging  but  sn<*aking  from  the  question  !  What  miserable  abstractioD 
of  the  peculiar  bibles  that  mislead  on  trifles,  impiety.     What  desecration  of  mind ! 

As  all  such  bibles  can  only  be  purified  by  fire,  make  a  bonfire  of  all  such.  Instead 
of  the  world  losing  time  about  such  bil;>Ies,  it  should  have  principles  to  regulate  it. 

The  peculiar  world  is  governed  by  policy,  not  principle.  How  absurd  is  it  that  our 
forefathers  should  bind  their  generation  to  exploded  peculiar  bibles !     What  criminality ! 

The  legends  of  the  Aztecs,  which  are  equivalent  to  any  bible  of  peculiar  faith,  tell  of 
four  successive  revolutions  that,  at  different  epochs,  destroyed  mankind. 

The  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  are  all  pagan  legends  and  follies. 

The  Jewish  bible  is  the  folly  of  a  people  that  lost  its  nationality  by  it,  after  losing 
its  rationality.  It  was  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  government.  Shall  mind  be  held 
in  abeyance  to  all  the  little  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  ? 

All  peculiar  bibles  were  made  to  swindle  the  world,  mind,  in  regal  and  priestocracy 
governments,  which  have  bullied  and  proscribed  free  inquiry. 

Do  not  desecrate  God's  holy  name,  by  the  unholy,  ungodly  bibles  of  peculiar  faith! 
Never ! 

No  man  should  commit  himself  about  any  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  for  if  he  assert  any 
is  holy  or  is  the  word  of  God,  and  cannot  prove  it,  a  thing  impossible,  he  stands  before 
the  world,  condemned  as  an  impostor  and  a  supporter  of  false,  perjured  pretences.  He 
is  condemned  already,  as  supporting  untruths  most  impious. 

To  call  the  bible  the  holy  writ,  is  horrible  impiety. 

That  is  a  profanation,  a  desecration  of  Grod's  works. 

All  such  are  peculiar  works  of  the  priestocracy,  and  contain  their  oracles.  As  to 
mysteries,  were  any  such  bible  the  word  of  the  living  God,  it  would  unravel  them  as 
the  highest  proof  of  his  intellectual  work. 

If  God*8  inspiration  had  appeared  in  any  such,  there  could  not  possibly  be  any  mys- 
teries. 

These  bibles  supplant  the  noble,  pure' actions  of  enlightened  mind,  and  retard  its 
progress  to  refined  civilization.  No  peculiar  bible  can  be  the  unerring  guide  of  recti- 
tude, when  it  is  conceived  in  false  pretences  all  the  time.  It  is  neither  truthful  nor 
honest,  nor  purely  devoted  to  the  God  of  ^e  universe.  All  bibles  of  peculiar  fiiith  are 
conceived  in  sin,  fraud,  false  pretences,  and  grateful  thanks  to  our  illustrioud  civic,  coo- 
stitutional  institutions,  that  enable  me  to  aflirm  it  to  the  world.  Let  not  the  world  hug 
to  itself  delusively  the  phantom  of  any  peculiar  bible  :  all  a  desecration  to  God  and  mind. 

The  verification  of  the  facts  of  nature,  kills  every  bible  of  peculiar  fiiith  most  conclu- 
sively. No  book,  call  it  what  you  please,  bible  or  holy  writ,  forms  an  exception  io 
general  principles.  All  such  must  be  proved,  or  go  by  the  board  of  proper  ^nse, 
truth  and  honor.  Now,  no  such  book  should  be  a  part  of  tlie  machinery  of  any  fraud- 
pious,  kingly  or  priestly,  to  supplant  the  noble  rights  of  mind.  All  such  imposition 
must  be  put  down,  by  mind  that  duly  respects  and  honors  itself. 

The  fundamental  policy  of  all  bibles  should  be  religion,  that  shows  the  purity  of  mind  s 
duty  and  supreme  obligations,  equity  and  justice  to  all  the  world,  and  supreme,  exclusire 
reverence  to  God  the  Creator.  But  all  the  peculiar  faith-bibles  are  conceived  in  fraud, 
and  propagated  under  false  pretences,  promoting  man^s  devices,  not  God^s  rights.  No- 
thing can  be  worse. 

As  all  present  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  are  below  par  in  the  just  demands  of  civilised 
mind,  it  is  right  and  necessary  that  proper  investigation  be  made  for  the  true  one. 
Omnipotent  facts  prove  it  to  be  conclusively  the  bible  of  rational  mind.  Religion  truly 
sinks  all  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  for  the  only  one,  that  of  rational  religion,  rational  mind. 
The  bible  of  peculiar  faith  is  a  blasphemous  caricature  of  the  Creator,  whom,  if  aoy 
painter  had  thus  delineated,  he  would  have  been  considered  a  contemptible  daub. 

In  talking  about  the  bible  of  peculiar  faith,  the  weak-minded  affect  to  be  pleased  that 
th^  are  not  infidels. 

Now,  infidels  are  they,  who  cannot  believe  in  any  such  rubbish,  who  show  intellect 
and  virtuous  independence  in  non^adoption  of  such  tenets  ? 
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What  do  we  drop,  when  we  drop  the  bible  of  pecaliar  faith  ?  Fraud :  the  device  of 
fraud 

What  do  we  gain  ?    Pure  religion. 

That  none  but  the  Jews,  a  petty,  obscure  ancient  nation,  ignorant  and  barbarous,  should 
only  have  a  correct  view  of  God,  when  they  maimed  their  bodies  by  an  unnatural  cus- 
tom, and  sunk  their  nation  in  miserable  superstition,  vassals  to  their  priestocracy !  What 
a^bsurdity  and  nonsense.  An  infidel  to  all  this  is  the  wisest,  the  most  virtuous  and  hon- 
orable of  all.     I  thank  the  God  of  the  universe  that  I  am  an  infidel. 

What  is  all  such  bibles  for,  but  the  vilest  machinery  to  uphold  monopoly  and  usurpa- 
tion of  power? 

The  king  says  none  but  the  royal  rulers  have  the  right  to  direct  and  govern  the  world. 
>Vhy1 

Because  of  divine  right.  How  so  ?  You  believe  your  bible  ?  Of  course.  Well, 
that  upholds  kingly  power. 

Where  did  you  get  your  bible  ?  Speak  truth,  or  leave  the  pulpit,  and  shut  up  the 
church.  If  you  speak  truth,  you  will  have  to  leave  tlie  pulpit.  If  you  speak  lies, 
hoping  to  remain,  you  ought  to  be  driven  off. 

Will  the  people  pay  ministers  to  lie  for  them,  deceive  them  ?  Is  this  American  % 
Stop,  oh,  people !  all  this  accursed  frame-work  of  deception !  If  the  book  had  not  been 
wTOQgy  a  fraud  most  damnable,  the  Romans  would  not  have  stopped  the  reading,  but 
compelled  the  people,  liad  compulsion  been  needed. 

Shall  the  whole  world  be  brutalized  for  such  an  imposition  ? 

The  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  bible  ought  ever  to  be  kept  in  view,  in  regard  to 
a.U  that  is  preached.  If  tliat  were  the  case,  the  whole  pretensions  of  bibles  of  peculiar 
laith  would  necessarily  die  off.  They  have  no  base.  These  bibles  do  not  enable  the 
%iirorld  to  take  the  highest  ground,  at  the  best.  How  can  you  conscientiously  adopt  any 
bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  when  you  would  certainly  perjure  yourself  in  swearing  that 
they  were  true  ?  The  upholding  the  bible  by  various  combinations,  proves  that  it  can- 
not uphold  itself. 

The  world  seems  improving,  and  will  decree  the  bible  obsolete. 
Abolish  all  the  petty  bibles  of  peculiar  faith,  as  prejudicial  and  antagonistic  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  world.  Of  all  the  blockheads,  those  who  cherish  the  idea  of  a 
bible-devil,  are  most  nonsensical.  No  public  lie  ought  to  be  tolerated.  All  the  preach- 
ers o(  peculiar  bibles  are  necessarily  compelled  to  preach  lies,  and  if  intelligent,  must 
know  them  to  be  such,  as  pious  frauds  all  are  unmitigated  falsehoods.  All  peculiar 
bibles  inspire  church  lies  and  sophistry — the  world-corruption  of  the  worst  sort. 

It  matters  not  how  hoary-headed  the  error,  the  older  the  world- fraud  the  worse,  for 
all  such  bibles.  In  what  can  the  ancients  be  safe  models  for  the  moderns  1  In  iporals  ? 
In  what  did  their  pre-eminence  consist?  Wliat,  in  science?  When  we  have  just 
opened  the  mighty  treasury  of  nature  ?  Had  mind  reached  its  limits  in  government  ? 
The  idea  is  seen  to  be  preposterous,  when  the  constitutional  representative  government 
of  America *wa8  established,  and  when  such  becomes  continental  in  tlie  five  grand  divi- 
sions of  the  earth,  with  tiicir  insular  appurtenances,  then  mind  can  see  how  preposte- 
rous the  claim  of  the  ancients  being  models  in  one  thing  for  the  moderns.  They  had 
8ome  discoveries  most  brilliant  for  genius,  that  is  common  to  all  ages.  If  the  bible 
were  tnie,  there  would  be  a  rush  of  honest  innocence  to  its  support,  but  it  cannot  be 
upheld.  It  is  a  counterfeit.  Cunning,  base  men  have  joined  in  with  sophists  to  uphold 
monopoly  and  usurpation,  that  have  corrupted  the  frame-work  of  society  so  badly,  that 
fierjury  is  one  of  the  easiest  things  imaginable  by  and  for  the  bible,  rerjury,  by  the 
corruption  of  society,  is  most  practicable  in  the  world. 

As  the  bible  falls  short  of  universal  conservative  principles  confessedly,  it  cannot 
mcfU  the  demands  of  mind  tliat  requires  nothing  short  of  them,  consequently,  it  is  a 
deficiency  that  must  go  by  tlie  board.  The  bible  advocates  affect  tliat  it  upholds  reli- 
gion, when  they  broke  up  its  deep  foundations  to  establish  the  bible.  They  speak  of 
the  God  of  battles,  as  if  a  peculiar  God.     What  blasphemy. 

But  the  bible  has  mysteries.  It  is  not  mysteries ;  it  is  a  petty  larceny,  not  only  on 
man*8  but  mind^s  rights.  It  was  the  Jews  that  fabricated  all  such  fcilse  pretences,  the 
curse  of  their  nation,  and  all  adopting  it.  Teach  any  ingenuous  mind  all  the  tenets 
of  the  bible  from  youth  up,  and  when  at  full  maturity,  though  a  believer  in  its  contents, 
yet  it  will  doubt  and  deny  its  doctrines  as  it  diverges  from  a  peculiar  to  a  rational  educa- 
tion, though  the  bible  be  the  same.  Now  all  bible  teachers  have  to  resort  to  the  corrupt 
infiaence  of  peculiar  education  to  maintain  the  feeble  hold.  Then,  of  course,  the 
teachers  are  amenable  to  the  world,  for  its  corruption.  The  ravages  of  time  will 
scatter  such  bibles  and  teachers  before  the  glorious  triumph  of  mind  most  rational.  It 
has  no  evidence  worthy  of  consideration*    As  to  the  sanction  of  the  Jews,  it  is  worth 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


622  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

nothing.     There  can  be  no  ratiflcation,  as  there  can  be  no  son  of  God,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  the  affiliated  is  worthless,  as  they  are  not  competent  on  honor  as  men. 

The  idea  of  a  skeptic  being  opposed  to  the  bible,  is  all  trash.  There  would  be  no 
skeptics  or  infidels,  if  that  was  the  word  of  God,  who  would  have  left  it  unmistakable. 
even  to  atheists,  who  affect  to  substitute  nature  for  God,  whom  they  necessarily  per- 
sonify. In  this  they  only  equalize  themselves  with  the  polytheists  or  trinitarians,  who 
make  a  partial  god,  that,  of  course,  is  worth  as  little  as  the  atheist's  god. 

There  is  but  one  revelation  of  God,  who  endorsed  it,  his  work,  the  universe,  by  his 
word,  cause  and  effect.  All  others  are  false  lights,  that  mislead  mind  wofully.  This 
bible  black  letter  book  is  the  story  of  the  priestocracy.  No  subject  is  treated  justly  by 
it.  Its  touch  is  pollution,  its  contact  demoralization.  Take  away  the  bible,  and  some 
affect  that  the  very  foundation  of  the  world  is  destroyed,  and  that  the  world  returns  to 
its  original  elements,  and  that  even  God  is  removed !  What  impiety  and  blasphemy,  the 
demogogical,  radical,  rabid  priestocracy  will  arouse.  They  ought  to  know  better,  and 
that  none  but  the  most  ignorant  and  most  credulous  at  that,  can  believe  such  nonsenrf. 
But  the  base  priestocracy  would  stop  the  universe,  rather  than  their  bible  should  be 
exploded.     They  arc  reckless,  as  their  profits  will  be  annihilated. 

It  is  a  very  gross  and  vulgar  book,  and  displays  the  idolatry  nf  a  foolish  people, 
affecting  to  be  peculiar,  and  having  a  peculiar  god.  There  is  the  God  of  the  universe. 
but  their  peculiar  god  of  their  heaven  is  too  petty  for  rational  mind  to  think  of.  The 
Jews  must  have  been  the  silliest  and  most  superstitious  people  of  the  world,  or  the 
moderns  are,  to  attempt  to  palm  all  this  silly  bible  trash  upon  rational  mind.  The  bibl^ 
has  no  religion — ^not  at  all.  Its  peculiar  faith  cannot  impart  any.  Rational  religion  y 
not  inculcated  at  all  in  the  bible,  and  there  can  be  no  other. 

Bibles  of  tradition  are  tory  priestocracy  sophistry.  All  their  main  prophecies  present 
falsification,  and  absolutely  worse  than  that,  they  arc  destitute  of  all  such  character  a? 
bibles,  hence  they  are  gross  and  vulgar  libels  on  truth.  God's  word,  cause,  and  effect. 
kills  the  whole  of  them.  They  are  dead,  and  it  remains  for  the  world  of  rational  niiiu 
to  bury  them.     Who  does  not  wish  to  put  an  end  to  all  impostors  ?     All  bad  people. 

You  do  not  wish  to  bear  false  witness  against  your  neighbor,  but  you  idolize  the  bible 
that  bears  false  witness  against  your  God.  Is  that  just  to  the  Author  of  universal,  not 
peculiar  justice  ?  You  surely  have  never  analyzed  this  universal  question.  Ail  your 
peculiar  bibles  are  false  steps,  that  you  and  the  world  cannot  honorably  support. 

Fishermen  were  the  New  Testament  disciples  who  called  Christ  master  :  and  shep- 
herds were  the  Jews  who  obeyed  Moses :  no  wonder  they  had  such  a  stupid  bible. 
They  may  have  been  good  fishermen  and  shepherds,  but  they  were  botchers  in  bible- 
making. 

The  bible  of  peculiar  faith  is  the  organ  of  evil.  It  has  non-entity  as  heart-failb' 
and  sun-rising,  &c.  It  is  rational  mind  that  is  to  be  represented,  that  rules  out  heart 
and  sun-rising — the  last  for  liglit  appearing  on  our  horizon.  The  light  of  mind  sepa- 
rates also  the  w^all  between  darkness  of  faith,  and  light  of  religion,  itational  mind  has 
to  discard  all  the  physical  and  moral  nonsense  of  the  priestocracy.  How  much  igno- 
rance, and  how  fatal !  How  mmy  billions  have  such  bibles  caused  to  be  ruined,  by 
Moses  and  the  world  priestocrats  ? 

You  talk  about  the  bible  :  is  that  a  right  beginning  to  govern  the  world  ?  If  8o,  why 
extra  laws  ?  Is  not  all  this  an  effort  most  strenuous  of  mind  ?  And  if  mind  is  rcqui; 
site  in  such  important  sense,  how  then  can  it  be  wanting  in  any  of  the  department  oi 
mind's  functions  ? 

The  Jews  made  out  the  INIoabitos,  from  incest.  Did  they  even  speak  well  of  anv 
people,  that  were  their  enemies?  In  regard  to  Babylon,  Isaiah  says,  ch.  xiv.  9.  "Ilf'j 
from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee,  to  meet  thee  at  thy  coming,"  Ch.  xix.  6.  (Of  Egyp^) 
"  And  the  waters  shall  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  river  shall  be  wasted  and  dried  up.  l-l- 
The  Lord  hath  mingled  a  perverse  spirit  in  the  midst  thereof."  A  vassal  niay^r^"' 
but  can  free  Americans  mistake  1  See  what  a  libel  of  Deity,  this  f^inatic  utters.  The 
brazen  serpent  of  Moses  proves  the  brazen  impudence  of  the  priestocracy.  , 

Hear  Isaiah,  ch.  xlv.  7.  "  I  form  the  light,  and  create  darkness  ;  1  make  peace,  anJ 
create  evil :  I,  the  Lord,  do  all  these  things."  This  is  a  base  libel.  None  such  of  iii<^ 
bible  is  true — God  Almighty  never  created  evil.     Moses  created  darkness  of  his  creation. 

The  book  of  Job  is  false,  ch.  i.  8.  *'  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Ilast  thou  con- 
sidered my  servant  Job,  that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  uI'D^I'^ 
man,  one  that  feareth  God  and  escheweth  evil."  ?  In  the  first  place  there  is  no  devil, 
and  secondly,  no  perfect  man.  .. 

The  Jew  bible  and  testaments  are  bad  copies,  as  the  people  were  poor  scholars.  Ai 
biblrs  of  tradition  arc  blunderbuss,  as  all  kings,  cppecially  emperors  and  popes,  that  art' 
ministers  of  peculiar  faitli. 
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The  god  of  wrath,  fury,  jealousy,  is  tlie  toy  of  superstitioQ  ;  the  God  of  monotheism 
is  above  all  that. 

Peculiar  bibles  are  peculiar  expedients  to  fall  with.  Of  course  tlie  ancient  Jews,  who 
had  but  their  one  little  earth,  besides  the  bowl  of  Heaven  for  creation,  put  their  hell 
where  volcanoes  are,  and  their  devil  was  Vulcan.  Where  else  could  they  put  them  7 
See  how  full  of  libels  the  Jew  bible  is,  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  whom  moilerns 
supersede  for  the  petty  overseer  Jew  god.  I  Samuel,  ch.  xvi.,  v.  **But  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  departed  from  Saul,  and  an  evil  spirit  from  the  Lord  troubled  him.''  ExjuIus, 
ch.  xxxii.  1*2.  **Tivn  from  thy  fierce  wrath,  and  repent  of  this  evil  against  tljy  people."    , 

This  blasphemy  of  Moses,  beats  any  thing  in  the  annals  of  priestocracy.  The  fellow 
that  accuses  his  god  of  forswearing,  13  v.,  "Remember  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel, 
thy  servants,  to  whom  thou  swearest  by  thine  own  self,  and  saidst  unto  them,  I  will 
multiply  your  seed  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  all  this  land  that  I  have  spoken  of  will  I 
give  it  unto  your  seed, and  they  shall  inherit  it  forever."  1 1,  "  And  the  Lord  repented 
of  the  evil  which  he  thought  to  do  unto  his  people."  35,"  And  the  Lord  plagued  tho 
people,  because  Uiey  made  the  calf  which  Aaron  made."  That  is,  the  thus  saith  tho 
Lord  of  Moses,  set  the  fanatic  sons  of  Levi  to  slay  the  Jews,  who  fell  three  thousand 
that  day.  Well,  this  calf  was  destroyed,  being  made  from  part  of  the  gold  stolen  by 
borrowing  of  the  Egyptians.  What  a  bible,  what  a  people,  what  a  god,  is  portrayed  ! 
The  man  Moses,  made  the  devil  the  best  of  the  two  with  the  woman,  and  he,  the  man,  is 
the  best  of  the  two  among  the  priests.  As  to  the  omniscience  of  the  peculiar  god,  Moses 
beats  him  throughout,  and  as  to  keeping  his  word,  Moses  excels,  if  the  world  believes 
his  way  of  teUing  it.  The  world  could  do  no  better  than  make  one  bonfire  of  all  such 
stuff  at  once.  Do  not  delay  a  moment,  put  down  such  idolatry,  such  priestocracy 
perversion. 

Some  .people  take  great  pains  to  render  themselves  miserable,  by  peculiar  faith. 
Would  you,  professing  humanity  and  rationality,  give  such  a  bihlo  to  a  child  ?  Do  not 
give  such  immoral  poison,  full  of  sophistry  and  evil  libels.  Beware,  O  mortal,  whit 
30U  do.  If  moral  and  physical  science  had  been  right,  the  world  would  never  have  heard 
of  bibles  of  tradition,  but  one  code,  the  bible  of  rational  mind  and  religion.  With  tlio 
bible,  the  world  became  fanatic  ;  one  half  arrayed  to  cut  the  throat  of  the  other  hilf, 
and  that  not  for  a  little  while,  but  for  its  countless  centuries,  wlien  onliiiiiry  }):usr,i()ns  h:id 
time  to  cool,  but  this  was  fanned  by  the  most  unholy  lire  of  peculiir  faith;  tho  most 
deadly  bitter  hatred,  malice,  envy,  revenge,  ambition,  lust  and  avarice,  pillage,  eanian^e, 
devastation,  plunder.  The  end  is  not  yet  seen.  The  demon  of  destruction  was  rous(Ml  uii.l 
i  lentified  with  its  standing  or  marehinjr  armies,  and  wars  were  without  limit,  till  the 
means  were  exhausted  and  the  whoie  country  impoverished.  The  world  ever  neeils  the 
best  appreciation  of  principles,  an  J  no  peeuliar  bible  ean  give  them.  If  we  do  nut  liiivj 
rational  education  forever,  away  goes  mind  that  is  to  rule  the  world,  and  the  world  may 
see  an  awful  repetition  of  human  sacrifices  without  limit.,  IIow  is  it  now  in  the  world, 
with  mind-sacrifice  ?  To  the  bible  is  due  a  horrid  world  tale,  a  complete  canni'jul 
fiith.  It  has  Ht  up  the  most  horrid  depravity.  That  feeling  of  pronouncing  those  at  a 
distance  savages,  heathens,  outside-barbarians,  kindling  up  the  spirit  of  wars,  sycophancy, 
hypocrisy  of  faith,  the  poison  of  society,  the  sword  of  disunion,  the  perpetual  quarrels 
of  sects  as  of  the  Protestants  and  Romanists.  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  posoihle  that  any 
rational  mind  can  possibly  believe,  can  be  entrapped  by  any  bible  of  tradition  that  can 
impart  nothing  of  any  benefit.  The  mother  can  teach  her  children,  and  will  continue 
to  do  so,  her  affections  are  untiring  if  of  proper  character,  she  only  neeilinjj  the  proper 
mind-fund — that  no  peculiar  bible  can  possibly  give.  As  the  Jewish  covenant  was  peeuliar 
and  pagan,  all  built  thereon  as  Christian,  ]\Iiliommedan  and  Mormon,  are  alike  ineflica- 
rious.  All  peculiar  bibles  then  rule  themselves  out.  In  asking  the  world  to  be  rid  of 
peeuliar  faith  bibles,  I  ask  it  to  rid  itself  of  all  the  gibominations  of  superstition,  but  it  must 
cultivate  all  the  principles  of  rational  religion. 

If  God  had  fixed  up  the  Jew  bibles,  for  Christ  was  Jew,  as  well  as  Moses,  as  he  has 
done  that  of  the  universe,  man  could  not  mistake  or  gainsay  it. 

The  bible  is  destroyed  by  man,  who  cannot  touch  the  universe  nor  its  facts,  that -are 
there  forever.  What  tricks  have  the  priestocracy  impiously  raised  to  destroy  its  parts. 
Compliant  astronomers  have  burnt  up  with  fervid  heat  some  of  the  stars.  One  has 
made  a  queen's  hair,  even  a  star,  to  suit  the  reigning  dynasty. 

If  the  priestocracy  could  manufacture  stars  out  of  women's  hair,  assuredly  they  could 
manufacture  all  their  bibles  needed.  Peter  and  his  fanatics  seek  to  ruin  this  world,  and 
then  burn  it  up. 

They  would  render  their  poor  sun  and  moon  useless,  turn  them  into  blood,  ignorant 
of  the  atmosphere,  by  their  sectarian  luiracy. 

W^hat  department  of  faith  has  not  been  invaded  by  absolutism  and  priestocracy  ?   How 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


624  RATIONAL  RELIGION  JlSJ>  MORALS. 

silly  are  they !  They  can  prove  no  truth  of  bibles,  but  affect  all  sophistry  and  falae 
pretences,  convict  themselves,  and  get  farther  from  God's  truth  every  word  they  say. 
Give  it  up,  and  act  religiously,  like  an  intelligent  freeman  ought  to  do — ^like  a  person  of 
refined  civilization.  All  peculiar  bibles  are  impracticable  ideas.  The  bible  is  false, 
giving  the  world  no  consideration,  but  actually  obstructing  the  best  elements  of  mind. 
It  is  a  matter  of  curiosity  about  the  Jew  bible,  customs,  story.  The  Jews  were  or  are 
no  more  than  other  nations,  and  it  is  a  false  pretence  to  assume  them  to  be  more. 
Christianity,  as  Judaism,  out  of  the  same  priestocracy  school,  is  no  more  than  another 
sectarianism.  To  prove  how  positively  corrupt  society  is,  there  are  many  false  posi- 
tions prevailing,  jyid  yet,  if  exposed  as  they  ought  to  be,  as  the  bible  and  all  its  corrupt 
machinery,  yet  they  are  pertinaciously  adhered  to  as  if  all  were  virtuous,  good  and  tnie. 

What  are  all  the  invidious  forms  of  douceurs  and  briberies  in  the  world  ?  Is  this 
whole  secret  laid  open  to  the  just  appreciation  of  the  people  1  What  verdant  person 
can  receive  the  whole  of  any  peculiar  bible  as^acred  ? 

As  a  citizen  good  and  true,  you  would  wish  to  have  a  bible  truthful  and  honest,  or  not 
at  all — that  is  the  ardent  wish  of  all  rational  beings.  A  fiilse  ambition  and  faith  are 
opposed  to  high-mindedness,  us  displayed  by  the  American  Washington.  The  other 
side  presents  too  many  examples  of  perverted  mind.  If  you  attempt  to  force  peculiar 
faith  bibles  as  the  only  means,  as  the  priestocracy  protend,  on  rational  minds,  the  onii- 
ment  of  the  world,  you  disgust  them  even  with  any  idea  of  what  is  mind's  inherent  obli- 
gations in  rational  religion. 

You,  as  a  rational,  honest,  truthful  and  honorable  high-minded  world  citizen,  cannot 
justly  expect  me  to  subscribe  to  that  tory  doctrine  of  your  peculiar  bible,  that  is  not 
entitled  to  house  or  mind  room,  much  less  the  respect  of  mankind.  What  do  I  esti- 
mate the  bible  1  It  is  only  as  the  preacher  or  priest  dyed  in  the  depravity  of  peculiar 
false  education,  tells  the  people,  who,  instead  of  believing  the  ungodly  Belials,. ought  to 
know  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  Now,  would  you  take  the 
word  of  the  most  interested  forger  and  passer  of  counterfeit  money  ? 

Or  would  you  wisely  investigate,  know  before  you  took  the  spurious  coin,  the  only 
thing  the  man  had  ;  and  is  not  religion  incomparably  sublime  above  money  ? 

But  this  the  priestocracy  have  not  to  ofl'er.  All  rational  minds  should  improve  their 
religious  elements,  to  rational  religion.  The  category  of  the  counterfeit  bibles  runs  all 
through  them.  How  do  you  know  of  Christ?  Only  as  the  Evangelists  tell.  They 
cannot  sustain  themselves,  much  less  Christ !  Their  position  is  that  of  story,  not 
history  even.  What  does  the  world  absurdly  want  of  the  petty  Jew-god,  faith  or  bible  1 
Such  ruined  the  Jews  as  a  nation,  and  would  ruin  now  all  absurd,  insane,  deloded 
followers. 

Had  God  ever  given  aught  to  his  chosen  peculiars,  he  had  assuredly  fixed  up  all  on 
the  most  permanent  conservative  principles,  as  he  had  already  fixed  up  the  universe,  but 
the  old  dotards  overlooked  or  underlooked  all  this,  to  get  at  their  little  brief  authority. 
In  the  name  of  God,  the  people,  the  whole  people,  and  nothing  but  the  people,  ought  to 
discard  all  such  as  the  wisest  action  of  rational  mind  and  religion.  The  Jew-dispensation 
had  been  immutable,  if  an  immutable  God  had  dispensed  it ;  as  it  was  not,  the  juggling 
priestocracy  established  it  on  their  false  pretences. 

The  old  tory  bible  desecrates  the  sacred  right  of  the  sovereign  people,  whose  minds 
were  betrayed  to  superstition  instead  of  religion. 

As  regards  the  diversity  of  language  as  recorded,  the  very  reverse  of  science  an<l 
universal  benefit  exists.  Can  the  world  stand  all  this  bible  nonsense  and  fraud  much 
longer  ?  Surely,  if  the  scriptures  be  genuine,  none  can  rightly  deny  them  ;  but,  if  bad, 
none  should  accept  them  or  let  them  pass  current  any  more  than  a  counterfeit.  How 
can  we  tell  without  honorable,  fair  and  proper  investigation  and  discussion,  and  yet  that 
is  interdicted,  but  on  one-sided  scowls  and  criticism.  Society  cannot  be  much  more 
corrupt,  as  far  as  depends  on  peculiar  bibles,  the  abrogation  of  which  does  not  resolve 
society,  it  only  establishes  it  on  its  inherent  proper  basis,  that  of  God-ordained  principles. 
You  complain  that  the  world  is  insensible  to  your  bible, infidel  to  its  commands.  There 
are  several  bibles ;  which  is  true  ?  If  any  had  intrinsic  superiority,  that  one  would  declare 
itself  and  its  author.  Now,  that  is  really  so,  for  God's  bible,  the  universe,  magnificently 
proclaims  its  illustrious  author. 

You  are  talking  of  a  bible.  What  bible  ?  The  Jewish  bible  ?  Is  that  proved  1  ^o» 
and  never  will  be.  If  not  proved,  it  is  no  bible.  Do  not  (latter  yourself  that  you  can 
assume  that  any  book  is  pre-eminent  over  any  other.  Your  perjury  statement  cannot 
make  any  book  a  bible.  If  absolutism  and  sophistry  arrogate  all  this,  there  is  assuredly 
no  foundation,  and  the  world,  the  people,  cheat  themselves  awfully.  The  peoole  are 
filled  with  sophistry  not  to  sustain  truth  and  religion,  instead  of  exploded  bibles  and 
priestocracy,  with  neither  of  which,  as  tories  to  mind  and  God,  they  have  to  do.    l^ 
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read  the  biUe  prayexfuUy,  is  to  do  so  most  rationally,  and  that  conducts  you  to  God. 
You  say,  minister,  that  you  have  a  bible.  Prove  it.  You  cannot  do  it.  Then  it  is 
no  bible.  It  is  a  mere  book,  and  you  are  an  arrant  impostor  for  a  barefaced  assertion, 
with  falsehood  on  its  face.  Now,  sir  minister,  never  assert  before  your  audience  your 
lifetime  that  you  have  a  bible,  unless  it  is  demonstrated,  else  you  impeach  yourself  as 
impostor,  and  rational  religion  proclaims  you  a  culprit  and  perjurer  before  the  God  of 
the  universe.     If  false  bibles  are  put  on  the  public,  it  is  dishonest,  robbery,  piracy. 

The  obsolete  bible  is  tory,  crazy.  These  poor  ignorances  could  not  see,  had  not  tho 
mental  light  to  divide  darkness  from  light.  All  this  proves  the  priestocracy  ignorant, 
but  impudent,  whereas  the  true  inspiration  that  comes  by  philosophical  science,  had  .not 
come  to  them. 

If  the  head  or  fountain  is  wrong,  impure,  muddy,  then  the  whole  is  wrong.  Without 
the  bible,  none  could  get  the  idea  of  God.  We  cannot  get  that  idea  at  all,  nor  religion 
from  the  bible.  All  Uiat  such  bibles  give,  is  a  peculiar  god  and  faith,  that  the  world 
cannot  recognise.  But  are  not  such  revelation  ?  Of  what  ?  All  priestocracy  revela- 
tion. W^hathave  the  world, mind,  mankind  to  do  with  that?  They  should  not  begin* 
to  touch  it,  as  it  is  tainted  corruption  of  mind. 

But  all  the  world  would  be  in  idolatry,  superatition,  bigotry  and  blasphemy,  without 
the  bible.  It  is  exactly  in  all  that  by  the  bible.  But  for  the  bible,  we  could  not  be 
the  people  we  are.  The  bible  was  in  Rome  for  centuries,  yet  all  the  world  ran  down 
to  Imrbarism  lower  than  Roman  paganism,  and  then  it  was  that  the  world  butchery 
commenced  under  the  bible,  and  the  vicegerentship.  Now  all  that  is  valuable  is  and 
retained  so  in  the  world,  by  rationality  of  mind  in  its  free  agency. 

All  perveraions  of  mind,  are  by  peculiar  education.  All  we  need  is  the  universal 
standard,  obtained  by  the  creator  of  the  univerae,  proved  the  great  first  cause  on  princi- 
ples of  causation,  by  cause  and  effect.  But  the  bible  clears  the  world  of  sin.  What 
sin  ?  It  plunges  it  deeper  into  the  quagmire  of  its  priestocracy,  the  woret  as  the  most 
blasphemous  of  all  sinners. 

But  the  bible  brings  redemption,  preservation,  and  salvation  of  a  ruined  and  lost 
world.  All  that  remains  to  be  proved,  as  it  is  utterly  condemned  as  totally  false  by 
God^s  only  word,  cause  and  effect,  that  proves  the  world  just  as  he  created  it,  and  with 
which  such  bibles  are  intruders. 

Prove  that  any  but  God  of  creation  had  the  godly  commission.  That  lastswould 
prove  God  an  incompetent  witness,  as  it  would  actually  degrade  him  most  blasphem- 
ously. No,  it  degrades  all  the  impostors  concerned  therein  as  blasphemera,  who 
absurdly  give  up  the  only  God  capable  of  carrying  out  his  own  unappreciable  Omnipo- 
tence.    But  the  bible  faith  and  dogmas,  are  in  opposition  to  God. 

What  nonsense  and  stupidity  about  the  bible  god,  so  peculiar  that  he  selects  a  bar- 
barian nation,  idolatrous  and  criminal  with  human  sacrifices,  ay,  even  to  him  as  in  the 
case  of  Jephthah,  who  is  represented  as  sacrificing  his  own  daughter,  and  this  god  had 
previously  manifested  himself  as  most  familiar,  does  not  interfere  to  arrest  the  horrid 
sacrilege,  enough  of  itself  to  condemn  all  engaged  in  this  bible  as  the  degraded  manu- 
facturers of  the  bloodiest  iniquity.  What  odds  does  it  make  with  the  modem  adopters, 
who  are  more  guilty  as  they  have  more  light  of  rationality  ?  But  the  last  dispensation 
avoids  that !  When  the  last  is  predicated  on  the  first,  and  more  bloody  reeking  in  the 
bloody  sacrifice.     This  will  not  do  to  tell  rational  minds  of  freemen. 

The  selection  was  positively  by  the  idolatrous  nation,  and  the  peculiar  god  and  gods 
are  all  their  creation ;  all  their  gods  are  mind-factured  by  mind-juggery  to  suit  the  case. 
Sacrifices  of  any  kind  are  no  part  of  God  the  creator,  who  permits  no  worship,  when 
adoration  that  rules  out  priestocracy  is'  supreme.  The  Jew  bible  makes  the  petty 
Jew  overseer  priestocracy  god.  Doubtlessly,  the  Jews  got  their  notions  of  their  god 
from  the  Chaldeans,  who  as  astronomers,  had  the  best  luiowledge  of  creation.  Their 
second  edition  was  a  bible  found,  after  their  return  from  Chaldea.  Melchisedeck  was 
of  the  same  pereuasion,  conclusively  proving  the  idea  of  god  not  being  peculiar, 
which  is  absurd  in  the  extreme.  The  Jews  must  provp  by  their  own  bible  notions, 
that  they  were  as  bigoted  and  conceited  a  nation  as  ever  was  on  earth. 

The  scriptures  cannot  provide  for  mind  ;  but  God,  whom  these  scriptures  misrepre- 
sent, has  provided  fully  and  adequately,  by  his  elements.  He  made  the  universe  right, 
and  rules  out  all  the  priestocracy,  whose  bible  creation  is  a  caricature.  The  bible  issues 
all  patents  for  blasphemy,  in  its  rickety  sophistry.  Any  other  idea  than  a  pure  God  can 
be  ffot  out  of  the  bible. 

The  bible  advocates  laud  piracy,  debt  repudiation,  usurpation  of  mind,  monopoly  of 
priestocracy,  blasphemy  against  God.  Each  ancient  nation  had  its  peculiar  gods,  al- 
ways better  of  courae  than  others ;  hence  came  the  Jew  peculiar  overseer  god,,  not 
even  an  original  idea. 
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The  pretensions  of  the  priestocracy  make  their  bible  and  dispensations  imperfect,  and 
in  their  outrageous,  arrog^ant  blasphemy,  they  packed  it  all  on  God,  and  speculated  oo  a 
deluded,  seduced  people — the  world. 

That  we  could  not  get  only  ti\e  idea  of  God  from  that  Jew  bible,  it  must  be  proved 
that  the  iew  nation  signally  excelled  ail  other  nations,  that  it  had  religion,  science,  arts 
and  happiness,  the  reverse  of  facts,  as  they  were  the  most  bigoted  and  conceited. 

The  difficulty  about  Moses  fooling  the  Jews  with  his  false  pretences  about  his  pecu- 
•  liar  faith,  is  only  apparent ;  nothing  w^as  easier,  over  the  ancient  ignorant  world,  at  one 
time.  A  Numa  did  that  for  the  Romans;  a  god  Apollo  had  his  oracles  delWered  in 
Greece.  All  had  a  beginning,  and  that  was  an  epoch  of  the  people^s  folly,  as  it  was  of 
their  ignorance,  and  violence  done  that  ignorance  by  the  degraded  priestocracy.  The 
worst  is,  that  the  moderns  are  fooled,  to  receive  such  false  pagan  pretences,  when  tlic 
light  of  rational  mind  clearly  directs  to  rational  religion,  and  none  other.  The  priest- 
ocracy are  affiliated,  and,  as  interested  in  the  false  pretences,  ought  to  be  silenced  and 
scouted  from  the  people,  that  ought  to  scout  such  fooleries.  The  present  age  of  tins 
'date  has  no  excuse  whatever.  Inspired  men  of  the  bible,  that  is  assented  to  or  asserted 
by  the  moderns  :  that  is  worse  foolery  than  the  imposition  on  the  Jews,  or  of  Nuroa  on 
the  Romans.  All  such  are  clear  lies,  and  the  priestocracy  must  know  they  lie,  if  they 
know  anything  they  pretend  to.  The  best  evidence  of  God,  who  is  the  great  first 
cause,  that  permits  no  effect  without  a  cause,  convicts  Moses,  the  bible  Chri?ts,  m 
liars,  and  above  all,  the  priestocracy,  for  supporting  all  such  low  and  degraded  stuff. 

Not  only  did  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  but  all  the  ancients  received  all  the  false  pre- 
tences of  peculiar  faith,  and  the  whole  world  murdered  with  the  most  vulgar  intolera- 
tion  and  bigotry. 

The  worst  feature  is,  that  too  much  of  the  malign  influence  is  lefl.  How  many  do 
it  now.  when  the  means  of  rational,  the  only  religion,  bid,  command  them  better.  How 
was  it  in  Switzerland  in  the  last  few  years  between  the  Romanists  and  protectants 
now  in  Italy,  Rome — now  in  England — in  America,  between  the  same,  and  the  Mor- 
mons and  Christians  ?  The  ancients  are  more  excusable.  They  could  not  analyze, 
could  not  tell  the  truths  of  nature  ;  they  could  not  separate  complex  ideas,  and  receive 
principles  for  vulgar  idealities. 

The  moderns  cannot  adopt  the  tnith,  bound  down  by  the  corrupt  spell  of  old  false-    | 
hoods.*  Look  what  fools  ihe  Jews  are  represented,  before  Ezra,  reading  out  of  ik 
priestocracy 's  new  book  ' 

Do  the  bible  maniacs  libel  the  ancients,  or  seek  to  captivate  the  modems  ?    ^^  ili    | 
any  modern,  less  than  tory  or  maniac,  attempt  defence  of  such  impositions  1 

Never  tell  us  more  that  the  Jew,  or  any  such  ignorant  nation,  could  not  be  fooled  or    | 
forced  by  the  priestocracy,  when  they  were  fooled  and  disgraced  by  human  saerificff—    , 
as  that  lellow,  Jephthah,  sacrificing  his  own  daughter,  as  a  burnt  otTering  to  the  J€^v 
peculiar  god — ^who  never  would  have  permitted  it,  had  he  chosen  the  people,  as  pff-    | 
tended  in  the  bible.     Now  all  the  blood  of  human  sacrifices  of  the  world  are  not  beibre 
the  God  of  the  universe,  in  any  other  light  than  as  murders ;  and  the  felon  priestncra<'y 
are  thus  accountable  ;  so  that  this  bible  presents  a  false,  degradedly  false  position,  m 
not  declaring  them  to  be  such.    A  priest  is  a  priest,  with  all  his  characteristics ;  his  bi- 
bles are  priests'  bibles,  to  suit  the  state  of  the  world  in  every  part  and  oge.    Is  all  this 
folly  never  to  stop  1    God  never  libeled  himself,  much  less  mind  ;  of  course,  as  the  hmf 
is  a  constant  libel  and  caricature,  then  it  is  self-impeached  and  ruled  out.    It  is  ^^ 
enough  to  have  all  the  bible  errors. 

What  did  the  ancient  bible  storiographers  know  of  natural  sciences  ?  Did  they  Vnov 
that  water  could  burn  in  part  ?  Let  us  get  rid  of  their  ignorance  and  their  tyranny, 
their  nuisances.  Let  us  sacrifice  such  nuisances  to  religion,  the  highest,  purest  dutv  to 
God.  What  absurdity  are  their  abstractions,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self." How,  Jew  or  Christian,  is  this,  more  than  an  abstraction,  when  you  both 
have  the  destructive  elements  of  sectarianism?  What  are  all  the  elements  of  any  pe- 
culiar faith  but  the  suicidal  perversions  of  mind,  that  injure  all  eventually  ?  Only  1"=*^'' 
tute  that  bible  and  its  precepts  that  can  certainly  render  mind  tliat  is  capable  ol  6om, 
mind,  and  spirit  religion,  to  mature  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Moses  could  not  write  his  own  obituary  ;  of  course,  could  not  have  written  the  ni^ 
five  books — ^if  he  did,  they  are  necessarily  false — if  he  did  not,  they  are  false,  feloniousiV 
80,  any  way.  All  is  story,  not  history  ;  not  hand,  but  mind-jugglery,  of  priestocracy . 
and. Uiese  books,  of  course,  employed  the  pen  of  several  of  tlie  priestocracy.  Thcv  s*^^ 
the  fathers  of  the  invention,  and  priestocracy  help  sustain  these  falsehoods,  in  the  lom 
of  bibles.  ,. 

But  you  ask  me  to  go  for  a  bible.  Yes,  I  go  for  the  bible  that  is  right,  religwn  tn»i 
is  pure,  faith  that  is  rational,  truth  and  honesty  that  are  sacred  and  holy. 
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But  you  do  nojt  go  for  the  right  bible.  You  go  to  uphold  the  priestocracy  ;  then  you 
go  for  less  than  your  country,  world,  and  God.  As  the  ancients  could  not  analyze  com- 
plex ideas,  they  gave  men's  assertions  and  the  master's  dictation  to  be  unquestioned,  for 
principles ;  and.  the  moderns,  in  their  bible,  are  absurdly  and  slavishly  upholding  that  ab- 
surdity. What  proves,  Mr.  preacher,  the  authenticity  of  the  bible  of  Moses  1  The 
enemies  of  it,  and  Josephus.  All  that,  minister,  is  no  proof.  They  cannot  do  an  im- 
pods^iblc  thing.  Now  you  go  for  the  prie«tocracy,  not  the  true  bibli;.  Moses  had  no 
bible.  All  was  the  jugglery  of  mind ;  all  then  was  the  jugglers'  book.  Now  as  no  one 
man  could  write  the  first  five  books  of  the  bible,  most  positively  they  were  written  by 
the  priestocracy,  who  were  debauched  to  most  peculiar  depravity,  of  crazy  ambition,  of 
fanatic  sophists. 

You  must,  then,  know  that  the  whole  false  pretence  was  the  work  of  the  Belial  priest- 
ocracy. 

Organize,  monotheists,  for  the  best  good  of  the  world.  Carry  your  principles  to  the 
circumference  of  the  globe,  and  the  centre  to  that  circumference  will  be  right.  Press 
on,  your  cause  is  that  of  most  rational  mind,  devoted  to  the  problem  of  the  universe. 
The  solution  is  for  rational  religion,  the  gift  of  the  Almighty.  Yes,  give  us  a  bible, 
but  let  it  be  that  which  seeks  to  delineate  the  features  of  God  Almighty  by  his  attri- 
butes, not  their  caricature,  most  ludicrously,  as  all  the  peculiar  faith  pretences  do.  You 
«pcak  much  of  bibles ;  which  is  best,  the  Jew,  Roman,  Greek,  Chaldean,  or  Egyptian 
bibles  1  Which  of  these  idolatrous  faiths  are  worth  notice  ?  The  moderns  need  re- 
ligion, not  idolatry.  It  is  not  a  Jew  bible,  nor  idolatry,  nor  sectarianism,  the  world 
needs. 

But  you  tell  me  that  I  must  not  attack  your  bible  ;  I  must  not  destroy  it.  Sir,  it  is 
self-destroyed  if  destitute  of  principles,  but  self-preserved  if  sustained  by  them.  The 
last  are  God-sustained. 

But  I  need  not  do  that  which  you  deprecate ;  I  only  expose  it  as  self-destroyed. 
You  have  to  bury  it,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  all  its  deadliest  curses  to  your  race,  world, 
mankind  in  general. 

I  believe  that  Washington  lived  and  acted,  as  that  is  history.  I  will  give  the  bible 
of  the  Jews  credit  for  all  its  creditable  history,  but  not  for  statements  about  God 
Almighty,  of  which  it  w£Cs  utterly  incompetent  to  speak  at  all.  whereby  it  is  self-im- 
peached as  story,  and  forfeits  all  just  claim  to  the  world's  confidence,  as  a  perjured  wit- 
ness, who  had  to  use  the  connections  of  facts  to  reach  the  tissue  of  perjury. 

Such  bible  and  its  authors  deserve  the  pillory,  without  redemption.  Now,  what 
roust  those  deserve,  that  adopt  and  endorse  those  perjurers  ? 

You  pretend  that  some  went  so  far  as  to  count  the  letters  of  the  bible,  to  verify  all 
right. 

That  only  proves  them  triflers ;  counterfeiters  doubtlessly  count  over  their  money 
also  ;  that  proves  nothing.  The  only  question  is,  does  this  bible  do  justice  to  religion, 
to  God  ?  No ;  for  it  stands  self-convicted  on  the  most  flagitious,  blasphemous  frauds. 
But  it  has  been  received  by  much  of  the  world,  for  ages.  That  is  only  by  sophistry  the 
most  crazy,  peculiar  education,  that  makes  parents  traitors  to  mind,  and  children  dolts, 
^ueh  a  course  defames,  defrauds,  deludes,  cheats,  &nd  ruins  mind. 

Why  do  I  attack  the  bible  ?  I  expose  the  self-impeachments  of  that  man's  devices, 
fur  defence  of  religion,  merely  to  set  the  matter  right,  as  such  bible  disgraces  the  age, 
mind,  its  light  and  rights,  to  do  the  duty  due  from  my  soul. 

You  join  the  church  ;  that  is  founded  on  the  bible,  and  that  entirely  false. 

How  can  any  profit  by  virtue,  when  they  start  on  vice,  and  continue  in  fraud  ? 

The  w^orld,  as  honest  and  honorable,  should  make  every  preacher  prove  the  authen- 
ticity of  his  bible  as  from  God,  or  make  him  quit  the  pulpit,  by  the  honorable  refutation 
of  mind,  without  force,  compulsion,  or  intolcration,  but  merely  by  honorable,  rational 
discussion.  The  ministry  should  prove  their  pretensions,  or  quit  for  an  honest  and 
truthful  employment.  They  might  as  well  be  engaged  in  passing  counterfeit  money,  as 
counterfeit  bibles,  and  are  as  amenable  to  the  pillory.  They  should  know  what  they  are 
about  by  this  time,  and  the  people  more  than  they,  as  the  sovereign  guardians  of  the 
whole  world. 

The  priestocracy  have  possession  yet  of  controlling  influence  more  or  less  malign, 
of  most  of  the  literary  institutions,  and  much  of  literature,  that  they  hare  awfully 
vitiated. 

The  Jew  god  was  too  petty  and  small  a  calibre  for  free,  intelligent  Americans  to 
bother  themselves  about.  Polytheism  sprung  up  from  the  incapacity  of  the  ancients  to 
analyze  complex  ideas,  and  its  adoption  proves  as  much  on  the  moderns,  most  conclu- 
sively. What  is  the  defence  of  the  bible  1  All  that  you,  the  priestocracy,  can  main- 
tain, is  self-impeachment. 
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If  the  Americans  and  the  world's  freemen  do  not  stop  all  such  tory  fraadsi  by  th« 
proper  vindication  of  enlightened  public  opinion,  they  are  unworthy  the  blessings  of 
their  constitutional  governments.  The  affiliated  make  themselves  blockheads,  to  help 
sustain  them  by  their  vulgar  sophistry,  instead  of  acknowledging,  like  honest  and  trutfa^ 
ful  people,  that  they  know  nothing  of  the  subject. 

Who  could  once  question,  doubt,  much  less  controvert,  the  bible  of  the  ruling  dynasty  1 

It  was  a  hieroglyphic,  a  sacred  mystery. 

What  ingenious  explanations  could  be  elicited  about  Moses,  the  leader?  He  lied,  or 
the  priestocracy  did  for  him,  whenever  expedient. 

His  system  did  not  proselyte.  The  ancients  duly  appreciated  it.  Even  the  Jews, 
when  lefl  untrammeled,  chose  other  systems  themselves. 

Their  bible  is  full  of  their  divergence. 

Even  their  patriarchs  are  destitute  of  principles,  and  resort  to  subterfuge  and  antnith 
when  they  suit  their  purposes.     But  what  morality  results  ? 

Abram's  lies  to  the  Egyptian  king,  caused  the  last,  and  not  the  first,  to  be  punished ! 

What  contradictious  are  involved  most  repugnant  to  principles. 

To  talk  of  acknowledging  the  bible,  and  not  doing  so ;  that  it  contradicts  itself,  and 
then  can  stand,  is  an  outrage  on  religion.  It  becomes  a  wise  man  to  recognise  facts, 
and  act  accordingly.  The  idea  of  taking  hold  of  any  sect  or  order,  to  advance  tempo- 
ral interests,  is  outrageous  hypocrisy. 

The  bible  bigots  contract  their  views  to  a  petty  Jew  bible,  idol  as  it  is,  overlook  the 
God  of  the  universe  and  religion,  that  consummates  man's  honorable  duty.  The  woiM 
should  not  rest  satisfied  with  less  than  the  best.  To  whom  does  this  world  belong^ 
Not  to  the  orders  of  sectional  societies,  who  are  not  to  cut  up  the  universal  brotherhooi 

Had  God  revealed  any  such  thing,  not  only  all  the  world,  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
would  have  been  the  participants  and  beneficiaries,  but  the  universe  and  all  would  have 
been  antedated  instead  of  post-dated  to  mind's  wants ;  and,  above  all,  it  would  have  been 
conveyed  in  language  always  used  by  the  Creator,  needing  no  translation  but  univer- 
sally read. 

Priestocracies,  be  done ;  ye  are  nothing  but  degraded  actors  in  impious  deeds. 

No  peculiar  bible  can  possibly  contain  religious  morals,  for  all  such  subvert  them  bj 
their  very  existence. 

That  created  by  God,  has  the  function  of  enlightening  the  universe  and  mind,  aw 
supersedes  all  such.  Let  all  demand  the  proof  of  authenticity  of  all  bibles,  as  clear » 
the  light  of  the  universe,  else  scout  them  all  as  impositions  the  vilest 

When  a  preacher  complains  in  his  pulpit  that  his  church  is  not  attended,  he  can  be 
met  most  triumphantly  at  once,  that  if  he  were  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  his  bible, 
bars  of  red  hot  iron  would  not  prevent  any  from  attending,  and  as  he  could  not  do  it 
that  he  ought  to  be  the  first  one  to  leave,  as  he  was  acting:  5ie  vUest  impostor,  if  he  did 
not  act  candidly.     A  people  perfectly  free  in  mind,  will  clearly  see  this. 

The  religion  of  principles  excludes  all  peculiar  faith  as  imposition,  whilst  the  creator 
God  is  self-evident  in  his  creation. 

Inefficient  covenants  furnish  irrefutable  arguments  against  all  their  peculiar  bibles. 

Disbelievers  of  the  bibles  are  the  very  ones  to  be  held  in  abeyance  to  conservative 
principles  that  govern  the  universe. 

All  of  the  Jews  were  of  an  iffuoble  faith,  that  presents  their  first  bible  a  piracv  on 
their  own  people's  rights,  and  the  second  a  robbery  on  that  of  their  peculiar  god  »-- 
while  both  are  flagrant  impositions  and  fraud  on  the  world,  and  the  bjisest  libel  on  v^ 
God  of  the  universe,  the  means  of  other  degraded  peculiar  faiths,  Mahonunedan  aiw 
Mormon. 

Bibles  of  peculiar  faith  are  the  written  lies  of  the  priestocracy,  who  have  alwaT" 
betrayed  and  swindled  the  people,  tory  as  they  are,  for  they  and  monarchy  travel  tlic 
Same  road. 

What  but  falsehood  to  defend  them  ? 

Are  peculiar  faith  exploded  bibles  not  a  mockery  in  religion?  There  have  becji 
thousands  the  world's  age,  but  God  Almighty  only  wrote  at  creation  his  onemagiuncc"' 
that  all  mankind  have  been  reading  since.  There  is  only  one  question  to  ^^'^  ^ 
bible  presented  done  by  man's  means,  and  subsequently  to  creation  of  mind  ?  T  i 
is  spurious  and  counterfeit,  for  God  never  inspired  pagan  bibles ;  had  nothing  to  do  wi 
the  Jew,  Christian,  Mahommedan,  Mormon  or  any  such  peculiar  pagan  bibles— ^"^^ 
shadows.  ,,i 

All  peculiar  bibles  have  neither  virtue,  truth,  religion,  nor  the  idea  of  a  perfect  ^ 
What  better  could  we  expect,  of  ancient  bandits  and  pirates  ?  Did  their  system  civiu**' 
mind  or  debase  it  1  . 

In  regard  to  man's  fall,  that  is  all  folly.    He  was  created  as  man — ^no  more  or  i^- 
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He  was  not  in  a  fallen  state,  man  was  created  just  as  he  is,  else  he  was  not  man.  The 
creation  otherwise,  was  that  of  the  priestocracy.  God  gave  conserTative  principles, 
and  no  evil  created. 

If  machinery  be  good,  there  are  conservative  results ;  but  if  otherwise,  these  are 
destructive,  hence  mind  must  enact  as  a  responsible  free  agent  the  whole  solution. 

What  is  the  proof  of  the  bible  of  the  Jews,  or  Christians  ?  It  proves  itself.  No.  It 
cannot  be  self-evident.  But  those  not  knowing  tlie  principles  of  logic  suppose,  that  the 
denial  must  carry  the  proof  of  the  negative.  The  affirmative  must  prove  what  is  affirmed 
to  be  true.  Who  can  endorse  the  bible  as  true  ?  None  that  is  competent,  therefore  it 
is  false.  God  endorses  all  his  works,  and  proves  them  by  self-evidence.  God  cannot 
endorse  any  other. 

Let  the  preachers  be  candid  or  silent,  if  not  able  to  speak  rightly.  They  should  not 
undertake  to  answer  unanswerable  things.  They  who  thus  commit  themselves,  thus 
undertake  what  commits  them  to  horrible  disgrace,  and  awfully  wind  themselves  up. 
They  do  not  advance  the  cause  of  religion,  but  expose  themselves  to  everlasting  infamy. 
The  collusion  of  their  fellows  may  absolve  them  at  present  from  a  felon*s  penalty,  but 
theirs  is  a  felon^s  shame. 

No  bible  of  peculiar  faith  can  be  sustained  a  moment.     It  is  self-impeached,  and  . 
impeaches  all  its  advocates  to  condign  conviction.     Every  rational  mind  most  hold  all 
to  the  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures.     But  that  is  impossible  ;  then  they 
should  be  held  as  incompetent  to  preach  positively,  as  soul-deceivers  and  deluders — 
impostors. 

All  peculiar  bibles  make  mind  traitor,  tory  to  its  species.  Next  to  the  priestocracy 
tbe  most  contem^ble  of  all  tilings,  are  peculiar  faith  bibles,  that  destroy  freedom  of 
mind,  thought.     They  are  tory. 

If  fidelity  is  sacred,  authenticity  of  commission  should  be  equally  so.  To  what 
absurdities  do  bibles  carry  themselves — ^that  is,  their  writers  ?  They  speak  of  the  bot- 
tomless pit.  Did  Divine  mind  ever  inspire  that  idea  ?  What  an  utter  absurdity  in  the 
location  of  such  a  place,  and  so  absurdly  conceived.  The  most  exquisite  torture,  is  that 
of  the  mind  or  soul.  Nothing  transcends  that  as  the  deepest,  most  identified  penalty. 
To  sustain  peculiar  bibles,  is  to  sustain  an  eternal  element  of  perpetual  lies  and  dis- 
honesty in  the  framework  of  society.  All  such  of  all  creations  of  mind,  perverted  as 
it  was,  are  twilight  to  the  sunlight  of  monotheism. 

The  main  paramount  question  with  the  world  about  faiths  and  bibles,  is,  are  they 
honestly  true  of  religion  and  of  God? 

If  God's  word,  they  are  self-evident  and  religious. 

If  God  had  written  a  peculiar  bible,  it  would  not  have  been  a  failure,  and  he  would 
never  have  entrusted  it  to  the  priestocracy,  who  are  such  stupid  and  fallible  men.  The 
bible  an  inspiration  i  Where  was  there  ever  an  inspiration  in  such  thing,  but  that 
of  evil? 

The  infallible  trvth  and  unity  of  principles,  direct  mind  unerringly  to  the  Creator. 
This  is  the  only  rational  inspiration. 

All  other  revelation  and  its  inspiration  are  false  teachers.  Ail  peculiar  bibles  are 
heresies  to  truth  and  honesty. 

The  word  of  God  is  infallibly  true,  but  that  must  be  searched  for  in  cause  and  efifect, 
not  in  priestocracy's  black  letter  bibles.  All  such  bibles  give  infallible  demonstration 
that  they  are  not  the  word  of  God,  ruler  of  the  universe,  for  their  peculiarity  at  once 
commits  them  to  suicide. 

Is  the  peculiar  bible  purchased  at  the  expense  of  religion  of  principles  ?  If  so,  away 
with  all  such  forever,  and  their  degraded  priestocracies. 

Are  all  the  gorgeous  churches,  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul,  Mark  and  Luke,  Notre  Dame, 
Trinity,  pnrchased  at  the  sacrifice  of  popular  oorruption  and  violation  of  religion,  that 
honors  the  unity  of  God ;  then  appropriate  them  only  to  the  purity  of  reli^n  by  popular 
discussions. 

The  peculiar  bible  people  have  not  only  sacrificed  principle,  but  the  religion  of  prin- 
ciples for  all  such  faith,  the  substance  for  the  shadow — the  poisoned  shirt.  What  an 
indignity. 

There  is  not  the  least  particle  of  confidence  to  be  placed  in  such  faith,  for  it  is  not  at 
all  entitled  in  any  respect  to  any.  That  is  not  religion  that  clashes  with  principles  as 
peculiar  faith  does  ;  that  ia  clear  aid  certain. 

Mind  believes  the  dogmas  of  peculiar  bibles,  because  it  has  not  comprehended  the 
proper  relations  of  rational  education  and  principles.  Taught  the  holy  principles  of 
nonotheism,  it  cannot  resist  the  matchless  powers  of  its  teachings.  Monotheism  goes 
to  the  highest  of  all  authorities,  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  whereas  polytheism  a^ots 
or  invents  a  divided  authority,  and  on  its  own  basis  must  fall,  while  atheism  can  go  to 
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Bone  but  subordiDatea.  Neither  ia  authorized  to  speak  for  the  universe.  Religion  will 
be  self-evident,  present  intrinsic  proof  of  which  Uiere  can  be  no  doubt,  much  less  difficulty 
with  rational  mind.     Bible-impostors  cry  infidel  to  hide  their  own  infamy. 

Bible  bigots  have  a  mind,  but  they  close  it  to  rational  light.  Search  the  scriptures, 
black  letter  books  if  bibles,  and  they  are  they  tliat  testify  of  their  peculiar  gods.  Search 
the  Creator's  volumes,  and  they  are  they  that  testify  and  demonstrate  the  supreme  ruler 
of  the  universe. 

Bibles  for  what?  To  prove  the  stupid  blunders  of  the  writers,  not  to  instruct  mankind, 
mind  in  religion. 

Are  you  after  truth  and  religion,  or  falsehood  and  peculiar  faith  1  Choose  which  roa 
please,  and  be  consistent.  The  last  you  cannot  defend  at  all  by  truth  and  religion,  ihat 
is  clear.  / 

That  proves  conclusively  that  man  had  alone  this  botch  in  his  own  brain. 

"  God  in  bis  word  says,"  say  the  preachers,  who  assume  this  word  of  their  pricslo- 
cracy.  They  pretend  that  mind  cannot  refute  this,  their  mere  pretence.  All  tliat  ihey 
advance  on  such  pretence,  is  fallible  conspiracy  against  mind.  They  must  first  prove 
that  the  God  of  tlie  universe  ever  wrote  in  black  letter,  otherwise  they  are  self-con- 
demned, self-convicted  conspirators,  which  they  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  Whili-t 
they  address  in  their  pulpits  the  people,  they  commit  sacrilege  and  blasphemy.  They 
should  stop  all  this  impiety  and  outrage  on  the  purity  and  intelligence  of  mind,  and  ki 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  tlie  truth  be  advanced.  What  cares  the 
world  for  perjured  faith  1 

How  can  freemen  tolerate  all  this  sacrilege  on  truth  ? 

Sacred  bibles !  They  are  desecrated  lies,  a  sacred  felony,  only  in  the  advocacy  of 
such  stupid  dupes. 

Swear  by  bibles !  Can  governments  countenance  such  for  a  moment,  to  have  witnesses 
testify  on  bibles  that  are  false  and  utterly  false  in  their  positions  ?  What  country,  theo, 
can  be  free  from  perjury,  and  the  horrors  of  organic  vices  ? 

The  God  of  the  universe  does  not  write  in  black  letter,  but  by  worlds  or  systems  of 
worlds — a  universe. 

What  he  writes  is  stamped  with  the  self-evidence  of  his  authorship,  and  cannot  be 
counterfeited. 

Some  persons  only  desire  an  excuse  to  hide  or  cloak  their  nefarious  designs.  Shall 
the  bible  be  the  cloak  of  despotism  and  crimes  ?  Will  the  sovereign  people  be  fooled 
any  longer  by  peculiar  bibles,. that  are  an  insult  and  piracy  on  mind  in  all  respects  1  For 
what  trifles  is  the  just  friendly  confidence  of  the  world  forfeited?  How  can  you  cause 
people  to  tell  the  truth  1  Not  by  swearing  on  a  false  bible,  that  causes  them  to  lie  all 
the  time. 

Virtuous  world-minds,  do  not  pollute  your  lips  with  such  contemptible  felonies. 

Suffice  it  for  you  to  know  that  all  peculiar  bibles  are  perjuries.  Should  the  biWc 
consecrate  felony,  because  it  wields  the  brazen  face  of  monopoly  and  usurpation? 
Religion  forbids  all  that. 

What  is  the  defence  of  peculiar  bibles?  Nothing  less  than  their  disavowment.  The 
foolish  sophistry  invoked,  injures  all. 

The  Jew  bible  god  is  a  creation,  not  a  creator — ^that  is  certain — no  more  than  all 
papin  creations. 

There  is  then  an  end  to  all  bibles  of  faith  peculiar,  for  that  is  a  pagan  code — a  pag*"* 
lie — ^that  is  too  plain  for  a  rational,  cultivated  mind  to  miss. 

Washington  freed  his  country,  a  shining  example  and  light  for  the  world ;  Moses 
made  his  people  tlie  slaves  of  the  priestocracy  to  peculiar  faith,  that  has  enslaved  and 
cursed  the  Jews  to  this  day,  and  cast  its  base  fetter  on  every  land  that  has  ever  received 
the  execrable  codes,  the  Jew  and  Jew-chiistian  bible.  The  proper  sphere  of  such  bible 
is  banishment.  Bibles,  heh ! — men^s  fooleries,  booked  1  Will  you  sin,  behind  bibles . 
Can  any  code  of  piracy  absolve  the  pirate  ? 

Will  you,  republicans,  as  you  call  yourselves,  presume  to  offer,  before  the  light  of 
God's  sun,  all  your  desecratied  bibles,  the  fabrications  of  perfidious  tories,  smuggle  in 
councils  by  emperors  and  priestocracies,  witli  their  hirelings,  soldiery,  and  vassals  1^^^^. 
on  the  world,  to  your  enlightened  citizens  ?  Those  bibles  that  have  deceived,  falsinedt 
betrayed,  outraged  mind  ?  .      . 

All  peculiar  bibles  are  books  of  false  pretences,  and  ought  to  be  presented  by  iiite/ii- 
gent  juries,  in  their  rational  verdict,  as  world  nuisances,  to  be  abated  by  rational  nuod. 

The  peculiar  bible-writers  were  ignorant  of  first  principles  that  are  supreme  an'^J^?"" 
servative,  and  thus  betray  themselves  as  false  to  science,  truth,  God,  and  mind.  1  "JJ*"* 
were  base,  selfish  devices,  most  evidently  combinations  for  supreme  power  and  des- 
potism. 
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Which  hlack-letter  bible  did  God  institute  1    Would  impostors'  words  be  taken  1 

How,  then,  can  their  writings,  that  increase  that  imposture,  as  all  peculiar  faith 
bibles,  be  less  culpable  and  criminal  ?  Cannot  all  the  people  see  through  all  these  bible 
falsehoods,  because  they  were  fabricated  in  vulgar  and  dark  ages? 

But  the  miracles  of  Moses ;  are  they  not  wonderful  1 

la  stupid  minds,  that  have  not  analyzed  their  history,  how  produced  and  how  untruth- 
fully recorded.  What  are  some  of  them  to  feats  of  modern — if  truthful  history  could 
present  them — ^but,  notoriously  as  they  are  to  exaggerate  priestocracy,  despotism  fabri- 
cated by  the  fraternity,  adopted  and  propagated  by  llieir  vassals,  what  chance  would  fair 
analysis  have  with  the  affiliated  sophists  and  bigots  ? 

What  are  all  miracles  as  pretended,  the  deceits  of  mind,  to  the  acts  of  mind  aided  by 
science }  Let  history  give  facts,  and  all  bible  mongrel  pretences  vanish  as  abortions 
of  corrupt  priestocracy. 

This  bible  dispenses  with  religion  for  faith,  and  the  truthful  annals  of  mind-science 
for  its  tricks,  an  odious  crime,  and  demonstrates  mind  perverted.  What  avail  all  its 
perjuries  of  miracles,  before  the  pure  mind — religion.  Bible  sophists,  preachers,  priest- 
o?ra(5y»  what  is  all  your  iniquity  of  bibles  and  faitii,  before  the  code  of  Monotheism  1 
Mind  does  not  know  bibles  peculiar  nor  their  priestocracies,  Moses,  Christs,  Pauls  or 
Peters,  Joe  Smiths  or  Mahomets,  from  other  impostors,  but  it  knows  principles  and  the 
relisfion  of  principles,  the  universe  self-evident  demonstration  of  God  its  creator. 

'fhe  advocate  of  peculiar  bibles,  polytheist,  affects  dogmatically  that  if  his  false  posi- 
tion be  rejected,  that  atheism  is  necessarily  to  be  adopted.  Now  is  this  the  result  of 
his  deep  and  damnable  corruption  ?  Is  he  in  collusion  with  atheism  or  sophistry  ?  All 
this  is  hideous  bad  morals,  lie  lias  no  valid  excuse,  for  an  honest  and  truthful  adoption 
of  monotheism  will  meet  all  points  effectually.  Wliat  is  tlie  difference  between  a  lying 
man,  and  a  book  of  lies  written  by  such  1 

NEW  BIBLE  VERSIONS. 

DocTRiUKS  grow  old,  but  principles  are  ever  new.  The  first,  as  those  of  old  bibles  of 
peculiar  faith^  present  erroneous  translations  of  God^s  book  of  the  universe,  false  gram- 
naar  of  his  eternal  language,  and  obsolete  words  of  their  own.  Require  a  new  version, 
do  you,  of  what  ?  Your  own  fables  analogous  to  all  of  augurs  and  soothsayers,  origin- 
ally smuggled  by  brute  force,  ordered  by  kings  to  be  read  in  churches  that  were  all 
founded  lor  kingly  government.  You  consume  immense  sums  of  money  in  printing 
erroneous  bibles.    Self-defence  and  preservation  render  all  bibles  subordinate  to  religion. 

Will  any  pledge  to  bibles  obviate  all  these  1  Never.  Do  not  give  us  a  priestocracy 
abortion. 

In  new  versions  of  the  bibles,  new  doctrines  are  expedient.  It  is  a  new  resurrection 
to  them.  That  detestable  incarnation  of  priestocracy's  fraud,  will  not  answer  for  the 
principles  of  mind,  new  versions  of  the  bible  :  it  is  new  bibles ;  that  is  the  mistake. 
The  priestocracy  themselves  then  admit  the  necessity  of  new  versions,  but  they  are  junt 
waking  up  to  tlieir  senses. 

All  old  monopolies,  like  old  obsolete  imbecilities,  wear  out  as  old  despotisms. 

Do  not  expend  any  money  in  vamping  up,  patching  up  all  such  trum|>ery.  Cast  the 
oflfal  to  the  dust,  and  humble  yourselves  in  adoration  to  God,  true  justice  to  mind.  Do 
not  be  bigots  and  fanatics  the  world's  age,  your  old  age. 

Learn  wisdom  not  from  the  corrupt  fountains  of  man,  but  the  immortal  works  of 
Deity. 

The  priestocracy  have  been  quarrelling,  massacring  each  other  for  old  bibles — rather 
peculiar  powers  all  the  time,  only  qualified  by  the  state  of  the  times,  much  more  by  the 
state  of  the  times,  than  despotism.  So  your  obsolete  bibles  have  given  out.  Take 
Code's  bible  now. 

The  laws  of  despotism  recognised  witchcraft,  even  in  illustrious  England,  that  boasts 
of  liberty  and  science. 

Wliai  had  witchcraft  to  do  with  religion  ?  DonH,  freemen,  disgrace  mind  by  tuch 
ignominy  of  adopting  scriptures  that  recognise  witchcraft  ? 

All  peculiar  faiths  are  trades,  not  of  that  high  order  that  attaches  to  all  minds  as  puie 
religion. 

The  scheming  and  the  powerful,  have  seized  but  too  successfully  on  it  as  their  cor- 
morant prey,  too  plainly  m  all  past  history.  The  bible  has  not  been  written  in  good 
faith.  And  is  a  position  above  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  calls  for  the  abeyance  of 
bibles  to  have  the  pre-eminence  ?  Do  buch  bibles  make  self-evident  such  pre-eminence, 
when  their  own  tawdry  ignorance  condemns  all  forever  ?     Who  is  to  be  believed  in  all 
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this  matter  ?  Of  course,  an  honest  and  trathfui  mind  sees  at  once,  else  that  mind  is 
brutalized.  None  but  a  vulgar  ignoramus  will  deny  all  this.  All  such  bibles  put  the 
world  where  none  of  its  friends  can  help  it,  and  they  all  hayc  to  wade  through  quagmire 
to  reach  such  a  state. 

But  so  many  minds  are  blinded  by  the  sophistry  of  their  supposed  best  advisers, 
respecting  the  supposed  value  of  such  bibles.  But  who  are  the  presumptuous  advisers? 
Are  they  possessed  of  supreme  gifts,  self-evident  to  the  advised  }  None  of  all  that. 
Because  tliey  live  near  them,  or  are  in  some  office,  are  they  any  more  trustworthy, 
when  especially  they  may  have  surrendered  all  the  noblest  characteristics  of  reason,  to 
effect  that  change?  You  can  only  expect  the  priestocracy  to  praise  tlieir  bantlings,  aod 
all  advisers  are  the  affiliated. 

The  bible  has  on  its  impudent  face  incontestible  evidence  to  rational  minds  imbued 
*  wath  truth,  honesty  and  reason,  of  its  base  falsehoods.    All  its  advocates  signally  6il  to 
disprove  them,  or  remove  enlightened  reason,  that  they  ungratefully  and  ignominously 
for  religionists,  war  upon. 

If  this  be  a  peculiar  bible  of  a  peculiar  people,  what  have  the  whole  people  to  do  with 
it?  The  world-problem,  in  which  all  rational  beings  have  the  most  extensive  interest 
to  work  for  the  better  evermore,  is  not  therein  contained.  It  presents  no  title  deeds  thai 
are  for  that  loftiest  object.  It  is  counterfeit  on  its  face,  and  should  be  nailed  to  the 
counter  by  all  honest,  intelligent  minds. 

It  presents  no  honorable  and  rational  hope  to  mind.  It  would  not  do  tou8e*mind  in 
all  other  matters,  and  make  an  exception  to  bibles  of  tradition,  that  would  be  an  ignoble 
surrender  of  mind^s  rational  functions. 

All  constitutional  government  is  from  representation — but  here  bible  despotism  is 
palmed  on  mind  without  assent  or  consent.  Can  liberty  abide,  where  pure  and  enlight- 
ened mind  does  not  ?  Surely  where  such  bibles  are,  liberty  and  mind  arc  incompatible. 
Give  us  all  that  mind  requires,  all  religion,  but  no  means  of  corruption  as  the  priest- 
ocracy or  any  of  their  pagan  augur  or  soothsayer  bibles.  Give  us  religion  and  its  bible, 
that  is  what  a  free  and  intelligent  people  want,  only  want. 

But  some  affect  that  they  do  not  believe  in  rational  religion.  They  cannot  tlien 
believe  in  their  own  existence,  for  both  are  identified.  There  can  be  no  other.  If 
then  they  have  any  mind  and  its  competency  for  use,  reason,  the  object  the  soul,  honor, 
patriotism,  respect  for  themselves  or  others,  any  honesty  or  truth,  they  are  obliged  to 
believe  as  good  citizens  in  social  obligations  that  imply  morals,  law,  order,  government, 
and  all  these  imply  all  supreme  duty.  Now  it  is  needless  for  such  to  cavil  here.  That 
will  do  them  no  good,  but  expose  not  only  their  abuse  of  mind  and  its  functions,  but  the 
worst  want  of  decency.  The  party  must  be  destitute  of  mind  and  mind^s  obligations, 
to  stop  short  of  mutual  or  reciprocal  obligation,  and  if  they  carry  out  their  heinous  doc- 
trines, they  war  on  society  and  all  the  honorable  relations  of  mind  and  mind^s  excel- 
lency, soul.     Now,  what  makes  the  priestocracy  heinous  ? 

They  worship  their  bible  and  its  idols  instead  of  the  Creator :  its  faith  instead  of 
religion  of  God  ;  its  crimes  and  opinions,  instead  of  mind^s  obligations  and  facts ;  their 
pretences  and  pretended  ministry,  instead  of  mind's.  A  man  that  refuses  obligations  to 
mind,  society,  religion,  or  morals,  law,  order  of  government,  truth,  honesty,  ia  dan- 
gerous, culpable,  black,  and  criminal. 

If  he  refuse  the  light,  he  is  heinous.  Any  one  that  proscribes  others  for  not  follow- 
ing his  bigotry,  sophistry,  superstition,  and  bibles,  is  irreligious  as  far  as  rationality  can 
decide,  and  that  is  final. 

Any  one  that  smuggles  pagan  bibles,  and  seeks  to  palm  them  on  mind,  or  adopts 
them  smuggled  and  palmed,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  commits  trespass  on  mind,  and 
a  blasphemous  nuisance  before  the  whole  universe.  Any  one  that  advocates  all  such 
is  pagan  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  is  the  tool  of  despots,  and  hostile  to  mind  s  excel- 
lent Hght  and  liberty. 

Now,  there  can  be  but  two  kinds  of  bibles  before  mind  or  the  universe.  That  of 
mind,  rational  religion,  religion  of  principles,  and  pagan.  The  first  cannot  differ  at  all, 
for  unity  is  its  standard,  and  that  is  as  durable  as  the  Creator.  l*he  last,  pagan,  is  a^ 
diversified  as  peculiar  faith,  originates  from  perverted  mind,  and  having  no  foundation 
at  all,  has  no  permanency,  and  must  go  down  to  dust  **  unwept,  unhonorcd,  and 
unsung''  in  time. 

As  well  deny  existence,  as  its  obligations. 

What  is  the  covenant  of  subsequent  bibles  on  those  of  the  preceding,  but  the  clearest 
proof  and  acknowledgment  of  the  total  inefficiency  of  the  first  ?  That  all  Judaism, 
Christianity,  Mahommedanism,  and  Mormonism,  all  others  are  totally  wrong  founded, 
as  they  affect,  on  a  predecessor  which  must  have  been  radically  wrong,  and  therefore  no 
base,  which  makes  aU  subsequent  thus  founded  radically  wrong.   No,  says  the  clergyi 
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ministry  and  priestocracy,  the  people  must  not  read  any  books  that  speak  of  these 
tilings ;  that  is,  freemen  must  not  exercise  their  senses  or  mind  in  discovering  the 
exposure  of  their  rotten,  corrupt,  and  exploded  nothings.  The  sooner  the  world  reaches 
monotheism,  the  better  for  all  .these  short-sighted  bigots. 

Your  pagan  bible  has  sinned  an  unpardonable  sin,  libeled  God  the*  creator,  and 
teaches  others  to  do  so. 

It  makes  the  earth  one  great  arena  of  contention,  agitation,  sophistry,  and  evils ; 
separates  man  from  his  fellow,  mind  from  its  functions,  and  all  from  God  the  creator  to 
g-ods  the  creatures,  making  the  earth  one  vast  slaughter-house  in  political  peculiar  faith. 
Such  bible  writers  cannot  be  excused  by  all  the  sophistry  of  modern  advocates;  then 
that  closes  such  books  for  ever  and  estops  their  progress.  There  never  was  any  absolute 
necessity  defined  to  the  absolute  wants  of  ancient  thought.  All  that  is  gratuitous  and 
vicious,  for  the  injury  to  religion  is  the  deepest,  and  the  whole  category  any  way  is  the 
finale  and  expulsion  of  all  bibles  of  priestocracy  of  peculiar  faith,  as  the  most  detri- 
mental to  the  peace,  intellect,  morals  and  religious  improvement  of  mankind. 

Enlightened  mind  does  not  desire  the  pagan  bible,  the  very  best  that  peculiar  faith  can 
give,  that  makes  the  soul  idolatrous,  and  that  Gud^s  functions  had  to  be  indebted  to 
ana:els  tliat  were  indebted  to  mortals  to  show  them. 

There  are  all  the  codes  of  despotism  taught  as  a  system,  to  obtain  all  unprincipled 
advantages. 

Mind,  intelligent  and  principled,  asks  for  the  purest  perfect  codes  of  religion,  but  no 
pagan  bible  and  codes — as  all  revelations  are  such  that  deify  man  and  dwarf  God.  By 
such,  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  France,  Germany,  Switzerland,  P^ngland,  and 
balance  of  Europe,  were  said  to  have  been  burnt  as  witches,  not  more  than  two  or  three 
centuries  ago !     The  Roman  church  started  it,  it  is  said.    What  more  pagan  institution. 

Repablican,  what  can  you  be  thinking  of  to  worship  a  bible  so  pretended,  exploded, 
counterfeit,  that  despotism  deals  in.  Will  you  surrender  so  ignominiously  to  your  de- 
tractors? But  you  are  after  religion.  Then  you  have  taken  the  backtrack.  But  you 
are  following  your  neighbors ;  then  you  are  following  the  dupes  of  designers.  Parents, 
do  you  not  know  the  futility  of  lying  when  a  person  crosses  the  bounds  of  truth  once, 
and  will  you  give  your  offspring  the  bible-means  of  lying  all  their  Uvea?  The  Jew- 
bible  and  Jew-Christian  bibles,  morals  and  faith,  are  the  invasion  of  God^s  religion, 
as  that  is  of  principles,  truth  and  reason.  To  meet  the  whole  subject,  its  false  pre- 
tences of  miracles  and  prophecies  have  already  produced  violent  disorder  in  the  moral 
universe.  What  would  they  have  done,  had  they  had  existence  in  the  physical  ? 
Miracles  cannot  exist  in  the  universe,  therefore  they  exist  in  the  priestocracy ^s  creation, 
and  prove  nothing  but  mortal  pretences. 

You  must  look  to  the  year  of  the  priestocracy's  creation.  They  have  violated  prin- 
ciples, by  which,  if  you  trespass,  you  are  amenable.  You  cannot  revere  the  Creator, 
and  the  priestocracy's  bible  creation.    They  are  inconsistent. 

Nature  is  an  elaboration  of  principles,  and  miracles  reverse  the  last,  invading  God^s 
principles,  as  prophecies  do  his  functions,  mysteries  his  attributes. 

Past  stories  and  legends,  as  the  peculiar  bibles,  disclose  to  us  that  mind  was  grossly 
ignorant  and  perverted. 

Is  the  bible-faith  anything  like  what  it  was  when  the  witches  were  burnt — ^when  the 
people  were  burnt  for  witches  ?  No,  would  say  the  bigot.  Why  1  The  bible  is  the 
bible.     He  would  have  to  affirm,  or  admit  the  difference  which  is  only  in  mind. 

Well,  we  are  better  off  now  in  commerce,  navigation,  manufactures,  schools,  liberty, 
and  in  light  of  mind. 

Did  the  bible  do  this  1  The  bible  caused  people  to  be  burnt  for  witches :  that  is  cer- 
tain, and  may  do  it  again  by  the  bible  statute.  Where  is  the  difference  ?  In  mind,  the 
bible  did  not  enact  the  burning.     What  then  ?     Mind,  under  its  influence. 

Mind  has  victimized  the  bloody  sacrifice.  The  difference  is  in  mind,  rational  or  per- 
verted mind,  superstitious,  bigoted,  despotic,  fanatical.  Give  the  bloody  code  of  Draco, 
and  the  scenes  will  be  repeated  if  mind  is  debauched  by  ignorance.  Thus  countries 
reflect  back  the  state  of  mind.  Better  have  no  country  a  bible  that  has  anything  of  the 
least  license  of  evil,  as  injury  to  public  morals  and  peace  may  result.  Mind  will  act, 
and  as  endowed  with  good  elements  needs  only  the  right  direction  to  have  all  finally 
right.     A  peculiar  bible  is  the  most  dangerous  of  all  things,  to  the  world. 

He  is  a  monster  that  would  destroy  religion.  Would  you  do  it  as  much  as  in  you 
lies  by  peculiar  faith  bibles  ?  You  have  done  it.  AJl  literature  is  embittered  with  the 
errors  of  peculiar  faith,  that  requires  strong  and  firm  minds  to  combat.  The  objection 
to  reason  by  those  advocating  faith,  is  clear  proof  that  their  case  is  destitute  of  truth 
and  reason,  the  platform  of  religion.  Some  cannot  analyze.  If  you  disbelieve  a  pecu- 
liar bible,  the  advocates  are  pretendedly  shocked,  as  if  yon  had  declared  war  on  religion. 
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They  identify  their  bible  with  religion,  an  utter  impossibility.     They  are  two  different 
things. 

Which  is  truest,  the  Jew  oracles  or  the  Roman  ? 

Which  people  had  most  virtue  ?  Which  had  pre-eminence  m  any  supreme  pecu- 
liarity over  the  rest  of  the  world.  None.  Which  bible  is  the  truest?  None  :  us  all 
are  false.  The  Romans  had  sybilline  books.  What  is  the  Jew  bible  1  A  book.  U  ii 
any  truer  ?  It  is,  if  anything,  less  true.  Who  endorses  it  ?  The  modern  priestocrary ' 
What  are  they  by  that  endorsement?  Counterfeiters.  What  is  the  diflerencc  i.i 
morals  and  religion  between  passing  counterfeit  books  and  money  ?  The  wor.st  is  in 
the  books.  Then  all  such  priestocracy  are  most  heinous  and  culprits.  They  arc 
unquestionably,  and  not  only  amenable  to  the  world's  condemnation,  but  to  the  bar  of 
conscience,  religion  and  God.  They  certainly  did  not  understand  the  vile  pollution  of 
absolutism,  that  has  vitiated  all  it  ever  bandied. 

Supreme  tuition  comes  from  a  supreme  teacher.  No  bible  of  tradition  can  give  pos- 
terity principles — only  falsehoods.  The  bibles  arc  all  horribly  corrupt,  and  would  be 
thus  estimated  but  for  a  corrupt  priestocracy,  who  adopt  all  the  ancient  sins,  false  lu 
modern  socictVi  with  the  empirical  light  of  peculiar  false  education.  All  the  bible  pre- 
tences are  pretendedly  adopted — which  one  can  be  verified  1 

Universal  deluges  are  guessed  at,  because  there  have  been  so  many  partial  ones,  anJ 
the  appearances  on  the  globe  warrant  that  belief.     But  they  have  not  been  analyzed. 

Thou  shalt  not  let  a  witch  live.  Let  not  such  bibles  live,  for  they  have  enouiili 
murder  in  them  to  be  executed  for  world,  universe  felony.  There  is  no  satisfactory 
reference  in  them  of  virtue. 

Heresy  is  it  to  the  bible  of  Moses  about  witches,  millions  of  people  being  put  to 
death  in  the  world  therefor  ? 

This  bible  feeds  on  too  much  crime  to  be  sustained  by.  religion.  Superstition  unbooked 
is  bad  enough,  without  the  blood  of  human  victims. 

Absolutism  has  cursed  man  and  mind  enough,  God  knows,  by  all  her  other  devices, 
but  this  thing  of  its  bible  tyrannizing  over  free  countries  where  the  masters  cannot  cuoie 
is  too  bad. 

To  have  the  minions  and  vassals  is  too  mean — ^the  world  neither  needs  absolutism  in 
any  shape  of  bibles,  or  any  other  way. 

What  is  ethics  ?  In  commerce  and  morals,  it  means  the  correct  conscientious  action. 
&c.     In  peculiar  bibles,  the  utmost  sophistry  to  avoid  detection.     It  is  tortuous. 

Do  you  believe  the  Jew  and  Jew-christian  bibles,  the  Mormons  and  Mahommetanb' 
Why  not  alii  Do  they  differ  in  fact  from  the  old  Roman's,  Greek,  or  Egyptian, o: 
Hindoo?  They  do  not.  All  had  oracles,  that  is,  divination,  augury,  soothsaying,  tliai 
is  priestocracy  false  pretences,  the  whole.  All  were  pagans.  The  Jew  ones  have 
modern  pagan  endorsements — a  double  series  of  false  pretences.  He  who  passes  such 
a  counterfeit  book,  palms  such  false  capital  on  the  world,  ought  to  be  more  amenabie 
for  violation  of  God's  laws,  than  the  money  counterfeiter. 

The  innumerable  witnesses  of  Uie  Creator  Almighty,  every  one  of  which  is  adequate. 
prove  all  the  peculiar  bibles  legions,  though  they  be  and  all  their  originators,  writers. 
and  authors,  tory  and  treacherous  as  their  aiders,  abettors  and  smugglers,  the  monanii"^' 
military  chieflans,  sword  in  hand,  lording  their  mission  with  brute  force  over  popular 
mind,  all  the  advocates  affiliated,  all  perjured  witnesses  with  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion. 

My  greatest  reason  for  being  so  strenuous  against  peculiar  bibles  and  their  advocatc> 
is,  that  all  such  are  in  the  way  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

Prudence,  which  is  but  another  name  for  mind's  providence,  should  be  strenoonslj 
exercised.  No  mind  that  is  rational  will  put  itself  into  any  man's  power,  as  is  too  often 
done  for  this  bible. 

Moses,  as  the  Egyptians,  were  all  jugglers :  the  whole  priestocracy  by  their  own 
admission  practiced  all  manner  of  deception  in  their  day,  and  the  worst  coiidemnatioo 
is  in  their  own  reoords,  that  they  were  destitute  of  tlie  first  essentials  of  religion,  truth 
and  honesty.  All  the  pretenders  of  peculiar  faith  have  had  to  resort  to  all  species  o\ 
jugglery  to  make  it  take  with  the  world,  and  the  most  effectual  is  false  pretences,  nund- 

They  are  the  serfs  and  minion  af^nts  of  despotism.  There  has  been  the  utmost  lati- 
tude to  originate,  adopt,  and  propagate  all  peculiar  faiths,  all  despotisms  that  mind  ^i» 
swallow.  All  such  bursts  out  ia  latter  days  in  Millerism,  Mormonism,  KnockiogSr  ^ 
previously  in  necromancy.  ., 

It  is  in  ignorant  and  superstitious  circles:  bible-ruled  countries.  In  such,  Pa"'* 
sophistry  was  philosophy,  and  tended  to  upset  half-established  science.  We  can  l*ajd»)'' 
bad  as  ignorance  is,  even  in  this  Union  in  places,  begin  to  realize  the  extremes  of  vvi 
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ancients,  when  all  kinds  of  mind^s  perversions  prevailed.  Now,  for  former  philosophy 
and  wisdom,  read  sophistry,  as  for  religion,  read  peculiar  pagan  faith  and  superstition. 

It  is  positively  a  fact,  that  faith  is  a  necessary  incident  of  facts  in  the  universe,  and 
cannot  be  excluded  wh^n  they  have  any  peculiar  manufacture,  for  all  peculiar  faiths  are 
necessarily  peculiar  falsehoods — all  false  pretences.  Now  a  world  of  peculiar  faith 
presents  the  strongest  proof  of  a  world  peculiar  perjury. 

Such  must  be  the  exercise  of  faith^without  conscience ;  and  what  is  all  such  worth 
when  it  must  necessarily  be  without  reason  ?  As  conscience  is  necessarily  the  vigilant 
coaimittce  of  rational  safety,  it  must  ever  be  the  regulator  of  rationality. 

There  can  be  no  faith  valid,  unless  rational.  Consequently,  the  world  has  no  exclu- 
sive claim  to  faith,  as  foolish  bigots  or  faithites  pretend.  All  have  to  learn  in  life,  all 
that  the  Ught  of  life  bestows. 

The  only  proper  decision  of  all  things  in-  the  universe,  can  only  be  by  the  compre* 
hension  of  their  character,  and  the  only  right  decision  of  conscience  is,  when  its  correct 
judgment  is  exercised  on  its  correct  knowledge. 

Sy  the  two  Jew  and  Jew-christian  bibles,  you  get  all  their  peculiar  faiths,  but  by  the 
rational  bible  of  mind,  you  get  the  munificent  religion  of  God,  the  Creator.  The  one 
peculiar  faith,  the  exhausting  mind-fund,  the  other  exhaustless  of  religion. 

Will  bible  advocates  adopt  the  bible  boldly  and  recklessly  on  bible  doctrines  ?  Which 
of  all  the  hosts,  legion  as  they  have  been,  is  by  excellence  the  bible  1  How  will  you 
establish  it?  On  faith  ethics  ?  The  Jews'  morals  impeach  their  bible,  for  if  the  chosen 
people  of  God,  they  had  peculiarly  chosen  excellency  of  personal  qualifications. 

You  anathematize  the  Mormons  for  polygamy  1  Did  not  the  excellent  patriarclis  do 
the  same  ?  How  can  you  get  rid  of  the  dilemma,  if  you  hold  to  the  Old  Testament  ? 
But  you  aver  that  you  have  a  new  dispensation.  Take  care,  my  soft  one,  you  have 
bamped  your  cranium  awfully.  You  are  between  two  insuperable  difficulties  that 
will  overwhelm  you.  That  is  the  very  victory  the  Mormon  has  over  you  :  defeated  by 
man  whom  you  have  aOected  to  loathe  as  of  yesterday,  the  very  thing  that  preceding 
sects  did  with  you,  you  are  overwhelmed  by  the  Creator,  who  does  not  dispense  dis- 
pensations, but  mind  and  its  functions. 

Are  you  idiot  or  crazy  ?  One  or  the  other  you  are  compelled  to  be.  Taking  your 
bible,  do  you  admit  the  witch  policy  1  You  must  take  it  of  course,  and  all  the  millions 
of  murders  thus  perpetrated  by  and  through  your  friend,  the  bible,  that  subsidized  them. 
But  you  say,  there  are  no  witches  these  days.  Then  there  are  no  bibles.  If  you  take 
one,  you  are  bound  to  adopt  all,  thou  softer-softest.  So  you  sec,  the  very  moment  you 
speak  of  subsequent  bible  dispensations,  you  kill  yourself  by  subsequent  ones  to  yours, 
even  that  of  the  Mormons,  as  well  as  by  prior  ones,  as  all  J  udaism,  all  are  innovations 
on  a  perfect  being. 

If  you  seek  to  vitalize  your  peculiar  bible,  you  thus  detract  from  your  Creator ;  that 
is,  you  only  blaspheme  for  your  bible,  that  is  nothing  after  all.  You  do  not  know  where 
you  arc  in  such  a  category,  as  you  are  never  safe  with  all  such  peculiar  faith,  a  nullity. 
Vou  may  affect  all  bibles,  christs  and  gods,  but  is  that  religion  that  is  imposition  on 
mind,  yours  the  worst  all  the  time,  that  has  the  force  of  despotism,  the  pretence  of 
sophistry,  and  the  reign  of  terror  of  superstition.  Can  your  bibles  survive,  because 
they  have  modern  endorsement! 

Were  it  bible,  it  might  be  better ;  but  it  is  the  corrupt  mind  of  the  priestocracy  and 
of  despotism  behind  all  such,  that  seizes  the  world-torches  of  its  own  incendiarism. 

But  things  in  the  bible  have  died  away ;  that  is  the  highest  possible  proof  that  the 
bible  is  dead,  proving  bible  fraud  not  inspiration. 

Millions  of  people  have  been  sacrificed  to  obsolete  bibles  and  peculiar  faith,  that  could 
not  uphold  themselves.  All  such  are  the  disguises  of  despotism.  How  the  world- 
people  are  self-immolated  on  the  altar  of  superstition,  to  please  despotism  that  always 
mocks  the  glorious  rights  of  mind. 

For  perjured  Jew  bibles,  you  have  forsaken  religion. 

The  regime  of  the  priestocracy  predicates  that  of  popular  ignorance,  peculiar  faith, 
and  exclusion  of  religion.  The  hieroglyphics  of  Egypt  tell  not  for  the  excellency  of 
popular  institutions,  as  the  memento  is  a  durable  monnment  of  popular  ffrievances. 
Their  government  is  partial,  most  despotic  in  ignorant  ages,  that  yield  to  all  the  fiuci- 
nations  of  power.  We  must  see  the  relative  state  of  mind  in  the  world,  and  the  rela- 
tive state  of  despotism  accompanying,  where  superstition  abounds.  If  any  bibks  are 
intended  to  improve  or  lessen  the  difficulty,  they  increase  it,  as  the  future  is  dwarfed  to 
the  vilest  regime  of  the  past,  and  mind  is  moulded,  not  elevated,  by  genius  to  the  ex- 
pansive demands  made  on  its  energies. 

The  ascetics  whine  about  bibles  of  the  Jews,  when  that  position  abjures  religion,  but 
establishes  only  editions  of  auguries,  soothsayings,  and  oracles,  the  paltry  traffic  of 
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priest  impostors,  all  rendering  morals  worse,  and  perverting,  weakening,  and  compting 
mind. 

Ah  I  but  the  courts  have  adopted  the  bibles. 

What  courts  ?  Those  of  despotism ;  yes,  and  of  America.  The  republic  separated 
church  and  state — one  of  its  wisest  actions — but  it  has  failed  to  separate  religion  from 
the  bible  of  peculiar  faith.     That  defect  the  worJd  must  correct. 

I  admit  the  peculiar  Jew  bibles  and  all  they  Qlaim  of  their  peculiar  Jew  gods,  as  that 
is  their  exclusive  property,  in  which  the  balance  of  the  universe  has  no  part  nor  lot ; 
but  when  they  claim  any  thing  peculiarly  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  my  Creator,  a 
totally  different  being,  a  complete  after-thought  with  them  and  modems,  then  I  admit 
what  they  can  only  incontestibly  prove,  otherwise  I  pronounce  them,  and  all  their  en- 
dorsers, from  autocrats  to  the  beggars,  the  veriest  felons  on  earth.  Establish  the  honest, 
truthful,  religious  claims  of  any  bible ;  do  not  sneak,  equivocate  about  the  proof;  act 
like  religion  requires. 

The  peculiar  bibles  are  really  too  bad.  The  more  I  see  of  them,  the  more  detestable 
and  contemptible  they  become,  as  peculiar  faith  becomes  more  odious  when  religion  be- 
comes more  lovely,  and  proportionately  as  rational  mind  does  justice  to  itself,  man  and 
God.  Had  any  peculiar  bible  been  the  true  one,  it  would  have  been  adopted  by  the 
world ;  but  as  that  is  not  the  case,  especially  as  the  adoption  has  preceded  the  truth, 
after  all  the  greatest  efforts  of  mind,  its  veracity  is  disproved  clearly.  Even  in  Eng- 
land, several  persons  have  been  burnt,  for  reading  the  bible.  The  Lord  Chancellor,  Sir 
Thomas  Moore,  condemned  to  death,  by  fire,  those  who  sold  it. 

This  thing  of  bible  proof  is  too  serious  for  the  world  to  be  trifled  with  and  put  off  by 
the  temporizing  priestocracy,  who  are  felons  for  palming  it  on  the  world,  knowing  it  to 
be  false  ;  they  cannot  know  anything  else,  if  they  know  proper  sense.  They  can  offer 
no  valid  proof,  and  are  disgraced  by  their  false  pretences.  They  and  their  bibles  are 
nuisances. 

Modern  interpreters  claim  all  the  benefits  of  modification  in  their  biblical  prophecies, 
and  they  are  utterly  confuted  by  monotheism  at  her  first  appreciation,  that  all  such,  the 
subsequents  especially,  are  inconsistent  with  the  perfection  of  the  Creator,  who  acted 
once  for  all. 

The  sword  and  pen  of  the  priestocracy,  with  the  credulity  of  the  world  called  faith, 
might  crush  mind  forever.  But  there  is  the  God  of  mind  and  religion  to  counteract  all 
such.  What  can  compare  with  the  verdancy  of  the  modems?  Their  credulity  is 
heinous,  sinful.  Their  professions  of  faith  are  utterly  culpable,  criminal,  when  the 
light  from  the  universe*s  luminary  sheds  its  effulgent  beams  over  all.  Did  the  fallible 
priestocracy  indite  and  keep  the  records  ?  What  more  power  could  be  desired  ?  They 
have  left  nothing  undone  for  the  world's  age  to  the  present  time,  to  secure  all  their  dy- 
nasty. If  God  kept  the  records,  then  they  are  pure.  He  has  kept  his  pure  records, 
that  no  rational  mind  can  mistake.  This  is  what  I  desire  to  call  the  world's  atteo- 
tion  to. 

Even  Jew  bibles  had,  in  their  times,  to  change,  to  conform  to  mind,  and  so  different 
were  they  that  the  exploded  left  the  people  foolish  when  the  next  were  read  to  them. 

The  bible  troe  ?  1  he  chief  secretary — ^the  unsurpassed  prophet — and  the  peculiar 
god  with  the  chief  patriarchs,  have  all  sworn  to  the  everlasting  possession  of  Palestioe, 
Uie  lands  of  the  Jews ;  but  as  Uiey  all  have  falsified  in  their  own  bible,  that  bible  is  false 
if  there  be,  as  there  certainly  is,  a  true  God  of  the  universe.  The  endorsement  of  all 
such  bible  falsehoods  by  modern  priestocracies  does  not  make  it  right,  but  a  greater 
wrong,  disgraceful  to  them.  All  bibles  are  in  the  same  category.  If  the  Mormons  had 
existed  long  enough  to  be  better  appreciated  as  more  world-deserving,  that  is,  more 
capable  to  attain  a  wider  credulity  among  the  people,  that  would  be  more  iniquity. 

The  self-government  of  man  is  what  Moses  and  all  Jewry  never  dreamed  of  when  be 
was  harassed  about  government.  It  was  a  failure  from  beginning  to  end,  as  all  the 
forms  of  despotism. 

Constitutional  and  rational  liberty,  and  religion,  forever  to  the  world,  as  the  Creator 
intended. 

The  whole  bible  question  now  turns  not  on  the  past  transactions,  as  they  are  all  ex- 
ploded, but  on  the  honesty  and  truth,  the  gentlemanly  action  of  the  present  advocates, 
who  falsify  all  by  their  continuation.  The  modems  attempt  to  galvanize  the  corrupt, 
decaying  mass  of  prophecy,  that  Moses  and  his  peculiar  god  kill^  in  exode. 

The  proper  functions  of  the  tradition  bibles  are  not  religion,  but  priestoeracT  plans. 
The  good  of  mankind  is  supposed  as  with  a  proper  conscience ;  but  all  such  is  b^t  but 
a  fishy  story. 

God  does  not  deal  in  tradition,  but  in  principles  that  he  consecrates  as  inspiration. 

The  bible  is  a  representative  of  biblical  perjury.     Let  it  not  be  inferred  that  I  have 
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taken  any  liberty  with  pecaliar  god  or  gods — ^it  is  the  absurd  creation  of  perverted  igno- 
rant bigots — ^the  small  coin  of  smaller  counterfeiters,  with  miserable  mental  calibre. 
This  absurd  bible  keeps  the  world  from  knowing  better,  if  it  looks  at  this  false  light. 
It  does  not  take  hold  of  things  in  the  right  practical  wisdom.  The  bible  of  tradition  can 
not  be  of  history  or  religion,  for  it  usurps  the  functions  of  both. 

Now  the  most  unerring  proof  of  it  is,  prophecy,  pretence.  The  modems  would 
inTent  gods  enough,  if  rational  mind  would  permit  them.  All  bibles  that  have  equivocal 
basis,  or  without  principles,  must  be  ruled  out.  Don't  let  them  go  too  far ;  nor  presume 
on  any  thing  from  them.  The  bible  is  a  false  witness  of  deity,  and  all  its  advocates  are 
false  in  upholding  it,  to  the  proper  appreciation  of  the  creator,  through  his  bible,  cause 
and  effect,  word  and  work. 

Religion  is  nobler  than  prophecy  and  faith,  as  the  last  are  of  a  barbarous  age,  the 
first  of  the  highest  civilization  of  rational  mind.  The  last  have  more  than  superstition, 
it  ia  despotism  behind  them  their  subsidizing  power.  The  Jews  stole  their  peculiar  god. 
The  bible  mirrors  the  errors  of  the  days  of  its  authorship,  reflects  the  defects  of  mind, 
its  own  defects  before  the  perfection  of  the  Almighty. 

Let  us  get  rid  of  bible  fooleries,  crimes  and  all.  Religion  cannot  be  sold,  bought  nor 
booked.  All  of  peculiar  faith  is  at  corrupt  auction  of  despotism.  The  advocates  of 
exploded  bibles,  all  of  which  in  the  world  are  necessarily  exploded  by  their  peculiarity, 
are  base  citizens  trading  in  smuggled  wares  all  the  time.  Religion  impeaches  all  such 
bibles  and  advocates — ^all  prelates — all.  But  the  bible  has  the  evidence  of  its  own  divine 
origin.  Then  it  has  its  full  evidence  of  its  peculiar  god  and  gods,  evinced  by  the  priest- 
ocracy,  who  constitute  gods,  bible  and  faith,  as  they  choose  to  construe  all. 

When  the  priestocracy  go  to  the  pulpit  with  any  such,  they  sophisticate  all  the  time  ; 
cannot  do  any  thing  else.  They  talk  in  a  circle  of  sophistry  their  life  time,  and  have 
to  cite  all  their  pretended  evidences  of  the  affiliated ;  as  to  any  of  assumed  deists,  it^s  all 
the  same  reduced  to  that  point  by  bribes,  dupery,  or  pretence.  Now  a  monotheist  is 
different  entirely.  He  is  obliged  to  listen  to  the  admonitions  of  rational  mind,  that  all 
peculiar  faithites  destroy,  alienate  or  invalidate,  actually  making  that  false  black  letter 
book,  mind  and  hand-factured  by  perverted  man  for  sinister  purposes,  an  idol  beyond 
his  mind,  sou],*&c.  All  peculiar  bibles  have  to  live  in  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  their 
peculiar  priestocracy,  who  spend  their  life  time  in  lying  for  them,  their  faith.  What 
barbarians ! 

Ever  ask  for  the  essential  proof  of  their  peculiar  bible,  and  it  is  not,  cannot  be  given. 
They  equivocate  in  the  false  pretences,  that  one  particle  has  ever  been  given.  Such 
bible,  faith,  course,  priestocracy,  cannot  teach  religion  at  all,  for  it  has  no  principles  as 
truth  and  reason.  They  are  the  most  dangerons  professions  of  all  on  earth.  But  strike 
out  the  bible,  and  of  course  you  strike  out  th^  mock  sun  of  their  firmament,  their  crea- 
tion, not  that  of  the  universe,  not  at  all.  What  will  be  the  result  ?  They  will  be  put  down 
necessarily,  as  all  such  that  have  no  principles,  but  mind  will  sec  principles. 

Superstition  was  Uie  deified  creation ;  mind  rationalizes  on  the  creator's.  Silence, 
priestocracy,  forever.  You  are  unworthy  to  appear  before  God — use  rational  mind  that 
you  have  basely  betrayed.  But  all  impeached  scriptures,  are  estopped  introduction  to 
rational  mind.  They  are  impeached  for  perjury ;  they  are  tainted  with  inherent  impeach- 
ment by  religion,  and  are  unworthy  of  audience,  till  a  rational  verdict  acquits  them,  a 
thing  impossible,  as  that  has  convicted  them.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  Invoke  the  aid  of 
monotheism,  that  cannot  be  impeached.  If  any  peculiar  bible  can  alter  and  destroy 
God's  attributes,  functions  and  principles,  libel  himself  and  his  whole  creation,  setting 
all  mankind  at  variance  with  each  other,  and  destroying  the  universal  brotherhood, 
supersede  religion  by  faith  or  credulity  of  seduction,  devices  of  despotism  for  morals  of 
rational  mind,  all  sophistry  for  truth,  then  I  can  be  persuaded  that  tlie  impeached  bible 
has  shaken  off  its  disreputable  abominations. 

Why  do  Christians  or  any  pagans  bluster  about  their  bibles,  when  they  positively 
define  their  whole  position  ?  They  declare  themselves  necessarily  peculiar  aijd  posi- 
tively pagans,  for  religion  has  no  peculiarity.  If  they  aspire  to  be  religious  tliey  can 
neither  have  peculiar  bibles^  faith  or  priestocracy ;  but  must  defer  to  principles  that  are 
universal.  Of  these  two  points  they  can  choose,  but  they  cannot  hold  both  at  the  same 
time.  The  whole  bible  question  is  here  as  elsewhere  ended  in  its  own  defeat,  and  that 
through  the  impeachment  of  perjury  by  religion.  The  creator  cannot  possibly  know 
such  a  hybrid.  But  there  are  some  fine  passages  in  the  bible,  and  that  forsooth  is  to 
exculpate  the  world  culprit !  Because  the  high  treason  criminal  has  fine  language,  tliat 
is  to  absolve  him  in  the  court  of  conscience !  That  is  the  best  evidence  against  him, 
for  misdirected  and  perverted  talents,  for  it  is  certain  that  such  bibles  were  fabricated 
and  smuggled  to  order  of  absolutists,  despots  and  their  minions,  monks  and  their  vassals, 
world  iotriguertt  and  their  fanatics.    All  religion  is  for  the  benefit  of  mind  to  rationalize 
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the  world,  not  for  the  bible  to  peculiarize  and  brutalize  the  priestocracy.  If  this  were 
a  question  of  priestocracy  and  their  bibles,  and  not  religion,  then  they  miffht  have  it  all 
to  themselves,  but  as  it  is  exclusively  of  the  last,  then  the  bible  of  mind  excludes  the 
two  first  entirely,  and  reinstates  rational  mind  to  its  brilliant  and  original  ownership. 

The  Christians  need  not  affect  that  the  ancient  philosophers  were  of  small  calibre 
when  their  pagan  faith  cannot  yet  give  them*  religion  !  Their  faith  is  smaller  calibre 
than  the  ancient  sophists'  philosophy.  They  have  yet  to  learn  what  religion  is,  most 
positively. 

The  whole  world's  holiest  and  truest  interest  every  way  is  identified  with  the  muni- 
ficent plenipotency  of  monotheism,  that  does  justice  here  and  hereafter. 

When  monotheism  presents  her  loveliest  humility,  she  gives  the  sublimest  confidence 
to  mind.  She  directs  the  best  taste  of  constitutional  republicans.  But  the  bible  is  full 
of  the  evidence  of  divine  inspiration.  It  is  full  of  the  inspiration  of  false  pretences,  as 
gaseous  as  impudent,  as  assumptive  as  ignorant.  It  has  not  one  whole  truth  of  the 
creator,  but  presents  the  priestocracy  creations. 

The  whole  bible  teems  witli  their  falsehoods,  as  all  sermons  do  with  those  of  the 
Dreachers  seeking  to  uphold  them.  The  new  testament  presents  the  functions  of  men. 
No  such  bible  can  present  the  divine  functions  of  religion,  being  the  prostituted  hireling 
of  faith.  All  such  bibles  are  the  stock  jobs  of  the  world's  priestocracy.  It  is  a  wonder 
that  the  American  constitutional  republicans  have  been  inveigled  with  this  tool  of  despots. 
In  getting  rid  of  the  curses  of  polytheism  and  atheism,  they  will  reach  the  holiest  bless- 
ings of  monotheism ;  the  sooner  the  better. 

God  gave  her  to  guarantee  all  the  blessings  of  life,  present  and  future.  All  others 
are  false  pretences.  The  Americans  should  never  know  a  preacher,  or  minister  of  ilie 
ungodly  gospel  any  more.     They  should  not  be  corrupted  by  them. 

The  blasphemous  gospels  and  preachers,  as  most  ungodly,  should  be  put  down  as 
nuisances  to  God,  mind  and  world. 

The  very  first  thing  that  the  bible  of  the  Creator  would  give,  this  bible  of  the  priesto- 
cracy's  creation  does  and  cannot  give  mind  hold,  hence  its  false  pretences  of  faith, 
which  is  a  most  ungodly  perversion  of  truth,  honesty  and  religion.  Bible-failh  is 
ungodly  perversion  of  religion.  Then  all  such  gospels  are  the  creatfoas  of  creations 
most  perverted,  ungodly  idols  and  images — they  are  pagan  false  pretences,  and  the 
advocates  are  pagans  and  false  special  pleaders. 

The  subject  of  religion  should  be  discussed  most  religiously  every  seventh  dar 
throughout  the  world  forever,  by  those  competent  to  do  so.  All  the  world  capable  oi' 
attending  should  invariably  seek  to  be  present,  and  do  justice  to  their  God,  country  and 
rational  mind.  They  should  discuss  then  as  ever,  as  well  as  practice  rational  religion. 
Proving,  as  has  positively  been  done,  that  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faiths  are  all  false 
pretences,  it  is  essential  for  self-preservation  to  claim  the  benefit  of  the  whole  victory, 
for  assuredly  if  they  are  as  certainly  proved  fallacious  guides  in  physical  science,  they 
are  so  essentially  as  proved  tlie  unsafest  guides  for  moral  and  religious  science  and 
philosophy.     Nothing  can  be  clearer  or  more  demonstrable  than  all  that.  • 

All  the  dangerous  omissions  of  ignorance,  all  the  insidious  commissions  of  peculiar 
faith  and  education,  must  be  counteracted,  by  the  conservative  influence  of  rational 
education,  the  only  means  to  satisfy  the  world  on  the  main  essential  parts.  But, 
advocate,  you  positively  said  that  the  bible  was  against  itself  in  contradictions,  and  tbat 
you  could  not  believe  a  pait  as  too  improbable  for  credulity.  Then,  is  not  the  bible  a 
false  witness  1 

How  can  you  believe  such  1  The  preacher  who  asserts  the  bible  true,  assumes  an 
unenviable  responsibility. 

He  starts  with  a  step  condemnatory,  for,  if  an  honest  mind,  he  cannot  believe  any 
such  thing.  He  cannot  assert  anything  in  direct  contradiction  to  truth ;  his  calling,  his 
position,  any  thing  extraordinary  only  gives  two  falsehoods  for  one.  His  belief  assumed 
is  hyppcrisy,  and  his  faith  the  same, — ^all  false  of  course, — ^he  will  perjure  himself  to 
sustain  all  liis  false  steps,  instead  of  retracing  them  like,  a  wise,  honest,  truthful  man ; 
to  sustain  all  them  he  perjures  himself  for  perjuries  and  perjurers.     There  is  no  end. 

Will  he  proscribe  to  endorse,  to  force  and  deceive  ? 

Afler  all  he  has  lost  all,  losing  himself,  pretending  to  be  for  others  in  the  pulpit,  and 
he  writes  himself  a  blockhead.  It  is  mind-adoration  to  God,  on  the  most  excellent  proof 
that  only  mind  of  all  creation  can  pay,  and  cannot  be  represented,  for  religion  cannot 
be  represented. 

Did  you  know,  sophist,  who  have  gone  on  with  your  professions  to  the  roiu  of  your 
mind's  perception,  that  you  cannot  make  choice  of  any  bible  on  mere  faith? 

How  do  you  reach  the  bible  ?     Is  not  all  through  rational  mind  or  its  perverted  sub- 
stitute of  sophistry,  the  hypocritical  counterfeit  ?     If  you  act  right,  as  a  man,  a  gentle- 
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man,  you  have  uo  counterfeit ;  if  you  act  otherwise  by  faith,  then  you  are  deceived 
necessarily  into  the  counterfeit.  If  you  set  up  any  peculiar  claims,  then  you  rule 
youreelf  as  well  as  all  out,  by  rational  views  that  exclude  what  you  desire  excluded 
4:ouciterfeit8.  Faith  brings  you  in  a  counterfeit,  unless  you  are  crazy,  and  then  you  are 
a  monomaniac. 

The  poor  idolatrous,  conceited  Jew-priestocracy  thought  or  affected  they  would  escape 
ilie  light  of  God  and  man  by  their  false  pretences  to  peculiarities,  and  many  no  doubt 
tvere  fooled  into  that  absurd  belief ;  but  the  light  of  science,  the  vindication  of  principles, 
not  only  exposes  their  nakedness,  but  their  deformity  and  vulgar  obliquity ;  now,  let  the 
world  beware,  else  it  may  get  the  jaclvall's  share. 

The  day  will  come  when  a  belief  in  the  bible  vulgarisms  will  be  equivalent  to  piind's 
stultification,  a  by-word  and  reproach,  ere  they  be  swept  away  in  the  current  of  oblivion. 
I  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  settle  on  any  bible  of  peculiar  faith,  as  ere  I  can  possibly 
reach  that  point,  rational  religion  claims  her  rightful  possession.  I  must  obey  the  guide 
uf  my  moral  free  agency. 

But  Joe  Smithes  bible  is  a  forgery  ;  then  all  of  peculiar  faith  are. certainly  so,  only 
one  gets  the  better  of  the  other. 

The  question  never  arises  which  is  right,  can  be  depended  on,  but  which  is  most 
available.  Moses'  calf  killed  Aaron's,  because  he  had  most  to  help  him ;  this  is  the 
\\  orld.  You  adopt  faith,  a  faithless  pretence.  You  are  excluded  by  faith,  that  has 
j-ower,  court,  and  popular  favor.  It  is  singular  how  visionary  the  world  is  in  this 
matter.  How  can  you  defend  your  position  ]  Your  books  are  as  faithless.  In  vain 
may  the  vassals  detect  they  will  not  investigate  other's  merits  and  be  blind  to  their  ovm. 
derocrits.  By  reading  yours,  I  came  to  the  certain  inevitable  conclusion,  because  I  was 
thoroughly  convinced  of  its  fullest  errors,  self-evident,  self-convicted,  that  none  such 
could  stand. 

Away  with  them.  The  affected  learning  of  peculiar  faith  may  delude  the  world  with 
its  false  glare,  but  the  real  wisdom  of  rational  religion  is  the  intrinsic  concern  of  mind 
and  soul.     What  good  could  millions  of  bibles  do,  identified  with  peculiar  gods  ? 

Ami  the  bible  lies  for  and  by  the  devil,  acts  by  and  for  its  peculiar  god  and  gods,  by 
and  for  the  priestocracy,  by  and  against  the  world  and  people.  W  hat  a  book !  Its 
creations  are  its  images  and  idols,  the  standard  for  and  against  mind.  It  mind-facturcs 
f'lith  and  speculates  on  its  profits,  and  sacrifices  religion  and  the  God  of  creation.  No 
l»ible  owns  faith,  that  is  all  pretence.  No  true  bible  invokes  the  falsity  of  any  faith  ; 
I'ibie  knaves  do  that.  The  world  has  more  important  matter  to  attend  to,  that  of 
monotheism. 

As  good  citizens,  you  have  no  part  or  lot  in  false  bibles,  they  are  all  pretence.  You 
can  only  invoke  the  faith  of  credulity,  not  that  of  truth.  There  is  no  faith  but  t};at  of 
truth,  and  it  comes  through  reason  and  facts. 

To  own  a  bible,  you  must  disown  religion  and  mind  ;  above  all,  language  must  be 
corrupted,  and  you,  sir,  are  the  corrupter,  the  defilcr,  the  perjurer. 

Bible-faith  is  estopped  in  the  court  of  conscience  as  an  illegal  witness,  as  impeached 
and  convicted  of  felony,  blasphemy  and  perjury.  All  its  advocates  are  impeached 
iiii|K».stors.  The  games  of  bibles  peculiar,  faiths,  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries, 
are  those  of  perjury.  The  players  are  perjurers.  The  bibles  of  all  priestocracies, 
n'jcessarily  corrupt,  look  back  to  fabulous  ages,  the  more  untruthful  the  farther  back, 
while  the  bible  of  rational  mind  seeks  to  evoke  religion  from  documents  of  the  Creator. 
The  world  needs  the  chronology  of  monotheism,  as  the  one  of  true  science.  All  that 
it  has  is  that  of  paganism  most  conclusively,  which  proves  no  exact  science.  The  very 
name  of  gospel  denotes  perjury,  as  peculiar  faith  is  pagan  peculiarly  and  necessarily 
bo.  Where  arc  the  bible  concomitants  to  uphold  its  authenticity  and  carry  conviction  to  a 
subsequent  world  of  mind,  that  as  true  to  its  souls  must  ingenuously  demand  them  as 
prior  to  conviction  ?  Their  absence  as  vouchers  in  the  silence  of  the  principal,  its  peculiar 
gnd,  proves  the  bible  advocates  as  false  as  the  bible. 

Where  now  is  that  peculiar  god  thus  .boasted  of?  Dead  as  the  priestocracy,  his 
representatives,  proxies  and  personalities.  As  all  peculiar  faiths  are  perjuries  when 
carried  out,  all  bibles,  their  representatives,  are  perjuries  too.  Now,  when  God  has 
endowed  all  the  universe  with  principles,  will  you  take  less  when  yon  are  actually  entitled 
to  them,  the  only  safety  fund  ? 

It  is  not  faith,  but  the  sagacity  to  comprehend  the  truth,  elicits  faith.  This  bible 
murders  religion  for  bible  faith ;  it  has  no  principle.  Its  assertion  for  inspiration  must 
be  absurdly  taken,  when  the  name  and  not  the  substance  is  prrtended.  It  comes  in 
competition  with  God's  word,  and  must  give  bestproof  or  else  be  ruled  out.  It  is  religion, 
not  history. 
Prophecy  and  the  bible  are  the  most  audacious  blasphemies,  and  the  quintesaeoce  of 
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perjury.  There  can  be  no  pare  pacification  of  the  world  till  all  such  are  interred  in  the 
tomb  of  the  world's  errors.  You  cannot  teach  the  world  religion  through  the  foulest 
codes  of  despotism,  as  such  are  incompatible.  Have  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  psy- 
chologized the  world-mind  ?  All  bibles  of  tradition  refer  to  the  past,  and  exclude 
mind's  progress  from  development,  thereby  creating  awful  evils  greater  than  any  pre- 
tended to  be  remedied. 

The  world  has  to  try  faith  and  its  bibles  by  religion.  That  is  the  only  standard  to 
get  a  righteous  verdict.  All  that  the  advocates  of  the  scriptures  can  say,  is  that 
upheld  by  sophistry  endorsed  by  all  available  despotism.  There  can  be  no  other  for  bible 
perjury.  No  intelligent  freeman  in  his  senses  can  receive  a  pagan  bible  for  religiou,  for 
that  book  to  be  desecrated  to  the  corrupt  purposes  designated  by  its  clique.  No  such 
species  of  despotism  can  be  tolerated. 

I  am  not  to  consult  your  belief  of  the  scriptures,  but  their  facta ;  not  bible  faith,  but 
God-facts. 

You  assert  that  religion  should  speak  for  the  bible,  as  the  bible  advocates  assoise  to 
her  friendship.  Now  she  goes  directly  against  all  such.  God  will  not  condescend  to 
support  such,  then  they  are  estopped,  and  ruled  out  of  mind's  confidence.  Their  advo- 
cates have  to  be  silent.  That  bible  is  proceeding  to  its  dotage,  decay,  and  extinction. 
Bibles  got  the  world  into  difficulties  about  wars,  witches,  and  crusades ;  what  got  them 
out,  but  mind  ?     But  then,  there  is  no  grateful  acknowledgment  of  all  this. 

AH  peculiar  bibles,  make  castes.  All  such  bear  internal  evidence  of  false  pretences, 
the  reflection  of  the.  priestocracy.  No  bible  of  peculiar  faith  can  do  justice  to  the 
world,  the  wants  of  mind,  or  the  requisitions  of  the  soul,  and  as  such  is  iniquity,  it 
should  never  be  palmed  on  the  world,  being  the  counterfeit  means  of  religion.  Surely 
after  eighteen  centuries'  preparation,  the  bible  affiliations  ought  to  be  able  to  prepare 
some  plausible  proof  of  their  bantling.  I  am  actually  surprised  to  see  the  intelligent 
freemen  of  the  land  using  such  a  book,  tory  to  every  principle  of  constitutional  and 
religious  liberty.  No  wonder  that  the  adherents  of  monarchy,  the  one  man  power 
persist  for  it,  when  it  is  the  best  card  in  the  pack  of  despotism.  It  carries  the  game, 
and  sweeps  all  in  its  insidious  folds.  Its  sophistry  is  more  capacious  than  the  ana- 
conda, for  it  embraces  in  its  serpentine  power  all  the  verdant  and  treacherous  of  the 
world.  The  possession  of  any  peculiar  faith  and  bible,  is  that  much  less  than  religion, 
and  puts  the  supposed  possessor  that  much  behind. 

The  Jews  acted  as  if  monarchy  was  to  be  a  perennial  mode  of  government  of  the 
world,  including  its  union  the  church,  thereby  proving  that  prophecy  was  a  nullity,  a 
degrading  pretence  to  keep  tlie  world  in  darkness,  political,  and  religious. 

It  is  «(trange  the  advocate  of  one  peculiar  faith  sees  the  glass-houses  of  all  others 
but  his  own,  probably  the  most  brittle  of  the  whole. 

I  could  not  wish  to  be  one-billioneth  the  sinner  in  adopting  any  priest*s  bible,  to  be 
exposed  to  all  the  ignominious  life  of  its  defence.  No  bible  has  the  merit  of  toleration, 
bur  bears  the  mark  of  a  brute  beast  as  it  is. 

Ail  the  bible  advocates  have  to  rely  on  now,  is  a  miserable  subterfuge  of  sophistry 
called  faith,  that  when  run  out  legitimately,  is  the  rankest,  craziest  perjury.  Mind  ia 
married  to  rationality,  but  meretricious  and  mercenary  faitli  separates  them  by  base 
adultery. 

Now  freemen  can  see,  why  inquisitions  to  burn  and  torture  mankind. 

Peculiar  faith  trammels,  while  rational  religion  expands  the  excellency  of  mind— 
the  soul.  God  has  organized  the  universe  by  conservative  principles,  functions,  and 
attributes — of  which  we  are  an  essential  part,  and  therefore  most  wisely  hold  ourselves 
cognizant  of  and  obedient  thereto— the  social  and  soul  problem  is  an  endless  progression 
of  consummate  perfection  and  happiness,  through  adequate  means,  to  their  attain- 
ment— ^a  never  ceasing  exertion. 

Had  not  the  world  been  butchered  up,  by  so  many  bloody  bible  statutes,  to  force  it  on 
the  world,  the  evil  might  have  been  less. 

When  such  are  written  or  adopted,  that  proves  the  undeveloped  state  of  unenlight- 
ened, irrational  minds — if  the  Jew  corruption  had  been  all — but  that  was  the  platform  to 
an  endless,  ungodly  brood. 

Had  constitutional  liberty  prevailed,  when  the  first  bible  had  been  written,  that  neces- 
sarily had  been  that  of  rational  religion,  the  only  one. 

The  world  has  had  the  bible  and  faith  of  despotism,  let  us  henceforward  haro  tlie 
bible  of  religion  of  the  people  of  the  whole  world.  Peculiar  faith  so  estranged  and  cor- 
rupted the  ancient  world,  that  the  peculiar  advocates  estimated  the  balance  as  heathens« 
and  unworthy  of  soul  benefits.  What  but  the  immortality  of  the  soul  could  enable  the 
world  to  possess  its  intrinsic  brotherhood  ?  The  best  abstract  proof  of  a  God  of  rationil 
religion,  is  the  chaos  and  confusion  of  the  whole  world  full  of  peculiar  faiths,  tbat  di- 
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vide  and  subdivide,  instead  of  making  the  world  right :  when  monotheism  representing 
the  unity  of  God,  identifies  therewith  the  unity  of  man.  Where  do  you  find  the  worst 
morals  ?    Where  the  priestocracy  have  the  most  influence  with  the  people. 

The  proper  principle  of  the  soul,  that  should  deal  in  principles  all  the  time,  is,  never 
to  rely  on  that  which  has  no  principles  or  responsibility,  as  the  priestocracy  or  their 
bibles.  The  only  inspiration  and  revelation  is  an  exact  bible  of  mind,  not  of  priestoc- 
racy, that  is  certain  and  exact  by  science  and  principle,  the  consummation  of  principles, 
the  religion  of  principles.  Had  true  physical  and  moral  science  prevailed  in  the  days 
of  peculiar  bibles,  we  should  have  never  heard  of  priestocracy ^s  inspiration,  that  made 
all  their  creations  worse  off  than  at  first  found. 

All  such  bibles  prove  moral  and  intellectual  obliquity  of  the  authors  only.  What  a 
caricature  of  themselves  and  authors,  who  come  not  only  far  short  of  Deity's  character, 
but  of  common  sense  science. 

The  authors  were  perfect  blockheads,  whether  aiming  or  not  to  impose  on  the  peo- 
ple. The  bible  falling  short  of  the  character  of  divine  inspiration,  as  purported,  proves 
itself,  is  self-evidence  of  its  own  perjury,  involving  the  character  of  all  its  authors  and 
advocates  in  that  category.  Religion  requires  the  speediest  expulsion  of  all  peculiar 
faith  bibles,  as  self-impeached,  and  discarded  on  that  impeachment. 

All  such  bibles  are  man's  foolish  work,  and  are  ruled  out  by  a  higher  inspiration  of 
rational  mind,  that  thus  proves  their  usurpation  and  imposition.  One  of  the  very  best 
proofs  against  all  such  bibles,  was  the  fall  of  mind  by  them,  only  to  be  rescued  by  ra- 
tional mind.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  insidious  than  such  bibles,  similating  false 
friendship  to  mind,  that  it  crushed. 

The  biMe  is  the  most  ungodly  book  in  the  world,  and  betrays  the  most  vulgar  igno- 
rance, reflecting  the  absurd  obliquity  of  the  times  and  authors,  the  most  miserable  cari- 
cature of  God  the  creator,  mind  the  free  agent,  and  the  most  bungling  creation. 
£ither  their  peculiar  god  or  the  writers  have  been  leH;  out ;  the  adorers  of  the  true  God 
can  tell. 

The  bible,  as  the  worst  sort  of  perjury,  cannot  begin  to  suit  children.  The  proper 
portraiture  of  the  Jews  has  been  much  adverted  to,  as  mirrored  in  the  bible  of  their 
priestocracy,  that  reflects  their  national  imbecility,  corruption,  and  idolatry,  them  dis- 
honest repudiators,  having  no  pretension  to  religion,  as  destitute  of  humanity  and  all 
godly  virtues,  insidious  scourges  to  avenge  themselves  on  mankind,  as  their  enemies, 
thereby  violating  the  world's  brotherhood,  adding  the  worst  libel  on  their  unfortunate 
victims,  for  idolatry  that  only  was  pagan  as  that  of  the  Jews ;  barbarizing  and  prostra- 
ting, brutalizing  human  nature  by  utter  reckless  piracy,  debauching  their  prisoners,  if 
not  nefariously  butchering  them,  and  holding  out  their  false  lights  to  the  modern  world, 
that  should  stoop  to  notice,  by  imitation,  their  national  felonies. 

The  bible  sophists  assume  that  the  philosophers  of  the  ancients  did  not  discover  what 
religion  was — ^nor  did  all  the  affiliated  tribe  of  the  priestocracy,  in  aR  their  pretences, 
under  their  pagan  regime. 

Religion  has  been  practiced  in  all  ages  and  countries  where  mind  acted  as  mind,  in- 
dependent of  all  systems  and  their  pretenders. 

There  have  been  many  Scipios  of  their  passions,  in  not  triumphing- over  prostrate 
virtue,  and  many  unknown,  practicing  what  humanity  required.  Better  had  the  world 
know  not  such  aidvisers,  if  they  affect  to  teach  religion. 

What  keeps  up  now  that  piratical  spirit  of  martial  prowess,  but  the  degraded  exam- 
ple of  such  bibles.  Let  the  mighty  continental  governments  be  instituted,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  even  annexation,  much  less  conquest,  will  be  annihilated.  The  Jew  and 
Christian  bibles  are  the  most  corrupt  bibles  of  paganism. 

Let  the  whole  rational  world  decide  at  once  that  all  peculiar  bibles  are,  on  the  con- 
clusive facts  of  the  case,  their  own  priestocracy  prophecies,  perjuries,  and  act  becomingly 
on  rational,  the  only  religion,  and  the  world  would  see,  in  the  shortest  practicable  time, 
one  of  the  greatest  evils  coming  to  an  end,  and  the  noblest  liberty  maturing  to  lu^r  most 
magnificent  splendor. 

1  oppose  the  world  of  peculiar  bibles  from  the  highest  intrinsic  principles,  their 
consummation  that  of  religion,  to  exclude  all  such  and  their  concomitants,  their  world 
evils. 

I  can  take  no  higher  basis,  and  can  have  no  wanton  views  of  injury  to  any  being.  I 
seek  to  vindicate  my  unassailable  position. 

Bible  faith  is  it?  Any  can  be  manufactured  out  of  that  bible,  that  contribute  to  aay 
species  of  despotism  under  such  a  curse.  I  cannot  admit  any  such  faith,  that  contra- 
venes that  of  God  the  Creator,  and  overwhelms  man's,  the  full  and  undeniable  one  of 
right. 

After  all  the  best  analysis,  the  bible  inculcates  at  the  very  start  a  violation  of  truth, 
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honesty,  and  religion,  a  priestocnicy  perjury.  A  pare  soul  wishes  none  of  all  that. 
The  bible  needs  a  dispensation,  and  that  is  its  entire  and  speediest  banishment,  as  the 
most  unworthy  of  a  world^s  notice  for  a  nioment. 

Yes,  a  constitutional  liberty  mjnd  must  expel  it,  whilst  the  despot  invokes  its  tory  aid 
to  his  collusion.  Would  any  mind  less  than  a  crazy  monomaniac  conspire  with  pegured 
fraud,  to  uphold  such  a  rickety  perjury  as  the  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  ?  The  bible  so- 
phists, manufacturers,  and  advocates  falsify  all  science,  religion,  the  universe,  to  uphold 
that  sink  of  perdition.  Faith,  is  it,  about  these  bibles?  Yes,  let  it  be  faith,  of  course, 
the  world  over ;  but  let  it  be  fully  comprehended ;  let  it  not  stop  short  of  the  whole 
analysis  of  the  faith  subject,  and  then  you  will  see  the  faithlessness  of  such  bibles. 

You  have  not  begun  to  see  the  whole  question  of  faith. 

Your  priestocracy  with  insidious  friendship  to  inveigle  you,  only  showed  you  their 
black  letter  part,  but  the  God  of  true  and  religious  faith  has  a  universal  picture  that 
«your  false  guides,  wolves  in  sheeps'  clothing,  have  not  shown  you,  but  falsified  the 
whole  in  failure.  Their  omission  is  a  perjury  indeed.  Tell  it  to  the  world  that  I 
oppose  and  discard  the  bible,  but  the  reason  with  it  always,  that  it  is  for  principle,  reli- 
gion. So  far  from  the  world's  being  backed  out  by  bible  mysteries,  it  had  only  to 
investigate  them  fully  to  discover  the  whole  a  mystified  perjury.  Give  the  world  the 
faithful  comprehension  of  bible  faith,  and  it  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
bible  covenants  falsify  the  universe  covenants  of  God,  and  of  course  falsify  themselves. 
What  a  world  false  capital  the  bible  is.  It  trades  all  the  thne  on  false  capital  of 
mind,  is  used  by  despots  for  government,  and  by  world-hacks  to  manage  social  circles, 
by  mercenary  designs. 

Bible  barbarism  and  paganism.  The  adoption  of  any  such  bibles,  stultifies  the 
adopters. 

As  I  have  proved  satisfactorily  that  all  peculiar  bible  inspiration  cannot  be  of  the 
God  of  the  universe,  his  inspired  bible,  then  it  results  that  ample  reference  be  made  to 
that  of  mind,  the  only  means  available  for  all  other  inspirations  that  must  be  necessarily 
either  those  of  undeveloped  and  irrational  or  rational  position,  and  reflective  thereof. 

I  have  proved  that  the  last  can  only  produce  a  bible  of  mind  and  religion,  and  there- 
fore that  all  such  peculiar  bibles  result  from  the  revelation  and  inspiration  of  the  other 
side  of  the  proposition,  that  necessarily  determines  the  answer  and  their  extinction,  for 
as  all  conventional  rules  of  society  are  determined  by  their  legitimacy  of  principles,  all 
others  are  extinguished  by  that  decision. 

The  very  idea  of  the  universe,  requires  universal  standards,  and  to  cut  mind  out  of 
them,  is  the  treachery  of  toryism.  Thus,  is  the  world  victimized.  The  world  has 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  relative  antiquity  of  any  peculiar  faiths  of  Moses,  Menu, 
trinities,  incarnations,  as  they  are  all  pagan  and  not  religion.  They  are  the  special 
pleadings  of  special  priestocracies,  the  meretricious  and  mercenary  efforts  of  world 
traitors,  to  rule  the  abject  mind. 

They  would  blight  the  universe  by  their  seductions.  False  bibles  require  all  fala- 
ties  for  their  support,  most  ignoble  at  best. 

It  is  the  deepest  reflection  on  mind,  that  the  world  docs  not  move  harmoniously  as 
mind  most  rational  can  make  it,  on  principles  the  purpose  of  creation.  That  furnishes 
conclusive  evidence  to  exclude  all  the  world  peculiar  faiths  and  their  bibles  with  all 
their  appurtenances. 

Suppose  tbe  whole  world,  like  New  England,  had  been  in  one  universal  witch  massa- 
cre at  that  time,  directed  by  what  its  advocates  claim  as  tlie  world's  guide,  the  black 
spirit  the  bible ;  the  terrors  of  French  massacres  are  nothing  to  it. 

Nothing  has  kept  down  that  and  other  analogous  evils,  but  the  relative  rational  \ig^^ 
of  mind.  We  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  regard  to  all  such  bibles,  as  they  are  the  evil- 
errants  of  the  world.  God's  own  conservative  principles,  the  great  blessings  of  the 
universe,  might  as  destructives  be  turned  into  its  greatest  curses,  and  tlms  with  such 
bibles. 

Nothing  is  safe  but  religious  principles,  and  religiously  carried  out.  God  docs  not 
know  any  peculiar  bible,  nor  any  persons  under  such  banner ;  even  his  principles  arc 
unknown  to  them.  All  the  advocates  to  be  rightly  received,  must  rally  under  mono- 
theism. 

I  feel  myself  compelled  to  adhere  accurately  to  the  text,  throughout  the  bible  of  ra- 
tional mind.  All  conservative  revolutionist  authors  must  prepare  to  encounter  the 
abominable  prejudice  and  odious  view  of  the  world,  tliat  had  instituted  the  monopolies- 
The  purest  motives  cause  me  to  make  these  inquiries.  I  feel  most  deeply  interested  to 
have  all  free  of  mistake,  much  less  error.     I  wish  to  be  critically  exact. 

One  idea,  rational  religion,  led  to  all  this  work.  Man  is  a  rational  being,  and  must 
have  the  highest  respect  to  rationality.     The  world^a  attention  is  called  to  this  point 
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If  you  do  not  respect  your  rights,  investigate,  know,  and  defend  them,  what  part  of  the 
world  will  ?    As  to  the  priestocracy,  they  are  most  interested  in  the  converse. 

All  peculiar  faith  persons,  Christians  or  Jews,  Mahomedans  or  Mormons,  Brahmin« 
or  Bhiiddists,  or  any  other,  prove  your  position  satisfactorily,  on  rational  principles  to 
rational  mind,  and  the  world  will  be  fairly  gained.  Then  you  will  overturn  this  system 
of  monotheism,  that  is,  the  bible  of  rational  mind  and  religion. 

Peculiar  faith  has  undue  ascendency  in  the  world,  by  undue  ascendency  of  the  world's 
ignorance.  Justice  cannot  be  done  the  system  of  religion,  even  by  criticism,  that  is 
corrupt  as  the  times  will  permit.  As  it  is,  I  ofier  this  to  the  honorable  world,  for  a 
solution. 

Bibles  of  mind  have  to  be  appreciated  and  adopted  by  the  world. 

Prejudiced  and  affiliated  critics  can  be  met  by  propositions  of  two  distinct  points : 
the  first  requiring  positive  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  any  bible  being  the  word  of  God 
of  the  universe,  submitted  to  the  priestocraciee  and  laymen  of  all  peculiar  faiths  of  the 
world,  which,  if  not  answered,  impeaches  all  the  peculiar  faiths  not  defended.  The 
second  requires,  on  failure  of  all  defence,  to  successfully  overthrow  the  bible  of  rational 
mind,  to  be  not  the  right  bible. 

I  will  give  any  church  the  noblest  triumph,  if  it  can  gain  it.  I  do  not  know  that  the 
world  is  ^et  prepared  to  advance  with  me  to  my  point  in  faith  confutation. 

The  bible  of  refined  civilization  is  due  rational  mind.  Matters  of  the  world  have  to 
be  estimated  to  the  most  refined  civilization,  the  highest  rationality  of  cultivated  mind. 
If  these  problems  are  not  met,  rational  religion  impeaches  the  whole  position.  Rational 
religion  invokes  the  most  refined  civilization,  the  glorious,  triumphant  advance  of  con- 
servative revolution. 

The  proper  triumph  of  the  cause  before  the  world  is  most  desirable.  I  am  interested 
in  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter.  The  just  and  equitable  relations  of  life  are  advanced 
by  the  bible  of  mind  ;  but  the  bible  of  priestocracy  keeps  up  an  unjust  agitation  and  an 
outrageous  infraction  of  mind's  rights. 

The  world  needs  not  only  a  proper  analysis,  but  a  liberal  discussion  respecting  re- 
ligion. 

I  challenge  the  whole  world,  every  sect  and  denomination,  creed  and  profession  of 
peculiar  faith,  laymen  and  all.  Come  one,  come  all,  and  break  your  intellectual  lances 
with  an  open  and  undisguised  opponent.  I  do  not  attack  any  person's  religion.  I  up- 
hold that,  but  I  assault  the  world's  false  pretences  of  peculiar  faith.  I  do  not  attack  the 
bible  of  God,  for  that  I  uphold,  as  that  is  self-upheld  like  its  supreme  original ;  but  I 
assault  the  priestocracy  pretended  bible,  that  they  have  palmed  on  the  world  for  their 
peculiar  gods. 

I  will  bind  myself  to  act  as  a  monotheist  to  any  one  that  proves  the  authenticity. 
Now  all  of  you  who  are  in  the  church,  should  be  obliged  to  any  one  to  set  you  right,  if 
practicable,  as  all  mankind  are  perfectly  incompetent  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the 
scriptures  without  God's  testimony,  that  is  indispensable  to  the  validity  of  securing 
what  is  rational  and  just  Impeach  one  single  point  in  rational  religion,  and  that  is 
effectual.  If  you  cannot  say  aught  against  monotheismi  you  cannot  say  aught  for  Jew 
bibles. 

This  enterprise  will  bring  the  worfd  to  the  proper  view  in  making  a  transfer,  that  it 
take  proper  care  that  it  lose  nothing,  as  in  exchanging  rational  religion  for  any  pecu- 
liar faith'.     Rational  religion  cannot  own  peculiar  faith  on  any  principle. 

The  demonstration  of  all  faith  has  to  be  on  rational  principles,  self-evident  on  the 
rules  of  evidence. 

A  total  failure  to  sustain  peculiar  faith,  requires  the  proper  efifort  to  maintain  some 
other  that  is  best 

That  is  clearly  monotheism,  the  original,  pure  one. 

The  infatuated  advocates  of  the  first  will  seek  the  successful  overthrow  of  the  last. 

All  such  is  to  be  fairly  and  honorably  decided,  to  insure  the  facts  that  are  trustworthy 
by  mankind. 

To  elicit  the  best  that  can  be  advanced  for  religion,  the  author  invokes  in  this  matter 
the  ablest  talents  of  the  world's  most  expansive  minds,  to  whom  the  most  satisfactory 
exposition  will  be  given. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  elucidates  the  religion  of  principles.  It  is  not  to  afifect 
the  piety  of  one  individual,  but  to  direct  to  the  right  investigation,  that  ought  to  be  in- 
stituted by  all,  in  order  to  reach  the  correct  and  confidential  decision. 

Oar  object  is  only  to  displace  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  establish  religion.  There  are 
frequent  changes  of  faith  made  for  sinister  purposes,  or  mercenary  designs,  but  nothing 
can  change  religion. 

A  proper  code  of  morals  and  duties  cannot  be  too  correct.    A  proper  codification. 
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free,  fair,  liberal  and  just  on  discussion  of  principles,  wUl  unite  mind,  the  world,  on  all 
subjects  that  have  unity — ^religion  is  emphatically  one  of  them.  She  renders  man  as 
near  a  perfect  man  as  mortal  can  on  earth  attain.  Her  divine  inspiration  forbids  all 
bibles  of  priestocracies,  as  creative  of  base  idolatry  of  the  book  and  its  contents. 

The  sacrifices  thereto,  through  its  belial  creations,  are  evinced  in  all  the  despotic  de- 
vices of  inquisitions  and  hypocrisy,  exclusive  of  all  the  legitimates  of  mind  and  soul 
organization,  whose  priceless  birth  and  creation's  rights  cannot  be  alienated,  forfeited, 
or  prostituted  by  all  their  belial  machinery. 

All  minds  can  and  will  write  on  this  sublime  subject,  in  one  harmonious  brotherhood. 
Religious  principles  will  rule  all  peculiar  faithites,  and  expose  their  false  position  about 
orthodoxy.  Why  will  the  world,  peculiar  faithites,  oppose  treacherously  nature  aod 
nature's  God,  forfeiting  the  noblest  merit  of  souls,  for  the  untenable  deed  of  the  ignoble 
priestocracy  ?  It  may  be  pretended  that  this  question  embodies  the  difficult  one  of  faith, 
and  as  such  is  a  matter  of  exquisite  feeling ;  but  my  mind  is  so  constituted  that  it  cannot 
be  humbugged  that  way.  The  established  rules  of  evidence  can  decide  best  this  whole 
question  in  all  its  bearing  of  faith,  which  represents  facts  predicated  in  truth  or  falsehood. 
There  is  no  recorded  code  of  religion  before  the  world  up  to  this  time.  You  affect  the 
bible,  that  which  is  subversive  of  all  the  principles  of  religion.  Do  you  go  for  such 
morals  to  give  world  felons,  the  chiefs  of  despotism,  infallible  excuses,  and  perjurers 
royal  palliation  ?  Will  you  violate  thus  all  the  noble  qualities  of  mind  and  religion,  and 
uphold  the  felon,  blasphemer  most  sacrilegious  ? 

If  you  adopt  a  barbarian  bible,  you  barbarize  your  own  mind,  country,  as  much  as  de- 
pends on  you. 

But  the  bigot  may  say,  that  he  or  she  may  not  read  any  other  book  whether  bible  or 
not.  That  position  at  once  premises  the  worst  bigotry  of  peculiar  faith  not  of  religion. 
What  will  not  prejudice  do  ? 

Peculiar  bibles  teach  obstinate  believers  to  be  hypocrites  or  bigots.  They  obstinately 
adhere  to  exploded  notions,  and  are  afraid  they  will  be  upset  by  reading  and  investigatioD. 
Now  these  last  are  the  very  way  to  arrive  at  truth,  which  is  the  foundation  of  religion. 

Whether  there  could  be  prophets  or  miracles  cannot  be  pertinent  to  less  than  truth, 
that  decides  against  all  such  as  the  idle  tales  of  augurs  and  soothsayers. 

But  you  refuse  to  read  this  bible.  Why  1  Because  it  exposes  all  pagan  bibles.  It 
arraigns  them  for  bearing  false  witness  against  God  Almighty,  libeling  his  character 
every  way  profitable  to  its  impudent  authors  the  priestocracy,  who,  with  all  their  affili- 
ated brethren,  have  taken  unwarrantable  liberty  with  their  creator.  And  they  hare 
made  their  base  capital  the  very  means  of  entrapping  mind,  dealing  the  worst  treachery 
thereto. 

The  affiliated  may  affect,  of  course,  that  they  cannot  see  anything  wrong  in  their 
bible  or  the  priestocracy.  But  their  self-interest  and  possession  of  powers  as  perverted 
minds,  may  affect  blindness,  and  are  really  possessed  of  moral  and  religious  blindness. 

If  despotism  be  wrong,  of  course  its  mental  offspring  is,  and  all  their  bible's  acts  are 
thus  predicated. 

Women  of  godlike  mind  and  fortitude,  invoke  your  sacred  household  and  family  to 
defend  their  principles,  their  religion  of  principles  on  the  bible  of  mind  ;  to  live  with,  to 
die  by,  and  feed  it,  and  your  domestic  glory  will  eclipse  all  that  despotism  can  erect  in 
all  its  gorgeous  trappings  and  assumptions.  The  bible  of  mind  illustrates  these 
principles : 

1.  Thou  shalt  not  have  any  gods  besides  the  creator  of  the  universe.  Thou  shalt  not 
have  any  of  the  creation  peculiar  gods  of  the  priestocracy.    Thou  shalt  abjure  them  all. 

2.  Thou  shalt  not  liave  any  of  Uieir  bibles  to  mislead  thee  in  false  faith,  idolatry,  oc 
the  evil  sacrifices  thereof. 

3.  Honor  the  creator  and  his  functions,  attributes  and  principles,  then  thou  wilt  honor 
all  expedient,  and  his  principles  will  honor  thy  attributes  and  functions. 

4.  Thou  shalt  do  justice  to  thy  mind,  and  above  all  creation  to  thy  soul,  the  immortal 
part. 

6.  Thou  shalt  sustain  the  sacred  brotherhood  of  the  world,  and  nothing  less. 

6.  Thou  shalt  go  for  the  world's  constitutional,  civil  and  religious  liberty,  by  the 
purest  conservative  revolution  of  monotheism. 

7.  Parents  and  children  shall  do  reciprocal  justice  to  each  other,  that  the  first  may 
inspire  the  last  with  love  and  reverence,  due  respect  for  rational  principles  inculcatedr 
evinced  by  the  profoundest,  permanent  filial  gratitude. 

8.  The  family  shall  be  sacred  in  all  its  social,  moral,  and  religious  principles,  as  en- 
dowed with  the  noblest  functions  and  attributes  of  society. 

9.  As  all  principles  are  sacred,  religion,  their  consummationi  consecnicfi  ail  o> 
xational  mind,  to  a  more  exalted  fruition  in  the  future. 
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10.  JiCt  the  reckless  affect  to  divest  mind  of  all  futare  organizations,  still  its  social 
relations  are  paramount  to  harmonize  the  earth,  and  render  it,  on  principle,  all  ever  pur- 
posed, and  that  constitutes  an  identity  of  universal  harmony  and  beatitude  that  bespeak 
a  co-relative,  expansive  identity,  and  annihilate  doubts  and  unprincipled  pretences  where 
a  universality  is  essential,  conceding  at  death  as  at  birth,  the  supremacy  to  the  creator, 
and  his  perfect  conservation  for  eternity,  consequently  no  messiahship  or  pagan  material- 
ism can  encroach  on  the  soul's  sublimest  rights  and  attributes. 

MESSIAHSHIPS  OR  VIC  EG  ERE  NTS  HIPS  OF  PAGANISM. 

The  omniscience  and  immutability  of  a  perfect  creator,  above  all,  his  foreknowledge, 
utterly  preclude  most  absolutely,  and  without  the  least  doubt,  any  intercession  or  mes- 
siahship. 

Creation*s  nature  resting  on  immutable  principles,  utterly  precludes  any  created 
beings,  from  the  character  of  Messiahs,  intercessors  or  vicegerents. 

All  created  beings  are  endowed  with  the  inalienable  character  of  creation,  and  incon- 
testibly  prove  the  unity  and  supremacy  of  God  the  Creator. 

The  whole  universe,  as  the  elaboration  of  his  genius,  attests  the  complete  titles  to 
God's  sole  ownership  and  management,  as  it  perfects  the  exhibition  of  his  adequate  and 
competent  power. 

Then,  no  physiological  endowments  of  creatures,  as  all  stand  in  that  relation  to  God, 
can  create  the  necessity  or  power  of  an  intercessor,  a  reflection  and  libel  on  God,  as  all 
created  beings  of  rational  minds,  start  with  the  innate  faculties  of  rational  religion,  and 
are  directed  by  best  cultivation  of  the  qualities  of  mind  to  mature  their  fruits  of  hap- 
piness. 

The  intercessor,  messiah,  or  vicegerent,  is  a  character  necessarily  mortal,  and  is  re- 
solved by  all  the  elements  of  creation  necessarily  to  the  ordinary  character  of  every  day 
life,  most  potent  in^^he  essential  position  of  individual  mind.  The  intercessor  then  be- 
comes a  preacher,  teacher,  or  expounder  of  peculiar  systems  that  he  pretends  to  discover, 
that  necessarily  must  be  essayed  on  their  intrinsic  merits,  and  assuredly  all  such  must 
be  condemned,  as  they  have  not  pure  principles  or  that  can  be  appropriated  as  his,  that 
he  can  never  originate,  for  such  principles  are  universal,  and  were  conservative  to  the 
ani^erse  before  his  creation,  only  requiring  mind's  analysis  and  appropriation  to  the  right 
pnrpose  of  rational  religion,  that  cannot  possibly  admit  of  any  power  less  than  God's 
and  his  unity  ;  all  else  is  necessarily  pagan,  of  which  messiahships  are  a  part. 

The  subsequent  action  of  messiahs  universally  proves  them  the  basest  impostors,  and 
declares  that  intercessors  were  perfectly  useless,  where  philosophical  science  was  estab- 
lished by  Deity  to  disclose  all  these  principles.  Undeveloped  mind  of  ancient  priestoc- 
racies  caused  all  the  error  for  an  ignorant  people. 

Having  no  claim  whatever  above  creation  with  communication  of  Deity,  the  whole 
power  of  intercession,  with  all  its  worldly  machinery  of  speculation,  is  flagitiously  frau- 
dulent, and  necessarily  surrenders  to  mind  that  asserts  its  own  birth-claims,  all  its  best 
rights,  titles  and  emoluments,  that  had  been  usurped  and  monopolized. 

The  false  position  of  intercession  can  never  be  available  one  iota,  but  produces  evil, 
as  it  detracts  every  moment  from  the  legitimate  proprietor  most  blasphemously. 

The  world  has  been  outrageously  imposed  upon  for  thousands  oi  years,  by  various 
editions  of  peculiar  faith,  and  worship,  and  messiahships,  all  to  create  pretended  divine 
rights  of  monarchs'  and  priests'  union  of  state  and  church,  all  of  whom  conspired  against 
the  liberties  of  the  people  as  long  as  tiiey  could  impose  on  mind,  that  can  put  an  end  to 
all  this  atrocious  and  abominable  fraud. 

The  value  of  mind  in  its  glorious  rectitude,  is  conspicuous  for  its  own  pre-eminent 
and  virtuous  independence.  Mind  commits  blasphemy  in  ascribing  as  tradition  the 
corrupt  policy  of  men  any  such  earthly  action  of  deity,  who  operates  through  principles, 
his  attributes,  that  gainsay  most  effectually  before  all  rational  tribunals,  all  traditions, 
and  messiahships  of  bibles. 

Faith  contradicts  reason,  all  sound,  honest,  common  and  proper  aense,  when  it  invokes 
any  aid,  for  a  being  eternal  and  almighty,  who  is  above  all  conception  of  aid,  and  equal 
to  all  demands  of  creation.  Any  other  position  is  most  impious,  and  impeaches  the 
supreme  as  destitute  necessarily  of  his  attributes,  and  reduces  him  below  the  standard 
of  omnipotence,  and  the  character  of  God  unworthy  of  mind. 

The  same  contradiction  applies  in  full  force  and  virtue,  to  any  permission  or  ioabiUty 
to  prevent  any  corruption  in  God's  immediate  presence,  of  any  worthy  or  holy  being 
ander  his  charge  at  that  or  any  future  time. 

Woist  of  all,  such  faith  renders  the  creator  imbecile,  his  supreme  attributes  and  func- 
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tions  worthless,  and  his  principles  most  refractory  and  disobedient  to  their  Creator! 
There  can  be  no  religion  but  what  is  rational,  tor  tliat  embraces  tlie  operations  of 
mind  in  good  faith,  that  necessarily  excludes  all  Messiabship. 

God^s  omnipotence  excludes  any  peculiarity  of  assistance,  for  his  imbecility  in  one 
iota  implies  a  universal  deficiency,  and  the  earthly  residence  of  any  being  necessarily 
confines  his  operations  peculiarily  to  earth,  and  excludes  them  universally,  and  vbUih- 
lishes  imbecility  for  both,  and  incapacity  to  preserve  the  universal  organization. 

If  the  residence  of  more  than  thirty  years  was  necessary  to  constitute  an  incipici.t 
Messiahship  in  one  sphere,  the  labors  of  such  an  intercessor  must  be  employtd  lur 
exhaustless  time,  granting  the  universe  to  be  exhaustless,  and  consequently  leave  nu 
time  for  enjoyment  of  the  bible  heaven.  The  center  of  the  universe  will  be  un;ij>- 
proached,  by  such  imbecile.  But  the  universe  gives  no  proof,  that  its  Almighty  crraiur 
is  inadequate  to  the  functions,  attributes  and  principles  of  its  government.  All  the 
assertions  of  the  priestocracy  to  the  contrary,  will  be  fruitless,  as  they  cannot  prove  uoy 
in  the  face  of  a  confronting  universe. 

No  messiahship  can  be  God^s  but  what  is  universal  to  time,  matter  and  mind,  that 
must  universally  and  clearly  to  its  full  satisfaction  recognise  it. 

No  mind  would  be  left  in  doubt  by  God,  when  needing  the  true  confidence  o[  faith, 
if  any  messiahship  had  been  intended  for  all  minds  capable  of  reason,  that  sees  Gods 
gifls  universal,  not  peculiar  in  any  respect  or  with  any  exception,  but  in  degree. 

The  construction  of  mind  causes  it  to  recognise  universal  truths  by  reason,  consi*- 
quently  as  well  any  true  knowledge  of  messiahship  ;  that  when  peculiar  faith  tradition 
is  merely  proposed,  the  proposition  involves  the  false  pretences  of  man  origioatiDg 
peculiarity  of  faith. 

The  peculiarity  of  aH  messiahships  in  portions  of  time,  space  and  mind,  universaUr 
will  condemn  them  forever,  as  unworthy  the  attention  and  respect  of  mind,  that  if  rational, 
must  be  certain,  that  their  necessity  is  perpetual  and  should  be  ever  present  in  ratio  to 
God*s  imbecility. 

All  tradition  by  bibles  presents  all  messiahships  confined  to  time,  space,  and  execatctl 
by  mortals,  that  universally  betray  themselves,  and  are  therefore  inadequate  for  any 
universal  mission. 

On  this  primary  and  only  rational  view,  where  are  the  messiahships'  benefits  to  the 
billions  of  created  minds  in  the  whole  world,  anterior  to  these  messiahships  for  thou- 
sands and  thousands  of  years,  cotemporaneous  with  them  in  the  largest  part  oC  the 
world,  or  space  which  they  never  even  visited,  much  less  converted,  embraced  or  saved, 
and  subsequent  to  them  in  all  time  and  space,  not  filled  from  the  necessary  defect  of 
their  character,  the  contempt  necessarily  arising  in  enlightened  mind,  in  respect  to  their 
intrinsic  mission  deemed  worthless  and  unnecessary,  that  usurps  God's  prerogatives,  and 
impiously  blasphemes  his  holy  attributes  of  omnipotence,  omniscience,  omnipre&eoce, 
purity  and  perfection ! 

Messiahships  were  originated  and  appropriated,  that  such  originators  might  get  the 
ascendency  and  the  peculiar  benefit,  as  being  the  peculiar  priests  of  this  peculiar  the 
only  saving  faith.  Their  oracle  was  the  greatest.  Who,  or  what  can  be  the  iuter- 
cesser,  messiah  or  vicegerent  1 

All  such  according  to  the  proper  meaning  of  language,  however  liberal  the  constnic- 
tion,  can  never  overcome  the  primary  and  paramount  difficulty  of  created  beings. 

All  created  beings  are  more  or  less  equal,  and  can  never  attain  to  more  than  a  certain 
dependent  relation  to  their  creator,  whose  omniscience  and  immutability  prevent  any 
messiahship ;  and  none  can  be  available  from  created  beings — all  persons  born  on  eartli 
are  createcf— God^s  function  is  creation,  not  procreation.  Surely  there  is  an  end  to  such 
idea  at  once.     Any  assumptions  of  messiahship,  imply  contradiction  and  imposition. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  procure  a  universal  and  primary  character,  short  of  the 
creator.     All  others  must  be  impotent  and  useless,  necessarily  counterfeit  and  spurious. 

No  tradition  or  history  can  be  correct  that  contradicts  the  light  of  mind,  that  is  always 
addretoed  through  reason.     What  good  will  partial  mortal  intercessors  avail  ? 

The  very  attempt  utterly  condemns  and  impeaches  all  engaged  as  principals,  belirvrrs, 
or  seconds,  of  vile  blasphemy,  and  themselves  most  needing  repentance  by  such  highest 
crime. 

Mind  needs  no  messiah  assertor  of  opinions,  but  God's  principles  themselves,  no 
deputy  but  the  principal,  no  creature  mortal,  but  the  immortal  creator,  and  above  all,  it 
needs  the  full  code  that  reason  gives. 

All  mankind  have  universally  and  fully,  a  conservative  influence  of  the  magnificent 
p>rinciples  of  the  Almighty,  that  will  surely  work  out  their  future  good,  if  their  cultiva- 
tion be  directed  aright  to  promote  an  enlightened  and  correct  conscience. 

Parents  do  their  whole  practicable  duty,  in  teaching  their  children  proper  principle 
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that  'Will  do  the  whole  good,  and  the  work  of  their  creator,  who  uses  universal  means. 
Such  position  prepares  best  for  accountability,  and  its  day  of  judgment  is  not  that 
deferred  last  great  day  ^%ith  the  wise  minds,  for  such  day  is  the  present,  now  and  for- 
ever, to  create  a  wiser  future. 

All  missions  from  God  are  to  and  through  mind,  the  only  avenue,  all  others  are  pre- 
tended, otherwise,  all  honorable  and  intelligent  cultivated  minds  must  become  indifferent 
instead  of  active,  in  a  fund  of  life,  interesting  to  all  if  properly  instituted. 

All  creation  is  the  Almighty's  by  the  best  of  all  rights,  the  right  of  his  own  genius ; 
and  the  creation  implies  constant  obligation  of  preservation. 

None  then  can  pretend  to  appropriate  it,  in  part  or  attributes.  If  so,  then  the  universe 
is  divided,  and  the  creator  is  imbecile  and  imperfect. 

The  universe  can  only  be  taken  by  tisurpation  or  monopoly,  and  the  invader  to  think 
uf  it.  the  most  that  could  be  done,  would  be  base  and  unworthy. 

The  universe  would  rebuke  the  blasphemous  wretch  from  its  presence.  If  deity 
yield  it,  he  yields  up  his  characteristic  as  God,  and  becomes  imbecile,  all  which  self- 
imjieachcs  the  mind  so  stupid  to  conceive  any  such  absurdity.  The  universe  in  its 
eternal  harmony,  rebukes  all  this  as  impious. 

All  look  upon  the  pretensions  of  a  private  soldier  to  command,  as  an  usurpation,  when 
a^ked  for  his  authority,  to  sneak  behind  the  pretences  of  faith,  which  means  you  must 
believe  implicitly  his  assertion,  or  as  an  absurdity  to  assume  mystery,  which  means  you 
ni'ist  not  ask  that  question  ! 

What  other  just  question  than  to  prove  his  authority  official,  can  all  wise  minds  ever 
ask  then,  as  they  all  are  equally  interested  and  have  the  right,  duty  and  highest  func- 
tional obligation  as  the  beneficiary,  if  benefit  accrue,  but  the  miserable  dupe  if  imposition 
and  fvAud  be  practiced. 

Shall  censure  arise  if  their  minds,  constituted  by  the  creator,  cannot  be  satisfied  with 
any  thing  less  than  his  unity  and  attributes,  and  are  they  to  be  silenced  by  the  impostor 
bibles  of  tradition  that  deceive  the  people  ? 

Surely  it  cannot  be  in  a  righteous  and  just  God's  character,  to  add  penalty  upon  his 
pure  and  upright  adherents  that  seek  to  be  consistent  with  most  conscientious  scruples, 
who  look  upon  him  exclusively  as  their  God,  because  he  is  the  creator  of  them  all,  for 
the  pretences  of  impostors  and  condemned  therefor,  not  for  the  demerits  of  the  persons. 
All  such  exposures  of  the  priesthood  should  be  made  rightly,  and  at  the  right  time  at 
once,  to  prevent  mind  from  being  unfortunately  kept  back  from  its  rightful  duty,  and 
the  right  employment  of  its  talents  and  man's  vital  time. 

Let  mind  be  spared  the  delusion  and  imposition  of  priestcraft  the  world  over,  under 
all  its  forms  and  machinations ! 

This  whole  subject  is  to  be  met  with  the  proper  spirit  and  candor  of  immortal  minds, 
who  should  investigate  all  the  facts  of  their  rights  and  existence,  not  with  subtle 
sophistry,  and  fanatical  bigotry. 

ile  who  skulks  this  vital  question  in  mock  dignity,  under  pretences  of  mystery  and 
of  peculiar  faith  not  to  be  reasoned  on,  but  to  be  blindly  admitted,  or  by  abuse  of  mono- 
theism, is  unworthy  the  gift  of  mind,  and  the  name  of  a  reasonable  being,  boasting  of 
tin*  frilt  of  an  immortal  or  rational  mind,  is  unworthy  of  the  countenance  of  a  man 
wiicisc  dignity  he  violates  ;  is  unworthy  the  respect  of  mind,  as  he  violates  all  its  best 
attributes. 

Convince  the  world  on  the  proper  bulwarks  of  tnith,  and  conquest  is  not  only  sure 
but  universal,  not  only  safe  but  triumphant,  not  alone  of  the  weak  for  popularity  of  the 
cause  advocated,  not  only  of  the  credulous  and  timid  worshippers  of  the  day,  but  of  the 
wise  and  sincere,  the  virtuous  and  trustworthy ;  men  of  mind  that  can  rightly  decide 
when  facts  are  presented  properly  to  them,  not  for  a  moment  or  day  of  gorgeous  mor- 
tal power,  but  for  mind  and  its  glorious  eternal  happiness. 

The  comprehension  of  the  creation  involves  absolutely  all  the  universe,  to  which 
alone  the  Creator  is  responsible,  and  competent  as  a  perfect  Creator,  an  idea  that  at 
once  excludes  any  other  character  of  any  world  that  is  so  small  a  part  of  that  universe, 
and  man  as  part  of  that  universe  can  only  resolve  his  safety  through  the  Creator,  who 
scans  and  preserves  all  as  they  merit.  In  this  afler  thought  of  messiahships  and  bibles 
of  tradition,  antagonistical  to  God's  attributes  of  Omniscience,  how  is  salvation  of 
the  immense  mass  of  human  beings  preceding  that  gospel  and  messiahship  to  be 
secured  ? 

How  is  that  of  all  absent  from  its  teaching,  past,  present,  and  future,  the  greatest 
majority  all  the  time  to  be  attained  ?  Do  you  answer  as  to  the  first  question,  that  the 
Jews  had  the  prophets  before  Christ  1  That  does  not  apply  even  to  them,  as  those 
prophets  were  false — unquestionably  perjured.  But  what  had  the  other  nations  of  tho 
world,  who  knew  not  the  Jews,  much  less  Judaism  ?    Did  the  Jews  dispense  the  proper 
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blessings  of  mind,  when  they  slaughtered  the  possessors  of*  the  soil  without  seeking  to 
convince  them  of  the  errors  of  their  peculiar  faith  1 

Were  these  nations  sensible  of  their  wrong  knowingly,  when  they  were  butchered  by 
their  savage  invaders  1  Was  that  religion  the  highest  duty  to  the  Creator  of  the  uni- 
verse, when  it  was  the  worst  of  its  reverses  ? 

All  these  questions  are  answered  at  once,  for  all  creation,  in  the  gospel  standard, 
libel  of  God! 

That  the  word  of  God,  that  libels  his  own  attributes,  that  divides  his  governmeot, 
and  divests  him  of  two-thirds  of  his  exclusive  Omnipotence  I 

Let  the  tyrant  botches  of  the  world,  look  at  their  own  picture. 

Can  any  good  citizen  estimate  the  character  of  an  intruder  into  his  rightful  and 
sacred  possessions,  no  matter  how  artfuUy  he  pVctends  to  proper  copartnersliip,  in  any 
other  light  but  a  base  enemy  1 

None  but  a  person  most  stupid  or  most  base,  can  otherwise  estimate  it. 

Of  all  the  opponents  of  God's  universe,  there  cannot  be  found  in  the  annals  of  time 
and  the  world,  a  creed  more  effectual  to  usurp  God^s  rights. 

Who  can  wonder  at  the  pernicious  results  to  mind  1 

Why  was  the  dramatized  Clirist  killed  ?  Humanly  speaking,  from  the  state  of  the 
times  that  created  intolerance  of  faith,  that  did  not  accord  with  the  interest  of  the  party 
in  power,  engendering,  as  always,  cruelty  and  barbarity,  these  assuming  superior  piety 
and  an  orthodox  faith,  avenged  the  blasphemy,  however  false  or  just  that  piety,  aini 
however  short  of  just  views  of  Deity,  as  Judaism  no  more  than  Christianity  is  rational 
religion. 

Did  Christ  know  the  character  of  Judas  ?  It  is  assumed  that  he  did.  If  Christ  as 
described  knew  the  character  of  Judas,  why  did  he  associate  and  suffer  his  disciples  to 
associate  with  such  a  degraded  being,  as  such  character  corrupts  morals  1  But  cTen 
this  important  view,  yields  to  one  paramount.  This  was  the  very  character  he  come 
to  save — the  chief  of  sinners,  but  he  utterly  failed  to  convert  him! 

This  one  point  effectually  destroys  his  pretensions  to  full  messiahship,  for  as  is 
asserted,  if  Christ  were  God,  and  all  things  are  possible  with  God,  he  would  have  saved 
him  surely  and  certainly.  But  then  it  is  replied,  that  it  was  necessary  that  Christ 
should  be  betrayed  and  killed — that  an  effusion  of  blood  should  take  place.  This  is 
worse  and  worse  quagmire  of  sophistry.  A  bloody  murder  had  to  ensue,  and  that 
foreordained,  proves  imbecility  arfd,  outrageous  crime  somewhere.  As  God  is  perfect, 
it  proves  it  with  man  surely.  As  it  denotes  blasphemy,  and  is  clear  that  it  cannot  be 
with  God,  it  must  be  with  anti-god.  But  the  elect  only  could  be  saved,  is  the  doctrine. 
That  proves  injustice,  as  God  is  just,  it  throws  it  back  on  man,  ignorant  man,  to  say 
the  least,  if  not  wicked.  If  the  bloody  murder  were  necessary,  tlien  Judas  is  neces- 
sarily absolved  from  responsibility,  for  he  is  not  a  free  but  a  forced  agent,  as  all  bible- 
monk-creations.  There  it  is  agam,  the  full  sophistry  of  the  priestocracy.  All  can  be 
viewed  in  no  other  light,  than  a  human  transaction,  that  human  as  it  is,  admits  predes- 
tination, no  self  agency,  and  excludes  mind's  responsibility,  the  greatest  demoralizatioQ 
subversive  of  society. 

Who  does  not  abhor  to  see  an  attempt  to  impose  on  the  minds  of  mankind 
and  defraud  them  of  their  faith,  in  way  most  horrible,  worse  than  their  treachery  of 
Judas  ? 

Liberal  toleration  of  mind  acquits  for  the  thousandth  time  the  good  meaning  of  all 
peculiar  faith  followers,  who  arc  good  in  despite  of,  not  by  them.  But  why  do  the 
good  of  all  such  refuse  the  true  rational  faith,  and  thereby  abjure  all  the  good,  and 
increase  beyond  appreciation  the  evil  1 

How  oflen,  times  without  number,  do  the  spiritualists  doubt,  demur  and  abjure  most 
conscientiously  the  faith  in  messiahships,  and  reject  all  such  as  impracticable,  because 
deceptive  ? 

But  who  ever  heard  of  a  pure  rational  reliffionist,  rejecting  a  deliberate  conviction  on 
this  subject  ?  Will  such  resign  his  God  ?  That  is  impossible.  Tlie  world  will  come 
to  this  fixed  fact. 

But  where  will  be  the  present  professors  before  God's  tribunal,  if  Christ  with  the 
other  messialis  and  prophets  of  the  world,  are  usurpers  and  impostors  ? 

God  requires  no  prime  minister.  He  acta  his  own  premier,  as  none  but  his  conser- 
vative principles  can  do  his  bidding  under  his  present  regime  and  organization. 

If  messiah-mongers  should  decree  a  different  one,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  their  god 
will  act  if  they  establish  it. 

Pull  down  the  gap  for  messiahs,  and  innumerable  hosts  will  enter  along  with  their 
prime  ministers,  the  whole  corrupt  family  of  paganism. 

Let  no  mortal  born  of  a  woman  be  worshipped  as  a  god,  being  necessarily  excluded 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


MESSIAHSHIPS  OR  VIOEQERENTSHIPS  OF  PAGANISM.  649 

by  reason  that  excludeo  atheism,  and  all  the  sophisticated  insidious  pretences  of  poly- 
theism. 

The  whole  plot  and  contrivance  about  God^s  viccgerentships,  are  absurd,  and  wind 
themselves  up  directly  by  their  imbecility,  if  not  previously  blown  up  fur  their  horrid 
and  vulgar  blasphemy. 

Those  who  are  concerned,  for  who  is  exempt,  should  recollect  the  impossibility  from 
tlie  nature  of  God's  creation,  for  any  creature  ever  usurping  or  monopolizing  God's 
mighty  attributes,  without  the  most  disastrous  consequences,  as  has  been  most  plainly 
proved  already  by  the  inextricable  difficulties  attendant  on  past  and  present  crimes,  and 
their  enormous  world  wide  penalties  ? 

The  ancients  attempted  it  in  their  myths,  but  wisely  saw  the  fact  under  the  fable  of 
Phaeton  driving  the  chariot  of  the  sun  and  setting  the  world  on  fire  ! 

What  better  evidence  do  we  want  that  nothing  but  true  faith,  and  its  happy  preroga- 
tives of  universal  peace  and  best  results,  can  stand  without  failure,  than  the  present 
order  of  things,  that  creates  a  wider  breach  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  Can 
anything  be  worse  than  messiahships  and  tiieir  engendered  peculiar  faiths  ?  What  world- 
evil  is  greater  1 

But  for  the  conservative  light  of  God-science,  mind  and  reason,  this  confusion  would 
be  worse  confounded. 

The  world  most  of  man's  age  has  had  the  unavailing  peculiar  faiths,  under  those  who 
assumed  to  wear  the  holy  mantle  of  God,  to  represent  him  as  vicegerents,  claiming 
extraordinary  powers  as  princes  of  peace,  yet  failing  necessarily  from  inherent  clement^ 
that  analysis  discloses  as  necessarily  defective,  no  matter  how  high  the  vice  function- 
aries of  even  absolutism  commanding  kings,  thrones  and  principalities.  There  is  a 
w^orld  fanaticism  in  all  this,  clearly  not  of  religion,  that  is  consecrated  by  principles 
above  despotism. 

The  god  of  all  such  is  made  a  murderer  by  bristling  bayonets,  but  such  is  not  the  tnie 
God,  who  needs  no  implements  of  warfare,  to  corrupt  and  murder  the  world's  citizens. 

The  faith  in  the  God  of  tlic  universe  rests  on  incontrovertible  grounds,  the  sublimest 
position  of  unity. 

All  faiths  in  messiahships  beg  the  question,  and  rest  on  not  only  ever  controvertible 
but  untenable  basis. 

False  pretences  and  sophistry  are  ever  abundantly  brought  forth,  that  the  people  are 
incompetent  for  life  rights  and  duty,  the  very  purpose  of  their  creation ! 

That  is,  if  analysis  speaks,  that  they  are  for  a  period  incompetent  to  counteract  the 
evil  designs  of  most  seeking  to  exhaust  the  people's  rights  and  treasures,  is  meant. 

A  new  science  has  arisen,  thanks  to  the  almighty  organizer  of  the  universe  and  mind, 
that  bestows  the  science  of  the  people's  protection  against  all  false  governments. 

We  wish  to  start  right,  and  hold  to  the  substantial  means,  and  surely  we  have  the 
best  earnest  in  the  author  of  our  existence.  We  have  no  other,  and  of  course  desire 
DO  pagan. 

The  conservation  of  the  universe  depends  on  principles ;  how  then  can  this  or  any 
other  sphere  be  benefited  by  any  messiahship  that  excludes  those  very  principles  ? 

This  position  is  contradictory  and  suicidal  to  its  ruin. 

Shall  the  very  author  of  self-preservation  of  the  universe  be  libeled  by  his  creature, 
man,  in  his  little  sphere  world,  in  his  little  bibles  ?     What  little  business  ! 

Mind,  thou  wast  not  present  in  thy  majestic  greatness  ;  reason,  thou  didst  not  preside 
at  the  sanction  of  credulity,  for  mind  and  reason  were  never,  when  allied,  rebels  to  their 
God,  much  less  libelers. 

The  author  of  the  self-preservation  of  the  universe,  need  a  messiah  for  one  little 
sphere  !    Then,  he  needed  a  guardian  for  himself  and  could  not  be  even  a  god. 

The  thought  is  so  very  small,  my  mind,  constituted  as  it  is,  cannot  grasp  it.  The 
very  exclusion  of  perfection  of  (xod,  annihilates  the  whole  perjury. 

God  could  not  delegate  any  of  his  attributes,  that  would  unavoidably  be  abused. 
What  could  messiahship  do  in  a  work  elaborated  by  a  perfect  God?  liet  wiseacres 
answer ;  for  wise  men  cannot  imagine  in  the  honesty  of  their  minds.  This  petty 
dwarfage  can  only  be  understood  by  pusillanimous  priestocracy. 

The  majority  of  the  wise  do  not  accept  any  messiahs,  whom  they  must  consider 
degraded  impostors,  without  the  least  respect  or  claim  of  respect  from  mind. 

Away,  then,  with  all  false  and  impious  doctrines,  that  enslave  and  demoralize  the 
mind. 

No  wise  rational  being  relies  on  botches,  when  he  can  secure  the  divine  architect, 
who  haa  presented  master-means  and  embellished  master-work  with  principles  well 
calculated  to  suit  all  natures,  to  rear  in  the  place  of  these  chaste  and  pore  fabrics,  dilap- 
idating stractnrea  made  by  mortal  hands. 
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The  genuine,  wliilst  they  rebuild  on  the  rubbish  of  desolation  that  pretending  work- 
men have  imposed  on  the  world,  repair  the  unnatural  wastes  of  howling  fanaticism,  for 
the  future  security  in  all  time  to  come. 

The  atonement  due  oh  perpetuation  of  this  blasphemy  of  the  assumption  of  God's 
attributes,  that  progresses  in  enormity  proportionate  to  the  lights  presented  tlie  mind, 
has  been  signally  executed  in  mo.st  of  the  cases. 

Will  a  wiser  posterity  observe  tlie  errors,  for  timely  correction  of  such  stupiJ 
wickedness  ? 

If  the  people  do  justice  to  themselves,  the  whole  will  cease  of  itself.  It  seems  they 
may  reform  in  other  matters,  but  in  this  that  calls  the  loudest  of  all. 

VVe  must  insist  that  time  was  unprofitably  filled  before  Christ's  mission,  and  that  it 
required  equally,  if  not  more  so,  the  same  benefit  of  correction  for  thousands  of  years, 
provided  that  any  benefit  could  be  thus  administered. 

But  no  sophistry  certainly  can  meet  this  question,  after  all  the  false  pretences  of 
Jesuits  of  mind. 

In  the  first  place,  an  omnipotent  God  is  impeached  for  his  imbecility  in  not  making 
the  nature  of  man  better,  if  we  can  believe  the  world  menders. 

In  the  second  place,  his  omniscience  and  fore-knowledge  are  impeached,  as  he  was 
not  perfect  in  world-making  and  mind-forming. 

But  unfortunately  these  botches,  like  weak  pagans,  hare  left  the  whole  period  of 
man,  from  the  first  creation,  to  Christ  unredeemed  and  uncorrected,  one  of  the  morf 
imperfect  of  systems. 

But  a  mighty  fiction  is  used  by  casuistry,  that  the  whole  is  embraced  from  the  foun- 
dation. If  that  be  the  case,  that  ought  to  have  sufficed.  In  the  hands  of  a  perfect 
God,  it  does  suflice,  and  none  but  blasphemous  characters  seek  to  arrest  it  out  of  his 
hands. 

At  best,  an  almighty  Creator  has  to  be  superseded  by  an  imbecile  creature. 

But  how  is  this  known?     By  peculiar  prophecy. 

Most  of  nations  know  nothing  of  these  peculiar  prophecies,  that  even  the  Jewish 
nation,  the  very  assumed  peculiar  nation,  cares  nothing  for  even  to  this  day,  and  there- 
fore kills,  it.  If  the  peculiar  nation  cares  nothing  for  the  prophecy,  what  ought  the  other 
nations  of  the  world  to  care,  after  others  had  so  much  peculiar  pretences  in  both  bibles^ 
"  These  twelve  Jesus  sent  forth  and  commanded  them,  saying,  go  not  into  the  way  of 
the  Gentiles,  and  into  any  city  of  the  Samaritans,  enter  ye  not : 

"  But  go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel." 

But  then  he  enlarged  the  sphere,  afterwards,  to  the  whole  world.  Surely  with  an 
after- thought,  that  kills  all. 

Many  has  been  the  nation  that  has  passed  over  the  scenes  of  life,  ignorant  and  bereft 
of  all  such  messialiships. 

So  much  for  man's  after  knowledge,  that  he  presumptuously  and  sillily  affects  to 
advance  by  the  side  of  God  ! 

What  imperfect  peculiar  pretence,  that  neither  commends  itself  by  time  nor  space. 

Itr  is  pretended  that  there  were  a  spot  in  Palestine,  and  a  time  less  than  half  a  century, 
where  and  when  flourished  all  the  wonder. 

Was  much  of  the  world,  even  at  that  time,  any  the  wiser,  or  benefited  thereby,  tlial 
world  then  needing  the  mighty  reformation,  if  ever  ?     Where  is  the  messiah  proof? 

Was  it  like  a  god  that  he  irradiated  the  whole  of  the  benighted  world,  that  absolutely 
needed  the  light  of  a  God  ? 

Was  God  unfit  for  his  universe  ?  \Miat  mortal  will  dare  assert  this  in  his  impious 
blasphemy  ? 

Man  is  simple  and  stupid  to  pretend  to  defeat  the  best  objects  of  creation  the  better- 
ing the  mind,  nay,  he  is  brutally  and  vulgarly  blasphemous. 

Of  all  characters,  then,  a  priest  that  is  necessarily  hypocritical  and  that  adds  to  his 
blasphemy,  the  capital  crime  of  victimizing  souls  to  his  ignominious  mind  botcher}',  w 
the  most  degraded. 

We  cannot  escape  the  consciousness  of  the  presence  of  God,  at  any  point  or  at  any 
moment.  He  fills  all  space,  which  excludes  all  messiahs.  Where  nature  is,  there  its 
God  presides.    Where,  then,  can  a  messiah  operate  1 

The  motion  of  our  sphere  is  our  time,  and  its  space  is  the  domain  of  natnre. 

Who  is  independent  enough  to  declare  that  on  the  opinions  of  others  that  tbey  could 
have  wished  to  believe  in  the  necessity  of  messiahs,  but  that  their  imposition  and  blas- 
phemy, on  their  own  candid  and  manly  investigation,  were  impassable  barriers  for 
honest  faith  ? 

That  they  sought  truly  the  substance,  and  not  the  shadow.  This  would  be  a  proper 
position. 
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Such  worthy  common  sense  citizens  would  deplore  that  so  many  preachers  wander 
in  their  sermons  from  the  true  suhjcct,  God,  and  such  strange  medleys  of  controversial 
arguments,  distinguished  by  mystified  meanings  of  words,  dependent  on  sectarian  inter- 
pretations, books,  and  dictionaries,  with  the  endless  divisions,  all  esteeming  themselves 
the  only  orthodox,  exacting  hate  in  place  of  love  and  pure  religion. 

And  how  many  lives  are  spent  in  vain  in  all  this  idle  metaphysics ! 

All  this  arises  from  want  of  analysis  in  the  use  of  principle.  God  acts  most  almighty 
with  principle. 

Without  it,  what  man  can  address  God  ?  This  relative  position  is  only  maintained 
by  tht«  sacred  communion. 

What  principle,  then,  is  there  in  the  usurpation  and  imposition  of  any  messiahs  ? 

No  messiah  can  affect  mind's  prerogatives  but  its  Creator,  who  gave  it  innate  facul- 
ties of  religion,  which  are  only  true  to  him,  recognising  no  other  whatever. 

Mind  that  performs  its  duty,  is  equal  to  any,  before  Him  who  is  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons, and  who  alone  bringeth  mind  to  himself — none  else  can. 

lie  is  a  monomaniac  to  think  that  any  other  power,  necessarily  mortal,  can,  and  none 
but  impostors  can  presume  to  think  so. 

Thus  good,  inappreciable,  has  the  Almighty,  as  a  master,  done  his  work,  that  in  the 
court  of  analysis,  all  such  imposition  can  be  easily  rejected,  as  the  delusion  of  mortals. 

God's  works  are  universal,  and  universally  applicable  to  mind,  and  utterly  preclude 
and  exclude  all  partial  agents,  such  as  messiahs,  as  mortal  pretenders. 

All  messiahs  must  know  what  mind  cannot  conceive  more,  that  is,  originate  new 
principles,  a  thing  impracticable,  and  never  yet  done,  or  to  be  silenced  forever,  before 
mind,  that  represents  God. 

All  systems  of  God's  principles  are  only  made  by  men,  graduated  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, intellectual,  moral,  &c.  Science  vindicates  God,  and  now  declares  all  such 
messiahs  known,  as  vile  impostors. 

Innumerable  systems  may  arise,  debased  by  idolatry  of  every  species,  as  every  pe- 
culiar faith  will  be,  but  they  all  will  come,  to  naught  before  God. 

Man,  his  creature,  is  excited  by  the  loftiest  aspirations  for  what  is  true,  as  all  truth 
is  the  true  friend  of  mind,  thereby  showing  what  God's  character  is. 

False  systems,  the  work  of  cormpt  minds,  involve  man  in  all  the  penalties  of  their 
iniquities,  requiring  force  and  power  as  checks  to  themselves. 

All  such  systems  beget  an  irritable,  morbid  state  of  feelinf  among  the*  citizens  of  the 
world,  that  caters  to  their  prejudices,  and  worst  state  of  bigotry,  incapable  of  social 
toleration,  much  less  union.  Surely  every  rational  mind  must  wish  to  see  religion  put 
upon  the  tme  basis. 

A  dead  God !     What  an  idea !     O  folly,  thy  climax  was  uttered  then. 

All  that  pretend  to  mediate  between  God  and  mind,  are  impostors,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  case. 

Analyze  it  with  all  the  intelligence  of  philosophy,  all  the  scrutiny  and  vigilance  of 
freedom,  and  all  stand  on  other  basis  than  God,  its  victims  in  the, dust,  and  their  souls  in 
penalty,  unless  by  the  mercy  of  God. 

All  minds  have  to  investigate,  and  see  to  all  this. 

The  worst  of  all  is,  that  in  the  midst  of  all  the  messiah  doctrines  offered  the  world, 
wherein  certain  damnation  and  destruction  are  preached  to  all  that  refuse  their  offered 
fiiith  and  grace,  still  belief  has  been  refused,  denied,  or  referred  to  a  time  that  never 
comes. 

Horrible  pictures  are  detailed  of  torments  of  mind  about  to  launch  into  eternity, 
under  conviction  of  their  sins,  and  destitution  of  repentance,  but  still  belief  could  not 
come. 

Wherever  such  gospel  of  m(?ssiahship  has  been  preached,  fears  the  most  dreadful  of 
superstition,  must  have  been  awakened,  and  every  feeling  aroused  on  this  subject,  that 
entered  into  the  very  essence  of  the  soul  and  mind,  to  thoMVorst  agonies  that  could  be 
elicited — ^still  that  belief  has  not  come.     Why  ia  this  1 

Is  God  the  giver  of  foith,  so  peculiar  that  it  must  be  agonized  for  in  such  difficulties, 
and  impracticable  even  at  that,  or  is  it  a  voluntary  act  of  mind,  in  its  own  ideas  1 

Where  the  Acuity  is  innate,  faith  easily  follows,  from  the  character  of  the  mind. 

Surely  something  is  wrong,  for  God's  handwriting  is  universal  gifU  to  all  the 
unirerae. 

Clear  as  his  is,  if  the  truth  be  not  obvious,  and  such  be  not  presented,  all  then  are 
spurious. 

Nerer  tell  a  rational  mind,  if  you  claim  to  be  honest,  of  a  faith  that  reason  cannot 
adopt,  and  that  philosophy,  that  is  the  plainest  of  reasons,  and  proper  sense  fortifying 
reason,  cannot  permit,  under  all  the  awful  thunderings  of  exaggerated  superstition. 
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What  one,  in  his  senses,  will  not  prefer,  always,  the  rational  account,  as  the  only 
true  one  ? 

Who  then,  in  his  senses,  that  is  conscientious,  in  this  age  will  dare  detract  from 
God^s  qualities,  and  aid  by  thought,  word,  or  deed,  in  the  usurpation  of  any  messiahl 

Who,  therefore,  will«aflect  to  make  or  govern  the  world,  better  than  God  himself? 

Yet  all  other  systems  but  that  of  monotheism,  that  essays  most  modestly  to  read  God 
as  he  is,  assume  God^s  functions ! 

Who  but  Almighty  God  has  instituted  principles  that  exclude  all  messiahs  as  degra- 
ded impostors,  as  those  principles  are  the  silent  but  effectual  agents  of  measures  and 
polity,  equitable  and  just  in  themselves,  evinced  by  universal  order  and  harmoay  ulti- 
mately ! 

Tell  us  where  religious  principles  do  not  exist  in  degree  throughout  the  universe,  and 
you  will  point  us  to  a  part  yet  to  be  created.  What  did  messiah-mongers  know  of  the 
conservative  principles  of  the  universe,  when  they  did  not  know  of  the  universe  1 

The  advance  of  the  proper  views  of  those  right  principles  has  not  been  before  mind, 
has  been  retarded  by  the  various  perversions,  for  temporal  not  spiritual  interests. 

It  is  not  so  much  superstition  as  corruption  and  intrigue. 

Mind  fails,  from  its  own  powers  not  being  brought  by  discipline  to  the  right  view, 
when  it  concludes  that  faith  should  be  peculiar,  and  contracted  to  roan*s  creeds  or 
opinions,  to  the  presumption  and  jurisdiction  of  mortals,  to  pretences  and  blasphemy, 
and  not  raised  to  the  proper  principles  of  God. 

If  liberalized,  it  will  read  the  noble  science  exactly  in  all  nature,  from  the  songs  of 
the  feathered  tribes,  the  gambols  and  maternal  affections  of  animals,  the  cheerful  action 
of  insects,  the  gladsome  and  refreshing  labor  of  the  husbandman,  to  that  of  the  braTe, 
dying  for  his  country's  honor  and  good,  and  be  ready  to  respond,  with  its  own  qualities, 
the  best  actions  of  mind,  as  durable  and  solid,  as  pulpit  or  pious  ardor  can  evolve  else- 
where. 

But  you  are  now  breathing  on  a  part  of  4he  universe ;  to  whom  are  you  indebted  but 
to  the  rational  Creator  thereof?  In  what  respect  are  you  indebted  for  this,  to  a  mfs- 
siah  ?  Did  that  messiah  create  you  or  mind  ?  No !  All  the  previous  messiahs  ai« 
dead — all  but  the  God  of  the  universe. 

What  does  death  imply  ?  The  immediate  change  or  dissolution.  The  mortality  of 
all  that  felt  it,  most  certainly. 

Does  death  decide  the  igortality  of  all  messiahs  ? 

It  cannot  decide  anything  else,  in  the  language  of  the  God  of  nature,  cause  umI 
effect. 

Which  is  to  be  believed,  death  or  the  bible  of  tradition,  that  makes  miracles  of  natu- 
ral phenomena,  and  attributes  their  cotemporaneous  action  to  a  peculiar  action,  contrary 
to  God^s  universal  purposes  ? 

Before  reason^s  tribunal,  of  course,  all  such  bibles  are  impeached,  as  untrue  and  in- 
competent to  give  testimony  worthy  of  credence  and  mind  ;  and  before  death's  tribunal, 
all  such  bibles  of  tradition  are  successfully  impeached,  for  they  libel  the  God  of  nature, 
as  imbecile,  the  very  moment  they  introduce  a  messiah. 

As  reason  impeaches  all  messiah  faith  and  all  peculiar  bibles,  the  peculiar  advocates 
of  priestocracy  are  for  excluding  reason,  thereby  impeaching  themselves. 

What  new  principles  did  messiahs  ever  originate,  to  prove  their  mission  that  of  a 
God?    None. 

Of  course,  messiahs  are  compelled  to  advance  original  principles,  if  they  come  to  aid 
an  imbecile  God,  and  as  they  can  bring  none,  they  are  all  self-impeached  as  blasphe- 
mous impostors,  As  they  are  only  equal  to  the  Supreme,  if  he  be  imbecile,  messiahs 
are  certainly.  If  he  be  not  imbecile,  as  the  God  of  the  universe  is  not  whom  iguorant 
priestocracies  do  not  know,  messiahship  is  foolish.        « 

But,  of  course,  as  messiahs  are  decided  by  death  to  be  created  beings,  bom  of  a  cre- 
ated being,  both  of  whom  physiology  decides  as  necessarily  mortal,  they  can  advance 
no  new  principles,  and  are  impeached  all  as  impostors. 

But  physiology  also  decides  that  the  natures  of  a  God  and  mortal  are  incompatible, 
and  are  separated  by  lines  of  demarkation  that  utterly  preclude  their  mixture. 

We  have  no  authentic  information  as  to  the  likeness  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  that  is 
one  of  his  own  secrets. 

But  as  to  the  effusion  of  blood  ?  What  else  could  ensue  ?  That  resulted  from  their 
own  mortal  veins,  when  they  died.  The  God  of  nature  could  not  have  died,  Uood  or 
no  blood. 

The  breath  of  the  messiahs  being  stopped  as  with  all  mortals,  decides  them  like  aD 
mortals. 

Mind  in  its  senses  can  make  no  other  correct  deciaion. 
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The  blood  of  man  has  no  more  to  do  with  man^s  salvation,  than  the  blood  of  animals, 
all  mere  superstition.  If  there  was  any  blood  shed,  it  was  a  foolish  murder.  The 
priestocracies  were  fools  any  way. 

Mind^s  salvation  depends  on  mind^s  purity  inspired  by  God,  not  on  the  bloody  worsliip 
of  the  priestocracy,  as  they,  impostor-like,  had  the  world  to  believe. 

Who,  in  his  conscience  enlightened  by  the  proper  lights  of  cultivated  mind,  looking 
at  the  facts  of  creation  as  made  plain  to  reason,  does  not  believe  that  the  Creator  has 
provided  all  the  means  intrinsic  in  the  minds  of  his  rational  creatures  adequate  for  con- 
servative actions?  But  perverted,  degraded  man,  has  excluded  his  fellow  man  by  the 
iniquitous  measures  of  messiahship. 

But  you  would  appeal  for  proof,  in  the  blood  of  martyrs. 

You  ask  is  there  nothing  due  to  the  blessed  blood  of  the  martyrs  ?  Who  were  they, 
of  what  country,  for  what  object  ?  They  are  those  who  claim  especially  as  being  sac- 
rificed by  the  world,  for  the  Christian  faith !  But  how  many  true  martyrs  have  tliat 
and  all  other  peculiar  faiths  made,  that  have  been  upheld  by  the  power  of  absolutism, 
by  sacrificing  the  world  to  its  proscriptions  ?  It  is  a  pity  that  paganism  has  made  so 
many. 

Martyrs  are  men,  and  women,  and  children,  as  well  as  those  who  bled  on  the  plains 
of  our  Union,  for  freedom  of  government,  civil  and  religious,  as  on  all  continents. 

Then  all  good  men  will  most  gratefully  honor  them,  in  their  most  honored  graves. 

Their  posterity  has  the  freedom  of  civilized  religious  principles,  that  they  cannot 
appreciate  too  highly. 

But  no  one  of  mind  can  subscribe  to  the  bigotry  of  sectarianism  merely,  that  has 
little  to  commend  itself. 

The  self-delusion  of  such  as  of  the  Juggernaut  victims,  sounds  as  the  history  of 
infatuation  to  the  grossest  idolatry  and  man-worship.     Are  fanatics  martyrs  ? 

They  died  the  fooPs  death,  and  got  their  reward  as  to  that. 

What  patriot  and  statesman  can  envy  them  ? 

All  other  martyrs  to  partial  and  sectarian  faith  may  have  been  more  elevated,  but 
more  or  less  bigots,  as  they  were  more  or  less  removed  from  pure  religion. 

They  all  died  as  to  religion  under  a  faith  as  bigots,  but  then  they  died  not  martyrs  for 
the  true  faith,  but  to  that  noble  innate  faculty  of  mind,  for  the  principle  of  universal 
freedom  of  mind. 

But  among  the  highest  of  all  known  to  us,  is  the  true  man,  Socrates,  that  shows  his 
character  and  mind. 

He  was  martyrized  for  rational  principles,  considering  the  state  of  the  times,  and 
that  by  bigots  and  an  accursed  priestocracy,  whose  envy  and  murder  were  for  their  base 
trade,  and  speculation  in  false  faith  and  gods.  This  is  the  only  kind  of  martyrdom  that 
lives. 

Rational  religionists  adore  nothing  but  God,  who  is  able  to  protect  all  rightly,  in 
peace  universal  and  good  will  to  all.  He  asks  for  no  sacrifice  of  blood  or  of  mind. 
There  can  be  no  martyrdom  in  all  this,  nor  never  can  be.  ^11  martyrdom  proves  con- 
clusively, the  most  opprobrious  reproaches  on  predominating  false  faiths. 

The  mind  disdains  all  martjrrdoms  but  that  for  true  principles,  as  for  rational  religion 
now,  and  repels  with  suitable  defiance,  all  pretences  to  claim  on  its  esteem ;  all  martyrs, 
patriarchs  and  prophets,  are  disguised  pricstocracies ;  so  are  messiahs  and  peculiar  god 
and  gods. 

The  elevated  position  of  the  people  of  this  union,  that  gives  the  blessings  of  civil 
and  religious  freedom,  furnishes  the  best  standard  for  estimating  the  innate  qualities  of 
messiahship  faith. 

Much  the  largest  majority  of  all  the  population  is  unconnected  to  any  church  faith. 

Now  the  impress  of  Deity  was  given  every  mind  at  its  creation,  rendering  it  capable 
of  religious  feelings  and  duty,  on  suitable  evolutions  of  mind's  elements,  the  fund  of  its 
capacious  action.  All  such  elements  otherwise  directed,  prove  God's  capital  mis- 
applied. 

The  subject  has  been  placed,  with  untiring  zeal  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  before  tlio 
American  people,  who  had  the  option  of  securing  their  choice. 

Constituted  as  the  mind  is  to  receive  such  as  reason  declares,  there  never  can  be  an 
honest  change  on  such  people^s  mind  but  by  the  true  faith,  rational  religion,  which  is 
monotheism. 

If  left  to  themselves,  th^  inherent  vice  of  faith-assimilation,  prevails,  subject  more 
or  less  to  error,  as  they  have  never  fully  analyzed  this  subject. 

liany  have  a  properly-balanced,  well-educated  and  disciplined  mind,  and  are  the  oma. 
ments  of  the  laiid,  living  and  dying  like  honest  people,  but  cannot  adopt  truth  in  the  * 
ongiml,  whilst  custom  and  fashion  are  so  powerful.    But  many  have  not  even  such 
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advantages  of  mind,  and  need  more  resources  of  education  than  it  was  their  portion  to 
receive. 

More  lights  of  the  genuine  character  are  due  the  world.  The  common  elements  of 
education  will  not  do  ;  the  vacuum  has  to  be  filled  from  the  purest  treasury. 

Millions  have  been  taught  the  faith  in  messiahs,  but  have  been  compelled,  by  con- 
science, to  defer  all  their  best,  only  affections,  to  the  one  God  exclusively,  from  tlicii 
mind's  exclusive  adoration  of  his  holy  attributes. 

Whose  business  is  it  that  more  should  be  believed  in  ? 

The  priests'  and  other  orders  of  absolutism  1 

Then  they  should  clear  the  world  of  conscience  difficulties,  and  extricate  themselTea 
from  the  hosts  of  objections,  that  are  an  eternal  barrier  Against  the  world's  convictioD. 
The  assaults  of  all  absolutism  only  bring  this  matter  to  the  fucus  of  the  sun's  light. 

All  the  knowing  advocates  of  messiahship  are  deep  buried  iii  the  stupidity  of  tlieir 
own  quagmires. 

God  had  fixed  all  this,  at  his  first  creation,  on  his  principles,  that  will  confute  tbem 
to  perfect  silence. 

Who  of  these  myrmidons  can  stand  before  his  own  self-creation,  that  they  have  so 
often  libeled  ? 

The  supreme,  who  does  this,  surely  and  certainly  can  never  need  the  puny  arm  of 
messiahs. 

The  conception  of  self-existence,  utterly  condemns  and  forever  precludes  the  idea  of 
messiahships. 

The  various  and  diversified  attributes  of  Deity  have  been  mistaken  and  perverted  into 
absurd  and  cruel  polytheism,  instead  of  the  efficient  simplicity  of  unity  in  the  Grea: 
First  Cause.  But  that  was  too  great  a  surrender  of  usurpation,  maintained  in  Bonif 
form  or  other,  thousands  of  years  by  the  priestocracy,  who  fathered  the  profits. 

The  polytheism  of  the  bible  number  is  cruel,  since  it  causes  the  spilling  of  man's 
blood,  instead  of  the  adoration  of  the  true  Messiah  that  cannot  die,  and  is  Uiercfore  i 
most  dangerous  faith,  anything  else  than  moral  and  safe  for  any  sphere. 

Its  absurdity  is  vindicated  in  the  punishment  of  the  blasphemy  of  traitors  to  God's 
rights. 

God's  hand  never  wrote  this  doctrine,  murderous  and  suicidal. 

It,  a  counterfeit,  shows  the  puny,  false  pretences,  self-impeached,  of  ignorant,  design- 
ing man. 

The  creation  of  vicegerents  implies  impiety  to  God,  obscurity  and  absurdity  in  the 
origination  of  the  idea  that  necessarily  detracts  from  God's  perfection. 

If  God  needed  a  mcssiah  in  this  part  and  time,  he  must  have  needed  him  in  all,  as 
incompetent  to  preserve  his  creation.  But  as  the  universe  -is  considered  exhaustless  as 
to  man,  that  messiah  would  be  all  his  time  to  eternity  acting  the  mediator,  and  thereby 
cut  himself  out  of  his  mediatorial  seat,  for  he  could  have  no  time  to  fill  it ;  moreover 
the  balance  of  the  universe  suffers  necessarily.     What  an  impracticable  botch ! 

Thus  this  position  cuts  the  doctrine  out  of  existence. 

But  if  God  needed  a  messiah  who  acted,  then  God's  imbecility  is  demonstrated,  and 
his  attributes  are  imperfect,  consequently  he  is  not  a  perfect  God.  All  this  proves  a 
God,  unknown  to  the  universe,  who  is  a  perfect  God. 

The  whole  only  proves  the  imbecility  of  the  minds  of  the  impostors  who  advanced 
this  doctrine. 

What  sane  mind  could  have  irreverence  enough  to  suppose,  God's  goodness  permitted 
him  to  unmake  his  heavenly  angels  and  create  hellish  devils? 

This  god  is  a  monstrous  fiction,  any  and  everything  with  the  blasphemous  priestocracy. 
Man's  own  perverted  acts  have  done  all  this,  as  much  as  practicable,  in  operating  on 
mind. 

The  highest  veneration  of  the  supreme  living  God,  is  the  original  position,  with  the 
purest  reverence  without  any  intermediate  object  to  usurp  his  exclusive  rights. 

God's  rights  can  never  be  usurped,  if  mind  do  its  duty.  It  is  mind  that  is  usurped  by 
the  priestocracy,  who  made  their  heaven  a  hell.  Free  agency  of  mind  then  absoluiely 
devolved  on  man,  and  excludes  all  messiahships  most  clearly. 

As  all  messiahs  must  be  on  their  circuit  to  other  spheres  of  the  exhaustless  universe. 
the  most  rational  conclusion  on  foolish  premises,  mind  must  look  out  for  itself,  and  look 
to  that  God,  that  can  by  his  exclusive  genius-right,  look  to  us. 

God  alone  is  enough  and  to  spare,  if  any  way  to  see  all  the  universe  at  all  times,  can 
estimate  all  actions  past  and  present,  and  provide  for  the  future. 

Now  the  omnipresence  of  Christ  was  wanting  most  conclusively,  to  fill  the  functions 
of  a  God,  proved  beyond  cavil,  by  his  timely  existence  on  this  the  only  sphere  of  morU» 
as  was  supposed  by  tlie  ignorant  ancients. 
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Those  on  earth,  who  pretend  to  any  character  above  mortals,  are  inferior  to  good 
souls.  • 

All  messiahs  then,  are  inferior  to  good  bouIs  and  can  have  no  mission  but  that  of  fraud. 

A  messiah  is  not  in  the  category  of  rational  religion,  that  mind  had  more  or  less  in 
degree  before  the  consciousness  of  existence,  as  a  creation  birth-right ;  what  then  can 
mind  need  of  that  which  is  not  only  useless,  but  in  the  way  ? 

But  not  being  able  to  meet  the  conclusive  argument  of  messiahship,  involving  after- 
knowledge  and  imperfection  of  God,  the  advocates  resort  to  an  absurd  fiction,  that  one 
of  the  messiahs  was  designed  from  the  foundation  to  be  slain !  This  scents  of  the  old 
blood  sacrifices  for  intellectual  mind  to  adopt,  and  its  clash  of  religious  principles 
renders  it  an  abortion  forever.  No  blood  sacrifice  of  one,  can  atone  for  guilt  of  another. 
That  cannot  by  any  analysis  of  mind,  be  reconciled  to  any  principles  of  justice.  Then 
tliere  ib  an  end  to  it. 

Now  it  was  only  little  more  than  eighteen  centuries  ago,  that  one  was  said  to  have 
been  crucified,  (that  was  the  Roman  punishment,)  and  if  that  crucifixion  was  fore-ordained, 
crime  had  to  be  committed  in  doing  what  is  assumed  a  sacred  thing,  and  God  is  lib^cd 
by  man  as  one  of  the  guilty  parties !  No  wonder,  when  abstract  .views  of  justice  in 
the  times  of  these  legends  were  very  corrupt.  Now  corrupt  priestocracy  had  the  fixing 
up  of  the  whole  affair.  The  reproach  of  guilt  adequately  recoils  on  these  stupid 
bunglers.  AH  persons  ought  to  decide  about  their  religious  positions  by  correct  ana- 
lysis, and  know  whether  they  adore  an  almighty  immortal,  or  worship  an  idol  nobody  : 
worse,  a  creature  of  fiction,  whose  creatures  impose  on  him  tyranny  of  superstition  and 
ty  thes  of  tyranny,  and  manufacture  for  him  future  views. 

It  mast  necessarily  'create  hypocrisy  of  the  worst  kind,  to  keep  up  the  miserable 
appearance  of  fictitious  personages.  All  intelligent  minds  must  appreciate  from  the 
time  of  proper  consciousness,  the  constant  protection  extending  from  his  creation,  of 
God's  inspiration,  that  is  all  sufficient  for  one  sphere,  and  all  the  universe  of  spheres. 
What  then  must  all  intelligent  men  think  of  the  system  of  intercessors,  to  go  between 
the  people  and  the  messiah,  who  is  between  priest  or  preacher  and  God  !  What  docu- 
ment does  God  give  us  of  messiahship  ?  None.  No  truthful,  honest  mind  can  see  the 
first  sign  in  the  universe,  where  God  keeps  all  his  records ;  that  there  is  a  false  record 
fabricated  by  corrupt  men.     What  proof  and  documents  does  man  give? 

Fortunately  for  mind,  a  position  tliat  proves  the  pre-eminence  of  a  God  of  the  universe 
over  the  little  gods  of  peculiar  faith,  man  only  gives  those  tliat  convict  all  concerned,  in 
the  deepest  imposition  on  others,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  of  the  deepest  delusion  on 
themselves. 

Man  can  not  mistake  or  overlook  if  he  will,  in  this  day  of  science,  and  this  land  of 
freedom,  his  position,  that  must  only  be  in  principle.  He  is  obliged  to  learn  of  tiie  uni- 
verse, that  knows  no  priestocracy. 

God  instituted  principles  of  the  most  exalted  character,  in  the  most  conservative 
manner,  involving  no  crime,  but  creating  perfect  precepts,  a  divine  system  of  the  loftiest 
morality  and  the  soundest  religion,  that  commends  itself  to  the  world  instead  of  adopt- 
ing the  fiction  of  redemption,  of  most  objectionable  features  and  frailties  of  man  stained 
by  bloodshed,  the  afiected  murder  on  the  cross  or  crucifixion  a  theatrical  plan  for  sym- 
pathy, an  iniquitous,  botch  as  a  foul  and  dark  spot  of  anxious  bidding  of  absolutism. 
This  is  no  new  trick  of  priestocracy. 

The  augurs  composed  part  of  the  government,  connected  to  state  superstition  at 
Rome.  So  did  the  ancient  Druids  of  llngland,  who  had  an  ecclesiastical  government 
over  several  other  countries  of  Europe. 

The  powers  of  priestocracy  were  ample,  and  their  pretences  as  false.  They  and  all 
their  tribe  of  any  pretensions,  along  with  their  foster  children,  whether  messiahs,  incar- 
nations, or  lamas  affected  miracles,  that  science  at  once  ever  condemns,  scouting  at  the 
faith  that  pretends  to  them,  for  the  foundation  rests  on  mortal  machinery,  concocted  by 
mortals  to  deceive  the  whole  world. 

Such  characters  are  anti-people  and  anti-god,  and  value  the  good  of  man  on  earth 
only  in  proportion  to  their  own  aidvanccment. 

The  main  points  of  imposition  are  forever  to  be  condemned  for  their  peculiarity, 
which  furnishes  the  best  proof  always  of  the  difference  between  God  and  man. 

God  is  universal  in  his  endowments  and  agencies,  and  if  an  exception  can  be  incon- 
testibly  furnished,  then  the  whole  question  is  yielded  at  once  and  forever. 

Man  is  always  peculiar,  proved  in  his  notions  about  bibles  of  tradition,  the  peculiarity 
of  which  is  exclusive  as  his  work. 

But  tell  us,  advocates  of  sophistry,  for  such  are  your  gods,  how  can  this  odious  pecu- 
liarity be  ever  remedied,  of  the  loss  of  billions  born  before  the  birth  of  any  such  being  1 
Of  the  loss  of  the  billions  during  his  age,  born  in  other  countries  that  should  have  gloried 
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in  the  reception  of  such  glories  and  indispensable  conservation  ;  and  of  the  biltions  since 
born,  to  whom  even  his  very  name  is  unknown,  and  that  portion,  the  majority  of  the 
world,  in  every  age  of  the  world  ?  Shame  upon  the  stupidity  of  this  false  system. 
But  they  all  were  saved  from  the  foundation  !  Then  why  the  necessity  of  any  mission, 
much  less  one  of  blood,  a  relation  too  to  God,  involving  God  ?  Yet  foundation  or  no 
foundation  safety,  no  tradition  of  bible  touches  mind  in  the  majority,  while  all  are  univer- 
sally touched  by  God  the  rightful  creator. 

His  master  hand  did  this,  in  the  silence  of  his  majestic  powers.  God^s  principles  are 
his  efficient  vindicators,  that  must  ajrouse  an  irresistible  reverence  for  deity,  that  cannot 
permit  any  such  encroachments  on  his  divine  and  holy  rights. 

What  a  libel  on  deity  have  the  pretenders  to  his  peculiar  bounty  propagated,  in  affec- 
ting to  excommunicate  their  fellow  men  from  the  universal  gifts  of  God  !  They  com- 
menced knaves,  and  ended  tyrants  and  despots.  When  rightly  established  there  sboald 
be  no  change,  but  now  we  see  constant  changes  in  process  in  regard  to  faith,  in  the 
various  sectarian  denominations,  clearly  proving  it  peculiar,  and  that  principles  are  not 
established. 

Yet  these  changes,  however  minor,  are  pretended  essential  in  place  of  revolution  (tax 
must  come,  to  uphold  the  fundamental  principles  of  rational  religion,  that  peculiar  faith 
awkwardly  imitates,  counterfeits  and  assimilates  to  maintain  her  foothold  with  mind. 

What  rational  mind  can  consent  to  the  preacher  or  priest  going  between  himself  and 
another  called  a  mediator,  and  that  one  to  go  between  the  priests  and  God  for  man! 

All  but  God  of  the  universe  arc  mere  men,  and  less,  affecting  all  this. 

And  cannot  the  Creator  have  his  own  rights  1 

Man  may  call  the  continent  of  America  after  an  impostor,  though  the  true  discoverer 
was  ignominiously  chained,  and  robbed  of  the  honor  of  even  the  name,  but  Almighty 
Providence  can  at  the  right  time  avow  himself  through  principles  over  the  absolutism, 
crime  and  folly  of  man. 

As  to  the  people^s  estimate  of  Deity,  all  their  talk  and  actions  to  uphold  the  false  pre- 
tences of  mcssiahship,  are  mere  specks  in  the  balance,  as  to  God's  works  that  are 
eternal  records  of  those  pure  in  intentions. 

Man  had  best  absolve  himself,  as  fast  as  practicable,  from  his  impiety  and  blasphemy, 
in  regard  to  God's  attributes. 

Rational  philosophers  can  well  appreciate  all  the  facility  of  crimes  that  result  on  such 
wrong  positions,  a  vitiated,  demoralized,  sophisticated,  peculiar  faith. 

The  facility  of  various  trangressions  follow  as  perjury  and  iniquity,  when  true  principle* 
are  not  the  supporters  of  faith. 

Let  a  person  s  faith  be  what  it  may,  but  do  not  let  it  be  a  source  t)f  speculation  for 
one,  and  injury  to  the  world's  citizens. 

Let  it  be  put  on  higher,  loftier,  and  holier  grounds,  and  that  none  mistake  the  meaning. 

It  does  matter  what  mind's  faith  is,  when  its  sectarianism  injures  or  corrupts  the 
world,  and  agitates  its  peace  to  the  deadliest  convulsions. 

How  can  this  be  prevented  1  By  legitimate  conservation.  By  reason  acting  on 
mind,  that  must  act  rationally  in  all  things,  thereby  securing  rational  religion. 

Who  can  say  that  any  Messiahs  can  be  without  sin  and  guile,  when  they  commit  by 
assumption  and  imposition  of  the  character  the  greatest  in  both  ? 

Take  all  the  Messiahs,  from  the  most  ancient  learned  to  the  most  truly  modem  pagan 
and  shrewd  Yankee,  who  manufactures  a  little  of  most  things  under  the  sun,  and  all 
their  doctrines  must  clash,  and  run  into  one  wild  chaos  of  absurdity  and  crime.  Neither 
the  Jew,  Arab,  Christian  nor  American,  can  agree  on  a  disagreeble  thing,  messiah- 
ship. 

Whether  the  priests  officiate  as  a  part  of  the  drama,  or  subsequent  doctrine  of  vice- 
gerentships.  shall  be  extended  through  a  host  of  apostles,  saints  and  martyrs  so  miscalled, 
aided  by  angels  and  spirits,  till  polytheism  arises  in  Sill  the  deformities  of  priestcraft  and 
policy  all  the  time,  in  its  wily,  but  low  and  trifling  plagiarisms  or  current  editions  from 
ancient  mythologies,  legends  and  fables,  woven  and  dove-tailed,  suited  to  all  ages  and 
nations,  engrafted  in  all  the  devices  of  cunning,  all  is  the  same  vitiated  pagan  worship 
before  a  perfect  God  of  all. 

The  pure  worship  then  is  not  in  blood,  or  burnt  or  money  offerings,  where  mind  is 
victimized  all  the  time,  but  as  the  happiest  result,  is  the  pure  adoration  of  mind  elevated 
to  God,  and  him  alone. 

The  offering  is  by  the  purest  light  of  mind  that  institutes  the  best  code  of  morals,  that 
indicate  their  tuition  by  the  best  preaching  to  mind,  to  arouse  to  man's  religious  doty 
adoration  of  God,  united  to  social,  moral  and  intellectual  relations  of  man. 

Other  than  this  doctrine  is  not  the  religion  that  blesses  the  people,  however  the  faith 
may  benefit  priests. 
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Who  has  greater  need  to  inrestigate  this  sublime  subject  than  the  people  who  have 
suffered  in  every  age  and  country  by  misgovemment  and  untrue  faith  ? 

The  necessity  for  religion  is  absolute  and  self-evident,  because  God  has  ordained  and 
iinpressed  it  in  the  mind  ;  but  then  it  should  be  the  purest  faith,  not  the  worst — a  peculiar 
&ith  or  system  of  vicegerentship  that  enslpes  the  human  mind.  Rational  education 
will  save  mind  from  peculiar  faith.  The  last  is  leagued  with  hierarchy  and  prie8UM> 
racy,  an  artful  government  from  the  chief  down  to  its  lowest  servant,  who  are  all  in 
collusion,  or  subjects  of  it  by  others. 

No  matter  what  the  chief  knows,  he  does  not  conceive  it  his  duty  to  hasten  the  ap- 
preciaiion  of  the  people,  who  may  know  or  not  that  all  government  should  be  on  its 
intrinsic  merits  and  inilnence. 

He  thwarts  the  best  government  if  it  thwarts  his  peculiar  faith,  that  he  and  his  clique, 
not  God,  substitute  for  3ie  people. 

No  matter  if  the  wisest  and  best  citizens  observe  that  such  a  state  of  usurpation  gives 
no  proper  protection,  radical  or  organic,  against  perjury,  idolatry,  fornication,  and  all  the 
worst  crimes  and  vices,  if  it  be  not  a  sound  body  politic,  with  wholesome  statement 
laws,  and  them  wisely  and  impartially  administered,  with  proper  penalties  enforced  for 
infractions,  that  is  not  his  business,  for  he  has  to  support  the  customs  of  ancient  ideas, 
however  obsolete  they  may  be.  He  goes  behind  a ,  thing  he  calls  bible,  the  monster  of 
despotism. 

The  most  high-minded  exertions  of  the  patriotic  citizens  are  outlawed  at  his  hands, 
and  their  property  confiscated,  if  they  oppose  this  complex  despotism. 

The  grand  defence  and  support  of  peculiar  faiths  are  the  mere  professions  of  them, 
aided  by  governments  of  states,  and  all  the  emoluments  that  affiliation  creates. 

Such  representatives  of  ancient  vassals  will  not  learn  that  none  will  do  it  properly, 
as  it  all  rests  on  a  false  position  which  is  indebted  to  absolutism  and  perpetual  sophistry. 

Let  a  wise  circumspection,  and  an  equity  with  consistent  laws  be  enforced,  as  no 
respecter  of  persons. 

The  world  can  depend  on  no  other.  The  temporal  must  be  separated  from  the  spir- 
itual, says  rational  religion,  else  the  speculation  is  clearly  naught  but  peculiar  faith,  a 
peculiar  corruption  of  government. 

What  shall  we  think  of  a  hierarchy,  however  high  the  authority  assumed,  as  the  pro- 
fessed recipients  of  the  keys  of  their  heaven  from  Saint  Peter,  when  bristling  bayonets 
are  used  to  reinstate  them,  at  the  expense  of  blood  of  thousands  of  their  brethren  in  the 
same  Messiah  Christ ! 

In  letting  open  the  door  to  messiahs,  they  make  a  whole  list.  First,  next  to  Christ 
is  the  worship  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  a  woman  who  had  borne  a  child  of  which  she  was 
pregnant  before  marriage. 

That  is  a  virgin  in  the  double  sense,  of  exquisitely  correct  language. 

The  saints  seem  about  superseding  the  messiah ! 

Has  its  messiahship  got  down  to  St.  Paul  with  the  Lord  that  may  aid  the  people  ? 

And  are  the  Holy  Virgin,  that  we  cannot  know  by  language  at  aill,  and  all  the  saints 
who  are  worshipped  to  aid  the  messiah,  to  aid  God  ?     Is  the  pagan  god  growing  less  ? 

Where  does  impiety  stop  ?    In  the  unintelligible  language  of  the  trinity  ? 

But  why  not  receive  a  messiah  ? 

We  cannot  possibly  know  him,  if  we  know  God  rightly. 

All  the  creeds  of  messiahs  discard  themselves  in  discarding  each  other  as  antagonist- 
ical  heresies. 

All  messiahships  are  pecular,  and  all  invalid. 

There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  messiah  before  God,  the  perfect  God  of  the  universe. 

There  can  be  no  God  from  the  nature  of  things,  if  there  be  a  messiah. 

All  pretences  about  it  degrade  instead  of  improve  the  world. 

The  world  is  misled  by  impulse  about  it. 

When  the  world  comes  to  pay  a  just  adoration  to  the  just  and  only  proprietor,  Deity, 
then  there  will  be  no  cheating  the  Creator,  and  less  fraud  in  man. 

At  present  Deity  is  awfully  cheated  under  horrid  sophistry.  How  can  the  priestoc- 
racy  be  honest  or  truthful  1 

Put  all  on  a  right  foundation,  and  then  man  will  wrong  his  fellow-citizens  of  the 
world  less,  if  just  to  God.  The  greater  necessity  is  created  by  the  bibles  to  correct  its 
evils. 

Half  the  world  requires  laws  to  keep  it  in  subjection,  under  the  present  regime  of 
social  institutions. 

The  worst  state  is  to  permit  pretences  to  lord  it  with  such  effect. 

It  is  bad  enough  to  permit  wealth  and  power  to  insult  with  impunity,  and  continae  the 
world's  wrongs. 
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No  doubt  honesty  is  the  best  mediator  and  intercessor,  as  Deity  mast  affirm  to  the 
vindication  of  his  own  established  principles,  by  immutable  truth. 

All  this  conservative  position  excludes  all  messiahships,  for  honesty  of  faith  i»  the 
honesty  of  truth. 

The  adherents  of  peculiar  sects  hate  each  other  with  a  bitter  hate,  and  contend  se- 
verely with  each  other,  all  needing  the  proper  characteristics  of  proper  religion,  cie<]ence 
in  one  ever  living  God,  and  the  practice  of  his  invaluable  precepts,  as  taught  by  his 
attributes. 

Sectarians  worship  mortals  miscalled  gods,  or  those  of  equivalent  character  >?hea 
alive. 

By  the  very  brightest  gifts  of  God,  in  all  ages,  most  of  the  world  dies  without  being 
disturbed  by  a  messiah  belief,  whether  of  Christ,  Mahomet,  the  Smiths,  or  JaggernauU 

All  these  messiahs  will  most  speedily  die  out  in  the  light  of  mind,  as  the  exploded 
doctrines,  once  the  light  of  a  part  of  the  world,  about  the  numerous  mythological  deities. 

The  relics  of  the  saints,  the  tunics,  bones,  blood  and  wafers,  along  w^ith  mothers, 
child,  and  saints,  must  always  perish  before  that  light. 

The  sooner  mind  discards  all  that  trash,  mummery,  and  adopt  the  adoration  of  Deity, 
more  than  soul  of  the  universe,  the  author  of  principles,  the  better. 

Let  this  age  reject  all  errors  of  past  ages,  seek  God,  avoid  base  actions,  assert  the 
manly  and  noble  independence  of  freedom,  and  rise  superior  to  all  the  little  local  clique* 
of  peculiar  faith,  church  intrigues,  and  petty  ambition. 

How  is  it  that  the  people  are  not  fed  by  officiating  priests  ? 

We  must  analyze  language,  and  never  permit  it  to  be  sophisticated  in  all  this  matter. 

Where  are  the  signs  Wisely  promised  the  apostles  ?  Christ  was  a  false  prophet.  All 
prophets  are  false  ;  their  advocates  also. 

We  have  no  proof  of  any  divinity,  but  God's. 

Men  may  affect  to  testify  ;  but  what  can  ignorant  men  do,  who  are  -to  be  testified  of 
themselves,  wanting  character,  as  proved  by  that  very  testimony  that  introduces  them, 
against  God-documents  written  in  the  universe  ? 

Did  these  stupid  boobies  ever  think  of  all  this  ? 

Who  testify  of  these  men,  ruined  in  character  by  their  testimony  1  Who  will  endorse, 
who  will  uphold  their  awful  perjuries  ?  The  priestocracy  made  cJl  these  men  of  straw, 
and  are  self-condemned,  though  advocates  falsify  their  word  to  protect  them. 

Take  care  you  do  not  conmiit  perjuries,  that  never  can  be  cancelled  in  your  heaven's 
chancery,  and  will  bear  witness  against  you,  forgetting  God  and  his  attributes.  That 
is  the  main  and  essential  question. 

Why  permit  nine-tenths  of  the  billion  of  unbelievers  to  be  sacrificed  every  age,  when 
God  is  omnipotent  ? 

Everything  is  possible,  with  an  omnipotent  Almighty,  is  it  1  If  it  were,  he  coold 
not  be  an  omnipotent  long.     All  folly  of  man  is  inconsistent  with  God's  character. 

The  omnipotent  needs  no  aid  in  his  universe,  most  evidently  of  his  creatures;  but 
they  all  need  aid  of  him,  to  read  correctly  his  works. 

What  could  they  do  for  him,  with  all  their  messiahs — what  for  themselves  1 

The  Roman  cross,  Mahomedan  poison,  and  American  fire-arms  have  told  for  three,  if 
not  more. 

Nature's  works  prove  a  God,  from  the  universe  down  to  the  first  germination  of  vege- 
tation, through  all  the  microscopic  world,  a  principal  supreme,  not  secondary,  who  never 
yet  has  instituted  innate  faculties,  and,  as  a  conclusive  proof,  had  to  adopt  the  principles 
of  the  Creator. 

Mesaiahship  is  not  only  of  minor,  but  of  no  importance.  It  is  the  false  conception  of 
addled  brains.  All  its  niinisters  are  imbecile,  from  their  ignorance  of  primary  princi- 
ples, and  must  be  arrant  impostors,  proved  by  their  blasphemy. 

The  saintship,  that  is  part  of  its  machinery,  is  degenerate  too,  degrading  all  peculiar 
faith  people  by  its  sophistry,  that  pervades  the  world.  , 

Some  minds  are  so  constituted  that  they  cannot  analyze,  but  believe  as  their  interest, 
or  that  of  others  direct,  or  as  they  are  told. 

All  such  are  obliged  to  see  that,  if  the  messiah  was  a  right  principle,  tliat  there  codd 
only  be  one  faith,  that  is  certain.     Sectarianism,  or  its  hateful  and  hostile  feelings  aod 
passions  arising  under  messiahs,  have  nothing  to  do  with  religion. 
.     All  such  is  not  religion ;  if  it  be,  it  is  humbuggery,  nevertheless.  . 

Rational  religion  participates  in  love,  universal  as  far  as  practicable,  exempt  from  all 
sectarianism.  . 

It  would  take  more  than  a  universe  of  peculiar  godheads,  trinities,  and  messiahs,  vi^h 
all  their  peculiar  virgins  and  saints,  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries,  to  begin  to  ap- 
proach, much  less  equal,  the  God  of  the  universe,  whom  all  peculiar  faith*adT0catc8 
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never  have  kaown  at  all.  Their  doctrinea  and  worship  so  pecaliar,  prove  all  this  con* 
dusively.    They  all  constitute  the  lowest  cabinet  of  creation. 

Sat  some  may  affect  that  it  does  no  good  to  pay  exclusive  reverence  to  God ! 

What  can  we  do,  if  we  relax  our  highest  reverence  to  God  ?  We  diminish  so  much 
of  God's  rights,  and  that  too  in  the  face  of  God's  works,  for  we  can  certainly  discover 
Ood  from  his  works,  but  no  messiah  at  all ;  just  the  reverse. 

Are  we  to  believe  them  God's  works,  or  man's  books  that  cannot  reflect  them  in  por- 
tra.itiire  ? 

No  messiah  can  start  any  nev  principles ;  then  he  is  impostor,  and  can  only  file  iota 
the  rmnks  of  mortals. 

What  mind,  in  millions,  ever  fully  analyzed  this  subject  ? 

The  anxious  inquirer  is  told  by  the  **  divine  minister,"  who  says  the  truth,  of  course, 
OS  divine,  that  he  has  religion. 

lie  is  told  to  believe  in  the  messiah,  and  is  baptized. 

Did  he  ever  investigate  this  subject,  with  learning  and  wisdom  enough  to  do  so  ? 

After  he  is  initiated,  he  is  affiliated  by  pride  of  consistency  that  will  rarely  permit 
change,  unless  by  errors  of  habits. 

Any  monopoly  or  usurpation  raised  by  messiahship,  cause  confusion  and  strife^ 
sophistry  with  tyranny,  perjury  with  disgrace  to  all.  a  defeat  in  misery  and  infamy. 

A  messiah  must  be  a  creator,  else  he  is  necessarily  an  impostor. 

Priestcrail  and  humbuggery  pretend  that  the  messiah  aids  the  spirit  of  God  to  man's 
vpirit,  and  man's  spirit  to  God ;  but  all  such  position  is  pre*occupied  by  an  Almighty 
a.nd  his  vicegerents^  the  consummation  of  principles. 

The  spirit  of  man  is  rightly  directed  by  a  right  education,  and  the  result  is  rational 
religion,  that  a  messiah  knows  nothing  of. 

If  Che  messiah  is  mightier,  then  he  is  the  God  supreme. 

But  the  Creator,  not  the  messiah,  is  Almighty,  and  that  language  doubly  excludes 
the  messiah. 

A  messiah  cannot  be  almighty,  nor  creator ;  consequently  he  cannot  be  more  than  a 
creature.     This  is  the  inevitable,  right,  and  absolute  conclusion. 

Principles  alone  can  best  govern  the  world,  in  mass  or  in  particulars.  An  ignorant 
community  speaks  of  messiahs !    What  is  a  universe  full  of  them,  worth  ? 

We  need  no  messiahs,  bnt  faithfulness  and  truth,  to  carry  out  the  honest  convictionil 
of  mind. 

We  need  no  mysteries  and  enigmas  in  God's  word,  as  his  works  from  day  to  day 
Tnost  plainly  tell. 

All  systems  tell  for  themselves. 

Had  Christ,  and  all  other  messiahs  so-called,  been  humble  disciples  of  Almighty  God, 
in  the  ways  of  purity  and  principles,  they  could  not  have  needed  body-guards,  that  b«n 
trayed  themselves  by  falsehood,  treachery,  and  desertion. 

God*8  unity  outweighs  all  the  jarring.,  nonsensical  trinities,  that  hnmble  mortals  laugh 
to  scorn,  while  they  revere  God's  unity,  and  solemnly  reverence  his  exclusive  attri* 
butes.  God's  wise  conservative  principles  declare  his  Godhead  by  no  messenger  but 
mind  the  beneficiary,  by  no  interpreter  but  reason,  while  the  Messiah's  pretences  jar 
by  sectarianism,  become  as  bad  as  Judaism. 

What  but  truth,  can  we  substitute  for  all  such  ! 

As  the  Messiah's  all  peculiar  faith  is  anta^nistical  to  rational  religion,  all  such  is 
the  substitute,  and  we  must  exclude  it  certamly  as  hostile  to  mind's  best  interest  and 
happiness. 

What  absurdity  is  it  to  pray  to  God,  to  give  us  ability  to  pray!  How  can  wa 
implore  Mary  after  God,  to  supplicate  Christ,  no  matter  the  priest's  authority  ?  How 
could  any  sound  mind  ask  of  any  earthly  authority  plenary  indulgence  for  all  sins, 
whether  royal  families  are  the  recipients  and  popes  the  givers? 

All  snch  pretences  come  under  the  errors  and  vices  of  man's  opinions  and  blas- 
phemous superstition. 

There  is  but  one  God ;  all  else  are  blasphemous  impostors. 

As  the  majority  of  minds  from  their  constitutional  organixation  in  every  age  precludes 
entirely  their  adoption  of  any  Messiahs,  can  any  better  proof  be  exhibited  of  their 
total  imposition  on  and  attempted  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  Creator  and  ruler  of 
mind? 

An  enlightened  age  must  prostrate  this  base  substitnte  of  hypocritical  pretences^ 
and  will  ofier  up  its  purer  suloration  in  sincere  faith  to  God  alone  the  logitimats 
claimant. 

As  to  Messiahship,  would  not  the  mere  offer  for  sacrifice  made  in  good  faith  have  been 
more  worthy  of  all  the  parties,  than  the  efiusion  of  blood  analogous  to  -Isaac's  case  ? 
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Should  it  hare  been  the  very  cause  of  Christ's  condemnation  and  penalty,  i£  pare 
and  free  from  high  treason  against  the  supremacy  and  majesty  of  the  Almighty  ? 

All  such  is  absurd  and  suicidal,  seeing  that  the  will  for  the  deed  was  effieient  in 
Abraham.  Here  is  an  inconsistency  that  destroys  the  validity  of  both,  as  man^s  device. 
No  effusion  of  blood  can  be  necessary  before  the  God  of  the  universe ;  neither 
form  or  rite,  but  a  pure  mind  and  conscience  unsullied  by  bbod  or  any  crime  during 
Ufe. 

The  sacrifice  of  sins  and  adoption  of  virtues,  are  what  the  Supreme  requires  of 
ZDind.  • 

Mind  has  no  blood  to  yield.  What  has  mind  to  do  with  effusion  of  blood  ?  Correct 
analysis  yields  no  blood.  What  can  Messiah-mongers  find  to  do  in  God's  universe, 
what  God  had  not  already  done  in  the  best  style  ?  What  else  can  they  do,  but  skulk 
out  of  their  position  in  which  they  will  but  show  their  low  character  for  deception  and 
pretences  ? 

Now,  neither  language  that  is  the  sign  of  our  ideaSf  nor  mathematics  that  truly 
defines  precision  of  numbers,  can  be  modified  to  express  that  trinity  is  unity.  Both 
are  immutable,  and  truthful  minds  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  these  facts,  or  be 
accounted  dishonest  and  held  as  propagators  of  gospel  falselMods,  worse  peijuriea. 
Which  is  the  greatest  foolbardiness ;  to  commit  murder  to  reach  purity  of  mind,  or  per- 
jury to  sustain  the  scriptures  ?  Can  the  stupes  get  out  of  their  lowest  depths  of  ini> 
quity?  If  we  were  to  be  benefited,  especially  by  any  direct  mission  or  Messiabship, 
it  would  be  universal  if  God  had  caused  it,  and  it  would  be  written  by  universal  beams 
of  light,  otherwise  it  will  be  peculiar,  partial,  and  confined  to  man's  circle  and  inva- 
lidi^. 

That  benefit  could  not  be  deferred  to  the  last  dying  hour  to  convince  the  skeptic,  bat 
all  would  profit  by  clear  and  unmistakable  light.  The  world  needed  the  effulgence  of 
rational  mind,  not  the  effusion  of  blood  that  degraded  it  still  more  in  iniquity.  The 
God  of  the  universe  has  no  vicegerents,  as  he  needs  none,  and  as  God  can  have  none, 
man's  efforts  vitiate  the  whole  character,  morally  and  physically.  God's  power  is 
sufficient  for  the  functions  of  his  universe.  The  stupidity  of  tlie  priestocracy,  pre- 
vented vision.  Man  must  claim  the  discovery  of  another  universe  ere  he  institutes 
another  kind  of  government  alien  to  the  umty  of  God.  All  the  universe  can  b# 
reconciled  in  opinion  and  practice,  in  reverence  and  adoration  to  him. 

All  mankind  can  agree  on  his  worthiness,  and  none  can  fall  out  of  unity. 

But  the  vicegerents  cannot  govern  one  church,  much  less  one  village,  one  country, 
least  of  all  a  world  in  unity,  tliat  does  not  belong  to  them  at  all. 

All  they  offer  the  world,  are  doctrines  and  works  of  man. 

If  the  Messiahs  are  wrong,  all  their  followers  can  never  get  right.  No  Measiahship 
can  cover  the  ground  then. 

The  Almighty  Creator  is  to  be  excluded  by  vicegerents,  or  he  is  to  be  made  a 
trinity,  denti-god,  and  this  uncreates  the  universe  that  absolutely  required  the  Creator, 
whose  highest  characteristic  is  unity. 

Mind  is  to  be  degraded  for  feudal  tradition  and  fable. 

Reason  is  to  be  victimized  for  reckless  peculiap  faith. 

Truth  is  to  be  annihilated  for  sophistry. 

What  was  the  atonement  of  blood  worth  1 

All  that  ever  was  shed  on  earth  on  the  altars  by  priests,  was  not  only  inefficacious, 
but  entirely  useless  in  purification  of  sins  of  all  calibres. 

The  intention  of  an  upright  mind  is  seen  in  wise  actions  to  benefit  the  world,  not  to 
be  hombugged  out  of  its  rights. 

How  many  countless  defects  are  then  in  any  vicegerentships.  All  such  are  super-* 
stitions,  that  show  their  counterfeit  character  by  their  peculiar  inability  to  save  unirer- 
sally.  The  most  of  all  such  is  the  burden  of  ancient  history  and  mythology,  abounding 
in  errors,  resting  in  fabulous  traditions  and  senseless  views  of  natural  phenomena,  con- 
sidered miracles,  before  the  mind  was  disciplined,  much  less  schooled  in  science. 

No  wonder  that  the  advocates  of  revelation  of  the  bible  retire  in  dismay  at  the  very 
name  of  science  and  philosophy. 

Any  vicegerentship  makes  God  imperfect,  imbecile,  and  unworthy  of  his.position 
as  Creator,  much  less  of  preserver  of  his  universe. 

Now  as  preserver  of  the  universe,  much  more  trustworthy  if  possible  is  he  of  this 
globe. 

So  far  is  the  bible  a  revelation,  that  is  a  felonious  compound  of  errors. 

Any  mind  that  does  not  assent  to  this,  is  unsound  certainly.  Then  if  there  were  any 
necessity  for  Messiahship  on  this  earth,  ap  much  was  there  for  the  whole  universe, 
which  is  as  great  an  absurdity.    Any  identity  is  universally  functional.     None  then 
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cui  perform  the  functions  of  a  creator  but  the  God  of  Nature,  who  rules  out  all  impos- 
tors. All  the  sermons  due  to  Ticegerentships,  must  be  blasphemous  or  sophisticated. 
Show  us  one,  otherwise  than  a  perjury.  How  much  suicidal  contradiction  is  involved 
in  the  creeds  that  emanate  from  vicegerentships ! 

It  is  time  that  a  dreaming  world  should  awake  from  this  stupid  reverie. 

One  telb  us  that  mind^s  exertions  are  nothing,  and  that  it  must  put  its  trust  in  a 
Messiah.  Yet  if  all  things  are  not  prosperous,  if  large  accessions  of  numbers  are  not 
made  to  churches,  the  poor  sinner  is  then  to  be  shaken  over  the  burning  lake  for  want 
of  personal  exertions,  as  if  they  were  not  made  ineffectually  when  faith  could  not  be 
snchored  in  any  thing  short  of  Grod  alone.  Mind  must  inquire  and  investigate  in  full, 
and  seek  invariably  to  be  equal  to  the  upward  tendency  of  things,  and  not  resort  to 
obsolete  ideas  of  effete  peculiar  faith,  any  faithless  pretence. 

What  rational  being  would  talk  to  freemen  of  proxy,  when  it  is  contemptible,  vile, 
and  detestable?  God  and  his  conservative  principles  are  what  mind  has  to  learn, 
having  nothing  to  do  with  vicegerentship.  It  shows  unprincipled  corruption  to  impose 
them  on  the  world.  * 

Mind  must  not  ignorantly  pervert,  nor  capriciously  impair  God's  principles. 

Who  so  interrupts  popular  intelligence  interdicts  popular  safety. 

But  all  Messiahships  have  left  the  world  in  worse  difficulties  and  confusion,  distress 
and  derangement,  than  where  they  found  it. 

What  vast  sources  of  abuses,  horrid  and  abundant,  ilow  in  upon  mortals  through  all 
such  avenues.  So  far  from  the  Creator  sending  ageneies,  his  scheme  of  creation  can- 
not admit  of  or  tolerate  any  such.  His  conservative  principles  are  effectual,  in  the 
physical  and  mental  world.  All  the  defect  is  in  the  preacher's  mind  ;  he  has  certainly 
mistaken  his  calling ;  mannal  labor  suited  him  best. 

Who  can  suppose  enough  angels  and  messiahs,  all  creatures,  to  prop  up  one  world, 
as  this,  to  keep  this  solar  system  in  its  philosophical  eqnilibrium,  motions  and  functions, 
and  yet  this  absurdity  prevails  no  less  in  the  moral  than  in  the  physical  world. 

It  is  aH  the  little  work  of  little  men,  who  undertook,  in  their  cunning  and  devices,  to 
characterize  omnipotence,  at  the  same  time  the  greatest  libel  on  his  eliaracter,  and  the 
displa^f  of  their  own  monomania.     No  bigot's  mind  is  sound. 

Rational  mind  must  look  to  the  future  state  of  soul,  to  ever  appreciate  its  Almighty's 
perfection,  as  great  in  the  microscopic  as  the  telescopic  worlds ;  his  systems  so  well 
balanced  that  they  may  revolve  about  Him,  their  mighty  ruler,  equihbrium,  centre,  in 
exhaustless  concentric  circles,  displaying  the  unit  standard  of  the  nniverse. 

But  this  God,  whom  man  cannot  begin  to  appreciate,  saw  man's  weakness,  and  dis- 
played his  attributes  through  a  raessiah ;  which  doctrine  indirectly  pays  a  higher  com- 
pliment to  the  power  of  the  Creator  of  a  messiah,  as  God's  absolute  coirtrol  is  forever 
implied. 

But  what  messiah — as  several  have  been  before  the  world,  that  has  seen  so  many  pe- 
culiar faiths  ? 

The  Mahometans  tell  of  a  different  prophet  from  that  of  the  other  pagans. 

Wily  and  cunning  was  the  trick,  to  appropriate  and  monopolize  God's  spirit  by  any 
exclusive  faith,  that  there  was  but  one  Holy  Ghost  and  one  Son,  and  that  all  the  world 
must  look  to  them,  through  the  priest's  bibles  and  only  ways,  not  by  God's  ways,  to 
mind's  rights. 

Of  what  value  is  true  analysis !  How  difficult  to  attain  in  this  mixed  worid,  where 
ignorance  of  the  majority  abides,  and  the  deceits  of  the  minority  is  to  regulate  and  rule 
it.  The  worid  is  taken  by  appearances,  as  some  once  imagined  the  sun  to  rise  and 
move  round  the  earth,  and  fool  sycophants  of  an  exploded  bible  bullied  the  world  to 
maintain  it. 

Look  at  the  deeds  and  end  of  beings  claiming  messiahship,  though  moitals.  They  all 
lived  and  died,  nothing  but  mortals. 

All  such  agencies  are  useless,  forever  before  God,  whose  omniscience  establishes  his 
immutable  perfection. 

The  very  impossibility  of  miracles  prevailing  now,  when  there  is  most  need  of  them, 
than  ever,  to  incredulous  man,  proves  the  imposition  of  messiahships. 

All  messiahships  will  perish,  as  the  messiahs  are  impostors  and  blasphemers.  What 
are  their  followers  t 

All  intelligent  minds  now  perceive,  that  simple  assumed  or  delegatad  power,  that 
Dsorps  all  conservative  rights,  is  the  part  of  felony,  that  involves  all  the  actors.  Instead, 
then,  of  a  messiah,  the  world  can  declare  such  in  that  category. 

All  such  is  tyrannies^,  wherever  it  opposes  the  progress  of  liberal  and  rational  priur 
etples. 

jLet  all  patriotic  and  philanthropic  citizens  do  their  duty,  as  subordinates  to  Deity. 
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Afler  all  messiahships,  they  are  man^s  absurd  and  roundabout  ways  of  blaxpbemoQi 
idea,  of  doing  what  God  did  at  first  and  at  once,  at  creation. 

It  is  time  to  stop  the  millions  of  falsehoods  about  messiahshipa.  God,  the  creator  of 
the  universe,  excludes  all  creation  from  participation  in  his  government,  that  would 
otherwise  unbalance  all  that  came  under  the  pretension. 

The  light  of  mind,  from  natural  causes,  is  the  only  inspiration;  hence,  God^s  light 
enables  us  to  appreciate  him  pre>eminently,  without  bibles  of  tradition,  and  to  dispel  all 
such  works  of  man,  as  not  of  God,  however  the  bible-mongers  may  affect  to  treat  mmil, 
as  incompetent  to  do  its  duty. 

Mind  can  recognise  all  the  priestocracy  as  conspiring  against  its  rights  and  unworthy 
of  its  confidence. 

If  all  the  messiahs  had  been  all  possibly  meritorious,  still  being  mortals,  they  could 
only  be  accounted  superfluous  ministers.  Ailer  all  their  bibles  of  tradition,  there  is  no 
proof  of  messiahs.     There  is  no  proof  of  either. 

No  messiah  has  advanced  original  principles. 

They  or  their  priestocracy,  to  build  up  themselves,  have  advanced  new^  systems,  all 
having  some  pretensions,  but  all  deserving,  by  their  demerit,  condemnation,  where  they 
assume  God's  province,  as  they  blasphemously  do  in  all.  Intrigue  and  cunning  geoe- 
xaUy  recoil  on  the  actors. 

There  have  been  very  many  messiahs,  for  whom  millions  of  people  have  been  delu- 
ded, slaughtered,  and  massacred — anything  else  but  messiahs — ^aud  singular  that  the 
loveliest  has  cost  most  blood,  of  millions. 

Who  more  than  the  Jews  should  look  to  all  this,  as  their  people  have  so  deepljf  suf- 
fered by  them  ?  . 

But  has  the  whole  world  been  exempt  from  the  deepest  suffering,  on  account  of  all 
this  superstition  ? 

What  faith  that  nurtures  such  iniquities  is  trustworthy  ? 

The  followers  of  messiahs  have  been  known  to  perjure  themselves  to  sustain  them. 
Do  not  all  of  every  peculiar  faith  do  that  ?  Now  you  understand  why  the  Romanists 
forbid  their  laity  residing  their  scriptures. 

Messiahship  necessarily  results  from  polytheism,  and  is  one  of  its  absolute  erron  and 
crimes,  that  are  the  last  to  become  obsolete. 

The  propagation  of  the  gods  is  analogous  to  human  generation,  and  thus  betrays  the 
jugglery  of  man's  mind,  in  the  vulgar  conception. 

Man  or  creature  is  not  adequate  for  messiahship,  that  is  implied  in  creatorship,  but 
he  is  a  botch  for  all,  as  a  libeler  of  God  and  his  citizens,  at  every  step. 

Begone,  botches  and  libelers,  to  your  degraded  insignificance^  and  no  more  derange 
the  world  with  your  insidious  designs. 

Blaspheme  no  more  the  most  high  God. 

Make  no  more  trinities  with  the  three  powers  of  iniquity,  unjust  government,  peculiar 
faith  of  church,  and  military  despotism — corrupting  all  elsewhere,  not  able  to  cope  nun- 
fully  in  open  light. 

Avaunt,  base  men.  Your  vicegerents  must  come  through  very  much  iniquity,  »"" 
imposition  on  the  people,  blasphemy  to  God,  folly,'in  reason,  and  blind  misleadings  of  iii* 

Our  Maker  is  the  one  to  help  all  directly  all  the  time ;  and  no  one  else,  assuredly*  can. 

This  God  is  no  less  great  in  doing  the  last,  the  preservation,  than  in  the  creatiou  oi 
the  universe,  and  is  only  a  perfect  God  by  such  perfection. 

•  How  small  and  low  is  messiahship,  that  tinkers  at  one  world,  and  bunglingly  excludes 
mind  for  an  absolute  book,  the  doctrines  of  which  are  exploded,  while  rrovidence  has 
given  his  sublime  impress  on  the  universe. 

Conservative  principles  are  the  vicegerents  of  God  all  the  time ;  of  course  the  ign^ 
rant  ancients  never  estimated  this  position,  when  all  fell  short  of  tlie  proper  appreciation 
of  the  God  of  the  universe,  in  their  little  peculiar  gods,  and  the  moderns  must  stupidly 
follow  them,  in  their  after-thoug:hts  and  bungling  botches,  that  do  not  belong  to  God  and 
rational  minds,  but  show  man's  imbecility  and  corruption.  How  few  minds  are  ori^inaJ 
thinkers ! 

All  the  faiths  that  are  peculiar  to  messiahs,  are  faUe  to  the  rights  of  the  world. 

They  are  in  the  way  of  God,  as  another  sun  would  be  in  the  way  and  derange 
this  system  of  worlds,  that  might  have  three  suns,  to  illustrate  the  pretended  trinitv- 

You  cannot,  by  any  vicegerentship,  secure  rational  religion ;  it  is  impossible  and  im- 
practicable.   That  concludes  the  proof. 

God's  works  are  his  oracles.  His  justice,  goodness,  and  power  are  infinite  and  per- 
fect; hence,  a  vicegerent  is  an  impious  pretender,  especially  when  the  proof  is  P'^*®*^^^ 
of  God's  inspiring  man  by  supernatural  means ;  whereas 

This  universe  is  governed  by  natural  means. 
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What  is  there,  then,  that  a  messiah,  as  mortal,  can  offer  1  Conservative  principles 
exclude  all  messiahs. 

Analyze  truth  and  all  the  constituents  of  religion,  and  you  will  have  to  invoke  your 
best  powers  of  mind,  that  necessarily  recognises  the  whole,  and  represents  God. 

From  first  to  last,  the  doctrine  of  messiahship  is  a  fraud.  All  must  have  seen  its 
utter  impossibility  as  to  God^s  permission,  as  that  would  proportionately  detract  from 
his  attributes  and  character  that  are  perfect. 

All  the  parts  of  the  messiah's  history  are  a  fraud  ;  as  to  the  very  last,  relating  to  tlie 
resurrection,  there  is  no  proof  whether  the  body  was  not  secreted  in  the  subterranean 
recesses  of  the  sepulchre,  or  was  not  present  when  the  seal  was  put  on  the  door.  But 
that  is  needless,  as  there- can  be  no  proof  of  his  existence,  for  no  such  power  can  exist. 
Who  testifies  to  these  facts  of  verification  1     No  one  can. 

The  laws  of  God  cannot  be  those  of  peculiar  faith,  and  therefore  our  creation  knows 
nothing  of  messiahships.  This  doctrine  advances  discoveries  or  systems  ;  are  tliey  due. 
to  faith  or  mind  ? 

All  such  gives  up  the  world  to  excitement  of  ent^iusiasts,  and  unsettles  the  philosophy 
of  life.     That  is  fanaticism. 

One  sect  seeks  to  counteract  the  progress  of  the  others,  all  being  for  the  same 
messiah ! 

If  they  cannot  confide  in  each  other,  ought  the  world  to  confide  in  them  or  their 
messiah  ? 

There  are  not  only  feuds  among  the  difi^erent  sects,  but  among  those  of  the  same  faith 
and  church,  only  as  situated  south  or  north.  What  absolute  danger  lurks  in  such  divi- 
sions to  our  union !    See  this  card  of  a  bishop : 

"  We  have  waited  the  operation  and  effect  of  church-law  contract,  honor,  consciencct 
and  *  expediency,*  in  the  north,  for  a  term  of  five  years,  only  to  meet  now,  with  a  universal 
denial  of  claims  and  right,  so  promptly  admitted,  and  fully  provided  for,  by  the  general 
conference  of  1844. 

"  H.  B.  Bascom,  Ch'n.  B.  S,  Com'rs. 
"*  Lexington,  Ay.,  June  25th,  1849." 

Franklin  exposes,  in  a  celebrated  letter,  the  character  of  the  church  of  England, 
that  Infused  to  the  American  clergy  episcopal  prerogatives,  after  the  emancipation  of 
the  North  American  states  from  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power  of  the  British  crown, 
unless  they  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance !     Where  was  mind^s  religion  then  ? 

Americans  should  see  the  concealed  treachery  to  the  world^s  rights. 

Positively,  to-day  England  would  be  split  into  fragments  by  the  Roman  and  Episco- 
pal quarrels,  if  mind  did  not  give  the  equilibrium  ;  the  whole  world  would  be  in  as  bad 
a  fix  by  pe.culiar  fiith.     . 

Absolutism  will  be  prominent.  The  world  cannot  possibly  be  rid  too  soon  of  delusion 
and  fanaticism,  as  any  society  of  communism,  any  whimsical  St.  Vitus'  Dance  or  jerking 
superstition  may  be  originated  upon  its  abuses. 

Take  the  following  : — 

*'  As  for  miracles,  it  has  happened  to  ourselves  to  be  addressed  by  a  near  neighbor, 
who  had  seen  the  dead  restored  to  life ;  on  close  questioning  it  turned  out,  indeed,  that 
the  patient  had  only  suffered  a  suspension  of  his  existence  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  so  that  his  resurrection  would  have  been  thought  no  great  marvel  by  the  servants 
of  the  humane  society.  Our  infoimant,  poor  fellow !  was  a  Mormon." — London 
Watchman. 

That  is  a  recent  peculiar  faith,  but  let  us  see  what  better  is  that  which  claims  the 
best  distinction  for  age  : 

^  In  a  severe  storm  encountered  we  noticed  one  Irishman,  who,  taking  from  his  chest 
a  vial  of  holy  water,  and  sprinkled  over  the  ship.  In  the  honesty  of  his  superstitious 
heart,  he  believed  its  power  to  save.  We  endeavored  afterwards  to  convince  him  of 
his  errors,  but  in  vain."  . 

What  was  once  the  fimaticisra  of  Romanists  for  relics  of  saints,  for  which  they  haa 
formal  worship,  and  so  universal  was  the  demand  for  them,  that  a  profitable  commerce 
grew  up,  and  even  theft  was  engendered  for  this  lucrative  trafiic. 

What  must  be  the  character  of  the  scriptures  that  are  confidently  quoted,  in  the  juati* 
fication  of  such  contemptible  superstition  % 

Bot  what  ratio  does  that  bear  to  asking  forgiveness  through  confessors,  who  need 
much  the  most  forgiveness  of  a  conunon  Creator  for  their  blasphemy  ?  And  all  this 
from  messiahships ! 

It  seems  thai  this  church  that  clainoa  to  be  infallible,  can  learn  no  principles,  in 
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common  with  the  worId*B  benefit.    She  seeks  to  restore  ^e  tyranny  of  the  inqmsition, 
and  the  order  of  the  Jesuits. 

It  was  her  inquisition  that  stayed  the  reformation  in  all  laads,  where  she  could  make 
her  influence  felt. 

So  despotic  and  cruel  is  the  spirit  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  to  be  trusted  in  no  secta- 
rianism of  this  world ! 

What  wars  and  conflicts  were  there  in  the  reformation  ?  Before  that  reformation, 
the  Pope  claimed  universal  power,  and  assumed  to  be  the  sovereign  of  the  world.  The 
pretension  to  Catholicism  bespeaks  the  vanity  of  the  Roman  hierarchy,  and  arrogance 
of  the  Pope. 

The  power  of  mind  has  lessened  his  power,  as  it  has  limited  the  days  of  miracles 
and  prophecies,  and  those  of  oracles. 

All  professing  peculiar  faith  differing  from  him,  were  to  be  subjected  to  the  arrogant 
presumption  of  this  representative  of  the  mesaiah,  a  fraud  on  fraud. 

And  horrid  wars  were  excited  without  provocation ;  on  that  account,  the  different 
continents  were  parcelled  out  to  his  friends. 

What  cared  enthusiasts  and  fanatics  for  civil  wars  or  oppression,  so  they  gained  their 
worldly  ends  ? 

Are  other  peculiar  faiths  any  better  ? 

They  differ  only  in  the  relative  amount  of  alloy  in  them.  The  church  acquired 
wealth,  power  and  participation  in  absolutism  by  various  strategems,  and  now  all  con- 
spire by  pious  frauds  and  sophistry  the  vilest,  to  manufacture  any  horrible  tragedies  to 
those  who  have  no  confidence  in  their  bibles  and  ways. 

Admit  all  their  benevolent  institutions  and  association,  for  the  needy  in  some  places ; 
let  their  benevolent  societies  rise  still  higher,  as  all  have  no  balance  with  their  para- 
mount transgressions  that  oppress  mind  and  world. 

We  this  day  impeach  all  that  know  better,  and  do  it  not,  for  low  and  sordid  designs. 

The  messiahs  were  human.  Did  they  have  the  honesty  of  men?  So  far  from  being 
equal  with  God,  they  were  inferior  to  honest  and  truthful  mind. 

All  of  them  were  grossly  ignorant  of  the  conservative  principles  that  could  unite  the 
whole  world  in  one  brotherhood,  and  hence  blasphemously  advanced  their  own  selfiish 
doctrines  before  the  wants  of  mind  and  the  world. 

They  have  abused  the  world  and  vilified  mind,  whilst  robbing  them  of  their  glory. 

They  have  degraded  mind  whilst  pretending  to  its  mighty  functions,  by  the  corrup- 
tions of  faith  and  selfish  holiness. 

They  chased  away  other  systems,  but  have  brought  storms  of  vengeance  on  their 
followers. 

They  have  taken  away  the  blessings  of  God,  that  could  make  the  sympathy  of  the 
world  universal. 

What  can  be  a  greater  reign  of  terror  than  the  curses  oL  their  peculiar  faith  that 
for  centuries  upon  centuries  deluged  the  world  in  blood  and  butchery,  and  now  rules 
much  of  it  under  sophistry  and  absolutism,  horrible  and  gory  ? 

Shall  the  mortal  who  deals  in  spirits  and  angels  claimed  to  be  God^s  messengers, 
affect  messiahship  ? 

This  is  all  dispensed  with,  by  the  appreciation  of  rational  mind  schooled  in  science. 

How  can  there  be  a  vicarious  sacrifice,  justly  and  wisely  instituted  ?  The  greatest 
ignorance  of  analysis  of  mind  could  only  pretend  to  it. 

God  has  instituted  principles,  and  defined  the  character  and  position  of  those  trans- 
grossing  them. 

Is  it  his  attributes  that  established  the  sublimity  of  his  greatness,  that  are  to  be 
superseded  or  alienated  by  a  mortal  pretender  to  messiahship,  or  rather  by  the  ungodly 
priestocracy  1 

The  wisest  messiah  was  clearly  a  very  ignorant  man,  else  if  he  had  been  a  good  one, 
he  would  have  adopted  principles  not  m.astery,  hence  his  disciples  fled  from  him,  be- 
trayed  or  denied  him,  when  he  was  first  taken,  proving  that  they  estimated  him  a  mete 
mortal. 

What  did  he  tell,  that  was  not  known  by  even  the  Eastern  Asiatics,  centuries 
before? 

What  systems  of  peculiar  faith  did  he  or  his  authors  study  in  Africa  and  Asia  ? 

The  world  owes  it  to  itself  to  act  consistently  with  rational  mind,  to  ascertain  what  is 
clearly  necessary  ;  to  get  rid  of  the  abuses  of  the  messiahship,  a  fanatical  priestocracy. 

Such  discovery  is  one  of  the  paramount  blessings  of  genius,  to  be  enjoyed  in  a  land 
Uessed  with  constitutional  government. 

Do  we  believe  that  there  ever  was  any  messiah  ? 

It  is  utterly  impossible,  if  the  god  of  natare  is  perfect.    History  declares  that  gieat 
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men  as  statesmen  and  warriors  existed,  but  not  that  any  were  inspired  or  preserved  by 
particular  inspiration,  other  than  by  their  own  prudence  or  providence,  that  best  invokes 
the  conservative  principles  of  Almighty  providence. 

It  becomes  analytic  minds  to  sift  all  history  for  the  truth,  which  is  more  obscure  the 
more  ancient  the  history. 

Providence  is  more  especial  by  mind«  and  universal  through  God. 

What  messiah  can  be  earthly,  and  supreme  above  natnre^s  laws  1  Nature  could  not 
act  as  constituted  by  a  messiah,  that  would  destroy  instead  of  save. 

Mortals  assuredly  all  die  where  human  nature  abides.  Neither  Enoch  nor  Elijah 
escaped  this  common  passion.  The  supernatural  is  courted  by  all  minds  prone  to  super- 
stition.    The  marvellous  is  the  heroic. 

«In  battles,  chiefs  are  noticed  for  particular  wounds,  while  the  soldiers  are  rarely 
heard  of. 

Truth  should  be  preserved,  though  it  kills  off  all  messiahships,  as  it  effectually  does, 
at  the  tribunal  of  rational  mind. 

All  messiahship  is  too  much  of  an  afler-thought,  both  as  regards  the  preceding  ages 
of  the  world,  and  the  position  of  every  mind  prior  to  its  adoption.  The  world  would  be 
irredeemably  lost,  before  messiahship  can  take  hold  of  each  mind. 

How  then  can  the  egg  be  remedied,  if  addled  ? 

A  sound,  mature  and  correct  judgment  is  the  best  faculty  of  mind,  and  insures  most 
genuine  benefit  to  the  possessor. 

Such  mind  will  always  decide,  that  vicegerentship  for  God  is  the  silliest  thing  on 
earth,  the  vilest  and  most  blasphemous,  the  most  hurtful  instead  of  beneficial,  the  most 
destructive  instead  of  conservative.  God,  as  the  enlightened  honest  mind's  God,  tliat 
does  not  need  church  power  or  pretences,  governs  all  his  own,  without  man's  pitiful  libel, 
intrigue  and  priest  over-reaching. 

Such,  priest  faith  has  been  the  disorganizer  of  public  peace  and  tranquillity,  blinded 
by  selfish  profits,  sacrificing  country,  friends  and  relations,  the  world  to  the  demons. 

The  world's  theatre  will  be  wisely  governed  by  its  author,  and  well  is  it,  that  the 
supreme  ruler  of  all  is  at  its  head. 

What  absurdities  does  messiahship  ever  present,  having  the  peculiar  god  of  a  peculiar 
people,  who  were  only  a  few  out  of  many  millions  all  equally  dear  to  him,  when  the 
world  does  have  the  God  of  all !  Worse  still,  that  after  all  that  this  god  and  messiah 
were  unable  to  save  a  goodly  minority,  after  all  the  express  missions  for  the  purpose  of 
universal  salvation  !  Still  worse,  in  the  sight  of  billions  perishing  all  around,  and  yet 
this  peculiar  god  had  put  his  abundant  power  of  grace  out  of  his  own  hands,  and  became 
utterly  incompetent  to  unite  and  save  all  when  expedient,  because  he  had  committed, 
the  trust  to  a  hopeless  means ! 

All  this  clearly  proves  a  peculiar  god,  and  him  of  faith's  creation,  the  foolish  curse  of 
the  world. 

Of  what  value  is  a  peculiar  god  to  this  one  world,  and  peculiar  messiahs  to  help  him, 
when  the  God  of  the  universe  perfectly  presides  ? 

Is  the  present  world  satisfied  to  exchange  its  God,  the  creator  of  the  universe,  for  a 
dynasty  clearly  of  usurpation  and  imbecility  ?  Enlightened  mind  must  clearly  reject  all 
such  as  fable  oppressive  and  ruinous. 

Can  you  ever  give  up  a  certainty  in  God,  for  any  lame  substitute  ? 

It  is  awful  to  think  of  the  reverse,  that  is  blasphemy. 

All  messiahships  are  due  to  mind's  invention,  and  are  attributable  to  an  utter  igno- 
rance of  God's  character  and  attributes,  the  conservation  of  the  universe.  All  such 
results  from  fool  obsolete  bibles. 

The  innocent  cannot  suffer  justly  for  the  guilty,  that  is  no  atonement  but  a  palpable 
perversion  of  reason.     Two  wrongs  cannot  make  a  right. 

There  can  be  no  messiah  for  moral  or  physical  reasons,  as  God  is  perfect  in  his  crea- 
tive faculties.     No  two  beings  can  exist  in  the  same  identical  space  and  period  of  time. 

No  absurdity  of  transmigration  would  authorize  this  monster  of  physiology. 

You  cannot  exempt  the  slightest  point  of  matter  in  the  universe  from  the  omnipres- 
ence of  deity,  who  has  not  only  presence  but  omnipresence. 

Vicarious  sufferings  and  atonement  in  sacrifice  of  fire,  by  blood,  anunal  or  human,  are 
the  result  of  superstition  and  brutal  degraded  barbarism. 

The  negative  of  good  is  evil,  the  penalty  of  error. 

All  can  only  obtain  a  certain  aggregate  of  the  goods  of  this  earth. 

They  may  be  caused  to  decrease,  which  increases  the  evil.  What  is  the  remedy  on 
earth  for  supposed  evil  ? 

A  wise  action  of  mind  all  the  time,  requiring  a  wise  duty  and  the  Yixtaous  exercise  of 
principles. 
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Wbat  benefit  can  any  of  the  forms  of  superstition,  a  bloody  tyrant  confer  on  mind, 
when  her  influence  is  a  horrible  terror  ? 

The  Jews  were  as  much  concerned  as  any  people  on  God^s  earth  about  the  messiah, 
and  surely  decided  as  honorably  as  any  set  of  men  could  possibly  do  under  their  pecu- 
liar faith  circumstances,  and  better  than  the  moderns  now  do,  who  accept  on  mere 
tradition  that  is  unproved  and  untenable  by  honest  minds  devoted  to  God  and  his  right- 
eous injunctions.     All  soch  false  position  gives  bad  customs,  habits,  ideas  and  influences. 

All  yicegerentships  are  founded  on  imposture,  false  pretences  or  monomania,  uxl 
determine  in  perjury.  All  is  blasphemy,  of  the  most  demoralizing  character.  All 
affect  miracles,  prophecies  and  mysteries  as  tlie  works.     What  kind  are  they  ? 

Are  they  worthy  of  honest  belief,  when  the  plainest  proofs  o[  their  imposture  exist? 

All  have  to  refer  to  such  extraordinary  macliinery,  to  guU  the  world  first  out  of  .its 
senses,  to  exclude  its  ricrhts. 

And  yet  with  the  effrontery  of  priest  artifice,  the  advocates  pretend  to  tell  us  that 
^*  to  doubt  is  to  be  damned. '' 

Can  any  honest  mind  that  is  rational,  do  less  than  doubt  the  whole  of  all  such  bibles, 
that  never  were  and  never  can  be  rationally  proved  ? 

Can  we  have  no  truth,  by  philosophical  discussion  for  it?  But  no  ;  this  is  a  questioD 
not  settled  by  philosophy  and  science  ! 

Then  it  is  settled  by  falsehood  and  disgraceful  fraud.  Why  messiahs  confine  them- 
selves to  inferior  miracles  ?  Why  did  they  not  call  on  the  whole  people  to  witness  md 
investigate  openly  and  above  board,  all  their  extraordinary  powers,  and  for  the  undoabted 
proof  the  facts  to  be  clearly  the  record  of  witness  competent  of  investigation,  and  woitbjr 
of  confidence  ? 

But  all  could  not  bear  such  inspection,  as  the  nature  of  the  universe  flatly  contradicts 
the  whole,  and  is  the  competent  witness  of  their  falsehoods. 

Idolatry  and  man-worship  that  originated  as  the  vestige  of  hero  worship,  has  to  be 
stopped  universally,  as  they  libel  the  true  adoration  of  God. 

The  proselytes  set  out  to  establish  their  system  of  peculiar  fiiith  on  miracles  that 
could  not  possibly  exist. 

They  manufactured  all  they  deemed  expedient,  which  all  wise  men  reject,  because 
science  and  philosophy  reject  them  tin  all  the  proper  tests  of  mind. 

Time  declares  her  province  usurped  by  impostors,  and  honest  proper  sense  will  affim 
the  imposture  of  the  felons. 

All  rational  beings  have  religious  feelings  and  proo^tings,  that  if  iK>t  properly  culti- 
vated, will  degenerate  into  peculiar  faith,  as  superstition,  nian*worship  and  barbansm, 
like  a  field,  however  fertile,  will  cause  weeds  that  choke  the  grain,  unless  cultivated  and 
'prevented  from  perversion. 

All  bible  revelations  and  inspirations  necessarily  resolve  into  natural  phenomena,  that 
contradict  completely  all  such  pretences. 

Mind-jugglery  and  imposition  are  the  miracles,  of  course.  These  are  not  fit  for 
rational  beings,  yet  all  revealed  inspired  faith  has  to  appeal  to  these  impostures.  There 
is  no  possible  exception. 

The  persuasion  of  mesnahships  rests  on  false  position,  as  all  the  principles  of  the 
universe  were  established  at  the  creation  of  the  universe. 

The  last  were  and  are  adequate.  There  can  be  no  new  principles  created  nor  devised 
since,  as  that  destroys  the  perfect  omniscience  of  the  Almighty,  dishonors  and  libels 
God,  and  that  winds  up  messiahships. 

As  there  can  be  no  new  principles,  there  can  be  no  new  power,  no  messiah  or  office 
in  this  universe  for  messiahs,  the  blackest  libel  on  God  and  mind. 

Messiahs  should  be  sent  to  the  whole  world  to  com{^ete  the  most  magnificent  missioD. 
but  the  God  of  the  universe  cnts  down  all  such  as  a  pitiful  idea. 

Why  did  Christ  confine  his  mission  general  to  the  whole  world  as  it  is  pretended,  to 
the  little  insignificant,  obscure  country  of  Palestine,  compared  with  the  whole  globe, 
when  all  circles  of  the  whole  world  were  to  be  convinced  1  Was  he  ever  in  America  ? 
Was  he  treacherous  to  the  world^s  mission  ? 

What  did  this  party  do,  if  ever  in  £gypt,  but  extract  therefromi  as  the  prolific  paien^ 
all  kinds  of  juggiery  and  this  system  of  priest-fiiith  government  ? 

No,  all  was  concocted  easily  with  the  priestocracy.  Palestine  then  furnished  per* 
verted  means  enough  of  peculiar  faith. 

Why  did  not  the  author  leave  written  evidence  of  his  system,  at  the  time,  to  present 
inculcation  of  imperfect  and  false  doctrines  ?  Was  it  then  too  trifling  to  be  descnbed, 
too  contradictory  to  be  risked  with  the  age  of  its  performance,  that  could  have  bees 
most  successfully  contradicted  as  too  visionary  and  sectarian^  abstraeting  the  ligfhts  of 
God  by  the  false  pretences  of  a  mere  mortal  ? 
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He,  as  god-man,  was  the  only  proper  conductor  of  this  matter,  and  should  hare  had 
all  the  necessary  documents  inscribed  indelibly  on  the  universe.  Where  are  the  world- 
signs  but  in  the  fragments  of  broken  brotherhoods,  and  the  torn  banners  of  a  peculiar 
faUh  enclosing  the  elements  of  its  own  certain  decay  ? 

Was  not  such  scheme  or  drama  worked  on  by  the  despotism  clan  for  ages,  as  Jew-* 
all  pagan  bibles  ? 

This  character  had  no  new  principles  to  operate  with,  and  is  thus  disclosed  as  aa 
impostor  mortal. 

Analysis,  the  only  proper  decision,  decides  for  the  potency  of  mind,  to  discard  as 
impeach  all  such  pretences. 

Surely,  the  world  is  wofully  ignorant  of  the  true  position,  and  of  its  invaluable  trea- 
sare  of  mind,  so  miserably  overlooked  for  its  usurpers. 

The  very  name  of  Providence,  pre-supposes  an  actor,  suited  to  the  demands  of  crea» 
tion  and  its  conservation. 

The  universe  Providence  Almighty,  though  then  in  existence,  was  not  appreciated  by 
these  moat  contemptible  charlatans. 

Arc  we  deserving  of  the  blessings  of  our  illustrious  civil  institutions,  to  submit  to 
the  sacrilege  of  messiahship  ? 

Can  any  mind  be  more  criminal,  when  it  blasphemes  God  by  messiahship  ? 

Who  but  visionaries  and  dreamers  conld  assert  on  earth,  themselves  as  head  of 
'  religion,  the  exclusive  property  of  God,  impose  themselves  the  heads  and  creators  of 
God*8  conservative  principles,  and  involve  ^emselves  in  blasphemy  ? 

All  messiahships  are  frost  and  fogs,  vanishing  before  the  sun  of  light  and  science,  as 
all  messiahs  are  assumed,  and  affecting  to  be  more  than  mortals. 

Infidelity  to  vicegerentships  and  messiahships,  that  are  of  no  account  but  to  harass 
the  world,  constitutes  fidelity  not  to  be  shaken  te  God. 

Taking  nothing  for  granted,  and  investigating  aH  tenets  of  peculiar  ^th,  constitute 
this  fidelity,  their  direct  impeachment.  What  folly  and  wickedness  to  introduce  mes* 
siahships  in  the  face  of  the  QioA.  of  the  universe. 

The  ancients  referred  everything  of  peculiar  faith  directly  to  some  embodiment  or 
personification,  hence  messiahs,  as  Christ. 

God  would  not  let  the  people  mistake  his  porpose,  if  that  messiaiiship  had  been  his. 
No  wise  mind  can  mistake  what  God  has  done. 

We  cannot  mistake  that  messiahship  is  man^s,  and  is  a  libel  on  Deity,  and  an  invasion 
of  his  best  attributes  and  noblest  prerogatives. 

It  becomes  the  people  of  the  present  age  to  change  the' error  of  their  ways,  theit 
iniquities  to  God,  ere  it  be  too  late. 

One  organic  crime  as  this  begets  a  multitude,  and  the  messiahships  have  produced  a 
mighty  cdender  under  the  name  of  saints,  a  corrupt  institution  as  bad  as  any. 

*Many  miracles  have  been  pretended,  as  the  hqnefaetion  of  the  blood  of  St.  Januarioi^ 
&c.,  enough  to  condemn  their  prototypes. 

But  the  error  of  supposing  that  if  we  let  go  this  hold  that  we  had  been  taught  to  con- 
sider for  granted,  all  creation  would  be  a  blank  and  a  curse  to  us,  instead  of  looking  at 
once  to  God,  has  deluded  mind  to  its  ruin  and  the  world's  shame. 

We  have  best  right  of  principals,  God,  mind,  and  science,  and  have  gone  after  strange 
substitutes,  messiahs,  traditions,  feudal  vassalage,  blind  pagan  belief  of  all  ages,  whether 
ignorant,  false,  or  dark. 

Do  not  let  us  take  second-hand,  and  under  poor  testimony,  when  we  have  always 
before  mind  the  best  proof  of  all  creation,  that  comes  home  to  us. 

Do  not  let  us  take  erring  man's,  when  we  have  God's  all  the  time. 

The  best  testimony  of  creation  is  above  all  of  man,  a  corrupt  vassal,  imbecile  in  hii 
ignorance,  pretender,  vain  boaster,  self-conceited,  as  he  is. 

It  is  mind  that  must  overcome  all  this,  and  prove  its  exalted  worth  as  a  lovely  and 
innocent  bride,  in  the  morning  of  the  soul's  resurrection. 

It  is  not  sacrifice,  much  less  or  least  of  all  of  blood,  but  the  loveliest  tribute  of  char- 
acter that  God  requires. 

Martyrdom  proves  npthing  of  tratlv  in  peculiar  faith,  but  the  soul's  determination  to 
die  for  what  it  estimates  rightly. 

Bat  all  messiahships  prove  impossibilities  as  imbecile  or  juggemautism. 

The  world  should  not  be  the  vassal  of  pretences,  but  the  master  of  truth. 

The  state  of  the  earth  proves  man's  original  mortality ;  the  triumph  is  in  mind  to 
conquer  ite  own  weakness,  ignorance,  and  the  difficulties  of  life. 

The  whole  God-gifl  of  mind  is  not  complete  in  this  world,  and  depends  on  ito  own 
free  agency,  to  render  it  most  aceeptable  in  the  next  stage  of  existence.  •  ' 

All  messiahships  are  obliged  to  be  put  down,  by  the  very  inherent  principles  of  the 
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universe,  the  principles  of  God.  Enlightened  and  pahlic  opinion  wHl  apneciate 
enough,  to  say  there  can  be  no  roessiah,  if  there  be  one  Sapreme  Ruler  of  nis  own 
creation. 

All  that  advocate  a  messiah,  advocate  pretences  against  God^s  attributes  and  princi- 
ples, their  own  mind^s  stultification,  falsification,  and  disgrace. 

All  victims  fall  victims  in  consequence  of  enlightened  public  opinion,  exposing  all 
their  impostures. 

All  messiahs  must  fall  victims  to  their  own  impostures  and  humbuggery. 

All  honest  people  cannot  deny  that  justice  should  punish  all  such  impostors,  for  as 
purely  religious  to  the  true  God,  they  must  clearly  see  the  blasphemy  of  such  unpos- 
tors. 

Truth  is  sacred,  and  nothing  that  is  antagonistic  is  sacred,  but  is  accursed,  therefore 
no  infringement  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  principles  can  be  permitted  with  impuoity. 

AH  messiahships  arc  got  up  to  deceive  the  world,  that  is  liable  to  be  deceived  by  vain 
delusions  and  gorgeous  shows.  All  facts,  justice,  and  equity,  will  exclude  all  such,  as 
unavailable. 

There  can  be  no  love  where  there  cannot  possibly  be  personal  respect,  and  there 
can  be  no  respect  where  there  are  imposture  and  blasphemy  of  messiahships. 

Any  messiah  is  an  impostor,  and  must  usurp  and  alienate  the  principles  of  the  uni- 
verse.    No  rational  mind  can  reverence  such. 

God^s  omnipresence  identifies  man  in  the  most  superior  degree  for  his  salvation,  bet- ' 
ter  than  any  substitute,  whom  the  circumstances  of  omnipotence  necessarily  exclude. 

Who  could  be  a  substitute  for  the  God  of  nature,  who  is  identified  with  time,  space, 
and  eternity  ?  A  little  located  being  of  this  world,  appertaining  to  one  sphere  for 
thirty  odd  years,  when  the  power  claimed  involves,  necessarily,  identity  with  the  uni- 
verse ! 

What  absurdity,  of  the  grossest  ignorance  and  most  bare-faced  humbuggery,  too 
glaring  for  mere  school-boys  of  science  to  miss. 

The  conservative  principles  of  the  universe  embrace  man  under  the  circumstances  of 
creation,  and  prove  God^s  all-sufficiency  by  their  functions,  that  exclude  all  other  sub- 
stitutes as  impostors. 

What  infatuation,  to  think  of  substituting  vassals  or  individual  mortals  for  principles 
that  are  God^s,  and  proclaim  his  attributes  all  over  the  universe,  at  the  same  instant, 
with  the  sublimest  munificence. 

Did  any  individual,  assuming  to  be  messiah,  proclaim  any  attribute  beyond  his  own 
located  precinct  as  mortal  1 

The  idea  of  the  contrary  is  preposterous,  and  rouses  up  the  just  indignation  of  en- 
lightened mind. 

The  more  we  appreciate  the  God  of  nature,  the  less  we  can  respect  the  peenliir 
messiahships  of  peculiar  faith,  peculiar  bibles,  much  less  of  peculiar  priestocracies,  * 

All  pretended  messiahs  are  mortal  and  die ;  but  God  lives  evermore. 

It  is  absolutely  absurd,  and  an  imposition,  to  pretend  to  messiahships.  Who  viU 
save  us  ? 

The  only  one  who  ought,  is  the  Creator,  whose  goodness  must  show  will — whose 
power  proves  the  result  necessary. 

Who,  of  the  numerous  messiahs,  can  be  the  right  one  ? 

As  none  can  be  effectual,  none  is  right.  The  whole  universe  proves  the  Great  First 
Cause,  and  all  right. 

Mahomet  found  his  system  of  faith  in  a  dungeon.  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon,  discoT- 
ered  his  in  the  ground ;  and  Christ,  not  being  found  in  the  sepulchre,  was  the  supposed 
means  of  establishing  his  system. 

But  all  died  on  account  of  blasphemy. 

Christ  was  the  worst  of  all,  blaspheming  God,  and  died  therefor. 

On  physiological  philosophy,  if  begotten  of  God,  he  was  immortal,  and  could  not 
die.  if  created,  he  died  as  other  mortals,  and  had  no  more  power  than  any  other  mor- 
tal.   Who,  of  mortals,  is  perfect  ? 

The  innate  principles  of  religion  require  no  messiah  to  develope  them :  but,  like  ripe 
fruit,  the  Creator  rightly  dev elopes  them. 

**  Take  care  of  my  children,*^  says  the  dying  mother ;  "  prepare  them  for  heaven,  by 
saving  grace." 

What  is  to  be  done  for  the  poor  mother,  who  wishes  to  refy  on  the  only  safe  basis,  a 
•aving  grace,  and  leave  the  same  Aith  to  the  ofifspring  ? 

On  whom  can  all  creation  of  mind  relv,  but  on  l£e  Creator  alone  forever,  u  h0  v 
the  proprietor  of  saving  works  and  faith,  the  author  of  all  grace  and  mercy  % 

But  must  not  mortals  have  a  mediator  ? 
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It  may  be  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the  mediator  and  his  priestocracy,  not  of  the 
world  party,  needing  aid  no  less  than  from  the  God  of  nature. 

Did  any  messiah  ever  show  any  omnipotence,  by  creation  of  worlds  or  man  1 

Did  he  ever  resist  the  elements  of  destruction  in  any  world  1 

As  he  did  not,  he  is  necessarily  proved  mortal  and  an  impostor.  As  a  germ  of  the 
old  stock,  he  could  not  be  less  than  a  demi-god,  who — as  the  ancients  who  knew  their 
mythology,  the  original  type  for  this — tell  us  died,  he  could  only  be  a  peculiar,  not  uni- 
versal power. 

Now  Christ,  who  is  assumed  to  be  the  greatest,  as  he  is  said  to  have  put  out  their 
lights,  ought  at  least  to  have  lived  immortal,  if  he  had  the  functions,  attributes  and 
works  of  a  God  to  perform !     But  that  is  assumed. 

Who  have  put  out  the  lights  of  mythology,  but  the  superior  lights  of  mind,  that  over- 
come all  such  errors,  one  after  the  other,  in  the  natural  process  of  civilization  ?  Ra- 
tional mind  is  then  another  kind  of  superior  savior,  under  God,  to  ail  others  assumed 
as  Christ. 

The  last,  with  the  deepest  sophisky  to  its  support,  still  lurks  in  the  best  civilized 
lands,  a  glaring  polytheism  of  four  gods,  assuming  the  province  of  mind  that  civilizes 
the  world. 

But  Christ  performed  miracles ! 

Did  that  make  him  a  God,  or  juggler  ?  It  makes  the  asserter,  at  this  age  of  science, 
a  fool  or  knave,  as  he  ought  to  know  better. 

Why  not  call  for  all  the  works  of  a  God  at -once,  before  the  public?  Because 
Almighty  God's  works  had  been  already  finished.  Then,  of  course,  the  juggler's  was 
to  be  performed.     The  world  needs  no  messiahs  or  jugglers. 

If  he  had  performed,  as  a  real  messiah,  the  functions  of  a  God,  then  he  had  done 
satisfactorily  all. 

Bat  miracles,  as  juggleries,  are  to  be  estimated,  no  matter  how  satisfactorily  per- 
formed, and  the  audience,  the  people  of  that  or  any  other  day  and  time,  could  only  be 
estimated  as  wonderers  at  art's  deeds,  not  the  true  reporters  of  nature's  facts. 

An  ignorant  people  may  have  irresistibly  believed  in  any  one  for  what  he  was  worth ; 
but  is  God  ever  to  be  libeled  by  such  imbecile  pretences  of  jugglers? 

Mind,  the  beneficiary,  may  be  wofully  deceived  by  political  and  peculiar  faith  doctrines, 
time  out  of  mind ;  but,  in  the  name  of  science,  let  there  be  an  end  of  all  these  false 
pretences  of  the  priestocracy,  the  patrons  of  mind-jugglery. 

It  is  the  modern  jugglers  that  galvanize  the  dead  corpse,  and  use  it  to  decoy  a  credu- 
lous world.     The  world  must  notice  rightly  these  last,  the  true  ofienders. 

The  correct  impeachment  of  all  bibles  but  the  right  one  of  mind,  will  be  their  suc- 
cessful overthrow,  downfall,  and  entire  demolition. 

All  will  certainly  follow,  before  the  tribunal  of  cultivated  mind. 

Individual  exertions  will  not  be  available  at  once,  as  in  case  of  Socrates,  who  was 
overpowered  by  numbers,  partisan  to  exploded  customs  and  faith. 

What  are  sins  that  Christ  can  relieve  us  of? 

The  greatest  is  blasphemy,  the  usurpation  of  God's  rights  of  his  own  attributes  and 
universe,  and  that  he,  himself,  committed. 

The  next  is  hypocrisy,  pretending  to  faith  that  is  not  genuine.  If  Christ  had  no 
such  mission,  how  can  he  be  free  from  this  second  category,  and  so  of  all  the  worst 
category  of  sins  on  earth  ? 

W  here,  then,  is  his  potency  to  relieve,  from  his  own  created  quagmires ;  so  far  from 
bettering  the  world,  he  has  plunged  it  into  all  the  miseries  of  the  worst  sins,  criminating 
all  involved  in  his  awful  pretences. 

The  third  great  sin  is  governmental  faith,  that  is  the  strength  of  absolutism,  which 
inrolves  the  head  of  the  peculiar  faith ;  in  the  fourth,  that  is  the  usurpation  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  and  mind's  property. 

Why  the  messiahship  ? 

Is  God  deficient  in  his  powers,  that  this  should  deny  the  whole  attributes  of  God  ? 

All  the  attributes  of  the  God  of  nature  are  eternally  exerted,  through  his  conservative 
principles. 

God  shows  pre-eminently  his  perfection,  by  action  independent  of  all  messiahs  or 
messengers. 

Instead  of  blessing  all  the  kindreds  and  families  of  the  earth,  milfions  are  daily  and  - 
hoarly  cursed,  and  many  have  been  butchered  by  slaughter.     What  a  contradiction ! 

All  churches  established  on  these  messiah  abuses  and  nuisances,  are  abuses  and 
nuisances. 

Some  are  so  ignorant  as  to  put  a  messiah  even  before  God,  that  is,  the  creature 
before  the  Creator.    What  iniquity ! 
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They  libel  God  as  imbecile  by  all  such  positions. 

They  pretend  tliat  God  had  to  amend  the  world  at  first  by  a  deluge,  then  by  (he  blood 
of  a  victim  creature!  What  impiety!  And  their  jieculiar  god  paid  forfeiture  for  his 
imbecility,  the  priestocracy's  forgeries. 

The  world  must  not  let  them  smuggle  their  peculiar  god  for  the  God  of  the  uniTcrse, 
whom  they  did  not  appreciate  and  did  not  know. 

The  world,  the  universe,  all  stand,  and  prove  that  they  are  as  God  created  them,  on 
conservative  not  destructive  principles,  morally  as  physically. 

The  mansions  and  appurtenances  are  the  builder's,  by  every  equitable  principle  of 
construction  and  fee-simple,  and  the  whole  proprietor  and  residence  furnish,  and  have 
always  furnished  from  the  first,  all  inherent,  possible,  and  worthy  accommodations  to  the 
numerous  guests ;  but  in  the  long  lapse  of  time  here  come  jockeys  and  speculators,  self- 
enacted  pretenders,  who  blasphemously  affirm  with  extreme  imposition,  that  all  the 
guests  should  speak  to  them  and  their  servants  first,  as  they  assume  to  be  the  only  ushers 
into  the  presence  of  the  mighty  host,  affirming  with  reckless  blasphemy,  that-  they  and 
a  host  have  a  co-partnership  not  expressed  in  any  documentary  evidence,  that  can  go 
through  an  honorable  court  of  conscience,  not  written  in  the  unmistakable  band  writing 
of  the  great  and  munificent  artist,  but  in  doubtful  and  botch-vulgar  scrawl,  betraying 
most  clearly  the  counterfeit,  all  the  time  affirming  that  they  are  the  best  friends  of  the 
host,  misleading  some  honest,  simple-minded  people,  and  uniting  most  that  are  already 
corrupt,  who  seek  to  use  this  means  to  deceive  and  corrupt  others,  till  they  wake  up  »t 
a  certain  time,  and  find  the  worst  deception  is  in  themselves. 

Could  you  call  these  pretenders,  who  were  not  only  never  needed  at  all,  but  who  are 
in  the  way,  all  the  time  disfiguring  the  buildings,  and  belittling  the  sublime  architect 
friends  ? 

Now  this  thing  of  vicegerentships  is  an  after-thought,  whether  expressed  as  it  was 
many  centuries  in  the  Avatar  or  incarnation  of  Vishnu,  prior  to  the  incarnation  of 
Christ.  All  inherent  principles  arc  forethoughts  of  omniscience,  and  eminently  designate 
the  two  characteristics  in  language  as  clear  as  sunbeams. 

How  conclusively  then  are  all  messiahs  excluded  by  these  potent  representatives  ? 

Then  these  pretended  friends  are  anti-god,  and  are  in  the  way  as  stumbling  blocks. 

They  do  harm  every  moment,  and  no  good ;  as  do  their  aiders  or  abettors. 

Then  it  is  most  important  that  every  mind  should  know  what  it  was  about  to  da 
when  it  asserted  the  first  article  of  its  faith,  for  that  is  something  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  itself,  and  the  whole  universal  mass  of  the  world^s  mind,  of  which  it  fonns 
a  valuable  part  of  unity. 

Have  minds  investigated  the  whole  analysis  of  this  immense  subject  of  God  and  the 
universe,  ere  they  have  accorded  their  faith,  or  have  merely  followed  in  the  wake  of 
simple  and  credulous  minds  ? 

Was  the  mind  of  the  ancients  competent  to  comprehend  this  subject  by  their  science  and 
philosophy,  when  their  bibles  evince  its  ignorance,  imbecility  and  perversion  ?  In  truth 
and  conscience  enli^rhtened  to  supreme  reason,  mind  can  only  assert  its  faith  in  one 
living  and  eternal  being.  When  more  or  less  is  added,  then  comes  the  deepest  injury 
to  conscience,  truth,  justice,  piety  and  religion,  by  nothing  less  than  a  hardened  impo&i- 
tion  and  reckless  blasphemy,  and  the  evils  and  Ills  of  vices  thus  inconsistently  and  in- 
considerately licensed. 

The  God  of  the  universe  is  thus  excluded  by  man's  libel,  to  whom  it  was  easy  to 
preserve  all  souls  as  create  them,  as  creation  implies  that  much  under  the  circumatance^* 
of  mind's  free  agency  and  God's  redeeming  grace. 

The  exercise  of  illegitimate  pretensions,  whether  by  sacrifice  of  animal  or  man's 
blood,  makes  no  atonement  for  the  world's  sins  that  must  be  met  by  the  individual 
delinquents  to  be  valid,  but  actually  causes  their  increase.  We  not  only  deny  but  im- 
peach all  pretences  to  the  contrary. 

It  is  all  superstition  before  God. 

What  inducement  could  the  Creator  have  to  lose  his  power,  .and  divide  his  universe 
with  a  mere  creature  in  regard  to  this  world,  when  he  could  do  it  more  satisfactorily 
alone  ?     Incomparably  more  1 

But  messiahship  of  this  world  renders  the  balance  of  the  universe  that  is  exhaustless 
in  an  incompatible  state. 

What  rational  being  could  expect  Deity  to  lay  down  that  power  pertinent  to  himsrlf 
and  inherent  to  his  creative  action  from  the  beginning,  and  peacefully  divest  it  to  satisfy 
the  vanity  of  man,  to  create  more  sin  and  do  more  harm,  and  take  up  in  the  remotcnc&i 
of  time,  long  after  the  first  necessity  existed,  if  any  did  exist,  the  character  of  a  medi- 
ator dyed  in  blood,  and  that  character  to  be  very  partially  assented  to,  by  the  mind  of 
the  people  at  all  times  a  minority  ? 
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This  was  man's  proTincid  paerility,  and  no  mistake. 
.      Such  legends  belonged  to  the  dark  ages  of  ignorance,  and  ignorant  corrupt  priests  at 
that.     All  this  reflects  mind  too  little  developed,  to  develope  rational  faith. 

Was  there  such  infatuation  with  earthly  beings,  much  less  than  affecting  revelation, 
divine  things  and  miracles  ? 

If  God  had  chosen  a  redeemer  for  his  aid,  at  man's  reputed  fall  was  the  intellectual 
time,  and  certainly  before  the  destruction  of  the  world  by  the  deluge.  But  all  such  in- 
consistencies will  cut  up  the  foul  legends  of  the  priestocracy. 

A  savior  must  prove  satisfactorily  his  mission  by  his  ability  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  universe,  not  of  a  part  of  it  as  a  mere  world,  for  the  Creator  being  deficient  in  one 
was  necessarily  deficient  in  all.  The  mission  of  a  messiah  declares  the  incapacity  of 
the  Creator. 

The  ancients  put  the  world  for  the  universe ;  now  all  such  books  prove  there  is 
nothing  proved,  except  their  own  libels  and  ignorance,  themselves  miserably  exploded. 

Where  is  the  proper  proof  of  authenticity  of  the  scriptures  ? 

Man  may  figure  out  messiahships,  but  he  admits  one  species  more  of  his  own  evils 
and  tyranny,  and  opens  the  gap  for  any  number  or  an  innumerable  amount  in  time. 

No  messiahs  have  any  claims  on  our  respect,  much  less  our  love,  because  God  is  the 
universe  ruler,  being  its  author,  magnificently  endowing  it  with  order  and  unity  of 
design.  Involve  tliis  order,  diffuse  this  unity  and  reverse  this  design,  and  confusion 
with  injury  ensues.  As  there  can  be  no  two  suns  in  this  solar  system,  as  there  is  one 
great  centre  the  point  uf  equilibrium  that  must  be  disturbed  and  disordered  by  a  second, 
so  there  cannot  be  two  creators  of  the  self  same  universe,  when  one  Almighty  is  the 
cre^ive  centre  that  originated  it,  himself  the  centre  of  all  perfection.  The  centre  for 
messiahs  is  derogatory  to  the  centre  of  the  Creator. 

The  pagan  god  of  polytheists  and  priestocracy,  as  of  Christians,  could  not  save  by 
their  creed  manhood  from  their  sins,  then  how  could  his  creatures  1  Can  the  less  do 
more  than  the  greater  1  Even  if  equal,  one  could  do  more  than  the  other  equal.  What 
fallacy  and  fraud  then,  to  bring  a  pretended  equal  to  an  impracticability  ? 

The  Jews  were  most  deeply  interested,  and  of  course  were  on  the  look  out  for  this 
messiah  and  savior,  but  after  al>  could  discover  no  trait  nor  test  of  his  godhead,  for  had 
they  done  so  all  the  world  would  not  have  kept  them  back  from  embracing  him.  That 
is  clear,  certain,  and  Ijeyond  doubt. 

All  creation  bears  it  in  mind  that  there  is  a  God,  and  he  almighty  supreme. 

Kone  rational  can  be  dispossessed  of  this  idea. 

AU  other  beings  claimed  to  be  above  mortals  originally,  are  all  fictions  as  to  their 
nature,  reality,  and,  above  all,  their  necessity.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  exist,  if 
God  be  as  he  is  a  perfect  being. 

The  sons  of  the  forest  wilds  of  America  generally  refuse  the  ideas  about  Messiahs, 
while  they  universally  have  to  acknowledge  the  existence  of  the  Great  Spirit!  As  the 
mind  is  thus  proved  the  receptacle  of  God,  it  must  be  entitled  to  future  elevation  cor- 
respondent to  its  theatre.  Messiahship  is  too  vulgar  a  theme  for  unsophisticated 
rational  mind.  The  more  magnificent  that  theatre,  the  more  magnificent  its  operations. 
Nothing  less  than  the  Creator  will  satisfy  it.  The  whole  universe  can  only  bound  its 
innate  greatness.  In  the  trackless  ocean,  rational  Providence  guided  Columbus,  the 
discoverer  of  America,  and  gave  a  new  impulse  to  the  era  of  intellect. 

In  the  trackless  ocean  of  life,  the  same  guides  us  all.     Where  can  Messiahs  operate? 

The  Messiahships  are  an  afler-thought,  man^s  of  course. 

If  Christ  were  the  Messiah,  then  his  advocates  are  right,  but  as  an  afler-thought 
none  can  be  right,  then  Christ  was  an  impostor,  and  his  followers  are  blasphemous  on 
this  imposition,  and  are  farthest  from  right,  the  farther  they  leave  the  unity  of  God. 

ilow  can  any  local  Messiahs. supply  the  demand  of  an  exhaustless  universe?  How 
came  any  on  this, earth,  if  universal?  The  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy  put 
them  here  for  sinister  policy.  When  the  priests  go,  all  will  go.  The  supply  in  one 
department  involves  the  functions  for  all  necessity. 

Yet  they  stjupidly  affect  that  God  was  inadequate  to  preserve  his  creation.  How 
puerile  is  their  pretence,  how  imbecile  its  pretensions  ! 

The  calibre  of  inherent  capacity  must  disgrace  all  thfese  pretenders  and  impostors. 

The  proper  maintenance  of  paramount  principles  must  silence  them  forever  in  the 
light  of  one  solar  system.  What  would  the  light  of  the  whole  disclose  ?  Who  but  the 
most  stupid  dolts,  the  most  reckless  tyrants  or  pedantic  dreamers  will  declaim  against 
the  most  obvious  principles  ? 

Vain  mortal,  so  far  from  being  able  to  dictate  about  another  God,  thou  couldst  not 
even  fill  or  know  where  was  a  vacancy  in  the  chain  that  belongs  to  animals.  Per- 
verted mind,  thou  art  ever  exposed  as  impostor  before  rational  mind. 
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But  you  say  that  sane  men  disclaiming  Messiahships  in  life,  at  death  renoance  those 
principles.  • 

That  only  proves  the  want  of  equilibrium  of  brain  of  individuals.  Rational  religion 
discusses  principles.     Then  it  was  opinions,  not  principles,  renoanced. 

This  is  the  reverse  of  many,  who  professing  peculiar  faiths  in  such  in  life,  at  death 
renounced  them  as  insufficient.  Hero  was  faith  renounced  for  principles.  As  to  some 
people  having  compunction  of  conscience  on  their  death  bed,  they  may  have  that  on 
account  of  their  personal  sins.  The  majority  of  the  world  dies  that  way  every  day  in 
the  Union,  out  of  the  pale  of  any  such  peculiar  faith.  What  can  be  said  of  the  high 
heads  of  churches  often  convicted  of  crimes,  and  gross  misdemeanors?  But  as  to  the 
death  bed  change,  much  of  that  is  a  pious  fraud.  That  is  too  small  a  capital  for  mono- 
theists  to  engage  in.  Of  what  value  is  Messiahship  of  creatures  to  any  dying  soul 
that  violates  the  highest  principles  of  reverence  to  its  Creator  in  one  moment's  atten- 
tion to  it  1  If  mind  have  as  the  God  of  mind  must  enact  free  agency  in  all  of  the 
universe,  then  it  becomes  more  or  less  perfect,  more  or  less  perverted  and  corrupt,  and 
as  this  Messiah  would  be  travelling  fur  ever  as  the  universe  is  exhaustless  to  man, 
what  is  mind  to  do  requiring  such  guardian  that  it  may  reach  the  great  central  essence 
of  perfection,  not  being  dishonest  enough  to  believe  the  imperfect  sketches  of  his 
imperfect  deeds  on  earth  ?  Faith  such  as  this,  without  truth  and  science  is  ignoble,  is 
not  faith  at  all,  but  credulity,  the  merest  folly,  the  alchemy  of  religion.  Messiah- 
mongers  are  the  craziest. 

As  to  the  Messiahship,  what  is  remarkable,  you  can  get  but  few  Indians  to  believe  it 
generally,  but  most  all  believe  in  the  Great  Spirit. 

Sueh  means  is  a  cumbrous  and  complex  machinery,  hard  to  be  understood,  and 
harder  to  be  believed.  Do  those  whose  minds  are  among  the  poorest  of  all,  really 
understand  it  as  it  ought  to  be  understood  to  be  practiced  ? 

Fortunately  they  do  not,  else  the  worst  consequences  might  ensue,  as  they  hare 
done  already  to  much  of  the  world.  They  all  understand  God  though,  as  school  boys 
can  easily  embrace  that  proposition. 

In  God*s  mathematics,  three  are  not  one ;  in  God's  truth  one  is  unity,  and  two  are 
superfluous,  and  in  God's  principles  there  is  no  clashing  ;  then  Messiahs  are  no  where, 
and  this  ungodly  perjury  is  exploded.  The  question  of  Messiahship  will  never  be 
understood  by  honest  minds,  that  if  adopting  it  must  in  the  reflections  of  their  dying  or 
expiring  hour,  feel  the  deepest  remorse  for  misspent  and  misused  talents,  for  a  life 
devoted  to  sophistry.  It  is  religion,  not  priests'  faith,  that  will  sustain  the  departing. 
Then  must  be  felt  regret  with  the  deepest  anguish  that  so  many  expedients  have^been 
used  to  draw  in  all  classes  of  persons  as  proselytes  into  the  church  folds,  without  duly 
honoring  God  by  such  membership  that  actually  estranges  from  true  adoration.  Well  may 
'  all  question  what  church  teaching,  that  is  sectarian  necessarily,  can  give  universal  good. 

The  thing,  they  must  see,  is  impossible  as  taught,  by  the  experience  of  eighteen  and 
half  centuries. 

Then  if  peculiar  faith  put  on  such  cloaks,  it  is  time  that  they  be  taken  off,  that  the 
people  be  divested  of  them.  Rational  religion  ever  prays  or  acts  to  be  rid  of  her 
errors,  that  her  noble  virtues  may  be  more  brilliant,  whilst  peculiar  faith  assumes 
pompous  airs  of  importance,  having  all  her  abuses  identified  with  her  speculations  that 
are  inseparable.  Principles  declare  alone  God  in  his  universe,  that  are  interfered  with 
by  imbecile  Messiahs,  interlopers  that  produce  conflicts,  where  confusion  ensues  and 
chaos  reigns  in  and  out  of  the  body  originating  it. 

All  such  are  man's  botches,  and  affect  only  his  own  sphere  of  action.  Why  had  not 
God  supplied  at  the  time  of  the  greatest  necessity  of  a  mediator,  when  man  more 
wicked  fell,  instead  of  at  a  subsequent  period  when  more  improved  ?  The  first  stage  of 
mind's  existence  must  have  been  through  an  ignorant  and  rude  state :  the  last  best 
state  of  civilization  is  that  which  the  world  is  now  approaching.  Ij.  is  expedient  thai 
all  good  citizens  should  rescue  the  world  from  the  chaos  of  superstition  resulting  from 
the  earlier  imperfect  states  of  mind.  Innate  or  inherent  and  conservative  principles 
were  instituted  by  God,  and  all  pretended  messiahs  have  to  use  them,  which  they  can- 
not conceal  nor  supersede,  therefore  they  prove  themselves  beyond  all  doubt  impostors 
in  their  use  of  God's  principles.  •  It  is  mind  that  takes  hold  of  the  whole  world,  not 
the  messiahs.  Messiahship,  to  prove  itself  conclusively,  has  to  prove  the  origination  of 
principles,  not  the  use  of  God-given.  Then  an  original  universe  had  to  be  created. 
As  no  messiahship  has  done  that,  all  are  frauds  on  mind,  for  which  God  instituted  his 
principles.     Messiahships  ought  to  be  dropped  in  decent  honest  society. 

The  actions  of  mind  refer  inherently  to  its  own  individuality,  and  must  offer  its  own 
retributive  justice  as  on  every  principle  bound,  therefore  no  blood  of  victims  ever  puri- 
fied sin  or  brushed  it  away. 
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Messiahships  then  are  the  weakest  things  ever  talked  of,  all  nonsense,  imposition 
and  fraud,  as  the  bible  records  are  all  the  same.  All  about  their  visions  and  their  third 
heavens,  or  any  heavens,  are  to  fill  up  the  vacuum  necessarily  left  respecting  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  and  aid  in  priestocracy  imposition. 

Hypocrisy  and  deceit,  sophistry  and  imposition  follow,  in  regard  to  messiahships. 

The  name  of  the  Lord  is  taken  in  vain  to  abstract  his  rights,  and  appropriate  them  to 
the  abstraction  of  the  people's  rights.  This  was  a  system  of  proxy  gotten  up  by 
priestocracy,  to  manage  the  people,  and  the  world  through  the  people.  There  can  be 
no  retribution  by  the  blood  of  another  that  is  innocent.  That  is  murder,  in  all  partici- 
pants permitting  or  enacting  it.  Where  is  the  cowardly  judiciary  that  will  not  uphold 
Go<l*s  light  and  mind^s  right  ? 

The  messiahship  is  void,  and  of  no  effect  and  virtue,  by  the  nature  of  things  in  God's 
creation.  All  such  things  are  the  speculations  ot  priests  and  preachers,  and  had  better 
be  let  alone  as  correct  appreciation  and  morals,  not  errors,  should  be  dilfused  among  tho 
world. 

Would  yoQ  swear  to  the  efficacy  of  any  messiahship  1  You  should  do  so,  if  in 
earnest ;  if  you  do  so,  you  are  perjured.  Then  if  you  did,  you  would  perjure  or  fore- 
swear yourself  But  you  and  all  the  followers  are  in  the  worst  category,  by  your  pre- 
sent and  past  affirmation.  Is  that  less  ?  W^hy  do  you  hazard  paramount  rightis,  by 
means  clearly  iniquitous,  and  surely  inefficacious  ? 

You  seek  to  be  very  good  through  irresponsible  messiahships  ;  now  then,  you  commit 
greater  sins  or  evils  in  robbing  God  of  his  attributes. 

The  position  of  the  God  of  nature  is  supreme  almighty,  that  cuts  down  all  messiahs, 
or  assistants,  as  impostors. 

If  you  acknowledge  an  Almighty,  yon  contradict  yourself  when  you  speak  of  a  mes- 
siah.  All  messiah  power  has  to  be  discarded,  as  in  the  way.  As  to  piety,  when  we 
brin<r  in  a  mediator,  it  kills  all  religion  at  once. 

^^'c  have  to  give  God  all  his  essential  attributes,  therefore  messiahships,  whether 
through  Christ,  Mahomet,  Smith,  or  Bhudd,  cannot  affect  God,  nor  avail  man,  but 
injure  all  parties.     All  such  are  nonsense  and  imposition. 

There  might  be  millions  of  messiahs,  and  the  people  spend  their  lifetime  in  devotion 
to  them,  but  their  every  step  would  put  them  further  from  religion.  The  Jew  paganism  is 
less  idolatrous  than  the  Christian.  It  was  bad  enough  with  the  priestocracy,  but  mes- 
siahships added,  are  intolerable. 

The  very  moment  you  have  to  admit  messiahship,  the  supremacy  of  God  is  dissolved, 
polytheism  of  all  kinds  runs  into  atheism.  Through  the  senses  of  mortals  ideas  come, 
and  that  proves  conclusively  the  whole  matter  forever,  as  Christ^s  and  all  messiahs* 
ideas  arose  by  their  senses,  the  sen.ses  of  their  mind-facturcrs. 

There  are  only  innate  ideas  in  the  God  of  idea  creation,  who  deals  them  to  mortals, 
through  their  senses. 

\\'hat  ignorant  botches  of  mind  the  priestocracies  were. 

Are  yon,  citizen  of  the  world,  possessed  of  the  glorious  advantages  of  progressive 
mind,  luxuriating  in  the  lights  of  philosophical  science,  stooping  so  low  as  to  vulgarize 
and  stultify  that  mind  in  all  such  superstitions  of  pretended  messiahships  ?  Are  you 
going  to  let  other  people,  clerical  or  governmental,  ruin  you,  by  bible  faith? 

Can  vfe  adopt  any  bible-people  or  heroes,  who  proved  by  their  acts  false  pretences  to 
inspiration  and  man-worship — who  were  all  messiahs  and  prophets,  whether  called 
Moses  or  Christ,  if  to  be  estimated  in  that  capacity  1  They  were  the  machinery  of  jug- 
gling impostor  priestocracies. 

If  they  were  worthy  of  worship  or  homage,  did  they  manage  the  affairs  of  the  world 
worthy  of  mind  1 

The  dramatibts  have  caused  their  hero  Christ  to  be  foiled,  ere  he  had  proceeded  but 
a  few  years  in  preaching— causing  him  to  leave,  as  the  facts  of  the  world's  history 
prove,  the  pretended  mission  unaccomplished.  Incapable  of  his  own  business,  is  he 
capable  of  managing  ours,  the  world's,  much  less  God's  ?  For  thousands  and  thousands 
of  years  such  a  thing  as  messiahship  was  never  thought  of  on  earth,  and  inadmissible 
forever  by  God,  from  the  exalted  perfection  of  Deity,  the  God  of  nature — ^then  Christ, 
the  man  of  straw,  a  fiction,  is  necessarily  an  imposition* of  the  worst  kind,  for  exposure 
of  which  the  world  ought  at  once  to  be  thankful.  If  messiah  be  not  God,  then  the  wor- 
ship is  idolatry  and  the  faith  blasphemy. 

In  God  we  exist ;  yet  although  almighty  and  omniscient,  all  wise  and  perfect,  in  all 
attributes  and  principles,  for  the  universe,  and  all  things  therein  contained,  mind  receiv- 
ing it«  God-gift,  grace  and  religion,  yet  a  pitiful  messiahship  is  advanced,  that  libels  at 
once  the  attributes  of  the  all-wisp  Almighty. 

Before  whom  art  thou,  sinner  1     B?fore  God  alone. 
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When  you  adopt  aught  else,  you  do  not  reject  all  libels  on  God's  attribntea  as  a 
solecism. 

In  the  ignorant  ages,  the  ancients  might  affect  to  talk  of  mere  nature  and  messiah- 
ship,  but  the  miserable  non-appreciation,  in  themsclTes,  made  this  a  burlesque. 

Now  science  puts  all  this  to  scorn,  as  a  fog,  at  the  least.  But  how  is  the  world  to 
get  along,  with  the  unprincipled  felons  of  society,  reckless  of  laws,  till  forced?  Surely 
not  by  making  greater  felons,  by  peculiar  faith. 

Science  of  mind  must  meet  all  this  question  properly. 

No  speculations  of  priestocracies  will  avail  here,  when  mind  has  to  use  all  the  princi- 
ples of  God.  and  most  rightly.  Were  there  ever  such  tinkers  as  these  mcssiab- 
mongers  ?  You  affect  to  have  no  libels,  but  you  idolize  your  mcssiahship,  that  is  not 
only  a  fraud  but  a  blasphemous  libel  on  God,  the  very  moment  you  utter  it.  You  do 
not  actually  know  what  you  are  doing.  When  we  speak  of  religion,  we  necessarily 
speak  of  a  subject  that  comprehends  the  world,  the  universe,  in  abeyance  to  God  the 
supreme,  as  God  is  committed,  identified  to  his  creation,  far  beyond  all  messiahships, 
that  cannot  and  never  will  touch  the  question. 

All  such  is  ignoble  trifling  of  dramatists  and  copycrs  of  dramatists.  Messiahsliips 
are  in  vain,  a  mere  mockery,  the  currency  of  priestocracies,  the  counterfeits  of 
knaves. 

Before  the  universe,  you  mcssiah-mongcrs  are  arraigned.  You  ought  to  be  rebuked 
into  utter  silence  before  that  majesty,  much  less  of  its  magnificent  Author. 

How  can  you  be  so  weak  as  to  suppose  such  a  thing  in  your  extreme  ignorance  1 
What  could  be  the  idea  of  putting  a  messiah  in  a  subordinate  planet,  far  removed  from 
the  great  centre  of  universe  systems,  when  he  would  exhaust  himself  in  an  exhaustlesd 
universe  of  suns,  ere  he  reached  the  beginning,  and  never  could  do  anything?  The 
proposed  messiah,  scanning  the  question,  might  well  say,  save  me  from  my  self-inter- 
ested friends,  the  priestocracy.  As  Christ,  &c.  did  not  scan  their  impracticable  posi- 
tion, that  furnishes  conclusive  proof  of  their  pagan  character.  When  God  finished  his 
work,  it  was  all  complete,  as  expedient. 

To  touch  it,  man,  was  thy  abortion.  Stop,  cobblers  of  mind,  and  go  no  furtlier — use 
no  more  imposition. 

Know  and  recollect  this,  that  God  could  not  part  witli  the  functions  of  universe  pre- 
servation, consistently  with  his  paramount  position  of  Creator. 

There  is  one  place  for  messiahs  where  God  is  not,  that  is  nowhere.  Many  have  be- 
lieved in  modern  messiahs. 

Why  advance  mcssiahships,  that  cannot  supersede  principles  1  Then,  if  you  make 
messiahships,  you  make  all  sins  deep  enough.  What  are  the  functions  of  mcssiahship? 
Can  it  have  one  ?  What  are  its  claims  to  immortality,  when  it  has  none  that  are  mor- 
tal or  earthly  ?     They  can  form  no  part  of  a  conservative  companion. 

All  messiahshipd  are  peculiar,  cannot  possibly  be  universal.  What  has  the  world, 
the  universe,  to  do  with  such  peculiarities?  God  is  the  creator,  and  is  tlie  only  natural 
guardian  and  patron,  from  creation  life. 

What  efiicacy  can  there  be  in  any  effete  messiahship,  when  all  the  supporters  have 
to  acknowledge  the  power  of  God's  grace,  as  sovereign.  The  dramatists  of  Jesus  are 
llms  caught,  by  his  pretended  prayer. 

The  mediator  is  not  only  needless  and  superfluous,  but  an  outrage  on  the  rights  of 
mind,  that  subordinated  even  God's  rights.  Mcssiahship  is  a  shadow,  fur  the  substance. 
How  many  Christs  and  messiahs,  how  many  peculiar  sects  and  bibles  has  the  uorld 
seen? 

And  af\«r  all  of  them,  dead  and  buried,  their  epitaph  is,  The  Curse  of  the  World — 
as  of  the  balance,  to  be  buried.  Locality  proves  all  niesesiahs  mortals,  whereas  omni* 
presence  proves  God  the  supreme  almighty. 

It  required  demonstration  of  the  messiahship  to  the  world,  the  beneficiary  of  course, 
else  it  was  not  available— certainly  not.  This  matter  of  messiahship,  all  the  biblrs 
should  prove  the  truth  essential,  without  controversy.  No  system  of  man,  how- 
ever gorgeously  disguised  by  hierarchies  and  priestocracies,  no  peculiar  system  will 
avail,  to  make  man  any  better  than  God  Almighty  created  him,  who  had  the  elements 
of  religion  at  his  first  creation.  The  best  in  all  sectarian  institutions  are  good,  despite 
of  all  their  policy,  but  no  better  than  the  best,  independent  of  all  sectarianism — that  is 
clear — and  for  the  good,  they  are  certainly  indebted  to  monotheism.  Appearances  and 
assumptions  are  most  with  some  people — much,  indeed,  of  the  world — that  cannot  ana- 
lyze much  of  the  affairs  of  life. 

It  is  with  many  such,  that  demagogues  of  all  kinds,  political  and  otherwise,  have  such 
influence. 

When  God  created  the  universe,  he  then  completed  it  perfectly.     IIow  then  could  a 
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nessiah,  and  he  subsequent  to  creation ,  be  avaOable?  The  thing,  as  an  impossibility 
and  utter  absurdity,  is  the  lowest  imposition. 

God^s  creation  birthright  to  all  minds,  forecloses,  as  principal,  all  substitutes  or  mes- 
siahs,  as  alien  and  inefficient.  From  the  very  nature  of  things,  there  can  be  no  mes- 
aiahships. 

Messiahships  aSect  mnch ;  yet  do  nothing. 

No  one  that  was  born,  lived,  and  died,  as  mortal,  can  be  a  messiah.  That  is  impos- 
sible. It  is  man-worship — ^is  criminal  idolatry.  We  cannot  mistake  the  God  of  nature 
nor  his  laws ;  we  cannot,  therefore,  know  any  mediation)  which  is  too  small  a  business 
for  the  Almighty  of  the  universe. 

This  w^ords  of  any  sectarian  master  are  dangerous. 

God  needed  nono  to  perfect  his  attributes,  as  messiahship  implies !  The  ungodly 
object  wa«  abstraction  from  God  and  man,  by  priestocracy.  If  ye  love  God  ye  cannot 
adore  any  other  as  a  substitute,  for  he  is  the  one  perfect  God^ 

Do  you  stupidly  pretend  to  an  intercessor  and  yet  commit  yourself,  claiming  that 
God  is  responsible  for  all  Uiat  is  necessarily  incident  to  our  creation  ?  Think  rightly  in 
all  this  comprehension,  not  as  a  vassal,  but  as  possessed  of  an  iftimortal  rational  soul. 
Let  us  ask  you,  as  a  free  and  intelligent  mind,  how  childish  it  was  to  pretend  to  think 
t)f  declaring  God's  power  on  earth,  when  the  universe  most  sublimely  declared  it 
What  had  the  earth  done  thousands  of  years  before  the  messiah,  but  for  mind  ?  That 
is  the  only  living  witness  and  fact. 

The  messiah  tinkers  could  not  analyze  the  brain,  and  yet  stupidly  push  their  preten- 
sions on  the  world.     They  are  not  only  pagan  but  fanatical. 

To  have  a  messiah  docs  carry  not  out  the  legitimate  functions  of  mind,  stops  short 
thereof. 

Messiahs  are  useless  cattle  like  priests,  in  the  way  of  mind's  parity.  Of  course  the 
peculiar  people  had  peculiar  judgment  to  know  their  messiah,  who  could  not  be  defined 
by  the  pretended  prophecies,  else  Jews  would  have  known  and  appropriated  him  as 
i>eculiar^  The}'  have  decided  that  he  has  not  come.  Of  course  all  that  prophecy  pre- 
tended, as  all  others,  to  of  him  to  them,  is  false.  What  is  all  such  peculiar  faith  worth 
that  the  priestocracy  had  to  dispense  ?  Prophecy  has  to  be  prophccied  of  to  be  valid. 
Bible-bigot  sophistry  hangs  on  affiliation  and  collusion. 

What  sane  mind  can  think  of  giving  a  j)08itive  good  for  imaginary  pretensions,  at 
best  only  temporal  1 

The  jurisdiction  should  have  been  proved  pre-existing  and  acting,  not  subsequent 
There  can  be  no  preservation  distinct  from  pre-existing  creation.  It  is  a  perfect 
absurdity,  to  think  otherwise.  Having  no  power  over  creation,  it  is  criminal  to  propose 
messiahship  as  essential  to  any  of  its  forms.  When  you  speak  of  a  messiah  a  peculiar 
messenger  to  a  peculiar  people,  spoken  of  in  a  peculiar  record  or  bible,  you  are  neces- 
sarily estopped  forever  from  referring  to  any  but  the  peculiar  god.  You  may  be  sure 
t>f  their  object,  that  the  tale  is  peculiar  and  invests  faith  with  peculiar  false 
{)retences. 

Investigation  discloses  supreme  contempt  for  all  messiabs  ;  supreme  love,  admiration 
«ind  adoration  of  God  the  creator — and  due  respect  for  mind,  the  embodied  soul  or  spirit 

Messialtships  never  have  approached  the  majority  of  the  world ;  but  the  Creator  acts 
Kin  all  minds  of  the  universe. 

Would  you,  impious  blasphemer,  exclude  his  holy  influence  ?  Yes,  impotent,  im- 
^cile  deceiver,  you  would  if  you  could.  If  the  messiah,  a  mere  man  of  straw,  did 
tiot  speculate,  the  managers  did  and  do,  and  their  drama  is  protracted  beyound  credu- 
lity's age. 

It  has  committed  blasphemy  to  God,  treason  to  mind,  perpetrated  the  deepest  frauds, 
;and  executed  the  most  ignominious  tyrannies.  How  do  you  know  the  true  from  the 
false  messiah  ?    We  know  of  no  distinction. 

They  are  all  suspicious  as  counterfeit  We  can  know  no  messiah,  while  we  know 
the  God  of  the  universe. 

The  true  from  the  peculiar  god  is  known  by  the  universe  of  the  first  when  all  effects 
are  referable  to  causes,  and  all  are  honestly  referred  to  the  first  great  cause. 

We  must  not  permit,  as  it  is  not  worth  while  to  attempt  the  position  partially.  If  God 
^as  ever  so  imbecile,  he  would  have  hardly  told  mortals — ^that  is  clear.  The  priests  only 
heard  the  voice  of  peculiar  gods,  worked  by  their  own  peculiar  mercenary  machinery. 
Bigots  of  superstition  do  not  know  when  they  have  no  ground  or  platform  to  stand  on ; 
they  speak  of  love  to  a  messiah,  when  that  messiah  cannot  exist  before  the  supreme 
Crod  of  the  universe,  that  recognises  effect  and  cause,  from  the  least  to  the  great  first 
cause,  that  rises  in  unity  the  more  he  is  appreciated.  The  admission  of  devil  or  mes- 
siah is  suicidal  to  God,  that  is  to  all  mind's  peculiar  pretences  and  conceptions  of  God. 
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An  elevated  moral  sense  will  not  permit  raessiahship,  which  is  but  another  name  for 
old  priestocracies  time  out  of  mind.  The  lowest  standard  of  morals  and  undeveloped 
mind,  is  messiahship.  God  Almighty  is  the  standard  of  morals — all  else  is  low  and 
imperfect,  vulgar  indeed. 

As  we  believe  in  the  supreme  God  of  Nature,  we  cannot  honorably  believe  in  any 
messiah. 

Is  there  any  intelligent,  well-meaning  person,  that  would  wish  to  see  free  persons 
vassals,  to  the  degradation  of  messiahships  ?     Then,  why  urge  them  ? 

More  than  the  God  of  unity  does  not  benefit  but  confuses  nature,  and  renders  ber 
imbecile  and  impotent,  and  confounds  all  principles  of  justice.  That  confusion  has  been 
too  seriously  proved,  in  this  world  that  has  bled  at  every  pore. 

There  can  be  no  greater  tinkering  than  messiahship — the  merest  retrograde  step  in 
the  world's  morals. 

That  folly  and  crime  should  be  done  with  forever.  Messiahship  impiously  removes  us 
farthest  from  God. 

A  man's  piety  is  condemned  by  truth,  if  in  messiahships.  As  to  injury,  where 
none  is  hurt  by  leaving  all  to  God*s  principles,  billions  are  injured  and  relatively  rained 
by  messiahships. 

When  we  leave  principles,  we  leave  the  path  of  safety.  On  them,  all  God-sufficieot, 
we  can  rely.     All  messiahships  detract  that  much  from  the  character  of  deity. 

The  first  false  messiah,  that  is  the  second  pretended  messiah,  was  hailed  as  the  true 
one  by  the  Jews,  millions  of  whom  would  have  perjnred  themselves  on  that  position. 

One  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  Mahometans  do  perjure  themselves  this  day,  that 
Mahomet  is  the  true  prophet. 

Millions  of  Christians,  in  the  sacrament,  perjure  themselves  about  Christ.  And  so 
of  all  other  pagans.  Paganism  is  a  perjury.  Now  we  know  what  inquisitions  of  des- 
potism, the  foulest  blot  on  the  world,  were  established  for,  most  hostile  to  rational  mind. 

If  there  be  any  divine  mission  to  the  world  or  mind,  it  ought  to  be  clearly  and  satis- 
factorily proved — conclusively  so,  else  it  will  be  truly  considered  an  imposition,  and 
very  low  and  vulgar  at  that.  God  could  make  all  his  missions  clear  and  satisfactory. 
As  he  is  immutable,  he  would  certainly  not  give  two  covenants,  when  he  had  griven 
mind  the  only  recipient.  God  has  forethought,  not  afterthought)  which  decides  and 
proves  man's  position. 

God's  works  represent  him,  but  who  authenticates  any  other  credentials  ?  Do  the 
works  which  prove  a  Creator,  prove  any  more  ?  Certainly  not.  Man?s  writings  are 
too  small  for  God.  What  a  superb  idea  to  have  the  feelings  by  messiahship,  and  that 
messiahship  disproved  by  the  non-existence  of  the  messiah  I  The  doctrine  of  redemp- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  demoralizing,  ungodly,  and  irreligious.  When  we  declare  mes- 
siahships, we  lop  off  so  much  of  the  attribute  of  Almighty. 

If  we  allow  God  to  be  almighty,  we  contradict  ourselves  at  once  in  all  our  senses,  the 
only  avenue  for  reason  by  imaginary  messiahs.  Here  then  is  the  force  of  bible  assertion, 
most  worthless.  The  veriest  ignorance  of  God's  conservative  principles  substituted 
vicegerents,  assistants,  and  messiahs  for  them.  God  would  not  let  us  mistake  the  right 
position  if  we  would.  The  preserver  is  identified  with  the  Creator,  and  it  is  a  libel  on 
God  to  pretend  otherwise.  No  abstract  doctrine  of  the  Creator  will  answer,  when  the 
least  of  all  messiahships  is  needed. 

We  are  after  the  superior  obligations  of  social  relations,  the  supreme  standard  of  religion. 

Detract  from  the  Creator  one  iota,  and  you  that  much  become  atheistical.  You  must 
yield  all  the  attributes  of  God,  to  know  that  he  reigns  supreme.  He  never  could  have 
been  the  Almighty,  had  messiahship  been  the  least  constituent  in  his  existence.  The 
messiahship  cannot  supersede  principles.  Principles  must  bo  totally  inefficient  in  thr 
universe,  ere  messiaships  can  take  effect,  and  that  only  constitutes  most  absurdly  a  new 
creator  on  opinion.  We  have  not  an  iota  of  proof,  that  the  first  principle  has  been 
defective.  On  the  contrary,  we  believe  most  conscientiously,  that  the  universe  is  as 
valid  as  ever,  and  that  its  Creator  is  perfectly  so.  Before  such  testimony  the  whole 
priestocracy  ought  to  be  silent,  as  by  it  they  are  disgraced.  Everything  points  to  the 
unity  of  God,  tnroughout  the  universe.  Who  knows  what  he  is  talking  of,  about  mes- 
siahship ?  You  may  have  the  universe  full  of  gods  and  messiahs  pretended,  a  diversity 
of  pagan  idolatry,  yet  there  is  their  supreme  of  his  own  creation.  Destroy  the  rela- 
tions of  supremacy  tetween  the  Creator  and  creation,  and  there  is  an  end  to  the  universe. 
So  messiahships,  like  all  other  priests'  work,  miracles,  &c.,  are  any  other  than  godly 
and  conservative,  for  all  are  evil  and  destructive.  But  this  the  bible-mongers  could 
not  see ;  for  when  they  forged  and  smuggled  bibles,  science  of  course  was  in  disrepute. 

Mind  will  triumph  through  the  press,  one  of  mind's  inspirations,  that  has  been  m 
operation  over  four  hundred  years,  which  is  more  potent  than  all  messiahshijis. 
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Who  can  possibly  advance  any  messiahship  on  the  faith  of  the  old  testament,  which 
says  expressly  that  "  the  fathers  shall  not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children,  neither  shall 
the  children  be  put  to  death  for  the  fathers.  Every  man  shall  be  put  to  death  for  his 
own  sin/'    The  old  testament  kills  the  new,  and  godliness  kills  both. 

There  can  be  no  vicarious  atonement  by  any  blood,  as  that  vitiates  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding: by  a  greater  crime  ;  the  nearer  it  be  pretended  to  God,  the  worst  guilt,  as  the 
Almighty  is  perfect  in  all  his  attributes. 

Nothing  intermediate  or  mediatorial,  should  estrange  or  separate  us  from  God.  For 
the  mesaiah  Christ,  some  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  have  doubtless  been  destroyed. 
For  some  of  the  24  other  messiahs,  one,  the  first,  Caziba  or  Barcbocheba,  the  Jews 
themselves  allow,  in  their  war  against  the  Romans  in  his  defence,  they  lost  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  souls. — Buck,  We  should  think  the  Jews  by  this  time,  were  tired  of 
messiahs,  especially  a  peculiar  faith,  the  hot-bed  of  such  vicious  nurture.  For  David 
«l  David  of  Persia,  who  was  beheaded,  vast  numbers  of  the  Jews  were  butchered  for 
taking  part  with  this  impostor.  *^  Ten  false  christs  arose  in  the  twelfth  century,  aiid 
brought  prodigious  calamities  and  destruction  upon  the  Jews  in  the  various  quarters  of 
the  world."    The  civilization  of  mind  only  saves  the  world  from  analagous  scenes  now. 

The  year  1666,  was  the  cause  of  much  deception,  of  course  from  the  bible.  Sevi  set 
np  for  a  messiah,  and  his  history  shows  how  easily  he  procured  an  fllias  or  forerunner, 
and  deluded  followers.  ''*'  Four  hundred  men  and  women  prophecied  of  his  growing 
kingdom."  When  he  could  not  perform  a  miracle,  the  people  lied  about  seeing  a  pillar 
of  fire,  "  and  after  some  had  affirmed  to  it,  others  were  ready  to  swear  to  it,  and  did 
swear  it  also,  and  this  was  presently  believed  by  the  Jews  of  that  city."  Most  of  the 
Jews  of  Europe  flocked  to  him. 

The  most  absurd  lies  were  told  of  him,  when  he  was  exposed  as  an  impostor — to 
uphold  the  faith,  though  he  turned  Turk  !  But  the  first  was  so  obscure,  that  the  false- 
hood Y^as  sprung  upon  the  world,  before  it  knew  of  him.  The  doctrine  of  mediation 
was  not  at  all  original  with  christians,  for  it  was  old  as  Hesiod.  Mediation  was  one  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  times.  Plato  speaks  of  demons  as  interpreters  between  men  and 
gods. 

Demons  were  a  favorite  idea,  who  were  looked  upon  as  angels  good  or  bad.  They 
were  messengers,  of  whom  Mercury  was  chief,  as  a  god.  This  is  the  doctrine  among 
the  Bhuddists,  who  have  their  ninth  incarnation  in  Bhudd.  Messiahship  is  a  work  of 
^supererogation,  and  that  God  does  not  do.  His  works  are  done  when  created.  Inter- 
mediates are  the  work  of  the  priestocracy.  All  messiabships  are  effects,  not  causes, 
hence  not  effectual. 

The  messiabships  involve  all  difficulties  of  truth :  around  this  is  the  armor  of  the 
priestocracy,  whose  forte  is  the  most  Jesuitical,  sophistry  has  played. 

All  messiabships  and  their  priestocracy  imply  an  imperfection  in  deity,  who  is  proved 
to  be  perfect  by  the  harmony  and  unity  of  the  universe,  therefore  the  first  are  imposi- 
tions on  false  pretences,  and  must  be  silenced  by  time  and  truth.  If  they  survive  now, 
it  is  all  the  monument  of  mind^s  imperfection  and  impurity,  cupidity  and  folly.  All 
messiabships  are  the  fictions  of  sophistry.  What  is  to  save  souls  ?  Not  the  priest- 
ocracy, but  the  creator,  who  is  necessarily  preserver  and  savior.  But  how  about  the 
messiahship  ?  As  about  any  other  imposition,  except  that  it  is  an  infamous  blasphemy, 
a  nullity,  a  creation,  a  fiction  of  perverted  mind  of  the  corrupt  priestocracy. 

But  as  to  God's  promises  ?  They  are  recorded  in  the  universe.  As  to  any  peculiar 
god,  Jew  or  any  other,  that  is  too  degraded  for  the  world  to  think  of.  All  such  are  not 
worth  the  paper  printed  on,  as  they  are  all  spurious.  Are  you  issuing  counterfeits'? 
You  are  then  a  felon,  and  as  God  and  mind  are  to  be  cheated,  you  are  an  infamous 
blasphemer.  All  such  pretended  promises  in  any  bible  of  peculiar  faith,  are  those  of  the 
same  gentry.  As  all  they  call  his  word,  which  is  theirs,  fall  to  the  ground,  all  contained 
therein,  so  self-contradictory  and  imbecile,  are  annihilated. 

What  is  asserted  of  messiahship,  is  an  imposition,  and  therefore  nothing.  The  bible 
is  a  libel  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  to  enable  the  detestable  priestocracy  to  pretend 
that  their  peculiar  god  was  something.  The  messiah  is  the  blasphemous  usurper  of  his 
rights,  the  roaohmery  of  knavish  priestocracy,  to  dupe  the  world's  blockheads.  One 
star  for  the  messiah,  speaking  astrologically .  Now  astrology  is  as  baseless  as  messiah- 
ship— both  have  gone  to  the  land  of  shadows.  The  amiable  priestocracy  tried  to  appro- 
priate every  thing  to  their  unholy  and  ungodly  purposes.  No  matter  the  blasphemy, 
provided  they  fooled  the  people  and  got  the  iniquitous  results.  Whereas  the  universe 
of  staiB  belonged  to  God,  not  one  to  any  one  else.  Not  one  star  could  be  monopolized 
by  these  gentry,  no  more  than  mossiahiship  could  be  ushered  into  this  world  by  such 
boobies  or  grannies.  Their  devil  is  a  successful  rival  to  their  peculiar  god,  and  their 
messiah  is  his  competitor,  all  chimeras  in  companionship  of  a  corrupt  and  ignorant 
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imagination  of  a  debased  and  ignominious  clique.  All  messiahships  detract  that  mach 
from  God,  who  is  perfect.  Tbe  priestocracy  hare  spoilt  ail  they  touched.  By  making 
man  fall,  their  peculiar  god  fell,  and  the  devil  outdid  him.  By  botching  their  creation  a 
second  time^  they  killed  their  demi-god  mortal,  then  reason  and  truth  kill  tlicm  dead. 
The  messiah  had  nothing  to  give,  beyond  a  mortal :  of  course  it  was  a  false  pObiiKn. 
Which  was  worse,  the  conception  of  the  idea  of  a  messiah,  or  tbe  sophistry  necessarily 
enlisted  in  its  support  ?  Do  1  believe  history  ?  Yes,  that  which  is  authentic.  N\  liy 
not  believe  that  about  Christ,  the  messiah  ?  Because  that  is  story,  not  liiatory,  aiul  i; 
makes  out  the  case  of  Christ  the  impostor.  "  • 

All  such  is  not  history  of  a  world's  light.  Christ  railed  at  the  Jewish  priestocner, 
only  clianging  one  kind  of  sectarianism  for  another,  himself  ordaining  his  own,  as  ^(n  t^- 
rian  and  corrupt,  as  any  in  the  world.  All  sectarianism  is  corrupt,  and  all  that  peculur 
faith  furnishes  is  sectarianism.  Instead  of  rectifying  all  these  petty  exploded  pretcncj-s, 
this  is  nut  now  the  era  for  the  conflicts  and  antagonisms  of  world  s  pecoliar  faiths,  bui 
that  of  the  triumph,  the  illustrious  triumph,  of  rational  mind  and  religion,  the  world's  best 
institutions.     Why  do  these  abominations  keep  back  mind  from  its  created  funrtioiK^  ? 

Polytheism  has  flourished  in  all  her  diversified  silliness,  and  her  faith  is  still  such 
diversity.  It  might  be  astonishing  to  think,  that  wise  people  that  investigate,  can  be 
deceived  by  any  of  her  diversities,  were  it  not  notorious  that  it  is  not  investigation  that 
the  world  institutes,  but  blind  credulity  they  call  faith,  put  in  the  priestocracy,  who  lie  to 
it  all  the  time.  The  church  audience  do  not  investigate  peculiar  faith  or  church  faith, 
they  sleep  while  the  preacher  lies.  Now  it  is  positively  so,  that  all  polytheism  ami 
atheism  can  ever  say,  cannot  contain  one  word  of  truth  against  monotheism.  Yet  all 
their  absurd  blasphemy  is  perpetually  bandied  about  by  the  gulled  sovereigns.  The 
greatest  of  all  earthly  characters  should  be  conservative  revolutionists,  who  call  the 
people  to  principles  God  establislied,  and  who  defend  them  with  their  best  abilities. 

It  is  perfect  nonsense,  the  party  exposes  itself  to  the  worst  species  of  fanaticism  to 
talk  of  loving  an  impostor,  an  object  unworthy  of  adoration,  love  or  respect.  There  is 
no  high-mindedness  in  all  this. 

What  miserable  bad  morals  is  it,  let  alone  religion,  to  speak  of  Christ  as  a  savior,  and 
not  possibly  be  able  to  prove  his  mission  authentic.  How  can  you  love,  whom  you 
cannot  respect?  How  can  you  love  an  impostor  Christ?  Prove  him  a  messiah,  and  I 
will  obey,  but  all  commit  themselves  to  perjury  otlierwise.  Vicegercntships  are  failun's, 
as  despotisms  are  worthless.  Society  is  so  dove-tailed,  that  tlie  world  has  to  investigate 
for  itself  or  be  often  deceived. 

There  are  some  things  that  no  man  can  speak  of  as  first  principles,  messiahships ;  if 
he  do,  he  commits  himself  to  perjury  most  conclusively  and  absolutely. 

Analysis  gives  the  theory  of  the  middle  men  go-betweens,  when  all  peculiar  faith 
was  for  state  and  personal  peculiar  interests  and  purposes.  No  wonder  the  Jew  fhri^ 
tians  had  to  have  a  messiah,  since  their  petty  peculiar  overseer  god  was  so  incompeterit 
to  their  creation.  He  could  not  manage  as  a  God  one  flat  four-cornered  eartii  and  hi!> 
half  a  globe  of  heavens.  He  could  deluge  the  flat  trencher,  but  he  could  not  touch  the 
fishes,  he  could  not  ^rown  or  burn  these.  Why  ?  Because  their  creator  protected  all 
them.     0  stupid  dramatists ! 

This  proves  positively  if  such  were  needed,  that  there  was  a  God  above  all  Jfw 
ethics  ;  and  that  the  real  savior  was  one,  that  all  sectarians  could  not  know  of  or  tuI- 
garize.  Now  the  messiah  that  was  efficient,  could  never  have  been  located  on  earth, 
for  the  God  of  creation  whom  he  came  to  assist,  is  the  first  great  cause  of  the  uDiTeri»e. 
He  was  needed  at  the  holy  centre. 

All  the  christs  and  messiahs  could  not  adopt  God^s  laws  as  mortals.  Then  tiiey  weit^ 
not  messiahs  or  christs  of  any  availability ;  there  can  be  none  where  God  is.  ^^  '^ 
utterly  impossible.  God  actually  prevents  any  messiahship.  Religion  holds  all  such 
most  contemptible,  as  the  lowest  of  all  radicalism,  rowdyism ;  none  but  the  stupid  bmii-s 
of  the  corrupt  priestocracy  could  have  thought  of  or  devised  such. 

Revive  the  messiah  !  ^fVhat  messiah  ?  There  can  be  none,  from  the  natare  of  the 
universe.  After  all  the  metaphysics,  the  sophistry,  bigotry  and  superstition  of  lh« 
ancients,  the  moderns  have  to  discard  all  self-impesched,  peculiar  faith,  views,  and 
learn  of  cause  and  eflfect  the  word  and  deed  of  the  Creator,  who  and  what  man  is?  1* 
you  do  not  do  this,  you  inevitably  ask  mind  to  be  tory  to  its  God,  just  all  thai  nuchtbat 
jrou  ask  for  a  messiah.  The  priestocracy  might  as  well  have  asked  a  messiah  to  oatore 
m  general,  to  all  her  universal  operations,  as  to  man. 

Open  the,  door  for  this  pretence  and  the  whole  flood  of  evils  will  arise,  from  whicl"' 
will  take  the  noblest  exertion  of  mind  to  rescue  the  world.  Who  has  forgotten  tijesalc 
of  indulgences,  that  caused  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome  to  be  built,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  commission  of  the  worst  of  crimes?     This  is  the  way  that  purgatory  was  la- 
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Tented,  to  reap  the  harvest  of  money  by  getting  souls  out  of  it.  What  else  than  power 
to  raise  money  was  the  object  of  all  such  ? 

The  Tcry  definition  of  providence,  who  sees  beforehand  with  universal  foresight, 
omniscience,  cuts  short  all  the  false  pretences  of  messiahship.  The  balance  is  left  to 
the  especial  providence  of  mind,  that  must  use  the  universal  conservative  principles. 
All  messiahships  are  false  pretences  that  bring  much  retributive  justice.  Ihe  parties 
oupfht  to  be  punished  by  the  adequate  penalty. 

But  the  messiahship  represents  the  new  covenant,  its  advocates  claim.  That  defeats 
its  own  pretension,  for  the  newer  the  covenant  the  more  estranged  from  God,  who  only 
luide  one  at  creation,  and  that  with  universal  mind. 

What  was  not  only  the  world,  but  the  universe,  doing,  from  the  creation  of  the  same 
to  the  millions  of  years,  when  Christ  is  assumed  to  have  come  ? 

What  all  since  have  done  relied  on  the  Creator. 

There  can  be  no  mediator,  by  the  nature  of  things,  in  justice  to  the  Almighty,  who  is 
omniscient.     His  principles  do  all  for  us  entirely. 

All  who  have  to  do  with  man's  gods  and  mediators,  are  not  self-sustained,  but  require 
pc.:'iiliar  teaching,  that  utterly  destroys  their  credit  at  once. 

God  alone  is  self-evident;  all  else  is  trash,  unwortliy  the  notice  of  an  honorable  soul. 

All  tlic  spiritual  knockings  are  a  part  and  parcel  of  all  this  machinery,  are  as  a  tub 
to  the  whale,  the  people.     What  a  rotten  cause,  to  ask  for  such  frauds  to  prop  it  up. 

Do  you  believe  in  Christ,  Mahomet,  Joe  Smith  or  Tinkers,  as  prophets  ?  Then  you 
do  not  believe  in  the  God  of  the  universe,  that  has  no  such  aids  of  a  degraded  priestoc- 
racy.  If  Christ  came  myriads  of  years  afler  creation  of  mind,  then  what  need  of  any 
mission,  as  the  intermediate  time  could  not  be  possibly  filled  up  by  him,  thus  proving 
himself  as  unworthy  as  imperfect,  in  time  and  functions,  for  if  the  world  needed  him,  so 
would  the  balance  of  the  universe. 

The  most  effectual  criticism  that  destroys  Christ  and  all  his  pretences  is,  that  he  did 
not  represent  God  Almighty  of  the  universe,  for  he  truly  misrepresented  principles.  In 
regard  to  his  carrying  the  sword  into  the  family,  setting  the  family  at  variance,  that 
incontestibly  proves  him  alien  to  God,  because  alien  to  principles,  as  they  cannot  clash, 
and  hence  no  persons,  much  less  those  of  the  same  family,  can  be  in  antagonism.  He 
represented  that  same  little  peculiar  Jew  god  of  one  earth,  and  that  a  four-cornered  plane, 
resting  on  pillars,  somewhere  in  the  dreams  of  the  contemptible  priestocracy. 

Christ  could  not  come  op  to  the  demand,  much  less  the  excellence  or  sublimity  of 
principles.  They  prove  a  god  of  the  universe,  are  self-evident,  and  disprove  all  others 
iis  the  basest  impostors. 

It  will  not  be  twelve  months  before  the  whole  world  will  come  to  this,  if  treated 
aright.     It  will  be  for  the  immortal  felicity  of  all  to  do  so. 

Stations  of  the  world  have  not  heard  of  Christ  and  such,  that  being  a  proof  of  their 
utter  inutility,  for  God  can  be  self-evident  to  all  nations,  in  some  way  of  mind-apprecia- 
tion. The  more  civilized  the  more  they  will  appreciate  him,  as  possessed  of  perfect 
wisdom  and  reason,  judgment,  consistency  and  goodness,  not  of  peculiar  faith  at  all,  as 
he  presides  over  mind  or  soul  universal.  A  mere  world-messiah  is  most  perfectly  pre- 
posterous, as  that  implies  the  supreme  necessity  for  a  universal  one,  that  is  the  work  of 
supererogation,  if  possible,  with  a  perfect  creator.  Any  advocate  of  a  world-messiah 
positively  disbelivcs  in  the  perfection  of  a  universe  creator,  or  falsifies  his  knowledge 
of  the  subject  treated  on. 

The  pretences  of  vicarious  atonement  are  at  variance  with  the  immutable  principles 
and  laws  of  nature.  All  that  can  be  asked  of  Ctirist  is,  was  he  anything  to  mind  uni- 
versal ?  As  he  was  subsequent,  he  is  clearly  an  impostor.  Cause  and  effect  prove  the 
God  of  the  universe,  that  depends  on  conservative  principles,  that  characterize  an 
Almighty. 

Christ  was  a  false  messiah,  as  a  false  prophet.  Impeach  Christ  t  Yes,  most  suc- 
cessfully, in  the  basest  thefl  in  the  world,  that  of  religion,  and  the  worst  of  libels  on  the 
Creator  for  his  perfection ;  for  the  most  superstitious  view  of  religion,  in  giving  false 
pretences*  for  miracles,  a  total  impossibility.  As  a  part  of  the  priestocracy,  was  he 
honest  or  truthful  1  He,  as  they,  is  heinously,  by  his  very  position  in  the  category  of 
base  conspiracy  on  man's  rights  and  God's  functions. 

Down,  impious  and  sacrilegious  world  and  deity-infringer !  When  Mark,  in  his  last 
chapter,  speaks  for  a  Christ,  a  man  of  straw,  surely  the  people  are  deluded,  for  the 
whole  position  is  base  and  iniquitously  false.  All  such  peculiar  faith  bigots  are  the 
most  cnminal,  keeping  the  world  in  vicious  ignorance,  preventing  investigation  by  their 
degraded  libels  on  religion,  mind  and  deity.  Their  peculiar  faith  is  a  libel  on  religion, 
while  all  of  deity  is  self-evident  and  unapproachable  to  such  impostors. 

For  eighteen  centuries  the  christian  faith  has  been  dividing  and  subdividing  the  worlds 
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and  agitating  the  worst  human  passions,  not  allaying,  but  exciting  them.  Thus  all  other 
peculiar  faiths  proportionately. 

To  nurture  one  peculiar  faith  is  a  nuisance  to  the  world,  and  the  people  have  to  act 
necessarily  in  their  own  self-defence.  Can  there  be  any  worse  morals,  when  the  fathers 
of  the  church  are  appealed  to  prop  them  up,  and  to  do  so  with  falsehoods  and  the  state- 
ment from  the  chief  of  them,  for  its  justification  ? 

The  world  does  not  want  lies,  but  truth  and  honesty.  It  does  not  need  a  church  of  one- 
sided sophistry,  but  proper  associations  for  discussion  of  facts,  not  peculiar  faith,  but 
religion,  and  has  no  excuse  at  all,  when  it  has  from  the  foundation  of  the  univerbe, 
monotheism. 

To  get  at  the  supposed  orthodoxy,  the  house  is  divided.  This  is  Christianity,  and,  by 
its  own  showing,  must  fall,  for  it  is  all  sectarianism.  We  do  not  want  such  degradation 
to  mind  ;  but,  as  freemen,  let  us  choose  the  facts,  not  be  forced  by  an  irresponsible  set 
of  priestocracy  to  decide  for  us. 

The  sectarianism  of  Christ,  or  his  makers  rather,  cannot  face  the  religion  of  prin- 
ciples. 

Conservative  principles,  ever  since  the  creation  of  the  universe,  have  been  protecting 
that  universe  physically,  morally,  and  religiously  ;  how,  then,  could  anything  be  want- 
ing in  the  plan  or  system  of  a  perfect  God  to  all  this?  How  could  more  be  done  ? 
The  thing  is  utterly  preposterous.  The  secret  is,  the  priestocracy  had  to  live,  and  this 
lie  had  to  be  supported,  or  these  gentry  had  to  be  annihilated.  Let  them  be,  says  the 
righteous  verdict  of  rationality.  All  the  peculiar  bibles  were  written  to  deceive.  Ho 
is  very  stupid  now,  not  to  know  all  that.  What  else  were  they  for,  but  to  defraud 
mind  1  How  could  they  be  believed,  if  they  were  rationally  analyzed  1  They  were 
written  by  liars,  and  have  to  be  propagated  hy  liars  all  the  time.  There  are  no  attested 
miracles,  nor  prophecies,  but  are  the  false  pretences  of  most  ignorant  priestocracy,  who 
did  not,  of  course,  even  know  natural  phenomena.  'Tis  the  highest  test  of  religiou,  to 
expose  the  peculiar  faith  of  the  priestocracy. 

Christ  could  not  possibly  use  aught  but  of  God^s  created  elements,  social,  moral  and 
religious. 

But  Christ,  having  performed  such  miracles,  is  entitled  to  the  position  claimed;  If 
he  performed  them,  he  is. 

Who  endorses  them  ?  Those  who  lie  for  him.  Their  ipse  dixit  must  be  taken,  ere 
the  faith  be  maintained.  But  the  writers  are  pirates  on  religion,  to  deceive  the  people. 
Can  the  endorsement  of  pirates  be  taken  ?  and  that  when  inalienable  rights  are  to  be 
bartered  away? 

All  the  pretended  messiahs  and  prophets  cannot  begin  to  be  compared  with  George 
Washington,  the  universally  acknowledged  father  of  his  country. 

There  is  no  such  thing  in  the  economy  of  the  universe  as  messiahship  or  peculiar 
faith,  as  they  reflect  the  fractions  of  eternity,  a  tiling  utterly  impossible,  and,  of  course, 
cannot  belong  to  the  world  as  a  component  of  the  universe.  All  rational  minds  should 
know  what  they  are  about,  else  they  may  commit  themselves  to  blasphemy.  If  God  is 
established,  that  was  enough ;  and  if  man,  that  was  superfluous,  and  must  be  abrogated 
as  peculiarisms. 

All  but  exploded  bigots  can  see  this.     Religion  is  to  meet  all  the  drafts  of  mind. 

If  there  ever  was  such  a  being  as  Christ,  say,  docs  not  his  death  bespeak  the  result 
of  principles  avenging  God's  holy  perfection  on  his  blasphemy  ?  What  do  we  see  but 
the  hideous,  blasphemous,  monstrous  caricature  of  God  and  man  ? 

As  God's  function  is  not  procreation  but  creation,  and  as  the  man  Joseph  found  his 
wife  pregnant  without  his  knowledge,  according  to  these  writers  of  their  new  testament, 
mind  that  is  rational,  not  deranged,  must  pronounce  the  issue  illegitimate  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  by  all  the  principles  of  physiology,  and  principles  that  are  the  word  of 
God,  the  highest  of  creation.  No !  God  is  ignominiously  libeled,  most  grossly  imposed 
upon  by  the  heinous  fraud  of  the  priestocracy,  heinous  for  the  adoption  and  imposition 
on  the  world.  'Tis  needless  for  any  mind  to  speculate,  demur,  cavil  or  spunge,  on  life's 
existence,  that  is  self-evident,  having  principles  of  existence  as  well  moral  as  physical, 
as  religious  as  rational,  and  not  be  held  amenable  to  them,  *Tis  too  late  in  the  day. 
The  people  will  take  it  into  their  hands,  that  all  minds  must  be  rational  as  faithful,  a3 
faithful  as  religious  ;  that  rationality  as  religion  is  part  of  existence,  and  can  never  be 
separated ;  that  both  are  mind's  functions,  and  in  good  the  only  faith  must  be  consecrated 
by  exercise. 

Christ  or  his  authors  said,  a  house  divided  cannot  stand ;  therefore,  peculiar  faith,  the 
division  usurping,  will  not,  cannot.  Do  you  doubt  it  ?  Myriads  of  such,  more  than 
nations  even,  have  gone,  and  all  the  balance  are  but  diversifled  editions.  As  you  cannot 
serve  two  masters,  therefore  God  rules  out  Christ  and  all  such  pretenders.     Rational 
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mind  cannot  have  but  ono  God  as  one  universe,  otherwise  it  would  have  to  travel  beyond ; 
but  it  is  estopped  ere  it  begins.  So  unity  of  God  is  eternally  fixed,  self-evidently  de- 
fined. All  others  go  with  their  devils  and  all  their  divines;  they  cannot *go  with  the 
supreme  unless  repentant,  and  be  introduced  by  monotheism  that  represents  the  God  of 
the  universe.  All  the  worshippers  of  the  other  are  pagans  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
no  more  or  less ;  therefore  all  the  powers  of  inquisitions  to  prevent  their  exposure. 

Do  you  seek  religion  ?  Then  you  must  seek  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth. 

Do  you  seek  faith,  the  whole  faith,  and  nothing  but  the  faith,  then  truth,  reason,  faith 
and  religion,  are  indissolubly  united  forever. 

A  mongrel  breed  is  it?  Whenever  a  person  premises  a  savior  different  from  the 
unity  of  the  creator,  he  commits  himself  to  the  worst  stultification  of  mind.  Let  not 
this  packed  commission  of  electioneering  disturb  the  equanimity  of  your  mind,  now  at 
ease.  The  last  stronghold  tlmt  you  mistook  for  prophecies  will  clearly  turn  out  false, 
and  be  undermined.  That  was  your  stumbling  block.  You  sincerely  thought,  as  you 
had  learned  from  the  affiliated,  that  prophecy  proved  a  bible,  when  prophecy  could  not 
s  lib  tain  itself. 

As  to  the  star  of  Christ,  that  really  winds  up  the  whole  document  at  once. 

In  regard  to  estimating  the  keepers  of  the  holy  books  as  miscalled,  let  the  christians 
who  were  thereby  benelited,  decide.  Monotheism,  as  the  religion  of  principles,  repre- 
sents mind  ;  messiahship  cannot  represent  anything  but  imposture.  As  the  most  abun- 
dant proofs  and  demonstrations  exist  in  the  universe  of  God  s  grace,  love,  powerful  gifts, 
the  universe  is  full  of  them  to  mind,  and  rules  out  the  pretences  of  mcssiahships. 

The  soul  is  one  of  the  highest  proofs,  as  also  the  definite  form  in  which  all  matter  is 
in.  Christ  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  all  this  fiction,  no  more  than  the  reality  :  it 
is  all  that  of  the  priestocracy.  The  bible  or  pulpit  sophists  affect  in  their  reckless  dis- 
regard of  truth  and  honesty,  that  Christ  is  or  was  the  representative  of  human  nature, 
by  which  they  stultify  their  own  minds  or  that  of  their  Creator  who  formed  every  thing 
perfectly  at  creation,  therefore  nothing  subsequent  to  it  could  have  such  admission, 
that  is  an  impossibility,  much  less  could  he  represent  principles  physical,  mental, 
moral,  social  or  religious  that  were  coccjual  necessarily,  consequently  he  was  mortal, 
and  an  impostor.  There  were  no  noble  band  of  peculiar  faith  martyrs,  as  they  were 
enthusiasts  to  a  false  cause,  as  their  position  involves. 

The  polytheist  in  relying  upon  mcssiahships  beyond  God,  is  as  bad  as  the  atheist. 

You  may  rest  satisfied  that  the  whole  of  this  matter  is  futile,  as  the  function  of  God 
is  creation,  and  that  of  mortals  procreation,  while  mind  is  plenipotent  to  exclude  all 
other  means  than  its  own  to  solve  its  own  life  problem  under  its  own  circumstances. 
Messiahship  is  it  ?  Yes,  there  is  one,  and  that  is  immortal  by  the  creatorship,  thai  is 
self-evident  in  the  universe.  No  mortal  as  Christ  can  claim  it.  His  advocates  need 
atonement  for  past  errors  of  their  peculiar  faith,  without  seeking  to  involve  the  world 
in  them  too. 

Which  of  the  four  families  of  conservatism,  physical,  mental,  moral,  or  religious,  was 
8U  defective,  that  a  Messiah  mortal  was  needed  by  the  universe  ?  If  you  prove  that, 
you  disprove  the  perfection  of  the  Creator  which  would  then  be  a  useless  function,  and 
you  would  have  had  chaos  and  confusion  to  confirm  you,  but  as  it  is,  you  have  conser- 
vation* to  expose  you  as  a  blasphemous  impostor.  Ihe  horrid  results,  defects,  omis- 
sions of  mind  are  impracticably  relieved  as  they  are  caused  by  peculiar  faiths,  and 
there  again  you  are  totally  defeated. 

The  great  proof  against  any  messiah  is,  that  he  misleads  from  the  adoration  of  the 
only  Creator  and  conservator.     But  then  the  Messiah  is  the  savior.     Who  endorses  ? 

Prove  all.  But  the  world  needs  mercy,  and  justice  cannot  furnish  it.  That  is  a 
monk^s  libel,  for  our  very  existence  premises  all  that.  Rational  religion  itself  is  the 
great  grace  of  the  Creator,  the  exhaustless  fund  of  his  beneficence  to  rational  mind, 
that  constitutes  a  universe  of  mercy.  The  universe  is  an  exactly  properly  regulated 
sense  affair,  and  premises  two  points  of  demonstration  to  rational  mind,  the  only  benefi- 
ciary of  its  rules  that  are  in  abeyance  to  a  ruler  the  president  of  principles. 

Give  us  then  all  religion,  but  no  peculiar  faith  or  any  of  her  officials. 

After  all  said  by  every  diversity  of  thought,  peculiar  faith  only  presents  a  world's 
resources ;  of  those  in  reserve  we  have  to  reverence  the  Creator  for, 

Christ  was  only  dramatic,  clearly  so,  one  of  the  best  of  pagan  characters,  an  improve- 
ment on  paganism,  sectarianism,  alleditionsof  which,  however  diversified,  are  analogous 
bibles,  one  pagoda  on  another,  all  not  even  crystals,  much  less  diamonds.  Wliat  do  we 
need  of  false  crystals,  when  mind  has  the  constant  rich  flow  of  God^s  grace,  religion, 
which  it  can  appropriate  according  to  its  rationality  ?  But  the  pretence  is  advanced, 
that  80  many  for  eighteen  centuries  have  believed  in  him,  that  therefore  there  is  some- 
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thing  in  that.  That  is  nothing,  as  for  thousands  of  years  preceding?  up  to  this  penod, 
billions  have  believed  in  despotism  and  all' its  varieties  of  peculiar  faith,  all  ckiniiag 
protection  finder  its  wing  in  some  form,  of  which  this  is  one. 

It  is  not  that  the  world  cannot  give  peace  compared  with  Christ,  or  any  assumed 
messiah,  all  of  wh«)ra  were  clearly  mortal,  and  of  the  world,  but  principles  of  religion 
that  vitalizes  the  soul  and  its  holiest  afiections,  the  mind  in  her  constant  support. 

There  can  bo  no  comparison  between  all  such,  very  certainly.  It  is  relijiion  to 
render  the  world  lovely,  tliat  peculiar  faith  has  lost  and  destroyed.  The  true  govern- 
ment of  the  world  has  yet  to  be  learned,  by  all.  the  charlatans  of  peculiar  faith  regimes. 
The  wholesale  bullion  funds  have  been  thus  originated,  and  all  the  minor  agents  aro  u\ 
work.  "  Spiritual  rappers'*  as  they  are  called,  are  part  and  parcel  of  this  diversimJ 
and  endless  mortgage.  The  world  ber»ins  to  see  the  elTect  on  mind  as  in  MilleriMa. 
&c.,  from  the  deceit  and  hypocrisy.  Here  is  a  young  girl  in  the  Eastern  Stales,  ili-l 
lies  about  this  petty  larceny-miracle,  the  effect  grows  on  her  mind  that  becomes  thus 
so  perverted,  that  she  even  murders  her  half-brother  to  sustain  that  fallacy,  and  c*p- 
cially  prophecy  of  his  death.  You,  the  people,  have  never  contributed  %o  tliis  gAUie, 
when  you  gave  your  countenance  to  mirat^les  that  could  not  result  in  this  universt; ! 

But  you  still  persist  in  the  game  of  faith,  the  worst  of  all  gambling  operations. 
Your  faith,  says  the  seducer,  and  he  ruins  innocence  ;  your  faitii,  says  the  swindler. 
and  he  pockets  the  profits;  your  faith,  says  the  despot,  and  he  despoils  the  worl^J. 
your  faith,  say  his  tools,  the  priestocracy,  and  they  pervert  the  globe.  The  ageucic* 
of  life,  causes  and  effects,  the  elements  of  soul's  actions  on  its  scenes,  are  unnoted  and 
unknown. 

But  why  had  Christ  apostles,  if  more  than  man  ?  His  acts,  miracles  and  prophecies, 
were  best  of  all  to  herald  him  to  a  converted  world.  To  the  conscientious,  intellijiLn; 
part,  I  address  myself:  quit  your  ungodly  pretences,  and  invoke  the  only  powerful 
God,  who  created  this  universe,  and  all  the  powers  that  rule,  of  which  mind  should  l>e 
your  chief  in  enacting  consistently  with  its  religious  agency.  Do  not,  republicans,  stand 
side  by  side  with  despots,  in  peculiar  bible  acts.  It  is  not  that  mind  is  so  univensal'.y 
selfish  as  that  cannot  satisfy  mind,  but  because  it  does  not  begin  to  appreciate  its  higho?: 
order  of  purposes,  and  put  them  all  into  legitimate  channels.  For  many  centuries  iht* 
world  of  peculiar  messiahships,  has  been  oH'cring  millions  on  their  bloody  altars. 

What  can  be  more  costly  than  such  hierarchies  of  despgtism  that  pauperizes  ? 

Taking  the  difference  of  the  age,  Joe  Smith  was  as  great  an  impostor  as  Moses  or 
Christ-makers.  Are  the  modem  interpreters  as  good  as  Joe  Smith  1  Tiie  la^t 
invented,  the  others  adopted  the  false  pretences  of  faith.  As  wise  as  the  best  pag-jn.< 
as  Christs,  Moses,  still  they  were  only  men.  The  world  must  revive  the  princjpit> 
that  they  have  failed  in.  It  is  not  idolizing  mind,  but  it  is  the  consecration  of  prim*i- 
ples  that  religion  directs. 

The  world,  the  universe,  needs  religion  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  tliat  all 
needed  they  have  undoubtedly  by  the  grace  of  the  Creator,  that  implies  all  savior  for 
ever.  The  world  cannot  know  or  use  a  world  messiah,  while  it  cannot  dispense  at  all 
with  a  universe  savior.  What  Joe  Smith  has  done  for  Mormonism,  thousands  in  tiif 
pale  of  all  churches,  have  done  under  the  mantle  of  the  peculiar  faith.  This  was  only 
a  reckless,  bold  innovation,  hypocrisy.  So  was  Mahomet,  Bhud,  Christ,  all  other*, 
chief  or  minion. 

The  world  needs  religion.  What  is  Christianity  ?  That  is  paganism,  as  all  oilier 
unprincipled  peculiar  faiths.  Will  not  Christianity  answer  for  the  world  ?  Certainly 
not.  Whyl  Because  it  has  not  principles.  If  one  be  irreligious,  ho  is  that  much 
unprincipled. 

Besides,  the  universe  can  only  be  reached  by  principles  that  unite  the  w^orld  and  all 
therein  to  the  universe,  so  religion  is  an  exact  thing,  not  to  be  silenced  by  brute  force,  nor 
seduced  by  sophistry.  If  you  conform  necessarily  to  the  laws  of  society,  much  more  so 
are  you  bound  to  those  of  the  universe,  that  is  religion.  Thus  you  can  see  the  full 
comprehension.  The  very  introduction  of  a  messiah  kills  the  Creator,  who  is  pledged 
to  the  consenratioii  of  the  universe. 

Priestocracy  commit  the  most  absurd  solecism  at  once.  Which  was  greatest,  their 
ignorance  or  corruption  ?  Can  an  intelligent  people  stand  such  a  faction,  God-oonspi- 
raters  ?  But  the  Christian,  who  has  basked  in  the  sunsliine  of  court  faith  and  liTing. 
feels  indignant  to  be  ranked  pagan. 

Does  he  believe  in  miracles  ?  If  he  do  not,  then  is  he  that  much  divested  of  pagan- 
ism ;  otherwise  he  stamps  himself  with  a  brazen  counterfeit  of  religion — all  such  being 
the  exponent  of  himselfl 

No  pagan  faith.  Christian  or  any,  should  monopolize  God^s  funds  any  more.  Mind 
must  not  be  00  recreant,  in  the  constitutional  freedom  of  the  world. 
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Let  the  world  be  rationalized,  and  religious  principles  will  render  this  earth  far  more 
lovely  than  any  bible  Eden  or  paradise,  that  evinced  undeveloped  mind,  and  the  imbe- 
cility of  its  use.  Christ  turned  his  back  on  religion  t]ie  very  moment  he  commenced 
sectarianism.  Had  he  been  clothed  with  any  mission,  how  fruitless  has  it  been  for 
eighteen  centuries,  when  it  is  not  difficult  to  affirm  that  the  evils  of  Christianity,  in  the 
slaughter  of  millions  of  the  human  race,  have  outweighed  all  the  pretended  good.  Had 
he  possessed  that  deep  foresight  of  a  world^s  statesman,  he  might  have  invoked  the 
inestimable  blessings  of  monotheism.  He  would  tlien  have  had  some  claims  on  the 
world's  respect  and  gratitude,  whereas  now  it  will  be,  when  the  world  rightly  appre- 
ciates the  belial  character  of  pretended  saviors,  through  the  profits  of  the  pnestocracy, 
that  of  unmitigated  scorn  and  contempt. 

The  end  is  not  yet,  but  the  day  of  reckoning  will  be,  when  the  counterfeits  will  come 
home  to  such. 

The  wars  of  the  different  faiths  kill  all  their  religion. 

Chnsi  was  only  the  chief  of  sectarianism,  as  apostles  were  only  of  that.  All  secta- 
rianisms can  only  go  to  the  certain  limits  of  crime,  at  the  very  best. 

There  can  be  no  Christian  virtues,  when  all,  civil,  moral,  and  religious,  are  those  of 
the  Creator.  He  could  not  meet  as  much  as  was  instituted,  as  the  immortal  soul's 
standard  could  only  be  in  that  of  perfection,  the  Creator,  nothing  less. 

The  undeveloped  state  of  the  soul  and  its  relative  possession  of  the  universe  trea- 
sures, best  prove  its  inherent  capacity,  illimitable  and  nascent. 

The  best  proof  of  the  scriptures  being  mortal  is  the  relative  ignorance  of  the  writers, 
whose  circle  of  science  must  have  been  of  a  grrade  correspondent  to  inspiration.  The 
only  state  that  can  take  precedence  is  the  excellency  of  the  soul's  developments.  The 
principles,  functions,  and  attributes  of  its  nature  were  clearly  unknown  to  all  the  varied 
tril>es  of  sectarianism. 

The  chanty  of  any  faith,  any  sectarianism,  is  not  what  the  ji^tice  of  rational  religion 
requires.  Christ  did  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of  religion.  He,  of  course,  could  not  prac- 
tice all  the  religious  virtues.  The  very  doctrines  were  not  principles— could  not  do 
social  much  less  religious  justice.  No  sectarian  can,  for  that  very  platform  estops  him. 
Christian  charity  is  not  religious  justice.  The  doctrine  of  passive  toleration  is  social 
injustice,  to  self  and  the  principles  of  justice.  The  equitable  principles  of  monotheism 
exclude  all  such,  and  take  universal  precedence.  When  you  speak  of  any  virtues  of 
C'hristianity,  they  are  only  pagan  peculiarities,  that  cannot  meet  the  wants  and  aspira- 
tions of  the  soul,  that  has  no  pagan  faith  road  to  religion.  The  Jew  peculiar  faith  was 
peculiarly  for  the  chosen  people  :  how  could  the  additions  be  other  than  spurious  ? 

Tlie  very  first  position  that  Christ-dramatists  took  was  absolute  ignorance  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  religion,  which  they  violated  with  reckless  impiety. 

As  to  exposition  of  man-dogmas,  religion  cannot  compromise  with  any  such,  short  of 
]»rinriplos,  her  legitimate  position ;  hence,  Christ  never  advanced  religion  at  all.  When 
t  le  Athenians  advanced  the  principle  of  "  the  unknown  god,"  they  expressed  most  of  all 
the  pigan  world,  far  beyond  the  Jews,  as  clearly  implying  that  all  heathen  worship 
\v;is  incompetent  to  the  subject.  For  want  of  analysis,  the  ancients  and  all  the  moderns, 
as  pagans,  could  not  know  that  there  could  be  no  tradition  of  creation,  except  through 
(^od's  works,  cause  and  effect,  that  address  mind  in  all  ages,  that  rule  out  all  man's 
idols,  hybrids  between  a  peculiar  god  and  mortals ;  all  such  being  invariably  pagan,  and 
monsters.  And  what  is  all  this  for  ?  To  build  up  another  and  another  false  faith,  that 
will  divide  and  subdivide,  destroy  the  world. 

Is  it  to  leave  millions  to  soulless  church  corporations,  already  gloating  in  wealth,  the 
dispenser  a  millionaire,  who  cannot  see  the  protection  of  the  poor  needed,  in  beggary  ? 
A  full  knowledge  of  what  we  are  about,  in  everything,  is  to  know  all  by  correct  analy- 
sis. We  must  give  and  require  the  principles.  When  we  speak  of  a  savior,  that 
implies  religiously,  and  as  physically.  Now,  the  universe  could  not  exist  a  moment 
without  the  last;  that  proves  a  power  potent  enough  to  exclude  all  such,  pretended, 
moreover,  all  pretended  messiahs,  saviors,  Christs  and  all,  the  very  best  compromised 
short  of  principles,  and  that  fell  short  of  the  requisitions  of  this  earth,  much  less  the 
universe  that  includes  it. 

Rational  religion  takes  care  of  all  contingencies,  to  be  cared  for  by  mind. 

As  much  as  the  light  of  the  present  age  exceeds  the  twilight  of  any  ancient  days,  so 
far  does  our  rational  religion  exceed  all  faiths,  a  test  and  standard  of  excellency. 

Your  very  Christ  was  the  founder  of  a  school  for  fanaticism,  as  all  teachers  of  pecu- 
liar faith,  sectarianism.  This  is  what  a  proper  analysis  of  the  whole  comprehension 
tells  the  world ;  and  bids  it  beware,  and  look  to  the  propriety  of  monotheism,  that  ex- 
cludes fanaticism  and  all  her  fragments.  Patriotism,  humanity,  and  religion,  invoke 
the  whole  world,  in  God's  name  and  blessing*  to  rally  on  monotheism.    W  nere  are  thi» 
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world's  statesmen,  seeking  to  be  mere  political  hacks,  pandering  to  some  of  tlie  corrupt 
fonns  of  peculiar  faith,  to  reach  the  best  auction  of  popularity  1  Catering  to  the  morbid 
taste  of  vulgar  bigotry. 

Christ  was  from  a  corrupt  fotintain,  the  priestocracy  dramatists.  It  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  Christ  to  faithfully  represent  the  Creator,  for  he  misrepresented  his  principles, 
a  self-evident  proposition. 

The  proper  protection  of  all  is  to  give  and  require  principles,  to  and  of  the  world,  to 
exact  and  pay  justice  a  certainty,  not  the  contingency  of  charity.  Rational  beings  are 
content  with  the  universe  creation,  but  others  affect  to  introduce  their  creature,  thai 
God's  ministers  his  principles,  cannot  even  know.  How  can  you  get  him  to  God  even, 
when  God  cannot  know  him  or  you  but  the  vilest,  most  blasphemous  impostors  ? 

The  whole  world  may  bring  in  their  millions  of  best  messiahs,  introduced  by  billinns 
of  incarnations,  and  they  will  fail  in  all  essentially,  in  their  impositions  on  a  perfect  God 
Creator,  who  would  be  annihilated  if  it  were  otherwise,  as  all  physical  are  reflected 
in  moral  and  religious  principles. 

You  talk  tory  to  mind,  as  if  that  was  inadequate  in  the  Creator  appointed  functions 
of  free  moral  self-agency.  It  is  your  priestocracy  system  that  is  deficient,  entirely  go, 
as  it  is  defunct,  still-born.  The  full  functions  of  mind,  the  diamond,  are  there.  Be 
the  world  and  man,  both  as  God  created  and  purposed  them  at  the  creation,  and  all 
that  is  in  it  is  the  immortal  religious  use  you,  man,  mind,  the  world  of  mind  puts  it  to 
ever.  That  is  all  the  question,  the  whole  question.  Now  you  have  desecrated  it,  by 
foolish,  impracticable  messiahships,  not  worth  the  thought,  much  less  the  action  of 
mind,  entirely  above,  as  supremely,  sublimely  independent  of  all  such.  The  priestoc- 
racy have  entirely,  utterly  mistaken  the  whole  category,  and  their  bibles,  their  record 
evince,  mirror  them,  the  biggest  dolts  of  nature,  the  most  degraded  and  vile. 

Let  the  glorious  record  of  God  eclipse,  erase  for  ever  the  ignoble  ones  of  pc^^'C^ted 
mind,  idolatrous  in  such  faiths.  Let  not  the  high-minded  world  overlook  that  it  has 
illimitable  amounts  of  bullion  evils  for  perjuries,  that  rational  mind  can  and  only  meet, 
as  all  irrational  mind-bibles  create  that  amount  of  such  ignoble  stock. 

What  is  the  difference  between  the  Jew  and  Christian,  them  and  the  Mormon,  them 
and  the  Mahometan,  them  and  the  balance  of  the  world's  pagans  1  They  are  all 
pagans,  as  all  that  diverge  from  monotheism,  the  only  God-standard  and  that  religion. 

There  can  be  no  intermediate  ground ;  all  are  compelled,  from  the  nature  of  the 
universe,  to  be  monotheists  in  purity  or  pagans. 

Who  is  Christ  1  The  priestocracy,  as  the  peculiar  god,  and  the  whole  peculiar 
machinery. 

Moses  was  the  same,  and  bibles  only  their  peculiar  records.  They  all  have  rioted  in 
the  halls  of  peculiar  faith,  where  the  verdant  people  pay  for  the  keeping.  Are  the  kept, 
the  pampered,  going  to  have  the  same,  as  long  as  the  people  honor  thcml  They  will 
preach  charity,  when  the  justice  of  monotheism  demands  their  expulsion. 

Justice  requires  the  world  spoliations  should  be  stopped.  You  pretend  to  ask  the 
credulity  of  the  world  to  believe  your  disgraceful  plagiaries  on  pagan  idolatry.  Le' 
fastidious  honor  be  satisfied,  ere  you  can  honorably  ask  aught  of  the  world.  If  you  *^' 
honest,  prove  your  case,  otherwise  maintain  an  honest  silence  as  you  ought.  Arc  you 
in  the  universe,  or  out  of  it?  Do  principles  command  and  preserve  it,  or  docs  your 
priestocracy  1    If  the  first,  when  did  it  begin  1 

How  long  shall  the  life-rights  of  freemen  be  ruled  ? 

Much  of  the  whole  world  has  conspired  in  collusion,  but  it  cannot  reconcile  Christ 
with  principles,  much  less  with  God,  their  perfect  autlior. 

Before  you  libel  me,  prove  your  book. 

Christ  or  his  dramatists  hid  their  light  in  sectarianism.  You  may  paint  tlie  noblest 
earthly  messiah,  clothed  with  the  mission  of  all  world  dispensations  and  all  conceivable 
incarnations,  make  him  most  excellent.  Still  you  have  only  a  mere  mortal  and  pagan 
at  that,  his  excellency  only  exceeding  that  of  mortals.  You  do  injustice  to  your  niind. 
the  direct  messiah  of  God,  under  his  wisest  best  dispensation  to  your  soul.  Christ  Icit 
the  world  worse  than  he  found  it,  for  over  fifty  millions  of  people  have  been  sacrinced 
by  one  branch  of  his  followers  to  their  doctrines  and  inquisitorial  despotism.  The 
excellency  of  principles  as  much  exceed  his  sectarianism  under  which  he  inglorious'^ 
obscured  his  light,  as  the  God  standard  does  that  of  the  Christ,  the  fanatical  model  ot 
monk  dramatists. 

All  sermons  now  preached  at  best  in  sonhist  pulpits,  are  mixed  part  of  monotheisrn, 
the  balance  paganism  of  the  worst  sort.     The  effort  of  mind  is  to  escape  from  all  tiiw. 
as  proof  all   the  mixed  paganism  is  one  story  on  another,  the  last  published  w  tne 
Mormon.     Yet  how  vain.     Why  not  reach  at  once  the  illustrious  offspring  of  mind,  in 
best  system  of  monotheism,  and  so  predicating  mind's  exertions  as  to  reach  constancy 
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to  the  beau  ideal  of  excellency  in  all  its  departments  1  The  very  disbelief  of  the  Jews 
is  a  living  memento  against  Christianity,  only  proves  it  another  sectarianism,  which  the 
very  rays  of  light,  the  sunbeams,  prove. 

Principles  prove  conclusively  the  utter  futility  of  messiahships,  as  all  things  in  the 
universe,  whose  physical  principles  alone  rebuke  the  imbecile  clergy.  As  to  the  Jews 
killing  Christ,  that  only  proves  the  want  of  toleration,  the  vices  of  the  times.  Christ 
fell  far  below  the  whole  characteristics  intended  by  his  plagiarist  dramatists,  whose 
fault  was  their  weakness,  resulting  from  imbecile  undeveloped  mind,  self>condemned, 
as  a  wise  science  mind  would  have  had  the  innate  modesty  of  silence  in  appreciating 
the  luminary  of  universal  luminaries.  They  all  mind-factured  a  monster  hybrid  with- 
out light. 

What  a  botch,  instead  of  having  all  right  at  creation,  and  be  done  with  it.  If  the 
physical  principles  had  not  been  simultaneous,  the  whole  universe  had  not  been  simul- 
taneous, had  never  gone  into  operation.  Are  not  the  clergy  as  learned,  rebuked  for 
their  utter  stupidity.  Yet  they  affect  in  their  pulpit  as  if  perfectly  unapproachable  there, 
like  the  old  dictator  master,  mind-facturing  his  data  to  be  unquestioned  by  his  pupils, 
that  this  is  the  only  religion,  and  that  only  of  Christ ! 

Will  the  priestocracy  ever  say  less,  whilst  the  breed  lasts  ?  Will  not  the  whole 
world  of  them  be  wedded  to  all  their  idols  and  the  appurtenant  perjury  ? 

Make  it  the  best,  and  it  is  only  on  the  very  best  analysis  a  mixed  paganism,  an 
idolatry  from  which  the  most  rational  mind  of  the  world  is  trying  to  escape,  proved  by 
non-attendance  of  the  people  at  churches,  showing  empty  pews  and  benches.  Why  is 
all  this  1  Because  the  whole  pagan  faith,  modernized  by  all  the  patchworks,  is  only 
a  botch. 

Give  up  all  ungodly  pagan  faiths  and  go  at  once  to  religion,  that  enlightcneth  rational 
mind,  and  civilizes  the  civilized.  All  pagan  bibles  and  revelations  are  the  most  stupid, 
ineffably  stupid  botches.  All  the  pagan  messiahships  and  mcssiahs  arc  only  pagan,  fix 
language  as  you  choose,  are  from  the  idea  of  only  one  earth.  The  ancients  never  could 
have  fixed  up  such,  as  the  error  would  have  been  exposed  at  once  and  never  taken  hold. 

But  various  brute  causes  have  conspired  that  revelation  of  a  barbarian  age  of  mind, 
on  the  world. 

Developed  mind  revolts  at  the  monsters  of  iniquity,  in  all  the  departments  of  unde- 
veloped mind. 

Some  of  the  ancient  despots  assumed  to  be  divine,  assumed  to  make  science  even 
this,  by  power  of  paganism  among  them.  It  was  a  profession,  whilst  superstition 
flourished.  It  was  the  impunity,  the  irresponsibility  to  the  tribunal  of  science  of  God  its 
representative,  made  the  odious  hot-bed  of  such  vulgar  absurdities,  of  which  modern 
brazen  priestocracy  ought  to  be  ashamed,  and  would,  but  for  the  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion of  peculiarly  educated  mind. 

The  very  idea  of  peculiarity  kills  all  Christ's  pretensions  to  a  universal  savior,  and 
proves  him  self-dwarfed  to  the  petty  municipality  of  local  sectarianism.  Let  him  or 
his  pen-holders  make  a  tremendous  agitation  among  the  bible  devils,  the  money-chan- 
gers, the  speculatists  on  patriarchs,  prophets  and  martyrs,  with  all  their  accompani- 
ments, but  let  this  intelligent  age  of  the  world  do  itself  justice. 

What  more  presumptuous  than  the  arrogant  claims  of  peculiar  faith  on  God  and  man  1 
She  is  utterly  incompetent  to  receive  facts  of  the  universe,  except  through  reason ; 
bible  faith  is  deaf  to  reason. 

A  perfect  God  creator  could  not  do  justice  to  his  creation,  with  all  the  ungodly  crea- 
tions of  pagan  or  monk's  all  tiie  same  mcssiahs. 

Claim  no  more  that  mind  required  such  missions,  as  they  blot  and  blur  it,  disfigure  it 
under  all  its  odious  pagan  shackles.  Religion  as  government,  all  the  acts  of  mind, 
require  the  most  appropriate  discussion  and  wisest  decision  thereon,  independent  of  all 
the  criminal,  vicious,  social,  much  less  inquisitorial  proscriptions  of  the  world  the 
beneficiary. 

The  very  Christ  is  fixed  up  by  his  storiographers,  however  he  may  have  been  other- 
wise as  a  plain  half-witted  man,  makes  the  whole  a  perfect  Judas  Iscariot  business  to 
the  world.    There  is  the  treachery,  and  that  by  the  priestocracy. 

The  poor  dramatists  bring  Christ  forward  for  their  purpose,  proclaiming  his  mission 
as  the  advent  of  peace  and  good  will  to  all  men,  vet  they  violate  their  own  position,  and 
place  him  and  themselves  in  constant  trouble.  They  murder  principles  and  religion  to 
sustain  their  pagan  idol,  and  the  world  has  been  tortured  to  help  sustain  their  monster 
that  they  botch,  mental-midwives  imposed  on  the  world,  contrary  to  all  the  holy  sacred 
divine  organic  functions  of  mind,  whose  highest  glory  is  to  attain  the  brightest  rationality. 

The  very  conception  of  a  murderous  evil  greater  than  existent,  anniliilates  all  mes- 
siahships as  impracticable  solecisms  of  obsolete  language. 
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All  the  modern  pagans  desire  to  shake  off  the  name,  as  if  monotheism  did  not  brand 
them  ineffaceably.  They  give  us  all  that  mind  would  permit  them,  moderniicd  and 
mixed  as  far  as  practicable.  I  Mould  not  corrupt  my  mind  with  its  ignominious  sophistry* 
nor  desecrate  my  soul  with  its  impracticable  blasphemy.  In  your  progress  in  soul  organi- 
zation, you  may  affect  such  pagan  mixtures,  then  you  may  get  the  tallest  fall,  a£  prin- 
ciples can  never  know  any  such.  The  mercenary  and  reckless  priestocracy  may  affp«'t 
much  cant  about  the  fiction  of  a  fanatic,  a  sectarian  Christ,  but  will  Ihey  care  after 
entrapping  your  soul  for  it  ? 

How  come  you  to  educate  the*  human  mind  with  aught  less  than  the  facts  of  God 
and  religion,  by  your  pagan  faiths  that  cannot  last?  I  am  but  a  man,  but  can  he  im- 
proved best  of  all  by  monotheism,  the  very  thing  not  only  for  the  world  but  the  whole 
universe.  It  is  the  mind  that  you  have  to  treat  aright  to  reach  the  soul,  nut  ad(iu<  v 
bibles  obsolete  before  they  were  written,  much  less  nonentities,  messiahs,  and  the  whole 
criminal  clique.  Now  after  all  said  and  done  in  this  world,  every  rational  being  is  more 
or  less  a  monotheist,  as  far  as  rationality  permits.  I  write  to  carry  out  this  whole 
position,  as  the  only  tenable  and  prepared  one  of  deity. 

If  the  world  be  not  governed  by  principles  equal  to  the  physical  department,  it  is  that 
much  short  of  the  divine  purpose.  If  any  persons  offer  messiahships  to  the  world  lor 
truth,  they  act  either  dishonestly  or  ignorantly.  Go  for  principles,  not  faith,  that  is  i<;l€ 
without  the  first.  As  monotheism  has  the  work  of  the  world  to  accomplish,  why  th(0 
does  not  it  resort  at  once  fully  and  unconditionally  to  it  ?  Because  the  devices  aoi! 
sordid  interest  of  the  perverted  part  prevent. 

Gentlemen  of  rational  mind  and  conscience  will  positively  see,  that  it  will  not  be^in 
to  answer,  to  sustain  this  iniquitous  corruption,  peculiar  faith,  a  world's  nuisance,  per- 
jury and  ruin,  as  that  every  brood  adds  such  relative  ratio,  until  it  dies  out.  None  can 
live,  but  produce  enormous  evils  anterior  to  death.  Monotheism  alone  in  perfection, 
will  exalt  the  world  to  its  legitimate  supremacy.  You  care  for  your  .body  with  all  the 
improved  comforts  of  civilization,  yet  you  mistreat  your  mind  most  shamefully.  Giv<' 
up  all  the  ungodly  bibles,  their  odious  creeds,  and  turn  to  the  adoration  of  the  ever- 
living  God.  Rational  minds  and  souls  only  can  decide  this  question,  by  the  deve!op<€(l 
religion  of  God.  No  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  can,  for  all  such  are  and  will  be  the  reller- 
tion  of  paganism,  not  religion,  minds  undeveloped.  AH  peculiar  views  to  superHfV 
universal  ones,  are  necessarily  undeveloped  ideas,  no  matter  the  age  of  the  world.  AL 
messiahs  are  pagans,  and  have  pagan  mortality.  I  im|)each  all  preftchers  and  cler|r\. 
for  claiming  any  messiali  for  the  God  of  the  universe,  as  they  are  undeniably  pprjurciN 
for  their  only  record  claimed,  is  for  the  peculiar  messiah  of  the  Jew  peculiar  pxi. 
They  are  basely  and  blasphemously  perjured,  to  offer  the  present  world  any  other. 

They  have  no  proof  of  any  messiah,  much  less  of  the  perfect  creator  of  the  universp. 
Ilis  one  attribute,  perfection,  convicts  the  whole  world  priesto(:racy,  as  worthy  of  the 
pillory,  for  their  degraded  perjuries  about  him. 

Mind  has  no  business  with  any  peculiarity  in  the  universe  about  its  creator,  ao  itinf<l- 
dies  with  what  has  no  religion,  and  can  make  none  but  false  conceptions  and  abortions, 
mon^^ors  of  iniquity  that  beget  monsters,  all  fruitless  but  for  evil  to  the  world,  worldr-ui- 
sances.  Fanatics  pretend  to  tell  with  false  sympathy  of  the  self-immolations  or  worhl 
punishments  of  messiah,  when  they  overlook  the  horrible  agony  of  a  butchered  world, 
bleeding  at  every  point,  for  thousands  of  years,  from  all  these  false,  bloody  impositions 
upon  its  peace,  and  the  life  of  its  billions  in  the  excruciated  suffering  of  humanity.  '1 1»^ 
greatest  proof  of  want  of  religion,  is  the  adoption  of  messiahships,  that  exclude  most 
ungodlylike  all  principles  most  conservative  of  religion  and  the  universe.  There 
never  was  more- infatuation,  stultification,  crimination,  immolation  of  mind,  llian  io 
receive  all  such  frauds  and  perjuries. 

CHRIST— THE  MESSIAH— PROPHET— A  PAGAN  IDOL. 

What  does  the  universe  want  with  such  a  being  1  Its  organization  proves  conclii* 
sively  its  Creator  and  his  conservation. 

There  is  nothing  else  to  prove  wuth  mind  as  mind. 

Has  any  one  ever  affected  to  be  a  messiah  ?  Priestcraftship  pretends  to  this  volfia^ 
absurdity.  What  became  of  him?  He  died,  they  say.  No  wonder  that  such  charac- 
ter expiated  ignominiously  this  atonement,  for  his  own  heinous  blasphemy.  Was  tiic 
law  of  priests^  Kgypt  necessary  to  help  reveal  this  drama  ? 

Proplirts  foretold  his  coming,  but  the  prince  of  prophets  swears  himself  into  peijorfj 
that  time  reveals. 

And  all  the  others,  his  creatures,  fall,  of  course.   ♦ 
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The  miracles  connected,  are  ruled  out  on  the  same  triumphant  principle,  that  perjury 
cannot  be  heard  in  the  highest  earthly  court,  that  of  enlightened  conscience,  totally  dis- 
countenanced and  disproved  by  the  best  proof,  that  of  God's  universe.  The  advocates 
seek  to  avail  themselves  of  the  present  benefits,  the  faith  of  the  world ;  then  they  are 
bound  to  give  purest,  undeniable  proofs,  as  the  world-marks  that  are  wanting. 

What  star,  the  ruler  of  a  solar  system,  could  fix  a  messiahship  next  in  greatness  to 
creation? 

The  stars  are  balanced  W  gravitation,  as  all  the  universal  host,  and  that  balance  had 
been  lost  in  the  universe,  if  tlie  miracle  had  been  performed ;  the  balance  of  the  miracle 
lias  been  left  out,  most  wonderful  of  all,  that  only  could  escape  the  intellect  of  the  igno- 
rant devotees  telling  it. 

Now,  this  would  furnish  the  chronology  of  a  God,  but  the  mark,  tliat  should  have 
been  ineffaceable  in  timers  history,  is  unknown  to  astronomers. 

What,  the  Creator  not  put  this  eternal  mark  in  the  universe,  after  such  a  gifl !  This 
infallible  sign ! 

But  how  could  he  cast  out  devils,  when  there  can  be  no  such  character  ? 

But  faith  is  essential  to  this  redemption.  Mind^s  stultification  is,  only.  Sane  minds 
must  have  faith  in  the  Creator,  from  the  mighty  organization  of  the  universe,  and  his 
unity  absolutely  essential,  for  if  there  were  not  faith  in  such  a  God,  there  would  be  in 
priests  and  devils.  The  two  propositions  are  entirely  inconsistent,  as  a  perfect  Almighty 
excludes,  necessarily,  any  messiah,  good  or  bad,  and  employs  conservative  principles, 
his  superior.  The  extreme  ignorance  of  the  priests,  prevented  them  from  knowing  all 
this.  The  present  age  should  not  suffer  itself  to  be  gulled  by  such  speculations  of  igno- 
rant priests. 

The  eternal  jugglery  supplies  much  too  much  of  priests^  bibles,  which  are  adopted 
with  impiety  and  blasphemy,  that  would  usurp  the  very  universe  of  Deity. 

Why  did  not  Christ  expressly  declare  himself  the  enactor  of  all  deeds,  competent  of 
proving  himself  the  very  messiah,  before  the  whole  world  ?  The  world's  faith  is  de- 
manded, and  the  world's  satisfaction  should  be  previously  established  on  all  tliis  point. 
Was  he  incapable  of  this  proof? 

Why  did  he  confine  himself  to  so  small  a  country  as  Palestine,  and,  but  portions  of 
even  that  little  country^  when  his  mission  is  assumed  to  be  to  the  whole  world,  if  not 
the  prince  of  jugglers  ? 

Why  not  submit  to  the  most  satisfactory  tests  of  regular  committees  ?  The  Jewish 
committee  rejected  him. 

He  ought  to  have  satisfied  the  whole  world,  above  all,  the  most  intellectual,  if  any 
preference  were  to  be  given,  that  he  was  what  he  wished  to  be  thought !  It  was  not 
to  one  class,  but  all,  that  such  doctrine,  if  true,  came.  It  was  his  duty  to  have  proved 
the  matter  conclusively,  because  he  must  have  had  the  power  if  he  had  the  mission. 

If  prophecies  were  to  announce  him,  if  miracles  were  to  prove  him,  he  should  have 
settled  that  question  forever  before  the  world,  master  as  he  was,  as  is  assumed,  of  cere- 
monies, and  of  the  whole  drama. 

The  game  was  for  immortal  souls,  worthy  of  the  highest  proof,  that  has  never  been 
given. 

But  he  never  submitted  to  the  world,  to  prove  himself  as  an  Almighty,  for  nothing 
le.ss  could  have  answered  for  such  a  universal  deficiency  as  assumed  by  the  priests. 

Why  did  he  confine  himself  to  any  age  or  country,  as  the  greatest  of  all  miracles,  he 
could  not  and  did  not  perform,  of  satisfying  the  world's  faith  and  conversion,  for  which 
his  mission  was  pretended?     This  kills  the  whole. 

If  his  mission  was  peculiar  to  Palestine,  then  he  might,  as  he  is  assumed  to  do,  have 
confined  himself  peculiarly  to  it ;  but  the  world  was  essentially  and  universally  inter- 
ested, and  should  have  been  secured  by  a  universal  mission.  Now  Christ's  mission,  if 
it  ever  took  place,  was  peculiar.  That  will  not  answer  for  all  mankind.  The  best  of 
faith,  secured  by  the  best  of  reason,  the  only  genuine  currency  of  an  honest  mind,  de- 
clares this  nothing  more  or  less.  The  whole  position  defines,  among  God's  exhaustless 
attributes,  that  nothing  less  than  the  Creator  is  identified  in  the  conservation  of  the 
creation.  Otherwise  another  master  was,  and  is  needed,  whose  place  could  not  be  sup- 
plied.    Like  his  preachers,  Christ  answered  when  no  one  called. 

One-sixth  of  his  companions  were  depraved  characters,  the  chief  a  perjurer,  the  other 
a  traitor,  both  corrupt,  all  deserters,  and  the  Master  an  impostor,  thus  proved.  He  was 
unable  to  spare  his  own  etlusion  of  blood,  in  an  ignominious  death  foi*  his  blasphemy,  a 
horrid  forerunner  of  the  immense  shedding  of  blood  through  the  world,  by  the  human 
race,  enraged  and  degraded  for  the  false  positions  of  peculiar  faith  and  their  engendered 
fanaticisms. 

But  his  resurrection — what  of  that  ? 
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Did  he  wish  that  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  world,  the  beneficiary  I  Why, 
then,  did  he  not  do  it  o])enly  and  above-board,  in  the  face  of  all  1  Why  was  not  the 
most  candid  exposition  universally  made  ?  It  was  to  be  a  substantial  enactment,  in  good 
faith,  to  insure  the  best  conviction,  and  could  have  been  most  satisfactory  for  the  world, 
had  it  been  universally  proved.  But  alas !  it  was  such  that  no  one  in  the  high  contt  of 
conscience,  can  truly  say  was  properly  sul>stantiatcd.  There  is  no  proof  of  Christ's 
body  being  identified  in  the  described  tomb,  by  those  who  "  made  the  sepulchre  sure,'' 
after  his  historical  death,  in  any  of  the  four  gospels.  This  miracle  is  not  conscientiously 
proved.  None  affect  to  have  seen  his  spirit  but  those  in  this  peculiar  faith  ;  and  the  his- 
torians, not  they,  testify  to  all  such  stuff,  and  that  God's  word,  cause  and  effect,  dis- 
prove, as  the  spirit  evidently  leaves  the  body  forthwith  on  death. 

Do  you  ask  me  to  believe  in  that  creature,  that  had  to  expiate  to  God  for  his  blas- 
phemy, by  his  death  ? 

Is  the  whole  world  to  suffer  for  that  blasphemy,  after  millions  have  been  bled  to 
death,  for  centuries,  from  wars  resulting  from  such  faith  ? 

All  Christs  and  mcssiahs  can  only  be  an  usurpation  of  mind  and  God,  misrepresenting 
both,  inadequate  for  the  ministry. 

All  such  beings  are  assumed  personifications  of  some  mind  capable  of  some  reforma- 
tion, but  always  misdirected,  or  not  enabled  to  receive  a  right  mental  direction  from 
their  peculiar  jMsition. 

No  doubt,  by  the  vices  of  the  peculiar  faith  of  the  world,  all  such  minds  were  per- 
verted. 

Owing  to  the  obliquity  of  the  peculiar  faith  of  Judaism,  any  license  for  peculiar  tra- 
dition could  be  taken,  and  we  see  several  of  the  horrid  results  of  such  position. 

The  door  had  been  left  open  for  all  this  and  subsequent  creeds,  portraying  the  sad  his- 
tory of  a  depraved  superstition. 

Would  that  we  could  say  that  some  were  before  their  time. 

The  people  of  those  times  were  miserably  ignorant,  degradedly  corrupt,  and  furiously 
vindictive,  from  fanatical  policies. 

Through  all  the  vista  of  those  ages,  the  age  of  mind  is  not  permitted  to  palliate  their 
asperity  nor  obliquity. 

What  if  any,  by  bible  statements,  are  represented  abstractly  pure  and  good,  the  blas- 
phemy claims  what  no  mortal,  in  his  right,  honest  senses  could  affect,  thereby  forfeiting 
man's  respect,  or  God's  approbation,  a  horrid  example  to  man,  and  a  curse  from  the  God 
of  his  existence. 

His  doctrines  have  been  asserted  as  if  he  created  new  principles,  and  his  the  only 
code  for  man,  thereby  causing  him  to  estimate  the  author  of  universal  existence  but  a 
subordinate  part  in  the  salvation  of  the  universe.  All  this  is  miserable  morals  for  the 
world,  that  seeks  to  do  right  by  the  best  rational  light. 

I'hose  doctrines  have  been  perverted  by  selfish  collusions  of  aspirants  for  power  and 
self-interest,  men  that  stopped  at  nothing  calculated  to  benefit  themselves. 

Men  have  actually  forgotten  the  God  of  power,  and  his  unity,  overlooking  conserva- 
tive principles  and  their  author,  mistaking  the  creature  for  the  Creator.  • 

All  this  is  below  the  dignity  of  reason,  and  the  purity  of  mind. 

The  scorn  of  reviling  and  of  ridicule  is  not  the  object,  because  omnipotent,  enligbt* 
ened  mind,  endowed  with  reason,  and  illustrious  by  the  conscience,  irradiating  the 
highest  civilization,  the  only  true  representative  of  God,  commands  the  adoration  of 
that  God  exclusively. 

Many  who  have  listened  in  vain  for  years  to  become  believers  in  what  was  asserteil 
the  true  faith,  believing  their  souls  immortal  as  other  mortals,  for  weal  or  wo,  were  ai 
stake,  and  dependent  on  the  true  issue  of  faith,  but  for  their  lives  and  souls  had  to  act 
sincerely,  yielding  to  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  faith  on  maturest  conviction  of  reason, 
that  there  is  but  one  immortal  being,  and  that  all  others  are  his  creatures. 

The  whole  world  will  forever,  when  reason  is  right  in  all  sound  and  honest  minds, 
assert  this  faith  for  Deity's  attributes,  not  because  it  is  faith,  but  because  the  highest 
truth  is  thereby  declared,  and  all  contradictions  are  thereby  impeached. 

The  crime  of  blood-effusion  is  the  object  of  his  assumed  mission  by  his  God,tx)  secure 
the  fee-simple  to  his  character !  Instead  of  mending  man  it  degrades  God  by  man's 
libels,  by  the  murder  indispensable  to  this  miserable  drama. 

No  sane,  enlightened  mmd,  can  acknowledge  any  necessity  at  all  for  such  mission 
without  invalidating  its  claims  to  all  decency  and  sound  sense. 

That  position,  of  itself,  decides  the  puniest  finger  of  man  in  this  matter,  that  does 
not  show  mind,  but  depravity. 

The  effusion  of  blood  of  animals,  and  of  human  victims,  is  analogous  superstition,  nnd 
condemns  the  whole  faith  that  supports  it,  as  most  contcmptiblci  before  enlightened 
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mind  and  conscience,  as  an  abominable' curse  before  the  God  of  mind.    All  such  is  un- 
worthy of  the  sacred  name  of  religion. 

His  miracles  were  too  peculiar  for  an  object  so  universal  as  his  mission  to  all  men, 
and  too  circumscribed  by  time,  past  and  future,  that  were  effectually  closed  to  his  per- 
sonal mission.     This  betrays  tlie  ignorance  of  the  im|¥)stor. 

A  God  should  certainly  have  certain  knowledge  of  natural  phenomena. 

The  first  intimation  of  his  advent  is  by  a  star,  that  stood  over  the  spot !  A  star  is  a 
sphere  of  the  universe,  performing  its  revolutions ;  if  a  planet,  around  its  central  sun  ;  or 
if  a  sun,  having  planets  revolving  around  it ;  or  if  a  comet,  performing  its  elliptical  circuit. 
An  action  of  this  kind  would  "have  brought  its  host  of  stars.  Of  course  there  can  be  no 
single  star.  But  then  the  whole  universe  would  have  been  in  commotion,  and  none  less 
than  the  earth,  and  all  would  have  suffered  from  gravitation,  beyond  all  manner  of  pre- 
vious phenomena.  * 

We  hear  of  none  of  all  this,  though  the  earth-marks  would  have  been  indelible,  and 
the  sign  might  have  been  fixed  in  the  bible-heavens,  for  all  the  universe  to  see,  approve 
and  admire. 

Above  all,  the  potent  Herod  would  not  have  dared  to  act  the  least  of  commission,  but 
he  would  have  met  all  omission  ;  and  for  his  life  he  would  not  have  thought,  much  less 
said  or  done,  aught  to  hurt  the  character,  much  less  the  person,  whose  mission  of  glory 
was  thus  heralded.  The  whole  earth  would  have  rushed  over  all  impediments  to  the 
declared  character. 

Have  any  natural  philosophers  of  those  times  lefl  any  history  of  such  mighty  deeds  ? 
Who  knows  of  any,  that  is  chastely  authentic,  and  justly  entitled  to  honorable  credit? 

The  story  kills  itself,  and  all  those  present  or  past  have  been  the  most  affecting 
camtal. 

This  speculation  ruins  the  whole  history  at  once. 

It  might  do  for  a  monk,  dreaming  of  legends  of  the  dark  ages,  to  tell  before  very 
small  children,  but  his  conscience  must  be  very  Jesuitical  to  face  science  with  it.  O, 
preachers  of  the  present  day,  before  you  tell  the  balance,  please  explain  this. 

Let  astronomy  speak  her  facts.  If  it  were  a  meteor,  the  pretence  is  still  more 
visionary. 

Deal  no  more  in  fables,  but  speak  the  truth  of  the  living  God,  with  a  mind  that  re 
sponds  to  the  bible  of  conscience,  which  carry  with  you,  instead  of  that  of  tradition. 

All  history  and  tradition  require  certain  proof  for  the  mind,  to  embrace  them  with 
satisfaction  in  religion,  else  it  rejects  all  such  as  unworthy  of  credence,  and  mere  pass- 
ports of  imposition. 

The  power  of  reason,  as  Uio  power  of  truth,  breaks  through  all  these  thin  ^ils,  as 
furnishing  nothing  effectual  on  previous  principles,  universal  and  almighty,  to  satisfy  by 
their  proper  application  the  demands  of  man^s  nature. 

This  epoch  of  the  world  would  have  been  too  remarkable,  for  the  birth-day  to  have 
escaped  the  certain  knowledge  of  the  world,  of  which  it  is  entirely  ignorant,  ^he 
chronology,  so  sublime  and  durable  a  miracle  indeed,  should  have  been  fixed  l^  an  im- 
mortal sign  in  their  heavens,  unmistakable  to  man.  It  was  only  a  vision  of  som^lviaion- 
ary,  that  none  but  world  visionaries  will  pretend  to  repeat. 

God  creates  and  leaves  his  creation  for  proof,  that  no  pretend er-messiah  or  priestoc- 
mcy  can  circumvent ;  but  messiahs  come  and  die,  and  leave  no  proof  worthy  of  mind. 
Surely  the  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  degraded,  was  intended  by  God  as  a  mark  upon 
all  such  impostors.     Ambition  may  be  tolerated  till  it  reaches  blasphemy. 

It  was  necessary  that  Christ  should  be  betrayed !  That  his  priest-dramatists  might 
make  fools  of  devotees  to  faith. 

Where  will  all  this  category  of  crime  and  perdition  stop  1 

First  it  was  expedient  that  a  virgin  should  be  seduced  ;  then  a  god  to  disgrace  himself, 
of  course  the  god  of  peculiar  faith,  by  her  seduction  ;  then  the  husband  was  deceived  ; 
then  the  efiusion  of  blood  to  victimize  the  demi-god ;  then  the  people  were  to  commit 
unpardonable  sins  in  that  commission,  in  which  was  the  betrayer  of  Christ !  What  a 
clumsy,  stupid  machinery  of  crime !  Instead  of  raising  the  people  out  of  their  sins,  it 
has  actually  plunged  their  god  deeper  in,  and  has  actually  produced  the  worst  of  crimes, 
an  interminable  effusion  of  blood  since,  and  the  most  degrading  absolutism,  above  all  the 
most  stupid  sophistry.  The  god  of  peculiar  faith  is  made  a  seducer,  adulterer,  or  hus- 
band-deceiver, an  imbecile,  a  murderer,  and  a  participator  in  interminable  crimes,  from 
that  to  the  end  of  peculiar  faith.  Docs  the  world  know  the  minor  part  of  the  crimes  of 
such  a  stupid,  peculiar  faith  ? 

The  poor  Jews,  who  stuck  to  their  peculiar  faith,  are  to  be  harassed  for  that  whole 
time,  and  as  they  did  not  adopt  the  faith,  they  helped  to  execute  the  mighty  behests  of 
moider,  of  which  the  god  of  peculiar  faith  was  president. 
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To  carry  out  the  so-called  dWine  rights  of  kings  and  priests,  martial  laws  are  in  ererr 
land  possible,  and  an  armed  soldiery,  orcr\vhcIiniug  the  land  in  blood  and  carnagr-.  ihe 
rights  of  the  sovereign  people  in  the  dust,  crushing  them  and  spirits  with  abooiir^ble 
and  endless  taxes,  defiling  the  rational  codes  of  morab  and  ethics,  proclaiming  xhe  L^ 
of  brute  force,  and  banishing  tfaat  of  intrinsic  virtues.  Where  priestocracy  di«.  i;.>t 
create  the  chains  of  despotism,  they  tightened  those  of  mind,  and  where  thej  ha.^*.  i »»; 
been  able  to  bully  the  world  into  subraisbion,  they  have  placed  the  many  hydra-bc^:^  i 
monster-snake  coil  of  insidious  sophistry. 

Well,  the  betrayal  in  this  priest  drama  was  Hxed  upon,  yet  meritorious  as  was  xLa 
act  to  the  drama  of  crucifixion,  still  of  course  the  actor  was  to  be  punished  ! 

Punished,  for  what  ?  Can  man  explain  this  absurd  contradiction,  thathaftcciu.tr 
brains  or  virtue,  when  Christ  could  not  fulfil  otberwiae  his  mission  1 

What  a  tissue  of  absurdities  and  contradictions,  man  makes  of  altributcs  that  x^xw 
almighty,  but  which  he  has  basely  prostituted  to  corrupt  ignorance. 

Treachery  is  a  crime,  that  tlie  true  traitor  should  rightfully  expiate  by  desencd 
penalty. 

The  traitor  to  God^s  attributes  should  above  all  expiate  for  his  crime  of  blaspheiLv. 
All  generally  do,  sooner  or  later.  What  associates  for  a  god !  A  traitor  and  a  (4 1- 
iurcr,  one-sixth  of  the  disciples,  who  were  all  perjurers.  But  then,  became  to  corrtfi. 
Well  then,  he  missed  the  very  miracle  expedient  to  correct  such  a  man,  tliis  was  iue 
very  one  he  should  have  bettered.  Alas  for  his  frailUes,  to  become  their  victim  iii^^it?! 
of  their  master.  Here  was  the  right  theatre;  to  obtain  the  mastery  over  such,  wauli 
have  proved  something  of  bis  divine  mission. 

Last  of  all,  did  he  know  his  own  powers  to  be  so  feeble?  No,  it  is  not  a  ^od  arts. 
who  is  bom  and  dies,  but  poor,  feeble  man  speaks  for  him.  The  priests  stick  out  la 
all,  showing  nothing  but  human  nature  miserably  covered  over  in  dirty  rags  sto'c-n 
from  their  brethren  of  mythology,  Asia  and  Africa,  as  well  as  Europe. 

But  the  supreme  traitor  to  God^s  position  of  supremacy,  expiated  for  abaDdonmcct 
of  the  only  conservative  principles  God's  unity. 

This  is  a  terrible  thing  to  approach  blasphemously,  for  many  assumed  God^s  m^s- 
siabs  and  prophets  have  expiated  by  their  death,  imd  the  people  have  suffered  by  anl- 
lions  in  slaughter,  and  yet  the  end  has  not  come.  We  can  luirdly  go  amiss. '  Tlu* 
world  has  wept  in  mud  mired  with  blood,  for  this  iniquity  of  degraded  superstition. 

Man^s  acts,  as  contradistinguished  from  God's,  are  seen  by  the  slow  progress  of  revo- 
lution, which  if  conservative,  are  so  many  epochs  of  right  inspiration. 

The  present  system  of  Christianity  has  been  before  the  world  some  eighteen  huni!r«  1 
and  odd  years,  as  claimed,  and  still  a  small  minority  of  the  thousand  millions  of  m.iiiy 
is  only  in  the  nominal  circle. 

And  yet  proselyting  the  whole  was  the  very  miracle  he  came  to  perform,  clcarlv 
proved  impracticable  and  unworthy  of  adoption  all  the  time. 
What  impudence  on  God^s  earth,  and  before  man's  face ! 

There  is  more  than  a  majority  of  the  whole  world  that  believes  in  no  one  peculiar  fi:'\ 
but  more  or  less  as  pagans  so  called,  but  in  whom  in  part  God*8  light  more  or  k^ 
beams  as  he  is  realized  as  the  Great  Spirit,  whom  they  will  not  exchange  for  the  Vhr^ 
tian%  gods,  nor  the  gods  of  any  other  peculiar  faith. 

Then  most  of  the  balance  are  Mahomedans,  Jews  and  others  of  peculiar  doctrines. 
But  millions  and  millions  are  bound  to  no  peculiar  faitli,  which  they  reject  as  li  a- 
graceful  to  mind  and  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  abhorrent  to  rational  religion. 

As  the  last  think,  so  will  all  mankind  when  most  refined  in  civilization  think,  as  lliis 
enlightened  faith  shows  the  impress  of  truth  of  Almighty  reason. 

But  how  did  the  wise  men  of  the  East  know  that  the  star  in  the  East  was  the  stjr 
of  Christ  3 
W)io  endorses  their  wisdom  beyond  that  of  mortals  ? 

Who  endorses  the  eiidorsers  1  What  honest,  sensible  mind  will  to-day,  believe  this 
Blatement? 

This  fable  of  the  star  betrays  the  utter  ignorance  of  astronomical  principles,  and 
mnch  more  when  the  windows  of  the  bible  heaven  are  claimed  to  be  opened. 

The  expression  for  the  location  is  stupid  in  the  extreme.  Did  half  of  the  world  sre 
itt  Could  this  local  incident  interest  the  world  ?  The  workers  of  this  drama  untlor- 
(ook  more  than  they  appreciated.  They  could  lie  successfully  for  thousands  of  years 
in  earthly  matters,  but  were  nonplused  in  God's  busine^. 

The  people  of  the  world,  from  iU  commencement  to  the  end  oftime,  were  all  intercsto<i 
in  this  mighty  phenomenon,  that  could  not  have  excited  less  than  a  hemisphere  to  its 
miffbty  dispUy  !     Where  ja  the  mighty  sign  recorded  > 

I\was  a  world  wide  interest,  was  intended  for  the  world  nniversally^  and  thereforo 
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must  hare  the  indelible  God-print6  analogous  to  all  that  the  Creator  does  among  uni- 
verse phenomena.  Its  absence  marks  it  the  basest  fraud  attempted  on  the  mind  of 
man. 

Where  is  it,  astronomy,  speak  thou,  one  of  the  bright  daughters  of  science  to  ignorant 
men  ? 

Mortal  was  Christ,  and  mortal  he  died,  if  he  over  lived. 

If  minister  for  good,  he  took  false  steps  to  show  it,  as  evil,  unlike  that  good  that  pure 
religious  principles  give,  has  come  out  of  it. 

Look  at  the  wars,  tortures  and  tyranny  of  its  peculiar  faith.  It  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  deep  designing  men  of  this  messiahship  machinery  corrupted  the  views 
of  this  man  of  straw,  Clurist,  to  their  greatest  extent  for  the  temporal  interest  of  priest- 
ecracy. 

ilow  does  Christ  stand  by  the  'side  of  Socrates,  who  died  for  the  most  rational  faith 
in  his  times  ?  Socrates  sought  most  disinterestedly  an  honorable  faith,  claiming  no 
more  than  a  citizen^s  right.  Christ  assumed  the  God,  and  is  convicted  below  aa 
honest  man !  t 

Many  have  been  called  martyrs,  who  died  for  peculiar  or  false  faith,  but  they  can 
never  reach  that  title  or  dignity,  unless  they  claim  martyrdom  for  the  rights  of  con- 
science.    But  few  who  died  fanatics,  can  claim  the  dignity  of  martyrs. 

Now,  if  any  man  of  any  pretensions  to  candor,  can  claim  more  for  Christ  than  a 
mortal,  then  the  intellectual  world  can  envy  him  neither  his  morals  or  intellect,  as  the 
rectitude  of  both  is  directly  self-impeached.  The  obliquity  of  mind  reaches  the  state 
of  monomania,  or  he  cannot  rise  to  the  right  point  of  mind,  that  gives  tlte  inherent 
exalted  views  of  social  virtues,  taking  hold  of  noxious  triads  when  he  could  reach  uni- 
versal results,  and  could  look  through  the  phenomena  of  nature  to  her  God,  the  God 
ofalk 

The  name  of  Christ  is  used  by  many  w^eak  or  deluded  followers,  as  if  that  name  had 
a  charm  above  all  principle>  ail  works.  Such  people  have  lost  sight  of  all  prin- 
ciples, especially  when  they  tyrannize  over  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  world  in  such  a 
name. 

Away  with  all  such  characters  that  forget  that  principles  must  be  respected,  as  they 
respect  the  Great  Head  of  all. 

Who  are  said  to  be  Christ's  particular  ancestors  ? 

Jacob,  for  whom  this  peculiar  dispensation  is  procured  at  the  expense  of  his  truth, 
honesty,  and  honor,  thereby  excluding  the  very  result  contemplated,  purity  of  cha- 
racter. 

The  boast  of  Christ's  descent  from  David,  is  not  eflectual  for  unsullied  virtue,  that 
distinguishes  exaltation  of  character. 

Such  descent  has  to  answer  for  man,  but  if  that  mortal  assumes  prerogative  of  a  God 
on  this  basis,  he  becomes  a  condemned  impostor,  a  great  deal  worse  than  having  claims 
to  such  polluted  iniquity.  Reason  and  truth  clearly  decide  this.  But  aller  all,  how  is 
Christ  proved  to  be  the  son  of  David,  if  Joseph  his  lineal  desceodent  had  not  the 
paternity  of  Christ?  Want  of  such  lineage,  the  thing  pretended^  kills  the  prophecy 
and  himself,  and  stamps  him  the  false  Christ. 

If  Christ  assumed  to  be  more  than  mortal^  he  blasphemed. 

As  mortal,  he  usurped  the  province  of  mind. 

That  conception  of  Christ  oiiginates  a  blasphemy  of  vulgar  character  and  liceiK 
tiottsness,  unpardonable  in  the  authors  of  the  assumed  inspiration. 

The  mere  fact  of  mortality,  shows  an  imbecility  unworthy  of  God|  who  cannot  and 
never  will  die. 

Such  a  fable  fall«  short  of  heathen  myths,  which  it  poorly  copied. 

What  contradiction  and  stupid  nonsense  !  He  was  man  and  God !  A  solecism  in 
language,  and  imbecility  in  power !  God  cannot  die,  man  cannot  escape  death.  No 
other  proof  is  needed  to  the  world,  to  appreciate  Uiis  subject,  truth  tells,  analysis 
decides  fully,  that  such  is  a  monster  in  physics,  an  impossibility  in  physiology,  more  to 
be  avoided  than  sought. 

Physiology  decides  the  whole  blasphemously  false. 

And  what  miracles  for  the  messiah,  in  abeyance  to  facts.  Among  them  all  stand 
conspicuous  those  that  oaused  expulsion  of  devils  from  man. 

Some  rational  people  take  this  bible  figuratively  and  metaphorically,  wishing  to  ex- 
plain the  whole  as  the  most  rational  exposition  of  a  good  intention ;  but  faith  dogma- 
tists, after  all  their  mysteries,  use  the  term  of  devil,  angel,  witch  and  sorcerer,  &6.« 
literally  ;  then  we  must  adopt  no  construction,  suited  temporarily  to  explain  away  any- 
thing of  theirs,  so  tenaciously  adhered  to,  but  meet  all,  fairl]^  and  squarely,  liberal  in  aJ]» 
and  fair  in  the  whole. 
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No  explanation  of  jugglery,  of  hand  or  tongue,  will  answer,  because  all  this  work  is 
the  jugglery  of  mind  ;  it  is  the  mysterious  psychology  that  is  to  lead  mind  and  sod,  as 
the  masters  direct,  in  this  mysterious  machinery. 

Christ  was  not  content  to  expel  the  legion,  but  he  even  caused  the  innocent  swioe,  to 
the  amount  of  two  thousand,  to  rush  into  the  sea,  under  its  fury,  and  to  be  choked !  And, 
in  all  his  just  actions,  we  do  not  hear  that  he  ever  staid  to  requite  the  wronged  owners, 
who  to  this  day  never  cancelled  this  debt ;  but  were  all  glad  to  be  rid  of  such  men. 

Now,  with  this  position  we  overturn  this  whole  priestocracy,  in  their  highest  enthu- 
siasm. 

We  protest  against  the  existence  of  devils,  on  their  own  boasted  showing  and  advo- 
cacy, from  the  very  character  of  a  pure  Deity,  and  Almighty  Creator  omnipotent. 

The  proof,  by  their  own  documents,  in  any  worthy  court  of  conscience,  before  all 
good  intelligent  citizens,  binds  the  world  to  reject  the  imposition,  come  from  what 
sources  it  may.  And  the  man  or  set  of  men  that  humbug  in  one  instance,  as  in  this 
clear  case,  will  do  so  in  a  hundred  thousand,  or  millions,  if  uecessar)',  to  carry  out  their 
nefarious  designs  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

No  matter  what  testimony  of  their  own  affiliated  cattle  is  adduced,  the  position  i» 
proved  more  clearly,  as  false.  And  what  can  be  expected  of  the  progeny  of  such  cor- 
rupt parentage,  the  world  knows  to  its  deepest  sorrow  and  most  poignant  anguish. 

The  whole  of  the  disciples  were  at  one  time  deserters. 

Peter  is  quoted  as  the  founder  of  the  church,  yet  he,  at  the  time  worth  more  than 
any  other,  committed  perjury,  in  the  denial  of  its  head. 

llis  weakness,  the  weakness  of  human  nature,  can  be  excused,  but  his  crime  of  per- 
jury cannot  be  overlooked ;  for  the  man  culpable  of  its  commission  is  not  tnistworthj 
m  the  word  of  so  much  conscience  as  religion. 

The  perjurer  may  be  tolerated  in  his  silence,  not  in  religion,  that  he  affects  to  estab- 
lish for  the  whole  world. 

His  peculiar  faith  people  have  excused  him  for  the  perjury,  but  monotheists  must 
consider  him  doubly  unwortliy  of  credit,  and  that  he  cannot  be  believed. 

Well  had  it  been  if  the  character  of  Christ  had  been  a  true  reformer,  purely  for  the 
good  of  all ;  but  he  set  up  a  kingdom  for  himself,  anti-god  to  the  pure  God. 

His  personal  ambition  ekes  out  on  all  occasions,  and  instead  of  correcting,  in  hi« 
direct  conflicts,  the  vices  and  the  corruption  of  the  times,  he  merely  rouses  up  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Jewish  priesthood,  who  immolated  him  on  the  altar  of  their  idolatry, 
involved  as  he  was  in  the  crime  of  his  own  deeper  blasphemy  and  sectarianism. 

Nothing  less  than  this  state  could  be  expected  of  peculiar  faith,  that  by  its  familiarity 
brings  its  gods  into  contempt. 

The  true  spirit  of  reformation  can  only  be  rightly  seconded  by  the  best  men,  who 
must  seek  the  most  enlarged  circle  of  action,  speedily  accomplished  for  the  Author  of 
good. 

We  might  rest  this  great  question  on  this  single  and  solitary  position,  in  the  court  of 
analysis,  the  court  of  conscience — that  if  the  universal  object  of  Christ's  mission,  for 
the  salvation  of  souls,  was  peculiar  to  his  time,  a  period  of  man's  life,  and  one  small 
section  of  country,  at  the  same  time  he  being  asserted  to  be  able  to  perform  miracles— 
that  is,  perform  the  functions  of  God — not  securing  the  whole  world  at  that  time,  by 
personal  action,  analogous  to  that  assumed,  then  he  loses  the  best  hold  on  mind ;  as  he 
neglected  or  was  incompetent  to  the  universal  mission,  or  acted  treacherously  to  the 
wants  of  the  world. 

His  function  was  the  salvation  of  all,  and  leaving  that  undone  in  most  of  the  world, 
he  left  undone  the  only  true  miracle  expedient  for  the  world.  This  position  is  truer 
than  his  gospel,  that  cannot  be  fulfilled  by  its  own  inherent  elements,  now  shivering  in 
fragments. 

But  miracles  are  not  the  functions  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  who  directs,  not  mis- 
directs, his  works,  that  prove  his  Godship  to  all  rational  minds,  that  would  act  most 
irrationally  and  stupidly  to  require  any  other. 

The  affected  performance  of  miracles  is  unnatural,  and  can  only  belong  to  the  drama 
of  peculiar  faith,  an  unnatural  monster.  The  God  of  nature  works  with  her,  and  cannot 
be  antagonistical,  therefore  does  not  perform  miracles. 

But  miracles  are  created  by  the  functions  of  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  are  ex- 
cluded from  all  codes  of  rational  minds. 

Miracles,  then,  can  only  have  existence  in  ignorant  minds,  blinded  to  superstition 
and  idolatry  of  bibles  of  tradition,  which  are  better  worshipped  than  the  God  of  the  uni- 
rerse  is  adored.  The  performance  of  God  is  recorded  by  God-marks  in  the  nniverse ; 
the  performance  of  such  mighty  deeds,  as  claimed,  are  entitled  to  equal  record  as  the 
works  of  a  God,  by  God's  marks.    Where  are  they  1    They  could  be  the  only  proof. 
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Bat  the  bible  of  tradition  is  man's  mark,  that  time,  God's  mark,  sweeps  away.  Vain 
priestocracy,  did  you  think  of  all  this  ! 

Now,  if  competent  to  control  natural  phenomena,  as  absurdly  claimed,  Christ's  autho- 
rity clashed  with  that  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  that  is  regularly  managed,  or  managed 
by  rule,  not  by  whim,  or  caprice,  or  the  time,  but  by  regular  set,  fixed,  conservative 
principles — never  by  miracles.     As  one  has  to  fall,  rational  mind  can  easily  decide  who. 

We  do  not  seek  to  know  how  the  gods  of  peculiar  faith  manage  their  empire,  in  their 
peculiar  way,  as  that  is  peculiarly  claimed  to  be  the  peculiar  province  of  peculiar 
minds,  pecuUarly  affected  ;  whether  with  monomania  or  design,  the  God  of  the  universe 
knows. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  from  inquiring  minds,  that  Christ  has  only  executed  in  a  con- 
fused, bungling  performance,  a  partial  and  moderate  portion  ever  since  of  his  universal 
mission,  and  that  only  to  a  very  small  portion  of  human  beings,  and  all  that  on  borrowed 
capital  of  God,  when  clearly  a  part  of  the  majority  of  his  cotemporaries  was  the  very 
worst  of  savagres  und  desperate  cannibals,  the  very  people  to  be  speedily  reformed. 

But  he  had  a  special  mission,  is  it  pretended,  to  the  peculiar  people  1  Were  they 
worse  ofi*  than  the  rest  of  the  world  ?  What  then  becomes  of  God's  especial  pecu- 
liar providence  over  this  peculiar  people,  that  that  peculiar  providence  made  hie  charge 
worse  ? 

If  he  did  not  have  a  peculiar  mission,  then  he  is  culpable  of  unpardonable  guilt,  in 
not  saving  all  the  world,  while  his  life  lasted,  *^  before  the  time  came  when  no  man 
could  work." 

If  he  did  have  a  peculiar  mission,  then  what  shall  we  say  of  the  billions  before  he 
came  on  earth,  most  of  whom  neither  knew  him  nor  the  bible  of  the  Jewish  nation  T 
Worse  than  all,  his  legacy  has  created  rival  sectarian  treeds  and  faith  among  different 
denominations,  that  hated  and  killed  each,  without  love  or  mercy,  for  the  Christian 
ambition  of  having  the  ascendency  in  propagating  their  peculiar  orthodoxy,  that  state 
and  church  might  flourish  aright,  according  to  their  notions. 

And  still  worse,  it  has  left  one  of  the  world's  peculiar  platforms  of  faith,  to  aoooy 
and  divide  mankind,  that  God  s  principles  can  unite  in  universal  brotherhood. 

Christ's  imbecile  incapacity,  under  such  striking  circumstances,  to  help  his  friends, 
the  sufferers — people  needing,  as  he  affirmed,  the  object  of  his  mission — affords  the  best 
evidence  that  can  be  furnished  of  his  mortal  and  vain  pretensions,  and  decides  conclu- 
eively  the  certain  mortality  of  Christ's  peculiar  faith. 

But  admit  that  he  encountered  the  most  rebellious  opposition  from  God's  own  peca- 
liar  people,  who  by  their  prophecies,  as  assumed,  were  bound  to  expect  him,  let  that 
opposition  be  in  innumerable  folds,  more  powerful,  to  the  extent  of  man,  and  the  world, 
and  the  devil  and  his  angels,  all,  still,  if  a  God,  how  magnificent  a  triumph,  which,  lost, 
not  only  proves  him  a  mortal,  but  a  degraded,  blasphemous  impostor. 

The  issue  is  then  joined  most  promptly  and  sincerely  in  comparison  by  monotheism, 
the  adoration  of  the  Immortal  Bein^,  and  the  sincere  tuition  with  pure  action  necessa- 
rily inspired,  from  the  only  proper  sources. 

Monotheism  compares  triumphantly  in  regard  to  the  union  of  all  mankind,  on  her  im- 
mortal principles,  the  only  ones  of  God.  Where  is  the  union  of  any  peculiar  faith, 
^-^hrist's,  or  any  ? 

The  grand  divisions  of  the  church  of  Christ,  began  with  its  dissentient  elements. 
The  feuds  about  Arianism,  show  what  it  was  in  its  earlier  days.  The  writings  of  Paul 
prove  disturbance  at  the  earliest.  The  hierarchy  split  into  Greek  and  Roman  papacy, 
conclusively  proving  how  peculiar  power  managed  its  affairs. 

But  it  may  be  affirmed  that  Christ  was  for  union  and  all  its  lovely  virtues,  then  he 
missed  too  intellectually  for  a  God,  and  thereby  places  himself  irrevocably  in  the  cate- 
gory of  a  mortal,  and  one  ignorant  of  the  true  principles  of  human  nature.  It  is  need- 
less to  affect  that  his  constructionists  did  not  act  for  him,  as  both  were  rebellious  to  the 
nobler  principles  that  insure  universality.  Christ  defines  his  own  sectarianism  too 
clearly  to  be  missed,  thereby  proving  himself  mortal  conclusively. 

But  the  code  of  Christianity  has  some  excellent  traits. 

With  pleasure  I  admit  them  all  as  coming  from  mind,  and  am  sorry  that  they  were 
not  universal,  and  fulfilled  the  mighty  mission  of  mind.  But  those  traits  are  abstract. 
It  puts  itself  in  antagonism  with  rational  religion,  and  its  ministry  have  to  defend  or 
leave  it 

So  have  all  other  important  systems,  but  what  of  that,  when  all  peculiar  faiths  vio- 
late the  greatest  fundamental  principles,  the  rights  of  the  Creator,  usurping  his  and  ere- 
atinff  no  new  principles  at  all. 

We  roust  not  stop  short  of  a  wise  comprehension,  that  uees  up  all  their  abstract  doo- 
trinea  forever. 
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It  is  this  partial  view  of  abstract  doctrines  that  has  sophisticated,  whilst  the  unaToid- 
able  evils  of  the  peculiar  faith  have  ruined  the  world. 

We  had  better  resort  at  once,  as  we  ought  universally,  to  the  rnle  of  conservative 
principles,  which  embrace  all  the  abstract  truths  of  the  least  value  in  all  peculiar  faiths 
that  are  necessarily  indebted  to  them,  and  exclude  most  masterly  all  their  evils,  and  in 
80  doing  we  can,  by  the  only  conduct  alone  approach  the  God  of  the  universe,  otlu  r- 
wise  we  delude  ourselves,  and  deceive  the  whole  world  by  the  little  god  of  pccDliar 
faith,  an  insignificant  and  worthless  deity. 

Christ  or  his  daubers  have  marred  the  moral  sublimity  of  the  picture  of  homaniiy, 
not  liberalized,  but  degraded  by  mortal  frailties,  for  he  is  the  object  of  idolatry,  mi'-ul 
of  the  one  pure  God  exclusive.  Some  may  affect  that  it  was  essential  to  institute  tiiib 
faith  and  elevate  him  to  this  supremacy,  to  get  the  faith  of  tlie  people  confirmed.  Ikt 
this  is  a  flimsy  expedient  of  absolutism,  disguised  in  all  the  forms.  It  is  the  low  trirk 
of  priestocracy  to  secure  that  absolutism. 

The  Thibet  lama  makers  hare  done  nothing  worse,  compared  witK  the  lights  before 
tiiem. 

These  divisions,  sects  and  denominations,  are  due  the  faulty  system  that  Christ  is 
said  to  have  originated,  and  proves  that  position  witliout  the  redemption  of  contradic- 
tion. 

The  subject,  man,  originating  from  Deity,  can  never  be  satisfactorily  and  properly 
indoctrinated  in  any  faith,  less  truth  and  reason,  to  fulfil  the  object  of  his  destiny. 

The  standard  of  idolatry  can  never  bring  man  right  to  unity.  Nothing  less  than  con- 
servative revolution  will.  The  subject  does  not  admit  of  any  eclecticism,  for  the  mass 
is  totally  corrupt. 

The  banner  to  suit  man's  nature  needs  the  immortal  fixed  principles,  that  now  im- 
peach it  before  the  universe's  high  court  of  conscience,  in  its  soundest  piety  and  highest 
veracity. 

That  is  of  man -worship,  and  of  the  most  vindictive  character,  as  history  of  crusades, 
inquisitions,  and  treatment  of  reformations,  to  the  amplest  satisfaction  of  wise  men 
prove. 

But  among  the  last  dreamy  evidences,  some  may  think  that  the  blood  of  the  martyrs 
and  saints,  so  called  by  priestocracy,  ought  to  carry  out  their  drama  and  prove  the  mes- 
siahship  of  Christ.     Not  at  all. 

Who  were  they  ?  All  such  were  mere  men  of  various  characters,  of  coarse,  that 
died  for  freedom  of  opinion. 

Thousands  and  thousands,  no  less  so,  died  in  our  revolutionary  war  for  this  very  rea- 
son, at  the  highest  shrine  of  mind,  its  glorious  freedom. 

Millions  have  died  for  it,  for  many  centuries  over  the  world.  It  is  to  be  deplored 
that  their  martyrdom  was  not  in  the  noble  cause  of  rational  religion,  instead  of  the 
bigotry  of  peculiar  faith,  that  must  die  out. 

To  cite  strongest  pagan  proof,  the  martyrdom  of  the  Juggernaut  car,  can  be  safely 
introduced,  to  show  that  man  can  die  most  readily  from  self-delusion  and  fanaticism,  A»f 
fallacy  of  opinion,  as  easily  as  for  the  most  confirmed  truth  and  principles. 

The  imitation  voice  of  the  ofl^spring  will  rally  the  noblest  impulses  of  the  mother'a 
aflfection,  and  the  most  timid  animals  risk  and  sacrifice  their  lives  in  their  defence. 

All  such  martyrs  have  died  under  self-delusion  of  peculiar  faith,  operated  upon  by 
true  influences  of  nature  in  the  defence  of  their  supposwi  duties. 

Analysis  puts  the  whole  matter  right. 

Though  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  if  civilized,  sees  the  fallacy  of  the  Joggeroaots, 
yet  who  could  persuade  the  priests  to  stop  this  horrid  delusion,  while  the  profits  raise  a 
bulwark  to  all  attempts  at  reform  ? 

What  car©  these  fanatics  for  the  loss  of  life,  the  degradation  of  humanity  the  vassal- 
age of  mind,  to  the  most  glaring  and  obnoxious  murderous  superstition,  or  for  the  peo- 
ple, if  their  priestocracy  can  flourish  ? 

An  intelligence  superior  to  all  the  base  shackles  of  mind,  a  patriotism  supreme  over 
the  selfish  sordidness  of  all  such  speculation,  a  religion  supreme  in  refined  civiiizatioo, 
will  teach  mind  that  all  such  martyrdom  betrays  a  fatal  antagonism  of  sectarianism, 
hostile  to  the  best  sentiments  of  the  sonl  and  its  Creator,  and  conclusively  condemns 
the  damning  errors  of  their  propagators,  and  triumphantly  leads  them  to  a  position  Uiat 
gives  universal  union  and  love  for  such  fatal  puerilities. 

What  can  faith  in  Christ  avail,  if  Christ  be  unavailable  ? 

Faith  is  the  confidence  in  reasonable  and  analogous,  therefore  mind  principles,  other- 
wise, it  is  only  credulity. 

All  faith  must  rest  on  undoubted  facts,  to  be  w^orth  respect  of  mind,  to  which  all  is 
necessarily  submitted. 
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The  greater  the  subject,  the  more  satisfactorily  is  that  faith  to  be  established,  on  not 
only  indisputable  but  irrefragable  testimony. 

All  faith  in  peculiar  system  comes  short  of  the  unity  of  God,  and  can  never  be 
established  in  mind  that  he  owns. 

l-^aith  of  a  proper  and  honorable  character,  cannot  possibly  enter  into  any  absurd  and 
unnatural  views  in  any  respect. 

All  things  submitted  to  mind,  must  be  received  on  the  principles  that  govern  mind. 

All  kinds  of  faith  are  especially  submitted  to  mind,  and  nothing  else. 

^lind  can  kftow  nothing  of  religion  but  as  a  truth,  therefore,  its  faith  in  that  must  be 
undoubtedly  true. 

It  is  utterly  absurd  to  talk  of  the  heart-faith,  when  mind  has  the  sole  province,  duty 
aiJ'J  responsibility,  to  decide  rightly.  The  heart  is  a  blood-vessel,  and  is  mainly  con- 
cerned in  the  functions  of  circulation. 

Keligion,  to  be  true,  must  be  mind-felt,  conclusively  proved  a  rational  faith. 

Faith  beyond  reason,  at  all  times,  leaves  analysis  of  folly  that  leads  to  crimes. 

I*aith  must  depend  on  the  purest  principles  of  philosophy,  that  represents  the  most 
1  iberal  proper  sense  and  science,  the  best  of  religion  that  causes  mind  to  comprehend 
the  nnost  enlightened  duty. 

Hope  rests  on  the  same  foundation,  ever  confident  in  science  and  true  knowledge, 
always  referring  to  God  supreme. 

Benevolence  necessarily  recognises  the  path  of  such  faith,  end  owed  with  the  noblest 
attributes  of  humanity. 

Linked  with  the  sublimcst  mercy,  she  cannot  force  out  an  improper  and  irrational 
faith,  which  would  be  criminal  as  unjust  to  ourselves  and  the  just  relation  of  things. 

\Vhen  all  this  doctrine  is  fully  investigated  and  tried  in  the  court  of  conscience,  mind 
will  acquiesce  in  that  as  wrong,  not  compatible  with  right  principles. 

No  sound  mind  can  reject  reasonable  decisions,  as  it  must  understand  itself,  that  is 
necessary  prior  to  appreciating  God. 

We  must  understand  mind  to  understand  the  universe.  Language  must  be  understood 
fully  and  properly,  and  be  strictly  correct. 

Faith  either  relies  on  reason,  that  is,  tnith,  or  self-delusion  ;  she  cannot  rely  on  any 
other. 

Faith  with  reason  absolutely  rejects  all  vicegerents,  mcssiahs,  Christs,  prophets, 
miracle-mongers,  mystery-pretenders,  by  one  of  the  plainest  attributes  of  God. 

With  self-delusion  and  insidious  persuasion,  what  is  called  faith,  receives  the  most 
inconsiderate  and  worthless  doctrines,  unworthy  of  the  age  and  its  virtues. 

Christ's  raessiahship,  or  any  of  the  best  far  beyond  his,  could  not  be  mistaken  if  sent 
by  God,  for  then  they  would  have  been  universal  in  space  and  in  time,  past,  present  and 
future  ;  cotemporary  with  creation,  not  peculiar  to  any  age  or  small  circle. 

Chri:<t's  mission  bad  not  the  passport  and  genuine  stamp  of  God  on  it,  else  its  seal 
would  have  been  universal,  accompanied  by  its  unerring  proofs. 

The  stamp  of  peculiar  character,  unerringly  condemns  it  as  counterfeit. 

When  truth  is  intentionally  and  wantonly  violated  by  any  disciples  or  church-mem- 
bers, then  who  cannot  see  that  there  is  a  violation  of  the  principal  foundation  of  all 
religion  that  is  rational  1 

What,  then,  was  the  state  of  Peter's  mind  ? 

Was  it  rightly  imbued  with  rational  religion  1 

What  honest  mind  can  think  so  now  ? 

Were  the  disciples  worthy  of  mind^s  confidence,  when  they  all  deserted  their  master 
of  peculiar  faith  1 

This  bespeaks  a  degradation  however  pardonable  for  the  weakness  of  haman  nature, 
is  inadmissible  certainly,  for  leaderv  worthy  of  the  world. 

The  possession  of  pure  religion,  and  its  author,  God,  cannot  be  truly  denied  by  any 
rational  mind. 

No  God  walks  the  earth  as  mortal,  that  is  unreasonable,  as  well  as  adverse  to  the 
principles  of  physiology,  while  the  mortal  may  expect  to  as'pire  to  nobler  existence. 
God  exalts.  And  all  such  impositions  of  a  roessiah  rank  and  absurd,  bear  further 
deeper  stain,  that  of  impiety  and  shameful  blasphemy. 

The  gods  of  the  ancients  were  miserable  fictions,  charactenzed  by  the  mind  of  the 
-writers,  that  the  priests  could  mould  as  suited  their  interest,  or  that  of  the  dictating 
conquerors,  with  which  collusion  they  all  acted  in  the  falsest  faith  to  the  people,  who 
Merc  to  be  the  vulgar  dupes  and  exponents  of  absolutism. 

If  the  most  ample  bribes  were  not  effectual,  the  compulsion  of  victory  and  coi^quest 
was  to  secure  the  flattering  answers  of  the  orarles  so  common  to  the  ancient  world. 
The  oraclc-moQgers  were  as  compliant  as  bribes  and  power  could  create. 
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Among  the  peculiar  faiths  of  even  Asia,  is  that  of  a  Confucius,  who  lived  ccntarifis 
before  Christ,  and  offering  sentiments  that  were  doctrinal  even  with  that,  as  the  founda- 
tion of  proper  social  principle,  "  Do  ye  unto  others,  as  ye  would  have  them  do  unto  you." 

The  modern  fanatic  in  his  degrading  notions  of  his  own  self-important  powers,  igno- 
rance of  those  valuable  and  immortal  powers  in  his  own  mind  if  secured  from  bigotry, 
filled  with  a  disgusting  man  and  idol  worship,  prevalent  in  every  age  that  bows  to  power 
where  its  brief  authority  prevails,  will  wonder  in  stupid  surprise  at  the  origin  of  this  sen- 
tence. Let  him  learn  true  wisdom  displayed  by  mind's  exhaustless  powers  if  independently 
sought,  the  treasures  that  have  been  perverted  in  all  false  systems  of  peculiar  failii,  to 
correct  which  he  must  respect  himself  as  the  faithful  representative  of  God. 

Let  him  learn  tliat  all  these  came  from  the  true  mint  that  coins,  that  have  been  amal- 
gamated in  spurious,  false,  and  counterfeit  currency. 

Let  him  seek  the  fountain,  that  mind  becoming  potent,  reason  drinks  of,  and  keeps  it 
forever  pure. 

From  what  can  we  learn  of  Christ,  but  that  of  imposition  and  blasphemy,  too  plain 
for  mistake  ? 

What  has  his  mode  of  faith  done,  but  demoralize  the  world,  exciting  wars  for  centu- 
ries, civil  and  general,  continent  against  continent,  nation  and  family  against  each  other, 
strife  all  the  time  of  its  existence,  the  most  vindictive  and  evil  passions  of  men  stirred 
up  thereby,  the  people  impoverished,  demoralized  and  enslaved,  to  a  papacy  absolute  in 
proportion  to  the  light  of  mind  ? 

The  principal  faith  has  been  so  corrupt,  that  reformation,  the  noble  light  of  mind, 
obscured  and  crushed,  had  to  be  mixed  to  make  it  tolerable  by  the  world  ! 

If  Christ  be  peculiarly  sent  to  the  peculiar  people  for  their  salvation,  how  comes  it 
that  these  peculiar  people  did  not  receive  him  ? 

But  that  holiness  of  the  new  creature  being  born  again,  the  benefits  of  the  new  birth, 
regeneration,  how  can  soul  receive  it,  ay,  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  it  receives  the  pecu- 
liar faith  of  Christ? 

The  priestocracy  were  wide  awake,  to  have  the  peculiar  befiefits  only  expressed 
through  their  peculiar  province,  as  all  priestocrdcies  tliat  are  cunning,  to  degrade  their 
world,  not  wise  to  save  it. 

All  that  can  come  efiectual,  is  from  God,  if  truth  be  told,  and  the  best  of  mind  i^ 
God's  own  light  from  his  omniscient  inspiration,  or  none  at  all,  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term,  can  come.  The  degraded  priesthoods  ought  to  know  that,  if  they  analyze  mind 
and  its  relations  to  mind  and  God. 

The  Creator  is  certainly  most  interested  in  affection  for  creation.  To  attempt  denial 
of  this,  libels  God's  and  man's  nature. 

True  analysis,  however  diflScult  to  reach,  decides  all  these  questions  in  favor  of  God 
supreme  and  only  sovereign. 

Imperfect  analysis  alone  can  assent  to  those  interested  in  the  treacherous  impediment 
of  mind's  noblest  perfection,  intellectual  independence,  that  shows  the  only  dependence 
on  God. 

But  civilization  and  Christianity  go  together  1 

Where  was  civilization  in  tlie  dark  ages,  centuries  after  Christianity  flourished  ?  In 
those  dark  times,  when  the  church  invoked  the  sword  instead  of  mind's  light,  to  atti.iQ 
the  true  conquest  of  the  world.  Did  she  save  the  ancient  world  for  centuries,  becom- 
ing more  and  more  bereft  of  mind's  light  ? 

Is  not  clu-istianity  one  of  the  usurpations  of  God's  attributes,  and  of  mind's  virtues  1 

Did  the  church  advance  science,  when  it  imprisoned  Galileo,  the  astronomer,  perse- 
cuting him  and  hosts  of  others,  for  advancing  science  as  now  required  1  Does  not  this 
fully  settle  the  whole  question,  at  once  and  forever  ? 

If  we  admit  the  splendors  of  the  Vatican,  enriched  with  her  seventy  thousand  sta- 
tues, and  a  library  fourteen  hundred  years  old,  eclipsing,  by  such  perishing  masses,  the 
gifts  of  all  gifts,  the  freedom  of  living  mind,  denied  at  this  day  by  brute  force,  before 
that  building,  facts  of  history  declare  that  civilization  abides  not  with  Christianity,  f<'r 
mind's  freeclom  thus  oppressed  is  proof  conclusive. 

But,  then,  the  Protestants  deny  the  proper  position  to  the  Papists,  and  declare  that 
they  have  the  true  civilization.  The  last  are  indebted  to  the  lights  of  science  through 
mind,  for  the  very  reformation  they  boast  of. 

It  is  mind  all  the  time  that  acts,  but  peculiar  faith  aflfects  to  be  its  guardian.  When 
will  truth  be  spoken  in  the  world-wide  history  ? 

Did  not  science  better  abide  at  one  time  with  the  Mahommedans  ? 

But  science  never  can  flourish,  where  there  is  want  of  light  and  freedom  of  mind. 

This  is  indisputable,  Uiat  science  only  flourishes  in  degree.  Her  loftiest  flights  must 
be  her  freest. 
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However  •powerful  the  hierarchy  and  priestocracy,  still  their  superstition  should  never 
stand  fur  a  moment,  before  the  light  of  the  present  science  of  philosophy  and  rational 
religion.  • 

Wliy  do  not  the  free  nations  extricate  themselves  at  once  ?  The  intelligent  good 
must  act  wisely  for  all. 

They  can  analyze  the  true  state  of  things,  and  decide  most  knowingly,  that  messiah- 
ship  reverses  civilization  of  mind,  but  the  rest  of  the  world  should  act  understandingly, 
not  do  as  bid  by  predecessors,  who  were  prompted  by  peculiar  views,  interests,  influ- 
ence and  even  prejudices  that  must  not  arrest  the  progress  of  mind. 

Here  was  Christ,  that  confined  himself  to  a  small  spot  of  earth  his  whole  life  time, 
instead  of  devoting  that  life  time  to  the  whole  world,  the  very  object  of  his  mission  ! 

Why  if  he  could  work  miracles,  did  he  not  as  a  master  convince  the  chosen  people 
of  God  1  Was  the  assertion  withheld,  because  the  falsehood  would  have  been  too 
j>lain,  for  the  world  not  to  see  it  ? 

Why  did  he  not  work  his  miracles  universally  as  a  God,  to  universal  conviction  ? 

Were  these  miracles  any  more  than  bible  machinery,  jugglery  of  mind? 

Did  he  ever  remove  mountains,  or  command  the  elements  of  the  universe  to  attend 
him  as  a  God  ?    Where  is  certain  proof? 

If  Christ  was  co-equal  with  God  from  the  foundation,  where  was  he  when  angels 
fell  ?     If  he  could  not  rule  in  the  peculiar  heaven,  how  reign  on  earth  ? 

But  this  angel  fall,  was  worthy  of  correction  in  the  supreme,  and  yet  how  imperfectly 
did  this  peculiar  god  manage  his  peculiar  heaven.  This  is  a  peculiar  tale,  and  requires 
peculiar  minds  to  believe  it. 

( 'an  his  peculiar  heaven  be  a  fit  place  for  souls,  that  seek  no  temptation  there,  and  be 
entirely  exempt  from  fall  ?     The  God  of  the  universe  is  the  God  of  all. 

Now  when  man  fell,  then  was  the  fit  time  for  Christ  surely  to  free  him  at  once  from 
the  curse.  Then  he  was  familiar  with  Go<l,  and  would  have  accepted  at  least  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  as  these  people,  Adam  and  Eve,  had  been  personally  concerned. 

The  atonement  was  placed  at  the  wrong  end,  and  as  God  does  things  right,  man's 
hand  is  in  all  this,  and  the  corrupt  priests^  at  that  assuredly. 

Again,  why  did  not  God  use  Christ,  when  the  bible  says  he  destroyed  the  world  by  a 
deluge,  and  thereby  give  all  the  world  a  fair  chance  to  start  with  a  messiah  ? 

Man  botches  God's  works  eternally,  instead  of  learning  that  God  governed  the  uni- 
verse by  universal  principles,  as  well  physically  as  morally,  mentally  as  religiously. 

Had  mind  appreciated  this  position  of  God  at  the  time  tnidition  gave  her  bibles,  then 
we  had  been  spared  this  faulty  conception  of  messiahship,  and  the  debased  character  of 
the  priests  not  overcome  the  science  of  the  people.  As  it  is,  the  priestocracy  has 
spared  nothing  sacred  in  their  peculiar  heaven,  and  has  desecrated  all  on  earth,  and 
tradition,  merely  priest  fable,  has  made  God  incapable  of  ruling  one  world,  much  less  the 
universe  without  an  overseer.  But  in  what  is  he  delinquent  ?  Can  any  of  these  base 
minded  men,  point  out  aught  of  the  supremo's  deficiencies?  They  have  debased  every 
thing  their  mind  could  pollute,  from  Egypt  to  the  whole  world. 

God  exists  everywhere,  and  he  cannot  be  excluded. 

Mind  is  particularly  the  gift  of  God,  and  is  inspired  by  him.  On  what  then  can  the 
mission  fall  ?     On  matter  ?     God  is  there,  for  he  is  the  God  of  nature. 

In  the  dreams  of  these  fanatical  visionaries,  they  might  have  deluded  themselves  with 
the  faith  that  another  universe  needed  their  missionary,  and  forgot  afler  their  sleep 
where  it  was  their  messiah  was  wanting  ? 

God's  splendid  works  prove  by  their  government,  that  they  did  not  come  by  chance, 
which  if  thus  miscalled,  is  a  complete  system  of  creation,  that  eternally  excludes  the 
very  idea  of  messiahship. 

What  was  man's  sphere  ?  To  exercise  free  agency  of  mind,  but  only  in  the  limits  of 
the  conservative  principles  of  the  universe  that  could  not  exist  even  in  name,  if  those 
principles  did  not  govern  it. 

Where  then  could  a  messiah  act  ?     The  universe  is  a  perfect  whole,  that  excludes  him. 

God  himself  is  bound  to  his  own  principles,  and  has  elegantly  prefigured  to  man  his 
correct  and  disciplined  course.  Though  there  are  from  the  nature  of  creation  precipices, 
yet  man' can  see  the  landmarks. 

Principles  were  violated  in  the  family  of  Christ,  that  nothing  could  have  caused,  had 
these  disciples  been  of  God. 

On  what  principles  of  judgment  was  Christ's  death  necessary  to  produce  onirersal 
redemption  1 

If  that  be  so,  on  what  principle  can  the  traitor  be  condemned  ? 

The  predestination  kills  all  ^sterns  of  messiahs.  Who  is  to  meet  this  predestinatioii 
that  kills  free  agency  of  mind  ? 
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The  proof  universal  of  God's  works,  referring  directly  to  the  great  first  cause,  excludes 
xnessiahs  conclusively. 

What  else  was  it  than  a  mortal  influence,  that  embraced  twelve  men,  whom  a  god  so 
called,  selects? 

If  his  followers  could  not  esteem  or  adhere  to  him  sincerely  when  he  was  with  them, 
what  could  he  do  more  in  his  absence  1 

The  God  of  the  universe  convinces,  having  as  creator  certain  fixed  and  immutable 
principles  for  his  creation,  adequate  and  efficient  for  its  preservation,  and  to  command 
the  respect  of  all  rational  minds. 

When  there  is  failure,  it  was  the  fault  of  a  mortal,  who  could  not  command  tlie 
esteem  of  twelve  men,  much  less  convert  them  or  the  world. 

In  the  dark  ages,  centuries  after  the  institution  of  the  christian  peculiar  faith,  the 
deepest  superstition  and  bigotry  prevailed,  whereas,  had  intellectual  light  and  reason 
prevailed  as  God's  endowments,  men  had  been  better  as  their  minds  had  been  enlight- 
ened, and  the  rulers  instead  of  vassals  of  peculiar  faith. 

All  exertions  were  made  by  Christ  or  Christ  fathers,  to  generate  a  system,  and  popu- 
larize it  before  the  world. 

It  was  a  dangerous  enterprise,  before  God  and  man. 

He  gathered  around  him  an  imbecile  ignorance,  unworthy  a  God,  characters  none  of 
the  best,  as  Peter  the  perjurer,  Judas  the  traitor,  the  rest  deserters. 

All  perjurers  are  incapable  of  inspiring  credence,  as  the  virtue  of  truth  is  forever  lost 
to  them. 

Hence  Peter,  on  whom  Christ's  mantle  fell,  to  whom  the  keys  were  delivered,  is 
unworthy  by  perjury  to  face  the  world. 

There  is,  then,  truly,  an  end  to  that  system. 

All  traitors  are  base  and  fit  company  for  perjurers. 

Now  all  the  balance  of  the  disciples  Vere  deserters,  and  are  traitors  to  truth  and  the 
best  feelings  of  sincerity  to  human  nature,  most  grateful  to  its  creator.  Alas,  what 
poor  company  to  be  found  in,  but  then  this  was  the  very  kind  most  needing  amendment, 
but  chosen  as  most  easily  moulded  for  this  vile  humbug. 

What  is  any  soul's  interest  in  all  such  worth  ? 

All  such  systems  have  essential  elements,  that  degrade  them  as  vile. 

Judas  had  no  business  there  if  he  had  no  faith  in  Christ,  who  conld  not  unfortunately 
mould  the  very  man  most  needing  it,  and  could  if  a  God  had  known  him  at  once.  If  he 
did  not  know  Judas  he  was  no  god ;  if  he  did,  then  his  selection  condemns  him  worst 
of  all. 

But  if  Judas  discovered  all  this  design  of  Christ  to  be  a  vile  assault  on  mind's  rights, 
who  can  condemn  its  exposure  ?  Which  was  the  worst  treachery,  to  the  world's  best 
interests  1     The  traitor  to  Christ,  oy  the  traitor  to  God  ? 

All  this  was  the  peculiar  work  of  peculiar  faith,  that  can  only  do  little  at  the  time  at 
one  isolated  point,  and  in  few  minds. 

God  that  rules  the  universe,  has  his  work  better  done,  not  operating  on  mere  indivi- 
duals, but  all  nations  and  on  all  minds  at  once,  not  merely  small  circlep  at  Palestine,  but 
the  world  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  not  merely  the  world,  but  the  universe  !  There 
is  the  test  of  sublimity,  and  sublime  power. 

The  christian  is  no  more  than  the  Jew  with  God,  yet  there  is  prevailing  a  distioct 
separation.     How  can  this  be  1 

Even  the  bible  of  bibles  has  copied  the  heathen  mythology  in  placing  the  rich  man 
in  hell  and  Lazarus  in  Abraham's  bosom,  as  if  there  were  two  or  more  divisions  in 
certain  regions  for  all  departed  spirits,  till  the  final  day  of  judgment.  What,  then,  did 
Christ  know  more  than  mythologists  ?  He  and  all  the  bible  writers  have  been  very 
ignorant  in  the  most  important  subjects,  and  were  the*  exponents  of  priestocracy  so 
wofully  ignorant  in  natural  philosophy. 

Christ  lefl  others  to  do  what  he  plainly  could  not  do.  And  this  is  the  fine  messiah, 
for  independent,  intelligent  mind ! 

The  very  effort  to  correct  creation  by  a  messiah,  at  that  very  moment  stultifies  the 
enterprise,  and  renders  it  a  complete  abortion  and  dissension,  as  the  bloody  history  of 
the  world  shows. 

Then  God  can  commit  crime  and  folly,  both  of  which  he  would  do,  in  having  such  i 
messiahship  as  pointed  out. 

The  originators  must  try  their  hands  at  another  botch,  for  all  tlie  past  are  miserablj 
stupid  and  imperfect.     The  covenant  makers  are  all  botches. 

It  would  be  folly  for  a  ftill-faith  proprietor  to  have  a  co-partner  when' the  proprietor 
was  the  only  one  to  act,  and  coula  only  govern  the  universe  of  himself. 

It  would  be  perfect  folly  for  a  master  workman,  after  having  a  perfect  machinery 
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working  admirably  and  adequately,  to  institute  another  part  totally  unnecessary  and 
totally  subversive  of  its  harmony  and  order. 

God  could  not  commit  the  crime  of  seduction  or  whoredom,  and  against  bis  own 
laws,  morals  and  religion,  on  his  own  world  race,  the  worst  of  all  crimes,  on  a  mere 
mortal  woman.  Physiology  decides  against  that,  especially  in  the  absence  of  all  evi- 
dence of  God's  organization. 

But  God  sent  the  Holy  Ghost ! 

That  makes  the  matter  worse,  for  death  comes  in  as  a  witness,  having  separated  the 
ghost,  spirit,  or  soul  from  the  human  body,  leaves  no  access  of  the  two  distinct  ex- 
istences, much  less  a  union  between  a  spirit  or  ghost  and  living  mortal.  It  is  clear  that 
none  such  can  be  seen  or  felt.  Of  course  the  function  of  God  is  creation,  not  pro-crea- 
tion, and  this  decides  the  whole  question. 

Of  course  there  is  but  one  way  left,  and  that  is  by  birth,  as  all  mortals.  Physiology 
proves  the  whole  then,  to  be  a  miserable  fabrication  of  priestocracy,  who  did  any  and 
everything  for  avarice  and  ambition  that  degrades  man's  nature. 

Then  God  created  Christ,  if  there  ever  was  such  a  being,  as  all  mortals,  and  no  more. 

God  is  incapable  of  crime,  as  a  God,  then  he  acted  as  a  God  in  creating  all  alike. 

God's  providence  superintends,  but  God's  work  was  finished  before  messiahs,  preced- 
ing Christ  many  centuries,  were  born. 

The  messiah- makers  have  God  a  daily  laborer,  even  sabbath-breaker,  to  uphold  his 
works. 

His  conservative  principles  and  universal  providence  prove  God  more  supreme  than 
any  other  position,  after  the  supreme  organization  of  mind  or  soul. 

If  God^s  conservative  principles  apply,  an  intercessor  cannot  supersede  tliem. 

If  they  do  not  apply,  they  place  God  in  an  imbecile  position,  striving  to  do  what  he 
could  not  do. 

His  principles  uphold  his  universal  works,  from  creation. 

To  attempt  an  alteration  by  messiahship,  involves  not  only  contradictions,  but  the 
most  absurd  blasphemy. 

If  an  intercessor  apply,  he  must  of  necessity  supersede  God's  principles,  and  must 
not  only  regulate  the  safety  of  man,  but  must  protect  the  universe. 

This  deduction  absolutely  and  necessarily  follows,  and  displaces  God  or  renders  him 
futile ;  to  such  miserable  positions,  not  God,  but  stupid  priestocracy  is  reduced,  and  has 
its  aiders  and  abettors  at  this  day  and  time  before  the  light  of  science,  that  shames  them 
as  the  most  degraded  of  beings. 

Providence,  then,  has  provided  at  first  not  last,  a  good  and  adequate  provision  tliat 
all  priestocracy  cannot  alter,  much  less  improve  on. 

Who  dares  libel  God  on  this  point? 

Who  dares  defraud  man  of  this  treasury  of  mind? 

Will  humanity,  one  of  the  first  principles,  permit  any  ? 

What  was  Christ's  humanity  able  to  affect,  staying  pent  up  in  Palestine,  a  small 
country,  giving  him  all  else  round  about,  when  the  whole  world  needed  his  immediate 
assistance  ? 

This  at  once  declares  the  nature  of  the  deception,  and  that  his  system  needed  time 
and  aid  of  others,  as  all  mortal  plans,  when  in  a  moment  the  God  of  such  mission  could 
have  operated  by  inspiration  to  flash  conviction,  conversion,  and  regeneration  in  all 
rational  minds,  as  he  does  when  they  are  not  perverted. 

Coming  to  do  extras,  Christ  could  have  brought  an  entire  new  and  original  stock  of 
principles,  thus  best  proving  himself  a  god.  Did  he  do  it  ?  He  not  only  did  not  do  it,  but 
fell  miserably  far  short  of  the  universal  application,  of  what  God  had  given  creation. 

Instead  of  a  universal  brotherhood,  he  left  the  very  worst  elements  of  dissension  and 
sectarianism.  • 

Critics  have  been  bribed  by  the  seductions  of  powerful  influences,  or  awed  by  the 
terrors  of  inquisitorial  ferociousness,  where  they  have  not  been  destroyed  by  all  the 
malign  absolutism  of  church  and  state  despotism. 

Did  he  not  increase  instead  of  ending  superstition  ? 

Instead  of  one  devil,  he  originated  legion,  and  added  to  the  horrors  of  mind  already 
tinctured  with  this  fiction. 

How  could  he  institute  judicial  reign,  without  full  cognizance  of  every  thought,  word 
and  deed,  and  how  could  he  get  this  power  but  as  Deity  himself? 

The  works  of  creation  fill  every  rational  mind  with  adoration  to  humility  for  their 
divine  author,  God,  but  cause  every  sane  one  to  revolt  at  the  idea  of  any  other  being 
concerned  therein. 

The  author  of  mind's  existence  never  dies,  as  he  is  immortal.  His  sphere  is  the 
universe,  and  he  is  always  cognizant  of  all. 
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But  whilst  this  assumed  messiah  was  on  earth,  in  Palestine  or  Egypt,  he  could  not 
be  in  the  balance  of  this  world,  much  loss  in  all  the  universe. 

If  in  other  parts,  he  must  have  operated  as  m^^siah,  but  this  is  not  his  history,  as 
he  is  expressly  located,  and  that  location  defines  him  too  clearly  as  mortal,  for  rational 
mortals  to  ifiistake  him  at  all. 

Priestocracy  corrupt  at  that,  may  affect  to  do  so.  lie  did  not  operate  over  the  world 
as  its  messiah,  that  is  clear. 

How  could  this  local  Christ  act  on  the  balance  of  the  world  conformably  to  his 
mission  then  ? 

If  he  came  for  that  purpose,  and  did  not  do  it,  then  it  proves  him  a  deserter  of  his 
own  cause,  or  incapable — a  woful  position  for  a  messiah. 

His  whole  mcssiahship  is  thus  annihilated  as  a  false  pretence  and  nonentity  before  a 
perfect  God. 

How  could  Christ  recognise  the  transgressions  of  those  born  anterior  to  him  ? 

How  fill  the  interval  of  the  days,  that  were  concerned  from  the  lime  of  conception 
to  birth,  to  maturity  of  mind,  and  the  days  that  it  is  assumed  he  lay  in  the  sepulchre  ? 

This  is  an  impassable  barrier  for  peculiar  faith.  But  peculiar  faith  leaps  many  a 
barrier,  that  reason  revolts  at. 

Peculiar  faith  is  a  rebel  to  mind,  that  owes  a  primary  good  faith  to  reason  and  God. 

The  Christ-killers  are  dreadfully  censured  by  some,  yet  how  could  the  atonement  by 
Christ's  blood  be  otherwise  effected  1     The  fault  lay  in  the  dramatists. 

As  to  the  co-workers  in  this  bloody  fiction  drama,  what  senseless  contradiction  and 
stupid  effrontery  to  arraign  them  ?     Somebody  had  to  do  it ! 

They  should  be  considered  co-workers,  and  have  their  position  accordingly. 

But  were  they  murderers  or  executioners  of  the  mighty  behest  1 

If  they  were  murderers,  then  is  Christ's  death  naught  but  a  murder  of  a  mortal. 

If  they  were  the  enactors  of  a  necessary  drama,  who  can  arraign  them  1  Can  pre- 
destination, herself  most  guilty  ? 

If  Christ  suffered  for  blasphemy,  who  can  libel  God,  whose  principles  vindicate  him 
and  his  universe  ? 

But  why  not  have  Christ,  the  Messiah? 

Because  God  is  a  perfect  being,  and  has  perfect  attributes  ;  therefore  it  is  a  perfect 
blasphemy  to  do  so.  If  God  were  not  a  perfect  being,  tlien  messiahs  might  be  tolerated ; 
but  that  is  the  perjury. 

Prove  to  the  world  the  reverse  position,  or  yield  it  in  silence,  and  forever,  that  Christs 
are  perfect  humbues. 

Your  peculiar  claims  for  peculiar  faith,  come  under  this  same  category,  by  the  sound- 
est logic. 

It  is  not  Christ,  nor  Christianity,  nor  peculiar  faith  and  doctrines,  that  enlighten  the 
world,  but  tliey  darken  it,  indeed.  That  it  is  all  a  forgery,  in  pure  language,  to  say  that 
trinity  can  exist  in  unity,  and  be  one  or  the  other,  as  sophisticated  dupes  may  pretend. 

God  never  made  such  language,  for  it  is  not  truth ;  consequently  he  is  not  the  author 
of  such  absurd  doctrine.  The  pure  in  mind  will  believe  in  an  ever-living  God,  in  all 
his  perfect  purity,  uncontaminated  with  such  foul  untruths  or  moral  blemishes. 

Analysis  tells  us,  too  plainly  for  mistake,  of  the  meagre  poverty  and  failure  of  aH 
pretended  redemptions,  none  of  which  ever  reached  a  majority  of  the  world,  at  any 
period  of  authentic  history  known  to  the  wise. 

All  such  peculiar  systems  are  criminal,  as  they  hinder  the  progress  of  rational  re- 
ligion. 

But  Christ  died  for  all !     Why  do  not  all  say  so  ? 

Where  are  the  eight  hundred  millions  of  the  billion,  every  age  or  two,  that  are  not 
benefited  1  and  worse,  this  matter  may  end  to  the  very  ignorance  of  his  name,  in  a  few 
more  ages  in  the  world,  except  as  a  curious  history  of  superstition. 

It  is  utterly  absurd  to  suppose  a  mediator-genersd,  yet  so  peculiar  that  he  cannot  have 
an  efficient  mission. 

He  did  this,  confining  himself  to  Jewry,  a  little  country,  and  only  a  part  of  his  own 
short  age ! 

A  brave  and  efficient  messiah  ought  to  have  said  :  Follow  me  to  the  whole  cireum> 
ference  of  the  globe-land. 

Command  me,  world-citizens,  as  to  your  choice  of  miracles,  that  prove  a  God  most 
satisfactorily. 

Ye  are  the  beneficiaries,  and  ye  shall  behold  and  direct  all  necessary  to  exhibit  the 
Godship. 

The  missioQ  is  to  convince  and  convert  the  whole  world,  and  then  it  is  done  and 
finished. 
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And  as  you  may  have  all  doubts  removed,  death  shall  seem  to  invade  this  God ;  but 
the  triumph  shall  be  proved  before  the  whole  worl^. 

Nature  shall  suffer,  and  the  God-marks  shall  be  left  for  a  proof,  all  time  of  these  con- 
clusive miracles.     History  shall  subscribe  to  the  facts. 

The  character  shall  be  fixed  in  nature,  and  she  shall  carry  in  her  bosom  all  the  argu- 
ments. 

Mind  shall  not  wait  to  be  preached  to,  but  shall  reason  on  the  mighty  seal,  fixed  with 
God's  works,  and  imbibe  the  trinity,  not  unity,  of  the  Godhead. 

But  the  very  blood  that,  if  he  were  mortal,  he  could  not  help  shedding,  and  if  God, 
could  not  have  shed  to  death,  is  most  absurdly  to  save  the  world,  in  one  of  its  obscure 
points! 

None,  but  the  potent  arm  of  Deity,  can  truly  do  this.  And  that  proves  the  God, 
without  the  blood. 

The  presence  of  blood  proves  the  mortal ;  the  absence  declares  omnipotence.  What 
an  absurd  drama ! 

All  else  belongs  to  the  polytheism  of  an  exploded  mythology !  The  best  proof  of  his 
mortality  is,  that  he  could  not  save  himself;  how,  then,  save  the  unvisited  world,  when 
he  did  not  save  the  part  particularly  visited  1 

If  the  effusion  of  blood  was  expedient,  there  were  the  guilt  and  crime  of  murder  in 
its  execution,  as  the  penalty  of  a  Judas,  the  advocates  of  Christianity  affirm,  prove. 

Can  any  analyst  admit  that  the  purity  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  the  God  of  mind, 
could  plan,  in  his  infinite  power  and  perfection,  a  murder,  that  is  necessary  to  secure 
the  character  of  this  Messiah  ? 

No  one  in  his  senses  can  submit  to  such  contradiction  of  language,  that  portrays  a 
murder  and  not  a  murderer,  a  trinity  that  is  unity.  When  can  sophistry  beat  all  this  ? 
This  is  the  deepest  of  sophistry,  conclusively.     Sophistry  can  go  no  farther. 

Would  that  it  were  murder  of  language  and  sense  alone. 

Fanaticism  and  bigotry  assume  the  province,  and  despotism  of  faith  rears  her  obnox- 
ious standard.  * 

No  matter  for  consistency,  the  virtue  jewel  of  mind,  the  appropriate  exercise  and 
legitimate  sphere  is  faith,  however  mere  credulity,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal. 

How  can  we  trust  to  the  false  Peter,  to  testify  about  higher  matters,  in  which  his 
ignorance  betrays  him,  or  about  matters  of  truth,  when  his  testimony  was  invalidated 
by  prior  perjury  ?     He  cannot  be  at  all,  a  worthy  witness. 

God  asks  not,  nor  permits,  such  witnesses  and  outrages  on  reason. 

His  signet  is  science,  that  impostors  cannot  lose,  and  his  sceptre,  philosophy,  that 
blasphemy  cannot  mar.  But  how  could  the  world  dispense  with  the  christian  dispen- 
sation ?  How  do  without  it  1  The  universe  cannot  receive  it,  and  that  closes  the 
barrier  upon  the  whole  world  forever  to  its  graceless  pretences. 

The  majority  of  the  world  has  ever  done  without  it  entirely  all  the  time ! 

What  part  did  the  minority  have  ?  Not  only  that  part,  but  all  the  balance  of  the 
whole  world  were  upheld  by  God,  thousands  of  years  before  any  such  pretended 
dispensation  was  ever  cunningly  devised,  despite  of  all  this,  and  all  stnmbllng-blocks  of 
all  men^s  systems  of  plurality  of  gods,  to  have  officiating  priesthoods  to  expound  their 
peculiar  mysteries  and  faiths  to  the  people. 

But  the  Son  of  God  must  draw  the  soul ! 

What  did  those  billions  of  souls,  prior  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  eighteen  centuries  ago, 
do  for  that  drawing  ? 

As  Christ  had  not  died  prior  to  his  assumed  crucifixion,  which  was  considered  abso- 
lutely essential  for  the  satisfactory  atonement,  how  could  those  anterior  to  his  suffering, 
receive  the  benefit  1 

If  the  crucifixion  had  not  been  executed,  as  his  advocates  maintain,  then  none  could 
be  benefited. 

The  doctrine  destroys  itself  plainly,  and  is  sophistry,  all. 

Either,  then,  God  is  not  God,  or  Christ  is  not  the  Messiah. 

The  works  of  the  universe  prove  the  first,  and  expel  the  last. 

And  is  there  any  necessity,  but  in  the  monomania  of  fanatics,  that  sophisms  and  libels 
should  be  thus  perpetrated  on  the  Almighty,  that  he  cannot  be  known  by  his  works  1 

What  base  and  blasphemous  libelers ! 

We  prefer  the  ever-living  God,  the  true  and  only  proprietor. 

We  do  not  need  two  powers,  no  more  than  two  suns  for  our  solar  system,  as  they 
might  confuse.  What  could  a  trinity  of  suns  do  1  No  doubt  there  would  be  a  trinity 
of  sons  to  solar  systems,  if  there  were  a  trinity  of  the  Godhead.  Where,  botches, 
could  ye  put  another  ?    Answer  that  before  ye  advance  a  step  farther. 

God  18  enough,  if  God  be  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Digitized  byLjOOQlC 


702  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

What  could  existence  be,  but  for  God  ? 

The  controlling  authority  is  the  c{eative  authority,  of  course. 

The  resurrection  of  the  immortal  part  was  not  connected  to  the  advent  of  any  peculiar 
dispensation ;  a  perfect  absurdity,  as  the  doctrine  necessarily  cuts  off  preceding  soub, 
but  only  proves  by  the  impotent  pretence,  God's  universal  power  that  acted  thus  omni- 
potently from  the  creation.  There  is  doubt  as  to  Christ  being  the  lamb,  slain  from  thr 
foundation,  for  the  remission  of  sins  by  his  blood,  that  this  blood  tliat  is  not  capable  ot' 
saving  a  majority  of  the  people  after  the  advent,  should  save  all  befure  it. 

There  is  then  the  gre?itcst  absurdity,  since  he  has  never  been  able,  as  far  as  good 
proof  that  is  most  essential  goes,  to  convince  a  majority,  at  any  time  since,  much  Ica« 
save  the  whole  before  his  advent. 

This  proves  an  absurdity,  and  impossibility. 

Parents  can  do  more  good  by  teaching  their  children  correct  principles,  than  any 
lessons  about  all  messiahs  and  christs.  Time  will  come  when  Christ  will  mean  a  ce- 
ceiver.     Why  ? 

The  Creator,  man^s  only  God,  has  endowed  the  universe,  mind  included,  with  all 
necessary  principles,  and  all  the  christs,  apostles,  saints,  martyrs,  pretenders,  past,  prt- 
sent  and  future,  on  earth,  can  only  teach  the  same,  but  not  as  well,  for  the  same  reasim 
that  medical  doctors  cannot  act  for  patients  when  first  attacked,  because  their  absence 
forbids  the  same  at  the  right  time. 

After  all  the  pretences  of  the  whole  systems  about  faith,  the  best  can  do  more  than 
teach  correct  principles,  that  God  gave  for  all  rational  minds -to  use.  If  mind  cannot 
find  itself  having  all  the  functions  of  capacity,  then  the  province  of  reason  is  silenced 
indeed. 

All  the  christs  possible  add  nothing  to  principles,  but  invalidate  their  good  efiect,  za 
has  been  proved,  that  two  suns,  much  less  three,  would  bewilder  and  confuse  our  solar 
system. 

Mind  needs  the  ministers  of  science— education,  embracing  all  funds  necessary  to  be 
known,  not  corrupt  impostors.  But  Christ,  who  died  for  his  own  actions  in  his  mortal 
functions,  died  for  all ! 

How  do  you  prove  that  Christ  died  for  all,  by  any  truthful  and  unexceptionable 
testimony  ? 

You  are  estopped  on  all  but  feeling,  which  is  mere  animal  excitement  in  polytheism^ 
and  all  that  cannot  be  by  any  means  any  test  for  religion. 

If  test  for  anything,  it  is  for  peculiar  faith,  that  is  worth  nothing  in  rational  religion. 

"  As  in  Adam  all  died,  so  in  Christ  all  will  be  saved,''  is  a  doctrine  that  now  hUs 
also,  and  with  it  all  itd  errors  of  universalism,  that  must  be  graduated  to  mind,  merits, 
and  all  through  the  Creator  of  the  universe. 

The  doctrine  of  accountability  reigns  triumphant,  on  triumphant  principles  of  indivi- 
duality and  free  moral  agency. 

Christ  cannot  be  an  infinite  being  at  all,  as  his  existence  was  local,  not  filling  immeo* 
sity  of  space ;  therefore  he  cannot  possess  infinite  power,  that  is  essentially  ncces^iry 
to  save  all,  and  positively  cannot  be  a  God. 

Christ  was  identified  with  time  and  locality,  and  was  their  subject,  whereas  the  God 
of  the  universe  embraces  time  in  eternity,  and  locality  in  boundless  space,  and  is  their 
master. 

The  infinite  eternal  must  have  created  all  others  christs  and  christ-makcrs,  and  mas- 
ters ;  that  is,  God  gave  existence  to  all  created  beings.  He  is  tlie  only  self-created. 
All  others  have  only  mortal  powers. 

Did  Christ  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  Father,  that  is  God  ? 

Christ  partook  of  the  nature  of  his  father,  that  is  mortal,  and  proved  it  by  his  birtb, 
life  and  death.     Born  of  a  woman  and  of  earth,  he  was  no  more  than  other  mortals. 

Can  any  preacher  partake  of  God's  nature  ? 

At  most  Christ,  if  ever  such  lived,  only  not  as  fiction,  was  only  the  author  of  a  system 
of  peculiar  faith,  he  or  his  friends ;  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  be  otherwise. 

Did  Christ  originate  anything  characteristic  of  a  God  ?  Did  he  create  a  living  bein^  ? 
Any  body  with  perpetual  motion,  as  God's  creation  shows  ?  If  he  did  not,  then  the 
mind,  the  beneficiary,  is  not  to  be  hoaxed. 

No  peculiar  hoax  will  answer  now  in  this  all  important  subject.  As  represented  in 
the  peculiar  bible,  who  was  Christ  but  a  mind-juggler ;  well  educated  in  Egyntian 
mysteries  of  that  country's  pricstocracy  ?  What  better  subjects  did  the  whole  world 
present  at  that  time,  for  all  kinds  of  imposition  to  be  practiced  upon  them  ?  The 
moderns  cannot  properly  appreciate  the  extreme  ignorance  and  credulity  of  the  ancient 
people  in  mass.  People  in  those  days  of  extreme  ignorance,  were  very  credulous  of 
phenomena  that  they  could  not  explain,  and  looked  upon  as  miracles.      How  coukl 
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they  do  otherwise,  when  masters  were  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  metaphysics.  Of 
course,  miracles  then  were  very  common  with  such  a  kind  of  people.  The  cunning 
part,  the  priestocracy,  made  speculation  of  all  this  capital  of  superstition.  How  many 
such  characters  have  arisen  since,  with  success  correspondent  to  the  ignorance  or 
improved  state  of  the  world  1 

Mahomet,  six  hundred  years  and  more  afterwards,  triumphed  in  this  very  system, 
adding  thereto  his  own  works  and  miracles. 

Prophecies  need  not  be  very  interesting  after  the  prophet  Christ  is  annihilated.  It 
would  be  well  for  the  world  to  know  when  some  were  written  ?  Were  not  all  after  the 
events?  Of  course,  and  long  after  the  pretended  life  time !  No  special  pleading  will 
touch  the  question  about  that  of  the  temple.  Time,  that  propliecies,  will  best  answer 
all  such  without  error,  and  will  destroy  many  other  temples  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is 
plain. 

To  whom  but  the  author  of  time  do  honor  and  glory  belong  in  the  highest,  as  the  Crea- 
tor of  the  universe,  and  all  intelligence,  or  mind,  the  greatest  of  all  ? 

It  is  for  intelligent  mankind  to  discard  all  such  impositions  at  once. 

Mind  has  most  ardently  sought  in  its  purest  sincerity  to  estimate  Christ  as  the 
greatest  reformer,  but  it  discovers  that  all  messiahs  are  impostors  and  swindlers :  and 
if  peculiar  faith  was  not  represented  by  absolutism,  identified  with  relations  and  friend- 
ships personal,  besides  the  spirit  of  the  corps,  it  would  hardly  be  countenanced  by  men 
of  science  any  less  than  the  false  pretences  of  impostors. 

Did  Christ  propagate  science  or  philosophy,  to  exalt  the  character  of  mind  as 
Socrates,  or  scatter  the  seed  of  sectarianism  and  elements  of  dissension,  by  referring  to 
himself  as  master,  when  the  Creator  alone  was  the  chief  of  his  own  universe  exclu- 
sively ?  The  question  arises,  not  to  be  resisted,  how  do  you  obtain  conviction  of  sin, 
but  through  mind  ? 

Mind  must  be  enlightened  to  perceive,  and  independent  to  act.  Did  Christ  advance 
society  through  God  s  principles  in  science  and  philosophy? 

What  is  the  character  of  him  who  appropriates  from  the  public  treasury  of  God, 
abundant  funds  without  due  acknowledgment,  and  misapplies  them  ? 

If  miracles  were  expedient  for  proof,  why  not  leave  the  world,  the  universe,  duly  Christ 
impressed  ? 

But  they  are  God,  not  Christ,  impressed. 

How  many  mountains  or  continents  are  Christ's  ? 

Not  one.     How  many  souls,  minds,  are  Chri.st's?     Not  one.     They  are  God's. 

Instead  of  presenting  us  the  facts  of  rational  religion,  Christ's  system  adopts  poly- 
theism, no  less  than  four  gods  or  powers,  adds  to  it  sex  and  numbers  of  assistants ! 
Saints  even  at  this  day — ^all  paganism  of  the  worst  species. 

Christ  was  a  man,  and  might  have  been  a  great  reformer  of  his  day,  if  he  had  acted 
as  mortil,  but  attempting  more,  he  was  an  impostor. 

The  acts  of  Christ,  lead  to  blind  and  savage  fanatical  infatuation. 

What  were  the  crusades,  but  magnificent  robberies  and  murders  for  conquests,  under 
the  impulse  of  abject  superstition  ?  The  bible  added  to  the  delusion,  and  nurtured  the 
opinion  "  that  the  thousand  years  mentioned  in  revelation,  c.  xx.  were  fulfilled  ;  that 
Christ  was  soon  to  make  his  appearance  in  Palestine  to  judge  the  world." 

**  The  pilgrims  meet  with  a  rough  reception  in  Palestine  from  the  Turks,  who  derided 
the  sacred  mysteries  of  Christianity."  "  Pope  Gregory  VII.  had  formed  a  design  of 
uniting  all  the  princes  of  Christendom  against  the  Mahometans  ;  but  his  exorbitant 
encroachments  upon  the  civil  power  of  princes  had  created  him  so  many  enemies,  &c." 

**  Pope  Martin  II.,  with  Peter  the  hermit,  excited  four  thousand  ecclesiastics  and 
thirty  thousand  seculars,  besides  the  greatest  prelates,  nobles  and  princes,  to  rescue  the 
holy  city  from  the  hands  of  the  infidels  by  war." 

^*  It  is  deemed  the  will  of  God,"  was  deemed  a  divine  impulse  to  influence  Europe, 
now  "  sunk  in  the  most  profound  ignorance  and  superstitfon." 

The  ecclesiastics  had  gained  the  greatest  ascendant  over  the  human  mind  ;  and  the 
people  who  committed  the  most  horrid  crimes  and  disorders,  knew  of  no  other  expia- 
tion than  the  observances  imposed  on  them  by  their  spiritual  pastors." 

Next  to  this,  feudal  law  prevailed. 

'*  All  the  great  lords  possessed  the  right  of  peace  and  war,  and  valor  was  the  only 
excellence." 

The  first  army  of  three  hundred  thousand  men,  was  a  multitude  "  that  found  them- 
selves obliged  to  attain  by  plunder  what  they  vainly  expected  from  miracles,  and  were 
slaughtered  without  resistance." 

The  crusaders  of  the  confederated  army,  amounting  to  seven  hundred  thousand  men, 
were  successful  in  taking  the  holy  city  as  it  was  so  miscalled. 
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Other  crusades  had  its  defeats  as  well  as  victories. 

*'  M.  Voltaire,  as  quoted  by  Buck,  computes  the  neople  who  perished  in  the  differeot 
expeditions  at  upwards  of  two  millionS.'^  Some  good,  of  course,  grew  out  of  all  these 
evils,  and  by  the  time,  as  **  the  rage  continued  for  near  two  centuries." 

"  But  the  worst  enemies  the  croisaders  had,  were  their  own  internal  feuds  and  dis- 
sensions.^^ Their  three  states  at  Jerusaleni,  Antioch  and  Edessa,  made  war  on  each 
other,  and  other  Greek  emperors,  and  thus  became  an  easy  prey  to  the  common  enemy. 
"They  committed  horrid  cruelties,  as  barbarians  inflamed  with  the  most  bigoted 
enthusiasm." 

"When  Jerusalem  was  taken,  the  inhabitants  were  massacred ;  no  age  or  sex  wa^ 
spared,  not  even  sucking  children." 

The  monks  and  schoolmasters  superstition  sly  encouraged  the  croisades  of  children, 
who  were  betrayed  by  their  base  conductors. 

And  yet  all  this  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  the  fanaticism  of  "  several  popes,  who 
have  attempted  since  that  period  to  stir  up  the  Christians  to  such  an  undertaking." 

Once  we  might  have  been  perfectly  enchanted  with  the  chivalry  of  the  croisades. 
now  we  are  disgtisted  at  their  fanaticism,  superstition  and  bigotry,  that  caused  abomi- 
nable cruelty,  without  a  redeeming  trait. 

What  were  the  inquisitions,  but  the  most  brutal  and  savage  tyranny,  that  the  most 
superstitious  fanatics  ever  got  up  ? 

After  such  displays,  and  utter  incapacity  of  peculiar  faith  to  hold  up  her  head,  mes- 
biahships  can  well  be  pronounced  of  no  account  as  unavailable. 

Had  Christ  or  any  other  messiahship  affector  established  the  right  principles,  they, 
not  men  or  disciples,  would  have  vindicated  themselves  and  him  before  the  universe  and 
its  God,  and  would  have  established  the  incontrovertible  faith  of  rational  religion. 

We  go  to  the  best  and  highest  authority  to  prove  that  as  the  bible  of  tradition,  so  all 
peculiar  faiths  are  impeached  and  utterly  discarded.  Then  we  see  the  utter  absurditr 
of  expecting  anything  from  messiahship. 

The  commission  of  the  Savior,  as  he  is  called,  was  to  the  apostles  to  preach  to  the 
whole  world,  whilst  he  who  assumed  to  have  the  power  of  a  world's  conversion  should 
have  executed  it  in  his  lifetime,  and  perfected  his  mission.  Who  could  have  executed 
his  promise  to  redeem  the  world  better  than  Christ,  if  practicable. 

But  infants,  deaf  persons,  &c.,  who  for  ages  were  not  more  thap  infants  before 
science  taught  them,  could  not  be  preached  to? 

They  cannot  be  taught  faith — that  is  unavailable  with  them. 

Their  innocence  is  the  pleader  in  the  court  of  conscience  before  God,  who  was  their 
creator,  and  they  must  be  his  beneficiaries.  Any  church  rite  is  a  mummery,  where 
belief  is  not  attainable  at  its  institution. 

Children  cannot  be  damned  because  they  do  not  believe  the  scriptures,  supposing 
them  at  all  efficacious.  Shall  the  infant  that  is  excluded  from  the  church,  be  excluded 
from  the  bible  heaven  1 

If  there  was  an  efficacious  covenant  by  the  Jewish  polity,  that,  if  a  basis  for  universal 
salvation,  should  have  been  primarily  so.  But  who  does 'not  know  that  it  was  absolutely 
confined  to  Palestine  or  its  emigrants  exclusively  ?  and  that  it  caused  an  absurd  prosti- 
tution of  rite  on  nature's  laws,  that  is,  circumcision. 

Had  the  Jews  established  a  universal  empire  by  the  sword,  then  that  faith  might  have 
flourished  as  other  peculiar  faiths,  that  were  peculiarly  indebted  immediately  or  other- 
wise to  the  sword  or  imperial  influence,  for  propagation  and  institution,  as  imperial 
policy  dictated. 

As  the  first  covenant  of  Judaism  was  too  peculiar  to  be  the  world's  benefit,  the  last 
predicated  on  that  false  position  is  entirely  nugatory. 

Whether  these  covenants  be  continued  or  annulled,  they  are  both  too  peculiar  as 
man's  work,  for  God's  blessings.  Both  have  been  the  severest  curses  to  the  peculiar 
people  adopting  them.     Any  faith  that  refers  to  them,  is^  as  corrupt  as  the  base. 

Where  was  the  Creator's  covenant  with  mind,  from  its  creation?  A  birthright 
stamped  by  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  as  this,  could  not  be  annulled. 

All  man's  Christs  might  affect  to  offer  their  covenants  of  grace  and  salvation,  but  the 
seed  could  not  fall  on  any  \}\ii  a  barren  soil.  All  that  was  of  tlie  universe  was  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  Deity,  and  of  course  was  pre-occupied. 

A  mong  the  many  proofs  of  gospel  false  pr;etences,  are  the  great  differences  between 
the  old  and  new  testament  dispensations. 

The  old  dispensation  is  superseded  by  the  new  dispensation,  on  the  annunciation  of 
the  mcssiah. 

Now,  God  is  perfect  at  creation,  but  man  is  imperfect  in  his  conception  of  it,  and 
advances  in  the  progress  of  mind's  science  his  varioas  systems  of  peculiar  &ith. 
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Man's  systems  of  two  covenants  were  ever  superseded  by  mind's  covenant,  the  bible 
of  rational  mind. 

The  God  of  the  universe  set  up  his  presidency  at  creation's  birth,  as  universal  as 
•|Nice,  as  durable  as  eternity,  and  proclaimed  that  covenant  to  be  best  recognised  by  the 
highest  appreciation  of  civilization  and  religion. 

The  ministry  of  all  men's  systems  of  peculiar  faith,  however  ordained,  will  not  meet 
this  holy  question  of  God's  institution. 

The  ministry  of  God  is  not  of  man,  £ot  it  is  principles  all  the  time,  and  they  are  only 
God-ordaioed. 

Repentence  arises  on  conviction,  that  recurs  on  intellectual  recognition  of  what  are 
the  best  views  of  principles. 

These  principles  supersede  the  necessity  of  but  one  master,  and  that  of  the  universe. 
No  local  Christ,  can  be. 

No  commission  looks  honest,  when  the  commander  omitted  to  execute  the  mission. 
All  was  a  failure,  if  a  God,  an  imposition,  if  a  man ;  both  positions  decidedly  negative 
the  virtue,  in  the  sight  of  the  God  of  nature.  Of  what  benefit  are  peculiar  gods,  to 
mind? 

Who,  but  an  irrational  bigot,  cannot  now  see  that  the  commission  did  not  extend  tu 
this  world  ? 

John,  the  relation  of  Jesus,  the  son  of  Elizabeth,  cousin  of  Mary,  mother  of  Jesus, 
cried  in  the  wilderness,  to  prepare  the  way  for  Jesus,  and  endorsed  him. 

Now,  who  endorsed  John  1     Oh,  but  he  was  a  prophet ! 

Does  that  endorse  John  ?  The  bible  endorsement  is  worthless,  as  it  cannot  be  authen- 
ticated.    God  proves  that. 

Correct  principles,  when  justly  appreciated,  can  be  the  only  prophecy  that  is  univer- 
sal to  the  truly  wise. 

Reason  analyzes  principles,  that  endorse  themselves  as  God's  works,  and  nothing 
else.  ' 

All  things  that  occur,  are  fulfilled  by  the  prophecy  of  time  alone.  What  proofs  are 
there  of  Christ? 

He  healed  the  sick.     The  doctor  does  that 

He  made  the  blind  to  see.  When  blinded  with  cataract,  the  surgeon  causes  them 
to  see. 

But  he  raised  the  dead.  Jugglery  of  mind  and  hand  can  do  that,  and  the  balance 
claimed.  Who  endorses  Christ  as  the  universal  savior  of  the  world  ?  His  success  ? 
That  utterly  condemns  him.  What  does  the  God  of  the  universe  say,  who  is  superior 
to  any  peculiar  god  peculiarly  interpreted  1 

His  words  are  universal  and  eternal,  having  respect  to  past,  present,  and  future,  and 
do  not  pass  as  tradition,  that  cannot  be  a  fai£ful  exponent  of  the  God  of  nature.  His 
words,  like  himself,  are  living,  and  cannot  be  written  by  any  but  himself,  in  his  great 
spheres  of  the  universe. 

His  words  are  engraved,  by  his  eternal  means,  in  his  works. 

All  others  ai«  the  words  of  bibles  of  tradition,  the  evanescent  words  of  man. 

Christ  is  ever  claimed  as  omnipotent  and  omniscient. 

How  come  the  asserters  of  this  imposition  and  blasphemy,  to  escape  some  marked 
punishment  ? 

Angels,  and  a  star,  heralded  him.     Who  heralded  them  ? 

They  are  all  impossibilities,  declared  by  God's  word,  cause,  and  efiect. 

The  prophecies  are  falsified,  the  miracles  are  nullified,  and  mysteries  annihilated  as 
enii?mas  and  oracles,  by  the  first  principles  of  mind,  their  master. 

Truth  and  reason  are  triumphant  over  all  such  stuff;  therefore  it  was  that  you  can- 
not, and  must  not,  reason  on  this  bible. 

That  inquisition,  the  denial  of  reason,  is  the  worst  of  all  infamous  inquisitions,  and 
its  absurdity,  to  govern  by  faith,  is  worse  than  the  bible  story  of  the  fish  swallowing 
Jonah,  who  lay  in  him  three  days,  and  then  escaped  aUve.  If  any  fable  can  beat  that, 
then  we  yield  the  question. 

What  can  intelligent  modems  think  of  such  dregs,  worse  than  heathenish  superstition? 

People  need  religion,  not  nonsense  and  sophistry  of  a  tricky  priestocracy,  who  sought 
to  rule,  or  ruin,  the  world. 
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The  science  of  mathematics  defines  the  truth  of  numbers.  Now,  who  woald  pro- 
nounce three  fingers  of  the  one  hand,  one  finger  ? 

No  wise  or  sound  mind,  much  less,  say  that  the  hand  had  not  four  fingers,  instead  of 
three,  as  it  is  the  polytheism  of  four  gods  of  the  bible. 

Christ  had  no  principles  peculiar  for  a  trinity. 

Common  sense  and  benefit  are  the  cream  of  the  world's  sense,  and  they  decide  that 
the  mode  the  Holy  Ghost  operates  is  unappreciable. 

All  negatives  are  proved  by  affirmatives,  and,  in  this  matter,  ignorance  and  stupidity 
will  prevail,  though  the  institution  is  too  peculiar  for  universal  l^nefit.  It  commenced 
in  sin,  and  was  conceived  in  fraud. 

Why  do  christians,  whose  creed  is  love,  dififer  in  hundreds  of  sects  about  creeds,  but 
hy  reason  of  peculiar  views,  tastes,  and  inclinations,  that  prove  human  pretensions  1 

The  Mormons  now  appear  to  the  Christians,  what  the  Christians  once  did  to  the  an- 
cient Jews,  mere  innovators. 

Every  time  that  Christ  is  preached  as  a  vicegerent,  so  often  is  the  deepest  blasphemy 
preached  against  God,  the  Creator,  and  the  vilest  imposition  practiced  on  men,  the 
creatures. 

Why  80  many  dififerences  of  faith,  if  true  principles,  that  belong  to  religion,  were  the 
foundation  ? 

Who,  but  a  peculiar  God,  could  desert  his  son,  when  to  be  executed  as  a  common 
malefactor  between  thieves  ? 

The  God  of  the  universe  has  universal  dignity  and  power.  And  yet  effusion  of 
blood  was  a  part  of  the  compact  of  this  peculiar  god-drama,  and  those  that  produced  it 
were  punished.     That  is  peculiar-god  ethics. 

What  greater  absurdity  and  crime  can  be  perpetrated  ? 

To  wash  away  the  guilt  of  a  world,  the  blood  of  a  mortal  was  shed !  Murder  wns  to 
atone  for  it ;  crime  was  to  wash  away  crime ! 

This  was  the  messiah  for  man,  made  by  God,  who  is  bound  to  preserve  to  tlic  de- 
mands of  creation,  which  messiah  could  not  save  himself! 

Man,  who  cannot  save  himself  alone  by  good  works,  loses  himself,  by  bad  deeds, 
after  Christ's  help! 

All  ground  of  confidence,  for  the  present  or  future,  is  false,  but  in  God. 

All  minds  are  from  God,  and  have  the  elements  of  religion  as  a  creation-right,  and 
all  can  improve  them,  more  or  less,  by  improvement  of  conscience. 

Good  and  wise  laws  protect  society,  and  no  good,  wise  citizen  will  forsake  them  for 
reckless  speculations  in  bad  laws  and  worse  systems  of  peculiar  faith. 

Man's  nature  belongs,  in  part,  to  earth,  and  it  can  only  act  as  mortal,  sinful  to  death 
only  in  degree. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  greatest  miracle  that  Christ  came  to  perform,  as  said,  to 
create  belief  or  faith,  is  the  one  least  accomplished,  and  that  grows  beautifully  less,  u 
science  of  tlie  world  advances. 

So  far  from  forcing  the  people  up  to  the  creed  and  belief  of  their  salvation,  they 
could  not  be  forced  from  such,  if  convincing  miracles  for  belief  had  been  created. 

Of  course,  then,  all  such  are  false  pretences. 

Rational,  or  reasonable  people,  wish  to  believe  that  way,  that  indicates  a  reasonablo 
and  just  faith,  which  the  God  of  nature  never  would  permit  tlie  people  of  this  world  to 
mistake. 

They  cannot  mistake  him  in  his  real  books  of  the  universe.  That  is  utterly  impos- 
sible. 

The  heir  that  has  a  fee  simple,  or  a  perpetual  life-right  title  to  an  estate,  could  have 
no  better  claim  from  all  other  sources. 

If  anything,  those  titles  might  invalidate  it. 

The  Christ  oflfers,  perpetual  life,  salvation  ? 

On  what  reasonable  grounds  of  proof,  after  his  own  mortality  was  so  clearly  proved 
on  the  cross  ? 

Who  sent  him ;  where  is  the  proof  of  his  mission  ? 

It  is  not  in  his  life  career,  that  was  evidently  that  of  a  mere  man,  tricky  and  assuming. 

It  is  not  from  God,  whose  almighty  functions  of  creation  are  clearly  sought  to  be 
usurped  by  any  such  monopoly. 

Who  can  give  us  undeniable  and  full  proof,  that  is  incontestible,  worthy  of  truth  and 
rational  minds  1 

The  christian  says :  To  the  altar,  to  be  prayed  for. 
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What  is  to  be  prayed  for  1  Religion  1  That  you  have  had  at  creation.  Yoa  need 
to  make  it  most  rational.    Can  Christ  avail,  when  faith  is  invoked  against  rationality  ? 

In  what  light  shall  we  address  Christ,  ihien  ? 

As  a  reformer  ?     Then  was  his  mission  as  a  man,  and  must  be  viewed  through  mind* 

When  he  is  sought  (o  be  placed  in  a  higher  light,  as  all  rational  beings  have  had  the 
Yilements  of  religion  already,  without  which  no  such  subject  could  be  entertained,  then 
there  is  collusion  among  the  people,  that  is  tyrannical  in  the  state,  and  the  whole  he- 
t;omes  an  imposition  and  a  blasphemy. 

Weak  minded  bigots,  ignorant  and  obstinate,  and  the  self-interested,  may  be  easily  mia* 
led  by  similar  perverted  minds,  but  there  is  no  excuse  that  you  should  act  the  bigot. 

Two  wronss  do  not  make  a  right,  in  the  case  of  Christ. 

His  sins  added  to  those  of  the  people,  will  not  avail,  but  press  down  the  heavier. 

But  the  christian  bible  is  true,  because  all  the  prophecies  have  come  to  pass  about 
the  downfall  of  nations.  The  bible  prophecies  are  all  pretences ;  but  little  is  revealed 
about  them. 

When  that  bible  was  published,  man  was  barbarian  and  uncivilized.  Nations  warred 
to  prey,  and  pirate  on  each  other.  There  was  no  stability  in  national  afiairs,  and  out 
nation  fell  after  another,  like  wave  upon  wave. 

Wars  for  conquest,  mastery  and  power,  were  the  games  that  all  played  at  No 
nation  can  be  stable  without  principles  that  are  permanent.  No  ancient  nation  was 
permanent  for  this  reason,  therefore  the  Jewish  fell. 

The  lust  of  the  flesh  was  bad  enough,  but  the  lust  of  avarice  and  ambition,  mastered 
M.  The  ancient  world  was  composed  of  absolutism,  priestocraoy  and  military  despo>- 
tism,  all  having  the  elements  of  their  own  destruction. 

This  is  human  mind  uncultivated,  rude,  undisciplined. 

It  will  ever  be  so,  under  analogous  circumstances,  and  the  events  can  be  well  fore- 
told.    But  bible  prophecy  is  a  perjury. 

Then  it  is  only  the  philosophy  of  history,  where  it  is  not  its  fiction,  and  not  prophecy. 

Wise  men  can  foretel  thousands  of  things  by  analogy,  and  inspiration  of  science  on 
mind. 

Then  let  mind  counteract  all  imposition,  by  its  ample  and  proper  means,  that  can  avail 
effectually  to  the  honor  and  triumph  of  mind  irradiated  by  intellectual  light. 

Scourges  of  war,  pestilence  and  famine,  make  a  sad  havoc  of  the  erring  nations  of 
the  world,  for  the  self- vindication  of  principles,  that  should  have  kept  them  in  their  moral 
and  intellectual  orbits. 

True  observation  of  statesmen's  minds  will  teach  them  their  duties  and  actions,  to 
banish  deceit  from  their  councils,  and  to  accuree  demagogism  among  the  sons  of  men 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  in  order  to  drive  feudalism  of  mind  to  nonentity. 

But  polygamy  was  excluded  by  Christ :  a  new  thing.  We  believe  not,  when  the 
"\torld  had  the  laws  of  other  pagans,  the  Romans  and  Greeks,  who  had  only  one  wife. 
The  Romans  had  possession  of  Palestine,  at  that  time,  and  ruled  by  their  laws. 

Were  the  superstitious  Jews,  who  had  polygamy  even  among  their  patriarchs,  to 
teach  their  superiors  1 

The  numeral  equality  of  the  sexes,  teaches  the  exclusion  of  polygamy  as  an  abuse  of 
nature's  laws. 

Was  there  ever  such  a  being  as  CJhristI 

We  do  not  know  the  exact  year  nor  the  season  of  the  year,  month  or  day  of  the  birth 
of  this  chief,  or  Christ's  nativity. 

He  appeared  many  thousands  of  years,  after  the  world  stood  in  need  of  a  savior  by 
the  pretended  fall  of  the  bible  Adam,  surely.  Who  announced  him  ?  The  jugglery  of 
mind,  obedient  to  priestocracy.  That  was  his  precursor:  the  man  that  dares  deny  it, 
is  reckless  of  honor,  truth  and  religion. 

It  matters  but  little  about  ventriloquism,  "  the  daughter  of  the  voice,"  or  the  jugglers 
of  hand,  when  the  jugglery  of  mind  is  omnipotent  on  the  ignorant  and  corrupt  masses. 

With  the  paternity  of  priestocracy,  the  jugglery  of  mind,  and  the  movable  mob 
masses,  the  world  at  one  time  was  identified.  Does  any  truthful  mind  deny  this  ?  Let 
the  ancient  oracles  tell.  The  Jew  oracles  are  no  better-schemed  with  more  art  and 
duplicity. 

now  easy  was  it  by  ventriloquism  arid  psychology,  to  work '  all  the  machinery  of 
priestocracy. 

Any  pretended  manifestation  of  the  will  of  the  peculiar  god  could  be  supernatural, 
when  their  machinery  announced  "This  is  my  beloved  son,"  &c. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  patriotic,  intelligent  mind,  to  expose  all  such  imposition,  as  of 
all  prophets,  sorcerers  and  magicians  who  were  false. 

All  oracles,  the  pretences  of  priests,  should  be  exposed,  no  matter  the  authority. 
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Tiie  proper  rational  instruction  and  improvement  of  mind  will  discard  magical  openi' 
tions,  prophetic  visions,  ay,  any  oracles  of  Urim  and  Thummim.  The  only  true 
prophet  to  be  consulted  is  time,  and  that  has  exposed  all  the  false  pretences  of  all  the 
world  priestocracy. 

But  Christianity  claims  the  only  decency  about  religion ! 

The  Mahometan  Moors  taught  the  christians  toleration  in  Spain,  during  the  eighth 
century,  yielding  the  rights  of  conscience  when  they  conquered  the  people,  but  the 
Moors  were  treated  in  bad  faith  by  the  Spaniards,  who  reconquered  their  country  in 
tlie  fifteenth  century,  and  refused  them  this  principle  at  the  expense  of  their  lives. 

Who  could  expect  any  thing  of  any  professions,  that  resort  \p  unprincipled  iaith  for 
an  existence  1 

We  cannot  be  safe  by  the  traditions  of  any  books,  that  interfere  with  the  principles  of 
conscience  and  mind ;  in  other  words,  with  love,  benevolence,  philanthropy,  justice  and 
affection. 

We  must  believe  and  know  that  God  exists,  and  in  the  difference  between  vice  and 
Tirtue,  good  and  evil,  justice  and  injustice,  that  we  arc  bound  to  principles  by  conscience, 
eke  remorse  must  ensue. 

We  can  espouse  no  system  of  man  or  books,  but  what  reason  sanctions,  rational  mind 
maintains,  and  nature  demands,  with  becoming  modesty. 

God^s  conservative  principles  cut  out  Christ  and  all  such  pretended  angel  messengers 
and  messiahs,  and  place  dignity  to  his  glory. 

Had  the  ignorant  priestocracy  known  all,  and  the  revelations  of  science,  that  exposes 
the  frauds  of  all  mortals  in  time,  then  they  would  have  been  modestly  silent.  Their 
vicious  book  utterly  condemns  them. 

If  the  godhead  was  perfect  with  Christ  as  is  asserted,  **  I  and  the  Father  are  one/* 
in  union  with  the  godhead,  it  must  needs  be  imperfect  without  him  for  the  rest  of  the 
universe. 

The  time  employed  on  earth  is  absurd  to  think  of,  as  the  rest  of  the  universe  roust 
and  would  suffer  in  Christ's  absence ;  this  is  a  difficulty  impracticable,  to  the  priestocracy. 

We  hardly  think  the  fabulists  thought  of  all  this,  when  they  manufactured  the  story 
of  messiahship. 

Of  course,  tliey  easily  falsified  any  amount  of  matter,  to  carry  out  the  drama,  but 
their  sophistry  recoils  at  last,  and  transfixes  them  forever  to  exposure  before  the  world. 

The  jugglery  of  mind,  hand  and  voice,  will  explain  the  whole  fabric  of  priestocracy, 
in  all  its  most  difficult  points. 

W^e  need  hardly  ask,  is  it  very  difficult  to  cause  persons  to  act  most  difficult  dramas, 
if  all  matters  were  previously  prepared,  when  the  writers  by  a  stroke  of  the  style  could 
manufacture  all  the  dramas. 

What  cannot  collusion  do,  by  clanships  1 

The  proof  of  Christ  is  pretended  to  rest  on  divine  inspiration  and  prophecy,  the  fal- 
sity  of  which  is  well  proved  by  the  rejection  by  nearly  the  whole  world,  few  of  the  Jews 
excepted,  that  is  the  peculiarly  chosen  people  of  course,  of  a  peculiar  god  to  be  S9 
asserted. 

This  of  itself  is  authority,  against  such  blasphemous  imposition. 

Thus  it  has  been,  with  all  other  kinds  of  superstition. 

Nations  may  take  from  their  founders  the  kind  of  peculiar  faith,  and  lose  it  in  thp 
ocean  of  dogmas. 

The  Romans  adopted  all  kinds,  and  excluded  by  imperial  power,  what  was  suitable  to 
Constantine,  who  enabled  the  cluristian  peculiarity  to  progress,  in  that  wide  spread 
empire. 

Should  the  Mormons  last  one  hundred  years  by  reason  of  the  world's  darkness,  which 
God  forbid,  their  prophets  and  faith  may  have  equal  claims  on  the  credulity  of  the  igno- 
rant masses,  and  the  vulgar  bigotry. 

Citizens  of  the  world,  noblemen  of  nature,  aid  in  putting  down  all  peculiarity  of  faith 
and  bigotry.  Talk  of  miiul  and  reason,  and  the  sycophants  will  tell  us,  that  tlieir  prince 
cast  out  devils. 

Did  he  cast  out  himself?    If  not,  the  assertion  proves  the  falsity,  as  there  can  be  im 
such  beings,  if  God  be  pure.     But  he  did  many  miracles.     So  can  only  the  mind  ju?- 
'  filer.    Thq  Mormons  claim  all  tliat  kind  of  peculiar  faith,  and  more  too.     All  peculiar 
faiths  claim  mind  jugglery,  hence  it  is  the  juggler's  faith. 

If  such  pretence  be  used  for  a  part,  the  whole  is  condemned.  The  fact  is,  no  intrinsic 
part  of  peculiar  faith  can  be  approved.  The  balance  is  unworthy  of  notice,  when  a  part 
18  destitute  of  foundation.    All  of  peculiar  faith,  is  worthless. 

As  to  sins,  what  are  they  ? 

The  actions  of  deviations  from  settled  principles,  conservative  if  foUowedy  bat  more 
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or  less  destructive  or  injurious,  if  rejected.  Mind  is  identified  with  the  relations  of 
creation,  and  raust  act  consistently.  Sins  proceed  from  mind,  ignorant  or  perverted^ 
the  last  knowing  bettor,  but  addicted  to  bad  habits  that  enslave.  Then  rational  educa- 
tion must  teach  and  correct  the  world,  to  approach  the  best  position,  and  that  must 
accompany  the  dawn  of  reason,  rational  mind. 

All  the  proper  influences  that  rational  mind  recognises,  should  be  brought  to  bear  in 
the  world  to  preserve  its  noblest  positioo. 

J  low  absurd  tlien  the  sacrifices  of  Judaism,  or  any  peculiar  faith,  in  the  blood  of 
animals  ? 

What  availed  the  cru^I,  murderous  sacrifice  of  human  victims,  as  burst  or  blood 
oiferings  ? 

What  crime  did  all  such  conceal,  or  what  pardon  for  sin  propitiate  ? 

All  the  pretended  sacrifices  of  messiahs  or  christs,  are  worse  than  idle;  they  are 
ignominious. 

Arc  the  bibles  that  speak  of  human  sacrifices  worthy  sf  our  veneration  or  respect, 
when  all  rational  minds  must  consider  them  as  the  barbarous  rites  of  mere  caanibaU* 
oiinds? 

But  if  mortal  rewards  are  desirable,  bow  muck  more  arc  those  that  are  eternal ! 

Are  not  these  the  proper  incentives  to  minds  refined  by  cultivation  I 

We  must  be  certain  who  has  the  right  to  bestow  the  whole.  We  certainly  could  not 
he  expected,  if  sane,  to  look  to  thoss  not  having  the  power. 

We  seek  not  a  frail,  but  sure  position.     But  what  shall  we  do  for  repentance  % 

Let  all  act  to  the  dictates  of  the  best  enhghtened  conscience,  for  ever  the  best ;  look 
to  the  future,  and  correct  the  present.  But  what  is  the  universal  standard  ?  The  bible 
of  rational  mind,  thai;  improves  on  the  best  refinements  of  rational  oiviiitatioDv  looks  to 
the  unity  of  the  Creator  ail  the  time,  and  appreciates  that  standard  by  a  universal  cum- 
prehension.  The  faculty  of  conscience,  enlightened  at  this  tribunal,  teaches  most  that 
the  eternal  principles  of  truth,  honesty,  humanity  and  justice,  are  some  of  the  first  duties 
for  all  rational  minds  all  the  time,  and  that  tliey  ouist  act  by  a  duly  instructed  mind. 

The  mind  of  maa  is  operated  on  by  the  mind  of  man,  in  the  court  of  reason  and 
conscience. 

Mind  looks  through  natural  phenomena  to  the  author,  having  the  innate  faculties  of 
adoration,  but  is  liable  to  distort  their  appreciation  by  the  perversion  of  ignorance  and 
superstition,  the  last  of  which,  under  the  guidance  of  the  prieatocracy,  speculates  in 
them  as  world  stuck  for  miracles. 

What  kingdom  could  Christ  set  up,  that  God  had  not  already  anticipated  in  man's 
mind,  by  his  presidential  institutions  ? 

As  to  the  doctrines  of  regeneration,  sprinkling,  baptisnu  and  the  host  of  ceremonies 
and  rites,  they  will  all  fall  with  the  principals,  who  fail  of  themselves,  without  redemp- 
tion or  resurrection,  before  a  rational  world. 

But  is  there  not  one  peculiar  faith  of  so  maay,  that  must  be  the  true  one  ?  No  more 
than  a  selection  of  many  falsehoods  can  make  a  truth. 

The  best  Christian,  or  any  other,  is  no  more  thaa  the  Mahometan,  Brahmin,  or 
Mormon.  ^ 

If  Christ  had  been  the  messiah,  Judas  would  have  sufiTeced  himself  to  be  cut  into 
tliirty  pieces  of  flesh,  and  Peter  would  have  died  at  first,  before  either  would  have  acted 
as  they  are  &aid  to  have  done,  the  one  by  teaching,  the  other  by  perjury,  and  all  by, 
desertion. 

The  Jews  could  not  have  been  held  back  by  force,  if  the  true  messiah  had  been  an-, 
noil  need  to  them,  being  on  the  look  out.  The  history  of  twenty-four  other  pretended 
me&siahs  prove  this,  as  six  hundred  thousand  Jews  lost  their  lives  for  merely  one  of 
them. 

How  much  collusion  and  delusion  have  there  been  for  messiahs  and  their  priestoo- 
racy,  the  greatest  curse  of  peculiar  faith,  the  worst  iniquity  of  the  world. 

How  many  testified  falsely  to  messiahship ! 

That  was  an  easy  matter,  when  the  materials  were  so  abundant.  The  people,  espe-r 
cially  the  ignorant,  were  easily  deceived  by  supposed  miracles,  particularly  when  they 
were  previously  prepared  by  false  prophecies,  that  were  one  of  the  world's  weaknesses. 

With  all  such,  witchcraft,  omens,  nmgic  were  the  same  thing,  mysterious. 

If  miracles  and  prophecies  ever  were  necessary,  they  are  so  now,  most  especially  in 
the  progress  of  opposition,  to  eradicate  the  efifccts  of  the  vedas  and  the  oracles  of  the 
other  pagans,  who  swarm  by  hundreds  of  millions  in  Asia. 

Now  is  the  time  to  arrest  this  mighty  influence.  But  alas  for  them,  they  are  killed 
by  the  light  of  mind  that  rises  up  to-day,  to  reclaim  its  last  possessions  over  all 
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Why  were  three  days  for  the  resurrection  of  a  messiah,  when  this  taVes  place  as 
soon  as  the  spirit  of  immortal  life  leaves  the  body  ? 

If  such  resurrection  was  practicable,  then  was  death  impracticable  to  that  being. 

Fanatics  advocated  such  doctrines,  that  rational  religion  cannot  pobstbly  recognise. 
The  rational  mind,  therefore,  rejects  all  such,  and  seeks  the  speedy  purification  that  is 
rational. 

Christ,  his  parents  or  his  godfathers,  the  pricstocracY*  may  have  learned  for  liiin 
from  £g}'pt  and  Asia,  his  8y&tem»  of  peculiar  faith.  Asia  furnislies  the  prototyj^  ii 
bhuddism.  The  West  had  the  full  benefits  of  travels  to  the  East.  The  Egypuan* 
were  capable  of  proselyting  the  world  with  priest-faith,  and  did,  much  in  this  way. 

Their  priestocracy  was  a  part  of  the  nobility,  and  enjoyed  great  and  peculiar 
privileges. 

Ignorance  takes  meteors  for  stars,  and  wise  men,  that  is,  priests,  without  any  proof  of 
names  of  such  character,  are  merely  asserted  to  travel  therefor. 

It  may  well  be  asked,  who  but  priests  were  tliey,  of  the  affiliated  order,,  and  astrolo- 
gers,  confessedly  jugglers,  at  that  ? 

Shall  mind  not  close  the  theatre  of  deception,  that  invokes  operations  on  the  passions, 
fears,  self-interest,  faith,  &c.,  of  credulous  peopled 

*'  The  Platonic  argument  goes  on  the  ground,  that  man  existed  in  some  celestial  re- 
gion before  he  was  lN>rn  of  a  woman.'"  If  Christianity  be  not  Western  Bhuddism,  does 
any  one  need  be  told  that  this  was  the  hint  for  the  origin  of  Christ,  who  was  the  g^eat- 
est  of  sectarians  1     But  surely  the  priestocracy  could  make  their  fiction. 

All  should  seek  a  uniform  function  of  judgment,  and  have  no  pre-conceived  opinion, 
much  less  peculiar  education. 

Had  Christ  done  his  mission  like  a  master  and  a  God,  could  he  have  lost  Judas  ? 

Would  any  but  a  monomaniac  have  resigned  an  eternal  crown  for  thirty  pieces  of 
silver? 

And  who  hot  monomaniacs  will  now  resign  an  heirship  of  God,  for  that  of  mortals? 

Christ  could  have  easily  proclaimed  to  the  whole  world,  tliat  he  was  master  of  mini- 
des,  and  boldly  challenged  the  opponents,  and  thus  convert  the  whole  nations  of  tlie 
earth,  for  subjects. 

Did  he  do  any  God-like  actions,  that  the  people  had  chosen  for  him,  to  be  con- 
vinced? 

Was  he  master  enough  of  human  nature,  to  appease  the  anger  of  the  pharisees,  and 
soothe  them  into  a  proper  change  of  mind,  which  he  could  have  doue,  l&ad  he  been  iu 
master? 

But  his  foster-fathers  wrote  this  drama,  and  filled  it  with  an  earthly  corruption,  and 
sowed  the  seeds  of  its  own  destruction* 

There  has  been  more  boldness  in  the  advocacy  of  some  peculiar  faith  than  in  others, 
and  in  this  particularly. 

But  what  does  all  such  pagan  superstition  amount  to  ? 

The  wisdom  is  to  discern  the  principles  given  by  God,  and  practice  them.  The 
material  business  of  all  mankind  is  with  the  best  duty  of  man  to  man,  to  reach  the 
height  of  religion  to  God. 

The  best  duty  to  God  is  the  very  essence  of  all  religion,  pointed  out  by  reason. 

Rational  religion,  that  only  comes  of  God,  teaches  the  nearest  approach  to  perfect 
qaorality. 

The  spirit  of  instruction  and  light  went,  with  reason,  to  all  rational  beings,  thousands 
of  years  before  such  a  creature  as  Christ  was  e>'eT  thought  of. 

A  divine  mission,  though  superfluous,  on  this  basis  of  the  world's  and  creation^s  facts, 
could  not  have  been  mistaken  at  all,  and  would  have  called  divine  interposition  in  its 
favor ;  but  none  such  is  avowed  or  proved  in  the  nature  of  things. 

How  beautifully  and  majestically  the  machinery  of  the  whole  universe  is  progressing, 
and  all  at  the  original  institution  of  the  Creator  I 

Many  have  been  the  priests^  devices,  to  extract  from  the  world,  under  the  guise  of 
miracles  and  orades,  most  of  the  worid^s  worth. 

But  Gods  cannot  be  made  of  mortals. 

The  object  of  miracle-mongers  has  ever  been  to  convince  the  people ;  an  impoasibihty, 
as  they  have  not  the  first  elements  of  troth  in  their  composition. 

If  from  God,  with  whom  ail  possible  things  are  to  be  realised,  the  people  would  be 
convinced. 

The  world^s  history  abounds  in  such,  as  impostures. 

The  majesty  of  mind  exposes  now,  to  the  contempt  of  true  science,  all  such  as  false 
philosopiiy  and  the  worst  demoralization. 

There  are  myriads,  millions  of  systems  of  worlds  la  the  organizatioa  of  the  universe. 
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doubtlessly  most  inhabited  or  preparing  to  be  by  intellectual  beings,  evincing  the  great- 
ness of  the  Creator,  self-living  and  all  sufficient,  as  on  this  earth,  for  their  complete  and 
perfect  conservation,  as  Creator-endowed. 

He  created  all  on  conservative  principles,  physical  and  moral,  to  which,  mind,  en- 
dowed with  the  highest  attributes  of  free  agency,  must  conform,  and  they  exclude  all 
messiahships,  that  never  would  have  been  heard  of  but  for  priestocracy,  a  perverted  i>e- 
culiar  order  of  world  pirates,  that  feed  on  souls-speculations. 

Intellect  could  not  if  it  would  be  independent,  any  more  than  all  the  physical  bodies, 
of  these  principles. 

Mind,  that  is  rational,  should  be  properly  silent,  where  it  cannot  see  its  way  clearly, 
as  it  may  libel,  where  presumption  abides,  against  that  all-wise  being  who  is  the  su- 
preme supervisor. 

Man,  as  all  animal  beings,  is  created  conformably  to  perishing  nature,  in  part,  partici- 
pates in  the  relative  state  of  his  being  and  circumstances,  and  must  be  wisely  directed 
to  avail  himself,  through  tliis  free-agency,  limited  only  by  the  constituent  conservative 
principles  of  the  universe,  of  all  mental,  moral  and  pliysical,  and  religious  means,  for 
the  best  realities  of  future  existence  that  his  Creator  vouchsafes. 

The  history  of  the  twenty-four  messiahs,  of  all  peculiar  faith,  ancient  and  modern, 
down  to  the  mormons,  proves  that  false  faith  can  be  easily  imposed  on  masses  of 
people. 

The  springs  and  impulses  of  human  minds  are  alike,  imder  all  such  circumstances,  aa 
interest,  passion,  ignorance,  prejudice,  credulity,  terror,  bigotry,  sophistry,  superstition 
and  imposition. 

'I'his  is  the  constant  course  of  such  peculiar  faith,  in  man,  as  mortal,  tliroughout  the 
globe,  all  the  time. 

When  it  is  otherwise,  people  reason  with  analysis  and  analogy. 

What  nation  has  not  been  misguided  by  imposition,  in  superstition  ? 

The  motion  of  the  star,  at  the  birth  of  Christ,  could  only  have  been  from  a  meteor ; 
that  is  a  frequent  occurrence  all  over  the  world,  near  volcanoes,  when  it  does  not  arise 
from  the  pretensions  of  priestocracy. 

The  body  of  Christ  was  not  identified  in  the  sepulchre,  an  essential  part ;  and  the 
soldiers  would  be  self-impeached,  as  outwitted  by  the  Christians,  were  not  a  part  of  the 
world  outwitted  by  the  dramatists,  who  wrote  long  after  the  period  when  such  events 
are  said  to  have  transpired. 

When  was  stealing  of  the  body  1  If  it  ever  took  place,  it  must  have  preceded  tlie 
aealing  the  door  of  the  sepulchre. 

It  was  deception  all  the  time  preceding  birth,  and  even  of  death. 

All  are  base  sabstitutes  and  counterfeits,  other  than  the  innate  cultivated  self  preser- 
vation religion,  due  to  the  Almighty  alone. 

The  greatest  miracle  of  Christ  was  to  convince  and  save  the  world,  even  after  his 
pretended  resurrection. 

Nothing  should  have  prevented  Christ  from  saving  the  world,  and  this,  the  real  mira- 
cle, was  never  performed. 

Many  were  the  occasions  for  him  to  have  triumphed  as  a  God,  as  when  the  priests 
essayed  to  slay  him. 

He  was  only  an  ignorant,  misled  fanatic — that  is,  his  dramatists  wore. 

Why  should  the  early  Christians,  who  were  few,  be  preferred  to  be  confirmed  and 
converted  by  miracles,  when  the  moderns,  billions  in  all,  are  totally  destitute  of  all  such 
aids,  that  would  be  effectual,  if  performed? 

This  is  surely  the  best  reason  of  the  miserable  imposition  for  miracles,  that  are  no 
where  to  be  found,  when  most  needed. 

The  whole  foundation  is  in  stupid  ignorance  and  imposition. 

Prophecy  is  exercised,  for  what  and  whom  ? 

God  does  not  need  such  false  pretences. 

What  is  there  in  all,  but  what  the  page  of  history  and  philosophy  daily  unfolds  ? 

Are  sinful  prophets,  impostors,  to  be  preferred  to  mind  ? 

By  their  own  showing,  Christ  was  unable  to  satisfy  many,  but  a  very  small  part  of 
a  whole  nation  among  which  he  died,  that  he  was  a  God  and  God  sent,  and  for  this  the 
world  must  take  their  pretences. 

His  followers  alone  saw  him,  they  say,  after  his  supposed  resurrection !  Why  show 
kimself  to  the  affiliated  only  1 

Because  the  affiliated  only  fabricate  the  story. 

How  many  pretended  miracles  are  there  analogous? 

Was  one  of  the  twelve  apostles,  ever  converted  by  a  messiah  ? 

Was  there  ever  such  a  thing  on  earth  ? 
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Were  not  all  deceived  by  or  about  miracles  ? 

Priests  affect  in  their  insidious  story,  that  all  other  worship  was  closed  afler  tiie 
birth  of  the  true  messiah.     Who  was  the  true  messiahl     Let  that  be  proved. 

Do  the  moderns  feloniously  endorse  the  pious  frauds  of  tlie  ancients  ? 

The  present  and  past  history  of  the  world  condemns  that  falsehood,  as  more  than  a 
majority  is  under  other  faiths.  The  degree  of  intoleration  duriiig^  the  first  stajS^es  of 
Christianity,  proves  the  power  of  heathen  mythology.  The  intelligent  portion  of  man- 
kind is  culpable,  to  suffer  the  priestocracy  to  propagate  such  falsehoods  with  credit. 

We  have  not  got  rid  of  polytheism,  the  very  thing  instituted  by  the  trinity,  and  never 
will,  till  rational  religion  excludes  all  pagan  sectarianism  that  now  overwhelms  society 
and  the  world. 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  successfully  the  existence  of  Almighty  Providence,  thai 
denies  and  impeaches  the  truth  of  all  messiahships. 

It  is  impossible  to  prove  tlie  sight  of  God  as  a  demi-god,  to  any  mortal— or  thai 
demi-gods  can  die. 

This  is  a  world-wide  subject,  concerning  all. 

The  fault  of  the  world  is  for  the  personal,  instead  of  the  truthful  authority,  the  mor- 
tal master  instead  of  the  God  principles.  Bui  the  last  are  not  so  profitable  to  the 
priestocracy. 

Is  it  reasonable  that  the  whole  people  of  Israel,  should  not  have  been  the  best  jodges 
of  their  own  immortal  benefits  ?  They,  cotemporary,  deemed  it  so  trifling,  as  to  leave 
genuine  no  aocount  of  the  pretended  god,  from  whom  the  whole  world  could  not  have 
been  kept. 

They  were  as  much  the  beneficiaries  as  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  better  judges, 
as  eye-witnesses. 

It  is  false  conclusions  to  say  that  God  would  not  protect  his  own  peculiar  people,  by 
unmistakable  evidences  of  the  mission,  the  very  object  of  his  peculiar  position,  if  it  were 
ever  taken.  But  as  this  adoption  of  the  messiah  would  be  their  function,  the  whole 
category  of  fraud  is  most  ci early  proved  for  both  dispensations,  and  all  the  peculiarity 
devolves  on  their  ignoble  priestocracy  of  both  sides. 

Who  are  the  believers  in  the  legitimacy  of  Christ,  the  assumed  chief  of  messiah$1 

Those  who  are  as  wise  as  Joseph,  the  husband  of  Mary.  Who  was  Mary,  the 
mother  of  Christ  ? 

A  common  woman,  rather  too  common,  as  she  and  the  priestocracy  have  caused 
mind-prostitution  thereby. 

The  pretences  of  priests  make  out  Mary  to  have  been  immaculate,  after  all  her 
impurities. 

If  the  dignity  of  the  Lord  God  of  the  universe  was  concerned,  we  would  protest 
against  this  libel,  but  as  it  was  the  peculiar  god  of  Judaism,  we  let  it  pass  now  with 
contempt,  as  we  cannot  know  that  god  at  all.  The  gods  of  polytheism  were  adul- 
terous. Now,  in  free,  intelligent  countries,  where  the  christian  faith  abides^  has  the 
majority  any  practical  faith  in  Christianity  or  Christ? 

Is  not  the  majority  of  the  people  in  this  Union,  indifferent  to  the  christian  faith  % 

Have  they  any  practical  hope  or  faith  therein  ? 

"  He  that  is  not  for  me,  is  against  me." 

Does  the  majority  practice,  if  it  believes  ? 

But  it  may  be  suggested  that  some  at  least  have  somewhat  a  theoretical  faitli. 

If  they  believed  in  Christ,  they  would  keep  his  commandments. 

All  theoretical  faith  is  contingent  an  incident  for  a  life  time,  whereas  the  masterly 
character  of  God  is  impressed  more  or  less  on  all  from  their  vital  existence,  and  will 
continue  to  the  end  ;  whereas,  too,  the  other  is  too  of\en  lost,  mislaid  for  a  convenient 
time,  or  never  adopted.  Let  rational  education  teach  all  rational  minds,  who  God  is. 
None  then  will  ever  lose  sight  of  him,  adorable  beyond  appreciation.  God*8  is  a  pari 
of  mind's  constituency,  and  cannot  be  divested  or  eradicated,  however  perverted. 

The  world  is  only  one  of  tho  universe,  that  is  considered  exhaustless.  What  has 
been  done  for  the  balance  of  the  millions  of  worlds  by  Christ?  Thirty-three  years 
spent  by  a  messiah  on  each,  take  up  too  much  time  for  the  rest  to  be  reached.  But 
man^s  cumbrous  idea  of  preserving  worlds  by  personal  locality  and  suffering,  will  nol 
meet  the  question  in  one  world  for  all  its  ages  and  circumference,  much  less  for  all  the 
universe.  God  met  the  whole  demands  of  the  universe  at  creation.  The  corrupt 
priestocracy  are  those  that  see  not.  To  judge  of  all  by  analogy,  tliat  as  God  was 
mcompetent  for  one,  he  must  have  been  for  all,  why  should  not  the  balance  of  the 
universe  be  in  analogous  condition,  if  the  Creator  was  so  imperfect  in  this  world  ? 

God  the  Creator  must  feel  most  deeply  on  all  physiological  principles,  for  the  safety 
flf  his  people,  the  universal,  rational  inhabitants  of  ail  creation. 
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Their  preservation  is  implied  in  their  creation. 

But  if  ihe  assumed  true  messiah  Clirist  got  his  trinity  from  the  Hindoos,  wliose  dog- 
mas and  precepts  did  he  teach  ?  He  and  his  friends  had  access  in  Egypt  to  all  theirs, 
and  the  doctrines  of  Asiatics,  among  whom  was  Confucius,  who  taught,  "  To  do  unto 
others  as  w^c  would  have  thgnri  do  unto  us/'  Also  to  the  Stoics,  whose  tenets  were 
the  prevailing  ones  of  the  most  virtuous  ancients,  and  who  flourished  three  hundred 
yeiirs  before  him.     They  taught  the  conflagration,  that  christians  preach. 

It  would  be  strange  that  the  pricstocracy  did  not  know  their  position,  with  such 
power  and  influence  in  their  hands,  all  over  the  world. 

Even  remote  nations  of  Siberia,  as  the  Shamans,  believe  in  a  Supreme  Being,  but 
their  system  permits  inferior  powers,  good  and  evil,  the  last  of  whom  are  malignant 
deities,  the  priests  affent  to  propitiate.  But  Christ's  resurrection  from  the  dead,  is 
what  astonishes  the  credulous,  who  are  alarmed  at  death  for  themselves.  It  was  any 
thing  else  than  a  resurrection,  as  it  was  deferred  days  atYer  death! 

Is  it  possible  to  prove  by  satisfactory  analysis,  that  it  was  Christ's  body  that  wa» 
l^id  in  the  sepulchre?  That  might  have  been  a  very  material  and  essential  point,  but 
for  positive  certainty  that  messiahship  is  obsolete.  Has  it  been  proved  at  all,  much 
less  satisfactorily,  that  it  ever  was  identified  all  the  time  in  the  sepulchre  ?  Was  there 
no  substitute,  no  collusion  about  Christ,  when  it  is  certain  that  there  are  the  most 
extensive  collusions  and  frauds  practiced  for  peculiar  faith  throughout  the  world,  by 
the  assumed  gospels,  and  statements  of  its  authors  ?  It  seems  to  have  been  a  granted 
point  to  the  priestocracy  to  let  them  lie  all  the  superstition  they  could,  as  their  mind- 
lacUire  was  to  save  the  world.  Had  there  been  no  previously  prepared  sepulchre  with 
subteranean  passages,  in  purview  of  the  event  of  the  death  of  this  impostor  ? 

Why  did  not  the  advocates  expose  the  body  before  the  whole  world,  who  might 
watch  and  witness  the  mighty  spectacle,  that  the  incredulous  Jews  might  see  and 
believe,  or  that  the  opposition  might  be  confronted  and  circumvented  ?  But  above  all, 
was  there  no  collusion  in  the  rumor,  the  stories  1  Was  the  testimony  proved  on  the 
spot,  so  substantiated  that  the  world  could  not  doubt,  or  was  this  tale  appreciated  as 
others  preceding,  written  long  after,  giving  all  opportunities  to  mature  the  plot  and 
add  all  impostures  that  were  deemed  necessary  ? 

Mind  scorns  all  such  as  contemptible,  when  it  wa^  written  not  at  the  time  that  truth 
can  be  proved,  but  years  after,  when  Action  and  falsehood  could  be  successful. 

Is  the  letter  of  Pontius  Pilate,  if  ever  written,  any  proof  of  the  divinity  of  Clirist, 
•hut  only  introductory  of  the  rumor  that  was  described  ?     Is  it  authentic  1 

Is  the  request  of  Christ's  likeness  by  tlio  Roman  Emperor,  to  be  placed  among  the 
Roman  gods,  any  other  than  a  continuance  of  their  customs,  to  adopt  all  the  gods  of 
their  conquered  nations,  the  whole  one  grand  imperial  polytheism  to  concentrate  the 
feelings  of  the  world,  and  excite  its  curiosity  ?    Is  that  also,  not  a  forgery  ? 

Did  ever  Judas  the  traitor,  so  called,  recognise  Christ  as  God,  when  he  took  thirty 
pieces  of  money  for  his  information?  That  very  action  proves  Christ  mortal,  for 
Judas  would  have  sufl!ered  himself  to  have  been  cut  into  30,000  pieces  of  flesh,  and 
gloried  in  the  martyrdom,  had  Christ  been  a  God. 

Did  not  the  rock  and  chief,  the  very  founder  of  the  church  of  Christ,  perjure  him- 
self; and  what  better  could  we  expect  from  his  followers,  who  have  degraded  human 
nature,  by  licking  the  dust  oflf  the  feet  of  the  Pope  ? 

What  now  are  all  other  points  worth,  in  the  absence  of  truth  and  hodesty,  before  God? 
Nothing. 

Whilst  Christ  was  on  this  earth  for  thirty-three  years,  what  became  of  the  balance 
of  the  universe  for  that  time,  but  for  conservative  principles  ?  As  they  preceded  him, 
and  were  and  are  adequate,  they  undeniably  take  precedence  of  this  impostor.  This 
very  one  thing  ought  to  convince  every  rational  mind  of  the  fallacy  of  peculiar  faith. 

It  is  claimed  that  ignorant  fishermen  instituted  the  apostleship ;  but  that  position  is 
bancfuUy  carried  out  by  wily  priests  of  half-civilized  shepherds,  increased  by  subsequent 
affiliations.  The  sources  and  means,  as  those  of  ignorance  and  corruption,  are  most 
objectionable. 

History,  that  is  true,  only  furnishes  us  an  account  of  mortals  on  earth.  How,  then, 
can  mind  have  any  just  confidence  in  books,  that  violate  the  first  principles  of  religion, 
truth,  and  honesty,  in  palming  off  on  us  fictions,  when  all  are  mortals  that  are  bom,  live 
and  die  as  mortals  ? 

All  mortals  are  creatures,  and  any  one  is  a  blasphemous  impostor  to  aflfect  anything 
beyond  a  creature's  provinee. 

How  can  he  be  honest  or  truthful,  assuming  to  be  messiah,  an  impossibility  from  God^» 
attributes  and  the  essential  principles  of  the  universe  ?  Who  can,  true  to  his  own  aonl, 
receive  such  felons  1 
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Mind  has  wisely  to  consider  the  state  of  mortals,  and  tlie  earth-theatre  of  their  ex- 
istence. 

They  are  wisely  adapted  for  eacli  other,  in  a  state  of  mortality. 

Mind  must  make  the  best  of  it  practicable,  not  libel  Deity  for  its  not  being  better. 

Do  you,  mortal,  idly  complain  of  such  1     Seek  the  nobl^t  immortality. 

Mind  can  only  seek  that  in  a  better,  a  future  state  of  existence,  and  must  seek  to 
merit  all  such  forever,  by  going  to  the  Supreme,  who  has  the  title  deeds. 

The  interfering  about  man's  redemption,  other  U»an  by  the  Creator,  is  a  libel  and  im- 
peachment of  God^s  attributes,  as  mind  declares,  still  more,  man^s  presumption. 

The  doctrine  of  the  trinity  involves,  in  itself,  a  real  and  complete  contradiction. 

The  few  who  do  believe  in  Christ,  must  see  that  Christ  could  not  be  a  messiah,  if  he 
would. 

Of  what  efficacy  is  their  faith,  founded  on  fiction  ? 

Will  they  not  tliank  any  proper  authority  for  disclosing  the  whole  fallacy,  and  expo- 
sure of  the  fraud  ? 

Christ  did  not  expiate  his  own  sin  of  blasphemy.  How,  then,  could  he  atone,  in  his 
condition,  for  others? 

Beware  how  you  adopt  his  blasphemy ! 

The  christian  priestocracy  say  that  Christ  died  for  one  world!  Where  are  the  mil- 
lions of  worlds,  all  equally  under  the  one  Supreme,  who,  if  imbecile  in  one,  is  so  in  all  I 
But  Christ  died  for  all  mankind. 

As  an  after-thought  of  after-thought  is  utterly  impossible  with  the  Creator,  tlie  fooo- 
dation  is  worthless.  A  man  that  dies  the  death,  cannot  possibly  expiate  for  others,  by 
all  moral  and  physical  laws  of  God  and  his  universe. 

So  far  from  messiahship  being  right  in  the  bible- heaven,  it  caqnot  be  right  for  earth. 

But  how  could  God  die  in  part,  the  one-third  of  the  trinity  1  Again,  the  world  was 
destitute  for  three  days,  while  the  action  of  minds,  millions  upon  millions,  needed  their 
guardian. 

Where  would  mind  have  been  in  that  interval,  hut  for  the  creation  rule  of  omnipo- 
tence'? 

Is  there  any  mind  so  stupid  as  not  to  see  the  full  light  of  this  heresy  to  reason  ? 

Where  was  mind^s  protection,  physical,  moral,  and  religious,  during  the  abidence  of 
Christ  in  the  world,  and  his  minority  1  In  the  competent  hands  of  God  Almighty,  and 
that  ends  the  question  most  conclusively  ;  for,  if  the  Creator  were  com))etent  all  that 
time,  of  course,  by  his  inherent  rights,  he  was  equally  so  for  all  time,  as  well  before  the 
conception  of  this  after-thought,  as  since.  This  concludes  tlie  honorable  argument. 
But  can  bigots  see  how  many  times  they  are  wound  up  1  Will  they  murder  tlie  uuivci^ 
over  and  over  again,  to  institute  their  pagan  idolatry  ? 

Man  affects  that  Christ  died  for  all.  That  positively  condemns  the  position;  dying 
thousands  of  years  after  the  creation  of  man,  could  not  meet,  but  cuts  otT  the  previous 
question,  which  effectually  cuts  off,  and  out,  the  whole  priestocracy,  machinery,  and 
sophistry. 

God  is  universal  in  his  kind  attributes,  and  would  not  have  permitted  that  peculiar 
and  partial  pretension,  as  part  of  mankind  is  cut  out. 

Messiahship  is  inadmissible  in  God^s  perfection,  as  it  takes  away  God's  omniscience 
and  omnipotence,  thereby  rendering  him  imbecile  and  imperfect,  consequently  unwortliy 
of  universal  adoration. 

Then  all  creations  called  gods  of  peculiar  faith,  are  defective,  and  use  up  the  whole 
doctrines,  as  the  God  of  the  universe  could  not  have  created  it,  had  he  been  as  pecuUar 
faith  advocates  characterize  him.  The  death  of  any  messiah  for  all,  is  an  impractica- 
bility, by  the  character  of  time,  whose  functions  of  past,  present,  and  future,  entirely 
exclude  all  such  as  false  pretences,  and  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  God's  functions  of 
Creator,  and  to  the  only  one  rational  and  uniform  ever-existing  religion.  We  would 
ask  for  undoubted  proof  of  that  position,  that  Christ  died  for  all. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  any  superior  being  to  subordinate  his  own  master-claims  to 
an  inferior  being  of  his  own  creation.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  intellect  to  stultify  it- 
self, by  allowing  all  the  consequences  of  such  supreme  folly,  for  the  Christians  have 
four  gods,  among  them,  him  of  evil  genius,  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  God-creator,  ia 
seducing  souls,  and  undoing  all  most  valuable.     How  absurd ! 

Christ  was  the  promulgator  of  his  system  of  peculiar  faith,  a  completely  deficient 
system  for  the  good  of  the  world,  for,  so  far  from  showing  a  suitable  God,  it  betrays 
the  frailties  of  an  ignorant  bigot,  and  the  fraud  of  a  knave,  to  be  exposed  to  the  scorn 
of  the  world  in  its  days  of  science.  Analysis  is  the  key  that  detects  all  such  imposi- 
tions, and  proves  Uie  God  of  creation  every  way  worthy  of  its  adoration,  Uie  moiv  bo 
is  known. 
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But  the  child  of  God  has  been  vouchsafed  to  all  creation. 

Where  is  the  proof,  for  that  is  injustice  to  God,  and  cruelty  to  his  creation,  deprived 
80  much  as  that  is  worth  of  God  1  Not  only  Christ,  but  nearly  all  Christ^s  disciples, 
suflfered  violent  deaths,  according  to  christian  story.  For  their  blasphemous  propaga- 
tions, was  it  not  ?  0 

Rational  religion  can  cause  none  of  this,  unselfish  and  devoted  to  God  alone  as  she  is. 

It  is  she  that  arrests  all  this  superstition  and  wrongs. 

Why  disturb  the  world  with  the  wild  vagaries  and  fanaticisms  of  superstition,  to  har- 
row up  the  mind  to  ideal  and  unreal  views?     For  whose  benefit  is  all  this? 

The  priests  ! !  The  primary  matter  and  commission  cannot  be  approached  at  all  by 
messiahships. 

God  would  alienate  his  power  to  that  extent,  and  lose  that  amount  in  the  rule  of  his 
works. 

Peter's  frailty  shows  the  directly  imperfect  conviction  of  the  christian  doctrine,  and 
but  little  confidence  in  it.  This  doctrine  fails  to  give  support  to  an  immortal  soul,  leav- 
ing it  destitute  of  confidence,  but  leaves  it  in  doubt,  and  often  in  despondency,  most 
certainly  in  perjured  corruption. 

It  betrays  the  state,  most  certainly,  of  undeveloped  mind,  of  an  age  of  ignorance, 
both  of  natural  phenomena,  and  of  the  human  character,  above  all,  God's  character. 

It  acts  as  if  this  was  the  only  sphere  for  mortals,  and  priests  were  the  beneficiaries ; 
dwarfs  roan  to  a  pusillanimous  vassal  to  adopt  them,  who  puts  himself  between  mind 
and  its  maker. 

Under  malign  influences,  the  vassal  mind  of  the  nineteenth  century,  has  itself  bound 
to  do  many  odious  things.  Unless  mind,  that  needs  correction,  get  its  wants  supplied 
at  the  best  source  and  origin  of  science,  the  inspiration  from  God,  all  the  balance  would 
be  insufficient  and  inefTectual. 

Its  protection  has  not  been  secured  throughout  its  creation,  by  any  other  than  its 
Creator^s  Almighty  conservation. 

There  are  intervals  of  time  not  taken  up  by  all  peculiar  faiths,  that  are  not  conserva- 
tive. God  is  conservative  all  the  time,  through  principles.  The  earth  has  inherent 
elements  that  prove  the  conservative  power  of  God  all  the  time. 

Christ  or  his  priestocracy,  had  to  resort  to  the  heathen  mythology,  in  his  fable  of 
Lazarus  and  the  rich  man,  consequently  his  system  proves  its  own  deficiency. 

Mind  seemingly  needs  to  know  of  all  this,  more  than  mind  can  tell  us  as  some  suppose, 
but  the  God  of  good  veils  all  in  the  future,  and  reveals  only  what  is  truly  of  world 
interest. 

Christ  docs  not  tell  us  what  rational  mind  can  tell,  by  analysis.  Though  Christ 
assumes  God's  capital,  ho  is  not  the  capitalist  for  mind. 

Mind  from  the  time  of  its  consciousness  should  be  impressed  with  all  that  satisfies  in 
after  life,  and  none  can  do  that  all  the  time,  but  that  from  God,  who  permits  no  interval 
to  be  left  out. 

If  humanity  be  true  to  itself,  it  will  avail  itself  of  this  munificent  capital  of  God 
alone. 

Who  knows  of  the  world's  or  the  universe's  future  termination  ?  Is  not  all  this  evil 
speculation  by  ignorant  and  designing  men,  for  base  capital  ?  We  have  seen  Millerism 
die  out.  What  is  all  prophecy,  independent  of  its  certain  perjury,  worth,  that  is  so 
mystified,  that  none  can  reason  on  its  results  ? 

It  proves,  most  conclusively,  that  man's  fingers  have  indited  it,  one  of  the  sacrifices 
of  perverted  mind  to  the  vassalage  of  superstition. 

The  scriptures,  advocating  all  the  Entangled  sophisms  of  dreaming  priestocracies,  tell 
us,  that  we  are  to  have. a  new  earth,  and  that  the  sea  is  to  yield  up  its  dead.  All  this  is 
absurd,  as  the  third  day  resurrection. 

The  christian  peculiar  faith  has  four  gods,  instead  of  three.  The  fourth  is  an  evil 
genius,  and  so  powerful  as  to  take  away  souls  from  their  Maker !  What  other  pagan- 
ism ia  any  worse  1 

The  past  and  present  actions  of  the  Roman  church,  including  all  their  pretensions, 
have  no  legitimate  claim  to  the  title  of  the  true  infallible  orthodox  faith.  Their  founder, 
Peter,  on  whom  they  count  so  much,  who  received  the  keys  direct,  and  handed  them 
down  to  the  church,  as  pretended,  was  a  perjurer,  that  would  be  deemed  an  unworthy 
witness  in  the  especial  court  of  conscience.  Protestants  may  affirm,  that  their  position 
is  certainly  better.  How  can  it  be,  when  Peter  has  the  whole  fraternity  ?  Besides, 
that  has  sectarianism,  clannishness,  and  the  clans  war  on  each  other,  even  to  this  day, 
with  angry  and  even  with  bloody  conflicts  at  times.  That  is  not  religion.  The  secta- 
rians are  denied  by  the  Romanists,  who,  in  turn,  are  pronounced  wrong  by  the  protes- 
Unts! 
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All  have  pagan  man-worship,  a  species  of  superstition,  all  of  iiirhich  must  be  tlmvni 
away  surely,  ere  pure  religion  is  secured  to  honorable  high-minded  freemen. 

There  must  be  no  trade,  no  speculation,  no  priestocracies,  no  mental  midwives  to  go 
lietween  the  mind  and  its  God.  All  that  is  worse  than  useless  ;  it  is  criminal,  heinous, 
foolish,  base,  degrading  to  the  mind,  that  should  look  fore^  up  to  God,  the  Supreme 
Deing  alone  to  be  adored.  You  cannot  detract  from  the  perfect  character  of  God,  by 
any  messiahships.     Put  away  your  false  gods. 

Does  God  create  hybrids  1     Are  not  these  the  work  of  mind  perverted  1 

Can  a  God  be  born  of  a  mortal  ?     What  incongruity ! 

Can  an  immortal  originate  from  a  mortal  womb  on  this  earth  ?  What  false  phy- 
siology ! 

The  genealogy  is  most  stupidly  ridiculous,  when  it  assumes  God  to  be  the  father,  and 
yet  claims  Joseph !  It  proves  itself  ineffably  nonsensical.  A  mystified  perjury  made 
by  Jesuitical  minds. 

No  principle  of  physiology  or  of  reason,  will  permit  such  a  monster.  It  is  too  light 
and  merciful,  to  call  all  this  mere  inconsistency. 

No  inside  or  outside  barbarians  of  the  world  can  assume  this,  and  live  out  the  age  of 
mind. 

Are  secret  crimes  to  beget  such  artifice  ? 

What  then  had  Joseph  to  do  with  Christ's  genealogy  ? 

Was  Mary  any  direct  connexion  to  David  ?  Was  Mary  the  mother,  less  than  a  rile 
woman,  as  none  but  man  ever  could  be  on  earth  ?  As  much  then  as  whoredom  falls 
below  chastity,  so  does  peculiar  faith  fall  below  religion,  and  so  does  messiahship  fall 
below  the  creator.  Accursed  it  lives  on  earth,  blasting  mankind  by  its  ignominious 
degradations. 

And  king  David's  was  not  even  pure  blood,  as  Solomon  was  bom  of  the  adulteress. 
Was  this  the  pretence  of  oriential  assumption,  before  which  mind  has  been  crushed  1 

Christ's  birth  then  was  an  imposition  ;  his  life  is  described  as  spent  in  sectarianism,  a 
very  low  calling,  as  tho  worst  of  demagogism. 

His  demonology,  if  not  psychology  disguised,  proves  that  he  used  humbugs  and  jug- 
glery, that  if  not  of  hands,  at  least  of  minds,  even  to  this  day.  But  worse  than  that. 
His  life  was  not  written  until  many  years  after  he  lived,  if  this  was  not  an  entire  ro- 
mance procured  by  the  pious  frauds  of  the  priestocracy. 

Then  it  was  the  worst  species  of  mind-jugglery. 

At  his  death,  Christ  exclaimed,  it  is  claimed,  **  My  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  V 
Why  did  he  ask  this  question  without  a  cause  ?  •  liad  he  not  forsaken  the  best  prin- 
ciples of  honesty  and  religion,  in  assuming  to  be  more  than  mortal  ?  But  how  explain 
away  the  great  earthquake  when  Christ  was  crucified  1  If  it  ever  happened,  of  which 
there  is  no  true  history,  and  if  not  a  mere  coincidence,  it  proves  as  much  for  the  con- 
summation of  the  punishment  for  his  blasphemy.  Was  any  proof  given,  that  it  was  not  a 
mere  coincidence  ?  But  Christianity  is  the  guardian  of  science.  It  is  the  obituary 
maker  of  philosophical  science. 

Christianity  so  far  from  protecting  science,  caused  the  philosophers  to  be  banished 
Rome  by  Justinian,  and  astronomers  to  be  punished  for  astronomy.  She  reared  up  the 
world-sophists. 

It  took  kings  and  absolutism  to  put  down  God's  philosophy,  to  rear  pagan  Christianity, 
and  deplorable  have  been  the  evil  consequences  to  the  world  therefrom. 

It  took  several  centuries  for  Christianity  to  get  a  foothold  in  that  country,  and  it  is 
indebted  to  Constantino  for  its  establishment  by  the  sword.'  In  becoming  the  policy  of 
his  government,  it  acquired  strength  and  power  by  union  to  state.  It  has  been  main- 
tained, by  the  brute  force  of  usurpation,  and  whenever  expelled,  as  lately,  the  pope  has 
been  indebted  to  military  power  for  restoration.  Christianity,  like  all  pagan  pecuhar 
world  faiths,  has  been  smuggled  on  the  world.  And  such  has  been  the  policy  of  peculiar 
faith,  to  hold  the  world  in  its  grasp  and  subjection. 

The  sword  is  unconscientiously  used,  if  victory  can  be  obtained.  Rational  mind  only 
stays  it  to-day,  supreme  over  Christ  that  came  truly  **  to  bring  the  sword."  What  is  the 
difference  to  the  world,  whether  a  Constantino  or  a  Mahomet  conquers  for  peculiar 
faith,  that  only  differs  in  degree  of  superstition  ?  How  can  this  faith  be  univet^  and 
fraternal,  when  the  most  powerful  nation  with  its  state  united  to  it,  usurps  the  fairest 
portions  of  tlie  globe,  not  to  be  repressed  but  by  mind  and  its  prowess  ? 

Some  persons  undertake  to  answer  for  all,  because  it  is  booked  in  the  bible,  as  if  the 
most  inconsistent  and  contradictory,  the  most  inextricable  dilemmas  were  not  tliere  pre- 
sented to  its  best  friends.  It  involves  many  arguments  that  are  unanswerable  to  the 
shrewdest  of  them,  as  what  had  the  genealogy  of  Joseph  to  do  with  Christ^s,  if  Christ 
was  illegitimate  ?    Again,  the  apostles  are  said  to  have  eaten  with  Christ,  aAer  hia 
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asserted  resurrection.  No  spirit  can  do  that,  as  it  is  utterly  incompatible.  But  there 
was  union  of  body  and  mind,  which  was  restoration  to  his  original  funcUonSi  that  is,  he 
was  made  ahve  as  other  mortals.  That  proves  if  any  thing,  tliat  he  had  never  been 
dead  aAer  birth. 

All  the  whims,  caprice8,^nd  fancies  of  peculiar  faith,  whether  for  Mahomet  or  Christ, 
Moses  or  Bhudd,  Brahmin  or  Mormon,  Juggernaut  or  Lama,  end  in  sophistry  and  utter 
perjury,  as  all  have  false  pretences  of  damnable  character. 

Persuasion  may  ruin,  deceive  or  seduce  the  world,  if  mind  is  not  posted  up  by  virtue 
and  intelligence.  It  has  been  thrown  off  its  guard  mostly  by  this  very  thing.  What 
had  stars,  suns  of  other  solar  systems  to  do  witli  individuals  of  this  solar  system?  It 
was  the  work  of  astrologers  and  alchemists,  who  were  the  affiliated  priestocracy  that 
affected  irrational  pretensions,  as  they  were  the  world  humbuggers. 

But  the  history  of  Christ  was  delayed  to  be  written,  it  is  said,  for  many  years  after 
the  supposed  transactions.  This  implies  fraud,  for  the  avoidance  of  antagonism,  that 
might  upset  the  statement.  No  such  story  could  have  been  valid,  unless  both  sides 
had  been  properly  reported,  and  adjudged  correctly  as  verified. 

How  difficult  is  it  now,  in  this  day  and  time,  with  all  the  licrht  of  the  press,  to  get 
the  truth  of  the  very  time,  published  in  the  immediate  circle  1  h*yen  in  this  day,  a  man 
by  money  and  power,  can  get  his  clan  around  him,  and  make  out  much  that  is  improba- 
ble pass  for  facts.    "There  is  no  end  to  perjury,  in  the  present  state  of  society. 

liow  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  is  it,  to  reach  the  truth  and  facts  after  a  lapse  of  time 
in  distant  places,  where  the  responsibility  personal  is  not  imperative,  and  the  rational 
standards  not  the  highest. 

To  obtain  Christ,  a  son  should  be  born  of  a  virgin.  That  is  the  very  way  that  all  first 
children  should  be  born.     Virgins  are  first  mothers  that  way. 

Can  partisans  be  believed  in  faitli,  politics,  or  any  matter  connected  with  self- 
interest? 

Admit  man  has  the'  habit  of  perverting  the  truth,  constantly  declaring  the  statements 
of  peculiar  faith,  he  will  swear  to  tlieni,  particularly  if  he  conceal  his  disbelief  of  the 
bible  of  tradition  privately,  while  in  public  he  hypocritically  professes  faith.  Not  only 
was  one  disciple  of  Christ  a  traitor,  but  another,  the  chief,  was  a  perjurer,  while  all 
were  deserters  and  perjurers. 

What  confidence  can  be  placed  in  a  world  of  such  cattle  ?  W^ho  can  be  safely  trusted, 
after  using  deceit  or  forfeiture  of  his  word  in  serious  matters  ? 

The  bible  of  tradition  authors  were  not  up  to  the  high  and  right  appreciation  of  things. 
W^hat  can  the  inspectors  of  mind  promise  themselves,  as  to  the  unity  of  mind  on  any 
messiah  ?  It  can  be  procured  on  no  such  bauble,  when  the  prime  benefits  of  God  are 
to  be  disregarded.  If  Christ  be  adopted,  God  is  left  to  himself.  Let  the  world  under- 
stand this  subject  perfectly,  and  it  will  dismiss  all  messialiships  as  frauds  on  itself.  The 
hidings  of  Christ's  disciples  evince  only  mortal  actions,  and  the  hidings  of  his  fatlier's 
face  evince  his  own  blasphemy.  The  whole  of  it  is  only  a  peculiar  story  unworthy  of 
notice.  We  must  have  a  sixth  sense  to  mingle  with  spirits,  as  the  apostles,  as  we  mor- 
tals have  to  breathe  another  atmosphere.  The  penalty  to  presume  on  more  is  through 
death.  But  so  far  from  the  necessity  of  a  sixth  sense,  whilst  some  are  naturally  de- 
prived of  a  part  of  their  five  senses,  other  persons  do  not  use  appropriately  all  these, 
most  being  deprived  of  the  right  use  of  theirs  by  an  interested  but'  perverted  clique  of 
base  characters.  How  deplorable  in  both  cases !  Are  these  last  duly  thankful  to  see 
the  splendid  universe  ;  to  hear  the  joyful  sounds  of  friendship  and  love ;  to  speak  the 
blessed  thoughts  of  mind,  yet  refuse  the  proper  allegiance  to  its  independence  and 
mighty  characteristics  in  the  analysis  of  truth  ? 

What  was  the  use  of  the  Holy  Ghost  or  Spirit  but  priest  machinery,  to  circumvent 
mind^s  imaginings  ? 

What  ignorance  has  been  taught  in  all  bibles  of  tradition  ? 

The  doctrine  of  demons  or  spirits,  a  demoniacal  possession,  shows  affection  by  epi- 
leptic fits,  deranged  persons,  or  those  affected  by  numerous  diseases. 

Mind,  the  mighty  agent  for  universal  action,  doubly  corrects  this  wicked  pretension. 

The  pride  of  reason  is  the  error  of  opinion,  that  may  mislead  into  all  Uie  puerilities 
of  peculiar  faith,  as  the  wonderful  visions  of  dancers,  convulsionists,  jun)j)ers,  jerkers, 
whinpers,  shakers,  &c. 

1  its  were  supposed,  by  the  ignorant  and  superstitious  ancients,  to  be  a  manifestation 
of  actions  of  demons. 

Suppose  that  the  body  of  Christ  had  been  burnt,  as  of  course  it  could  easily  have 
been,  who  could  have  expected  to  have  seen  anything  but  ashes? 

Death  is  the  barrier  between  spirits  and  mortals. 

There  can  be  no  visions  of  all  such,  no  contact,  no  commerce  or  intercourse ;  as  de- 
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struct ive  is  in  antagonism  with  conservative  principles,  as  evil  is  so  with  good,  so  are 
spirits  and  the  livinpf  eternally  separated. 

What  in  the  dark  ages  was  Christianity  but  a  darker  thing,  infuriating  the  very  mind, 
the  beneficiary,  that,  it*  perverted,  leaves  the  world  a  blank  ? 

Under  the  authority  of  Gibbon,  the  historian,  the  preteiltatural  darkness  of  the  three 
hours, time,  is  said  to  have  happened  during  the  lifetime  of  Seneca  and  the  elder  Pliny, 
not  mentioned  by  them,  great  natural  pliilosophers  as  they  were,  and  particularly  col- 
lecting and  describing  such  remarkable  incidents!  But  it  is  not  proved  the  Christ 
arose  the  third  day  after  his  crucifixion  ;  or  that  his  body  was  in  the  tomb  the  second 
day  ;  or  that  his  spirit  could  be  impeded  one  moment  after  death,  from  its  appropriate 
elements. 

"  The  word  for  wisdom,  in  Asia,  and  in  Hebrew,  was  chest ;  and  when  put  into 
Greek,  it  was  christ;  and  when  put  into  Latin,  it  was  christus."— -/acoA.'?. 

Incarn  was  the  word.  When  was  Christ  born  ?  Was  he  any  but  a  fictitious  per- 
sonage ? 

Leo  X.  said,  "  it  is  well  known  how  profitable  this  fable  of  Christ  has  been  to  cs.*' 

The  gospels  were  vamped  up,  at  the  council  of  Nice. 

What  did  not  these  ecclesiastics  expect  of  the  world,  of  Constantinc,  and  all  the 
future  ? 

Had  the  true  Christ  been  apparent,  the  Jews  would  have  rushed  at  the  true  savior 
of  the  world. 

All  the  world  never  could  have  been  kept  back  at  all,  at  no  time,  from  that  most  vital 
fact. 

But  in  the  nature  of  things  of  this  universe,  there  can  be  no  Christ,  no  Savior,  if 
there  be  a  Creator. 

You  must  first  uncreate  the  universe,  to  make  a  Christ. 

Luke  and  Matthew  differ  about  the  genealogy  of  Christ,  very  essentially  from  each 
other,  and  certainly  from  truth.  One  having  many  persons  more  than  the  other,  having 
Jacob  for  Joseph's  father,  and  the  other  Heli ;  and  both  failing  to  connect  Christ  with 
the  genealogy  of  Abraham  or  David  !  Now  by-the-by,  they  have  no  genealogy  at  all. 
All  are  false,  faith  and  Christ. 

Kings  and  priestocracies  forced  the  faith  about  Christ,  supported  by  ignorant  vassals, 
others  knowing  better  then  and  now,  merely  to  court  popularity,  that  they  have  sought 
through  peculiar  faith.  How  servile  the  sentiment,  how  ignoble  the  thought,  that  when 
in  Rome  we  must  do  as  the  Romans  do !  They  have  licked  the  dust  off  the  Pope's 
feet !  Is  that  manly  ;  is  it  not  like  the  beast  1  What  humbugs,  peculiar  faith,  pricst- 
ocracy,  and  absolutism  :  how  costly  to  the  sovereign  people.  Peculiar  faith  has  the 
road  too  much  to  preferment  and  popularity  in  the  world,  and  that  too  most  undeserved. 
Was  there  ever  such  a  being  as  Christ?  Let  all  rational  beings  then  investigate, 
otherwise  they  will  be  wofully  deceived  by  the  ignorant  and  impotent  priestocracy. 

If  individuals  should  be  degraded,  who  violate  proper  manners,  the  best  that  are  con- 
ventional of  society,  what  can  one  say  of  those  who  violate  the  first  principles  of  justi.^e 
to  Deity,  and  impose  the  deepest  frauds  on  the  world  ? 

What  power  has  Christ  over  sin,  more  than  any  other  mortal  that  died?  It  is  not 
election  nor  favoritism,  but  principle,  that  saves  all.  Sectarian,  the  majority  of  the 
world  invariably  dies  out  of  the  pale  of  your  peculiar  faith.  On  investigation,  who  but 
a  coward  or  slave  would  own  Christ,  a  most  perfect  imposition  ?  If  the  subject  were 
peculiar  faiths,  I  had  not  written,  hut  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  religion  that  God 
requires  rational  mind  to  cultivate  rightfully. 

It  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  whether  we  hear  or  not  of  christs  or  messiahs,  who  are 
not  available,  but  stumbling  blocks  for  laity  and  clergy,  while  our  senses  inform  us  of  a 
God  of  nature,  the  majesty  of  the  universe. 

As  we  do  not  appreciate  men  by  their  mere  standing  alone,  but  by  their  life-acts,  so  no 
Christ  can  be  verified  unless  he  rule  mind  through  reason  and  truth,  the  means  that  the 
God  of  mind  uses,  an  utter  impossibility.  Christ  a  God,  and  let  merest  mortals  conquer 
him  !  If  God,  he  could  have  paralyzed  all  arms,  and  convinced  all  minds.  But  Christ 
is  dead — ^what  can  he  do  1 

The  use  of  such  doctrines  as  Christ  uses,  not  original,  not  reaching  even  to  God*8 
principles,  only  proves  him  a  mortal,  not  a  God,  and  the  attempt  at  miracles  lays  him 
and  friends  low  as  jugglers,  as  God's  acts  universally  are  conservative,  whilst  miracles 
reverse  the  order  of  nature,  and  are  destructive. 

The  use  of  the  doctrines  advanced  were  at  best  only  social  principles,  used  by  Uie 
world,  as  China,  for  centuries.  Of  course  Christ  was  indebted,  though  an  assumed  god, 
to  the  supremacy  of  principles,  that  arc  of  themselves  in  abeyance  to  God,  to  whom 
Clirist  was  doublv  inferior. 
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But  he  even  went  below  them,  for  he  advanced  doctrines  of  blasphemous  sectarianism, 
the  lowest  of  all  woridly  acts,  and  expiated  therefor  with  his  life. 

Of  course  he  was  only  a  man  of  straw  in  the  hands  of  blasphemous  impostor  drama- 
tists, to  keep  up  a  degraided  game  on  mind,  the  main  object  being  vile  despotism  to  de- 
fraud and  hold  mind  abject.. 

Enlightened  conscience  demands  a  proved  Christ,  on  certain  evidence,  properly 
endorsed,  or  felony  recoils  certainly  on  all  offering  the  bible  and  doctrine. 

Our  own  mind  must  have  a  rightful  decision. 

If  the  Jews  ever  sacrificed  Christ,  our  own  sense  tells  us  that  he  positively  was  a 
mortal,  for  they  would  not  have  done  it  had  he  proved  himself  a  God. 

They  would  have  attempted  anything  else  as  soon.  Here  is  a  perfect  conclusion  to 
the  whole  story. 

The  bible  of  tradition  writers  endorse  their  peculiar  faith  and  their  Christ.  Who 
endorse  them?  They  need  it  above  all  others,  as  the  veriest  world  felons,  self-evident 
otherwise.  Who  came  to  the  rescue  ?  The  pulpit  priestocracy.  The  last  perjure 
themselves,  the  very  moment  they  open  their  mouth,  and  of  course  cannot  sustain  the 
bible-perjured  authors.     What  is  to  be  done  ? 

If  you  believe  the  book  under  such  inconsistencies,  you  perjure  your  mind  and  soul. 
The  supreme  testimony  of  God's  principles  excludes  all  such  without  mistake.  Christ, 
according  to  Matthew,  c.  iv.,  was  said  to  be  led  up  of  the  spirit  to  be  tempted  of  the 
devil,  and  was  ministered  to  by  angels,  neither  which  can  be  proved  to  possibly  exist 
undcrany  circumstances  of  this  universe  and  God's  noblest  attribute^,  much  less  to  have 
been  on  our  earth. 

As  to  the  persecution  of  Christ  so  often  alluded  to,  that  was  sectarian  ;  on  any  other 
a  God  would  have  arisen  to  the  dignity  of  his  majesty  by  that  very  trial  and  tribunal, 
that  he  would  have  sought  to  display  his  innate  greatness.  He  would  have  wished  it 
world-wide ;  but  a  mortal  would  sink,  as  Christ  is  said  to  have  done,  under  it — a  mere 
pne^n  sectarian. 

The  world  then  has  not  to  look  at  his  sectarian  persecution  so  common  to  the  world, 
but  his  blasphemy,  to  assume  messiahship,  the  vilest  libel  on  God. 

God  never  intended  that  his  attributes  should  be  counterfeited.  In  tliisall  the  tinker- 
cobler  dramatists  are  ever  self-evident. 

Their  hero  was  to  be  sacrificed,  and  some  agent  liad  to  do  it ;  bnt  wo  to  that  man ! 
Wiis  tliere  ever  such  suicidal  logic  1  Such  blasphemous  iniquity?  God,  perfect  purity, 
h:i(l  to  commit  murder  to  save  from  sin ! 

C^f  all  the  solecisms  of  nonsense,  this  exceeds  all. 

But  they  must  make  him  a  perpetual  drummer  travelling  agent,  to  carry  out  their 
fooleries. 

Such  pedant  monks  had  no  comprehension  of  the  universe,  God  or  mind,  and  only 
looked  to  their  idols  of  priestocracies.  They  have  committed  themselves  most  hope- 
lessly to  inextricable  difficulties,  and  their  helpless  messiah  nobody  to  nonentity. 

Investigation  and  analysis  consign  all  the  peculiar  animals  to  an  ignoble  position. 
Their  peculiar  doctrines  place  them  in  peculiar  quagmires. 

The  poor  dramatists  should  have  carried  him  over  the  converted  globe,  that  had  only 
to  see  to  believe. 

Asa  god  of  miracles  that  they  claim  for  Christ,  he  could  have  traversed  the  globe 
.speedily,  and  have  proved  then  and  there,  beyond  doubt  and  most  convincing  to  tho 
world,  any  way  desirable  to  the  whole  multitude,  and  done  it  too  like  a  faithful  agent, 
III  tt  niind  should  not  have  suffered  by  delay,  neglect  or  want  of  the  necessary  consti- 
tuent of  relief.  But  messiahship  was  even  ineffectual,  a  failure,  an  imposition,  incom- 
{.etent  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  world. 

What  are  its  wanta  ?  Could  these  infamous  daubers  tell,  or  supply  if  told  ?  They 
wero  after  making  the  most  out  of  their  ignoble  sectarian  professions. 

Little  did  these  court  wily  sycophants,  who  were  concocting  and  writing  their  schemes 
ff)r  many  a  year,  in  their  stupidity  ever  conceive  of  the  sublime  intelligence,  that  rules 
in  the  deepest  silence  and  thought  the  mighty  creation,  before  whom  all  their  innumer- 
ahlo  mes-siahships  must  sink  in  the  most  ignoble  insignificance,  the  most  cont^^mptible. 

Now  the  present  history  of  the  world  proves  conclusively,  that  religious  character- 
ir-tics  are  a  very  different  thing. 

AVhat  6oes  Christianity  or  any  peculiar  faith  avail  the  world,  but  enslave  it  by  means 
of  absolutism?  At  the  same  time  serving  to  extract  the  cream  of  the  benefits  of  the 
world  for  the  few,  but  yielding  only  bitter  dregs.  The  justice  that  suits  the  wants  of 
the  world  is  the  unadulterated  gift  of  God. 

Nations  that  profess  all  the  pretences  of  Christian,  Mahometan,  or  any  other  peculiar 
policy,  do  not  possess  the  proper  policy  of  nations  of  the  world  of  God,  as  has  been 
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proved  in  India,  Palestine,  and  elsewhere,  most  abundantly,  that  have  been  oTerrua  by 
several  peculiar  faiths. 

Nor  is  part  of  Christian  America  exempt,  when  we  contemplate  the  deplorable  intole- 
ration  that  drove  the  Mormons  from  several  states,  and  finally  to  seek  the  stem  injustice 
of  the  western  wilderness. 

The  tender  mercies  of  any  peculiar  faith  are  tyranny  and  oppression,  that  go  to  ex- 
tremes, as  impunity  attends. 

Tlie  world  has  its  measure  of  peculiar  faith  overflowing,  without  one  mark  of  respect 
of  its  intrinsic  value,  as  it  trades  and  speculates  on  assumed  capital. 

China  has  its  three  hundred  millions  of  people,  disposed  like  the  world  to  be  truly  and 
rationally  religious,  but  where  is  the  way  ?  Would  all  these  be  permitted  to  be  lost,  if 
Christ  were  the  only  way  1  we  may  well  ask  the  balance  of  the  world.  But  is  nottlic 
incarnation  of  Christ  a  sublime  idea?  It  is  most  ridiculous,  and  one  of  the  old  explo- 
ded notions  of  Eastern  Asia.  It  is  said  of  **  The  grand  Lama,  in  whom  the  God  of 
Thibet  has  just  become  incarnate."  "  Vichenou  now  becoming  incarnate  in  a  black 
shepherd,  and  under  the  name  of  Chrisen,  he  delivered  the  world  of  the  venomous  ser- 
pent Calenpfarn,  and  thus  crushed  his  head,  after  having  been  wounded  by  him  in  the 
heel."  '*  Bhudd  is  the  ninth  incarnation  of  Vichenou."  And  the  last  had  priority  to 
Christ's  time  by  many  centuries.  But  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  anyway,  as  the?  are 
all  fictions  of  priestocracies.  They  must  stick  to  their  faith,  whether  their  faith  slicks 
to  truth. 

The  Jews  or  gentiles  could  not  have  been  chained  back  from  rescuing  their  savior, 
who,  as  God  and  inunortal,  could  never  have  been  identified  with  earth  or  death. 

Christ,  if  equal  to  God,  must  have  been  self-existent,  therefore  could  not  be  begotten 
consistently  with  the  prior  character  of  God.     This  proves  his  false  pretences. 

We  always  wish  to  be  understood,  of  considering  him  nothing  but  a  fiction,  bi» 
claimed  functions  being  never  in  existence. 

Bibles  of  tradition  suggest  invariably  their  true  character  :  Faith  novels,  fiction  and 
legends,  story  and  history  mixed,  used  as  expedient.  All  pions  forgeries,  supported  by 
such.  The  world  has  been  tyrannized  over  by  the  peculiar  bibles,  the  peculiar  engine  of 
priests.     How  could  Christ,  who  was  begotten,  be  equal  to  God,  who  was  unbegotteol 

There  can  be  no  true  trinity  of  similar  natures,  in  all  this.  But  his  resurrection  is 
certain,  saysHhe  preacher  bigot,  who  sketches  the  fictions  of  faith,  over  the  powers  of 
death,  ttiat  declares  immediate  dissolution  ? 

Hence,  they  absurdly  prove  their  solecism  in  language. 

Was  the  body  there  :     Is  that  certain  1 

Who  would  risk  the  perjury  in  swearing  it? 

What  makes  Christ  any  better,  than  others  of  his  order  ? 

He  was  of  the  priestocracy.  Was  he  less  in  collusion  than  the  balance?  There  is 
but  one  sermon,  the  main  one  to  be  preached  about  any  bible^s  authenticity,  that  if  estab- 
lished, proves  itself  for  a  mcssiah  or  any  creed  necessary. 

But  all  faith  creeds  have  to  be  peculiar,  else  none  could  advance  as  a  system  of  pcco- 
liar  faith,  and  the  peculiar  interests  of  the  priestocracy. 

But  Christianity  claims  pre-eminence  in  eliciting  the  arts  and  sciences !  Has  tbe 
true  analysis  ever  been  written  ? 

Arts  and  sciences  flourish,  despite  of  all  peculiar  faith  christians  or  any. 

Arts  and  sciences  have  flourished  in  lands  of  superstition,  as  in  Kgypt  and  India. 
Mind  is  the  tiling  everywhere. 

Distinguished  men  have  been  claimed  as  members  of  the  church?  Does  that  prove 
any  proper  conclusion  under  the  true  analysis?  Among  others,AVashington  is  claimed. 
Washington  was  prudent  in  his  faith.  He  believed  in  a  supreme  being,  and  acted  he- 
comingly  as  a  man.     He  was  above  the  corruption  of  peculiar  or  church  faith. 

If  Christ  had  performed  the  miracles  mentioned,  he  would  have  performed  all  neces- 
sary for  the  world  and  that  age,  satisfactory  for  all  minds  that  could  not  have  been  keft 
back.  But  then  this  destroys  doubtlessly  the  original  economy  of  mind,  the  free  agency 
of  which  would  be  absorbed  in  the  defined  positions  of  exact  example. 

Free  agency  of  mind  kills  all  messiahships. 

But  all  about  Christ  is  mere  afterthought,  that  could  not  reach  any,  much  less  tl.c 
whole.  It  cannot  take  hold  of  mind  at  its  creation,  and  tlierefore  is  a  perfect  nullity. 
and  the  cobblers  ought  to  be  done  with  this  falsity,  this  ignominious  blasphemy.  They 
were  stupidly  blind. 

All  minds  have  resurrection  at  once  and  final,  till  another  change  of  purification,  wd 
that  dispenses  with  Christ's  peculiar  one  when  all  are  universal.  Mind  emanates  from 
God  ;  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  peculiar  machinery  separate  it  from  God  as  far  as  ifl 
them  lies. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MESSIAHSHIPS  OR  VICEGERENTSHIPS  OF  PAGAKISM.  781 

Christ  a  God  and  son  of  a  God,  and  still  let  mortals  master  him  ?  What  an  imbecile 
God  !    Whet  stupid  dramatists — ^yet  what  politic  priestocracies. 

But  you  may  suppose  that  it  is  a  mere  anachronism  in  regard  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  as 
detailed  by  his  pretended  biographers.  That  is  not  true,  for  all  the  particulars  are 
0ven  to  destroy  that  idea.  God  who  inspires,  does  not  permit  anachronisms,  that  clearly 
betray  that  those  were  not  inspired  men,  but  perjurers. 

This  is  the  case  with  all  assuming  to  be  inspired,  and  thereby  proving  themselves 
thus. 

As  Josephus  only  translated,  not  wrote  his  antiquities  of  the  Jews,  A,  D.,  03,  how 
came  the  famous  history  of  Christ  there,  if  it  were  not  an  interpolation  ? 

Of  course  these  writers  are  blasphemers  of  God,  plagiarists  of  Josephus,  and  degraded 
before  mind,  that  they  impose  upon.  We  feel  perfectly  assured,  that  there  never  was  and 
never  could  be  such  a  man  as  Christ,  as  endowed  with  any  missiott  above  that  of  uni- 
versal mind.  Luke  and  Matthew,  as  canonized  saints,  cut  each  other^s  throats.  As  to 
Christ  the  savior,  nothing  less  than  the  Almighty  creator  can  be  that,  at  all  times  and 
all  circumstances,  by  tlie  nature  of  creation,  the  universe,  as  he  must  be  omniscient, 
omnipresent  and  omnipotent.  Now  Christ  was  localized  as  a  mortal  on  earth,  when 
the  functions  of  a  true  savior  of  the  universe  required  absolute  omnipresence,  and  this 
kills  Christ^s  divine  essence  altogether.  Now  the  fact  is  this,  that  must  not  be  over- 
looked, that  the  bible  writers  of  Moses  only  had  a  peculiar  god,  of  one  abortion  earth,  to 
which  he  was  exclusively  devoted,  and  above  all  to  a  peculiar  little  nation  of  that  little 
earth,  and  this  is  the  reason,  that  through  their  gross  ignorance  they  displayed  them- 
selves as  animals,  in  causing  other  false  faiths,  one  of  which  was  a  Christ  for  one  globe, 
whereas  if  any  such  necessity  existed,  it  prevailed  for  all ;  now  this  could  not  be  accom- 
plished by  any  such  location  as  the  earth,  that  cannot  possibly  be  the  centre  of  the  universe, 
^ut  the  ignoramuses  have  omitted,  by  the  most  vulgar  ignorance,  the  commission  for  the 
whole,  and  that  kills  it  for  one  !  Complete  in  Christ  as  the  priestocracy  say,  when  at 
the  same  time,  no  sane  mind  can  begin  to  start  from  him  as  any  part  of  the  godhead, 
that  presides  over  and  comprehends  the  universe. 

We  grant  you  that  the  Christ  spoken  of,  is  a  peculiar  person  in  a  most  peculiar  trinity, 
that  cannot  possibly  be  identified  with  the  creator  of  the  universe. 

The  four-cornered  earth-god  of  Judaism  is  unknown  to  us,  and  would  be  to  all  honor- 
able and  high-minded  committees  of  the  world.  Can  any  physiologist  ever  deny  the 
principles  of  his  science,  that  deny  to  a  mortal  all  such  stuff  and  nonsense  of  pedigree  ? 
But  you  are  the  very  persons  that  are  alarmed  about  religion !  You  could  not  destroy 
its  elements  of  anv  rational  mind,  do  what  you  will.  But  you  may  rest  assured,  tliat 
you  washed  your  bands  of  any  especial  guardianship  of  rational  religion,  the  very  mo- 
ment you  espoused  peculiar  faith. 

Religion  is  too  pure,  after  such  espousals  to  have  you  for  her  patron,  be  you  assured 
of  that,  all  of  you.  If  you  wish  us  to  adopt  your  peculiar  faith,  first  destroy  our  reason. 
Grace  and  mmd  emanate  from  the  same  source,  and  must  go  together. 

But  you  pretend  as  if  you  could  decide,  that  mind  is  self-confident  and  relies  on  itself, 
because  it  rejects  your  peculiar  faith  errors.  It  does  no  such  thing ;  it  relies  on  God 
its  author,  and  to  whom  it  has  to  alone  humble  itself,  in  the  glorious  principles  of  causa- 
tion to  the  prostration  of  all  atheism,  and  polytheism,  for  if  there  were  billions  of  nature 
anil  gods,  all  are  subordinate  to  the  supreme  being  who  rules  this  universe. 

But  your  pulpit  preachers  say  that  the  soul  that  does  not  look  to  Christ  for  salvation, 
destroys  its  own  peace.  We  believe  most  sincerely  that  any  minds  rational  enough  to 
ascertain  the  true  position,  destroy  it  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  if  they  dare  look  to  any  such 
pretence. 

But  you  say,  that  God  is  too  great  and  sublime  for  the  soul,  not  to  have  an  interme- 
diate. You  did  not  think  so,  when  you  adopted  the  old  testament  to  bolster  up  the  new, 
in  which  nearly  every  page  God  is  made  the  companion  of  priests  and  prophets,  his  pre- 
tended mouth-pieces.  But  then  this  was  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews,  who  like  all 
other  ancients,  had  their  peculiar  godhead.  And  this  very  peculiar  god  you  adopted,  as 
you  have  not  altered  him,  by  building  on  Jewish  foundation. 

The  God  of  the  universe  inspires  mind  through  science,  but  the  science  of  these 
aforesaid,  was  too  small  to  give  character  to  their  inspiration. 

We  prove  that  mind,  thus  exact  by  science,  corrects  all  the  direct  pretensions. 

Analyze  all,  and  you  will  find  that  all  else  is  imposition  and  fraud.  Show  no  false 
colors. 

Entrust  your  mind  to  God  of  the  universe,  and  him  alone  :  you  may  have  to  pass 
through  many  purer  spheres  in  the  series  of  purification,  ere  you  reach  the  centre  of 
purity  and  sublimity.  Pulpit  preachers,  stop.  Let  science  and  philosophy  teach  mind. 
Give  up  your  ghostly  and  gospel  stories  and  fables. 
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In  all  this  disquisition,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  all  should  adhere  most  strictly 
to  the  principles  of  logic,  that  is,  truth.  There  are  minds  in  the  world  that  &re  perfectly 
worthless  in  ideas,  that  cannot  see  an  idea  in  advance,  unless  their  clique-clan  faction 
demagogue,  master,  say  the  word. 

How  is  such  mind  constituted,  and  what  is  the  mould  1  Much  of  it  has  little  or  no 
use  of  their  honest  sense,  but  little  principle,  so  corrupt  has  it  become.  Much  of  the 
world  seems  foolish  or  deranged  on  peculiar  faith.  Is  there  any  earthly  being  worthy 
of  love,  who  is  necessarily  an  impostor  1  How  can  you,  pure-minded,  love,  respect  or 
esteem  such  a  being  ? 

As  to  Christ's  mission  to  the  whole  earth,  his  resurrection  should  have  been  before 
the  whole  world,  for  none  to  doubt,  not  merely  before  the  affiliated,  but  all  the  Jews, 
and  an  adequate  number  of  Gentiles.  Who  can  affirm  to  it  at  this  day,  with  any  hon- 
orable truth  ?  No  Jews,  no  nation,  could  have  been  committed  against  such  universal 
interest ;  that  is  impossible.  All  would  have  declared  for  it,  h^  this  mission  been 
God-sent.     Messiahship  is  too  subordinate. 

Christ,  as  messiah,  never  existed.  These  events,  recorded,  were  fiction.  But  as  to 
the  testimony-men  :  they  were  good  and  pure  men,  you  assume.  Do  you  endorse  all 
this,  like  a  fanatic,  going  it  blindly  ? 

Do  you  endorse  them  ?  How  can  you,  when  the  principals  destroy  each  other,  belie 
themselves,  disgrace  inspirations,  and  libel  God  and  mind  1  They  are  only  equal  au- 
thority to  all  other  pagans. 

Miracle  proof  as  clear  as  creation  proofs,  would  have  prevailed.  Do  not  touch  this 
subject,  unless  you  do  it  justice.  Have  no  vindictive  trifling,  for  yoK  ignorantJy  degrade 
yourself,  and  do  not  extricate  liars.     You  identify  yourself  with  them. 

What  else  have  you  to  say  1  You  can  say  nothing,  or  commit  yourself  inextricably, 
as  all  must  that  have  anythmg  to  do  with  priestocracies. 

Mind  is  to  rise  to  its  universal  dignity,  in  asserting  all  truths  at  once  independent  of 
priestocracies. 

Ah!  but  these  good  people  could  not  lie!  That  is  the  very  thing  the  bible  \ra3 
written  for,  to  uphold  priestocracy  and  absolute  government.  You  are  green  if  yoa 
deny  this. 

Millions  upon  millions  are  daily  doing  that  very  same  thing,  and  endorsing  tliem  on 
all  this  point,  from  emperors,  through  popes,  to  the  lowest  church  character. 

The  world  will  never  be  clear  of  fool-biblea,  till  it  is  freed  from  their  priestocracy 
fabricators. 

The  proof  is  essential,  for,  if  wrong,  the  whole  is  an  awful  conspiracy  of  the  priest- 
ocracy, to  perpetrate  the  most  blasphemous  robbery  of  God.  If  this  be  the  word  of 
God,  then  it  should  rely  on  proper,  self-evident  proofs  of  God,  and  nothing  less. 

But  are  we  going  to  deny  the  word  of  God  1  No,  sir  ;  that  cannot  be  done  bv  the 
universe,  which  now  supports  it ;  for  that  very  reason  we  deny  all  such  bibles,  that  God's 
divine  word  of  creation  denies. 

But  all  this  is  inspiration !  The  very  assertion  declares  heinous  sin  of  blasphemy. 
It  is  the  inspiration  of  priestocracy,  to  evil.  Inspiration  does  not  kill  itself  and  its  GckI, 
unless  it  were  a  fabrication. 

But  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  the  hundred  soldiers  would  have  guarded  an 
enipty  sepulchre.     Presumption,  and  taking  for  granted,  cannot  exculpate  perjury. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  a  fact-recording  author  of  sound  mind,  would  have 
omitted  all  expedient  for  the  verified  identification  of  Christ.  The  scripture  men  as- 
sume their  position. 

It  devolves  on  them  to  prove  the  affirmative,  or  it  all  falls,  as  it  certainly  does,  to  the 
ground.  The  mere  assertion,  written  or  oral,  of  any  number  of  men  attempting  an 
impossibility  as  this,  is  not  testimony.  Unless  the  proper  proof  is  adduced,  no  assertion 
is  testimony  for  the  enlightened  conscience  of  a  rational  mind. 

Had  all  this  been  right,  the  Roman  Empire,  as  well  as  the  world,  would  hare  re- 
corded the  whole. 

The  attributes  of  the  God  of  omniscience,  omnipotence,  and  omnipresence,  exclude 
Christ,  and  as  his  function,  creation,  is  not  that  of  procreation,  that  necessarily  excludes 
all  the  pretensions  of  messiahships  in  birth,  and  conclusively  proves  to  the  whole  vorld 
all  such  as  most  foolish  and  vain.     So  Christ  is  cut  out  of  his  pretensions  everyway. 

But  this  is  to  be  looked  at.  If  Christ  had  been  a  God,  would  the  tiling  have  ever 
come  to  this,  that  even  his  resurrection  should  be  not  only  doubtful,  but  impossible,  as 
stated?    God  does  not  leave  rational  mind  to  doubt  what  is  certain. 

There  were,  if  he  ever  were,  as  story  tells,  the  sharp-sighted  Jews,  as  sharp  as  yon 
can  be,  who  were  interested,  particularly  if  any,  as  the  best  entitled  to  have  Jesus.  All 
the  immortal  part  was  paramount  to  them,  as  well  as  the  whole  world. 
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Who  are  the  witnesses  of  Christ's  resurrection  ? 

As  to  John,  he  gives  no  statement  of  a  watch>  but  says  :  Ch.  xx.  verse  17,  Jesus 
vaith  unto  her,  (Mary,)  touch  me  not,  for  I  am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father.  Verse 
27,  he  tells  Thomas  to  '*  reach  hither  thy  hand,  and  thrust  it  into  my  side^^'  Luke  xxiv. 
39,  **  Handle  me,*'  (said  Jesus.)  Luke  mentions  no  guard.  Mark  has  no  guard.  But, 
no  doubt,  Matthew  wrote  to  meet  the  objections  to  the  resurrection,  the  best  his  fiction 
coold. 

He  says  Joseph  rolled  a  great  stone  to  the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  and  departed.  Did 
those  who  came  the  next  day,  who  "  made  the  sepulchre  sure,  sealing  the  stone,  and 
setting  a  watch,*^  remove  the  stone  to  identify  the  body  !  Not  they,  as  the  author  tells. 
Alas !  human  nature,  thou  showest  thy  mortality,  thy  duplicity ! 

But  the  evangelists  were  good  men,  who,  of  course,  would  not  lie.  Yet  God's  whole 
bible  proves  them,  and  all  the  affiliated,  modem  and  ancient,  all  perjurers  to  all  time. 

Gentlemen  must  know  that  mere  assertion,  backed  by  all  the  millions  of  affiliated,  is 
not  proper  testimony  till  properly  proved. 

Six  hundred  thousand  men,  that  lost  their  lives  for  one  of  the  twenty-four  other  pagan 
mcssiahs,  recorded  by  Buck,  would,  as  millions  affiliated  with  them,  have  sworn  their 
Bouls  out  of  them,  that  theirs  was  the  correct  one. 

Now,  as  all  messiahships  are  the  rankest  perjuries,  what  prevents  these  writers— call 
them  by  any  name,  locate  them  any  where  at  any  ancient,  corrupt  time,  give  them  a 
century  or  more  to  digest  their  nefarious  schemes  of  governmental  priest  and  despotic 
policy,  unite  church  and  state,  emperors  and  soldiery,  to  back  them — ^from  an  equal,  if 
not  worse,  perjury  ? 

These  few  men-writers  wrote  for  one  of  the  priestocracy,  and  were  of  the  priest^ 
x)cracy,  the  moat  corrupt  of  all  belial  comiption. 

Now  honorable,  though  verdant  modern,  tlo  not  touch  this  perjury  of  messiahships. 

But  the  bigot,  who  has  no  brains  nor  principles,  no  logic  nor  truth,  who  cannot  prove 
bis  position,  nor  let  the  proof  of  yours  reach  his  mind,  says  you  deny  Christ;  then  you 
must  prove  the  contrary !  O  no,  fanatic,  your  logic  is  as  false  as  your  faith.  You 
stand  in  place  of  those  men ;  now  prove  it. 

What  can  you  do  with  such  peculiar  minds,  that  ask  for  proof  of  the  negative  ?  It 
negatives  all  reason. 

Advocates  of  messiahship  forget  the  principles  of  logic,  in-  the  quagmires  of  fanatic 
cism,  which  is  abundant  now  all  over  the  world. 

The  testimony  of  the  scriptures  should  be  from  Christ  or  God,  vouched  documents 
then  and  now,  to  possess  the  proper  character  and  nature  of  testimony.  In  whose  keep- 
ing is  all  this?  Of  course,  in  the  affiliated  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  itself  an  imposition. 
Hee  what  are  the  horrors  of  sectarianism,  between  the  Christians  and  Jews,  who  both 
fllfTcred  on  this  very  thing  of  testimony,  which,  afler  all,  is  no  testimony  at  all,  as  the 
whole  world  of  peculiar  faith  can  offer  no  testimony  of  truth  worthy  of  a  truthful  mind. 
Why  is  the  world  cheated,  defrauded  in  this  wise,  by  any  peculiar  faith,  all  of  which  is 
a  false  pretence  ? 

C>hrist's  is  not  a  safe  position,  as  it  is  not  one  of  principle,  for  it,  as  all  others,  jtm^ 
sents  sectarianism. 

Gratuitous  sects  are  hardly,  gratefully  received. 

A  large  part  of  the  people  is  not  allowed  to  read  or  circulate  the  word  of  Moses  and 
Christ,  so-called,  much  less  enter  into  appropriate  discussions  of  the  balance.  Is  the 
world  governed  by  merits  or  policy  ? 

The  fictions  of  peculiar  faith  go  for  the  last  eternally,  and  are  a  dangerous  game. 

What  has  religion  to  do  with  the  gospel  fiction  of  St.  Matthew,  or  St.  Clement^ 
drama,  called  once,  Euodius  ?  What  was  Isaiah,  vii.  14,  to  Ahaz  in  the  sign  :  "  Behold, 
a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and  bear  a  son,  and  shall  call  his  name  Immanuel"?  if  that 
sign  was  not  to  be  given  him  (Ahaz)  for  several  centuries  afler  ?  How  absurd  to  apply 
that  to  ajieing  called  Christ  1  This  is  a  low  way  of  meeting  proof.  Whoever  advances 
these,  is  guilty  of  the  deepest  felony  by  his  crimes. 

Chrisrt^s  humanity  assuming  a  godhead,  has  left  a  reproachful  stigma  upon  his  dra- 
matists. 

He  had  been  clothed,  fiction  as  he  was,  with  the  highest  earthly  renown,  had  he  unas- 
sumingly died  the  hero  of  rational  religion.  Then,  indeed,  his  triumph  had  been  com- 
plete, equal  to  the  crisis.  This  is  all  that  is  wanting  now,  to  cause  the  world  to  progress 
on  its  right  elements  to  the  best  appi-eciation,  Uie  best  happiness  attainable.  The 
world  has  mind  and  mind's  God,  why  not  act  1 

The  character  of  Christ  might  have  been  taken  from  several  prototypes  years  before 
him.  There  are  many  sources  to  originate  such.  Is  it  not  a  drama,  after  all  1  Were 
there  not  many  analogous  incidents  in  that  play  ?    But  the  purity  and  character  of  th« 
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ancient  fathers  of  the  christian  church,  place  them  above  suspicion  and  reproach.  Let 
the  truth  be  told  of  the  scenes  that  occurred  at  the  council  of  Nice,  held  in  325  k.n. 
What  was  the  corruption  at  that  council  ?  Is  any  mind  prepared  to  endorse  iti  Dis- 
graceful  scenes  of  persecution  followed  after  the  Arian  controversy,  for  much  of  the 
balance  of  the  century  and  long  after.  Church  writers  say  that  councils  opposed  false- 
hood to  falsehood,  fraud  to  fraud.  Deposition  and  excommunication  were  decreed  on 
both  sides. 

The  imperial  authority  obsequiously  acquiesced  in  this  struggle  of  power,  as  etch 
was  triumphant ! 

Furious  rabbles  on  both  aides  resorted  to  riots  and  massacres.  What  a  state  of 
things  under  the  pretended  mantle  of  holiness.    What  a  desecration  ! 

Christ  violated  several  of  the  highest  duties  of  religion  to  God  and  man,  in  blas- 
phemy and  sectarianism.     He  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  God  and  his  principles. 

Christ  and  the  Devil  were  in  company  with  each  other,  a  very  suspicious  circnm- 
stance,  as  the  paternity  of  both  is  due  to  the  same  priestocracies. '  Had  Christ  been  & 
God,  he  would  have  performed  real  miracles  as  benefiting  mankind  in  all  the  leal 
blessings  of  mind,  in  science,  philosophy,  and  rational  religion. 

He  is  claimed  as  competent  to  expel  devils,  the  tempters,  but  we  prove  that  there  are 
no  such  beings,  but  in  imagination  of  the  dramatists.  Consequently,  both  Christ  and 
the  Devil,  are  nonentities.  It  is  perfect  blasphemy  to  invest  any  individual  with  tbe 
rights  and  functions  of  the  Creator.  But  love  your  enemies,  i  es,  but  this  docirioe 
could  not  be  upheld  by  principles  at  tbe  start,  as  Christ  founded  his  position  on  the 
elements  of  sectarianism,  not  universal  brotherhood,  and  tbe  very  reverse  of  such  loie. 
He  merely  superseded  the  Jewish  peculiar  foith,  by  his  peculiar  faith.  Now,  as  s 
proof  of  his  doctrines  being  at  variance  with  principles,  the  Roman  church  have 
destroyed  sixty -five  millions  of  people,  as  affirmed  by  Buck. 

Can  there  be  love  between  friends,  much  less  enemies.  Between  those  of  tbe  sasie 
church  doctrines  under  the  banner  of  the  cross,  literally  of  blood  ? 

Let  us  define  what  is  the  position  of  all  peculiar  faith. 

It  is  comprehended  as  well  by  the  Romans,  as  Protestants. 

When  we  advance  effectual  batteries  on  either,  the  most  ample  protestations  are  tbeD 
made,  that  the  position  attacked  is  not  Christianity.  In  that  way,  Christianity  can  he 
totally  disclaimed.  Christianity  commenced  in  the  very  elements  of  sectarianism,  aod 
could  not  exist  one  moment  without  it.  In  her  battlings,  she  has  been  parricidal  to  her 
own  progenital  relations.  Again,  she  was  in  direct  antagonism  with  principles  of 
rational  religion.  God  is  unity,  and  stands  on  that  immutable  basis.  But  she  afiect* 
to  suppose  that  God  has  three  natures.  But  supposition  will  not  do,  as  that  has  been 
the  world^s  incendiary.  We  must  go  on  facts.  No  one  has  a  right  to  any  such  sup- 
position, in  contravention  of  mathematics,  an  exact  science,  that  teaches  three  are  thrc^. 
and  one  is  one,  the  peculiar  logic  and  metaphysics  of  priestocracies  to  the  contrary,  ^o 
advocate  of  peculiar  faith  can  make  three  natures  in  Godhead !  That  unmakes  Go^^ 
by  its  divisions.  There  can  be  no  inconsistent  nature,  as  God  is  unity,  and  none  else 
on  all  the  highest  principles  of  his  own.  Yes,  but  says  the  advocate,  you  haretwo 
natures,  soul  and  body,  yet  one  being.  That  proves  nothing  conclusive  against,  bui 
all  for  the  unity  of  God.  God  can  operate  best  with  all  his  attributes  united  iu  him. 
How  absurd  to  have  divided  into  three  separate  divisions,  none  of  wliich  can  be  elB- 
cient.  All  this  is  man^s  foolishness.  Be  done  with  such  idle  delusions  of  priesto- 
cracies. But  this  doctrine  is  so,  says  the  presumptive  vassal,  and  Christ  is  an  incar- 
nation. Which  of  the  incarnations,  as  there  were  nine  before  him,  on  the  authority  of 
the  sacred  words  of  the  Bhuddists,  who  have  an  equal  claim  in  peculiar  faith.  So  all 
of  this  faith  is  in  bad  company.  Christ  was  a  blasphemous  sectarian,  in  antagonism 
with  the  God  of  nature.  The  moment  that  peculiar  faith  of  the  christian  or  any  other 
is  advanced,  that  very  moment  principles  are  left  behind. 

You  must  look  at  the  nature  of  mind,  that  requires  principles,  not  messiahships  at 
all.  But  in  matters  of  faith  other  matters  cannot  come  in.  That  doctrin^is  Jesuit- 
ical, as  truth  is  expedient,  and  cannot  be  excluded — therefore,  unless  we  investigate 
comprehensively,  we  do  no  justice  to  the  justice  of  the  whole  subject.  When  we  under- 
take to  investigate  God's  word,  w*e  must  comprehend  the  whole  universe  proof  on  the 
best  analysis.  But  the  idea  is,  we  must  just  look  at  God^s  book,  as  it  is  called,  a  mere 
bible  of  tradition.  We  go  to  that,  and  ask  for  the  oroof— the  main  proof  is  not  there. 
God  has  not  said  it  is  his  book,  but  man  said  it.  Man  wrote  it.  It  is  claimed  to  be 
inspiration,  and  must  have  all  truth  as  God's,  else  it  is  entirely  false ;  for  God  is  ever 
consistent  with  himself,  an  inmiutable  being.  The  consequence  is,  that  we  find  that  we 
cannot  stop  short  of  the  whole  universe,  to  get  at  the  appreciation  of  God's  word.  Tbe 
Ttrj  poBitum  that  Christ  was  made  to  take  by  his  drunatists  was  necessarily  that  of  » 
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mortal  sectarianism.  What  inhuman  persecutions  of  the  Jews  have  been  thereby  per- 
petrated ?  What  principles  can  you  hear  from  vassal  minds  %  Are  they  not  the  affilia-; 
ted  trainbands  of  unprincipled  demagogues,  base  masters,  men  of  one  idea  and  no  prin- 
ciple 1  The  very  foundation  of  Christianity  presents  no  principles,  a  robbery  of  God, 
and  a  plagiarism  on  the  Jewish  bible,  in  complete  rebellious  antagonism? 

Corrupt  man  will  do  anything  for  money  or  power.  He  wOl  invoke  all  the  lies  that 
ean  be  perpetrated  on  earth ;  all  the  perjury  to  sustain,  all  the  murder  and  felony  to  up- 
hold it.  1  he  knowing  ones  that  continue  it  are  just  as  bad  as  the  original  perpetrators* 
From  this  position  are  to  be  excepted  all  that  have  had  no  means  to  know  better. 

Christ  was  born  as  all  other  mortals — all  else  are  falsehoods,  most  clearly. 

What  good  will  has  the  Christian  to  the  Mahometan ;  nay,  let  us  come  nearer  home, 
and  to  our  times ;  what  has  he  to  the  Mormons,  whom  he  hath  persecuted  witli  the 
sword  ? 

But  the  last  are  fanatics !  And  what  is  the  Christian  ?  All  in  the  quagmire  of 
superstition.  Christ  was  a  man  of  straw,  opposing,  as  a  sectarian,  the  other  sects  of 
the  Jews.  The  best  view  that  can  be  obtained  of  him  is  that  he  was  a  blasphemous 
sectarian.  He  has  left  behind  him  abundant  examples,  for  perverted  genius  to  originate 
other  sectarianisms.  The  Mormons  have  done  so,  as  well  as  the  Mahomedans  and 
others.  But  both  are  said  to  practice  polygamy.  Then  they  have  less  principles  of 
religion,  as  the  patriarchs.     As  polygamists,  they  are  felons. 

All  the  elements  of  Christianity  prove  explosion.  The  only  divine  grace  is  of  God, 
which  the  inalienable  rights  of  creation  give  to  mind,  independent  of  all  such  pretenders, 
who  are  equally  indebted.  The  Christians  and  Mormons,  Jews  and  Mahometans, 
have  too  much  enmity  ever  to  be  reconciled  on  this  earth.  Among  them,  envy  stalks 
as  a  puissant  evil  genius,  arousing  the  worst  human  passions.  Why  so  1  They  all  are 
after  power. 

Their  sectarianism  has  begotten  anathemas,  curses,  excommunications,  confiscations, 
inquisitions,  proscriptions,  murders,  massacres,  wars,  despotisms,  dispensations. 

Christ  makes  the  world  sectarian,  with  a  wicked  derangement,  not  yet  allayed,  con- 
sequently he  is  self-condemned,  as  the  most  grovelling  of  mortals. 

But  his  worst  position  is  that  he  is  in  blasphemous  antagonism  with  the  God  of 
nature  ;  unless  this  is  palliated,  that  he  is  so  with  the  peculiar  god  of  the  Jews. 

All  sectarians  bend  the  laws  of  the  God  of  nature  to  their  notions  and  self-interests, 
being  the  greatest  evil. 

F'ishermen  are  assumed  to  have  been  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament,  when  it  is 
clear  that  the  astutest  of  their  stupid  priestocracy  wrote  them.  They  have  lied,  and 
carried  by  their  falsehoods  the  mass  blindly,  or  the  last  have  been  hypocritical.  How 
ea£y  was  it  to  build  on  the  Oriental  incarnations !  They  have  made  a  drama,  for  the 
worst  of  purposes.  Tear  the  mantle  of  deception  from  its  brow,  and  give  its  exposure 
before  the  world. 

As  this  drama  was  written  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus,  how  easy 
was  it  to  prophecy  it? 

Christ  is  in  an  inglorious  minority,  that  will  grow  beautifully  less.  God  will  have  to 
eecfire  the  majority,  the  whole,  and  he  does  what  he  has  been  always  doing,  having  the 
PMverse  in  his  holy  protection. 

Were  there  ever  blinder  dolts  than  these  bigots  ? 

They  are  deranged  with  the  fascinations  and  delusions  of  the  world,  forgetting  mind 
and  its  God. 

What  relation  do  the  Mahometan,  Mormon,  Christian  and  Jew  bear  to  each  other  ? 
They  all  are  the  creatures  of  one  creator.  They  stand  to  each  other  by  the  obligations 
of  universal  brotherhood,  and  yet  they  all  are  deadly  hostile,  and  prove  it  when  they 
have  all  necessary  power.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  be  united,  under  their 
sectarian  banners,  only  on  the  standard  of  Deity  alone. 

What  science  we  get  from  priestocracies. 

Their  devil,  who  figures  so  much  in  the  land  where  the  captive  Jews  abided  in  the 
Kast,  was  the  third  power  evidently  in  the  world^s  government.  He  is  equivalent  to 
the  BrahnSin^s  destroyer.  He  caused  roan's  soul  to  be  lost,  as  their  bible-fable  pretends, 
and  cost  the  godhead,  in  part,  his  life.  He  caused  Christ  to  be  destroyed,  was  this 
'he  reason  that  there  were  so  many  foolish  subsequent  messiahs?  Did  not  messiahship 
leave  the  world  in  a  much  worse  condition  than  it  found  it  by  the  loss  of  its  many 
millions,  slaughtered  for  its  follies  and  crimes  ? 

Let  all  the  messiah-pretenders  think  that  the  grace  that  operated  constantly  in  this 
one  world,  necessarily  proves  that  its  bounty  is  adequate  for  the  whole  universe,  and 
conversely  that  the  grace  that  operates  for  the  universe  necessarily  proves  amply  abuD- 
dant  for  this  world. 
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Yes,  that  grace  that  aostaina  the  universe  sustains  all  its  parts,  this  world  iododed, 
and  decides  ^e  question  fully  to  the  eternal  silence  of  the  priestocracy. 

We  see  now  that  psychology  explains  something  of  the  acts  and  admission  of  minds 
affected. 

We  have  seen,  as  the  experimentalists,  that  even  seven  devils  have  been  admitted  to 
have  been  taken  psychologically  from  one  person,  who  had  p-eviously  preached,  and 
who  had  been  inebriated  by  partaking  of  water  for  wine  i  Depend  no  longer  on  ibe 
vain  pretensions  of  such  messiahship ;  the  only  way  for  you  to  escape  condemnation,  ta 
God-intention. 

John's  epistle  is  a  lie  for  those  believing  in  Christ.  .  Sectarianism  presents  the  finest 
character  of  Christ. 

What  more  enormous  iniquity  was  ever  instituted  than  by  tlie  system  of  Cltrist,  as  to 
forgiveness  of  sins  ? 

The  evil-doers  might  transgress  to  an  excess  and  luxuriance,  and  by  all  the  pious 
pretences  of  repentance,  they  could  be  saved  at  once  by  a  conversion. 

What  does  it  avail  a  ruined  world,  that  death-bed  repentance  should  be  claimed  br 
its  oppressors  1 

The  only  pure  morals  and  religion,  inculcate  a  life  of  best  actions  and  proper  respon- 
sibility.    What  has  the  world  to  do  with  a  drama  that  advances  Christ  as  a  monk-hero  I 

What  can  be  worse  than  the  shifting  explanations  of  all  the  bibles  of  tradition  ?  At 
one  time  Christ  is  a  god,  then  he  is  a  man  !  He  is  the  worst  anti-god,  and  this  is  the 
position  of  his  followers — all ! 

As  much  as  the  world  needed  Christ's  direct  and  personal  agency,  as  the  priestocracy 
pretended,  he  had  to  give  it  up  unredeemed  !  Barabbas  and  Christ — Christ  was  the 
worst  of  the  two,  as  he  blasphemously  usurped  God's  rights,  and  of  course  then  a& 
now,  and  all  the  time  past  as  present,  the  whole  world  of  mind  had  to  improve  the  God- 
given  faculties.  Who  can  be  nearer  to  mind  and  the  universe  than  the  Creator  omni- 
potent, who  is  also  onuiipresent  ?  Who  is  more  their  savior  than  the  Almighty  ?  Who 
more  love-giving  than  the  Author  of  Grace,  necessarily  resulting  from  creation  ?  But 
the  advocates  claim  Christ  to  be  equal  to  God  ;  that  is  absurd  blasphemy — a  mortal  to 
the  God  of  the  universe !  Well  may  we  ask  who  are  the  robbers,  but  the  peculiar  faith 
doctrinists  ?     If  the  bible's  assertions  are  untrue,  they  are  advocated  by  falsifiers. 

The  world  of  peculiar  faith  is  made  a  robber  by  messiahs.  Never  was  there  greater 
need  of  advocacy  of  truth — from  libels  on  mind  and  God  in  every  pulpit-sermon.  We 
might  overlook  the  idle  declamation,  but  for  the  widespread  ruin  to  the  world. 

vVliy  was  Christ's  prayer  used  ?  It  refers  to  God  as  the  source  of  all  grace,  and 
absurdly  libels  him  as  a  tempter. 

If  addressed  to  sects,  it  is  wisely  spoken. 

Let  us  give  no  superior  title  for  an  inferior  one.  We  must  never  take  anything  fur 
granted  that  is  not  rational  and  probable.  The  advocate  of  Christ  affects  to  seek 
nothing  grovelling,  yet  he  has  taken  the  most  exact  pains  to  reach  it,  by  not  considering 
that  God  alone  exalteth  as  God !     Anything  more  is  not  practicable. 

Christianity  was  born  of  Judaish  sectarianism  from  superstition,  and  goes  against 
justice,  honor  and  virtue,  espousing,  as  she  does,  blasphemous  antagonism  to  God  the 
Creator,  not  god  the  peculiar. 

All  these  links  of  peculiar  pagan  faith  went  down  to  the  remotest  antiquity,  to  the 
first  sect  or  peculiar  doctrine.  Rational  religion  is  the  only  original,  the  only  one  to 
exist  for  all  time  and  all  eternity. 

On  due  analysis,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  more  destitute  mind  was  of  science,  the 
more  superstitious  it  was,  the  more  polytheism  abounded — all  departments  of  nature  in 
her  remotest  divisions,  had  peculiar  gods  or  presiding  divinities. 

Polytheism  did  preside  in  all  things.  Judaism  was  an  improvement,  and  no  more,  od 
its  predecessor,  as  mind  improved. 

It  took  the  idea  of  two  peculiar  gods,  but  mixed  one  or  both  with  priestocracy,  along 
with  much  of  their  vices. 

Everything  savored  of  the  priest ;  he  was  the  first  to  greet  the  new  born,  presiding 
over  birth,  marriage,  and  burial.  His  was  a  mighty  dynasty,  and  the  fear  of  supeiBti- 
tion,  added  to  his  familiarity  with  his  peculiar  god  or  gods,  made  the  little  priest-ridden 
world  tremble. 

The  introduction  of  Christ  was  an  effort  through  the  priestocracy,  who  were  potest 
in  this  matter,  at  greater  improvements ;  for  the  mind  of  the  world  has  been  progressive 
by  the  innate  bounty,  grace  and  science  of  its  Creator,  and  carried  all  along  with  it. 
1  his  has  caused  the  priestocracy  to  resort  to  the  most  wily  duplicity  and  sophistry,  to 
uphold  their  ungodlv  schemes.  But  they  have  always  been  wretchedly  short-sighted, 
in  their  cunning  and  artifices. 
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They  have  exhausted  all  the  expedients  of  intrigue  and  wretched  imposition,  and  yet 
seek  to  prop  their  tottering  and  base-gotten  usurpation. 

But  what  virtue  could  possibly  be  in  any  such  imbecility,  that  betrays  at  birth,  during 
life  and  at  death,  all  tiie  signs  of  a  degraded  mortal,  because  he  was,  or  his  foster- 
fathers,  blasphemous  impostors. 

The  very  moment  he  or  his  dramatists  affected  one  function  more  than  mortal,  that 
very  moment  he  was  blasphemously  antagonistical  to  God,  who  is  the  only  creator  from 
the  nature  of  the  creation  provable,  and  all  else  are  creatures.  All  on  earth  are 
mortals ;  and  the  very  moment  they  assume  any  other  function,  they  are  not  gods, 
however  called,  but  impostors,  a  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous ;  so  Christ, 
who  was  necessarily  sectarian  to  all  the  world  in  general,  and  the  Jews  in  particular, 
in  direct  antagonism  to  God,  his  conservative  principles  and  attributes,  having  the 
essential  elements  of  destruction  in  his  own  doctrines,  sent  forth  sectarians  to  cut  out 
from  the  world  particularly  all  that  was  God's,  to  act  the  veriest  robbers,  the  most 
imbecile  pretenders  upheld  by  the  sword  that  established  them.  ' 

All  this  sectarianism  has  been  too  long  the  right  arm  of  arch  autocratic  despotism, 
in  deception  and  fraud  on  the  world. 

But  the  followers  of  Christ  disobeyed  precepts  in  the  crusades  1  They  did  as  well 
as  Christ ;  they  followed  his  example  as  a  sectarian,  and  could  not  secure  universal 
brotherhood  that  was  not  in  his  doctrines. 

He  quarrelled  with  and  reproached  the  Jews,  from  whom  he  was  sectarian,  deeply 
antagonistic  to  God,  whose  principles  do  not  clash.  Christ  fell,  because  it  was  idle  to 
contend  against  the]  world  with  his  few.  His  followers  fought,  because  the  world 
upheld  its  course  by  the  sword.  What  is  the  difference  1  Christ  used  whips  in  the 
temple.  That  was  personal  violence,  compulsion,  intoleration  as  far  as  he  dared.  His 
sectarianism  had  not  the  proper  o.lemepts  of  peace  with  God  or  man.  His  death  was 
from  blasphemy  to  the  first,  involving  the  severest  dissension  and  opposition  to  the 
Jews. 

He  sought  to  supersede  sectarianism,  by  sectarianism.  Ail  such  will  perish,  must 
go  down,  ignobly  fall  to  rise  no  more  before  the  great  lights  of  mind,  rational,  culti- 
vated by  rational,  not  peculiar  education. 

Those  seeking  peace  conventions  nlust  go  home,  and  first  change  there  all  secta- 
rianism. They  must  first  unite  the  Jew  and  Mahometan,  Christian  and  Mormon,  on 
the  only  proper  basis  of  rational  mind,  and  then  move  forward  with  the  most  brilliant 
prospect  of  universal  brotherhood  ;  as  long  as  sectarianism  exists,  it  being  an  unholy 
power,  unprincipled  and  degradingly  selfish,  give  it  power,  and  it  will  unconscien- 
tiously  abuse  it  most  assuredly.  All  this  is  a  most  dangerous,  vile,  and  demoralizing 
evil.  But,  says  the  sectarian  in  his  despair,  what  is  the  position  that  puts  down  secta- 
rianism?  It  cannot  be  sectarianism;  not  at  all.  It  is  the  God-post  of  religion,  and 
that  between  mind  alone  and  God.  The  suggestion  under  the  noblest  toleration  and 
spirit  of  freedom,  is  made.  Religion  is  the  duty  to  God.  It  is  not  with  speculation, 
and  the  balance  is  left  where  found.  With  God  there  is  no  clash  of  principle,  and  his 
unity  absorbs  allegiance  exclusively .  Let  bigots  learn  wisdom  by  his  philosophy,  and 
truth  by  his  works.  His  functions  are  alone  comprehended  in  unity,  so  much  so,  that 
the  very  moment  any  messiahship  is  offered,  the  pretence  cuts  out  proportionately  his 
better  power,  divests  in  ratio  just  that  amount  of  God^s  perfect  attributes.  Think  of  it,  a 
mortal,  as  all  on  earth  necessarily  are,  clothed  with  electricity  as  part  of  his  duty !  The 
blockhead  impostor  could  not  be  invested,  were  God  divested,  for  if  God  had  lost  his 
functions,  no  less  being  could  assume  them.  Priestocracy,  be  done  with  your  perfect 
nonsense,  your  crazincss.  The  tinkers  knew  nothing  of  the  universe  ;  did  not  know 
what  they  pretended  to !  The  miserable  botches !  But  to  the  objectors,  that  Christ's 
followers  did  not  obey  precepts :  how  could  they,  when  he  gave  them  neither  precept 
nor  example  of  religion  ?  What  could  have  been  a  worse  and  bloodier  proof  of  Christ's 
own  seed  planting,  than  the  butchery  and  reckless  persecution  of  the  Jews  by  the  chris- 
tians ?  Did  he  not  invade  the  sanctity  of  the  Mosaic  law,  by  his  own  direct  secta- 
rianism ?  Did  not  the  christians  necessarily  have  to  involve  themselves  with  all  sec- 
tarians of  any  country  in  which  they  sojourned  ? 

Did  they  not  involve  themselves  in  bloody  antagonism  with  the  prevailing  sects  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  and  finally  usurped  their  power  ?  This  is  the  history  of  all  sec- 
tarianism-. The  world  has  not  analyzed  its  position.  Masses  do  not  think  readily  but 
roughly ;  they  follow  file  leaders :  the  thinking  mass  has  been  the  interested,  the 
deceiving  mass.  Give  us  no  trammels,  no  regimes  of  the  schools  of  the  world. 
Rational  religion  has  modestly  bided  her  time,  and  raised  no  world  commotion ;  lovely 
in  her  attributes,  she  upholds  her  sublime  dignity.  At  no  time  did  the  whole  world 
need  Christ's  mission,  much  more  than  at  the  very  time  claimed  of  his  being  on  earthy 
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so  far  08  corrnption  and  ignorance  prevailed.  None  could  have  filled  his  own  nision 
better,  as  he  ought  to  have  effected  what  his  disciples  could  not  do.  But  his  drainaU6t& 
forgot  in  their  stupidity  to  send  him  forth  to  all  mankind,  and  perfect  his  world's  mis- 
sion by  a  world's  conversions.     They  were  estopped  by  the  world's  facts. 

The  faith  of  Judaism  was  peculiar,  that  of  Christianity  is  peculiar  ;  neither  mendea 
the  matter ;  both  must  be  cut  up  as  dry  weeds  ttiat  interfere  with  mind. 

All  peculiar  faiths  present  sectarianism  throughout.  Judaism  could  not  answer, 
being  a  failure ;  so  is  Christianity.  All  peculiar  faith,  no  matter  how  arrogant  by  rea- 
son of  its  constituent  elements,  is  void.  How  can  the  doctrines  of  any  peculiar  faith, 
christian  or  not,  stand,  when  their  truth  is  unfounded  ? 

Did  not  the  christians  employ  known  falsehoods  in  support  of  their  cause  1  Did  they 
not  forge  books  in  support  of  their  doctrine  1  What  is  the  account  of  miracles,  but 
forgery  ?  It  is  nothing,  less,  or  else.  Among  these  forgeries,  according  to  the  ancient 
history  of  universalism,  were  the  sibylline  oracles. 

"  It  appears  to  have  been  seized  with  avidity  by  the  orthodox  christians  in  genenl; 
and  all  their  principal  writers  quoted  it  as  genuine,  and  urged  its  testimonies  as  indubi- 
table evidence.  It  is  mortifying  to  relate,  that  not  one  of  them  had  the  honesty  to  dis- 
card the  fraud,  even  when  it  was  detected  by  their  heathen  opponents."  This  is  the 
way  a  lying  and  deceitful  world  is  made.  Where  is  the  right  kind  of  people  to  suffer 
the  world  so  maltreated. 

As  to  the  love  of  the  brethren  and  neighbors  of  christians,  that  ought  to  extend  to 
the  love  of  mankind,  a  universal  brotherhood,  of  course. 

But  how  can  it,  when  between  Romanists,  Protestants,  and  the  Greek  churches,  are 
arrayed  bitter  animosities,  much  less  between  Christians,  Jews.  Mahometans,  and  Mor- 
mons. None  of  these  worthies  are  supreme  to  the  others,  as  sectarianism  was  engen- 
dered even  by  Christ,  who  inveighed  against  the  Jew's  as  vipers,  setting  himself  an«i 
sect  against  them.  What  virtue  has  this  peculiar  faith  other,  than  less  alloy  which 
they  obtained  of  mind  of  civilization  ?  Now,  rational  religion  has  no  peculiarity,  is 
she  universally  refers  alone  to  God,  with  whom  she  leaves  all  minds.  With  il»e 
utmost  faithfulness,  she  brings  mind  to  see  its  chief  good.  Is  there  any  application  of 
religion  to  self?'  Negative  it  candidly  at  once.  It  meets  best  all  the  demands  of  mind, 
to  reach  better  what  the  schools  of  the  wo;:ld  admit  satisfactorily.  But  the  christian 
faith  is  claimed  to  be  the  world  guardian  of  science  and  invention  !  Let  the  sun  ot 
the  Roman  Empire,  set  in^such  horrid  darkness,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  world  declare, 
when  this  faith  found  it  flourishing.  If  not  accountable  for  all  this,  as  we  think  not, 
then  let  it  not  assume  to  be  the  world  guardian  of  science,  but  leave  all  to  mind  that  u 
has  most  ungratefully  and  scandalously  perverted.  Not  only  has  Satan,  a  fourth  pouer 
in  polytheism,  been  acknowledged,  but  he  is  invested  as  the  power  and  prince  uf  the 
air,  as  said  by  Christ.  What  part  of  the  gospel  is  true  ?  It  is  exploded.  No  part  of 
the  New  Testament  was  written  until  long  after  the  crucifixion,  is  even  admitted  by 
churchmen.  All  such  gospels  are  the  most  untrue  of  all  things ;  they  are  any  thing 
but  true.  The  imposition  of  hands  may  have  been  accomplished  through  the  means  of 
psychology,  but  such  explanation  is  not  essential  for  an  exploded  imposition. 

What  determines  the  fact  of  regeneration  1  That  of  love  to  all  mankind !  How  can 
that  be,  when  it  embraces  sects  that  are  completely  at  variance  with  the  individual. 
Christianity,  as  Christ  committed  himself,  alienated  itself  from  the  Jews.  Is  regen- 
eration peculiar  to  Christianity  ?  No  ;  not  even  original,  as  the  Brahmins  teach 
regeneration. 

Why  did  Christ  affect  ^ove  at  all,  when  he  hated  the  Jews  ?  Peter  could  not  have 
become  an  apostate  to  God,  when  impressions  would  be  paramount. 

But  then  Christ  told  him  of  his  apostacy  ;  but  this  was  after  the  manner  of  men,  not 
of  God. 

Analysis  proves  Christ  a  blasphemous  culprit,  or  his  dramatists  are.  Divest  this 
subject  of  its  domestic  and  educational  familiarity,  as  household  matters,  heirlooms  from 
parents  to  children,  impressions  from  superstitious  fear,  and  all  rational  minds  will  be 
struck  at  the  imposition.  A  correct  system  of  faith,  cannot  set  father  against  son ; 
God  never  instituted  such  sectarianism  or  heresy,  to  nature's  laws.  Christians  are  ot 
the  various  forms  of  superstition,  struggling  for  existence  and  emolument. 

When  the  chief  of  the  apostles  was  a  perjurer,  an  equal  was  a  traitor,  and  the  balance 
deserters !  Could  they  have  been  unbelievers  ?  The  whole  field  of  Palestine  was 
before  Christ,  and  that  of  the  balance  of  the  world  was  unfilled  in  his  lifetime.  Was  he 
not  a  deserter,  in  filling  this  mission  of  a  God  ?  W^ho  so  potent  to  fill  it,  as  he  whose 
mission  was  thns  expressly  claimed  ?  Yet  after  eighteen  centuries,  more  than  a  majority 
is  leaving  the  world  constantly,  to  whom  this  mission  neither  comes  nor  benefits,  much 
lees  convicts  and  converts.    It  is  entirely  incompetent. 
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In  regard  to  science,  claimed  exclusively  by  Christianity,  inhere  are  the  noblest  ora- 
tions of  Greece  and  Rome,  among  the  best  of  the  world  yet  ?  Where  are  their  poets 
and  historians  ?  Are  philosophy  and  science  claimed  by  Christianity,  that  warred  upon 
them,  and  is  yet  most  bigotedly  hostile  in  the  arena  of  peculiar  faith  ?  Is  all  claimed 
yet  anything  but  the  triumphant  action  of  mind  ?  Will  any  anylist  risk  his  reputation 
to  deny  this  ?  fiut  Christianity  is  the  nearest  approach  to  civilization.  Civilization  has 
finally  to  master  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  establisli  a  better  faith,  that  spreads  its  fostering 
around  the  world.  All  these  show  the  triumphs  of  mind,  that  responds  to  God.  Do 
you  prove  its  noblest  institution  1  Do  you,  sectarian,  tell  of  universal  brotherhood, 
when  you  must  doff  your  sectarianism,  and  to  do  so  effectually,  you  must  resort  to  pure 
unity  of  God.  This  is  the  highest  evidence  of  science  and  philosophy  to  eschew 
paganism. 

In  ancient  times,  men  worshipped  idols,  beasts,  vegetables,  in  all  the  diversity  and 
excess  of  polytheism.  That  showed  the  ignorance,  perversion,  corruption  and  degra- 
dation of  mind,  that  has  laid  aside  one  error  after  another,  till  it  has  reached  the  least, 
the  trinity,  and  its  attendants.  By  this,  all  disinterested  and  unaffiliated  must  see  that 
it  is  mind,  not  christian  or  any  peculiar  faith,  except  as  to  its  best  action,  th&t  is  ever 
through  mind,  that  the  world  can  be  set  right. 

To  make  trinity  unity,  and  unity  trinity,  the  very  essence  of  science  is  subverted,  and 
troth  is  debased,  prostituted,  and  sacrificed,  before  reason,  for  the  sake  of  sophistry. 
Can  you  look  an  honest  man  in  the  face,  when  you  claim  science  for  Christianity  ? 

Christianity  has  degraded  science,  and  outraged  religion.  But  woman  is  indebted 
to  Christianity ;  rather,  to  the  blessings  of  civilization.  Rational  mind  will  effect  the 
whole  triumph  of  civilization,  constitutional  government,  and  rational  religion,  exalting 
the  world. 

It  took  centuries  to  establish  this  christian  faith,  among  the  Roman  provinces ;  and  now 
great  divisions  of  the  Protestant  churches  affect  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  the 
christian  faith  !  In  capturing  the  emperor,  it  captured  the  empire,  that  was  universal, 
as  the  best  civilization  of  the  day.    Ingenuity  and  plausible  sophistry,  help  to  uphold  it. 

It  might  be  asked,  Which  is  less  sinful,  peculiar  faith  with  all  the  arts  of  life,  or  that 
in  a  state  of  crude  nature  ?  The  most  refined  is  superstition,  dressed  up  as  visionary 
through  dreams,  visions,  omens  and  oracles,  analogous  to  auguries.  What  sort  of  sec- 
tarianisgi  was  that  of  Christ ;  how  destitute  of  principle  to  turn  the  father  against  the 
son  !  Principles  unite  all  in  one  brotherhood.  Christ  should  have  bad  his  resurrection 
at  the  very  moment  that  his  so-called  enemies  had  sought  to  slay  him. 

God  made  the  world  right ;  but  the  Christ  tinkers  are  too  stupid  to  be  enlightened. 
Joe  Smith,  Mahomet,  and  Jesus  Christ,  are  a  worthy  trinity,  and  illustrate  their  own 
life  dramas  by  their  deaths.  The  worst  motives  caused  their  being  gotten  up.  Like 
the  thefts  of  the  Spartans,  they  sought  to  deceive  and  not  to  be  detected. 

Indebted  to  the  imperial  arms  of  Rome,  introduced  as  one  of  her  additions  of  faith 
and  worship,  she  has  been  presented  the  world  as  of  doubtful  character. 

The  ancients,  in  seeking  diamonds,  had  not  crystals. 

The  language  of  inferiors,  as  subject  to  their  king,  is  no  less  slavish,  than  all  such 
doctrines  for  mind. 

As  there  can  be  no  devils,  Christ  never  performed  the  miracles,  and  there  is  an  end 
to  messiahs. 

Shall  dead  nonentities  triumph  over  living  rights  ? 

How  much  is  assumed  for  Christianity,  tltot  trades  on  the  rich  treasures  and  capital 
of  mind  !  All  science  is  impudently  claimed  by  her !  One  of  the  great  changes  in  the 
world,  for  the  better,  was,  the  triumph  of  mind  over  the  barbarity  of  priestocracies. 
Had  not  the  abohtion  of  human  sacrifices  been  fully  established  nearly  one  hundred 
Tears  prior  to  the  christian  era  so  called,  that  might  have  been  claimed  as  her  triumph. 
\Ve  see  here  one  of  the  most  degraded  acts  of  priestocracv  expunged  by  a  decree  of 
the  Roman  Senate,  and  that  by  the  light  of  mind.  The  christian  cannot  be  a  divine 
faith,  as  such  peculiarity  can  be  neither  universal  nor  perpetual,  the  prerogatives  of 
Deity.  No  monk,  no  priestocrat,  can  ever  analyze  this  subject  of  the  worldly,  nor  give 
it  its  proper  solution.  Christianity,  no  more  than  any  other  peculiar  faith,  can  stand 
the  proper  scrutiny  of  mind. 

Had  science  been  at  all  indebted  to  Christianity,  it  had  kept  science  and  the  world  at 
an  advancing  progress ;  but  all  fell  into  a  worse  state,  till  mind  rescued  them. 

Christianity  found  what  all  other  peculiar  faiths  did,  the  lights  and  improvement  of 
mind  in  the  world.    Upon  what  prophecies  is  it  founded  especially  ? 

If  there  were  any,  the  Jews  would  have  adopted  them. 

The  hostility  of  the  Jews  against  Christianity,  proves  it  decidedly  sectarianism,  not 
religion,  in  which  they,  as  the  world,  had  an  interest  too  serioaB  to  be  rejected. 
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But  to  the  peculiar  prophecies.  "  The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judab,  nor  a 
lawgiver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shilo  come."  How  often  had  the  sceptre  de- 
parted previously  from  the  Jews,  in  their  various  captivities  ? 

What  could  have  been  a  more  effectual  abolition  of  their  power,  and  what  was  left 
when  Christ  is  said  to  have  been  born  1  The  manner  of  their  prophecies  are  expressed 
enigmatically  in  time,  or  mysteriously,  like  the  Delphic  oracles.  If  they  were  prophecy, 
truth  and  fact,  all  inspiration,  and  coming  from  God  directly,  why  did  he  not  come  out 
with  all  such,  especially  the  fundamental  gospels.  What  can  you  make  out  of  such 
pretences  ?  Anything  and  everything.  What  were  they  worth  1  Nothing  to  the  people, 
but  all  to  the  priestocracy.  They  were  Delphic  oracle-capital.  There  should  be  no  false 
positions,  on  this  pretended  security.  Have  the  Romanists  not  only  been  scared  oflf 
from  investigating,  but  reading  the  bible  ?  Are  the  Protestants  now  prevented,  by  the 
sophistry  of  their  priestocracy,  from  rational  discussion,  one  of  the  vital  cssentialg  of 
rational  religion  ?  Are  they  fearful  oi'  proscription,  to  do  justice  to  the  most  important 
subject  ?  Will  they  in  private  declare  a  candid  rejection  of  the  bible,  and  yet  outwardly 
and  most  hypocritically  affect  to  adopt  it  ?  What  kind  of  a  corrupt  world  do  they  make  1 
Of  what  use  or  value  was  the  mission,  when  it  could  not  be  carrisd  out  in  fuH  execution, 
not  even  to  half  the  world,  after  more  than  eighteen  centuries?  It  is  the  most  sense- 
less presumption,  that  Christianity  causes  science  exclusively  to  flourish.  Of  course, 
then,  there  was  no  science  before  Christianity  1 

Where  all  the  ancient  arts  and  sciences  of  China  ?     Of  the  world  ? 

Where  is  the  post-office  of  the  ancients,  and  now  of  the  moderns,  the  newspaper,  the 
steam-engine,  the  electric  telegraph,  representative  constitutional  government,  that 
ought  to  shame  for  mind  all  usurpations  in  its  place.  The  mighty  stride  of  civilization 
is  by  mind,  the  God-gift.  Where  was  Christianity  found,  but  around  the  eastern  Medi- 
terranean ?    Where  now  is  it  ? 

Has  not  the  Mahommedan  ousted  it  for  more  than  five  hundred  years,  from  its  many 
first  strongholds,  as  Qonstantinople,  Syria,  east  of  that  sea  and  all  south  ?  And  has  not 
this  bled  the  world  ?  What  are  her  or  any  other  peculiar  faith  pretensions  before  the 
real  might  of  rational  mind,  that  will  rule  the  world,  and  rule  out  all  peculiar  faiths! 

After  all  the  pretended  divinity  established  by  messiahship,  prayer  ought  to  have  been 
effectual  for  the  absent  and  the  distant,  if  available  at  all.  That  of  any  messiah  that 
pretends  to  be  any  god  at  all,  ought  to  have  converted  the  whole  world.  That  would 
have  shown  a  God.  Even  the  ministers  if  properly  endowed,  should  have  secured  a 
world's  conversion.  Were  the  prayers  of  Christ  so  available  ?  If  not,  why  continue 
this  vilest  humbug? 

How  was  Jesus  Christ  of  the  seed  of  David  ? 

Christ  the  pretended  messiah  was  conceived  in  the  brain  of  man,  not  in  womb  of 
woman. 

What  can  non-resistance  <3o  in  a  wild  and  reckless  conmiunity,  when  law  and  order 
are  defied  ?  It  is  a  radical  defect,  a  vice,  that  invokes  oppression  of  the  unprincipled. 
Justice  to  man,  prevents  non-resistance.  He  must  not  suffer  himself  to  be  crushed  to 
tlie  earth ;  that  is  a  social  suicide  that  must  not  be,  when  principles  take  precedence 
and  will  harmonize  the  whole  universe. 

You  affect  to  consider  Christ  as  a  sacrifice,  which  however  fictitious,  you  do  not  ana- 
lyze ;  you  do  not  consider  how  much  mind,  the  world  of  mind  has  been  tortured,  cruci- 
fied, outraged  and  sacrificed  by  his  false  doctrines.  AH  this  must  be  considered,  in  ii« 
various  particulars. 

We  give  credit  to  the  world  for  wishing  well,  if  all  go  right  with  it^  self-interest,  but 
now  it  has  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  that  in  execution,  in  paying  due  respect  to  all 
the  known  rights  of  mind. 

But  the  rule  of  Confucius  and  the  Chinese,  as  used  by  Christ,  will  make  man  the  best 
of  men.  That  was  onlv  a  small  part  of  God's  code,  universal  principles.  That  recog- 
nises the  first  start  of  faith  as  wrong,  in  the  necessity  pretended  of  a  man-savior.  One 
Brand  comprehension  must  be  complete  and  correct  on  conserrative  principles,  that  rio- 
dicates  a  creator-savipr. 

A  false  system  of  faith  as  all  peculiar  systems,  usurps  religion,  sophisticates  the  mind, 
corrupts  and  prevents  all  the  nobler  sentiments  that  should  be  paid  wholly  to  God  alone. 

When  man  undertakes  to  correct  God,  of  course  we  should  reyolt  at  the  blasphemy, 
whether  verbal  or  in  mere  books  called  bibles.  The  heads  of  all  peculiar  faiths, 
vainly  and  ingloriously  aspire  to  this  degradation,  as  did  Christ 

The  peculiar  people  were  the  very  ones  gifted  with  peculiar  prophecies,  to  know  this 
peculiar  person,  but  as  they  did  not,  however  vital  the  interest,  then  the  imposition  should 
not  be  practiced  on  us.  If  any  mortals  arc  witnesses,  then  the  Jews  conclusively  role 
out  Christ,  whom  truth  excludes. 
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In  Christ  we  can  have  no  honest  faith,  and  shall  a  dishonest  faith  save  us  ?  This 
condemns  the  whole  matter  of  messiahship.  But  Christ  surpasses  all  others — the 
i^orld.  But  analysis  of  truth,  places  mind  and  principles  far  above  his  or  any,  the 
loftiest  pretensions.  His  is  altogether  out  of  sight  among  the  others,  before  their  tri- 
bunal. But  this  is  the  only  way  whereby  we  can  be  saved.  It  is  one  of  the  very 
ways,  whereby  you  and  the  world  are  damned  and  cursed  to  the  practicable  issue. 

But  if  we  doubt,  we  are  damned !  Do  not  all  peculiar  faiths  hold  to  all  such  doc- 
trines through  the  policy  of  their  priestocracy,  that  theirs  is  the  true  and  only  light? 
But  how  can  you  see  by  other's  eyes,  the  faith  ?  Who  is  responsible  in  all  such  folly, 
to  help  you  in  your  misfortune  ?  Your  injury  in  future  cannot  be  alleviated  by  their 
punishment,  hence  you  must  judge  the  case  fit  for  faith,  that  is  truth,  else  proportionate 
injury  accrues,  even  to  deepest  suffering. 

It  is  very  rational  that  Christianity  should  be  the  especial  keeper  of  the  light  of  science, 
when  she  abjures  reason,  the  light  of  science  for  faith,  the  tool  of  absolutists,  kings  and 
priestocrats.  Christ  is  quoted  as  speaking  as  man  never  spake.  The  bible  speaks, 
man  speaks,  the  affiliated  priestocracy  speak,  and  spake  for  their  side  of  the  question, 
and  worse  than  all,  the  affiliated  puff  the  speaking,  a  trick  of  all  tricks. 

The  bible  describes  the  casting  out  devils,  and  that  explains  it  at  once  to  be  an  impo- 
sition, as  none  are  proved  in  scripture. 

In  making  a  devil,  they  have  lowered  their  god  of  their  heaven  to  be  the  keeper  of  a 
house  of  rowdies !  And  in  doing  this,  they,  the  bible  writers,  have  degraded  themselves 
to  the  lowest  of  all  menial  offices,  perjury  perpetrators ! 

Mark,  ch.  v.  9.,  speaks  of  Christ  castmg  out  legion  of  devils. 

First  he  tells  him  that  had  been  possessed  of  the  devil,  to  publish  the  great  things, 
but  in  the  last  /part  of  the  same  chapter,  af\er  arousing  the  damsel,  *'  he  charged  them 
strictly  that  no  man  should  know  it." 

Why  the  inconsistency  ?  He  acts  like  a  Jesuit.  The  bible  characters  are  repre- 
sented as  actors,  but  this  is  a  misrepresentation.  Ch.  vi.  13.,  **  And  they  cast  out  many 
devils,"  &c.  These  are  priest  tales  and  logic.  There  are  so  many  pretended  miracles, 
and  yet  unbelief,  the  thing  the  peculiar  god  was  trying  to  overcome.  The  very  terms 
bespeak  ignorance  itself—**  for  the  heart  was  hardened"  and  faith.  What  convenient 
priest  machinery.  Ch.  vii.  21.,  **For  from  within,  out  of  the  heart  of  man,  proceed 
evil  thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  murders,"  24,  **  and  (he)  entered  into  a  house  and 
would  have  no  man  know  it ;  but  he  could  not  be  hid !"  Does  the  truth  slip  out  at 
last,  though  it  convict  the  character  of  Jesus  ?  29,  **  The  devil  is  gone  out  of  thy  daugh- 
ter." And  this  man  should  have  known  that  there  was  no  devil :  if  anything,  that  it 
was  a  disease  pretended  to  be  described.  All  these  bible  fictions,  mind  has  to  wade 
through.  As  sure  as  there  is  a  God-creator,  this  man-savior  was  below  mind  and  prin- 
ciple. That,  then,  kills  his  messiahship  clearly.  He  a  sectarian  pagan  mortal,  not  as 
good  as  the  reformer  Socrates,  claiming  only  to  be  mortal,  aiming  at  a  nobler  reform, 
could  not'  be  equal  to  the  creator,  a  perfect  savior  of  all.  Whenever  a  miracle  is  pre- 
tended or  spoken  of,  it  is  fiction  as  sure  as  a  priest  is  about,  and  that  is  certain  as  a  bible 
describes  it.  The  world  could  not  outlie  the  priestocracies.  Who  can  use  more 
sophistry  to  sustain  them  ?  What  greater  proof  is  there  of  falsehoods,  than  in  these 
devil  matters. 

Spake  he  as  man  ?     He  did  speak  as  man  blasphemously,  but  only  as  a  man  of  straw. 

With  this  bible  drama,  and  with  miracles,  the  scenes  can  shift  as  the  puppets  are 
made.     No  place  is  too  sacred,  no  theme  too  powerful. 

Ch.  ix.  4.,  **  And  there  appeared — Elias  with  Moses."    Can  spirits  return? 

Who  believes  it  ?  It  is  n^t  worth  while  to  use  ventriloquism,  for  there  was  more 
powerful  machinery,  the  plastic  lies  of  the  priestocrdcy,  v.  29,  **  And  he  (Jesus)  said 
unto  them,  this  kind  can  come  forth  by  nothing,  but  by  prayer  and  fiisting." 

And  there  was  such  a  thing  never.  42,  "  And  whosoever  shall  offend  one  of  these 
little  ones  that  believe  in  me,  it  is  better  for  him  that  a  mill-stone  were  hanged  about 
his  neck,  and  he  were  cast  into  the  sea."  This  was  for  building  up  with  all  deceptive 
and  demagogical  means,  the  priestocracy.  49,  "  For  every  one  shall  be  salted  with 
fire,  and  every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt."  The  time  shall  come,  when  all  this 
idle  fulmination  shall  be  buried  with  the  inquisition. 

Ch.  X.  31,  "  Sell  whatsoever  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor." 

Away  with  such  nonsense  and  fanaticism,  worse  than  socialism  the  roost  radical. 
27,  **  And  Jesus  saith :  for  with  God  all  things  are  possible."  That  is  utterly  ridicu- 
lous and  libelous,  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  however  it  may  be  with  the  bibles'  pecu- 
liar gods.  Ch.  xi.  12,  **He  was  hungry,"  13,  **And  seeing  a  fig-tree  afar  off,  having 
leaves,  he  came,  if  haply  he  might  find  any  thereon ;  and  when  he  came  to  it,  he  found 
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nothing  but  leaves :  for  the  time  of  figs  was  not  yet,^*  14,  **  And  Jesus  answered  aid 
said  unto  it,  no  man  eat  fruit  of  thee  hereafter  forever,*' 

To  make  a  miracle  out  of  this  fig-tree,  they  have  unmasked  the  whole  man.  They 
have  made  this  god  incompetent  to  decide  whether  there  was  fruit  or  not  on  this  tree, 
and  as  he  was  so  awfully  deceived  he  turned  into  cursing  the  innocent  tree,  **for  the 
time  of  figs  was  not  yet.^*    And  even  this,  this  God  forgot  through  his  straw-makers! 

He  cursed  God^s  own  works !  Was  this  a  God  who  spake  as  a  rational  man  never 
spake  ?  The  writers  of  the  drama  were  nodding.  It  could  be  no  worse,  they  were  con- 
spiring blasphemously  against  God.  24,  *'  Therefore  I  sav  unto  you,  what  Uiiogs  soever 
ye  desire  when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye  shall  have  them.*'  What 
can  advocate  the  cause  of  the  priests,  better  1 

Ch.  xiii.  IQ.>  '*  And  the  gospel  must  be  first  published  among  all  nations."  He 
should  have  done  this  at  once  himself. 

Verse  13.  **  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  name's  sake." 

This  proves  sectarianism,  antagonism  against  God,  too  conclasively  to  be  denied 
with  truth  and  honesty. 

The  treasure  is  too  precious  to  insure  hate,  if  possibly  to  be  appreciated.  But  the 
only  treasure  is  of  the  unity  of  God. 

Verse  25.  "  And  the  stars  of  heaven  shall  fall."  Mark,  the  speaker  was  Christ. 
Inspiration  is  a  true,  exact  knowledge. 

Verse  32.  '^  But  of  that  day  and  that  hour  knoweth  no  man ;  no,  not  the  angels  which 
are  in  heaven,  neither  the  son,  but  the  father." 

This  is  a  candid  acknowledgment,  that  the  son  was  not  the  equal  of  the  father.  If 
not  equal,  of  course  he  was  vastly  unequal,  as  his  prayers  proved.  The  efficacy  of  his 
own  prayers,  convicted  him,  Christ,  as  a  blasphemous  impostor. 

Christ's  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  not  God's  words!  What  are  theyl 
Such  as  the  universe,  his  works — ^his  words  proclaim. 

Ch.  xiv.  V.  31.  "  If  I  (Peter  spake)  should  die  with  thee,  I  will  not  deny  thee  in  any» 
wise.  Likewise  also  said  they  all.  50.  And  they  all  forsook  him  and  fled."  There 
would  have  been  no  perjurers,  no  deserters,  no  God-killers,  from  the  impossibility  of 
the  thing  itself,  if  Christ  had  been  a  God.  They  could  not  have  been  kept  from  nis- 
ning  to  him.  The  thing  tells  its  own  tale,  too  truly.  Christ  did  not  act  a  man  of 
principles,  eschew  sectarianism.  Ch.  xvi.  v.  15.  ^*And  he  (Jesus)  said  unto  them, 
•  •  •  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  Why  had  not  this  God  not  only  done 
it,  but  converted  all,  as  that  was  his  mission  ?  16.  '*  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptised 
shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damned."  If  hypocrites,  believe? 
How  if  no  honest  minds  can  believe,  on  due  analysis  of  the  whole  facts  submitted  ? 
This  proves  that  fraud  is  the  position,  and  that  the  priestocracy  manufactured  this  im- 
position, to  deceive  honest  minds.  17.  '*  And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  be- 
lieve :  in  my  name  shall  tliey  cast  out  devils ;  they  shall  speak  with  new  tongues ; 
they  shall  take  up  serpents ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thinff,  it  shall  not  hnrt  Uiem ; 
they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover."  This  kills  the  whole,  as  i 
false  pretence.  A  want  of  genealogy  proves  him  a  false  messiah,  and  this  last  chap- 
ter of  Mark  proves  him  completely  a  false  perjnred  prophet.  Thus  ends  the  whole 
perjury. 

This  blasphemous  imposition  ought  to  be  scouted  as  the  vilest  frand,  from  the  face 
of  th^  earth.  Are  there  any  believers  ?  All  should  be  brought  to  this  fair  test  by  the 
world.  If  they  cannot  do  these  signs,  they  are  impostors.  Thus  the  whole  are  sell- 
convicted.     But  candor  decides,  the  starters  were  the  impostors. 

Let  us  examine  Luke,  ch.  i.  v.  32.  ^'  And  the  Lord  God  shall  give  unto  him  (Jesus) 
the  throne  of  his  father  David."  How  was  David  his  ancestor?  Who  can  trace  that, 
if  tlie  gospel  tells  the  fact?  Here  at  once  is  a  vile  contradiction.  Do  the  pulpit  men 
wish  to  lay  open  all  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  or  do  they 
seek  to  smother  up  this  false  pretence?  Do  they  seek  to  hold  their  profession  in 
proved  perjury?  37.  "For  with  God  nothing  shall  be  impossible."  That  is  abso- 
lutely against  all  reason  and  truth.  God  cannot  do  anything  derogatory  to  his  cbarae- 
ter,  or  contrary  to  his  functions.  His  character  is  that  of  virtue,  and  bis  function 
creation,  not  procreation.  76.  *'  And  thou,  child,  shall  be  called  the  prophet  of  the 
Highest."  One  man  endorses  another  in  assertion,  yet  there  are  no  real  endoFsers  at 
all  of  the  proof:  then  one  perjurer  endorses  another  perjurer,  and  the  preachers  preach 
wOful  perjury. 

Ch.  ii.  What  an  anomaly,  a  curiosity,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  could  tell  shepherdB, 
and  could  make  them  believe,  and  yet  did  not  make  the  whole  world,  which  was  most 
vitally  interested,  believe  as  easily.  It  was  essential,  as  xnillions  were  then  djingt  9X 
to  die,  ere  their  belief. 
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This  one  position  kills  the  whole  as  the  vilest  imposture.  This  thing  refutes  itself; 
for  all  the  world  at  that  Tery  time  was  needing  the  same  consolation  as  Simeon,  *^  a 
light  to  lighten  the  gentiles. '  The  wire-workers  caused  their  bible-heroes  to  do  all 
they  wished.  Who  to-day  can  hold  them  to  accountability?  Ch.  iv.  41.  "And  devils 
also  came  out  of  many,  crying  and  saying,  thou  art  Christ  the  son  of  God.  And  he, 
rebuking  them,  suffered  them  not  to  speak  :  for  they  knew  that  he  was  Christ."  Christ 
seems  to  have  been  very  familiar  with  devils.  How  do  you  explain  ?  Explain,  what 
never  could  have  happened.  43.  "  I  must  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  to  other  cities 
also."  If  sent  by  God,  and  he  the  Christ,  he  could  have  done  all,  and  caused  their  be- 
lief. The  people  could  not  have  been  kept  from  faith.  Ch.  vi.  10.  "  And  his  hand  was 
restored  whole,  as  the  other."  This  was  enough,  if  it  had  ever  happened.  11.  "And 
they  were  filled  with  madness ;"  anything  else,  proper  sense  decides.  This  is  not  hu- 
man nature  at  all.  What  drivelers.  19.  "  And  the  whole  multitude  sought  to  touch 
him."  Why  ?  Because,  or  "  for  there  went  virtue  out  of  him,  and  healed  them  all." 
What  miserable  contradictions  of  reason,  with  the  preceding  11th  verse.  Ch.  vii.  19. 
"  And  John,  calling  unto  him  two  of  his  disciples,  sent  them  to  Jesus,  saying,  Art  thou 
he  that  should  come  1  or  look  we  for  another  ?"  And  John,  a  prophet,  make  that 
inquiry ;  when  Jesus  said,  26.  "  I  say  unto  you,  and  much  more  than  a  prophet  (John). 
28.  "  There  is  not  a  greater  prophet  than  John  the  Baptist."  Deut.  ch.  xxxiv.  10. 
"  And  there  arose  not  a  prophet  since  in  Israel  hke  unto  Moses."  Who  told  the  truth, 
Moses  or  Christ  1 

Luke,  ch.  viii.  1.  "He  went  throughout  every  city  and  village,  preaching."  The 
wonder  is,  that  he  did  not  have  more  success  :  he  should  have  performed  greater  mira- 
cles, indeed,  to  have  secured  his  mission.  We  would  say  to  the  writers,  Thrust  not 
mind  below  priestocracy.  Ch.  xi.  15.  "  But  some  of  them  said,  he  casteth  out  devils 
through  Beelzebub,  the  chief  of  devils."  He  had  not  any  to  cast  out.  Ch.  xii.  9.  "  But 
he  that  denieth  me,  before  men,  shall  be  denied  before  the  angels  of  God."  He  that 
shall  contravene  the  truth,  to  accept  of  anything  less  than  God,  shall  suffer  proportion- 
ately to  his  knowledge.  61.  "  Suppose  ye  that  I  am  come  to  give  peace  on  earth  1  I 
tell  you,  nay  ;  but  rather  division.  Here  is  conclusive  argument  of  sectarianism,  that 
is  a  peculiar  faith,  antagonistic  to  God  Almighty.  52.  "  For  from  henceforth  there 
shall  oe  five  in  one  house  divided,  three  against  two,  and  two  against  three."  This  is 
an  infamous  doctrine,  that  attacks  the  unity  of  God,  and  the  universal  brotherhood  of 
man  on  earth.  53.  "  The  father  shall  be  divided  against  the  son,  and  tlie  son  against 
the  father,"  &c.  &c.  The  hero  must  be  made  sectarian  and  self-condemned  ;  all  one 
side,  egotistical  and  dictatorial.  God  save  us  from  such  desecration.  Upon  what  au- 
thority does  Christ,  the  so-called  messiah,  come  ?  Upon  that  of  the  Mosaic  bible  1 
That  very  book  testifies  against  him.  Deuteronomy,  ch.  xxiv.  16.  "  The  fathers  shall 
not  be  put  to  death  for  the  children,  neither  shall  the  children  be  put  to  death  for  the 
fathers ;  every  man  shall  be  put  to  death  for  his  own  sin."  Luke,  ch.  xiv.  26.  "  If  any 
naan  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father,  and  mother,  and  wife,  and  children,  and  breth- 
ren, and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be  my  disciple.'*  If  the  priestoc- 
racy were  the  rulers  of  mind,  then  we  might  yield  the  question  :  but  this  premises  a 
most  ignominious  sectarianism,  most  hostile  to  the  good  of  mankind — no  religion. 

Ch.  xvii.  6.  "  If  ye  had  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed" — that  is,  if  the  people 
would  stupidly  throw  themselves  into  the  embraces  of  the  priestocracy,  their  faith  would 
be  fine. 

Men  ought  always  to  act,  not  to  trouble  Deity  with  senseless  importunities.  God 
will  do  justice  of  his  own  free  will,  and  by  his  established  providence,  less  by  importu- 
nities. Mind  must  prove  itself  worthy.  God's  conservative  principles  of  the  universe 
vindicate  his  almighty  providence. 

Ch.  xix.  10.  "  For  the  son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 
This  is  a  direct  libel  on  God.  His  universe  is  not  lost,  and  all  will  find  mind  as  God 
has  created  it.  27.  "  But  those  mine  enemies  which  would  not  that  I  should  reign 
over  them,  bring  hither,  and  slay  them  before  me."  Who  would  have  been  tlie  enemies 
of  a  God  ?  That  is  impossible.  That  is  false.  If  Christ  had  done  half  of  the  miracles 
claimed  before  the  Jews,  they  could  not  have  been  kept  from  faith  in  him. 

But  all  the  noise  about  Christ  presents  the  demagogue  in  all  this.  But  the  wonder- 
ful incarnation,  what  an  idea !  Christians  cannot  even  lay  claim  to  its  originality,  for 
the  pagans,  the  heathen,  the  outside  barbarians,  as  you  affect  to  call  all  others,  had 
incarnations  fourteen  hundred  years  before  the  Chris'tians,  and  even  the  ninth  at  that. 
This  and  all  ancient  traditions  of  polytheism,  however  vamped  up,  were  fabulous, 
and  all  pagan.  The  world  makes  peculiar  deities,  and  them  imbecile.  All  the  le- 
gends of  antiquity  are  now  before  us,  in  a  new  mode,  but  with  the  old  substance  and 
weakness. 
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But  how  sublime  the  thought,  that  Christ  died  fur  us.  Did  he  not  die  for  him^lf, 
his  own  sins,  tho  severe  sins  of  sectarianism,  of  the  sword  that  he  drew.  Could  God 
the  father  sacrifice  cruelly  and  barbarously  one  of  his  chief  sons,  for  the  balance,  an 
uncrodly  set  ?     Is  not  that  murder  all  around? 

Is  it  not  most  ignominiously  worse,  only  to  beconceived  of  by  ungodly  stupid  priest- 
ocracies  1 

Will  that  wrong,  increased  by  fornication  or  adultery,  better  the  case?  Is  the  world 
any  better  improved,  by  Christ?  Yes,  but  there  is  more  peace,  and  a  better  state  of 
society  ?     Does  not  mind  govern  all  this  ? 

There  may  be  no  such  bloody  wars  to-day  as  yesterday,  but  are  there  not  warriors, 
and  a  world  full  of  bloodthirsty  sectarians,  perfect  bloodhounds,  ready  in  every  age,  if 
the  people  permit  them,  and  not  see  the  benefits  of -pure  mind  light?  But  louk  at 
Christ^s  resurrection ! 

Why  not  have  a  resurrection  or  translation  direct,  as  that  of  Elijah  ?  W^as  he  less 
than  a  God  ?     Ay^  less  than  a  man,  made  by  his  third  day  resurrection  ? 

If  mind  prevaricates  about  the  trinity,  and  many  other  mind  undigestible  monk-tricks, 
will  it  not  stamp  its  equivocating  character  about  the  balance  ?  The  peculiar  god  per- 
mitted a  murderous  scene,  that  of  the  murder  of  his  own  son,  and  could  not  help  him 
out  of  the  horrible,  bloody  difficulty.  We  do  not  wish  to  adore  such  imbecile  and 
murderous  god,  who  sacrihced  his  chief  son  for  the  balance.  That,  then,  is  an  imbe- 
cile god. 

How  could  the  God  of  the  universe  be  pleased  with  the  blood  of  animals,  much  less 
man,  or  his  son,  who  is  man  ?  This  was  the  blasphemous  desecration  of  priestocracjr 
against  God;  it  was  consummate  folly  and  degradation.  They  commenced  human 
sacrifice,  and  ended  with  that  of  God !  The  dream  of  Joseph  has  been  lugged  in,  which 
proves  nothirtg,  only  that  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus,  was  a  suspicious  and  dissolute 
character,  and  that  Joseph  was  a  bigoted  cuckold.  It  proves  too  much.  Now,  it  is 
bad  enough  for  the  simple  Joseph  to  have  been  fooled  by  his  prostitute  wife,  much  less 
the  world !  Do  you  help  to  aid  in  that  ?  Are  you  basely  prostituting  your  mind,  your 
family,  to  such  an  ignoble  cause? 

It  was  bad  enough  for  those  that  were  injured  as  to  their  body  ;  what  must  it  be  to 
those  to  be  defrauded  in  soul  ? 

Know  that  bible-statements,  and  dreams  too,  are  not  documents  or  gospels  proved  at 
all,  even  for  the  most  visionary. 

But  how  noble  was  the  doctrine  of  non-resistance. 

That  is  the  false  doctrine,  to  the  world's  injury,  for  it  is  the  su'blime  one  of  principle, 
that  governs  the  universe  and  rules  out  that. 

Instead  of  having  one  Christ,  a  bungler  in  morals,  and  a  charlatan  on  principles,  Ifl 
the  world  have  mind.  But  he  spake,  as  man  never  spake  ?  Because  he  spoke  through 
priostocracies' mouths.  "Great  is  Diana!"  was  said  before,  by  the  affiliated.  The 
bible  is  one  of  the  same  kind  of  mouth-pieces.  He  could  have  made  all  Nicodemus, 
if  he  had  been  the  Christ ;  but  all  his  disciples  were  perjurers.  Can  we  believe  sochI 
He  would  have  been  master  of  mind,  not  merely  of  man.  If  God,  he  could  have  mas- 
tered principles,  but  these  he  did  not,  as  shall  be  shown.  Luke  xxi.  10,  "And  ye  shall 
be  betrayed,  both  by  parents,  and  brethren,  and  kinsfolks,  and  friends ;  and  some  of  you 
shall  they  cause  to  be  put  to  death."  The  curse  of  sectarianism,  that  he  advocated, 
precluded  the  principles  of  universal  brotherhood.  How  came  he,  a  God,  to  select  all 
his  disciples,  perjurers  ?  Who  can  believe  such,  or  the  chief  of  perjurers  ?  Can  the 
fool,  abominable  priestocracy,  not  know  that  the  world  knows  them  all  to  be  the  worst 
perjurers?  John  iii.  6,  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  old  doctrine  of  regeneration  was  among  the  Brah- 
mins of  Asia,  fourteen  centuries  anterior  to  his  pretended  mission.  'If  Christ  spoke 
not  earthly  things  true,  how  could  he,  the  messiah,  speak  heavenly  things  true  ?  \  erse 
16,  "  Only  begotten  son."  The  function  of  God  is  to  create,  not  procreate.  If  you 
take  Christ,  you  must  take  the  whole  family  of  priestocracy — ^and  if  you  refuse  either, 

J»'ou  are  damned.     You  must  then  take  all  their  damnable  perjuries.     Verse  18,  "  But 
le  that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already  I" 

This  is  the  most  abominable  priest-sophistry,  duplicity  and  craft,  which  must  be  truly 
met  by  a  system  of  truth,  rational  religion,  the  only  thing  to  exclude  sectarianism,  as 
good  laws  exclude  bad  laws. 

The  greatest  of  miracles  is  to  make  of  Christ  a  marvellous  person  on  paper.  Ch. 
v.  verse  5,  "And  a  certain  man  was  there,  which  had  an  infirmity  thirty  and  eight  years. 
Verse  15,  The  man  departed,  and  told  the  Jews  that  it  was  Jesus  which  made  him 
whole  :  verse  16,  and  therefore  did  the  Jews  persecute  Jesos,  and  sought  to  slay  himt 
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because  he  had  done  these  things  on  the  Sabbath  day/'  What  is  this,  but  the  lowest 
jugglery  of  mind  ? 

If  such  things  could  have  been  only  done  on  the  Sabbath,  the  world  would  have 
besought  it,  Sabbath  or  no  Sabbath. 

If  such  infirmity  had  been  cured,  the  people  could  not  have  been  kept  back  from  the 
physician.  Persecute  him !  The  fellow  that  would  have  dared  to  do  it,  would  have 
preferred  running  through  the  fire,  for  these  very  Jews  would  have  mobbed  him.  No, 
this  is  not  human  nature,  ye  miserable  bunglers ;  yc  lied  about  the  pool,  and  the  angel, 
and  the  diseased  ;  above  all,  ye  have  lied  about  this  fiction-Christ.  Ye  have  no  prin- 
ciples, for  ye  are  caught  in  your  base  inconsistencies.  Analogous  to  the  waiting  at  the 
pool,  is  that  on  Christ,  by  mind,  that,  in  the  meantime,  if  not  God-assisted,  would  be 
lost. 

Ch.  vi.  verse  44,  "  No  man  can  come  to  me,  except  the  Father,  which  hath  sent  me, 
draw  him."  That  decides  the  whole  question  of  God's  ability  for  conservation.  There 
is  no  reason  of  a  clumsy  machinery  of  an  imbecile,  to  be  in  the  way  of  mind  and  God. 
Out  of  his  own  mouth,  the  speaker  is  rebuked  and  condemned.  The  highest  state  of 
free,  not  absolute  agency  of  mind,  is  the  purest  inspiration  of  thought.  Ch.  vii.  verse 
42,  "  Christ  cometh  of  the  seed  of  David."  Why  do  not  the  impostors  prove  all  that? 
Are  they  so  stupid  as  not  to  know  that  mind  will  see  this,  the  false  Christ  ? 

Why  do  Luke  and  Matthew  differ  so  excessively  in  the  genealogy  of  Joseph,  who 
was  no  kin  to  Jesus,  by  their  own  confession  ? 

Were  they,  or  their  authors  rather,  such  fools  that  they  expected  the  weak  faith  of 
the  world  could  swallow  all  this  falsehood  1  Verse  39,  "  Spirit — which  they  that  be- 
lieve in  him,  should  receive — for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given."  Which  is  worse, 
a  priest's  ignorance  of  his  own  blasphemy,  or  his  falsehood  ?  One  of  the  most  heinous 
of  all  sins,  is  peculiar  faith.  It  is  the  highest  sin  against  God.  Did  Christ  make  the 
seeing,  blind  ?  He  that  giveth  not  to  the  Creator  all  the  rights  of  the  Creator,  is  a 
traitor  to  both.  Ch.  xi.  verse  47,  "  For  this  man  doeth  many  miracles."  All  this  is 
false,  for  there  are  no  miracles.  None  but  stupid  ignorance  could  persist  in  such  a  false 
pretence.  The  very  position  is  suicidal.  Rational  mind  must  see  that  the  council 
could  not  have  resisted  miracles.  Verse  48,  *'  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will 
believe  on  him."  Of  course,  the  writers  violated  all  principles  of  human  nature,  for 
half  of  these  so-called  miracles,  one,  bringing  Lazarus  to  life,  would  have  converted  the 
whole  world. 

Of  course,  they  were  never  performed.  This  is  our  sincere  knowledge  on  the  best 
facts  of  this  case,  given  by  the  word  of  God.  No  proof  at  all  is  adduced^  that  one 
such  miracle  ever  was  wrought.  We  challenge  the  proof,  that  would  satisfy  a  gentle- 
man. Verse  53,  "  Then,  from  that  day  forth,  they  took  counsel  together,  for  to  put 
him  to  death." 

They  would  have  done  anything  else.  Chief  priests  and  pharisees  are  a  part  of  the 
human  family,  and  are  governed  by  like  passions  of  interest,  analogous  to  that  of  the 
whole  world.  These  writers  were  the  most  grovelling  animals  that  sver  pretended  to 
sense. 

Yet  a  while,  and  all  the  humbuggery  of  peculiar  faith  will  be  done,  if  mind  be  right. 

Ch.  xii.  verse  39, "  Therefore  they  could  not  believe,  because  Esaias  had  said  again." 
Was  bigotry  ever  more  felonious,  assumption  more  blasphemous  1  The  main  interest 
is  universal  safety,  and  that  the  God  of  the  universe,  that  Christ  did  not  know,  alone 
can  give.  Vers'.  40,  **  He  (God)  hath  blinded  their  eyes,  and  hardened  their  iieart ; 
that  they  should  not  see  with  their  eyes,  nor  understand  with  their  heart,  and  be  con- 
verted, and  I  should  heal  them  "  ! ! ! ! 

Wliat  a  compound  of  beastly  ignorance  about  the  heart ;  what  ignominious  libel  of 
God's  attributes  and  principles !  And  the  saying  of  a  false  prophet  was  to  outweigh 
the  conversion  of  the  people.     That,  religion? 

Verse  41,  '* These  things  said  Esaias,  when  he  saw  his  glory,  and  spake  of  him!" 
That  cannot  be  proved,  on  any  principle  of  sound  logic  ;  but  just  reverses  it.  Ch.  xiv. 
Terse  28,  "  For  my  Fatlier  is  greater  than  I."     What  could  the  inferior  pretend  to  1 

What  function,  then,  was  he  usurping  ?  Neither  mind  nor  God  cared  for  him.  Ch. 
XV.  verse  18,  *'  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me  before  it  hated  you." 
The  world  cannot  hate  God,  the  Creator ;  that  is  impossible  ;  but  it  hates  all  impostors 
as  its  enemies,  and  that  proves  all  this  a  false  pretence.  Verse  23,  *'  He  that  hateth 
me,  hateth  my  Father,  also."  Is  this  true  ?  Then  his  was  a  peculiar  father,  offered 
rational  mind.  Verse  27,  "And  ye,  also,  shall  bear  witness,  because  ye  have  been  with 
me  from  the  beginning !"  Who  is  the  witness  for  us,  that  these  all  are  not  the  vilest 
impostors  ?  We  need,  absolutely  need,  their  proper  endorsement  to  protect  ourselves. 
We  have  no  such  endorsement 
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Ch.  xvi,  verse  7,  "  It  is  expedient  for  you,  that  I  go  away."  We  hare  Christ  talk- 
ing about  himself,  most  of  the  time.  This  is  only  man's  pretences.  It  is  very  easy 
for  people  to  say :  I  believe,  and  join  the  strongest.  They  can  prate  as  much  as  they 
choose,  about  the  spirit.  That  is  their  business,  and  nobody  else's,  so  they  take  the 
faith.  But,  then,  they  have  an  ignoble  position,  that  does  not  avail  the  creature,  of  an 
immortal  Creator.  God's  works  only  tell  of  the  past,  the  present,  and  as  much  of  the 
future  as  will  be  analogous  and  beneficial  for  mind  to  know.  About  the  balance,  God 
has  a  sublime  silence.  All  his  works  have  rational  records.  Ask,  then,  for  no  faith, 
where  there  is  no  reason  or  fact.     Who  knows  the  depth  of  priestocracy  1 

They  have  given  us  no  scaled  and  authentic  documents,  to  certify  the  world  of  God'a 
archives.  God  is  the  keeper  of  his  own  archives.  All  others  should  be  proved,  be- 
yond doubt  of  the  world,  or  they  are  degraded  impostures.  Ch.  xx.  verse  23,  **  Whose- 
soever sins  ye  remit,  they  are  remitted  unto  them ;  and  whosesoever  sins  ye  retain, 
they  are  retained."  Long  live  the  priestocracy,  says  this  verse.  Verse  29,  "  Blessed 
are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed."  Amended  :  Foolish  are  they  that 
have  not  seen,  and  vet  have  believed  the  most  certain  falsehoods,  intended  to  catch  the 
world  all  they  could. 

Ch.  xxi.,  V.  24.  **  This  is  the  disciple  which  testifieth  of  these  things,  and  wrote 
these  things,  and  we  know  that  his  testimony  is  true."  Who  endorses,  all  this "?  A 
perfect  perjurer  proved  by  the  nfiiliated,  even  by  Mark.  It  ought  to  be  as  clear  as  the 
Lest  testimony,  in  the  most  approved  court  of  justice. 

And  there  is  no  novel  that  is  less  testimony,  if  it  have  rational  statements.  All  are 
mere  statements  of  the  bible,  and  if  any  mind  adopt  them  as  truth,  it  is  foolish  or 
wicked,  one  or  both.  It  cannot  be  any  less,  if  it  know  what  testimony  is.  No  matter 
what  the  world  thinks,  or  what  w^  have  even  previously  thought,  the  comprehension  of 
the  whole  subject  certainly  presents  the  only  true  exposition.  All  the  principles  of  logic 
are  violated,  when  such  false  pretences  are  adopted. 

ARE  THE  ACTS  OF  THE  APOSTLES  ANY  PROOF  1 

Ch.  ii.,  V.  30.  "  Therefore  (David)  being  a  prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  sworn 
with  an  oath  to  him,  that  of  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  according  to  the  flesh,  he  would  raise 
up  Christ  to  sit  on  his  throne."  Was  Christ  the  fruit  of  his  loins,  when  Christ  and 
Joseph  are  no  kin  ?  This,  then,  is  a  clear  perjury.  David  might  have  sworn  for  hia 
descendants  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  the  Jewish  people,  but  the  God  of  the  universe  could 
not  possibly  swear  it,  as  that  would  be  the  division  of  his  own  universe. 

That  would  be  too  small  a  province,  only  one  world. 

This  was  a  compact  of  the  peculiar  god  of  David,  and  that  does  not  concern  the 
enlightened  people  of  this  day,  all  the  monks,  priests  and  preachers  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  44.  "  And  all  that  believed  were  together,  and  had  all  things  common.^' 
Churches,  then,  are  associations  of  socialists.  They  were  socialists  in  a  measure ; 
mere  sectarians  \  but  this  was  nothing  of  a  brotherhood  with  the  human  race. 

45.  •*  And  sold  their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as  every 
man  had  need."  Is  this  a  fact  confirmed,  by  the  conduct  of  the  Christians  of  the  pre- 
sent day. 

Ch.  V.  The  fate  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira  has  not  added  to  the  facts  of  principles,  as 
mortal  had  no  such  power  claimed ;  if  this  is  not  a  blasphemous  lie,  it  is  murder.  We 
have  no  assurance  of  anything,  but  that  this  was  an  attempt  to  add  to  the  influence  of 
the  priestocracy.  This  thing  of  ruling  the  churches,  is  one  of  their  great  aspirations. 
As  ist  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  ch.  i.  v.  IL  "  For  it  hath  been  declared  unto  me,  that 
there  are  contentions  among  you."  Ch.  v.,  1.  "It  is  reported  commonly  that  there  is 
fornication  among  you,  and  such  fornication  as  is  not  so  much  as  named  among  the 
Gentiles."  Well,  Paul,  was  Christian  socialism  communism  1  Is  this  the  example  for 
the  modern  sects  1  This  socialism  did  not  work  well,  for  Acts,  ch.  vi.,  1.  "And  in  those 
days,  when  the  number  of  the  disciples  was  multiplied,  there  arose  a  murmuring  of  the 
Grecians  against  the  Hebrews,  because  their  widows  were  neglected  in  the  daily  min- 
istration." The  members  of  the  church,  we  had  thought,  were  as  good  when  good,  as 
the  good  of  the  world,  but  no  worse.  But  Paul  and  his  dramatists  seem  to  write  dif- 
ferently. If  Christian  advocates  tell  this,  what  if  the  Gentiles  could  be  heard  of  that 
day  ]  Though  you,  churchmen,  exert  yourselves  for  ever,  yet,  having  no  principles, 
you  cannot  flourish.  You  can  get  no  principles  in  churches.  Rejoice  not  in  sophistry, 
superstition,  nor  peculiar  faith.  Do  not  believe  all  things,  certainly  not  without  reason, 
faith  or  no  faith. 

Who  can  prophecy,  when  all  the  world  knows  no  such  thing,  and  if  it  tell  the  truth 
it  will  tell  that. 
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Peculiar  faith  people  can  prove  anything  by  faith. 

Ch.  viii.,  V.  9.  "  Simon  used  sorcery,  and  bewitched  the  people  of  Samaria."  Who 
believes  such  stuff?  Who  ever  saw  a  witch  or  sorcerer?  Just  about  as  true  as  the 
power  of  the  apostles  in  giving  the  Holy  Ghost.  Who  was  Saul  ?  V.  1.  "And 
Saul  was  consenting  unto  his  death  (Stephen's)."  Was  he  not  a  murderer?  Ch.  ix., 
V.  21.  "Is  not  this  he  (Saul)  that  destroyed  them,"  &c  ?  Ch.  x.,  v.  44.  "  While  Peter 
yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  all  them  which  heard  the  word."  Do 
any  but  the  affiliated  speak  of  it?  45.  "And  they  of  the  circumcision  which  believed, 
were  astonished,  as  many  as  came  with  Peter,  because  that  on  the  Gentiles  also  was 
poured  out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  This  means  as  much  that  the  Gentiles  were 
oiit^ido  barbarians  in  the  opinion  of  the  Jews,  and  without  the  protection  of  their  peculiar 
gods.  It  seems  to  us  that  one  of  the  greatest  things  is  the  conservation  of  the  Creator 
over  many  minds  liable  to  sin  from  the  bible  of  tradition,  that  is  filled  with  falsehood  and 
iniquity  from  beginning  to  end,  placing  devils  and  angels  all  over  the  earth,  and  pollute 
in^r  all  by  its  unholy  pretences  Ch.  xiii.,  v.  23.  "  Of  this  mnn's  (David)  seed  hath 
God,  according  to  promise,  raised  unto  Israel  a  saviour,  Jesus." 

There  can  be  no  justification  except  by  the  supreme  unity  of  God,  for  the  mind  is 
dc^rnided  and  vilified,  if  not  permitted  to  have  its  dignity  and  purpose,  its  liberal,  legit"- 
iniatc.  free  agency. 

To  damn  it  because  it  cannot  honestly  believe  all  the  absurd  and  abominable  false- 
hoods about  these  things,  deprives  it  of  all  free  agency  whatever.  God,  in  the  sublime 
silence  of  his  majesty,  has  truly  delineated  all  practicable  free  agency,  in  language  most 
certain  to  philosophical  science.  It  is  not  possible  that  God  can  overlook  his  own  and 
mind's  supremacy  ;  but  the  voice  of  superstition  will  be  heard  in  die  days  of  ignorance, 
and  fanaticism  will  usurp  all  rightful  prerogatives  of  reason, 

Ch.  xiv.,  V.  18.  "And  with  these  sayings,  scarce  restrained  they  the  people,  that 
they  had  not  done  sacrifice  unto  them."  And  yet  Christ  scarcely  had  such  honor  paid 
him !  When  the  boundary  of  truth  is  overleaped,  there  are  no  limits.  But  all  their 
fine  effect  is  killed  in  the  next  verse.  19.  "  And  there  came  thither  certain  Jews  from 
Aittioch  and  Iconium,  who  persuaded  the  people,  and  having  stoned  Paul,  (who  had 
healed  a  cripple  impotent  in  his  feet)  drew  him  out  of  the  city,  supposing  he  had  been 
dead."  Oh,  these  Jews !  They  were  not  human,  or  these  dramatists  considered  them 
not.     We  must  act  in  part  as  if  some  of  the  probable  things  might  have  occurred. 

We  wish  we  could  pick  out  all  their  virtues  and  bury  their  vices.  But  this  we  cannot 
do,  fur  reason  of  their  design  and  employment.     This  was  the  kingdom  of  the  people. 

Ch.  xvi.,  6.  "  And  were  forbidden  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost  to  preach  the  word  in  Asia." 
There  was  one  of  the  most  fruitful  harvests,  as  to  number  of  souls,  throughout  all  Asia, 
teeming  with  her  millions,  and  her  systems  of  peculiar  faith  and  incarnations.  Was 
this  one  of  the  conveniences  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  But,  alas,  all  these  souls  had  to 
w  ail !  By  rational  religion,  that  is  impossible.  It  was  utterly  impossible,  for  God 
governed  mind,  after  all  the  false  pretences  of  all  the  peculiar  faiths.  But  how  incon- 
«i-st^nt  now  are  these  fellows  16  to  23.  They  were  able  to  stop  divination,  but  were 
not  able  to  keep  off  whipping  therefor !  These  lies  are  so  disgustingly  stupid,  that  wo 
could  throw  down  the  book,  but  for  our  purpose  of  exposing  these  reckless  pretenders. 
Ch.  xxii.,  V.  4.  "And  I  (Paul)  persecuted  this  way  unto  the  death."  Further  proof  is 
furnished  of  his  being  a  murderer.     A  fine  apostle  this. 

The  two  main  pillars  of  the  Christian  church,  one  a  perjurer,  the  other  a  murderer, 
and  propagator  of  bible  perjuries ! 

Ch.  XX.,  V.  26.  "  Wherefore  I  take  you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
hl(H>d  of  all  men."  What  proof  is  there  of  this,  after  the  preceding  evidence  ?  Does 
Pdiil  or  the  bibles  lie?     Both. 

What  a  singular  peculiarity,  tliat  any  peculiar  faith  as  that  of  Christianity,  is  not 
suptTstition.  Paul,  though  a  Christian,  was  a  murderer  for  intoleration  of  faith,  a 
bi{;ot  and  a  fanatic  after  all.  Do  we  believe  that  he  w^ent  to  the  bible  heaven  ?  Christ 
«iid  not  go  there  direct,  we  presume,  for  his  blasphemy.  But  he  was  the  agent  for 
God.  If  God  had  not  been  omnipresent,  metaphysics,  much  less  rational  religion, 
would  not  permit  that  idea. 

If  the  agent,  he  could  not  be  principal  or  equal. 

If  CO- partners,  they  were  co-creators;  but  that  is  impossible.  His  earthly  sojourn 
kills  all  that  dead,  as  well  as  his  language.  This  solar  system  has  only  one  sun,  hence 
he  mast  have  been  usurper,  but  that  implies  superior  power. 

Vet,  as  creature  and  mortal  at  that,  this  is  utterly  disproved.  It  is  all  affected  or 
pretended. 

The  position  of  all  sinners  as  murderers  and  blasphemers,  bespeaks  atonement  by 
retributive  justice.     It  cannot  be  anything  less.     God's  mercy  is  not  subordinate  to  hu 
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justice.  No  one  of  God^s  attributes  are  subordinate.  That  kills  Christ  and  all  the 
impostor  tribe,  a  universe  fold  more  than  all  the  Jews  and  Romans  did.  PuriRcatioQ 
can  be  made*  through  retributive  justice,  and  that  alone.     God  is  the  judge. 

There  were  not  less  than  twenty -five  messiahs,  and  how  many  more  who  knows?  All 
blasphemers.  This  whole  subject  has  been  mystified  horribly,  ^r  the  peace  and  welfare 
of  man. 

And  we  are  to  have  war  in  families  by  Christ,  the  teacher  of  non-resistance  !  Will 
any  towering  mind  be  satisfied  with  this  little  brief  authority,  when  it  can  command  the 
"whole  subject  on  principles  1 

This  question  is  not  to  be  skulked. 

The  idea  of  a  murderer,  adulterer,  and  pirate,  a  military  despot  having  his  sins 
sponged  out  in  one  moment,  could  only  be  premised  by  knaves  and  impostors,  and  ex- 
pected by  dolts  or  knaves.  What  degraded  immorality,  though  he  was  a  man  afUr 
God^s  own  heart. 

This  man  was  not  after  the  mind  of  the  Supreme  Creator  of  the  universe.  You  act 
for  yourself — mind  acts,  mind  repents,  amends.  You  must  reform,  not  deform  mind. 
Let  not  the  sophist  Christ  pervert  it ;  that  is,  do  not  let  his  masters,  the  priestocracy, 
do  it. 

Paul  and  Peter  even  disagree  about  circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  proving  that 
their  mind  had  to  elicit  the  most  politic — of  course,  uncircumcision.  Paul's  Kpistle  to 
the  Galatians,  ch.  ii.  11.  ^*  But  when  Peter  was  come  to  Antioch,  I  withstood  him  to 
the  face,  because  he  was  to  be  blamed.*^  13  and  14,  Paul  accuses  them  of  dissimula- 
tion, that  they  did  not  walk  uprightly  according  to  the  truth  oC  the  gospel ! 

Was  there  ever  any  regeneration  of  Peter,  the  rock  of  churches  1  After  this,  what 
honest  mind  can  say  it,  after  Peter  had  been  caught  at  this  game  before  ?  To  be 
proved  by  his  master  a  perjurer  is  too  bad ;  to  be  proved  a  hypocrite  by  his  holy  brother 
so  called,  is  horrible  indeed. 

But  is  Paul  any  better,  sons  of  civilization  ? 

See  Paul  to  the  Romans,  ch.  iii.  v.  7.  "  For  if  the  truth  of  God  hath  more 
abounded  through  my  lie  unto  his  glory  ;  why  yet  am  I  also  judged  as  a  sinner  V^ 

Which  is  the  best  perjurer  of  the  two?     Judge  ye. 

Explanations  will  push  themselves  respecting  such  glaring  errors,  if  mind  do  justice 
to  itself.     The  world  should  not  suffer  injury,  for  all  such  errors  or  crimes. 

The  world  must  from  its  sad  history  for  thousands  of  years,  exercise  the  most  intel- 
lectual caution  about  all  peculiar  faiths,  and  having  suffered  most  wofui  abuses  under 
their  sanction,  it  must  discard  them  all  on  the  first  favorable  opportunity. 

We  cannot  reach  the  blessing  of  religion,  certainly  not  on  any  such  position,  as  we 
have  nothing  but  peculiar  faith,  though  the  world  know  certainly  by  sad  experieoee 
that  faith  is  the  talisman  for  all  in  Christianity.  Let  us  hear  Paul  more,  ch.  viii.  v.  C8. 
^' And  we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose.  29,  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also 
did  predestinate  to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  son,  that  he  might  be  the  first- 
born among  many  brethren.  30,  Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  aliM) 
called ;  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified  ;  and  whom  he  justified,  them  he 
also  glorified.  33,  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?  It  is  God 
that  justifieth."  Who  are  the  called?  All  this  is  the  assertion  of  a  man,  confessing 
a  lie ! 

PauPs  2d  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  ch.  ii.  v.  11.  **And  for  this  cause  God 
shall  send  them  strong  delusion,  that  they  should  believe  a  lie."  What  libels  cm  the 
God  of  mind,  perjuring  the  libeler.  As  v.  12,  "  That  they  all  might  be  damned  vho 
believed  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness.  13,  But  we  are  bound  to 
give  thanks  alway  to  God  for  you,  brethren  beloved  of  the  Lord,  because  God  bath 
from  the  beginning  chosen  you  to  salvation  through  sanctification  of  the  spirit,  a!:(l 
belief  of  the  truth." 

What  libels  on  God  for  election,  as  well  as  for  faith,  &c.,  ch.  iii.  v.  2,  "  And  that  we 
may  be  delivered  from  unreasonable  and  wicked  men :  for  all  men  have  not  faiib.'' 
Were  there  ever  worse  bigotry. and  bad  faith  to  mind  and  truth? 

What  else  are  these,  but  the  worst  of  perjuries  1 

Paul's  Epistle  to  Titus,  ch.  i.  v.  1,  "According  to  the  faith  of  God's  elect."  That 
is,  of  the  peculiar  god !  3,  "  But  hatii  (God)  in  due  time  manifested  his  word  tlirough 
preaching,  which  is  committed  unto  me."  Where  was  preaching  that  was  necessary 
all  time,  before  ?  Every  ancient  nation  had  its  legends,  holy  and  sacred,  as  we  see 
with  the  remotest,  the  Chinese.  The  fault  with  the  modems  is,  that  they  do  not  pass 
all  by  as  unwortfaEj^  of  their  cultivated  mind.  Instead,  they  absurdly  credit  the  Jews 
for  one  more  tmlhful,  as  if  any  legends  could  be  truthful,  whereas  their  priestocracy 
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kept  tbe  records  which  they  made  in  defiance  of  other«,  and  there  is  the  fraud  prac« 
ticed  upon  aH  the  world  that  is  verdant  enough  to  take  them  for  granted.  The  priest* 
ocracy  have  desecrated  this  whole  matter,  must  ignobly,  have  falsified  God. 

Paul  in  Hebrews,  ch«  xi.  t.  1.  **  Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.*' 

What  is  all  priestocracy  faith  worth !  What  is  all  feith  worth  about  the  priests, 
Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  if  the  pretences  are  not  proved  facts?  Ch.  xii.  v.  20, 
*' And  if  80  much  as  a  beast  touch  the  mountain,  it  shall  be  stoned,  or  thrust  through 
with  a  dart  ^21,  And  so  terrible  was  the  sight,  that  Moses  said,  I  exceedingly  fear  and 
quake.''  These  are  the  playthings  of  absolutism,  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  people.  They 
«re  perjury  endorsements,  by  I'aul.  If  any  such  thing  happened  as  to  prevent  them 
going  by  superstition  to  the  mountain,  it  was  all  the  tricks. of  the  priestocmcy :  but  it 
was  easier  for  the  false  history.     When  was  the  Mosaic  legend  written  ¥ 

Let  the  monarchs  of  all  jugglery  alone  speak.  23,  '*  And  to  (he  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect,"  (or  all.)  which  are  written  in  the  Jewish  heaven.  What  could  the  monk 
or  priest  of  a  peculiar  god  know  of  them,  except  in  his  peculiar  heaven  ?  What  is  all 
that  to  us  ?  Messiahship  presents  due  humility  and  reverence  before  God,  not  bias* 
phemy«  James,  ch.  v.,  15,  "  And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick."  17,  ^*  Elias 
was  a  man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earnestly  that  it  might  not 
rain  :  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  space  of  three  years  and  six  months."  What 
libols  again  on  God,  that  prove  the  worst  of  human  characters  afiecting  to  be  the  purest. 
II.  Peter,  ch.  ii.>  v.  7,  "  And  delivered  just  Lot  J"  Htm,  who  committed  most  incest?  Well 
there  is  such  a  bible,  self-condemned  for  ever  for  mind.  Ch»  iii.,  v.  7,  "  But  the  heavens 
and  earth  which  are  now.  by  the  same  word,  are  kept  in  stoi«,  reserved  unto  fire  against 
the  day  of  judgment,  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."  10,  **  The  heavens  shall  pass  away 
with  a  great  noise^  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  also,  and 
the  works  that  are  therein,  shall  be  bumt  up."  Peculiar  faith,  without  proof,  condemns, 
in  conflict  with  God's  word,  confronting.  Thou,  Peter,  art  the  apostle  of  peculiar  gods, 
and  therefore  thou  art  not  licensed  to  speak  with  any  more  truth  about  the  univeise, 
than  when  thou  swore  about  Christ.  Was  Peter  converted  at  the  time  he  denied  his 
master  and  ffeU  back,  or  converted  afterwards  ?  What  was  his  last  conversion  woith  t 
All  the  bible  advocates  relied  on  revelation  of  peculiar  powers,  and  Peter's  statement 
alone  proves  him  an  ignorant  and  reckless,  unprincipled  fanatic.  The  first  epistle  gen- 
iral  of  John,  ch.  iii.,  v.  8,  **  He  that  committeth  sin,  is  of  the  devil;  for  the  devil 
sinneth  from  the  beginning.  For  this  purpose  the  son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  he 
might  destroy  the  works  of  the  deviL"  As  it  is  not  pk'ovable  that  there  is  any  devil,  it 
remains  therefore  to  be  proved  that  there  ever  was  any  Christ. 

W^hich  of  thpse,  John  or  Moses,  are  to  be  believed  about  seeing  their  god  ?  They 
nre  both  advanced  as  inspired  men,  and  affect  to  tell  the  exact  truth.  They  ai«  con* 
fronted  before  the  whole  world.  If  the  last  convict  the  old  bible,  then  it  convicts  itself. 
Both  are  convicted  by  rational  religion.    . 

II.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians.  Ch.  xi.,  v.  20  :  *^In  perils  among  false  brethren." 
Ch.  xii.,  V.  2:  **  I  knew  a  man  in  Christ — such  a  one  caught  up  to  the  third  heaven.'^ 
4>  '*  How  that  he  was  caught  up  into  Parudise."*^  Like  all  such,  he  has  told  too  much, 
of  heaven  and  Satan.  A  faith,  by  self-humbuggery,  is  no  proof  of  the  scriptures,  but 
everything  to  condemn  them  that  a  rational  man  could  expect. 

All  such  is  the  faithless  legend  of  the  priestocrecy,  who  have  used  all  ungodly  means, 
to  uphold  their  unprincipled  dynasty. 

What  is  a  greater  piece  of  sophistry,  than  St.  PauPs  article  about  faith?  And  yet 
the  world  is  required,  on  such  faith,  to  bow  to  the  peculiar  bibles  of  the  priestocracy. 

The  earth  shall  dissolve,  and  the  elements  melt  w^ith  fervent  heat,  as  much  impeach 
omnipotence  as  omniscience  in  God's  repenting  of  having  created  roan. 

Peter,  or  his  representative  author,  was  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  science, 
much  less  of  things  that  inspired  minds  should  hav«.  He  was  a  fanatic,  one  of  the 
confederate  priestocracy.     How  shall  the  pretenders  dispose  of  the  atmosphere  ? 

The  oxygen  is  a  supporter  of  the  combustion,  the  balance  are  not  eombustible.  But 
nil  nonsense  and  humbuggery  are  possible  with  the  priestocracy. 

Was  Peter  a  chemist  ?  He  was  more  of  a  fanatic.  It  was  in  the  crucible  of  tbe 
priestocracy,  that  all  these  things  were  possible.  They  could  make  «  caricature  of  God 
and  creation,  and  all  such  dispensation  had  to  be  destroyed.  Some  affect  that  much  of 
the  bible  is  figures  and  metaphors,  but  in  the  sophists'  chancery  they  carry  these  figures 
too  high,  these  metaphors  too  boldly.     They  miss  a  figure,  and  condemn  themselves. 

Destroy  this  earth,  and  you  invade  the  universe,  and  all  the  conservative  principles 
of  the  Creator.  It  is  time  that  the  world  had  waked  up  from  the  desecratiom  of  aU 
such  affiliations. 
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Priestocracy  has  thrown  around  it  its  superstitious  mantles,  so  much  that  the  people 
are  afraid  to  look  in,  like  the  tabernacle  superstition  of  Moses,  &c, 

Paul  was  the  worst  of  sophists  and  impostors,  who  supported  the  miserable  humbug. 
As  much  as  you  adopt  Chribt,  so  much  you  remove  yourself  from  God.  The  raessiah 
is  only  the  shadow,  will  you  take  that  for  the  substance,  God?  The  people  did  not 
know  the  month,  nor  the  year  of  Christ^s  birth. 

The  two  dispensations  comprehend  the  afier-thoughts  of  mind,  not  the  fore-thoughU 
of  God,  who  is  not  identified  with  either,  as  he  is  the  creator  of  mind  that  looks  at  prin- 
ciples,  not  sectarian  false  doctrines  utterly  impracticable. 

Was  not  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  destroyed  by  Titus,  long  before  the  scene  of  the 
drama  of  Christ  was  laid  ?  How  easy  was  it,  to  have  it  Christ's  prophecy  antedated ! 
It  does  not  matter  whether  it  was  after  or  before,  as  \%^  have  convicted  this  character 
so  often.  Had  the  christian  been  the  true  faith,  the  world  could  not  have  been  kept 
back  at  all,  by  no  force  or  stratagem.  Principles  will  exclude  the  idea,  of  mastery  of 
any  christ.  "  Search  the  Scriptures,"  is  invalid,  for  they  are  false  and  do  not  compre- 
hend the  snbjcct.  The  justice  of  penalty  cannot  be  liquidated  by  vicarious  blood.  That 
is  impossible  in  the  court  of  the  God  of  the  universe,  however  it  may  be  ascribed  to  the 
peculiar  god  of  a  peculiar  people.     It  was  of  course,  only  a  peculiar  mind-facture. 

To  accomplish  any  other  than  a  universal  system,  is  to  advance  man's,  and  make  a^ 
peculiar  system  of  gods. 

If  the  peculiar  god  consent  to  a  bloody,  systematic  murder  and  adultery,  both  impos- 
sibilities with  the  God  of  the  universe,  all  the  perpetrators  commit  a  blasphemy  in 
ascribing  such  to  the  creator,  and  a  base  libel  on  his  attributes,  revolting  and  disgusting 
to  his  principles.  But  if  Christianity  be  the  cause  of  arts  and  sciences  flourishing,  how 
comes  it  that  we  are  not  indebted  to  it  for  all  the  inventions  and  discoveries  of  the 
ancients  ? 

Its  head  robs  God  of  his  functions,  and  its  advocates  rob  mind  of  its  attributes.  The 
Egyptians  and  Chaldeans  taught  the  Greeks  Pythagoras,  Thales,  &c.,  astrononi). 
That  state  of  science,  proves  them  far  before  the  Jews  every  way. 

As  to  new  birth  or  regeneration,  that  is  not  original,  but  belongs  to  the  Brahmins  of 
an  older  date.  It  is  inadmissible  in  any  peculiar  faith.  The  master  has  to  submit  to 
principles,  that  he  was  to  operate  with. 

He  traded  on  the  capital  he  found,  and  that  is  the  province  of  a  mortal.  A  God 
creates.  All  this  is  no  more  than  myth — mythology  varied — mystified  by  man — in  deep 
insidious  collusion — ^so  Mosaic,  that  you  do  not  know  how  or  when  it  is  done. 

But  the  ancient  was  not  Christianity  in  the  crusades  ? 

The  modern  is  a  suicidal,  subversive  of  all  that  is  true.  It  visits  continents  with  mili- 
tary prowess,  and  extracts  conquests  and  dominion  over  man  and  country,  while  it 
defends  the  union  of  church  and  state  at  home,  and  alienates  the  rights  of  citizens, 
because  not  of  court  faith.  This  doctrine  teaches  intoleration  to  those  of  different 
opinion,  but  for  mind  rationalized.  It  plants  conquest  in  America,  slavery  upon  Africa* 
poison  in  China,  and  extensive  dominion  in  Asia.  The  actors  are  countries  coveted  by 
Christianity.  With  the  bible  it  gives  wars,  takes  away  the  strength  and  beauty  of  coo- 
tinents,  debases  mind,  which  it  deceives  and  betrays. 

But  there  must  be  pious  frauds  practiced,  by  nations  as  individuals.  But  conscience 
is  easy,  for  the  piety  of  God's  service,  alias  the  priestocracy 's. 

They  were  the  gods  :  it  is  polytheism  of  men. 

W^ho  will  adopt  th?  base  actions  of  the  world,  sophisticated  as  they  are  ?  Where 
there  has  been  an  inquisition  to  force  it,  wars  for  centuries  to  uphold  it,  kingly  and  im- 
perial power  to  sustain  it.  Insidious  have  been  its  enactments.  This  business  will  not 
stand  the  fair  investigation  of  honest  intelligence. 

Christians  are  vindictive,  they  forsvt'ear  for  each  other,  and  expel  numbers  on  trivial 
grounds,  and  retain  others  that  are  unworthy  members  of  society.  They  go  more  for 
previous  standing,  than  present  impropriety. 

Socrates  died  like  a  man,  but  Jesus  Christ  like  a  blasphemous  culprit.  But  no  great 
institution  of  learning,  for  fifty  years  has  flourished,  without  the  influence  of  Christianity. 
Where  are  all  the  Mahometans,  Jews  or  Chinese,  the  last  of  whom  constitute  nearly 
one-third  of  all  the  world?  Is  not  the  balance  on  the  side  of  a  large  majority? 
W^hat  produced  our  republican  revolution,  that  will  bury  all  pagan  idolatry  at  the 
feet  of  monotheism  ?  Mind ;  certainly  not  Christianity,  whose  church  was  in  union  with 
the  state  of  Britain,  with  some  honorable  exceptions  on  the  side  of  mind.  What  doei 
the  world  need  of  non-resistance,  that  will  not  suit  for  man  nor  woman,  for  fortitude  or 
•hastity. 

Non-resistance  will  not  answer  at  all  for  the  world,  as  conservatism  must  nreserve 
all  by  constittttioDal  principles.     Christians  only  have  the  peculiar  god  of  Judaion, 
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involved  with  their  peculiar  god.  But  do  we  think  Christ  a  master  moralist  ?  We  do 
not,  for  he  was  a  bitter  and  decided  sectarian,  drawing  the  sword  instead  of  promoting 
peace,  setting  the  family  at  variance,  and  deranging  God's  religion,  by  telling  us  that 
if  his  faith  doctrine  was  not  believed,  that  the  unbeliever  should  be  damned.  What 
principles  are  in  that  position  ? 

Principle,  is  the  only  safe  position.  But  as  he  could  not  be  a  God,  for  ho  was  born, 
lived  and  died  a  mortal,  and  blasphemous  at  that,  an  impostor  on  the  world,  he  was 
necessarily  a  perjurer. 

An  apostate  to  God  is  he  who  docs  not  recognise  his  exclusive  unity,  where  he  has 
the  power  of  analysis. 

A  rational  being  needs  rational  religion,  the  highest  rational  duty  to  ratioaal  society 
of  a  rational  world,  for  a  rational  God.     Was  Christ  then  a  rational  being? 

Gratitude  is  one  of  the  noblest  attributes  of  the  human  mind  or  character,  to  be  esti- 
mated by  action.  Did  Christ  duly  exercise  it  towards  his  creator,  when  he  or  his 
pretenders  assumed  for  him  the  regency  1 

Was  he  a  faithful  patriot,  leading  his  country  or  the  world  to  God  by  principle,  when 
he  dictated  by  selfishness,  and  commanded  by  credulity  ? 

We  can  only  take  the  whole  story  of  Christ,  on  analysis  of  representation. 

Is  it  certain,  that  Christianity  furnishes  supreme  excellence? 

What  is  its  moral  influence  ?'  What  can  the  world  do  without  it?  What  was  the 
world  thousands  of  years  anterior  to  it?  Godeould  not  in  justice  to  mankind,  preceding 
the  time  of  the  man  Christ,  have  established  messiahship,  unless  he  had  after-thoughts, 
a  thing  impossible— nor  could  he  in  justice  to  himself  permit  innocent  blood  to  be  shed 
for  the  guilty,  for  that  causes  him  to  participate  in  murder,  «a  inconsistency  with 
himself. 

But  Christ  was  a  God :  so  much  the  worse. 

Science  is  aimed  to  be  scowled  at  by  peculiar  faith  people,  as  subversive  of  their 
plans.  Partial  success  is  all  that  any  peculiar  faith  can  ever  claim,  and  that  proves 
nothing  essential  for  christians,  as  the  Mahometans  have  140  millions,  also  victorious 
they  have  been  over  the  Christians  and  Brahmins.  But  various  have  been  the  muta- 
tions of  war,  dependent  on  mind-skill,  not  peculiar  faith.  The  christians  have  con- 
<^uered  much  of  Asia,  where  the  Mahometan  and  Brahmin  abide. 

Christianity  was  provincial  at  first,  then  world  travelling,  being  indebted  to  the  union 
of  state,  both  of  which  refer  to  mind.  Instead  of  pardon  of  sins,  in  seeking  an  inter- 
cessor, we  commit  the  most  awful  blasphemy  in  such  faith. 

When  we  leave  creation,  we  leave  the  functions  of  the  God  of  nature,  and  when  we 
speak  of  begetting,  we  at  once  speak  of  the  functions  of  creatures  clearly  proved.  Ali 
this  debits  God  instead  of  giving  him  an  elevated  credit  for  creation,  and  stultifies 
credulous  man.  The  slow  progress  of  Christianity,  proves  its  head  a  mortal.  The 
man-worship  and  messiahship  of  Christ,  are  in  the  way  of  due  devotion  to  God. 

God  created,  not  begat  the  universe  ;  the  science  of  physiology  sets  right  the  stupid 
blasphemers.     We  can  only  have  right  and  justice,  by  wisdom,  truth  and  science. 

Can  the  birth  day  of  Christ  be  designated,  a  day  most  remarkable  of  alt  others.  Can 
even  the  month  ?  Still  worse,  can  even  the  year?  This  proves  most  conclusively  the 
deepest  imposition  and  fraud  on  the  world.  The  only  way  whereby  man  can  be  saved, 
is  certainly  not  by  that,  not  worth  a  thought  beyond  its  analysis. 

It  is  only  by  the  right  action  of  mind,  tli rough  the  grace  of  the  Creator.  Christ 
never  took  away  sin.  There  can  be  no  propitiation  by  blood,  only  by  mind.  There 
can  be  no  other  principle,  as  the  analysis  of  mind  discloses.  There  is  no  definite  pro- 
phecy of  Isaiah  about  Christ,  nor  can  Matthew  appropriate  it.  The  right  functions  of 
time  preclude  prophecy.  AH  creation  is  on  rational  principles ;  all  that  mind  does  then 
and  recognises,  is  rational,  and  has  to  look  to  rational  ways.  It  is  a  fine  thing  that  the 
means  have  not  been  in  proportion  to  the  ambition  of  the  enterprise.  Christ,  as  created 
a  creature,  hod  no  power  above  a  mortal,  as  his  birth,  life  and  death,  prove.  No  special 
mission  on  earth,  in  lieu  of  the  universe,  avails,  and  Christ  could  only  speak  of  an  indi- 
vidual mission,  as  he  was  individualized  to  time,  locality,  or  theatre.  This  reduces 
him  most  clearly  and  conclusively,  to  the  state  analogous  to  what  all  souls  have  by 
creation  ri^ht,  to  which  the  christian  faith  is  in  antagonism. 

The  christian  faith  is  in  antagonism  with  that  of  Judaism.  How  is  this,  if  the  last 
was  right?  If  not  right,  how  can  christian  faith,  that  assumes  to  be  founded  thereon, 
be  right  ?  The  proposition  is  too  clear  to  be  mistaken.  If  Judaism  were  ever  right,  it 
in  so  now  ;  but  if  false  now,  it  was  always  false.  The  proposition  is  undeniable,  conse- 
^nenUy  all  its  false  positions  are  inherited  by  its  oflTsprin^,  Christianity,  Mahometanism, 
and  Mfonnonism,  and  they  are  in  antagonism  to  all  that  is  Judaism.  The  sophistry  of 
three  in  one,  thai  trinity  is  unity,  is  hardly  a  remove  from  the  first  step  of  ignorance 
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of  mind,  and  certainly  bespeaks  the  lowest  state  of  sophistry.  It  proTes  the  perjaiy  of 
undeyeloped  mind  very  verdant,  but  would  if  it  could.  It  took  the  sophistry  of  priesV- 
ocracy  to  invent,  and  the  tyranny  of  the  imperial  people  at  Rome  to  impose,  the  chris- 
tian faith  on  the  world. 

If  Christ  advanced  new  principles,  he  proved  himself  a  God ;  as  he  did  not,  ihe 
failure  proves  him  worse  than  man,  as  he  was  an  impostor,  and  it  proves  the  Creator 
supreme  and  sublime  in  unity,  and  in  supremacy  most  adequate. 

Martyrs  are  cited  as  dying,  for  love  of  Christ.  Millions  have  died  fur  other  chrisu 
and  messiahs,  so  that  martyrdom  is  no  test  of  true  faith  or  pure  religion. 

Of  what  benefit  is  Christ  to  us  in  the  latter  days  ;  he  is  an  after-lhought.  No,  he  is 
assumed  to  be  from  the  foundation.  That  cannot  stand,  for  there  is  no  foundatioD  to 
that  assertion.  The  very  books  that  give  it,  are  not  proved  at  all,  and  ere  they  Ip, 
no  such  assertion  is  worth  anything  with  honest  or  sound  truthful  minds.  People  Diu::t 
gullible,  go  for  popularity,  not  the  test  of  merit  and  principles,  for  the  master,  uol  prin- 
ciples.    The  defect  of  the  evangelists,  or  those  who  wrote  for  them,  leaves  a  folly. 

Christ's  birth-day  is  unknown  !  Whatl  The  peculiar  heavens  would  have  the  bip; 
earth  and  mortals  could  not  mistake  it.  The  poly  theists  make  God  only  part  of  a  Uud. 
a  very  small  part ;  the  trinitarians  only  make  him  one-third  of  a  God.  The  two  aiiri- 
butes,  the  Holy  Ghost  and  Christ,  being  absent,  how  then  did  he  act,  when  they  i^ere 
on  earth  1  If  they  have  to  go  to  the  rest  of  the  universe,  for  if  God  be  imperfect  id 
this  world,  he  is  so  in  all  necessarily,  how  then  is  this  difficulty  to  be  surmount^  1  God 
cannot  be  a  perfect  being,  when  he  has  others  to  assist  him  in  his  attributes.  Of  course 
he  lacks  those  attributes  that  they  have  to  fulfil.  The  reason  of  the  second  covenant 
was  from  the  defect  of  the  first,  that  reflects  its  defective  paternity  upon  all  its  progeny. 
The  peculiarity  of  that  matter  begets  its  like.  All  are  peculiar,  and  all  are  defective, 
from  that  defective  peculiarity,  most  certainly. 

If  real  deism  or  monotheism  had  been  known  to  the  ancient  world,  we  should  now  be 
more  exempt  from  the  foul  corruptions  of  Judaism,  as  God  does  not  beget,  but  create; 
then  all  are  his  creatures,  and  Christ  is  no  more  than  the  balance  of  mortals,  and  di- 
rectly proved  this  by  showing  his  mortality. 

What  did  he  do  1  He  left  the  world  worse  than  he  found  it,  for  he  proves  that  a 
majority  has  been  decidedly  against  him  all  the  time.  In  old  times,  when  the  mass  wa& 
ignorant,  the  cunning  impostors  had  to  resort  to  stratagem,  ventriloquism,  hand-jugglerv, 
&c.,  to  maintain  their  doctrines,  but  all  such  pretences  as  these  are  mind-juggleries, 
downright  falsehoods,  stories. 

You  claim,  by  excellence,  to  be  above  and  separate  from  the  world.  By  what?  On 
the  merits  of  a  redeemer !  Why  nqt  say  the  truth— on  the  false  pretences  of  mortals? 
A  man  or  mortal  savior  bespeaks  his  false  position.  The  error  in  some  church  mem- 
bers is  thinking  themselves  above  the  world.  All  are  of  the  human  family,  and  can 
only  sin  the  least.     Their  very  position  is  very  sinful,  and  should  be  repented  of. 

Christ  was  intolerant  to  the  Pharisees  and  Jews,  like  all  sectarians.  Joseph  or  any 
other  half-witted  cuckold,  may  have  had  hundreds  of  dreams  about  tlieir  faitliless  spouiOr 
but  it  would  be  visionary  in  any  mind  to  believe  it. 

John,  ch.  viii.,  v.  69  :  "  But  Jesus  hid  himself."  What  an  idea  of  a  God,  as  Jcsos 
running  away.  John,  ch.  x.,  v.  39  :  "  Therefore  they  sought  again  to  take  him ;  but  he 
escaped  out  of  their  hand."  How  was  the  world  saved,  anterior  to  Christ,  which  koew 
not  of  him  ?  No  faith  will  do  it,  for  faith  could  not  exist  independent  of  tlie  knowledge 
of  the  fact.    All  this  is  falsehood  !  perjury. 

Christ  was  a  great  reformer,  as  the  bible  pretends,  but  on  the  whole  analysis,  be  is 
defiled  with  sectarianism  ;  thus  now  we  write  it  out,  after  a  better  comprehensiTe 
analysis  on  our  own  minds,  not  relying  on  the  defective  analysis  of  the  deepest  intere rfed 
priestocracy.  Why  was  not  the  resurrection  of  Christ  before  tljc  whole  world,  which 
was  to  be  thereby  benefited  ?  Because  his  mission  is  an  after-thought ;  God  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  Bad,  wicked  men,  had,  and  no  one  else.  Bad  despotic  uorid- 
rules,  show  the  reason  for  such  fooleries.  This  miserable  idea  is  bandied  about  by  fieak- 
minded  people,  to  disturb  old  imbecile  men,  weak  women,  and  children.  The  poor 
patient  is  not  permitted  to  die  in  peace,  but  his  mind  is  tortured,  and  he  is  nearly  de- 
ranged about  this  matter  that  has  nut  the  base  of  satisfaction.  But  what  essential  pn)«>' 
of  Christ's  resurrection  is  before  the  world  of  cotemporary  authors  ?  Do  Pliny  o^ 
Seneca,  the  greatest  philosophers  of  those  days,  mention  the  dsrkness? 

But  it  is  claimed  by  men,  assuming  to  have  been  deists,  that  *^  Celsus,  Thallus,  Phle- 
gon,  Origen,  Eusebius,  Tertullian  and  others,  some  of  them  christians  and  some  of  ll'^m 
pagans,  do,"  and  they  blame  the  author.  Gibbon,  for  adverting  to  the  silence  of  Pliny 
and  Seneca.  But  one  observation  will  sufHce.  Were  any  of  these  men  cotemporaries  ? 
All  that  is  advanced  must  relate  most  powerfully  to  that  point.    Constantine,  with 
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perjury  in  his  mouth,  carried  the  sword  in  one  hand,  and  the  cross  in  the  other,  under 
the  banner  of  which  Popes  and  their  adherents  have  granted  dispensations,  for  the  con- 
quest of  the  non-christian  world,  a  few  centuries  back!  Could  there  be  a  baser  system 
of  piracy  perpetrated,  on  the  world  and  mind  ? 

M  hat  is  trinity  1  An  impossibility,  or  what  is  incompatible  with  reason.  Three 
bo<]ies  cannot  exist  in  one  and  the  same  space,  at  the  same  time,  the  one  omnipotent, 
th(^  frecond  local,  and  third  imaginary. 

God.  as  immutable,  manifests  himself  uniformly  now  as  previously.  There  is  no 
chnnge;  all  else  is  mere  false  pretence. 

God  is  not  a  personal  being,  because  his  function  pertains  to  the  universe,  which  pre- 
iTixses  unity  of  being  and  principles,  that  necessarily  impeach  all  bibles  of  tradition.  We 
fTit  against  the  errors  of  the  ignorant,  as  well  as  the  false  pretences  of  the  criminal. 
Plurality  in  the  godhead,  so  far  from  being  rational,  cannot  be  reconciled  to  reason, 
sound,  faithful,  truthful,  honest  sense. 

Christ's  words  are  nothing  at  all,  when  his  actions,  birth,  life  and  death,  prove  him 
th€t  merest  mortal.  Christ  was  a  selfish  sectarian  ;  he  could  only  have  been  a  ration- 
alist to  have  been  right,  but  he  fell  by  the  ignorance  and  vices  of  the  times,  far  below 
rationalism. 

Had  Christ  been  a  rationalist,  he  could  have  abundantly  censured  Judaism,  one  of  the 
peMs  of  sectarianism,  and  might  have  asserted  the  proper  position  witliout  one  iota  of 
reference  to  the  old  or  new  bible  of  tradition.  He  might  have  had  it  in  his  power  as 
the  greatest  reformer,  to  have  carried  through  the  world's  reformation  on  rational  prin- 
cipleH,  but  he  missed  all  by  the  worst  of  errors,  his  own  sectariani&m. 

Christ  was  the  greatest  of  sectarians,  as  he  was  granted  to  have  had  the  greatest 
jK>wer.     He  sowed  the  seeds  of  evil,  by  his  sectarianism. 

Trinity  is  the  last  relic  of  polytheism  and  sectarianism,  destroys  all  the  divinity  of  Christ. 

Christianity  is  man  and  bible  worship,  pagan  idolatry ;  that  is  the  way  to  tell  it ! 
Our  opinion  was  favorably  inclined,  as  previously  recorded,  but  the  comprehension  of 
I  he  wh<de  subject  decides  the  question  satisfactorily  against  any  true  expounder  of  reli- 
ction when  identified  with  sectarianism. 

Mark  gives  us  the  recital  of  (yhrist's  commission  to  his  disciples,  which  completely 
disproves  his  divine  mission.  Ch.  xvi.  v.  17.  "And  these  signs  shall  follow  them 
that  l>elieve."  One  of  two  prr)ijositions  necessarily  follow,  either  that  Christ  or  his 
helH'vers  are  false,  and  what  is  inextricable  for  the  poor  dupes,  christians,  their  position 
irf  false  altogether,  the  rebuke  from  God's  word.  If  the  position  were  divine,  it  would 
\ic  omnipresent  wherever  mind  is ;  there  would  be  the  elements  of  the  christian  faith  ; 
but  it  requires  a  mission  that  necessarily  kills  the  whole.  When  we  analyze  the 
nntiire  of  mind  and  its  duties,  we  find  conclusively  that  it  is  not  the  book  that  con- 
vint^es,  but  it  is  the  actor,  God.  His  deeds  are  necessary  for  all  cases.  Christ^s  doc- 
trine so  far  from  being  a  perfect  religion,  is  no  religion  at  all. 

Is  this  true,  Mark  xvi.  v.  20  :  "  They  went  forth  and  preached  everywhere  ?"  Did 
they  preach  in  America  ?  What  good  scholar  is  not  thoroughly  convinced,  that  this  is 
all  false?  But  as  to  Chrisfs  locality  on  this  one  earth,  being  objectionable,  there  might 
have  been  duplicates  on  other  globes.  That  implies  an  Almighty  power,  that  is  not  to 
l>e  delegated  for  the  plainest  and  justest  of  reasons,  as  all  can  be  comprehended  by 
<;od's  way.  Man^s  is  a  botch  of  after-thoughts,  all  the  time.  The  christian  faith  had 
prevailed  for  nearly  fifteen  centuries  on  the  old  continent,  and  might  liave  continued  for 
as  many  more,  but  for  mind  that  burst  asunder  the  prison-l)ars  of  ignorance.  O  Chris- 
tianity, then  was  your  time  for  glory.  Columbus  stands  before  all  such  intellectually, 
^hat  Socrates  does  morally.  And  yet  Christianity  has  assumed  the  guardianship  of 
science  and  art,  genius  and  discovery.  What  intelligent,  honest  mind,  can  believe 
this  ?     Christianity  is  a  prostitution  of  mind  that  thus  loses  its  dignity. 

Who  were  the  council  men  ?     **  Frail  and  fallible.'^ 

And  ^ho  empowered  them,  to  make  and  impose  canons  for  the  world?  Were 
rational  mind,  education,  and  religion,  properly  represented? 

Constantine  and  other  christian  emperors,  are  said  to  have  had  the  writings  of  Por- 
phyry against  Christianity  destroyed.  After  all,  Christ  was  the  reformer  of  secta- 
rianism, that  gives  him  at  the  liest  only  mortal  existence  and  fame.  Men's  minds  were 
DOt  elevated  to  the  demands  of  the  case. 

One  language  that  could  have  been  universal  to  the  Apostles,  to  teach  the  world, 
wotdd  have  benefited  them.  Was  this  bestowed  by  (Christ,  when  he  did  not  possess 
this  himself?  God  Almighty  has  proved  himself  by  such,  which  excludes  '*  the  prince 
of  the  |>ower  of  the  air.*^  But  not  so  they  who  give  fiction,  what  does  not  belong  to 
any  but  God.  What  has  not  been  vitiated  by  the  peculiar  code  of  peculiar  faith? 
Having  vitiated  Josephus,  where  would  they  stop  ? 
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It  is  remarkable  that  Josephus  did  not  write  of  Jesus,  of  whoin,  if  so  celebrated,  be 
as  the  whole  world  would,  if  he  bad  lived  in  the  age  claimed.  As  there  is  do  genuioe 
document  by  Josephus,  the  world  must  give  up  the  imposition. 

Call  you  Christianity  a  defender  of  science,  a  friend  to  mind,  when  it  excludes  reli- 
gion 1  When  it  asserts  that  those  who  read  must  not  doubt,  as  those  that  doubt  will  be 
damned !  Is  this  less  tyrannical  on  mind,  than  any  ukase  issued  by  the  most  despotic 
emperor  ?  Is  an  honest  disbelief  in  matters  not  and  never  proved,  not  possible  to  be 
proved,  worse  than  a  hypocritical  or  senseless  belief?  What  virtue  is  there  in  all  such 
faith  1  Christ,  a  God  ?  It  is  incompatible  with  God  to  abide  on  earth,  most  incon- 
sistent with  his  functions.  God  would  not  let  mind  mistake  that,  if  it  had  been  a  mis- 
sion.    Its  end  proved  itself,  a  blasphemous  imposition. 

Which  of  the  four  gospel  writers  is  right  1  Two  most  essentially  clash  with  each 
other,  and  all  disagree  with  truth.  They  have  written  falsely  ;  Christ  could  not  carry 
through  his  own  doctrines  on  account  of  sectarianism,  by  which  he  clearly  lost  his  lil>. 
or  was  victimized.  Of  course,  he  had  no  one  to  blame  but  himself.  And  this  is  the 
reason  on  truthful  analysis,  that  his  followers  were  in  antagonism  to  the  world,  having 
the  identity  of  vitiation.  What  is  called  martyrdom,  results  from  the  persecution  of 
sectarianism  of  peculiar  faith. 

In  tracing  the  lineage  of  Christ  from  David,  the  pretenders  and  advocates  of  such, 
aek  the  people  to  be  fools,  to  believe  the  very  first  item. 

Constantine  had  copies  of  the  scriptures  multiplied  at  the  expense  of  the  imperial 
treasury. 

He  was  smuggler  general  to  this  mighty  fund  of  bigotry,  and  has  left  a  potent  curse 
of  absolutism. 

Christ  could  not  have  been  very  wise  to  go  for  sectarianism,  that  is  necessarily  tem- 
porary. 

His  sectarianism,  it  is  true,  was  the  roost  elaborate  of  all  others.  Now  all  action  on 
principle,  will  redound  to  the  world^s  dignity  and  happiness. 

If  Christ  could  not  institute  any  new  principles,  he  could  not  originate  any  new  func- 
tions. 

Then  he  had  no  divine  function,  conclusively  proving  himself  a  mortal,  and  neces* 
sarily  an  impostor. 

W  hat  he  taught  was  incompatible,  which  solves  the  main  question,  that  he  was  mor- 
tal. Christ  was  ambitious,  vain  and  egotistical,  reckless  of  truth.  Matthew,  ch.  xiii. 
V.  68,  "  He  did  not  many  mighty  works  then,  because  of  their  unbelief,"  That  ^as 
the  very  reason,  he  should  have  convinced  them.  Matthew,  xxi.  22,  "All  things 
whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer,  believing,  it  shall  be  done." 

Is  this  honorable  troth  ?     What  pitiful  dramatists! 

The  people  of  Palestine  did  many  things  incompatible  with  rational  principles,  accord- 
ing to  Josephus,  who  in  his  Antiq.,  1.  xix.  c.  8,  sec.  2.  '^They  called  him  (Herod) » 
God." 

But  what  will  the  world  do  for  redemption  of  its  sins,  for  justification  by  Chrisfs 
blood  1  That  position  involves  murder  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  even  of  the  lalfst 
posterity  adopting.  W'ho  wishes  to  l>e  involved  in  such  criminal  participation,  vhes 
the  bountiful  grace  of  God  Almighty  is  the  sustenance  of  the  universe  ? 

We  have  two  points  among  many  that  pull  down  Chrisl^s  mortality,  his  sectarianism, 
that  could  not  possibly  be  of  God.  Christ  could  not  originate  any  principles,  therefore 
all  the  work  had  been  done  perfect  at  first,  as  premised  by  God's  forethought;  n«\\,  ^^ 
will  defy  the  world  to  prove  the  least  necessity  of  Christ's  mission,  when  he  would  not 
originate  a  single  principle,  consequently  the  Almighty  had  premised  all  practicable. 
No  two  persons,  let  alone  nations,  can  clash  on  principles  that  are  truth  and  fart, 
which  bespeak  mnch  sublimer  ground  than  paesiveness  under  aggression,  turning  ths 
second  cheek,  and  non-resistance.  Christ  as  divine  claimed  of  God,  should  be 
divinely  inspired  when  he  says,  "  That  the  stars  shall  fall  from  heaven :"  docs  he 
speak  right  ? 

John  vi.,  66.  "  From  that  time  many  of  his  disciples  went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
with  him."  If  we  wished  any  direct  proof  of  Christ's  mortality,  we  could  not  have 
gotten  one  more  direct.  If  he.  with  all  his  preiended  miracles,  conld  not  retain,  but 
lost  many  of  his  own  disciples,  who  turned  away  from  him,  how  could  it  be  expected 
that  the  world  since  would  follow  him?  How  shall  it  be  with  his  representatives,  ^ho 
have  not  the  works  of  the  signs  with  them  1  These  many  disciples  must  have  best 
known  him,  and  therefore  left  him.  His  own  prophecjr  in  Mark  proves  him  a  pitiful 
perjurer.  But  how  about  passive  obedience  1  That  is  most'  objectionable.  How  ? 
As  it  does  not  promote  the  dignity  and  elevation  of  character.  The  adoption  of  prin- 
ciples promotes  the  world's  satisfaction  and  happiness, — short  of  that  social  relations 
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cannot  be  maintained.  Is  it  possible  for  two  persons  of  principles  to  clash  ?  JNo.  If 
they  do,  both  may  be,  but  one  is  certainly  wrong.  Before  two  individuals  or  two 
nations  fall  out,  it  becomes  them,  as  rational  beings  or  representatives  of  rational  society, 
to  analyze  and  correct  on  that  analysis. 

The  world  will  never  be  civilized,  till  it  fully  adopts  principles.  Who,  then,  gave' 
Christ  his  commission  ?  God.  What,  in  antagonism  to  self  1  What  an  idea  of  a 
redeemer  proceeding  from  a  mortal,  sinful  woman,  both  of  whom  partook  of  the  common 
lot  of  humanity  in  all  the  just  relations  of  physiology.  The  woman  partook  of  her 
sinful  earthly  attributes,  by  all  the  principles  of  physiology,  and  her  oflspring  was  of  • 
the  same  character.  The  fact  of  the  impostors  offering  the  genealogy  of  Joseph,  that 
is  totally  inapplicable  to  Christ,  in  their  absurd  notions,  proves  that  they  must  have  had 
misgivings  of  the  position.  All  shame  and  sense  must  have  fled  them,  else  they  never 
couJd  have  offered,  as  Matthew  is  made  to  say,  the  most  absurd  tale  of  a  case  transpired 
centuries  before,  for  that  event.  How,  then,  could  sinful  human  nature,  as  is  clearly 
proved,  be  a  propitiation  for  what  human  nature  could  never  command.  All  is  incom- 
patible as  mortal,  all  is  impossible  as  sinful. 

A  man  bad  better  never  say  one  word,  if  it  be  attended  with  such  sophistry  and 
perjury,  that  attend  all  bibles  of  tradition  in  origin  and  advocacy. 

The  last  dispensation  abrogates  the  first !  The  abrogations  of  dispensations  conclu- 
sively prove  their  falsity,  and  identify  them  as  man's.  They  are  all  false  pretences. 
To  make  a  messiah,  prophet,  miracle  or  mystery-monger,  you 'diminish  God  more  than 
the  universe  gains.  What  can  the  stupid  dolts  expect  to  gain  ?  Horrible  would  that 
day  be,  when  expiation  by  blood  could  be  made !  It  would  be  the  bloodiest  and  blackest 
of  all  dark  days. 

Christ  had  no  commission  most  positively,  as  he  had  originated  no  principles,  If  yon 
meddle  with  this  subject  at  all,  you  may  just  hold  yourself  prepared  to  hear  strange 
questions,  for  the  world  will  ask  you,  if  you  actually  believe  in  a  God  ?  Yes,  you  will 
tell  them,  as  religion  prompts  you  sincerely  in  knowledge  through  science,  and  that  you 
can  believe  in  nothing  else.     Then  it  is  mystery  to  them. 

They  believe  a  part  of  the  bible,  as  far  as  meets  their  notions  and  their  faith.  All 
this  is  abominable.  Mind  has  nothing  to  do  with  notions  or  faith,  or  its  falsities,  when 
exact  science  bespeaks  the  reality. 

Inspiration  speaks  through  exact  science,  and  answers  for  all  time,  never  caters  to 
the  false  taste  of  superstition,  ignorance  or  error. 

As  God  is  perfect  in  his  attributes,  no  other  can  show  a  commission  in  the  universe, 
as  such  can  originate  no  new  principles,  and  therefore  can  only  act  as  a  creature.  The 
foulest  and  blackest  ingratitude  and  blasphemy  are  perpetrated,  in  giving  away  any  of 
God's  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Why  is  it  that  Christ  is  offered  as  something  for  mind,  when  the  most  rational  being 
must  know  that  he  could  not  help  himself? 

The  fool-corrupt  priestocracy  were  the  blind  decoys. 

As  Christ  could  not  originate  new  principles  and  did  not  advocate  rational 
religion,  the  only  true  doctrine,  he  devised  sectarianism.  Christ  was  a  sectarian,  to 
have  the  mission  of  the  second  covenant  or  dispensation  as  was  pretended,  abrogating 
the  first. 

How  comes  it,  that  in  this  mighty  continent,  inhabited  by  so  many  Indians  who  com- 
prehended the  idea  of  the  Great  Spirit,  that  they  excluded,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
doctrine  of  the  trinity,  but  because  it  was  unreasonable,  irrational  to  the  unsophisticated 
minds  of  those  sons  of  the  forest  ?  Christ,  as  a  man,  might  have  been  a  reformer, 
restricted,  however,  to  sectarianism.  As  a  pretended  god,  he  was  a  blasphemous  im- 
postor. 

The  mission  of  Christ  is  predicated  on  the  assumed  imperfection  of  Deity !  most 
clearly  involving  the  crimes  of  adultery  and  murder.  Christianity  in  its  conception,  is 
involved  in  the  deepest  blasphemy,  the  basest  libels  on  God — nothing  short  of  it. 

Apart  from  false  feeling  and  self-delusion,  it  could  not  be  believed.  What  Christ  did 
then  was  only  the  result  of  mind.  His  brightest  thought  was  taken  from  men  who  had 
preceded  centuries  upon  centuries  in  the  East,  and  were  all  predicated  on  the  highest 
appreciation  of  social  relations. 

Confucius  had  used  the  sentiment  five  hundred  years  before  him,  and  this  doctrine  of 
his  canonical  writings,  he  acknowledges  having  copied  of  legislators,  his  predecessors 
for  centuries,  thus  proving  a  very  high  antiquity.  But  the  best  of  all  the  world  does 
not  constitute  religion,  the  consummation  of  principles. 

Do  YOU  prefer  the  trinity  to  God  ?  Take  away  the  bible,  and  what  would  the  world 
do  ?  It  Would  be  right  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  and  much  the  best  off  most  assuredly. 
Arts  and  sciences  fioorish  where  the  bible  does.   Does  their  whole  history ,  the  only  current 
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one,  inform  us  of  such  a  state  of  things  ?  For  what  was  the  noblest  science  of  astro- 
nomy perverted,  but  for  the  infamous  lying  of  that  book?  To  make  out  the  most  ex- 
traordinary miracles,  astronomy  was  subverted  by  Joshua  or  legend  writers,  awl  to 
keep  up  tlie  fraud,  science  was  corrupted  for  many  centuries,  and  men  of  science  were 
infamously  treated.  Pythagoras,  a  Grecian,  introduced  from  the  East  most  lamiabie 
views  of  astronomy  for  his  times  and  means.  This  was  subverted  by  Ptolemy,  and  the 
authority  of  the  Peripatetic  school  prevailed,  that  the  apparent  face  in  our  solar  sys- 
tem was  the  real  one.  How  came  the  last  to  have  such  a  hold  on  the  Christian  «o;ia 
for  so  many  centuries?  Where  was  the  bible  then,  to  correct  false  pretence  of  \\\c 
worst  kind  in  this  great  science  ?  No,  it  all  more  o^  less  conformed  to  the  notions  of 
these  bible  worthies,  and  the  world  might  have  slept  till  doomsday  thereon.  But  ihc 
son  of  mind  and  genius  awakes,  and  yet  the  mighty  Copernicus,  the  restorer  of  li.e 
Pythagorean  system,  in  place  of  an  hypothesis  founded  on  assumption,  witlibeld  la 
noble  system  that  gave  the  dawn  to  astronomical  science,  for  tliirty  years  afriui  u 
publish  before  the  world,  that  was  ingloriously  trammelled  by  the  false  pretences  of  the 
bible. 

Yes,  his  successor,  Galileo,  was  imprisoned,  bullied,  and  forced  to  recant  these  facts 
of  science ! 

Shame  upon  the  bible  advocates,  to  assume  the  guardianship  of  science,  when  tlifj 
cherished  hoary  error,  nurtured  in  the  priestocracy  school.  Here  then  is  a  sacriUce 
of  science  and  truth,  for  the  abomination  of  miracles  that  cannot  exist.  If  miracles 
are  so  false,  what  must  be  the  pretence  of  prophecies  that  are  identified?  Surely  liit-y 
are  equals.  Tell  us,  you  who  study  statistics,  how  many  millions  have  been  sacritirt-d 
to  these  horrible  tragedy  movers  ?  Tell  us  how  much  blood  and  treasure  of  llie  huuiaB 
race  their  pretension  has  cost  ? 

But  woman  is  told  to  look  on  this  triumph  of  civilization,  in  place  of  her  degraded 
condition,  especially  as  to  the  East,  where  the  light  of  the  gospel  is  not  heard,  or  ilva 
not  prevail.  No  thanks  to  the  gospel,  for  all  this  is  the  light  of  mind,  not  die  bible. 
In  the  East  there  is  a  plenty  of  analogous  gospels.  This  is  the  pure  capital  of  mind, 
that  is  made  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  for  the  world  under  the  supervision  of  Pro\t- 
dence.     Mind  is  the  agent  of  Deity. 

But  we  must  not  reject  the  overtures  of  mercy,  oflfcred  by  the  bible.  Whence  are 
they  ?     W'hat  commission  has  that  bible  ?     We  merely  require  its  pure  proof. 

We  must  adopt  the  path  of  safety.  Is  the  bible  essential,  or  is  God  ?  Where  do  »e 
find  God  ?     Not  in  the  bible.     That  is  the  peculiar  god. 

What  is  Christianity  of  itself?  An  existence  independent  ?  Not  an  iota.  It  is  due 
to  mind,  unfortunately  grossly  and  vulgarly  perverted.  How  modest  are  those,  thea, 
that  pretend  to  claim  all  that  is  intellectual  for  Christianity,  that  itself  has  not  just 
claims  for  its  own  existence!  When  tried  before  the  only  proper,  which  is  a  raLi(U.ai 
tribunal,  it  is  completely  reduced  to  a  perfect  absurdity.  Our  American  revolution  vas 
executed  on  the  principles  of  mind. 

The  reformation  itself  was  essentially  due  to  mind. 

What  did  the  world  gain  by  exchange  of  any  peculiar  faith,  only  as  mind  advanced 
from  the  inspiration  of  the  cave  to  that  of  the  bible,  the  bible  of  mind  ? 

Home  changed  her  pagan,  for  pagan-christian  idols.  What  better  proof  can  be  for- 
nished  by  Christianity  herself  than  her  ignoble  position  in  regard  to  the  crusades,  that 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years  spread  ruin  over  half  the  known  world?  What  sort  of 
arts  and  sciences  did  she  then  furnish,  but  those  of  butchery  and  fanaticism  1 

Is  this  civilization  of  the  world  ?  That  makes  life  as  agreeable  to  everybody,  all,  as 
practicable. 

But,  says  the  priestocracy,  what  of  the  ancient  Romans  or  Grecians  can  compare 
with  the  purity  of  Uie  morals  of  Christ,  especially  his  sermon  on  the  mount? 

That  sermon,  ascribed  to  Christ,  cannot  begin  to  compare  with  the  light  of  Godly 
principles.  I  have  no  doubt  such  sermon,  as  the  boast  of  the  book,  refers  to  the  pater- 
nity of  many  fathers,  who  toiled  at  it  for  many  a  long  year. 

Let  us  analyze  points,  some  of  which  have  been  previously  referred  to.  This  is  the 
sermon  of  sectarianism,  and  as  such  cannot  bear  the  searching  analysis  of  reli|rioD- 
Matt.  ch.  V.  17.  **  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  destroy  the  law,  or  the  prophets  :  I  am 
not  come  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil."  All  this  is  suicidal,  of  morals  or  religion,  when  Buch 
are  based  on  perjury,  as  already  proved.  The  next  verse  involves  him  in  a  still  vone 
category,  as  the  endorser.  The  morale  then  of  this  sermon  is  below  a  religious  stand- 
ard. Ch.  vi.  13.  "  And  lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  addressed  to  the  Almighty  Creator 
of  the  universe,  is  sacrilegious,  blasphemous  libel ;  addressed  to  the  peculiar  god  of  Ju* 
daish  provincialism,  is  false  pretence,  and  an  outrage  most  degrading  on  the  peo{de. 
24.  *'  No  man  can  serve  two  masters :  for  either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  lore  the 
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other ;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  love  God  and 
mammon.'"     Behold,  Christians,  the  truest  mirror  of  your  own  position. 

In  holding  to  God  the  creator,  rational  mind  despises  the  man-savior  ;  and  in  serving 
the  first,  mammun  or  Christ  must  be  unserved.  If  God  the  supreme  be  loved  as  appre- 
ciated, the  counterfeits  all  must  be  hated.  Ch.  vii.  II.  "For  this  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets."  Their  law  negatived  the  principles  of  God  by  sectarianism,  and  of  course 
were  ruled  out,  as  authority,  by  religion. 

Verse  15.  "  Beware  of  false  prophets,"  &c.  And  who  could  be  a  falser  prophet 
than  the  preacher,  the  most  demagogical  ?  21.  "  But  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven."  That  is,  as  expounded  by  this  rabid  sectarian,  his  mouth- 
piece pretended.  All  this  potently  and  certainly  reflect  the  priestocracy  dramatists. 
22.  *'  Many  will  say  to  me  on  that  day,  (that  decides  the  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,)  Lord,  have  we  not  prophecied  in  thy  name  1  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out 
devils?   and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works?" 

This  is  a  very  Jesuitical  piece  of  monkish  demagogism,  to  catch  the  verdant  world. 
This  is  very  low,  wagish  electioneering,  but  if  it  were  covered  with  the  darkness  that 
Moses  affected  to  mind-facture,  it  cannot  escape  due  analysis.  It  savors  of  the  very 
hot-bed  of  all  the  essence  of  priestocracy,  and  is  too  strong  for  a  pure  atmosphere.  No 
sir,  the  mount  sermon  is  surmounted  by  a  holier  and  purer  influence,  that  the  priestoc- 
racy regime  could  never  attain,  never  divine. 

All  their  oracles  cannot  survive,  in  its  presence.  All  such  bibles  are  the  work  of 
mind,  and  undeveloped  at  that ;  hereafter  those  of  rational  mind  must  take  precedence, 
so  far  as  the  last  are  highest  accredited  by  rational  religion. 

Isolated  cases  will  not  do,  however  fine  morals  are  presented.  The  mens  sibi  conscia 
recti,  of  Horace,  will  of  itself  furnish  a  splendid  exhibition  of  morals,  in  the  briefest 
space.  So  will  the  moral  speech  of  Confucius,  quoted  by  Christ  himself.  But  science 
and  philosophy  only  can  irradiate  refined  civilization.  And  do  not  overlook  that  the 
universe  was  all  the  time  under  God,  and  that  rational  mind  lives.  We  must  take  all 
Christ^s  history  and  its  bearings,  and  that  betrays  the  worst  sectarianism  and  blasphemy. 
Both  sides  ought  to  be  discussed.  As  it  is,  it  is  only  one-sided.  Sectarianism  killed 
off  Socrates,  but  Christ  killed  himself  off  by  his  own  sectarianism.  When  this  question 
is  analyzed,  we  have  to  recur  to  a  world-wide  morals,  that  a  liberal  discussion  will 
demonstrate  as  due  to  God  alone.  What  are  morals  but  .the  noblest  conservative  prin- 
ciples, exempt  from  sectarianism  ? 

The  unity  of  God  alone  cuts  out  this  detestable  blasphemy.  Why,  if  Christianity  be 
the  right  way,  the  true  one  of  mind,  that  the  unsophisticated  world  has  not  been  con- 
verted ?  It  is  said  that  the  warrior  Black  Hawk  remarked,  that  the  whites  showed  the 
path,  but  they  did  it  for  money. 

Mind  is  the  only  way  to  produce  progress,  and  its  evolution  is  like  the  stately  oak, 
the  monarch  of  the  forest. 

Where,  says  the  preacher,  do  we  find  all  the  blessings  of  life,  but  in  a  christian  land  ? 
Are  they  positively  due  to  Christianity?  Was  there  not  infidelity  al§o  prevalent?  Mo- 
notheism did  not  help  the  cause  ? 

W.as  not  the  immortal  author  of  the  declaration  of  independence,  an  infidel  ?  Was 
not  the  author  of  influences  leading  thereto,  a  pure  infidel  ?  Was  not  that  independence 
founded  in  opposition  to  a  government,  that  had  union  of  church  and  state,  the  very 
thing,  above  all  others,  the  most  to  be  deprecated  by  the  world? 

Yet  none  had  morals  but  Christianity.  Where  is  the  first  proof  of  all  that?  Had 
we  the  correct  history  of  the  past,  what  a  difierent  tale  would  be  told — as  that  mind 
had  furnished  a  harvest  for  excerption  in  the  world ;  that  patriotism  was  furnished 
by  several  nations,  especially  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Carthaginians — equal  to  any  of  the 
moderns.  Truth  is  furnished  by  some.  That  is  a  constituent  of  religion.  Was  it 
furnished  by  the  Jews  ?     Not  at  all,  though  it  is  the  first  of  religion. 

What  can  be  better  than  honesty  ?  Was  that  honesty,  to  pirate  the  country  of  peace- 
able citizens  ?  Their  peculiar  god  allowed  it,  but  not  the  God  of  the  universe,  whose 
code  of  morals  is  written  in  eternal  principles  of  justice,  not  in  blood,  gory  fanaticism, 
itnd  abominable  bigotry.  Can  the  Christian  and  Mahommedan  be  united?  That,  as 
all  other  unions  of  mankind,  is  a  chief  blessing. 

So  far  from  them,  that  the  Latin  and  Greek  churches  cannot  fraternize.  From  whom, 
christians,  did  you  get  your  idea  of  a  trinity  ?  Is  that  original,  or  did  you  borrow  it  of 
Plato,  or  of  the  oldest  Asiatics?  Bible  advocates  condemn  philosophy  as  to  their  creed, 
and  yet  how  many  ideas  have  they  not  borrowed  of  several  so-called  philosophers,  as 
Plato,  or  those  that  he  borrowed  from  ? 

The  predecessors  of  Pythagoras  had  a  sublime  idea  of  astronomy,  and  that  teaches 
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the  idea  of  the  Great  First  Cause,  and  this  teaches  to  look  at  the  universe  as  eaoM 
and  effect,  and  to  rule  out  superstition. 

Does  Christianity  possess  this  glorious  triumph  ? 

As  she  does  not,  her  undeveloped  mind  proves  her  in  the  barbarous  ages  of  existence^ 
utterly  incompetent  to  advance  the  world^s  civilization  ;  then  she  is  to  be  led  the  right 
way  by  monotheism. 

AH  this,  in  process  of  time,  that  matures  the  functions  of  time,  through  the  phenom- 
ena of  nature,  on  which  mind  reasons.  The  Christians  have  introduced  Josephus;  if 
they  be  thereby  convicted,  then  their  testimony  should  be  ruled  out.  Strict  justice  shall 
be  done  them,  in  due  process  of  this  work. 

Prayer  is  communion  before  God,  the  confessor  of  the  universe  and  with  one's  self, 
for  self-correction  and  amendment.     But  God  is  too  elevated  al)ove  mind,  for  it  to  ap- 

? roach  such  a  presence  as  that  of  Deity.     That  pretension,  of  mind's  not  approaching 
)eity,  would  do,  if  mind  was  an  alien  ;  but  it  is  the  creation  of  God,  and  is  ideotified 
with  his  preservation,  correspondent  to  the  soul's  merits. 

How  does  the  silly  polytheist  mend  the  matter,  by  feigning  a  Mediator,  man-savior? 
Has  crazy  bible  sophistry  stultified  him?  He  cannot  do  so,  for  there  is  none  other. 
That  position  makes  it  incomparably  worse.  There  is  no  other  way  than  through  mind. 
The  Athenians  were  superstitious,  and  so  are  the  Christians;  what  is  the  difference? 
What  wars  there  were  between  the  Arians  and  Christians !  The  Christians  became 
triumphant,  by  the  sword  and  imperial  power.  And  yet,  at  the  very  best,  if  there  were 
really  any  difference,  the  defeat  of  the  Arians  proves  the  Christians  the  greater  pagan 
idolators ! 

Christ,  a  mortal,  and  also  a  God !  Reason,  thou  wast  then  butchered  at  the  shrine 
of  nonsense.  Religion,  thou  wast  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  peculiar  faith.  Mind,  thou 
wast  crushed,  under  the  power  of  credulity,  under  the  brutality  of  paganism. 

But  we  must  have  a  messiah  to  pray  to ! 

By  prayer,  people  correct  themselves,  not  change  God,  by  being  raised  to  the  dignily 
of  principles.     Do  they  expect,  by  prayer,  to  make  a  mutable  out  of  an  immutable  Being  1 

What  nonsense !  Can  a  mutable  change  an  immutable  Being  ?  Would  not  the 
praying  undo  much,  most  absurdly  by  their  petitions  or  prayers  1  The  best  would  wind 
up  the  universe,  by  their  finite  nnnds,  if  they  had  their  prayers  granted. 

How  many  secret  infidels  are  there,  even  in  churches  ?  If  they  are  afraid,  even  in 
this  free  country,  to  say  their  souls  are  God's,  how  is  it  in  monarchical  despotisms,  that 
are  united  to  church  hierarchy,  which  they  are  sworn  to  support  ?  How  was  it  in  the 
days  of  the  inquisition? 

Mind  has  advanced  to  a  sublime  position  of  world-congratulation.  The  pope,  that 
was  once  superior  to  monarchs,  was  humbled,  and  even  expelled  by  his  own  people.  A 
few  more  such  deeds,  and  the  victory  is  the  people's.  But,  then,  mind  must  triumph  in 
its  justice,  and  over  social,  and  all  proscriptions. 

That  triumph  is  attainable  in  rational  religion,  that  is  the  creation  bir^-rieht  of  the 
world.  It  is  high  time  that  mind  and  religion  should  assert  their  dignity.  Those  who 
adjudged  heretics,  and  persecuted  them  to  the  death,  were  the  blasphemous  heretics 
against  God  and  mind. 

But  the  house  of  David  was  to  give  the  messiah.  Then,  of  course,  we  have  not  the 
true  Christ,  as  his  genealogy,  nor  blood-connection  to  David,  that  was  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  prove,  by  prophecy,  his  credentials,  is  certainly  not  proved.  Did  Christ  oris:!- 
nate  any  new  principles  ?  Yes,  in  dying  for  sinners,  by  his  blood-redemption.  But  the 
sophists  do  not  know  when  they  are  vanquished.  They  are  as  ignorant  as  the  priest- 
ocracy,  of  which  they  form  part  and  parcel.  Instead  of  principles,  this  was  their  ab- 
rogation by  crime  in  effusion  of  blood  not  available.  Ail  such  premises  penalty  or 
murder ;  at  best  only  premises  the  fanaticism  of  monomania,  that  blasphemes  the  crea- 
tor-savior. How  then  did  he  prove  his  mission  ?  By  his  miracles.  His  chief  miracles 
were  expulsions  of  the  devil,  that  could  not  possibly  be  in  existence,  as  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable to  get  the  devil  from  bible's  heaven,  and  he  was  not  available  taken  according  to 
the  Talmud,  by  the  notions  of  the  Persians,  to  whom  the  Jews  were  indebted  for  the 
knowledge  thereof.  Then  Christ's  miracles  are  not  only  an  imposition,  but  a  blasphemy, 
consequently  they  cannot  furnish  credentials,  an  antagonism  to  tbe^  Creator.  All  had 
better  honestly  and  truthfully  confess  the  whole,  the  sooner  the  better ;  as  it  has  to  be 
done  by  the  world  of  freemen.  The  very  best  proof  of  the  futility  of  his  pretended 
miracles,  and  his  false  position,  was,  that  he' could  not  convert  the  Jews,  who  could  not 
have  been  kept  from  him,  any  at  all  otherwise. 

But  the  apostles  risked  their  lives  for  him ! 

Did  they  at  first,  when  they  deserted  and  perjured  themselves  on  that  deaertion !  lo 
what  did  they  excel  the  pagan  Juggernauts,  who  martyrize  themselves  also  ? 
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In  the  greater  self-iDterest,  to  be  realized  ? 

Bat  how  came  the  Jews  to  reject  Christ,  if  he  ever  was  presented  them  ?  Was  it 
not  that  he  was  considered  to  be  their  miffhty  leader,  to  avenge  them  on  the  whole  tribe 
of  invaders  from  Babylon  to  Effyptl  Who  can  be  better  entitled  than  the  Jews,  to 
interpret  their  own  scriptures  ?  Was  an  interested  party  to  decide  it  ?  What  presump- 
tion !  Mind,  under  the  circumstances  of  creation  that  gives  the  widest  legitimate  lati- 
tude to  free  moral  agency,  does  away  with  the  fall  of  man.  How  could  man  fall,  when 
God  is  a  perfect  being  1  'I'hat  position  excludes  the  nonsense  and  crime  of  final  redemp- 
tion, and  intermediate  libels  on  God,  who  is  not  indebted  to  experience  for  improve- 
ment.    All  that,  is  the  nonsense  of  the  priestocracy. 

Christ  only  followed  Foe,  of  India,  his  prototype,  and  in  the  most  essentia]  particu- 
lars. This  individual  existed,  it  is  pretended,  many  centuries  previously.  His  was  a 
spiritual  empire.  He  pretended  to  divinity,  and  that  he  was  the  Savior  of  men — born  to 
expiate  man^s  sins. 

They  were  to  be  punished  that  did  not  believe  in  him.  He  affected  many  miracles 
attested  in  his  history,  that  was  written  too  by  several  of  his  disciples.  Very  many 
believed  in  bis  doctrines. 

Christ,  of  the  present  New  Testament,  is  conclusively  a  false  messiah,  and  not  the 
one  prophecied  of,  as  descended  from  David.  Then  the  bible  Christ  is  false.  If  the 
advocates  of  Christ  had  not  done  too  much,  they  would  have  done  it  better.  Had  they 
made  him  the  son  of  David,  they  would  have  had  the  prophecies,  but  as  it  is,  they  have 
made  him  spurious,  illegitimate,  and  false  messiah. 

Ps.  cxxxii.  II.  "The  Lord  bath  sworn  in  truth  unto  David;  he  will  not  turn  from 
it ;  of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  will  I  set  upon  thy  throne." 

Matt.  i.  18.  "  Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  on  this  wise  :  when,  as  his  mother 
Mary  was  espoused  to  Joseph,  before  they  came  together,  she  was  found  with  child  of 
the  Holy  Ghost."  If  any  man  assert,  as  if  knowingly,  that  Christ  is  the  prince,  the 
true  messiah,  the  assertor  is  an  impostor,  if  he  do  not  prove  his  position  satisfactorily  to 
the  principles  of  reason. 

To  say  that  God  had  need  of  a  Savior,  implies  his  own  imbecility  in  ratio.  If  God 
be  perfect,  no  Savior  can  exist.  That  is  conclusively  undeniable,  and  condemns  Chris- 
tians to  eternity. 

What  merit  has  Christ  to  be  the  redeemer  of  the  world  on  his  own  position,  when 
according  to  Matt.,  xv.  23,  he  answered  her,  (the  woman  of  Canaan  who  besought  him 
for  her  daughter,  grievously  vexed  with  a  devil)  not  a  word.  Yet  to  his  disciples,  24, 
*^  But  he  answered  and  said,  I  am  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of 
Israel."     How  indignantly  did  he  treat  the  poor  woman,  as  if  a  dog  ! 

But  the  daughter's  cure,  and  the  worship  by  the  mother,  exalted  the  priestocracy. 

Will  anything  stop  the  christian  in  his  false  messiahship,  but  the  want  of  money,  that 
may  not  be  in  the  treasury  1  When  the  people  stop  supporting  all  such  folly  and  wick- 
edness, as  these  exploded  doctrines  of  the  ancients,  then  will  all  such  end  and  not  before. 
Some  know  no  better,  some  will  not  change  for  interest.  W^e  know  enough  to  satisfy 
the  most  skeptical,  and  hold  ourselves  responsible,  to  the  strict  construction  of  facts, 
without  modification.  Sir  William  Jones,  says :  "  We  may  fix  the  time  of  Buddah,  or 
the  ninth  great  incarnation  of  Vishnu,  in  the  year  1014,  before  the  birth  of  Christ." 
Whence  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  but  from  this  idea  1  After  all,  the  priestocracy  are 
preaching  a  false  Christ.  Now  we  can  well  see,  why  the  Roman  Church  interdicted 
the  reading  of  the  scriptures. 

Is  the  divinity  of  Christ,  established  by  God  1 

If  there  were  ever  a  preter-natural  darkness  that  prevailed,  at  the  time  of  the  cruci- 
fixion of  Christ,  and  identified  with  it,  let  alone  all  the  cotemporary  miracles,  the  whole 
world,  Jew  and  Gentile,  would  have  been  converted. 

How  could  they  have  been  kept  from  it  ? 

People  forget  what  they  are  at.  They  commit  themselves  too  plainly.  But  what 
object  could  these  good  apostles  have  in  lying?  The  same,  that  the  bigots  of  every 
peculiar  faith  did  have  and  show.  They  are  self-convicted  perjurers.  If  such  church 
had  never  had  inquisitions  to  enforce  the  creed,  less  surprise  might  be  excited.  But 
how  many  pious  frauds  from  first  to  last,  have  been  worked  in  this  imposition  1  Inqui- 
sitions never  made  books  1 

What  tyranny  was  more  ferocious?     Was  Nero's  1 

If  a  God,  Christ  must  have  had  prescience,  if  not  omniscience,  then  he  must  have 
foreseen  the  impracticable  difficulties,  that  even  now  exist,  at  the  distance  of  more  than 
eighteen  centuries,  and  he  would  have  remedied  them.  Why  did  not  Christ  if  God, 
write  hiB  own  memoirs  as  the  most  capable  of  fulfilling  his  whole  mission,  and  fixing 
God-facts  carrying  conviction  ?    He  had  but  to  act,  to  speak  his  miracle,  if  in  char- 
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acter.  If  any  book  of  the  apoBtles  was  expe<lieiit,  that  part  was  ]eft  oat  undone  by  lijm 
assuredly,  for  it  was  most  requisite  on  his  part.  Though  according*  to  Matthew,  nviii. 
18,  Jesus  claimed  all  power,  as  given  him  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  yet  is  that  proved  1 

Missionaries  should  carry  something  worthy  tlie  attention  of  mind,  to  those  natioDS 
that  ihey  visit,  certainly  not  a  false  faith  of  a  false  messiah.  They  should  learn  to  carry 
out,  to  the  ancient  nations  of  Asia,  something  of  universal  faith,  to  redress  the  severe 
grievances  of  peculiar  pretences,  and  not  leave  the  world  worse  than  they  find  it.  No 
wonder  the  Chinese  scorn  the  outside  barbarians  when  tested  by  a  faith  analogous  to 
Bhuddism,  rejected  by  them. 

So  far  from  doing  justice  to  God,  some  ministers  preach  mostly  about  Christ, and 
nearly  leave  out  God.  Can  their  impiety  be  overlooked  1  If  the  redemption  of  man- 
kind, by  any  messiah  was  essential  or  proved,  then  a  new  principle  was  proved,  iMit  as 
God^s  attributes  are  perfect,  he  made  creation  with  all  essential  and  necessary  principles, 
and  has  left  mind  untrammelled  by  the  bribe  of  future  rewards,  unterrified  by  future 
retributive  justice,  except  by  enlightened  conscience,  since  the  question  of  immortality 
is  to  be  decided  by  appropriate  functions.  It  is  really  disgusting,  to  see  the  minister? 
of  pretended  revelation  claim  possessions,  by  bible  pretences  unfounded.  How  absnrd, 
for  courts  to  use  bibles,  that  no  justice  can  prove  I 

From  whom  did  you  get  your  Christian  faith  directly  1  From  Rome,  that  had 
stretched  human  vices  to  their  utmost  tension  :  had  deified  emperors  for  gods,  and 
canonized  men  for  saints;  whose  rule  was  imperial  despotism,  that  played  its  last  expi« 
ring  game  through  the  insidious  sophistry  of  a  part  of  the  world-governing  pried' 
ocracy.  Her  people,  sunk  to  the  lowest  stretch  of  mental  degradation,  ignorant, 
vicious,  and  crushed  by  assuming  power,  received  any  and  everything  that  sophifcta 
could  impose. 

But  mind,  the  God-made  mind,  is  resilient ;  but  when  lately  the  people  had  sought  to 
extricate  themselves,  here  come  foreign  fanatics,  assuming  to  be  republicans,  to  crush 
the  popular  spirit.  It  was  not  enough  that  inquisitions  had  luxuriated  over  the  rights 
of  the  people,  a  military  despotism  was  to  crush  the  soul  of  liberty.  France !  your 
genuine  spirit  was  not  there. 

Alas,  degraded  priestocracy,  how  much  does  poor  human  perverted  nature  betray 
itself,  iu  your  pretences.  You  bring  forth  a  god,  but  you  degrade  him  below  the  man. 
You  expel  devils  of  your  creation  by  him,  and  you  brutalize,  then  victimize  the  poor 
hogs !  Instead  of  the  devil  among  the  hogs,  it  was  the  devil  among  the  priestocracy. 
that  made  Christ  the  devil  in  the  world.  Your  mock  hero  does  not  know  whether  a 
fig-tree  is  barren,  and  impiously  curses  it  for  his  ignorance.  Can  human  blasphemy  go 
higher,  than  you  have  gone?  I  do  not  seek  to  avail  myself  of  the  stereotyped  idea  of 
magic  perpetrated  by  Christ,  when  a  much  better  solution  is  at  hand.  I  must  read 
what  is  60  clearly  written. 

Psychology  discloses  to  us  what  may  be  done  with  the  mind,  that  in  a  state  of  passiTity 
can  be  mastered,  for  faith  and  action.  I  have  caused,  as  others,  subjects  to  see,  feel. 
and  act,  as  directed.  Water  has  inebriated,  the  ghosts  have  appeared  of  those  long 
dead,  and  the  seven  devils  have  been  extracted  with  the  utmost  facility  of  theatrical 
performance.     The  main  psychology  is  in  the  pen  of  the  priests  plenipotent. 

Jesus  has  to  inquire  about  the  state  of  the  provisions,  ere  he  fed  the  five  thou* 
sand ! 

There  might  have  been  an  obscure  person  of  the  name  of  Christ,  but  not  such  a  beinfr 
as  painted  by  the  priestocracy,  ^who  fixed  up  the  whole  matter.  The  conduct  of  the 
Jews  about  the  false  Christs,  as  if  there  were  any  other,  proves  the  Jews  ready  to  follow 
any  that  could  prove  themselves  by  miracles.  But  their  prophets  have  deceived  thein, 
and  they,  poor  blockheads,  expect  some  mighty  character,  even  to  this  day.  Reas<^n 
asks  for  consistency,  in  all  things  of  this  universe.  What  can  be  more  incorrect  than 
bible  language,  as  well  as  ideas  ?  We  have  many  expressions  of  matters  about  ihc 
heart,  that  seems  to  take  precedence  of  the  mind,  in  matters  of  peculiar  faith.  Much  is> 
said  about  love  and  the  heart.  What  is  the  physiology  of  love  ?  Is  it  an  impression 
on  the  heart  ?  Is  it  not,  certainly,  on  the  mind  ?  Derangement  of  mind  takes  place : 
do  we  hear  of  that  of  the  heart,  In  such  matters,  any  more  than  of  the  four  corners  of 
the  earth,  when  the  proper  language  is  the  circles  of  the  earth  ? 

The  world  was  going  just  as  well  when  Christ  or  his  fiction-makers  came  into,  as 
when  he  went  out  of  it.  What  need  had  the  world  of  him  ?  His  death  only  proves  his 
own  mortality,  and  his  life  the  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy.  Is  there  anythiDg 
remarkable  that  he,  a  sectarian,  should  victimize  himself?  How  many  hundreds  and 
thousands,  Christs,  Mahomets,  and  Smiths,  have  done  all  this,  the  world  over?  How 
many  millions  of  followers  have  martyrized  themselves  for  their  peculiar  faith  1  What 
has  the  world  to  do  with  any  crazy  bedlamite  named  ? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MESSIAHSHIPS  OR  VICEGEREirrSHIPS  OF  PAGANISM.  161 

How  many  millions  of  patriote  have  fallen,  the  world  over,  in  defence  of  all  that  they 
held  dear,  country,  faith,  and  families  ? 

It  matters  not  before  how  many  millions  died,  as  that  is  of  no  account.  Is  the  proof 
before  us,  of  disinterested  persons,  competent  to  decide  on  the  truth  of  their  decla- 
rations ? 

Bhudd,  Mahomet,  are  all  entitled  to  credence,  if  mere  book  assertions  are  to  be 
believed;  no  pagan  can  take  precedence. 

1  have  no  need  of  the  ancient  opponents  of  the  Christian  faith — the  advocates  of 
which  have  to  prove  their  bible  authentic,  or  they,  with  all  pagan  thieves,  have  to  die 
on  the  cross  of  faith. 

The  affiliated  only  saw  Christ  afler  his  death. 

Cannot  we  get  people  to  believe  anything,  even  the  most  absurd,  about  peculiar 
faiths? 

The  world  is  full  of  such,  to  the  present  Mormons.  What  was  the  body  of  the  apos- 
tles, as  to  real  respectability  of  character?  I  do  not  mean  as  to  their  employment, 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter,  but  their  standing  on  the  position  of  honesty 
and  truth  ?  All  were  perjurers.  Who  could  safely  trust  them  aflerwards,  in  matters 
of  respectability. 

Is  Messiahship  to  stultify  or  felon ize  the  world  ? 

Were  the  ancient  ages  any  other  than  positively  lying  and  perjured  ones,  for  thou- 
sands of  years?  This  looks  dreadful.  No  matter  how  much  corruption  it  depicts,  it  is 
necessarily  so.  The  world  lied  constantly  about  the  various  pagan  faiths,  diversified 
in  every  country  by  peculiar  customs  and  causes.  The  people  of  the  present  age 
must  not  overlook  how  the  oracle  lies  were  palmed  on  kings  and  people,  who  sought 
such  humbugs.  The  world  liked,  and  sought  it.  It  helped,  as  the  moderns,  to  humbug 
themselves. 

The  priestocracy  lived  by  it  all  their  lives.  They  still  batten  on  the  folly  of 
mankind.  Dared  any  man  to  innovate,  death  was  the  result.  The  murder  of  Socrates 
proves  that. 

More  recently,  dared  any  one  write  or  publish,  he  was  burnt  at  the  stake.  And 
how  is  it  now,  in  this,  the  finest  country  on  earth,  in  some  respects?  The  delinquent, 
as  he  is  considered,  cannot  be  attacked  by  law,  but  he  is  proscribed  by  social  organiza- 
tions, church  policies,  bible  bullies,  and  a  host  of  excommunications  of  usurpation  and 
monopoly.  Let  the  whole  world  proscribe  peculiar  domestic  education,  that  makes  hy- 
pocrites and  perjurers,  soul-frauds.  Can  the  sovereign  people  see  that  oracles  were 
the  dynasties  of  the  world  ? 

What  difference  does  it  make,  whether  if  booked  or  verbal?  Were  there  not  oracle 
books? 

Have  the  people  forgot  all  the  lies  told  about  superstition  ?  If  I  help  to  expose  all 
such,  do  I  not  act  a  most  friendly  part  to  the  world  ? 

Great  empires  have  state  faiths.  China  and  Russia  have  their  pontiffs  in  their  empe- 
rors. What  important  measures  were  not  invoked  by  Constantine,  who  helped  to  pro- 
pagate the  Christian  faith?  The  idea  was  to  concentrate  at  Rome,  the  head  of  the 
empire,  and  for  the  empire,  all  the  divergent  faiths  into  one.  What  better  could  unite 
the  people,  the  world  under  her  dynasty  ? 

This  was  enough  to  energize  her  hundreds  of  bishops,  and  all  their  machinery. 

But  empires,  nor  worlds,  much  less  the  universe,  can  be  held  together,  without  con- 
servative principles. 

And  would  not  books  be  considered  her  most  powerful  energies  ?  Why  her  councils 
and  imperial  edicts,  but  to  evangelize  the  world  ?  The  world  has  to  look  at  this  dynasty- 
ecclesiastical,  that  was  to  contribute  all  potency  in  establishing  a  general  empire. 

The  church  and  state  of  Rome,  labored  to  enslave  the  world.  They  are  being  de- 
feated, even  in  their  own  circles.  The  ruins  of  both  are  before  the  world.  The 
christians,  or  all  peculiar  sects,  are  too  small  for  me  to  have  any  antagonism  with.  All 
such  are  in  the  way  of  religion.  Give  the  aid  of  an  emperor,  at  this  day,  even  to  the 
Mormons ;  give  them  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  a  large  empire,  as  that  of  Rome  once 
was,  especially  such  a  superstitious  people,  and  they  could  go  through  the  world  suc- 
cessfully as  many  other  sects.  But  supposition  comes  in  for  Luke's  genealogy  for 
Christ,  making  it  that  of  Mary,  instead  of  Joseph.  Why  so  ?  Because  it  difl'ers  so 
much  from  that  of  Matthew.  But  does  Luke  say,  that  it  is  Mary^s  ?  Not  one  word. 
Then  is  it  supposition  that  this  document,  the  new  testament,  is  based  on,  when  the 
whole  world  was  open  for  the  messiah  to  prove  his  mission  unmistakably  ?  Inspiration 
and  revelation  do  not  depend  on  supposition,  unless  they  are  of  men.  Rational  religion 
does  not  depend  on  supposition.  It  goes  right  to  reading  God*s  book,  from  effect  to 
cause,  OD  the  principles  of  causation.     The  new  testament  people  are  horridly  hard 
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run,  to  get  the  sign  of  the  snn  Christ  from  7  ch.  of  Isaiah.  How  foolish  is  the  werid 
to  resort  to  pitiable  sophistry  for  such,  when  rational  religion  gives  her  indisputable  facts? 

The  whole  plan  of  salvation,  pictured  or  pretended  by  Christ,  is  essentially  a  futile 
and  worthless  perjury.  Ask  these  pretenders,  who  destroy  all  mere  truth,  reaaoD  and 
mind,  by  their  attempt,  what  is  to  fill  up  the  chasm  of  four  thousand  years  for  the  world 
so  lon^  destitute  of  Christ.  Instead  of  honorably  speaking  like  honest  and  truthful  men, 
that  God  the  Creator,  who  endowed  the  universe  with  all  the  necessary  conserratire 
principles,  for  all  time,  from  its  inception  to  its  perpetual  eternity,  instead  of  arguing 
this  point  on  the  facts,  they  sneak  otT  that  God  is  not  to  be  questioned  about  his  system 
or  plan,  and  that  must  suffice  ;  that  is,  the  priestocracy  say  all  that,  for  their  false  pre- 
tences. To  say  that  it  is  God's  plan  effectually  and  truthfully,  they  must  positively 
prove  that  theirs  is  God's.  That  is  impossible,  as  no  planner  plans  against  himself,  as 
this  is  positively  so.  How  is  that?  God  was  supreme,  as  effect  and  cause  positively 
proves,  and  that  leaves  him  in  the  supremacy  of  unity.  Any  invasion  of  that  sovereignty, 
is  the  plan  of  antagonism.    God  could  not  commit  suicide,  however  the  priestocracy  do. 

But  say  these  wiseacres,  if  the  bible  system  is  broken  down,  the  world  has  only  the 
system  of  atheism.  That  is  tlie  worst  perjury.  Arc  the  people  to  be  for  ever  gulled 
and  deceived,  and  that  by  felon-perjurers  1 

The  world  only  gets  rid  of  all  pagan  idolatry,  and  its  abominable  priestocracy.  If  a 
minister  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  so  dishonest  as  to  deceive  his  audience  on  this 
important  subject,  he  ought  to  be  excluded  from  society,  whose  interests  he  deserts, 
whose  benefits  he  forfeits,  and  of  whose  confidence  he  is  unworthy.  If  you  do  not 
prove  Mary's  genealogy  from  David,  there  is  no  true  mcssiah  on  the  position  of  the 
bible,  and  Christianity  is  most  truly  wound  up.  The  world  can  decide  that  part  of  the 
question,  on  the  data  given. 

The  idea  is  advanced  in  Gen.  iii.,  that  there  was  a  fall  of  man  by  means  of  the 
serpent,  and  that  he  had  to  be  regenerated  by  views  altogether  as  absurd  and  blas- 
phemous. This  is  all  gratuitous.  There  was  no  serpent.  It  will  not  do  for  the  world 
to  stand  by,  and  see  itself  imposed  upon  in  this  way  about  Christ.  Why  did  not  the 
Jews  embrace  (yhrist,  to  whom  they  had  an  equal  right  as  any  1  It  is  absolutely  absurd 
and  most  ridiculous,  to  suppose  them  stupid  and  blind  to  their  own  god. 

What !  the  chosen  people  of  God,  above  all  other  people,  to  mistake  their  own  chief 
good,  is  the  most  preposterous  of  all  stuff.  P^ither  they  had  the  right  faith,  or  they  did 
not.  It  is  claimed  by  Judaism  and  Christianity,  that  an  improvement  was  to  be  made 
on  Judaism,  and  that  proves  that  Judaism  was  deficient.  But  what  filled  up  this  deficit, 
fur  thousands  and  thousands  of  years  1  God  could  not  leave  a  deficit  of  such  time,  and 
then  curse  the  world  for  refusing  to  give  up  what  he  had  given  his  peculiar  people. 
There  are  many  deep  things  involved  in  this  statement,  that  reflect  the  deficit  in  the 
.«}tatoment,  not  in  GckI.     It  is  a  blasphemous  libel. 

The  Jews  had  a  superstition  of  faith,  and  no  pure  religion  any  more  than  the  balance 
of  the  pagan  world.  The  whole  world  has  never  expressed  with  the  Jews,  any  pure 
religion.  It  is  all,  so  far  as  Judaism  is  concerned,  a  bigoted  faith,  and  Christianity  in- 
volves itself  in  deeper  disgustfulness  of  polytheism.  Both  have  pretended  to  make 
gods  of  mortals,  and  degraded  the  pure  God  to  all  the  brutality  of  man. 

The  difference  is,  Judaism  made  all  her  priestocracy  God  ;  Christianity  made  one  uf 
the  priestocracy  Cfod,  and  his  officials  demi-gods ;  both  made  |x?culiar  gods  of  their 
priestocracy.     Where  is  the  analytic  mind  of  the  world  ? 

What  absurd  things  the  apostles  are  made  to  have  written.  John  xxi.  24  :  "This 
is  the  disciple  which  tej^tifieth  of  these  things,  and  wrote  these  things  :  and  we  know 
that  his  testimony  is  true."  Who  endorses  we?  What  honorable  man  can?  Can 
rational  mind,  when  he  says  in  the  last  verse  25,  "And  there  are  also  many  otlier  thingis 
which  Je^u8  did,  the  wlurh,  if  they  should  be  written  every  one,  I  suppose  that  even 
the  world  itself  c<iuld  not  contain  tlie  books  that  should  be  written."  Can  any  rational 
man  believe  that  when  his  greatest  are  reiM)rded  in  twenty-one  chapters  of  John,  a  very 
.small  volume  indeed,  that  the  balance  could  fill  an  ordinary  sized  table  ? 

The  perjuries  of  these  perjurers  are  before  us. 

What  confidence  can  be  put  in  the  so-called  fathers  or  apostles,  as  Paul  or  Ireuaecs, 
who  says,  **  The  gospel  was  preached  throughout  the  whole  world,  to  the  extreme  prts 
of  the  earth,  by  the  apostles  and  their  disciples."  Was  America  preiichcd  to  ?  Who 
can  believe  that,  any  more  than  the  pretended  IMoees  who  said  that  the  whole  world 
came  to  Kgypt  to  buy  corn  1  These  are  obvious.  To  reach  messiahship  by  priestoc- 
racy or  by  Christ,  weak  and  corrrupt  minds  will  detract  from  God's  universal  perfection. 
The  mind-fraud  is  horrible.  All  peculiar  faiths,  as  that  of  Christianity,  are  founded  on 
superstitions,  and  the  whole  is  a  brood  of  sectarianism,  tliat  has  to  reflect  the  paternity 
of  a  perjured  priestocracy. 
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The  first  incarnation  of  Bhudd  ought  to  have  been  the  true  one,  as  he  instituted  or 
originated  it.  Could  Christ,  the  follower,  originate  any  new  principles,  when  fihudd  or 
Foe  did  all,  if  any  could,  when  if  God  be  perfect,  he  did  all  at  creation.  Of  course  all 
auch  false  pretences  will  be  brushed  away  as  worthless,  before  the  first  great  cause. 
Let  mind  be  mind  for  once. 

Home  says,  "  There  never  was  a  more  learned,  more  philosophical,  or  more  dis- 
cerning age,  than  that  in  which  the  christian  religion  was  proposed  to  mankind.*^ 
Religion  is  it?  Then  what  becomes  of  all  the  refining,  humanizing  influence  of  chris- 
tjanity,  in  the  dark  ages  ?  Afler  all  the  vaunts  of  its  advocates,  who  assert  that  it  was 
the  elevator  of  mankind  ?  Did  it  not  add  the  worst  quota  to  the  dark  ages  for  two  cen- 
turies of  wars  ?  Did  not  the  infallible  head  of  the  church  cause  one  part  of  the  conti- 
nent to  wage  war  upon  the  other  grand  sectarian  division,  cause  a  third  part  to  be 
pirated  upon,  and  the  remainder  to  suflfer  the  extirpation  of  millions  of  its  people  ?  The 
world  must  see  the  rank  imposture  of  putting  it  instead  of  cultivated  mind.  God  has 
no  works  of  supererogation,  for  he  accomplishes  many  results  by  one  means.  If  the 
solution  does  not  agree  in  principles,  the  fault  is  in  mind. 

How  can  Christianity  or  any  peculiar  faith  be  the  great  advancer  of  civilization, 
'  when  it  arrests  from  mind  its  rights,  and  from  rights  their  freedom  ?  The  position  is 
suicidal.  What  was  Christ's  mission  for  ?  To  fulfil  the  law  and  the  prophets.  Mind 
could  only  do  the  first  in  every  land,  and  therefore  most  clearly  excludes  the  last 
What  good  was  sectarian  education  to  the  world,  when  it  propagates  such,  the  most 
positive  and  vicious  errors?  Constitutional  government  and  rational  religion,  both  pro- 
vide for  tlie  improvement  and  due  use  of  mind  and  conscience.  The  world  is  entitled 
to  them.  Shall  it  be  put  off  by  the  counterfeits  that  are  impracticable  and  silly  ?  Con- 
stitutional government  emanates  from  mind ;  all  others  from  power  assumed  or 
obstructed.  The  principles  of  our  government  actually  shame  all  peculiar  faiths,  that 
are  of  no  value  to  the  people,  and  self  deception  to  the  priestocracv.  How  could 
Christ  originate  any  new  principles,  when  his  prototype  one  thousand  years — Foe  or 
Bhudd — had  instituted  all  such  by  his  ninth  incarnation  in  the  great  east  ?  But  then, 
Christ  superseded  him.  On  the  same  logic,  Mahomet  superseded  Christ,  and  Joe 
Smith  the  Mormon  or  latter  day  man,  superseded  all  of  them.  The  proper  way  to  tell 
it  is  that  monotheism  is  the  only  religion  that  was  always  in  rightful  existence,  with- 
out which  mind  would  have  been  no  where,  and  therefore  as  the  whole  brood  of  pecu- 
liar faiths,  Judaism,  Christianity,  Mahomedanism,  Mormonism,  Bhuddism,  &c.,  are  in 
direct  antagonism  thereto,  they  should  be  made  to  clear  the  world  by  appropriate  use  of 
rational  mind  in  double  quick  time. 

Rational  religion  is  the  only  orthodox,  infallible,  immutable  faith.  But  Christianity 
is  the  light  of  the  world,  as  is  assumed  by  others.  To  whom  do  we  owe  our  declara- 
tion of  independence  ?     To  mind  of  infidels. 

An  infidel  wrote  it,  and  an  infidel  supported  it.  That  independence  to  its  best 
triumph,  cut  loose  church  and  state. 

Christ  could  not  unite  the  Jew  and  Gentile  under  one  head.  Monotheism  unites  the 
universe.  Atheism  is  the  necessary  result  of  polytheism,  as,  detract  from  God's  attri- 
butes, and  we  lose  that  much  of  respect,  rolytheists  do  this  invariably  for  their 
detestable  profits  to  the  priestocracy. 

Christianity  violates  the  first  principles  of  the  universe.  What  is  its  history  up  to 
this  time  ?  Its  leader  defeated  in  all  essentials,  resting  on  a  corrupt  and  rotten  founda- 
tion. The  doctrine  nurturing  up  to  the  present  time,  most  abominable  festering  cor- 
roption,  so  degrading  that  analogous  prophecies  are  used. 

But  then  the  poor  fishermen  had  no  ambition  this  way.  All  they  sought,  was  to  be 
good. 

Who  swayed  the  potent  sceptre  that  managed  them  ?  Who  is  the  pope  ?  Did  the 
Egyptian  priestocracy  ever  wield  greater  power?  Is  he  not  above  law,  below  princi- 
ple ?  Where  can  despotism  be  more  sacrilegious?  Are  his  secret  star  chambers  no 
inquisition  tribunals  ?  Who  has  hcense  of  crime,  and  divided  the  spoils  of  sin  ?  The 
man  that  has  the  keys  of  Peter,  as  is  pretended.  Now,  whence  the  miracles  of  his 
church  ?  Of  course  from  Christ.  But  the  Protestant  objects  most  strenuously  to 
those  of  the  Roman  church.  Then  all  the  moral  religious  world  can  object  to  those  of 
Christ,  whose  word  is  falsified  if  the  church  cannot  perform  them.  Truthful  people 
know,  that  no  such  miracles  are  performed. 

Christianity  has  retrograded  on  Judaism,  that  was  bad  enough.  Judaism  was  a  mis- 
erable failure,  and  has  left  its  curse  to  the  world.  It  is  the  most  perfect  humbug  about 
Christianity,  possessing  all  the  light  of  science,  when  she  does  not  possess  the  firsl 
principle,  that  of  amelioration  or  advancing  to  the  highest  grades  of  refined  civilization 
by  monotheism.    All  her  capital  is  stolen  from  rational  religion.     What  sort  of  justice 
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can  we  then  meet  at  the  hands  of  an  ignorant  bigot  ?  How  can  we  possibly  co^eet 
adnunistrative  justice  throughout  the  earth?  No  peculiar  faith  is  modest,  does  not 
defer  to  the  superior  and  superseding  claims  of  monotheism  the  only  religion,  but  is  in 
direct  antagonism.  What  could  be  expected  in  their  exclusive  courts  ?  By  claims  to 
infallible  orthodoxy,  they  exclude  the  world  that  is  thus  made  alien.  Where  there  is 
room  for  perjury,  is  that  not  used  ?  Christianity  in  its  self-coqceitedness,  may  hare 
never  dreamed  of  exposure.  At  this  day  she  is  neither  right  in  position,  nor  doctriue. 
Her  doctrine  of  even  passive  obedience,  is  violative  of  natural  laws.  That  of  itself 
condemns.  The  greatest  light  of  the  age  is  separation  of  church  and  state,  and  that 
would  be  suicidal  to  Christianity.  Of  eourse  she  cannot  be  entitled  to  that  honor,  when 
known  infidels  to  her  superstition  instituted  it.  Never  were  church  and  state  disse- 
vered till  by  our  country,  which  clearly  is  not  a  christian  land.  Fidelity  to  the  God  of 
the  universe,  has  excluded  the  infidelity  of  Christianity.  Exodus,  xxxiv.  6,  7.  Hen 
it  is  said  that  God  is  merciful  and  gracious,  long-sufiering,  and  abundant  in  goodness 
and  tnith,  forgiving  iniquity  and  transgression,  and  sin,  how  then  by  the  very  basis  of 
operations,  can  they  originate  any  new  principles  by  introduction  of  any  roeasiababip. 
What  can  it  do  ?  A  work  of  supererogation  ?  God  acts  the  very  reverse  of  all  that. 
The  third  gospel  dispensation  is  a  clear  proof  that  the  first  was  wofully  imperfect,  and 
of  course  not  of  God.  Where  then  is  the  platform  for  the  last?  It  has  got  further  off 
the  true  position.  I  know  God,  the  Great  First  Cause,  through  his  universe,  and  by 
that  I  know  all  that  claim  a  God  ship,  are  impostors.  How  are  you  now.  prieatocracy  ? 
The  mission  of  Christ  excludes  the  rights  of  God  ;  of  what  avail  then  is  it  to  man,  w'bo 
is  the  creature  of  God  ?  The  creature  owes  all  he  does  owe  in  religion,  to  God  the 
creator.  What  can  he  owe  to  Christ,  for  peculiar  faith  that  is  as  worthless  as  counter- 
feit money  ?  The  majority  of  the  world  takes  no  cognisance  of  Christ  for  life,  do  not 
know  of  such  a  character,  yet  from  the  nature  of  existence,  all  breathe  in  the  creatioa 
of  God.  The  world  then  ought  to  appreciate  what  all  this  is  worth.  Just  apprecia- 
tion is  the  most  difficult  for  the  world  to  make :  it  trusts  too  much  in  this  to  demar 
gognes,  who  are  all  the  time  self-interested  in  monopoly  and  usurpation. 

The  absolute  humility  engendered  by  the  true  appreciation  of  God,  when  mind 
comes  to  his  self-existence,  is  enough  to  teach  man  dl  that  is  due  God.  No  other 
tuition  can  answer.  But  we  can  get  no  such  humility  from  messiahship,  for  we  cannot 
truly  let  our  mind  down  from  the  sublime  eminent  perfection  of  Deity,  that  thtts 
excludes  all  such  pretensions. 

And  as  to  the  codes  that  are  affected  to  be  supplied,  the  self- vindication  of  princi- 
ples morally  and  physically,  teach  cultivated  mind,  reason,  all  that  is  expedient.  What 
more  is  needed  ? 

Is  man  to  be  unnecessarily  rendered  dissatisfied  by  the  covetous  ambition  of  paltry, 
petty  priestocracies  that  the  world  cannot  be  rid  of  too  soon  ?  The  world  has  to  abjure 
the  very  thing  Christ  started  with,  sectarianism.  Under  this  dynasty  as  of  Judaism, 
its  pretended  teaching :  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  is  utterly  impracti- 
eable,  as  it  has  the  elements  of  its  own  destruction. 

There  of  course  is  an  end  of  Christ,  who  could  not  originate  any  principle,  as  his 
vile  sectarianism  was  hostile  to  all  social,  civil,  individual,  moral  and  religious  reh 
iions.  His  character  was  best  illustrated  in  a  world^s  deepest  injury,  that  is  yet  deeply 
and  poignantly  butchered  up.  He  falsified  all  the  noblest  characteristics  of  mind,  in 
its  illustrious  world  theatre. 

He  murdered  the  world,  as  he  only  taught  peculiar  faith  that  has  split  into  fragments. 
He  never  touched  religion  !  There  it  was  in  its  own  sublimity,  as  God  gave  it  to  the 
world,  as  well  before  his  pretensions  as  afterwards. 

Its  power  was  the  same,  its  magnificence  unimpeached.  The  world-proof  is  the 
beat. 

The  great  object  of  all  rational  bible  tuition,  that  of  religion,  was  never  taught  by 
•ectarians  as  Christ,  the  chief  of  all  such.  The  dramatists,  who,  to  throw  the  world  off 
Its  guard,  have  been  assumed  to  be  fishermen,  had  the  whole  world  to  extract  and  conn 
pie  their  legend,  from  the  learning  of  a  Confucius,  not  only  long  antecedent  but  rich 
so  treasures  of  legislative  predecessors ;  in  the  character  of  a  savior  they  had  a  proto- 
type to  the  very  life  incarnation  of  Foe  or  fihudd,  who  had  accommodated  the  woriJ 
ihe  ninth  time  ;  they  had  the  reformer  in  the  example  of  a  Socrates,  who  willingly  suf- 
fered death,  and  their  mystical  ideas  of  a  trinity  could  be  drawn  from  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  and  mora  recently  from  the  metaphysics  of  Plato,  besides  the  cunning, 
ihe  fictions,  and  systems  of  all  the  ancient  oracles.  How  much  longer  is  poor  humanity 
to  be  racked  by  all  such  impositions  ?  It  is  for  the  people  to  see  all,  but  how  difficuU 
m  it  for  them  to  get  their  ideas  up  to  conservative  revolution?  What  a  terrible  thioff 
as  ignorance,  that  has  absorbed  under  malign  powers  all  the  errors  of  superstition.    It 
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is  moat  difficult  to  be  diverted  of  all  the  stains  and  taints.  How  many  believe  the  eha» 
racter  of  Christ  perfect,  yet  what  sectarian  can  begin  to  be  in  this  blasphemy  ? 

How  can  love  oe  in  any  peculiar  faith,  that  necessarily  has  sectarianism,  and  priyate, 
if  not  public  enmity  of  the  other  sects !  Such>  love  yields  and  the  Christians  haT/» 
used  all  the  power  they  could  ^et. 

They  have  created  all  their  most  potent  influences,  a  papal  empire,  spiritual  and 
temporal)  to  meet  the  last  most  comprehensively. 

They  pay  due  respect  to  all  temporal  matters,  their  peculiar  way.  If  Christianity 
be  the  superior  light  it  is  claimed  for  the  world,  where  was  ics  pre-eminent  power  of 
science  in  all  the  fanaticism  that  has  spread  over  so  many  fields  of  carnage  ? 

It  was  founded  on  another  sectarianism  that  knew  not  mercy,  from  the  Canaanites 
down  to  their  last  devastations  and  civil  wars  in  Palestine.  The  many  bloody  scenes 
since,  assure  us  that  the  offspring  was  tr\ie  to  the  nature  of  the  parent.  Haul  Christ 
been  perfect,  he  had  conquered  the  world's  worst  enemy,  his  motto — sectarianism. 
He  was  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel.  That  he  was  sent  ta 
the  Gentiles,  was  an  after*thought,  proving  itself  most  clearly  that  of  a  mortal — as  God 
Jias  forethought.  Polygamy  has  been  abolished,  by  the  second  dispensation.  Was  it 
not  abolished  alst*  at  Home,  and  in  Palestine  as  part  of  her  empire  3  Is  not  all  this 
clearly  the  result  o(  mind,  and  not  revelation?  J  speak  of  the  spirit  of  cultivated 
mind.  Christianity  has  nothing  to  do  with  wars !  What  should  induce  a  war,  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Pope  ?  Has  Christianity  given  the  highest  evidence  of  religion,  ia 
fieparation  of  church  and  state  !  Did  it  support  the  true  system  of  astronomy  ?  Are 
not  the  Hindoos  ahead,  in  their  peculiar  faith,  one  thousand  years,  at  least,  of  the 
Christians  ?  Will  not  the  Hindoos  laugh  at  Christians  teaching  these  doctrines,  that 
they  were  taught  by  Bhudd  fourteen  centuries  in  advance  ?  All  that  Christianity  or  any 
peculiar  faith  has  ever  done  rightfully,  is  subsidiary  to  rational  mind.  They  have 
become  usurpers  to  mind  for  themselves — ungrateful  assassins  in  perverting  and  crusb> 
ingiL 

If  the  world  had  been  civilised,  we  never  would  have  had  such  stuff  as  Christianity, 
inahommedanism,  &c.  Judaism  was  imperfect,  then  Christianity  was  ineffectual.  M»- 
honimed  tried  his  ideas,  then  Joe  Smith  his.  The  world  should  exclude  all  such  stuC 
The  only  civilizer  for  the  world  is  rational  religion. 

Judaism  and  Christianity  are  woful  failures. 

Juggernaut  beats  the  world  for  self-devotion  and  martyrdom  of  victims,  that  devote 
themselves  to  death.  Yet,  cWistlana  are  committed  to  the  folly  and  crime  of  their 
profession,  in  pagan  idolatry,  and  are  ashamed  to  retire  tlierefrom.  Christ  and  the 
\v<iman  of  Canaan  give  us  to  learn,  that  the  last  suggested  an  idea  all  at  once.  Like 
master  like  man,  his  disciples  wished  to  drive  her  away. 

How  came  Christ  to  say,  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?"  Was 
be  not  to  suffer  all  that  he  did  suffer  ?  Or  was  it  too  late,  that  he  found  out  his  mistake 
eA  a  false  messiah  ? 

As  to  the  Jews,  they  believed  in  a  temporal  king  for  Christ.  AH  that  could  flatter 
the  people,  alluded  to  the  means  of  future  elevation  by  some  great  king  at  Jerusar 
lem.  This  was  a  national  vanity.  Subsequent  priestocracy  profited  by  it,  as  much  as 
Joe  Smith,  the  shrewd  Yankee,  did  on  Judaism,  Christianity,  and  Mahommedanism. 
They  were  all  reckless  of  the  means,  provided  the  success  was  there.  Joe  Smith 
could  innoceritly  invent  plates  by  which  he  could  lie,  Mahoromed  could  find  an  angel  to 
carry  him  to  his  heaven,  and  Christ  was  as  available  to  a  third  party,  being  a  second 
edition  of  Astatic  faith,  all  in  the  chapter  of  faith  perjury.  Who  believes  that  the 
apostles  speak  many  different  languages,  when  Paul  lies  tlie  most  of  the»difficulty  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Roman,  the  largest  empire,  the  scene  of  most  if  niit  all  their 
operations,  had  some  common  general  language,  the  Greek  as  well  as  the  Latin.  That 
is  the  secret.  As  to  their  documentary  proof,  have  the  Christians  any  existing  manu- 
scripts of  the  new  testament,  that  cau  be  traced  higher  than  the  fourth  century  ?  Who 
is  so  verdant  as  to  not  know,  that  pegurers  availed  themselves  of  ail  the  perjury  to  the 
latest  period  !  Christ^s  prophecy  of  the  temple !  Anything  else  ?  This  is  important. 
The  last  dispensation,  as  still  of  man,  most  absurd,  has  to  be  corrected.  The  credit 
of  all  is  impeached  as  sacred^ 

As  Christ  came  on  earth  for  a  paKicular  mission,  as  pretended,  then  he  should  have 
written  all  requisite  with  certain  date,  time  and  circumstance,  to  insure  all  needed  to 
mind,  and  to  prevent  corruption,  which,  as  a  prophet,  he  should  have  known.  In  the 
absence  of  all  this,  it  is  most  fair  to  conclude  that  it  is  an  imposition  and  nothing  elso. 
as  the  Creator  wrote  all  his  perfect  How  came  Christ  not  to  go  himself  to  «U  U^e 
Gentiles,  the  world,  or  send  his  disciples  to  them  or  the  Samaritans  ?  Matthew,  ch.  X. 
V.  5.  Jesus  commanded  them,  "Go  not  into  tlie  way  of  the  Gentiles,  and  into  any  ci|y 
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of  the  SaxnaritaDB,  enter  ye  not/*  He  sent  them  rather  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the 
of  Israel.  Mat.  x.,  v.  6.  What  is  surprising  is,  20.  "  For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak,  hut 
the  spirit  of  your  father  which  speaketh  in  you."  The  spirit  of  the  priestocracy  spoke 
eertainly.  The  God  of  the  universe  is  universal,  yet  how  blasphemous  is  the  next,  bow 
abominable  to  the  earth.  21.  *^  And  the  brother  shall  deliver  up  the  brother  to  death, 
and  the  father  the  child  :  and  Uie  children  shall  rise  up  against  their  parents,  and  cause 
them  to  be  put  to  death."  No,  God's  principles  cannot  clash  ;  of  course  the  preceding 
is  positively  condemned  as  man^s  work  and  writing.  Sectarianism  is  here  most  promi- 
nent, especially  in  34.  '*  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on  earth  ;  I  came  not 
to  send  peace,  but  a  sword,*'  and  35.  *'  For  I  am  come  to  set  a  man  at  variance  against 
his  father,"  &c, ;  36.  "  And  a  man's  foes  shall  be  they  o(  his  own  household." 

The  God  of  the  universe  is  not  at  variance  with  his  own  conservative  principles. 
All  such  Christs  are  horrid  impostors. 

The  fathers  of  the  church  were  as  deep  in  the  mud  as  any.  The  council  of  Laodi<»a 
admitted  four  of  the  gospels,  and  rejected  all  the  rest.  All  the  edicts  of  Constantine 
could  not  divest  Christianity  of  sectarianism.  He  made  it  subservient  to  his  ambitioa 
and  policy,  and  affirmed  by  an  oath,  of  his  seeiqg  an  illuminated  cross  in  the  air,  as 
Ensebius  relates.  Now,  if  any  tender  conscience  doubted  my  views  as  too  strong,  if 
he  is  not  convinced  by  the  solemn  perjury  of  Constantino,  then  he  is  a  hopeless  chaioce. 
I  do  not  envy  him,  his  mind  or  integrity.  The  trinity  in  the  Godhead,  or  the  Godhead, 
originated  from  the  metaphysics  of  the  heathen,  the  pagans  from  Egypt,  and  through 
Plato. 

Yes,  the  Christian  who,  for  mere  effect,  not  troth,  as  he  fears  for  his  glass  house, 
abuses  the  pagans,  the  heathens,  as  ignorant  and  incapable  of  giving  any  ideas  of  faith, 
is  indebted  actually  to  them  for  many  particulars,  above  all,  the  trinity.  The  Egyptiaoi 
had  a  trinity,  that  had  in  each  of  its  three  divisions,  separate  powers,  it  is  said.  Tbt 
first  was  an  indivisible  unity.     Hence  Plato's ;  but  his  was  a  godhead. 

Christ's  performance  of  his  mission,  in  gaining  proselytes,  was  not  faster  than  that 
of  mortals,  and  confined,  too,  to  a  small  circle.  I  presume  the  prototype  of  Chnst.  in 
Palestine,  might  have  been  the  vagrant  Jesus  spoken  of  by  Josephus.  Much  of  the 
pagan  systems  before  the  world,  have  been  mere  world-explosions.  The  redemption  of 
the  world,  by  the  blood  of  Christ !     Were  this  true,  then  murder  is  in  it. 

But  we  speak  of  the  might  of  an  Almighty,  who  not  only  created  tlie  universe,  but 
all  the  principles  that  rule  all  therein.  Can  mind  ever  conceive,  much  leas  appreciate, 
who  the  Almighty  is  1  It  has  erred,  by  affecting  to  alter  parts  and  principles  of  God"^ 
universe,  by  bible  dispensations,  but  this  vulgar  employment  of  the  priestocracy  cao 
avail  nothing.  Those  that  I  act  with,  go  with  me,  for  the  supremacy  of  God,  that 
completely  sUences  all  messiahships.  This  is  an  essential  matter  for  the  world,  to  allay 
all  agitation,  and  keop  all  the  peculiar  bibles  away,  and  put  all  the  priestocracy  tu  honest 
employment,  instead  of  lying. 

Was  Christ  satisfied  to  die,  when  he  exclaimed  :  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  tboo 
forsaken  me  ?"  Is  not  this  a  part  of  the  author's  drama — that  of  a  poor  mortal,  suffer- 
ing and  afraid  to  die  ? 

All  the  statements  made  about  the  deaths  of  infidels,  are  on  a  par  with  this.  Hov 
many  females,  as  well  as  males,  die  in  this  country,  without  any  such  change  as  has 
been  pretended  about  a  few  ?  What  is  all  death-bed  repentance  either  way,  worth? 
What  do  the  opinions  avail  1     Is  a  sick  man  balanced  in  mind  ? 

I  say  again,  as  to  women  and  men  dying  infidels,  enough  have  died,  as  they  lived,  m 
their  pure  faith. 

Man  has 'been  created  with  intellectual,  and  moral,  rational  organs.  He  has  to  cul- 
tivate these,  rationally.  What  has  Christ  to  do  with  the  cultivation  ?  To  admit  him, 
defeats  the  ancient  title  of  God.  The  world  has  to  come  to  a  whole  onion  or  brother- 
hood, and  no  peculiar  faith,  as  Christianity,  Judaism,  or  Mahommedanism,  wnll  do,  hav- 
ing;  as  all  such  have,  the  elements  of  their  own  destruction.  Is  God  the  Father  of  all? 
Then  was  there  not  incest  committed  in  the  procreation  of  Christ  ?  W^as  there  so  much 
vile,  vicious  degradation,  in  the  universe  ever  conceived  ? 

Incest  had  to  conceive  him,  illegitimacy  had  to  sustain  him,  imposition  had  to  ophold, 
and  blasphemy  had  to  create  the  thought !  There  were  murder  and  treachery,  and 
there  have  been  massacres  and  despotism  since,  of  millions.  Where  is  all  this  humaii 
tragedy  to  end  ? 

Instead  of  being  the  redemption,  it  is  the  greatest  curse  that  ever  was  conceived  of. 
But  where  can  the  Christ-messiah  be  placed,  as  available,  in  this  part  of  the  aniverae 
of  the  Creator,  who  is  most  perfect?  The  creation  of  man,  progressing  as  all  earthly 
processes,  proves,  as  the  action  of  the  universe  declares,  one  unvaried  action  of  princi- 
ples, without  which  chaos  and  confusion  would  arise,  and  by  which  they  are  exchided. 
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Were  a  Christ  introduced  as  a  sun  into  our  solar  system,  the  greatest  confusion  and 
disorder  would  necessarily  arise.  It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation,  the  very  re- 
verse of  Gud*s  deeds,  who  brings  forth  many  results  from  the  fewest  principles.  Christ 
by  the  side  of  Washington .'  How  the  last  towers  above  the  first,  as  much  as  patriotism, 
much  less  religion,  towers  above  peculiar  faith. 

In  everything  of  cause  and  effect,  I  see  so  much  of  God,  his  perfection  so  great,  his 
principles  so  conspicuous,  that  I  cannot  possibly  see  that  any  other  could  be  admitted. 
It  would  be  a  sacrilege  to  nature,  a  libel  on  Guid,  to  do  so.  Who  preserves  mankind? 
God  ;  who  actually  protects  and  defends  all  who  seek  after  strange  godheads,  dwarfed 
pecnliarities. 

But  for  him,  these  small  characters,  who  preach  up  peculiar  faith,  would  ruin  the 
world  and  themselves.  I  cannot  possibly  believe  in  them,  as  they  are  irrational,  crazy. 
Christ  on  the  earth,  yet  equal  to  the  Father,  a  part  of  the  Godhead,  and  yet  die !  Of 
&U  the  metaphysics  of  sophists,  that  beats  all. 

No  peculiar  faith  Christianity,  or  other,  can  produce  pacification,  much  less  the  refined 
eivilization  to  the  world,  but  will  exclude  them  as  long  as  nurtured.  The  supremacy 
of  the  world  is  that  of  God,  as  displayed  in  the  universe  ;  all  else  is  false  pretences. 
As  to  the  death  of  Christ  being  a  new  principle,  the  Juggernauts  do  that  plentifully 
even  now. 

Where  is  the  operation  of  mind,  for  more  than  half  of  the  world  at  any  one  time,  for 
1600  years,  that  knew  not  Christ,  or  other  peculiar  faiths,  than  those  of  their  house- 
hold ?  Where  was  it  all  the  time  preceding  this  mission,  for  the  whole  world,  thousands 
of  years  beyond  all  bibles  ? 

Where  is  it  now  1  Is  the  operation  of  the  Creator  overlooked  in  all  this  matter  ? 
That  reflects  on  the  whole  tribe  of  the  priestocracy.  And  shall  the  word-minds  yield 
up  this  most  important  right,  without  investigation  and  justice  to.  God  of  all  ? 

Mind  owes  unalloyed,  pure,  unadulterated  allegiance  to  Almighty  God  alone,  Christ 
was  conceived  in  sin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity.  I  had  much  to  satisfy  myself  that 
I  was  not  wrong,  and  was  glad  to  see  myself  so  right. 

How  can  raan^s  soul  reach  pardon  ?  By  God^s  grace.  The  same  that  has  answered 
for  all  mankind,  before  bibles,  messiahs,  and  priestocracies  were  ever  conceived  of. 
*  Christ  adds  nothing  to  God^s  means,  being  altogether  the  available  mercenary  capital 
of  corrupt  men.  People,  in  the  world,  attribute  all,  or  much,  to  Christ,  whereas,  were 
it  not  for  God,  all  would  be  ended,  assuredly.  What  can  be  worse  than  the  vicious 
characteristics  of  Cbrist^s  sectarianism  ?  ChrisCs  advice  to  the  harlot  was  good.  But 
religious  principles  establish  rational  education  and  means  for  pure  justice,  before  all 
that.  His  crime,  sectarianism,  kills  all  of  the  world-good.  The  greatest  despots  can 
do  some  first-rate  acts,  as  mind  dictates. 

Christ  came  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel — and  what  the  Jews  would  not 
have,  the  Gentiles,  to  whom  he  did  not  send  his  disciples,  nor  preach  himself,  at  first  at 
least,  took  him  up ! 

I  doubt  the  propriety  of  passive  toleration,  as  the  proper  world-policy.  It  is  not  the 
right  position.  That  would  leave  moral  free  agency  in  abeyance  to  predestination. 
W  hen  adequate  blows  are  to  be  received  as  well  as  given,  when  no  impunity  is  estab- 
lished, then  the  world  is  brought  to  its  senses. 

How  came  Christ  not  to  write  his  own  laws,  and  report  his  own  system  ?  Was  not 
that  the  proper  way  to  have  all  right,  if  he  was  divine  ?  Who  could  give  a  better  ex- 
position ?  This  defect  is  certain  proof  that  he  was  only  a  mere  man,  and  that  all  about 
him  are  impositions.  The  Christians,  as  others,  say  that  the  world-people  roust  be 
born  again,  to  be  regenerated.  What  a  pagan  conception.  They  have  to  be  anew 
created,  with  new  organs,  and  those  perfected  by  rational!  education  of  science.  What 
effect  can  peculiar  education  produce  ? 

Mere  delusion  ?  What  good  does  that  do  ?  Christianity  does  not  embrace  principles 
conservative,  as  evinced  by  sectarianism,  for  says  the  protestant,  the  Pope  has  power 
and  uses  it  iniquitously.  And  would  not  any  protestant  church  secure  union  with  gor- 
eroraent,  if  it  could,  and  were  that  the  case,  power  would  be  only  needed  to  do  the 
balance.  Which  of  peculiar  faith,  can  be  trusted  with  power  ?  None,  each  would  sa^ 
of  the  other.  Why  does  the  church  organizations  differ  so  much  now,  about  the  consti- 
tutional laws  of  this  union  ?     From  the  relative  purity  of  mind,  more  or  less  rational. 

But  this  elevation  of  lifers  blessings  is  not  because  of  Christianity,  but  of  mind  culti- 
rated,  that  of  science,  where  bible^s  explosions  must  prevail.  The  lands  of  the  east 
have  been  those  of  despotism  of  mind,  by  monarchy  and  peculiar  faith  combined.  W^here- 
ever  mind  gets  freer  and  more  enlightened,  there  will  be  the  purer  rational  religion. 

What  has  Joseph,  the  husband  of  Mary,  to  do  with  the  blood  relationship  of  Christ  f 
If  prophecy  was  ever  worth  anything,  it  is  here  essential,  as  God  swore  to  David  aboaft 
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Ihe  seed  from  his  loins.  Bat  this  Christ  is  not  that  seed  ?  There  is  an  awful  peijorf 
somewhere.  Now  christian,  what  are  you  going^  to  do  about  it  1  You  now  find  that 
you  have  been  cheated  awfully,  as  to  the  prophecy.  Whose  work  is  all  this  1  That  of  the 
priestocracy.  Are  you  going  to  let  them  cheat  longer  and  pay  them  for  it,  when  otker 
genuine  claims  of  philanthropy  demand  all  your  benevolence  ?  Are  you  going  to  for- 
sake the  sublime  contemplation  of  pure  religion  the  God-gift,  for  the  peculiar  taith  tl<e 
perversion  of  degraded  priestocracy  ?  I  am  no  free-thinker  beyond  the  limits  of  ratioo- 
ality,  the  sacred  precincts  of  mind.  I  adhere  to  the  correct  legitimacy  of  pure  religion 
aa  best  appreciated,  with  the  brightest  lights  of  the  universe.  Justification  by  faith,  wa^ 
the  great  conservative  doctrine  taught  by  Christ.  That  is  the  peculiar  doctrine  of  uU 
peculiar  faiths,  and  has  no  peculiar  merit  of  its  own,  for  the  priestocracy  down  to  tlie 
Mormon  Joe  Smith,  have  appropriated  all  that  as  their  exclusive  property. 

How  singular  is  it,  that  (yhrist  cannot  justify  faith,  in  his  genealogy. 

Do  I  believe  that  the  apostles  were  sincere?  They  started  perjurers,  all  of  them,  and 
confiscated  their  writings,  as  Constantino  swore.  They  are  a  part  of  priestocracy,  and 
act  in  the  same  category,  and  were  no  more  right,  than  we  have  a  correct  genealogy  of 
Christ  being  lineally  descended  from  the  blood  of  David.  The  world  can  only  be  best 
governed,  by  the  wisest  forecast  and  independence  of  rational  mind. 

The  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  will  not  do  individually,  much  less  ratiopally,  ss 
the  world  must  stand  up  for  its  rights,  if  it  do  not,  Moses  will  not,  nor  Christ,  for  thej 
take  care  of  their  priestocracy.  Much  is  claimed  by  the  advocates  of  each  peculiar 
fiiith,  that  it  has  such  things,  that  could  not  have  been  ever  thought  of  without  rev  eh- 
tion.  Now  all  this  is  the  stuflf  of  their  sophists,  that  impose  it  as  sound  faith  on  the 
world,  when  it  is  not  worth  the  thought  of  an  honest  mind,  for  any  such  imposition  can 
damn  all  such  false  pretences.  All  that,  and  mysteries  betray  the  whole,  «s  alien  to 
mind,  that  recognises  the  eternal  universal,  not  peculiar  principles  of  the  God  of  the 
universe. 

The  making  of  one  man  of  fiction  a  Christ  as  sufTering,  and  having  millions  of  flesh 
and  blood  sacrificed  to  it,  is  horrible  indeed,  and  enough  to  arouse  the  true  sympathy  of 
the  religious.     Can  you  sacrifice  the  world  to  Christ  ?    That^s  the  question. 

Can  you,  free  and  intelligent  people,  stand  all  this  any  longer  ?  All  superstition,  erei 
a  branch  of  despotism,  has  pervaded  the  world.  How  many  little  picayune  christs,  and 
all  the  same  under  different  names  and  dresses,  have  imposed  on  the  world  ?  The  priest- 
ocracy are  the  same  in  all  ages,  whether  in  the  form  of  patriarchs,  propheta,  martyrs, 
christs,  Smiths,  or  preachers,  and  they  mind-facture  all  such.  They  never  leaiB, 
and  never  forget :  bound  to  their  car  of  idolatry  and  superstition,  they  enslave  the  sove- 
reign people,  who  are  bound  in  the  progress  of  rational  education,  to  hold  all  professioni 
of  medicine,  law  and  faith,  in  abeyance  to  principles.  Is  the  great  God  of  the  universe 
to  be  held  in  abeyance,  to  all  the  dwarf  messiahs  of  man^s  creation  ? 

What  does  the  world  need  of  a  western  Christ,  a  mere  copy  of  the  eastern,  whose 
history  was  given  some  ten  to  fourteen  centuries  before  ? 

The  Romanists  found  customs  in  China,  the  prototype  of  tlieirs.  All  priestocracy,  ii 
the  same  fblly  and  crime,  only  varied  in  editions. 

To  put  a  messiah  for  nature,  the  sun,  is  just  as  bad — all  detract  from  the  functions, 
potency  and  rights  of  the  creator.     Rational  mind  is  ashamed  of  all  this. 

The  appropriation  of  principles,  all  the  property  of  God  their  creator,  as  peculiar  dis- 
coveries to  entitle  the  party  to  a  godship,  is  one  of  the  most  flagrant  breaches  of  tnist 
on  mind,  the  greatest  outrage  on  its  rights. 

The  principle  of  doing  unto  others,  as  we  would  have  them  do  unto  us  in  mmilar  cir- 
cumstances, was  notoriously  not  only  previously  known  to  the  Chinese,  through  Coo- 
iucius  and  his  ancient  predecessors,  but  m^st  have  been  familiar  with  any  such  civiliied 
society,  as  one  of  its  noblest  mind-entitled  principles  of  uniform  action  and  protection. 

Carry  out  all  conservative  principles,  says  religion,  and  the  world  will  be  right 
Thus  where  obsolete  bibles  make  world  a  wild,  principles  ennoble  the  whole  habiutioa 
of  mankind. 

All  sectarianism,  as  Judaism,  Christianity,  cuts  up  the  highest  social  feeliflgB,  isolateft 
^e  world  into  sectional  strife,  depraves  the  noblest  impulses  of  Mind. 

In  partiaJly  civilized  times,  the  conHict  of  arms  decides  for  the  world,  thus  governed 
by  force,  and  necessarily  by  fraud,  seetarianism,  whilst  in  civilised,  (hat  is,  where  mind 
governs  itself,  principles  peacefully  decide  through  rataonal  mind,  that  courts  and  wins 
the  loveliest  triumphs  of  all. 

How  much  of  each  peculiar  leader's  views,  can  be  turned  against  himself?  *^  Yoa 
cannot  serve  two  masters,'*  teaches  his  followers,  that  they  cannot  have  the  creator  and 
creature,  God  and  a  messiah,  that  are  incompatible  and  cannot  be.    They  mast  have  oo 
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image  of  idolatry,  the  messiah  or  the  fleshy  one  as  bad  as  that  of  metal  or  stone,  aay 
g^ven  image,  or  any  other  made  by  the  pnestocrab^,  or  the  pricstocracy  idol. 

But  Christ  inculcated  regeneration,  being  born  again,  the  renovation  of  the  heart !  In 
that  he  was  not  original,  for  that  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Brahmins,  and  all  teach  absurdities. 
Tor  the  heart  is  a  mere  muscle — and  all  such  stuff  is  as  obsolete  as  peculiar  faith  bibles: 
All  sheer  ignorance.  Cultivation  of  mind,  refined  civilization,  ail  under  the  supremacy 
of  religion,  the  most  rational,  produces  the  best,  because  the  most  rational  results. 

But  Christ  brought  the  gospel  of  dad-tidings.  Rational  religion  is  the  only  troe 
i;osppl :  all  else  is  damnably  false.  As  to  testifying  about  Christ,  by  four  or  a  dozen 
dis'jiples  or  evangelists  as  they  are  assumed,  that  is  nothing  if  there  were  as  many  billions 
of  mortals,  they  pretending  to  testify  to  an  incredible  impracticability,  gainsaid  by  a 
universe  of  cause  and  effect.  With  the  testimony  of  cause  and  effect,  better  heard 
every  day  before  the  tribunal  of  an  enlightened  community,  against  these  four  evange- 
lists  or  twelve  apostles  as  they  are  called,  in  reality  the  church  advocates  of  the  present 
day,  rather  the  sticklers  for  the  church  profits,  paid  by  the  deceived  people  of  the  world, 
M'cce  they  as  many  millions,  it  would  only  make  them  perjurers.  They  cannot  upset 
the  eternal  truths  of  the  universe.  God  has  written  them,  and  the  world  of  man^s  bibles 
is  all  trash. 

No  black  letter  book  sovereign,  can  represent  properly  a  savior,  who  requires  other 
authentic  proofs  as  adequate  as  the  creator — all  else  is  base  imposition. 

Universal  functions  as  claimed,  require  universal  proof,  but  all  records  show  peculiar 
pretences,  that  disprove  themselves  as  perjuries,  before  God  and  mind. 

MATTHEW^S  AUTHORITY. 

The  whole  world  cannot  trace  Jesus  to  Joseph,  and  thence  to  David,  tiie  asserted 
genealogy,  taking  the  Holy  Ghost  conception  ! 

Ch.  i.  V.  22,*  "  Now  all'this  was  done,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  of 
the  Lord  by  the  prophet,  saying,  23,  Behold,  a  virgin  shall  be  with  child,  and  shall 
bring  forth  a  son,  arid  they  shall  call  his  name  Emmanuel ;  which  being  interpreted,  iS| 
God  with  us."  That  proves  no  prophecy,  being  only  a  garbled  falsification.  This 
was  a  sign  that  the  volunteer  Isaiah  forced  on  Ahaz,  af^r  his  absolute  refusal.  Isaiah, 
ch.  vii.  V.  12,  "  But  Ahaz  said,  I  will  not  ask,  neither  will  I  teinpt  the  Lord."  And 
then  Isaiah  gives  the  sign  in  v.  14.  And  Isaiah  says,  16  v.,  **  For  before  the  child 
shall  know  to  refuse  tlie  evil,  &c. — the  land  that  thou  abhorrest  shall  be  forsaken  of 
both  her  kings." 

*  What  a  stupid  set  of  priestocrats  to  advance  this  obsolete  explosion !     It  kills  itself 
dead.     Matthew's  master  should  have  been  at  the  school  of  honesty,  to  learn  truth. 

Again  is  Christ  descended  of  David,  because  Joseph,  one  of  David's  descendants, 
was  Mary's  husband  after  she  was  pregnant  with  Jesus,  by  another  individual !  If 
this  was  the  Holy  Ghost  of  God,  then  is  God's  function  changed,  for  he  is  Creator,  not 
procreator.  Down,  Matthew,  thou  art  a  degraded  libeler.  Would  an  intelligent  hus- 
band be  reconciled  to  a  prostitute  wife,  by  dreams?  Are  the  world  people  to  be 
fooled  by  dreams  ?  Ch.  ii.  v.  2,  "  We  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east."  The  wise 
men  said  it  ?  How  is  that  fact  established  ?  It  would  be  by  that  star  yet  roost  parti- 
cularly, but  there  is  no  such  record  produced,  and  that  star  does  not  remain.  It  is 
then  a  perjury. 

Tltis  is  a  collusion  of  shrewd  priestocracies,  instead  of  wise  men,  and  them  too  the 
book,  or  gospel  writers. 

John  endorses  Christ :  who  endorses  John.  Matthew.  Who  endorses  him  ?  Faith, 
wonderful  counsellor.  And  the  final  endorsers,  are  priests'  collusions.  Amon?  them 
are  several  applications  of  the  so-called  prophecies  to  Christ.  We  do  not  see  the  first 
adequate  one ;  they  are  as  worthless  as  the  sign  spoken  of  by  Isaiah. 

Ch.  iv.  y.  24,  As  to  devils,  there  were  none.  Though  the  Innaey  and  palsy 
could  be  affected,  yet  the  general  false  pretence  doctrine  covers  all  that.  The  world 
cannot  but  see  the  false  prophets  by  the  result.  Ch.  viii.  v.  13,  ^*  And  as  thoa  hut 
believed."  It  was  not  so  much  the  centurion,  as  the  readers  or  hearers.  10  v. 
'^  When  Jesus  heard  it,  he  marvelled,  and  said  to  them  that  followed,  verily  I  say  unt9 
you,  I  have  not  found  so  great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel."  What  pains  the  priestocracy 
took  to  arouse  faith,  that  is  credence.  As  they  necessarily  lied  about  curing  persoiiv 
said  to  be  possessed  of  devils,  we  must  believe  that  they  would  lie  about  all  o^er 
things.  There  is  no  need  of  the  patient  aflfccting  palsy,  because  the  masters  affected 
all  story  of  its  cure.  34,  ''And,  behold,  the  whole  city  came  out  to  meet  Jesus: 
and  when  they  saw  him,  they  besought  him  that  he  would  depart  out  of  their  coasts.** 
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This  is  self-contradiction — it  is  not  human  nature,  the  gospel  writers  commit  then- 
■elves  as  stupid  dolts,  for  with  such  powerful  miracle  proofs,  the  people  would  hate 
believed  in  him  as  a  God,  as  he  cast  out  many  devils. 

Ch.  X.  V.  14,  15,  and  16.  The  curse  of  those  not  receiving  the  priestocracy,  is  to 
be  established  through  the  most  influential  power,  an  assumed  God.  34,  *^  Think  not 
that  I  am  come  to  send  peace  on  earth  ;  I  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword.'*  It 
is  clear  enough  that  the  worst  sectarianism  in  the  most  blasphemous  antagonism,  was 
advocated  by  Christ  in  this  and  several  ensuing  verses  against  God  of  nature,  as  in  36 
T.  *' And  a  man's  fues  shall  be  they  of  his  own  household." 

John  and  Christ  were  only  endorsers  for  each  other,  in  a  priestocracy  sense.  Too 
much  is  proved  by  the  machinery  of  devils  and  angels,  nonentities. 

Ch.  xiii.  V.  58,  "  And  he  did  not  many  mighty  works  there,  because  of  their  unbe- 
lief!" The  very  reason  he  should  have  done  them ;  that  is  then  man's  idea.  If  he 
had  been  a  God,  one  would  been  enough.  The  miracle  he  could  best  have  performed, 
was  creation  of  belief.  0  stupid  gospel  fabricators,  you  involve  yourselves  deeper  and 
deeper. 

Ch.  xvi.  v.  18,  "  And  I  say  also  unto  thee,  that  thou  art  Peter,  and  upon  this  rock 
I  will  build  my  church:  and  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  And  the 
rock  was  proved  a  perjurer  by  Christ,  who  falsifies  the  statement  about  hell,  and  a 
hypocrite  by  Paul,  himself  a  murderer.  What  a  family.  All  the  worst  against  this 
church  next  to  God's  conservative  principles,  are  its  own  elements  of  destruction,  that 
are  going  like  St.  Peter's  church  building.  19,  **And  I  will  give  unto  thee  the 
keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  bind  on  earth,  shall  be 
bound  in  heaven ;  and  whatsoever  thou  shalt  loose  on  earth,  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven." 
This  is  promise  of  God's  functions  most  blasphemously  made,  to  build  up  the  priest- 
ocracy. Functions  that  this  one-third  character  at  best,  had  not.  Ch.  xxVi.  v.  56, 
"  But  all  this  was  done,  that  the  scriptures  of  the  prophets  might  be  fulfilled.  Then 
all  his  disciples  forsook  him  and  fled.''  What  prophets  are  they  that  need  fulfilment? 
If  crimes  of  blasphemy  and  murder  are  to  be  fulfilled,  better  sink  prophets  and  scrip- 
tures. Prove  the  very  first  one.  Would  the  disciples  of  a  God  have  deserted  him  ? 
That  is  impossible. 

This  is  the  book  of  those,  that  are  bound  to  prove  it  satisfactorily.  Devils  and 
angels  can  be  no  machinery  in  the  functions  of  the  Almighty,  hence  both  bibles  libel 
him. 

Mind,  not  tradition  is  for  man.  AH  such  stuflT  satisfactorily  proves  that  it  was  the 
peculiar  gods  of  polytheism. 

JOHN. 

John,  ch.  i.  ▼.  18,  "  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time." 

29  v.,  "  The  next  day,  John  seeth  Jesus  coming  unto  him,  and  sailh,  Behold  the 
lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world!" 

This  is  priest  sophistry  Jesuiticated.     What  can  beat  that? 

This  is  God's  word.  Of  course  his  word  is  supreme  over  man's.  Now,  prove  it  by 
the  witness  you  claim. 

You  assert,  what  men  assert  about  God. 

Does  God  confirm  that  1     No !  not  one  single  word. 

Then  it  is  convicted  of  being  tlie  reverse.  Next,  as  God  does  not  speak,  which 
proves  as  much  necessity  as  when  it  is  claimed,  that  he  first  inspired  all  the1)ibie 
works,  the  pretensions  are  nullified. 

An  inspiration  bible,  requires  inspiration  proof. 

As  God  does  not  speak,  let  his  works  that  truly  represent  him,  proclaim  the  facts, 
and  they  do  declare  him  as  the  Supreme  Unit  of  the  universe. 

Matthew  as  Luke,  are  forgers.  Imbecile  vassals  may  adopt  the  forgeries.  In  Mark, 
last  chapter,  the  impostor  speaks  of  preternatural  events,  that  belie  him  as  a  prophet, 
and  prove  him  a  lyihg  impostor.     These  ate  in  the  17th  and  18th  verses. 

They  refer  to  the  apostles,  says  the  sophist  apologizer,  who  commits  himself  roost 
stupidly  to  arrant  imposture.  Not  at  all,  as  St.  Paul  refutes  that  idea.  But  some  wish 
to  deny  the  plain  facts  of  this  quotation,  but  Paul  prevents  them,  if  the  inherent  proof 
were  wanting  that  is  clearly  present. 

Thus  it  is  that  this  Christ  is  a  false  messiah  and  prophet,  self-oonvicted  before  the 
God-creator. 

Those  that  espouse  such,  commit  themselves  to  reckless  blasphemy,  and  bmtal  pagan 
idolatry. 
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Monotheism  alone  can  exalt  all  to  the  noblest  God-standard,  and  confer  his  munifi> 
cent  grace  to  the  soul.  The  unsolved  problem  of  religion,  the  consunmiation  of  prin- 
ciples, proves  pre-eminently  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  if  the  world  adopts  any  man- 
Bavior  or  messiah,  it  absurdly  drops  principles  for  such  that  violate  all  of  them. 

WAS  THERE  EVER  SUCH  A  BEING  AS  CHRIST  ?    IS  NOT  HIS  CRU- 
CIFIXION,  A  THEOLOGICAL  DRAMA  ? 

The  authenticity  of  all  the  bibles  of  tradition  rests  on  no  ^undAtion  worthy  a  rational 
mind  ;  that  of  the  New  Testament  is  nullified  by  too  many  particulars,  that  cannot  be 
refuted. 

We  have  been  induced  to  notice  the  authority  of  Flavins  Josephus,  by  the  work  of 
Mr.  William  Jacobs  of  New  York,  and  find  that  Josephus  is  deserving  of  especial  no- 
tice, as  he  is  introduced  by  the  Christians  as  testimony. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  Mr.  Jacobs*  quotations,  &c.,  reducing  the  extracts  to  the 
smallest  practicable  compass. 

The  Jerusalem  Jews  are  accused  of  having  scourged,  crucified,  and  nailed  to  the 
cross  on  Mount  Calvary,  one  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  in  the  18th  year  of  the  reign  of  Tibe- 
rius Cesar,  third  emperor  of  the  Romans,  when  Pontius  Pilate  was  procurator  of 
JuJe.i.  This  fabricated  accusation  is  put  forth  by  the  writers  of  the  gospels,  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  and  John,  who  state  that^they  were  eye-witnesses  of  the  fact,  or  that  they 
heard  the  relations  from  eye-witnesses. 

This  accusation  is  stated  by  Mr.  Jacobs  to  have  been  first  preached  in  the  second 
century,  about  a.  d.  107,  against  the  Jerusalem  Jews.  At  that  time  the  Romans  had 
dominion  oyer  the  Jews,  who  had  no  temple,  and  whose  high-priesthood  was  abolished, 
inclu.iing  the  destruction  of  the  principal  men  of  that  nation. 

Those  gospel  tales  matured  for  the  space  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  years,  from 
A.  D.  107,  wh«n  Clement  was  the  apostles*  amanuensis,  just  after  the  death  of  Flavins 
Josephus,  down  to  the  council  of  Nice,  a.  d.  325. 

To  refute  the  accusation,  many  points  must  be  embraced. 

At  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  by  Titus  Caesar,  a.  d.  70,  all  Uie  Hebrew  records  were 
conceded  to  Josephus. 

These  records  came  down  until  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reigu  of  Nero,  (Jos.  Antiq., 
book  XX.,  ch.  xi.,  sec.  2.)  as  here  ends  the  taking  down  of  the  Hebrew  records  by  the 
high  priests. 

Josephus,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  translated,  not  wrote  his  Antiquities  of  the  Jews 
from  these  very  Hebrew  records,  a.  d.  93.  Have  not  some  of  these  works  been  sup- 
Dressed,  or  altered  1  Who  did  it  1  Was  it  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  New  Testament  1 
Where  are  all  the  books  referred  to  by  Josephus  ? 

To  the  tribunal  of  an  intelligent  world  this  investigation  is  submitted.  Jacobs 
claims  that  the  Jews  had  no  longer  their  original  records,  to  disprove  this  calumny. 

At  the  council  of  Nice,  a.  d.  325,  about  ninety  gospels  of  tradition  were  destroyed — 
when  these  written  gospels  were  retained  and  canonized. 

In  those  days  the  Jews  had  to  submit  to  awful  indignities. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Matthew,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  born  in  the  days  of 
Herod,  the  king  of  Judea — and  the  same  Jesus  was  put  to  the  crucifixion  of  the  cross, 
under  Pontius  rilate  !  And  this  under  God*8  warning,  angels*  warning,  and  fulfilment 
of  prophecies,  as  evidences. 

We  must  advert  to  the  first  three  chapters,  of  Luke^s  Gospel. 

ST.  LUKE,  CHAP.  I. 

Vbrse  1.  "  Forasmoch  as  many  have  taken  in  hand  to  set  forth,  in  order,  a  declara- 
tioo  of  those  things  wliich  are  most  surely  believed  amongst  as.'*  2.  "  Even  as  they 
delivered  them  unto  us,  which  from  the  beginning. were  eye-witnesses  «nd  ministers  of 
the  word.*'  ' 

Verse  5.  "  There  was  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  df  Judea,  a  certain  priest  named 
Zacharias,**  &c.  &c.  26.  "  And  in  the  sixth  month  the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from 
God  unto  a  city  of  Galilee,  named  Nazareth.  27.  To  a  virgin  espoused,**  &c. — to  verse 
36.  "  And  behold  thy  cousin  Elizabeth,  she  hath  also  conceived  a  son  in  her  old  age  ; 
and  this  is  the  sixth  month  with  her.**  &c. 

The  birth  of  John  the  Baptist  and  conception  of  Jesus  are  detailed  in  the  first  chap- 
ter of  Luke,  and  sdl  these  things  happened  "  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea.** 
It  was  in  the  sixth  month  of  Elizabeth*s  time,  when  the  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from 
God  to  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  not  yet  born ! ! 
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ST.  LUKE'S  GOSPEL,  CHAP.  II. 

Verse  1.  **  And  it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  there  went  ont  a  decree  &am 
Cssar  Augustus,  that  all  the  world  (Syria  and  Juden)  should  be  taxed.'^ 

The  second  verse  designates  the  most  remarkable  chronology,  the  precise  period  of 
time  when  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  born !  2.  ^*  And  this  taxing  was  first  maide  when 
Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria."  This  whole  chapter  gives  a  different  relation  and 
evidence  from  the  account^  given  by  Matthew !  Here  we  see  that  Jesus  of  Naiareth 
was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  "  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,"  and  taxing 
the  Jews :  &c.  3.  "  And  all  went  to  be  taxed,  every  one  to  his  own  city.  4.  And 
Joseph  also  went  up  from  Galilee,  out  of  the  city  of  Nazareth  into  Judea,  Sic.  5.  To 
be  taxed,  with  Mary  his  espoused  wife,  being  great  with  child.  6.  And  so  it  was,  that 
while  they  were  there,  the  days  were  accomplished  that  she  should  be  delivered.  7. 
And  she  brought  forth  her  first  born  son,  and  wrapped  him  in  swaddling  clothes,  aad 
laid  him  in  a  manger ;  because  there  was  no  room  for  them  in  the  ion.'* 

ST.  LUKE,  CHAP.  IIL 

Verse  1.  "  Now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Cesar,  Pontias  Pilate 
being  governor  of  Judea,  and  Herod  (Antipas,)  being  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  and  his  brother 
(Herod,)  Philip  tetrarch  of  Iturea,  and  of  the  region  of  Trachonitis,  and  Lysanias  the 
tetrarch  was  of  Abilene.  2.  Annas  and  Caiaphas  being  high-priests;  the  word  of  God 
came  unto  John  the  son  of  Zacharias,  in  the  wilderness,**  &c.  23.  *^  And  Jesos  hinn 
self  began  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,  being,  as  was  supposed,  the  son  of  Joseph, 
which  was  the  son  of  Heli."  Ac. 

Matthew  says  Joseph  was  the  son  of  Jacob. 

All  the  other  gospel  writers  confirm  (he  testimony  of  Luke,  as  to  his  statements  con- 
cerning both  John  the  Baptist,  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth ;  for  all  say  or  imply  that  John 
was  beheaded  by  Herod  (Antipas,)  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee  (and  reraea,)  in  the  first  or 
second  year,  (which  was  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Cesar !)  after  Jesus 
commenced  preaching ! 

Luke  only  tells  us  of  John  the  Baptist's  conception  and  birth,  and  his  conceptioii 
being  in  the  sixth  month  before  the  conception  of  Jesus ;  therefore,  the  other  three 
gospel  witnesses,  one  and  all,  confirm  Luke's  testimony  as  to  the  conception  and  birth 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

As  the  New  Testament  writers,  in  their  gospel  relations,  have  made  reference  to 
Herod,  the  king  of  Judea — to  Archelaus  the  son  and  successor  of  Herod — ^to  Augustus 
Cesar  and  his  decree  of  taxation — ^to  Herod,  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee  (and  Peraea,)  vho 
was  one  of  Herod  the  king's  sons — to  Cyrenius  governor  of  Syria — to  Tiberius  Cesar^ 
and  to  Pontius  Pilate,  procurator  of  Judea,  in  the  time  of  whose  procuratorship  John 
the  Baptist  is  said  to  have  been  beheaded  by  Herod,  the  tetrarch  of  Galilee  and  Penea, 
and  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  said  to  have  been  put  to  the  crucifixion  of  the  cross  by  the 
Jerusalem  Jews — it  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  introduce  the  best  autlientic  history, 
to  illustrate  the  subject,  now  under  consideration,  and  to  apply  the  whole  of  these  things 
to  the  rules  of  historical  and  chronological  criticism. 

This  testimony  is  that  of  Flavins  Josephus,  respecting  the  historical  records*  Whi»* 
ton's  translation  of  Josephus,  from  the  Greek,  is  used. 

In  the  first  place,  are  there  no  interpolations  in  Josephus  ?  There  are  three  diflTereot 
sections  in  "  the  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,"  considered  spurious ;  to  prove  which,  we 
must  anticipate  in  other  matters.  When  Herod  was  first  declared  king  at  Rome.  (See 
Antiq.  Jews,  book  xiv.  ch.  xiv.,  sec.  5.) 

**  And  thus  did  this  man  receive  the  kingdom,  having  obtained  it  on  tlie  hundred 
and  eighty>fourth  Olympiad,  when  Caius  Domitius  Calvinus  was  consul  the  second 
time,  and  Caiua  Asinius  Polio,  the  first  time."  (The  Olympiad  being  a  term  of  four 
years.) 

Herod  ccmamenced  his  reign,  upon  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  from  Antigonns— aboire 
three  years  afler  being  declared  king  at  Rome.  (Antiq.  Jews,  book  xiv.,  eh.  xvi„ 
seo.  4.)  This  destruction  befell  the  city  of  Jerusalem  on  the  hundred  and  eigbty-fi/ifa 
Olympiad,"  &c. 

This  relation  concerning  Antigonus  was  recorded  in  the  Jewish  (sacred  or  holy,  so 
called)  books,  translated  a.  d.  03,  by  Josephus,  into  Greek,  who  was  born  73  years  afUr 
the  record  was  made,  in  the  first  year  of  the|  reigu  of  Cains  Cesar.  (Antiq.  Jews, 
book  XV.,  ch.  v.  seo.  1.) 
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The  great  battle  was  fought  at  Actiom,  between  Octavius  Caesar,  (afterwards  called 
AogttstoB  Cssar)  and  Antony,  for  the  supreme  power  of  the  world,  **  which  fell  into  the 
hundred  eighty  and  seventh  Olympiad."     (Same  book  and  chapter,  sec.  3.) 

"  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  fight  happened  at  Actium,  in  the  seventh  year  of  the 
reign  of  Herod,'*  &c.,  counting  from  the  death  of  Antigonus,  not  when  Herod  obtained  the 
kingdom,  at  Rome,  above  three  years  before,  according  to  the  translator's  note. 
(Concerning  Herod's  death,  and  testament,  &c. — Antiq.  Jews,  book  xvii.,  ch.  viii., 
sec.  1.) 

**  When  he  had  done  these  things,  he  died,  the  fifth  day^ after  he  had  caused  Antipa- 
ter  (his  son)  to  be  s]|in  ;  having  reigned  since  the  death  of  Antigonus,  whom  he  caused 
to  be  'slain,  thirty-four  years ;  but  since  he  had  been  declared  king  by  the  Romans, 
tliirty-seven  years,"  &c. 

Josephus  treats  in  the  same  book,  xvii.,  &c  of  Archelaus,  Herod's  son, as  Ethnarch ; 
and  in  chapter  xiii.,  section  2,  he  says  :  *'  But  in  the  tenth  year  of  Archelaus*  govern- 
ment, both  his  brethren" — Herod  Antipas  and  Herod  Philip— observing  once  for  all, 
that  Herod,  the  king,  left  but  three  sons  when  he  died,  &c. — accused  him  before  Cesar, 
(Augustus.) 

Sec.  4.  "  Glaphyra,  his  wife,  was  married  while  she  was  a  virgin,  to  Alexander,  the 
son  of  Herod,  and  brother  of  Archelaus.  Alexander  was  slain  bj  his  father.  She 
was  married  to  Juba,  the  king  of  Lydia,  and  when  he  was  dead,  and  she  lived  in 
widowhood  in  Cappadocia  with  her  father,  Archelaus  (the  Ethnarch,)  divorced  his 
fonner  wife,  Mariamne,  and  married  her."  Sec.  5.  "  So  Archelaus'  country  was  laid 
to  the  province  of  Syria ;  and  Cyrenius,  one  that  had  been  consul,  was  sent  by  Caesar 
to  take  an  account  of  the  people's  eflfects  in  Syria,  and  to  sell  the  house  of  Archelaus.** 

When  Cyrenius  was  sent,  as  compared  with  Luke's  gospel.  Antiq.  Jews,  Book 
zviii.,  c.  i.,  sec.  1. 

**  Cyrenius  came  himself  into  Judea,  which  was  now  added  to  the  province  of  Syria, 
&c.,  yet  there  was  one  Judas," — of  a  city  whose  name  was  Gamala,  &c. — became 
zealous  to  draw  them  (the  Jews)  to  a  revolt,  &c.  The  time  for  this  taxation  is  fixed, 
when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria, 

Antiq.  Jews,  Book  xviii.,  c.  ii.,  sec.  1 : 

**  When  Cyrenius  had  now  disposed  of  Archelaus'  money,  and  when  the  taxings  were 
come  to  a  conclusion,  which  taxings  were  made  or  decreed  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of 
Cesar's  victory  over  Antony,  at  Actium,  he,  Cyrenius,  deprived  Joazer  of  the  high- 
priesthood,"  &c. 

Concerning  the  life  and  reign  of  Augustus  Caesar — ^Antiq.  Jews,  Book  xviii.,  c.  ii., 
sec.  8,  (middle  of  section) : 

After  him  came  Annius  Rufus,  under  whom  died  Cesar  Augustus,  the  second  em* 
peror  of  the  Romans,  the  duration  of  whose  reign  was  fifty-seven  years,  besides  six 
months  and  two  days,  of  which  time  Antony  ruled  together  with  him  fourteen  years ; 
but  the  duration  of  his  life  was  seventy-seven  years,  upon  whose  death,  Tiberius  Nero, 
(Tiberius  Cesar,)  his  wife  Julia's  son,  succeeded.  He  was  now  the  third  emperor ;  and 
he  sent  Valerius  Gratus  to  be  procurator  (governor)  of  Judea."  Gratus  deposed  and 
made  several  high  priests,  the  last  was  Joseph  Caiaphas.  ''  When  Gratus  had  done 
these  things,  he  went  back  to  Rome,  after  he  had  tarried  in  Judea  eleven  years,  when 
Pontius  Pilate  came  as  his  successor." 

There  was  but  one  high  priest  at  a  time. 

Under  the  procuratorship  of  Pontius  Pilate,  and  reign  of  Tiberius  Cesar  (in  "  Antiq. 
Jews",)  is  found  the  famous  '*  section"  of  fourteen  lines !  concerning  Jesus.  As  this 
section  is  spurious,  as  to  be  demonstrated,  so  also  is  that  of  John  the  Baptist  and  James 
the  Just,  the  forerunner  and  brother  of  Jesus. 

The  first  account,  we  think,  which  the  world  ever  had  of  this  famous  section,  was 
manifested  about  334  a.d. 

In  325  A.D.  the  council  of  Nice  made  from  the  traditions  a  canon,  ever  since  ^at 
time  known  as  the  *'  New  Testament.'*  The  Hebrew  text  by  Josephus  has  nothing  on 
the  subject  concerning  Jesus,  neither  is  there  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  Greek  in 
Josephus'  own  translation ;  neither  is  John  the  Baptist  or  James  the  Jnst  mentioned. 

Antiq.  Jews,  Book  xviii,  c.  iii.,sec.  3 : 

^  Now,  there  was  about  this  time  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  it  be  lawful  to  ealT  him  % 
ftian,^  &e.  **  He  was  (the)  Christ" — *^  and  when  Pilate  had  condemned  him  te^  the 
cross,**  &c. 

When  the  first  whipping  and  nailing  to  the  cross  was  done  in  Judea !  Wars  of  the 
Jews,  Book  ii.,  c.  xiv.,  sec.  9  : 

''  And  what  made  this  calamity  the  heayier  was  this'new  method  of  Roman  barbarity ; 
fbf  Fkmis  ventttfed  then  to  do  what  no  one  had  done  before,  that  is,  to  have  men  of  Uie 
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eqaestrian  order  whipped  and  nailed  to  the  cross  before  his  tribanal/*  &e.  Under 
Gessius  Florus,  was  the  first  whipping  and  nailing  to  the  cross  ever  done  in  Jadea,  and 
that,  too.  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  the  present  era ! 

Both  whipping  and  crucifying  were  old  methods.  But  now  ^*  For  Floras  ventored 
then  to  do  what  no  one  had  done  before,'*  &c. 

Josephus  gives  but  one  more  instance,  in  all  his  '^Antiquities  of  the  Jews,*'  and  '*  Wars 
of  the  Jews/'  of  whipping  and  nailing  to  the  cross,  &c.  General  reference  can  be 
made  to  Josephus,  for  this  authority  : 

Yrs.  M  D. 

1.  Julius  Caesar  commenced  and  reigned •  3  6  00 

2.  Then  Augustus  Cessar  succeeded  and  reigned 57  6  S 

3.  Tiberius  Caesar                    "                    "       22  6  3 

4.  Caius  Caesar                       "                    "       3  8  0 

6.  Claudius  Caesar                    "                    "       13  8  20 

"   Nero                                    "                   "       13  0  8 

And  it  was  in  the  twelilh  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero,  when  Florus  acted,  as  we  have 
quoted  !     See  **  Antq.  Jews,"  Bookxx.,  c.  11,  sec.  1 : 

**  Now  this  war  began  in  the  second  year  of  the  government  of  Florus,  ant)  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  Nero."  The  falsehood  of  the  gospels  can  be  easily  deduced 
and  demonstrated. 

Josephus  says  that  Nero  sent  Fortius  Festus  to  succeed  Felix.  It  is  written  in  the 
**  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  that  it  was  Festus  before  whom  "  St.  Paul"  was  brought. 

Luke  tells  us,  in  chapter  xxv.,  verse  21st,  '*But  when  Paul  had  appealed  to  be  re- 
served to  the  heanng  of  Augustus."  (Caesar  is  a  generic  name,  applied  to  ^'  The 
Twelve  Caesars,"  but  Augustus  is  not !)  25.  "  But  when  I,  Festus,  found  that  he  had 
committed  nothing  worthy  of  death,  and  that  he  hath  appealed  to  Augustus,  I  have 
determined  to  send  him." 

Luke  makes  Fortius  Festus  say  that  Paul  had  appealed  to  Augustus,  when  he,  Au- 
gustus had  been  dead  and  buried,  at  this  very  time,  about  forty  years  ;  for  the  acts  are  said 
to  have  been  written  thirty  years  from  the  death  of  Jesus,  in  the  eighth  year  of  Nero ! 

How  could  Augustus  be  appealed  to  ? 

Acts,  chapter  v.,  verse  34.  **  Then  (a.d.  33)  stood  there  up  one  in  the  council — 
Gamaliel,  a  doctor  o(  the  law — ^had  in  reputation  among  all  the  people.  &c,  35.  And 
said  unto  them,  (that  is,  unto  Annas,  the  high  priest,  and  Caiaphas,  &c.)  36.  Fur 
before  these  days  (a.d.  33)  rose  up  Theudas,  (in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Claudius  Caesar  !  at  least  twelve  years  afler  the  reputed  a.d.  33  !) — and  all 
were  brought  to  naught.  37.  Afler  this  man  (Theudas)  rose  up  Judas  of  Galilee  in 
the  days  of  the  taxing,  (when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,  m  the  fifty>second  year 
of  the  reign  of  Augustus  Caesar ! !)  Is  this  divine  inspiration  ?  Is  this  a  reliable  por- 
tion of  eternal  truth  ? 

*'  Anno  Domini"  commences,  according  to  common  account,  in  the  third  year  afler 
the  death  of  Herod  the  Great,  and  consequently  the  "  Bible  Anno  Domini  i3"  brings 
us  to  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Cssar. 

But  Luke  tells  us,  in  the  second  chapter  of  his  glad-tidings,  that  Jesus  of  Naaareth 
was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  **  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,"  and  taxing 
the  Jews  in  Judea ;  and  this  was  exactly  in  the  fifly-second  year  of  Augustus  Cesar ! 
Then  the  above  "  Anno  Domini  33"  should  have  been,  instead  of  falling  in  the  eight- 
teenth  year  of  Tiberius  Cassar,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  Caesar ! 
Of  Theudas  see  Antq.  Jews,  Book  xx.,  c.  v.,  sec.  I — while  F^us  was  procurator  of 
Jadea : 

Theudas — a  certain  magician,  (affected)  to  be  a  prophet,  and  many  were  deluded  by 
bis  words.  They  also  took  Theudas  alive,  and  cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  to  Je- 
rusalem. This  was  what  befell  the  Jews  in  the  time  of  Caspius  Fadus'  government. 
This  is  a  mere  abstract  of  the  whole  section.     Antiq.  Jews,  Book  xx.,  c.  v.,  sec.  11 : 

The  reader  will  see  that  Theudas  was  "  brought  to  naught,"  instead  of  the  eighteenth 
year  of  Tiberius,  a.d.  33,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  Caesar,  a.d.  46. 

Upon  the  authority  of  the  antiquities,  we  say  that  Vitellius,  the  president  of  Syria, 
■ent  Pontius  Pilate  to  Rome,  after  Pilate  had  been  procurator  of  Judea  exactly  ten 
years  ;  and  that  Valerius  Gratus  had  been  his  predecessor  exactly  eleven  years,  as  we 
hav«  already  stated.  These  two  procurators  occupied  twenty-one  years  of  the  reign 
of  Tiberius  Caesar ;  and  this  brings  us  to  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  reign  of  Ti* 
berios,  when  Vitellius  went,  immediately  upon  the  dismissal  of  Pilate,  to  Jerusalem,  and 
dismissed  Joseph  Caiaphas  from  the  high  priesthood !    So  that  there  now  renuuned  of 
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Tiberias*  reign,  one  year  and  five  months,  then  the  whole  reign  of  Caius  Ciesar,  three 
years  and  eight  months,  and  then  five  years  of  the  reign  of  Claudius  Caesar,  make  ten 
years  one  month  after  Caiaphas  was  dismissed  by  Vitellius,  before  Theudas  "  was 
brought  to  naught/* 

But,  further,  the  bible  a.  d.  33,  is  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  Tiberius  Cssar ;  then, 
to  the  time  of  the  death  of  Theudas,  is  exactly  thirteen  years,  added  to  a.  d.  33,  makes 
exactly  a.  d.  46.  Yet  Luke  makes  Gamaliel,  a  doctor  of  the  law,  say.  in  "  Acts  of  the 
Apostles :"  **  After  this  man  (Theudas !)  rose  up  Judas  in  tlie  time  of  the  taxing ;" 
which  taxing,  according  to  Luke^s  glad  tidings,  was,  **  When  Cyrenius  was  governor 
of  Syria  ;**  and,  when,  according  to  the  second  chapter,  Jesus  was  born  !  and  according 
to  **Antiq.  Jews,"  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  Augustus  Caesar's  reign  ! 

Was  Gamaliel  Eusebius?  Was  Eusebius  the  author  of  the  interpretations  in  Jose- 
phus  ?  Was  the  author  of  this  pious  forgery,  the  author  of  the  various  works  under  the 
name  of"  Paul  r 

A  great  council  was  convened,  a.  d.  325,  consisting  of  318  ecclesiastics,  besides 
presbyters  and  deacons,  under  the  auspices  of  Constantine,  the  first  christian  emperor, 
who,  "  instead  of  uniting  the  character  of  emperor  and  sovereign  pontifif  in  himself  when 
he  became  christian,  as  they  were  joined  in  him  and  all  the  other  emperors  in  the  pagan 
system  of  government,"  gave  to  this  council  the  seed-plot  of  *'  independent  wealth  and 
power,"  to  establish  the  tyranny  of  the  clergy  and  the  servility  of  the  laity.  At  this 
council  the  members  retained,  from  about  ninety  traditions,  only  four  called  the  evan- 
gelists. These  were  to  be  the  four  witnesses  called  saints,  to  testify  to  the  fact  of  the 
existenoe  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth — ^and  that  John  the  Baptist  was 
beheaded  by  Herod  Antipas,  tetrach  of  Galilee,  and  Perea,  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar  ;  and  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  put  to  the  crucifixion  of  the 
cross  by  the  Jerusalem  Jews,  under  the  procuratorship  of  Pontius  Pilate,  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberias  Cesar.  The  council  of  Nice  was,  it  would 
seem,  to  have  this  canon  called  the  new  testament,  in  Latin,  for  "  the  brethren"  only. 
Was  not  this  drama  made  not  more  than  five  years  after  the  deatli  of  Josephos  ?  Did 
not  Matthew  or  Clement  (in  his  "  Euodius")  lay  the  scene  with  regard  to  the  conception 
and  birth  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  King  of  Judea  ? 

Did  Clement  retain  the  holy  books  conceded  to  Josephus  by  Titus  Caesar,  after 
Josephus^s  death  ? 

What  caused  the  general  insurrection  of  the  Jews  in  all  parts  of  the  Roman  Empire,  • 
but  dreadful  acts  ;  and  for  what  cause  about  the  ninth  year  of  Trajan,  a.  d.  107  ?    \Vere 
there  any  apostles  of  the  first  century  ?     Were  there  any  such  beings,  till  about  the 
middle  of  Trajan*s  reign  ? 

The  design  of  the  canonized  gospels  was  to  confirm  one  another^s  accounts,  concern- 
ing John  the  Baptist  and  Jesus  of  Nazareth  both  being  preachers !  One  as  having 
been  beheaded  by  Herod  Antipas,  tetrach  of  Galilee  and  rerea,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Tiberius  Caesar,  because,  as  these  gospels  say,  John  the  Baptist  had,  before 
the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius,  rebuked  Herod  Antipas  for  taking  his  brother  PhiKp's 
wife,  Herodias,  away  from  Philip,  before  this  same  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius  Caesar ! 

By  reference  to  the  Antiq.  Jews,  it  will  be  seen  that  Herod  the  Great,  about  three 
years  before  his  death,  betrothed  this  same  Herodias  to  his  son  Herod  Philip,  who  was 
his  son  by  Cleopatra  of  Jerusalem,  and  by  interpolation  in  the  ^*  Antiquities,"  called  the 
son  of  Mariamne ! 

But  by  interpolations  a  Herod  and  a  Philip  have  been  introduced,  making  two  sons 
each  of  that  name.  One  of  each  name  has  been  interpolated,  as  have  been  the  sections 
in  Josephus  concerning  Jesus,  John  the  Baptist,  and  James  the  Just.  Herod  the 
Great's  will,  will  prove  interpolation.  In  his  last  will  it  will  be  seen,  that  there  were, 
after  the  death  of  Antipater,  only  three  sons  living,  namely,  Archelaus,  Herod  Antipas, 
and  Herod  Philip.  Herod  Philip  died  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius 
Cesar,  after  having  been  tetrarch  of  Batanca,  Trachonitis,  as  well  as  Auranitis,  with  a 
certain  part  of  what  was  called  the  house  of  Zcnodorus,  (but  all  which  Luke  calls 
Iturea,  and  the  region  of  Trachonitis !)  thirty-seven  years.  And  further,  that  it  was  afler 
the  death  of  Herod  Philip,  in  the  ''  Anti^  Jews,"  as  translated  from  the  Hebrew  into 
Greek  by  Josephus,  that  Herod  Antipas  put  away  Areta's  daughter,  with  whom  he 
had  lived  a  long  time,  and  married  Herodias,  who  was  now  the  widow  and  not  the  wife 
of  Philip. 

All  preachers  are  now  invited  by  Mr.  Jacobs,  to  show  that  when  Herod  the  king 
died,  he  left  more  sons  than  the  three  whom  we  have  named  above  ? 

Well  then,  in  order  to  show  who  the  writer  or  reviser  of  Luke's  gospel  was ;  who 
the  writer  of  the  acts  of  the  apostles  was  ;  who  the  writer  of  the  epistles  called  PauPa 
-we  think  the  great  Eusebiutt,  according  to  his  own  doubtful  words,  produced  the 
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famous  section  in  the  Antiq.  Jews,  concerning  Jesus.  It  seems  that  he  waa  this  veiy 
same  Saiil,  alias  Paul,  alias  Terteus,  alias  Eusebius  Pamphili,  associated  with  thies 
hundred  and  eighteen  ecclesiastics,  at  the  council  of  Nice!  The  epistles  show  the 
greut  object  of  the  council,  that  never  intended  the  new  testament,  which  was  then 
made,  Xo  be  for  the  people's  use  and  reading.  Now  for  quotations  from  the  epistles. 
Luke,  ch.  ix.,  ▼.  30,  21  :  "He  said  unto  them,  but  whom  say  ye  that  I  am?  Peter 
answering  said,  tlie  Christ  of  God.  And  he  straightly  charged,  and  comnmnded  Ihem 
to  tell  no  man  that  thing."  So  St.  Matthew  or  St.  Clement,  whether  his  was  Romanuj 
original  drama,  St.  Ignatius^s,  or  St.  Euodius's  drama,  but  as  revised  at  the  council  ui 
Nice.  Chap  xvi.,  verses  16  and  16,  He,  Jesus,  is  made  to  say  :  "  But  whom  say  ye  (the 
preachers)  that  I  am  1"  16,  '*  And  Simon  Peter  answered  and  siid,  thou  art  tJie  ChriM, 
the  son  of  the  living  God."  20th  v.,  '*Then  charged  he  his  disciples  (Simon's  preachers) 
tliut  they  should  tell  no  man  that  he  was  Jesus  the  Christ."  IMie  heresy  was  so  great, 
that  it  had  to  be  exorcised  at  the  council  of  Nice.  The  father  of  this  ecelesiasUctl 
history,  a  writer  who  could  write  concerning  Augustus,  Theudas  and  Judas,  in  the  time 
of  the  taxing,  as  well  backwards  as  forwards,  was  a  miraculous  and  "  inspired  writer.^ 
Yet  Jesus  of  Nazareth  forbids,  as  the  gospels  pretend,  his  apostles  so  called,  to  make, 
him  known  as  the  son  of  God,  who  was  sent  into  the  world  to  save  mankind,  and  abso- 
lutely attributes  to  God  one  of  the  grossest  absurdities  of  which  the  miud  of  man  can 
possibly  conceive.  First  Tim.  chap,  iii,  v.  10  :  **  And  without  controversy,  great  is  tlie 
mystery  of  godliness,"  &c.  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  chap,  ii.,  v.  7 :  "  Hut  we  (the 
preachers)  speak  the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  even  the  hidden  wisdom  of  God,  or- 
dained before  the  world  unto  our  glory." 

The  world  should  observe  what  had  been  written  as  to  **  The  wisdom  of  Jeaus,  the 
aon  of  Sirach,  or  Ecclesiasticus.     His  prologues,"  &c. 

Did  not  these  furnish  the  idea  of  Jesus  and  Christ  ? 

As  Jesus  knew  the  Hebrew  well,  what  motive  could  Jesus  have  for  making  a  trans' 
lation  of  his  own  work  into  another  language,  for  the  benefit  of  strangers  ?  And  why 
should  Jesus  himself  say,  *^  found  a  book"  in  ^*  the  time  of  Euergetes  ?"  &c.,  when  this 
very  Jesus  lived  five  hundred  and  twenty  years  before  a.  d.  commenced ! 

But  to  the  quotations.  First  Cor.  chap,  iv.,  v.  1 :  "  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us, 
(the  preachers,)  as  ministers  of  Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God."  Second 
Epistle  to  the  Cor.,  chap,  iv.,  v.  3  .  '*  But  if  our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that 
are  lost."  Our  is  what  was  adopted  at  the  council  of  Nice.  Epistle  to  the  Gal.«  chap, 
i.,  V.  8  :  "  But  though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you 
than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  accursed."  Second  Epistle  to 
Thess.,  chap,  ii.,  v.  15  :  **  Therefore,  brethren,  (Preachers,)  stand  fast,  and  hold  the 
traditions  (of  Nice)  which  ye  have  been  taught,  whether  by  word  or  our  epistle." 

Second  Epistle  to  Timothy,  chap.  i.  14,  *'  That  good  thing  (The  Newlestamentand 
the  mystery  of  the  incarnation  of  Jesus)  which  was  committed  unto  thee,  keep  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  which  dwelleth  in  us."  (ihap.  ii.  8,  "  Remember  that*  Jesus  Christ,  of  the 
seed  of  David,  was  raised  from  the  dead,  according  to  my  gospel :  (the  gospel  of  Nice). 
Second  Peter,  ch.  i.  16,  "  Moreover,  I  will  endeavor  that  ye  may  be  able  after  my 
decease,  to  have  these  things  always  in  remembrance,"  verse  20,  **  Knowing  this  first, 
that  no  prophecy  of  this  scripture  is  of  any  private  interpretation." 

The  father  is  an  infinite  being,  so  are  the  son,  and  holy  ghost.  Three  infinities  are 
thus  involved,  the  height  of  all  absurdities !  Luke,  ch.  viii.  10 :  "  And  he"  (Jesus) 
**  said,  unto  you,"  the  disciples  or  preachers,  *'  it  is  given  to  know  the  mysteries,**  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  ;  but  to  others  in  parables ;  that  seeing  they  might  not  see,  and 
hearing  they  might  not  understand."  *^  The  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,"  the  -  Wars  of  the 
Jews,"  **  the  life  of  Josephus,"  and  his  "Books  against  Apion,"  are,  in  part,  tite  proto* 
type  of"  The  New  Testament,"  &c.,  see  one  quotation  **  Life  of  Josephus,"  section  i9. 
"  When  therefore  silence  was  made  by  the  whole  multitude,^ I  spake  thus  tn  them :  O 
my  countrymen,  I  refuse  not  to  die,  if  justice  so  reqiiire."  And  now  see  "  Actb  of  the 
Apostles,"  chap,  xxv,  11,  "  For  if  I  be  an  oflTender,  or  have  committed  anything  worthy 
of  death,  I  refuse  not  to  die  !" 

Josephus'  life  was  written  about  the  last  thing  he  did  I—^about  a.  d.  100 !  This  the 
Council  of  Nice's  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles"— Matthew,  chap,  xxvii.  44,  *\The  Ihieres 
also,  which  were  crucified  with  him,  cast  the  same  in  his  teeth." 

**  Antiquities  of  the  Jews,"  Book  xviii.  ch.  vi.  sec.  2.  (latter  part)  : — 

"  While  Herod  hit  him  in  the  teeth  with  his  poverty,"  &c. 

Ecclesiasticus,  chap.  XXXV.  19,  "Till  he  have  rendered  to  every  mao  according  to 
his  deeds,  and  to  the  works  of  men  according  to  their  devices,"  &c. 

Luke's,  Saul's,  Paul's,  Eusebius's  or  Council  of  Nice's  Epistle  to  the  Romans  >-* 

Chap.  ii.  6,  "  Who  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds,"    Second  £»• 
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dnu%  chap.  xti.  44,  '*  They  that  marry,  as  they  that  shall  get  no  children  :  and  they 
that  marry  not,  as  the  widowers." 

Council  of  Nice's — First  Cor.  chap.  ^ii.  29,  "  Bnt  this  I  say,^  brethren,  the  time  is 
short :  it  remaineth,  that  both  they  that  have  wives  be  as  though  they  had  none." 

It  is  thus  demonstrated,  that  the  works  of  Josephus  were  in  the  hands  of  the  writer, 
or  writers  of  the  Books  contained  in  the  New  Testament ;  and  that  the  New  Testament 
was  written  long  after  the  death  of  Josephus,  aided  by  the  sacred  books  given  to  Jose- 
phus by  Titus  Caesar,  a.  d.,  70. 

The  New  Testament  was  then  made,  at  the  Council  of  Nice.  The  art  of  printing, 
Martin  Luther,  &c.,  enabled  us  to  read  the  scriptures,  that  were  appropriated  to  the 
clergy.  Then  it  was  that  the  dawn  of  science  enabled  men  to  advance  further,  to 
escape  the  dark  ages — had  permission  to  calculate  the  time  of  an  eclipse,  or  measure  the 
circumference  of  the  earth  !  Romans,  ch.  iii.  28  : — the  writer  says,  "  Therefore  we 
(Uie  preachers,)  conclude  that  man  is  justified  by  faith  (in  Jesus)  without  the  deeds  of  the 
law."  This  is  to  justify  himself  and  all  preachers  in  future  time,  for  the  gospel  plan  of 
pious  lying  !  Now  for  the  7th  verse  of  this  same  chapter  iii.,  and  we  think,  that  no 
man,  in  his  right  reason,  can  construe  the  verse  in  any  other  sense,  than,  that  he  admits 
his  gospels  to  be  a  falsehood  !  "  For  if  the  truth  of  God  hath  more  abounded  through 
my  lie  (told  by  me,  and  my  witnesses,  Matthew,  Mark,  and  John's  traditionary  gospels, 
vamped  up  at  the  Council !)  unto  his  glory ;  why  vet  am  I  also  judged  as  a  sinner  ?" 
Truth  and  lie  are  opposites — the  one  is  of  God — the  other  is  evil. 

If  God  cannot  lie,  he  never  entrusted  that  power  to  others.  It  is  an  assumption — ^a 
^Isehood. 

But  the  writer  says,  in  verse  10th,  ''  As  it  is  written,  tliere  is  none  righteous,  no, 
not  one." 

Now  to  suppose  God  capable  of  lying,  would  be  to  suppose  him  capable  of  destroying 
himself! 

But  Christ  is  placed  as  one,  **  Who  being  in  the  likeness  of  God,  thought  it  no  rob- 
bery to  be  equal  with  God !" 

All  this  is  a  direct  declaration  of  war  against  God's  moral  government  over  human 
affairs. 

As  to  John  the  Baptist's  being  first  shut  up  in  prison,  and  then  beheaded  by  Herod 
Antipas,  in 'the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  C«sar,  for  having,  as  these  gos- 
pels say,  rebuked  Herod  for  taking  his  brother  Philip's  wife,  Herodias,  away  from 
Philip  while  living !  f»nd  that  too,  before  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius  Cassar's  reign  ! ! 

In  Josephus'  *'  Antiq.  Jews,'*  Book  xviii,  chapters  iv,  v,  vi,  we  see  that  it  was  after 
the  death  of  Herod  Philip,  which  happened  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tibe- 
rius Ciesar  ;  and  there  we  will  also  see,  that  it  was  between  the  death  of  Philip  and  the 
death  of  Tiberius,  which  death  happened  three  years  after  Philip's,  that  Herod  Antipas, 
tetrarch  of  Galilee  and  Perea,  put  away  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Aretas,  king 
of  Arabia  Petrea,  with  which  wife  he  had  lived  a  long  time,  and  married  Herodias,  who 
most  to  a  moral  certainty,  have  been  at  this  very  time,  Philip's  widow,  not  wife !  The 
amount  of  argument  is  by  the  nature  of  the  testimonies,  that  Matthew  and  Luke  confute 
one  another,  and  are  confuted  by  the  facts  of  authentic  history. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth  could  not  have  been  born  ^*  in  the  days  of  Herod  the  king  of  Judea," 
and  also  have  been  born  ^'when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria." 

Captions. — ^^  Antiq.  Jews,"  by  Flavius  Josephus,  Book  xv.,  "  Containing  the 
interval  of  eighteen  years — from  the  death  of  Antigonus,  to  the  finishing 
of  the  temple  by  Herod." 18  years. 

Book  xvi. — ^**  Containing  the  interval  of  twelve  years — from  the  finishing  of 

the  temple  by  Herod,  to  the  death  of  Alexander  and  Aristobulus."  .         .     12  years. 

Book  xvii. — '*  Containing  the  interval  of  14  years— from  the  death  of  Alex- 
ander and  Aristobulus,  to  tlie  banishment  of  Archelaus."        .         .         .14  years. 

Making  together, •        .        44  years. 

From  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  from  Antigonus,  by  Herod  and  Sarins,  to  the  banish- 
ment of  Archelaus,  was  just  forty-four  years.  Josephus  authorizes  us  to  say,  that 
**  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,"  "  lived  since  he  had  procured  Antigonus  to  be  slain,  tliirty- 
fuur  years."  It  has  been  proved  that  it  was  afler  the  banishment t)f  Archelaus  to  Vienna, 
B  city  of  Gaol,  that  Augustus  Caesar  sent  Cyrenius  into  Syri«'i  and  Judea,  to  make  the 
famous  "  taxings  which  were  made  (decreed)  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Caesar's  vic- 
tory over  Antony  at  Actium  ;"  and,  when  Herod,  by  the  Captions  to  Books  xv,xvi,  and 
xviiy  08  above,  bad  been  dead  and  buried  ten  years. 
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If  then  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  born  as  Matthew  evidences,  when  Herod,  the  king  of 
Jadea,  was  living.  Luke^s  evidence  is  as  large  an  untruth,  and  as  base  a  fabricatioD,  sa 
was  ever  palmed  upon  the  world. 

For  Luke  absolutely  says,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  born  '*  when  Cyrenius  was 
governor  of  Syria,"  and  Judea,  taxing' the  Jews.  And  Josephns^  authentic  "  Antiqui- 
ties of  the  Jews,'*  declares  that  these  "  taxings  were  made  (decreed,)  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  (year)  of  Cassar^s  victory  over  Antony  at  Actium  !"  And  also,  that  Cyrenius 
was  sent  by  Cnsar  to  make  those  taxings  after  the  banishment  of  Archclaus  and  atler 
Archelaus'  country  was  laid  to  the  province  of  Syria."  Luke,  ch.  i.  6,  "There  w^asin 
the  days  of  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,  a  certain  priest  named  Zacharias,"  &c.  **  John 
the  Baptiht"  was  born  in  the  living  days  of  *'  Herod  the  king  of  Judea  ;"  and  "  Jesus  of 
Nazareth"  was  he  begotten  in  the  sixth  month  after  "  John  the  Baptist,"  "  was  be- 
gotten?" Luke,  ch.  2,  Twelve  years  and  nine  months  after  Christ^s  conception,  and 
upwards  of  ten  years  after  the  death  of  "  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,"  and  after  the  ban- 
ishment of  Archelaus  to  Vienna,  and  after  Archelaus'  country  was  laid  to  the  province 
of  Syria,  and  "  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria"  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the 
reign  of  Augustus  Ccesar,  taxing  the  Jews  there,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  at  last  brought 
forth,  exactly  between  five  years  and  a^half,  and  six  years  and  a  half,  before  the  death 
of  Augustus  Csesar,  and  therefore,  just  exactly  between  five  years  and  a  half  and  six 
years  and  a  half,  before  Tiberius  Caesar  commenced  his  reign  ?  At  the  time  "  when  Cyre- 
nius was  governor  of  Syria,"  there  was  no  such  man  living,  as  Herod  the  king  of 
Judea. 

Nor  any  such  things  as  stated  in  Matthew,  ch.  ii.  v.  1,  "  Now  when  Jesus  was  bora 
in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  in  the  days  of  Herod  the  king,  behold,  there  came  wi^e  meo 
from  the  east  to  Jerusalem."  No  such,  as  in  verse  2  :  "  Saying,  where  is  he  that  is 
born  king  of  the  Jews?  for  we  (the  wise  men)  have  seen  his  star  in  the  east,  and  are 
come  to  worship  him."  No  such  thing,  as  verse  3 :  "  When  Herod  the  king  had 
heard  these  things,  he  was  troubled,  jand  all  Jerusalem  with  him."  And  all  the  otbex 
matters  about  Herod  the  king,  even  to  the  end  of  this  whole  chapter  are  contradicted, 
as  if  all,  were  a  false  statement.  But,  instead  of  fleeing  into  Egypt,  and  remaining 
there  all  Archelaus  reigned  in  the  room  of  his  father  Ilerod ;  and,  instead  of  "  Out 
of  Kgypt  have  I  called  my  son ;"  and  instead  of  "  He  turned  aside  into  the  parts  of 
Galilee ;  and  came  and  dvv-elt  in  a  city  called  Nazareth  ;  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which 
was  spoken  by  the  prophets,  he  shall  be  called  a  Nazarene."  Luke  says,  that  after 
the  circumcision  of  the  young  child  :  "  His  parents  returned  into  their  own  city 
Nazareth!"  And  verse  41,  he  says: — "Now  his  parents  went  to  Jerusalem,  every 
year  at  the  feast  of  the  passover."  And  Luke  says,  verse  2 :  that  Jesus  of  NazareUi 
was  born,  "  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria."  The  **  Antiquities  of  the  Jews," 
by  Flavins  Josephus,  establish  the  fart,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Luke,  was  born  exactly  between  five  and  a  half  and  six  and  a  half  years, 
before  Tiberius  Caesar  commenced  his  reign !  And,  when  Cyrenius  was  taxing  the 
Jews,  and  disposing  of  Archelaus^  house  and  money  !  And  now  for  the  angePs  asser- 
tion to  Mary,  "  For  with  God,  nothing  shall  be  impossible."  Shall  God,  whether  he 
will  or  not,  sanction  the  truth  of  Matthew's  testimony  :  thus — **^  Now  when  Jesus  wm 
born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  in  the  days  of  Herod  the  king,  behold,  there  came  wise 
men  from  the  east  to  Jerusalem,"  &c. 

And,  also,  sanction  the  truth  of  Luke's  testimony ;  thus,  chap.  ii.  v.  9,  "  And,  lo. 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round 
about  them :  and  they  were  sore  afraid.  10,  And  the  angel  said  vnto  them,  fear 
not :  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people, 
11,  For  unto  you,  (when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,)  is  born  this  day  in  the  city 
of  David,  a  savior,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord."  Is  it  right  to  suppose  or  say  that  God 
shall  be  so  unlike  himself,  and  so  like  these  two  statements  as  to  sanction  the  truth  of 
any  such  things  1 

Others  can  decide  on  this  impious  boldness  of  Luke,  Saul,  Paul,  Tertcus,  alias  Kusc- 
bius,  alias  the  council  of  Nice.  If  there  be  any  error  in  all  this,  it  is  not  meant  by  the 
reviewers.  The  fault  is  in  the  New  Testament.  Well,  we  have  the  child  Jesus,  now 
exactly  between  five  and  a  half  years,  and  six  and  a  half  years  old,  as  we  take  Lnke^s 
3rd  chapter,  verse  1,  "  Now  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius  Cjesar, 
Pontiu§  Pilate  being  governor  of  Judea,  and  Herod  (Antipas,)  being  tetrach  of  Galilee, 
(and  Perea,)  and  his  brother  (Herod)  Philip,  tetrarch  of  Iturea  and  tlie  region  of  Tra- 
chonitis,  and  Lysanias  the  tetrarch  of  Abilene.''  There  was  no  such  tetrarch  as 
Lysanias,  at  the  time  referred  to. 

Second  verse. — ''  Annas  and  Caiaphas,  (Joseph  Caiaphas,)  being  the  high  priests  ;** 
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(there  never  was  bnt  one  high,  priest  at  a  time).     Verse  23rd :  "  And  Jesas  himself 
began  to  be  about  thirty  years  of  age,"  &c. 

Yrs.       M.      D. 
Jesns  was  six  years  and  six  months  old  the  >  a  r        a 

very  day  that  Cyrenius  arrived  in  Judea  j 

Add  the  whole  reign  of  Tiberius  Cesar  22  5        3 

Jesns  was  when  Tiberius  Cesar  died,  just 28         11        3  old. 

Add  the  whole  reign  of  Caius  Cssar 3  8        0 

When  Claudius  Cesar's  reign  commenced,  Jesus  was 32  7        3  old. 

If  the  evidence  of  Luke,  or  the  Council  of  Nice,  were  the  truth  as  to  Jesus'  birth, 
"  When  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,"  Jesus  could  not  have  commenced  "  preach- 
ing"' at  the  "  age  of  thirty  years,"  until  some  time  in  the  reign  of  Caius  Cesar !  Nor 
could  he  have  been  "  scourged,  crucified  and  nailed  to  the  cross,"  until  al)out  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Cladius  Cesar,  to  be  thirty-tliree  or  tliirty-four  years  old  at  his 
crucifixion ! 

What  is  the  tme  result  T  As  Matthew  tells  the  tradition  by  divine  inspiration,  that 
Jtf*sus,  and  he  crucified,  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  at  least 
two  years  before  the  death  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea,  according  to  ch,  ii.  v.  16, 
Matt.,  "  Slew  all  the  children  in  Bethlehem  and  all  the  coasts  thereof,  from  two  years 
and  under,  according  to  the  time  which  he  (llcrod)  had  diligently  enquired  of  the  wise 
men  ;"  and,  consequently,  Jesus  was  conceived  nine  months  before  his  birth  ! 

Yet  the  same  God  inspires  Luke  to  tell  the  tradition,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  ho 
crucified  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  conceived  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea, 
in  the  sixth  month  after  John  the  Baptist. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  he  crucified  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  of 
Judea.,  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,  and  taxing  the  Jews  "in  the  thirty. 
Reventh  (year)  of  Cesar's  victory  over  Antony,  at  Aclium,"  which  was  after  Archelaus 
had  been  Ethnarch  of  Judea,  Samaria,  and  IJumca,  ten  years  from  Herod's  death,  and 
after  Archelaus'  country  was  laid  to  the  province  of  Syria!  Yet  Jesus  was  also  born 
*•  when  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea,"  was  living !  The  birth  of  Christ,  according  to 
Luke,  is  twelve  years  and  nine  months  after  conception,  if  Luke  \a  right !  As  the  con- 
cppiion  was  **  in  the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  of  Judea,"  and  exactly  in  the  sixth  month 
after  the  conception  of  John  the  Baptist,  "  the  days  were  accomplished  that  she  should 
\ye  delivered,"  "  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,"  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the 
reijin  of  Augustus  Cesar  ! 

Herod  lived  twenty-seven  years,  from  the  fight  at  Actium. 

Josephus  says  Augustus  Cesar  reigned  fiHyrseven  years,  six  months,  and  two  days, 
in  all,  and  that  of  this  time,  Antony  ruled  with  him  fourteen  years — to  the  fight  at 
Actium.  Therefore,  Augustus  Cesar  reigned  alone,  from  the  fight  at  Actium,  just 
forty-three  years,  six  months,  and  two  days. 

Yrs.-     M.     D. 

Augustus  Cesar  reigned,  from  the  fight  at  A ctium, 43        6        2 

Herod,  the  king  of  Judea,  reigned  from  the  fight  of  Actium, 27        ^        0 

So  Augustus  survived  king  Herod, 16        6        2 

Archelaus,  successor  to  his  father  Herod,  ruled  as  ethnarch  over 
Idumea,  Samaria,  and  Judea,  until  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  govern- 
ment.    Now  take  these  ten  years, 10        0        0 

Leaving  of  Augustus'  life  at  the  banishment  of  Archelaus, 6        6        2 

After  banishment  of  Archelaus,  Augustus  Cesar  sent  CjTcnius  into  Syria  and  Judea, 
to  make  the  taxing,  &c.  Now  add  the  twenty-seven  years  of  Herod's  reign  to  the  ten 
years  of  Archelaus,  equals  "  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Cesar's  victory  over  Antony 
at  Actium."  Add  to  these  thirty-seven  years  the  seven  years  back,  from  the  fight  at 
Actium  to  the  taking  of  Jerusalem  from  Antigonus,  equals  forty-four  years,  equals  the 
amount  of  the  captions  of  the  three  books  mentioned  forty-fonr  years  from  the  taking 
of  Jerusalem  from  Antigonus  to  the  banishment  of  Archelaus. 

Mathew  and  Luke  destroy  each  other's  testimony. 

Matthew  says  that  the  birth  and  time  of  birth  of  Jesns  of  Nazareth,  and  all  other  eh-- 
cumstances  mentioned  by  him  are  true  ;  there  being  no  less  than  two  warnings  of  God, 
two  warnings  of  an  angel,  one  advice  of  an  angel,  and  the  absolute  fulfilment  of  five 
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prophecies,  in  the  lifetime  of  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,  to  prove  the  statements  of  hiUy 
canonized  as  a  saint. 

But  Luke  says  that  the  conception  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  in  the  days  of  Herod 
the  king  of  Judea,  when  Cyrenius  was  governor  of  Syria,  and  that  it  is  true :  and  this 
is  the  most  astonishing  miracle  in  the  New  Testament. 

Shepherds,  angels,  and  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host,  praising  God,  prove  the 
statement  of  him  a  canonized  saint.     Both  prove  each  other  false,  and  liars. 

As  to  Jesus,  mentioned  in  Josephus,  in  a.d.  93,  Josephus  translated  from  the  He- 
brew records,  "  all  according  to  what  is  written  in  our  sacred  books  ;'^  ^*  for  this  is  wliat 
I  promised  to  do^  in  the  beginning  of  this  history ,''  the  antiquities  of  the  Jews. 

Christ^s  age  could  nut  permit  any  record,  by  the  high  priests,  during  the  reign  of 
Tiberius  Caesar. 

Joseph  Caiaphas  was  dismissed  from  the  high  priesthood,  by  Yitcllius,  in  the  twenty- 
second  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius.     Caiaphas  could  not  make  that  section,  of  course. 

The  president,  Vitellius,  had  sent  Pilate  home  to  Kome,  when  Pilate  had  been  in 
Judea  exactly  ten  years. 

As  the  records  were  with  the  high  priests  and  prophets,  Caiaphas  had  nothing  tx>  do 
with  them.     Of  course,  Josephus  could  not  translate  them  when  not  written. 

Eusebius^  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  the  Evangelists,  &c.,  to  a.d.  324.  Cer- 
tainly the  attestation  of  those  I  have  already  produced  concerning  our  Savior,  may  be 
sufficient.  However,  it  may  not  be  amiss,  if,  over  and  above,  we  make  use  of  Jose- 
phus, the  Jew,  for  further  witness  ;  who,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  his  antiquities,  when 
he  was  writing  the  history  of  what  happened  under  Pilate,  makes  mention  of  our  Savior 
in  these  words,'*  &c*  :  The  council  of  Nice  is  the  time,  a.d.  325,  when  all  this  wan 
hatched. 

It  will  be  well  to  observe,  "  that  Eusebius  was  the  renowned  father  of  ecclesiastical 
history,  about  the  year  313,  a.d.  At  that  time  Christianity  first  received  a  full  and 
effectual  toleration — still  rising  in  the  favor  of  Constantino,  till  it  was  at  length  declared 
the  established  religion  of  the  empire.''  Soon  after  that,  the  Arian  controversy  involved 
all  Europe  and  Asia. 

The  Arians  went  against  consubstantiality,  held  that  Christ  was  a  created  being. 
The  most  undignified  contention  arose  ;  bishops  were  exiled.  There  were  council  after 
council — ^the  most  disgraceful  scenes — deliberate  falsehoods,  and  fraud  to  fraud,  perpe- 
trated by  them.  There  were  deposition  and  excommunication,  riots  and  massacre  by 
the  rabble  of  both  sides. 

Who  were  the  earlier  clergy,  according  to  Gregory  Nov.  1  In  the  4th  oentnry,  they 
were  avaricious,  quarrelsome,  licentious,  and,  in  one  word,  unprincipled.  The  councils 
instituted  miserable  persecutions  of  heretics. 

Valmo,  the  Arian  Emperor,  drove  several  orthodox  bishops  into  exile.  What  could 
be  more  relentless  than  Uie  tyranny  of  the  bishops  ? 

Josephus  has  been  one  of  the  right  hand  books  of  Christians ;  and  if  he  be  not  ortho- 
dox, it  is  not  our  fault. 

But  here,  are  four  authors,  and  they  saints,  against  one ;  that  seems  enough  to  over- 
whelm, amotig  bigots ;  but,  with  honest  minds,  one  author  of  veracity  outweighs  a  world 
full  of  impostor-priests,  if  they  bo  affiliated  perjurers.  If  Josephus  be  wrong,  then  is 
the  base  of  the  Christian  faith  wrong,  for  the  books,  whence  were  translated  Uie  works 
of  Josephus,  were  entitled,  as  so-called  sacred  books  from  the  priests,  to  as  much  weight 
as  any  in  their  archives. 

If  the  archives  of  Judaism  were  corrupt,  then  all  sectarian  creeds,  tliat  build  on 
them,  partake  of  that  corruption. 

As  Josephus  has  been  introduced  by  the  Christians,  to  prove  the  supposed  eulogium 
about  Christ,  it  is  right  that  we  analyze  him  there. 

The  mere  adoption  of  principles  proves  mortal  acts.  A  co-equal  with  God  creates 
principles,  if  he  do  not  he  is  a  degraded  impostor.  No  Christ  ever  created  principles, 
Xjrod  did  that,  and  superseded  any  such  pretence.  All  such  pretences  have  accom- 
plished their  intended  object,  to  stultify  and  fleece  the  poor  people.  But  as  to  chris- 
itianity — that  is  only  peculiar  faith,  which  will  benefit  no  country,  but  will  embarrass  by 
its  intrigues  civilization.  Though  the  world  may  be  considered  public  property  for 
most  to  plunder,  it  will  not  be  yielded  to  peculiar  faith  a  pirate  of  society.  But  this  or 
that  supposed  great  man,  believed  atheism  or  polytheism.  That  very  fact  detracts  from 
his  greatness,  proves  his  error  and  vitiated  opinion,  or  those  qf  his  age  and  times.  All 
that  proves  nothing  for  him,  and  less  for  such  creed  that  has  to  resort  to  such  pitiiul 
•pretexts  to  bolster  up  its  false  faith.  But  what  do  I  think  of  Christ  feeding  so  many 
thousands  ?    That  remains  to  be  proved. 

God  does  not  lead  man  into  temptation ;  that  is  a  libel  in  the  prayer  of  Christ,  who  is 
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^n  ignorant  bat  dangerous  instrament  of  straw,  in  the  hands  of  most  artful,  designing 
impostors,  unprincipled  priestocracies.  Now  so  far  from  being  messiah,  he  estranges 
mind  from  religion  and  rationality,  its  noble  blessing,  from  its  author  God  of  the  uni- 
verse, and  carries  mind  afler  strange  gods,  alien  to  its  creation  and  preservation. 

The  whole  is  the  worst  state  of  sophists,  idolatry.  AU  this  has  proved  the  worst 
species  of  raind-caanibalisro,  a  ferocious  moioch,  a  sacrifice  of  billions  upon  its  most 
unholy  altars. 

Christ  is  the  peculiar  god's  libeller,  usurper  of  his  rights,  blasphemous  defomer  of 
his  reputation.  The  pries'tocracy  knew  the  calibre  of  all  ttie  peculiar  gods,  and  such 
petty  characters  made  atheists.  I  have  used  my  own  judgment  on  the  best  analysis  of 
This  whole  subject,  else  I  might  have  committed  myself  to  Socrates,  Bolingbroke  and 
others,  who  were  forced  by  the  vices  of  polytheism,  or  tlie  laws  of  arbitrary  force,  to 
acquiesce  in  much  of  mind's  errors. 

Tom  Paine  is  the  most  philosophical  that  I  have  read  since  I  had  nearly  written  this 
work,  but  I  have  not  near  read  all.  If  Christianity  depend  on  the  old  bible,  the  new, 
that  supersedes  the  old  dispensation,  cannot  be  true.  The  immediate  resurrection  of 
the  spirit  must  take  place,  and  hence  that  of  Christ  is  properly  disproved,  as  his  petty 
dramatists  were  ignorant  of  what  they  attempted.  In  the  universe,  all  phenomena 
niust  come  under  the  cognizance  of  cause  and  effect,  to  come  under  their  legitimate 
designs,  the  five  senses  over  which  reason  most  preside,  to  procure  rational,  not  dBlu- 
sive  or  illusory  results. 

We  ought  to  be  most  grateful,  that  we  live  in  an  age  and  free  country,  exempt  from 
Tnuch  of  the  malign  influences  of  customs  and  habits  of  superstition.  Christianity  is 
western  Buddhism.  Both  forms  have  been  ejected,  by  China,  very  properly.  What 
did  this  fanatic  know  of  the  character  of  God,  with  whom  he  affected  familiarity  ? 
Prayer,  to  avoid  temptation !  All  this  is  the  pagan  error  of  superstition,  as  God  has  not 
in  his  attributes  such  a  quality.  It  premises  the  wisest  actions  of  mind,  precautionary 
to  all  such  position.  Mind  has  to  be  strictly  guarded  against  all  the  besetting  errors  of 
life  ;  always,  therefore,  its  best  judgment  and  most  innocent  action  are  to  be  promoted. 
The  noblest  views  have  to  be  addressed  to  mind,  that  mind  most  rational  may  rally  most 
rationally  against  all  besetting  life  difficulties.  All  systems  of  christs  and  meseiahships 
take  away  from  mind,  most  stupidly,  its  inherent  functions,  and  cause  it  to  forego  all  its 
intrinsic  qualities  for  time,  and  neglectftil  of  the  brightest' hopes  for  eternity,  as  far  as 
mind  may  be  concerned.  The  Creator  has,  with  perfect  wisdom,  instituted  the  universe 
aright.  All  rational  minds  have  then  to  appreciate  their  duty,  and  perform  it  excellently. 
They  have  to  correct  themselves,  not  idly  to  expect  any  change  in  the  immutable  author 
of  the  universe.  Such  expectation  is  most  superstitious,  and  delete  abundantly  from 
the  best  corrections  of  mind. 

By  the  principles  of  the  universe,  all  christs  must  be  annunciators  of  a  bible  of  rational 
mind  and  religion,  or  declare  themselves  sectarian  professors  of  peculiar  faith,  ail  the 
bibles  of  which  are  hbels  of  God,  and  all  the  maintainers  are  libellers. 

No  amount  of  disciples  of  any  proposed  pretended  Cbrist-messiah  eould  substantiate 
his  mission,  as  they  as  mortals  have  no  qualification  to  entitle  mind,  that  ihey  supplant 
to  credence. 

As  to  the  existence  of  Caesar,  Alexander,  or  the  Jesus,  not  Christ,  the  vagrant  men- 
tioned by  Josephus,  they  are  historical  statements  that  are  probable  and  possible ;  but 
no  prophecies,  miracles,  are  probable  or  possible,  while  the  universe  exists.  All  the 
universe  addresses  a  rational  being^s  senses  all  the  time,  and  rebukes  all  the  peculiar 
bibles  as  utterly  false,  by  the  very  existence  and  nature  ef  things. 

But  you  affect  that  Christ  had  enough,  besides  his  genealogy,  to  identify  him. 

This  defect  abont  his  genealogy  is  impracticable,  and  renders  the  whole  canse  hope- 
less.    As  to  any  other  evidence,  that  remaina  to  bo  folly  tested. 

The  clearest  language  of  God,  the  Creator  ef  the  universe,  cause  and  effect,  conclu- 
sively contradict  all  prophecies,  miracles.  Mysteries  and  enigmas,  are  the  works  of  the 
priestocracy,  who  fabricate  all  the  necessary  machinery  of  peculiar  faith.  '  All  such  is 
analogous  the  world  over,  whether  Christian,  Jew,  or  Mormon,  or  any  other  pagan  ;  all 
are  to  deceive  the  world,  the  best  being  the  most  artful  deception,  and  the  most  profita- 
ble investment.  Names  are  nothing,  faith  is  nothing,  actions  prove  all,  and  the  thing 
itself  stands  out  in  the  boldest  relief.  Priestcrafl  and  kingcraft  put  their  heads  together, 
complotted  in  collusion  to  come  it  over  the  world,  the  sovereign  people,  who  have  stood 
looking  on  at  a  vulgar  distance,  most  awfully  deceived.  ^  or  thousands  of  years  the 
world  progressed  as  God  had  made,  not  needing  anything  but  the  best  light  of  rational 
mind,  the  guardian  and  protector  of  the  people,  till  superstition  and  its  myrmidqns  got 
the  ascendancy.  Mind  was  so  constituted  that  it  was  to  solve  the  universe  problem, 
hut  here  came  the  priestocracy  and  arrested  its  proper  functions  of  religion,  and  gave  the 
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basest  substitate,  tbe  worst  coin,  peculiar  faith,  that  appropriates  even  God  the  Creator. 
Fortunately  for  mankind,  and  rational  religion,  the  whole  is  mockery,  a  vile  pageant,  a 
base  imitation.  All  is  contingent  and  partial.  Its  bibles  have  mistranslations,  wTOOg 
punctuation,  the  deepest  corruptions  and  falsifications  ;  whereas,  God^s  scriptures  are 
read  by  all  the  world,  though  speaking  thousands  of  different  languages,  without  diffi- 
culty, and  would  have  done  so  to  the  end  of  time,  but  for  the  most  blasphemous  conup- 
tion  of  the  priestocracy. 

Who  are  the  worst  sinners  of  the  world  ?  The  priestocracy,  who  mislead  the  world 
from  religion  and  God's  bible,  to  their  peculiar  faiths,  bibles  and  tricks.  Whether  they 
be  the  Incas  of  Peru,  or  the  Brahmins  of  Hindoostan,  the  priestocracy  are  the  same, 
devoted  to  their  peculiar  province.  They  all  have  their  tradition  most  peculiar,  and 
seek  to  be  the  children  of  their  peculiar  god,  the  sun,  and  other  fancies.  All  the  pre- 
tenders have  the  odious  legends  of  faith,  and  put  their  peculiar  gods  in  very  bad  com- 
pany. The  trinitarians  place  their  best  peculiar  god  in  company  with  an  earth-born,  a 
mortal,  who  died,  and  make  them  equal.  Now  this  makes  the  chief  too  small  for  phy- 
sical or  religious  competency — most  clearly  so.  But  they  do  worse  than  all  that,  fur 
they  put  both  in  the  worst  of  bad  company,  even  with  the  devil,  with  whom  they  have 
familiar  conversation.  Now  all  this  is  the  creation '  of  the  priestocracy,  and  proves 
vitiated  taste  and  miserable  morals,  no  religion.  The  disciples  have  not  the  requisite 
qualifications  of  mind  in  regard  to  the  God-gift  functions,  as  God^s  word  convicts  all 
oracle-mongers  as  liars,  degraded,  the  vilest  of  the  vile. 

As  doctrines  of  sectarianism  conclusively  clash,  those  of  Christ  demonstrate  him  to 
be  a  mortal,  and  not  any  intellectual,  him  or  his  foster-guardians,  coadjutors,  and  sup- 
porters. Christ  forgave  sins.  How  blasphemous  were  the  priestocracy,  to  lie  so. 
How  imbecile  is  mind,  or  the  world,  to  think  so.  ]3ut  these  missions  captivate.  How 
valuable,  when  money  is  the  fund.  Suppose  Chma  or  Hindoostan  were  to  send  a 
mission  of  peculiar  faith  to  this  part  of  the  world,  which  they  might  reasonably  do, 
inasmuch  as  western  Buddhists  had  corrupted  the  faith  by  idol  worship.  How  could 
they  be  successfully  met?  By  faith?  That  establishes  them.  By  reason?  That 
destroys  you.  Christians,  entirely.  You  cannot  begin  to  talk  of  the  unity  of  Catholic 
faith,  for  that  you  have  broken  into  fragments  by  peculiar  views,  and  you  arc  the 
younger  branch  of  the  same  tainted  family,  nor  can  you  rule  out  your  younger  sister, 
Mormonism,  for  age  makes  nothing  where  all  are  errors,  and  as  to  antiquity,  your  oldest 
predecessor  is  but  as  to-day  compared  with  rational  religion,  which  all  of  you  basely 
and  ignominiously  treacherously  deserted,  for  iniquities  of  priestocracy. 

Now,  China  or  Hindoostan,  or  their  ancient  predecessors,  may  claim  justly,  for  what 
I  know,  that  Christianity  was  established  by  their  missions,  or  that  all  emanated  from 
the  East,  that  it  flowed  like  their  acts  and  science,  West.  Christ  was  not  identified  iu 
the  tomb,  by  disinterested  witnesses.  His  resurrection  is  plainly  disproved.  His 
upholders  have  undertaken  too  much,  as  death  separates  the  dead  from  the  living  at 
once,  not  after  an  interval  of  three  days.  That  is  not  nature  nor  the  God  of  nature, 
and  must  be  the  perversion  of  truth,  assuredly.  All  the  lying  priestocracy  cannot  ge; 
over  this.  Their  toryism  for  power  and  influence  is  thus  annihilated,  if  the  people 
will  only  analyze  for  themselves,  the  matter  is  ended. 

Had  this  been  a  God,  instead  of  three  days,  he  would  have  triumphed  over  all  the  world 
in  less  than  three  seconds.  How  stupid  the  dramatists  !  Christ  came  to  kill  the  devil, 
that  is.  the  bible  that  originates  him.  A  house  divided  must  fall.  He  could  not  save 
himself  from  the  felon^s  death,  as  the  blasphemer  and  libeler  of  his  God,  the  traducer 
of  mankind,  greater  traitor  than  Judas  to  their  rights.  If  anything  is  claimed  for  the 
poor  fishermen  disciples,  it  must  be  that  they  were  very  ignorant  and  stupid,  master, 
wire-workers  and  all,  not  to  know  damnable  faith  from  religion,  and  I  am  willing  to 
concede  them  such  characters  as  they  all  displayed. 

But  why  not  clairvoyant  to  all  other  matters,  as  other  world-humbuggers  do.  O,  that 
is  as  God  •  permits.  That  is  as  priestocracy,  humbuggery,  permits — no  more  or  less. 
Do  I  believe  that  Christ  was  baptized,  immersed,  or  sprinkled  ?  What  is  that  to  the 
purpose  ?  What  is  that  to  the  world  ?  He  was  no  more  than  another  creature,  mortal, 
person  or  man.  He  was  born  if  he  ever  existed  as  a  man,  lived  and  died  as  such.  But 
near  the  witnesses  of  Christ.  They  were  all  afl^liated  priestocracy,  collusive  perjurers. 
What  can  all  that  avail  ?  Do  I  believe  in  Christ  ?  What  is  a  dead  man  ?  For  what  1 
That  he  was  a  messiah  ?  An  impostor,  of  course.  God^s  word  positively  declares 
God  the  only  Creator,  and  of  course,  the  only  Preserver  and  Redeemer,  the  only  dis- 
penser of  his  grace. 

If  *you  believe  in  Christ,  you  have  no  religion  in  that.  Peculiar  faith  it  is,  and  all 
that  is  peculiar  pagan  folly. 

If  I  could  not  fully  prove  my  position,  my  confirmed  confidence  in  religion,  that 
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requires  positively,  truth  and  honesty,  I  would  retire  and  leave  all  the  vanquished,  con- 
quered faiths,  as  false  crystals,  and  seek  where  relig^ion  is  only  to  be  found,  not  with  dead 
messiahs  or  affiliated  priestocracies,  but  from  God  through  the  highest  rationality  of  my 
mind.  As  sure  as  there  is  a  God,  who  is  as  sure  as  the  universe,  so  surely  has  he  the 
religion  to  dispense. 

The  world-mind  cannot  learn  too  much,  but  bigots  and  charlatans  think  themselves 
above  all  this.  What  sort  of  proof  is  there,  that  Christ  was  born  the  messiah? 
Would  you  let  such  testimony  as  you  call  it,  cut  you  out  of  your  patrimony,  your  fee 
simple,  and  yet  let  yourself  be  swindled  out  of  your  best  perpetual  patrimony,  incom- 
parably supreme  ? 

The  old  mythology  speaks  of  gods  cohabiting  with  women.  Dut  all  this  was  debased 
ignorance.     Their  nature  is  not  compatible. 

Christ  could  never  have  been  foolishly  kept  here  on  this  earth  thirty-three  years  by 
his  storio^raphers,  had  they  known  of  the  universe,  for  unless  he  is  a  universal  savior, 
his  peculiar  mission  on  this  earth  does  not  avail.  Now,  if  he  was  to  remain  all  the 
time  on  all  spheres,  then  he  can  never  accomplish  his  mission.     What  foolishness. 

Are  you  a  believer  1  Then  you  have  adopted  all  the  perjuries  of  the  dramatists,  and 
get  cut  out  of  religion  of  course.  Mark,  ch.  xvi.,  v.  17  and  18.  **  And  these  signs  shall 
loUow  them  that  believe :  in  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  devils  ;  they  shall  speak  with 
new  tongues ;  they  shall  take  up  serpents  ;  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall 
not  hurt  them ;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover."  19.  **  So 
then,  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  unto  them,  he  was  received  up  into  heaven,"  &c. 

Then,  if  signs  extraordinary  do  not  follow  you,  you  or  Christ  is  an  impostor  to-day. 
Kithcr  the  believer  or  Christ  is  an  impostor,  one  or  both.  Who  is  the  one  ?  Answer, 
believer,  or  stand  convicted.  That  question  shall  be  decided  on  your  own  bible.  So 
close  it,  retire  in  silence,  or  prove  your  own  documents. 

If  Christ  spoke  true,  and  these  signs  not  following  the  Christian  believer,  then  the 
believer  is  an  impostor.  But  if  Christ  did  not  speak  truth,  then  both  are  impostors. 
The  Christian,  whom  the  signs  do  not  follow,  is  an  impostor  any  way. 

Now,  what  honorable  man  would  commit  himself  for  such  imposition,  or  stay  com- 
mitted, if  deceived  into  it  at  first  by  the  fraud  of  others  ? 

Self-interest  is  always  infatuated  ;  bigotry  is  stubborn,  short-sighted.  Not  only  take 
the  whole  chapter,  but  author,  book,  the  whole  subject  of  Christian  and  Jewish  peculiar 
faith.  I  would  not  have  such  a  faith,  that  subjected  me  to  the  obloquy  of  the  whole 
world,  the  perjury. 

The  whole  Roman  church  is  corrupted  by  the  last  chapter  of  Mark,  to  meet  the  im- 
possibilities of  the  signs  that  lays  the  whole  Christian  world  under  contribution.  The 
bible  condemns  the  Christian  or  Christ. 

Who  is  the  impostor  ?  Are  not  both  as  they  stand  ?  The  bible  of  rational  mind 
and  religion  impeaches  both. 

The  people  make  themselves  impostors  unnecessarily  any  way  to  be  fixed  without 
proper  inquiry,  for  as  these  signs  cannot  follow  them,  they  prove  by  the  book  they 
stupidly  adopt  what  is  now  turned  against  them,  that  either  they  or  their  Christ  was  an 
impostor.  If  he  be  an  impostor,  they  are ;  and  if  he  be  right,  and  the  signs  do  not 
follow  them,  the  believers,  then  they  are  condemned  by  their  own  book.  The  priest- 
ocracy  cannot  get  out  of  the  difficulty.  Believers,  then,  are  arrant  impostors,  unless 
they  prove  themselves  by  miracles.  Understand  your  position  relatively  to  mankind, 
the  world. 

John,  ch.  iii.,  v.  14.  '*  And  as  Moses  lifled  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so 
roust  the  son  of  man  be  lifted  up."  As  Moses^  serpent  that  was  worshipped  was 
idolatry,  so  even  was  the  son  of  man  worshipjied  by  idolatry.  Had  Christ  established 
rational  religion,  he  would  have  been  the  greatest  man  of  the  world ;  but  that  was 
above  his  comprehension,  great  as  he  was  a^ssumed.  Rational  religion  is  the  sublimest 
action  of  all  the  earth.  Christs  are  mere  convenient  puppets,  for  absolutists  and 
sophists ;  the  world  does  not  need  grown  up  children  and  their  false  pretences.  All  the 
affiliation  will  avail  nothing.  Numerous  were  the  ways,  means,  and  times  for  Christ 
to  have  worked  mind  to  be  rational,  then  to  the  depths  of  learning  and  wisdom.  Did 
he  show  these  ?  Na  He  whines  as  well  as  his  sycophants  about  enemies,  who  could 
have  been  not  only  silenced  but  put  to  the  greatest  adoration  of  his  superlative 
greatness. 

What  dupes,,  pettifoggers  in  faith,  these  dramatists  were,  that  did  not  know  religion. 
They  could  not  manage  the  god-drama,  as  they  did  not  know  know  to  manage  human 
nature.  The  very  condition  of  human  nature,  conclusively  convicts  Christ  and  his 
advocacy.  It  is  poor  Christ,  when  the  millions  have  been  sacrificed  to  the  false  peculiar 
faiths  of  the  world. 
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The  hundreds  of  millions  of  victims  are  not  regarded,  as  they  would  have  died  snr 
how.  False  faith  hegets  false  sympathy  most  truly.  Christ  may  be  what  he  is,  but 
what  self-respect  of  mind,  that  God  its  creator  is  to  respect.  Christ  showed  sectarian- 
ism with  sectarians,  abusing  the  Jews  as  hypocrites,  &c.,  and  only  substituting  his  pagan 
peculiar  faith  for  theirs.  Was  he  any  better  than  the  Jews  ?  Can  I  disprove  the 
genealogy  of  Christ  1  There  is  no  genealogy  proved,  and  all  this  perjury  of  Christ 
has  to  be  disproved,  or  he  falls  to  the  ground  an  abortion. 

But  had  not  Christ  suffered,  the  scriptures  had  not  been  fulfilled  !??  Indeed  !  Tlicn 
scripture  perjury  is  to  fulfil  perjury.  And  the  most  outrageous  blasphemy,  invuWwjj 
their  God  into  the  worst  of  crimes,  of  adultery,  murder,  &c.,  are  to  be  perpetrated,  to 
fulfil  the  scriptures,  and  rendered  neither  their  peculiar  god  or  Christ  worthy  of  modem, 
because  rational  mind.  Better  damn  all  these  universe  firebrands,  into  non-entity. 
Before  you  sacrifice  your  soul,  sacrifice  all  this.  No,  they  sacrifice  no  Christ,  but  au 
impostor,  when  a  complete  failure  of  prophecy,  as  usual,  is  demonstrated  that  he  was 
descended  of  David,  and  he  is  not  identified  as  a  true  but  false  Christ — this  the  sophis- 
ticated priestocracy  leave  out  in  their  pulpit,  knowingly.  It  takes  a  perjured  priestoc- 
cracy  to  afifect  that  prophecies  are  not  perjuries.  One-third  of  their  godhead  was  on 
earth,  and  two^tbirds  were  in  their  heaven.  What  sort  of  a  godhead  was  that,  when  it 
took  all  three  to  make  a  perfect  whole  ?  The  whole  business  needs  another  dispensa- 
tion, to  clear  up  the  ungodly  sophistry. 

It  is  too  small  a  matter  to  say  the  disciples  stole  away  the  bodv  of  Christ,  when  God 
raises  the  soul  at  once,  as  soon  as  the  spirit  becomes  disembodied,  which  muBt  be  at 
once.  The  silly  dramatists  let  their  dead  god  lie  three  days,  they  lying  all  the  time. 
You  say  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  perfect  revelation,  about  prophecies  ;  but  St.  Mark  was 
independent  of  him.  Mark  purports  to  be  the  reporter  of  Christ's  doctrines  absolutelv, 
not  as  modified  by  Paul.  The  17  and  18  of  xvi.  of  Mark  furnish  the  pivot  on  which  the 
New  Testament  turns.     Mark  has  told  us  a  little  too  much. 

The  spiritual  knockings  elicited  the  aid  of  several  preachers  that  were  protestant,  as 
the  Roman  story  of  the  blood  coming  from  the  picture  of  Christ.  All  tuni  on  the  pivot 
of  this  chaper.     To  stop  all  such  frauds,  estop  that  bible  and  all  its  machinery. 

As  to  the  acts  of  Judas  and  the  devil — God  is  made  indirectly  to  act  by  them,  which 
is  if  he  did  it  himself. 

What  libels — all  show  the  reproach  of  stupid  libellers.  Do  the  priestocracy  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  when  they  pretend  that  Christ  is  not 
the  false  Christ,  and  stop  short  of  telling  that  there  is  a  failure  of  making  out  the  pro- 
phecy in  the  genealogy,  that  is  none  at  all — that  all  such  prophecy  is  pretended,  the 
veriest  patchwork.  Now  here  is  a  pretended  Christ,  that  is  entirely  superfluous,  in  the 
way  of  God  the  creator  and  preserver  of  the  universe,  without  genealogy  and  resurrec- 
tion, proved.  W^ill  the  world-people  tolerate  this  priestocracy  fraud  any  longer  ?  To 
talk  of  a  Christ  proof,  there  is  the  preliminary  about  his  genealogy,  that  estops  all  the 
priestocracy  forever,  unless  proved.  As  to  proof  by  miracles,  all  the  affiliated  have  to 
perform  them. 

They  are  God's  libel,  who  never  created  such  monsters,  identifying  himself  in  their 
guilt,  as  his  indirect  agents,  having  conservative  principles  in  their  stead,  incompa- 
rably better,  as  all  his  vicegerents,  and  helps  to  mind  the  mighty  object,  end  and  aim  of 
creation. 

Clearly,  then,  the  whole  bibles  of  tradition  rest  not  only  on  degrading  ignorance  of 
barbarian  ages,  but  of  most  corrupt  belial  ignorance. 

Citizen  of  the  fourth,  last,  and  best  age  of  the  world,  will  you  not  prove  yourself 
worthy  of  its  better  light,  by  discarding  all  its  unenlightened  precursors  1  But  Christ, 
who  was  a  sneak,  a  god  less  than  a  man,  what  good  could  he  do  ?  The  woiid,  that 
only  needs  a  creator — they  are  traitors  that  tell  rational  mind  that  more  is  wanting. 

What  fine  capital  for  the  priestocracy,  "  that  the  scriptures  might  be  fulfilled."  That 
is  talismanic,  no  less  than  "  the  hardening  of  the  heart,"  the  bad  acts,  repentance,  &e. 
Who  was  Christ  but  a  Jew,  mutilated  by  disgusting  circumcision  ?  If  any  thing  can 
kill  Christ  still  more  dead,  it  is  the  pretended  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  whose  babble,  the  re- 
fuse of  his  own  king,  who  knew  the  hypocritical  libeler  of  his  Creator,  the  priestoc- 
lacT  seek  to  palm  on  the  moderns. 

Christians  have  their  bible  idols.  They  make  their  Holy  Ghost,  afler  all,  lower  than 
their  bitterest  enemies,  as  they  call  them.  He  is  a  seducer  and  adulterer,  a  had,  instead 
of  a  good  example,  and  not  legitimate ;  therefore,  the  position  is  not  tenable  before  the 
God  of  the  universe. 

If  it  had  been  the  Holy  Ghost,  marriage,  not  adultery,  would  have  been  instituted. 
Guilt,  trebly  distilled,  allied  to  names  not  authorized,  cannot  beget  holiness. 

Now,  did  God  of  creation  authorize  any  persons  to  use  his  name  in  connection  with 
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mistress,  peculiar  faith,  deceives  the  world  with  self-delusions  and  sophistry,  and  ste 
the  foulest  bird  of  the  flock  in  those  particulars,  is  characterized  accordingly.  Yoa 
protestants  complain  of  lying  Romanists,  as  if  Christians  were  not  in  that  category. 
Crime  involves  crime.  The  bible  fraud  involves  all  subsequent  fraud,  to  keep  up  the 
deception.     Who  would  stultify  or  criminate  his  mind  by  any  peculiar  faith? 

What  sort  of  morals  was  the  sword  of  Christ  to  the  people  instead  of  peace,  to  set 
the  household  against  itself,  and  all  at  variance,  and  ratlier  to  the  lost  sheep  of  ihe  house 
of  Israel.  If  every  man  have  his  due,  there  would  have  been  no  preference.  But  all 
peculiar  faith  is  below  the  contempt  of  mankind,  Christianity,  particularly  Christ,  as  Soc- 
rates, Joe  Smith,  died  as  innovators — Socrates  acted  like  a  man,  the  other  two  as  male- 
factors. 

Liars,  especially  those  that  make  Christs  and  Jew  bibles,  have  necessarily  immeuse 
memories,  not  to  forget  some  things,  else  how  came  they  to  overlook  his  genealogy? 
Lies  cannot  be  dove-tailed  with  truth.  God  created  truth,  and  all  the  necessary  pro- 
tection. No  mortals  can  alter  it,  hence  all  this  proves  the  bible  falsehoods.  I  am 
perfectly  astonished,  that  any  truthful,  independent,  honest-minded  modern  clergy,  can 
ally  themselves  to  such  a  perfectly  foolish,  rotten  false  system,  when  it  has  so  glorious 
and  magnificent  a  universe  book,  that  needs  no  edition,  no  copy,  no  translation.  Which 
is  the  worse,  their  own  stupidity  in  not  seeing  the  last,  or  correcting  the  first  ?  But  are 
any  clergy  honest  or  truthful-minded  1  All  peculiar  faiths  are  false  pretences,  and  iLcy 
can  only  be  upheld  by  those  that  practice  false  pretences.  How  can  they  be  truthful  or 
honest-minded  ?  Then  as  it  is  utterly  hopeless  to  expect  a  proper  change  in  all  such, 
the  people  who  have  proper  self-respect  must  do  their  duty  ;  theirs  is  the  recomprnte 
or  penalty,  not  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  devil  when  pers<»nified.  What 
infamous  blasphemy.  There  is  no  end  to  the  fanatic  blasphemy,  of  all  polytheisls. 
When  they  get  started,  their  limit  is  in  the  excess  of  crime.  This  is  miserable  blas- 
phemy. The  only  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  is  God,  who  employs  no  such  agent, 
much  less  such  libeling  reporters.  Let  the  God  of  the  universe  be  correctly  repre- 
sented to  mind,  that  is  all  that  the  races  of  mankind  need.  All  that  is  of  God,  must  be 
the  God  of  the  universe,  and  nothing  less.  Let  full  justice  be  done  the  comprehensive 
subject,  and  then  these  immodest  lying  priestocracy,  whose  minds,  debauched  by  their 
peculiar  faith  propaganding,  would  act  with  all  as  with  the  Jews,  and  if  they  had  the 
power  equal  to  their  wishes,  would  have  murdered  the  whole  world  for  this  object,  wiil 
be  silenced. 

A  world  savior,  is  it  1  What  absurdity,  not  so  much  for  the  ancients  who  were  ig^no- 
rant,  as  the  moderns  who  adopt.  He  should  of  necessity  have  been  the  universe  savior, 
otherwise  there  is  at  once  a  contradiction.  If  God  w^as  defective  in  the  world,  of  course 
he  was  in  the  universe,  for  the  messiahship  implies  imperfection  in  God.  The  peculiar 
god  of  the  Jews  and  christians,  was  defective  all  the  time,  and  no  messiahship  could 
ever  help  him  out  of  the  difficulty,  that  is,  the  priestocracy.  I  am  of  those  that  go  for 
God  exclusively,  and  cannot  go  for  Christ,  therefore  as  he  says  himself,  through  the 
mouth  of  the  priestocracy,  that  whoever  is  not  for  him,  is  against  him,  then  he  cannot 
be  for  the  God  of  the  universe,  whom  I  adore. 

All  the  spiritual  pretensions,  knockings,  &c.,  the  derangement  of  tlie  public  mind, 
clairvoyance,  are  from  Mark's  chapter.  Why  do  the  people  choose  the  preliminaries,  to 
be  humbugged  ? 

All  that  sustain  their  bibles  by  faith  and  not  rationality,  are  irrational,  fanatics,  bigots, 
who  impede  mind's  progress,  and  sacrifice  religion,  the  highest  duty  of  mind,  to  public 
idolatry  ;  the  universe  God  to  its  peculiar  fancy  pretences  for  a  pagan  god,  that  makes 
priests  dictate  to  their  idols,  in  order  to  dictate  to  the  world.  A  bible  faith  bigot,  or 
fanatic,  cannot  reason — he  bolts  the  whole  subject. 

The  God  of  the  universe  does  not  create  any  devil,  as  he  does  not  do  by  another, 
what  would  disgrace  him  by  another.  Hence  all  tliis  priestocracy  creation,  and  their 
utter  disgrace,  for  to  their  paternity  are  due  the  acts  and  disgrace  of  their  bantlings.  My 
mind  scorns  their  books,  or  them  as  piiestocracy,  whilst  I  respect  all  of  them  that  are 
respectable  men,  by  monotheism. 

Was  there  such  a  man  as  Jesus?  I  have  no  doubt  but  this  is  the  prototype,  as  fur- 
nished in  Josephus.  "  But  what  is  still  more  terrible,  there  was  one  Jesus,  the  son  of 
Ananus,  a  plebeian  and  a  husbandman,  who,  four  years  before  tlie  war  began,  and  at  a 
time  when  the  city  was  in  very  great  peace  and  prosperity,  came  to  that  feast,  whereon 
it  is  our  custom  for  every  one  to  make  tabernacles  to  God  in  the  temple,  began  on  a 
sudden  to  ezy  aloud,  '  A  voice  from  the  east,  a  voice  from  the  west,  a  voice  from  the 
four  winds,  a  voice  against  Jerusalem  and  the  holy  house,  a  voice  against  the  bride- 
grooms and  the  brides,  and  a  voice  against  the  whole  people.^  This  was  his  cry,  as  he 
went  about  by  day  and  by  night,  in  all  the  lanes  of  the  city.     However,  certain  of  the 
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most  eminent  among  the  populace,  had  great  indignation  at  this  dire  cry  of  his,  and  took 
up  the  man,  and  gave  him  a  great  number  of  severe  stripes ;  yet  did  not  he  either  say 
anything  for  himself,  or  anything  peculiar  to  those  that  chastised  him,  but  still  went  on 
with  the  same  words  which  he  cried  before.  Hereupon  our  rulers,  supposing,  as  the 
case  proved  to  be,  that  this  was  a  sort  of  divine  fury  in  the  man,  brought  him  to  the  Ro- 
man procurator,  where  he  was  whipped  till  his  bones  were  laid  bare ;  yet  did  he  not 
make  any  supplication,  for  himself,  nor  shed  any  tears ;  but  turning  his  voice  to  the 
most  lamentable  tone  possible,  at  every  stroke  of  the  whip,  his  answer  was,  '  Wo,  wo 
to  Jerusalem.'  And  when  Albinus  (for  he  was  then  our  procurator)  asked  him,  *  Who 
he  was?  and  whence  he  came?  and  why  he  uttered  such  words?'  he  made  no  manner 
of  reply  to  what  he  said,  but  still  did  not  leave  off  his  melancholy  ditty,  till  Albinus  took 
him  to  be  a  madman,  and  dismissed  him.  Now,  during  all  the  time  that  passed  before 
the  war  began,  this  man  did  not  go  near  any  of  the  citizens,  nor  was  seen  by  them 
while  he  said  so,  but  he  every  day  uttered  these  lamentable  words,  as  it  were  his  pre- 
meditated vow,  *  Wo,  wo  to  Jerusalem.'  Nor  did  he  give  ill  words  to  any  of  those 
that  beat  him  every  day,  nor  good  words  to  those  that  gave  him  food  ;  but  tliis  was  his 
reply  to  all  men,  and,  indeed,  no  other  than  a  melancholy  presage  of  what  was  to  come. 
This  cry  of  his  was  the  loudest  at  the  festivals  ;  and  he  continued  this  ditty  for  seven 
years  and  five  months,  without  growing  hoarse,  or  being  tired  therewith,  until  the  very 
time  that  he  saw  his  presage  in  earnest  fulfdled  in  ourseigc,  when  it  ceased  ;  for  as  he 
was  going  round  upon  the  wall,  he  cried  out  with  his  utmost  force,  '  Wo,  wo  to  the  city 
again,  and  to  the  people,  and  to  the  holy  house,'  and  just  as  he  added  at  the  last,  *■  wo, 
wo  to  myself  also,'  there  came  a  stone  out  of  one  of  the  engines,  and  smote  him,  and 
killed  him  immediately ;  and  as  he  was  uttering  the  very  same  presages,  he  gave  up  the 
ghost."  And  what  is  the  most  remarkable  iu  Joscphus  is  the  statement,  ''  But  now, 
what  did  the  most  elevate  them  in  undertaking  this  war,  was  an  ambiguous  oracle  that 
was  found  also  in  their  sacred  writings,  how  *  about  that  time  one  from  their  country 
should  become  governor  of  the  habitable  earth.'  The  Jews  took  this  prediction  to 
belong  to  themselves  in  particular,  and  many  of  the  wise  men  were  thereby  deceived  in 
their  determination."  And  this  was  the  war  that  destroyed  the  Jews,  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  a  million  of  people,  and  broke  their  spirit  as  a  nation.  So  much  for 
prophecy,  and  a  messiah. 

Now,  how  can  Christ  be  of  God,  when  he,  that  is,  his  priestocracy,  libel  God  ? 
Unless  the  New  Testament  is  fully  proved  by  the  Old,  on  which  it  is  assumed  to  be 
founded,  and  both  demonstrated  by  God,  not  man,  to  be  his  word,  the  whole  fabric  is  a 
false  pretence.  No  second  story  is  good  that  is  not  dependent,  on  tiie  first :  and  if  the 
New  Testament  supersede  the  Old,  then  God's  immutability  is  superseded,  an  utter  im- 
possibility ;  therefore  the  story  falls  to  the  ground.  Do  I  admit  Josephus  ?  Yes,  as  far 
as  human  testimony  has  the  right  and  capacity  to  speak  on  human  afifairs,  verified  and 
demonstrated  by  universe  facts,  no  farther. 

As  to  Paul,  he  is  a  self-declared  subordinate  to  his  master,  in  sectarianism,  and  sup- 
ports Mark*s  position  most  strongly.  lie  is  an  endorser  of  perjury.  He  advocates  the 
whole,  above  all,  performs  the  same,  if  his  account  be  taken.  As  to  "  a  more  excellent 
way,"  when  he  "  now  saw  through  a  glass,  darkly,"  he  had  not  reached  the  balance 
"  then."  When  his  prophecies  failed,  knowledge  vanished  away,  then  the  world  was 
in  Peter*s  position.  Acts  ii.  17,  '^And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  in  the  last  days,  saith  God, 
I  will  pour  out  of  my  spirit  upon  all  ficsh :  and  your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall 
prophesy,  &c.  19,  And  I  will  shew  wonders  in  heaven  above,  and  signs  in  the  earth 
beneath,  &c."  Peter  tells  too  much.  20,  *'  The  sun  shall  be  turned  into  darkness, 
and  the  moon  into  blood."     Peter  knew  nothing  of  the  atmosphere  producing  colors. 

By-the-by,  which  has  the  best  of  the  truth,  the  Mormons,  Christians,  or  Jews? 
Are  stone  tables  of  more  value  than  golden  plates  ?     The  reason,  if  you  please. 

Paul  was  a  wily  sophist.  Could  any  part  of  the  creation  be  entrusted  to  a  creature, 
with  a  creature's  functions  ? 

The  idea  is  absurd.  Then  all  peculiar  faith  is  an  imposition.  Another  blessing  of 
St.  Mark's  signs,  was  canonizing  Edward  by  the  pope.  He  received  the  surname  of 
Confessor,  and  it  was  pretended  that  he  was  favored  with  the  special  privilege  of  curing 
the  scrofula,  or  king's  evil. 

His  successors  were  pretended  to  have  had  it,  I  presume,  by  the  grace  of  God.  All 
about  as  strong  in  truth,  as  Wesley's  knockings,  recently  imitated  in  the  circle  of  hum- 
bags.  At  one  time,  in  England,  more  than  one  hundred  murders  were  proved  to  have 
been  perpetrated  by  ecclesiastics,  of  whom  none  had  been  punished. 

What  a  scene  was  there  in  England,  in  the  cruel  persecution  of  the  Reformers. 
What  keeps  the  same  parties,  Reformers  and  Romanists,  now  down,  but  the  superior 
state  of  public  mind  ?    What  a  state  of  clergy  was  there,  in  Elizabeth's  reign !    They 
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were  Protestants  or  Romanists,  as  the  court  was.  Is  not  this  the  world  game  1  Re- 
ligion estops  this.  But  the  world  is  told  of  tlie  communings  and  feelings  of  the  spirit; 
all  self-delusion.  The  Juggernauts,  Jerkcrs,  all  devotees,  are  enthusiasts,  and  may  te 
thus  psychologized,  thereby  proving  only  fanaticism. 

All  things  must  have  a  rational  basis,  or  be  nothing  but  imposition.  The  enthusiasm 
of  the  ancient  Pythoness  is  exactly  analogous.  Apollo  never  had  but  an  ideal  exist- 
ence in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  or  populace,  and  that  is  the  case  about  Christ,  or  any 
other  such  pagan  polytheism,  they  are  all  idols  of  the  world,  excluding  God  Almighty 
not  from  his,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  but  so  far  as  the  peculiar  pricstocracy  and  adhe- 
rents are  identified. 

If  Christ  had  had  any  divine  mission,  it  would  have  been  self-evident  as  God's  facts, 
whereas  the  peculiar  faith,  teaching  it  by  peculiar  education,  impeaches  it,  as  unworthy 
the  attention  of  rational  mind,  especially  having  its  dignity  of  freedom  in  constitutional 
government,  and  most  honorable  society,  that  has  no  bigotry  of  proscription. 

Now,  as  Christ,  he  acted  so  well  his  part  to  aid  man,  that  the  world  must  admire  hia 
mission,  you  say. 

Nay,  he  appears  openly  confessed  and  demonstrated  an  impostor,  therefore  he  cannot 
command  mind's  respect,  much  less  love.  And  now,  what  is  self-evident,  he  is  an  im- 
postor of  the  lowest  blasphemy,  from  the  lowest  pricstocracy,  and  all  those  that  endorse, 
with  these  lights  before  them,  are  impostors.     Their  position  they  have  choseD. 

As  more  than  a  majority  of  the  world  would  perjure  itself  for  money,  interest  of  any 
kind  whatever,  so  all  peculiar  faith  people  would  necessarily  involve  themselves  in  all 
the  worst  perjuries  for  their  peculiar  faith. 

Christ's  priestocracy  might  have  been  great  men ;  they  might  have  Christ  a  great 
man  in  their  drama,  but.  Tike  Napoleon,  both  fell  short  of  a  Washington.  But  they 
started  with  the  Jesus  of  Josephus,  a  miserable  monomaniac,- and  have  ended  with 
monomania  themselves. 

But  the  17  and  18  of  the  xvi.  of  Mark,  are  metaphors.  Then  the  whole  book  is 
metaphor,  and  worth  not  the  notice  of  an  honorable  mind,  a  moment. 

If  you  say,  as  the  cornered  man  has  said,  that  it  is  because  the  Christians  have  not 
full  faith,  then  they  are  fully  decided  to  be  impostors  of  the  worst  stamp.  As  to  not 
having  faith  to  come  up  to  the  point  of  Mark,  that  kills  all  dead.  But  you  may  pretend 
that  they  are  mysteries ;  then  that  is  a  false  pretence,  and  in  any  way  the  believers  are 
nonplused. 

So  all  the  quagmires  of  sophistry  do  not  avail  those  cornered  in  the  quagmires  of  any 
peculiar  bible.  All  such  sneak  from  the  honest  question.  Why  not  try  all,  by  the 
principles  of  truth,  and  retire  from  your  inglorious  position  the  moment  you  are  not 
sustained  by  truth. 

Do  not  resort  to  all  the  expedients  of  vitiated  sophists,  to  sustain  what  cannot  be 
sustained. 

No  truth  can  be  advanced  by  such,  all  their  lifetime,  against  rational  religion. 

When  any  one  pretends  to  stop  in  investigation  of  this  whole  subject,  because  there 
are  terms  used  that  bespeak  its  dishonesty  and  untruth,  then  he  cowardly  identifies  him- 
self with  both,  and  proclaims  himself  unworthy  of  his  rational  mind,  lie  cheats,  de- 
frauds his  own  mind,  and  that  of  the  world.  Such  a  character  is  ignominiously  dis- 
graced forever,  as  long  as  he  is  such  a  debased  bigot. 

The  gospel  as  it  is  called  of  Christ,  is  an  imposition  on  imposition.  Do  yoa  adopt 
and  propagate  such  ?     Then  you  are  an  impostor. 

There  are  two  reasons  why  Christ  was  a  false  messiah :  he  has  not  the  genealogy. 
The  mother  of  Christ  was  Mary,  of  the  house  of  Levi,  while  David  was  of  the  bouse 
of  Judah.  Nor  was  he  a  temporal  king  as  pretended 'to  be  predicted.  He  disgraced 
himself  as  a  false  prophet.  Either  then  prophecy  is  false,  or  the  messiahship.  In 
either  case  the  subject  is  unworthy  rational  mind.  All  the  ancients  sought  superiority 
through  royalty  as  the  height  of  their  ambition,  with  few  exceptions. 

Of  all  the  pagans,  ancient  or  modern,  Socrates  was  as  far  before  Christ,  us  Wash- 
ington was  before  Moses,  or  any  other  pagan  serf-maker.  Language  has  been  awfully 
corrupted. 

Socrates  died  like  a  philosopher,  but  Christ  like  a  blasphemous  sectarian.  Many 
have  assumed  the  livery  of  deism,  but  false  books  under  pagan  livery,  dictation  or 
restriction,  have  nothing  to  do  with  monotheism. 

But  what  are  the  gorgeous  churches  of  the  moderns  ? 

They  are  only  pagan  temples  of  idolatry. 

But  the  worship  of  the  Almighty  God  is  therein  attended  to.  By  those  who  intrO' 
duce  anti-God  pagan  idolatry.  Let  not  the  purity  of  language  be  corrupt^;  mind 
prostituted,  nor  religion  be  desecrated.    Honorable,  rational  minds  caimot  possibly 
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want  such  a  system  that  will  heathenize  the  world,  rending  it  asunder,  stultifying  more 
the  renovators  ^than  the  renovated.  You  pretend  how  thankful  ought  I  to  be,  that  I 
was  bom  in  a  christian  country?  There  it  is  now,  the  rankest,  most  blasphemous 
idolatry.  I  thank  my  God,  savior,  and  creator,  that  I  was  born  in  his  universe,  and  I 
am  grateful  to  the  justice,  not  charity  of  monotheism,  for  the  glorious  birth-right. 

Millions  of  Christians  would  be  Mahometans,  had  they  been  born  in  the  country  of 
that  fiiith.  It  is  tlien  no  compliment  that  they  are  even  christians,  pagans  as  all  are, 
for  they  are  only  time-servers,  custom-followers,  reckless  of  principle  and  the  syco- 

f chants  of  despotism,  identified  with  the  powers  that  be.  Monotheism  is  of  no  banner 
ocal,  but  the  assertor  of  perennial  principles. 

Principles  command  us  not  to  appreciate  the  world  too  highly  any  way,  but  to  do  it 
justice. 

How  can  you  undertake  to  direct  God's  plan  and  system ;  a  creature  cannot  suggest 
to  a  creature  1  Act  intellectually,  morally,  and  religiously  up  to  the  dictates  of  your 
nature,  not  over  it. 

If  the  voice  of  principle  cannot  be  justly  heard  in  behalf  of  any  pagan  idol,  Christ, 
why  should  you  stultify  your  mind  therefor  ? 

It  was  a  rational  finished  education  that  the  ancient  world  needed  to  rescue  itself 
from  pagan  barbarism.  Rational  mind  that  rules  the  world  at  last,  must  rule  out  all 
opposing  unprincipled  evils.     The  bible  is  chief. 

Imagine  what  must  be  the  astonishment  of  messiahs  claiming  admission  into  their 
bible*s  heaven,  and  be  told  there  is  no  such  as  depicted. 

They  cannot  be  known  in  their  affected  character,  as  that  is  the  very  thing  to 
exclude  them.     They  could  onlv  be  advanced  by  principles  that  they  had  desecrated. 

What  advantage  to  the  world's  principles,  is  messiahship?  Who  knows?  What 
can  pagan  idolatry  avail  mind  ? 

We  need  but  a  right  appreciation  and  duty  to  God,  to  whom  is  due  rational  mind^s 
constant  thanksgiving,  the  mighty  morale  of  the  world,  with  one  harmonious  union.  All 
that  can  be  said  of  Christ's  death,  the  very  best  is,  that  it  was  that  of  a  sectarian,  and 
that  has  no  merit  of  itself.  The  untrammelled  can  say,  that  he  was  sacrificed  by4he 
Jews,  who  sought  their  own  profits  in  protection  of  their  faith. 

Christ  is  only  one  of  the  officials  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  very  definition  of  sin  is  the  transgression  of  principles  that  rule  out  an  imprac- 
ticable interloper  as  Christ.  Touch  not  this  whole  peculiar  faith  no  more  than  any 
other,  for  you  become  a  reckless  perjurer  if  you  do.     All  such  are  anti-God. 

The  undeveloped  mind  of  the  ancients  prevented  their  appreciation  of  a  Creator — 
savior  of  the  universe,  and  their  abortion,  a  man  savior,  is  ignominiously  advanced  by 
stupid  moderns,  having  a  far  better  light  to  irradiate  rational  mind.  The  modern 
priestocracy  are  recreant  to  rational  religion. 

Christianity  has  met  the  first  inherent  element  of  worthy  confidence  to  the  world. 
All  her  claims  are  false.     Habit  is  under  the  rule  of  principles. 

There  is  a  reality  in  religion  that  is  a  universe  question,  and  takes  precedence, 
supremacy  over  all  other  vital  matters  as  identifying  the  soul  with  its  Creator.  But 
all  peculiar  faiths  are  impositions,  as  all  arc  counterfeits  of  religion.  That  then  is  the 
diifcrence. 

Christ  proves  his  incapacity  for  all  the  department  of  religion,  by  espousing  that  of 
faith,  and  giving  the  world  the  evil  fruit  of  his  sectarianism.  His  bad  company  kills 
him. 

I  cannot  dwarf  my  soul  to  such  a  pusillanimous  view.  There  can  be  no  man-savior, 
as  there  is  a  creator-savior. 

The  business  of  every  day  life  proves  religion,  that  cannot  be  deferred  for  preaching 
or  business. 

There  are  no  contingencies  in  religion,  which  is  certain,  and  only  requires  mind's 
best  actions  to  carry  out  the  best  requisitions.  If  there  be  any  faith  that  is  saving,  it  is 
that  of  religion,  not  of  pagan  sectarianism.  You  may  mix  your  pagan  faiths  and  poly- 
theism with  the  functions  of  God  the  universe-creator,  still  it  is  only  mixed  pagan 
idolatry. 

Such  can  famish  no  sudden  heart-light  or  regeneration  worthy  the  attention  of  a 
rational  world,  however  it  maj  ruin  a  fanatic  one. 

This  thing  of  religion,  is  of  rational  culture  for  man's  mortal  and  immortal  exercise. 

It  works  at  once  and  for  ever,  to  the  best  rational  appreciation  of  Deity. 

Christ  is  too  low  a  pagan  idol,  mixed  as  you  have  him,  to  refine  the  soul,  he  being 
incompetent  to  command  principles,  since  sectarianism  most  demoralizing  ruled  and 
Tuinea  him. 

All  sectariaoisms  debanch  and  brutalize  the  soul,  and  are  not  of  God. 
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It  is  not  worth  while  for  any  part  of  the  world  to  affect  under  sclf-dt'lusion  or  mer- 
cenary bribery,  tliat  any  part  of  pagan  faith  is  the  thing  for  the  world,  that  has  exclu- 
sively to  look  at  religion.  The  people  should  rule  all  such,  as  false  doctrinists  and 
teachers.  The  world  docs  not  need  any  masters,  but  principles.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
priestocracy,  we  should  not  have  heard  of  peculiar  faiths,  messiahs  or  Chrises,  and  if 
it  were  not  for  speculation,  trjj.de,  power  and  all  worldly  objects,  we  should  never  have 
heard  of  the  priestocracy.  There  is  a  whole  universe  reality  in  religion,  but  not  one 
iota  of  all  the  priestocracics'  claim  to  it.  We  can  attain  no  excellence  of  faith  without 
religion,  and  for  that  mind  and  soul  are  exclusively  indebted  to  the  Creator-savior. 

RATIONAL,  NOT  SECTARIAN  DISCUSSION. 

What  benefit  results  to  religious  institutions,  when  the  essential  principles  are  not 
settled  thereby,  but  warm  feelings  are  aroused,  and  old  opinions,  however  obsolete,  are 
adhered  to  about  peculiar  faith  ? 

Such  discussion  elicits  the  position,  that  baptism  or  sprinkling  is  not  essential  to  sal- 
vation, as  the  churches  do  not  agree,  having  interminable  disputes  about  words  never  to 
be  settled,  and  about  unimportant  rites. 

It  was  important  that  all  this,  if  necessary,  should  never  have  been  left  to  any  doubt, 
when  Christ  or  any  vicegerent  should  be  specific  and  definite,  yet  deep  controversy 
eliciting  talents  on  both  sides,  is  needlessly  and  endlessly  maintained. 

Principles  of  God  are  free  from  all  this  interminable  difficulty,  defined  by  monotheism 
in  rational  religion. 

The  very  language  of  the  position  is  indefinite,  it  is  contended.  There  can  be 
nothing  definite  in  all  such  bibles. 

If  there  be  no  room  for  doubt,  assuredly  there  is  a  most  awful  account  for  the  hosts 
arrayed  against  baptism  or  immersion,  even  by  sophistry. 

Can  the  motives  of  all  such  opposition  be  impure  1     VVe  cannot  think  so. 

But  then,  why  employ  talents  and  valuable  time  in  useless  rites,  when  the  noble  prin- 
ciples of  Deity  Yurnish  the  noblest  and  the  only  life-subject  of  religion  ? 

,It  is  like  one  having  a  good  memory,  constantly  recurring  to  deeds  of  the  past,  when 
his  highest  faculties  of  judgment  and  duty  are  invoked  for  the  present  and  future. 

The  advocates  of  baptism  decide  immersion  to  be  the  rite,  and  any  word  vague,  if 
baptize  donH  mean  to  immerse. 

The  converse  maintains  that  baptism  is  purification,  and  ceremonious  freeing  from 
pollution,  and  that  sprinkling  is  the  rite. 

And  all  this  brings  in  a  relative  disputation  about  children,  the  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  the  Holy  Ghost,  &c. 

Preaching  is  one  thing,  and  essential  practice  is  another. 

The  Pedo-Baptists  are  all  hostile  to  the  Baptists. 

Of  course,  it  cannot  matter  as  long  as  such  feeling  prevails,  if  spiritual  baptism  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  from  his  heaven,  cannot  keep  the  mind  from  crimes.  How  can  immer- 
sion do  it  ?     Has  God  defined  it  specifically,  by  his  works  so  unmistakably  proved  ? 

What  has  the  mind  to  do  with  ceremonies  that  are  nonentities,  if  their  base  is  a  non- 
entity 1  But  if  essential,  and  the  Romanists  and  Protestants  changed  the  ancient  rite, 
claiming  it  by  church  authority,  then  they  can  do  anything  else.  The  discipline  of 
peculiar  churches  governs  the  rites. 

It  is  contended,  that  if  immersion  be  used,  it  ought  to  be  thrice  done,  or  triune  immer- 
sion. 

Can  all  the  hosts  of  discrepancies  about  church  doctrines  and  riles,  ever  be  reconciled  ? 
It  is  impracticable. 

That  about  infant  baptism,  is  immense.  It  is  contended  that  the  institution  of  this 
lite,  with  exceptions,  creates  serious  difficulties  irreconcilable  to  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  that,  if  adopted,  causes  mothers  to  leave  out  their  children.  Then  why  the  base, 
that  is  unnatural  ? 

Most  of  these  difficulties  have  been  caused  by  Christian  councils,  as  that  of  Carthage, 
that  first  announced  infant  baptism.  This  is  considered  a  corrupt  innovation  on  the 
church,  that  also  then  received  additions  to  its  rites  and  ceremonies. 

The  influence  of  infant  baptism  is  considered  by  its  church  opponents,  as  demoralis- 
ingon  the  world. 

Then,  how  demoralizing  all  peculiar  faiths  that  originate  church  corruptions ! 

How  oilen  is  it,  that  rites  and  ceremonies  are  impracticable.  Rationu  religion  aski 
for  no  such  mummery  as  all  these. 

All  must  be  rational  construction  as  to  lifers  principles. 
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Who  can  now  deny  after  all  the  various  discrepancies  of  peculiar  faith,  and  its 
irreconcilable  differences  about  rites  and  ceremonies,  but  that  obscurity  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  covers  the  early  ages  of  the  church  history  1 

After  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  churches,  is  devotion  rendered  better  and  more 
sacred  ? 

The  profession  of  peculiar  faith  is  only  promoted  all  over  the  world,  by  its  peculiar 
tuition. 

But  science  is  to  be  extended  to  the  youthful  mind,  by  appropriate  instruction  at  the 
proper  moment,  and  then  the  whole  world  will  do  a  paramount  duty  of  civilization. 

DOCTRINES. 

If  necessary  to  baptize  infants,  what  is  the  error  of  those  rejecting  it  j  If  unneces- 
sary, what  mummery  1 

The  doctrine  of  falling  from  grace  is  considered  demoralizing,  and  is  met  by  the 
doctrine  of  predestination. 

Which  is  freest  from  error  1 

Undoubtedly,  the  Calvinists  are  in  error  ? 

Thus  society  is  cut  up  into  sects  and  fragments,  infallible,  yet  "WTong. 

These  doctrines  just  show  the  libellous  assumption  of  man  about  G'od,  clashing  with 
principles  of  reason,  and  contradictory  of  God's  attributes. 

Thus,  creeds  and  articles  of  peculiar  faith  are  dangerous  and  demoralizing,  especially 
when  directed  by  inquisitions,  the  talisman  of  power,  of  money,  government  or  hier- 
archy. 

The  advocacy  of  the  doctrines,  falling  from  grace  and  predestination,  says  enough 
to  cut  down  Christ  at  once,  as  imbecile  and  incompetent,  or  self-degraded  and  unjust. 

He  who  opposes  falling  from  grace,  quotes,  "  But  divine  grace  accompanies  passen- 
gers to  their  journey^s  end,  and  without  aid,  so  that  the  meanest  pilgrim  in  Zion,  may 
shout  with  David,  in  full  certainty  of  faith,  '  surely,  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow 
me  all  my  days,  and  I  shall  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever !' "  with  David  who 
had  been  pronounced  the  man  after  God^s  own  heart,  yet  became  a  murderer  and  adul- 
terer, and  not  fallen  from  grace !  Then,  this  grace  declares  God  associated  with  mur- 
der and  adultery  !     O  solecism !     O  vanity  of  logic  ! 

Again,  in  opposition  to  falling  from  grace,  the  same  author  says,  "  Who  will  venture 
with  such  views  of  his  character,  (supposing  him,  that  is,  God,'incapable  of  executing 
what  he  undertook !)  to  commit  with  full  faith  and  interests  to  his  guardianship  and 
fidelity."  "  The  doctrine  which  tends,  in  any  degree,  to  impair  our  confidence  in  him, 
we  declare  that  doctrine  as  demoralizing."  That  doctrine  is,  positively,  that  of  mes- 
siahship. 

A  right  estimate  of  human  nature  will  refer  to  its  general  frailties,  and  that  perseve- 
rance is  for  all  men,  whose  last  end  declares  the  conclusive  eulogy  of  least  sin. 

We  must  declare  all  doctrines  that  libel  man^s  nature,  or  that  impair  God^s  attributes, 
as  demoralizing  or  blasphemous. 

The  pen  is  so  prolific  in  this  theme,  that  it  is  difficult  to  curtail. 

The  whole  subject  of  religion  merges  in  monotheism,  and  that  discards  all  the  petty 
conflicts  of  sectarianism  and  antagonism  of  creeds. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  thus  elegantly  and  substantially  sustains  itself,  while  the 
best  advocates  involve  themselves  in  inextricable  quagmires  of  the  bibles  of  tradition. 

Discuss  all  things  to  be  right,  not  vainly  to  master  in  words  that  ought  not  to  be 
tittered,  as  valuable  time  and  thoughts  are  fruitlessly  thrown  away.  Free  discussion  is 
to  find  out  only,  and  adopt  all  what  is  right  and  rational. 

We  are  indebted  to  rational  discussion,  for  much  in  life. 

Do  not  decide  about  faith  and  religion,  till  you  read  and  discuss  both  sides  of  the 
question.  Who  oppose  this  position  ?  Bigots  and  sectarians,  priests,  ministers,  and 
preachers  of  peculiar  faith. 

THE  DYNASTY  OF  THE  PRIESTOCRACY,  CLERGY,  PREACHERS, 

PRIESTS,  MINISTERS.  ^ 

Well  may  it  be  asked,  if  all  such  people  be  blasphemous  for  worldly  profit,  towards 
Ood,  how  can  they  be  sincere  and  faithfiil  to  man  and  their  own  conscience  ? 

Have  they  hesitated  to  use  all  manner  of  means,  bloody  as  history  paints  them,  to 
•ttain  all  woridly  power  1 
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lions,  and  the  people,  who  lawfully  need  the  light  of  mind,  acquiesce  in  merited  impo- 
sitions. 

How  could  the  priestocracy,  at  the  first  or  afterwards,  with  its  unjust  power,  have 
been  competent  to  bear  evidence  to  truth,  that  it  constantly  violated? 

Its  temporal  interest  was  supreme,  and  that  was  enough.  It  never  could  be  equally 
involved,  with  any  people  that  was  ruled  by  bigotry,  that  is  over  a  companion  insepara- 
ble of  any  peculiar  faith. 

Approach  this  question,  and  the  alarm  is  sprung ;  to  arms,  are  the  cry,  the  watch- 
word, and  the  call,  from  tlie  chiefs  and  the  whole  clans ;  and  the  ech#  is  rung  among 
all  the  affiliated,  until  fanaticism  rears  her  mob  vindictive  for  blood,  slaughter,  and  con- 
quest, down  to  the  social  proscription  and  ostracism  of  the  very  freest. 

The  intelligent  and  most  refined  part  of  hierarchy  do  know  the  awful  corruption  of 
hierarchies,  and  should  estimate  truly  the  deplorable  condition  of  mind  and  country  most 
subject  to  it.    Any,  at  all  subject,  should  be  freed. 

The  least  of  the  evil  is  universal  freedom. 

Not  only  is  its  direct  power  brought  to  bear,  for  sinister  purposes,  but  its  reflective 
power  is  felt  in  the  very  vitals  of  social  relations  and  virtues.' 

No  one,  able  to  obtain  his  bread  by  his  honest  labor,  should  countenance  such  a  state 
of  things. 

Where  toleration  is  the  least  of  all  evils,  action  of  mind  should  not  be  suspended  at 
any  proper  moment,  that  must  not  be  delayed  for  correction  of  all  these  injuries. 

Let  the  world  get  rid  of  all  state-power  unions,  of  all  the  profits  of  professional  trade 
and  speculation  in  the  gospel,  of  all  the  preferments  of  worldly  honors,  and  let  the  word 
of  God  stand  by  itself,  for  pure  results,  on  its  own  merits. ' 

Does  any  intelligent  person  doubt  the  protection  that  mind,  cultivated,  brings  to  itself 
and  the  world  ? 

Is  this  doubtful,  except  to  bigots,  who  especially  have  but  little  common  sense,  and 
are  made  more  simple  by  books,  who  disregard  the  good  of  mankind,  in  their  own  self- 
ish pretences  and  professions  ? 

No  wonder  the  impression  on  those  dull  plotters,  that  receive  all  such  as  faith  that  is 
at  their  fireside,  or  at  the  church,  in  the  state  or  country. 

Stupid,  contracted,  and  bigoted  minds  are  affected  to  know  where  can  they  get  any 
more  faith,  if  that,  though  false,  be  removed. 

So  far  from  investigating  the  truth,  the  inquirers  under  priestocracy  shrink  back, 
with  fear,  as  to  other  sources. 

The  bibles  of  tradition  are  the  word  of  God,  says  the  priest.  What  say  mind  and 
truth,  not  man,  who  is  interested  ?  Investigate  all  aright  now,  and  whatever  is  by  prin- 
ciple, is  right ;  then  all  such  peculiar  gods  and  priestocracies  are  synonymous. 

We  are  now  in  the  ages  of  light,  and  must  read  the  world  by  that  light,  else  we  are 
recreant  to  God*s  best  gifts. 

The  greatest  incentives  to  idolatry  and  bad  government  have  been  through  evil 
priests  and  politicians,  as  Jesuitical,  of  analogous  mould  of  mind,  who  sought  the  pro- 
fits. What  cared  they,  the  worst  of  demagogues,  for  the  people,  but  to  seek  their  sub- 
stance ? 

Such  have  caused  to  be  built  up  creeds  of  faith,  to  which  mind  was  to  be  tortured  on 
the  rack,  to  suit. 

Whilst  mind  can  only  declare,  as  truthful  and  honest,  that  none  hot  reason  can  decide 
iaith,  the  history  of  her  oppression,  by  all  these,  is  awful  and  hideous. 

The  polytheists  caused  a  Socrates  to  drink  poison,  because  he  proclaimed,  like  a  mar- 
tyr, a  better  system  than  theirs.  While  we  cannot  portray,  by  a  hundredth  part,  the 
iniquitous  butchery  of  priestocracy,  all  must  see  the  rabid  malignity  of  ferocious,  un- 
principled opposition,  and  jealous  rivalry  for  popular  and  mental  tyranny. 

The  mildest  platform  of  the  most  provable,  has  been  polluted  by  reeking  blood. 

The  Romanists  excommunicated  from  church  and  banished  from  country,  cursed  and 
slayed  by  all  the  engines  of  cruelty,  thousands  and  thousands  who  refused  to  assent  to 
their  peculiar  creeds. 

The  people  on  whom  all  this  intolerable  evil  bore  were  not  bettered,  but  in  despite  of 
all  such  ignoble  creeds  of  spurious  faith,  indebted  for  its  hold  to  sophistry,  bigotry,  and 
bmte  force  above  all,  not  on  tlie  minds  but  on  the  bodies  of  the  people,  by  the  potency 
of  the  innate  principles  of  God. 

Nothing  has  been  done  effectually,  but  by  the  rery  principles  so  outraged  that  oper- 
ated on  all  for  good. 

Who  were  the  ancient  priests,  but  the  lackey  and  obsequious  subministers  of  state, 
to  carry  out  the  general  policy  of  superstition  throughout  the  world  ? 

What  cared  all  these  arch  intriguers  for  the  morals  of  the  people  present  or  of  pos- 
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terity,  when  the  all-ahsorbing  matters  of  selfish  finance  and  policy  were  predonuniotl 
It  was  the  universal  hold  on  the  world's  mind,  whereby  they  could  manage  it  best 

They  have  managed  from  the  remotest  antiquity,  by  various  and  adroit  devices  to  tk 
people's  shame,  ignominy  and  bitterest  sufferings. 

The  history  of  the  priests,  is  the  saddest  history  of  humanity,  and  of  its  vassal 
mind. 

But  some  may  affect  that  the  modern  priests  are  better  tlian  the  ancient. 

If  we  duly  estimate  the  cause  of  some  recent  wars,  we  can  hardly  think  so.  Can 
you,  republicarf Roman? 

Their  goodness  is  due  to  the  general  light  of  minds,  and  the  proper  policy-use  tliat 
mind  has  made  of  its  light,  but  for  that  blessing  tiie  true  inspiration  of  God,  inquisitiou 
and  proscriptions  would  still  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

Skepticism,  whioh  is  nothing  but  the  due  eflect  of  the  light  of  liberal  mind  that  phi- 
losophy and  science  have  reared,  has  been  swecpinrj  away  superstition,  the  stuff  ibat 
makes  pricstocracy  for  women  and  womanish  ciiiidish  men,  who  are  in  their  fini  or 
second  imbecile  state. 

The  history  of  Alexander  furnishes  examples  enough  for  the  wise,  to  profit  by  the 
complete  instniction. 

He  was  met  in  his  successful  career  by  the  Jewish  priests,  who  were  willing  to  da 
obeisance  to  him  as  a  God-sent  conqueror!  And  he  allectcd  to  have  had  a  dream  most 
politically  devised,  to  secure  the  most  politic  results. 

But  in  Kgypt,  prolific  in  craftship,  he  availed  himself  of  the  collusion  of  the  pricsta 
of  the  Nile,  to  speculate  for  more  universal  conquests.  He  negotiated  for  the  highest 
game. 

Alexander  affected  to  be  the  son  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  whose  compliant  priests  gave  a 
servile  response  of  the  oracle  to  suit  the  popularity  and  power  of  the  military  hero,  and 
declared  him  the  son,  and  *^  that  his  father  had  destined  him  to  become  universal  lord 
of  mankind." 

"  The  chief  priest  addressed  him  as  the  son  of  that  God,  to  which  Alexander  replied 
that  he  accepted  the  title." 

"  And  with  ready  flattery  the  priests  told  the  followers,  that  Ammou  willingly  con* 
Bented  they  should  adore  his  son." 

But  the  oracle  could  not  secure  from  even  the  vulgar,  a  full  benefit  of  this  organized 
imposture. 

Superstition  and  credulity  that  aflTect  faith,  flourish  by  ignorancn.  The  materials  of 
this  kind  were  suitable  for  Mahomet  and  Christ,  but  could  not  succeed  with  the  philoso- 
phical pagans,  which  conclusively  proves  them  the  sui>erior  of  the  parties  compared. 

The  political  more  than  faith  stratagem  was  aimed  at  by  this  pretence,  and  answered 
to  a  certain  extent. 

Alexander,  however,  was  vain  enough  to  enjoy  any  idolatry,  and  like  the  other  two, 
paid  forfeit  from  his  acts  by  his  life. 

Poison  destroyed  two,  the  cross  ends  the  third  god,  while  shot-guns  terminate  the 
existence  of  recent  prophets  and  propagators  of  another  form  of  superstition  amon^ 
the  Mormons.     Blasphemy  is  fatal  to  most. 

Characters  base  enough  can  be  found  as  long  as  false  ambition  can  be  nurtured,  ava- 
rice cherished,  and  superstition  rewarded,  to  prostitute  themselves  to  the  basest  assump- 
tion and  imposition  of  public  opinion,  and  thereby  guide  and  regulate  peculiar  failh 
opinion.     \Miat  are  the  heads  of  many  nations  now  doing,  but  thus  acting? 

Let  the  people  forever  examine  for  themselves  ;  if  they  do  not  befriend  themsehcs, 
who  will  ? 

They  must  ever  seek  the  irresistible  sway  of  science-education,  as  broad  as  the 
lightning's  play,  to  free  the  human  mind  from  its  vulgar  and  tyrannical  prejudices 
created  by  ignorance  of  terrestrial  wonders,  which  have  been  estimated  as  miracles  ol 
physical  nature. 

VVhocvcr  will  not  learn  from  all  this,  is  unworthy  of  the  blessings  of  mind,  a  con- 
firmed idolator,  a  perfect  reprobate,  he  must  sufl'er  all  its  ignominy  and  penalty. 

This  now  brings  us  to  say  boldly,  that  the  God  of  the  universe  is  too  sacred  to  bf 
approached  by  all  such  priestocracy,  but  must  be  appreciated  through  his  works,  aod 
reverenced  for  his  attributes  thus  evinced. 

How  could  priests  win  or  maintain  the  confidence  of  the  world,  which  is  the  phalanx 
of  mind,  as  they  lack  important  characteristics  of  ability  to  command  time  or  place,  and 
of  course  to  dispense  favors  vouchsafed  from  their  god. 

The  priests  of  any  peculiar  faith  can  only  dispense  those  peculiar  favors,  mere  trifles 
in  the  universe  of  God. 

Remove,  citizens  of  the  world,  these  difficulties  that  are  in  the  way  of  oniTeisal 
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pacification,  then  we  are  disposed  to  give  credit  for  such  peaceful  recognitions,  as  many 
unpretending  individuals,  the  ornament  of  human  nature,  exhibit  now. 

What  could  the  world  do  less  than  what  God  purposed  it,  if  placed  in  the  right  way, 
that  would  enlarge  the  sphere  of  action  of  priestocracy  from  a  very  small  circle  of  puny 
factions,  sects,  and  insignificant  creeds,  to  what  could  be  the  highest  elevation  and 
perfection  of  character,  in  universal  redemption,  brotherhood  and  magnanimity,  not  by 
priests  but  by  men  of  mind  1 
The  world  needs  not  the  functions  of  priestocracy. 

But  the  sacred  purposes  of  God  have  been  awfully  violated,  and  that  too  in  the  most 
insidious  manner,  that  adds  insult  to  injury,  that  deprives  the  people  of  all  rightful 
thoughts  here  of  reason,  but  adds  the  penalties  of  imposition  from  another  world  ;  yet 
all  to  keep  the  world  in  order !     Man's  infatuation ! 

Are  the  men  wedded  to  old  professions,  bigoted  to  obsolete  notions,  influenced  by  the 
worldly  profits,  to  be  expected  to  advance  first  in  the  progress  of  revolution  1 

The  quick  and  ready  progress  of  those  untrammelled  in  mind,  will  be  most  to  tlie 
parpose. 

The  old  dotards  will  be  joined  to  their  errors,  and  will  go  down  with  them  unless 
corrected. 

Vice  carries  in  itself  as  all  deceit,  the  elements  of  its  own  destruction,  guarded 
however  sagaciously  for  the  moment  by  cunning,  the  true  solution  of  which  is  folly  and 
ruin. 

Correct  principles  are  necessarily  conservative  to  all  that  embrace  them  to  the  great- 
est amount  of  good,  and  are  self-sustained  on  their  own  reward. 

The  general  welfare  of  the  world  demands  a  riddance  of  all  priestocracy,  and  re- 
quires us  to  get  rid  of  the  false  impressions  created  for  tithing  the  people's  vineyard. 

The  real  people  need  the  saving,  not  the  expenditure  of  the  many  hundreds  of  millions, 
in  building  great  churches,  palaces  and  pyramids,  much  less  the  originating  the  wars  to 
support  any  such  evils  of  absolutism,  that  pauperize  and  enslave  the  world. 

Much  of  this  is  a  false  splendor,  purchased  too  dearly  when  it  war  with  the  world^s 
best  interests. 

Millions  of  paupers  need  these  expenditures,  that  do  not  prevent  absolutism  irom 
prostration,  however  protracted.  All  such  will  go  down,  until  all  travel  up  to  adore  a 
Creator  for  his  attributes,  and  repel  all  messiahships  and  their  vicegerents,  all  such 
conceptions  as  impiety  towards  God,  however  advanced  by  lip-worship.    . 

Be  these  pagan  pageants  as  brilliant  as  gorgeous  vanity  can  make  them,  3till  all  faith 
short  of  full  adoration  of  the  one  supreme  being  are  superstition,  still  disguised  by  the 
most  consummate  art  possible. 

These  things  will  be  as  legible  as  the  sunbeams  when  wise  principles  govern  all. 
Contentions  without  end,  strife  without  shame,  and  blood  shed  without  apology  or 
remorse,  have  been  the  results  of  peculiar  faiths  maintained  by  priestocracy. 
What  can  be  the  feelings  for  all  their  petty  benefits,  far  better  done  by  mind  1 
Did  any  civilization  ever  feel  indebted  to  any  such  aid  of  all  their  faiths? 
What  did  they  do  ere  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  but  stiU  more  obscure  and  desecrate 
the  light  1 

What  have  the  missionaries  done  independent  of  science  ?  Had  not  science  pre- 
ceded, the  balance  had  been  rank  superstition ;  as  it  is,  it  is  one  superstition  superseding 
another. 

What  shall  all  just  men  say  in  rebuke  to  present  bigots,  who  would,  if  they  could, 
enact  past  scenes,  were  they  not  arrested  by  freedom,  sustained  in  fundamental  insti- 
tutions? 

Bigot  minds  seek  to  appropriate,  in  their  utter  ignorance  and  corruption,  man's 
rights,  but  they  are  bluffed  off  by  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  and  the  potency  of  God's 
noblest  veto. 

Bigot,  stop  and  learn  justice,  if  you  cannot  in  your  little,  unbalanced,  narrow  and 
contracted  mind  take  in  the  copious  philosophical  resources  of  wisdom. 

Do  not  be  the  adherents  of  senseless  superstition,  however  you  may  have  been  taught 
it.     Throw  away  superstition. 

Know  that  you  leave  a  posterity,  though  you  now  possess  a  little  brief  authority, 
that  must  ere  long  be  held  up  as  your  reproach  if  used  improperly,  and  that  your 
descendants  will  suffer  by  any  folly,  crimes,  vices  or  errors  of  peculiar  faith. 

Be  you  emperor  or  empress,  chief  of  priestocracy,  it  is  all  the  same  before  the  angost 
imperial  tribunal  that  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  if  they  do  not  respect  conservative 
principles. 

The  opposers  of  rational  religion  can  have  no  advantage  before  an  enlightened  people, 
that  must  condemn  them  all  for  irreligion. 

60 
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All  their  assertions  against  the  system  of  rational  religion  impeach  them  of  uatratk 
and  dishonesty,  and  convict  them  most  successfully  of  Hbel. 

When  you  leave  the  only  true  God  of  the  universe  that  is  worthy  of  its  reverence, 
you  run  after  dwarf  gods  conceived  of  by  man. 

This  finally  dwarfs  all  virtues,  in  ways  most  to  be  condemned. 

Of  all  tyrannies,  hierarchy  and  priestocracy  are  the  most  revolting  and  flagrant  in 
all  forms,  when  they  can  command  all  the  potency  of  force,  the  seductions  of  pecoli^ 
faith,  the  mock  scruples  and  incitements  of  fear,  the  influence  of  the  fancy  puiiishiDent 
foreshadowed  for  the  guilty  to  eternity,  acting  on  all  grades  of  society  and  the  timid  of 
both  sexes,  while  exercis'ing  the  most  absolute  powers  and  corruptions  under  the  garb 
of  virtues. 

All  improvers  of  mind  must  be  accredited  by  the  fruits  of  their  labors,  they  all  then 
must  be  teachers  of  science  and  philosophy. 

What  claim  then  has  the  apostolic  dispensation,  or  any  peculiar  dispensation,  to  the 
world,  if  it  be  not  commended  by  some  supreme  benefits  to  mind  1 

No  instructors  have  occupancy  by  inherent  peculiar  supremacy,  for  they  would  be 
then  impostors  about  the  innate  capacity  of  mind. 

The  true  God  excludes  all  messiahbhips ;  and  pure  religion,  a  duty  indispensable  to 
God,  confirms  all  such. 

How  can  they  possibly  face  God  and  man  about  peculiar  faith  that  has  no  natunl 
existence  ? 

The  statutes  of  sinful  plotters  cannot  supersede  the  statute  of  conscience,  the  most 
durable  of  all  statutes,  written  by  Deity,  who  maintains  them  by  his  conservatiTc 
influence. 

Then  minds  are  bound  to  look  to  their  own  intrinsic  merits,  as  well  ordered  aod 
regulated,  and  can  well  and  wisely  reject  those  afiecting  to  be  ministerial  leaders,  who 
have  little  or  no  depth  of  mind  or  of  character,  afllecting  to  carry  forward  what  intrio- 
sically  ought  to  prevail  by  its  general  good  and  comprehensive  benefits. 

What  can  man  expect  better  than  constant  deception,  when  he  has  to  depend  on  man 
for  the  word  of  God,  overlooking  all  the  value  of  his  own  means,  mind  the  interpretei, 
and  the  holy  preachers,  God^s  own  works  of  nature  ? 

If  mind  could  not  reach  the  true  philosophy  of  the  subject,  then  it  were  well  for  book 
directions  ;  but  surely,  when  each  can  get  a  living  and  authentic  copy  always  with  his, 
he  will  not  stupidly  refer  to  the  counterfeit,  or  its  upholders. 

The  copies  of  mind  and  of  God,  by  bible  tradition,  are  all  counterfeit^  and  can  be 
nothing  else. 

As  long  as  there  are  bibles  to  support  any  peculiar  faith  and  government  by  absolutism 
of  divine  rights,  so  miscalled,  mankind  will  be  subject  to  their  malign  influence.  Take 
away,  sovereign  people,  the  influences  foreign  to  their  merit,  and  they  all  will  perish. 

Let  absolutists  in  faith  and  government  act  for  the  more  love  of  religion  and  govern- 
ment to  the  dear  people,  and  we  would  see  all  deserting  their  own  standards. 

The  American  United  States  are  not  esteemed  a  religious  country  by  absolutists, 
because  she  does  not  support  an  established  faith,  or  order  of  priestocracy.  She  is  that 
much  advanced  in  the  glorious  progress  of  religion. 

If  all  such  faiths  were  of  God,  he  would  uphold  them,  but  as  they  are  of  man, 
assuredly  they  will  go  down. 

After  all  the  hot-bed  of  absolutism,  and  all  the  appliances  of  sophistry,  still  they  aie 
going  down. 

AU  the  oracles  of  priestocracy,  ancient  or  modem,  diversified  in  numerous  editions, 
in  variety  of  forms,  all  over  the  world,  are  all  human  devices  to  gull  the  people. 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  mind  should  be  so  blind  and  infatuated,  to  yield  credence 
to  any  set  of  impostors  affecting  to  care  for  the  people^s  souls,  at  the  same  time  ensnar- 
ing them  in  all  the  wiles  of  absolutism,  and  all  the  quagmires  of  sophistry. 

All  the  priest  devices  can  be  exposed  as  the  most  degrading  of  superstition  and  specn- 
lation,  on  the  fears  and  passions  of  the  people. 

The  oracle  at  Delphi  arose  from  discovery  of  gas  issuing  from  the  earth,  and  it^ 
effects  on  those  inhaling  it,  a  natural  phenomenon. 

An  enterprising  and  shrewd  Greek  appropriated  it. 

It  is  the  profit  all  the  time,  by  one  power  or  all  powers.  Of  course,  those  of  that 
peculiar  faith  profiting  by  it  reared  a  tower,  and  were  still  more  interested  in  the  grow- 
mg  profits,  that  gave  power,  bestowed  wealth,  and  increased  the  consequence  of  those 
Availing  themselves  of  the  stupid  superstition  of  the  times. 

What  can  man  do  for  God,  better  than  by  doing  justice  to  his  fellow-man  ? 

If  all  do  justice  to  God,  they  will  drop  all  false  faith,  and  only  have  one  xational  re- 
ligion, that  must  create  one  universal  brotherhood. 
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But  that  faith  cannot  support  the  priestocracy  in  power.  But  it  is  for  the  gfreatest 
good  of  all  the  people. 

Citizen,  your  vote  can  decide,  for  the  good  of  the  world,  which  of  the  two  you  pre- 
fer, as  the  proof  is  positive  that  all  of  the  priest  business  is  humbuggery,  pretence,  and 
fraud,  on  God  and  man^ 

Never  say,  if  you  admit  the  priests,  that  you  are  just  and  honest  to  the  Creator. 

It  is  strange  that  wise  men  should  forsake  the  only  fountain  of  wisdom,  the  only 
means  of  understanding,  by  due  process  of  mind,  and  go  to  the  set  and  clique,  who,  from 
the  earliest  times,  have  been  their  intentional  deceivers,  their  masters  of  superstition, 
and  the  partakers  of  the  spoils  of  office. 

But  all  the  world  is  referred,  for  inquiry,  to  the  scriptures.  Are  they  competent  to 
direct,  when  they  are  not  authenticated  ?  Truth,  reason,  nor  philosophical  science  en- 
dorses them.  Nothing  but  an  infatuated  faith,  that  is  only  credulity,  upholds  this  pro- 
digy of  false  pretences,  the  work  of  priestocracy. 

Xet  not  good  citizens  of  the  world,  Jew,  Christian,  Mahomedan,  Pagan,  or  Mormon, 
deceive  themselves  that  this  bible  of  mind  is  against  them,  as  worthy  citizens.  It  is 
to  open  all  to  them,  wisely  and  sincerely,  and  incite  them  to  secure  that,  as  the  world's 
people,  distinct  from  priests  and  all  humbuggers,  which  the  best  cnliivaced  intellects 
can  produce. 

The  author  requests  a  wiser  exposition,  suitable  to  general  benefit,  if  practicable,  by 
a  proper  system  of  rational  religion,  that  all  the  people  may  participate  therein,  without 
priestocracy. 

The  present  state  of  the  world  exhibits  much  of  all  mankind,  in  diversified  paganism, 
destitute  of  proper  respect  that  is  due  to  God  and  man,  and  yet  under  control  of  priest- 
ocracy. 

Most  of  the  other  sects  contend  and  clash  with  the  great  subdivisions  and  the  various 
sects,  yet  all  professing  t^  worship  one  God,  but  under  various  orders  of  priestocracy, 
and  in  polytheism.  The  best  hope  is  to  begin  with  that  powerful  conservative  body  m 
the  world,  ready  to  do  right,  and  be  advised,  at  mind's  tribunal,  by  reason,  who  'will 
never  be  vassals  to  priestocracy. 

Yet  most  of  them  have  crude  notions  of  religion. 

They  have  never  thought  maturely  on  the  right  analysis,  and  are  too  timid  to  act 
openly,  but,  in  deference  to  custom,  must  sit  silent,  or  not  think  their  own  souls  God's 
exclusively.  On  them  the  priestocracy's  proscription  is  placed,  and  what  a  terror  once 
was  that,  m  the  form  of  excommunication  of  social  rights  and  comforts. 

Then  to  be  an  infidel,  was  once  equivalent  to  outlawry.  Ask  thousands  of  these 
liberal  thinking  people,  afraid  to  be  acting  men,  what  is  the  real  essence  of  religion,  and 
they  will  say  Siey  cannot  believe  the  bible  of  tradition  :  they  will  not  contradict  it,  be> 
cause  they  have  been  taught  it! 

We'  now  see  the  horrid  effects  of  the  abominable  doctrines  of  superstition,  inculcated 
by  this  set  of  men. 

All  peculiar  beliefs  arise  from  peculiar  false  education,  and  the  world  is  injured  to 
that  extent  by  priestocracy. 

Their  object  is  not  to  develope,  but  conceal  truth,  while  they  can  grasp  power.  What 
do  they  care  for  neligion,  if  they  can  protect  peculiar  faith  by  their  sophistry  ? 

The  poor  craven  spirits  are  actually  afraid  to  contradict  what  their  senses  tell  them 
is  absolutely  untrue,  because  their  education  is  backed  by  superstition,  and  the  cringing 
Bycophancy  to  the  times  and  their  tyrants. 

We  address  men,  freemen,  who  care  not  what  leaders  of  any  sect  ever  said,  but  de- 
cide on  the  proper  position  of  cultivated  minds  and  facts  of  nature. 

All  wise  and  good  men,  if  true,  will  reject  all  fear  that  promotes  base  designs  of  fca- 
postors. 

All  should  be  strictly  witht>ut  fear  and  reproach. 

The  majority  of  the  world,  all  of  us,  need  reform. 

Priests  and  preachers  must  be  the  most  degraded  of  human  beings,  to  prevent,  br 
ttny  means  whatever,  free  or  rational  discussion  to  attain  all  reform  necessary,  or  seek 
Co  throw  any  proscription  on  its  good  effects. 

Too  many  self-made  ministers  have  been  accredited,  to  a  world's  injury  and  much  of 
its  rain. 

As  many  ministers  of  God  as  choose  to  wisely  instruct  the  people  in  morals,  man- 
ners, science,  and  religious  duties,  can  be  hailed  with  exultation  ;  but  when  you  raise 
them  for  false  purposes,  an  imposition  is  practiced. 

They  aflfect  that  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  and  pure  can  only  avails  Who  are  the 
pore  and  faithful,  and  where  are  thev  ? 

The  church  guarantees  no  faithful  or  pure,  hence  all  such  is  assumptioD. 
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What  a  complete  system  of  fraud  and  imposition ! 

The  faithful  and  pure  ministers  are  mere  mortals,  and  in  the  category  of  moitalitj 
on  earth,  and  some  of  them  need  as  much  or  more  regeneration,  as  laymen,  in  maay 
respects.     Before  God,  mind  at  best  is  only  equal  to  its  own  duty. 

What  can  make  the  people  so  simple,  as  to  credit  any  such  pretences  of  the  priesi- 
ocracy? 

Patriotism  and  humanity  demand  where  all  this  is  to  lead  ? 

Upon  whose  authority  is  all  this  pretended  to  1 
•    God  has  certain  purposes  in  creation,  and  his  conservative  principles  accomplish 
his  will,  none  of  which  are  varied  for  accommodation  of  the  evil.    His  Almighty  prori- 
dence  is  pre-eminent  in  general  conservation.     What  more,  then,  can  the  good  promise 
themselves  ? 

Whatever  establishes  man^s  future  happiness  best,  is  not  their  consideration ;  if  that 
position  conflicts  with  their  order,  it  is  sure  to  be  assailed  by  them,  however  unreaBon- 
able  the  objection. 

The  ancient  priestocracy,  as  the  druids  and  polytheists,  assumed  to  be  of  the  real 
genuine  peculiar  faith,  and  dictated  their  dogmas  then  witti  as  much  eflfrontery  as  the 
modern  priestocracy.    All  this  is  despotism. 

The  right  tribunal  of  mind  holds  all  accountable  as  intolerant  and  unreasonable  bigot$, 
to  be  condemned  when  mind  awakes  to  the  appreciation  of  its  true  position. 

Do  they  civilize  mind  when  they  delude  and  deceive  it? 

When  worthy  citizens,  despite  of  their  peculiar  profession,  which  peculiarizes  them, 
fhey  may  aid — as  all  minds  bent  on  good,  do — but  they  avail  no  more  than  as  far  a9 
they  go  in  science  and  philosophy. 

All  preachers  are  involved  at  once  in  the  absurdest  contradictions,  by  the  adoption  of 
any  peculiar  faith. 

If  you  adopt  any  bibles  of  it,  you  adopt  all  its  false  pretences. 

Who  has  analyzed  the  impiety  involved  in  the  legend  of  th^  Devil,  a  fiction  that  killt 
all  its  bibles  ? 

In  all  such  idea,  however  its  peculiar  god  is  helped,  the  God  of  the  universe  » 
libeled. 

Preachers  are  particularly  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  this  libel,  and  yet  they  preteoi 
to  preach  the  gospel,  which,  of  course,  is  anything  but  the  truth. 

The  worst  punishment,  no  doubt,  will  pursue  those  perverting  human  minds ;  aixi 
preachers,  knowingly  advancing  tliis  poison,  ought  particularly  to  suffer  the  worst  of  all 
penalties. 

Does  the  preacher  universally  adhere  to  universal  principles,  to  protect  benightfi) 
minds? 

If  the  love  of  souls  be  primary,  why  is  it  so  often,  that  when  independent  in  circum- 
stances, that  he  gives  up  preaching  before  he  reaches  the  retiring  age  ? 

If  principles  prevail,  how  is  it  that  he  is  so  often  accused  of  violation  of  fundamental 
rules  of  chastity  of  the  nuptial  bed,  and  that  he  triumphs  over  lay  members,  equally  s» 
respectable,  in  church  trials,  however  condemned  by  enlightened  public  opinion,  too  often 
defied  by  church  despotism  ? 

Admit  that  he  should  be  considered  only  as  human  nature  ;  then  let  all  such  assuror 
no  more  than  belongs  to  them,  as  no  more  worthy  to  be  separate  from  general  te^. 
All  are  protected  under  the  universal  God-benefits ;  why  should  any  claim  more  ? 

The  present  state  of  things  begets  corruption,  hypocrisy  in  many  church  members,  i> 
is  said.  Now,  that  presupposes  perjury,  and  a  most  disastrous  state  of  morals  to  the 
world. 

Can  compromise  of  money  alone  to  the  world  for  social  injuries  of  primary  cha- 
racter, exonerate  any  minds  ? 

Who  of  mind  with  least  light  would  be  so  stupid  as  to  suffer  any  wolves  to  visit 
families  and  social  circles  at  all  times  accessible,  without  the  necessary  safe  guardi  for 
universal  protection  ? 

What  individual  exception  can  be  made? 

Is  any  class  sounder  in  morals  than  others  ?    Where  ? 

There  is  then  a  necessity  to  put  religion  and  freedom  on  the  only  right  basis,  to 
counteract  all  perversions  of  them. 

When  there  is  no  private  or  public  exemption  from  responsibility,  then  all  is  right 

But  the  bible  of  mind  gives  us  the  full  view  of  the  only  safe  position  in  life.  It 
affords  an  epitome  of  principles  so  plain,  that  all  can  understand  them  with  common 
aenae,  so  short  that  they  are  written  on  the  tablets  of  cultivated  miad,  bat  too  short  for 
speculation  and  trade  of  the  liierarchal  faculty. 

We  may  have  its  moral  and  intellectual  sermons  communing  with  God,  teaching  tbs 
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best  science  of  avoiding  evil,  and  seeking  that  which  is  good,  availing  ourselves  of 
right,  and  giving  the  whole  world  a  living  chance,  never  leaving  it  worse  than  we  find 
it.  It  teaches  to  nurture  a  liberal  and  kind  spirit  towards  the  world,  yet  guard  against 
its  deepest  wiles. 

Those  fundamental  principles  that  give  us  rights,  making  none  discontented  or  mis- 
erable with  all  that  cannot  be  helped,  are  its  precepts. 

It  teaches  to  look  to  reason  in  our  adversity  and  prosperity. 

It  guides  our  minds  to  scan  and  look  deep  into  all  things,  to  the  necessary  depth,  and 
never  be  deceived  by  names  and  professions. 

Its  tuition  is  wisdom,  to  avoid  cunning  and  its  results. 

In  social  benevolence  it  rectifies  public  morals,  and  in  avoidance  of  social  difficulties 
it  frees  from  the  tax  of  sharp  and  trickey  pettifoggers  and  priests. 

It  proves  to  us  the  policy  of  avoiding  trusting  to  outside  appearances. 

Its  wisest  plan  is  to  avoid  all  practicable  in  evil— enter  into  no  obligation  that  sus- 
tains no  principle,  for  bible  or  no  bible,  if  principle  be  wanting,  there  can  be  no  soul  of 
religion  there. 

It  teaches  man  to  comprehend  safety  in  principle,  .and  avoid  all  plans  that  must 
result  in  failure  by  the  inevitable  condition  of  its  nature. 

It  regards  the  necessity  of  correct  actions,  that  permit  not  the  world  to  impose  on  us 
at  all  if  practicable  to  avoid  it. 

By  its  admonition,  we  discover  that  God's  friendship  is  a  jewel  invaluable,  not  to  be 
bought ;  that  incapable  and  unworthy  characters  should  not  be  risked  for  his  business, 
when  capable  mind  can  be  selected. 

That  Deity  should  not  be  libeled  on  man's,  his  construction  of  his  gifts  and  universal 
protection,  when  mind  fails  to  regulate  them  in  the  dignity  of  its  most  elevated  cha- 
racter. Then  mind  being  primarily  accountable  to  God,  must  prepare  and  regulate  its 
own  best  code  of  ethics  as  the  bible  of  mind,  and  seek  to  avoid  all  those  libels  perpe- 
trated by  the  bibles  of  tradition  on  God. 

Then  all  will  learn  to  speak  the  truth  honestly,  and  reach  the  highest  state  of 
morals. 

All  professions  of  peculiar  faith  intended  as  all  are  for  speculation,  stretch  the  con- 
science of  the  professors  to  take  advantages  by  many  dissembled  tricks. 

The  code  of  mind,  the  universal  beneficiary,  the  highest  of  ethics  resting  on  para- 
mount principles,  will  not  permit  the  spirit  of  the  people  (o  be  crushed  by  any  form  of 
absolutism,  and  will  certainly  prevent  their  debasement  by  sophistry. 

It  builds  mansions  if  possible  for  cultivation  of  mind,  rather  than  prisons  to  punish  the 
delinquencies  of  ignorance,  that  should  have  been  eradicated  by  the  most  liberal-  sys- 
tems of  rational  education. 

It  takes  every  necessary  opportunity  to  advance  in  this  age  of  the  world,  true  reli- 
gious appreciation  and  improvement  on  the  inherent  elements,  the  universal  dowry  of 
the  Creator. 

On  its  basis  the  pious  mother  can  advance  the  best  catechism  for  her  children,  to  be 
aided  by  the  light  of  rational  science  attendant  in  all  conditions  to  raise  their  character 
to  the  best  and  loftiest  aspirations. 

All  are  equal  in  her  view  by  merit  before  the  God  of  justice,  purity,  mercy,  and  per- 
fection. 

Taught  by  this  safe  p«>sition,  the  most  suitable  for  man,  we  go  not  only  for  a  proper 
balance  of  mind,  but  universal  satisfaction  on  a  uniform  basis  of  protection  and  the 
loftiest  principles  of  exact  justice,  not  merely  preached  about,  but  practiced. 

We  speak  of  the  action  for  intelligent,  rational  freemen,  all  the  time. 

As  cultivation  is  the  honor  of  agriculture,  not  only  in  evolving  the  richest  harvests, 
hut  enriching  the  soil  to  the  capacity  of  its  faculty ;  so  free  agency  of  mind  that  endows 
the  world  for  its  best  good,  must  avail  itself  of  all  its  capabilities  for  success  that  com- 
prehends the  analysis  of  a  world  wide  subject  that  embraces  God-  and  the  universe. 

Mind  that  is  cultivated  under  the  auspices  of  its  own  rational  bible,  must  see  the  folly 
and  criminality  of  sectarianism  of  peculiar  faiths  contending  for  centuries  and  thousands 
of  years,  about  vicegerents  and  messiahs,  showing  of  course,  an  earthly  unhallowed 
purpose,  but  that  all  true  believers  in  one  individual  God,  having  all  enlightened  prin- 
ciples of  intellect  and  morals,  are  one  brotherhood  indivisible  and  undivided  throughout 
the  globe,  and  above  all  the  universe !  What  a  mighty  link,  and  that  through  the 
mighty  operations  of  mind. 

The  only  true  rationality  will  reach  us  in  time,  when  the  mighty  action  is  accom- 
plished by  mind ! 

Pore  religionists  should  never  suffer  fellow  beings  to  be  nnrighteously  distressed. 

They  should  be  sorry  in  actions,  with  benevolence  aforethought,  not  in  mere  words 
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and  sympathy,  afler-thought ;  responsive  to  tlie  calls  of  life,  not  merely  officious  st  tfit 
mere  offices  of  the  grave,  fully  satisfying  all  the  demands  of  affection  and  duty. 

The  world  needs  codes  of  par  value  to  suit  the  dignity  of  the  times,  as  we  see  tkt 
all  past  ones  are  deficient  in  morals,  as  they  were  deficient  in  philosophy  and  science. 
Any  bible  that  does  not  produce  the  exalted  benefit  of  mind  by  religion,  is  out  of  its 
sphere. 

He  that  will  exclude  all  proper  basis  from  the  code  of  the  bible  of  mind,  is  traitor  to 
humanity  and  God.  We  need  constitutional  codes  that  will  liberate  mind  from  tlie 
shackles  of  preconceived  notions  and  prejudices,  a  degraded  bigotry  that  will  lead  huu 
without  restraint  and  social  injury,  to  the  soundest  legitimate  aspirations. 

We  need  every  thing  pure,  conservative,  and  self  vindicatory  for  free  and  intelligent 
people,  too  intelligent  for  miracles  to  be  dupes  of  an  ignorant  priestocracy  and  their 
degraded  superstition. 

Educated  nations  of  the  world,  need  the  proper  scope  to  all  this  for  its  full  compre- 
hension and  satisfaction.  A  system  must  be  maintained  for  right  action  and  proper 
good  behavior,  for  social  and  rational  good  extended  to  the  greatest  number. 

The  whole  ethics  of  the  world  are  God-planned,  accommodated  to  man'*8  wants  and 
the  treasury  of  the  universe,  that  is  united  in  one  harmonious  whole. 

Common  sense,  truth,  and  honesty,  must  preside  at  their  selection  and  theatre. 

Man  as  born  a  helpless  infant,  ignorant  of  the  wiles  of  mind  perverted,  of  evil  com- 
munications, the  poisons  of  miserable  and  corrupt  education,  abiding  errors  of  ignorance, 
misguided  teachings  of  dolts,  dotards  and  pretenders,  invaluable  time  lost,  eternal  tnitlis 
never  attained,  concealed  or  mistaught,  all  the  dangers  of  temptation  to  ills  and  evils. 
only  known  by  physical  ruins  and  despotic  tyrannical  habits,  must  have  a  proper  code 
from  the  family  altar  to  the  boldest  communications  of  good  faith,  the  exertions  of 
genius,  and  the  highest  attainment  of  philosophy  for  self-defence. 

His  mind  should  be  duly  balanced,  and  his  happiness  best  promoted  by  all  the  fasdi- 
mental  principles  that  can  glorify  his  perfect  Creator. 

Then  arise  the  beauties  and  powers  of  conscience  among  the  civilized  beings  taught 
the  ethics  inherent  to  human  nature  and  condition,  verified  in  the  illustrious  benefits  dis- 
pensed to  the  improved  world. 

But  adopt  any  system  of  vicegerency  of  the  exploded  humbugs,  the  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion, and  we  take  all  the  evils  and  conflicts  of  their  absurd  contradictions. 

Sects  and  divisions  of  sects  will  then  espouse  neither  reason  nor  truth,  but  will  fed 
bound  when  chained  to  the  juggernaut-car  of  sophistry,  the  ever  constant  aid  of  super- 
stition, to  defend  all  its  basest  and  revolting  defects,  errors  and  vices. 

The  consequence  must  inevitably  be,  that  it  will  originate  more  dark  deeds,  than  it 
will  extinguish. 

But  the  proper,  the  true  system  of  rational  religion  dependent  on  the  bible  of  mind, 
can  stand  all  proper  tests,  as  all  proper  principles  are  inherent  to  man^s  natare,  an^ 
should  be  evolved  by  certain  education  of  mind  for  its  present  good,  and  its  future 
happiness. 

A  neutral  state  of  mind  about  the  proper  code  of  life  is  a  dangerous  one. 

Man  is  always  a  fallen  and  depraved  being,  if  he  do  not  come  up  to  the  proper  stand- 
ard and  dignity  of  his  character  and  capacity  of  his  mental  calibre,  in  all  ages. 

He  perverts  his  capital  into  a  sad  waste,  in  ratio  to  his  mind's  divergence  froo 
good. 

Already  has  superstition  stalked  over  every  land,  rearing  her  despotism  over  mind, 
causing  man-worship  and  idolatry  now  to  flourish. 

We  have  to  define  the  great  outlines  of  our  duty,  of  man  to  man. 

They  are  to  be  written  more  or  less  in  all  refined  and  well-regulated  minds,  on  the 
tablet  of  the  understanding  and  memory,  ready  for  constant  practice  and  action. 

Man  cannot  mistake  them,  imperative  as  is  the  obligation,  speaking  for  itself. 

There  can  be  no  issue  on  this  globe ;  all  rational  nations  can  read  them,  the  laogaag« 
of  nature  uncomipted. 

Where  a  correct,  moral,  and  intellectual  taste  presides,  justice  governs  the  world. 

Where  universal  good  feeling  predominates,  the  innocent  do  not  suflfer  from  the 
guilty. 

Let  us  not  leave  a  void  for  any  more  base  systems  to  enslave,  pervert,  and  corrupt 
mind  in  its  world^s  progress,  but  fill  up  the  apace  by  that  system  that  prevents  omis- 
sions of  dutv,  and  commissions  of  evil ;  that  establishes  true  constitutional  governmeni 
of  man,  and  rational  religion  of  God. 

A  proper  code  of  the  bible  of  mind  will  cause  all  to  appeal  rightly  to  the  dignity  of 
God^s  conservative  principles,  that  act  for  him»  the  Immutable  Being,  and  cause  man, 
the  mutable  creature,  to  act  for  himself. 
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That  code  will  teach  man  to  be  true  to  God  and  man,  to  be  true  to  himself,  to  avoid 
a.1]  prostitution  of  his  talents  and  virtues,  all  habits  that  enslave  with  a  reckless  ruin, 
all  temptation  that  wisdom  shuns,  and  all  communications  that  are  evil. 

AVhcre  we  do  not  approach  the  contagion,  the  poison  is  wanting. 

Human  nature  in  no  form,  sect,  denomination  or  society  is  infallible — it  therefore 
must  be  elevated  to  its  proper  dignity  by  proper  education,  intellectual  and  moral,  to 
reach  the  whole  fund  of  principles,  and  the  wbolc  code  of  morals  and  religion. 

Let  principles  of  rational  religion  be  discussed,  and  its  virtues  be  secured  by  all. 

Religion,  to  be  worth  anything,  must  be  sincere,  of  course  must  be  intellectual,  of 
the  mind,  therefore  rational ;  all  otbers  will  be,  must  be  failures. 

The  question  with  the  world  is  not  as  to  the  bibles  of  tradition,  that  became  obsolete 
with  their  peculiar  tradition,  but  the  bible  of  mind  that  is  always  present,  the  diamond 
of  creation. 

How  can  this  be  estimated  ?  Surely  not  by  an  interested  priestocracy  already  con- 
demned to  complete  silence,  but  by  mind,  and  nothing  else,  for  approval  or  condemna- 
tii>n  on  its  position. 

Mankind  may  follow  the  bent  of  their  own  evil  uncorrected  disposition,  and  must 
arouse  the  sleeping  lion  of  bad  habits,  that  their  powers  can  rarely  allay  if  submitted 
to  too  long. 

Much  of  the  world  is  propelled  to  unworthy  motives  and  passions,  from  the  alluring 
facility  of  gratifying  tbem. 

It  is  the  impunity  that  allures  the  warrior  to  gratify  his  lust  of  ambition,  through  the 
slaughter  of  millions.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  world,  if  it  will  submit  to  such  degrada- 
tions, when  it  has  the  conservation  of  principles. 

Human  nature,  in  all  its  circumstances  and  vicissitudes  of  life,  when  irrational,  is 
corrupt  enough,  but  its  redeeming  good  quality,  if  rightly  inspired,  can  cause  it  to  ever 
respect  its  bounden  duty  to  commit  the  least  sin,  and  repent  of  all  misdeeds. 

Its  inspiration  must  be  from  the  fountain  source  of  its  creation,  that  can  only  endow 
it  with  the  function  of  timely  faculty,  which  cannot  be  possessed  by  any  vicarious  sub- 
stitutes from  the  essential  nature  of  its  organization,  and  that  position  excludes  all 
creeds  of  vicegerents  that  involve  themselves  forever  \n  contradictions,  absurdities  and 
criminalities,  and  produce  an  irreparable  and  greater  injury  than  previously  existent. 

History  tells  us  what  they  are,  what  they  say  of  and  do  to  each  other,  and  their 
treatment  of  the  world. 

Any  one  that  analyzes  the  deep  subject  of  bible  of  mind,  will  acknowledge  that  the 
whole  code  of  morals  should  be  systematized  for  future  good  as  a  mirror  of  mind,  that 
the  various  nations  should  throw  ia  their  refined  science  and  philosophy  for  the  general 
gocnl. 

All  we  at  present  ask  for  is,  that  the  true  system  of  religion  may  not  bo  victimized 
by  half  mad  zealots,  deeply  self-interested  bigots,  monomaniac  fanatics,  who  cannot 
change  from  interested  motives  and  conceited  views. 

Let  it  be  certainly  known,  that  rational  religion  is  not  only  sufficient,  but  is  necessa- 
rily all  the  code  that  can  be  possibly  realized  as  the  inspiration  of  God,  by  the  world  or 
people  at  large. 

The  bible  of  mind  investigates  in  some  profound  inquiries. 

Can  the  prayers  of  the  priests  save  the  souls  of  people  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
them  in  purity  of  conscience  1     Why  this,  vassalage  of  mind  ? 

This  question  is  not  so  much  the  form,  as  the  spirit  of  government  among  the 
people. 

The  people  tliat  can  govern  themselves,  can  appreciate  the  religious  part  of  the 
question. 

If  we  correct  the  priestcraflship,  we  may  easily  correct  a  fanatic  world. 

The  very  object  of  the  code,  the  bible  of  mind,  is  to  elicit  appropriate  thought,  word 
and  action  throughout  the  world. 

This  code,  tiien,  prohibits  the  faith  in  dead  mortals  with  all  the  legions  of  so-called 
saints  and  martyrs,  the  dregs  and  vices  of  bygone  days. 

Those  that  hear  her  rational  declaration  can  feel  satisfied  to  die  without  being  shrived 
by  a  priest,  or  prayed  for  by  a  preacher,  having  posted  their  life  day-book. 

They  will  ask  to  be  delivered  from  this  imposition,  that  has  terrified  the  credulous 
part  of  the  world.  WHt  a  rational  people  hold  still,  and  suffer  such  base  imposition  and 
fraud  1 

Infants  must  be  christened  or  probably  go  to  the  devil !  Having  expelled  the  last  as 
fiction,  the  first  had  best  be  instructed  in  the  name  and  virtue  of  pure  religion,  that  will 
give  wise  and  virtuous  parents  enough  to  do  in  life. 

Nor  do  people  need  the  aid  of  the  priests  or  ministers  in  church-yards,  to  protect  the 
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dead,  that  are  nuisances  to  the  living  in  cities,  therefore  the  civilized  will  hare  then 
removed  to  some  retired  rural  spot,  consecrated  to  solitude  and  God^s  protection. 

The  code  of  mind  invokes  all  intellectual  freemen,  to  arrest  all  damnable  frauds  oa 
the  pockets,  minds,  morals,  and  rational  religion  of  tlie  world. 

No  peculiar  bible  can  give  any  idea,  but  that  of  a  peculiar  god,  that  the  universe  does 
not  know. 

The  priests^  bible,  god  and  opinions,  are  peculiar. 

After  all,  where  did  they  get  all  Uiese  peculiarities,  but  in  the  peculiar  precincts  of 
priestocracy. 

At  this  day,  we  see  the  most  accursed  fraud  on  mind.  What  was  mind  for,  we  ask 
you  who  affect  to  be  holy  and  divine  by  excellence,  before  God  and  man  1 

Are  you  really  so  stupid,  that  you  know  no  better  ?  Then  this  is  reason  enough  that 
you  doff  your  profession,  of  which  as  one  from  God  for  man,  you  are  all  unworthy.  VVe 
this  day  not  only  protest  against  your  declarations,  before  a  libeled  God  and  injured  man, 
but  we  arraign  you  as  the  iibelers  before  God,  man  and  mind. 

But  you  are  equally  guilty,  if  you  assert  this  from  design,  to  uphold  a  book,  that  is 
self-impeached  and  impeaches  you. 

The  people  have  submitted  most  passively  and  stupidly,  to  immolate  themselves  and 
freedom  on  the  altar  of  superstition  and  absolutism. 

The  great  error  has  been  assumption  and  usurpation  of  arrant  impostors  in  their  false 
pretences,  of  man  degraded  and  corrupt,  in  the  first  place  assuming  to  mediate  between 
his  fellows  and  God,  instead  of  letting  mind,  pure  and  enlightened  have  its  waj — the 
other  is  a  blind  and  slavish  popular  surrender  of  mind^s  noblest  principles  and  preroga- 
tives, to  all  such  impostors  and  pretenders. 

In  such  enormous  injustice,  we  can  never  yield  conservative  revolution  to  imbecile 
reformation. 

Call  you  that  religion,  that  asserts  faith  for  reason,  and  messiahs,  necessarily  mortal, 
for  God  1 

What  a  doctrine,  that  God  has  entrusted  the  saving  of  souls  out  of  his  own  hands, 
into  those  of  the  priests  and  clergy  at  the  death ! 

We  see  that  a  king  supporting  one  state  church,  when  dying  take  not  its  euckarist, 
caring  but  little  for  the  established  church,  but  was  shrived  clandestinely  in  his  dying 
couch  by  the  Roman  priest ! 

How  much  better  would  it  have  been,  had  he  submitted  his  soul  directly  to  his  God, 
without  the  intervention  of  such  mummery  1 

The  priests  assumed  to  be  the  God-makers,  and  so  far  from  being  the  science  men  and 
keepers,  they  were  thereby  the  science  and  philosophy  corrupters,  and  are  now  their 
Iibelers,  suppressing  free  investigation,  because  these  principles  interfere  with  their  men- 
worship  and  expose  their  idolatry. 

Treachery,  the  worst  of  all  ignoble  deeds,  next  to  hypocrisy,  ever  hateful,  has  been 
perpetrated  by  the  priestocracy,  from  beyond  the  record  of  time  in  fable  or  story. 

The  sooner  the  world  is  rid  of  it,  the  more  God  will  bless  mind. 

But  no  little  conspicuous  is  the  sophistry  of  the  priests,  preachers  and  all  of  that  tribe 
of  the  world,  that  after  full  exposure  are  still  hanging  upon  the  timid  credulity  of  prose- 
lytes and  the  weak-minded,  who  cannot  tell  Uie  difference  between  religiou  and 
superstition.     In  their  defeat  they  still  deceive  by  pretences. 

Priests  have  used  their  false  pretences,  at  yariousagesof  the  world,  to  uphold  idolatry 
or  a  gross  superstition,  not  to  be  lightly  shaken  off,  taking  advantage  of  tlie  deplorable 
ignorance  of  the  human  mind,  which  they  have  perverted  by  all  expedients. 

Now  they  should  have  done  better,  because  they  knew  better. 

.They  have  ignobly  degraded  man,  and  themselves. 

No  wonder  that  the  inside  barbarians  will  not  adopt  their  own  codes,  returned  to  them 
still  more  deformed !  Are  the  Brahmins  of  ^sia,  or  the  priests  of  China  less  cunning, 
than  the  priests  of  Europe  1 

Is  peculiar  faith  less  odious  to  monotheists,  however  disguised  in  all  the  expedients 
oi  sophistry  and  superstition  1 

Wiienever  science  and  philosophy  come  to  the  rescue  of  mind,  a  dishonest  priest^ 
ocracy  exclaim  against  them,  at  the  tribunal  of  a  peculiar  faith,  forever  condemned  at 
the  tribunal  of  reason  and  reason's  God. 

Wherever  his  great  principles  seem  to  clash,  the  definition  is  due  to  the  finite  view 
of  mortals,  consequently,  we  must  correct  all  such  as  impious  to  God,  and  deceptive  to 
mind. 

No  point  nor  subject  is  exempt  from  investigation,  and  that  implies  rational  mind,  and 
always  implies  truth.  It  is  the  highest  duty  of  religion,  to  investigate  all  presented  the 
mind  to  test  its  honesty,  truthfulness  in  good  faith. 
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All  other  views  of  religion  are  partial,  perTcried,  imperfect,  clashing  eternally,  or 
their  advocates  of  sectarianism  for  them,  and  all  such  are  eternally  earthy,  and  unto 
mortality  they  will  return. 

Let  mind,  vigorous  in  health  of  body,  strong  in  wisdom,  and  beautiful  in  innocence, 
rise  triumphantly  over  all  such  low  elements,  guided  by  the  safe  pilots,  sincerity,  truth, 
and  rational  education. 

What  boots  the  independence  of  nations,  when  mind  is  vassal  to  superstition,  whoso 
priests  and  preachers  denounce  its  freedom,  attained  by  science  and  philosophy  1  All 
such  are  im[)eached  before  God  to-day. 

Let  not  a  corrupt  priestocracy  keep  back  mind's  essential  rights,  which  are  the  praise 
and  highest  reverence  of  God. 

Let  not  the  degraded  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  pretend  that  earthly  vicegerents  are 
to  usurp  claims  that  are  individual  property  of  God,  for  which  they  are  culprits  for 
condign  punishment. 

If  Christ  received  the  reward  of  his  crimes,  that  of  blasphemy,  what  must  they 
expect  sinning  against  science  and  philosophy,  the  best  knowledge  means  ? 

The  world  is  full  of  deception,  and  ever  will  be,  if  the  people  make  themselves  a 
herd,  to  be  misled  by  interested  partisans,  who  become  pensioners  upon  Uie  people's 
wrongs. 

Preachers  and  priests,  as  the  ancient  soothsayers,  have  lost  sight  of  true  analysis, 
and  as  the  base  is  sophistry,  a  base  action  must  result. 

Wliat  was  faith  under  the  soothsayers  but  an  undignified  superstition  ? 

"What  dignity  of  religion  is  there  now  under  the  present  regime  ? 

Who  but  charlatans  in  peculiar  faith  could  deny  science  and  philosophy  the  faculty 
of  correcting  all  things  counterfeit  ?  Who  but  the  followers  of  spurious  faith  could 
deny  the  test  for  correct  faith  ? 

Sinners,  that  is  those  not  believing  in  peculiar  faith,  are  urged  to  get  religion.  What 
more  can  a  conscientious  mind  do,  as  it  already  believes  in  the  God  of  the  universe 
exclusively,  and  that  embraces  the  whole  subject  conclusively,  as  they  reverence  him 
most  profoundly  ? 

To  go  beyond  would  be  treachery  to  the  almighty :  to  trifle  with  their  creation  birth- 
right religion,  is  to  deal  in  counterfeits.  Can  any  honest,  high-minded  man  dare  open 
his  mouth  before  this  position  ?  Why  then,  siimers  ?  Is  he  so  stultified  by  the  desire 
of  worldly  profits,  and  influences  of  petty  ambition  and  avarice,  that  he  should  forget 
proper  sense  and  honesty  1 

The  preachers^  is  a  peculiar  faith,  that  a  few  may  get  for  peculiar  purposes,  but  God 
begets  a  universal  belief  that  all  can  confide  in  and  enjoy. 

How  then  can  the  large  society  of  the  world  get  religion  on  their  basis  ?  How  absurd 
to  think  that  it  can  be  really  had.  Who  can  give  it  ?  Can  sinful  preachers  ?  Who 
will  swap  chances  with  such  ? 

Are  they  more  truthful  and  honest  than  truthful  and  honest  monotheists?  Will  they 
prove  all  that  ? 

As  long  as  the  stupid  will  believe  their  fables,  fanatics  will  not  stop  their  peculiar 
faith  or  cunning  stratagems. 

If  the  people  believed  in  one  God,  then  the  priestocracy  could  have  no  employment 
for  their  certificates. 

Can  preachers  call  up  converts  at  their  bidding  ;  if  so,  why  do  they  not  convert  the 
world  1 

It  is  faith  of  the  most  peculiar  character,  that  is  the  main  point  all  the  time  with  the 
priests  and  preachers. 

But  truth  and  honesty  are  the  main  points  of  religion,  that  is  the  main  duty  to  God 
and  man. 

W^hat  greater  benefit  can  there  be  than  general  prosperity  of  all  1  At  the  same  time, 
what  but  particulars  make  up  the  whole  1  In  having  each  family  blessed,  the  nation, 
the  world,  the  universe  are  included. 

What  then  is  due  the  individual  must  not  be  withheld  from  families.  What  was  all 
this  to  an  ignorant  priestocracy,  that  contracted  all  to  their  narrow  and  bigoted  sphere  ? 
It  is  proof  undeniable  of  their  selfishness,  that  the  soul  of  mankind  was  not  cared  for 
on  God's  principles,  but  on  their  degraded  position. 

It  was  the  absolutism  by  "  divine  rights^'  that  was  particularly  sought.  The  greatest 
enemy  is  the  traitor  who  acts  under  the  guise  of  fnendship ;  the  greatest  tjrrant  is  he 
who  aflfects  to  rale  for  the  good  of  the  people. 

It  is  for  the  soyereign  people  to  appreciate  and  govern,  not  wait  on  the  actors  to 
reform  their  abuses. 

If  reason,  truth,  science  and  philosophy  flounsb,  then  priests  and  members  of 
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peculiar  faith  fall  as  ignorant  aiders  or  abettors,  or  vriifnl  and  knowing  imposton. 
Are  preachers  called  of  God  !  That  is,  they  speak  themselves  invited  if  iotere$t 
invites. 

Is  their  conduct  any  better  than  that  of  others  ? 

We  must  call  things  by  their  right  names. 

Do  the  priests  and  preachers  come  to  us  as  the  apostles  of  principles,  science  and 
philosophy,  God's  own,  or  rather  of  peculiar  faith,  that  refuses  these  as  condemnatoiy 
of  itself? 

Thus  we  have  the  strongest  proof  that  the  bible  of  tradition  cannot  begin  to  stand  up 
to  the  demands  of  popular  wants  as  those  of  constitutional  representative  government 
that  has  been  sacriAced  to  peculiar  faith  of  no  character  in  religion,  but  a  strong  aod 
insidious  copartner  of  absolutism. 

It  redounded  once  to  the  fame  and  profits  of  priestocracy  to  allay  such  characters  as 
departed  spirits,  such  as  fiction  painted  disturbed,  or  to  defeat  the  bad  spirits.  But  that 
was  superstition.     Their  general  acts  come  under  that  category. 

Now  mind,  if  cultivated,  must  see  that  the  soothsayers,  augurs  and  priests,  all  the 
same,  were  the  base  part  of  mankind,  who  did  many  dark  deeds,  and  threw  the  odium 
of  all  that  was  malign  on  others  not  able  to  answer  for  themselves,  as  they  had  no  exist- 
ence, and  of  course  no  responsibility.  Their  fellow-creatures  were  deluded  on  the 
evolution  of  such  outrages  on  common  sense  and  honesty,  and  were  victimized  abun- 
dantly for  ages,  even  in  the  name  of  religion !  That  is  the  basest  piracy  on  hum&D 
nature,  under  the  disgraceful  and  degrading  deeds  of  superstition. 

These  views,  most  hostile  to  the  valued  actions  of  sound  thought,  influence  still  the 
mind  of  all  shortsighted  people,  who  follow  men  and  not  principles,  messiahs  and  not 
God,  who  do  not  give  proper  credit  to  the  inherent  virtue  of  enlightened  principles,  no\r 
expanding  by  their  inherent  power  on  the  globe,  nor  to  the  intrinsic  force  of  circum- 
stances, time  and  general  influence  of  enlightened  countries.  The  priestocracy  are  in 
the  way. 

All  have  now  to  keep  pace  with  the  light  of  mind,  or  be  led  in  the  absolute  quag- 
mires of  inefficient  and  murderous  actions. 

All  the  machinery  of  angels,  ministers  of  peculiar  faith  that  relate  to  vicegcrenlsbips, 
arose  from  the  deep  designs  of  the  beneficiary  class  trespassing,  by  vile  usurpation,  oo 
the  deep  and  ignominious  ignorance  of  the  people  involved  in  the  vassal  state  of  the 
times,  in  place  of  conservative  principles,  inherent  in  the  universe,  that  are  the  oiiJt 
true  agencies  known  to  science  and  philosophy  of  Deity,  who  employs  all  terrestrial 
agencies  only  as  free  agency  of  mind,  that  is  human,  and  no  more,  for  universal  good. 

The  whole  doctrine  about  spirits,  good  and  evil,  is  only  from  sheer  ignorance  of  prin- 
ciples, that  were  innate  to  the  universe. 

The  world  must  look  upon  all  such  as  vile  imposition,  and  the  agents  the  most  arntot 
impostors. 

Enlightened  mind  feels  for  its  age  and  people,  to  be  caught  by  such  vile  degradation. 

Writers,  who  might  have  been  the.  master  genius,  not  only  of  their  day  but  of  future 
ages,  have  catered  to  a  morbid  taste  in  this  world,  parading  the  heroes  of  such  adveo- 
tures,  who  have  heard  such  strange  sounds,  seen  such  horrible  sights.  How  they  exult 
in  nonsense  and  folly. 

Time,  long  ago,  should  have  corrected  all  this. 

As  to  inspiration  of  preachers  and  priests,  the  main  question  is,  are  tliey  prepared,  by 
instruction  and  talents,  to  teach  the  principles,  not  doctrines  merely,  of  God,  as  evinced 
through  science  and  philosophy  of  mind  ;  if  not,  why  should  they  impose  on  the  worid  ? 
As  proof  of  their  incompetency  of  teaching,  their  adherence  to  the  faith  of  a  peculiar 
god,  of  peculiar  notions,  and,  above  all,  of  a  messiahship,  is  proof  positive  that  they  are 
peculiarly  unfit  to  teach  the  world  such  principles  as  would  suit  all  mankind.  The  doc- 
trines of  peculiarity  are  arrant  nuisances. 

Above  all  others,  they  should  prize  good  deeds  and  proper  mind,  resulting  from  pro- 
per education,  that  should  elevate  the  possessor  to  the  head  of  society. 

They,  above  all  others,  as  teachers  of  mind,  should  appreciate  an  education,  liberal 
enough  to  master  all  kinds  of  diflliculties,  and  therefore  it  should  be  properly  prepared 
at  all  points. 

But  their  peculiar  faith  steps  in  and  arrests  the  most  material  principle,  reason  of 
mind,  in  the  most  sacred  truths. 

It  is  highly  important  that  mind-fund  should  be  preventive  of  our  committing  our- 
selves, by  thought,  word  or  deed,  improperly,  especially  by  advice.  We  cannot  be  too 
particular  with  the  world,  w  hich  takes  many  advantages  of  mind,  that  time  gives  it  to 
correct  the  judgment. 

Truth  and  honesty  can  then  be  estimated  by  it,  as  the  best  policy  in  all  things,  espe- 
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cially  becoming  in  rational  religion.  But  all  attempts  will  be  made  to  let  priestocracy 
down,  as  if  not  guilty  of  enough  to  eject  it  forthwith  from  the  pale  of  all  good  society. 

What  a  system  and  machinery  that  lord  it  over  the  mind,  the  pockets,  and  the  various 
interests  of  the  mass,  the  world,  and  granted  indulgences  for  money,  to  luxuriate  in 
Tices,  lust  and  crime ;  for  paganism  and  nothing  else  ! 

When  the  illusion  of  these  impressions  of  absolutism  is  destroyed,  then  mankind  will 
see  a  monstrous  fraud  on  the  world,  that  ought  to  appreciate  all  such  now. 

How  superficial  preachers  and  priests  must  be,  to  subscribe  to  doctrines  that  disgrace 
the  old  soothsayers  and  augurs. 

The  only  base  to  build  on,  is  on  the  supreme  power  alone.  All  else  is  apostacy,  to 
the  unity  of  God. 

How  can  we  reach  the  worst  kind  of  people,  or  mind  ? 

As  they  have  not  the  prompt  remorse  that  springs  from  a  pure  conscience,  then 
such  must  be  reached  through  penalties  that  affect  their  pocket,  disgrace,  infamy,  or 
ignominy. 

The  most  effectual  preacher  is  he  who  speaks  through  certain  pains  and  penalties  in 
this  life,  a  matter  of  restitution,  not  deferred  to  the  day  of  judgment,  that  some  do  not 
appreciate,  and  others  do  not  expect — a  very  unsafe,  if  not  bad  policy.  Consequently, 
present  and  immediate  restitution  on  this  earth,  and  at  the  time,  by  wise  laws,  does  its 
absolute  good. 

No  dynasty  of  priestocracy  can  be  right,  as  it  is  ungodly. 

Where  do  the  pretences  of  priests  end?     In  the  world's  evil. 

See  the  state  of  the  world's  classes,  embracing  particularly  the  castes  of  Asia,  having 
the  same  complexion  of  priests'  abomination. 

One  of  one  profession  cannot  touch  those  of  another,  without  pollution !  What  un- 
godly mind-pollution,  in  these  faith-bigots.  The  difference  is  indebted  to  mind,  tliat 
will  necessarily  expel  the  whole  fraternity,  ere  long,  as  too  vile  for  Asia,  even. 

Right  ordered  minds  must  reject  all  preachers  that  seek  to  arouse  excitement,  by  sul- 
phur and  brimstone,  as  contemptible ;  by  any  peculiar  faith,  as  perjured. 

There  can  be  no  peculiar  preachers,  as  such  are  peculiar  impostors,  for  the  capital 
universally  is  principles.  Those  who  rightly  instruct  mind  in  all  proper  principles,  and 
their  appropriate  application,  are  only  entitled  as  instructors. 

Principles  are  toFd  by  their  universal,  not  peculiar  effects,  as  a  general  rule,  and 
should  be  faithfully  impressed. 

Which  principles  are  the  best?  All  are  equal  and  essential.  There  are  none  but 
God's,  consequently  all  are  universally  good.  Pernicious  doctrines,  perverted  to  pecu- 
liar faith,  mislead  the  world. 

it  is  not  that  the  people  cannot  see,  it  is  because  the  priestocracy,  the  hierarchy, 
would  find  the  people  as  wise  as  they,  and  their  equals  in  knowledge  would  be  so  m 
power. 

What  preacher,  more  eloquent  than  his  universe,  does  God  the  creator,  need,  for  all 
mankind  ? 

Certainly  not  the  priestocracy,  the  counterfeit. 

Where  God  is  abundantly  proved  in  his  works,  Christ  or  messiahs  are  disproved  alto- 
gether by  them. 

Preachers  garble  the  comprehensive  views  of  science  and  philosophy  about  the  works 
of  God,  and  substitute  the  ignoble  libels  of  peculiar  faith. 

Better  had  the  people  never  seen  the  preachers,  if  such  doctrines  of  daily  blasphemy 
axe  to  be  uttered. 

Do  they  know  the  secret  history  of  churches,  ministers,  and  priests  ?  Are  they  so 
soft  as  to  believe  in  them  ? 

'*  At  Constantinople,  the  funeral  procession  may  be  seen  conveying  to  the  cemetery 
the  exposed  and  richly  dressed  corpse,  with  a  hurried  pace,  in  order  to  relieve  the  soiu 
from  the  torment  it  suffers,  till  the  burial  of  the  body.*^ 

Now  "  The  Jesuits  are  omnipotent  at  Naples.'* 

While  the  church  dignitaries  and  members,  at  the  best,  are  no  better  than  other  good 
people  of  the  world,'  or  no  worse,  unless  having  hypocrisy,  why  should  mind  take  this, 
fallible  example,  when  it  has  the  selection  direct  of  God's  infallible  principles  ? 

But  some  objection  may  be  pretendedly  urged,  by  these  partisans  of  peculiar  faith,  to 
reason  ;  but  let  us  rather  have  her,  with  all  her  blessings,  than  any  of  tlie  curses  of  pe- 
eoiiar  faith. 

When  professors  lend  their  profession  to  crime,  then  it  is  degradation.  Who  forgets 
the  adultery  recorded  by  Josephus,  as  perpetrated  at  Rome,  on  a  chaste  woman,  by  a 
base  man,  who  corrupted  the  priestocracy  of  the  God  he  assumed  to  perionate ;  and 
polliitiiig,  by  their  agency,  their  church  or  temple  ? 
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There  is  some  hope  for  them ;  but  wo  unto  those  that  assume  divine  rights  for  insid- 
ious purposes. 

What  order  of  mankind  has  ever  been  more  licentious,  taken  in  all  their  dynasties, 
than  theirs  ? 

It  was  not  safe  for  the  people,  in  any  respect,  when  there  were  no  limits  lo  their  de- 
sires, and  all  to  their  penalties.  For  that  reason  we  should  have  future  punishments 
for  those  usurping  present  rights. 

In  what  right  of  mind  have  they  not  only  interfered,  but  sought  to  crush  mind  it- 
self? 

Their  tyranny  has  been  most  odious,  their  iniquity  most  heinous. 

Even  at  this  day,  some  of  them  seek  to  tyrannize  over  the  sacred  rites  of  matrimony, 
and  interrupt  w^hat  ought  to  be  only  a  civil  ceremony,  by  arrogating  to*  themselves  the 
only  performance  of  the  ceremony  for  lawful  wedlock,  and  set  at  defiance  and  outrage 
the  universal  rights  of  mind. 

Who  has  injured  deeper  than  the  so-called  divines,  in  the  married  circle,  if  they  be 
perverted  1 

What  is  there  to  prevent  excess,  when  they  withhold  conservative  principles,  that 
the  adoration  of  the  true  God  alone  imparts  1 

But  when  God  alone  is  adopted,  priest-orders  are  dropped. 

No  sophistry  can  exempt  them,  culpable  of  vain-glory  and  demoralization ;  no  priest 
logic  can  uphold  them  in  their  severest  trespasses  against  all  tlie  principles  of  religious 
ethics. 

Are  any  preachers  of  any  denomination  divested  of  sophistry  and  pagan  idolatry  ? 

Let  them  not,  whilst  thinking  that  they  show  divine  discipline,  disgust  mankind  by 
most  intolerable  errors,  with  ungodly  impudence  about  worldly  matters,  under  their  own 
weak  exposure.  They  come  forward,  on  superficial  systems,  to  perpetuate  priests* 
power,  not  mind^s  energy  and  elasticity.  Can  the  dogmas  of  past  generations,  wofully 
Ignorant  and  necessarily  corrupt,  bind  the  present  ? 

Can  the  present  dynasties  of  peculiar  faith  exclude  the  paramount  question  of  rational 
religion  ? 

As  well  say  that  despotic  absolutism  is  for  perpetual  government  of  freemen,  who 
require  all  the  benefits  of  progressive  constitutional  rights,  as  that  mind  should  abide  by 
the  bible  of  tradition  and  its  bigoted  expounders. 

No  matter  what  be  the  errors  perceivable,  no  matter  how  palpable,  still  we  must  not 
get  rid  of  the  bible,  says  bigotry,  because  we  have  to  get  rid  of  all  its  expounders. 
That  is  the  question,  the  secret,  the  reason. 

It  is  the  highest  intellectual  tuition  to  teach  children  to  see  for  themselves  ;  much 
more  is  it  to  have  matured  minds  perform  this  world-conservative  action. 

Ancient  priestocrats  were  derelict  in  the  comprehensive  principles  of  honesty,  and 
were,  necessarily,  so  in  religion,  pure,  vital,  and  rational,  the  only  religion. 

They  were  ignorant  of  most  of  the  great  and  first  principles  of  science  and  philoso- 
phy, ethnology,  astronomy,  geology,  psychology,  and  political  economy,  and  are  self- 
impeached  as  impostors,  and  thus  clearly  alienate  every  respect  fur  tiiemselves  as  re- 
ligionists. 

Now,  what  must  be  the  condition  of  the  modern  minions  of  priestocracy,  who  know- 
ingly transgress  all  the  rights  and  principles  of  God  and  mind,  to  reach  their  pernicious 
and  degraded  actions,  trading  on  such  false  capital  ? 

Can  the  world  submit  much  longer  to  the  idolatry  of  their  teaching,  when  its  best 
happiness  is  promoted  by  the  exalted  sound  taste  in  morals,  unperverted  by  tradition  or 
personal  authority  ? 

Have  you,  in  the  nothingness  and  littleness  of  the  creature,  forgot  the  noblest  attri- 
butes of  Deity  ? 

Let  neither  whim  nor  caprice,  opinionatireness  nor  procrastination,  ruin  you,  as  your 
predecessors. 

Abjure  the  fashion,  ways,  and  custom  that  wise  men  cannot  adopt,  when  such  are 
unreasonable  to  utilitarians. 

Preachers  and  priests  ought  to  know  and  do  better,  than  invade  God^s  sacred 
precincts. 

The  question  is  not  to  popularize  opinions,  but  practice  the  facts  of  duty ;  not  to  gloss 
over  abominable  sophistry,  but  acknowledge  the  truth  of  rational  mind ;  let  them  not 
be  recreant  to  God  alone  for  the  loaves  and  fishes.  ' 

Who  are  the  preachers  and  priests,  and  what  are  their  abilities,  to  deprive  God  of  his 
equitable  rights  ? 

Do  they  seek  a  universal  Brotherhood,  that  can  only  exist  on  principles  of  God,  aa  in 
gOTeromenta  ?    Then  they  must  overthrow  all  corruption  of  peculiar  faith. 
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Instead  of  missionaries,  we  must  send  schoolmasters  of  rational  science  to  the  wliole 
world. 

But  some  may  think  that,  as  you  are  divines,  you  alone  can  judge.  You  have  usurped 
the  term,  and  to  you  cannot  be  allowed  the  term  at  all  of  divine. 

The  sovereign  people  alone,  through  mind,  have  divine  rights. 

Are  the  people's  by  inspiration  1     No ;  by  creation. 

Ministers  of  mind,  to  do  their  whole  duty  then,  as  God's  works  enjoin,  cannot  be 
the  priestocracy,  whom  the  God  of  the  universe  does  not  know. 

The  world  must  be  kept  clear  of  acting  falsehoods.  In  faiths  peculiar,  falsehood 
will  continually  be  perpetrated. 

Without  principles  of  pure  religion  there  can  be  no  truth. 

Faith,  without  God's  rights,  doe^  not  permit  the  truth. 

You  cannot  be  called  by  patronage  at  all  for  God. 

But  you  ask.  How  comes  peculiar  faith  successful  ?  Pecnliar  faith  follows  in  the 
wake  of  power,  and  in  her,  cunning  follows  in  the  wake  of  wisdom. 

After  all  pretensions,  is  i^  not  mind  that  does  all,  yet  mind  most  sadly  and  angodly 
perverted? 

The  pagan  Romans  civilized  much  of  the  world  far  better  than  it  had  ever  been  pre- 
viously ;  by  mind,  of  course. 

By  the  unity  of  their  empire,  many  unities  succeeded,  among  them  the  dynasties  of 
the  priests,  that  had  prevailed  from  the  first  days  of  superstition  in  some  form  or  other. 

At  first  they  prevailed  by  deception,  and  then  by  government — power.  The  chris- 
tians were  smuggled  into  this  imperial  power.  When  they  did  not  work  the  false  pre- 
tences of  miracles  on  an  ignorant  people,  they  worked  sophistries  on  a  deceived  worid. 

Miracles  and  prophecies,  in  all  ages  and  countries,  have  been  the  games  of  priests  and 
preachers,  who  have  to  support  their  false  position  by  deference  to  its  perjury,  that 
takes  precedence  of  religion. 

When  the  times  are  too  enlightened  to  practice  the  frand,  recurrence  to  the  past  is 
had,  as  if  that  was  more  honest,  or  less  fraudulent  and  false. 

One  sect  has  supplanted  another  sect  of  impostors,  the  world  over,  during  its  histoiy, 
all  pagan  perjury. 

All  systems  of  peculiar  faith  have  ever  clashed  and  contradicted  each  other,  keeping 
the  world  at  perpetual  variance  and  deception,  and  often  in  bloodshed. 

Their  more  recent  have  been  their  most  comprehensive  doctrines,  accommodated  to 
the  advance  of  mind,  when  its  sophistries  can  keep  it  down. 

From  one  step  of  fraud  they  have  been  driven  to  others.  The  whole  is  a  story  of 
complete  fraud. 

The  patriarchs  were  the  prophets  and  priests,  the  masters  and  regents  o^  their  family 
circles. 

Then  comes  the  order  after  Melchisedec,  who  took  the  tithes,  to  which  they  have 
held  fast  to  the  very  last,  the  very  cause  of  all  this  world-folly  and  crime. 

Inspiration  from  God  is  falsely  claimed,  and  for  this  fraud  we  have  to  credit  coi 
history,  but  human  story,  that  reason  and  rational  mind  contradict  and  conquer. 

All  their  scriptures  have  to  be  referred  to  the  interpretation  of  mind,  ever  cognixant 
of  their  truth,  that  must  repel  all  the  bad  faith  that  is  peculiar. 

The  bible  of  rational  mind  expels  all  the  mysteries,  miracles,  prophecies,  and  their 
bibles. 

Conservative  principles  prevent  all  such  from  action. 

The  established  laws  of  nature,  those  of  the  Creator-savior,  reflect  the  only  light,  by 
science  and  philosophy,  that  exclude  all  faiths  that  contravene  them. 

Mankind  is  best  reformed  as  it  is  enlightened  and  bettered  by  their  aid,  as  we  all  sec 
by  the  blessings  of  representative  constitutional  government. 

Asia,  Egypt,  the  world,  was  full  of  mysteries  of  peculiar  faith.  They  have  been  the 
hot-beds  of  iniquities  of  bigoted  priests. 

The  priestocracy  have  governed  and  ruled  predominant  over  the  world  by  their 
machinery,  and  corrupted,  as  all  usurpations. 

Monarchs  have  been,  and  are  of  that  order,  having  landed  possessions  in  abundance, 
wealth  to  extravagance,  influence  most  unbounded,  and  rule  most  despotic. 

One  caste  or  tribe  has  had  the  perpetuity  of  this  power. 
*  What  have  been  their  shameful  rites  and  ceremonies,  above  aU,  abuse  of  power, 
under  the  dictation  of  peculiar  faith  ? 

They  have  no  allowance  for  mind,  the  soul  of  God's  gifts,  but  fill  it  with  awful  delusions. 

All  their  messiahships  take  away  the  free  agency  of  mind. 

The  antagonism  to  God  ought  to  be  cut  down,  a«  corrupt  must  be  the  mind  from 
peculiar  faith. 
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How  full  of  sophistry,  and  where  is  their  religion  ?  In  irresponsible,  ignorant,  and 
corrupt  mortals. 

What  peculiar  system  of  faith  in  all  paganisms  does  not  present  messiahships,  when 
carried  out  by  the  cunning  priests,  who  rule  more  absolutely  as  ignorance  between  light 
and  darkness  prevails  ? 

But  if  you  take  away  the  preachers  of  peculiar  faith,  and  stop  their  churches,  what 
will  you  do  for  the  people's  worship  ?  They  will  then  promote  rational  relijrion.  They 
are  to  adore  God,  tliat  is  the  purity  of  mind's  offering  or  office,  and  all  that  they  can 
learn  by  the  only  pure  tuition  of  rational  mind's  bible. 

People  will  have  bigoted  prejudices  about  peculiar  faith  from  bibles  of  tradition,  but 
they  should  modestly  investigate  the  whole  history  of  the  world's  priestocracy  before 
thev  decide  the  question. 

Let  intelligent  mankind  rise  up  with  one  mind  and  put  down  the  iniquity  of  the  priests 
and  fanatics.  But  what  shall  we  do  for  preaching  ?  That,  as  organized,  is  not  the 
world's  or  mind's  functions. 

For  the  balance  of  time  the  world  can  prosper  best  without  any,  if  we  are  to  have 
the  oracles  of  superstition  and  imposition. 

The  past  has  been  cheated  of  its  life-rights,  and  most  misery  has  been  entailed  by 
the  curses  of  peculiar  faith,  that  impeded  the  intelligence  and  happiness  of  the  globe  by 
its  firebrands. 

Even  the  best,  Judaism  or  any,  reflects  the  world's  darkness. 

Are  the  priestocracy  competent  then  to  approach  the  pure  living,  eternal,  and  just 
God,  with  their  hands  stained  by  corruption,  and  their  minds  polluted  by  iniquity  in  the 
very  undertaking  1 

The  memorial  of  God  is  in  the  minds  of  his  creatures,  and  its  blessings  the  vestment 
of  their  souls. 

All  else  is  vulgar  and  degrading  imposition,  of  those  eating  out  the  substance  of  the 
people,  who  must  be  rescued  by  returning  to  the  proper  point,  the  light  and  purity  of 
mind.     Double  games  in  life  are  played  by  priestocracy. 

It  is  utterly  impossible,  for  a  priest-ridden  community  to  be  truly  religious,  as  it  is 
necessarily  bigoted,  ignorant  and  superstitious. 

It  deals  in  predestination  and  passive  obedience,  in  the  corruption  of  infallibility  of  the 
church,  while  the  most  of  priestocracy  of  monarchy  play  into  the  hands  of  absolutism, 
and  understand  each  other,  to  continue  the  abuses  of  misrule  and  tyranny. 

Therefore  we  impeach  all  bibles,  but  the  bible  of  mind. 

How  came  peculiar  faith  into  the  world  ?  It  is  indebted  for  its  paternity,  to  the 
priestocracy. 

It  is  all  a  fiction,  as  there  can  be,  as  clearly  demonstrated,  no  revealed  religion  by  any 
means  that  are  not  rational. 

Peculiar  faith  was  not  ushered  into  the  world  by  good  faith,  or  rational  means,  and 
has  not  the  principles  of  inspiration  that  bespeak  the  creator. 

All  that  she  offers,  we  must  take  as  sole  authority  of  man  for  truth. 

What  will  the  priests  do  if  they  know  belter,  but  still  preserve  their  tenets  and  pecu- 
liar faith  ? 

They  cannot  leave  that  profession,  though  their  faith  is  peculiar,  till  the  people 
leave  them. 

But  the  whole  profession  of  priestocracy,  the  ministry,  preachers,  might  as  well  quit, 
as  they  do  harm  clearly,  or  no  good.  They  have  not  rational  religion,  the  only  thing 
that  is  of  religion. 

The  influence  of  God's  spirit,  improves  the  world. 

Despite  of  all  the  bibles  of  tradition,  and  their  advancers,  arts  and  science  are  cuiti* 
rated,  freedom  and  peace  will  flourish,  and  sectarianism  will  leave  the  world  in  quiet 
possession  of  a  universal  brotherhood. 

Let  God's  spirit  be  hailed  triumphantly  by  rational  mind,  as  that  spirit  prevailed  most 
nlearly,  since  pagans  have  instituted  by  mind,  wise  laws.  But  why  did  they  not  im- 
prove the  world  more  ?  That  question  applies  to  all  the  operations  of  mind,  that  has 
just  commenced  rightly  the  elements  of  its  appropriate  rational  education. 

We  believe  in  the  general  improvement  of  the  world,  but  certainly  not  by  sectarianism. 

Where  are  not  priests  ?    A  universal  brotherhood  tells. 

The  history  of  the  world  shows  one  set,  against  another  set. 

Emolument  determines  speculations,  in  peculiar  faith. 

It  remains  for  rational  mind,  to  put  down  all  this  pest,  one  of  the  world's  greatest 
naisancesf 

Sacrifice  is  the  trick  of  priests. 

The  Egyptians  are  said  to  have  had  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  different  kinds. 
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There  can  be  no  works  of  supererogation  to  attain  for  others,  the  bounties  of  proTidence 
in  grace  absolute,  universal  and  eternal,  especially  by  a  set  of  creatures  most  amenable 
for  their  sins. 

Trace  out  the  different  peculiar  faiths,  and  priestcraft  is  predominant.  Where  can  we 
find  in  the  priestocracy,  the  least  particle  of  rational  religion  1 

During  the  crusades,  when  men  were  martyrs  in  the  holy  wars  1 

"The  army  of  tlie  cross  pillaged  the  very  churches,  and  officers,  it  is  related,  danced  in 
the  church  of  St.  Sophia,  afler  liaving  robbed  the  altar  and  drencl\ed  the  city  of  Con- 
stantinople in  blood,  sacked  by  christians,  who  had  made  a  vow  to  fight  only  against 
infidels/* — Jones'  Church  History, 

Shall  we  look  for  it,  in  the  persecution  of  the  Albigenses,  for  many  years  of  their 
difficulties  ? 

Shall  we  find  it  in  wars,  the  pests  of  the  world  ? 

No  matter  for  individual  persecutions,  when  peculiar  faith  has  swept  the  world. 

Tlie  people  were  not  to  be  as  wise  as  the  priests ;  that  would  not  answer. 

The  layman  knew  at  first,  as  much  as  the  best  inspired,  then  all  extraordinary  soplus- 
tries  had  to  be  united,  else  their  vocation  might  be  gOne. 

All  arts  and  devices  were  used  in  various  forms. 

Romanism  presents  one  undivided  whole,  but  her  faith  is  propagated  with  a  singleness 
of  purpose. 

She  is  not  only  united  in  church  to  state,  by  all  emoluments,  powers  and  preferments, 
but  she,  no  doubt,  subsidizes  the  press  and  auUiors  of  tlie  tory  stamp,  especially  to  carry 
out  her  views. 

Money  and  power  are  at  her  bidding,  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  who 
have  to  pay  for  the  military  despotism  now  over  them. 

The  world  has  to  get  rid  of  all  the  imposition ;  then  reformation  must  not  stop  short  of 
conservative  revolution. 

Now  in  governments  of  absolutism,  the  emoluments  are  so  varied,  that  peculiar  faith 
is  preferred  to  purity  of  rational  religion. 

When  peculiar  faith  ceases  to  be  profitable,  in  trade,  speculation  and  profession,  then 
religion  that  is  rational,  will  be  universal. 

Surely  in  purchasing  a  fee-simple  title  to  an  estate,  we  would  only  purchase  of  the 
lord  of  the  mansion,  not  of  his  retainers,  and  only  pure,  not  counterfeit  coin  can  be  used 
in  payment. 

Of  this,  the  mind  in  its  best  light,  can  only  take  cognizance.  Religion  has  no  hier- 
archy, no  priestocracy. 

There  can  be  no  means  ordained  legitimately  on  this  eartli,  whereby  one  class  of 
mankind  can  be  more  elevated  in  personal  worth,  in  the  sight  of  God,  than  others  pur- 
suing the  true  issue,  the  only  path  of  virtue,  and  excellence  of  mind. 

There  then  can  be  no  division  of  society  into  castes,  in  that  respect,  no  orders  of 
hierarchy.     All  such  is  the  work  of  absolutism,  in  collusion  with  priestocracy. 

As  science  and  philo&^ophy  advance,  priest  faith  wanes ;  no  wonder  that  tlie  last  hates 
the  first,  with  a  bitter  and  relentless  hatred. 

When  we  speak  of  the  first,  we  include  all  the  rays  of  light  reflective,  on  tlie  bigotn' 
of  the  priestocracy. 

All  things  are  possible  with  God,  except  nonsense  and  falsehood,  all  the  peculiar 
bibles  of  tradition. 

lie  that  resorts  to  by-ways  when  the  way  is  open,  has  no  respect  for  himself,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  him. 

He  that  resorts  to  false  pretences  or  perjury,  about  sacred  things,  has  no  justice  in 
his  cause. 

He  that  oflcrs  bribes  through  peculiar  faith,  will  uot  be  protected  in  the  days  of  science, 
when  rational  religion  shall  gather  up  her  jewels,  for  then  all  such  profligates  are 
degraded. 

All  corrupt  priestocracies  shall  be  scouted  before  the  people,  that  look  in  the  light  of 
philosophy,  as  all  corrupt  governments  shall  be  corrected  for  the  true  government,  tliat 
exalteth  and  blesseth  mind. 

The  comer  and  keystones  of  religion,  are  honesty,  trutli,  sincerity,  fidelity,  and  integ- 
*  rity  of  mind,  enlightened  by  reason,  that  prophecies  only  by  analogy  and  analysis  throagh 
Uie  inspiration  of  wisdom.     Do  we  know  what  priestcraft  is  ? 

We  have  seen  some  of  its  efilects  from  the  furst  age  of  man,  through  the  inquisition, 
wars  and  contentions  of  the  world,  more  extensive  than  mind  can  conceive,  investing 
all  the  relations  of  society  and  country. 

Whether  we  turn  to  the  East  or  the  West,  we  see  the  condition  of  human  natore  in 
its  diversified  positions,  aflfected  by  this  world-invader. 
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The  living  principle  of  rational  mind  is  to  be  presented  the  present  day  before  the 
Lord,  that  supersedes  the  sacrifices  of  superstition  and  the  worship  of  idolatry. 

Mind  that  improves  on  mind,  if  conservative  principles  be  advanced  ail  the  time,  will 
exclude  the  priestocracy. 

Mind  must  firmly  sustain  its  proper  exalted  position  above  all  priest-faith,  and  hold 
up  its  dignity  before  the  world. 

What  fee  simple  have  they  to  their  pretended  heavenly  kingdom  ? 

Did  God  invest  them  ?     No ;  by  truth. 

Then  we  all  have  an  equal  right  through  mind,  that  entitles  us  all  alone  by  its  divine 
rights,  to  the  choicest  attainments  of  the  universe » 

On  the  statute  book  of  nature,  an  appeal  is  made  to  patriots  and  philanthropists,  not 
to  surrender  principle,  but  to  hold  to  cardinal  rights  unconditionally,  as  the  most  auspi- 
cidiis  benefit  to  mind.     This  brings  us  to  the  full  point  at  once  for  all. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  world  acted  rightly  on  its  own  right^,  not  affirm,  craven  to 
pretences,  else  absolutism  will  override  liberal  justice,  ungrateful  to  mind,  irreverent  to 
God. 

Enthusiasm,  not  fanaticism,  is  to  act  or  rule  in  matt<>rs  of  exalted  interest,  though  it 
arouses  the  liveliest  sympathies.     Mind  would  be  simple  to  admit  that. 

In  how  many  points  of  the  world's  interest,  is  authority  of  supposed  great  men  the 
standard  1 

What  can  be  the  standard  of  the  world,  before  all  powers,  money,  or  people  ?  What 
confidence  can  be  put  in  anything  or  man,  than  in  the  true  merits  of  the  question,  prin- 
ciple 1 

But  what  shall  we  do  with  the  mighty  army  of  preachers  and  priests,  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  retainers,  who  are  supported  by  contributions,  payment  of  churches, 
and  tithes  of  the  people  ? 

They  can  elevate  themselves  to  something  better,  and  more  useful  for  God^s  people. 

(^annot  we  organize  something  better  1 

The  proper  institutions  for  rational  instruction  of  mind,  when  generally  diffused,  will 
be  the  best  lights  of  the  world. 

Truly,  we  can  have  days  of  thanksgiving,  to  be  rid  of  all  others  as  useless  incum- 
brances, especially,  to  be  rid  of  all  the  odious  contingency  of  the  inquisitors,  that  would 
still  tyrannize  over  the  world  if  they  had  the  power. 

But  what  shall  we  do  for  children's  Sunday  schools,  to  keep  them  exempt  from  trans- 
gressions 1 

We  will  give  them  a  better  position  for  the  world. 

We  can  keep  them  there  still,  and  better  direct  the  first  and  early  impressions  of 
their  minds  to  the  nobler  principles  of  science  and  philosophy,  than  to  grovellings  of 
per u liar  faith — a  nullity. 

We  will  direct  their  pure  thoughts  to  the  pure  fountain,  the  God  of  science  and  phi- 
losophy, and  have  correspondent  pure  words  and  actions. 

We  will  pay  lecturers,  those  of  talent  and  worth,  of  both  sexes,  who  can  give  us  the 
best  views  of  natural  and  moral  science,  and  can  reward  mind,  instead  of  exhausting 
our  means  in  gorgeous  palaces,  for  stupid  superstition,  sophists,  and  bigots. 

Let  all  rational  minds  seek  still  more  at  right,  instead  of  gambling,  drinking,  and 
vices,  let  all  proper  means  for  rational  religious  discussion  be  established,  and  let  all 
learn  the  graceful  and  ornamental  accomplishment  of  society  ;  let  them  study  all  science 
and  literature  that  are  sacred,  or  any  of  the  noblest  subjects. 

In  this,  lovely  woman  can  participate,  lovely  in  the  graces  of  virtue,  and  who  teaches 
man  when  she  should  be  treated  with  the  best  appreciation. 

Who  can  be  more  concerned  than  she,  in  all  the  mind-ennoblingrationality  of  action? 

Do  preachers  labor  for  the  good  of  souls,  when  their  very  faith  and  doctrine  deprive 
God  of  his  exclusive  power? 

But,  cut  loose  from  all  the  idolized  bibles  and  their  expounders,  what  shall  we  do  for 
safety  in  this  and  the  future  state  ? 

Rely  on  God  alone,  and  a  proper  rational  education. 

Seek  the  wise  tuition  of  good  parents,  friends,  and  guardians,  whose  minds  have  been 
expanded  by  the  rich  treasures  that  a  wise  constitutional  government  bestows,  all  the 
lec^itimate  purposes  of  rational  mind. 

Seek  all  the  benefits  of  legislation,  a  good  and  true  government^  a  well-balanced  head 
to  escape  the  wiles  of  the  world,  the  torrent  of  evil  passions,  the  crash  and  crush  of 
feelings  when  avoidable,  the  intricacies  of  temptation,  the  sins  that  make  more  and  end 
the  victim. 

Attend  to  the  monitions  of  wisdom,  sympathy,  benevolence,  the  avoidance  of  the 
numerous  victimizations  of  vice,  publicly  unknown  till  the  suicide  arouses  our  sympathy. 
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Fly  all  the  vices  as  evils,  seek  all  virtues  as  gocyd  of  permanent  happineas^andnphoU 
friendship  on  this  basis. 

Most  paramount  points  can  be  eflfectually  met  by  wise  legislation. 

Do  not  cause  the  world  to  be  corrupt,  but  exert  your  benevolence  as  expansive  as 
the  world,  and  your  mind  as  generous  as  the  universe. 

Resolve  never  to  be  in  the  wrong,  for  life,  for  ever. 

Let  the  mental  remedy  be  equal  to  the  evil. 

Such  code  and  doctrine  will  engender  no  strife,  possess  no  ruinous  elements,  but  pro- 
mote universal  blessings. 

All  peculiar  faith  codes  necessarily  unsuccessful,  must  yield  to  the  elements  of 
rational  mind. 

Religion  is  not  only  an  inalienable  right,  but  an  indispensable  duty,  as  guardain  of  all« 
expelling  all  the  elements  of  injury. 

Rational  religion  is. due  to  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

All  minds  have  parallel  and  applicable  basis,  and  need  to  be  risked  on  no  contingency 
of  acting  well,  and  doing  no  wrong  knowingly. 

Hierarchies  or  dynasties  of  priests  of  different  gods,  governed  Egypt  at  least  thirty 
centuries  before  Christ ;  they  had  the  third  of  the  uncultivated  land. 

The  system  of  castes  in  Egypt  and  India,  has  ruined  the  people,  overrun  by  priests 
and  soldiers,  and  rendered  them  in  Egypt  very  abject. 

In  India,  the  merchants  are  forbidden  to  read  the  vedas.  They  can  be  regenerate  or 
"  twice  born." 

All  castes  can  be  degraded  by  non-compliance  with  their  absurd  etiquette,  but  the 
priests  can  be  bribed  to  recover  caste. 

Among  Christians,  there  are  many  sects  that  have  bitterly  persecuted  each  other. 

Various  sects  of  Brahmins  exist,  have  often  persecuted  each  oiher  with  wars  of 
extermination,  and  "  to  this  day  discover  a  perfect  hatred  for  each  other's  gods." 

In  regard  to  priests,  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.  The  Jews,  as  well  as  other 
nations  of  antiquity,  had  their  peculiar  faiths  and  gods  ;  they  were  selected  by  the  priest' 
operators,  to  carry  out  the  full  imposture,  and  if  any  people  are  cursed,  it  is  in  aiding 
and  abetting. 

All  the  nations  of  antiquity  fell  in  the  lapse  of  time,  and  no  doubt  suffered  their  share 
from  priestocracy,  that  oppressed  the  people,  and  carried  compulsion  over  them.  The 
ancient  nations  had  no  permanent  principles. 

What  have  the  moderns? 

How  can  systems  of  faith  other  than  rational,  be  built  up  than  by  irrational  faith  and 
peculiar  means  ? 

What  is  now  presented  the  world,  has  cost  that  world  much  of  its  richest  blessings. 

All  adherents  arc  deeply  interested  in  building  up  their  peculiar  faith,  by  which 
absurd  imposition  is  practiced. 

It  is  imposition  all  the  time,  as  long  as  an  audience  gullible  enough  to  be  used  ap 
•can  be  got. 

Would  you  select  ministers,  above  all  others,  for  legal,  medical,  agricultural,  and 
>oommerciaJ  advice  ? 

Are  thej  wiser  and  more  successful  than  mankind,  to  be  entitled  to  the  distinction  of 
divine  % 

Are  they  entitled  to  usurp  the  province  of  mind  ? 

Is  it  analysis  when  we  are  told  that  science  and  philosophy  do  not  preside  over  the 
whole  subject,  and  that  when  none  can  do  it  better  in  the  department  of  rational  mind  ? 

Clearly  proving  the  whole  corps  unworthy  of  confidence,  as  incompetent  to  analyze 
mind ;  of  course,  we  must  rely  on  analysis  of  mind,  if  we  have  mind  that  is  sound.  We 
hold  all  to  analysis  and  proof. 

If  now  the  books  of  tradition  are  impeachable,  what  are  those  who  advocate  their 
false  pretences  ? 

Many  systems  of  various  peculiar  faith  have  flourished  for  a  season,  their  founder 
priests  referring  to  auguries,  divinations,  oracles,  and  all  that  could  impose  on  the 
senses  of  the  people,  subverting  their  rightful  appreciation  of  God  and  due  adoration. 
Such  systems  interested  governments,  and  reared  military  power  and  the  aristocracy  of 
the  people,  churches  and  temples.  What  good  will  it  all  do  to  God^s  true  representa- 
tion, the  sovereign  people  1 

God  must  abominate  the  execrable  pretences  of  priestocracy,  that  are  at  enmity  to 
the  unity  and  attributes  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Why  seek  to  uphold  the  corruptions  of  a  rickety  priestocracy,  tliat  have  conspired 
for  thousands  of  years  in  their  various  orders,  against  the  happiness  and  well  being  of 
ibe  people  ? 
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>  of  thf»  wor)d  is  enthosiast  and  credalous,  misled  by  their  priests.  Whom  as 

>.  ihoy  stupidly  believe  inspired  of  €rod,  and  the  whole  batch  use  all  the  false 

-  to  kt^pp  up  that  idea,  for  their  very  position  bespeaks  the  height  of  imposi- 

'hf  public.     Why  does  mind  yield  its  sovereign  rights  on  this  question  any 

•>  -I'ly  other,  except  from  superstitious  fear  % 

*n\  to  Uc  obtained  from  mere  assertion  or  tradition,  the  question  had  been 
Mr  negative  in  the  absence  of  all  necessary  proof* 

^'  unmask  the  world,  we  shall  expose  the  exploded  priestocraey  that  have 
«>v>  r  mind,  that  vassal  to  sectarianism,  makes  cattle  of  the  people. 
' '  ':•  V  united  to  state  policy,  tyrannizes  oVer  the  world  in  all  its  forms,  no 
-   I >r«  Tensions  or  name.     It  is  all  the  same,  tyranny  first  and  last. 
■  :<L:ainbt  heretics,  prove  conclusively,  the  difficulty  of  propagating  peculiar 
•   r  L'louc'il  religion  propagates  itself  by  civilization^ 

•-^  need  of  priests  to  do  that. 

*'>rnMc  thing  it  would  be,  if  only  part  of  mankind,  the  priests,  should  be  the 

-  of  tiic  religion  of  the  world,  when  all  rational  minds  are  constituted  when 

•'!  !t  very  principle. 

'  .«'  works  of  the  priests  of  every  age,  country,  and  pretension,  caa  be  most 

'y  rxposcd  as  false  pretences,  whether  the  auguries  of  the  old  heathen 

n^.^uming  to  utter  responses  of  oracular  wisdom  to  the  inquiries  of  the 

.  or  the   inspirations  of  subsequent  pretensions  afiecting   to   be  divine; 

.ird  ail  as  the  fictions  of  superstition  harassing  the  ignorant  and  deluded 

•'  fhr  injury  to  the  world  is  by  doctrines  that  are  brutal  and  degrading, 
'  triibition,  avafice,  bigotry,  fanaticism^  lust  for  power,  usurpation,  and  mono- 
>«»r»hi¥!try. 

T  the  best  of  ancient  nations  but  idolators,  ignorant  and  debased  murderers ; 

^  nnd  repudiatoFS  1     What  were  the  priestocraey,  that  made  them  so  1   Then 

•  could  truthfully  assume  aify  peculiar  prerogatives  before  God  Almighty, 
M^  greatest  good  of  most  is  in  abeyance  to  that  of  one  nation  of  a  small 
n  absurdity. 

'M-<  sin  more  or  less  before  God,  aad  they  are  the  worst  that  sin  most  in  the 
'  Mt  and  law. 

•  re  better  than  the  great  nations,  the  Greeks  and  Romans  % 
<  ws  ?     In  what  ?     In  excess  of  priest  superstition  ? 

•  ^(s  look  for  support  to  absolutism,  where  tyranny  of  the  government  comes 
i  of  the  church-despotism. 

tinaos  did  not  wish  the  Pope,  whom  they  expelled ;  yet  even  a  so-called 
lujblic,  comes  to  the  aid  of  church  tyranny^  no  matter  the  pretence  or  excuse. 
-<  not  overlook  the  miseries  of  the  human  race,  enslaved  by  this  abomination, 
^'Icss  and  worthless. 
xii  let  mmd  enlightened  be  divested  of  its  noblest  rights,  the  proper  trust  in  its 
t'c,  the  Maker  and  Preserver,  Almighty  and  Omnipotent,  to  do  all  that  mind 

uM Is  of  the  ignoble  pretence  of  those  assuming,  what  they  more  than  all  others 

ii<r  their  great  sin  of  blasphemy. 

•uyry  ought  to  be  wise,  liberal  and  enlightened  for  all  future  demands ;  never 
i)c  defective  or  destitute  of  proof  most  authentic  and  satisfactory, 

Dresent  systems  as  emanating  from  priests*  pretences,  are  sadly  behind  the  wants 

>  people,  and  the  light  and  spirit  nf  the  ago,  placing  dark  mysteries  of  ignorance 

>  ])Iain  wisdom  ought  to  abide.     Theology  osght  to  fulfil  the  world-wide  demands 
N  social  wants  and  morals. 

such  systems  imbued  with  peculiar  faith,  began  in  fraud,  and  will  end  in  infamy, 
}iure  press  is  most  needed  in  a  priestly  government ;  is  it  there  ever  free  in  aub- 

MP  people  may  be  excluded  in  some  hierarchies  from  reading  their  bibles,  which  is 
of  aay  consequence,  if  they  bad  the  ability  to  discuss  their  demerits,  impeach  and 
•.ird  them. 

\  11  the  bibles*  miracles  are  lying  wonders,  and  saints  are  impostors  and  knaves, 
a  some  countries  where  the  Roman  faith  prevails,  too  many  are  wofuUv  if^noraat, 
only  taught  the  poorest  elements  of  common  rudiments,  and  the  slavery  of  mind. 
What  is  the  patronage  of  priestly  pretences  worth,  when  it  introduces  vassalage  of 
tnd  ?  Are  you,  citizen  of  the  world,  adding  to  the  imposition  of  the  world,  so  degrad- 
g  to  the  divine  rights  of  mind  ?  Would  you  enslave  the  world  ostensibly  for  a  false 
ble,  in  reality  for  the  power  of  false  government  1 
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You  must  be  aware  of  the  downward  tendency  of  all  snch  malign  influence,  the  \nd 
effecta  of  all  each  pcrficy  of  all  pecnliar  faith,  Protestant,  Greek,  Roman,  or  any  sup- 
posed better. 

God's  principles  vinrficate  retributive  justice  abore  all  for  blasphemy  of  peculiar  fahh. 

There  is  but  one  sure  principle  to  all  this  matter  r  to  have  all  our  actions  so  protected 
that  no  injury  by  bad  faith  or  character  can  result. 

Disguise  superstition  as  sophistry  will,  still  the  delusion  and  perrersioa  eannot  escape 
enlightened  mind. 

Intellectnal  freemen  must  see,  that  conserrative  revolution  is  the  antagonistic  to  the 
follies  and  rices  of  those  interested  in  peculiar  faith,  too  much  so,  to  yield  readily  to 
the  justice  of  mankind. 

Priestcraft  has  been  imposing  on  all  ages  of  the  world — its  pretensions,  promises,  and 
curses,  pretences  and  conspiracies ;  its  power  and  infiuenceSr  its  means  and  devices. 
All  have  created  a  fascination  and  a  tyranny,  too  formidable  for  the  unsuspectiag  world 
in  most  of  past  circumstances,  without  a  free  and  enlightened  diBcussion,  by  inquiring 
nrinds,  taught  to  the  proper  limits  of  enlightened  philosophy. 

Who  can  tell  all  its  insidiousness,  faithlessness  1 

Priestcraft  has  exercised  all  her  forces  of  absolutism,  herself  the  right  aim  and  oAen 
the  bod^,  to  enslave  and  debase  mind  with  her  thousand  oppressions.  She  has  resorted 
to  all  violence  and  butcheries ;  has  silenced  all  independence,  and  destroyed  all  opposi- 
tion to  her  assumptions  as  far  as  practicable.  She  has  taught  mind,  by  sophistry,  to 
yield  up  its  rights  to  usurpation. 

She  bums  and  lays  waste,  without  bearing  reason,  that  never  gave  her  authority. 

She  disregards  all  justice,  prejudices  before  right,  and  blinds  when  seeir. 

After  her  grand  failure  in  all  ages,  that  she  has  darkened  by  her  bigotry  and  usurps- 
tion,  she  tells  that  the  world  cannot  be  governed  but  by  her  church  influences. 

Where  are  the  conservative  principles  of  an  all-wise  Almighty,  that  claim  the  para- 
mount respect  of  all  wise  citizens^  minds  ? 

Priestcraft  invents  and  manufactures  a  thousand  fictions,  and  as  many  books  to  sup- 
port them. 

She  maligns  the  authors  that  advance  rational  religion,  and  libels  them  on  their  death- 
bed, though  they  are  countless. 

She  intrigues  with  despotism  and  absolutism,  against  the  divine  rights  of  the  people, 
when  she  feigns  to  create  the  people's  good — warring  upon,  and  butchering  them. 

That  is  peaceful  faith,  with  a  vengeance ! 

When  mind  is  to  be' forced  to  div^e  its  fealty  to  its  Creator  and  irresponsible  bodies, 
wc  must  look  upon  all  that  are  concerned  as  traitors  to  their  God  and  his  supreme 
rights,  as  they  do  not  stickle  at  anything  to  promote  the  temporal  interests  of  the  priest- 
ocracy  over  all  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Give  us,  then,  God's  conservative  principles,  not  perverted  mind's  degraded  tyrants, 
that  enslave. 

No  one  can  well  appreciate  the  cormption  of  mind,  until  he  sees  the  peculiar  faith 
man  tyrannize  over  his  citizens ;  Hke  the  pettifogger,  turn  politician. 

When  pulpit  preachings  are  analyzed,  they  are  found  full  of  sophistry  and  deceit 

Their  tmie  is  come,  if  mind  be  heard. 

The  Egyptians  acknowledged  the  Supreme  in  secret,  but  had  a  priest-worship  of 
another  faith,  to  carry  out  the  self-interest  of  the  priests,  who  had  one-third  of  all  the 
cultivated  lands,  enough  to  satisfy  these  rapacious  tyrants  of  the  world. 

Men  that  will  humbug  in  one  thing,  will  do  it  any  number  of  times,  if  expedient  for 
their  self-interests ;  the  humbuggery  of  this  priestocracy  is  a  fair  specimen  of  all  the 
rest  in  the  world,  at  any  age.  As  for  priestcraft,  always  read  Iwmbuggery  and  im- 
position. 

And  it  was  from  such  caste  of  men  that  Moses  is  weil  considered  to  have  emanateJr 
as  having  been  a  priest  at  Heliopolis. 

In  his  hierarchy,  he  did  not  forget  the  absolutism  of  the  priests,  to  which  he  sacrificed 
the  people  to  the  death. 

What  system  of  superstition  could  be  imposed  successfully  on  the  world,  or  con- 
tinued, but  for  a  hell  machinery,  a  picture  drawn  from  volcanoes,  with  its  sulphur  and 
brimstone. 

The  warring  and  infidel  priests  of  the  world  may  afl^ect  to  pour  out  their  malignant 
vituperation  on  infidels,  but  fidelity  and  reverence  to  God  above,  will  prevent  us  froiH 
permitting  any  interlopers. 

Infidels !    Who  are  they,  but  the  priestocracy  ! 

We  have  no  individual  conflict,  and  respect  all  honest  minds.  We  design  to  treat 
priests  as  other  people,  on  their  merits,  and  respect  to  principles. 
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There  can  be  no  clash  of  principles  in  government  and  religion,  when  the  God  of  the 
universe  is  considered  competent  to  manage  it  himself. 

Polytheism  of  any  number  of  gods  is  as  bad  as  atheism,  both  excluding  the  character- 
istic viitues  of  the  Supreme. 

Mind'e  conception  about  deity  is  dwarfed  by  priest  misrule  and  absolutism,  fixed  there 
for  time,  inconsistently  with  mind^s  progress. 

It  is  well  for  the  world  to  analyie  a^l  this,  as  such  a  state  brings  about  all  the  degra- 
<}ed  policies  of  absolutism. 

In  countries  that  have  staAe  fai^h,  the  mass  of  the  sovereign  people  is  divested  of 
Iheir  right,  and  has  become  very  ignorant. 

Such  are  apt  to  enslave  their  posterity  by  national  debts,  whereas  constitutional 
republics  can  only  guard  against  that,  by  wise  organic  laws,  requiring  that  the  people 
siiiould  first  decide  on  all  important  financial  expenditures.  To  bankrupt  posterity,  and 
leave  it  a  perjured  faith,  is  too  bad. 

Again,  their  laws  of  primogeniture  decide  iniquity,  and  disseverance  of  natural  ties, 
among  fellow  citizens,  otherwise  on  terms  of  equality. 

Such  countries  have  taken  advantage  of  the  balance,  and  perpetrated  further  wiongs 
among  mankind. 

Much  of  past  ages  has  presented  the  mere  fragments  of  society,  and  nearly  whole 
continents  have  sustained,  for  centuries,  the  efiiects. 

The  African  savages  killed  their  prisoners,  taken  in  war,  but  afterwards  changed  the 
custom,  and  humanely  sold  the  prisoners  into  slavery. 

By  the  benignant  improvement  of  mind  and  its  best  appreciation,  many  of  that  race 
are  returning  to  Africa  with  more  cultivated  intellect,  from  their  associations  with  more 
enlightened  races,  and  now  dispersing  to  benighted  natives  the  highest  benefits  of  gov- 
ernment and  civilization  of  rationalism. 

Another  and  another  vrwe  of  conquest  has  broken  over  Asia,  till  at  last  the  moat 
iotellectual  race  has  come  to  supersede  the  benighted  wiles  of  potent  priestcraft.  It  im 
to  be  hoped  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  of  Hindoos  will  thus  rise  superior 
to  their  past  state,  else  it  may  be  well  asked  of  that  brave  nation  that  has  conquered 
such  a  mass,  after  enjoying  the  rights  of  their  hospitality.,  what  is  the  difference  between 
national  and  individual  slavery  ^ 

The  idea  of  everything  possifafo  with  God,  oo  man'a  oonetnictioo,  is  to  make  God  the 
author  of  the  constructor's  infinity  of  follies  and  crimes. 

All  impostures^  when  tolerated,  may  result  in  oMinopolies,  because  the  impostors 
are  moet  highly  presumptuous,  not  aclMig  on  principles  coosezvativ^  of  the  worid's 
eociety. 

The  foggy  ignorance  of  priestocracy  creation  is  ad<iranced  for  mysteries,  not  to  be 
ondersteod,  and  not  worth  the  trouble  of  investigation  and  the  mind's  miderstanding, 
but  to  expose  it  to  a  world  miserably  deluded  by  it. 

Why  put  the  fnyeteries  there,  if  not  to  be  need  by  oommoo  honest  sense*  the  univer- 
sal coin  and  currency  of  the  world,  to  be  at  par  forever  ? 

The  people  have  sustained  die  ferocious  tribunal,  the  ioquisitioa,  inckiding  the  roost 
barbarian  laws  of  absolutism.  The  criminal  part  of  the  world  that  tolerates  an  inquisi- 
tion, ought  to  be  eunk  under  its  tyranny,  that  the  baiaace,  the  nnost,  may  be  saved. 

The  assumptions  and  pretences  of  priests  zesolt  from  absolutism,  that  mind,  treacher- 
ous to  itself,  permits. 

All  such  are  trades  for  priests,  who  are  cormpt  aad  vicioua.  Nearly  all  priests  of 
all  ages  are  corrupt  more  or  less, — are  necessarily  and  will  be  forever,  sdl  pagans. 

The  priestocracy  are  inseparable  from  paganism  i 

Be  the  speculations  of  the  world  as  to  priestocracy  what  they  may,  no  man  ahould 
be  entrusted  with  more  than  defined  constitutional  delegated  powers  from  the  people 
governed,  and  only  for  a  few  years  at  most. 

If  supreme,  he  will  dictate  to  the  constitution. 

If  moneyed  agents,  they  nay  not  oomply,  through  temptation.  What  maitterB  it  abont 
any  faith ;  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  It  is  to  be  no  means  before  the 
people.  The  people  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  man's  faith  specdatioos,  m  vegard  to 
their  humness.  If  this  is  an  age  of  mind,  let  eaind  eiect  its  empire.  In  its  sway,  the 
noMest  victories  are  to  be  sought.  Mind  has  to  triumph  in  the  noblest  legitimate  diree- 
tion  of  passions,  without  excluding  their  rightliil  actions.  Passions  perverted  are  evils 
and  curses ;  when  controlled  to  their  legitimate  circle,  they  are  God's  genuine  blessioga. 
They  most  have  power  for  eSeoteal  gMd. 

The  world  is  a  matter-of^act  world,  and  must  be  taken  not  ts  men^s  ietions  pretead, 
bat  as  God  the  eieator  intended,  that  the  nuiical  oooditioa  of  society  be  not  most 
perveiied* 
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What  an  idea,  that  pretenders  in  goTernment  and  religion  should  ap^fopriite  tbe 
elementary  principles  that  are  universal  not  individual ized»  except  by  mere  worshippeo, 
whose  groYelling  souls  will  barter  all  the  rights  of  the  world  to  degraded  minds. 

How  often  is  it  that  depraved  and  corrupt  preachers  control  the  church  most  abso- 
lutely—corrupting, if  not  the  whole  church,  a  great  part  of  it,  that  would  not  unless 
by  its  organization  be  thus  exposed  ? 

But  no  thanks  to  church-faith  or  its  preachers,  for  the  rest  are  Inrnest  and  truthful 
in  despite  of  all  church-faith  corruptions,  influence,  bigotry — by  paramount  reason  uf 
principles  of  the  only  religion  that  wise,  honest,  truthful  and  good  citizens  can  cons^'i- 
entiously  believe  in. 

Then,  no  mediator  but  principle  can  rightly  avail  between  mind  and  its  Creator,  and 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  exclude  all  others  for  ever. 

The  triumph  of  principles  sheds  joy  throughout  the  mind,  and  permits  no  sacrifice  of 
honor  to  be  made  to  temporary  expediency. 

Then  industrial  labor  will  have  her  rewards  as  her  rights. 

Then  the  luxury  of  rulers  and  potentates  will  not  be  permitted  to  create  nubeanible 
taxes ;  nor  will  oppressiTe  burdens  of  bad  government^  misrule  a  people  pauperixed. 

The  dispensation  of  all  authors  of  peculiar  faith,  as  of  Moses  and  Chrii^  was  the 
oppression  and  deception  of  the  world.  Can  we  rely  on  the  priestocracy  for  any  correct 
action  about  religion  ?  Their  very  existence  implies  the  exclusion.  They  present 
numerous  kinds  of  peculiar  faith,  but  no  religion ;  various  messiahs,  but  bo  unity  of 
God  the  Supreme. 

Their  faith  is  worthless,  and  teaches  mind  to  cast  down  all  specuIatioQ  of  cla&nisb 
societies  that  disturb  the  repose  of  the  world,  and  learn  what  is  universal  good. 

All  such  dogmatics  must  yield  to  principles,  that  will  rule  mankind. 

Absolutism,  whether  of  kings  or  ^Nriests,  ought  to  become  a  curiosity  in  the  world, 
and  enlightened  public  opinion  should  rise  over  all  such  vulgar  ideas,  and  discard  all 
such  creatures. 

What  have  priests  to  do  vrith  the  people  of  the  world  ? 

God  gave  none  any  such  right,  title,  or  dominion  over  them.  Are  not  most  minds 
of  the  world  to  be  held  their  vassals  ? 

Away  with  all  their  peculiar  books,  of  Vedas  and  Menu,  Koran  and  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion for  miracles,  prophecies,  mysteries,  all  false  pretences,  fables,  and  engendering 
sophistries  ever  in  their  support. 

But  where,  then,  can  public  morals  be  1 

They  must  be  ever  in  the  security  ship  and  guardianship  of  mind,  enlightened  aod 
enlightening  the  public  opinion  of  an  enlightened  community,  which  otherwise  becomes 
corrupted,  degraded,  debased  and  enslaved. 

What  is  to  teach  me  my  sins,  without  the  preachers  and  priests  1  Mind  enlightened, 
for  a  pure  conscience. 

All  the  senses  and  their  relations  refer  to  mind,  elegantly  proving  God's  eternal 
principles,  that  must  not  be  superseded  by  such  pretenders. 

It  is  mind  all  the  time  addressed,  invoked  and  acted  on.  Mind  must  be  original  or 
reflective ;  let  it  not  be  vassal  to  priestocracy. 

Rational  nund  having  innate  faculties  to  receive  correct  impressions  for  the  apprecia- 
tion of  ideas  of  God  alone,  purified  by  rational  science,  can  have  none  for  others,  as  no 
two  bodies  can  occupy  the  same  space  at  the  same  time. 

Let  reason  hold  her  omnipotent  sway. 

God^s  omnipresence  excludes  that  of  all  others. 

Whatever  be  the  theology  where  it  puzzles  the  mass  to  distinguish  between  the 
Creator  and  creature,  if  reason  be  heard,  all  false  faith  now  so  sneaking  cannot  bo 
entertained. 

The  Pope's  infallibility,  transubstantiation,  wwahip  of  saints,  adoratioa  of  relics,  all 
present  impostures. 

These  are  no  more  to  be  tolerated  than  their  priests  playing  cards  or  moni^,  any  gajnes 
of  chance,  or  any  vices  of  licentiousness. 

No  such  church  example  is  safe,  among  an^  sects. 

Peculiar  faith  presents  the  greatest  swindhng,  especially  in  confession,  where  aioa 
hare  to  be  acknowledged  to  Roman  and  other  priests,  who  alone  are  oonaidered  to  be 
the  proper  and  effectual  intercadera,  at  the  same  time  thereby  becoming  the  most  blas- 
pbemoQs  sinners  themselves. 

Prom  the  author,  Christ,  to  the  present  propagators,  the  remission  of  sinsi  the  part 
that  belongs  to  mind  and  God,  has  been  most  blasphemously  affected. 

Peculiar  faith  or  peculiar  belief  is  the  blindest  of  all  bigotry^  and  its  practice  ia  tbe 
greatest  of  crimes. 
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It  becomes  mankind,  whether  in  goyernment  or  religion,  to  set  the  noblest  examples 
of  sinking  party,  rankship  and  faction,  on  the  altar  of  their  common  country,  and  exert 
^  right  and  patriotic  judgment  for  all. 

If  any  are  to  be  damned  bad  in  the  future  it  must  be  the  priestocracy,  who  seek  to  de- 
4;eiYe  here  and  damn  hereafter.  Was  there  ever  any  such  dynasty,  that  did  not  damn 
for  unbelief  of  its  peculiar  doctrine  ?  Was  there  ever  any  such  despotism,  but  made 
its  odious  usurpations  world-felt  if  practicable  ?  They  hav^e  sought  to  be  a  distinct 
caste  the  worUl  over.     Rational  mind  cannot  recognise  any  ecclesiastical  polity. 

The  greatest  felonies  are  priestcraft-felonies ;  their  hypocrisy  is  past  redemption. 
The  people  must  act 

The  priestocracy  have  always  stood,  in  all  lands,  on  a  rotten  and  corrupt  foundation. 
They  are  unjust  before  ihe  God  of  the  universe,  whom  their  faith  and  bibles  do  not  per- 
mit to  be  known. 

We  see,  by  what  Moses  imposed  on  the  Jews,  how  ranch  falsehood  priests  can  im- 
pose on  the  world. 

They  are  prepared  to  impose  any  practicable  fraud. 

The  Jews  sought  abundantly  to  discard  the  peculiar  faith  doctrines  of  Moses  ;  but  he 
bound  there  by  laws  and  rites,  selected,  no  doubt,  from  revised  codes  of  the  chief  priest- 
•cracies  of  the  world. 

The  people  have  become  wiser  and  better,  most  clearly  so,  b^  the  master-spirit  and 
impulse  of  mind,  in  its  various  agencies,  progressing  to  its  attamable  sublimity. 

Mind  has  to  see  that  these  agencies  are  not  corrupt,  as  they  may  be  subsidized  as 
the  press  ;  therefore,  mind  must  counteract  all  the  malign  influences  of  a  corrupt  press, 
priestocracy,  a  train-band  of  vassal  retainers,  in  all  the  corrupt  departments. 

It  is  not  faith,  but  salvation  present  and  future,  not  the  doctrine  of  priestocracy,  but 
the  whole  peoples^  safety  that  is  to  be  promoted,  by  the  improvement  of  the  inherent 
elements  of  religion  in  each  rational  mind,  by  the  most  rational  means  aad  ways. 

The  history  of  the  world  of  many  nations,  as  of  Great  Britain,  proves  that  the  clergy, 
3o-called,  was  too  often  plotting  and  complottiog,  in  their  general  divisions  of  Romans 
and  Protestants,  for  the  ascendency,  involving  the  people  in  the  miserable  turmoil,  burn- 
ing them  at  the  stake,  destroying  them  in  wars,  exiling  and  banishing  them,  and  over- 
whelming their  sovereign  rights.     What  better  to-day  is  it,  but  for  mind  ? 

The  world  has  been  cursed  by  the  cJergy  many  fold,  and  ^twere  better  that  it  had 
never  known  any  peculiar  faith,  as  God  superintends  bis  universe,  whether  man  knows 
it  or  not.     Rational  religion  is  the  only  thing  in  faith  that  will  bear  examination. 

What  does  mind  know,  until  it  learns  the  elements  of  science,  that  introduces  inind 
supreme,  over  the  dogmas  and  pretences  of  superstition,  to  the  only  platform  of  religion, 
its  rational  appreciation  ? 

Has  the  christian  faith  any  peculiarity  of  superiority,  that  gives  more  principles  of 
safety  than  God  gave  ? 

What  presumption !  Does  it  make  people  better  and  wiser  than  mind's  civilization  ? 
Where  is  the  proof?     What  nonsense,  then  ! 

Are  any  people  more  truthful,  honest,  pure,  chaste,  sincere,  without  fault,  the  most 
by  any  peculiar  doctrine  1  That  peculiarity  makes  the  falsehood,  and  of  course  is  a 
nieans  of  corruption. 

If  not  better,  why  the  peculiar  distinction  and  desertion  of  God's  principles  1 

There  is  no  bible  of  tradition  worthy  to  be  swore  on  in  a  court  of  justice.  It  is  a 
desecration  of  God's  noblest  gift,  mind,  that  should  only  affirm  when  necessary  to  state 
solemn  facts. 

No  fictions  can  prevent  the  corrupted  perjurer ;  whilst  principles  of  rational  religion 
will  benefit,  finally,  the  whole  world,  and  sustain,  as  the  only  means,  the  cause  of  truth. 

Neither  should  marriage  be  valid  by  a  priest,  whose  functions  determine  as  nonentity; 
the  magistrate  should  consummate  this  civil  ceremony.  As  mind  should  expel  all 
dream-U>oks,  those  of  fortune- telling,  and  ftll  analogous  machinery  of  hambuggery,  so 
should  it  expunge  all  the  works  of  degraded  priestocracy. 

There  is  no  end  to  their  evil  works,  the  world's  age,  if  mind  do  not  assert  its  en* 
lightened  rights. 

Thanks  to  them  for  the  Mormons,  who  may  give  the  world  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
like  many  other  sects  that  have  had  their  day  over  its  surface. 

Thus  their  thousand  forms  of  peculiar  faith  may  admit  hosts  of  messiahs,  affecting 
(he  peace  of  the  world.  There  is  no  telling  how  far  their  conflicts  may  lead,  as  aU 
messiahs,  as  their  priests,  are  antagonistic. 

As  all  governments,  but  constitutional  representative  republics,  are  unjust,  tyrannical 
and  inhumane,  yet,  where  the  people,  in  general,  is  uneducated,  you  show  a  mass  capa- 
ble only  as  wily  leaders  say  :  then  in  all  such  governments,  no  matter  the  name,  you 
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show  a  mass  capable  only  as  wily  and  corrupt  leaders  say,  a  chaos  of  lacdons,  aad  it 
peculiar  faith,  that  claims  leaders,  not  principles,  a  jumble  of  fanatics. 

A  nominal  republican,  from  such  schools,  can  be  a  fell  tyrant.  Who  loses  by  his  lib- 
erality, hardened  priestocracy  ? 

One  of  the  great  advantages  of  the  present  age  will  be  the  elements  of  social  and 
political  happiness,  security  of  person  as  well  as  of  posterity,  and  the  change  of  the 
Muftis  of  Persia,  the  Brahmins  of  India,  the  Christians  of  Continents,  tlie  followers  of 
Confucius,  all  of  idolatry  and  paganism,  intcT the  religious  of  the  world,  who  will  dis- 
regard the  peculiar  doctrines  of  all  these  priests,  who  have  been  so  long  misdirected, 
by  self-interest,  in  their  judgment  and  faith. 

How  much  of  their  sophistry  has  influenced  the  work)  to  join  those  of  peculiar  iaith 
churches  for  sinister  objects  1    Who  can  honorably  call  this  religion  ? 

Then,  O  priestocracy  of  the  world,  prove  your  position  right,  or  admit  that,  hereto- 
fore, you  have  pursued  a  miserable,  bad  policy  for  mankind,  and  renounce  it  all  as  the 
worst  moral  poison  ! 

When  will  this  world  and  circle  learn  that  no  man^s  professions  make  him  a  gentle- 
man, and  religious  ? 

The  highest  duty  of  mind  is  that  of  religionists,  to  maintain,  in  the  utmost  purity, 
the  exclusive  sovereigns  of  the  Almighty,  whose  unity  is  undoubted  by  reason,  and 
cannot  be  successfully  assailed  by  sophistry. 

The  history  of  nations  evinces  such  a  scramble  of  power  among  the  clergy  and  ab- 
solutists over  the  people  and  their  divine  rights,  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  rational 
mind  should  ever  permit  the  contaminated  hands  of  such  a  set,  whose  base  and  vicious 
acts  show  them  the  worst  of  citizens,  always  struggling  fur  selfish  power  over  the 
world,  enough  to  convince  all  unprejudiced  realiaers  of  the  false  position  of  all  peculiar 
iaith,  of  the  necessity  to  succumb  to  a  rational  and  just  religion,  due  God  cxclusiTcly. 

But  the  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  doctrines  aflTect  that  none  are  converted  or  sonnii, 
but  by,  or  through,  the  priests !  They  have  not  got  pure  religion  themselves,  or  they 
never  would  practice  the  pretension,  the  deception  to  the  people,  or  overlook  their  bast- 
less  position,  that  confers  no  lienor  uor  emolument  of  religion.  But  Paul  was  con- 
verted otherwise  than  by  tho  priests.'  As  one  of  them,  his  assertion  was  law  and  gos- 
pel, and  that  is  proved  as  far  as  any. 

As  to  his,  or  any  other  conversion,  who  endorses  the  endorsers  ? 

Paul  was  elected.  That  has  to  be  proved,  along  with  the  balance  of  the  gospel. 
But  Paul  had  a  vision ! 

That  is  impossible,  as  spirits  do  not  belong  to  this  world  or  life,  being  separated  there- 
from by  death,  that  cannot  be  approached  by  mortal  vision. 

When  youths  get  religion,  as  it  is  called,  that  is,  adopt  peculiar  faith,  as  told  by 
others,  they  are  not  capable,  by  their  unmatured  investigations  and  age,  to  adopt  cor- 
rect views.     Who  investigates  this  subject  1 

Does  not  nearly  all  the  world  take  for  granted  all  that  the  priestocracy,  miscalled  di- 
vine, tell  them  about  faith,  and  act  as  if  they  had  no  mind  expressly  to  elucidate  thij 
very  subject  of  mind  ? 

Does  not  the  world  fall  back,  when  commanded  by  their  divine  masters  in  theolog)-, 
from  investigation,  the  very  thing  they  ought  to  do,  and  adopt,  without  examination^  the 
false  pretences  of  the  worst  false  pretenders,  priestocracy  1  How  can  the  world  pel 
light,  when  it  seeks  to  proselyte  the  pre-conceived  notions  and  opinions,  not  facts,  but 
prejudices,  not  reason,  but  faith  ? 

Now  what  is  all  the  faith  of  the  world  worth,  without  reason,  that  is  ruled  by  Ood'9 
spirit,  the  ruler  of  the  universe  ?  W^ho  made  and  preserved  thee  and  thy  mind,  O  mor- 
tal, but  the  maker  and  preserver  of  the  universe  ?  In  whose  care  but  his,  art  thou  al- 
ways 1  Who  watched  and  preserved  the  whole  universe  for  all  time,  but  God,  when  there 
were  no  mcssiahs  and  priestocracies  1  What  else  is  peculiar  faith  but  a  perjured  spec- 
ulation and  trade  all  over  the  world,  in  its  various  forms,  got  up  to  deceive,  delude, 
swindle  and  cheat,  for  all  practicable  time  by  the  priestocracy,  all  people  verdant  enough 
to  allow  it? 

From  the  popes,  bishops  and  prelates,  to  the  lowest  preacher  or  member,  lust,  avarice, 
and  perjured,  blasphemous  sin  loom,  despite  of  all  professions  that  therefore  cannot 
protect  the  world,  which  is  ever  best  protected  by  principles. 

But  does  the  world  expect  these  characters  to  be  bettei-  and  above  the  corruption  of 
perversions  ? 

The  world  knows,  that  these  are  no  better  than  the  best  of  others,  and  that  they  have 
drawn  the  line  of  demarkation  and  distinction  improperly,  and  can  justly  rebuke  them 
for  the  vain  pretensions. 

All  minds,  the  very  best,  cannot  arrogate  any  peculiar  system,  to  mark  them  oat  as 
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the  aristocracy  of  religion — for  tbey  thus  vainly  become  the  aristocracy  of  false  pre- 
tences, the  perjured  ones. 

Of  all  mankind,  that  has  to  be  watched  in  the  whole  line  of  their  duty,  his  own  eye  on 
himself  as  best  protection,  the  priestocracy  are  most  to  be  watched. 

In  what  country  are  their  sinister  designs  not  perpetrated,  and  that  on  a  confiding 
world  ? 

The  covenant  of  death,  is  an  infamous  stipulation  of  the  priests  to  tho  Chinese,  of 
superstitious  rites  for  another  world.  Wherever  there  is  money,  then  the  order  of 
Melchisedec  prevails,  who  looks  well  to  the  spoils,  no  matter  how  derived,  and  to  the 
tithes,  no  matter  how  foully  got. 

The  world  rivalry  of  priestocracy,  is  now  most  tremendons — all  over  the  earth,  for 
its  spoils.  '^  The  opposition  of  the  natives  of  Madras  to  Christianity,  is  described  as 
most  hitter  and  unrelenting,"  &c. 

Has  not  the  history  of  the  world  proclaimed  this,  in  the  most  legible  characters? 

Millions  on  millions  have  been  butchered  for  all  this,  one  peculiar  faith  supcrsexling 
another,  as  peculiar  dynasties  forced  them.  The  rational  world  must  see  and  feel 
all  this. 

The  blackest  picture  of  human  nature  in  its  most  disgusting  features,  has  been  hereby 
perpetrated. 

When  the  world  is  liberated  from  the  school  of  bigots,  the  most  odious  dynasty  of 
vassalage,  then  it  may  begin  a  fair  race  in  the  brightest  day  of  liberty. 

How  many  of  its  worthiest  citizens  have  been  slaughtered,  imprisoned,  ruined,  out- 
xaged,  &c.,  fur  the  infamous  cause  of  brutal  bigotry. 

If  there  were  no  superstitious  people,  there  could  be  no  priests.  Consider  the  ways 
of  these  workers  of  iniquity,  and  they  will  fall  if  mind  rises  to  its  dignity.  They  can- 
not stand,  as  they  go  when  man^s  systems  fall,  before  the  majesty  of  God^s  religion. 
Analysis  discloses  the  trickery  and  fallacy  of  the  priestocracy,  in  superseding  the 
practice  of  principles  due  to  religion  and  God  alone,  by  the  pretence  which  is  the  least 
worthy  of  mind  and  humanity,  of  raessiahs  who  died  the  death  of  blasphemy,  the  most 
ignominious  of  all  deaths  before  God  supreme.  We  address  those  of  sense,  of  virtue 
left  in  minds,  not  entirely  perverted  by  polytheism. 

If  we  analyze  the  priestocracy  writers,  will  they  not  prove  defective  in  the  substantial 
merits  of  honesty  of  mind  ?  No  shrewdness,  cunning,  device,  oi  design,  can  finally 
avail  against  principles. 

Are  the  world^s  deceivers  wise  and  good  men  ;  much  less  are  they  happy  and  of  good 
fame,  on  the  best  philosophical  analysis  ? 

Moses,  and  all  such,  have  been  found  out  in  the  proper  age  of  the  world,  that  recog- 
nises mind  and  its  field  of  operations,  science  and  philosophy.  In  the  green  age  of  the 
world,  deception  of  priestocracy  was  predominant.  Who  will  dare  now  uphold  2ie  rotten 
system  of  priests,  but  corrupt  and  ignorant  people  ? 

The  religious  victory,  is  the  one  for  life  and  eternity. 

This  question  belongs  to  mind,  is  referred  to  mind,  and  must  and  will  be  answered  by 
mind  most  rational. 

Priests  claimed  to  be  called  of  God. 

W^hat  proof  can  they  give,  of  God's  divine  authority  to  them?  It  is  all  pretence; 
perjury.  All  teachers  of  peculiar  faith,  come  of  their  own  design,  with  various  motives 
of  impulse. 

All  rational  beings  must  believe  in  principles,  when  science  enlightens  them ;  then 
bigotry  is  at  an  end,  and  man's  nature  is  disclosed  in  truth,  not  created  by  mind  after 
its  perversion  and  legend. 

The  question  is  not  as  to  man's  opinions,  inflnenced  by  his  honors  urged  by  the  popular 
fears  and  dread  of  future  penalties,  but  as  to  the  genuine  test  and  truth  of  this  priestly 
pretence. 

Is  it  not  the  whole  craft  of  priestocracy  to  affect,  that  the  world  is  to  be  saved  by 
their  pretences  ? 

The  evils  and  abuses  from  all  their  peculiar  faith,  are  too  plainly  evident,  all  over 
the  world. 

Yet  some  of  the  shrewdest  men  have  been  priests. 

But  does  that  prove  their  profession  is  right  ? 

No  matter  the  professions,  what  are  the  actions  of  life  ? 

How  dare  any  mortal  assume  the  province  of  a  divine  creator  in  religion?  For 
church  or  state  power,  and  patronage  ?  The  priestocracy  only  do  it  for  peculiar  faiths 
as  they  cannot  invade  the  precincts  of  religion,  that  are  too  sacred  for  their  sacrilegioos 
hands.  Impostors  will  not  do  to  depend  on  in  this  life,  in  any  respect  to  religion,  when 
their  motives  are  so  clearly  impeachable  before  the  world,  as  factors  of  one  great  clan. 

• 
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The  just  law  and  sense-abiding  world,  has  to  pay  the  spirit  of  obedience,  to  the  God 
of  the  universe. 

Those  who  are  called  divines,  have  to  yield  ecclesiastical  influence  and  power,  that 
are  no  part  of  God^s  religion. 

The  tithes  of  priestocracies,  all  the  influences  of  bigotry,  from  burning  to  death  at 
the  stake,  of  thousands  of  the  most  innocent,  because  the  most  independent  people,  to 
all  the  proscriptions  of  social  relations,  have  to  be  obliterated.  All  such  regimes  must 
be  annihilated. 

The  God  of  principles  is  to  be  addressed  directly,  by  all  minds  of  principles,  Dot 
vicariously  by  impostors,  but  with  fixed  definite  and  certain  principles,  that  prayer  of 
action,  word,  and  thought  may  be  effectual. 

All  are  ever  certain  of  the  efficacy  of  principles. 

But  priestocracies  affect,  that  God  could  not  be  known  without  their  bibles  and  aid! 

How  was  the  God  of  nature  ever  purely  known  in  this  world,  but  by  mind  cultivated 
in  science,  whose  rights  have  been  usurped  and  silenced  for  a  time,  by  the  false  pre- 
tences of  bibles  so  called  ? 

Rear  an  infant  in  the  desert,  and  if  of  sound  mind,  he  must  necessarily  find  that  there 
is  a  God,  if  he  find  that  he  has  a  mind,  or  as  soon  as  he  finds  himself  as  conscious  of 
thought  and  science. 

When  mind  is  found,  the  God  of  mind  is  found. 

Hark,  there  is  electricity  shot  before  his  vision ! 

Why  that  ?  Does  he  at  first  mistake  that,  for  the  first  great  cause  ?  Mind  thinks 
and  compares  ;  it  reasons  from  nature^s  phenomena  to  nature^s  laws,  and  natore^s  God, 
the  supreme.     Mind  corrects  itself. 

In  the  savage  state,  he  tells  that  the  Great  Spirit  weeps  through  rain  :  in  the  most 
refined,  he  knows  that  he  rules  almighty  :  has  essential  purity  and  perfection. 

Science  and  philosophy  correct  all  his  errors,  for  they  are  tlie  inspiration  of  the  God 
of  the  universe.  The  wisest  of  all,  is  to  recognise  the  character  of  natui'O  and  her 
legitimate  sphere. 

What  is  reason,  but  the  expression  of  inherent  ideas  of  truth,  the  holiest  inspiration? 

Can  rational  mind  have  inherent  ideas  of  reverence,  of  any  but  the  supreme,  the  great 
first  cause  ? 

Rational  mind  can  take  cognizance  of  no  other. 

Did  the  stupid  priests,  with  mind  undeveloped,  authors  of  the  bibles  of  tradition, 
ignorant  of  the  plain  principles  of  astronomy,  that  would  disgrace  a  srhool-boy  now  if 
one  of  science,  ever  dream  of  the  universe  and  its  unapproachable  author,  that  can 
furnish  exhaustless  position  for  all  the  various  souls,  however  distinguished  and  sepa- 
rated by  peculiar  and  diversified  characteristics,  appreciate  good  or  bad  qualities  in 
reference  to  their  future  improvement  and  happiness? 

Yes,  this  bible  of  theirs  deplorably  libels  the  highest  dignity  and  glory  of  God,  the 
creator  of  the  universe,  who  is  most  deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  all  his 
works.  It  is  a  perverted  work  of  minds  seeking  speculation  for  sclf-bendit.  It  puts 
a  false  estimate  on  the  sovereign  people,  and  misdirects  their  proper  directions.  It 
permits  mere  mortals  to  usurp  God^s  prerogatives,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  mis- 
management of  mind  on  mind.  Now,  if  you  adhere  to  the  almighty  providence  of  the 
God  of  principles,  you  will  have  constantly  to  do  so  on  his  position,  that  of  principle. 
Mind,  that  acts  thus  best  to  its  capacity,  makes  especial  providence. 

All  honest  minds  are  obliged  to  acknowledge  themselves  indebted  to  mind ;  but  all 
the  writers  of  bibles  of  peculiar  faith  have  committed  the  worst  of  all  plagiarisms  on 
mind,  and  have  sought  to  impose  these  frauds  on  the  world's  credulity. 

Will  the  world  analyze,  or  read  the  analysis,  of  this  fraud  1  But  are  the  pious  frauds 
conmiitted,  no  frauds  m  priests'  ethics  ?  What  is  their  bible  ?  It  is  a  work  to  uphold 
the  assumed  divine  rights  of  absolutism.  The  Greeks  even  had  two  kinds  of  faith, 
one  for  the  learned,  that  admitted  a  Supreme  intelligence,  a  Great  First  Cause. 

The  intelligent  Persians  knew  of  one  supreme  God,  Mythra,  and  added  two  others, 
Oromasdes,  the  author  of  all  good ;  the  other,  Ariman,  tlie  cause  of  all  evil,  thas 
having  a  trinity.  Trinity  was  the  result  of  the  ignorance  of  the  ancients,  who  couM 
not  analyze  the  complex  question  of  good  and  evil,  and  concomitants. 

.  The  priests  of  Egypt,  who  knew  their  power,  had  a  code  peculiar  for  themselves, 
consecrated  in  hieroglyphical  characters.  The  Romans  had  priests  and  ministers,  as 
the  other  great  nations  of  antiquity.  It  was  the  maintenance  of  national  power 
and  rule. 

Romulus,  their  founder,  was  chief  priest. 

The  augurs  or  soothsayers  were  the  prophets. 

The  high  priest  not  only  regulated  worship,  but  was  the  judge  iu  all  matteza  peitaia- 


Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


THE  DYNASTY  OF  THE  PRIESTOORACY.  SIX 

ioe  to  that  whole  subject.  Priests  had  the  most  absolute  power  in  some  countries. 
What  was  tlie  influence  of  the  mysteries  of  the  priests,  who  had  the  whole  power  ia 
their  hands  ?  We  may  judge  of  the  irresistible  power  of  the  past,  by  the  tremendous 
potency  of  the  present.  As  the  mind  of  tlie  world  has  become  enlightened,  the  natural 
result  of  science,  superstition  has  abated.  But  man-worship  has  been  left,  in  even  the 
best  of  peculiar  faiths.  Of  course  the  world  has  only  been  partially  civilized  at  the 
best  at  any  time,  as  all  such  worships  incontestibly  prove. 

Philosophy  is  only  pure  as  science  is  exact,  and  that  is  not  yet  so,  for  the  purity  of 
rational  religion  among  the  people. 

Those  of  the  ancients  who  approached  nearest  to  rational  religion,  pure  monotheism, 
supposed  demons  to  be  tlie  inferior  agents  of  Deity,  and  sacrificed  victims  on  the  altars 
of  their  gods. 

All  this  is  attributable  to  the  want  of  proper  appreciation  of  the  defects  of  their 
system,  by  the  want  of  science  and  its  lights  to  mind.  ' 

But  few  had  a  right  view  of  the  soul.  The  Platonist«  rightly  considered  the  soul 
incapable  of  death,  and  was  restored  as  an  emanation  from  Deity; 

Neither  Jews  nor  Greeks  had  anything  like  pure  monotheism,  though  they  had  unity 
of  God ;  they  characterized  him  by  their  ignorant  fictions,  and  had  belief  of  demons — 
also  an  evil  genius.     Socrates  had  a  demon. 

The  condition  of  the  so-called  chosen  people  of  God  was  not  equal  to  some  of  the 
onchosen  Gentiles. 

After  all,  the  sculptured  books  of  mythology,  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  and  analogous 
buildings  of  India,  had  precedence  of  antiquity  to  the  bible  of  the  Hebrews,  who  were 
no  doubt  indebted  to  such  institutions  for  much  of  the  views  of  Judaism.  The  history 
of  priestocracies  is  analogous  throughout  the  world.  Of  all  the  felons,  they  have  been 
the  most  iniquitous,  defrauding  mankind.  For  many  centuries  they  made  the  people 
tributary  to  their  rites  and  power,  slaves  to  their  bigotry.  With  Oriental  and  Egyptian 
mysteries  they  have  bound  mind  vassal,  that  cannot  now  be  easily  rescued.  What 
part  of  the  world  is  yet  rescued  ? 

As  the  most  important  literature  of  the  ancients  has  been  lost,  or  the  key  to  that 
which  is  sculptured  as  the  Egyptian,  we  have  but  little  to  truly  estimate  the  past.  We 
know  but  little  of  the  Persians,  Chaldeans,  &c.  The  Jewish  literature  is  imperfectly 
known.  But  we  are  eternally  met  by  the  title  of  inspiration,  revelation.  AH  such 
cannot  possibly  come,  only  through  rightly  cultivated  mind,  as  the  mighty  deeds  of 
patriots  and  statesmen,  as  Washington,  and  hundreds  of  others  of  the  world.  Whereas 
the  base  abuse  of  mind's  privileges  are  perversions,  evinced  by  the  characters  of  Napo- 
leon, Cassar :  intellectual,  but  evil. 

There  cannot  possibly  be  any  direct  revelation  or  inspiration.  But  the  ancients  were 
more  skilful  than  the  moderns.  In  what  ?  In  pyramids,  sphinxes,  and  other  works,  for 
peculiar  faith ! 

May  the  modems  ever  remain  ignorant  of  such  art,  if  they  have  to  submit  to  the 
tyranny  of  priestocracies  in  raising  them,  and  the  object,  most  miserable,  in  their 
execution.  The  ancients  excelled  the  modems,  then,  in  all  the  discoveries  of  false 
systems  of  superstition,  and  all  the  deplorable  curses  growing  out  of  them. 

But  the  useful  inventions  are  predominant  among  the  modems.  The  mechanical 
powers,  as  the  screw,  multiplied  abundance  of  times,  may  suffice  to  raise  the  heaviest 
t)odies  to  a  definite  extent,  while  the  railroad  may  convey  all  such  to  the  point  of  des- 
tination. 

It  is  not  the  gorgeousness  of  architecture,  with  all  its  millions  of  expenditure,  that 
distinguishes  this  or  that  age  by  the  triumphs  of  science,  as  the  general  light  shed 
among  the  minds  pf  the  world,  with  all  the  essentials  expedient  for  lifers  enjoyment. 

All  the  ancients  are  clearly  excelled  in  the  trae  science  of  constitutional  freedom  and 
government,  one  of  the  most  sublime  of  all  sciences,  that  will  bring  in  its  train  all  that 
genius  can  contribute  through  mind. 

Wisdom  of  the  model  government  of  America  declares  strict  responsibility  of  dele- 
gated powers,  that  the  constitation  may  protect  the  whole,  interpreting  itself,  or  that  the 
interpreters  omst  be  silent. 

Absolntism  compelled  the  world  to  allegories,  for  cover  of  the  true  facts.  All  myste- 
ries arose  in  the  same  way,  all  of  which  is  abhorrent  to  constitottonal  freedom,  ae  are 
all  its  advocates  offensive  to  the  same. 

The  soal  lowers  far  above  all  soch  trammels  of  troth. 

What  deference  has  been  paid  to  the  world^s  dynasties  by  its  minions.  When  Alex- 
ander actaally  retreated  before  the  eastern  Asiatics,  a  flattering  world  affected  that  he 
was  the  worid^s  conqueror. 

Was  be  not  in  collusion  with  the  priests  1 
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Instead  of  flattering  the  ancients  for  their  superiority  to  the  modems,  we  are  to  eon- 
sider  them  as  vassals  in  mind,  and  inferior  in  government,  their  empires  destroyed  by 
the  heterogeneous  materials  embraced  in  three  grand  divisions  of  the  earth,  whilst 
none  were  well  governed.  Had  the  ancients  been  equal  in  the  science  of  mind,  the 
world  had  not  been  cursed  by  priestocracies,  so  vindictive  to  each  other. 

There  was  no  pure  religion  through  monotheism. 

Whilst  Socrates  spoke  of  a  supreme,  he  as  well  as  Peter  were  worshippers  at  the 
shrine  of  polytheism.  The  great  principle  of  toleration  had  not  been  truly  discovered 
by  the  ancients — a  great  discovery  for  mind  by  the  moderns,  who  have  it  universal  as 
freedom.  ' 

The  policy  of  Rome  was  tolerant,  till  Christianity  spoilt  it. 

The  wise  world,  by  toleration,  escapes  the  errors,  and  profits  by  the  virtues  of  the 
ancients.  The  press  is  one  of  the  modem  characteristics,  pre-eminently  distinguished 
for  its  surpassing  greatness  over  anything  of  ancient  discovery,  except  of  letters  them- 
selves. A  free  press  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  blessings  of  mind  ;  but  tranuneiled,  it 
corrupts  the  world.  There  should  be  no  clerical  combinations  against  the  press,  per- 
mitted by  the  world. 

But  their  combinations  are  against  mind  and  the  world. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  popes,  who  ought  to  have  known  better,  preposteroM 
legends  of  tutelary  saints  and  martyrs,  of  demi-gods,  the  miraculous  power  of  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  have  been  advanced  for  true  history. 

The  monks  have  established  one  superstitious  faith  for  another.  The  real  character 
of  mind  has  been  wofully  perverted  ;  tlie  finer  feelings  of  human  nature  have  been  lost 
in  the  cloisters  of  deluded  or  hypocricical  devotees. 

The  wealth  of  many  such  fraternities  begets  a  malign  influence  in  tlie  links  of  society. 

What  injuries  and  indignities  to  mind^s  character,  may  not  be  perpetrated  in  credu- 
lous ages  of  an  ignorant  world  ? 

Man-worship  has  deprived  mind  of  its  light,  asserted  by  action  of  mind  on  mind,  in- 
spired through  science  and  philosophy,  the  emanations  from  God  Almighty. 

Thousands  of  men  of  talents  have  been  devoted  to  the  propagation  and  originatioQ 
of  the  main  peculiar  faiths ;  identified  in  feelings  and  interests  as  they  are,  they  are 
identified  essentially  with  their  success. 

Absolutism  with  its  power,  money  with  its  insidious  influence,  all  the  influences  of 
sophistry,  have  overpowered  the  world  by  peculiar  faith. 

Why  do  preachers,  priests,  and  hierarchists,  spend  so  much  time  in  proclaiming  mes- 
siahships,  that  are  entirely  worthless  from  the  very  nature  of  things  1 

They  had  better  be  employed  in  all  the  essentials  of  mind  and  religion-improvement 

Theirs  is  lost  time,  in  the  close  of  life  and  its  accounts. 

They  must  be  utterly  reckless  of  reason  and  truth,  when  they  advance  such  perni- 
cious and  evil  demoralization  doctrines.  What  does  not  the  doctrine  of  divine  rights 
and  passive  obedience  do,  in  contravention  of  popular  virtue  and  freedom  ?  Shame  to 
you,  preachers,  priests,  and  hierarchists,  who  advance  a  system  of  the  deepest  slavery 
of  vassal  mind  and  its  demoralization. 

All  proselytes  seek  power  for  their  peculiar  faith,  of  course.  Are  they  very  con- 
scientious about  the  way  the  object  is  attained  ? 

A  good  government  has  no  triumvirates  of  cardinals  accused  of  scandalous  proceedings. 

What  are  the  morals  of  a  preacher  or  minister  worth,  who  conmiits  himself,  as  many 
do,  in  untruth,  lust  and  infamy  ?  What  is  any  man's  mind  worth,  when  accounted  an- 
•  worthy  of  credence,  or  to  be  relied  on  by  no  account,  or  what  is  analogous,  that  advances 
a  cause  that  it  should  know  is  destitute  of  truth  ? 

As  untrue  as  the  gospels,  will  yet  become  a  by-word,  and  their  worthless  expounders 
will  go  with  them. 

The  rising  greatness  of  mighty  intellect  makes  it  the  bounden  duty  to  take  away  all 
ungodly  evils,  as  priestcrafl,  that  lessens  the  purity  and  force  of  mind. 

A  bigoted  Romanist  thinks  his  children,  if  priests  be  absent  from  his  circle  of  resi- 
dence, cannot  be  Christians  among  even  Protestants.     Why  ? 

Does  he  not  live  among  Christians  ?  Them  he  calls  heathen,  that  is,  inside  barba- 
rians! 

Thus  all  sectarians  think  others  fallible  and  impious,  but  themselves. 

For  remorse  at  their  dying  hour,  some  seek  to  give  immense  wealth  to  churches,  to 
gain  absolution  from  their  sins ;  that  has  as  much  potency  as  amulets  and  charms,  the 
whole  delusions  of  ignorance. 

Can  the  world  be  thus  ignorant,  but  for  the  felony  of  the  priestocracy,  that  stickle  at 
no  means  to  gain  their  ends,  though  they  infuriate,  with  deadly  feud,  the  parts  of  the 
world  against  each  other. 
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Cannot  the  world  rise  above  such  narrow  views  1 
Mind  only  can  enable  it  to  do  it  properly. 

Shame,  then,  to  the  ministers,  priests  and  preachers,  and  all  the  affiliated  partisans 
ho  help  keep  up  the  delusion,  when  all  such  faith  is  not  obsolete. 
Monotheism  is  the  friend  of  man,  but  messiahship,  alias  priestcraft,  is  anything  else. 
Do  we  impute,  under  any  such  regime,  to  Ood  his  general  influence  over  the  world, 
uch  less  the  universe  ? 

Do  we  not  thereby  sink  universal  in  especial  providence  1 
Sincerity  in  religion  especially  demands  this  assertion. 

This  tribe  must  be  particularly  verdant,  if  they  suppose  that  their  position  has  not 
ready  been  duly  appreciated. 

They 'assume  to  have  religion.     Are  they  truthful  and  just,  as  truthfulness,  honesty, 
id  reason  preside  over  the  paramount  question  of  religion  ?    Do  tbey  not  help  rob  God 
his  glorious  attributes,  as  far  as  in  them  lies? 

Then  we  must  next  recognise  the  sources  of  their  faith.     They  must  see,  if  truthful 
id  honest,  that  it  is  absolutely  absurd  to  put  faith  before  reason. 
The  senses  are  the  only  medium  through  which  observation  and  experience  are  de- 
red,  and  they  must  be  duly  regulated,  verified,  and  confirmed  by  philosophical  science, 
be  correct  and  satisfy  the  republic  of  science. 
How,  then,  can  any  honest  men  adopt  faith  without  reason? 
As  rational  beings,  all  must  be  monotheists. 

Let  all  think,  first  obey  honest  thoughts,  and  then  read  others  that  reason  approves. 
But  proselytism'  may  be  the  effort,  not  the  truth  of  mind  ;  hence,  mind  must  be  wary 
pure  reason,  and  reject  all  that  prevails  by  peculiar  education. 

The  part  of  the  world  humbugged,  delights  in  the  mystery  of  that  humbug,  and  seeks 
hold  fast  to  its  profits. 

Thus  the  mere  dogmas  of  such  schools  and  scholars  are  to  be  upheld,  long  after  their 
plosion.     Is  it  nature  of  mind,  to  revel  in  humbugs  forever  ? 

This  is  only  of  the  wilfully  perverted  ;  otherwise  it  is  a  base  libel.     Common  sense 
id  honesty  of  the  highest  order,  are  the  essential  organs  of  God :  who,  then,  authorized 
OSes  or  any  priest  to  be  ?     The  attempt  is  a  felony,  black  and  dark. 
Mind's  characteristic  calibre  and  integrity  decide  all  matters  of  sense  and  honesty. 
What  good  citizen,  but  has  the  loftiest  aspirations  for  purest  religion,  the  sublimest 
'  duties  ? 

Who  will  not  congratulate  himself,  on  investigation  of  this  mighty  subject,  which  is 
s  sublimest  duty  to  investigate  ? 

Who  unll  be  so  verdant  to  entrust  it  to  priestocracies,  who  have  neither  the  abil- 
T  to  decide  correctly,  nor  act  honestly  ? 

If  the  priests  have  not  truth  and  honesty  in  profession,  they  cannot  talk  of  religious 
iprovement,  as  all  else  is  dust.  It  is  clear  that  the  profits  of  the  hierarchy,  have  the 
of^t  potential  voice  in  this  matter. 

One  archbishop  and  nine  bishops,  in  England,  have  $1,890,000  income  yearly,  it  is 
sorted.     Is  this  true  ? 

The  peculiar  trammels  of  education,  the  dogmas  of  the  schools,  the  sacrifice  to  money, 
iwer,  and  influence  of  power,  of  government,  cannot  be  audited  at  the  tribunal  of  cou- 
ience. 

Liberal  minds  must  base  this  position  most  liberally,  discarding  all  the  catches  of 
Tots  and  Jesuits,  most  sophisticated.     But  should  not  the  voice  of  the  priestocracies 
heard  in  this  matter  of  religion  ?    Not  at  all,  as  they  only  know  superstition,  and 
t  religion. 

.Superstition,  not  religion,  needs  priestocracies. 
Superstition  has  given  the  benefit  to  them. 

All  their  forms  and  ceremonies,  sacraments  and  confessions,  are  for  their,  not  the 
ople8\  wants. 

T'he  people  only  need  what  mind  needs,  and  that  is  what  no  priests  or  preachers  have 
spare. 

No  matter  how  much  unprincipled  opposition  to  the  true  faith  by  these  men,  still 
7ts  will  triumph  for  ever  by  God's  decree  over  aU  such  that  will  result  as  contempli- 
?.  Priests  and  preachers,  if  not  lost  to  shame,  ought  not  to  present  such  a  theme, 
ave  they  analyzed  it  ? 

They  ought  to  put  all  the  means  of  investigation  for  both  sides  like  honorable  men  of  t 
ith,  in  all  persons'  bands  before  admission  into  the  church,  not  suppress  rational  in- 
iry  basely,  ignominiously,  and  disgracefully. 

Now,  all  rational  beings  have  the  innate  qualities  and  faculties  of  religion,  but  their 
3ws  are  not  right  when  perverted  to  superstition  by  priests. 
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Who  desires  such  a  position  that,  adopted  by  those  knowing  better,  gives  the  test  of 
their  hypocrisy  ;  if  not  knowing  better,  that  they  are  dupes  !  All  at  least  ought  to  be 
independent.  A  little  more  time  hence,  and  the  whole  peculiar  faith  of  the  ignoble 
priestocracies,  will  be  destroyed  before  the  light  of  the  civilized  world* 

Would  Moses,  Mahomet,  or  Christ-makers  use  now  the  means  that  were  adopted  by 
them  in  their  remote  ages  ?  Hardly,  if  men  of  sense,  as  claimed  for  them  by  parti- 
sans. 

Then  why  should  preachers  and  priests  ?  Merely  to  keep  up  a  degraded  system  of 
superstition,  that  however  improved  upon  by  all  the  advantages  of  mind,  is  still 
superstition  ? 

If  those  men  were  to  speak  as  good  and  wise  men  of  this  day,  they  would  bid  their 
followers  cease  all  such  superstition,  and  betake  themselves  to  rational  religion.  The 
preachers  and  ministers  do  not  know  what  they  are  about,  if  they  be  honest.  "What 
they  do  seals  their  own  condemnation,  as  felony  of  the  worst  sort. 

Honorable  freemen  who  have  waited  with  patience  to  see  all  this  put  down,  know  it 
to  be  as  mentioned. 

How  formidable  has  been  the  hierarchy  of  the  government  of  priestocracies !  Where 
is  it  now  even,  that  proscription  does  not  prevail  against  books  of  free  principles  1 

The  great  points  of  malign  overpowering  influence,  are  thos^  of  money,  church  and 
state  power. 

Legacies  of  millions  have  been  left  to  churches ;  even  now,  Trinity  Church  of  New 
York  has  several  millions  of  property,  and  might,  if  rightly  managed,  educate  all  the 
poor  children  of  the  state  in  splendid  science. 

What  an  engine  of  power,  that  might,  by  its  increase  of  wealth,  overrule  the  city ! 
All  such  are  soulless  corporations. 

How  came  there  any  saints  or  sanctificati<in  ? 

Of  course,  as  God  could  not  possibly  make  such,  they  are  the  last  refuges  and  pre* 
tences  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  laws  of  life  will  affirm,  that  no  part  of  mind  can  justify  such  pretences.  No 
pious  fraud  or  He  can  avail  God,  who  rules  truth  and  honesty. 

The  greater  and  lesser  tyrants  have  abused  this  world,  and  libeled  the  future. 

One  of  the  greatest  crafts  of  absolutism  of  the  monarch  and  priestocracy,  was  at  the 
Council  of  Nice.  Its  deeds  were  the  year  before  a.d.  325,  when  there  was  collusion  of 
state  and  church,  of  the  emperor  Constantine  and  the  priests,  the  bishops  to  rule  the 
world,  as  far  as  the  empire  could. 

But,  thanks  to  God,  there  is  no  restriction  of  mind,  by  earthly  devices.  Customs 
become  obsolete  and  empires  fall,  both  of  emperors  and  priestocracies.  The  decree  of 
principles  is  the  only  word  of  God  Supreme. 

Collusion  must  attend  in  all  the  powers  of  the  craft,  and  in  its  government,  from  con^ 
ception  most  ancient  to  execution  most  modem. 

The  pensioners  on  the  supposed  bounty  are  not  willing  to  dissent  from  the  established 
governmental  authority. 

See  the  salaries  of  the  beneficed  clergy,  with  their  millions  of  money. 

The  clerical  peers  of  the  English  realm  present  a  road  to  preferment  and  of  standing, 
under  the  banner  of  perjury  nevertheless. 

Were  it  not  for  the  preachers  and  priests,  the  hierarchists  and  ministers,  all  these  lies 
would  perish  out  forever. 

Is  the  order  of  priestocracy  to  be  perpetuated  through  the  world  ?  To  be  dictatorial  1 
Puseyism  is  squinting  at  Romanism,  when  the  church  is  made  infallible,  and  the  voice 
of  the  layman  nullified.     The  principal  a  cypher. 

What  state  of  existence  is  there  so  absurd,  even  of  shakerdom,  that  perverta  man^s 
nature  and  has  the  fewest  claims  for  legislative  protection,  but  that  the  votaries  of 
priests  will  follow  to  ruin  1 

In  some  countries  subject  to  the  Roman  faith,  figures  representing  Peter  and  Mary 
act  the  harlequin,  for  alms.     Begging  and  ignorance  prevail  in  that  country  ! 

Does  not  the  clergy  seek  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance,  of  the  main  essentials  of 
religion  1 

If  peculiar  faith  be  right,  it  ought  not  to  reject  reason,  nor  establish  inquisitions 
about  books  and  opinions  of  religion,  as  the  bible  is  that  of  rational  mind. 

Now,  priestocracies  have  shown  despotism  perfect,  in  asking  and  forcing  credence 
for  irrational  faith.  They  are  basely  dishonest  to  do  so.  If  they  ask  us  to  believe 
their  proposition,  they  must  give  honest  and  proper,  reasons,  else  they  are  dishonoied 
forever.  They  are  charlatans  and  triflers  with  men's  souls.  No  set  of  men  should 
falsify  history.     What  imposition  is  practiced  by  priests,  who  perjure  souls. 

But,  then,  it  is  the  interest  the  priests  take  in  our  immortal  souls  for  glory  !    They 
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bave  no  temporal  interest  for  themselves  ?  The  priests  of  Egypt  had  one-third  the 
produce  of  all  the  cultivated  land,  and  peculiar  power. 

They  had  what  was  peculiar  people.  What  did  those  of  Europe  and  Asia,  all  over 
the  world,  in  all  their  forms  and  changes  from  century  to  century  1  What  possessions 
and  principalities  had  they  not  in  England  and  France? 

What  did  they  the  least  have  ?  Religion  ?  No ;  the  people  were  cheated,  for  they 
only  had  the  girt  of  peculiar  faith. 

Alas,  poor  world,  you  have  beeen  mistreated  your  age. 

In  all  ages  of  the  priestocracy-power,  whether  as  druids  or  augurs,  pontiffs  or  any 
other,  their  power  predominated,  preying  upon  the  sympathies  of  the  people.  What 
awful  persecutions — ^what  powerful  influence  of  sects. 

Let  it  not  be  too  late,  that  you  know  these  things  rightly,  and  do  them  properly. 

How  can  you  believe  the  priestocracies,  as  they  are  temporarily  interested?  Their 
testimony  is  of  no  account  or  truth,  not  trustworthy.  People  are  most  verdant  to 
believe  them.  The  world  of  priestocracies,  diversified  as  they  are  in  both  continents 
by  creeds  and  names,  vitiated  as  a  body  politic,  invested  with  sovereign  power,  can 
never  for  a  moment  uphold  any  bibles  of  their  tradition,  as  all  such  are  an  imposition 
and  fraud  on  mind. 

Absolutism  seeks  all  manner  of  ways,  to  deprive  miod  of  its  sacred  rights,  to  foil  of 
its  due  light  of  rational  investigation,  or  sophisticate  all  that  appears. 

Ministers  of  God  will  do  the  thing  right,  first  for  their  minds,  and  next  trustworthy 
offreemen. 

Shame  on  the  drivellers,  who  interfere  with  God's  attributes  and  sovereignty.  If 
crime  and  Deity  are  incompatible  as  purity  and  impurity,  how  can  the  perpetrators  of 
capital-blasphemy-crimes  reconcile  themselves  to  the  author  of  their  existence  and 
future  being  ? 

Do  the  priestocracies  work  for  nothing?  Who  is  simple  enough  to  believe  it,  but 
degraded  vassals  that  are  afraid  to  call  tlieir  souls  God^s,  and  their  money  their  own 
property  ? 

The  curses  of  the  priests  have  fallen  in  India,  Egypt  and  Chaldea,  the  world. 

When  will  the  day  ever  come,  when  those  lands  w^ill  be  delivered  from  the  blight  of 
their  curses  ?     By  Christianity  ?     One  paganism  for  another  ? 

Talk  of  other  kinds  of  slavery,  what  are  they  to  this  slavery?  But  what  right  have 
we  to  speak  ?  As  much  as  any  other  of  the  billion  of  minds,  all  of  which  are  the  true 
beneficiaries,  and  as  much  as  any  other  patriots,  that  love  truth  and  reason  of  all  serious 
propositions  submitted.  But  have  not  the  priestocracies  also  a  right  to  speak  ?  Cer- 
tainly, but  only  as  the  rights  of  miud  entitle  them  as  men,  not  the  usurpations  of  mind 
as  impostors. 

The  sanctity  of  popes,  prelates,  bishops,  &c. ! 

For  God's  sake,  and  mind's  sake,  stop  that  humbuggery. 

How  long  are  the  preachers  and  priests,  to  humbug  the  world  ?  As  long  as  that 
world  is  verdant  enough  to  pay  for  all  such  humbugs ! ! ! 

Preachers  and  priests  seek  to  convince  the  world,  and  they  appeal  to  reason  and 
faith— eophistry  under  the  garb  of  reason,  and  credulity  under  the  garb  of  faith. 

When  they  pretend  that  all  should  *'  search  the  scriptures,"  and  "  get  understanding," 
they  strictly  imply  reason,  which  as  soon  as  it  is  embraced,  they  rail  at  and  libel  most 
infamously  by  all  the  inquisition  that  universal  freedom  and  toleration  permit  them, 
thus  most  inconsistently  convicting  and  disgracing  themselves  by  bigotry  and  fanati- 
cism. The  proper  search  of  all  scriptures  of  tradition,  leads  unquestionably  to  their 
impeachment  and  discarding  in  full. 

They  cannot  stand  this  test.  Of  course  they  are  worthless,  and  the  sooner  discarded 
the  better,  that  mind  may  be  rightfully  employed. 

Truth  is  immutable,  and  though  suppressed  or  counterfeited  under  the  pretences  of 
church  peculiar  faith,  yet  cannot  be  annihilated  by  these  deceivers.  Many  of  these 
people  deceive  themselves,  in  keeping  up  deceptions  not  recognised  now  by  the  whole 
world.  Ministers,  you  that  have  minds  still  unsullied  by  peculiar  faith,  you  cannot  be 
enraged  against  us,  but  will  thank  us  for  exposing  to  you  the  errors  of  your  ways.  It 
is  your  duty  to  renounce  them  at  once  and  for  ever.  Preachers,  no  doubt,  preach 
absurdities  and  sophistries  that  they  do  not  believe,  and  cannot  clearly,  if  intelligent 
and  honest.  Josephus  (as  quoted  by  Jones'  Church  History),  tells  us,  "  that  the  high 
prinstB  of  the  Jews,  were  the  most  abandoned  of  mortals,  and  that  they  generally 
obtained  their  dignified  stations,  eitlier  through  the  influence  of  money,  or  court  syco- 
phancy ;  and  that  they  shrank  from  no  species  of  criminality  that  might  contribute  to 
support  them  in  the  possession  of  an  authority  thus  iniquitously  purchased. 

**  Under  a  full  conviction  of  the  precarious  tenure  on  which  they  held  their  situation, 
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it  became  a  leading  object  of  their  concern  to  accumulate,  either  by  fraud,  or  foice/* 
&o.  Recollect  these  were  the  bible  makers! ! !  Jones  says  of  the  Romanists,  "that 
while  they  had  an  interest  in  disguising  the  truth,  calling  them  false/^  &c.  These  the 
pillars  of  bible  advocacy.  •  What  more  proof? 

What  are  the  immense  number  of  pious  frauds  perpetrated  by  this  profession  in  its 
▼arious  forms  ? 

Observe  the  Magian  rites — Zoroaster  to  procure  the  greater  veneration  for  these 
sacred  fires,  pretended  to  have  received  fire  from  heaven. 

The  fire  temple  :  these  Magian  rites  were  built  on  the  Jewish  plan. 

"  The  Jews  had  their  sacred  fire,  which  came  down  from  heaven  upon  the  altar  of 
burnt  offerings,  which  ihey  never  suffered  to  go  out,  and  with  which  all  their  sacrifices 
and  oblations  were  made."  What  honest  mind  believes  this  liel  "  Zoroaster,  in  like 
manner,  pretended  to  have  brought  his  holy  fire  from  heaven."  They  were  all  perju- 
ries. The  priests  of  the  magi  were  the  scholars  and  philosophers,  and  were  looked 
upon  by  the  vulgar  as  more  than  natural,  and  that  they  were  inspired  by  superstitious 
power."     And  is  not  this  the  world's  history  ? 

The  Magian  priests  were  all  of  one  tribe,  as  among  the  Jews.  This  became  the 
national  faith. 

The  royal  family  were  of  the  priest  tribe,  to  sustain  its  power  of  course.  This  was 
supplanted  by  Mahometanism,  another  perjury. 

1  he  Franciscan  and  Dominican  monks : 

"  The  last  ado|)ted  fictitious  visions  and  dreams — as  daemons,  an  imposture  of  an 
opposition.     These  were  impious  frauds. 

*^  These  monks  persecuted  Jetser,  who  heard  all  the  secrets  of  his  life  and  thoughts, 
which  the  impostors  had  learned  from  his  confessor." 

(The  immaculate  conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  was  adopted  by  the  Franciscans.) 

Jetser  discovered  the  plot,  and  the  perpetrator  prior. 

The  Dominicans  to  prevent  exposure  of  the  plot,  tried  to  bribe  Jetser  to  carry  oo 
the  cheat,  but  afterwards  as  the  most  effectual  way,  sought  Ui  poison  him.  The  four 
friars  were  burnt.  Had  this  plot  not  been  divulged,  it  would  have  been  published  as  a 
great  miracle.  **  They  were  perpetually  employed  in  encroaching  upon  the  rights  and 
properties  of  others,  to  augment  their  possessions,  and  in  laying  the  most  iniquitous 
snares  and  stratagems  for  the  destruction  of  their  adversaries."  They  were  next  to  the 
Jesuits. 

The  Jesuits,  peculiar  like  the  Jews,  were  confessors  of  nearly  all  the  monarchs  of 
Europe,  thus  enjoying  a  great  and  influential  function.  The  spiritual  guides  of  great 
men,  "  The  Jesuits  had  become  the  confessors  of  almost  all  the  monarchs  in  cveTV 
catholic  country  in  Europe  :  a  function  of  no  small  importance  in  any  reign,  but,  under 
a  weak  prince,  superiof  to  that  of  a  minister.  They  were  the  spiritual  guides  of  almost 
every  person  eminent  for  rank  or  power ;  they  possessed  the  highest  degree  of  confi- 
dence and  interest  with  the  papal  court,  as  the  most  zealous  and  able  champions  for  its 
authority ;  they  possessed  at  different  periods,  the  direction  of  the  most  considerable 
courts  in  Europe ;  they  mingled  in  all  affairs,  and  took  part  in  every  intrigue  and  revo- 
lution." They  acquired  wealth  and  power.  "  Unhappily  for  mankind,  their  vast 
influence  has  been  often  exerted  with  the  most  fatal  effects.  They  sought  to  exalt 
ecclesiastical  power  on  the  ruins  of  civil  government.  They  incessantly  stirred  ap 
against  the  Protestants,  all  the  rage  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  persecutions."  And  yet 
all  these  people  were  professed  christians,  who  claim  pre-eminently  tlie  doctrine  of 
loving  even  enemies ! 

Prjestocracy  is  estiblished  under  'the  Grand  Lama,  the  sovereign  pontiff  or  high 
priest  of  Thibetian  Tartars.  This  hierarchy  influences  much  of  Asia.  It  has  its 
thousands  of  priests.  The  Lama  is  worshipped  by  the  Tartars,  most  of  whom  con- 
sider him  their  god.  Even  the  Emperor  of  China  acknowledges  him  in  his  peculiar 
faith  capacity,  one  of  the  weakest  things  in  that  ruler.  His  worshippers  prostrate 
themselves  before  him.  He  has  unlimited  power  in  his  dominions.  The  inferior 
Lamas  are  the  head  priests.  The  country  is  filled  with  priests,  to  whose  support  Tar- 
tary  and  India  contribute.  Among  their  errors,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  transmigration  of 
the  soul. 

This  peculiar  faith  is  of  thousands  of  years  standing,  and  has  temporal  and  spiritual 
influence.     Here  is  the  sublime  of  imposition  on  the  human  mind. 

The  Roman  faith  seems  to  be  assimilated  in  its  superstitions,  so  that  Asia  has  not 
only  furnished  the  books,  but  even  the  rites  and  ceremonies,  &c. 

In  what  does  the  balance  of  the  world  peculiar  worship,  differ  essentially  from  this  1 
It  is  all  superstition. 

What !  says  the  Protestant.     Yes,  Mr.  Protestant,  you  are  estopped  by  your  brother 
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Lama  priestocracy,  on  your  own  position  at  the  very  first  question  of  faith.  Do  yoa 
not  require  this  article  as  essential  to  your  worship,  and  how  dare  you  hypocriticaMy 
deny  it  to  the  whole  world,  if  you  pretend  to  be  sincere  ? 

It  matters  not  what  be  their  rites  and  ceremonies.  You  accuse  them  of  worship^ 
ping  idols  of  wood  !  You  are  worshippers  of  idols  of  fiction.  Your  God  has  been  in 
dust  more  than  eighteen  hundred  years,  you  affirm  by  statements  that  unequivocally 
prove  it. 

What,  sir,  is  the  material  difference  between  dust,  and  that  which  will  be,  in  the  lapse 
of  time  ? 

You  may  sophisticate  all  pagan  peculiar  worships  as  you  and  your  priestocracy  can, 
still  your  quagmire  cannot  be  different  from  the  balance. 

It  will  take  lengthy  volumes  to  tell  of  all  the  priestocracies  of  the  world.     They  are 
the  soul   of  all  corrupt  peculiar  faith,   that  engendered  sectarianism  at  its  concep- 
tion.    What  must  have  been  its  crimes  at  birth,  and  at  its  maturity  ?     Judaism  was  a  ' 
lonely  scion  from  the  older  dynasties,  and  she  is  about  to  be  the  mother  of  a  prolific 
offspring. 

But  each  claims  to  be  a  peculiar  reformist,  still  all  are  alike.  In  what  does  one  excel 
the  other  ?  All  are  superstitious.  In  what  did  the  Roman  and  Arian  disputants  dif- 
fer ?  Power  of  the  Latins  decided  for  them,  and  disgraced  the  excluded  Arians,  by 
banishment. 

Then  arises  the  Greek  on  the  Roman  church,  as  its  "  patriarch,  who  procured  the 
deposition  of  another  oflicial  of  Jerusalem,  was  solemnly  excommunicated  by  the  patri- 
arch. These  churches  have  insuperable  hatred  toward  each  other."  All  must  see  that 
they  are  just  what  their  priestocracies  have  made  them.  *'  The  faith  of  the  Greek 
church  is  greatly  corrupted  in  Turkey,  being  little  better  than  a  heap  of  ridiculous  cere- 
monies and  absurdities.'* — Buck, 

The  patriarchates  arc  sold-  to  the  highest  bidder.  Is  it  worth  a  moment's  reflection, 
to  know  that  the  Greek  church  has  had  its  sectarianism  too?  Superstition,  pecu- 
liar faith,  sectarianism,  bigotry,  sophistry  and  fanaticism,  are  all  an  ignoble  family, 
that  delights  in  crime,  vice,  oppression  of  the  world.  They  characterize  the  Roman 
church. 

"  This  church  has  followers  that  affect  extraordinary  piety  and  devotion,  but  had  lit- 
tle of  the  power  of  vital  religion,  having  many  follies  and  superstitions. '' — Buck. 

What  have  not  these  worthy  priestocracies  done  ? 

"  The  first  crusade  was  determined  on,  in  the  council  of  Clermont,  in  1095.  In  this 
assembly  the  name  of  pope  was  for  the  first  time  given  to  the  head  of  the  church,  exclu- 
sively of  the  bishops,  who  used  to  Assume  that  title." 

'^  The  council  of  Rheims,  in  11 18,  restrained  bishops,  deacons,  sub-deacons,  monks, 
and  nuns,  from  marrying.  In  this  council  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was  decided." 
Were  the  councils  divine  ?     If  not,  tliey  were  clearly  knaves  and  impostors, 

"  In  the  council  of  Sutrium,  in  1046,  three  popes  who  had  assumed  the  chair  were 
deposed." 

Plutarch,  de  Iside,  says,  "  At  a  certain  period,  all  the  Egyptians  have  animal  gods 
painted.  The  Thebans  are  the  only  people  who  do  not  employ  painters,  because  they 
worship  a  god  whose  form  comes  not  under  the  senses,  and  cannot  be  represeuted." — 
Volney^s  Ruins, 

The  ministers  of  the  God  of  the  universe  are  truly  to  be  admired,  as  Washington,  the 
father  of  his  country. 

But  the  world  needs  a  priestocracy,  an  adventitious  aid,  that  may  be  turned 
against  it! 

What  protects  the  world,  but  its  possession  of  exact  science  ?  In  days  of  ignorance, 
while  mind  becomes  perverted  and  servile,  all  kinds  of  usurpation  are  arrogated  by 
those  in  power.  Then  a  Caius  Caesar  can  make  himself  a  god,  and  not  wait  for  a  pos- 
thumous apotheosis.  The  pretended  patrons  of  learning,  who  subsidize  court  parasites 
and  flatterers,  instead  of  being  the  protectors  of  science,  are  the  corrupters,  forging  the 
fountains.  What  is  the  fifth  chapter  of  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  but  like  all  the  bible 
priestcraft,  to  get  the  people's  effects  1  Do  not  still  persibt  in  your  old  errors,  to  make 
out  so  erroneous  a  consistency.  You  adopted,  thoughtlessly,  without  investigation,  all 
your  church-membership  and  creed,  as  you  thus  sincerely  believed  what  an  ignorant, 
stupid,  and  corrupt  priestocracy  told  you. 

They  had  sinister  views  in  the  trade,  trick,  secrets,  mysteries,  enigmas,  prophecies, 
and  miracles  of  peculiar  faith. 

The  whole  dynasty  of  priestocracy  block  the  whole  game. 

What  can  the  world  do  with  its  follies  and  corruptions,  if  it  blindly  embrace  them  % 

The  conception  of  the  messiahship  of  Christ  bespeaks  the  low  idea  of  priestocracy 
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all  the  time;  nothing  to  ennoble  or  bespeak  a  god ;  a  fiction  that  waa  hinuelf  of  tiiat 
order. 

It  is  time  that  the  world  had  its  due,  from  the  moneys  expended  for  despotisms  and 
usurpations,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  military.  Abolish  all  these.  The  felons  of  pecu- 
liar faith  are  counteracting  God's  decrees,  all  over  the  world,  for  their  peculiar  benefit. 
Advantage  is  taken  of  the  ignorant  mass,  who  know  not  the  first  principles  of  mind,  no 
more  than  their  blind,  stupid  misleaders.  What  baseness,  when  the  vassal  degraded 
presses,  of  degraded  felons,  assist  to  overwhelm  mind. 

What  is  the  difference  between  priest  and  preacher,  when  both  are  minister*?  None. 
But  our  priest  or  preacher  is  the  right  one!  Who  and  what  made  him  right?  Our 
peculiar  faith  and  peculiar  education.  Did  robbery  of  God^s  functions  do  thatl  Foi 
that  is  the  position  of  peculiar  priestocracies.  Of  all  corruptions  and  lies,  the  priestoc- 
racy  and  gospels  are  the  worst — ^built  up  to  uphold  the  most  blasphemous.  Do  not 
these  men  deify  despots,  all  mortals ;  then,  can  they  render  sacred  their  books,  one  step 
more  in  crime  of  blasphemy  1 

But  the  people  of  the  world  are  good,  easy  souls ;  none  take  the  trouble  to  investi' 
gate  for  themselves.  The  priests  may  preach  all  that.  The  people  view  their  bible  as 
that  of  their  fathers',  and  that  is  enough !  This  would  never  have  extricated  them 
out  of  the  first  barbarian  age  of  the  world.  Are  the  people  asleep  to  their  own 
best  interests  ?  But  they  are  excited  against  rational  investigators,  who,  if  they  set 
them  right,  in  truth  as  in  God,  are  not  they  their  friends,  and  the  friends  to  rational 
religion  ] 

People  do  not  know  what  they  are  doing,  when  they  follow  priestocracies.  Hare 
you  read,  or  investigated,  freemen  1    It  is  your  duty  to  do  both,  most  understandingly. 

The  priestoci*acies  beg  your  faith,  that  is,  for  you  to  stultify  yourself,  your  mmd. 
They  cannot  take  that  citadel,  if  you  do  justice  to  it  and  God  ;  that  is,  if  you  culti?ate 
rational  religion,  the  highest  duty  to  mind  and  God. 

The  priestocracies  have  not  a  proper  comprehensive  conception  of  God,  nor  pare 
zeal  in  preaching  the  truth. 

Are  you  the  representative  of  a  blasphemous  priestocracy  1 

Will  you,  pulpit-man,  trifle  your  soul  away,  with  such  trash  ?     Do  you  libel  God? 

Is  the  people  the  great  leviathan,  with  hook  in  jaw,  misled  by  the  priestocracy  ?  The 
people  must  war,  in  direct  antagonisms.  Those,  whose  profession  is  for  false  pretences, 
should  be  convicted  therefor.  Such  is  the  character  of  the  human  mind,  that  becomes 
fixed  on  any  one  opinion  or  prejudice,  through  ignorance,  that  be  it  a  dynasty  of  error 
or  not,  so  it  be  a  dynasty,  you  must  not  touch  it,  right  or  wrong.  What  is  the  dynasty 
of  priestocracy,  but  swindling  ?  Did  the  people  know  how  to  analyze  this  subject,  or 
have  they  done  it,  if  they  did  know  ? 

Oppose  the  dynasty,  and  you  are  opposed  powerfully  in  proportion  to  its  inflaence, 
right  or  wrong.  If  your  acts  agree  with  that  dynasty,  no  matter  what  it  is,  all  is  weU, 
you  are  welcomed  ;  but  if  you  war  upon  it,  however  right  you,  and  wrong  it,  still  you 
are  warred  upon  by  its  power,  clan,  and  clique  retainers. 

But  you,  for  your  peculiar  policy,  affect  that  God  should  be  sought,  through  interme- 
diate means.     The  best  way  to  exalt  man,  is  to  bring  him  directly  before  God. 

But  do  you  believe  that  faith  people  can  mislead  you  ?  That  is  the  most  verdant 
position,  when  you  yourself  permit  this. 

Devils  are  only  the  creations  of  perverted  minds. 

What  a  hopeful  set,  the  prophets  and  priests. 

Thousands  of  these  have  fashioned  the  Old  Testament ;  tens  of  thousands  of  pnlpit 
people  have  sustained  it,  while  thousands  of  despots  have  aided.  Can  you  trust  your- 
self in  the  keeping  of  such  a  band  ? 

All  the  pulpit  preachers  have  to  carry  with  them  a  peculiar  god,  as  if  they  had  the 
God  of  the  universe.  What  miserable  bigotry  and  fanaticism,  that  cannot  permit  them 
to  see  how  stupid  is  their  analysis. 

All  messiahs  and  priestocracies  are  lost  at  the  commencement  of  God^s  operation^ 
as  the  most  contemptible  of  all  machinery,  to  becloud,  befog,  or  defraud  mind,  the 
beneficiary. 

But  you  cannot  head  the  priestocracy  about  the  authenticity  of  their  bibles,  if  yoo, 
good  easy  souls,  permit  them  to  lay  down  for  granted  their  own  premises. 

They  take  up  a  partial,  not  comprehensive  authenticity  of  scriptures,  and  tell  yon 
that  Christ^s  existence  and  performance  of  miracles,  are  as  well  established  as  any 
piece  of  history,  for  here  is  the  testimony  of  the  four  Evangelists,  declaring  them  to 
be  saints  canonized.     All  that  is  story,  not  history.  . 

Who  made  them  saints  ?  Man,  in  his  power  ?  The  saintship  belongs  to  God.  Here, 
at  once,  is  imposition  vile. 
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But  this  is  extraordinary  matter  and  must  be  met  rightly,  not  by  the  mere  assertion 
of  the  pulpit-man,  who  knows  no  more  than  you — and  reads  from  fictions  that  are  not 
even  respectably  endorsed  for  an  intellectual  freeman  ! 

This  age  of  science  cannot  be  satisfied,  that  superstition  and  its  perjury  should  answer 
ibr  religion. 

The  man  of  God  is  to  be  appealed  to.  Who  is  that  man  ?  Let  him  prore  himself 
divine  or  otherwise. 

If  there  be  children  of  God,  is  the  rest  heathen  ?  Who  are  the  first  ?  Impostors 
and  assumers.  Who  created  the  last  ?  The  priests  have  deceived  ignorant  women  and 
children.  Go  and  locate  among  church-bigots,  if  you  wish  to  see  for  yourself,  the 
curses  of  society. 

I  have  given  audience  to  all  practicable,  and  sought  every  opportunity  to  hear  the 
whole  tribe  and  profession,  of  vindicating  their  proper  position,  but  as  they  had  not  the 
elements  they  could  not  do  so.  They  cannot  do  so  afler  a  full  maturity  of  time.  I 
will  retire  from  that  pulpit-nudience  after  I  get  through,  convert  as  I  am,  to  rational 
religion. 

You  talk  about  mind  not  going  direct  to  God,  who  gives  all  living  beings  his  grace  ? 
How  is  it  with  priestocracics  and  messiahs,  that  are  really  so  degraded  in  superstition 
that  they  cannot  look  pure  religion  in  the  face  ?  Are  these  fit  to  approach  God  ?  As 
liberal  as  we  can  be  in  all  this  matter,  still  any  party  that  trespasses  on  the  rights  of  the 
world,  might  be  subject  to  the  penitentiary,  knowing  their  pretences  to  be  false.  Can 
you  get  a  fair  and  impartial  tribunal,  at  all?  The  partisans  are  pledged  to  their 
Bide. 

They  do  not  act  in  good,  but  in  peculiar  faith,  and  that  universally  condemns  them. 

Consecrate  the  temple  of  mind  to  religion,  science,  philosophy,  truth,  and  universal 
brotherhood,  then  you  will  renounce  peculiar  faith  and  all  its  inherent  sectarianism. 

All  are  students  while  on  earth,  now  dare  the  pulpit-men  pollute  it,  with  unhallow- 
ed peculiar  faith  ? 

Why  is  the  pulpit  the  means  yielded  by  the  people  to  hear  the  truth  so  absurdly  pol- 
luted, by  fanatics,  who  claim  an  extreme  indignation  against  all  those  who  disbelieve 
them. 

Fanaticism  of  the  pulpit  is  seen  in  bitter  denunciations.  Usurpation  of  the  people's 
mind^s  rights,  eventuates  in  their  proscription.  They  have  been  regarded  as  the  vulgar 
crowd,  by  mere  usurpers.     Where  is  the  hope  of  correction  1 

In  the  rising  generation  of  rational  mind,  old  customs  of  peculiar  faith,  dogmatic 
bigotry  and  fanaticism,  are  hard  to  be  eradicated.  But  all  duty,  with  proper  spirit,  wili 
rectify  through  the  potency  of  rational  mind.  > 

Christ,  yon  say,  is  identified  with  the  priestocracy — ^that  is  the  fact ;  at  the  Same  time, 
the  God  of  the  universe  is  not  complicated  at  all  with  them,  who  have  their  peculiar 
gods  as  a  peculiar  people. 

Mind  perverted  has  made  Christianity,  Judaism,  and  all  other  pagan  peculiar  faith  of 
the  world,  what  it  is. 

To  call  that  religion  which  is  peculiar  faith,  is  a  base  prostitution  of  the  word  and 
language. 

The  pulpit-man  assumes,  as  if  he  had  thoroughly  analyzed  mind,  when  he  has  not 
touched  the  subject. 

The  rabid  fanatic  rants  in  the  pulpit,  and  tells  us  that  all  the  works  on  the  bibles  of 
tradition  have  been  refuted.  He  knows  he  lies,  and  wishes  to  estop  all  inquiring  minds 
from  appropriate  investigations.  Will  you  believe  him :  are  you  so  verdant  as  to  rely 
on  his  assertion,  when  he  stands  in  the  most  equivocal  position  ?  You  cannot  get  him 
to  the  only  thing  rational  mind  should  do,  namely,  reason,  for  then  he  fiies  to  the  false  pre- 
tence of  faith — credulity.  Can  you  expect  the  truth  from  a  pulpit-priest?  It  is  their  assum- 
ed privilege  to  claim  mysteries.  They  will  and  must  lie  outrageously,  else  they  could  not 
deceive  the  people  so  exceedingly.  The  preachers  ought  not  deceive  women  and 
children. 

The  priestocracy  could  not  govern  Palestine — ^they  had  not  mind  to  unite  Israel  and 
Judah,  much  less  the  world.     A  brotherhood  is  heathen,  to  such. 

Jerusalem  was  the  centre  of  that  country,  in  regard  to  priests  and  kings,  yet  what 
advantage  did  she  furnish  all  1 

No,  the  ancients  know  not,  nor  do  the  moderns  take  heed,  as  mind  is  vassal  with 
mind. 

The  world  has  idly,  stupidly,  ignominiously,  left  undisturbed,  as  if  entrusted  divinely 
in  the  hands  of  the'  priestocracies,  all  matters  of  faith,  as  if  the  people  were  utterly 
incompetent  to  perform  the  functions  of  mind,  the  beneficiary  of  religion.  That  is  the 
people's  duty,  as  it  is  mind's  functions. 
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Can  we  expect  the  pampered  priestocracy  to  stop,  as  if  cooTicted  of  error,  onlesi 
mind's  tribunal  force  it  to  that  unpleasant,  but  certain  category  ? 

How  much  longer,  citizens,  shall  society  be  swayed,  under  the  tyranny  of  ignorant, 
bigoted  mind  ? 

Mind  has  outlived  the  priests'  crocodile  gods — ^the  murder  of  children  by  them,  by 
£re  !     It  will  survive  all  the  pagan  idolatry. 

The  most  fascinating  is  power,  now,  and  all  its  influences  over  the  government  of 
mind. 

The  Egyptian  learning,  was  building  pyramids  in  part.  For  whati  Better  had 
mind  been  liberated  from  the  curses  of  their  priestocracies. 

But  the  preachers  go  against  the  unbeliever  or  disbeliever.  It  is  their  duty  to  prore 
their  gospel,  so  that  an  honest  mind  may  believe  candidly  and  honorably,  else  they  &re 
estopped  forever  in  advancing  their  unendorsed  doctrine,  much  less  in  inveighing  against 
the  last,  even  skeptics,  as  they  affect.  Christians  are  the  last  to  speak  of  l^hevere, 
unless  they  prove  signs. 

But  then,  what  is  the  world  to  do  if  all  this  gospel  goes  by  the  board  ?  The  ques- 
tion 18  not  at  all  with  the  world,  which  God  governs  as  the  Creator's  best  right  and 
duty,  but  with  the  priestocracy,  that  are  all  to  be  estopped  with  their  estopped  gospel* 
unproved  and  unendorsed.  The  gospel  had  been  estopped  long  ago,  if  the  priestocracy 
had  not  to  go  therewith ! 

Who  are  the  priestocracies,  that  they  should  deceive,  oppress,  or  crush  niiod  ?  The 
mouth-organs  of  the  ancients,  the  priestocracy  could  direct  public  sentiment  as  it  cbo^ 
nearly ;  but  how  is  it  now?  The  conservative  revolution  of  the  world  and  mind,  has 
materially  changed  for  the  better. 

The  priestocracy  absolutely  controlled,  at  one  time,  the  ancient  world.  The  patri- 
archs of  the  Jews  governed  thus  their  families,  and  finally,  the  whole  nation. 

This  is  the  party  most  unprincipled  in  all  matters  that  conflicted  with  their  self-inter- 
ests, that  mind  is  required  to  bow  to  and  reverence  I  The  ofiicials  and  functionaries  of 
the  priestocracy,  got  up  their  Israel itish  government,  a  curse  to  the  whole  people. 

Have  mercy  on  the  priestocracies  :  let  them  all  have  mercy  on  themselves  and  the 
world.  We  have  no  animosity  or  ill-will  to  them,  but  we  act  for  the  principles  of 
patriotism.  Some  of  my  best  friends  are,  or  were  in  the  church.  But  we  cannot  let 
oflf  the  bible  of  tradition-man  easily.  The  priestocracy  bibles  of  tradition  are  too  small 
an  affair  for  me  :  I  seek  the  universal  good  of  mankind — of  the  world.  But  for  tbenu 
public  opinion  would  have  become  much  more  enlightened,  and  had  better  regulated 
itself.     I  wish  to  be  right,  and  therefore  discuss  this  matter  openly  and  candidly. 

How  disgusting  is  pulpit  sophistry,  how  ingenious  yet  worthless.  But,  O  preachers, 
how  vain  are  your  babblings  I  How  miserable  your  pretences,  how  false,  yet  how  fair. 
they  seem.  You  pretend  to  prove  your  position — ^your  scriptures — ^you  ought  not  to 
open  them,  the  way  you  proceed.  Stop  all  such,  and  spend  the  time  more  usefully  to 
your  race,  mankind. 

The  world  has  seen,  without  redress,  the  inutility  and  degradation  of  bibles  of  tradi- 
tion. It  was  an  anomaly,  destitute  of  proof,  that  it  felt.  These  bible-men  are  beyond 
decent  responsibility  in  rational  mind,  as  they  feel  justified  by  the  djmasty  of  supersti- 
tion and  sophistry,  to  utter  all  such  falsehoods — for  mind  has  been  stultified  and  crushed 
under  their  weight.  We  should  never  leave  it  in  the  province  of  any  functionary  of 
priestocracy,  to  attempt  to  supersede  mind.  Have  they  ingenuously  given  to  mind  its 
rights  ? 

Better  had  it  been  for  the  world  a  billion  of  times  that  the  priestocracy  had  never 
existed,  with  all  their  accursed  machinery  of  messiahships,  &c.  Priestocracy  cannot 
conceive  at  all  of  religion,  as  all  peculiar  systems'  men  run  into  peculiar  faitb-estinia- 
tion.  The  benefits  of  pure  thoughts  of  religion  cannot  be  put  by  them  above  all  impure 
dynasties.  They  are  so  bigoted  and  prejudiced,  tliat  it  is  most  difficult  to  get  them  to 
reason  even  on  the  subject.  They  must  leave  the  profession,  the  first  position  of 
reason.  They  have  sought  to  teach  world  by  the  old  exploded  books,  and  can  hear 
to  nothing  like  reason. 

The  world  needs  rational  books  and  teachers,  not  the  reverse. 

What  low  morals  the  Jews  had  under  the  priestocracy,  who  were  accorsed  as  a  body 
by  their  own  fraternity,  as  destitute  of  morals  and  truth.  The  priestocracy  may  affect 
extraordinary  concern  for  souls,  but  the  world  is  identified  with  its  good,  and  will  secure 
it  when  appreciated. 

Who  would  not  glory  in  exposing  priestocracy  felony  1 

All  such  will  be  exposed  properly  by  those  not  indebted  to  the  loaves  and  fishes  of  thf 
church,  or  unchanged  by  its  morals.  All  the  rabbis,  muftis,  priestocracies,  are  to  be 
scouted  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
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Now  let  us  see  whether  the  world  is  hypocritical  to  discard  untried  the  bible  of 
lind,  or  will  discuss  rationally  its  merits.  By  keeping  the  rest  of  the  world  straight^ 
ou  are  apt  to  be  kept  so. 

The  peculiar  god  of  priestocracy  is  any  and  everything  every  day,  that  that  dynasty 
kooses.  At  first,  he  has  permitted  man  to  fall.  The  priests  must  atone  for  him. 
'lien  the  covenant  of  patriarch  priests.  Then  comes  a  second  covenant.  All  cove- 
[iots  of  priests.  And  sufficient  explanations  can  be  given  as  are  available  to  the 
ru'stocracy. 

What  can  you  do  with  the  bigots,  that  have  no  exaltation  of  soul  or  character,  whose 
liiul  is  not  open  to  rational  education  or  couvictiun  ?  It  is  a  hopeless  chance  when 
ou  Sep  men  avoid  rational  discussion.  The  pulpit-mcn  do  this,  pick  up  isolated  points 
etore  their  audience,  as  if  they  presented  the  facts. 

Any  one  that  proscribes  mind,  the  beneficiary,  from  all  due  investigation,  is  recreant 
3  J<).>>tice,  honor,  truth,  virtue,  and  mind  itself;  above  all,  religion.  The  priestocracy 
ro^.Tibe  even  all  books  that  reflect  light  on  the  science  of  religion. 

The  people  could  not  even  get  suitable  books  to  read  up  to  the  light  of  the  age* 
V[.rols  lake  the  greatetit  trouble  to  make  the  world  hate  and  despise  tliem.  Their  name 
vill  go  down  to  posterity  with  its  deepest  execration  and  contempt. 

If  it  were  not  a  world  of  priestocracics  and  bigots,  we  should  be  perfectly  astonished 
hut  there  was  the  least  foundation  for  a  messiab.  Who  ever  thought  of  such  things 
mt  priests  and  preachers  ? 

I»  a  priest  anything  else  than  a  priest?  Can  you  make  anything  out  of  them  but 
)riestly  bigots  ? 

'I'hey  affect  to  claim  all  under  their  bibles,  that  explanation  can  make  to  suit,  because 
;he  people  mention  the  wants.  There  are  some  minds  too  rational  for  the  frauds  of  the 
»ri*'.st()cracy  to  be  imposed  on  them. 

What,  pulpit^men,  will  yon  gospelize  falsehoods,  and  legalize  all  the  injuries  resulting 
therefrom  ?  Are  yon  possessed  of  rational  minds  going  to  let  the  priestocracy  forever 
dverwhelm  your  life-rights,  and  laugh  at  you?  Are  you  permitting  advantages  to 
rhurchi  Where  is  the  religion  in  all  this?  Is  this  fair  and  honorable?  It  may  be 
christian. 

Are  you  afraid  to  look  the  priestocracy  or  death  in  the  face?  Shall  a  foolish  or 
designing  pulpit  man  allay  your  superstitious  fears — ^like  an  ostrich,  stick  your  eyes  in 
the  bush  ?  Carry  out  legitimate  deductions.  But  some  of  the  dupes  of  the  world 
prefer  that  false  position,  for  fear  it  would  upset  priestocracy,  the  very  essential  objec- 
tion. If  you  attempt  to  answer,  it  must  not  be  partially,  but  all,  and  that  decides 
against  you  at  once.  The  priestocracy  under  the  old  regime,  however  exploded,  are 
.K'lually  shamed  by  creation^s  works  of  a  Creator  proved.  This  position  will  stop  the 
fraud,  violence,  and  usurpation  of  the  nations  of  the  world.  None  but  the  priestocracy 
could  have  ever  made  a  peculiar  god,  and  bent  all  their  followers  to  their  peculiar 
Mews.  The  world  should  be  particularly  indebted  for  all  exposures  of  its  frauds  and 
unpositions ;  but  can  one-fourth  of  the  whole  world  appreciate  truth  ?  IIow  then  can 
It  reflect  the  true  faith  ?  It  must  be  the  faith  of  the  prevailing  dynasty.  The  world 
must  have  a  head,  if  it  be  a  demagogue,  a  radical  bigot!  It  is  astonishing  to  see  with 
whit  tenacity  bigots  will  cleave  to  superstition  and  its  bibles,  after  all  have  been  most 
conclusively  exploded.  Does  a  superstitious  bigot  ever  reason  ?  He  would  rather  be 
a  devil  worshipper,  and  have  his  old  exploded  trash  of  a  bible,  than  seethe  brilliant 
word  of  God  in  the  mighty  orbs  of  the  universe.  You  cannot  beat  such  out  of  his 
head,  because  he  has  been  told  so,  that  a  senseless  book  or  bible  of  tradition  is  the  word 
of  God,  when  it  is  positively  the  word  of  men,  who  have  got  the  nearest  to  be  devils 
incarnate.  God  has  only  left  his  word  where  priestocracy  cannot  disfigure,  alloy,  coun- 
terfeit, or  pollute  it.  They  would  do  so  soon  enough,  if  they  could.  Yes,  but  the  casuist 
may  pretend  that  my  opmion  is  worth  no  more  than  the  opinion  of  tlie  rest  of  the 
world. 

1  speak  of  fixed  facts,  not  opinions.  What  is  the  supreme  universal  standard  to  a 
free  iiiind,  but  that  of  rational  faith,  granted  by  the  Almighty  himself,  the  only  head 
sUndard.     Parties  and  partisans  that  are  committed,  are  not  disposed  to  yield  readily. 

The  first  thing  the  pulpit  people  have  to  do,  is  to  prove  their  position  by  the 
aathenticity  of  their  bibles  ;  if  tliey  do  not,  they  and  their  bibles  ought  and  will  fall 
toiTcther,  in  justice  to  truth,  the  emanation  of  Deity.  All  such  bibles  must  be  subor- 
dinate to  religion. 

Preaching  is  a  contingency,  and  as  long  as  peculiar  faith  lasts  may  never  secure  the 
respectable  majority  of  the  world.  Sectarians  seek  to  get  the  cream  of  the  land  in  all 
ages  and  countries,  wad  the  advocates  of  sectarianism  affect  to  be  the  most  meritorioiiBy 
through  social  offices,  the  best  in  the  land. 
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Why  is  rational  discassion  of  all  this  subject,  even  to  reading  of  both  sides,  proienbe^ 
the  world  by  the  clergy  ? 

Is  the  credulous  world  to  be  its  servant  forever  ? 

Whose  fault  is  it  that  the  world  is  kept  in  abeyance  to  this  ignoble  subject  ?  It  is 
not  my  fault,  as  I  have  besought  the  pulpit  people  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the 
scriptures,  or  be  etefnally  silent  thereon.  Let  the  people  demand  this,  or  demand  an 
exposure  of  all  impostors.  I  could  not  obtain  justice  ;  it  is  the  miserable  and  abomina- 
ble servitude  of  the  human  mind,  held  in  the  aeepest  vassalage  to  superstition.  Why 
do  preachers  back  out  from  the  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures  1  Would 
they  do  so  if  they  could  do  better  ?  Yet  how  much  sophistry  and  falsehood  are  eter- 
nally offered  the  world  instead  !  Will  the  stupid  mass  stop  their  infamous  falsehoods 
and  jugglery  1    Are  you  your  own  worst  enemies  ? 

The  world  is  full  of  intrigue,  and  this  department  is  saturated  with  it.  All  that  we 
can  do  in  this  world,  is  not  to  arrogate  a  supremacy  in  morals  or  religion,  for  our  own 
humble  selves,  but  to  denounce  all  peculiar  systems  and  their  advocates,  that  have  the 
elements  of  corrupting  the  world.  The  world  will  do  better,  if  all  such  elements  are 
abstracted,  and  pure,  honest  mind  is  left  to  its  intrinsic  capacity  of  seeing  its  light. 

Are  preachers  any  better  than  the  ancient  augurs  and  soothsayers,  the  Druids  ?  In 
what  respect ;  let  them  prove  that  particular  ?  O  but  if  I  affirm  anything  against  the 
position,  I  declare  God  a  liar !  Was  there  ever  such  logic  1  Who  but  priests  and  their 
vassals,  could  torture  logic  to  such  false  pretences !  It  is  only  proof  of  priests  being 
the  deepest  liars  and  felons.  The  God  of  the  universe,  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with 
such  cattle.  All  that  can  be  claimed  at  most,  is  a  peculiar  god,  that  the  world  does 
not  know. 

What  tricky  people  all  the  priestocracy  are.  They  fight  for  existence,  and  catch  at 
all  manner  of  expedients. 

Peculiar  faith  is  the  counterfeit  coin  of  the  priestocracy,  yet  these  worthies  can  des> 
cant  about  or  against  the  heathen.  What  peculiar  privileges  have  these  mcn-prophet» 
or  priests,  to  assume  to  be  the  world*s  counsellors,  &c.,  when  they  have  no  mission 
proved  ?  In  this  there  must  be  no  degraded  charlatanry,  not  to  see  what  the  mind 
needs ;  but  the  cause  of  the  priestocracy  is  not  that  of  God. 

The  story  of  Cain  killing  Abel,  was  to  fix  the  idea  that  the  ofierings  were  acceptable 
to  their  peculiar  god .    And  all  this  cause  of  murder,  is  the  false  pretence  of  the  priestocracy . 

All  this  bible  is  theirs,  not  the  people^s  nor  religion^s,  concocted  and  executed  by  them, 
brought  out  for  their  benefit,  and  all  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec.  This  is  part  of 
their  funds. 

The  priestocracy  are  a  libel  of  religion,  well  calculated  to  deceive  the  world  and  per- 
vert  mind,  unless  guarded  by  rational  education. 

Let  not  the  pulpit  people  say  what  sophistry  and  self  interest  prompt,  but  what  high- 
minded  truth  declares,  else  be  silent  conscientiously.  Better  had  some  never  been  bom, 
than  pervert  the  world  and  society  so. 

Settle  this  question,  at  once,  aiid  for  ever.  Infidelity  is  a  robbery,  that  is  the  cate> 
gory.  How  stupid  for  the  priestocracy,  to  advance  books  to  usurp  mind,  and  yet  ask 
mind  to  take  for  granted  their  false  pretences.  The  prophets,  as  a  great  part  of  tbu» 
body,  wrote  for  themselves,  and  availed  themselves  of  the  prevailing  order  of  things,  to 
maintain  power  and  the  impositions.  They  are  as  a  mere  candle,  whilst  the  sun  Bhines 
before  ii  in  its  broadest  glare. 

Priests,  or  all  that  presume  to  appropriate  for  granted  the  statements  of  bible  pre- 
tences, are  pirates  on  the  world. 

All  gospels  are  the  results  of  priestocracy. 

If  they  were  honest,  they  would  stop  their  own  sins,  the  roost  heinous  of  all.  Such 
go  to  the  pulpit  to  sophisticate  public  morals — ^rather  should  they  go  to  the  plough,  a 
more  honorable  business,  if  they  cannot  find  the  eligible  modes  of  teaching  rightly  the 
human  mind.  Nothing  equals  the  sophistry  of  the  priestocracy,  but  their  efirontery  and 
pretences.     What  else  but  the  deepest  corruption  of  the  world,  could  we  expect  of  thcin  ? 

Were  it  not  for  the  sophisticated  bigots  of  the  pulpits,  the  balance  might  proceed 
better.  In  them  is  a  miserable  degeneracy  of  false  teaching,  to  teach  the  mass  !  IIuw 
odious  !  Teach  the  mind,  and  then  the  errors  about  the  heart  would  die.  All  due  im- 
pressions are  to  be  made  in  the  mind.  Is  sophistry  to  do  it?  The  very  conduct  of 
priestocracy  proves  it  oflfensive  before  mind's  rights,  in  dissuading  from  rational  inves- 
tigation by  absurd  theories.  What  can  exceed  this  felonious  deceit  in  society  ;  such 
sinister  influences  ? 

liCt  not  the  world  be  swindled  all  around,  by  these  unprincipled  men ;  if  we  give  aJJ 
•the  pulpit  people  the  most  liberal  latitude,  even  more  than  they  ask,  and  take  iketn  ^s 
they  mean  in  the  pulpit,  most  literally,  not  metaphorically,  nor  explaining  away  any- 
Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


THE  DYNASTY  OF  THE  PKIESTOORACY.  8«8 

thing.  The  faith  of  the  priestocracy  begets  its  sophistry  enough.  Let  us  do  one  good 
in  life,  that  is,  cause  the  explosion  of  this  profession.  Those  of  you  that  are  affiliated, 
can  hardly,  as  self-interested,  decide  this  paramount  question,  as  honest  truth  demands. 

The  plan  of  Moses  did  not  make  the  Jews  intellectual  and  independent,  but  agnation 
in  abeyance  to  an  imperious  priestocracy  and  their  masses  rassal. 

What  confidence  can  we  have  in  any  such,  who  have  thus  prostituted  mind  ?  Priest- 
ocracy is  the  adjutant-general  or  chief  in  absolutism,  unworthy  of  trust,  as  an  usurper 
or  monopolizer  forever  of  popular  rights,  and  is  always  Jesuitical. 

How  long  will  the  priestocracy  seek  to  ignobly  maintain  their  ground  by  sophistry, 
instead  of  honorably  maintaining  the  pure  cause  of  religion  ?  We  can  m»t  be  converts 
to  any  but  God,  and  anticipate  with  the  most  satisfactory  complacency,  the  time  of  our 
final  change.  Who  would  for  all  the  wealth  of  the  world,  be  deprived  of  their  position 
in  regard  to  the  rational  faith,  in  adoration  of  the  only  perfect  God  ? 

The  pulpit  people  are  incompetent  and  faithless  to  the  trust  of  mind,  to  act  in  good 
faith,  to  speak  the  truth. 

Is  it  not  almost  a  waste  of  time  and  mind,  to  expect  true  thought  and  liberty,  for 
those  plodding  priests  and  politicians  to  appreciate  ? 

The  stupid  accrediting  the  minister's  sophistry,  that  God  could  not  be  found  out  with- 
out their  bible,  is  a  consummate  piece  of  assurance  in  these  pretenders,  ail  akin  with 
their  other  idle  and   vain  pretences  ;  when  the  God  of  the  universe  is  not  there. 

They  do  not  state  all  the  propositions,  and  their  people  are  stupidly  credulous,  and  call 
it  faith !  with  perfect  stupid  vassalage  of  mind.  The  priests  hide  their  secrets  in  their 
sanctuaries.     What  else  do  they  keep  there  ? 

How  base  is  it  in  them,  to  exclude  mind ;  how  degrading  not  to  revere  reason  ?  The 
greatest  fulmination  of  the  priestocracy  is  eternal  damnation  and  punishment. 

What  makes  the  loud  calls  of  the  preachers  1     Money. 

llow  corrupt  some  of  the  reviewers,  who  are  creatures  to  much  of  the  iniquities  of 
peculiar  faith. 

O  credulous  multitude,  do  not  be*afraid  to  say,  that  science  is  philosophy's,  is  mind% 
and  mind  Code's.  Priestocracy  has  helped  to  lighten  the  Chains  of  absolutism.  How 
have  these  worthies  acted?  The  way  to  get  out  of  their  difficulty,  has  been  to  make 
tlie  deceived  hold  on,  till  the  deceivers  are  out  of  the  way.  Most  actors  are  the  people, 
but  the  wire-workers  are  the  priestocrats.  Instead  of  reforming  man,  they  deform  tiieir 
go<l,  by  their  peculiar  pretences. 

It  has  not  entered  into  the  mind  of  man  to  conceive  the  iniquities  of  the  priestocracies. 

The  world  must  not  expect  the  priestocracy  to  change  first ;  it  has  to  do  that.  The 
priestocracy  have  corrupted  man  most  awfully.  They  have  made  him  hypocritical  by 
tinkering  w  ith  him,  and  produced  an  antagonism,  if  not  an  undying  enmity,  of  man  ^^ 
man,  almost  to  God. 

Is  it  reasonable  that  mind,  educated  rationally,  would  not  adopt  its  Creator,  wnom  to 
know  is  to  revere  beyond  all  others  ?  It  is  unreasonable  that  it  should  adopt  any  other. 
Wlicn  we  suspect  ourselves  as  being  too  severe  against  the  priestocracy,  let  us  ask 
ourselves  if  ever  these  monsters  in  human  shape  ever  relented  in  their  encroachments, 
most  foul,  on  human  rights  ?  If  they  ever  sacrificed  human  beings  to  appease  their 
angry  god  of  superstition,  bigotry,  and  bloody  sacrifice  ? 

At  the  start  the  wicked  priestocracy  of  the  world  vilified,  sacrificed  mind  ;  got  it  out 
of  the  way  for  their  mental  midwifery.  Mind  was  of  no  account,  of  no  force  with 
them.  It  had  been  put  into  leading-strings,  and  was  misled,  blinded  to  its  own  power, 
right  and  duty. 

Never  was  there  such  mental  vassalage  as  propagated  by  the  serfs  of  priestocracy. 

The  belief  of  gods,  or  a  peculiar  god,  was  inoffensive  enongh,  apparently,  but  it  had 
to  take  the  priestocracy  and  all  its  interests  along  with  it.  Wherever  priestocracy  are, 
false  capital  abounds. 

What  was  the  custom  of  all  the  other  priests,  soothsayers,  and  all  of  that  tribe  1  To 
lie,  and  make  capital  out  of  it.  The  sooner  this  senseless  and  stupid  humbuggery  is 
^ot  rid  of,  the  better ;  however  refined  its  superstition,  still  it  is  a  perjured  superstition. 
All  this  was  to  blind  by  the  collusion  of  the  priesthood,  whose  authority  was  upheld  by 
the  bibles  of  tradition.  Who  desires  priests !  None  but  the  victimized.  Theirs  is 
dangerous,  ruinous  error.     Do  you  side  with  the  priestocracy,  or  reason  1 

It  is  the  vocation  of  preachers  to  uphold  their  profession.  It  ought  primarily  to  be 
to  uphold  truth  and  honesty — religion. 

Instead  of  blessing  mind  by  the  richest  treasures  of  mind,  they  are  cursing  it  by  the 
deepest  devices  of  priestocracy. 

The  priests,  preachers,  and  their  vassals,  prate  about  infidelity,  and  you  would  think 
that  mind  and  reason,  guides  and  pilots  of  God  for  man,  had  conspired  against  them, 
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the  priests,  rather  than  that  they  had  done  it,  a  world's  age  against  the  worid.  Let  the 
priestocraey  alone  for  conservative  revolution.  They  are  adverse  to  the  noblest  dignity 
of  mind,  conspiring  in  fraud,  and  debased  in  iniquity  ;  are  not  trustworthy  for  mind  and 
reasoi^  as  they  are  traitors  to  their  noblest  interests.  Instead  of  freeing,  tbey  begin 
with  enslaving  it  to  the  worst  of  superstition  and  sophistry,  enough  to  ruin  a  soul, 
unless  the  God  of  the  universe  had  defended  it,  as  great  in  its  conservation  as  in  iis 
creation. 

Their  piratical  fanaticism  in  the  crusades  is  part  of  tlieir  world-history. 

The  priests  have  ruined  every  country  they  have  mastered,  as  Mexico,  Egypt,  Hin- 
dostan,  and  Spain.  Their  efforts  during  the  crusades  were  to  enslave  the  world,  but 
their  piractical  hordes  were  overwhelmed.  The  conservative  principles  of  God  vindi- 
cated themselves.  Theirs  is  the  conspiracy  against  mind  and  reason,  that  tbey  so 
ignominiously  hate,  as  standing  in  their  way. 

They  misrepresent  Deity,  mind  and  reason. 

For  these  noble  gifts  of  (lod  to  earth,  they  give  us  monomania  and  their  hell  in  theii 
heaven,  expelling  therefrom  their  angels  for  their  devils  ! 

The  bigot  is  joined  to  his  idols,  and  you  will  not  do  anything  with  him,, till  his  tem- 
poral  interest  moves  the  animal. 

You  cannot  find  his  soul  in  his  mind.  It  is  his  body  you  must  suspect.  We  do  not 
oppose  truthful  and  honest  people,  but  all  others. 

At  this  day.  With  all  the  light  of  science,  and  the  world  in  part  wide  awake  on  the 
devices  of  priestocraey,  we  cannot  get  the  truth  from  Rome,  where  miracles  are  now 
claimed,  so  prone  are  millions,  from  the  dark  ages  of  antiquity  to  the  present  times,  to 
all  the  forms  of  self-delusion.  What  a  power  and  influence  the  dynasty  of  the  priest- 
'ocracy  have  wielded. 

This  dynasty  tells  more  lies  about  faith,  than  all  the  world  does  about  the  balance  of 
the  subjects  of  the  world  ;  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  earthly  tyrannies.  It  will  not  let  the 
human  mind  reason.  The  following  has  been  advanced  as  the  income  of  the  Spanish 
clergy,  by  an  English  paper  :  • 

Tithes, i:i0,900,000 

Fees, 110,000 

Alms, 1,950,000 

Livings, 1,000,000 

Produce  of  church-yards, 600,000 

X' 14,560,000  annual  revenae. 

The  annual  expenditure  of  the  nation  is  JC7,000,000. 

The  world  has  surrendered  itself  to  this  ignoble  excrescence. 

Priests  have  tried  human  credulity,  to  see  how  far  they  might  tinker  with  the  human 
mind  ;  they  are  the  insidious  offshoots  of  absolutism,  a  dead  weight  to  the  world. 

The  after-thoughts  of  the  priestocraey  are  diametrically  opposed  to  the  fore- 
thoughts of  God ;  the  first  led  to  all  bibles  of  tradition,  the  last  to  tlie  creation  of  the 
universe. 

Wliat  kindness  can  the  priestocraey,  the  curse  of  bigotry,  show  to  the  world  1  \N1iy 
retain  them  ?     Bigotry  holds  fast  to  fanaticism.     We  do  nut. 

Human  nature  is  human  nature  still,  and  priestocraey  is  the  same  in  all  ages  and  all 
positions  of  oracles,  whether  thus  saith  Apollo,  Jupiter,  or  Jehovah.  It  is  all  one  on  the 
most  intelligent  and  truthful  analysis,  as  it  was  the  language  of  peculiar  priestocracies. 
If  the  priestocraey  be  not  just  and  truthful  to  man,  how  can  they  be  righteous  before 
God  ?     Let  the  ungodly  priestocraey  alone. 

The  protession  of  the  priestocraey  has  been  the  best  drilled  of  all  for  thousands  of 
years  :  it  is  the  oldest,  as  it  must  have  commenced  with  the  observation  of  the  elemeiu», 
leading  to  its  mighty  difficulties  in  superstition.  Let  us  strip  the  mantle  off  the^c 
hypocrites.  And  will  the  priestocraey  still  persist  in  bolstering  up  an  exploded,  all-per- 
jured book  1 

Where  can  they  find  their  locality  of  a  bottomless  pit  ?  Not  in  this  earth,  whence 
this  very  idea  originated,  as  from  volcanoes,  most  superstitiously,  of  course  most  igno- 
rantly.  The  density  of  the  earth  proves  its  solidity.  Why  should  you,  priestocraey, 
place  yourselves  in  antagonism  to  God  and  rationality  1  The  pope  can  get  the  cIti] 
government  yet  a  little  longer.  But  his  faith-government  is  rotten.  You  should  be 
silent,  if  your  dignity  will  permit. 

Are  you,  the  world-clique,  determined  to  see  nothing  ? 

The  pulpit-men  assume  everlastingly,  and  do  not  prove. 
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Tou  talk  of  Robespierre,  Marat,  and  Danton,  enemies  of  the  human  race,  to  hold  on 
to  your  rottenness  a  little  longer.  Did  not  the  dynasty  of  kings  and  priestocracies 
crush  the  mind  of  the  French  people  for  centuries,  brutalize,  degrade  and  bar- 
barize it? 

No  means  for  such  ungodly  collusion  or  collision  should  be  adopted,  or  lefl  available 
on  earth  by  mind,  that  regards  the  right  culture.  The  priestocracy  should  be  ashamed 
by  this  time,  of  continuing  such  felony  and  devices  to  defraud  their  fellow-men.  They 
should  resort  to  the  plough,  the  loom,  or  the  anvil,  as  an  honest  means  of  getting  their 
livelihood,  and  drop  all  such  idle,  false,  ungodly  pretences.  All  that  were  of  this  faith, 
that  sought  to  do  good,  will  abhor  this  as  the  means  to  do  so. 

If  the  priestocracy  persist  in  their  evil  ways,  let  the  others  serve  God  Almighty,  and 
seek  to  reach  the  pure  centre  of  purity  and  the  universe ;  but  let  the  world's  eyes  be 
upon  the  perjurers. 

Why  adhere  to  a  corrupt  system  of  peculiar  faith,  a  counterfeit  for  God?  If 
people  were  to  turn  to  their  own  mind-culture  and  business  to  the  proper  extent,  and 
let  God  manage  his  own  universe  as  he  desires,  the  world  would  be  properly  governed. 

The  dynasty  of  priestocracies  has  been  that  of  bullies,  sophists,  and  perjurers,  all. 
Has  monopoly  any  conscience  ? 

The  greatest  vassalage  is  caused  by  priestocracies. 

The  clergy  assumed  the  medical  profession.  What  did  they  not  do,  as  long  as  the 
people  permitted  them  ? 

Why  should  they  not  hold  to  all  the  influences  that  move  the  world  ?  Surgeons  ad- 
vocated that  the  royal  touch  cured  scrofula,  &c. !  Which  have  been  the  worst,  the 
meanness  and  sycophancy  of  th^  world,  or  the  pretences  of  priestocracy  ? 

The  sooner  you  get  out  of  your  bibles  of  tradition,  priests,  preachers,  and  dupes,  the 
better.  What  a  puerile  sycophancy  of  professors,  to  square  science  with  the  bibles  of 
ignorant  monkish  tradition  !  We  are  willing  to  recognise  and  appreciate,  in  all  profes- 
sors, all  that  they  can  personally  claim.  It  is  with  them  to  arrest  discussion  at  the 
desirable  point.     If  kings  can  do  no  wrong,  why  vtrill  not  the  priestocracy  assume  more  ? 

God  will  save  us,  if  our  minds  will  do  their  bounden  duty,  from  the  tyranny  and  se- 
duction of  the  priestocracy,  who  have  humbugged  and  tyrannized  over  the  world. 

Why  do  the  priestocracy  ask  of  freemen  to  degrade  themselves  to  superstition,  man- 
worship,  for  mere  pretences  ? 

We  think  that  fours-day  ought  to  be  abolished  as  superfluous,  as  there  are  so  many 
others,  since  it  propagates  bad  morals,  as  want  of  veracity,  a  serious  matter  indeed. 

All  time  employed  about  the  priestocracy,  comes  under  this  category  as  most  trifling. 
The  priests  and  preachers  must  know,  if  they  are  smart,  that  they  do  wrong. 

Tlus  is  the  age  that  presents  the  great  faculty  of  reading  them  thoroughly,  whilst  it 
is  supposed  very  verdant. 

When  the  world  speaks  righUy  on  this  subject,  the  priestocracy,  who  are  self-imposed 
impostors,  will  be  nowhere.  They  will  be  ashamed  of  the  light,  and  afraid  of  their 
own  shadows. 

Their  great  object  has  been  to  influence  mind  for  their  power,  &c.  All  power,  but 
of  the  people,  has  a  connective  link  dovetailed  into  each  other.  This  is  the  category 
and  solution  of  difficulties  to  be  overcome. 

While  all  professions  have  their  humbugs  more  or  less,  that  of  the  preachers  has  the 
more  especially,  for  it  is  all  humbug.  The  time  will  come  when  they  will  be  panic- 
struck,  in  real  danger.     These  ungodly  men  had  better  stop. 

Preachers,  or  church-people,  are  no  better,  at  the  best,  than  good  persons  out  of  the 
church  ?     Yes.     Prove  them  better. 

If  the  priestocracy  were  the  deposit  of  science  and  power,  they  have  betrayed  that 
trust.  When  convicted,  they  do  not  wish  to  be  convinced ;  they  do  not  wish  to  see 
right,  as  they  ever  misquote.  What  divine  rights  have  doctors  of  peculiar  faith,  to 
know  all  about  faith  ? 

What  unprincipled  opposition  malignant  bigotry  can  adduce !  The  edition  of  priest- 
ocracy is  analogous,  in  all  ages  and  places,  all  over  the  world.  They  seek  power,  im- 
pose on  the  superstitious,  increasing  ignorant  credulity  and  delusive  hopes,  causing  them 
to  be  unreasonable,  unjust  and  sophisticated,  making  themselves  the  impostors  of  the 
world. 

What  person,  in  his  senses,  will  knowingly  colleague  with  them  ?  Self-instituted 
impostors !     Can  fanatics  absolve  themselves  from  imposition  of  sin  ? 

Kesponsibility  should  attach  to  all  the  universe  or  creation.  Will  not  the  preachers 
and  priests  be  responsible  for  misleading  the  people  by  false  pretences  of  messiahship  ? 
They  have  run  riot  on  vassal  mind  long  enough.  It  is  time  that  all  such  frauds  be  ai- 
rested.    Do  you  aim  to  be  right  before  the  world  ? 
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We  may  expect  that  of  the  people,  but  how  of  the  priestooraey  in  faoe  of  6et»! 
They  seek  to  evade,  not  adopt  principles.     Their  system  is  bankrupt  in  principle. 

Much  of  the  world  assumes  to  decide  this  mighty  subject,  of  itself,  or  by  an  inter- 
ested priestocracy.  How  can  it  do  this  honorably,  without  investigation  and  proper 
analysis?  What  special  pleadings  have  there  been,  by  preachers  and  priests,  to  prop 
up  a  gone  cause. 

How  is  the  conservative  part  of  the  world  to  correct  them  ? 

How  can  we  get  a  hearing  before  bigotry  ?  Every  avenue  is  blocked  by  money,  in- 
fluence, power,  prejudice,  and  sophistry.  The  word  of  the  priestocracy  is  the  very  last 
that  ought  to  be  taken  on  this  subject,  as  their  self-interest  has  perverted  the  subject, 
for  centuries. 

The  means  of  the  priestocracy  are,  in  all  ages,  the  faith  of  superstition  ;  otherwiu 
they  had,  or  have,  no  existence.  Instead  of  teaching  mysteries,  let  science  teach  all 
in  the  tide  of  time.  It  is  the  priestocracy-influence  that  says  :  give  us  the  bible  of  tra- 
dition. The  word  peculiar,  belongs  to  the  priestocracy.  While  others  are  quick  to 
impose,  the  people  are  in  the  greatest  wrong  to  seek  the  imposition. 

What  country  should  be  the  refuge  of  culprits  for  murder  and  crime  ;  what  country 
should  be  the  receptacle  of  their  creeds  ?  Is  this  holy  writ  ?  The  world  yields  its 
power  to  a  set  who  gives  no  responsibility. 

Who  are  the  read  butchers  o(  social  life  and  happiness,  friendship  of  a  uoireraal 
brotherhood  ? 

Do  they  not  cover  defeat,  as  swindlers  of  popular  rights,  by  doctrines,  notoriously 
the  work  of  mind,  perverted  by  all  the  corruptions  of  faith  and  perjury  ? 

How  can  you  believe  the  priestocracy,  who  lie  about  religion,  fi^t  to  last,  all  the 
time? 

Fanatics  have  shut  out  the  light  of  reason  from  mind,  for  pretences  of  bibles.  What 
felony ! 

The  more  ignorant  the  bigot,  the  more  difficult  is  he  to  be  corrected.  W^hat  is  that 
faith  worth  that  pretends  that  people  the  worst  in  the  world,  at  death  can  be  pardoDe<i 
by  a  mere  act  of  the  priestocracy ! 

What  sin.  Confession  and  forgiveness !  What  crime  in  them  ?  What  a  world- 
nuisance,  to  be  noticed  in  rational  jurisdiction.  Reason  is  never  to  be  conspired  against 
by  any  earthly  priestocracy,  the  basest  blasphemers,  the  lowest  of  the  low.  What  do 
augury,  man-worship,  or  any  of  the  pagan  forms  of  priestocracy,  profit  the  world  ?  In- 
stead of  resisting  the  blind  infatuation  of  the  ignorant  multitude,  the  priestocracy  tuni 
deceivers  of  their  countrymen,  by  an  extortion  on  their  credulity,  and  profit  thereby,  at 
the  same  time  claiming,  by  excellence,  to  be  the  means  of  promoting  science  and  inven- 
tion in  the  world. 

The  priestocracy  have  been  the  most  degraded,  avaricious,  deluded,  and  ignorant. 
They  are  one  idea  people,  who  cannot  analyze  that  idea.  What  is  messiahship  brt 
priestcraft,  kept  afloat  by  all  kinds  of  world  delusion  and  iniquity  of  the  inquisition ; 
but  if  you  speak  what  you  know  of  false  pretences  of  the  priestocracy,  they  will  do 
their  worst  against  you,  as  you  expose  them  ?  These  professors  assume  that  their  pro- 
fession is  superior  to  the  mind,  even  the  soul.  At  whose  tribunal  is  the  re^)onsibibty  ^ 
At  God's,  W^hy  ?  By  right  of  creation.  The  priestocracy  play  into  each  other's 
hands.     Do  you  belong  to  their  dynasty  ? 

What  faith,  sustained  by  the  doctrine  of  bibles  of  tradition,  however  potent  supposed 
in  capacity  of  saving,  can  be  advanced  by  any  priestocracy,  with  sincere  declaration» 
of  infallibility  ?  All  their  peculiar  faith  is  ruinous  to  a  world^s  morals,  and  the  souls 
happiness.  When  this  profession  and  vassals  are  made  to  speak  of  it,  they  are  non- 
plused, and  do  not  wish  a  fair  investigation  or  rational  discussion  of  the  mysteries. 
The  priestocracy  have  kept  back  the  world  from  the  brightest  light,  the  true  analysts 
of  mind. 

Cato,  the  censor,  said  :  "  It  w^as  surprising  that  the  priests,  during  the  performance 
of  their  divine  service,  could  refrain  from  bursting  out  into  a  loud  laugh  in  the  faces  of 
their  congregation.^'     Is  the  perjury  less  ? 

The  sovereign  people  should  not  let  the  priestocracy  prejudice  tiiem.  When  faith  if 
mixed  up  with  government — as  in  China — and  absolute  dynasties,  what  a  hopeless 
chance  is  there  for  justice  to  mind  ! 

Bigots !  in  seeking  to  convert  others,  convert  yourselves  to  reason  and  truth ;  then 
you  will  see  justice  done. 

Ministers,  leave  that  pulpit,  seek  religion,  troth,  honesty,  and  God. 

The  people  are  fooled  to  death  by  their  priestocracy,  who  try  to  scare  them,  as  ▼««- 
•  0als,  from  reading  rational  books  of  religion.     What  treachery ! 

The  priestocracy  cannot  answer  them  honorably  and  fairly,  and  have  to  resort  to 
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absolute  falsehood  to  get  along.  What  miserable  pioas  frauds  are  now  being  committed 
to  the  world  in  all  peculiar  faiths. 

Were  it  not  for  the  power,  influence  and  pay,  the  world  would  long  ago  have  rejected 
this,  the  most  abominable  curse.  There  are  no  hopes  of  a  bigot  who  act^by  self- 
interest,  not  by  reason. 

Bat  for  collusion  of  the  priestocracy  and  their  vassals,  the  whole  of  this  fable  would 
be  done. 

No,  it  is  dovetailed  in  with  governments  of  usurpation,  of  whatever  hierarchy,  whe- 
ther protestant  or  not,  reeking  in  corruption.  To  pull  it  down,  you  must  pull  down  all 
absolute  governments. 

It  is  shameful  that  American  statesmen  should  uphold  anything  of  the  kind,  being 
bad  enough  for  the  vulgar  to  do  so.  Why  should  we  have  among  us  men  who  make 
false  statements  about  religion  ? 

You  rely  on  the  clergy  ?  Can  you  have  proper  confidence  in  them  interested  to 
millions  of  revenue  per  year,  that  increases  as  proselytes  increase  ?  Any  person  or 
bouk  that  proclaims  more  than  the  unity  of  God,  libels  him  most  blasphemously.  Jo- 
sephus  tells  that  Ide,  the  freed  woman  of  Decius  Mundus  of  Rome,  corrupted  and 
bribed  the  priests  of  Jsis  to  beguile  a  married  woman,  Paulina,  esteemed  a  lady,  to 
commit  adultery  with  Mundus,  under  the  disguise  of  the  god  Anubis,  for  Which  Tibe- 
rius ordered  the  priests  as  well  as  Ide  to  be  crucified,  and  the  temple  of  Isis,  &c.,  to 
be  demolished,  only  however  banishing  Mundus.  This  goes  to  prove  that  man,  priest, 
or  other,  is  liable  to  corruption  when  he  puts  himself  in  the  way,  which  he  does  by 
commencing  priest,  which  is  the  profession  o(  humbuggery. 

The  priestocracy  curse,  and  lie  in  that  curse.  What  a  position  of  the  class  assuming 
to  have  all  the  decency  and  truth,  to  be  the  greatest  liars  and  cursers  in  the  world,  that 
absolutely  requires  their  annihilation. 

What  does  the  world  wish  of  false  teachers?     All  their  doctrines  are  perjured. 

Are  not  the  preachers  concealed  infidels  ?  Do  not  some  just  believe  as  far  as  the 
money  goes  ? 

As  10  ^he  ancient  priestocracy,  we  may  not  really  blame  them  so  much,  considering 
the  disastrous  peculiarity  of  the  times,  that  shaped  mind  to  its  sway.  We  may  consider 
that  they  sought  to  escape  all  the  evils  of  past  martial  prowess,  when  slavery  or  death 
was  too  often  the  result  of  victory.  When  we  survey  the  scenes  of  desolation  of 
ancient  ruins,  we  can  best  appreciate  what  peculiar  faith  and  military  prowess  have 
done  in  their  reckless  fanaticism. 

The  Jews,  whose  pagan  bible  progeny  is  forced  on  us,  exterminated  whole  people 
of  all  ages  and  both  sexes. 

The  Romans,  whose  institutions  were  apparently  best  for  their  own  subjects  at  one 
time,  but  which  relapsed  into  the  most  abject  degradation  of  mind  eventually,  tyran- 
nized over  most  of  their  circle  of  power. 

They  spared  no  city,  if  expedient,  as  they  massacred  a  million  at  a  time  to  subdue 
it.  Military  despotism,  infuriated  by  fanatical  peculiar  faith,  carried  everything  before 
it.  The  result  of  paganism  of  the  whole  world  is  more  or  less  presented  us.  Will  the 
world  most  foolishly  continue  it,  the  result  of  undeveloped  and  vitiated  mind,  or  enjoy 
the  pure  religion  of  rational  mind. 

We  lose  valuable  time  on  bigots. 

Reformation  with  such  goes  on  too  slowly. 

Nothing  short  of  conservative  revolution  in  all  things,  will  meet  the  purposes  of 
creation. 

The  union  of  kings  and  priests  is  as  old  as  the  bible. 

Melchisedec  was  king  and  priest,  tyrant  enough  over  his  country ;  exclude  all  the 
modern  Melchisedecs. 

Creation  shames  man,  priestocracy,  about  their  bibles,  that  is  so  opposed  to  civiliza- 
tion. What  shall  the  world  think  of  those  who  mouth  the  scriptures  as  the  word  of 
God,  without  any  proof  at  all,  but  just  the  reverse  is  staring  them  in  the  face  of  the 
universe.  Analysis  proves  the  extreme  difliculty  of  escaping  the  net  of  the  corrupt 
priestocracy,  who  introduce  all  practicable  impediments,  and  not  the  first  one  true. 
Articles  of  faith  are  to  be  signed  in  England  even  by  the  clergy,  before  undertaking 
the  functions  of  that  faith.     That  is  the  act  of  perjury. 

Preachers  transgressing  the  noblest  principles  of  social  organization,  by  the  highest 
treason  to  God  and  man,  are  cloaked  up  by  their  partizans,  who  see  their  base  criminal 
designs  in  lust,  avarice  and  ambition,  telling  on  all  the  world  where  they  can  secure 
power.  How  important  is  this  thing  of  advice,  that  the  world  absolutely  needs.  That 
of  the  priestocracy  cannot  be  disinterested.  Is  that  of  all  others  ?  Consider  all  written 
or  verbal. 
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What  do  we  want  with  a  pauperized  profession  ? 

All,  without  exception  of  the  priestocracy,  should  beg  at  some  honest  employment  of 
work.  They  disgrace  themselves,  and  do  no  good  to  mind.  The  way  the  priestocracy 
treats  the  world,  proves  that  they  assume  to  be  world  guardians,  and  have  the  right  to 
dictate  their  assumption  upon  it.  As  Christ  had  no  commission,  the  priestocracy  has 
none,  and  should  leave  the  pulpit.  The  worst  self-delusion  is  seeking  to  blind  the 
world  by  words,  when  actions  belie  all  the  time,  and  when  the  counterfeits  are  so 
vrorthless,  proffered  in  place  of  a  priceless  jewel,  rational  religion,  that  gives  all  a 
truthful  representation.  The  world  would  be  governed  forever  by  craftship,  if  it  be 
verdant  enough,  as  in  overgrown  cities  there  are  professions  that  live  by  all  the  arti- 
fice of  fraud,  and  circumvent  every,  all  that  they  can.  Both  sexes  resort  to  all  the 
false  pretences  of  their  trade  to  deceive.  Did  I  say  cities :  the  world  is  filled  with 
each  ?  In  what  department  of  life,  is  not  this  sown  broad  cast  ?  Even  in  the  pearl 
fishery  of  Ceylon,  two  shark  charmers  are  employed  to  repel  the  sharks  by  their 
charms  and  potent  spells,  and  they  reap  an  abundant  harvest  during  the  fishery.  Such 
is  the  infatuation  of  the  superstitious  divers,  that  if  they  did  not  pay  satisfactorily,  that  a 
collusion  would  take  place  between  the  charmers  and  the  sharks.  Cannot  the  tender 
conscience — world-softs  see  now,  that  they  can  trust  to  none  affecting  divine  missions  ? 
Is  the  hold  of  the  priestocracy  any  less  with  their  beguiled,  befooled  superstitious 
devotees,  who  are  threatened  with  the  weight  of  eternal  damnation  by  Christ,  if  the 
world  did  not  come  into  his  sectarianism  1  The  means  of  priestocracy  are  too  abund- 
ant, too  much  is  appropriated  that  way  to  eradicate  such  a  nuisance  at  once.  They  as 
sharks  fish  the  whole  world,  and  get  the  pearls  of  value :  nature  acts  best,  knowing  her 
own  laws,  despite  of  the  pretensions  of  the  priestocracy.  Priest,  priest,  it  is  priesto- 
cracy from  the  first  word  to  the  last  of  all  such  bibles.  Let  not  the  world  be  deceived 
any  longer.  As  priestocracies  they  are  dishonored  as  augurs  and  oracle-mongers,  but 
as  men,  when  citizens  and  patriots,  they  are  worthy  associates.  Why  then  will  they 
persist  in  a  cause  that  dishonors  them,  and  corrupts  all  ?  The  cause  of  God  advocates 
itself;  but  that  of  the  priestocracy  demands  their  sophistry  and  perjury.  But  the  game 
of  the  priestocracy  is  ignoble,  to  play  with  souls.  Whilst  the  world  must  be  com- 
pletely silent  in  avoiding  all  calumny,  none  should  be  silent  in  any  matter  that  ought  to 
be  made  known  for  the  good  of  society,  the  world.  Most  difficult  is  it  for  the  people, 
to  overcome  antiquated  notions  of  the  divinity  of  the  priestocracy.  This  trick,  this 
perjury,  has  been  kept  up  for  many  ages,  and  the  mass  has  stupidly  believed  it  their 
bounden  duty.  If  the  priestocracy  have  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  decent  respect  to  the 
world,  by  what  tenure  can  they  expect  it  ?  Do  they  still  take  the  people  for  block- 
heads? The  priestocracy  are  men  of  one  idea,  to  make  all  things,  even  God  and 
nature  conform  to  their  exploded  antiquated  bible  !  Their  actions  as  sophists  most  pre- 
judiced, prove,  that  all  should  perish  at  the  tribunal  of  an  abominable  heresy  their  faith, 
as  they  call  it,  ere  the  bible  of  tradition  should  receive  its  just  deserts.  Gracious 
God  !  That  millions  should  have  been  sacrificed  to  infamous  books,  the  most  counter- 
feit perjured  currency  !  Has  the  vyrld  lost  its  senses  ?  Will  it  hear  reason  1  Will  it 
obey  mind  1  Or  will  it  be  vilely  cheated  ;  will  it  cheat  itself  of  all  its  creation  birth- 
rights, to  foster  the  vilest  pretensions  of  imposition,  humbug,  and  chicanery  ?  Were  it 
not  for  the  priestocracy,  the  world  would  be  done  with  peculiar  faith.  Then  be  done 
with  them.  So  the  priestocracy  gained  their  point,  they  did  not  care  for  temporal 
gain.     Theirs  is  the  most  artful  and  insidious  attempt,  to  rule  the  world. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  fall  of  man,  where  would  be  the  rise  of  priestocracy  ?  Can  the 
world  do  the  doctrine  away  1  You  cannot  expect  that  of  the  priestocracy,  to  do  them- 
selves away  ? 

But  was  not  the  serpent,  the  devil,  proof  of  all  that  ?  Was  not  the  serpent  wor- 
shipped as  a  symbol  of  the  good  demon,  by  the  Egyptians,  &c.,  and  even  of  the  evil 
doctrine  ?  Whom  do  we  expect  to  convince  ?  Bigots  ?  Can  we  readily  eradicate 
their  peculiar  faith,  one  sided  preaching,  that  the  mass  of  the  people  only  hear?  Why 
do  not  freemen  adopt  the  noble,  free,  liberal  discussion  of  rational  religion  ?  Why  do 
they  not  elicit  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ? 

Why  do  the  priestocracy  hate  deists,  theists  or  monotheists  so?  Because  they 
expose  on  conservative  principles,  the  peculiar  and  traditional  bibles,  all  fabricated  by 
lying,  false  pretences,  and  that  cause  the  world  to  lie ;  pollute  society,  and  degrade 
morals.  Keep  not  back  patriots,  citizens  good  and  true ;  take  them  out  of  the  liands 
of  the  unworthy  polluters  of  the  world's  morals,  and  invaders  of  mind^s  rights,  the  real 
culprits  of  society.  They  are  only  the  ancient  oracle-mongers,  modernized.  But  how 
could  the  priestocracy  ever  corrupt  these  bibles,  .that  represent  such  mighty  things? 
That's  the  very' thing  the  world  priestocracy  is  for,  to  get  power ;  don't  the  bible  advo- 
cates censure  the  CMnese,  Hindoos,  and  Egyptians,  for  corrupting  their  annals,  pre- 
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tending  them  t6  be  for  many  thousands  of  years  beyond  what  Moses*  bible  says  ?  And 
the  priestocracy  of  all  such,  are  bible  makers.  In  their  own  court,  all  are  conricted. 
To  that  complexion  it  has  come  at  last.  To  sustain  the  last,  pagan  priestocracj 
declare  that  the  Chinese  and  Hindoo  priestocracy,  especially,  have  awfully  lied.  Al! 
lie  and  perjure  themselves.  Will  the  world  never  learn  wisdom  ?  If  they  had  confined 
this  bible  and  its  effects  to  ancient  times,  even  their  killing  of  witches  might  have 
been  passed  over,  but  when  it  has  been  the  means  of  butchering  millions,  exclodiog 
religion,  all  the  virtues  of  rationality,  imprisoning,  banishing  and  persecuting  philoso- 
phers, of  crushing  the  best  part  of  the  world  that  is  too  virtuous  to  play  the  hypocrite 
then  it  is  time  to  speak  out. 

The  spirit  that  the  sophists  showed  Socrates,  is  now  displayed  by  fanatics,  who 
claim  the  most  ungodly  bibles. 

Why  do  the  priestocracy  keep  back  so  much  ? 

Why  do  the  people  let  them  ?  Has  not  this  country  purchased  her  liberty  with 
blood  and  treasure  enough  to  fully  appreciate  its  worth  and  cost? 

Brilliant  are  the  efforts  of  good  men  everywhere,  indeed,  but  their  position  is  not 
appropriate  and  adequate  protection  at  the  best.  They  may  wire-draw  their  ethics,  may 
eschew  hilarity,  dancing,  all  the  festivities  of  the  ball-room,  and  the  gayest  fashionable 
society  by  ascetic  rules,  still  their  primary  defects  of  peculiar  faith  kill  all  the  balance. 

The  best,  sincere,  honest  part  of  the  priestocracy  will  be  highly  pleased  to  find  truth, 
though  it  be  against  their  faith. 

Instead  of  hunting  up  materials  for  sophistry,  as  the  priestocracy  are  constantly  doing, 
they  ought  to  own  the  truth  at  once.  We  must  write  things  and  facts,  as  they  are. 
The  power  of  the  priestocracy  can  hardly  be  appreciated.  In  Ethiopia  they  com- 
manded kings,  until  they  were  commanded  by  one. 

Has  not  the  pope  done  that  abundantly,  in  Europe  1  Has  not  his  prototype,  the  grand 
lama,  operated  on  Asia?  Is  not  the  clergy  master, in  some  churches,  of  tlie  laity, even 
in  this  free  country  ?  What  good  can  they  do  ?  Are  we  to  be  flattered,  or  wheedled 
out  of  our  rights  ?  Where  are  the  intellectual  patriots  of  the  land  ?  Will  they  stand 
by,  and  do  nothing  to  help  put  the  world  right  in  morals  and  religion  ?  Are  not  these 
momentous  enough  ?     Universal  justice  can  only  be  done,  by  universal  principles. 

What  a  libel  on  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  to  dwarf  him  to  peculiar  views,  charac- 
ter, people. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  priestocracy,  who  foist  these  false  pretences  on  the  world.  Is 
it  possible  that  the  priestocracy  would  wish  to  see  truth  crushed,  for  antiquated,  explo- 
ded faith  ?  Are  you  prepared,  priestocracy,  to  justify  all  your  actions  ?  The  confes- 
sion of  females,  to  men  ?  The  absolutions  obtained  by  money  !  All  the  pollutions  of 
mind,  by  the  evil  devices  of  peculiar  faith  and  its  sophistry  ? 

Why  are  the  priestocracy  afraid  to  trust  the  people  with  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth  ?  Are  they  afraid  of  the  truth  1  Will  a  free  discussion  of 
the  whole  position  vanquish  them  ? 

Will  the  people  open  their  eyes  ?  Will  the  world-patriots  see  to  it  ?  Priestocracy, 
if  you  should  attack,  with  truth,  and  demolish,  you  can  allay  all  opposition.  But  is 
your  situation  exempt  from  censure  ? 

The  world  overlooks  the  usurped  advantages  of  the  priestocracy  of  all  kinds,  that 
have  imposed  their  false  pretences  of  divinity  on  it,  assuming  what  now  is  taken  for 
granted,  and  yet  cannot  be  proved. 

Will  the  world  overlook  all  this  ?  Will  it  let  all  such  monopoly  pass  ?  It  becomes 
freemen  to  institute  a  better  course  of  things.  We  shall  never  be  freemen  till  all  this  is 
rectified,  and  both  sides  of  the  question  are  fairly  and  honorably  discussed.  And  how 
can  this  be  done,  when  only  one-sided  declamation  is  palmed  on  the  public  ?  The  flag 
of  superstition  is  brought  to  bear  against  what  is  called  natural  religion,  which  ve 
are  gravely  told  goes  against  revealed  faith.  Is  it  possible  that  the  words  of  the  priest- 
ocracy are  to  be  received  for  granted,  by  the  people,  as  the  words  of  the  master  1 

Natural  and  revealed  faith  are  assuredly  incompatibles.  How  can  the  people  who 
mean  right  unmistakably  know  all  this,  when  all  pains  are  used  to  keep  them  from  read- 
ing any  books  that  shed  light  on  the  subject  ?  The  position  is  a  false  one,  to  which 
the  priestocracy  have  no  just  title  at  all.  If  theirs  be  the  true  faith,  let  this  be  proved 
properly,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  sustain  them  ;  but  if  false,  how  can  any  honest, 
truthful  man  ask  ror  its  maintenance  ?    Can  they  ? 

The  priestocracy  must  not  think  to  hold  their  position  by  the  tenure  of  sophistiyi 
gained  by  false  pretences,  while  principles  demand  their  expulsion. 

The  courtesy  of  toleration  is  only  extended  them  until  the  people  see  their  fault.  No 
title  is  valid  by  the  little  subservient  vassalage  of  mind  to  their  little  circle.  Priestoo- 
racies  have  tned  to  see  how  far  they  could  exert  their  dynasties  over  mind.    Did  the 
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priestocracy,  that  acted  as  if  God  gave  the  outward  grarments  and  regalia  for  revealed 
faith,  know  of  a  rational  religion  that  would  condemn  them  all,  as  the  most  blasphemous 
impostors  ? 

Who  has  not  heard  of  human  sacrifices  ?  Then  you  can  tell  what  the  priestocracy 
were  up  to.  These  bible  men  inveigh  against  heresies,  and  they  are  the  worst  heretics 
under  rational  religion.  They  talk  of  morals,  and  their  base  has  none.  One  sect 
reproaches  another  sect  about  false  positions,  and  the  first  has  as  much  heresy  as  any 
aerainst  truth  :  all  peculiar  faiths  are  heresies  to  the  eternal  principles  of  the  universe. 
The  priestocracy  must  be  ruled  out,  as  unworthy,  after  trial  of  thousands  of  years. 
Why  should  they  be  treated  with  more  courtesy  than  other  impostors?  They  were 
and  are  usurpers,  and  must  be  laid  aside  as  defunct  and  exploded.  But  what  object 
could  the  seemingly  good  men  have,  to  impose  on  the  world.  The  very  object  all  the 
oracle-mongers  of  antiquity  had. 

The  change  of  the  name  did  not  change  their  design,  object,  nor  ambition.  How 
verdant  must  the  world  be,  not  to  see  all  this.  All  the  local  affiliated  cities  made  a 
profitable  commerce  in  all  this. 

Instead  of  taking  rational  religion,  the  priestocracy  have  given  their  pretended 
revelation,  that  they  impiously  call  the  word  of  God.  The  world  has  been  witness  to 
all  such  stuff  for  thousands  of  years,  to  maintain  the  dynasty  of  the  priestocracy,  who 
rose  in  proportion  as  they  rendered  mind  vassal. 

As  to  the  peculiar  faith  revelation  of  any  doctrine,  all  is  worth  nothing,  but  a  curse 
to  the  world.     What  then  can  its  advocates  avail  1 

They  have  acted  as  if  mind  was  amenable  to  them,  in  all  the  departments  of  psy« 
chology. 

The  speculation  of  the  priestocracy  has  corrupted  the  world,  for  their  age,  thousands 
of  years. 

They  were  once  truly  despotic,  but  mind  is  now  conquering  them.  The  time  will 
come  when  the  whole  world  will  be  ashamed  of  priestocracies. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  a  roonotheist,  to  point  out  all  these  things  to  the  sectarians,  that 
they  may  at  once  renounce  the  errors  of  their  ways.  The  object  of  the  priestocracy  is 
to  prejudice  the  world  by  all  the  worst  available  sophistry,  in  favor  of  their  book  system, 
against  God^s,  in  any  form  of  rational  religion. 

The  common  people  of  the  ancient  world  were  most  ignorant,  the  very  people  for 
imposition.  But  what  excuse  has  the  free  people  of  this  government  for  such  pre* 
tences  ? 

One  of  the  greatest  outrages  on  human  rights  is  the  interdiction  by  the  priestocracy, 
to  the  people,  of  reading  even  the  books  of  rational  religion.  The  opposition  of  the 
ministry  to  the  advance  of  rational  mind,  is  bad  enough ;  but  when  they  set  themselves 
up  against  constitutional  governments,  then  their  functions  are  not  only  subversive  of 
all  reason,  but  right  How  many  have  opposed,  as  ministers  of  faith,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  1  Treasonable  as  all  this,  it  is  nothing  to  their  general  blasphemy  to 
monotheism. 

They  pay  no  respect  to  the  first  principles  of  creation,  the  proper  position  of  mind, 
the  God-agent,  or  justify  by  it  the  future  amelioration.  They  should  not  prostitute  their 
talents  any  more,  to  those  imperfect  man^s  dispensations,  and  if  they  can  do  no  better, 
at  least  be  silent,  to  let  the  world  recover  her  lost  rights,  and  a  sound  state  of  mind. 

Every  step  in  priestocracy,  buries  them  deeper  and  deeper  in  the  quagmire  of 
blasphemy. 

Why  do  they  all  misrepresent  monotheism  1  They  can  neither  confute  it,  nor  say 
anything  effectual  against  it.    Honorable  people  in  such  circumstances,  would  be  silent. 

The  world  has  made  an  awful  false  step  in  all  priestocracy  faith ;  no  matter  how  pecu- 
liar, how  allied  to  state,  it  is  all  false  pretence,  the  veriest  trash  to  mind.  But  peculiar 
faith,  the  priestocracy  affect  is  sacred,  and  man  should  be  led  in  his  supposed  dignity  of 
faith,  however  false.  Truth  is  too  sacred  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  whims  or  speculations 
of  a  bigoted  priestocracy. 

The  idea  of  heresy  separating  the  world  into  fragments  of  a  broken  brotherhood,  never 
was  thought  of,  till  the  priestocracy  perverted  the  world,  and  destroyed  the  principles 
of  its  universality ;  now  the  severance  is  universal. 

This  odious  heresy  on  God's  and  nature's  laws,  must  be  cancelled  by  religion,  that  all 
these  heresies  never  knew.    Had  religion  prevailed,  these  had  never  been. 

So  much  for  the  world  trusting  to  the  foolish  priestocracies  of  all  peculiar  faith,  the 
foolish  frauds  of  messiahships,  prophecies  and  miracles. 

W^ho  are  the  priestocracies  now  1  Some  of  them  with  their  churches  are  helping  to 
split  their  unions,  and  sever  that  of  the  United  States.  They  are  actually  urging  the 
people  to  disregard  constitational  laws  I    What  nuisances  to  society. 
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Religion  demands,  not  only  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  constitational  laws,  but  the 
nght  spirit. 

The  moral  obliquity  of  the  priestocracy.  in  their  libels  of  Gq^,  condemns  the  whole 
to  infamy !     It  is  the  most  brutal  debauchery  of  mind. 

Priestocracy,  ministers — ye  that  declare  those  that  believe  in  God,  but  not  in  crea- 
tures, are  infidels,  are  yourselves  libelers.  That  character  ye  have  written,  by  your 
own  acts. 

I  have  satisfied  my  own  mind,  that  no  one  can  get  the  truth  out  of  the  priestocracy  of 
any  peculiar  faith,  when  the  authenticity  of  that  faith  or  its  bible  is  at  stake,  as  become:; 
freemen  of  mind.     When  will  the  clergy  learn  to  tiiink,  analyze  or  speak  the  truth  ? 

Give  us  always  beyond  comparison,  rather  the  schoolmaster,  than  tlie  priestocracy. 
Apply  their  immense  millions  of  revenue  to  extinguishment  of  national  debts,  and  to 
national  instructions.  What  a  change  in  the  world,  since  the  priestocracy  had  such 
sway — now  mind  has  its  progressive  inherent  influence  and  rights.  The  products  of 
agriculture,  industrial  labor,  manufactures,  commerce,  have  advanced  beyond  the  con- 
ception of  their  most  exalted  prophets,  priests,  and  messiahs.  Half  of  the  globe  has 
been  brought  to  light,  that  none  of  the  ancients  seemed  to  know  anything  at  all  of.  The 
days  that  knew  of  martial  prowess,  for  conquest,  priestocracy  influence  to  form  world 
dynasties,  are  passed,  and  such  things  should  be  exploded. 

W^hat  does  the  world  possibly  need  of  them? 

The  great  object  of  the  priestocracy,  is  to  establish  the  worst  prejuclice  of  the  people 
against  monotheism,  which  they  and  all  their  allies,  under  all  forms  can  never  touch : 
to  terrify  them  by  fear  of  a  future  dreadful,  to  infidels  as  they  call  them,  being  them- 
selves the  worst  infidels  all  the  time  to  truth  and  the  facts. 

How  infatuated  are  the  priestocracy  to  assail  monotheism,  because  they  have  assuredly 
identified  themselves  with  blasphemy  I  But  no  persons  can  become  infidel,  by  investi- 
gating the  scriptures,  say  the  priestocracy.  No  intelligent  analyst  uncommitted  to  other 
interests,  can  do  otherwise. 

Tlie  priestocracy  have  failed  to  establish  the  authenticity  of  the  scriptures,  yet  will 
not  see  their  position. 

All  that  mankind  wants,  is  the  bible  of  the  universe,  merely  books  in  proper  agree- 
ment  with  the  wisest  appreciation  thereof. 

The  moderns  ought  to  declare  their  independence  of  mind,  from  all  the  ancient  tram- 
mels of  superstition  and  error.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  world  should  continue  to 
be  imposed  upon  by  the  priestocracy. 

The  world  has  got  hold  of  their  prejudiced,  stereotyped  misrepresentation  about 
monotheism,  for  which  tlieir  blasphemous  position,  pretending  that  it  is  infidelity,  is  not 
the  true  issue  at  all. 

How  the  priestocracy  stick  out,  all  the  time.  They  assume  as  if  they  were  the  only 
expositors  of  their  bibles,  and  that  none  others  can  do.  They  forget  that  mind  is  uni- 
versal, or  that  others  have  mind,  which  is  to  solve  all  solvable  problems.  In  all  this 
pretence,  they  betray  their  incompetency  to  decide,  as  all  they  are,  and  all  they  got  is  hy 
usurpation,  assumption,  superstition,  and  speculation.  They  hold  fast  to  all  their  old 
exploded  errors.  They  are  pretty  people,  to  talk  of  faith  and  infidelity,  when  they 
cannot  establish  the  first  definition  of  fidelity. 

What  an  absurdity,  that  the  priestocracy  blame  and  libel  the  people,  for  unbeUef  or 
infidelity  in  their  scriptures,  which  they  cannot  begin  to  prove. 

As  to  preceding  rulers  stopping  such  errors,  they  were  too  much  identified  with  impo- 
sition themselves,  and  of  course  feared  innovation. 

These  are  the  people  whose  mind  should  enable  them  to  do  right,  but  they  act  with 
the  blackest  ingratitude  to  their  creator.  The  world  is  certainly  entitled  to  a  universal 
brotherhood,  which  sectarianism,  priestocracy,  peculiar  faith,  secret  societies,  peculiar 
education  and  selfish  considerations  cut  out. 

Their  scriptures  violate  naturol  law,  yet  they  assume  them  authentic,  and  ask  the 
people  to  take  for  granted,  what  will  deprive  them  of  their  only  legitimate  rights,  as  far 
as  they  can  divest  them.  Can  the  free  and  intelligent  people  of  the  world  be  kept  io 
abeyance  to  superstition,  or  its  vassals,  the  priestocracy  ? 

How  long  will  it  take  the  world  to  arrive  at  the  right  reason,  to  preserve  the  union 
of  the  world? 

The  ministry  decides  cases  of  mind,  as  well  as  conscience.  The  Romanist  prohibits 
the  reading  of  the  bible,  the  protestant  prohibits  the  reading  of  infidel  books,  or  what  is 
equal,  he  proscribes  and  interdicts  them  by  a  vulgar,  exclusive  criticism.  He  decides 
from  the  pulpit,  in  one  line  of  excommunication  on  all  such  books,  and  the  church  mem- 
bers are  afraid  to  be  seen  reading  them,  and  yet  in  that  pulpit,  is  the  boast  of  the  ligbi 
of  science  thus  excluded,  by  the  pulpit-bull.    It  is  bad  enough  when  one  individoal  takes 
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)ld  of  the  world's  injury,  but  when  collusion  prevails  with  myriads,  what  can  be  worse  ? 
f'l  tlie  world  can  hardly  believe,  that  people  who  talk  so  smoothly  in  the  pulpit,  can  be 
niinst  it!  There  is  nothing  plainer.  This  order  of  profession  through  oracles  and 
lotlisayings,  down  to  priests  and  prophets,  is  the  same.  The  bigot  still  has  his  place, 
\d  the  priestocracy  still  have  all  the  power  the  people  are  verdant  enough  to  yield 
♦Mil.  Who  have  helped  to  agitate  the  country  more  than  political  priestocracies, 
'-{Kirdizing  its  union? 

\\  hat  would  be  the  peculiar  history  of  much  of  the  priestocracy  ?    Are  they  exempt 
"III  many  of  the  vices  of  the  world? 
I' he  priestocracy  are  now  running  from  the  infidels,  and  will  beg  them  to  let  them 
t.ie.     They  would  do  this  fully,  if  the  people  were  to  do  justice  to  themselves.     How 
'](.>h  of  the  world  quibbles  or  equivocates,  on  what  is  actually  its  own  rights ! 
<.'an  the  world  ever  learn  the  truth  from  monopolists? 

The  priestocracy  overlook  the  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the*  scriptures,  to  get  at 
fi'lolity!  It  is  impassible  for  them  to  prove  the  first,  without  which  they  have  no 
iv.onality,  as  they  damn  themselves  on  this  basis  to  all  eternity.  They  are  estopped 
[I  this. 

I^)  it  not  a  burning  shame,  that  the  world  should  be  overwhelmed  by  false  messiahs? 
V  ho  of  the  church  could  believe,  that  a  false  messiah  is  preached  ?  Are  not  the  priest- 
r*racy  practicing  this  fraud  on  an  unsuspecting  world  ?  Is  it  possible  that  bigots  have 
»  liic  off  in  the  world,  before  the  truth  of  pure  religion  can  flourish  ? 
The  only  way  to  try  the  sincerity  of  all  the  priestocracy,  is  take  their  salary  away 
-om  them.     They  forfeit  enough  by  blasphemy,  to  outrage  God's  mercy ! 

If  we  wish  to  appreciate  rightly  the  priestocracy,  we  must  estimate  them  as  the 
rarle-mongers,  with  all  their  vices — and  tlieir  own  absurd  blasphemies  besides. 

rt>ey  who  utter  a  counterfeit,  knowing  it  to  be  so,  are  not  only  guilty  culprits,  but 
iilpable  criminals. 

'i'he  world  of  priestocracy  cannot  exclude  mind  from  reading  the  universe  of  God, 
'.wever  it  may  direct  the  minds  devoted  to  peculiar  faith,  from  works  commemorative 
f  tlie  universe. 

How  is  it  possible,  for  the  priestocracy  to  make  intercession  for  any  one,  when  they 
1.1  ve  themselves  to  make  expiation  for  their  blasphemy  against  God  ? 

What  false  position  that  they  should  have 'any  influence  with  the  capital  of  crimes. 
riieir  capital  is  verily  of  this  world,  which  should  know  all. 

The  monopolists  assume  to  dictate.  We  must  not  expect  the  peculiar  faith  people  to 
.y  a.«ide  their  bigoted  notions.  How  presumptuous  the  blasphemous  priestocracy,  to 
eruliarize  God,  and  vulgarize  the  people. 

Only  keep  this  age  in  the  dark,  let  the  priestocracy  escape.  The  fraud  of  the  world 
-  deep,  therefore  the  fewest  investigate  comprehensively,  any  but  the  subject  imme- 
Uaif^ly  concerning  them. 

Ask  the  thousands  of  members  of  churches  about  the  true  exposition  of  the  scrip-' 
.ires,  and  when  you  come  to  speak  of  them  analytically,  the  world,  the  people,  are  not 
^1  formed.  Have  they  gone  it  blind  ?  When  the  priestocracy  have  got  into  the  pulpit, 
.  ive  the  freemen  of  the  world,  purely  in  defence  of  mind,  interrogated  them  in  their 
ijrlitful  authority,  their  commission  ? 

Hut  the  world  thinks  them  good  men.  Yet  can  it  take  for  granted,  and  trust  any  and 
ill  things  from  the  world,  because  it  thinks,  not  knows,  it  good  ? 

It  is  most  ridiculous,  that  the  priestocracy  say  that  God  is  too  high  above  man,  that 
ihe  last  must  have  an  intercessor,  and  yet  they  themselves  mind-facture  the  pretence 
iod  the  pretender,  the  imposition  and  the  impostor. 

How  weak,  I  might  say,  how  stupid,  is  that  person  who  defeats  his  own  constitu- 
tional rights  of  religion,  by  the  advocacy  of  the  peculiar  faith  of  the  priestocracy. 

I'he  whole  world  has  to  see  for  itself,  their  false  position,  ere  the  world  is  right. 

If  the  world  listen  to  them,  it  will  be  always  in  abeyance  to  degraded  vassalage  of 
Diind.    The  mind  stands  its  own  sentinel  on  the  watch-tower  of  its  own  liberty. 

The  position  of  the  priestocracy  is  one  of  the  basest  imposition  on  the  people,  the 
iiio&t  blasphemous  libel  of  Deity.  How  many  of  them  can  justify  themselves  before 
the  God  of  the  universe?  The  world  must  not  leave  mind,  that  sacred  deposit,  to  the 
mercy  of  the  priestocracy,  no  more  than  to  mere  politicians  and  military  chieftains,  or 
despotic  monarchs,  who  all  are  after  selfish  gratifications. 

What  equitable  claim  have  the  priestocracy,  to  any  of  the  rights  and  titles  of  religion 
by  peculiar  faith  ? 

Dut  few  matters  are  placed  on  their  merits,  as  evidently,  those  of  peculiar  faith^ 
Judaism,  Christianity,  are  all  put  on  inUigue,  excluding  all  the  religion  practicable,  and 
iatrodaciog  speculation  and  trade. 
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Have  yoQ,  citizeni  investigated  by  the  best  unobjectionable  sources,  all  this  matter  1 
Do  you  know  what  you  are  doing,  when  you  speak  through  interested  organs,  the  mio- 
istry  alone  1 

What  a  hard  struggle  for  the  mastery ;  what  bitter  conflicts,  what  antagonism  haTO 
the  priestocracy  shown  '.  If  their  enterprise  had  depended  on  merit,  what  tremendous 
power  they  had.  Had  this  body  of  people  truth  on  their  side,  they  would  have  long 
since  triumphed,  and  not  now  sink  by  an  unprincipled  opposition  to  religion.  What, 
but  that,  has  done  the  world's  mischief?  Peculiar  faith  was  a  helper.  All  the  pecu- 
liar machinery  that  could  be  possibly  excited  was  aroused,  to  break  down  all  pure  reli- 
gion and  its  proper  system.  Their  position  is  not  maintainable  at  all — as  it  involves 
necessarily,  antagonism  with  God,  mind,  principles,  religion. 

Are  the  priestocracy  so  bigoted  that  they  will  forget  nothing,  and  learn  nothing  ?  Are 
the  world's  brotherhood  and  its  peace,  nothing  ?  Is  it  hopeless  to  expect  the  people  to 
rectify  all  the  errors  of  the  priestocracy  1 

The  longer  we  tolerate  bigots  of  unprincipled  opposition,  the  more  they  injure  ns. 
The  priestocracy  pretend  to  oppose  infidels  as  they  call  them,  whilst  they  are  the 
authors  of  all  infidelity.  If  they  had  an  honorable  proof  of  their  position,  there  could 
be  no  infidels. 

The  world's  fund,  as  God's,  should  not  be  compromised  by  the  world's  cliques  and 
intrigues.  That  capital  should  be  appropriated  to  the  noblest  purposes  of  mind  aod 
principles. 

Fanatical  bigots,  the  dupes  of  despotic  sway,  will  rely  on  men  called  ministers  aod 
preachers,  not  on  God-given  principles.  Do  the  priestocracy  prohibit  the  investigation 
of  rational  religion  through  their  books  ? 

They  are  tories,  traitors  to  the  noblest  rights  of  all  these,  and  mankind  in  particular. 

From  the  simple  tripod,  the  priestocracy  rose  to  the  most  gorgeous  costly  temples, 
among  which  was  that  of  Solomon ;  that,  divine  as  was  pretended,  was  hewn  sut  by 
heathen  workmen,  as  they  were  called  by  the  Jews,  and  profaned  by  sun-worship,  by 
the  same  man  that  had  it  built,  proving  tliat  he  himself  had  no  confidence  in  the  Jew 
peculiar  god. 

From  oracles  that  were  the  simplest  pretensions  of  the  priestocracy,  the  world  was 
introduced  to  peculiar  faith  bible  prophecies,  all  equally  false  and  perjured.  Can  1  call 
all  such  serious  looking  people,  hypocrites  ?  No  :  by  no  means.  I  impeach  not  the 
pure  motives  of  the  world,  but  theirs  is  necessarily  all  a  false  position,  as  all  are  proved 
to  be. 

Do  you  wish  to  test  the  priestocracy  1  The  proper  test  is  to  stop  their  pay,  then,  if 
they  preach  for  the  love  of  peculiar  faith,  that  is  their  business,  however  gratuitous  and 
false.  When  the  people  come  to  analyze  all  this  matter,  and  see  how  they  have  been 
mistreated  by  the  priestocracy,  they  will  be  disposed,  after  looking  into  it,  to  exclude 
the  whole.  How  much  the  world  that  has  false  tajste,  desires  "  to  show  its  little  brief 
authority."  But  tlie  priestocracy  will  keep  oflf  the  people  from  reading,  by  maligning 
all  the  books  on  rational  religion.  They  cannot  do  this  always.  The  people  must  and 
will  take  hold.  It  is  the  plan  with  all  the  monopolists,  to  exclude  the  people  from  the 
rights  of  mind.  Will  they  dare  proscribe  the  plan  and  books  of  reading,  discussing 
and  thinking  originally  ?  They  seek  to  bias  the  world  in  all  this  matter,  as  if  theirs 
exclusively. 

What  comparison  can  be  made  in  regard  to  the  essential  difference  between  the  posi- 
tion of  the  priestocracy,  as  to  mind  seeking  its  Creator  through  an  unauthorized  set,  or 
looking  directly  through  the  majesty  of  his  works,  as  tlie  only  repccsentative,  up  to  him? 

Only  think  of  it,  that  the  rights  and  mind  of  the  whole  w'orld  should  be  in  abeyance 
to  priestocracies,  is  too  bad  indeed.  The  world  should  leave  aH  bigots,  for  honor,  profit, 
and  pleasure.  Of  all  the  degraded  castes  on  earth,  that  of  the  priestocracy  is  the  worst. 
The  pettifoggers  are  contemptible,  the  charlatan  professors,  usurpers,  are  felons,  but 
the  priestocracy  defraud  God  and  man.  All  the  world  should  avoid  the  appearance  of 
evil. 

Are  the  people  of  the  world  to  continue  vassals  to  the  priestocracy,  bribed  by  their 
own  money  ?  Are  God's  funds,  universal  brotherhood,  to  be  sacrificed  to  man's  devices, 
secret  associations,  and  church  machinery  ?  Can  freemen  speak  but  under  the  censor- 
ship of  the  'priestocracy,  that  have  usurped  the  theological  opinions  of  the  world  ? 
Where  does  the  divine  right  come  from?  From  kingly  and  priest  despotism,  usurpa- 
tion, false  pretences.  Kings  must  uphold  the  priestocracy,  who  uphold  their  divine 
right.  It  requires  much  determination,  candor  and  uprightness,  to  meet  all  the  world- 
questions  rightly. 

The  preachers  keep  out  the  light,  and  the  world  must  work  out  that  problem  for 
itself,  as  long  as  it  pays  preachers  to  deceive  it. 
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Now  the  ancient  Pythoness  was  analogous  to  all  since  arisen,  who  are  only  modified 
ivith  the  times  and  Uie  astuteness  of  intellect,  seeking  all  the  profit  and  power  for 
themselves,  and  the  ignoble  goyernments  to  which  they  are  united.  It  is  all  a  base 
specalation.  They  have  perpetrated  the  most  heinous  sins,  murders  and  piracy,  to 
overreach  the  world,  of  whose  confidence  they  are  unworthy. 

Where  do  the  priestocracy  stand,  but  on  the  most  abominable  rotten  platform  ?  We 
must  look  at  the  inljerent  nature  of  things.  The  priestocracy  claim  precedence  in 
faith,  at  the  risk  of  blaspheming  God.  They  deny  the  only  rational  view  of  God,  as 
that  cuts  them  and  all  their  tribe  out  of  their  profits,  however  it  cuts  mind  out  of  its 
rights.  Where  is  their  religion  ?  They  have  always  given  us  a  caricature  of  the  God 
of  the  universe.  • 

Religion  defines  the  highest  obligations  of  mind  to  mind,  mankind,  the  world,  princi- 
ples, to  God,  their  creator. 

The  priestocracy  will  howl  against  my  position  ;  the  Pythoness  or  priestess  of  Apo]lo^ 
would  have  done  the  same  thing ;  but  the  intellectual  world  ought  to  see  the  whole 
farce  and  tragedy. 

So  identified  are  the  participators  in  the  world's  frauds,  and  benefits  thereby  accruing, 
tkat  the  myrmidons  of  power  buUy  the  world  in  its  own  rights  with  impunity. 

The  priestocracy  corrupt  every  part  about  religion.  The  ancients  mixed  up  peculiar 
faith  government,  which  was  the  vice  and  Arror  of  the  times.  The  world  was  governed 
by  superstition,  restricted  by  bigotry.  What  can  be  worse  than  the  rule  of  priestocra- 
cy's  bibles  and  statutes  ? 

The  world  must  know  what  are  all  the  devices  of  sophistry,  and  its  ruinous  perjury. 
The  day  will  come  when  all  the  perjury  of  priestocracy  and  their  peculiar  faiths  will 
be  scouted  before  the  world  people,  as  alien  and  noxious  to  ^e  popular  interests. 

Priestocracy  are  the  idols  of  church-members.  They  have  of  course  invoked  all 
the  expedients  of  their  heaven  and  earth  to  aid  in  their  insane  and  absurd  Jesuitical 
false  pretences.  Can  the  priestocracy  look  an  honest,  truthful  man  in  the  face,  and  say 
that  any  peculiar  bible  is  less  than  the  grossest,  most  blasphemous  Ubel  of  the  universe 
Creator?  ♦ 

Can  the  priestocracy  aid  the  world  ?  If  they  declare,  as  honorably  bound  to  God 
and  man,  that  the  bible  is  all  false  pretences,  and  that  it  ought  to  go  where  all  dis- 
honest and  fraudulent  means  ought  to  go,  to  annihilation,  and  the  quicker  the  better. 

Where  there  are  bullying  clans,  the  people  in  their  majesty,  and  by  the  majesty  of 
the  laws,  put  them  down ;  but  what  can  they  do  with  the  most  insidious,  that  ensnare 
them  in  all  the  toils  and  perjuries  of  sophistry,  by  all  the  terrors  of  superstition  1  What 
ooofidence  can  all  the  peculiar  bible  advocates  inspire  the  world  with,  that  has  been  so 
outraged,  deceived,  defrauded,  bullied,  by  this  tory  to  the  people,  the  tyrant  and  cringer 
to  royalty,  the  dictator  of  falsehoods  and  perjuries  ?  If  the  people  fall  out  with  my 
writings,  they  side  with  the  priestocracy,  recreant  themselves  to  justice  and  truth. 

Are  minds  of  the  moderns  blinded  to  the  fact  that  royal  and  imperial  councils,  those 
of  the  priestocracy,  established  peculiar  bibles  and  their  creeds,  a  thing  more  or  less 
executed  in  every  land,  a  part  of  the  worid's  governmental  machinery,  tory  to  princi- 
ples and  the  deceived  people  ? 

They  divide  and  subdivide  the  world's  afiections,  and  wrong  mind  every  step,  by  th^ 
grossest  and  most  vulgar  tyrannical  outrage. 

The  vulgar  blasphemers  and  presumptuous  priestocracy,  who  could  not  analyze  and 
see  that  the  effects  of  violation  of  conservative  principles  produced  destructive  elements. 
The  first  bible  of  Judaism  uncreated  God  to  create  a  devil,  and  the  last  capped  the 
climax  of  uncreating  their  heaven  to  finish  the  horrid  picture.  How  dare  the  petty 
priestocracy  to  interfere  with  the  great  world-rights  of  mind  ?  Let  us  have  the  world 
right,  then  they  may  talk  of  the  future. 

Before  the  majesty  of  mind,  freedom  and  intelligence,  the  priestocracies  are  world- 
nuisances. 

Rational  religion  recognises  what  is  taught  consistently  with  the  elements  and  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  mind,  not  priestocracy  gifl. 

Where  are  not  the  priestocracy,  and  what  privileges  have  they  not  usqrped  !  In 
South  America  they  are  the  children  of  the  sun.  All  the  Oriental  priestocracies  have 
assumed  all  the  power  practicable.  I  write  now  for  the  positive  majority  of  the  world. 
But  for  the  ecclesiastical  state  rule  of  China,  the  people  might  have  been  made  ration- 
alists. But  it  is  the  interest  of  the  emperor  to  be  an  irresponsible  person  above  the 
laws  and  people,  chief  priest,  and  his  mandarins  a  graduated  priestocracy,  to  rule  the 
people  and  extract  their  profits. 

I  address  the  republican  part  of  the  priestocracy  of  the  worid,  not  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  God^s  religion. 
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Rational  mind  must  have  no  priestocracy  exi»t  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  Let  no  eaeh 
monstrosity  debase  mind,  their  own  and  the  world^s.  Support  all  the  wisest  teachers 
of  principles,  philosophy  and  science,  as  far  as  every  circle  of  society  can,  and  let  the 
state  do  its  duty.  Have  the  most  elevated  organization  of  mind  enlighteners.  Credu- 
lity is  called  faith,  the  gull-trap  of  the  priestocracy,  to  catch  the  world-dupes  by. 

They  have  taken  undue  advantage  of  the  generous  feelings  of  the  people,  and  coo- 
▼erted  them  to  persuasions  for  their  peculiar  interest  and  ambition. 

The  present  priestocracy  are  no  better  than  world-sophists,  as  they  desert,  tory  like, 
rational  religion. 

There  never  was  a  nation  but  that  had  superstition  in  their  faith ;  that  is,  Uiat  nation 
permitted  the  vile  priestocracy  to  corrupt  miud  by  their  stupid  sophistry. 

If  we  have  a  constitutional  government,  let  us  have  freemen,  all  the  blessings  of 
mind's  rationality  and  freedom.  The  priestocracy  have  told  us  of  their  martyrs,  but 
have  they  told  us  of  the  millions  they  and  their  bibles  have  martyrized  to  peculiar  sys- 
tems ?  The  priestocracy  government  has  been  striving,  for  thousands  of  years,  for 
mastery. 

What  will  it  profit  these  ignoble  men,  to  create  future  difficolties  for  the  world  1  Do 
they  not  involve  themselves  in  all  the  category  of  evils,  their  posterity  at  least  ?  And 
did  the  priestocracy  aspire  to  the  empire  rule  of  the  world  ? 

The  people  must  not  leave  to  the  priestocracy  the  privilege  of  deciding,  exclusively, 
whether  peculiar  faith,  or  monotheism,  is  right.  They  are  iKiund  to  act  for  themselves, 
to  investigate  fully,  to  decide  rightly,  for  mind  and  God.  The  question  is,  whether 
they  will  decide  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  interested  priestocracy,  but  according  to 
the  absolute  right  and  justice  of  the  case.  They  should  be  thoroughly  certain  which 
side  is  certainly  right,  not  as  man  is  the  exponent,  but  as  justice,  truth  and  reason.  It' 
this  question  of  religion  is  \e{i  to  the  priestocracy,  the  people  never  will  get  right,  for 
self-interest  and  pride  will  determine  for  the  priestocracy. 

This  is  not  a  question  of  the  heart  or  feeling,  but  of  rational  truth,  that  submits  faith 
to  facts.  No  rational  mind  ought  to  leave  it  undecided  a  moment ;  act  righUyy  indepen- 
dently of  all  malign  influence. 

Constantino,  the  perjured,  enforced  what  the  priestocracy  smuggled. 

Charlemagne  smuggled  Uie  pope,  who  smuggled  the  inquisition.  So  there  has  been 
a  general  smugghng,  but  dangerous  to  all.  All  is  smuggled.  Do  you  side  with  the 
smugglers  of  absolutists,  when  you  have  the  ever-living  scriptures,  never  needing  a 
copy  of  the  eternal  creator  ? 

The  priestocracy  are  the  most  ignorant,  stupid,  and  recreant  to  all  just  principles  of 
rational,  honorable  mind.  While  I  desire  the  utmost  courtesy,  1  must  abide  by  the  most 
honorable  and  just  equity. 

The  world  goes  to  them,  who  feel  bound  by  ignorance,  if  not  from  habit,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  clique,  to  uphold  and  endorse  all  that  their  predecessors  had  fabricated— 
for  all  of  their  bibles  are  demoralizing  fabrications.  They  have  no  conscientiousness, 
and  that  makes  them  fanatics.  Rational  religion  cannot  go  into  the  first  point  of  fanat- 
icism. The  whole  universe  is  eternally  addressing  the  five  senses  of  all  rational  crea- 
tures, who  cannot  mistake  the  conclusive  supremacy.  The  people,  however,  consult 
the  most  ignorant  and  forsworn  in  ignorance.  The  devotees  speak,  in  a  circle,  all  that 
is  fiction. 

The  ignorant,  presnmptuous  world-priestocracy  of  peculiar  faiths,  afifect  to  decide 
the  highest  of  all  questions  respecting  the  mind  and  religion,  of  which  they,  by  their 
own  chosen  position,  convict  themselves  most  incompetent  of  appreciation,  for  they 
have  crushed  the  rights  of  the  first  by  their  faiths  ;  and  are  they  competent  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  world,  analysts?  They  have  disproved  that, and  have  proved  fully  their 
disqualifications  in  every  respect  thereto. 

They  have  acted  shamefully  for  mind,  that  is  now  justly  exposing  them,  and  ashamed 
of  their  nefarious  proceedings.  These  book-serfs  have  proved  themselves  every  way 
incompetent  of  mind's  confidence,  intellectually  or  morally,  of  course  religiously. 

Who  believes  clairvoyance,  the  pretence  of  a  Swedenborg,  or  any  pretending  priest- 
ocracy ?  Let  philosophy,  with  her  facts,  speak,  and  astronomy,  with  her  lights,  aid  in 
the  just  cause  of  humanity.  The  people  are  actually  scared,  afraid  to  investigate  what 
is  their  supreme  duty,  rational  religion,  because  the  priestocracy  and  their  clique,  their 
assumed  masters  in  sophists'  chancery,  have  told  them  not  to  investigate  the  subject,  for 
fear  of  conversion,  and  that  to  rational  faith.  There  is  rationality  for  you,  a  free  peo- 
ple !  In  vain  your  ancestors  of  '76,  exposed  all  they  had  for  you.  The  noblest  ances- 
tors, intellectual  and  brave,  left  their  posterity,  the  world,  the  richest  legacy  and  ber- 
aMrv  on  earth,  compared  with  which  all  others  pale  in  vudgar  obscurity. 

That  of  priestcraft  and  kingcraft  is  the  veriest  trash  to  it.  . 
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Priestocracy  have  a  bullying  sophistry  to  uphold  Jew  faith,  or  their  own  peculiari- 
ties. What  a  delusion,  to  attempt  to  teach  the  world  religion,  and  their  actions  incon- 
testibly  and  raosit  conclusirely  prove  that  they  did  not  know  what  it  was. 

The  church-people  speak  for  their  priestocracy  and  obsolete  bible,  acting  tory  to  their 
God  of  the  universe,  for  the  Jew  peculiar  god.  Will  you  take  the  Jew  peculiar  faith, 
bible,  priestocracy,  and  god,  for  all  go  together,  in  place  of  rational  religion,  the  bible 
of  rational  mind,  and  the  God  of  the  universe  ? 

Religion  does  not  know  faith  but  what  is  good,  founded  on  truth,  honesty,  and  reason, 
a8  peculiar  faith  does  not  know  good  faith,  honesty,  truth,  or  reason,  for  she  violates  all 
these  at  the  start,  and  all  the  time.  Who  are  the  priestocracy?  Bible-perjured 
sophists,  tories  to  mind  and  God. 

Nicholas,  if  a  man,  you  are  my  equal;  if  only  one  of  the  priestocracy,  you,  as  the 
pope  of  Rome,  papa  of  the  Greek  church.  Grand  Lama  of  Thibet,  emperor  of  China, 
and  the  whole  clique  are  all  below  me,  as  you  are  below  every  honorable  monotheist. 
Know  ye  that  monotheism  exalts  rational  mind  to  its  highest  earthly  dignity,  and  ren- 
ders it  the  only  true  dignitary  of  the  world. 

You,  emperors,  seek  to  govern  your  people  most  wisely  ;  then  do  it  most  rationally 
and  religiously. 

Kings  and  priests  are  world-pettifoggers,  and  below  mind's  dignity.  How  basely, 
tory-like,  treacherously,  the  world  priestocracy  act,  using  all  their  malign  influence  on 
the  world,  to  prevent  it  seeking  rational  light  and  religion,  because  of  their  base  perju- 
ries of  peculiar  faith.  As  they  are  committed  to  corruption,  they  ignobly  sophisticate 
the  world. 

But  all  priestocracies  are  similar  or  analogous  editions ;  in  spirit  they  cannot  vary, 
how  much  soever  they  differ  in  mere  forms. 

When  a  conspiracy  of  moderate  collusion  is  attempted,  the  woi:ld  sees  through,  and 
condemns  it  at  once  as  a  degradation ;  but  that  of  peculiar  faith,  the  worst  of  all,  along 
with  that  of  absolutism,  has  nonplused  untutored  mind,  and  deranged  the  equilibrium  of 
its  justice. 

Moderate  felony  is  punished  in  the  world,  while  the  hngest  of  all  is  worshipped. 
Come,  preachers,  give  up  your  profits,  your  fat  livings,  for  your  faith  has  given  you  up", 
never  having  had  one  existence. 

The  bullying,  cunning  priestocracy  interdict  the  subject  of  religion,  as  if  they  had  any 
property  in  the  rights  of  the  people,  beyond  identity  of  the  people. 

Rights  supreme,  over  all  such  stuff,  demand  the  right  view  pf  all  this  subject.  Take 
away  this  bible  of  Jewry  and  Christianity,  that  has  committed  petty  and  grand  larceny 
on  God  and  mind,  all  the  time.  The  fraud,  commenced  by  it,  has  been  and  is  to  be 
continued  by  the  priestocracy.  Let  the  pirates  restore  to  God  and  mind  all  that  are 
theirs,  and  the  balance  will  expose  the  hideousness  of  this  world  pirate. 

Let  principles  be  properly  avenged  in  this  world  nuisance. 

Let  the  world  look  to  its  own  mind  all  the  'time ;  reform  and  improve  that,  by  tho 
grace  of  its  Author,  and  not  by  the  absurd  notions  of  any  bible  clique. 

*'  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved  ;'but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall 
be  damned."  Mark,  ch.  xvi.  16. 

"  And  if  any  man  shall  take^away  from  the  words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God 
shall  take  away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life,"  &c.  Rev.  ch.  xxii.  19. 

Do  they  speak  by  authority  of  their  liitle  peculiar  god  ?     What's  that  worth  ? 

The  ukase  of  the  belial  priestocracy  is  equal  to  their  blasphemy  and  ignorance.  Not 
only  no  toleration,  by  their  despotism,  but  no  religion,  under  their  bible  peculiar  faith,  is 
to  arise.     Are  they  not  worse  than  their  own  belials  ? 

In  their  own  laboratory,  their  smuggled  councils,  did  they  concoct  this  curse  for  mind 
and  world. 

The  word  of  God,  cause  and  effect,  that  graduates  the  approach  of  mind,  by  the  self- 
same deed,  to  the  Great  First  Cause  of  the  universe,  directs  necessarily  the  attention 
of  rational  mind  to  rationality,  and  no  faith  can  arise  except  correspondent  thereto. 
Hence,  all  the  priestocracies  of  all  the  peculiar  faiths,  past,  present  and  future,  merit 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  mind,  to  forsake  all  these  facts  for  their  pretences  and 
devices,  man-recorded,  ami  kept  up  by  the  wiles  and  false  pretences  of  the  priestocra- 
cies, who  would  be  expelled  the  pulpit  at  once,  if  the  world,  the  people,  rational  mind, 
vrere  to  do  justice  to  the  universe,  God-recorded,  ever-living,  God-record  of  facts. 

All  testimony  of  such  bibles  transmitted,  is  all  through  the  line  of  interested  priest- 
ocracy. 

Their  pulpit  sophistry  is  always  an  exparte  one-sided  statement.  The  world  ought 
not  only  to  analyze,  but  demand  that  both  sides  should  be  represented.  One  side  might 
have  done  for  the  times  of  mental  obscuration  and  despotism,  when  the  tripod  was  the 
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temple,  and  woman  was  the  priestess.  Bat  not  now,  when  monotheism  and  religion 
stand  invariably  on  the  unrepresented  side,  omitted  by  all  the  ignoroinions  pilferers  of 
God's  majesty  and  attributes.  All  the  priestocracy  deal  in  faith  their  counterfeit 
coin8-*-worth  nothing  to  the  world,  but  to  seduce,  deceive,  and  injure.  For  the  abuae 
of  mind,  whom  have  the  priestocracy  to  censure  but  themselves? 

Let  the  five  senses  rebuke,  the  light  of  the  universe  upbraid,  the  holy  martjfrs  of 
mind,  liberty,  silence  them. 

Mind  has  now  to  conquer  the  priestocracy.     It  has  to  be  done. 

All  this  is  a  very  important  matter,  as  sacrifices  of  all  kmds,  otherwise,  may  be  the 
results.  All  that  protects  man  is  rational  mind.  Any  profession,  not  meeting  princi- 
ples, is  unsafe.  It  is  not  the  name  of  the  thing,  but  the  thing  itself.  The  priestocracy 
will  speak  against  the  God  of  the  universe,  till  rational  mind  puts  them  down,  but  the 
mind  of  the  priestocracy  is  prostituted  to  miserable  peculiar  faith.  They  must  retire, 
and  leave  their  degradation  behind  them,  assume  the  God-like  condition  of  ratiooal 
mind — ^no  more  to  corrupt  and  debase  mind,  by  a  sneaking  cunning,  that  retires  behind 
all  false  positions  and  protections,  upholding  itself;  unlike  religion,  that  courts  investi- 
gation, to  be  pure  and  holy,  sacred,  and  innocent. 

There  are  some  people  so  unprincipled,  that  they  would  sacrifice  the  world  to  their 
base  self-interest.  Who  are  the  priestocracy  I  They  go  further ;  they  sacrifice  your 
and  their  souls  for  this  damnable  sin,  as  far  as  lies  in  them.  What  a  monster  of  ini- 
quihr  are  the  belials. 

The  priestocracy  could  give  up  tlie  bible,  but  not  their  livings. 

The  gaping  crowd  congregation  receives  all  the  preacher,  the  pulpit-man,  tells  it,  as 
true,  however  false  it  certainly  is  ;  never  investigates  the  outrageous  falsehoods  of  pe- 
culiar faith,  conspiring  all  the  time  to  deceive  mankind,  but  hears  tlie  sermon,  onlr 
another  name  for  a  full  story  of  perjured  sophistry,  and  praises  the  man  of  his  peculiar 
god,  his  bible,  for  giving  it  the  most  outrageous,  nauseous,  blasphemous  fa]sehood& 
This  is  the  history  of  the  church,  of  its  faith,  its  preachers.  Is  the  world  to  be  made 
up  of  the  vilest,  most  iniquitous  humbugs — in  the  face  of  mind,  that  can  become  rational 
enough  to  build  on  universe  conservative  principles,  that  hold  the  physical  and  moral 
creation  together,  to  the  highest  benefits  of  rationality  1  No  man,  atheist  or  polytheist, 
or  whatever  he  calls  himself,  can  cut  loose  from  principles,  that  keep  the  universe  oop 
mighty  unity,  without  which  the  whole  would  fly  asunder.  The  whole  universe,  then, 
must  ever  regard  its  conservative  principles,  physically  and  morally,  intellectually  and 
religiously. 

No  peculiar  bibles  or  priestocracy  can  pretend  to  them,  destitute  of  universal  charac- 
ter, claiming  to  be  particularly  peculiar,  for  a  peculiar  people,  and  all  the  oOfsprings  of 
characteristic  quality. 

When  the  pulpit  sophists  tell  the  people  to  avoid  reading  proper  books  on  both  sides 
of  the  discussion,  they  fall  short  of  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

Peculiar  faith  begets  the  most  stupendous  faults  on  the  world. 

But  will  not  monotheism  have  its  priestocracy  1 

If  it  do,  that  will  not  be  rational  religion.  It  will  be  a  priestocracy  speeu1atio». 
What  a  sublime  position  of  the  world,  declaring  rational  religion.  All  that  can  be  said 
for  such,  is  for  the  God  of  the  universe. 

The  priestocracy  have  endeavored  to  psychologize  mind,  subvert  principles  by  their 
doctrines  of  superstition,  using  all  manner  of  pious  frauds. 

What  they  aflfect  to  be  piety  and  charity,  heart  and  getting  religion,  ought  to  be 
banished  to  the  sun-rising  country,  that  will  have  a  sun>set. 

The  monster  superstition,  perverted  by  the  priestocracy,  has  perverted  the  noblest 
feelings  of  humanity,  outraged  the  most  refined  sentiments  of  mind,  and  butchered 
man.  The  very  existence  of  the  priestocracy  is  predicated  upon  the  idea  most  blas- 
phemous, that  the  Almighty  did  not  make  his  creation  aright,  hence  tlie  absurd  idea 
of  their  creation  that  had  to  be  tinkered  gind  constantly  botched  to  be  anyways  tolerable. 
There  are  many  rectifications,  but  in  the  mean  time  you  may  be  ruined,  crushed. 
Where  are  all  the  refined  right  and  feelings  of  humanity,  ere  they  be  rightly  established  ? 
No  other  standard  but  the  unity  of  the  Almighty,  can  give  a  universal  comprehension 
of  conservative  principles,  rational  religion. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  for  peculiar  faith  to  do  it. 

The  bible  talks  of  Christ's  kingdom,  while  rational  religionists  look  upon  God  as 
instituting  his  presidency.  Bigots,  churchmen  may  talk  about,  their  Christianity,  &c., 
but  they  are  utterly  incompetent  to  make  the  world  rational,  an  indispensable  essential 
to  its  civilization.     Religion  only  does  that. 

You  may  be  the  friend  of  Uie  priestocracy,  if  you  be  their  partizan  and  vassal ;  bat 
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yoQ  must  not  do  what  religion  decides  necessary,  call  in  question  their  acts.  No,  they 
a.fiect  to  be  infallible.  That  they  could  establish,  if  they  could  establish  the  stupidity 
of  the  people. 

Have  not  the  priestocracy  always  assumed  the  province  of  mind,  by  metaphysics, 
peculiar  doctrines,  &c.  ?  In  what  part  of  the  world  does  not  mind  find  the  peculiar 
faith-fiction  of  the  priestocracy  ?  All  ignorant  nations  have  tiieir  fanatic  creeds,  and, 
strange  to  say,  all  such  have,  though  modified  to  suit  the  complexion  of  the  times,  been 
retained  by  the  most  enlightened  part  of  the  world. 

It  is  time  that  all  such  superstition  should  be  expunged.  Priestocracy  that  sacrifice 
fiuman  beings  in  barban)us  ages,  and  cunningly  administer  sacraments  of  bread  and 
•wine  in  more  refined  ones,  or  of  one  pretendedly  a  human  sacrifice — all  is  intolerable 
butchery  of  rational  religion.  What  wise  patriots  of  the  world  at  this  day,  would 
affiliate  with  the  priestocracy?  To  have  the  mind  contented,  free,  happy,  Satisfied  and 
protected,  nothing  short  of  rational  religion  can  do  that,  which  the  priebtocracy  have 
not  and  never  can  get,  as  they  preach  up  for  their  faith,  not  rational  religion. 

Priestocracies  now  govern  the  world,  for  priests'  frauds.  Will  the  world  be  so  super- 
ficial as  to  be  thus  gulled  ?  Is  it  never  to  learn  wisdom  with  all  its  science  and  philo- 
sophy 1  Cunning  as  priest  sophistry,  its  junction  with  absolutism  for  both  to  support 
the  damnable  of  all  the  world's  curses,  peculiar  faith,  beats  all.  When  absolutism 
goes,  priestocracy  goes.  Freemen  of  America,  let  us  free  the  human  mind,  to  speed 
that  day ;  then  the  world  will  say.  Thanks  to  America,  not  only  for  the  blessings  of  con- 
stitutional government,  but  for  rational  religion.  VVhy  stands  the  world  withering 
under  the  priestocracy  curse,  when  it  might  be  triumphant  in  the  glories  and  happiness 
of  rational  religion  ?  Will  the  brute  force  of  absolutism,  and  the  duplicity  of  wily 
sophists,  thwart  mankind  ? 

The  apostles  prove  polytheism,  so  does  Christ,  Moses,  so  do  their  bibles.  What- 
ever is  legitimate  is  conservative,  nothing  less.  All  that  is  legal  is  not  so — part  may 
be  impolitic  and  unwise,  even  blasphemous,  as  the  union  of  church  a^id  state.  Mind 
should  get  rid  of  all  the  priestocracy  and  all  their  garbled  talcs,  if  nothing  more  to  rid 
the  world  of  the  source  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  people,  the  spirit  of  strife.  Emperors, 
lamas,  pope,  papa  and  bishops,  stop  3'our  fanatic  peculiar  faiths,  though  united  to  state  ; 
take  hold  of  the  strongest  link  of  more  rational  mind,  the  most  sublime,  on  God,  rational 
religion,  and  be  gi'eatcr  than  all  the  Maliomets,  Christs,  Bhudds. 

All  blasphemers  ought  to  be  corrected,  whether  called  Christs  or  Mabomets,  Smiths 
or  Bhudds,  lamas  or  popes,  papas,  pontile  or  emperors, 

*'  Touch  me  not,"  says  Christ.  My  disciples  are  more  holy  than  the  common  people. 
They  can  touch  me.  Well  done,  priestocracy,  support  your  corps  :  make  caste  if  you 
can.  Give  not  too  much  brief  authority  to  any  set  of  people,  nothing  but  constitu- 
tional power. 

Leave  no  room  to  the  bigot,  poly  the  ist,  or  atheist. 

If  the  present  priestocracy  will  be  so  ignobly  blind  as  not  to  know  they  are  doing 
vrong,  misleading  the  world,  let  the  wise  people  act. 

Priestocracy,  you  ought  to  know,  if  you  know  any  thing,  that  you  are  deluding  the 
people  ;  elevated  in  your  circle  of  supposed  knowledge,  you  ought  to  be  the  light  of 
blessing,  not  that  ot  curse. 

The  spirit  of  priestocracy  is  a  foul  spirit.  The  world  is  invoked  to  get  rid  of  its 
sins.  The  greatest  arc  committed  by  mind-perversions  of  the  priestocracy.  The 
wurid  fire-brands  arc  held  in  one  hand,  and  the  dissension  of  brothers,  the  world  cut  up 
into  sectarians  in  the  other. 

Usurpation  and  monopoly  are  ever  unprincipled  enough  to  resort  to  all  necessary 
expedients.  Priestocracy  are  one  of  them.  The  bigot  adheres  to  his  sophistry,  and 
does  not  seek  religion,  that  knows  none  of  it. 

Do  we  know  what  unlimited  despotism  the  priestocracy  have  had  from  tinie  imme- 
moriall  And  how  much  now,  have  they  1  How  much  less  is  it?  They  exercised  it 
in  all  departments  practicable.  Even  authors  were  consecrated  or  desecrated  as  they 
%vere  affiliated  to  tlieir  clique,  being  either  sacred  if  theirs,  or  profane  if  otherwise.  The 
days  were  in  the  same  category,  though  all  made  by  the  same  Almighty,  holy  if 
devottd  to  the  priestocracy,  but  otherwise,  not  so  respected.  The  whole  of  the  pre- 
sent race  of  world  priestocracy  under  all  immes  of  the  five  grand  divisions  and  appur- 
tenant islands,  ought  to  go  right  to  the  plough  at  once.  They  have  no  honor,  truth, 
nor  honesty  about  their  bibles  and  peculiar  faith,  acting  tory  to  all  the  basest  indigni- 
ties of  mind,  practiced. on  mind,  rights  and  souls. 

The  present  of  Gyges  to  the  Delphic  oracle,  proves  bribery  and  corruption  upheld 
by  monopoly  and  usurpation.  But  they  were  pagans.  Indeed.  They  were  not 
human,  ii  they  were  unlike  the  present  race  of  pagan  priestocracy.    Would  the  Eng- 
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]iBh  Episcopalian  faithites  quarrel  with  the  pope  now,  for  zeal  in  spreailiog  religion  in 
Enffland  ?     No. 

They  would  be  in  one  universal  brotherhood. 

But  now  sectarians,  as  all  Christians  are,  tliey  contend  for  the  perquisites  of  office, 
and  the  people  sovereigns,  who  should  quit  their  churches  in  a  body,  and  never  look 
there  on  such  seats  of  ijdiquity  and  mockery,  cut  each  others'  throats  for  all  such  most 
contemptible  trash.  And  this  is  the  C€ise  all  over  the  world,  where  popular  mind  i^ 
not  qualified  to  appreciate  this  God-abhorred  state  of  public  feeling.  The  priestocracy 
bribed  by  their  faith's  profits,  with  the  most  miserable  bad  taste,  seek  to  seduce  the 
world  from  rational  religion,  that  God  the  Creator  gave  the  world,  mankind,  mind. 
When  you  have  the  example  of  sophists  in  the  pulpit  to  children,  what  is  all  the  revek- 
tion  worth  1  Does  it  all  amount  to  any  thing  ?  Does  it  teach  mind  the  first  principles 
of  things  ?  Not  at  all.  It  is  all  priestocracy's  fabrications,  stories.  Why  do  not  the 
bible  bigots  avail  themselves  of  all  other's  experience  as  far  as  just  1  The  priesto- 
cracy talk  as  familiarly  of  God,  as  if  they  had  talked  with  him,  and  were  his  declared 
agents,  peculiarly  representing  him.  That  may  be  all  so  as  to  their  peculiar  god,  uox 
the  God  of  the  universe. 

Atheists  afi*ect  to  believe  in  no  God,  while  polytheists  are  foolishly  trying  to  make 
God  no  God,  as  they  deal  in  a  messiah.  They  go  back  to  the  pagan  heathen,  who  are 
all  in  their  category,  believing  in  a  number  of  gods.  Do  such  men  know  tlie  nature  of 
evidence 1 

The  world  demands  by  its  rights,  to  be  freed  from  sectarianism  of  all  kinds  as  mo&t 
corrupt  and  ungodly,  the  sooner  the  better.  Keep  rid  of  the  speculators  in  sacred 
things,  the  priestocracy. 

What  a  farce,  Nicholas,  in  your  sanctuary,  and  talking  about  faith.  When  emperor, 
you  degrade  yourself  below  the  man.  You  can  assume  nothing  about  God,  no  more 
than  your  lowest  subject,  and  have  no  more  commission  of  pontiff.  It  is  your  duty  t4> 
break,  not  increase  as  you  do,  the  spell  of  superstition.  That  is  a  miserable  prop  to 
absolutism.  The  world  must  know  that  it  is  th&  key  to  absolutism.  Stop  all  this  fatal 
fanaticism  to  the  world.  It  devolves  on  emperors,  pontiffs,  the  world  patriots,  to  correct 
all.  When  the  bible  dramatists  started  it,  they  did  not  know  the  dangerous  states  of 
absolutism  and  fanaticism,  backed  by  superstition  and  sophistry,  enthusiasm  and  all  the 
rest.  The  priestocracy  are  pensioned  felons,  who  should  be  put  out  as  professors  of 
the  world,  mind-perversion,  rickety,  crazy  sophistry.  The  world  will  not  reach  rational 
religion,  till  it  gets  rid  of  all  peculiar  faiths  and  its  demagogues. 

A  new  era  will  burst  upon  the  world  over  these  exploded  things,  and  that  will  be  the 
rationality  of  mind.  The  universe  of  peculiar  bibles  and  priestocracy  will  do  no  good, 
while  the  creator  of  that  universe  is  its  God.  Let  tlie  priestocracy  be  done  with  their 
insane,  crazy  ravings.  The  priestocracy  do  not  know  what  they  talk  of.  Take  the 
highest  and  only  legitimate  ground,  not  of  the  priestocracy.  Why  ?  They  as  irapos> 
tors,  have  no  ground.  Let  them  prove  all  their  own,  otherwise  they  must  be  silenL 
There  is  but  one  true  position,  that  is  rational  religion. 

Instead  of  the  vile  priestocracy  dosing  the  world  or  mind  with  more  sophistry,  to 
aflfect  getting  on  in  your  bible,  faith  and  church  sophistry,  think  of  what  will  avail  }  ou 
in  rational  religion. 

Bible  inspiratiqn  mirrors  the  distorted  sense  of  the  priestocracy,  who  left  a  memorial 
of  their  power  and  tyranny,  in  destroying  the  republican  Korah  and  friends,  to  the  terror 
of  the  future,  clearly  proving  that  intellect  and  firmness  did  speak  out  like  the  emana- 
tions of  mind,  not  entirely  lost. 

The  statement  about  iKorah  is  most  remarkable,  and  proves  much  against  Moses. 
One  of  the  worst  things  that  the  world  has  to  contend  against,  is  monopoly  and  usurpa- 
tion, in  all  their  forms ;  and  much  of  this  is  attempted  in  all  the  circles  of  life.  The 
base  and  perverted  mind,  apparently  occupying  a  conspicuous  better  position,  is  using  it 
to  all  the  disadvantages  in  its  circle  of  its  fellows,  and  availing  itself  of  all  manner  of 
means  to  secure  their  advantages. 

The  sophists  corrupting  the  frame-works  of  society,  make  sycophants  of  the  world, 
where  they  make  sectarians.  Religion  holds  in  abeyance  all  such  things,  as  she  holds 
in  the  same  category  the  priestocracy  and  absolutists.  The  councils  of  bible-makers, 
were  self-constituted,  and  thus  may  have  answered  the  nefarious  ends  designed,  but  not 
for  constitutional  freemen  who  demand  mind's  highest  rationality  and  supremacy.  Now 
all  free,  intelligent  minds  must  be  self-convicted  tories  to  mind,  mankind  and  God,  to 
acquiesce  in  such  nefarious  designs.  The  height  that  the  priestocracy  can  go,  is  to 
be  self-characterized  as  deluded  fanatics. 

Deluded  fanaticism  is  the  only  epitaph  that  can  be  truly  written,  on  all  the  priest- 
ocracy of  peculiar  faith,  and  this  can  be  written  in  bold  relief. 
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When  every  citizen  shall  be  instructed  in  all  proper  elements  of  a  rational  education, 
will  the  rational  world  consult  any  ignorant,  conceited  priestocracy,  a  deeply  interested 
source,  for  their  order  more  than  religion,  to  kiiow  who  God*  is,  when  it  has  an  incom- 
parably better  means  than  they  or  their  absurd  bibles,  that  represent  them,  ever  had,  or 
can  have  of  knowing? 

I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the  slaves  of  absolute  governments  going  for  their  bibles, 
a  part  of  their  despotism,  but  it  is  astonishing,  that  free  people  do  so. 

The  greenest  thing  the  world  does,  is  to  entrnst  to  ignorant  partisans,  the  priest- 
ocracy,  to  decide  about  religion  for  it,  what  they  have  not  got  themselves,  farther  than 
mind's  elements,  and  do  not  know  the  analysis  of.  Their  views  of  science  and  philo- 
sophy prove  it.  Do  you,  world  sophists,  think,  that  rational  mind  is  going  to  submit  to 
any  priestocracy  1  I  charge  you  in  the  name  of  religion,  truth,  the  God  of  the  universe, 
priestocracy,  to  cease  your  false  pretences. 

The  priestocracy  must  have  the  paternity  of  all  peculiar  bibles.  In  what  part  of  the 
world  did  not  they  receive  the  chief  spoils,  and  act  brutal  murderers,  the  sycophants, 
instead  of  the  opposcrs  of  brutal  idolatry  ?  Have  the  Mexicans  by  changing  the  faith, 
exchanged  the  difficulty  ?    Is  it  not  a  hopeless  vassalage,  degrading  to  popular  mind  ? 

Which  was  worse,  the  bloody  sacrifice  of  the  people  to  establish  the  pagan  christian, 
or  the  human  sacrifice  of  the  Indian  pagan  ?  Where  was  there  not  union  of  that  order, 
and  the  civil  rulers  1  Caesar  Augustus,  and  others  of  emperors,  assumed  the  office  of 
chief-priest,  and  gave  to  Constantine  the  idea  of  promoting  his  views  through  the 
christian  faith. 

Mankind  have  to  make  one  great  move  by  conservative  revolution,  and  reach  rational 
religion,  as  the  consummation  of  rational  mind. 

The  pope  at  the  height  of  the  papal  power,  assumed  authority  over  kings  and  poten- 
tates— Alexander  destroyed  Callisthenes  with  the  most  cruel  tortures,  because  he  re- 
fused to  worship  the  sot  as  a  god,  the  philosopher  opposing  what  the  African  priests 
admitted ! 

Will  you  sacrifice  the  supremacy  of  God,  religion  and  mind,  to  the  priestocracy  and 
idle  absurd  faith  1 

The  very  literature  of  the  world  is  ruined  by  the  priestocracy,  as  far  as  they  could 
corrupt  it,  by  helping  vitiate  it  by  bible  sophistries.  They  pretend  to  tell  us,  that  the 
Jews  could  not  be  fooled  by  their  priestocracy.  That  very  statement  is  the  foulest 
attempt  at  fooling  the  modern  world.  What  did  they  do  with  the  gold,  that  Aaron  got 
of  the  Jews  to  make  a  calf?  Did  they  not  substitute  a  cheat  on  the  people  then,  of  the 
worst  fraud  ?  Answer,  chemists.  Could  slave  Jews  resist  their  despotic  masters,  who 
massacred  the  refractory  for  centuries  in  Jewry,  killing  the  priests  of  each  party  as 
victorious.     Here  were  holy  wars,  with  a  vengeance. 

Psychology  of  mind  prevails  in  this  department,  surely.  All  nations,  in  every  age, 
are  fooled  by  superstition.  Does  not  the  whole  world  now  pay  the  priestocracy  millions 
yearly,  to  humbug  it  with  the  most  blasphemous  lies  ?  And  is  not  the  whole  brood  of 
humbugs  hatching  all  over  the  world  every  few  months,  in  saintly  knockings,  liquefac- 
tion, «r  flowing  of  blood  ? 

W- ill  you  rely  on  false  bibles  and  faith,  when  the  very  foundation,  pretended  pro- 
phecy, ruined  the  Jewish  nation,  and  caused  their  deadly  million-slaughter  at  Jerusa- 
lem ?  What  nation,  on  such  premises,  was  ever  saved  ?  Did  not  the  popes  seek  to 
ruin  or  rule  the  world  for  centuries,  and  cheat  it  for  ail  the  time  of  their  existence,  as 
far  as  in  them  lay  ?  Such  characters  will  strive  to  ruin  it  now,  at  any  time.  Be 
silent,  or  disgraced.  If  wrong,  be  set  right ;  do  not  be  fanatics  or  bigots,  that  is  foolish 
and  criminal. 

Act  for  religion.  The  majesty  of  the  law  and  principles  is  over  the  bigotry  of  pecu- 
liar priestocracy. 

Where  the  priestocracy  cannot  bully  the  world,  they  defraud  it  by  sophidtry.  You, 
priestocracy,  are  fast  approaching  your  insignificance,  to  be  the  scorn  and  contempt  of 
the  world.  You  compromise  with  science,  that  shows  your  character  in  all  her  depart- 
ments. You  do  not  not  go  for  principles  when  you  go  for  faith — then  of  course  yon  do 
not  go  for  religion. 

How  much  greater  power  could  that  of  the  priestocracy  have  been  in  many  countries, 
as  India,  Thibet,  and  Egypt?  .  In  the  last,  whose  province  was  it,  but  the  priestocracy, 
to  take  charge  of  the  hieroglyphics,  thetvery  name  indicating  their  functions,  which 
gave,  besides  their  other  mighty  privileges,  vast  advantages  ?  What  history  was  not 
subject  to  their  control,  what  fiction  not  in  their  power  ?  And  Moses,  or  his  god-fathers, 
priestocracy,  drank  deep  enough  of  its  mind-jugglery,  beating,  iif  we  believe  their 
bible,  the  Egyptians  at  their  own  tricks. 

Is  it  for  these  that  the  fires  of  Smithfield,  the  butcheries  of  Paris,  of  Mexico,  of 
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Salem,  and  a  thousand  such  scenes,  desecrated  for  thousands  of  years,  should  be 
aroused  ?  Kings  have  aspired  to  unite  this  profession  with  theirs,  to  gull  and  gov  em 
the  people  to  their  liking.  No  profession  can  be  more  debauched.  The  kings  of 
Sparta  were  high  priests  of  the  nation ;  the  emperors  of  Rome  were.  What  could 
withstand  such  formidable  power  ? 

Peculiar  faith  has  been  part  of  the  national  government  of  the  world ;  and  as  free  as 
America  is,  still  it  is  a  component  of  more  than  is  estimated. 

The  influence  of  the  priestocracy  is  conspicuous  throughout  Asia,  where  despotism 
of  mind  has  too  long  prevailed. 

In  ancient  Egypt  it  extended  beyond  death,  and  even  burial  was  in  abeyance  to  their 
courts. 

Who  but  the  high  priest  could  enter  the  interior  retreat  of  the  Jewish  temple  ?  Who 
could  detect  any  deceit  tliere  mind-factured  ?  Priestocracies  and  astronomers  conW 
translate  Queen  Bernice^s  hair  to  become  a  constellation.  Astronomers  since  have 
burnt  up  stars  to  gratify  bibles  and  their  worshippers.     What  a  world  \ 

What  nation  that  had  priestocracy  but  felt  the  effects  of  their  domineering  spirit  1 
The  old  Roman  high  priest  had  great  authority ;  has  the  modem,  the  pope,  ajiy  less ! 
The  functions  of  priestocracy,  pagan,  always  are  analogous.  What  priestocracy  have 
not  used  the  sword  when  available  1  The  world  has  never  analyzed  this  subject  com- 
prehensively. 

From  the  contradiction,  by  God's  immutability,  of  any  sight  of  God  by  mortals,  it  is 
clear  demonstration  that  it  was  the  priestocracy  that  spoke,  with  the  bible,  their  mouth- 
piece, and  that  it  was  their  peculiar  god  that  was  seen.  When  mind  becomes  rational 
on  this  subject,  and  these  worthies  drop  their  heart-faith,  then  they  will  discern  clearly. 
Freemen-priestocracy,  act  like  wise  and  honest  men,  for  once  in  your  life,  and  admit 
that  the  whole  perjury  has  been  your  deception  ;  that  henceforth  you  will  not  be  so  de- 
graded as  to  mislead  yourselves,  much  less,  mankind.  The  world  requires  your  best 
actions.  Give  them  to  the  magnificent  sublimity  of  rational  religion,  that  truly  repre- 
sents Deity. 

What  is  more  intolerant  than  bigotry,  what  more  untruthful  than  peculiar  faith,  that 
renders  morbidly  irritable  the  mind,  and  debauches  its  fairest  powers  of  ratiocination, 
that  leads  mind  from  the  humblest  effect  to  the  mightiest  Great  First  Cause.  Nicho- 
las, and  all  ye  who  assume  to  make  capital  of  this  rickety  soul-curse,  lay  aside  all  faith 
as  totally  inefficient — only  made  for  temporal  misgovcrnment.  Are  the  priestocracy 
more  knaves  than  fools?     What  are  the  absolutists  of  the  world  but  the  wire-workers  1 

It  is  self-evident  that  the  priestocracy  have  been  corrupted  by  their  bibles,  that  moftt 
be  perjured,  reeking  with  the  abominations  of  forgery.  Yes,  the  priestocracy  forged 
their  bibles,  and  altered  them  to  suit  cases. 

From  the  very  first,  all  these  sophists  combined  and  conspired  to  defraud  the  whole 
world  with  their  swindling  bible-effronteries  and  false  pretences,  that  require  all  the 
felonious  collusions  for  ever,ias  long  as  they  last ;  thus  the  world  will  never  be  free 
from  base,  low  intrigues,  until  it  is  exempt  from  all  the  conspiring  causes. 

What  a  miserable  state  of  morals,  despotic  usurpation  presents.  The  old  regime- 
mind,  is  hard  to  operate  on.     It.only  thinks,  as  others  before  have  thought. 

World-bigots  are  stupid.     What  rational  mind  have  the  bigots  of  one  idea? 

Of  course,  no  part  of  monotheism  will  suit  the  monopolizing  priestocracy,  who  de- 
sire their  own  code  of  usurpation  established,  to  speculate  on  the  world,  bribed  and  scs 
duced  by  the  mercenary  advantages. 

When  the  priestocracy  shall  be  no  more — and  the  sooner  the  better — ^the  world  will 
be  at  peace  that  much,  and  enjoy  that  much  of  the  sacred  gift  of  religion.  There  arc 
no  functions  of  the  priestocracy  pertinent  to  mind — ^not  one — as  all  are  impositions. 
The  Christians,  as  much  as  any,  are  impostors,  blasphemers,  being  bitter  feudal  secta- 
rians. Now,  the  priestocracy  may  complain  that  I  have  been  very  severe  on  them,  h 
is  they,  not  I,  that  are  severe,  i^s  they  have  established  their  position,  and  I  merely  ex- 
pose it  as  imposition.  It  was  the  vices  of  the  times  for  them  to  have  adopted  them, 
but  it  will  be  the  crimes  of  ntodern  times  to  maintain  all  such.  All  peculiar  faith 
priestocracy,  and  there  can  be  no  other,  originating  from  superstition  and  sophistry, 
want  of  philosophical  science,  and  maintaining  their  course  by  false  pride  and  bigotry, 
not  having,  of  course,  rational  religion,  have  resorted  to  bible  codes  to  lie  for  them. 
They  war  for  all  such,  that,  if  put  down,  puts  down  all  their  infamous  propagators  and 
fabricators.  That  is  the  reason  that  the  priestocracy  perjure  themselves  constantly,  as 
well  as  their  affiliated  minions,  for  these  false  conceptions,  these  bantlings,  fire-torches 
to  the  whole  world.  The  priestocracy  have  proved  that  they  did  not  know  God,  re- 
ligion, or  morals.  That  is  too  clear  for  a  stultified  mind  to  miss.  Their  bible  is  a  code 
for  petty  larceny. 
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Priestocracy  inspiration  is  it  that  misleads,  at  every  step  in  all  departments,  by  thwr 
pollutions. 

What  can  render  their  books  holy?    Surely,  not  because  kept  by  such  priests? 

Faith  bibles  embody  perjuries,  and  that  you  call  morals  and  religion  ? 

There  is  nothing  equal  to  it,  except  the  antagonism  of  the  vulgar  priestocracy  against 
rational  religion,  ^%'hich  they  cannot  touch  with  their  polluted  lips  and  hands. 

Who  wrote  the  peculiar  bible?  The  priestocracy.  What  sort  of  government  did 
the  Jews  have  therefrom  ?  The  most  contemptible,  that  of  the  priestocracy,  as  they 
were  nearly  always  at  civil  war,  butchering  each  others'  priestocracy ;  idolatrous,  sac- 
rificing their  children  a8  burnt  offerings,  slaves  for  centuries,  by  their  own  confession, 
and  at  last  winding  up  the  whole  national  catastrophe  by  one  great,  awful  million  sacri- 
fice at  the  seige  of  Jerusalem,  on  the  altar  of  their  superstition,  for  one  oracle  or  pre- 
tended prophecy ;  and  finally,  not  worth  being  the  notice  of  the  world,  that  rejected 
them  even  as  slaves ! 

Nicholas,  you  and  brother  pontiffs,  if  your  people  were  possessed  of  rational  educa- 
tion, would  be  laughed  to  scorn,  if  you  sought  to  be  the  mountebanks  of  the  priest- 
ocracy. 

W^hy  mislead  your  people  in  the  most  essential  of  all  vital  subjects,  that  of  religion, 
which,  as  rational,  you  do  not  possess.  You  have  your  mouths  full  of  peculiar  faith, 
but  no  religion  from  that  source,  but  the  very  reverse. 

Why,  people,  do  you  assent  to  the  priestocracy,  as  if  you  belonged  to  them,  rather 
than  God  ? 

No  one  should  affect  a  department,  to  which  they  are  unqualified,  as  the  priestocracy. 
They  argue,  like  monomaniacs,  from  wrong  premises. 

Self-interest  and  peculiar  education  have  blinded  and  deranged  them.  Rational  edu- 
cation produces  the  proper  equilibrium  of  mind. 

The  world  should  take  peculiar  faith  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  priestocracy,  that 
the  people  may  enjoy  the  full  benefits  of  God's  religion. 

Now  the  dynasty  of  the  priestocracy  has  had  thfe  world  long  enough  in  vile  vassalage 
to  their  peculiar  bibles,  faith  and  pretences,  all  false,  that  separate  mind  from  religion. 

Let  all  the  priestocracy  resign  their  assumed  mercenary  commissions,  that  the  de- 
ceived sovereign  people  of  the  world  have  ignobly  surrendered  to.  The  world  has  need 
of  all  the  checks  and  balances  that  principles  bestow,  taking  nothing  for  granted  from 
any  source,  above  all  of  peculiar  faith,  the  theatre  of  the  greatest  frauds,  where  the 
priestocracy  riot  over  the  rights  and  mind  of  the  whole  sovereign  people.  Religion  is 
for  us,  to  have  a  right  decision,  in  order  that  all  the  balance  be  right. 

Never  submit  to  the  tender  mercies  of  any  world  seducers  or  pirates — take  the  only 
proper  stand  or  platform  of  principle,  and  then  all  is  well. 

Submit  to  no  ignorant,  degraded,  because  fraudulent  priestocracy,  to  define  the  rights 
of  soul  or  mind  for  the  world's  people. 

Attack  all  the  strongest  holds  of  peculiar  faithites  by  the  proper  armor  of  truth,  and 
they  will  be  demolished.  They  are  now  upheld  by  the  false  aids  of  malign  influence 
and  power. 

The  priestocracy  peculiar  god  spoke  as  they  dictated,  just  like  the  Romans  or  any 
others.  Whom  does  monotheism  offend,  but  the  priestocracy  and  their  deluded  vas- 
sals ?  Who  affect  to  assail  this,  the  God  of  the  universe  position,  but  these  short- 
sighted, sacrilegious  blasphemers?  Is  there  aught  of  beauty  in  robbery,  when  the 
whole  is  a  general  smuggle  between  monarchies  and  priestocracies,  all  mind-despots  ? 

"  Egypt  is  a  base  kingdom."  Yes,  and  what  made  it  a  base  kingdom  ?  The  priest- 
ocracy. Who  made  India  the  basest  of  kingdoms,  that  was  not  even  known  to  these 
wiseacres,  the  pretended  prophets  ? 

What  is  the  universal  history  of  all  priestocracies  in  every  age  and  character,  but  a 
universal  imposition,  on  citizens  as  strangers,  taking  all  in,  because  brief  authority  can 
be  used. 

Slave  vassals  of  superstition !  If  ignorant,  they  are  unworthy,  as  they  are,  to  teach 
the  illustrious  truths  of  principles  they  never  knew  rightly. 

If  knowing,  they  are  hypocrites  and  impostors  to  religion,  for  the  counterfeit,  their 
supposed  temporary  benefit.  They  have  no  excuse  to  palliate  their  blasphemy  and  per- 
jury, for  they  have  no  documents,  to  talk  of  God,  but  what  cause  and  effect  present. 
Always  sophists  in  their  theme,  because  their  peculiar  faith,  as  bible,  is  utterly  false. 

Monotheism  is  their  teacher,  and  bids  them  all  silence  forever,  in  the  name  of  the 
Great  First  Cause.  In  peculiar  faiths  most  of  the  world  is  outraged,  by  the  barbarous 
notions  of  conceited  priestocracies.  All  are  pagan  fanatics,  and  most  corrupt  at  that, 
by  their  own  or  others'  bigotry. 

What  despoUflm  they  seek  to  oarry  out.    What  millionB  of  bloody  murders  have 
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been  perpetrated  for  their  usurpation,  tiiat  wars  on  all  sense  of  religions  justice  ?  lo 
all  such  there  is  no  rational  religion.  You  prate,  Christian,  about  charity,  in  the  S»ce 
of  all  this,  and  deny  justice.  Never  use  the  first,  as  long  as  your  fanaticism  in  my 
peculiar  shape  bible  prevents  the  last. 

Your  faith  annihilation,  alone,  will  only  do  justice  to  miud  the  oppressed.  Why  nm- 
ture  any  priestocracy,  that  are  the  world's  nuisances  1 

Priestocracies  cannot  communicate  religion  :  they  are  a  libel  on  Deity,  its  author. 

Is  it  not  murderous  quackery  in  ecclesiastical,  church,  and  political  unions,  to  pi«- 
vent  the  popularizing  of  religion  :  it  is  the  depth  of  dishonesty  to  wrest  such  rights  froci 
the  world,  and  it  is  the  foulest  perjury  for  them  to  assume  control  over  mind^s  depan- 
ment. 

Do  the  clergy  correct  their  mistakes  1  It  is  high  time  that  they  set  about  ihca. 
myriad  as  they  are.  Instead  of  preaching  to  congregations,  in  future,  false  pe<»ulnr 
faiths,  let  them  absolve  themselves  from  all  such  heinous  sins,  and  learn  to  appreciate 
the  Godly  and  sublime  truths  of  monotheism.  What  is  the  vital  conservative  principle 
of  religion  1  Not  peculiar  faith  positively,  but  principles  fully  and  fairly  carried  out. 
Has  not  the  church  been  kindling  all  the  time  high  treason  to  religion,  all  the  clemeLt 
of  civil  war  and  bloodshed  ?  The  sacrod  preachers,  the  divines !  Sacred  sophists  zi 
well,  and  truthfully  said. 

I  once  thought  it  almost  impossible  that  perjury  could  be  conmiitted,  but  when  I  s^* 
its  platform  laid  in  the  pulpit,  rational  morals  and  religion  both  undermined  thereby,  I 
am  obliged  to  know  that  a  radical  wrung  is  laid  at  the  framework  of  society,  and  tir 
grossest  violations  of  right  are  perpetrated. 

What  an  absurdity,  to  damn  to  all  eternity  the  whole  human  race,  not  for  the  wcai- 
ness  of  two  fictitious  people,  but  for  the  wicked  mercenariness  of  the  priest4>cracy.  ib- 
authors.  Adam  and  Eve  do  not  reach,  by  thousands  of  years,  the  first  world  pcapt. 
What  is  equal  to  the  corruption  of  the  mercenary  clergy,  who  confess  dying  peoj4c, 
who  are  thus  to  go  out  of  the  world  with  perjured  lies  in  their  mouths. 

Where  is  the  punishment  of  these  soul-assassins  ? 

It  is  in  mind,  enlightened  by  the  liberal  principles  of  monotheism. 

This  clan  and  clique  have  exercised  all  the  despotism  that  they  could  get,  in  all  tV 
forms  of  tyranny.  Their  social  excommunications  and  proscriptions  now,  arc  ro»*T? 
types  of  their  ferocious  intention,  their  will  if  empowered.  No  doubt,  ancient  hunid* 
victims  that  were  sacrificed  on  their  bloody  altars,  were  such  as  suited  their  malip 
and  fiendish  designs. 

Priestocracy !  you  say  you  go  for  your  god  and  gods.  How  can  you  go  for  ih- 
Creator  of  the  universe,  when  your  gods  are  all  peculiar  1  You  act  hypocritically  u- 
foolishly,  when  you  substitute  one  for  the  other. 

No  sane  mind:  can  go  for  peculiar  gods  and  a  universal  God  at  the  same  time,  els« 
the  true  and  counterfeit  are  all  one  and  the  same. 

The  one  has  no  priestocracy,  whilst  the  others  are  represented  by  them,  and  onJ; 
breathe  in  their  atmosphere.  If  their  codes,  their  books  were  to  be  blotted  out,  thfr 
existence  goes  with  the  books !  O  blind  and  foolish  priestocracy,  to  worship  gods  th* 
cannot  survive  man^s  mind^s  perverted  mementoes  of  them.  Not  so,  the  God  of  tbe 
universe,  which  endorses  its  author,  and  that  measures  eternity.  The  union  of  titf 
whole  is  pagan  mixture. 

That  these  people  should  stoop  so  low  to  pick  up  the  trash  of  the  earth,  when  thet 
miffht  reap  immortal  honors  in  God-given  elements. 

But  the  rationalist  is  to  be  told,  that  part  of  the  world  must  be  held  subject  to  fear. 
not  rationality.  What  stuff,  emanating  from  the  same  corrupt  source.  You,  citiaes> 
have  to  be  one  or  the  other,  a  rational  or  irrational  being.  No  matter  your  belief  or 
faith,  have  you  acted  to  the  best  of  your  ability  ?  Have  you  fostered  religious  senti- 
ments ?  Sir,  as  a  good  citizen,  you  are  bound  to  declare  for  all  that  promotes  the 
noblest  principles. 

You  have  to  act  for  general  good. 

Monotheism  condemns  all  priestocracy  as  crazy,  if  not  knaves,  and  coofirms  sT 
rational  minds  in  the  highest  of  all  allegiance,  supreme  obligations  to  Deity.  Noih 
can  revoke,  none  can  secede — all  are  proved  on  the  highest  principles  of  demonstn- 
tion  to  be  bound  to  the  commands  of  monotheism.  Hereafter  let  no  polytheist,  »^ 
atheist,  benefited  as  both  are  by  principles,  affect  any  doctrine  that  will  tolerate  brutal 
indifference,  neglect  or  violation  of  the  religion  of  principles.  Proving  such  to  be 
universally  right,  demonstrates  the  highest  obligations  of  mind  universally. 

So  far  from  the  priestocracy  having  religion,  in  that  respect  they  are  greatest,  merest 
sophists  and  oracle-mongers,  all  mercenary,  though  they  have  religion  as  mind  pos- 
aessea  it,  whatever  they  do  not  neutralize  by  their  profession.    The  great  mistake  with 
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all  vulgar  miDds  unenlightened  is,  to  suppose  that  any  one  peculiar  faith,  as  Chris- 
tianity, Judaism,  or  Mormonism  is  religion,  when  they  do  not  contain  one  particle,  but 
trade  on  a  false  capital,  having  all  their  merits,  if  any,  from  monotheism,  that  their  pro- 
fessors most  ungrratefully  libel.  This  at  once  proves  the  folly,  infatuation,  and  bigotry 
about  free  agency  of  mind,  that  must  attain  the  highest  rationality  to  be  a  perfect  free 
agent,  as  legitimately  purposed  on  principles. 

The  king  can  do  no  wrong,  is  analogous  to  their  divine  rights,  as  those  of  the  priesto- 
cracy,  who  affect  to  be  oracle-makers  evinced  in  their  bibles,  that  cut  up  all  religious 
wisdom,  as  all  their  peculiar  doctrines  are  at  war  therewith.  All  this  is  of  a  piece, 
and  results  from  the  self-adopting  and  making  of  the  sovereign  people  who  should  never 
know  either  more.  If  there  be  the  best  of  reasons  for  getting  rid  of  the  odious  des- 
potism of  one,  there  is  as  much  in  that  of  the  other. 

Of  the  sexes,  women  take  the  lead  in  peculiar  faith,  acting  as  if  they  could  not  rea- 
son, but  as  the  creatures  of  impulse,  complete  fanatics,  made  so  by  superstition  and  its 
peculiar  education.  This  is  a  part  of  the  world^s  despotism,  that  curtailed  their  rights. 
Do  fears  of  childbirth  increase  all  this? 

Any  one  that  ought  to  know  better  by  his  intelligence,  if  a  legislator,  that  passes 
laws  to  uphold  such  priestocracy  and  faith,  is  traitor  to  his  God  and  country,  the  world, 
mind  and  truth,  above  all  religion. 

There  can  be  no  infidelity  where  there  is  no  truth,  except  that  the  advocates  are 
infidel  to  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  I  would  not  have  bloodshed  to  promote  revolu- 
tion, all  of  which  can  by  the  will  of  sovereign  mind  be  conservative  and  bloodless, 
much  less  to  oust  the  priestocracy,  as  they  are  included  in  the  category ;  I  leave  all 
remedy  fairly,  honorably,  and  properly  carried  out. 

If  they  do  not  prove  their  bible  at  proper  time,  they  are  entitled  to  no  confidence  of 
honest  and  truthful  minds ;  they  never  should  say  another  word  about  their  faith,  that 
is  utterly  faithless,  much  less  show  their  face  in  the  pulpit,  for  assuredly  such  conduct 
will  be  felony,  treason  to  honesty  and  religion,  is  perjury,  and  of  most  corrupt  govern- 
ments. When  the  world  rightly  abolishes  them,  much  of  despotism  is  abolished.  If 
any  such  were  abolished  by  other  than  legitimate  conservative  revolution,  great  evils 
would  be  perpetrated  probably,  though  they  have  debauched  mind  all  over  the 
world. 

Who  are  the  priestocracy  that  they  should  be  consulted  in  religion,  a  matter  that  they 
nor  the  bibles,  that  represent  all  their  vices,  follies  and  crimes,  do  not,  cannot  compre- 
hend ?  There  is  no  such  a  thing  as  religion  in  all  the  profession  and  their  books. 
Away  with  all  such  impostors  and  impositions,  that  go  for  smuggling  all  practicable 
power,  and  have  no  compunction  of  conscience  in  its  use. 

When  was  it  ever  the  case  that  the  priestocracy  did  not  prove  themselves  the  worst 
of  despots  ?  But  they  excuse  themselves  under  the  cloak  and  pretences  of  their  bible. 
This  is  only  the  circle  of  despotism,  worse  and  worse,  adding  sophistry  thereto.  One 
set  of  smugglers  forge  a  bible,  and  others  carry  out  the  despotism.  If  burial  be  of  any 
consequence  by  priests,  we  see  it  nullified,  compromising  their  dignity,  in  refusing  to 
bury  those  in  their  claimed  consecrated  public  cemetery  who  refused  to  confess  to 
priests.  The  priestocracy  are  felons  then,  to  affect  peculiar  faith  for  Religion.  All  the 
priestocracy  writers,  as  preachers,  are  of  the  same  character. 

Swcdenborg  afifects,  as  is  claimed,  to  have  seen  three  kinds  of  lights  in  the  celestial 
and  other  regions. 

The  advocates  affect  to  canvass  the  various  conditions  of  the  eye  qualified  for  such 
vision,  absurdly  forgetting  that  the  lie  is  endorsed  only  by  the  fabulist. 

Do  you  blame  the  spiritual  knockers  and  rappers  ?  Dismiss  such  spiritual  visions  as 
this  man's,  John's,  PauPs,  and  all  such  fellows,  as  all  such  bibles.  When  this  writer 
tells  us  that  the  material  and  spiritual  worlds  are  separated  from  each  other,  he  defines 
his  own  perjured  position,  as  all  other  mortals,  the  utter  impossibility  of  any  ingress  by 
the  inmates  of  either. 

To  freemen  belongs  the  proper  adoption  of  principles  that  exclude  all  the  priestocra- 
:*ics  in  the  world,  and  all  their  stupid  inconsistencies — ^as  the  first  cannot  breathe  the 
same  atmosphere,  and  live  honorably  at  least.  Their  pretences  are  the  most  disreputa- 
ble, taking  advantage  of  religion,  and  introducing  their  fanaticism  and  superstition. 
A-fTecting  to  rebuke  sin,  the  most  sinful  of  all  the  human  race,  invading  the  framework 
yf  society  by  their  base  corruption  ;  imposing  their  sophisms  on  the  world,  that  is  bai- 
led and  swindled  to  adopt  them. 

Organization  of  society  on  right  basis  will  exclude  all  priestocracies.  The  sacred 
[unctions  of  mind,  society,  family,  man,  require  it,  as  they  deserve  no  countenance. 
I^hey  have  ruined  every  nation  that  they  could  place  a  foothold  on. 

What  coDBcience  have  they  ?    That  of  bigots,  measured  by  their  own  interests. 
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The  priestocracy  have  mind-factured  the  peculiar  redeemer,  and  are  caaght  ia  their 
perjury «  while  the  Creator  is  a  self-evident  universe-conservator. 

I  am  willing  to  allow  all  the  patriotism,  virtue  and  religion,  found  in  the  whole  bodj 
of  the  world-pricstocracy ;  but  all  that  is  not  their  fund,  but  all  of  mind^s  fond,  aad  the 
capital  unacknowledged,  of  rational  religion. 

How  much  has  the  world  expiated  for  the  faults,  crimes,  of  its  polluted  despots?  I 
take  the  position  that  all  peculiar  faith  inventors,  propagators,  aiders  and  abettors,  are 
impostors,  and  are  amenable  to  the  interdiction  of  religion. 

For  parents  to  give  peculiar  faith  education  to  children,  is  to  give  them  mental 
poison. 

Before  religion  can  be  properly  appreciated,  she  must  be  purely  rational. 

Too  much  has  been  left  to  the  barbarian  priestocracy,  much  less  should  it  be  to  their 
men  of  straw,  or  vassals.  They  have  disunited  their  own  paternal  originators,  have 
separated  country  and  world  associations.  Monotheism,  fortunately,  has  prevented 
their  ruining  mankind  entirely. 

But  what  will  you  do  for  the  consecrated  rites  of  religion  in  the  dying  hour  ?  Who 
can  impart  them  of  mortals?  Can  the  priestocracy,  that  pirate  on  religion?  Of  all 
the  world  pilferers,  pirates  and  swindlers,  they  cap  all,  affecting  to  dispose  of  wares 
on  false  pretences,  not  in  their  invoice,  without  one  particle  of  truth  or  honesty. 

What  can  we  think  of  the  priestocracy,  who  depart  from  the  conventional  rales  of 
reason  and  civilization,  and  fly  to  peculiar  faith,  that  is  peculiar  falsehood,  to  subaerve 
their  ends? 

£levatcd  mind  must  detest  that  mock  sentimentalism  that  will  stickle  for  such 
myrmidons  and  their  bibles,  and  sacrifice  the  world^s  minds,  beet  and  holiest  rights, 
therefor. 

What  does  it  avail  to  bespeak  the  sympathy,  the  justice,  the  religious  sentiments  of 
unprincipled  desperadoes  ?  They  should  be  exposed  and  counteracted.  What  huck- 
sters are  the  priestocracies  of  that  which  does  not  belong  to  them. 

If  they  do  not  believe  in  the  doctrines  they  preach,  they  are  hypocrites  ;  if  they  da 
they  are  absurd  and  ignorant  believers.  They  disown  a  God  in  seeking  their  pretended 
savior,  and  discard  a  conservation  higher  than  a  redeemer.  They  place  him  on  this 
earth,  thereby  neutralizing  and  annihilating  his  universal  character,  that  renders  it 
effete,  if  it  squinted  at  diversity,  thinking  of  tlieir  little  four-cornered  earth. 

The  priestocracy  should  leave  by  all  means  their  pulpit,  for  they  belie  God's  charac- 
ter. This  is  a  perfect  world,  and  presents  man  as  he  is,  thus  gainsaying  all  their  false 
positions.  They  put  themselves  before  religion,  debasing,  as  the  dirty  tools  of  despot- 
ism, mind. 

God  does  not  know  any  priestocracy  at  all,  as  he  only  knows  mind  and  principles. 

Why  do  the  priestocracy  conspire  against  universal  principles,  when  they  have  nothin^r 
to  palliate  their  crimes ;  for  instead  of  upholding  religion,  they  subvert  it,  and  cheat 
themselves  worst  of  all  the  world. 

Why  will  they  bear  false  witness  against  the  God  of  the  universe,  and  spend  their 
life  in  constant  perjury  ? 

Their  change  from  worse  to  better  involves  no  inconsistency  at  all,  for  mind  pro- 
gresses thus  in  improvement.  If  the  world  could  see  all  the  schemes  of  the  priest- 
ocracy concocted  for  the  promotion  of  their  vile  objects,  it  would  be  shocked  indeed  at 
their  iniquity.  What  if  it  could  only  see  that  which  has  been  suppressed,  what  would 
not  be  disclosed  ?  By  their  own  guarded  disclosures,  enough  of  priestocracy  revelation 
is  given  to  prove  their  ignoble  conspiracy  on  mind,  by  unmitigated  perjuries. 

They  usurped  all  practicable  to  attain  power  supreme  over  monarchies,  as  is  most 

evident  by  what  the  popes  of  Rome  did.     Down,  priestocracies,  caterers  of  despotism 

of  the  world — ^the  worst  of  counterfeiters  of  religion  itself.     The  priestocracy  are 

nothing  compared  with  the  industrious  operative.     It  is  horrible  that  youth  of  excellent 

•  character  should  be  decoyed  into  the  ministry  to  be  corrupted. 

They  are  to  preach  morals  and  religion  on  a  base  of  world  piracy,  peculiar  faith 
bibles.  ^That  is,  their* very  beginning  is  a  sacrifice  of  morals  and  religion,  and  a  perpe- 
tration of  professional  perjury.  Deny  it  if  you  dare,  with  truth,  and  yon  are  the  most 
impudent  assassins  of  truth.  All  such  were  ancient  soothsayers,  augurs,  priests,  priest- 
esses and  oracle-makers.  What  difference  is  there  between  Jew  and  Jew  christian 
oracles,  and  theirs  ?  The  most  truthful  analysis,  can  show  none.  They  are  and  were 
all  pagans.  Is  it  because  the  sophist  shows  towering  churches,  that  the  fact  is  thus 
disguised  ?  Where  are  the  most  splendid  temple  of  Diana  of  Ephesus,  that  of  Minerva, 
of  Apollo,  of  Jupiter  Olympus  ?  Now  in  ruins  with  their  worship,  because  all  was  des- 
titute of  principles,  the  religion  of  principles ;  and  thus  all  paganism  will  be. 

The  world  needs  religion,  not  faith,  nor  despotism,  nor  its  vassalB,  the  priestocracy. 
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Think  you,  that  modern  temples  and  their  faiths,  are  any  the  better,  than  the  ancients? 
The  world  needs  no  false  creeds,  bibles  or  priestocracies,  false  teachers.  It  needs  cor- 
rect legislation,  action,  elevation  of  character. 

Again,  too,  the  great  world,  the  balance,  over  and  above  the  faithites,  that  adopts  no 
creeds,  needs  morals,  religion  improved  as  well  as  the  fathites. 

None  are  exempt  in  creation  as  rational  minds,  from  their  paramount  duty  and 
supreme  obligation,  that  must  be  taught  them  rightly,  by  all  the  best  means  of  enlight- 
ened, rational  education.  Monotheism  alone  will  do,  answer  for  all  the  world,  no  matter 
their  creeds  or  opinions,  that  must  be  rightly  disciplined,  by  tl»e  supreme  standard  for 
rational  mind. 

You  preachers  affect,  that  yon  are  after  religion  alone — then  adopt  monotheism,  with 
all  its  efficient  surveillance  over  the  world  and  all  its  parts,  and  drop  all  your  false  posi- 
tions, now,  henceforth  and  evermore.  You  act  the  vilest  of  the  vile — for  you  profess 
and  act  perjury. 

The  caricature  of  God,  booked  in  your  bibles  and  acts,  was  their  own  mind  picture 
self-drawn,  daguerreotyped.     Little  did  those  fool  bigots,  know  that. 

They  will  die  of  themselves  as  all  such,  a  hard,  ignominious  death.  If  you  go  for 
religion  as  you  say,  do  not  let  your  hands  be  polluted  once  by  mercenary  rewards,  as 
that  is  not  religion.  Come,  let  your  sincerity  and  motives  at  least,  be  above  just  sus- 
picion. Only  give  these  worthies  power,  and  the  darkest  ages  of  bigotry  would  now 
prevail,'  as  with  their  predecessors,  the  tools  of  priestocracies. 

But  you  affect  to  be  useful  adjuncts  to  society.  In  what  way?  By  prayers  and 
intercessions.  Ah,  indeed.  The  universe  is  fixed  on  fixed  principles,  and  you  igno- 
ramuses, individuals,  pretend  to  alter  the  universe  ?  Alter  your  own  position,  that  is 
the  just  petition.  But  is  the  appeal  to  your  sense  of  justice,  to  be  as  to  all  other  species 
of  despotism,  in  vain,  till  the  majesty  of  mind  and  reason  of  the  people  speak  in  an  un- 
mistakable tone  in  your  ears  1     Beware !     Retire — retire  all. 

These  priestocracies  that  have  assumed  to  talk  about  infallibility,  and  orthodoxy  in 
faith,  that  were  befooling  and  enslaving  mind  all  the  time. 

Oh !  the  ,world-felons.  Can  it  be  said,  that  here  are  the  hhrelings  at  auction,  prosti- 
tuting mind  of  all  to  money,  the  price  for  corruption  ?  Is  not  human  nature  above 
price,  in  religion  ?  Yes,  she  is,  for  all  this  is  only  peculiar  faith  herself,  a  prostitute  and 
mistress  of  priestocracy,  the  tool  of  despots. 

There  are  no  officials,  much  less  official  dignitaries  in  religion,  that  presents  no  such 
functions,  to  emperors  or  their  serfs. 

Behold  your  work,  clergy,  the  disastrous  effects  of  bibles.  You  adopt,  and  your 
adoption  reflects  backwards  as  forwards.  You  polytheists,  pretend  to  rebuke  and  cor- 
rect sins  of  the  people,  befor6  whom  with  your  bible  and  its  abominations,  you  are  too 
unworthy  to  appear  this  day.  You  affect  the  province  of  correcting  sin  and  sinners, 
and  are  seeding  broadcast  in  the  frame-work  of  society,  the  very  vilest  of  all  bullion 
crimes,  the  deepest  soul-corruptions,  mind-treacheries,  not  only  in  the  world,  but  uni- 
verse. You  think  the  people  simpletons ;  they  know  you  to  be  knaves — as  an  evidence 
part  of  them  demand  of  you,  as  justice  to  them,  to  prove  your  credentials,  or  resign  all 
at  once  to  the  right  source,  the  sovereign  people,  who  are  not  to  be  trifled  with,  as  the 
vassals  that  had  to  take  what  vassals  smuggled  on  them. 

Now  you  ought  to  know  where  you  are,  for  the  rational  people  do,  and  will  teach  you 
ere  you  do  justice  to  justice  and  its  author. 

No  more  of  your  world  corruptions.  The  pretence  that  mind  rational  cannot  meet 
religion  by  rationality,  is  the  falsest  assumption  of  mind-pirates,  whom  the  world  has  to 
punish.  You  have,  priestocracy,  to  come  to  the  destruction  of  all  false  faith,  and  doc- 
trines of  all  peculiar  bibles.  You  wait  for  the  effects  of  bloody  revolutions.  Monothe- 
ism now  gives  you  the  most  exalted  means  of  a  conservative  revolution.  Speedily 
adopt  it. 

J;  or  refined,  republican  minds,  to  let  barbarian  ancients,  Jew  and  Jew  christian,  pa- 
gan soothsayers,  augurs  and  priests,  get  advantage  of  them,  on  the  score  of  religion  by 
their  positive  peculiar  sophistry,  is  too  ridiculous  to  think  of,  only  increased  by  modern 
despotism,  in  all  its  menial  diplomacy  of  perverted  minds.  And  to  hear  all  the  brazen 
lies  of  canting  hypocrites,  in  places  called  pulpits,  desecrating  what  ought  to  be  conse- 
crated, as  too  holy  for  such  sacrifices.  These  felon-priestocracies  have  sacrificed  hu- 
man as  brute  victims,  mind,  and  now  religion  to  their  self-interests.  It  is  too  bad.  Fly 
the  heathenish,  barbarian  sacrilege,  ye  brutal  despoilers  of  mind. 

What  will  not  all  such  ungodly  ambition  perpetrate?  Country,  God,  the  purest  of 
all  purity,  nothing  is  too  sacred  for  its  vulgar  and  suicidal  desecration.  They  com- 
mence in  fraud,  end  in  imbecility  and  annihUation.  Stop,  modern  augurs,  soothsayers, 
impostoiB,  all.    If  yoa  do  not  know  it,  yoa  are  dupes,  the  weakest  of  imbecile  nundB, 
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unworthy  to  teach  ;  if  you  do  know  it,  as  mind  most,  you  are  the  vilest  of  the  vile,  un- 
worthy as  hypocrites  and  deceivers  to  teach,  destitute  as  ye  are  of  integrity.  You  can- 
not object  to  reason  or  mind,  as  rational  mind  has  full  cognisance,  estops  and  impeaches 
all  such. 

If  you  see  errors,  are  they  not  of  the  exposition,  and  not  intrinsic  to  the  subject  of 
monotheism,  that  is  absolutely  right.     Rationality  corrects,  while  peculiar  faith  libels. 

M^n  of  God,  is  it  ?     Men  of  the  priestocracy,  and  of  their  gods. 

How  dare  you,  priestocracy,  to  invade  with  your  base  false  pretences,  tlie  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  mind  ?     Will  you  desecrate  what  is  sacred  of  God  1 

Do  you  advise,  priestocracy,  for  the  best  ?  Are  you  not  libelers  of  your  God,  traitors 
to  mind  and  the  people,. blasphemers  of  religion,  advancers  of  tory  despotic  plagia- 
risms? 

If  you  are  not  certain  that  you  are  right,  at  least  be  silent.  The  priestocracy  cer- 
tainly never  have  truly  analyzed  their  stupid  monomaniacal  blasphemous  anti-god.  The 
moderns  have  overlooked  their  duty,  and  are  self-deluded.  Can  any  licen&e  the  priesi- 
ocracy  to  do  wrong  1 

Why,  then,  hold  themselves  exempt  from  criticism,  and  that  which  commands  criti- 
ciam,  faith,  and  all  such  ? 

You,  priestocracy,  have  usurped  the  province  of  mind ;  you  have  fallen  below  its 
dignity,  as  its  functions.  Rational  mind  cannot  recognise  such  association  of  priestoc- 
racy, unless  they  give  indubitable  evidence  of  their  commission  and  trust ;  othcrwi&e  it 
considers  them  palmed  on  the  public. 

All  is  harmony  with  God.  Why,  then,  do  you  pollute  your  life  with  such  felon  an- 
tagonisms? 

There  should  be  no  antagonism  in  the  world  of  mankind.  Independent  of  all  these 
evils,  exists  monotheism ;  and  yet  these  conceited  beings  institute  a  repulsive  antago- 
nism. 

It  is  man  that  must  drop  the  horrid,  iniquitous,  peculiar  evils,  and  select  universal 
good.  The  whole  universe,  mankind,  mind,  are  all  indeed  to  rational  religion  as  the 
mighty  code  to  God,  she  being  the  proper  exponent,  exposition  of  his  mighty  attributes, 
character,  functions,  and  principles. 

Tell  me  of  priestocracies,  and  you  tell  me  of  a  train-band  of  bigots,  conspiring 
for  pagan  absurdities,  hostile  to  all  that  contend  for  the  rights  of  monotheism  over 
their  pretended  rights.  Hierarchs  you  may  be  for  a  time,  but  that  will  more  easily  ex- 
pose you. 

Instead  of  sending  missions,  instituting  premiums  of  peculiar  faith,  to  distant  lands, 
it  would  be  well  not  to  return  their  own  with  usury,  but  to  promote  rational  religion. 

Let  all  be  taught  to  read,  and  let  them  have  a  newspaper  of  science.  O,  that  will 
do  the  world  good ! 

Are  these  clerical  pettifoggers  to  treat  the  world  like  a  brute  ?  They  ask  it  tp  be- 
lieve them  implicitly,  on  faitli  in  their  interested  declaration.  That  is,  resign  its  right 
of  judgment,  and  surrender  at  discretion. 

No  wise  or  honest  man  asks  or  does  that.  But  these  reverend  fathers  are  such  good 
people,  they  are  for  the  good  of  its  souls.  The  name  of  the  thing  does  not  change  the 
nature,  the  crime.  If  they  have  desecrated  religion,  it  is  not  less  a  sacrilege,  a  theft 
of  the  worst  character.  They  make  out  that  their  creed,  their  words  on  a  false«  per- 
jured bible,  is  all  right.  Have  they  lost  their  senses?  They  do  not  ask  you,  like  a 
man,  to  stand  up  to  your  mind,  but  an  ignominious  surrender  to  not  even  faith,  for  it  is 
credulity. 

This  you  call  good  men  ?  They  trafficked  in  the  article  so  grossly,  that  even  their 
kith  and  kindred,  better  raised  or  worse  honored,  could  not  stand  it.  They  sold  the 
thing  they  called  faith,  or  what  not.  That  is,  the  poor  people  were  duped  ;  instead  of 
getting  God  Almighty's  indulgences,  they  got  these  pirates,  and  thus  St.  Peter  was 
built  up  on  the  double  theft,  and  tlms  to  this  day,  Romanists  and  Grcekists,  all  pagans, 
live  on  theft  of  mind,  soul,  religion.  Be  sure  of  the  sepulchre,  not  the  place  for  a  dead 
Christ,  but  a  living  cheat,  and  that  you  do  not  bury  your  soul  in  their  sepulclure  of  their 
cheat,     Priestocracy. names  do  not  alter  felony. 

You  do  not  entrust  your  fortune  to  a  stranger,  in  a  large  city,  generally  ;  how,  then, 
can  you  resign  yourself  to  this  ? 

But  the  man  that  tells,  me  of  all  this,  is  my  neighbor.  Your  neighbor,  and  seeks  to 
defraud  you  of  your  right  action  of  mind  ?  Rather,  a  pirate.  What  right  has  he  to  pre- 
tend this  cheat  on  you  ?  Priestocracy  and  despotism,  the  collusive  augur,  paganism, 
are  before  the  world,  faith,  the  counterfeit,  autocrats,  priestocracies,  and  dupes.  Bat 
some  are  excellent  men ;  granted.  They  were  less  corrupt.  Here  is  Father  Matthew, 
i^ho  has  administered  pledges  to  millioDi^j  in  general  temperance  principles.    He  is  in 
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that  a  monotheist,  and  not  a  Romanist.  These  are  the  deeds  of  a  man,  who,  acting  on 
these  principles,  is  a  practical  monotheist. 

AJl  are  such  from  the  very  nature  of  their  constitutional  organization,  and  that  of  the 
mind.  Now  let  them  he  thoroughly  mouotheists,  for  that  makes  them  thoroughly  men. 
Ministers,  though  arrayed  in  all  the  pomp,  most  gorgeous  splendor,  and  in  cathedrals, 
stiil  the  plough-boy  is  far  better  off. 

Anything  that  has  the  priestocracy^s  stamp,  is  rankest  counterfeit.  They  have 
nothing  to  do  in  God's  temple.  They  cannot  be  known  at  all,  in  no  way,  shape  or 
form.  They  are  only  of  the  people,  and  beyond  that  are  the  veriest  impostors — most 
de<Traded.  The  affiliated  might  object  to  having  aught  against  the  poor  priests.  I  have 
nothing  personal  with  them,  but  against  their  doctrines  and  professions,  that  are  a 
nuisance  to  the  world.  All  roust  be  abolished,  that  religion  be  progressive  to  the  highest 
rationality  of  mind.  But,  say  the  advocates,  if  I  cite  the  past  history  of  their  faith, 
pregnant  as  it  is  with  iniquity,  that  was  the  abuse  of  such  faith  by  the  professors.  And 
pray,  special  pleaders,  is  not  your  whole  present  and  future  faith  all  abuse  or  usurpa- 
tion ?     Show  me  one  iota  that  is  not,  and  I  will  yield  the  victory  yours. 

Happy  would  it  have  been,  had  the  creator  endowed  mind  with  perfection.  Happy 
would  it  be,  sophi&ts,  if  you  knew  your  province,  a  subaltern  of  mind,  that  was  appro- 
priately created  for  its  assigned  functions. 

You  have  been  rebuked,  time  and  again,  for  all  this  imperfect  attempt  at  criticism. 
Mind  had  not  then  been  a  free  agent  and  responsible,  and  having  the  highest  satisfac- 
tion of  seeking  its  acme  on  iU  own  merit,  or  sustaining  the  condemnation  on  demerits. 

VV'hat  have  priestocracies  to  do  with  religion?     Nothing  at  all. 

Are  not  the  pulpit-men  ashamed  of  themselves,  of  mind,  American  institutions,  to 
prefer  such  a  miserable  subject  to  an  American  public,  in  their  platform  ?  Are  they 
stupidly,  wilfully  blind  ?     Are  more  victims  to  be  made? 

Monotheism  never  violates  any  trust;  she  is  all  right,  and  makes  all  right,  never  for 
the  sin  of  priestocracy  would  she  permit  to  err,  whatever  else  you  do. 

Is  your  soul,  mind,  slave  to  them,  the  doer  of  all  work  ;  you,  a  freeman,  thus  to  be- 
come a  vassal  to  despotism  ? 

Who  helped  despotism?  The  priestocracy.  Who  had  despotism  to  slay  rival 
priests  ?     The  priestocracy — religion  asks. 

When  you  introduce  them,  she  leaves. 

The  world  suffers  to  this  day,  from  the  awful  effects  of  hierarchies,  whose  corruption 
was  from  the  priestocracies. 

The  pretended  prophets  would  sacrifice  whole  cities,  the  world,  mind,  hecatombs  to 
the  prie$tocracy  and  obsolete  bibles.  They  gloated  on  kingdoms,  as  if  tlie  earth  was 
never  to  have  constitutional  governments,  that  they  were  too  barbarian  to  think  of. 
How  could  preachers  go  far  plastering  the  pretended  prophecies?  really  it  is  too  bad  to 
hear.  What  sort  of  morals,  to  make  sophistry  palatable  to  supersede  religion.  The 
^nneration  of  all  such  things!     The  whole  category  is  spurious. 

Americans  need  monotheism  to  perfect  their  institutions  and  their  loveliest  magna- 
nimity ;  but,  as  for  the  pusillanimous  priestocracy,  they  should  learn  of  her,  and  abjure 
tljejr  half-confessed  errors.  This  is  the  most  powerful  perversion  of  misdirected 
jji>vver  of  the  world. 

The  priestocracy  take  care  of  the  faith  ;  mind  has  at  last  to  realize  religion,  alto- 
gether a  dilferent  affair  from  that  of  faith,  the  capital  of  the  priestocracy. 

J  nstead  of  the  moderns  seeking  for  pure  analysis  of  truth,  they  darken  it  the  more, 
:iiid  conspire  as  the  affiliated  against  it,  therefore  some  of  them  are  trustworthy  Belial 
and  Baal  worshippers. 

The  idea  of  a  pure,  perfect,  adorable  Creator,  supervising  with  a  perfect  representa- 
tion, will,  must  elevate  mind  over  all  the  grovelling,  low,  gross  materialism  of  earth. 
He  meets  all  the  demands  that  can  be  made  on  his  providence,  universally  or  especially. 
He  provided  at  creation — if  he  had  not,  creation  would  have  sunk  before  the  priesto- 
cracy had  been  in  being,  that  is  too  clear.  He  did  most  wisely — ^and  it  is  for  mind  to 
Turnish  itself  with  the  whole — without  God's  government,  who  could  be  safe  ? — without 
principles,  what  mortal  could  exist  ?  You  cannot  approach  by  your  words,  they  are 
too  unholy  to  be  ushered  into  his  holy  presence.  There  is  no  such  proxy  recognised. 
That  would  reconcile  what  is  incompatible,  irreconcilable. 

For  mind  to  entrust  itself  to  your  impotent  position,  would  be  to  revolt  from  the  true 
possession  that  it  already  holds,  and  give  a  certainty  for  an  uncertainty.  God  instituted 
universal  brotherhood  ;  will  you  avow  the  principles  of  its  order,  and  enjoy  the  univer- 
sal benefits  as  those  of  peace  and  rationality,  civilization  ? 

This  will  make  the  conservative  body  in  the  world,  tliat  go  for  all  that  is  elevated. 
It  will  oot  Bee  it  violated  by  any  bibles,  which  the  little  brief  authority  of  parents  can- 
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not  cause  children  to  adopt,  when  the  very  first  start  vidates  tmth  and  honesty,  the  but 
of  religion.     It  will  go  for  expedient,  fair,  honorable,  jasi,  and  legitimate  possessions. 

But  you  ought  not  attack  the  poor  priestocracy.  Yes,  but  where  are  the  world^s 
sufferings  ?  Are  they  not  pa];^Lmount  ?  All  this  is  transplanted  Asiatic  iaTention.  Pot 
it  all  aside,  as  wise  and  good  world-patriots. 

But  we  cannot  expect  the  avaricious,  covetous  priestocracy,  that  have  such  world 
church  possessions,  to  relax  their  hold,  however  convinced.  The  credulous  world  has 
actually  paid  them,  to  fasten  ail  the  chains  practicable.  The  Brahmins  osuiped  not 
only  the  rights  of  their  people,  but  even  of  religion,  and  their  worship  was  part  sod 
parcel  of  their  peculiar  faith ! 

They,  the  slaves  of  slaves,  made  their  citizens  menials  to  them,  and  their  most 
degrading  faith.  They  invoked  all  the  thunders  of  superstition,  and  prostrated  that 
power,  that,  armed  with  its  own  rationality,  rationalized  in  all  legitimate,  that  masteis 
the  universe,  would  have  made  these  wretches  depart  as  the  most  vulgar  miscreants. 
They  are  now,  as  all  such,  usurpers. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  all  the  world-hullies,  that  the  demagognes  and  sycophants 
call  mighty  nations,  military  chief\ains,  &c.  ?  They  are  a  part  of  the  world^s  despo- 
tism, and  must  pay  forfeit  to  retributive  justice  of  principles. 

I  am  well  assured  satisfactorily  in  my  best  belief,  that  none  of  the  priestocracy  should 
delay  an  honorable  and  fair  justice,  in  the  face  of  all  expedient  facts.  Equity  will 
certainly  bring  all  to  justice,  however  you  delay  it. 

You  have  been  thought  fair  and  honorable,  and  how  will  yonr  house  be  in  exceHency 
without  the  facts.  You  have  assumed  to  be  the  higher  law,  pretending  to  be  chief  jus- 
tice to  justice,  and  now  you  are  amenable  to  the  religion  of  principles,  whose  fall  power 
will  consign  you  all  to  a  conspicuous  obloquy. 

The  whole  question  is  definite,  you  have  to  ascertain  the  best  that  can  be  done,  and 
that  at  once.  You  are  to  give  more  than  pretences.  The  great  principles  of  your 
being,  supervised  as  they  are  by  the  functions  and  attributes  of  Uie  Creator,  no  matter  io 
what  schools  of  ethics,  varied  by  peculiar  faith,  yon  may  have  graduated,  require  it. 
•  Can  you,  priestocracy,  seek  to  take  advantage  of  mind  by  misrepresentatios,  that 
peculiar  faith  is  to  govern  its  principles.  You  ought  to  be  wiser.  Do  you  seek  to 
master  deranged  minds  1  Do  not  interfere  with  your  neighbor's  business,  much  less 
with  his  rights.  Peculiar  faith  has  interfered  with  the  principles  of  mind  and  the  world. 
It  is  you  that  have  soft  heads,  in  place  of  hard  hearts.  You  are  to  consult  your  owa 
nature ;  study  and  correct  all  your  weak  points.  Free,  intelligent  minds,  need  no  pro- 
scription in  republics. 

So  your  case  is  easy^  if  you  have  a  living  that  is  predicated  on  false  morals  and 
faith,  derogatory  to  religion,  you  heed  not  the  ruin  of  the  soul-fabric.  You  should  not 
foster  the  opposing  elements  of  rational  mind,  that  is  the  only  legitimate  power. 

You  may  rely  on  it,  you  acts  are  meretricious. 

Now  you  will  see  wiiat  can  bring  you  to  due  responsibility  ;  yon  cannot  escape  the 
tribunal  and  verdict  of  principles.  You  affect  that  yon  preach  religion  ;  why  then  do 
yoii  not  begin  and  end  in  truth  1  What  mere  miserly  gain,  with  no  expansive  soul 
of  liberty,  are  you  after  ?  Ask  yourself,  is  your  soul  destitute  of  one  functional  duty 
that  can  be  higher  than  this  you  set  out  your  lifetime  to  violate,  and  seek  to  estrange 
tlie  world  from  its  God  1 

You  have  got  to  do  something ;  you  cannot  stand  at  what  yon  are  now  at.  Shams 
to  your  peculiar  faith  or  fiction.  The  pulpit-sophists,  to  establish  preliminaries,  must  be 
strictly  adjudged  vilifiers,  libelers  of  God.  When  people  become  the  minions  of  the 
priestocracy,  they  cannot  get  any  lower.     Will  freemen  prevaricate  to  vassals  ? 

Come,  do  not  rely  on  your  supposed  strength,  for  your  little  brief  authority  will  be 
annihilated,  and  your  false  position  and  security  will  be  finally  nowhere.  Depend  on  it, 
that  monotheism  will  irradiate  the  world,  that  will  contemn  you  the  more. 

You  may  rely  on  it,  that  monotheism  will  destroy  all  yonr  pulpit  sophistry.  So  lon^ 
as  the  mind,  the  soul,  is  the  exponent  of  principles,  you  are  doomed.  So  long  as  the 
soul  is  immortal  that  made  this  earth,  the  worthiest  that  can  be  devised  in  Gwi's  pur- 
pose, you  are  to  be  ruled  out  of  your  ways.  To  exclude  mind  from  religion  you  exclude 
immortality,  all  that  is  worth  considering,  and  not  compatible  with  God.  You  cannot 
organize  religion.  You  atfect  charity,  that  which  belongs  to  sectarianism,  that  is  to 
accord  creduUty  to  you.  Now,  religion  goes  for  a  certainty,  justice,  not  charity,  that  is 
a  contingency. 

What  interest  have  you,  republican,  in  absolutism  1  None.  Well,  what  have  you  lo 
do  with  a  corrupt  priestocracy  ?  .  None.  Well,  what  have  you  to  do  with  their  ungodly 
^corrupt  bibles  ?    What !  their  bible  ungodly  ?    Yes.     Then,  least  of  all — nothing. 

If  there  were  millions  of  writers  and  advocates,  they  are  aU  affiliated  tribes,  hire* 
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lings,  expectants  or  identified  some  way  with  this  foul  blot !  Yoa  cannot  mistake 
wherever  the  priestocracy  have  had  a  hand,  that  ministers  to  this  world's  despotism, 
ignorance,  superstition,  and  soul-felony. 

Hold,  citizens,  the  whole  priestocracy  to  the  proper  proof  of  their  bible,  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  honorable,  truthful,  honest  evidence,  and  not  let  them  escape  it  by  any  manner 
of  means.  It  is  not  a  question  of  sophistry,  that  they  are  to  get  over  i>y  any  special 
pleading,  but  one  that  pure  rational  religion  demands.  Let  justice,  full  and  satisfactory 
to  all  minds  on  facts,  not  faith  or  credulity,  bo  done.  You  should  do  justice  to  your 
minds.  Hold  them  all  responsible  at  once  and  all  the  time,  otherwise  amenable  for  dis* 
graceful  pretences. 

You  have  not  only  silenced,  but  convicted  and  annihilated  the  priestocracy.  Bat 
they  will  affect  to  have  their  pretences  taken  for  granted,  as  established,  if  they  can 
get  a  generation  so  verdant  to  trust  them,  stultify  their  own  minds  by  credulity,  and 
injure  their  own  souls  by  an  ignoble  acquiescence  in  their  impostures. 

God  save  us  from  the  tender  mercies  of  bigots  of  any  kind.  The  priestocracy  are 
most  unprincipled,  having  a  peculiarity  that  is  always  in  direct  antagonism  with  princi- 
ples. Their  despotism,  which  unites  church  and  state,  is  odiously  guilty,  and  directly 
responsible  to  religion  and  God,  for  the  crimes  of  such  ignoble  policy.  What  is  the 
use  in  having  reason,  if  bigots,  aided  by  government,  tory  to  the  sovereign  people,  is  to 
defeat  it  ? 

Rational  developed  mind  learns  of  God,  that  the  priestocracy  are  a  worthless,  tory 
tribunal.  They  do  not  know  where  they  stand.  Their  orthodox3r  and  infallibility,  are 
all  peculiar.  What  an  inconsistency  :  the  modem  priestocracy  join  the  civilized  view 
of  God  of  the  universe,  indebted  to  rational  mind  for  the  discovery,  to  the  caricature 
in  exploded  bibles,  whose  writers  had  a  peculiar  god  or  gods.  What  a  pagan  incon- 
gruity :  they  mix  up  with  oracle-notions,  purloined  principles  from  monotheism,  and 
turn  about  most  ungratefully  and  abuse  it,  because  the  purer  religion,  the  more  are  they 
exposed  and  excluded,  corrupting  or  polluting  its  holy,  sacred  sanctuaries.  Will  the 
monarch  set  aside  his  crown,  the  bigot  his  church  livings,  the  citizen  the  peculiar 
advantages  of  social  sects  ?  Will  self-interest  permit  them  for  the  apparently  abstract 
truths  of  monotheism  ?  Peculiar  faith  is  peculiar  despotism  :  there  is  the  solution  of 
the  whole  charm. 

The  times  are  not  analogous,  and  the  modern  priestocracy  are  absurd  to  affect  to 
make  the  two  similar.  As  to  monotheists  incurring  the  petty  warfare  of  the  world- 
pries^ocracy,  what  less  can  be  expected  from  the  efforts  of  a  dying  sworn-band  ?  They 
are  desperate,  and  still  cannot  see  omnipotent  truth  for  their  world  speculations,  the 
immense  amount  of  church  property  and  incomes.  They  catmot  well  give  up  all  that, 
court  and  state  power  and  influence. 

From  the  very  organization  of  the  high  imperial  pontiff"  powers  in  Europe  and  Asia, 
and  correlative  prelacies  that  are  identified  with  governments,  all  such  despotisms  will 
have  to  be  annihilated  together.  A  very  small  part  of  what  the  author  has  written,  in 
some  sections  of  the  world  now  would  cost  him  his  life  very  speedily,  and  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  he  will  escape  the  fiery  ordeal  of  social  proscription.  But  he  abides  in 
the  full  strength  of  his  principles  of  truth,  religion,  and  confidence  of  his  God. 

The  game  of  despotism  has  been  that  of  setting  the  world  together  by  the  ears,  and 
avail  itself  of  the  feuds,  by  turning  the  arms  of  part  against  the  balance,  to  conquer  and 
usurp  all.  What  now  is  the  state  of  its  diflferent  parts  where  despotism  prevails :  brute 
force,  ecclesiastical  and  civil  tyranny  ?  Wedded  to  superstition,  the  people  have  been 
cursed  by  the  priestocracy,  afraid  to  act  independently,  as  superstition  has  such  fast 
hold  on  their  minds.     Excommunications  of  perjury  still  told. 

Shrewd  and  political  speculators  in  human  and  the  world  stock  of  mind,  have  seized 
upon  peculiar  fai^h  as  capital.  Is  the  world  prepared  by  its  state  of  mind,  civilization 
for  rational  religion  as  far  beyond  Christ's  as  the  universe  is  beyond  Palestine,  to  adopt 
mere  feeling,  faith,  credulity  for  reason,  when  all  pretenders  claim  such  nonentities  ? 
If  we  advocate  religion,  the  pretended  preachers  are  up  in  arms.  People,  mind,  are 
you  asleep?     To  the  rescue. 

The  world  is  any  thing  else  than  indebted  to  the  priestocracy  for  a  correct  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God  of  the  universe,  as  they  are  eternally  foisting  and  palming  on  all 
their  false  pretences  about  their  peculiar  gods,  and  war  on  all  independents  that  dare  go 
for  the  first. 

Sophists  might  as  well  claim  a  sixth  sense,  as  the  eye  of  faith,  equivalent  to  knock- 
ing, clairvoyance. 

But  all  would  not  be  estimated  as  any  thing,  but  for  all  the  world  resources  thereby 
secured.  All  this  is  to  the  people's  injury,  and  should  be  ended  by  the  peopleV  voice. 
Ere  long  we  may  see  a  state  of  this  illustrious  union,  that  will  present  the  Mormon 
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dynasty  of  peculiar  faith.  If  we  trace  effecta  to  their  caaaea,  we  can  easily  tell  wKat  a 
doleful  state  of  affairs  that  will  be,  where  fanaticism  and  bigotry  hold  the  helm.  Is  it 
any  better  with  any  other  variety  of  peculiar  faith  ?  None.  All  the  difierence  is  in 
mind,  that  has  its  best  and  practical  protection  of  religion. 

The  very  fact  or  act  of  a  man^s  becoming  a  preacher  of  peculiar  faith,  no  matter 
what,  is  conclusive,  irrefutable  demonstration  of  his  lying  that  very  moment.  How 
can  you  then  with  intelligence,  expect  truth  of  preachers — the  priestocracy  ?  This  is 
certain — undeniable. 

How  dare  any  of  the  preachers  or  priestocracy  assert  that  the  bible  Jew,  or  pecaltar 
god  of  the  priestocracy,  was  the  God  of  the  universe?  They  cannot  palm  this  on  aa 
intelligent  nation  of  freemen.     Such  is  a  libel  of  the  Creator,  not  a  description. 

Prophecy  is  a  way  of  blaspheming  God,  by  means  of  priestocracy ^s  pretences. 

Sovereign  people  who  will  discard  all  despotism,  do  not  know  in  any  form  whaterer 
the  priestocracy  in  any  of  their  insidious  disguises. 

Woman,  learn  of  this,  you  who  ask  what  foT  morals  and  religion  can  you  do  ?  Yon 
cannot  know  at  all  any  such  profession,  and  know  the  God  of  the  universe. 

How  is  it  possible  that  the  priestocracy,  who  are  devoted  to  their  peculiar  god,  can 
speak  of  the  God  of  the  universe  ?  Tiiey  are  estopped  from  that,  by  their  own  posi- 
tion.  There  have  been  various  conflicts  of  peculiar  gods,  that  is,  through  their  repre- 
sentatives, but  when  the  court  party  rules,  the  advantage  is  generally  on  its  side. 
Thus,  Joe  Smith  suffered,  not  because  the  Christianas  gods  were  the  best,  but  because 
their  representatives  were.  Those  who  could  so  easily  perjure  themselves  abovt  their 
peculiar  gods,  could  lie  always  to  the  people  for  all  the  vilest  purposes,  as  Moses  and 
clan,  who  were  destitute  of  the  rery  confidence  that  their  false  pretences,  miracles, 
and  prophecies  were  invoked  for. 

Our  very  existence  is  identified  with  and  promises  the  highest  obligations  to  the 
Creator,  especially  gratitude,  and  the  utmost  exertion  to  become  worthy  of  farther 
introduction,  to  appreciate  the  adjourned  problem  of  immortality,  that  of  God. 

Rational  mind  needs  the  second  volume  of  its  existence,  the  soul  organization,  and 
that  is  too  pure  for  these  self-invited  officials  to  afl'ect. 

Mind,  is  eternal  as  principles,  the  actor  of  principles  that  cannot  surrender  its  protec* 
tion  to  such.  It  cannot  submit  the  matter  of  faith  to  them.  Man  must  properly  exer- 
cise rational  mind's  function,  reason,  not  only  as  to  the  last  l>ut  the  first,  to  reject  the 
counterfeit  and  counterfeiters.  Otherwise,  he  might  take  superstition  for  religion,  and 
not  only  make  a  fool  of  himself,  but  seek,  as  an  impostor,  to  expose  his  counterfeits  to 
others.  Then  self-preservation,  the  very  first  moral  law,  precludes  his  being  a  block- 
head, that  he  may  not  become  a  knave.  If  he  absurdly  take  man's  bibles,  and  pretend 
them  for  God's,  he  becomes  a  world's  culprit,  and  is  a  world's  nuisance,  and  should  be 
abated,  if  not  removed.     How  will  mind  get  over  all  this  difficnlty  1 

By  avoiding  all,  never  taking  any  step  that  will  identify  itself  with  such  associatioDs, 
that  will  infect  it  certainly.  The  perverse  mind  may  say,  I  will  take  the  bible.  The 
felon  may  adopt  his  profession,  but  he  and  all  his  family  will  assuredly  find  an  end 
somewhere  ;  for  principles  will  positively  wind  him  up  in  this  universe. 

They  are  obliged  to  do  it,  to  do  their  duty  as  representatives  of  the  omniscient.  His 
choice  will,  he  thinks,  endorse  all  for  him.  But  all  the  universe  is  not  blind,  though  he 
chooses  not  to  see  or  reason.  He  puts  on  the  optical  illusions  of  faith,  and  thinks  he 
sees  all  the  universe  as  they  misrepresent  it.  But  who  endorses  the  last  endorsers,  the 
bible  and  faith  ?     That  is  the  main  question,  and  that  is  bottomless  and  foundationless. 

If  you  take  peculiar  faith,  you  must  bully  or  wheedle,  to  carry  out  your  plans^  As 
much  as  you  affect  to  deprecate  stumbling-blocks,  you  are  one  to  the  whole  world,  as 
the  whole  affair  is  a  stumbling  block. 

The  advocates  of  peculiar  faith  had  better  never  have  known  it ;  as  it  is,  they,  the 
world,  should  know  it  entirely,  not  as  the  pulpit  sophists  premise  out  of  their  book,  and 
their  versions,  through  the  eye  of  faith,  the  people's  folly  and  credulity,  but  like  honest, 
truthful,  and  valiant  freemen,  who  should  investigate  it,  and  if  they  find  it  worthless, 

f  aimed  on  them,  the  refuse  and  bantling  of  royalty,  to  kick  out  faith  and  faith  sophists, 
[appy  is  mind,  to  find  out  in  anticipation. 

But  the  advance  is  rather  backwards.  In  the  enlightened  metropolis  of  London,  it  is 
estimated  that  much  the  largest  majority  of  its  citizens  do  not  attend  Sabbath  worship, 
as  a  habitual  thing. 

The  sects  are  trying  to  extinguish  sects ;  Romanism  and  protestantism  are  pitted 
against  each  other,  as  the  court  and  dissenting  faith. 

And  what  difficulties  are  bred  in  countries,  by  the  arrogation  of  Romanism,  espedany 
where  she  has  interfered  between  the  head  (Elizabeth)  of  the  English  government,  and 
iier  subjects  and  the  bull  of  her  pope — ^Pins  absolving  them  from  allegiance.    Surely  it 
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is  not  that  the  intelligent  people  of  England  cannot  see  that  the  bible  and  hierarchies 
are  all  excrescences  on  the  world ;  but  royalty  has  its  benefit,  as  available  capital. 

Now  free  Americans,  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  defrauded  with  such  pets  of  despot- 
ism, is  beyond  endurance.  When  all  this  despotic  compound  goes  down,  despotism 
htis  its  fall.  Liberalists  of  the  world  act,  act  rightly,  and  now.  Intelligent  freemen, 
yours  is  the  highest  duty,  to  put  down  all  peculiar  faiths — the  world's  follies  and  curses. 
The  game  of  Puseyism  and  anti-puseyism,  popery  and  anti-popery,  is  too  small  a  calibre 
for  rationalists  and  liberalists,  who  can  triumphantly  point  the  world  to  a  holier  theme. 

Peculiar  faith  extinction  will  be  the  only  issue  of  right. 

These  priestocracies  act  as  if  they  were  the  especial  guardians  of  faith.  Is  faith 
M-'^j'uliiir!  Not  at  all ;  that  is  impossible,  as  long  as  the  universe  hath  mind, reason,  and 
Honesty,  that  are  universal.  It  is  the  false  pretence  of  the  pricstocracy.  For  their 
prcCem-e  faith,  religion  gives  her  confidence  ascertained — her  knowledge  adoration  of 
!  Jo  1,  instead  of  worship.  She  commends  an  independence  of  speech,  as  thought  and 
.:..-tiou  on  the  case.  Before  her,  the  autocracy  of  society  proscription  must  decline  to 
j:tt»r  annihilation,  as  all  of  pagan  ways.  Nobody  is  safe  without  the  conservative  pro- 
tection, conjoined  with  its  best  prudence. 

Is  there  no  base  lucre  behind  the  confessional,  the  baptism,  indulgences  to  sins,  dis- 
pensations for  licenses,  the  quick  exit  from  purgatory  ;  no  rich  legacies  to  the  churches 
xt  death  of  the  deluded  ? 

The  whole  object  of  the  preachinjr  is  to  keep  out  of  view  the  adequacy  of  mono- 
ihcism,  as  if  the  pricstocracy  were  perjured  to  be  eternal  felons  on  truth  and  religion, 
.md  traitors  to  mind  and  God  ! 

The  world  must  not  yield  an  iota  of  power  to  any  such  pretence  over  the  rightful 
power  of  mind  and  the  people.  What  if  the  pope  had  power,  when  he  issued  his  papal 
Kill  against  Elizabeth,  would  he  not  have  enforced  it  ?  Is  this  not  enough,  when  he 
■  iitervened  between  the  people  and  their  government?  Has  not  this  been  attempted  by 
others,  as  far  as  their  little  brief  authority  permitted  1 

The  majesty  of  mind  declares  that  the  reason  of  God  is  always  right  and  conserva- 
tive, and  mind  must  elicit  that,  as  all  other  treasures,  by  the  inquiry. 

That  is  part  of  his  nature.  A  masterly  comprehension  and  analysis  will  exclude 
uith,  that  does  not  belong  to  God's  empire,  except  founded  on  truth  and  religion,  that 
no  beculiar  bibles  can  fathom.  The  people  only  can  maintain  their  supremacy  and 
sovereignty  by  rational  mind  education. 

You  need  not  advance  your  peculiar  faith — ^that  is  reflected  by  Christianity,  Mormon- 
.Hiiu  Judaism,  all  paganism,  that  cannot  exist  a  moment  in  a  true  constitutional  liberty 
.ind  society. 

All  the  religion  of  the  Creator  pre-eminently  forbids  such  materials  for  the  world  and 
-nind  slavery.  If  contempt  is  due  the  past,  must  not  execration  be  that  of  the  present 
,iriestocracv  ?  The  world  has  pauperized  its  mind's  capacity  by  faith,  in  the  inexhaust- 
.L-ss  field  of  religious  action. 

It  is  needless  to  oppose  the  progress  of  rational  religion,  that  never  has  been,  and 
.lover  can  be,  assailed  justly.  All  peculiar  faiths  have  had  their  day,  and  are  now 
•xplodcd,  if  mind  says  so.  'Where  peculiar  faith  cannot  touch,  monotheism  rules  pre- 
.^^minently.  The  whole  reflects  the  condition  of  mind,  that  must  inquire  in  what  other 
H<Miool  than  that  of  monotheism  can  one  be  a  perfect  gentleman?  Let  your  sons  and 
Jauifhters  graduate  in  that,  the  best  of  all  on  earth. 

You  send  missionaries  to  China  to  paganize  her  and  the  world.  The  highest  object 
>f  religion  is  to  make  a  decent  world,  but  you  cannot  thus  do  it  by  faithiziug,  peculiar- 
iZin?,  paganizing  it  into  decency. 

Have  no  clashing  interests.  I^et  all  have  supreme  unity  of  design,  conformable  to 
fh(?  be»st  constitutional  lights  of  rationality.  If  China  were  to  send  to  America  to 
pafianize  the  people,  you  would  ridicule  such.  Thus  these  people  can  do  you  so.  You 
au-^t  first  rationalize  and  relijiionize  yourselves.  Cast  no  bullion  sins  to  the  world,  to 
•  If*  thrown  back  upon  you  ;  but  all  the  elements  of  good.  The  moment  you  let  go  prin- 
•'iple,  you  let  open  the  door  to  the  wildest  excesses.  If  you  violate  principles,  the 
\vt»rl(l  goes  at  random  in  tlie  ordinary  operations  of  life,  as  in  architecture,  aifriculture  ; 
then  how,  in  the  noblest  of  all  the  soul  and  mind,  can  you  act  with  impunity  ?  You 
ire  never  safe  without  principles,  as  you  are  Uien  at  the  mercy  of  the  merciless.  Is 
there  anything  certain  in  life,  but  principles  and  their  results,  cause  and  effect,  to  con- 
summation, religion,  that  insures  conservation. 

Do  yoQ  appreciate  truth  and  honesty  in  the  whole  world  ?  You  do.  Then  how 
comes  it  you  advocate  the  Jew  and  Jew-christian  bibles,  that  is  founded  on  lies  all  the 
tiincl 

Can  yoa  talk  of  conscience  to  the  fraternity  of  despotism  ? 
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Did  not  kings,  priests,  or  martial  prowess,  doff  its  qaalms  ? 

Did  Alexander  refuse  the  title  of  Jupiter's  son — 6od*s  son — which  he  had  coretedl 
Did  the  priestocracy  refuse  it  ?  Did  vassals  disobey  1  Who  stayed  such  bat  the  wise 
and  virtuous  of  mind,  the  [^ilosophic  Greek  ? 

All  faith  ends  in  fanaticism  but  for  rational  mind. 

We  must  take  away  from  the  world  the  means  and  power  of  hurting  itself  or  otheis. 
Principles  will  be  the  thin^. 

Now  the  acts  of  ration^  religion  have  been  going  on  in  every  age  of  the  world's 
humanity,  with  its  silent  and  lovely  modesty,  efficient  proportionately  to  mental  xaticnsl- 
ism ;  yet  the  priestocracy  has  been,  and  is,  one  of  the  worst  of  professions. 

When  in  the  dark  ages  of  the  world  all  things  were  not  appreciated,  unappreciated, 
peculiar  faith  of  course  was  among  them.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  has 
been  the  most  available  resource  of  despotism.  Unconstitutional  power  forever  pre- 
cludes due  investigation  and  correction.  Appropriate  correction  can  be  made  bj 
rational  mind. 

It  takes  all  the  sophistry  and  corrupt  &lse  pretences  of  the  modems,  affiliated  and 
leagued  together  in  the  worst  collusion,  to  keep  their  bibles  all  from  sinking  together. 
They  have  murdered  and  sacrificed  the  world,  their  Creator,  and  all  principles,  to 
uphold  it ;  but  all  their  felonies  will  not  do.  They  will  all  sink  together.  The  world, 
the  universe,  must  have  its  appropriate  motions,  time  must  have  its  functions,  truth  must 
have  its  facts,  religion  have  its  victory,  and  God  bis  purposes  executed. 

The  lever  of  tlie  untrammelled  pess  has  overcome  all  the  miracles  of  the  dynasty  of 
priestocracies,  peculiar  gods  and  all. 

But  you  oppose  my  definition  of  pagan,  which  means  a  verdant  mind,  as  green  as  a 
raw  wild  countryman,  more  or  less  animal,  that  looks  to  his  master.  Now  the  mosi 
unerring  is  that  of  a  bigot  who  is  an  obstinate  pagan,  who  thinks  that  his  custom,  his 
calf  called  Moses  or  Aaron,  is  the  best  one  of  the  world's  team.  He  will  stick  to  his 
old  daddy's  notions,  because  his  dad's  register,  an  old  astrological  almanac,  pretendedly. 
is  the  world's  register.  But  he  forgets,  if  he  ever  knew,  to  compare  dates  and  matters 
now  obsolete  with  the  universe  motions,  that  he  is  dreaming  of  in  his  blind  visions. 

Moses  made  a  calf  as  well  as  Aaron — his  was  the  bible.  Its  bleatings  are  aodible 
in  the  bestial  halls  of  despotism,  and  the  social  proscriptions  of  repoblics.  It  has 
grown  to  be  a  bull,  that  luxuriates  in  the  halls  of  papacy,  and  has  gored  much  of  the 
world,  and  has  tilted  many  a  time,  with  one  of  the  family  bolls,  a  bigger  calf.  Which 
calf  can  bleat  the  loudest  ? 

Who  can  wonder  at  the  present  efforts  of  the  modem  priestocracy,  whose  interests, 
professions  and  character,  are  all  involved  in  the  support  of  an  exploded  bible,  that  if 
known  fully  to  the  world  would  involve  them  all  in  irremediable  ruin  ? 

The  most  horrid  part  of  the  conspiracy  is,  that  moderns,  whose  mind  should  have 
enabled  them  to  meet  this  loftiest  question  of  religion,  have  conspired  against  the  peace 
and  dignity  of  the  world  in  upholding  despotism. 

Religion  does  not  urge  you,  who  ignorantly  adopted  a  rotten  system  and  bible,  to 
continue  foolishly  and  flagitionsly  to  urge  them,  after  their  exposure  and  explosion,  to 
thepeople,  the  world,  but  to  renounce  them  as  derogatory  sins,  a  part  of  your  duty. 

The  bright  light  of  monotheism  will  lead  you  to  the  pale  of  universal  brotherhood. 
In  that  you  cannot  conflict  with  the  world,  bnt  mnst  have  the  universe  with  you ;  start- 
ing right  in  infancy,  you  will  retire  with  its  noblest  culmination  in  oM  age  and  tbe 
decline  uf  life.     That  is  your  only  safety  and  honor. 

.  You  should  aid  the  world  in  all  your  generous  and  just  resolves ;  not  set  it  a  bar- 
barian and  criminal  example. 

When  the  hghts  of  religion  are  before  the  world,  we  have  the  faith  of  despotism, 
that  prostitutes  mind  to  paganism  instead  of  monotheism. 

Who  can  church  religion  ?  Come,  mind,  you  are  not  linked  with  any  fraudulent 
priestocracy  ;  but  you  are  with  religion,  that  excludes  them.  They  have  only  been 
sustained  by  the  devices  of  despotism.  In  this  world  the  soul  is  interlinked  to  the 
universe  only  by  rational  mind,  and  must  bespeak  an  earnest  for  a  substantial  and 
brighter  future.  It  is  rational  mind  that  bestows  all  this,  through  the  inspiration  of 
rationality,  the  grace  of  Deity,  the  Creator. 

Bnt  where  does  all  the  principal  fault  lie,  about  impeached  bibles,  so  corrupt,  that  so 
honest  dupe  can  now  believe  them,  but  ciirrupt  and  unworthy  of  religious  audience?  * 
It  lies  in  the  priestocracy,  that  are  basely  corrupt  and  false  to  religion,  God  and  miod. 
Now  as  the  bible  is  impeached  for  perjury,  the  priestocracy  have  to  overcome  that  suc- 
cessfully the  first  thing  done  in  the  pulpit,  or  depart  perjured  themselves. 

They  will  not  do  service  to  truth,  when  they  criminate  themselves.  When  tbe  priest- 
ocracy affect  that  such  bibles  cause  nations  to  flourish,  they  do  not  have  mind  to  analjte 
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lira  &ct8  of  the  whole  case,  and  place  fictitiously  bibles  for  developments  of  mind. 
They  are  unequal  as  their  bibles  to  the  subject  of  religion,  and  should,  as  they  will  haye 
to,  retire  inglorioiisly  from  the  field  of  mind,  and  not  of  bibles  except  through  mind. 

Faith  has  doctrines,  but  religion  has  principles. 

The  priesiocracy  haye  had  fur  the  age  of  superstition,  time  out  of  mind,  beyond  all 
their  written  bibles,  a  pet  bantling,  a  rickety  concern  that  they  have  all  tried  to  keep 
alive,  feedin|r  it  on  the  people^s  cream  all  the  time,  perjuring  themselves  about  it,  making 
pagan  houses  for  it,  but  it  will  not  all  do,  for  it  will  die,  and  its  death  will  be  that  of  an 
ignominious  felon^ 

What  preachers  do  we  want  of  faith  and  credulity,  ignorant  bibles  and  their  ignorant 
author's  creations,  when  we  have  religion,  the  book  of  God  and  all  that  mind  ever  needed 
from  creation's  dawn  ?  We  do  not  need  your  foolish  counterfeits,  when  we  have  the 
richest  originals.  To  take  yours,  is  the  deepest  sin  and  blasphemy  against  the  holy 
creator ;  to  receive  his  is  all  that  mind  can  do,  in  the  highest  sublimity  of  justice. 

The  wsrld  cannot  take  any  mere  statements  of  the  priestocracy  any  longer :  they 
have  deceived  the  world,  its  age.  If  they  have  not  now  facts  and  truth,  proof  of  their 
false  bibles,  then  they  should  seal  theic  false  lips  forever,  and  cancel  all  ingratitude  to 
God  tlieir  creator,  not  god  the  creation. 

The  very  idea  of  money  in  religion,  presents  ungodly  corruption,  as  well  as  power 
of  any  character.  That  godly  possession  is  only  the  pure  unadulterated  boon  of  the 
creator,  and  cannot,  must  not  be  defiled  by  any  unchaste  speculations  of  man,  clothed 
with  any  brief  authority  whatever.  Religion  cannot  be  churched  or  decked  in  any  orna- 
ments, as  they  would  be  those  of  peculiar  faith,  meretricious  and  most  mercenary. 

Religion  has  no  destructive  proscription,  a  ruthless  desecration  of  all  the  sanctity  of 
life  and  mind,  the  elements  of  horrid  warfare,  but  rebukes  all  for  their  errors,  and  re- 
ceives them  repentant  as  members  of  the  human  family,  and  holy  brotherhood  of  God.  * 

The  world  can  march  on  in  beautiful  harmony  and  order,  as  well  as  the  universe,  if 
rational  mind  carries  out  the  divine  purposes  of  the  creator — as  all  others  have  signally 
failed,  it  is  high  time  that  all  such  retire,  yield  precedence  to  rational  mind  the  God- 
like. 

The  preachers  act  badly  to  affect  any  priestocracy  sense.  They  have  a  bible  sense, 
that  is  obsolete,  and  are  obhged  to  modernize  out  of  obsolete  texts,  else  they  would  be 
obsolete.  In  the  pulpit,  they  are  btble  demagogues,  out  of  it,  they  are  monotheists,  if 
rational  beings.  As  such,  1  do  justice  to  tlieir  sacred  gift,  divine  mind,  and  expect 
them  to  stop  their  ungodly  deed  of  paganism.  They  need  not  disclaim  this  term,  for 
they  assume  miracles,  i\\e  very  thing  that  a  pagan,  an  ignorant  countryman  does,  when 
he  sees  sights  of  natural  phenomena,  that  the  monotheist  illustrates  of  rational  principles, 
and  refers  on  their  oonsunmiation,  rational  religion,  to  the  creator. 

But  tell  the  people  to  stop  all  this  paganism,  and  the  corrupt  priestocracy  who  look  at 
the  livings,  who  regard  the  dollars,  affect  the  reign  of  terror  of  atheism  in  France,  as  if 
monotheism  was  atheism,  proving  themselves  heathen  pagans,  in  not  understanding 
language  and  acting  hypocritically. 

All  the  noise  against  deists,  arose  from  the  glass-houses  of  polytheists,  who  were 
afraid  of  the  full  calibre  artillery  of  mouotheism.  The  truth  of  rational  religion,  effec- 
tually closes  the  victory. 

When  bigotry  is  perjured,  will  faith  do  for  all  things? 

On  what  truth  can  any  peculiar  faith  rest  ? 

Despotism,  ecclesiastical  and  monarchical,  state  and  chvrch,  luxuriates  on  this  de- 
graded infamy. 

You  must  ask  the  only  power  on  earth  that  can  answer  you  :  rational  mind.  The 
world  needs  mind,  rational,  to  confide  in.  Are  the  priestocracies  the  modern  eyes  to 
Moses'  bible  ?  • 

The  world  must  avail  itself  of  all  its  legitimate  full  means  of  protection  ;  among 
them  are  full  cognizande  of  all  the  various  forms*  of  peculiar  bible  frauds,  all  being 
gambling  speculations  on  the  people.  They  must  not  touch  one  of  them,  for  life  and 
eoul.  The  whole  play  of  ihe  priestocracy  is  foul,  and  the  most  consummate  false  pre- 
tences. 

What  will  not  degraded  man  do,  when  he  gambles  on  such  speculation,  for  avarice 
.and  ambition  ? 

The  world  will  take  advantage  of  us,  if  we  permit  it  to  usurp  such  principles,  no 
natter  who. 

No  matter  the  profession,  all  are  tory  to  mind,  if  unprincipled  in  faith.  The  most 
absurd  thing  in  the  world,  is  to  admit  the  lovely  priestocracy,  to  defraud  it  on  a  base- 
leas  foundation.  If  the  world's  history  was  not  full  of  faith  speculations  for  faith's 
profile,  then  a  few  tender  conscience-people  might  afffect  that  some  were  too  good  to 
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mean  more  than  meets  the  eye.  How  many  people  have  ofiered  tbemseWes  88  demft- 
gosiwa,  messiahs,  involving  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  followers  1 

Who  that  breaks  through  the  limits  of  conscience,  by  ambition, -cares  for  the  blood- 
iest results  in  its  gratification?  Does  faith  furnish  limits?  She  furnishes  the  very 
funds.  Moses  or  Mahomet,  Christ  or  Smith,  furnish  no  exceptions.  All  were  the 
basest  impostors,  and  used  all  available  funds  of  imposition. 

Advice  is  it  that  is  offered?  Are  the  advisers  capable  in  integrity,  or  capacity? 
They  aflirm  their  book  to  be  true  in  the  purview  of  hideous  and  apparent  perjuries. 

If  sophists,  they  can  add  nothing  to  its  proofs ;  bigotry  confirms  sophistry ,  and  ren- 
ders them  more  odious. 

As  affiliated,  they  render  themselves  amenable  to  the  bible^s  position,  and  cannot  ex- 
culpate themselves. 

Their  state  union  only  adds  to  their  despotism.  The  world  cannot  feel  indebted  to 
them  for  all  this,  much  less  from  their  treacherous  exclusion  of  monotheism,  or  ratiooal 
religion,  the  only  means  of  mind's  introduction  to  its  Creator.  Now,  if  wise,  tliey 
should  know  that  no  substitute  will  answer  for  the  treasure  of  nature,  and  they  ought 
to  retire  from  a  theatre,  that  their  whole  affiliation,  from  the  first  oracle,  and  soothsay- 
ing to  the  present  insidious  paganism,  has  never  been  able  to  honor,  grace,  or  benefit. 

They  are  all  unworthy  the  regard  of  the  world,  as  falsifying  religion,  and  palmiog 
the  basest  mercenary  substitute  on  it,  a  credulous  people. 

The  world  has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  works  and  bibles  of  priests.  fThat  is  all 
their  polity  and  designs  ;  but  it  has  all  to  do  with  religion,  and  that  it  has  to  find  of  God, 
not  man. 

Think  you  that  the  despots  of  the  world  would  hold  their  people  in  such  vassalage, 
without  this  means  ? 

When  the  priestocracy  offer  us  their  false  bible  and  machinery,  are  they  held,  as  they 
should  be,  responsible?     Are  they  not  rewarded  for  perjury,  by  the  suffering  world? 

The  decision  of  the  priestocracy,  affiliated  in  upholding  the  pagan  bible,  proves  no- 
thing for  the  bible,  but  all  against  themselves,  as  unworthy  of  being  sustained  in  what 
is  so  obnoxious. 

The  priestocracy  have  assumed,  by  excellence,  to  speak  authoritatively  about  the 
Jew  and  Christian  bibles,  and  making  them  divine,  have  most  positively  endorsed  their 
own  pagan  characters,  mstead  of  changing  the  character  of  these  pagan  books. 

What  can  we  expect  better  of  paganism? 

All  are  pagans,  of  all  ages,  countries,  and  governments,  that  detract  that  much  from 
the  adoration  of  one  Supreme  Creator. 

Are  church  and  state  ever  so  merged  in  one,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  that  justice,  od 
any  occasion,  cannot  be  rendered  ;  and  any  one,  unconnected  with  the  church,  is  unsafe, 
either  as  to  life  or  property  ?  This  more  plainly  proves,  on  my  position,  that,  but  for 
mind,  that  peculiar  l*aith,  fanaticism,  would  ruin  even  the  American  Union  at  once,  li 
is  certainly  the  most  dangerous  thing  on  earth.  Let  the  hacks  of  the  priestocracy 
order,  and  the  vassals  will  obey.  I  willingly  yield  clergy-preachers  all  the  personal 
virtue  you  claim,  all  the  religion  you  prove,  not  on  account  of  names,  but  of  principles. 
You  can  reach  the  mastery  only  by,  and  through,  rational  religion  ;  no  other.  She, 
given  you  in  elements  by  the  Creator,  was  exalted  therefrom,  by  the  use  of  rational 
mind  alone. 

The  world-despotism,  of  which  the  priestocracy  are  a  considerable  part,  has  to  go ; 
and  when  the  world-patriots  get  rid  of  that,  the  balance  will  be  au  easier  conquest,  to 
be  consummated  in  one,  the  present  age,  if  rational  mind  will  it. 

The  rational  part  of  mankind  knows  preachers  as  pulpit  perjurers — ^whether  the  last 
seem  to  know  it — and  that  all  their  sermons  are  perjuries,  and  can  be  nothing  else.  To 
be  themselves  any  other,  they  can  forsake  such  adultery  and  infamy,  and  recur  to 
loveliest  protection  of  monotheism,  that  points  unerringly  to  the  magnificence  of  the  uni- 
verse, under  the  providence  of  its  supreme  creator,  each  orb  a  volume,  man  a  page. 
The  preachers  will  hush  all  inquiring  minds,  by  sophistry,  if  they  cannot  usurp  the  ol>- 
Bolete  custom  of  masters. 

But  the  world  needs  principles  consummated,  not  pretenders  to  dictate.  Where  social 
priestocracy-proscription  prevails  now,  in  America,  would  be  (He  most  odious  despotiein 
of  force  extinction,  had  the  prescriptive  party  power. 

Before  you  committed  yourselves  to  pulpit-perjury,  you  should  have  analyzed  the 
true  position  of  the  world's  advancing  to  her  proper  career  of  glory,  as  a  constituent  o( 
the  universe.  You  should  know  that  man  and  earth  are  destined  fur  appropriate  spheres, 
both  by  the  refined  action  of  rational  mind. 

But  the  priestocracy  act  in  collusion  with  despotism,  in  its  worst  features.  Do  pure 
republicans  know  what  they  are  doing,  what  they  are  at  ?     That  they  have  the  concea- 
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tration  of  despotism  embodiment,  controlled  only  by  the  potency  of  mind,  that  of  course 
should  exclude  all  such  ?  Monotheism  is  the  only  beacon-Iight  of  liberty  for  the  family 
of  nations ;  her  lustre  cannot  be  excluded.  She  is  the  brilliant  dispensation  of  the 
light  of  mind,  and  the  blessing  of  liberty. 

You  cannot  violate  any  principles,  physical,  moral,  social,  or  religious,  with  impunity. 
How,  then,  can  you  promise  yourself  anything,  in  this  enterprise  of  an  obsolete  bible, 
in  its  grossest  violation  ? 

Make  your  intellect  subservient  to  your,  and  the  \yorld's,  good. 

Whenever  you  quit  principles,  that  moment  you  quit  your  only  protection,  appointed 
in  the  universe.  If  you  adopt  any  one  called  a  messiah,  you  then  desert  God  most 
certainly. 

After  all  said,  sung,  preached  and  done,  the  world's  paganism  never  taught  it  re- 
ligion  to  this  time. 

If  the  Jews,  as  all  the  ancients,  had  too  little  development  of  rational  mind  to 
have  rational  religion,  as  is  certainly  proved,  then  all  their  bibles,  as  books,  and  all  ac- 
cruing therefrom,  are  only  reflective  of  that  state  of  mind  that  is  conclusive  against  the 
bibles. 

The  bible  is  not  the  throne,  but  behind  it.  It  is  the  power  that  it  confers  ;  the  mere 
book  is  a  mere  laughing-stock  in  the  hands  of  the  prelates  of  despotism,  who  work  the 
wires  and  set  all  the  strikers  in  motion. 

Tiie  priest  profession  is  one  thing,  a  part  of  government ;  religion  another.  Religion 
gets  its  bible  direct  from  God,  and  yields  its  kindliest  influence  to  man,  whilst  all  pecu- 
liar bibles  are  of  the  priestocracy  in  collusion  for  smuggling  mind^s  rights. 

Many  people,  is  it  not  the  majority,  go  to  hear  the  display,  the  mind,  than  the  display 
of  bibles  ? — all  such,  is  the  display  of  monotheism,  that  gathers  her  fruits  and  laurels 
from  a  diflferent  text,  that  of  rational  mind. 

The  world  has  to  come  to  the  perfect  knowledge,  that  the  whole  priestocracy  are  a 
perfect  excrescence  on  mind,  a  nullity,  and  to  be  dropped  at  once  and  forever.  Rational 
mind  has  to  be  used  in  their  stead.  They  are  never  more  to  darken  the  world  with 
their  odious  twilight-despotism.  None  but  constitutional  liberty  is  allowed  to  take 
hold  of  this  matter,  and  that  is  going  to  put  down  all  despotism  in  all  its  disguises. 

The  people  have  to  come  to  this  positively,  to  treat  all  the  priestocracy  as  reckless 
impostors  and  perjurers,  if  they  will  persist  in  forcing  their  peculiar  faiths,  that  are 
perjuries  on  the  world. 

^^'hen  all  priestocracies  are  corrupt,  there  is  no  limit  to  that  corruption,  and  they  have 
led  no  means  unessayed  to  reach  their  goal.  Their  creator  has  not  been  too  sacred, 
their  own  souls  and  minds  have  not  been  too  pure  for  their  enormous  and  iniquitous  pol- 
lutions. 

They  should  analyze  the  mighty  difierence  between  the  exalted  firmness  of  religion, 
and  the  fanaticism  of  pagan  faith.  All  bigots  are  fanatics.  All  are  pagans  tliat  do  not 
take  the  universal  standard,  unity  of  Deity. 

Mind,  without  proper  analysis,  does  not  know  to  what  desperate  corruption,  monopoly 
and  usurpation  will  lead  the  perverted,  peculiarly  educated  mind.  Make  mind  vassal, 
and  it  will  go  any  lengths,  for  its  despot  dictators. 

A  most  masterly  victory  is  due  rational  religion,  over  all  the  perjured  pagan  faiths  of 
the  world,  and  she  will  get  it,  as  God  rules  out  all  messiahs  and  their  affiliated  priest- 
ocracies. 

Whenever  relijrion  is  presented  for  conversion,  as  it  is  called,  both  sides  for  an  hon- 
orable soul  decision  should  be  investigated. 

God  Almighty  regulates  all  things,  independent  of  presumptuous  priestocracies  all, 
who  abstract  the  rights  of  mind  and  the  people.  The  monarchists  have  minor  despo- 
tisms to  help  sustain  them.  The  world  needs  the  noblest,  purest  motives,  to  prove  the 
best  and  noblest  attributes  of  religion.     These  men  do  not  represent  her. 

But  why  not  receive  the  bible  and  its  advocates  ?  Because  the  adoration  to  God 
causes  me  to  do  full  justice  to  monotheism,  that  precludes  any  charity  to  any  false  faith 
or  its  followers,  pagan  and  ungodly.    Mind  cannot  alienate  to  such,  anything  that  it  claims. 

But  horror  of  all  horrors,  terror  of  all  terrors,  resulted  in  the  reign  of  terror,  when 
the  abstraction  of  the  bible  took  place  in  France. 

All  the  overflow  came  from  the  bigotry  of  all  bigotries,  the  reign  of  bibleocracy. 
What  transpired  in  France,  might  be  the  result  to  the  whole  world. 

All  such  is  the  reign  of  perverted  mind,  whether  it  shows  at  first  in  pagan  polythe- 
ism, and  then  in  pagan  atheism,  is  as  bad.  God,  the  Creator,  made  man  a  monotheist 
to  be,  and  nothing  less ;  but  perverted,  under  moral  free  agency  of  mind,  has  made  him 
what  irrational  mind  will  ever  make  him. 

His  standard  for  universal  safety  is  in  unity  of  God,  and  whenever  he  forsakes  that» 
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he  goes  to  the  most  dangerous  pagan  idoktry.     The  whole  world  has  to  reoottncc 
paganism,  and  all  its  appurtenances  of  bibles  and  priestocracy. 

There  are  universal  reasons  for  mind  ever  being  a  monotheist,  as  it  cannot  go  through 
the  universe  without  that  passport. 

How  is  it  possible  for  peculiar  faithites  to  write  a  code  of  religion,  when  all  theirs  is 
a  peculiar  world-polity,  expressly  for  their  peculiar  selfish  objects  ?  It  waa  utterly, 
totally  impossible  for  Moses,  or  Christ,  or  any  such,  to  institute  the  religion  of  princi- 
ples, the  only  religion — they  never  could,  with  their  universe  to  teach  them. 

The  faithites  seem  incompetent  to  realize  the  difference  between  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples, faith  and  religion,  the  last  of  which  expands  man^s  soul  to  the  enlarged  csdibre 
of  the  universe. 

How  suspiciously  the  bible  characters  are  mixed  up !  The  Devil  and  Christ,  priest- 
ocracy and  despots.  How  foolish  the  blood  sacrifice  of  animals,  how  brutal  that  of  the 
human.  The  reign  of  terror  by  atheism  in  France  is  it  ?  That  is  nothing  to  the 
bloody  rei^n  of  terror  by  polytheism  in  the  world.  What  gave  the  horrid  power  to  Ac 
priestocracy,  but  the  bloody  sceptre  of  human  sacrifices  ?  Who  could  be  safe  then,  as 
now,  where  its  peculiar  power  reigns  1 

But  all  that  comes  from  Asia,  proves  mind  vagrant,  or  in  the  slavery  of  odious 
vassalage.  On  that  continent,  half  of  the  billion  of  Uie  whole  world,  has  ostracised  tiie 
noblest  and  proper  qualities  of  rational  mind,  and  erected  on  its  ruins  all  of  pagan 
idolatry.  Mind  then  to  that  awful  extent,  is  in  a  deranged  state*  that  of  fanatical 
paganism.  The  world  is  ruined  by  such  false,  treacherous  twilights.  This  character 
Christ  affected,  that  faith  could  remove  mountains,  but  he  was  wily  enough  not  to 
undertake  tliat,  and  Mahomet  is  said  to  have  gone  to  the  mountain,  when  it  would  not 
come  to  him.  Would  you  commute  your  property  to-day  for  bank  paper  that  wa* 
counterfeit  and  worthless?  Much  worse  do  you,  when  you  seek  to  exchange  yoar 
Creator-savior  for  man-impostor. 

The  paramount  rights  of  mind,  the  world,  the  soul  to  such  senselessness.  The 
supreme  power  prevents  all  that ;  he  inspires  with  principles  to  conviction  of  rationality. 
The  world  and  bibles  must  subserve  mind,  not  the  last,  the  first.  Monotheism  will 
rectify. 

All  peculiar  faith  and  its  bibles  are  made  of  deception,  that  the  priestocrats  advo- 
cate, and  nothing  less  in  all  their  degradations,  the  whole  of  which  religion  despises. 
Can  illustrious  world  freemen,  adopt  any  such  ?  While  the  priestocracy  were  affect- 
ing the  devil  and  pointing  the  world  to  his  satanic  majesty,  they  were  defrauding  the 
people. 

Time  makes  no  difference  with  principles,  the  majesty  of  which  will  reach  sach. 

The  right  proper  use  of  mind  is  to  be  mainly  looked  at  by  the  whole  world  of  mind, 
otherwise  it  is  that  much  deranged  from  its  true  state  of  rationality.  As  all  peculiar 
faiths  are  perjuries,  whatever  part  of  them  the  world  adopts,  that  much  it  has  of  per- 

i"ry. 

The  only  standard  for  the  world  is  that  of  principle  forever,  and  it  cannot  know  any 
thing  less  by  custom,  habit,  or  any  unprincipled  authority. 

So  the  preachers  all  are  sustaining  a  miserable  perjury  without  any  qualificatioQ 
whatever  as  proved. 

They  can  only  retrace  their  steps.  The  world  must  manage  its  business  itself,  oo 
right  principles,  else  it  will  be,  that  much  as  its  whole  history  proves,  under  deatructive 
elements. 

How  small  must  American  preachers  feel  in  the  pulpit  when  the  audience  desires  to 
know  if  they  can  ask  for  more  than  what  is  rational  or  reasonable  ?  Will  they  give 
less  ?  That  very  single  question  winds  up  forever  all  bibles  of  tradition,  and  all  their 
supporters.     Let  them  give  and  require  all  this  to  and  from  the  world. 

Let  this  be  the  boldest  of  all  revolutions,  still  it  is  conservative.  When  we  speak  of 
religion,  the  priestocracy  fly  to  faith  from  truth. 

Then  that  takes  away  free  agency,  and  leaves  the  worst  state  of  want  of  the  unity 
of  adaptation. 

The  history  of  mind  illustrated  in  the  world  proves  (ree  agency. 

The  world  cannot  be  offended  at  me  for  exposing  the  bible  as  perjuries,  when  it  can 
at  once  espouse  the  tnith  of  religion. 

What  disgrace  to  rational  mind,  that  peculiar  faith-capital  should  be  the  governmental 
policy  to  tyrannize  over  the  world  of  mind  this  day. 

1  am  actually  surprised  at  rational  Americans  to  act  thus. 

I  know  no  authority  of  custom,  except  through  principle. 

Think  of  the  folly  of  making  a  few  dictate  to  millions,  when  it  takes  the  whole  real 
nation  to  govern  the  mighty  weal  of  mankind. 
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The  state  of  highest  civilization  asks :  Why  does  not  the  world  speak  truly,  and 
speak  in  the  name  of  religion,  not  that  of  its  counterfeit,  as  Christianity,  Mohamedan- 
ism,  Mormonism,  or  any  other  paganism  of  numbers  or  of  place  ? 

But  the  priestocracy  may  become  indignant  at  not  receiving  their  due.  That  would 
be  popular  penalty,  as  malefactors.  They  had  best  at  once  sink  all  such  in  the  man, 
and  assume  no  more,  but  act  as  real  capitalists  on  monotheism,  which  capital  the  world 
uses  most  shamefully,  without  honorable  acknowledgment. 

Peculiar  faith  is  always  conniving  at  something  low  against  mind,  the  world,  whereas 
religion  exalts  the  same.  Martial,  ecclesiastical,  or  monarchical  despotism,  has  decided 
no  principle.     What  farces  about  public  chaplains. 

What  must  the  people  do  after  having  built  so  many  fine  churches  1  Can  they  leave 
them  ?    They  are  only  so  much  the  more  pagans. 

REVELATIONS. 

What  are  the  Revelations  of  John  worth,  any  more  than  any  other  oracle-monger  ? 
All  this,  if  part  of  creation,  would  have  started  with  it,  but,  as  subsequent,  violates  the 
certain  laws  of  creation,  the  immutability  of  God. 

What  might,  if  true,  arouse  our  most  certain  satisfaction  and  gratitude  most  bound- 
less, should,  as  untrue,  cause  the  deepest  disgust.  As  to  the  bible  saints,  as  they  were 
not,  they  were  vilest  impostors.  But  John  saw  war  in  the  bible^s  heaven,  Satan  cast 
out,  when  he,  John,  was  anticipated  by  the  old  bible,  that  gave  Satan  long  before  John. 
The  priestocracy  make  the  devil.  God  is  too  good  a  being  to  make  such  a  monster  of 
evil  his  even  superior  rival.  I  could  not  blaspheme  God  to  countenance  any  such 
iniquity,  such  bible  or  its  priestocracy,  to  libel  God  in  tliat  wise.  That  is  the  most 
outrageous  toryism,  fraud  on  mind,  reculiar  revelation  of  faith  presents  antagonism 
to  universal  rights.  There  can  be  no  faith  of  sectarians,  yet  religion  has  unity  under 
a  common  faith.  Individuals,  masses,  nations  and  worlds,  must  go  on  principles.  How 
can  there  be  revealed  religion  ?  It  is  an  exercise  of  rational  faculties,  then  it  is  innate 
and  evolved  by  reason.  I  ask  all  good  persons  to  unite  with  me  to  promote  principles, 
of  all  that  are  not  wedded  to  bigotry. 

Principles  beget  an  immutable  morality,  a  retributive  justice  for  the  sovereign  people, 
whose  right  is  divine  by  mind. 

What  is  all  the  falsification  of  all  the  world's  prophecy,  all  the  faiths  that  pagan 
idolatry  has  ever  reared  through  all  ancient  to  Judaism,  all  modern  to  Christianity  and 
Mormonism. 

Principles  are  the  lofly  ambassadors  of  God,  who  furnishes  the  capital  of  grace  to 
the  whole  universe  thereby. 

No  pretended  revelation  can  define  sin,  which  it,  violating  principles,  perpetrates 

What  is  sin,  then,  but  their  violation  1 

Who  can  then  select  the  worst,  costliest  road,  but  from  misdirection  ?  Who  but  the 
priestocracy  do  that? 

No  bible  dramatists  could  then  have  understood  what  they  were  about,  with  their 
undeveloped  mind.  If  their  hero  was  a  God,  then  was  he  immortal ;  if  he  suffered 
death,  it  was  voluntary,  or  not  a  God ;  and  if  the  last,  it  was  a  suicide,  and  that  is  the 
suicide  of  their  drama.  Mind  has  taken  the  bible  along  with  it,  not  the  bible  the  mind. 
When  the  ancient  polytheists  fabricated  a  new  divinity  of  perjury,  they  were  not  to  be 
defeated  for  Want  of  the  perjury  of  the  affiliated. 

The  whole  world  has  to  evoke  all  the  best  blessings  of  conservative  revolution,  and 
adopt  all  the  position.  The  desecration  of  religion  is  too  manifest  in  the  faiths  of 
paganism  offered,  when  it  is  universe  full,  the  last  none  of  it  at  all. 

A  faith  of  principles  is  the  only  faith  that  mind,  in  soul-organization,  can  face  Deity 
with. 

All  peculiar  faiths,  as  plagiaries  by  mind  most  perverted,  on  mind  of  the  world,  are 
ungodly. 

After  all,  all  the  ungodly  messiahships  and  revelations,  they  have  all  lefl  to  God 
what  these  world-impostors  could  not  do  of  themselves,  falsely  trading  on  God^s  capital. 

It  becomes  the  free  Americans,  the  only  free  people  if  they  will  erect  the  banner  of 
rational  mind,  to  banish  all  such  forever,  and  establish  the  whole  world-blessings,  to 
become  the  first  as  the  most  civilized  of  humanity. 

Christianity  cannot  perfect  man^s  religious  nature,  not  having  the  inherent  elements 
itself.     This  earth  is  a  preparatory  state,  for  the  world  of  mind  to  operate  in  its  mine. 

It  is  the  perpetual  development  of  rational  religion ;  what  foolish  thought  of  peculiar 
fidth  suddenly  regenerating  the  heart,  much  less  of  sanctification  or  completion. 
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FIDELITY  AND  INFIDELITY— FREE  MORAL  AGENCY  OF  MIND. 

There  is  every  motive  for  a  consistent  performance  of  the  requirements,  for  a  com- 
mensurate reward. 

To  whom  are  fidelity  and  infidelity  referable,  when  charged  on  rational  religionists  ? 

The  only  characters  presented  in  religion  are  God  and  anti-god. 

Rational  religionists  seek,  with  the  most  faithful  fidelity,  to  pay  their  best  adoration 
and  loftiest  reverence  to  God  alone. 

With  the  utmost  fidelity,  they  consider  all  vicegerentships  hostile  to  the  purity  of 
conscience,  and  true  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  God. 

With  the  best  fidelity  to  God  and  conscience,  they  consider  all  vicegerentships  pre- 
judicial to  the  best  morals,  laws,  and  well-being  of  society,  and  should  be  read  out  of  all 
codes  of  refined  minds,  distinguished  by  reason  and  reason^s  God. 

The  infidelity  of  the  anti-god  will  hence  be  silenced  by  the  fidelity  of  rational  reli- 
gionists. 

When  reason  rules  mind,  all  the  universe  will  be  over  faithful  to  omnipotence. 

TO  FREE  AND  MORAL  AGENCY  OF  MIND  IS  DUE  THE  PROGRESS 

OF  LIBERTY. 

A  PART  of  the  world  has  become  rational  partially,  in  the  right  way.  That  part  has 
commenced  rightly  in  government :  all  must  do  it  conclusively,  in  religious  faith  and 
abtion,  that  must  ever  agree  therewith,  as  no  principles  can  ever  clash  at  all. 

What  a  great  lesson  for  statesmen,  to  have  correct  views  of  government,  firmly  and 
sincerely  supported. 

What  a  commentary  is  at  the  same  time  furnished,  of  the  hazard  of  mind's  perver- 
sions in  government. 

Millions  of  lives  have  been  destroyed,  and  freely  has  their  blood  flown,  to  rescue 
liberty's  lost  rights — rights  of  the  people.     These  were  true  martyrs. 

How  deeply  and  gratefully,  then,  ought  all  the  free  and  wise  nations  prize  their 
costly  acquired  blessings. 

No  country  is  otherwise  herself,  as  mind  is  not  that  noble  gift,  enriched  at  a  nation's 
treasury,  when  lowering  governments  interdicted  its  elevated  caste  in  freedom,  and  give 
it  in  mockery  even  the  pretences  of  constitutional  monarchy  or  absolutism. 

Ail  countries,  degraded  in  government  less  than  constitutional  republican  representa- 
tion, are  necessarily  degraded  in  morals  and  religion,  are  only  amended  when  that 
highest  and  purest  order  of  government,  rightly  constituted,  and  administered  without 
fear  and  reproach,  seeking  after  popular  capital,  gives  potency  and  character  to  mind, 
and  aid  to  virtue. 

Wlien  legislators  maintain  an  honest  consistency,  without  retrograding  in  all  the  great 
steps  and  progress  of  virtue,  they  exalt  their  sublime  acts  in  true  government  for  the 
people,  and  their  constitutional  enactments  displayed  in  numerous  wise  proceedings, 
without  binding  and  bankrupting  themselves  in  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  mind,  will 
exclude  an  uncourteous  perfidy  to  sister  states  possessed  uf  the  same  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, while  the  truth  and  honesty  of  constitutional  principles  can  be  vindicated  by 
the  noblest  specimens  of  humanity. 

Such  governments  are  truly  and  only  possessed  of  the  potent  elements  of  social  and 
political  happiness,  and  must  diffuse  the  eclipsing  light  of  such  lustre  over  the  whole 
world,  winning  mind  by  reason  best. 

Freedom  will  wisely  exercise  the  loftiest  view,  in  leading  the  way  to  arrest  high 
crimes  by  statutory  punishment,  to  prevent  the  indispensable  necessity  of  summary 
vengeance  and  retaliation,  that  are  certainly  objectionable,  if  improperly  directed  and 
executed. 

Every  freeman  has  a  direct  and  abiding  interest  in  his  government,  and  gives  a  moral 
potency  and  validity  to  the  laws  of  justice. 

When  constitutional  liberty  prevails  none  are  above  the  laws,  that  should  be  wisest 
and  wisely  instituted  to  be  sacredly  respected. 

Everything  is  for  mind  on  this  earth,  and  mind  must  elicit  her  wisest  institutions  for 
mind. 

If  the  states  of  the  world  will  justly  punish  all,  in  a  constitutional  way,  citizens  or 
aliens  amenable,  that  come  rightly  under  the  cognizance  of  just  legislation,  then  the 
odious  feature  of  private  vengeance,  that  disgraces  any  age  of  laws,  alwayB  to  b9 
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deprecated  as  most  pervertible  and  capable  of  greater  evils  even  on  innocent  persons, 
than  those  redressed,  will  cease  to  exist. 

The  countries  of  freedom,  that  now  numbers  the  spirit  of  liberty,  in  over  a  hundred 
millions  of  cultivated  minds,  owe  it  to  themselves,  to  raise  up  the  crushed  part  of  the 
people  to  man^s  dignified  position,  and  leave  all  the  drama  of  religion  in  tiie  best,  because 
right  hands,  those  of  its  Author. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  RIGHTS  OF  THE  WOULD. 

The  nations  of  the  earth  must  seek  the  light  of  those  that  are  highly  favored  ;  they 
must  seek,  all  the  time,  the  platform  of  reason  and  constitutional  rights  that  are  mutual 
bulwarks. 

The  people  of  the  world,  as  its  sovereign,  must  demand  of  their  rulers  all  the  lights 
of  knowledge  in  science  funds,  and  must  institute  the  best  of  schools  to  teach  all  the 
light  of  mind,  and  hold  their  rulers  immediately  responsible  for  the  best  general  scho- 
lastic institutions,  liberal  as  philosophical  science,  to  diffuse  universal  intelligence 
among  the  people. 

Rulers  of  the  land  owe  it  to  their  constituents  to  promote  the  highest  spirit  of  liberty, 
to  promote  the  dignity  of  mind,  to  advance  that  dignity  to  sublime  worth  of  character, 
the  holiest  aspirations  of  soul,  to  advance  their  people,  to  see  them  prepared  for  self- 
government,  the  sooner  the  better. 

Before  religion,  they  are  bound  in  good  faith,  for  the  best  promotion  of  their  pcople^s 
happiness. 

If  they  have  sworn  it  when  put  into  office,  then  they  must  absolve  themselves  from 
penury,  if  they  fail  in  good  faith  to  their  people. 

The  clergy  of  absolutism  are  false  and  recreant,  dishonored,  base  and  degraded  before 
God  and  man,  all  over  the  world,  to  fetter  the  human  mind  with  the  foul  stains  of  super- 
stition, with  the  priestly  iniquities  and  corruptions,  to  defer  or  prevent  any  lights  of  mind, 
especially  in  pure  religion,  by  all  the  best  avenues  of  mental  light. 

All  good  citizens  are  responsible  for  their  influence,  present  and  future,  in  corrupting 
or  perverting  the  mind  of  the  world  in  government  or  religion,  on  all  which  reason 
alone  can  decide. 

All  civil  and  religious  functionaries  throughout  the  world,  are  duly  responsible  for 
any  delay,  sophistry  or  prevarication  of  this  noblest  subject  of  mind,  m  failing  to  meet 
candidly  all  essential  points,  and  with  the  proper  characteristics,  for  all  false  pretences, 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  and  merely  adopting  them  as  the  means  of  advancing  tempo- 
ral interests,  and  self-aggrandizement. 

ENLIGHTENED  LEGISLATION, 

Should  advance  and  aid  the  morals  of  the  people  by  its  laws,  making  penalty  suitable 
to  the  crime  and  preventive  of  it,  if  practicable,  certainly  reducing  it  to  the  least  of 
evils,  by  a  perfect  independence  of  all  respect  to  persons  whatsoever. 

But  laws  cannot  precede  morals,  unless  legislators  are  themselves  endowed  with  all 
proper  rational  light. 

Public  opinion  must  be  cultivated,  and  enlightened. 

The  legislation  must  refer  to,  and  embrace  all  necessary  principles  and  nothing  short 
of  them,  to  reach  the  only  foil  benefits,  as  no  partial  and  defective  legislation  can  secure 
the  full  confidence  and  protection  for  free  intelligent  minds. 

It  is  absurd  to  pretend,  that  the  laws  of  principles  cannot  be  executed  in  such  society, 
made  sensible  of  their  nature,  propriety,  necessity  and  their  essential  value. 

Where  are  the  judges  ? 

Make  them  of  the  proper  materials,  of  the  highest  talents,  and  most  winning,  sterling 
integrity,  not  broken-down  political  hacks  and  gamblers,  the  creatures  of  creatures,  but 
responsible  and  independent,  on  good  behavior  by  the  most  meritorious  rewards,  but  de- 
pendent censurable  and  degraded  on  bad  conduct,  all  of  which  when  necessary,  to  be 
recognised  with  due  propriety  and  prompt  good  faith. 

Have  your  judges  seated  on  their  high  seats,  by  high  actions,  above  fear  and 
reproach. 

Thus  then,  we  have  the  proper  security  for  righteous  legislation,  just  judgment,  and 
prompt  and  faithful  execution. 

The  world  is  only  responsible  to  the  God  of  the  universe,  not  to  the  distortion  of 
paganism,  that  mind  cannot  recognise  nor  reason  adopt 
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Banished  be  liberty  and  freedom  that  are  nothing  but  names,  if  we  cannot  attain  to 
all  they  guarantee  in  life. 

Analysis  enables  us  to  appreciate  with  most  fervent  gratitude,  one  of  the  greatest 
gifls  of  deity,  intended  for  mind^s  most  invaluable  treasure,  free  agency,  enlightenment 
and  permanency  of  principles. 

Analysis  then  endows  it  with  self-elevation,  but  bible  libels  degrade  it  by  a  miBeraUe 
deterioration. 

Free  agency  of  mind,  that  bespeaks  a  proper  responsibility  to  the  creator,  is  best  pre- 
sented by  the  most  liberal  circle,  free  constitutional  government. 

Absolutism  that  deals  in  faith  without  reason,  can  promise  no  such  rightful  fane- 
tions. 

Society  is  then  blessed  in  the  free  rational  exercise  of  mind,  in  all  the  subjects  pre- 
sented in  the  universe. 

God ,  who  would  absolve  man  and  mind  from  all  responsibility,  presents  an  idea  that 
subverts  all  social  rights  and  universal  order,  all  moral  rectitude. 

The  reason  of  conscience  and  civilization,  justifies  the  unequivocal  belief,  that  God 
interferes  no  more  with  rightful  free  agency  of  mind,  than  the  maintenance  of  Dntveisal 
protection  and  providence. 

IVedestinarianism'  is  a  peculiar  doctrine,  and  befouled  by  its  peculiar  creed  for  power. 

People  must  look  by  mind  to  God,  and  not  to  sectarianism,  that  is  antagontstie  to 
Catholicism,  and  is  entirely  opposed  to  rational  religion,  the  only  plan  or  system  that 
the  God  of  the  universe  has  given  to  mankind. 

Where  is  the  limit  of  hypocrisy  ?  In  the  limit  of  primary  errors,  that  embrace  this 
whole  position. 

All  are  more  or  less  sinful  at  times,  from  various  causes  and  circumstances  of  temp- 
tation ;  then  they  are  to  refer  for  correction  to  general  principles,  with  which  their  minds 
must  be  identified,  that  enlightened  reason  instructs  them  in,  to  seek  consistent  action 
accordingly. 

PRAYER— GRATITUDE— FIDELITY— FREE  AGENCY  OF  MIND. 

Free  government  alone,  exempt  from  church  and  state  despotism,  can  gire  fiee 
agency  of  mind,  an  absolutely  necessary  constituent  of  religion. 

A  universal  dangerous  state  of  things  arises  in  several  ways  about  peculiar  (kith, 
that  originates  all  the  heresies  that  are  absurd  before  the  tribunal  of  rational  mind. 

Prayer  is  communing,  and  is  most  important  to  express  humility  before  and  to  God 
the  author  of  the  universe,  eternity  and  all  power,  the  giver  of  all  good,  who  alone  can 
excite  our  purest  gratitude,  and  our  best  adoration,  whose  inspiration  of  mind  should 
keep  down  all  impiety  and  blasphemy  towards  him,  and  all  impure  thouffhts  in  oar- 
selves.  What  petition  can  prayer  present  to  an  omniscient  Almighty  1  Prayer  is  the 
adoption  of  conservative  principles.  But  prayer  is  action  or  communion,  to  abjure  the 
faults  of  all,  to  see  the  deformity  and  nakedness  of  their  position ;  to  rely  excluaiTely  on 
their  Creator,  and  renounce  superstition  and  infidelity  to  God. 

Man  is  yet  to  learn  the  capacity  of  proper  life,  and  its  proper  mode. 

Ingenuous  youth  would  take  hold  of  their  immediate  interests,  if  rightly  directed  so 
to  do,  by  proper  tuition  of  proper  principles. 

The  great  truths  and  elements  of  liberty  and  free  action,  enable  mind  to  do  right, 
and  proclaim  the  rightful  possession  and  ownership  in  God  the  Creator. 

Then  what  can  all  prayers  of  words  avail  in  peculiar  faith  that  is  unprincipled  ? 

The  only  hold  on  the  human  will,  is  through  reason,  honor  and  truth. 

If  you  cannot  decide  moral  justice  by  mind,  how  is  man  accountable  ? 

If  mind  be  a  free  agent,  having  the  freedom  of  action  and  cultivation,  its  acts  are 
accountable. 

If  the  gospel  of  any  messiahship  be  clearly  untrue,  mnst  not  mind  be  accountable  as 
it  is  free  agent,  for  the  adoption  ? 

God  has  not  only  created  mind  a  free  agent,  but  he  has  vouchsafed  to  it  reason  and 
^  truth  to  build  a  right  faith.  The  system  of  principles  is  the  only  one  as  that  of  God, 
that  can  satisfy  mind,  to  criticise  and  rebuke  the  vices  of  the  world,  as  analysis  is  best 
fortified  by  science,  and  truth  is  defended  by  facts. 

The  minds  of  free  intelligent  Americans  are  the  very  ones  to  elicit  all  the  facts ;  as 
the  governments  of  absolutism  have  sought  to  repel  all  that  would  convict  peculiar 
bibles  before  the  people.  Americans  above  all  others,  should  prove  their  fidelity  to 
God,  for  all  their  national  honors  and  privileges,  so  signally  and  providentially  awarded 
them.    Skeptics  must  know  that  it  is  to  learn  that  mind  must  do  its  duty  to  secore  all 
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the  divine  agency  identified  with  the  best  results  of  principlcsi  that  secure  the  holiest 
interposition.     1  his  is  the  spirit  of  religion,  and  comprehends  ail  practicable  duty. 

What  are  you  doing  individually  to  help  the  world.  Stop  the  world-intriguing  and 
deception.  Seek  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  a  right  action  thereon.  It  is 
most  expedient  to  ascertain  what  is  the  highest  action  that  mind  can  pay  to  the  author 
of  the  nniverse.  That  cannot  be  less  Uian  the  highest-minded  adoration,  and  the 
exactest  duty  to  the  world.  What  all  these  are,  mind  must  seek  the  highest  rationality, 
the  most  refined  civilization  to  decide. 


WHO  ARE  ANTI-GOD  1 

All  who  assume  God^s  attributes  to  impose  on  the  world,  and  speculate  on  its  cre- 
dulity. 

Mortals  of  this  age  of  the  world,  must  have  their  senses  blunted  in  deep  and  wilful 
ignorance  and  stupidity,  to  yield  credence  to  pretensions  that  interfere  witli  Deity^s  ex- 
clusive attributes. 

If  they  have  seen  such  light,  original  or  reflected,  and  will  not  acknowledge  that 
which  is  God^s,  and  assert  what  is  rightful  and  reasonable,  but  are  wilfully  blind,  then 
this  position  must  be  applied,  in  full  force  and  virtue,  to  all  such  that  refuse  that  jus- 
tice. 

Their  insincerity  and  bad  example  will  rise  up  in  just  judgment  against  them. 

Above  all,  at  first  and  last,  and  all  the  time,  they  must  adore,  in  full,  their  Creator, 
who  has  endowed  all  rational  minds  with  the  highest  proof  of  an  Almighty,  referable 
to  their  conscience.     They  cannot  now  escape  this  conviction,  if  they  will. 

The  hand-writing  of  God  can  be  read  and  understood  by  mind,  to  which  ho  speaks 
universally,  not  in  mysteries,  but  in  the  plainest,  soundest  proper  sense.  • 

If  the  soul  belonged  to  priests  and  theologians,  then  they  could  implicitly  dictate ; 
but  as  mind  has  the  keeping  of  this  position,  and  is  responsible,  let  it  have  the  decision 
in  its  own  right. 

The  best  proof  of  irreligion,  is  adoption  of  peculiar  bibles,  and  the  outrages  on  the 
world  growing  out  of  them,  thus  proving  them  clearly  not  of  a  pure  source. 

Take  away  my  bible,  says  the  pope  ? 

Do  you  seek  to  strip  me  of  my  sceptre,  my  potent  temporal  power,  to  guide  the  world 
by  infallible  despotism  ?  You  cannot  take  my  bible,  says  the  autocrat !  I  am  the  head 
of  my  empire,  and  that  enables  me  to  rule  my  serfs  most  blindly ;  for  if  you  take  away 
superstition,  the  potent  charm  is  broken  ;  they  will  then  seek  the  God  of  the  universe. 

If  you  put  away  that  bible,  you  put  away,  then,  much  of  the  false  governments  of  the 
world. 

Do  you,  American,  wish  to  retain  such  false  bibles,  bloodhound  statutes,  to  murder 
up  and  enslave  billions  of  the  human  race  ?  To  drain  their  blood,  property,  liberty, 
soul,  virtue,  reputation,  life,  everything,  the  whole  world  as  far  as  can  be  commanded  ? 

If  perjury  can  be  consecrated,  and  the  clergy  be  divine,  then  the  world  can  submit  to 
all  the  folly  and  crime  of  self-delusion. 

The  whole  scheme  of  the  priestocracy  is  that  of  ungodly  usurpation  and  monopoly. 

The  dark  ages  of  malign  peculiar  faith  are  about  departing,  on  the  approach  of  brighter 
rational  light. 

In  all  the  departments  of  life,  the  rational  world  Is  progressing,  in  all  that  is  proper 
and  essential  to  mind. 

The  mighty  conservatiTe  revolution  of  rational  mind  is  advancing,  pregnant  with 
mighty  reform,  in  science,  religion  and  government,  exciting  the  greatest  blessings  of 
mind,  by  its  appropriate  reward,  the  meed  of  merit.  The  absorption  into  sectarian  and 
partisan  views  is  diminishing,  alike  subversive  of  true  dignity,  moral  worth,  and  rational 
greatness.  Never,  tilt  rational  mind  is  free  as  air,  to  seek  abroad  in  the  whole  world, 
in  all  the  expanse  of  its  noble  theatre-nature,  can  it  reach  its  proper  elevation.  Con- 
fine it  by  the  trammels  of  the  world^s  despotic  bibles,  invade  its  highest  prerogatives  by 
every  prejudice  that  self-interest,  most  contracted  and  bigoted,  invents ;  attempt  its 
acquiescence  by  force  and  numbers,  it  revolts.  The  God  of  nature  will  never  permit 
it.  The  delusion  will  be  seen,  sooner  or  later,  and  unless  weakness  interrupts  the  de- 
cu)ion,  the  fact  will  be  then  recognised,  assuredly  in  the  history  of  mind,  the  history, 
then,  of  the  universe,  not  of  this  world,  to  which  petty  messiahs  are  dwarfed,  by  pusiU 
lanimoos  priestocracy. 
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APHORISMS. 

Excel  all  in  politeness  and  oourtesyi  the  genuine  efiusiona  of  mind,  ciiltiTated  in  ha- 
roanity,  civilization,  and  religion. 

We  ought  to  be  wiser  today  than  on  yesterday.     Then  proxy  thought  for  us,  now 
we  think  for  ourselves. 

You  may  injure  yourself  worse  than  others  can  injure  you,  mentally  or  bodily, 
'  through  imprudence. 

Counteract  all  practicable  perfidy,  by  having  the  right  basis. 

Wise  legislators  must  counteract  private  vices  and  crimes,  by  removing  the  neces- 
sity that  creates  them. 

How  miserable  the  ignorant  often  make  themselves  out  of  elements  that  correct  sci- 
ence makes  most,  and  rules  subservient  to  man^s  good,  and  mind^s  supremacy. 

The  miracles  of  the  stupidly  ignorant,  are  the  servants  of  the  wise. 

Enlightened  mind  rejects  the  trammels  of  partyism,  that  deprives  principles  of  their 
legitimate  usefulness. 

Always  act  with  oest  humanity,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Be   no  party  to  any  transaction  that  involves  character,  therefore  revolTC  in  miod 
your  duty  first. 

The  good  society  citizen  seeks  to  be  a  gentleman,  nature's  nobleman,  and  always 
aspires  to  do  benevolent  acts. 

The  proffer  of  the  world  has  honorable  exceptions,  to  being  bought  and  requited  by 
some  worldly  kindness. 

We  must  watch  the  world  in  its  intrigues,  and  counteract  its  corruptions. 

Trust  few  implicitly,  and  only  those-  well  known,  but  be  just  to  all. 

Whokcan  defend  indefensible  points;  of  them  we  are  to  be  silent — certainly  not  risk 
their  identification,  without  proper  reasons  and  exceptions,  clearly  seen. 

Use  intelligence — the  light  of  life — the  guide  of  reason  and  rational  mind — ^above  all, 
virtue,  that  triumphs  over  all  difficulties,  even  of  defeat. 

It  is  expedient  that  principles  of  knowledge  and  human  nature  should  be  exposed  to 
the  world,  to  its  best  profit. 

We  all  pay  dearly  for  experience.     Anticipate  that. 

We  can  trust  none  too  far,  not  even  one's  self,  as  self-interest  causes  much  deception. 

How  many  persons  have  a  direct  interest  in  all  they  advise. 

The  noblest  position  of  an  honorable  freeman  is  not  to  permit  sophistry.     He  roast 
feel  indignant  at  the  propagation  of  superstition,  from  peculiar  faith  to  fortune>tellin^. 

A  conscientious  man  governs  his  impulses;  a  wise  one  looks  to  the  remotest  conse- 
quences. 

A  proper  rational  education,  to  direct  all,  is  an  invaluable  treasure  of  the  world. 

What  other  protection  have  we,  than  from  our  minds  and  reason  1 

Sympathize,  but  rarely  advise,  in  misfortunes,  unless'  requested ;  as  you  may  be 
accountable  for  what  you  could  not  control. 

To  ask  for  true  confidence  is  to  merit  it.     This  is  prayer. 

To  be  independent  of  the  world,  is  the  way  to  attract  its  highest  respect  and  regard. 

No  class  or  caste  of  man  can  possibly  be  the  guide  of  the  world,  while  principles  are 
of  paramount  importance. 

There  are  no  mysteries,  but  to  ignorance. 

Public  sentiment,  unless  enlightened,  is  a  scourge,  through  opinion,  Tery  ol\en. 

A  gentle  but  firm  handling  of  all  subjects,  may  do  wonders. 

We  must  make  no  compromise  with  principles. 

Religious  fasting  is  not  on  the  principles  of  physiology. 

Analyze  all  things,  before  action. 

Nothing  is  out  of  date  with  honesty  but  low  revenge  and  meanness. 

Examine  all  things,  before  purchase  or  adoption,  by  mind,  as  mind  and  investigatioii, 
through  wise  minds,  can. 

In  all  cases,  the  dishonorable  view  ever  recoils  on  the  originator  most  deserredly,  or 
may  rarely,  if  ever,  profit. 

The  wise  man,  of  well  cultivated  intellect,  makes  every  day  that  of  judgment 

Never  fish  with  bait  more  valuable  than  the  fish  to  be  caught,  much  less  be  the  fish 
caught,  instead  of  the  one  hooked. 

The  conservative  companion  is  that  which  causes  independent  thought,  for  correct 
action  for  one's  self  and  age. 

While  some  afifect  that  others  cannot  honestly  rise  in  the  world,  they  may  never  rise 
by  their  own  cunning  and  deceit. 
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The  promotion  of  universal  good  requires  the  order  of  universal  brotherhood. 

Do  not  ask  of  your  relations  more  than  of  others. 

Competence  saves  us  independent  of  the  wants  of  necessities  and  the  world,  while 
wealth,  overgrown,  enslaves  to  its  absolutism. 

People,  for  riches,  look  up  above  them,  not  down  below  them.  We  trust  others ; 
who  can  trust  himself? 

The  machinery  of  witches  is  more  material  than  spiritual,  as  in  all  such  speculations. 

Never  fish  for  lost  chances,  by  equal  chances. 

When  a  thing  is  lost,  let  it  go,  and  consider  it  lost,  nor  make  the  balance  of  thy  pos- 
sessions a  lottery  therefor. 

Let  not  the  disease  of  covetousness  destroy  thy  mind,  nor  envy  cause  thy  flesh  to 
pine  away. 

The  word  No  must  be  independently  spoken  forever,  when  none  ought  to  ask  Yes 
of  us. 

No  saves  us,  where  Yes  ruins  us.     But  mistake  not,  also,  the  functions  of  Yes. 

The  greatest  cleverness  is  keeping  clear  of  all  avoidable  evil,  that  benefits  none  in  its 
final  results. 

The  absent  agent  and  security  do  not  often  do  justice ;  why  is  this,  but  from  abun- 
dant want  of  principle  ? 

Hasten  not  to  accumulate  riches,  that  you  may  regret  to  leave  behind  you. 

Act  so  that  others  cannot  hurt  you. 

Tell  no  more  of  your  business  than  absolutely  necessary. 

Act  right,  whether  popular  or  not ;  keep  your  temper,  and  restrain  your  ambition. 
Emperors  had  been  in  peace  and  life  enjoyment,  but  for  that. 

Be  just  all  the  time-— do  not  defer  always. 

Carry  no  revenge  to  extreme,  but  in  character  vindication,  and  all  on  approved  con- 
servative principles. 

Friendship  cannot  be  bought,  but  may  be  dearly  dealt  for,  and  its  appearance  rarely 
retained. 

If  friendship  be  bought,  it  is  too  dear  at  any  price  of  money. 

A  man  should  not  ruin  himself,  much  less  his  family,  by  going  security,  that  must  be 
adhered  to,  invariably,  ia  good  faith.  No  is  the  word,  firmly,  properly,  and  speedily 
spoken. 

A  liberal  and  just  age  requires  liberal  ideas  and  policy ;  an  advance  on  those  exploded, 
however  once  deemed  supreme. 

There  is  but  little  gratitude  after  one^s  best  is  done,  and  one^s  money  is  gone  or 
obtained. 

What  imposition  is  there,  in  the  world^s  machinery ! 

Is  much  of  the  experience  of  most,  any  other  than  imagination,  self-delusion  at  that  1 

Where  is  the  honesty,  in  slanders  and  libels  1 

What  honor  is  there  in  them  1 

Be  just  to  all,  benevolent  when  necessary,  and  contentious  with  none  ;  yet  do  your 
duty.,  and  justice  to  your  duty. 

Maintain  your  rights ;  understand,  comprehend  them,  in  their  first,  their  remotest 
bearing. 

It  Iwcomes  every  man  to  comprehend  his  best  position,  commensurately  with  his 
talents. 

An  independence  commands  the  world  and  riches,  and  is  enslaved  by  neither.  The 
lofliest  ana  most  satisfactory  action  is  the  independent  one. 

The  car  of  covetousness  drives  recklessly  over  that  of  humanity. 

Be  silent  where  you  cannot  praise,  that  you  may  be  just. 

All  promises  and  exactions  of  promises  must  be  compatible  with  justice,  equity,  and 
truth. 

He  that  respects  not  the  truth  cannot  merit  the  respect  of  the  world,  that  constitutM 
society. 

Falsehood's  gains  are  short-lived,  but  the  disgrace  is  permanent,  as  the  remorse  M,y 
be  lasting. 

Never  violate  promises,  that  should  not  be  made  till  you  take  all  previously  inlt.  con- 
sideration. 

Make  no  extraordinary  promises,  but  perform  all  punctually. 

Return  all  borrowed,  promptly. 

Avoid  pledging,  when  it  may  be  forfeited. 

Can  hierarchies  maintain  the  principles  of  society,  when  their  very  existence  or  ensa* 
tion  contravenes  all  anch?  It  regular  sympathies  are  to  be  mamtainsd^  antipatfliet 
must  not  be  established. 
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THE   SECOND   PART, 

OR, 

THE  PEACTICAL  SCIENCE  FOE  MUD. 


CIVILIZATION. 

The  culture  and  civilization  of  mind  declare  the  highest  state  of  mind^s  activity  for 
the  world's  appropriate  amelioration  and  employment,  over  which  pre-eminently  pre- 
sides monotheism,  or  the  religion  of  principles.  It  Is  she  that  declares  for  the  diver- 
sity of  the  human  races  in  regard  to  their  mortal  embodiments,  while  she  recognises 
the  illustrious  unity  of  mind,  that  distinguishes  man  and  itself  bv  immortality. 

Physiology  cannot  prove  the  unity  of  the  human  races  under  tne  diversities  presented, 
that  are  prima  facie  evidence  against  it 

All  that  we  appreciate  races  by  is  mind,  that,  however  different,  is  more  or  less 
assimilated. 

There  is  a  marked  diversity  in  both  man  and  mind,  that  yet  present  unity  of  species 
only.  It  is  assumed  that  all  races  present  universal  depravity,  but  all  this  is  an  unfair 
analysis. 

Peculiar  faith  stretches  mind's  rationality  to  secure  its  peculiarity,  to  fortify  the  pecu- 
liar pretensions  of  the  affiliated,  whose  platform  is  raised  on  man's  unity.  If  the  unity 
of  race  fall,  then  the  priestocracy's  commission  and  occupation  are  gone. 

All  minds  are  relatively  moraJ,  &c.,  as  they  are  rational,  and  availed  themselves  of 
rational  religion.  The  universality  of  conscience  is  relative  to  mind  thus  circum- 
stanced, for  where  mind  is  there  is  conscience,  graduated  from  the  lowest  perverted  to 
the  highest  rational  scale. 

The  diversity  of  races  demonstrates  the  illustrious  and  diverse  powers  of  the 
Creator. 

It  is  the  analysis  of  mind  to  be  looked  at,  in  regard  to  its  nature  and  character,  that 
ever  refer  to  the  unity  of  design,  that  has  the  richest  diversity  of  means. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  elaborate  peculiar  faith,  that  the  ten  commandments  are  appre- 
ciated by  races  never  having  heard  of  them  before. 

All  that  can  distinguish  any  ten  commandments  is,  that  they  embrace  social,  moral, 
and  religious  laws,  as  far  as  peculiar  faith  permits  them. 

Now  that  is  the  unity  of  mind,  that  pre-eminently  recognises  conservative  princi- 
ples that  are  pre-eminently  universal,  bespeaking  the  highest  praise  of  a  perfect 
i;od,  and  referring  to  the  soul-organization,  that  monotheism  demonstrates  in  her 
purity. 

All  the  human  races,  however  diversified  the  body,  have  unity  of  mind-organization, 
and  that  proves  it  an  element,  the  recipient  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  uni- 
versal powers,  faculties,  functions,  and  principles  of  God. 

The  universality  of  religious  sentiment  proves  the  universality  of  religion  and  prin- 
ciples, and  that  such  were  never,  and  never  would  be,  peculiar ;  certainly  not,  the  unity 
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of  the  races,  an  immaterial  question.  The  capacity  for  improrement  is  a  qu^itf  of 
mind,  that  we  are  not  to  mistake  for  embodiment. 

Rational  mind  improves  only  by  cirilization  and  religion  that  is  rational.  All  ia  by 
brotherhood  of  religion. 

Religion  can  only  impart  its  dignity  and  power,  most  rational,  to  the  whole  human 
races — the  world-nniverse. 

All  must  be  by  and  through  the  refined  supremacy  of  mind  in  this  world. 

Look  at  the  immense  Tariety  of  animals,  birds,  reptiles,  fishes,  insects,  and  produc- 
tions of  the  world. 

Could  we  see  the  endless  diversity  of  the  nniverse,  mind  woold  be  mate  at  its 
richness. 

The  world  for  centuries  of  centuries  has  been  squabbling  for  peculiar  faiths,  that  is, 
peculiar  power,  and  has  lost  sight  of  religion.  God  has  been  overlooked  for  man, 
bible-images  and  idols,  that  are  worshipped  to  secure  man^s  degraded  despotism,  instead 
of  the  bible  of  mind's  system,  for  the  souFs  immortal  beneficence,  happiness,  and 

glory- 

Of  what  nse  is  man  if  precluded  from  his  society,  unprotected  from  its  wOes  ? 
Society  must  present  all  the  blessings  of  rational  civilization.  How  is  that  to  be 
attained  ?  The  framework  of  society  is  so  corrupt,  that  falsehood  is  mixed  too  moch 
in  peculiar  riews,  that  are  palmed  upon  it  by  the  corrupt  and  vicious,  affiliated,  as 
sacred.  All  peculiar  societies  break  up  the  good  of  general  society,  but  are  f(Mtunately 
counteracted  frequently  by  the  best  efforts  of  mind. 

The  sublime  history  of  civilization  is  one  of  the  greatest  moment  to  earth. 

The  worW  is  hastening  into  monotheism.     How  do  I  know  ?     It  is  getting  civilized. 

Let  us  make  all  of  the  best  accomplishments  on  this  earth  firsi,  by  all  tlw  arailable 
means  of  monotheism,  then  we  look  for  final  consummations  of  the  holy  centre. 

Civilization  is  looming  brighter  and  brighter,  in  the  world's  and  mind's  horizon.  The 
darkest  hour  has  past,  and  she  is  now  echoing  the  bright  effulgence  of  a  world's  gloiy. 

The  best  institution  of  civilization,  will  be  the  only  course  of  philanthropy  and  humanity, 
and  lessen,  annihilate  the  retroactive,  retributive  justice  to  prevent  criminal  cases. 

The  object  is  to  civilize^  religionize  the  world,  not  christianize  or  paganize  it.  All  that 
is  absurd — the  world  does  not  need  peculiarity,  but  universality  of  consecrated  principles. 

The  fourth  or  last  best  age  of  man,  can  only  prove  its  exalted  civilization,  by  extinc- 
tion through  conservative  revolution,  of  all  peculiar  faiths  of  the  whole  world  :  all  des- 
potisms. Rational  mind,  bespeaks  the  religion  that  flourishes  in  all  constitational 
governments,  that  of  pure  civilization,  that  which  emanates  from  the  court  of  God. 

Mind  has  to  study  the  legitimate  of  the  world,  and  come  to  that  standard. 

The  present  frame-work  of  the  world's  society,  presents  the  anomaly  of  all  foor 
states  of  mind's  condition. 

It  is  the  noble  elevation  of  mind's  development,  that  the  religious  have  to  duly 
respect. 

Religion  legitimatizes  all  life's  funds,  and  promotes  the  best  enjoyment,  by  adding  all 
the  loveliest  protection  of  conservative  principles,  whilst  she  does  not  contract  in  any. 

The  very  quintessence  of  civilization  requires  the  highest  duty  of  improTement,  the 
best  on  that  received  from  ancestors,  thereby  blessing  my  right  to  lilMsrty  and  their 
fame.  I  cannot  do  higher  honor  to  them ;  I  dishonor  them  by  continuance  in  the  murky 
foes  of  past  incapacitated  undeveloped  mind. 

Peculiar  actions  always  pronounce  them  paean,  and  devoid  of  exalted  civilization. 

The  world  is  bound  to  act  up  to  the  proper  lights  before  it,  and  discard  all  prejudicial 
thereto. 

The  real  condition  of  the  world,  presents  at  every  epoch,  more  or  leas  the  conflict  of 
undeveloped  with  developed  mind.  On  this  most  important  pomt,  the  whole  world  mutt 
take  due  cognizance. 

The  world  cannot  lose  its  constitutional  rights,  by  any  arrogant  custom. 

MONEY  POWER— BANKING— BANK  MANIA— SPECULATION— BANK- 
RUPTCY—LAW  SUITS— DEBTS  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE. 

Monet  must  be  the  proper  measure  of  labor,  otherwise  as  in  some  banks  it  may  be 
the  measure  of  monopoly  and  usurpation. 

Money  power  or  its  equivalent  is  a  necessary  constituent  of  society,  as  a  proper  boas 
and  medium  of  exchange. 

Then  it  is  for  public  utility. 

As  the  measure  of  property  or  rewards  of  labor,  analysis  shows,  that  when  it  akb  m 
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truly  developing  the  proper  resources  of  nations,  and  secures  for  suitable  and  extensive 
prosperity,  the  blessings  of  commerce,  the  advance  of  manufactures,  the  industrial  pur- 
suits of  agricu4ture,  mining,  navigation,  mechanics  and  the  fisheries,  the  general  enter- 
prises of  mankind  throughout  the  globe,  that  it  aids  in  the  potency  of  civilization. 

The  real  wealth  of  the  world  is  diffused,  by  the  various  operations  of  man^s 
industry. 

This  power,  the  genuine  representative  and  conductor  of  a  world's  capital  and  labor, 
is  one  of  the  potent  elenoents  of  man's  benefit,  as  nations  that  are  enriched  enjoy  its  ex- 
changes, but  may  be  impoverished  by  misdirection  in  its  financial  regulations. 

If  permitted  a  tyrant  in  society  to'arouse  all  the  intensest  actions,  that  avarice  and 
passions  subversive  of  virtues  can  create,  instead  of  the  enlarged  capacity  of  its  ele- 
ments, its  abuses  are  to  be  met  by  the  best  morals  of  society,  and  its  doings  must  be 
obviated  by  the  wisest  and  most  comprehensive  legislation  of  statesmen,  that  embrace 
in  their  sphere  the  interest  of  the  whole  world. 

The  money  power  is  like  all  great  and  commanding  characters,  difficult  of  reduction 
to  ordinary  restriction. 

When  kept  openly  before  the  world,  in  the  universal  medium  or  currency  of  standard 
uniform  or  nearest  to  that  state,  its  operations  are  legitiroate,  not  fluctuating  or  affectingt 
because  the  purposes  for  which  it  wisely  answers  are  not  deranged,  nor  is  general 
injury  the  result 

In  process  of  time,  in  the  advance  of  civilization,  the  refinements  of  commerce  and 
the  elevation  of  industry,  the  best  and  most  extensive  facilities  of  this  universal  power 
are  solicited. 

BANKING. 

In  the  various  forms  of  deposltes,  exchange  and  banking,  this  mighty  element  has  its 
forces  concentrated,  and  then  arose  the  greater  necessity  of  guardianship  for  the  public 
good. 

The  conservative  revolutions  of  society  must  progress  in  all  the  departments,  to 
which  the  agency  of  mind  is  invited  by  the  organic  elements  of  the  universe,  as  an  im- 
prescriptible decree  of  supreme  wisdom  in  its  sublinoe  economy,  and  with  their  capacity 
of  greater  good  if  rightly  advanced  and  sustained,  they  have  also  the  inherent  element 
of  greater  evils,  if  perverted. 

Mind  properly  rules  in  the  perfection  of  science. 

The  injury  of  banks,  like  the  mighty  avalanche,  may  be  precipitated  upon  the  people. 

It  takes  thousands  of  years  schooling  in  the  world's  philosophy,  ere  the  people  can 
solve  the  mighty  problem  of  ^eir  own  inestimable  divine  rights. 

BANKS 

Ought  to  be  predicated  on  the  basis  of  responsibility  of  stockholders  in  personal 
and  real  estate  for  all  liabilities  of  the  bank,  and  a  fund  reserved  in  the  hands  of  the 
comptroller  of  the  government  for  bank  security. 

W  ith  all  the  foresight  of  wisdom  that  experience  has  so  abundantly  proved  necessary, 
banks  should  ever  be  the  faithful  representative  on  correct  principles,  to  fulfil  the 
important  needs,  and  secure  the  commercial  and  financial  facilities  of  the  world.  The 
primary  and  constant  paramount  security  to  the  note  holders,  the  people  of  the  state, 
the  community  at  large,  and  the  world  in  general,  in  equalizing  and  not  creating  fluc- 
tuations of  the  value  of  property,  and  exclusion  of  the  state  or  government  from  any 
connection  for  ever  in  any  way,  guise  or  manner,  as  an  unholy  and  iniquitous  alliance, 
should  be  inflexibly  pursued  in  all  time  to  come.  Any  system  of  banking  that  does  not 
save  the  bill  holder  harmless,  property  from  fluctuation,  and  the  state — the  people  from 
any  suffering  on  its  account,  is  never  to  be  tolerated  a  moment  by  honest  and  free 
minds. 

The  violation  of  tliis  position  has  spread  injury  wide  over  countries  at  various  times, 
and  created  a  complete  mania,  that  involved  myriads  in  ruin  and  loss  of  property,  and 
even  of  some  lives.  In  the  present  situation  of  the  commercial  world,  banks  are  neces- 
sary. Their  pernicious  effects  should  be  guarded  against  by  all  good  statesmen.  Any 
country  that  refuses  to  bank,  but  yet  uses  the  paper  money  of  others  or  foreign  states, 
pays  a  premium  proportionate  to  the  amount  and  use  of  that  money.  It  is  using  a  cir- 
calation  over  which  it  has  not  the  proper  control,  and  is  liable  to  all  the  contingencies 
of  such  currency,  without  proper  redress.  A  proper  currency  for  the  medium  of 
exchange  must  be  adopted,  easily  transportable  for  commerce  throughout  the  world. 
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We  should  disarm  money-power  of  its  malign  potency.  The  condition  of  the  com- 
mercial world  is  such,  that  bank  notes  will  circulate  throughout  the  civilized  woild,  and 
each  country  had  best  secure  all  the  advantages  of  sound  banks,  controlled  by  satisfac- 
tory enactments,  and  all  the  bonus  arising  from  such  transactions.  Secure,  uniTersally, 
the  bill-holder,  and  give  liberal  charters  to  capitalists. 

THE  BEST  BANKING  SYSTEM 

Can  only  be  instituted  upon  the  true  principles  of  securing  the  community  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  liberal  and  enlarged  competition  produces. 

The  commercial  capital  must  be  adequate  for  the  gpreat  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
to  command  all  the  sufficiency  and  advantages  of  markets,  whether  in  amount  or  in 
time. 

The  ratio  must  be  critically  exact  between  the  specie  basis  and  the  notes  in  circnla- 
tion,  and  this  must  be  in  constant  abeyance  to  recognised  certainty  of  redemption. 

According  to  the  best  views  of  free  principles,  the  community  may  be  supplied  %nth 
all  the  necessary  capital ;  yet  no  system  can  be  satisfactory  that  does  not  meet  the 
wants  of  trade,  ahd  the  mighty  interests  and  security  of  all  bankers  and  people. 

The  banker  must  be  fully  responsible  for  his  bank  liabilities,  equally  as  with  his  own, 
and  of  course  he  should  be  equally  responsible  for  fraud  and  false  pretences  in  such 
institution,  as  if  committed  in  any  other  way,  and  as  amenable  to  indictment  and  con- 
dign penalty. 

The  essential  protection  is  in  the  responsibility,  by  good  faith  ownership,  of  property, 
limited  only  by  proper  resources,  and  commensurate  with  appropriate  profits. 

If  we  do  not  have  a  faithful  conduct  continued  in  all  such  institutions,  we  had  better 
have  none  at  sUl. 

Bankers  should  have  their  own  capital  truly  represented,  as  banks  cannot  create  capi- 
tal ;  if  they  do,  then  the  people  suffer,  beyond  dispute,  proportionately  :  the  banking  i< 
a  miserable  humbug,  a  nuisance,  and  the  legislation  most  culpable,  that  pennits  any 
such,  always  to  the  injury  of  the  bill  and  the  property  holders,  and  conclusively  of  thie 
State,  whose  citizens  she  is  bound  to  protect  from  demoralization  and  imposition. 

The  ^ience  of  banking  must  be  backed  by  the  principles  of  honesty.  Public  opinion 
should  always  be  conservative  of  its  evils,  to  the  perfect  security  of  fundamental  prin- 
ciples all  the  time,  deep  as  the  roots  of  these  evils  may  go.  The  day  has  arrived,  it  i^ 
now  the  time  of  the  hour,  that  mind  can  counteract  rightfully  all  such  unhaUowed 
attempts  to  get  the  public^s  money. 

All  the  most  salutarjr  restrictions  should  be  placed  on  all  corporate  moneyed  insti- 
tutions that  ask  for  privileges  for  public  confidence,  which  should  never  be  misplaced, 
as  all  false  steps  are  ruinous  in  the  extreme  from  perversions  of  great  powers. 

It  is  well  to  restrict  inordinate  speculations,  that  become  a  mania  of  the  wildest  char- 
acter, sweeping  over  the  land,  unsettling  the  value  of  property,  and  the  morals  of  the 
body  politic. 

When  fictitious  substitutes  supersede  the  real,  the  State  wakes  up  from  her  apathy 
and  bad  legislation,  drained  of  her  capital,  improvidently  banked  upon  by  many  millions, 
and  her  citizens  by  thousands,  "  leave  their  country  for  their  country's  pood,"  and 
seek  climes  more  congenial  to  their  nature,  in  scenes  fit  for  their  purlomed  pecu- 
lations. 

Such  means  of  corruption  in  banks,  to  the  depth  of  several  mOlions  withdrawn  by 
favoritism,  present  hardly  a  redeeming  quality  of  any  worthy  public  improvements  of 
much  national  value,  leaving  the  State  possessed  of  the  deserted  homesteads  of  departed 
debtors,  who  forget  to  settle  their  bank  accounts. 

No  legislation  can  put  the  people  out  of  debt,  or  render  a  State  a  successful  banker 
under  intriguing  directors.  The  best  directors  of  capital  are  those  that  know  the  diffi- 
oulty  of  its  honest  acauisition. 

The  redeeming  quality  will  be  in  an  honest  state,  thai  scorns  repudiation  as  the  worst 
corruption  to  her  citizens,  whose  patriotic  honesty  prompts  the  payment  of  their  pro- 
portion at  once,  to  extricate  the  State  from  her  liabilities  of  millions,  incurred  by  most 
Ignorant  and  wretched  mal-legislation,  hoping  that  no  more  State  banks  shonld  ever 
be  known  in  her  limits,  if  the  State  be  ever  so  miserably  mistreated  by  her  agents. 

No  State  should  be  involved  in  a  State  bank  debt  of  many  millions,  with  nothinr;:  to 
show  but  ill-requited  faith  from  bank  directors,  who  had  seduced  some  of  the  legislators 
by  bribes  or  douceurs,  &c. 

The  individual  owners  of  property  can  best  appreciate  it,  and  as  its  rightful  managen 
should  always  be  in  the  majority  in  all  bank  regulations. 
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One  of  the  great  staples  of  the  world's  commerce  is  cotton,  bat  a  dangerous  article 
for  specalation  to  those  seeking  its  monopoly.  This  kind  of  operation  is  dangerous  in 
most  all  gigantic  speculations,  and  very  rightly  from  the  nature  of  things,  as  those  in 
meat  and  bread-stuffs  have  recoiled  with  fearful  retribution. 

Among  other  malign  influences  presented  in  the  winding  up,  are  lawsuits  consequent 
on  bankruptcy,  arising  from  wild  speculations. 

All  laws  ana  principles  have,  by  nature,  penalties. 

The  best  policy  is  to  check  all  unwise  gigantic  speculations,  that  will  finally  surely 
ruin  the  people  at  large. 

The  possession  of  property,  causing  the  proprietor  to  be  encumbered  with  debt,  pro- 
duces any  other  than  a  pleasant  situation.  The  world  should  beware  of  banks  as  well 
as  lawsuits  ;  it  may  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  both. 

Swapping  debts  and  compounding  interest,  do  not  rid  you  of  debts.  Concentrate, 
not  diffuse,  your  powers. 

One  of  the  benefits  of  wise  legislation  is  to  render  the  circulation  of  money  by  banks^ 
equal  to  the  demands  of  commerce,  but  not  siibyersive  of  it.  ^ 

No  legislation  should  cherish  monopolies  or  factionists. 

There  must  be  securities,  satisfactory  and  adequate,  for  all  banks,  to  make  the  stock- 
holders responsible,  the  bill-holders  safe,  else  the  people  are  at  their  mercy.  How 
many  have  been  reduced  to  misery  and  poverty  by  the  bad  faith  of  bankers  ? 

Terrible  is  the  reaction  for  morals  and  principles,  that  aie  violated  in  bank  insti- 
tutions. 

Special  privileges  of  banking  create  obligations  for  a  fixed  rate  per  cent.  But  indi- 
vidual property-holders,  who  do  not  seek  corporate  powers  or  special  privileges  of  banks, 
should  be  constitutionally  exempt  from  any  especial  trammels. 

Wise  legislation  can  go  no  farther  than  see  that  all  branches  of  business  should  have 
the  protection  from  inherent  merits,  and  no  more  than  the  wisest  organic  policy  can 
devise  for  national  benefit        , 

The  safest  investment  is  best  guaranteed  through  self-interest,  that  sharpens  the 
quickest  insight  into  matters. 

The  proper  bonus  is  the  safest  and  soundest  policy  of  government,  through  correct 
legislation. 

I  am  conscientiously  opposed  to  any  union  of  state,  with  any  but  legitimate  powexs, 
and  those  only  on  equitable  satisfaction. 

The  great  principle  of  supply  and  demand  regulates  the  world  under  the  supreme  law 
of  supreme  intelligence,  better  than  all  the  wisest  legislation. 

Here  then  the  benefit  of  mind,  that  is,  proper  management  of  circumstances,  displays 
the  best  management  of  the  world,  decidedly  in  the  b^t  method. 

What  malign  influences  money  power  wields,  if  perverted.  What  corruption  to 
mould  political  and  financial  sentiments  of  the  people,  to  bribe  them  with  their  own 
capital,  to  keep  the  state  of  any  particular  political  complexion,  and  give  unworthy 
members  of  society  accommodations  for  thousands  I  When  all  public  faith  is  violated 
in  entrusting  with  bank  directorships  men  who  embezzle  the  money  by  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands,  defrauding  the  people  whom  they  bully  to  overcome,  by  all  the  vicious 
antagonisms  possibly  to  be  exerted. 

These  are  the  vices  of  corrupt  legislation !  God  delivers  us  from  the  repetition  of 
such  evils,  if  we  deliver  ourselves  from  the  corrupting  influences. 

The  State  should  cause  not  only  the  greatness,  but  the  purity  of  mind  to  stand  forth 
in  its  boldest  relied  What  can  we  think  of  that  community,  where  the  legislators  bor- 
row millions  to  bank  on,  sanctioned  by  all  the  law-making  powers,  designing  this  large 
capilal  for  favorites  by  the  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  a  broken  bank  and  a  pretended 
bankrupt  community,  debtors  secreting  their  property,  and  the  State,  if  not  repudiating, 
only  saved  therefrom,  by  extraordinary  exertions  of  her  noblest  statesmen  and  wisest 
sons! 

Does  it  matter  about  the  name  of  government,  if  thefl  be  intended  and  legalized  ? 

Surely  estimating  property  many  times  its  realized  value  for  bank  funds  or  security, 
will  never  answer  for  our  honest  discharge  of  liabilities. 

It  is  bad  enough  to  have  private  banks  of  mere  paper  character  generally  bursting, 
and  ruining  the  parties  in  fortune  and  reputation.  Those  who  have  seen  the  evils  of 
fictitious  capital,  may  appreciate  in  part  what  is  now  adverted  to. 

An  honest  cooununity  cannot  escape  the  moral  poison,  nor  the  horrid  bankrupt 
effects. 

Statesmen  can  never  overlook  these  fundamental  points. 

The  interest  of  the  public  cannot  be  duly  protected,  without  concurrent  private  in* 
terest  identified. 
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Thus  the  officers  of  a  steamer  will  not  risk  explosion,  when  their  interest  is  soflSci- 
ently  identified  in  her.  No  banks  should  be  created  as  political  or  legislative  engines. 
Banks  well  regulated  will  best  discount  paper  properly  drawn,  accepted  and  endorsed, 
by  having  it  subject  to  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  private  stockholders,  who  go  in  for 
the  dividends,  not  to  draw  out  the  capital  in  larger  proportion  than  they  put  in,  and  the 
bank  based  not  on  money-specie  in  the  Yaults,  but  on  r«al  and  personal  property  of  ficti- 
tious and  fluctuating  value. 

No  legislature  in  free  governments  has  any  right  to  make  bank  paper  a  legal  tender, 
or  bills  of  state  credit.  One  of  the  most  corrupt  mefins  of  government,  is  the  manage- 
ment of  money  matters,  regulating  the  currency  through  banks.  They  moat  not  be 
made  political  or  other  machines  than  called  for  by  their  legitimate  functions. 

The  repudiation  of  banks  is  one  of  the  world  incidents,  enough  to  teach  the  wisest 
precaution. 

The  proper  position  in  banks,  is  to  have  them  solvent,  with  guarantees  of  undoubted 
character,  the  notes  genuine  and  promptly  redeemed  or  redeemable.  la  any  individual 
opposed  to  banking,  oojecting  thereto  from  the  superficial  knowledge  or  unfaithfulness 
of  the  operators  ?  Let  him  observe  the  mighty  results  through  the  means  of  banking 
to  commerce,  the  trouble  and  risk  of  specie  and  its  impracticable  narrow  limits,  and  he 
needs  must  be  a  convert  to  a  beneficent,  wise  and  honest  system  of  banking  motoally 
beneficial  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Whether  general  or  independent  banks,  the  public  on  which  they  operate  should  hare 
undoubted  security  and  safety  funds,  by  deposits  in  bonds  for  their  circulation. 

In  this  way  the  State  becomes  endorser  for  safety. 

Suitable  bankrupt  laws  to  secure  an  honest  and  good-faith  transaction,  should  be  in- 
stituted. Bankrupt  laws  may  be  prospective,  not  ex  post  facto.  There  most  be  do 
cloaking  of  property,  by  any  means,  any  evasion  of  law. 

WEALTH— INDEPENDENCE— CONTENT. 

Wealthy  persons  may  be  benefited  on  the  reverse  by  poverty,  if  they  act  consistently 
with  wisdom  in  the  trial  of  their  souls. 

What  a  curse  is  wealth,  if  it  deprive  the  possessors  of  the  means  of  independence 
of  time  and  leisure,  of  securing  or  preserving  a  good  constitution,  health,  or  due  and 
desirable  improvement  of  mind. 

Wealth  should  never  be  the  means  of  injury  or  aggression  to  any,  much  less  the 
poor. 

It  should  be  the  benefit  of  mankind,  in  relief  of  the  oppressed.  The  best  use  of 
wealth  is  to  create  the  content  of  independence.  Man  ought  to  be  content  with  a  ra- 
tional share  of  lifers  blessings. 

Man  is  surrounded  by  a  host  of  difficulties,  that  he  has  to  surmount  to  his  ^ory  and 
reward  if  wise  and  firm,  well  cultivated  in  mind,  especially  able  to  command  his  pas- 
sions, that  may  endave  and  oppress  him.  Fortune  or  wealth  is  a  curse,  if  acquired  by 
improper  motives  and  improperly  protected.  W^hat  a  fraud  in  devising  a  scheme  of 
being  reported  bankrupt,  and  then  the  party  to  buy  up  his  paper  as  a  bankrupt  when 
full  handed. 

Property  acquired  or  protected  by  unprincipled  means,  gives  but  little  enjoyment  To 
ap^eciate  the  value  of  money,  make  it. 

There  can  be  no  objection  to  wealth  when  it  enlarges  the  world's  area  for  progress 
and  improvement,  but  what  misery  to  be  in  debt  and  after  riches  1  It  is  the  legitiipate 
use  of  money.     Lay  the  proper  foundation  for  a  fair  fortune. 

•  The  spendthrift  does  not  estimate  the  value  of  money,  as  he  has  not  made  it.  His 
parents  made  it  for  him  to  spend.  They  have  not  given  him  business,  but  spending 
habits,  thus  doing  him  an  irreparable  injury,  especially  if  they  have  added  to  his  false 
peculiar  education,  thus  dwarfing  his  mind,  and  all  its  best  impulses  and  expansions. 

To  estimate  the  full  value  of  money,  lose  all,  and  then  be  in  a  strange  land  or  city, 
where  you  can  get  no  accommodation  by  loan  or  negotiable  paper.  You  are  in  a  great 
commercial  emporium  that  looks  at  money  before  strangers. 

Be  able,  competent  and  independent  to  face  the  world  by  the  legitimate  ralue  of 
money,  that  enables  man  to  stand  up  to  his  engagements,  otherwise  he  is  no  man  and 
need  not  talk  of  anything.  But  some  people  deem  themselves  nothing,  and  sink  below 
the  actual  limit  of  their  own  minds  ;  that  will  not  do  at  all.  Have  they  done  the  best 
under  their  circumstances  ?  They  have  to  fulfil  all  their  engagements  in  life,  expedient 
for  principle. 

The  mind  is  apt  to  be  thrown  off  its  guard,  but  that  must  never  be.     To  whidi  of 
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the  world-sharpers  can  mind  trastl  Which  has  tender  mercy  on  any  opportunity  pre- 
sented 1    Has  the  pickpocket  ? 

In  regard  to  money,  it  should  only  be  sought  for  its  real  worth,  as  a  subsidiary  means 
to  the  lofliest  attainments,  to  promote  the  full  and  comfortable  benefit  of  mankind,  not 
the  enslavement  of  mind,  merely  boarding  dollars,  and  divesting  itself  of  appropriate  life. 

The  desire  for  immense  wealth  is  positively  injurious  to  individuals  and  society,  de- 
tracts from  the  pleasures  of  life,  the  independence  of  all. 

THE  WHOLE  DRAMA  OF  GAMBLING,  IN  ITS  COMPREHENSIVE 

SPECULATION. 

Rouse  not  the  sleeping  lion  in  his  den. 

Conceited  and  avaricious  ignorance  misleads  its  victims,  tiU  habit  fixes  irreclaimable 
possession  and  mastery. 

The  blackleg,  with  soul  and  body  black  even  to  forgery,  has  little  conscience  about 
the  rights  of  property  entrusted  to  the  tender  mercies  of  club  laws. 

What  cares  he  about  the  means  to  insure  the  game  ?   * 

His  character  cannot  secure  the  esteem  of  his  citizens,  who  generally  believe  that 
such,  part  either  with  reputation  and  character,  or  money,  and  too  often  with  both. 

Most  of  these  men  are  conspicuous  before  the  world,  and  hold  out  temptation  in 
alluring  forms  to  seduce  mind,  and  enrich  themselves.  Can  legislation  be  too  just,  with 
such  injury  ?  Much  of  their  time  is  passed  on  steamers,  as  cavaliers  of  clubs,  who 
disseminate  property  so  easily  acquired,  and  morals  so  hard  to  be  reformed. 

Those  verdant  in  the  wiles  of  the  world,  can  hardly  suspect  in  their  unsophisticated 
Tiews,  the  many  resorts  to  time,  place,  or  modes  of  this  wily  fraternity.  But  the  pru- 
dent must  look  for  the  elephant  in  his  climate,  as  well  as  beasts  of  prey  in  their  lair. 

The  victims  are  abundant  from  the  circle  of  respectable  people,  who  too  often  involve 
their  more  respectable  friends  in  loss  of  money,  and  even  of  reputable  characters. 
When  the  fiend  spirit  is  aroused,  the  sleeping  evil  is  unsatisfied  with  domestic  plea- 
sures of  wife,  family,  and  friends,  who  are  all  resigned  to  a  mortifying  close.  The 
dupe  may  have  to  submit  to  the  most  open  frauds,  too  glaring  for  stupid  ignorance  to 
overlook,  but  all  are  to  be  permitted,  unless  the  last  one  wishes  to  be  instantly  mur- 
dered. 

If  men  now  read  this,  previously  unsuspecting,  and  yield,  then  they  go  into  this 
iniquity  with  their  eyes  open,  and  their  minds  self-impeached,  as  improperly  coveting 
the  property  of  others. 

What  chance  has  a  verdant  youth  with  the  longest  purse,  and  even  with  that,  to 
escape  with  safety,  amid  such  people,  who  are  ready  for  all  the  diversified  and  foul 
scenes  of  play  ?  At  the  same  time,  what  could  he  ordinarily  expect  from  the  laws  that 
govern  long  purses,  but  that  they  would  be  speedily  emptied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  ? 

Gambling  involves  paramount  evils,  arouses  the  worst  passions  of  avarice  and  its 
concomitants. 

A  case  is  said  to  have  occurred  on  board  a  steamer,  wherein  Poker,  the  game  that 
decides  success  by  the  length  of  the  purse,  was  introduced.  A  party  of  gamblers 
united  their  purses  to  pluck  a  stranger,  who  was  possessed  of  money,  and  incapable  of 
prudently  concealing  it,  as  they  thought. 

These  very  deep  men  in  cunning,  the  lowest  of  intelligence,  that  becomes  antago* 
nistic  to  the  noblest  principles  of  mind,  and  excites  no  sympathy  for  its  defeat,  finally 
raised  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  gave  the  forlorn  one  but  few  minutes  to  redeem  his 
supposed  best  stake,  but  when,  as  bank  agent,  he  introduced  his  valise,  with  hundreds 
of  thousands  in  due  time,  the  combination  had  their  game  blocked  on  them  without  rescue. 
Yet  this  was  a  scene  that  gave  the  winner  a  victory,  ruinous  to  honesty.  '^  The  con- 
queror suffers^'  at  cards,  as  well  as  at  war.     Honesty  and  honest  peace,  forever. 

Where  would  the  successful  party  have  been,  h%d  a  heavier  sum  covered  his  ?  Lost 
and  undone,  ruined  and  disgraced,  as  millions  before  him  in  a  suicide's  grave,  or  in  a 
felon*s  life. 

If  this  course  of  life  be  not  successfully  resisted,  in  vain  do  its  victims  resist  the 
most  dishonest  temptations. 

'  The  history  of  gambling  when  given  by  the  reformed,  is  said  to  be  appalling  indeed. 
The  following  history  has  been  attributed  to  Green,  whether  authentic  or  fiction,  illus- 
trates the  severe  teachings  that  it  imparts. 

A  plain  looking  citizen,  introduced  himself  on  board  of  a  western  steamer  as  a  master 
droyery  but  tamed  out  to  be  the  victor  over  a  band  of  gamblers  then  on  the  alert  for 
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such  simple  people.  The  game  of  cards  was  played,  but  deeper  games  were  exeeatod. 
The  first  cliaracter  permitted  himself  to  be  decoyed,  nothing  loth  by  the  knowing 
ones,  who  sought  to  operate  on  the  simple  countryman. 

The  stakes  were  high  to  five  hundred  dollars,  which  when  deposited  by  the  gamblers, 
the  other  party  invariably  swapped  for  his  own  thousand  dollar  bill  each  time. 

Finally,  the  amount  staked  was  enormous,  and  aroused  the  attention  of  the  passengers 
to  the  game. 

The  band  of  gamblers  being  numerous,  deliberately  wound  up  the  game  by  the  nae  of 
four  aces  on  an  ace  trump,  and  took  the  money.  The  drover  was  indignant,  but  had 
no  redress.  The  captain  was  appealed  to  by  the  crowd,  to  expel  the  gamblers  practi- 
cing^ such  audacious  villany  upon  a-  simple  countryman,  but  he  forbore,  to  their  renewed 
indignation.  Afler  their  arrival  at  the  next  landing,  and  the  two  gambling  parties  left 
the  boat,  then  the  captain  explained.  The  master  drover  was  a  counterfeiter  and  pock- 
eted all  the  genuine  cash,  gGK>d  money,  while  the  sharper  party  had  pocketed  the  worth- 
less counterfeits,  by  playing  five  aces.  The  first  history  shows  success  of  gambling  by 
the  longest  purse  ;  the  last,  by  that  of  the  shrewdest  viUany. 

All  proper  observers  must  see,  that  either  the  purse  or  the  reputation,  one,  and  too 
often  both,  are  the  main  stakes  at  this  theatre  of  corruption  and  iniquity.  Ere  the  vic- 
tim is  aroused  to  the  fatal  coils  or  fangs  of  the  serpent,  its  fatal  poison  has  entered  his 
vitals. 

What  a  drama,  for  a  good  citizen  and  an  honest  man !  If  enlightened  mind  cannot 
counteract  the  wreck,  what  can  ?  Enlightened  legislation  with  all  her  protection,  can 
be  successfully  invoked  along  with  suitable  rational  morals. 

A  gambler  oflenest  plays  to  lose  money  and  character :  gets  into  difficulties,  fights  of 
killing  and  murder,  and  lives  an  abandoned,  wretched  life. 

We  scarcely  ever  hear  of  a  gambler^s  losses,,  but  mostly  of  his  winnings,  until  he 
himself  is  lost. 

The  avoidance  of  vices,  presents  an  ample  payment  in  a  virtuous  life.  It  is  said  that 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  are  lost  anualiy,  in  the  gambling  houses  in  London. 

The  gambler  only  asks  you  to  play,  but  if  you  consent,  you  are  then  in  his  power. 
If  he  cheats  you  in  his  foul  crowd,  you  may  well  hesitate  to  resent  it  then  and  there,  in 
his  crowd  so  foul,  from  which  there  is  no  escape  with  money  and  life. 

Will  you  go  into  such  position  ?  You,  alas,  may  resign  yourself  without  discretion 
into  many  powers  scarcely  less  insidious.  Covetousness  misleads  the  world.  Yoa 
should  employ  your  valuable  time  rationally,  not  vulgarly,  from  which  you  may  profit 
with  virtuous  intelligence,  not  vicious  cunning.  Betting  perverted  brings  in  the  category 
of  cards,  drink,  and  much  general  dissipation.  But  tlie  first  false  step,  ere  it  be  too  late, 
parents,  you  who  are  the  faithful  guardians  of  your  children,  must  anticipate  by  that  dis- 
cipline, that  the  household  president  originates,  ere  mind  is  identified  in  the  grapple  of 
conflicts,  utterly  incompetent  at  the  tender  age  of  childhood,  of  self-preservation,  because 
it  has  never  been  fortified  by  the  right  forewarning,  the  best  forearming,  but  has  to  de- 
cide for  itself  the  best  it  can,  for  many  vital  contingencies,  one  of  which  too  often  over- 
whelms miserable  verdant  youth. 

Is  there  anything  in  life  of  secret  or  open  danger,  from  the  first  dawn  of  practical 
reason,  that  wise  parents  can  rightly  obviate  and  not  do? 

The  very  thing  that  has  to  be  done,  wisely  or  otherwise  1 

When  a  gambler  wins,  a  victim  loses. 

Recently  a  swindler  was  caught  stocking  the  cards,  but  the  hand  designed  for  him- 
self was  given  another,  consequently  he  was  not  only  loser  in  money,  but  was  disgraced 
by  the  exposure. 

When  the  world  adds  to  this,  the  conspiracy  on  the  virtue  of  temperance,  of  the  party 
to  be  fleeced,  and  the  various  vicious  decoys  to  secure  their  prey,  then  we  feel  that  vic- 
tims are  only  guarded  by  innocent  ignorance. 

The  serpent'  cannot  be  harmlessly  fondled,  while  enjoying  the  power  of  poiaonoos 
fangs. 

Avarice  corrupts  minds.  Gambling  is  one  of  its  resorts,  blackening  the  reputation 
with  terms  of  obloquy  and  reproach,  and  the  end  perdition. 

Lucky  numbers  of  lotteries  seduce  and  bankrupt  much  of  the  world.  With  all  the 
public  bonus,  are  any  states  benefited  with  such  detraction  from  their  morals? 

As  to  the  gambler^s  platform,  you  never  know  where  to  find  him,  as  it  embraces  a 
long  list  of  crimes,  criminal  associations. 

The  object  of  this  attempt  is  not  to  let  the  world  of  such  people  injure  us. 

The  best  game,  says  the  gambler,  is  to  know  when  to  stop. 

The  best,  says  the  rational  religionist,  is  never  to  know  the  beginning.  The  best  of 
life  IB  innocence  and  independence — ^never  learn  this  too  late.    You  should  know  what 
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you  are,  and  capable  of  being,  not  of  falling  from  your  purest  state.  The  rational 
promptings  of  nature  bespeak  the  noblest  obligations  of  bosom  friends,  to  inculcate  all 
that  will  amply  protect  us  from  this  whole  circle  of  enormous  demoralization. 

BETTING  ON  ELECTIONS. 

This  is  roost  deeply  immoral,  as  it  may  create  improper  exertions  and  unfair  pro- 
ceedings, respecting  voting,  a  freeman's  privilege,  and  is  wisely  prohibited  by  legisla- 
tion ;  as  all  other  vicions  gambling,  lotteries,  general  piracies,  &c. 

There  will  ensue  undue  excitements,  feuds,  and  animosities,  from  betting  on  elections, 
tioquestionably.  Betting  on  elections  is  a  curse  to  any  country.  The  culprits  ought 
to  be  disfranchised,  and  fined  the  amount  bet. 

Betting  on  elections  will  cause  the  old  gamblers  to  take  all  false  positions  and  pre- 
tences, and  sneak  out  of  any  right  obligation  that  they  had  incurred.  They  are 
unworthy  of  trust  and  confidence,  by  good  citizens. 

FINANCIERING— THE  GREAT  PRINCIPLES  OF  FINANCE. 

When  part  of  the  world  gets  below  the  right  use  of  money,  it  gets  below  principles. 
The  only  real  value  of  money  is  to  secure  independence,  that  secures  respect  and  pro- 
priety of  the  world's  department.  He  is  really  an  independent  man  who  does  not  give 
notes  or  obligations  to  pay,  except  under  proper  circumstances.  All  indebtedness  must 
be  put  on  a  proper  sure  basis. 

The  payment  of  the  right  interest  and  value  of  money,  would  expedite  the  payment 
of  debts  at  the  right  time,  and  by  the  right  mode.  Money  is  property,  and  is  worth  its 
current  cash  value.  There  can  be  no  wise  laws  to  abrogate  nature's  laws  on  this 
subject. 

Fixing  interest,  except  for  protection  to  minors,  idiots,  &c.,  is  arbitrary  and  extor- 
tion. The  legislators  might  as  well  fix  for  other  property.  There  should  be  no  oppres- 
sion about  it  either  way,  but  everything  should  be  put  on  its  right  basis,  amenable  to 
the  great  law  of  supply  and  demand.  The  rise  of  property  is  on  price  and  value.  All 
industrial  rewards  are  predicated  rightly  on  their  proper  appreciation. 

Is  it  possible  that  money  should  be  limited  in  interest  by  legislators,  except  in  matters 
that  require  direct  specification  ?  The  enlightened  must  see,  that  money  is  property, 
and  its  market  worth  must  be  governed  by  the  universal  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
price  and  value. 

Legal  rates  per  cent,  should  be  fixed  for  all  matters  that  require  law,  and  no  further. 
Legislation  never  can  define  the  correct 'position  of  the  world.  Commerce  defines  that. 
Stocks  of  all  kinds  are  only  worth  their  intrinsic  value,  and  no  legislation  can  alter 
that 

What  justice  is  there  in  unconstitutional  acts  ? 

If  the  government  license  and  charter  banks,  she  yields  distinct  privileges  and  facili- 
ties ;  then  she  has' the  right  to  fix  the  limits  and  rates  of  interest. 

Banks  have  caused  the  people  to  pay  more  than  all  usurious  loans  besides ;  have  pro- 
duced much  imposition  on  the  world,  and  made  it  pay  very  dearly. 

Why  violate  constitutional  right  therefor  1 

Good  faith  must  be  fully  carried  out  always  in  all  such. 

Put  all  capital  on  a  par  on  constitutional  rights. 

The  world  must  negotiate  on  mercantile  commercial  principles,  and  pay  always,  not 
have  it  less  than  the  commercial  or  fair  value.  This  is  a  fixed  principle  in  all  money 
matters,  to  respect  the  supreme  laws  of  commerce. 

'  Those  who  borrow  must  respect  the  title  of  property,  their  own  conscience,  and  con- 
stitutional principles. 

But  not  so  with  individuals  who  are  of  sound  mind  and  lawful  age,  having  all  the 
constitutional  rights  of  citizens.  The  prices  of  merchandise  fluctuate  necessarily, 
according  to  the  supreme  law  of  supply  and  demand,  price  and  value.  All  the  princi- 
ple involved  is  for  the  capitalist  to  avoid  oppression  of  the  debtor,  and  especially  to 
secure  himself  from  the  loss  of  his  money.     Competition  saves  from  oppression. 

Some  States  collect  taxes  on  usury,  that  they  themselves  proclaim  by  unconstitutional 
laws,  and  thereby  prove  the  invalidity  of  such  position. 

Wise  laws  should  make  money  property,  whether  loaned  or  otherwise  used,  else 
where  is  the  consistency  of  taxing  by  such  laws  ?  Laws  should  make  all  honest,  not 
give  any  an  opportunity  to  escape  from  good  faith  transactions. 
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States  that  participate  in  the  profits  of  what  they  condemn,  are  culpable  indeed. 

As  nilnd  is  capital  in  tastes,  habits,  and  customs,  legislation  must  be  unconstitutional 
to  trammel  by  law  the  value  of  money,  more  than  that  of  other  kinds  of  property. 

The  use  is  worth  what  is  current  value  at  the  time,  and  no  more  nor  less.  It 
cannot  be  restricted  in  this  sense  to  the  word  usury.  Legislators  are  culpable  to  license 
such  pretence  for  obsolete  bibles. 

It  becomes  rational  man  to  place  all  business  on  the  only  rational  basb  of  principle 
most  equitable  and  promotive  of  justiqe.  No  legislation  can  raise  interest  above  the 
current  value,  if  below  that  established  by  law.  Legislation  is  behind  commercial  jus- 
tice.    Rescind  the  obsolete  legislation  that  promotes  repudiation  of  principles. 

The  rates  of  interest  ought  to  be  a  commercial,  not  legislative  matter,  as  far  as  the 
sound  minds  of  adults  are  concerned.  When  corporations,  minors,  and  rates  not  to  be 
fixed  by  contract,  are  concerned,  then  the  best  protection  by  wise  legislation  should  be 
afforded. 

Swearing  off  interest  is  a  premium  on  dishonesty.  . 

Persons,  raised  in  peculiar  schools  have  peculiar  notions,  destitute  of  principles.  As 
to  keeping  their  word,  some  hardly  know  what  that  is. 

Suppose  all  were  to  take  advantage  of  interest  contracts  by  their  oaths,  for  the  benefit 
of  their  own  profits,  by  means  of  some  absurd  law  ?  What  a  faithless  world  woold 
we  have. 

Have  proper  laws  to  promote  the  legitimate  claims  of  nature,  on  the  highest  order 
of  taste  and  justice  to  all. 

The  real  well  disposed  cannot  in  self-defence  do  half  the  good  practicable,  on  account 
of  mind's  miserable  pervcrseness.  There  must  be  no  repudiation,  no  cause  for  it  in 
this  world.  If  minors  get  what  ib  absolutely  necessary,  they  should  not  be  allowed  the 
shadow  of  repudiation. 

Let  all  make  principles  general,  that  the  benefit  may  be  properly  extended  to  the 
world. 

All  the  legislative  powers  in  creation,  cannot  raise  per  cents  any  higher,  therefore  it 
has  no  more  power  to  create  than  lower.  Conunerce,  and  the  worth  of  property  do  that 
by  immutable  natural  laws. 

If  petty  kings  that  desired  to  borrow,  would  let  wise  commercial  laws  of  trade  be 
secured  the  world,  then  it  would  be  aided  in  the  wisest  deeds  of  eidstence  of  enterprise. 

Promise  nothing  without  compliance,  never  violate  that  promise,  hence  promise  not 
absolutely  or  by  impulse,  but  by  principle  for  mutual  protection. 

The  promise  to  pay  money  thus  obtained  is  too  sacred  to  be  violated  by  any  subse- 
quent act,  and  legislatures  desecrate  justice  to  cause  the  judicial  violations. 

He  who  knowingly  violates  contracts  because  not  profitable  for  performance,  only 
needs  an  opportunity  to  do  worse  if  possible. 

Finance,  put  on  its  legitimate.natural  basis,  saves  property  and  feelings,  from  sacrifices 
otherwise  unavoidable. 

It  is  important  that  the  world  attend  to  best  position  of  money  transactions,  and  secure 
all  that  is  legitimate. 

The  forms  of  notes  are  important,  as  if  written  under  hand  and  seal,  they  are  valid 
for  sixteen  years,  otherwise  they  run  out  of  date  by  ten  years  sooner.  When  the  debts 
are  due.  and  the  party  will  not  give  a  bill  of  exchange  or  pay,  then  there  is  no  excuse 
to  sue.  Can  any  wise  men  ever  have  made  such  a  law,  as  that  on  usury  ?  It  does  no 
good  to  the  community,  but  much  harm — it  does  not  prevent  honest  men  from  paying 
their  contracts,  but  helps  the  unprincipled  to  repudiate  legally  all  he  can  contract  for. 
Is  there  any  justice  in  any  such  demoralizing  laws  1  Throw  open  the  whole  market  to 
honorable  and  just  competition,  and  let  usury  and  the  Jews,  their  peculiar  faith  and  all, 
go  to  kingdom  come.  What  business  had  borrowers  with  such  property  ?  All  is  legal 
repudiation. 

In  taking  hold  of  what  they  get  under  false  pretences,  they  prevent  the  holders  firom 
realizing  what  is  their  due — the  proper  means  of  realizing  the  price  and  value.  Now 
do  weak  legislators  oppose  the  supreme  laws  of  commerce,  to  sustain  the  absurd  posi- 
tions of  a  Jew  peculiar  faith  bible  1  Is  the  enlightened  modern  world  to  be  tied  up,  by 
the  vagaries  of  benighted  priestocracies  ?  Are  the  last  to  legislate  for  freemen,  when 
they  ruined  their  own  vassals,  made  them  subjects  of  the  world. 

When  a  man  agrees  to  a  thing,  and  then  swears  against  it  as  a  sacred  promise,  does 
he  not  perjure  himself  to  all  intents  and  purposes  ? 

The  world  should  stand  up  to  itself,  its  principles  of  conservation,  that  is  the  only  way 
to  rescue  mind  from  its  injuries.  Let  the  pure  and  rational  minded  think  of  all  this. 
As  to  usury  laws  they  are  absurd. 

The  world  does  not  want  legislation,  to  make  repudiators.     When  any  such  contzset 
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IB  made  in  good  faith,  and  for  a  consideration  of  current  valae,  on  proper  competition, 
nothing  better  can  be  done. 

Surely  property  in  the  form  of  money,  should  not  be  legislated  out  of  possession. 
Indebtedness  should  be  only  yearly,  no  longer.  Have  no  purchase  of  notes.  Stop  such 
means  of  law -suit. 

But  states  haye  to  borrow.  Let  them  raise  by  taxes  of  the  generation  that  binds 
itself,  not  the  future — ^which  last  is  unjust.  How  came  national  debts  ?  Do  not  saddle 
posterity  with  impractio^ble  debts.     That  is  the  worst  despotism. 

As  to  usury  laws,  the  principles  of  commerce  legislate  better,  than  all  borrowing  leg- 
islators of  the  world.  For  what  benefit  is  such  absurd  law,  that  of  usury  ?  The  honest 
man  will  not  begin  to  avail  himself  of  it :  he  would  scorn  such  an  atrocious  bribe,  and 
as  to  the  repudiator,  is  it  proper  policy  in  legislators  who  affect  to  bo  wise  ones,  to 
cloak  him  1  If  any  affect  that  the  ancient  law  had  any  virtue,  the  world  should  know 
that  ancient  laws  of  the  Romans,  as  well  as  others,  the  Jews  had  the  debtors  sold  for 
debt,  or  the  debtors  became  slaves.  This  was  custom,  most  barbarous.  But  there  is 
no  such  thing  in  civilization.  Of  course  there  is  no  necessity  or  apology  for  usury  laws. 
Is  there  any  plea  for  pleading  the  just  debts  of  minority  or  gambling.  Honest  men  will 
not  plead  such.  Why  the  benefits  to  repudiators  ?  To  corrupt  society  that  should  be 
entirely  renovated  on  the  most  honorable  basis  of  rational  mind?  The  party  seeks  to 
get  the  money  for  years,  and  then  swear  all  off,  deliberately  seek  this  mode  of  paying 
debts.  Legislation  tells  him  go  in  court  and  prove  himself  a  repudiator,  to  get  money 
under  false  pretences,  the  very  thing  it  punishes  for.  O  consistency.  When,  then,  is 
this  perjured  man  to  be  believed  1  What  sort  of  a  citizen  is  he  1  Will  he  do  to  trust, 
after  violating  his  word,  and  testifying  to  his  own  utter  disgrace? 

What  is  to  supply  the  vantage  ground  lost,  by  misplaced  confidence?  Can  the 
injured  party  be  reinstated  ?  There  is  no  need  to  protect  repudiators,  who  will  protect 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  honesty  and  property.  Protect  honest  men  against  them. 
The  world  needs  permanently,  wise  and  honest  legislation.  Carry  out  principles 
forever. 

Bribery  and  corruptions  can  exist  in  all  communities,  under  their  present  regime. 
Can  we  know  how  far  it  goes,  to  what  unlimited  extent  ? 

Financiering  most  elevated,  prevents  ruinous  sacrifices  of  property,  as  for  instance, 
cotton  or  produce  falls,  by  contingent  causes  in  the  market,  then  an  honorable  loan 
assists  out  of  all  the  incidental  difficulties,  and  enables  the  owner  to  realize  the  best 
market  value  for  his  property. 

As  to  the  worth  of  a  thing,  time  proves  that  what  we  can  fairly  get  for  it. 

The  value  of  a  thing  is  what  it  realizes  on  fair  competition  in  market.  How  then 
should  the  holders  of  this  kind  of  property  be  outlawed  in  their  rights  ? 

But  a.  friend  insists  on  the  use  of  your  money  ;  let  him  have  it  on  proper  bills  of 
exchange. 

Is  he  a  friend  ?  Then  he  is  entitled  to  the  position  of  what  the  money  is  worth,  by 
what  its  value  commands,  otherwise  your  friendship  requires  gift  to  the  proper  extent. 
You  must  decide  to  give  if  you  lend  to  doubtful  borrowers,  without  proper  bills  and 
nothing  else,  all  fixed  up  before  you  act. 

The  prudent  man,  whose  funds  consist  alone  in  money,  had  best  keep  them  at  home, 
rather  than  not  command  them  when  stipulated,  or  be  compensated  for  damages. 

We  must  understand  always  the  right  position,  else  we  may  have  to  be  schooled  by 
loss,  that  will  be  no  contingency,  but  a  uniform  certainty. 

The  best  system  is  to  deal  with  the  whole  world  at  once,  rightly  and  independently. 

When  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  declares  that  much  of  mankind  is  niade  or 
schooled  worthless,  however  much  the  world  is  made  to  appear  proportionately 
unworthy,  we  are  on  the  progressive  order  of  improvement,  if  we  rightly  appreciate 
principles. 

We  can  find  the  world  better  when  mind  corrects  the  positions  of  the  perversion, 
and  that  it  will  best  do  by  science.  The  greatest  study  of  mankind  carries  with  it  in 
this  enlightened  age  the  best  amendments  by  science.  Whilst  the  highest  social  rela- 
tions require  that  all  good  minds  should  help  protect  the  world  from  injury,  they  require 
that  we  should  prevent  the  world  from  taking  advantage  of  us.  We  admit  the  diffi- 
culty of  knowing  the  nature  of  man  or  woman  who  studies  art,  cunning,  and  duplicity. 

As  great  variety  of  character  is  presented,  to  guard  best  against  all  whom  it  would 
be  best  to  avoid  if  we  knew  them  accurately  beforehand,  but  trom  whom  we  cannot 
absolve  by  promise,  test  all  by  firm  and  adequate  obligations,  of  a  bill  of  exchange, 
order  or  drafl,  duly  accepted. 

The  loan  of  money  is  to  be  predicated  on  the  great  law  of  supply  and  demand^ 
price  and  value,  that  gotems  the  world,  and  is  the  only  fair  principle  that  is  honorable. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


f^vH 


to   • 

1  .• 

r-i.i 

.-11. -h  !■■• 

[\  '■ 

!.)■   -J  ■ 

(•    .1  H 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CONSERVATIVE  PROTECTION  IN  TRANSAOTIONa  679 

The  world  cannot  be  hart  by  fair  analysis.  • 

The  world  is  interested  in  the  welfare  not  only  of  an  honest,  bat  a  generoas-minded 
person.     Is  it  so  with  the  prosperity  of  the  mere  miser  ? 

If  yon  do  not  have  proper  stocks  for  investment  of  capital,  the  first  thing  yoa  know, 
bankruptcy  will  be  staring  yoa  in  the  face.  Now  you  should  do  yourself  justice  as 
well  as  the  world,  and  if  you  have  any  surplus  capital  to  spare,  you  can  well  bestow  it 
on  the  poor,  your  own  relations  and  friends,  not  those  who  seek  to  rid  you  of  your  own 
property. 

Capitalists  mast  anticipate,  ere  the  explosion  point  of  bankruptcy  cuts  with  impunity. 
It  vexes  one  too  much  to  pay  most  of  his  property,  as  too  many  have  done,  for  seen- 
rityship. 

Many  in  the  second  circle  cannot,  after  leaving  the  first,  maintain  the  raising  they 
first  had,  as  public  opinion  is  not  chaste  enough  to  sustain  them. 

In  money  and  security  transactions,  one  should  not  act  till  all  the  documents  are 
fixed  right. 

There  are  two  things,  money  loans  and  securityship,  that  may  derange  the  world. 
How  many  unprincipled  people  make  over  their  property,  and  get  all  they  can.  All 
this  should  be  made  known,  or  the  fraud  should  be  published.  1  his  making  over  pro- 
perty, having  preferred  creditors,  is  fraud,  and  ought  to  be  treated  as  such,  of  the  worst 
Kind  of  felony. 

No  one  ought  to  do  business  lightly,  loosely.  He  will  be  apt  if  he  do  to  pay  for  the 
schooling  of  the  world.  What  with  judgments,  executions,  making  over  and  away 
with  property,  some  debtors  will  be  found  destitute. 

The  world  can  be  ruined  by  following  out  unprincipled  partisans  in  securityship. 
No  one  can  be  lower  than  the  unprincipled  man. 

CONSERVATIVE  PROTECTION  IN  TRANSACTIONS. 

Tbi  majority  of  men  do  not  avail  themselves  of  their  own  great  resources  and  capi- 
tal. They  look  to  others,  when  they  idly  neglect  to  husband  their  own  mighty,  nay, 
superior  resources,  of  mind  and  principles,  that  could  elevate  them  to  their  loftiest  aspi- 
rations. 

They  can  justly  point  to  fundamental  principles,  that  reflect  conservative  benefit 
nniversally. 

What  are  those  fundamendal  errors  that  the  world  should  avoid,  as  ruinous  transac- 
tions, but  wild  speculations,  excessive  securities,  expensive  lawsuits,  that  are  little  less 
than  the  sleeping  lion,  if  aroused  I 

Without  financiering  or  commercial  transactions,  yoa  will  not  know  mankind,  through 
the  best  medium  knowledge  of  human  nature ;  therefore,  yoa  cannot  have  an  expe- 
rienced mentor  toox|uick,  to  guide  you,  at  first  over  difficalties. 

When  a  man's  ruin  stares  him  m  the  face,  then  his  eyes  are  opened,  but  he  should 
have  wisely  used  all  precautions,  to  avoid  all  such  forever. 

Yet,  to  whom  can  he  look  1 

Upon  parents,  to  counsel  and  advise  him,  alas !  in  matters  totally  beyond  their  ability 
or  circle  ? 

It  is  well  if  the  world  do  not  pay  too  dearly  for  its  experience.  Some  people  work 
for  others,  with  little  or  no  emolument.  They  had  better  consider  all  that  beforehand, 
and  take  nothing  for  granted,  at  all,  in  money  matters,  without  specific  arrangements. 

Every  man  should  define  his  position,  and  understand  that  of  others,  all  the  right 
time,  and  that  always  at  the  start,  if  the  party  wish  to  be  right. 

No  false  modesty  should  prevent  justice. 

Both  parties,  if  honest,  owe  it  to  themselves  to  settle  all  preliminaries. 

The  best  position  for  those  holding  property  or  wealth,  is,  never  retain  that  which  is 
due  to  others,  if  practicable  to  pay  them,  as  the  best  consolation  to  the  mind  of  an  ho- 
nest man,  who  does  not  wish  to  lose  that  part  in  any  general  wreck.  In  all  business 
transactions,  define  the  position,  if  important,  in  written  contracts. 

Specify  all  particulars  in  business  transactions  and  contracts,  securing  always,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  most  trustworthy,  and  of  principles. 

Innocent  and  pare-minded  people,  who  do  not  know  the  world,  vainly  imagine  the 
world  as  themselves,  whose  word  is  trustworthy ;  but  they  find  that  others  are  of  dif- 
ferent schools  of  honor  from  themselves.  The  world,  then,  must  be  uniformly  protected, 
on  fixed  principles. 

No  credited  accounts  of  individaals,  mach  less  nations,  should  stand  longer  than  a 
year,  before  being  audited. 
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Some  peopled,  who  prey  on  tlie  world,  only  ask  to  be  put  in  possession  of  aoy  amouDt 
of  property,  and  themselves  merely  protected  by  the  form,  not  justice,  of  law.  The 
world  must  be  appreciated. 

Some  people  cannot  be  trusted  safely  with  property  or  life ;  they  care  nothing  for 
themselves,  how  can  they  do  more  for  others  ? 

In  commission  and  agency  business,  where  there  is  cause  for  suspicion  of  pnfaitbful- 
ness,  the  only  corrective  is  to  have  persons  above  suspicion,  to  whom  proper  and  8per 
cific  written  directions,  when  given,  will  be  the  best  to  obviate  the  worst  difficulties. 

In  whom  can  we  confide  power  ? 

Hardly  in  any,  much  less  in  aliens ;  therefore  we  must  invariably  confide  in  princi- 
ples. We  must  all  seek  to  know  rightly  the  just  character  of  human  nature,  which  we 
can  best  know  through  financial  transactions. 

Too  many  agents  are  indifferent,  if  not  grossly  negligent,  of  their  agencies ;  espe- 
cially for  distant  and  absent  employers. 

We  should  never  employ  proxy,  if  practicable  to  avoid,  especially  such  as  this.  The 
practical  business  man  must  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  one^s  own  immediate 
attention  to  his  own  business,  and  least  of  all  by  proxy. 

It  is  important  to  analyze  the  vast  difference  of  the  credit  and  cash  systems. 

That  difllBren(?B  may  be  bankruptcy  with  the  prodigal.  With  cash,  purchasers  can 
deal  understandingly  and  with  correct  reference  to  their  absolute  wants,  many  per  ccnu 
better.  We  must  give  a  living,  safe  price  always  when  we  are  sure  we  are  right ;  but 
that  we  must  ever  investigate,  or  not  act 

When  we  have  proper  opportunities  to  know  facts  and  the  nature  of  things,  then  we 
should  rightly  use  all  such.  Take  nothing  on  trust  that  is  suspicious,  requires  investi- 
gation, or  can  be  benefited  by  it. 

It  is  well  for  us  to  deal  ever  with  honest  men,  but  we  can  only  act  for  self-preserva- 
tion on  principle.  Whom  can  we  trust  at  random  in  business  transactions,  when  a  part 
of  the  woHd  avoids  payment  of  just  debts  contracted  for  value  received  ?  How  much 
false  capital  is  there  ? 

Correct  management  of  the  world  is  the  desirable  issue. 

Individuals  seek  to  repudiate  contracts  because  the  price  of  property  has  fallen. 
Would  such  be  anxious  to  g^ive  up  the  same,  had  its  value  risen?  The  proposition 
must  be  honorably  fair  for  both,  or  it  will  not  be  just. 

When  one  recently  becomes  a  citizen,  he  may  not  know  the  people,  many  local  facts, 
the  limits  that  waters  rise  and  flood  the  lands,  the  character  of  the  soil  and  many  essen- 
tial particulars,  therefore  he  should  wait  to  inquire  satisfactorily,  and  learn  by  expe- 
rience, when  entering  into  purchases  or  any  important  new  business. 

Review  all  sides,  the  worst,  at  least  the  shade,  as  well  as  the  sunshine.  Avoid  hold- 
ing your  mind  in  abeyance  to  partial  views  of  small  circles,  when  it  is  worthy  of  com- 
mand of  circumstances  relative  to  the  largest  comprehensions,  the  only  safe  ones. 

Many  things,  from  want  of  fitness,  may  produce  failure  ;  but  many  persons  do  not 
consider  that  their  own  personal  unfitness  does  not  arise  from  intrinsic  reasons,  but  for 
want  of  a  proper  comprehension  of  the  whole  world  relations  to  us. 

I  seek  to  have  all  properly  protected  in  the  first  step,  to  be  not  even  tempted  to  wish 
repudiation  of  solemn  contracts,  fair  and  business-like,  in  terms  troublesome  and  ofien- 
sive,  in  such  a  way  as  tfi  create  hard  and  unkind  feelings,  bitter  anguish,  sleepless 
nights,  nervousness,  severe  remarks  and  nigh  approach  of  actions,  but  for  the  mildness 
of  one  party.  Let  both,  all  parties  go  into  all  transactions  witli  their  best  senses  wide 
awake,  to  maintain  all  that  is  right  permanently. 

It  might  be  thought  that  I  am  too  censorious  on  human  nature  ;  I  shall  be  happy  to 
correct  myself,  but  at  the  whole  view  it  will  be  found  that  my  strictures  are  upon  the 
perversions  of  it  from  peculiar  education,  in  so  peculiar  a  way  that  man  is  taught  to 
look  all  his  way,  that  is,  his  self-interest,  without  respect  to  the  other  side,  much  less  to 
conservative  principles  of  all.  It  may  be  said.  Yet  this  is  only  a  certain  class.  True, 
but  it  is  the  world  as  far  as  it  goes,  and  too  much  of  that,  which  is  the  worst  of  all. 

Let  mind  be  always  our  protector,  with  good  faith  in  business,  or  all  transactions,  not 
to  involve  the  party  in  insuperable  difficulties.  Some  persons,  through  ambition,  ava- 
rice, or  envy,  do  not  duly  estimate  their  own  resources  or  capital,  mental  or  pecuniary, 
hut  are  reckless  of  calculations  that  mind  demands  and  reason  requires. 

We  have  seen  those  who,  as  agents,  might  be  profitably  employed  instead  of  princi- 
pals, thus  creating  liens  on  all,  though  in  their  possession  the  owner^s  property  eventu- 
ally sold  for  less  than  the  cost  on  the  materials  for  building,  or  for  less  than  the  thiid 
and  last  payment  that  they,  the  nominal  purchasers,  could  not  raise,  and  thos  sacrificing 
all  for  want  of  foresight. 

When  the  party  does  not  overreach  himself,  he  may  make  a  competency  and  Utc  in- 
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dependent!  J,  instead  of  deep  depression,  anguish  and  pauperism.  Wild  speculations  are 
hard  to  accomplish,  and  often  involve  the  operators  in  ruin.  What  innumerable  expe- 
dients are  resorted  to  about  property  ! 

Contend  for  your  rights  withheld,  advisedly.  All  good  citizens  are  concerned  in 
heading  false  agents  and  commission  merchants.  The  best  policy  was  evinced  in  an 
incident  transpired  in  another  continent,  where  cotton  was  sold  and  a  loss  sustained,  but 
the  shipper  investigated  in  person  the  whole  transaction,  and  received  twenty  thousand 
dollars  above  the  account  of  sales,  and  the  delinquent  party  was  glad  to  escape  further 
exposure. 

If  not  successful  in  one  business,  do  not  spend  all  your  lifetime  and  talents  fruitlessly, 
to  the  benefit  of  others,  who,  so  far  from  thanking  you  for  your  drudgery,  laugh  at  you 
for  your  vain  exertions. 

Does  a  man  deceive  you,  by  reasons  that  you  can  not  control  ?  That  is  your  misfor- 
tune, and  his  fault.     If  he  do  it  again,  that  is  your  fault. 

Corrections  of  errors,  in  all  settlements,  should  be  had  for  all  time  that  is  proper  in 
the  utmost  courtesy  and  facility. 

In  property  the  first  thing  is  title  clear  and  indisputable,  insured  by  proper  documents 
recorded  by  a  competent  office,  under  no  incumbrance  of  conveyances,  deeds  of  gills, 
executions  and  judgments. 

Receive  no  purchases,  especially  of  estates,  for  which  imperfect  titles  are  given,  and 
the  future  responsibility  may  be  in  bankrupts  or  irresponsible  characters.  If  adminis- 
trators sell  wiihout  validity  of  will,  it  will  be  lawless,  and  you  can  receive  no  rights  at 
all  thereby. 

In  the  sale  of  property,  without  the  whole  title  is  in  the  party,  beyond  doubt  or  cavil, 
it  is  a  poor  business,  though  indemnifying  bonds  be  attached,  as  in  future  days  the  seller 
may  be  dead,  insolvent,  or  in  parts  unknown,  his  little  property  squandered,  and  all 
your  protection  nullified  every  way.  The  daily  history  of  the  world  shows  what  con- 
stant changes  are  progressing,  but  few  remaining  in  one  place  an  age  ! 

You  may  pay  all  your  money  to  worthless  individuals  and  strangers,  &c.,  who  may 
be  bankrupt  in  character  and  property,  from  whom  you  can  not  get  your  own,  and  may 
not  only  have  to  deliver  all  that  you  have  bought,  but  pay  for  the  use  of  it  the  whole 
time,  which  may  be  the  deepest  injury  to  your  purse,  and  not  the  most  pleasant  to  your 
nicest  feelings,  sentiments  and  sensibility. 

All  contracts  to  be  valid,  must  be  for  value  received.  You  can  take  nothing  on  sup- 
position or  granted  about  the  real  worth  of  any  individual,  unless  you  know  his  exact 
condition  and  indebtedness  or  exemptions,  and  whether  and  how  the  debts  can  be  paid. 

Some  people  only  pay  at  the  end  of  the  law,  which  often  results  in  the  end  of  their 
property.  The  greatest  care  should  be  of  honesty,  as  a  real  pleasure  of  life,  for  then  is 
honesty  to  console  when  adversity  occupies.  Specify  all  contracts,  and  all  performances 
of  workmanlike  skill.  All  those  of  importance  deferred  had  better  be  written,  for  two 
reasons,  to  keep  promises  sacred,  and  certify  them  without  danger  of  misunderstanding 
and  hostile  feelings.  The  world  needs  the  good  faith  of  contracts,  veracity  in  all  its 
circles.     Define  the  position,  fix  the  specific  whole. 

Who  wishes  to  have  his  property  lost,  or  be  harassed,  merely  to  save  a  little  trouble 
or  duty  at  first  ? 

Where  there  is  much  public  credit  and  high  speculation,  there  must  be  a  crash. 
Guard  not  only  against  world  speculations,  but  speculators.  Do  not  get  your  own  coa* 
sent,  however  specious  and  fair  the  bait,  till  you  are  not  only  satisfied,  but  safe,  by  the 
satisfaction  of  principles. 

Speculators  may  inveigle  purchasers  into  matters  to  give  them  ostensibly  commis- 
sions, or  really  means  to  raise  capital,  to  prevent  their  mercantile  houses  sinking,  and 
will  sell  the  article  in  reference  to  that  express  view  ;  not  for  mutual,  reciprocal  advan- 
tages. There  is  no  position  safer  than  that  of  principle,  that  must  act  every  way  to 
present  full  and  fair  satisfactory  safety,  and  results  final.  Sell  your  property  for  a  fair 
price,  in  preference  to  deferred  and  uncertain  payments.  Do  not  involve  yourself  by 
borrowing,  but  sell  for  reasonable  prices  always. 

We  see  fraudulent  conveyances,  while  the  owner  holds  on  to  the  property,  in  bad 
faith  to  honesty  and  truth  and  the  debts  to  his  creditors,  who,  in  good  faith,  are  the  owners. 

It  is  not  honest  for  parties  indebted  to  seek  compromise  of  debts  with  the  least  pay- 
ment, when  their  funds  authorize  dififerently. 

What  honest  man  seeks  to  depreciate,  and  then  buy  his  depreciated  paper  in  the 
market? 

It  is  dishonest  to  propose  compromises,  when  only  partial  duty  or  payment  is  offered, 
and  withholding  the  balance.  What  is  the  value  of  money,  unless  integrity  of  the  world 
protects  property  and  reputation  ? 
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Laws  for  imprisonment  of  those  fraadalently  conveying  property  till  smrendeied, 
should  be  not  only  uniformly  enacled,  but  enforced. 

Why  should  it  not  be  a  penitentiary  offence  ? 

You  should  not  speculate  except  with  your  money  in  hand,  nor  should  yon  ever  risk 
your  whole  property  in  one  speculation,  lest  your  adventure  be  a  misadventure  and  rain 
you  forever,  and  you  have  not  wherewith  to  pay.  Do  not  leave  trouble  to  your  friends 
to  settle,  after  you  are  dead,  what  you  ought  to  have  settled  yourself  so  much  better. 
If  you  preserve  uniform  system  in  business,  it  will  be  much  better  for  you  and  ths 
world. 

Give  the  world  no  undue  advantage  over  us,  for  its  history  shows  that  the  past  has 
been  abused,  the  present  perverted,  and  the  future  may  be  usurped  in  anticipatioo.  The 
world  will  appropriate  all  kinds  of  capital  in  all  practicable  ways.  Do  not  think  of 
pleasing  others  at  the  expense  of  justice  to  self.     Do  not  do  this  at  all. 

You  are  requested  to  promise.  Take  all  matters  into  consideratiou  and  consdlatioB ; 
tell  the  applicant  to  wait  so  many  hours  necessary,  and  then  decide  advisedly.  *  Some- 
times people  put  themselves  where  justice  is  satisfied.  Patience  and  perseverance  wiQ 
accomplish  much,  but  do  all  things  perfectly  right  at  first. 

The  true  secret  is,  to  know  how  to  best  succeed  in  this  world — ^not  only  succeed,  bat 
do  it  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  One  of  the  plans  is,  to  have  no  antagonism  of  the  world 
more  than  the  inherent  nature  of  things  permits. 

We  should  have  no  difiiculty  with  any  matters,  when  we  can  govern  all  vnth  mastery 
of  mind.  The  world  must  have  independence  of  character,  know  how  to  act,  and  widi 
nerve. 

Is  it  safe  to  buy  from  an  unknown  and  unknowahle  operator  ?    Not  generally. 

Never  put  it  into  the  power  of  mortals  to  injure  you  by  demoralizing  causes.  Your 
triumph  in  this  world  is  complete,  if  you  act  honestly,  truthfully,  faithfully  to  duty. 

1.  in  the  first  place,  let  your  contract,  verbal  or  written,  be  as  sacred  as  life.  S.  I^ 
none  desecrate  this  contract,  made  in  good  faith,  reason  and  justice.  Let  truth  and 
honesty  be  forever  sacred,  then  fire  cannot  scorch  nor  ice  freeze,  in  future  abodes,  the 
truthful  and  honest  soul,  that  meets  all  that  is  due  civil,  moral  and  religious  duties. 

But  rational  mind  must  be  properly  cultivated,  to  know  all  this,  and  that  retributioa 
does  not  come  by  miracles,  or  priests'  works  or  words,  but  by  the  intrinsic  virtue  of 
self-vindicating  principles. 

Mind  should  be  duly  protected  against  all  the  humbugs  of  the  world,  all  the  peculiar 
mysteries  of  mock  science,  emanating  from  mock  bibles  and  faith. 

How  difficult  is  it,  for  the  world  to  appreciate  about  property  and  money  power  1 

It  should  be  American  to  say  and  act  the  negative  independently,  as  well  as  the 
affirmative.  Many  trusts  of  society  are  implied.  Are  you  to  violate  them  ?  You  cao- 
not,  and  maintain  an  honorable  reputation  for  good  faith. 

Never  promise  impracticable  or  impossible  things,  or  those  that  do  injury.  AO 
treaties  are  to  be  in  good  faith,  and  both  are  bound,  unless  one  par^  fiuls  to  complj, 
which  absolves  all  obligations. 

Individual  and  national  compacts  are  to  be  sacred. 

Man  must  respect  the  sacred  inviolability  of  good  faith  contracts.  All  documents,  in 
trust  or  otherwise,  should  be  legal,  and  as  they  are  binding  on  all  parties  practicable  for 
good,  the  parties  to  the  contract  can  only  officially  relieve ;  consequently  nothing  is  ralid 
without  their  official  permission.  There  can  be  no  violation  of  word  or  pledge  in  money 
payments,  that  are  practicable,  otherwise  they  should  not  be  given  under  ordinary  or 
any  circumstances. 

Put  all  bids  for  public  labor  at  the  lowest,  as  base  injustice  and  impositiott  will  be 
otherwise  practiced. 

Specific  special  contracts  must  be  confirmed. 

Applicants  who  seek  accommodation  in  money  should  pre-pay  their  debits,  or  secure 
them  by  the  best  paper — never  deferred  beyond  twelve  months. 

Never  let  debts  run  too  deep,  either  as  creditor  or  debtor.^ 

The  unprincipled,  reckless,  without  conscience,  will  shun  their  security  oUigations, 
if  practicable. 

When  bondsmen  suffer  tens  of  thousands,  and  become  bankrupt  for  others,  it  is  time, 
for  self-defence,  to  institute  as  great  protection  as  there  are  temptations. 

Some  people  are  harassed  all  their  life  by  debts,  their  mind  disturbed,  estate  coofis^ 
cated  to  the  sheriff,  never  paying  any  debts  but  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  law,  payiog 
a  fortune  in  mere  costs.  They  had  better  sell  their  property,  and  be  freemen,  at  once. 
Then  they  know  what  they  have  to  depend  on  in  life. 

But  this  pest  of  securityehip  is  the  thing  that  perplexes  the  world  to  refuse,  \ 
otherwise  it  may  have  to  pay  the  amount. 
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The  world  looks  to  frieDdship,  that  must  not,  if  pure,  be  violated  for  dollars  and 
cents. 

But  as  the  world  has  nund  to  govern  it,  let  all  its  detaUs  be  submitted  thereto.  When 
required  to  act,  you  may  decide  how  much  you  can  give,  not  sacrifice,  to  what  is  called 
friendship-— substantially,  mere  acquaintance,  and  m^e  too  on  interested  motives. 

Many  contract  debts  never  to  be  paid,  as  base  in  the  eye  of  principle  as  repudiation, 
and  as  degraded  before  God.  If  the  laws  had  no  penalty,  all  such  that  resort  to  this 
iniquity^  however  they  may  affect  the  best  circles,  would  not  prove  themselves  honest. 

To  avoid  all  the  liabilities  of  a  promiscuous  securityship,  mutual  friends  can  select 
and  sign  for  each  other. 

Will  some  aid,  who  have  used  up  all  that  you  could  spare  !  This  address  is  made 
to  those  whose  facility  of  disposition  does  not  urge  them  to  say  noy  in  the  right  place, 
and  at  the  right  time. 

Insolvency  of  estates  may  oilen  exist,  unknown,  unless  properly  investigated.  Is  the 
obligation  of  such  worth  anything  ? 

Sufficient  collateral  security  should  be  previously  fi.xed,  to  prevent  accidents  by 
death,  &c.  Trusteeship  and  life-insurance,  on  proper  policies,  may  answer  the  best 
purposes. 

What  little  credence  can  be  put  in  most  men,  when  money  is  concerned,  in  bankrupt 
times! 

What  an  amount  of  abuse  of  good  faith  is  there  in  this  respect. 

The  only  saie  position  is  on  immutable  principle ;  if  you  do  not  thus  act,  you  will 
soon  change  your  most  exalted  opinion  of  the  majority,  of  fair  and  specious,  when 
nothing  is  at  stake. 

Your  experience  will  adequately  sustain  the  question,  how  is  a  person  known  unless 
previoasly  tried,  when  you  realize  what  an  awfid  thing  it  is  to  some,  in  stretohing  one's 
credit 

One  is  subject  to  being  victimized,  on  securityship. 

There  is  no  obligation  to  force  friends  to  tender  their  fortunes,  their  all,  for  mere 
speculation  of  others ! 

True,  honorable  friendship  scorns  such  ignoble  deeds. 

At  the  time  that  one  becomes  security,  it  is  too  oflen  the  case  that  the  payment  has  to 
come,  Coilatoral  security  is  due  the  second,  for  the  preservation  of  the  credit  of  the 
first,  of  good  morals  generally,  every  way. 

Have  the  nerve  to  say  iVo,  when  necessary  and  proper,  beforehand,  with  forethought, 
like  an  intelligent  freeman,  who  looks  upon  the  pliancy  of  some  as  most  objectionable, 
(hen  the  deed  is  right 

RELATIVELY  TO  SECURITYSHIP, 

Sat  that  most  independent  word  Noj  on  all  rightful  occasions.  Will  you  go  my 
security  ?  said  a  merchant  to  an  industrious  planter,  of  good  sense,  on  moderate  ac- 
quaintance. For  how  much  ?  Six  thousand  dollars.  No,  sir !  The  merchant  was 
indignant  But  the  planter  firmly  said,  I  made  my  property  by  my  labor  and  means, 
which  I  can  best  estimate.  Rather  than  risk  my  all  on  your  good  feelings,  I  will  risk 
your  feelings.  In  the  end,  the  event  proved  the  value  of  precaution,  the  truth  of  good 
sense.  The  merchant  ruined  his  security,  obtained  elsewhere,  leaving  speedily  and 
clandestinely  for  another  country ;  and  one  of  his  pupils,  an  apt  scholar,  has  followed 
since,  violating  a  generous  and  sympathising  confidence,  improperly  bestowed,  as  it  was 
never  merited. 

How  many  secnrities  are  thus  affected  ?  Collateral  security  is  the  only  defence  and 
forever  due,  as  the  rightful  ownership  is  in  the*  person  liable — so  says  my  code  of 
ethics.  All  that  intend  to  do  right,  and  not  involve  friends,  will  not  hesitate  to  secure 
collaterally. 

Let  every  citizen  assert  his  or  her  own  rights,  by  firm  action,  with  the  negative  in 
the  right  place  and  time,  before,  not  after  damage.  Let  them  observe  wisely,  act  faiths 
fully,  to  promise  consistently  with  their  word  and  proper  decision. 

Wealth  of  dollars  too  often  interrupte  happiness. 

Sacrifice  rightly  all  that  interfere  with  our  best  happiness.  We  need  a  general  sys- 
tem of  financiering,  to  protect  ourselves  and  household  rightly,  against  the  sharp  part 
of  the  world,  perfectly  reckless  of  principle,  and  hostile  to  all  gratitude. 

Self-preservation  is  an  important  element  in  this  question.  Let  justice  supersede 
liberality,  and  take  nothing  for  granted  in  this  matter,  as  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  all  keep  the  strait  and  lUrect  track. 
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Premising  all  things  right,  or  never  startiog,  wUI  insure  peace  and  success,  and  all 
the  suitable  independence. 

The  best  dependence  is  on  self,  to  be  independent  of  others :  then  you  naay  be  best 
assured  of  merited  success,  or  see  where  the  fewest  errors  and  faults  lie. 

You  are  called  upon,  by  friends  and  relations,  to  become  security.  Hare  you  that 
certain  sum  of  money  that  you  can — without  inconvenience  to  yourself,  and  injustice  to 
your  own  creditors,  particularly  your  own  family,  and  all  others  that  have  a  direct  or 
immediate  and  paramount  demand  on  you — spare,  for  the  payment,  if  called  on  ? 

If  not,  fulfil  the  obligations  of  justice  and  friendship,  by  demanding,  at  the  same  time, 
collateral  security  on  enough  property,  to  that  value,  at  least. 

The  payer  ought  to  own  the  property.  If  you  pay  for  it,  you  are  certainly  justly 
entitled  to  it. 

If  you  do  not,  all  the  ends  of  justice  and  friendship  are  rightfully  met  on  both  sides. 

But  the  purchaser  of  a  large  amount  of  property  refuses  ccrffateral  security  ;  then 
refuse  him  your  friendship,  for  his  object  looks  smister,  and  his  conduct  is  not  free  from 
suspicion,  if  properly  honest.  He  seeks  to  reach  the  profits  of  his  speculation  at  your 
risk.     Is  this  friendship  ? 

Proper  analysis  decides  it,  sordid  interest. 

Why  all  this  precaution  ?  To  mecrt  the  richest  feelings  of  an  honest  man,  that  sees 
thousands  of  his  countrymen  fleeing  to  distant  frontier  states,  running  away  with  their 
property,  or  cloaking  it  with  roost  suspicious  appearances  that  all  is  not  right,  when 
they  could  have  nK>8t  honorably  lived  under  their  own  poplars  and  oaks,  on  their  own 
broAd  acres,  in  the  land  of  their  choice,  with  the  contented  feelings  of  all  contracts  ful- 
filled, and  all  the  world  honestly  and  cheerfully  smiled  in  the  face,  had  the  word  No 
been  said  in  the  right  time,  or  the  word  Yes  been  inscribed  in  the  right  way.  But  then 
this  difficulty  was  for  another.  It  is  your  own  act,  just  the  same ;  both  are  equal. 
There  is  no  difference  between  primary  and  secondary  signatures,  so  far  as  to  be  exempt 
from  valid  contracts,  specifying  to  be  fulfilled. 

He  who  acts  by  another,  acts  himself.  The  mle  is  general :  never  purchase  beyond 
your  means  in  speculation,  in  no  respect  if  you  are  wise,  and  wish  to  abide  on  the  lands 
you  are  entitled  to  by  ownership. 

Will  you  permit  another  to  do  with  yours  in  reckless  gambling  speculation,  what  you 
will  not  enact  yourself?  You  have  no  control  over  his  affairs,  then  how  imperative  and 
incumbent  it  is  on  you,  to  rightly  control  your  own.     If  you  do  not,  who  will  ? 

Give  up  no  independent  comforie,  for  any  prospects  however  brilliant  but  ansub- 
stantial. 

You  may  observe  only  the  bright  and  flourishing  view  of  things^  that  if  reversed,  may 
ruin  you  speedily. 

The  reverse  has  a  darker  side,  than  the  mind  realizes.  We  must  adhere  to  the  legi- 
timate principles  of  trade,  else  a  mint  can  be  exhausted  for  speculation. 

We  may  lose  all  by  misfortune,  and  then  the  best  consolation  is,  that  we  have  saved 
by  paying  our  debts.  When  a  merchant  is  thus  overtaken  and  compounds,  assigns  or 
goes  into  bankruptcy,  his  books  being  the  regular  basis  with  proper  vouchers  and  docu- 
ments, he  rules  the  highly  dangerous  contingency. 

The  unfortunate  roan  may  get  into  troubles  for  want  of  system,  finxmess,  clearness  of 
intellect,  decision,  and  want  of  guarding  against  the  world's  cQshonesty  and  deep  intriguesw 

Some  people  may  become  incapacitated  for  business,  by  various  habits,  that  may  i^ 
to  peculiar  state  of  mind  as  little  removed  from  mania-a-potn. 

What  is  to  protect  the  helpless,  from  the  rapacity  of  social  (Hrates  1 

You  may  view  the  bright  and  flowery  side  of  human  nature,  and  can  never  believe  in 
its  amount  of  corruption,  until  you  test  it  fully  in  finance  and  money  transactions.  The 
more  helpless  the  proprietor,  and  the  more  immunity  from  penalty,  the  more  are  these 
pirates  invited.  No  circle  is  too  high  for  dark  and  corrupt  characters  to  operate  there- 
in ;  in  fact,  the  greater  the  stake,  the  more  are  snob  invited  in  every  age  and  clime, 
unless  principles  counteract  all  of  them. 

If  you  should  never  enter  into  contract,  with  any  not  legally  liable  and  responsible,  on 
account  of,  aye  much  less  should  you  do  so  witli  those  incapacitated  from  want  of 
principle. 

There  are  some  people,  whose  appreciation  of  your  expression  of  gratitude  for  favors 
from  them,  will  make  it  all  a  matter  of  speculation,  and  pervert  the  whole  of  refined 
sentiments  of  mind,  to  ignoble  sensuality  and  pecuniary  profit. 

People  have  told  me,  that  some  of  their  own  relations,  who  were  in  churches  toov 
would  rob  their  God  if  they  could.     Is  this  too  severe  a  statement  1    Who  will  say  so  ? 

How  many  persons  who  were  doing  well,  have  listened  to  the  advice  of  pretended 
friendship,  and  have  been  used  up  by  so  doing  1    They  have  confided  in  their  judgmeat 
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as  best  in  most  business  matters,  though  no  better  characters  than  they  should  be,  yet 
people  will  follow  a  leader  like  sheep  or  bees,  instead  of  acting  like  rational  men  who 
have  intellect  to  be  cultivated,  to  guard  against  the  adoption  of  pernicious  results  by  the 
best  use  of  our  matured  judgment. 

We  are  bound  from  the  nature*  of  things  to  analyze  all  matters,  but  above  all,  propo- 
sitions to  benefit  the  advisers.  This  rule  must  be  paramount,  then  *you  will  .see  all 
things  safe,  before  your  money,  your  independence  and  you,  part. 

The  world  is  ready  enough  to  speculate  on  you,  therefore  you  must  be  guarded, 
especially  in  insidious  attacks  on  its  part,  and  the  weakest  one  on  yours. 

Much  of  the  world,  no  matter  how  selected,  care  not  for  the  balance,  especially  the 
iivari(^ious  and  the  spendthrift,  whose  eyes  are  on  money,  their  immediate  advantage,  not 
the  other^s  benefit  Most  of  these  dishonor  their  own  interests,  how  then  in  the  name 
of  mind  can  they  respect  those  of  other  people  ?  It  is  preposterous  to  think  otherwise. 
Never  then,  let  the  world  get  the  advantage  on  iniquitous  terms,  else  it  will  be  apt  to  keep 
it  for  life.  Only  let  some  people  get  through  lile  their  way,  and  they  will  carry  aU 
advantages  with  thenu  What  care  unprincipled  people  for  the  world,  after  they  are 
^one,  or  whilst  they  are  here  ?  If  you  cannot  secure  your  rights,  secure  yourself  from 
action  with  all  such.  Experience,  the  wisest  professor  that  has  ever  yet  granted  diplo- 
mas in  the  world's  school,  proves  it  is  idle  to  trust  any  further,  than  the  best  princi- 
ples. 

Never  commit  yourself  to  that  fatal  word  Yes,  when  you  should  take  time  for  con- 
sideration and  mature  the  facts  to  estimate  the  truth. 

Say  No  at  the  right  time,  in  the  right  way,  and  to  the  right  people,  rather  than  Yes  in 
security,  and  refuse  payment  because  it  was  security  debt,  even  conveying  property. 

Act  rightly,  and  then  you  can  act  independently,  honestly  and  fearlessly,  above 
reproach  or  restraint. 

Stick  up  to  your  word  in  action,  whether  security  or  not 

Be  prepared  to  lose  a  definite  amount  for  contingencies,  as  true  friends  in  aiding  or 
lending  oii  trust,  the  full  amount  of  your  friendly  deeds,  but  not  to  buy  your  friendship 
with  money.  By  proper  protection  of  your  possessions,  you  have  that  proper  inde- 
pendence of  property  that  is  power,  to  counteract  the  arts  of  base  men  who  take  advan- 
tage of  contingencies  and  circumstances.  How  many  have  been  perfectly  ruined  by 
securityship  ?  Collateral  security  should  accompany  the  request,  as  inability  of  the 
one  should  defeat  the  speculation,  especially  if  reckless,  of  the  other. 

Life  insurance  might  be  taken  out  by  married  persons,  as  the  best  policy  for  family 
protection. 

The  safest  plan  is  for  a  trio  to  sign  for  each  other  on  bills,  then  they  know  best 
how  each  other  stands. 

They  should  confide  in  each  other,  and  disclose  their  true  situation  in  life.  This  is 
one  of  the  great  principles  of  self-protection  and  economy. 

Going  security  on  blank  drafts  is  enough  to  ruin  any  man,  as  easily  as  gambling, 
idling  or  dissipation.  None  are  so  well  benefited  by  experience,  as  anticipation  of 
difliculties,  before  the  character  is  shifted  and  the  responsibility  lost. 

Fewest  keep  their  word  about  payments  to  the  exact  time,  unless  means  are  certain 
and  forfeiture  is  to  be  sustained.  Individuals  must  invariably  comply  most  punctually 
with  promises,  especially  in  moneyed  transactions  most  promptly,  or  never  make  any  even 
to  secure  any  present  advanUge,  as  it  may  turn  out  to  their  material  disadvantage  and 
injury. 

Leave  nothing  to  contingency,  but  all  to  uniform  principles.  Say  no,  or  have  col- 
lateral security,  then  all  will  act  honestly  and  you  can  guarantee  that  honesty,  for  if  you 
hold  the  world's  honor  and  interest  identified,  you  secure  both  in  the  best  way. 

We  can  never  buy  friendbhip  of  aliens,  when  we  risk  the  independence  of  the  family. 
W^e  must  give  solution  to  daily  family  questions,  by  saying  no,  when  necessary  to  those 
seeking  our  names.     Then  we  can  always  stmd  up  to  our  paper  and  honor. 

The  credit  system  may  be  disgracefully  misused,  as  its  abuse  has  demoralized  many 
people,  and  sullied  their  integrity  and  veracity. 

What  right  and  social  law  has  a  pretended  friend,  to  break  up  any  family  or  indivi- 
dual, by  claims  for  surety  in  wild  and  reckless  speculation  ? 

The  wife  has  a  primary  interest,  and  should  have  a  proper  and  reasonable  veto,  tQ 
prevent  sufi^ering  and  poverty  in  all  such  transactions. 

A  buys  of  B,  and  they  are  both  secured  by  C,  who  is  not  benefited  by  the  security, 
when  he  pays  and  has  neither  the  property  secured  or  the  money  paid.  What  reason 
and  honesty  arc  there  in  all  this,  must  be  inquired  into  previously  to  the  security,  for 
then  honesty  and  honor  require  full  payment. 

A  must  secure  or  deliver  the  property  to  C,  if  the  last  pay  for  it    This  law  shonld 
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be  instituted,  to  protect  honesty  and  honest  transactions.     The  wisest  legislation  is  rery 
essential,  to  individual  and  universal  prosperity  and  happiness. 

Release  no  security  by  your  facility  of  disposition,  else  you  may  lose  the  whole  debi. 
Verdant  people  may  lend  their  name  to  others,  with  a  blank  to  be  filled  up  by  any 
amount  to  be  obtained  at  bank,  and  before  the  confiding  party  knows  where  be  is,  a 
greater,  obligation  is  placed. over  his  name  than  he  is  solvent  for,  consequently  bis  family 
is  reduced  to  hard  labor  for  the  balance  of  their  lives,  if  not  absolute  want  or  even  gen- 
teel beggary. 

It  alters  the  case  but  little,  if  instead  of  the  particular  bank  designated,  another  bank 
is  substituted,  a  fraud  is  perpetrated  on  the  innocent  stockholders.  Such  parties  go  into 
bankruptcy,  and  make  fortunes  by  the  operation  of  smuggling  property  some  way  m 
other  to  relations  and  friends,  who  may  divide  the  profits,  purchase  it  for  a  trifle,  and 
leave  the  public  minus. 

Thus  the  benefit  of  the  bankrupt  law  is  lost  in  the  deepest  corruption,  and  has  to  be 
abrogated  from  the  statute  books. 

Thousands  of  dollars  have  been  made  at  one  operation,  when  the  whole  proceeds 
should  have  been  paid  to  honest  and  suffering  creditors.  How  many  are  rolling  in 
splendor  and  luxury,  with  their  thousands  made  over  to  secure  the  use  of  their  property 
^to  themselves,  and  you  cannot  touch  the  same.     What  corruption ! 

The  history  of  the  world  bespeaks  the  utmost  importance  of  attending  mainly  to  the 
security  of  property. 

The  schools  of  the  world  require  dear  sums  sometimes  for  payment  of  taition. 

Counteract  instead  of  fighting  the  whole  world.  There  are  some  cases  where  the 
security  has  to  pay  the  debts  of  those  dishonest  men,  fraudulently  conveying  their  pro- 
perty ;  but  wise  legislation  of  an  honorable  community  must  prevent  such  nefarious 
transactions. 

MiUions  of  people  put  all  money  matters  and  transactions  not  on  principles,  truth  or 
honor,  but  merely  on  all  points  of  the  law ;  seek  all  to  the  extent  of  their  credit,  and 
never  pay  if  avoidable,  acting  as  public  plunderers. 

Do  we  seek  to  know  human  nature  ?  We  need  not  ask  the  sheriff  or  public  officers, 
when  observation  and  experience  in  financial  operations  teach  us  very  clearly.  But, 
then,  we  ought  to  anticipate  the  losses  we  pay  at  the  school  of  personal  experience. 
Well  then,  ask  intelligent  officers  of  the  land,  who  see  the  ways  of  the  world  in  many 
of  lifers  vicissitudes. 

Men  equivocate  for  dollars  all  their  life,  and  all  your  boasted  church  characters  caught 
in  tight  places  only  show  what  that  part  of  human  nature  is^  Man  must  inquire  of  the 
world,  how  the  world  stands.  Persons  thought  good,  cannot  get  credit  on  loans  any 
way  that  can  be  fixed.  You  must  not  extend  your  generosity  towards  many  people, 
who  you  expect  will  reciprocate.  You  must  not  depend  on  public  opinion,  to  causf" 
some  people  to  act  right.  They  may  be  deficient  in  all  the  qualities,  and  have  never 
learned  at  any  such  schools  of  public  sentiment  for  warn  of  rational  education,  and 
public  opinion  of  the  right  character  may  be  difficult  to  find  in  the  right  place.  Public 
opinion  itself  is  not  enlightened  even  to  appreciate  what  religion  is,  mistaking  pecoUar 
faith  for  it.  Whilst  you  hold  yourself  amenable  to  public  opinion,  they  may  have  none 
of  the  cultivated  elements  of  honesty  to  compel  them  to  its  command.  They  get  your 
money,  goods,  credit ;  you  may  wait  in  vain  for  recompense. 

In  vain  do  you  invoke  the  nobler  feelings  of  human  natures ;  it  is  all  the  idle  wind. 
If  you  do  not  have  proper  protection  always,  you  have  least  hold  on  responsibility. 

The  more  the  credit  system  is  licensed,  the  more  injury  to  the  community  and  morals 
results. 

Counteract  all  the  evils,  ills,  machinations  of  perversions,  social,  civil  and  national. 
Permit  no  wild  reckless  speculation  in  security,  to  render  yourself  amenable  by  your 
whole  property. 

No  honest  man  should  ask  of  you  more  in  security  than  is  just.  If  he  be  a  friend, 
so  much  the  more  reason. 

How  odious  is  it  to  sneak  out  of  responsibility,  because  it  can  be  done  by  absence, 
distance,  want  of  technical  responsibility.  The  intention  is  the  thing.  Do  not  keep 
what  is  borrowed,  the  least,  even  a  book,  longer  than  a  proper  use. 

Poor  fellow,  says  the  world,  he  has  so  much  security  money  to  pay.  If  it  were  his 
own  debts,  he  would  not  mind  it.  But  if  security  debts  are  not  his,  whose  are  they  ? 
What  is  the  difference  in  conscience  ?  Will  he  cloak  his  property,  make  it  over  or 
away,  to  escape  the  just  demands  of  the  law  1  Why  did  he  not  think  of  all  that  before 
hand,  when  he  came  to  sign,  ere  the  real  owner  of  the  property  delivered  it  up,  to  him 
who  did  not  pay  therefor  ?  Did  he  help  to  perpetrate  a  fraud,  a  false  pretence,  to  gel 
the  owner's  property  out  of  his  hand,  and  then  repudiate  the  debt  because  he  was  se- 
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durity,  and  he  says  not  his  own  ?  Then  the  sympathy  of  the  people  permits  this  cha- 
racter, this  fellow,  to  smuggle  his  property,  himself,  to  parts  unknown,  violate  the  law, 
&nd  get  up  in  their  yery  community  an  awful  repudiation  feeling,  instead  of  asking  for 
Che  whole  support  of  the  law,  and  helping  such  poor  dolts  by  subscription,  and  bidding 
the  world  look  to  the  protection,  also  to  the  penalty  of  principles.  Just  so  with  culprits, 
especially  if  raised  in  the  circle.  Pardons  must  be  extended.  Instead  of  the  law  being 
vindicated,  it  is  violated  under  the  basest  pretences.  Give  no  pardoning  power  for  what 
is  clear  violation,  and  wanton  infractions.  Give  all  mercy  to  the  world,  but  exact 
Justice  to  the  iniquitous  culprits.  Just  so  with  faith,  poor  bibles,  and  priestocracy. 
jBut  where  is  the  bleeding  world,  oppressed  for  thousands  of  years  most  awfully  by 
both  ?  Sneak  out  of  all  responsibilities,  when  thou  shouldst  pay  what  thou  'owest. 
Oome  up  to  all  that  can  be  justly  expected  of  thee.  Be  always  capable  of  being  de- 
pended upon. 

Make  preliminary  arrangements,  and  deal  in  those  arrangements  relatively. 

There  are  people  of  supposed  good  authority,  whom  we  cannot  take  practically — ^as 
the  credit  system,  if  done  on  competent  basis,  will  render  valuable  good* to  the  world, 
let  it  be  done  on  a  competent  security.  Some  people  cannot  be  classed  good  or  bad. 
They  never  pay  till  forced,  nor  tell  the  truth,  if  avoidable  for  their  interest. 

What  can  the  honest  part  of  the  world  think  of  those  living  on  property  smuggled  in 
the  family,  and  that  wrested  from  poor  creditors  ?  Will  they  not  affirm  the  combination 
or  collusion  infamous  ? 

All  monothcists  will  do  their  very  best  to  pay  their  debts,  and  doing  justice  to  man  is 
justice  to  God.  Some  circumstances  of  debt  may  not  be  controllable,  but  honesty  can 
be  always  exhibited,  and  the  circumstances  can  prove  that  much. 

Have  no  preferred  creditors.  What  designates  an  unprincipled  person  1  One  that 
is  derelict  in  morals,  truth,  honesty,  religion — the  less  principles,  the  less  rational  re- 
ligion. Let  others  be  base  or  tyrants,  let  not  others  act  badly  from  that  cause.  Whom 
can  you  safely  trust  ?    Those  that  you  know  possess  principles. 

NATIONAL  OR  WORLD-MORALS  ARE   BASED   ON  CONSERVATIVE 

PRINCIPLES. 

Thesc  promote  and  require  the  most  honorable  possession  and  protection  of  property. 
Wise  and  just  legislation  ought  to  prohibit  the  least  fraud  in  property,  and  not  protect 
or  oppress  any  class  in  preference,  either  creditor  or  debtor. 

The  highest  principles  must  govern. 

Murder  of  the  most  appalling  character  is  too  often  committed  under  specious  appear- 
ances with  entire  impunity,  especially  if  the  kith  or  clan  can  bully  the  community. 

Hardened  culprits  will  affect  that  they  killed  in  self-defence,  but  if  they  provoked  the 
attack  by  first  arrangements,  then  they  committed  assassinations. 

Some  of  the  world  clans,  in  some  few  badly  organized  communities,  violate  the 
rights  of  property,  others  conceal,  and  many  of  the  rest  perjure  themselves  for  their 
accomplices'  vindication.     What  can  you  do  with  such  a  community  ? 

You  decide  to  fight  fire  by  fire,  and  resort  to  lynch  or  summary  law,  yet,  ere  you  are 
aware  of  it,  that  unfortunately  takes  in  the  innocent  and  provokes  retaliation. 

A  better  improvement,  but  objectionable,  is  a  committee  of  vigilance. 

The  wisest  organizations  of  social  relations,  give  proper  employment  of  labor  and 
capital. 

W^hen  constitutions  are  the  sovereigns  of  the  land,  the  people  are  rulers,  and  look  to 
constitutional  principles. 

All  the  bodies  of  society  of  citizens  should  be  constitutionally  united.  All  Fectarian- 
isms  are  in  antagonism  with  constitutional  rights  and  principles,  that  look  to  God 
alone. 

Commerce,  industrial  labor  and  civilization  of  the  world  are  identified  with  the  most 
substantial  cultivation  of  mind  by  rational  education,  to  promote  national  and  the  world's 
morals. 

This  state  of  things  recognises  no  surplus  population,  as  all  is  just,  adapted  for  the 
best  state  of  society,  upheld  by  Deity. 

In  justice  to  national  morals,  resting  as  they  do  on  constitutional  rights,  there  can  be 
no  aristocracy  by  entail  of  law — all  that  is  of  mind  and  of  its  worthy  on  the  best  legiti- 
mate purposes  of  God's  designs. 

The  best  constituency  of  society  would  require  of  an  enlightened  criticism,  ail  the 
original  analysis  that  the  highest  obligations  of  truth  can  impose. 

The  wisest  social  orgakiizations  must  obviate  the  tyranny  as  diversified  as  it  may  be, 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


888  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

assailing  the  rights  of  individuals  or  majoritiesi  as  it  is  still  despotism  on  an  analjais. 
All  minds  good  and  true  are  most  profoundly  interested  in  a  world^s  morals  as  in  its 
welfare. 

Its  citizens  are  not  only  to  be  apparently  better,  but  must  substantially  seek  for  all 
pertinent  to  the  subject.  The  time  is,  when  nations^  morals  are  to  advance  solidly  for 
the  world's  benefit,  and  for  no  peculiar  advantage. 

The  world  relies  too  much  on  assumed  standing,  and  not  conduct,  during  life. 

There  is  no  department,  but  what  civilization  will  advance  Uie  welfare  of  the  worU 
in.  She  will  bring  all  the  commercial  parts  of  the  habitable  globe  into  proper  commu- 
nication and  amicable  trade.  The  conquests  of  war,  compared  to  the  legitimate  benefits 
of  peace,  are  nothing.  The  first  are  degrading,  piratical  robbery,  reducing  the  world  to 
barbarism ;  the  last  are  in  the  highest  degree  elevating,  great,  magnanimous,  and  con- 
servative. 

We  must  have  wise  legislation  and  wisely  administered,  to  stop  the  violence  that  the 
people  take  into  their  own  hands ;  the  world  needs  not  merely  reformation,  but  conser- 
vative revolution. 

The  people  take  for  granted  mere  passage  of  laws,  as  if  they  could  live  by  the  mere 
pretences  of  the  Christian  or  any  peculiar  faith.  No  peculiar  faith  embodies  a  code  of 
ethics  on  principles,  the  only  conservation  in  the  world.  Mind  requires  rational  educa- 
tion all  the  time,  but  then  intellect  alone  will  not  eradicate  errors,  unless  moat  rationally 
comprehensive  to  embrace  and  reflect  on  morals.  , 

Rational  mind's  due  action  to  man,  implies  morals. 

In  past  and  present  ages,  only  partial  views  and  actions  have  been  embraced,  whilst 
nothing  short  of  full  comprehension  will  answer.  What  a  miserable  state  of  corrupt 
and  perjured  morals  the  world  permits  in  matters  of  faith  about  evidence.  It  takes  the 
codes  of  priestocracies  without  proof!  What  folly,  if  it  were  not  ruinous  injastice. 
Say  what  all  will,  we  ask  independently,  Have  any  proved  anything  ?  No  !  But  it  is 
asserted  that  all  is  right.  How  is  that  ?  They  imposed  on  the  first,  bullied  the  middle, 
and  demand  of  the  latter  ages  of  the  world  to  persist  in  their  imposition  ! 

To  say  the  least,  their  position  cannot  be  less  than  most  iniquitous.  Their  prior  acts 
convict  them  entirely.  Their  prior  standing  in  society  is  beyond  endurance.  They 
have  built  a  reputation  most  factitious  through  superstition,  and  the  world  has  gone  to 
sleep  on  it.  The  world  cannot  now  say  it  knows  no  better.  The  world  cannot  main- 
tain a  fair  and  honorable  reputation,  to  give  this  question  the  go-by  much  looger. 
What  is  the  nature  of  evidence  ?     Proof,  testimony  suflicient  and  satisfactory. 

Well,  what  is  that  the  world  has  in  regard  to  faith  of  bibles  of  tradition  ?  Asser- 
tion, statement  most  perjured  of  its  characters,  who  have  the  power  and  authority  to 
place  the  world  right  in  all  such  matters.  That  is  the  very  thing  to  fix  debasing  des- 
potism on  the  minds  of  the  people.  Now  the  priestocracy  draw  back  from  honorable 
proof,  instead  of  seeking,  like  honest  people,  to  help  all  investigate.  Their  platform  is 
a  miserable  and  degraded  perjury,  instead  of  taking  the  legitimate  comprehension  of 
the  whole  subject.  The  mass  of  the  people  is  not  capable,  by  their  customs  and  habits, 
of  acting,  till  revolutionized. 

All  public  matters  should  be  to  enlighten  mind  and  better  morals,  cause  truth  to  be 
revered  as  principle,  and  perjured  sophistry  to  be  rejected  as  falsehood. 

The  lowest  organization  of  society  must  have  some  virtue,  or  the  cement  is  too 
defective  to  lust.  The  law  of  retaliation,  even  among  humble  Indians,  exliibits  proof 
of  retributive  justice.  Badly  raised  people  throw  their  ignominy  on  the  fountain 
source,  and  all  reflect  on  the  state.  W  hen  base  acts  are  prominently  the  effect,  the 
world  then  acknowledges  that  the  parents  should  have  checked  the  base  thoughts  of 
their  offspring.  But  what  if  the  parents,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  should  be  in  the 
same  category  ?  What  will  be  the  result,  inevitably,  but  the  worst  display  of  malignant 
passions?  The  world  has  to  reject  old  regimes  of  scholastic  dogmas  not  consistent 
with  science,  and  to  correct  defects  of  social  organizations  that  do  not  execute  the 
requisitions  of  murals.  National  morals  beget  individual  correctness.  National 
demoralization  should  be  prevented,  estopped,  by  all  wise  regulations.  The  true  moral 
and  religious  condition  of  the  world  constitutes  the  most  elevated  standard  of  taste, 
virtue,  and  benefit  to  mankind,  and  will  vindicate  themselves  in  or  out  of  courts  of  justice. 

The  important  measure  of  civilization  must  be  sought  in  all  the  essentials.  Among 
the  whole,  none  casts  a  higher  reflection  on  the  elevation  of  society  than  true  polite- 
ness. To  be  in  the  company  of  gentlemjsn,  and  have  the  principles  of  politeness,  is 
never  to  permit  others  to  commit  an  improper  or  false  step.  Who  ever  lost  anything 
bv  genuine  politeness  and  courtesy  ?  A  true  friend,  if  qualified,  should  tell  in  advance 
all  that  is  expedient,  to  prevent  unsuccessful  and  bad  results,  ere  victims  are  committed 
in  public. 
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Bat  the  bold  flights  of  genius  cause  exceptions,  to  say  the  least,  of  a  theatre  that 
may  not  be  comprehended.  There  should  be  universal  permanent  boards  of  education 
to  promote  the  enlightened  mind  of  the  sovereign  people  of  the  world,  that  is  worth  all 
that  can  be  rightly  done  for  them. 

The  world  must  be  placed  in  that  moral,  intellectual,  and  religious  position,  that, 
when  principles  are  duly  carried  out,  there  shall  be  no  antagonism  thereto. 

Nothing  protects  national  morals  so  much  as  due  justice  to  all  essential  points.  The 
honesty  of  all  governmental  contracts,  and  their  faithful  performance,  should  be  duly 
exacted.  Good  faith  is  due  in  every  public  measure,  especially  in  the  purity  of  elec- 
tions. Nobody  is  exempt  from  all  his  just  indebtedness  by  bankrupt  laws,  or  any  other 
provisions,  if  he  can  possibly  reach  a  state  in  life  rendering  him  competent  to  the  pay- 
ment. Without  good,  not  peculiar,  faith,  whose  word  can  we  take  at  all  scarcely,  when 
much  money  is  the  question  ?  Who  of  thousands  would  make  a  correct  rendition, 
under  the  present  regime  of  society,  but  for  strict  legal  exaction  ?  Do  nations  act 
justly  toward  each  other  without  such  principle  ?  Is  international  law  on  the  highest 
principles?  How  many  collectors  prove  defaulters:  how  few  act  properly!  How 
many  public  officers  fail  to  do  full  justice  to  the  public  !  Thousands  are  taken  out  of 
the  public  treasury  from  the  dereliction  of  principle,  and  yet  the  class  of  defaulters  are 
not  punished.  All  this  must  be  effectually  met  by  not  only  wise  legi^ation,  but  the 
most  efficient  administration,  without  favor  or  partiality.  No  government,  no  matter 
the  name,  is  valuable  that  is  not  faithfully  administered. 

Public  charters  should  embrace  all  comprehensive  constitutional  powers  to  provide 
for  all  necessary  public  good,  as  conservation  for  public  peace,  tranquillity  and  pros- 
perity, and  counteract  all  practicable  evils,  nuisances,  and  the  like.  Counteraction  of 
most  evils,  and  the  example  of  evil  men^s  vices,  constitutes  a  great  protection,  and  even 
source  of  happiness,  to  society  and  mind. 

Pirates,  single  or  in  mass,  will  swarm,  if  permitted  with  impunity.  Where  one  evil 
of  perverted  mind  might  exist  under  law's  regulations,  thousands  would  ensue  on  any 
otlier  basis.     Let  there  be  a  proper  limit  to  all  things. 

After  all,  the  world  must  yield  that  mankind  has  the  elements  of  good,  that  perverted 
mind  estranges.  Many  of  the  class  of  miscducated  people  have  never  had  any 
proper  position  for  rational  mind ;  they  do  not  know  that  they  should  never  promise 
unless  they  complied. 

He  who  studies  self-interest  rarely  looks  enough  at  principle. 

Keep  out  of  company  that  is  bad,  or  where  independence  and  feelings  are  com- 
promised. 

The  world  must  be  taught  by  rational  codes,  and  the  beginning  must  be  made  at  the 
mother's  temple  of  honor. 

Mankind,  such  as  are  here  portrayed,  must  be  taught  principles,  and  at  the  earliest 
periods  of  mental  availability.  A  hirge  class  of  the  world  care  nothing  for  bibles 
palmed  on  the  world. 

All  that  rationality  needs,  is  what  is  rational  tuition.  They  must  know  that  all 
arc  bound  to  principle,  as  the  universe,  including  mind,  is  bound  to  its  consummation, 
religion. 

If  we  knew  many  people,  we  hardly  would  have  anything  to  do  with  them.  The 
clans  in  society  must  be  rightly  met  by  society. 

The  world  has  to  get  rid  of  all  social  and  civil  circle  nuisances.  Many  people,  when 
they  lose  their  equilibrium  of  mind,  prove  themselves  nobody,  unprincipled,  and  will 
take  all  undue  insidious  advantages  of  their  opponents. 

There  are  some  people  palmed  on  the  world  presuming  on  assurance  and  impudence. 
Have  nothing  to  do  with  the  really  suspicious  character.  How  many  of  perverted 
mind  can  forego  present  gratification  ? 

Analyze,  some  people,  and  then  you  can  see  man  in  his  abject,  contemptible  deform- 
ity, when  you  see  him  in  his  peculiarity. 

No  one  should  get  himself  into  difficulties,  neither  official  nor  available.  All  prin- 
ciples teach  this.     The  highest  tuition  attainable  to  man  is  from  that  source. 

But  the  world  cannot  expect  regulated  order  all  at  once,  on  its  past  inefficient  regimes 
of  undeveloped  mind,  that  have  helped  to  enlarge  the  amount  of  felons  and  petty 
larceny  people. 

Conservative  principles  for  good,  and  penalties  for  bad  citizens,  should  be  upheld. 

Analyze  the  piracy  on  the  world,  national  and  individual,  and  it  is  enough  to  ask  for 
all  the  precaniiotis  of  mind  in  iis  deepest  thoughts  and  wisest  regulations.  See  the 
conflagrations  of  cities  by  incendiaries,  the  stealthy  murders  and  assassinations,  robbery 
and  wholesale  plonder,  the  destmction  of  Tarioos  kinds  of  property  to  obtain  the  innir* 
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There  are  millions  in  the  world,  in  whom,  though  not  essentially  worthless,  I  could 
not  possibly  have  any  confidence,  where  mind  vassalage  or  serfism  prevails. 

What  can  the  world  do  with  unprincipled  people  ?  When  we  duly  analyse  society^ 
then  we  know  our  own  comprehensive  rights  and  duty.  A  man  too  often  superficially 
regards  himself,  whereas  he  should  guard  against  the  whole  world  in  the  right  way. 

For  what  use  or  benefit  is  the  long  life  of  some  bad  people  ?  They  use  no  energy  to 
produce  capital  from  talents  or  industry,  and  are  apparently  a  dead  weight  on  society. 
Their  proceeding  reflects  on  the  nature  of  mankind,  for  want  of  intelligent  use  of  miiKl, 
and,  above  all,  want  of  gratitude  to  their  creator.  No  one  has  any  original  idea  how 
mean  man  can  be,  when  the  creature  or  (he  subject  of  a  clique,  or  peculiar  views.  The 
world  must  prepare  to  see  many  persons  in  antagonism,  not  exactly  in  the  penitentiary, 
but  competent  to  do  things  that  will  entitle  them  to  its  passport. 

The  best  is,  have  nothing  to  do  with  all  such,  as  far  as  practicable.  But  on  some 
occasions  you  may  not  help  yourself;  then  bind  such  party  by  contracts,  before  respon- 
sible, disinterested  witnesses.  At  iirst  they  are  drones,  and  then  the  curses  of  society. 
Society  should  not  be  outraged  by  the  evil  machination  of  the  bad.  The  world  sofifers 
materially.     How  can  it  counteract  them  ? 

I  have  seen  the  son  of  him  that  was  in  the  category  of  a  fraudulent  conveyer  of  pro- 
perty, perjure  himself,  swearing  deliberately  to  handwriting  that  was  not  the  one  staled. 

Can  there  be  any  principles  anywhere,  when  they  seek  to  break  up  their  friends  by 
penury,  for  securityship  which  they  advanced  to  gain  funds  for  speculation  ? 

reople  are  not  so  bad  in  the  majority  ;  but  bad  associations,  peculiar  education,  and 
social  organizations,  may  cause  deviations  from  rational  rectitude. 

Self-interest  inspires  many  tricks.  One  man  smuggles  his  property,  canses  his  chil- 
dren to  cheat  and  defraud,  and  become  perjurers  !  How  many  of  these  people  wind  up 
in  houses  of  refuge,  the  penitentiary,  and  prostitution,  all  to  end  in  a  public  charity  or 
hospital  ?     The  most  of  these  people  have  peculiar  tuition  ere  they  attain  to  their  art. 

There  are  many  things,  the  most  important  in  life,  that  we  may  never  know  of  till 
too  late.  We  can  not  have  a  rational  code  of  life,  in  all  the  essential  departments,  too 
quick. 

Can  we  bind  the  conscience  of  an  unprincipled  man  ?  We  must  keep  the  world  from 
hurting  us.     It  is  impunity  that  makes  felons  of  the  highest  classes. 

Some  are  very  bad  in  the  w6rld,  without  any  moral  culture.  The  world  mast  make 
all  due  allowance,  by  due  correction,  for  peculiar  education,  culture  and  rearing,  that 
ruin  the  most. 

This  class  is  unfortunately  abundant  in  every  circle  of  the  world.  Why  commute 
the  punishment  of  those  who  commit  deliberate  murder  1  Let  not  those  in  rich  ot  high 
circles  escape,  as  if  the  world  owed  any  thing  to  rank,  money  and  influence.  Why 
should  downright,  blood-thirsty  murderers  escape  condign  punishment?  Make  an  ex- 
ample for  the  benefit  of  society. 

What  does  not  the  world  owe  to  society  ? 

Protection  of  life,  liberty  and  happiness.  Then  do  not  violate  her  noblest  character- 
istics nor  vitiate  her  highest  purity.  There  is  much  of  low  organization  that  becomes 
nuisances  to  society,  by  perverted  state  of  character. 

The  State  should  protect  society  against  all  these  evils,  and  prevent,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, all  felonies.  Much  of  mankind  is  more  animal  than  mental,  and  will  be,  in 
action,  till  a  right  mind-culture  is  strictly  and  universally  established.  Look  at  the  per- 
jurers, in  the  court  cases. 

How  many  millions,  in  cities  and  country,  are  ready  for  bids  and  bidding  in  petty 
matters  of  daily  business  :  what  shall  be  the  estimate  of  the  many  millions  to-day  wil- 
ling to  commit  themselves  on  peculiar  faith,  the  most  dangerous  because  the  most  cor- 
rupting article  the  world  deals  in.  The  world  cannot  be  involved  deeper  than  it  is, 
except  by  deeper  ignorance  by  this  lower  deep,  in  fanaticism,  bigotry  and  superstition. 

Individual  sins  are  bad  enough  in  drunkenness,  lust,  lying  and  cheating ;  but  all  the 
imposition  of  the  world  is  mastered  by  the  preceding,  that  paves  the  way  for  the  worst 
results. 

What  seems  much  worse  than  fraudulent  conveyances  of  property,  causing  suborning 
of  witnesses,  sometimes  of  the  same  household,  as  the  son  for  the  father,  by  perjury,  &t 
acts  that  just  graze  the  penitentiary  ? 

But  how  can  the  world  make  a  brotherhood  of  such  degradedly  bad  men  ?  It  is  the 
animal,  the  hyena  untamed,  uncivilized,  that  is  thus  degraded.  Of  course,  the  full  com- 
prehension must  go  to  the  best  light,  a  rational  mind,  at  once^to  the  very  first  germs 
of  thought — ^to  all  refined  blessings  of  rational  education. 

If  the  germs  of  thought  be  perverted  by  peculiar  education,  the  deformity  is  confonii- 
able  thereto. 
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If  the  mind  be  spoiled  in  the  raising,  we  can  not  expect  the  full  value  of  niind.  There 
are  some  countries  that  are  greater  Tolcanoes  of  crimes  than  others.  AH  this  appears, 
on  full  investigation. 

Yet  you  do  not,  nor  can  you,  know  the  world  without  a  lifers  experience.  The  best 
you  can  do,  you  must  seek  the  true  analysis  of  others,  well  versed  in  world  and  mind 
science. 

But  hell  is  necessary  for  such  fellows,  that  pay  no  respect  to  the  principles  of  God, 
or  society^s  best  institutions.  Whose  fault  is  that,  afler  all  the  world^s  proscription  by 
inquisitions,  of  those  very  principles  ?  Besides,  there  is  the  penitentiary,  and  still  you 
let  them  escape.  It  is  the  fault  of  some  system,  or  its  administrators ;  if  in  the  judges 
or  juries,  then  alter,  till  mind  vanquishes  the  whole  difficulty,  which  it  will  have  to  do  to 
reach  proper  civilization. 

We  must  all  look  at  the  elements  of  vice,  as  of  cholera,  to  comprehend  the  whole  re- 
lations of  creation.  We  should  arrest  effectually  the  least  evil  productive  of  murder ; 
to  do  so,  no  clan  should  escape  with  impunity.  Without  Lynch  Law,  the  whole  com- 
munity can  unite  to  enforce  the  due  requisitions  of  wise  laws,  and  be  satisfied  with  no 
less. 

Even  the  society  of  Indians,  savages  they  are  called,  is  properly  governed  by  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  punishments.  An  Indian  may  kill,  when  rendered  drunk  by  the  vicious 
course  of  the  whites,  but  atones  for  it  when  sober.  He  feels  a  doomed  man,  and  most 
rarely  seeks  to  avoid  his  fate,  or  punishment,  rather.  Thus  let  it  be  with  all  guilty  of 
actual  murder. 

How  wantonly  rude  much  of  mankind  is !  What  do  they  care  for  the  rights,  much 
less  the  feelings,  of  the  world.  You  will  see  that  their  perverted  minds  have  not  im- 
proved their  phrenological  deficiencies,  who  have  no  suitable  equilibrium.  There  are 
some  dangerous  people  in  the  world,  a  great,  vulgar  nuisance,  drink  or  no  drink,  badly, 
miserably  misraised,  not  raised  at  all. 

When  drunk,  they  are  the  worst  fiends,  and  often  get  shot  by  their  equals  in  excite- 
ment. They  have  little  or  no  chance  shown  them,  in  a  peaceable  community.  Their 
best  defence,  as  the  best  defence  of  the  world,  is  principles  all  the  time,  not  double  bar- 
reled guns.  Such  people  have  actually  outlawed  themselves  in  society,  which  has,  in 
self-defence,  to  treat  them  as  their  demerits  require.  The  statesmen  of  the  world,  as 
well  as  parents,  will  think  of  this ;  and  the  wise  will  be  sure  to  give  all  practicable  and 
necessary  for  rational  education. 

Some  of  these  characters  would  break  up  the  fountains  and  functions  of  justice,  so 
perverted  are  their  minds.     They  have  cliques  and  clans,  even  to  perjure. 

Who  is  safe  ?  There  are  two  great  classes  by  the  organization  of  the  world  at  pre- 
sent ;  one  is  too  pure  for  corruption  of  this  character,  to  be  made  no  better  by  bibles  of 
tradition ;  while  the  other  can  be  restrained  only  by  the  strictest  powers  of  the  law,  and 
whom  nothing  but  the  penitentiary  can  keep  from  all  base  things. 

Proper  punishment  for  these  is  healthy  for  the  community.  No  society  can  exist 
without  it,  as  we  see  by  the  example  of  the  Indians,  who  punish  certainly  for  all  mur- 
ders. We  had  better  never  know  some  characters,  unless  it  be  to  know  the  deformities 
of  human  nature.  They  are  the  most  perverse  and  degraded  ;  some  who  would  ruiu 
the  world  any  way,  surely  if  they  had  a  chance,  and  they  are  of  both  sexes. 

But  let  not  this  corrupt  class  think  of  escaping,  because  there  is  no  local  hell.  They 
may  insure  a  worse  condition,  if  they  provoke  it,  till  their  purification  comes.  That 
they  may  and  do  defer,  and  may  have  to  encounter  all  the  costs,  the  wear  and  tear,  the 
remorse,  the  corroding  canker  of  a  guilty  conscience,  under  the  self-vindication  of 
principles. 

But  there  must  be  a  hell  for  the  abandoned.  Not  necessarily  a  located  hell,  as  retri- 
bution is  more  successfully  left  to  God  and  his  principles,  that  vindicate  themselves  and 
avenge  him.     The  hell  is  in  the  culprit's  own  mind,  and  that  is  too  oflen  on  this  earth. 

We  have  seen  the  worst  results  to  society  from  the  cunning  pirates  too  wary  of  the 
penitentiary.  Well  is  it  then  that  a  hell  is  not  located  in  place  aHer  man's  thoughts  and 
bible's  pretended  gospel,  but  God's  more  effectual  way,  in  the  mind.  Peculiar  faith 
cannot  fix  a  hell,  a  purgatory,  or  the  like.  Who  has  seen  in  others  retributive  justice  ? 
Let  them  take  care  it  be  not  their  state.  There  are  some  stupid  beasts,  in  man's  form, 
that  might  be  remoulded  many  times  to  reach  the  true  standard,  to  approach  God's  mag- 
nificence and  greatness.  The  misfortune  is  that  they  belong  even  too  much  to  the 
highest  circles,  and  the  world  pursues  a  mistaken  policy  in  regard  to  making  differences 
as  to  respect  of  persons,  who  violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  Why  do  republicans  act 
so  ?  Well  might  the  political  economist  ponder  as  to  the  benefits  of  this  class  to  the 
community.  They  can  arouse  up  the  lalent  energies  of  mind  and  body  of  the  public  to 
oonnteract  their  schemes. 
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There  are  some  people  so  lost  to  sense  and  modesty  of  shakne,  that  you  cannot  get 
a  hold  on  them  by  a  slight  public  opinion. 

Enlightened  public  opinion  is  one  of  the  great  conservators  of  virtue,  but  then  you 
must  have  society  in  a  conservative  condition.  Put  then  this  best  brand  of  society  on 
the  delinquent,  by  proper,  wise,  and  efficient  legislation. 

Too  much  of  the  human  life  is  so  perverted  by  corruption,  &c.,  that  man  will  say,  do, 
and  affect  any  and  everything,  as  iniimediate  self-interest  dictates. 

Chques  have  vassals  to  obey  them,  at  the  expense  of  mind  and  principles.  Has 
society  been  so  miserably  corrupted,  by  peculiar  faith  and  its  priestocracy  ?  How  is 
the  society  of  worthless  people  instituted,  but  of  dangerous  intrigue  against  jastice } 
See  its  perjury,  swindling,  and  collusions. 

How  many  are  spoilt  in  the  world  by  mixed  associations,  whose  licentiousness  out- 
rages public  morals  and  opinions  ?  Some  of  these  worthies  of  the  world  cannot  l» 
reached  by  law,  as  in  the  frontiers,  where  the  froth  of  the  people  will  work  itself  off. 
The  world  must  counteract  its  cliques  and  clans. 

How  many  of  the  world  study  secret  crimes,  and  aim  only  not  to  be  caught  in  secret 
felony.     Is  that  the  creed  of  a  corrupt  world  ? 

Keep  at  a  distance  from  any  not  possessed  of  principle,  or  keep  clear  of  any  man 
that  is  unprincipled. 

Some  people's  conduct  is  full  of  sophistry  and  corruption.  They  will  jump  over  or 
on  others*  rights,  prostrate  merit,  to  seek  popularity  of  self. 

The  concealment  of  vice  is  a  secondary  consideration  with  virtuous  wisdom,  that 
seeks  the  avoidance  of  penalties,  as  well  as  anticipate  the  whole  evUs  otherwise 
incurred. 

Place  the  vicious  in  a  state  of  passiveness,  as  in  the  penitentiary,  to  do  them  good. 
What  can  be  done  with  some  minds,  that  have  no  proper  shame  of  the  world,  but  in  the 
refuge  of  dark  retirement  ?  They  have  no  principle,  and  have  to  learn  by  the  severest 
teachings  of  experience. 

All  they  do  is  to  pirate  on  the  blessings  of  society. 
They  act  as  if  the  world  was  spoils  for  them. 

All  that  some  unprincipled  pirates  in  society  study  is  to  get  the  advantage,  get  the 
world's  money,  power,  and  influence. 

What  do  the  dishonest  care  for  public  opinion  ? 
Can  it  reach  them  in  their  circle  1 

This  is  an  important  question  about  society  in  general,  and  may  disclose  too  much  of 
the  same  quality. 

What  would  the  world  be,  but  for  the  majesty  of  government,  order,  and  good  laws, 
properly  administered  ? 

How  many  of  the  world  are  enslaved  to  the  lowest  passions,  the  lowest  staXe  of 
mind  ?     They  are  too  much  of  the  animal  to  know  or  adopt  good  advice. 

The  main  thing  is  in  the  raising.  There  is  where  so  many  minds  in  this  world  are 
ruined. 

A  man  that  has  no  respect  for  himself,  or  his  word,  has  but  little  respect  for  others, 
or  their  word.     We  lose  thousands  in  the  world's  schools :  the  world  loses  billions,  for 
want  of  rationalized  principles.    Here  reUgion  is  needed  in  rationality.    How  many  are 
the  slaves  of  habit,  custom,  and  n\oney.     How  much  is  sacrificed  to  these  gods  of  idol- 
atry.    Many  such  get  smuggled  into  good  society,  that  has  to  be  on  its  proper  guard. 
The  world  has  to  be  guarded,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  circles. 
Wliat  would  the  world  be,  without  laws,  and  their  proper  execution  ? 
If  man  or  woman  turn  loose  in  licentiousness,  they  can  out-do  all  animals,  in  that. 
The  world  suffers  awfully,  by  the  collusion  of  cliques  and  clans  for  power,  to  'shield 
vice  ;  but  when  such  has  certain  exposure,  and  no  immunity  or  impunity,  then  there  is 
the  least,  or  no  reckless  villany.     The  power  of  universal  justice  is  to  stop  tyranny, 
oppression,  usurpation,  and  monopoly. 

As  humble  and  trifling  as  each  individual  may  be  in  the  world,  still  he  fills  a  unit  in 
space  and  existence,  and  is  missed,  when  taken  away. 

What  can  the  world  think  of  the  lawless  though  law-abiding  individuals,  but  that 
they  are  worthless  ? 

There  are  some  lawless  individuals,  who  still  seek  all  the  law  provisions  and  protec- 
tions, under  the  short  mantle  that  veils  neither  motives  nor  their  dishonesty,  much  less 
the  assumed  garb  of  their  pretensions.  Their  hypocrisy  clearly  proves  what  is  their 
state  of  morals.  They  put  themselves  by  all  their  acts  beyond  reasonable  protection 
of  the  world's  esteem,  in  regard  to  public  opinion,  alienating  all  respect  in  an  enlight- 
ened community. 
In  their  families  they  are  tyrants  to  those  most  needing  protection  and  guardianship, 
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driving  them  from  home  desperate,  and  to  be  ruined  in  character,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
merciless. 

Righteous  judgments,  vindicative  of  high-souled  principles,  must  overtake  them  who 
sacrifice  the  feelings  of  victims  sufiering  in  silence,  and  keeping  the  burning  secrets 
buried. 

In  not  less  culpable  state  are  those  who  see  their  dependent  friends  in  abject  poverty, 
without  help,  almost  mocking  them,  in  their  plenty  and  abundance. 

Overreaching,  by  arbitration  of  interested  partisans  and  meanness,  will  be  attempted 
in  all  manner  of  ways. 

In  the  analysis  of  first  principles,  if  such  be  dej[Tadation  of  the  nrob-spirit,  what  must 
be  that  which  creates  and  arouses  its  causes  ?  Legislators  and  law  officers  cannot  do 
too  exactly  their  duty. 

How  senseless  the  multitude  must  feel,  that  tHey  should  be  at  warfare  about  conten- 
tious individuals,  that  have  controversies  in  politics,  about  the  stage,  and  have  seen 
the  community  get  into  a  perfect  storm,  while  the  two  disputants  cared  only  for  them- 
selves ! 

Why  not  let  the  two  individuals  decide  the  contest  for  themselves,  as  the  least  of  all 
possible  evils  ? 

If  such  proceeding  be  excited  or  headed  by  individuals  affecting  a  better  circle  of 
society,  then  a  very  signal  penalty  should  be  certainly  inflicted. 

When  the  money  power  is  prostituted  to  public  bribery,  to  excite  the  mob  spirit,  then 
the  penalty  for  felony  should  be  visited  promptly  and  adequately. 

Very  oflen,  lawless  men,  relying  on  their  cunning  and  duplicity,  adventitious  aids, 
are  made  to  feel  the  law^s  penalty,  by  imprisonment,  heavy  fines,  and  damages,  that 
they  pay. 

The  thousand  compulsory  acts  of  neighbors,  also  of  debtors,  who  force  creditors  to 
compound,  are  to  be  classed  in  the  acts  of  the  dishonest,  if  not  worthless.  So  many 
worthless  people  present  a  vast  theatre,  where  multitudes  could  be  changed  bjr  the  right 
instruction.  There  is  in  the  world  an  excess  of  coarse,  vulgar  effrontery,  that  shows 
the  worst  perversion  of  the  very  highest  evidences  of  mind.  Too  much  of  mankind, 
under  the  regime  of  such  things,  expose  their  base  ingratitude  to  the  noblest  gifts. 
Much  allowance  is  to  be  made,  by  the  perversion  of  legitimate  taste  and  refinement* 
With  such  men,  the  most  of  the  wisdom  of  the  law,  is  possession. 

While  some  friendships  cannot  be  purchased  for  any  price,  others  are  sold  too  dear 
at  any  purchase. 

The  mere  acquaintance  with  some  compromises  safety  and  prudence.  Not  that  mo- 
ney is  the  only  object  about  worthless  people,  but  the  great  object  is  to  keep  them  from 
transgressing  morals.  Give  away,  if  you  prefer  it,  all  your  possessions  to  the  most 
worthy  objects  of  benevolence,  but  let  not  such  characters  get  the  advantage  of  you. 

There  are  certain  clans,  in  all  circles,  that  will  domineer  over  the  whole,  if  the  peo- 
ple let  them ;  but  it  is  the  interest,  and  certainly  the  highest  duty,  to  unite  in  putting 
down  all  such  brutes. 

Some  people  know  nothing,  care  for  nothing,  do  nothing,  amend  nothing,  live  for 
nothing,  and  die  nothing. 

Where  is  mind?  Are  these  the  guides?  How,  or  where?  What  good  can 
they  do? 

ENLIGHTENED  PUBLIC  OPINION. 

This  is  the  representative  of  the  noblest  and  purest  sentiments,  if  in  advance  of  the 
age,  and  guardian  of  the  sublimest  public  actions,  that  lead  to  man*s  true  position.  It 
establishes  universal  principles  to  secure  the  largest  amount  of  happiness. 

It  is  the  tribunal  at  which  the  world's  good  has  the  best  audience,  and  generous 
actions  the  best  appreciation.  It  surveys  the  past  with  the  eye  of  philosophy,  the 
present  with  just  observation,  and  the  future  with  the  wisest  anticipation. 

It  brings  criticism  to  a  right  arbitrament,  the  proper  definite  views  of  reason's  guide 
and  monitor,  and  rules  out  Sie  mock  assumptions  of  custom,  and  the  false  pretences  of 
fashion. 

It  arrests  those  that  are  unable  to  supersede  by  as  good,  much  less  a  better,  mere 
radicals  or  destructives  without  the  virtue  of  conservatives,  acting  under  the  imposi- 
tion of  false  criticism,  so  oflen  foisted  with  mock  dignity  on  the  public. 

The  best  protection  of  the  world  from  mind,  is  in  an  enlightened  public  opinion.  The 
people  are  surrounded  by  supposed  evils  of  magnitude,  supreme  over  their  feeble  powers 
of  ignorance,  in  a  state  less  than  proper  cultivation  of  intellect.  To  whom  but  inter- 
eated  advisers  can  they  apply,  when  they  neglect  their  own  rightful  means  ? 
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What  cannot  unprincipled  beings  do,  with  power  ? 

What  guarantee  have  the  many  that  their  rights  are  protected,  but  through  mindt 
And  what  can  mind  do,  without  rightful  rational  culture  ? 

Unless  this  great  conservative  principle  prevails,  high  treason  is  committed,  or  the 
supreme  laws  are  circumvented  by  collusion. 

An  enlightened  public  opinion  should  speak  rightly  through  the  press,  by  joumalian, 
reviews,  and  just  criticism,  as  well  as  in  primary  assemblies  of  the  people ;  comprehend- 
ing the  world^s  relations. 

A  free  and  enlightened  press  must  be  untrammelled,  conservative  for  good,  ropellant 
of  evil,  and  competent  to  recognise  the  right,  else  the  seal  of  silence  should  be  per- 
petual 

But  few  editors  are  qualified  for  their  responsible  vocation.  Whenever  they  cater  to 
a  vitiated  and  depraved  taste,  then  public  opinion,  if  enlightened,  can  be  severe  in  dis- 
approbation. 

Organic  principles  are  to  be  duly  respected  and  evolved,  that  shall  master  the  rest, 
and  fully  command  the  minutest  points. 

The  true  science  of  the  principle  of  protection  is  for  the  ablest  minds  to  consider,  in 
the  ablest  manner. 

What  can  fortify  best  of  all,  more  than  an  enlightened  public  opinion?  The 
result  of  reflected  light  on  the  globe  from  universal  freedom,  dispenses  this  potent 
power. 

Nearly  the  people  of  every  nation,  with  any  pretension  to  civilization,  is  now  appre- 
ciating this  bright  light  With  zealous  co-operation  of  continental  union,  they  can  attain 
the  great  fundamental  truths  of  self-government,  the  noblest  of  all.  Science  may 
become  so  exact  in  all  departments,  that  the  actions  of  enlightened  mind  may  be  imi> 
versally  correspondent  on  inherent  principles.  A  proper  code  for  mind  in  all  its  social 
and  religious  principles  can  be  secured,  because  this  enlightened  state  of  things  will 
cause  their  practice,  and  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less. 

This  code  will  not  be  that  of  a  conqueror  or  civilian,  but  of  exalted  mind,  evolving 
its  practical  benefits. 

The  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  that  is  all,  embraces  a  proper  enlightened 
and  liberal  code,  that  comes  the  nearest  to  exalted  practicable  and  common  honest 
sense  purposes  of  creation. 

This  position  of  principles  goes  against  any  great  public  follies  or  vices,  threatening 
to  be  national,  as  repudiation,  disunion.  There  are  many  things  conservative  inherent 
in  government,  that  may  become  destructive,  if  not  let  alone  by  wise  legislation. 

We  need  a  general  conservatism  for  best  government  of  the  world.  If  the  peo^e  be 
right  on  principle,  and  intelligent  to  keep  so,  the  government  partakes  of  their  character, 
and  must  be  right,  without  corrupting  tendencies  any  way. 

An  enlightened  public  mind  will  see  that  there  can  be  no  legitimate  union  of  powers, 
as  of  church,  banks,  working-power  or  aristocracy,  with  the  state.  The  world  haa  to 
deplore  their  corruptions  in  the  social  circles  of  nations,  otherwise  the  freest. 

Without  equitable  principles,  the  world  dashes  in  the  peace  of  families,  mnch  less  in 
the  polities  of  nations. 

No  republican  action  can  ever  be  confined  to  mere  names  and  party,  but  on  honest 
common  sense  principles,  that  take  away  the  causes  for  the  world^s  antagonism. 

Any  proper  sacrifice  of  property  must  be  sustained,  that  repudiation  of  the  state  be 
prevented  by  wise  legislation,  that  should  never  involve  the  public  credit  at  first  in  inex- 
tricable debts. 

The  great  benefit  of  enlightened  public  opinion  is  to  comprehend  the  remotest  rela- 
tions, to  establish  the  most  efilcient  promotion  of  the  best,  and  the  most  potent  connter* 
action  of  the  worst  efifects. 

The  great  question  of  the  world  is,  to  escape  the  selfish  and  brutal  tyranny  of  benighted 
oppression  in  all  its  bearings.  We  need  previous  instructions  by  a  code  from  the 
supreme  court  in  legal  wisdom,  that  will  teach  the  highest  practical  lessons  to  mind.  It 
takes  the  soundest  mind  to  appreciate,  and  virtuous  characters  to  prevent,  with  proper 
independence,  the  world^s  malign  influence. 

Whilst  rational  mind  should  contribute  its  greatest  good  to,  it  must  be  protected 
against  the  worst  evils  of  the  world.  What  punishment  is  worse  than  a  just,  enlight- 
ened public  opinion,  that  forces  any  culprit  in  the  community  to  hang  his  head,  and  retire 
from  its  just  frowns  ? 

The  guilty  may  undertake  to  deny,  but  under  the  cognizance  of  its  facts  clearly 
proved,  the  efifect  is  withering  and  lowering,  and  the  culprit  cannot  dare  face  its  just 
indignation.  Its  judgment,  as  righteous,  is  forever  without  appeal ;  and  reformation  is 
best  for  such  a  doomed  character. 
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Such  never  permits  the  evils  of  cormpt  legislation,  but  wisely  provides  constitutional 
and  organic  protection. 

Even  enlightened  public  opinion  is  such,  that  the  working-peopled  of  London  have 
rebuked  the  butcheries  of  despotic  monarchs,  and  reflected  back  the  rights  of  mind. 

As  to  this  thing  of  public  opinion,  does  it  reach  near  all  the  world,  part  of  which  as 
yet  defies  it,  or  is  below  it?  There  is  yet  such  a  morbid  state  from  sophistry  in  high 
places,  that  the  world^s  opinion  is  not  right  by  a  great  deal. 

No  tradition  of  past  ages,  nor  any  authority  of  any  age  is  needed,  after  mastering  the 
correct  principles  of  reason,  to  tell  us  our  duty  as  to  omission  or  commission.  Neither 
priests,  preachers,  nor  clergy,  assisting  the  autocrats,  monarchs,  and  absolutists,  of  all 
governments,  who  have  enslaved  mind,  can  direct  or  mould  public  sentiment  when 
enlightened. 

The  highest  authority  of  all  doctrines,  a  cultivated  'and  virtuous  intellect,  has  ever 
proclaimed  and  studiously  so,  by  conscience,  aU  that  is  necessary  to  the  world  in  the 
boldest  characteristics.  Thanks  to  the  Eternal  Supreme,  our  God-given  mind  is 
always  with  us,  or  under  the  mind*s  guardianship,  when  mind  is  rational,  and  govern- 
ment in  abeyance  thereto. 

We  may  never  know  any  monitor  better,  for  God  enlightens  and  addresses  it  with  all 
necessary  inspiration  of  reason,  wisdom  and  knowledge. 

We  are  not  only  led  by  the  force  of  all  such  to  estimate  such  momentous  decrees,  but 
we  are  also  incited  to  regard  all  the  higher  attributes  of  man's  nature. 

The  fear  of  exposure  in  reputation  and  all  consequent  penalties,  restrains  much  of 
society  otherwise  reckless  of  principles.  There  are  many  noxious  public  evils  and  inju- 
ries that  the  world  or  national  morals  must  properly  meet,  that  must  be  recognised 
through  an  enlightened  public  conservative  opinion.  There  are  many  dangerous  writers, 
who  seek  to  corrupt  and  are  only  to  be  punished  this  way.  Wise  legislation  should  be 
invoked,  in  this  whole  department  of  public  national  morals. 

The  sights  of  improper  pictures,  are  highly  reprehensible.  What  shall  the  conserva- 
tive part  of  mankind  do,  to  h%  best  protected  from  the  degraded,  worthless,  unprincipled 
components  of  society  ?  We  must  institute  the  whole  comprehension  of  principles  to 
embrace  the  world. 

Those  false  to  society,  are  to  be  strictly,  firmly  and  consistently  dealt  with,  else 
Lynch  law,  another  evil  of  immense  magnitude  and  demoralization,  may  arise. 

There  should  be  a  proper  surveillance  of  people^s  employment,  especially  in  cities. 

Hold  public  officials  responsible  to  the  audition  of  their  accounts.  There  should  be 
no  control  of  prices  by  cliques,  the  money  market,  &c. 

Proper  competition  in  principles  fix  life  for  the  world,  |ind  all  proper  developments. 
Do  not  let  labor  be  degraded,  but  always  elevated.  Monotheism  requires  of  all  appro- 
priate honest  labor,  for  vital  maturity  with  vigor,  to  do  fall  justice  to  all  the  functione 
of  man. 

THE  PARAMOUNT  RIGHTS  OF  SOCIETY. 

All  its  enlightened  and  honorable  governments  essential  and  necessary  to  its  ezis* 
tence,  must  rest  on  constitutional  popular  basis,  and  universal  fundamental  principles  to 
be  conservative  and  permanent. 

The  paramount  obligations  of  society,  demand  this  inalienable  and  invaluable  position* 
An  enlightened  public  opinion  is  its  best  tribunal,  and  the  very  soul  of  the  existence  of 
invaluable  society. 

All  else,  sooner  or  later,  will  be  scattered  from  its  inherent  elements  of  destruction, 
into  fragments. 

Past  history  tells  the  tale  of  formidable  empires,  powerful  in  the  hosts  of  embattled 
men  by  land  and  ocean,  but  their  unprincipled  influence  yields  to  pre-eminence  of  mind 
devoted  to  the  world^s  good,  not  its  destruction  and  conquest  attained  at  the  cost  of 
barbarism. 

The  vital  interest  of  the  world,  demands  the  full  satisfaction  of  these  rights,  when 
fully  prepared  for  their  enjoyment.  It  is  mind  raised  to  the  capacity  of  mind^s  soul, 
that  best  secures  it.  All  violence  in  such  society  is  nugatory  and  hurtful  to  its  good, 
as  the  law-abiding,  order-loving  government  supporting  virtue,  is  sufficient  to  shield  the 
world. 

The  predominance  of  vice,  prevents  the  realization  of  this  important  constituent  of 
man^s  happiness. 

The  very  existence  of  enlightened  public  virtue,  constitutes  a  guardian  that  repels  a 
thousand  evils,  creates  a  negative  and  a  veto  to  the  worst  of  crimes. 

It  is  the  safest  element  of  nations*  greatness  and  vitality,  and  gives  that  durability  to 
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theii  existence,  that  is  self-elevated  and  most  self-sustaining.  The  protection  of  min's 
rights  includes  the  social  duties,  and  embraces  the  highest  evidences  of  rational  doties 
to  the  creator.  The  proper  foundations  of  laws,  cause  them  to  be  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons violating  them,  who  should  not  escape  their  penalties,  nor  corrupt  their  execution. 

The  voice  of  the  mere  politician,  must  be  sunk  in  the  invaluable  one  of  the  statesman 
and  patriot.  All  else  are  its  substitutes  for  time,  and  cannot  permanently  saperaede 
the  world^s  imperial  wants,  without  subterfuge  and  bad  faith. 

Such  principles  contended  for,  will  promote  the  union  of  clashing  interests,  that  should 
be  compromised  correctly  to  be  permanently  directed  to  the  good  of  all. 

All  must  seek  that,  which  shows  the  loftiest  legitimate  freedom.  Society  must  res- 
pect self-preservation. 

It  has  to  use  penitentiaries,  the  least  evil  for  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number, 
which  should  embrace  the  rarest  and  most  profitable  trades  and  employments,  to  least 
affect  the  good  of  the  community,  and  less  curtail  the  vital  existence  of  the  instxtuticn 
to  be  supported  from  the  products  of  its  own  industry,  independent  of  state  taxes. 

^his  system  of  labor  and  punishment  protects  the  people,  and  supersedes  the  most  of 
even  capital  punishment.  Discipline  has  to  be  preserved  even  with  the  best,  else  a  de- 
generacy. Society  may  yet  be  so  constituted  as  to  found  systems  of  rewards,  to  be  so 
graduated,  that  moral  delinquents  should  receive  the  least  possible,  for  human  existence. 
The  culprit  of  the  penitentiary,  for  the  time  of  confinement,  is  degraded  from  participa> 
tion  in  the  universal  enjoyment  of  liberty.  Whipping  and  branding  kill  up  the  sensi- 
bilities, and  crush  the  spirit,  therefore  they  should  never  be  used  but  in  the  very  last 
resort.  As  relics  of  barbarism,  let  them  be  superseded  by  nobler  means.  Too  many 
efforts  are  made  in  this  world,  to  crush  the  helpless.  Most  that  is  done,  ought  to  be 
done  to  exalt,  and  nojt  make  people  sensible  of  demerits. 

There  are  thousands  of  antagonisms  in  life,  that  can  be  illustriously  diffused  if  mind 
act  rightly. 

Too  ofien  is  it  the  case,  that  those  having  power,  seek  to  throw  others  under  obliga- 
tions, when  they  are  only  equals  if  more  than  debtors  themselves. 

When  the  glorious  era  of  limit  to  peculiar  education  and  its  odious  obliquities  shaU  be 
established,  and  mind^s  peculiar  perversions  directed  to  their  legitimate  channel  by  all 
the  noblest  influences  of  its  highest  rationality,  then  the  world  may  expect  to  see  penal- 
ties substituted  by  rewards,  and  a  happier  state  of  human  existence  shall  be  announced. 

What  rational  mind  is  capable  of  individually,  may  be  anticipated  to  a  great  extent  in 
mass,. under  the  most  favorable  influences  invoked. 

The  world  then  is  bound  to  elicit  all  the  available  means. 

To  reach  the  noblest  impulses  of  conscience,  mind  must  be  elaborated  into  its  best  and 
roost  favorable  rationality.  Are  you  in  want  ?  Work,  labor.  But  there  is  the  difficalty. 
Who  can  always  command  the  appropriate  employment  ?  The  pubUc,  statesmanship, 
must  provide  for  all  this. 

The  position  in  the  world  with  plenty  of  valuable  business  to  do,  is  indeed  great. 

Let  society  have  bankrupt  laws  to  defeat  the  corrupt  or  weak  squandering  of  the 
debtor,  to  do  justice  to  all.  Something  has  to  be  done,  as  the  very  first  principles  of 
society  are  most  awfully  violated,  as  by  murders  now  constantly  being  enacted  by  the 
world,  individually  and  nationally. 

The  whole  world  has  to  do  something,  the  best  under  all  its  circumstances,  commen- 
sarately  with  mind  and  soul's  religion. 

HUMANITY. 

This  noble  quality  of  mortals  is  the  qualified  claimant  for  Deity's  mercy  and  justice, 
and  bespeaks  man's  highest  tribute  and  his  most  grateful  returns  in  his  circle  of  civi- 
lizatiop. 

It  is  profitable  for  the  soul,  as  a  treasure  ever  equal  to  all  the  drafls,  and  it  is  the 
redeeming  quality  of  its  many  errors.  It  surveys  the  past  for  wise  correction,  the 
present  for  happy  enjoyment  and  tranquillity,  and  the  future  for  soundest  hopes. 

Man  or  beast  is  safe  under  its  protection  ;  the  tender  infant  smiles  in  its  sunshine,  and 
old  age  is  happy  in  its  prospects.  The  longest  practicable  life  and  a  pleasant  one,  is 
its  possessions.  The  slave  becomes  cheerful  and  acquiesces  in  his  lot,  and  adds  proper 
sources  of  profit,  to  those  that  claim  them.  Proper  treatment  of  brute  beasts  and 
animals  tell,  that  become  comely  in  its  sight  under  its  superior  superintendence  when 
practicable,  and  proclaim  that  cruelty  is  folly  and  wasteful  false  economy. 

Excess  of  labor  for  ordinary  purposes  is  not  in  its  philosophy,  as  excess  of  gains  if 
ruled  out  of  its  administration  on  that  ground.     Overworking,  as  overcropping,  is  un» 
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wise,  as  its  results  are  inhumane,  and  necessarily  injurious.  Humanity,  the  interest 
of  all,  is  united  to  practical  wisdom. 

It  is  a  physiological  fact,  that  excessive  labor  and  exercise  will  stiffen  up  animal  fibre 
of  all  kinds,  and  induce  premature  decay  and  injury. 

It  ia  told  me  by  intelligent  acquaintances  that  you  may  run  a  fox  by  hounds,  till  the 
animal  is  stiffened  to  death  by  the  excess  of  fatigue. 

A  morbid  excessive  secretion  from  all  the  joints  is  poured  out,  beyond  tolerance  or 
healthy  action.  Hence  it  is  that  persons  unduly  exposed  and  overworked,  are  lost 
irrecoverably  before  a  ripe  old  age. 

The  influence  of  severe  climates  and  undue  exposure,  render  healthy  persons  sickly, 
and  prematurely  destroy  them.  Humanity  is  then  the  better  part  of  discretion,  and 
saves  many  per  cent,  in  the  main  to  all  concerned. 

There  should  be  little  or  no  night  labor  for  day  laborers  in  appropriate  latitudes,  or 
not  more  than  ten  hours  taken  in  all  the  twenty-four. 

That  labor  should  be  temperate,  gentle,  and  such  that  the  party  can  be  well  sustained 
under  its  performance. 

Let  no  inhuman  task-master  presume  to  exceed  this,  at  his  peril.  If  he  violate  the 
laws  of  humanity,  it  will  be  avenged  on  him  many  fold. 

Let  those  in  power  observe  the  proper  rules  for  rest,  and  let  a  wise  philosophy  direct 
its  whole  suspension  at  least  one  day  in  seven,  for  soul  of  man,  and  body  of  laborers 
and  beasts,  that  ail  may  be  well  with  them  and  duly  prosper  under  the  best  security  for 
universal  prosperity. 

Let  wise  legislation  give  due  observance  to  all  such  essentials,  and  enforce  the  best 
regulations. 

If  humanity  preside  with  real  character  over  all  governments,  mankind  will  take  due 
care  and  protection  of  all  servants  and  animals  under  their  charge. 

Animals  should  not  be  owned,  without  the  capacity  of  the  owner  to  do  justice  to 
them. 

They  should  not  be  driven  unnecessarDy  on  the  Sabbath  or  by  night,  nor  exposed  to 
injury,  poverty,  chilling  falling  weather  and  piercing  cold,  or  suffocating  heat.  The 
horse  quickly  shows  his  treatment.     If  bad,  it  is  cruel. 

The  iron  horse  of  railroads,  the  work  of  mind,  has  well  supplanted  the  hard-used 
stage  horse,  that  did  not  live  half  his  days. 

As  science  improves  mind,  the  last  must  necessarily  become  more  humane.  This  is 
well  illustrated  in  regard  to  the  best  treatment  of  all  kinds  of  stock,  that  become  better 
and  more  profitable  on  improved  husbandry.  Pedigree  and  good  rearing  or  breeding, 
are  important  combinations. 

What  has  not  humane  science  done  for  this  whole  department  ?  By  recent  distin- 
guished discoveries  the  best  result  of  the  labor  of  the  bees  is  obtained  in  glass-houses, 
of  the  purest  honey  without  the  death  of  a  single  bee. 

When  mind  thus  throws  its  humane  protection  over  the  parts  of  creation  subject  to 
its  rule,  imparting  a  reciprocal  agency,  then  the  legitimate  results  are  secured  for  the 
good  of  all. 

In  regard  to  laborers,  whether  in  servitude  or  anyways  allied  to  it  by  hire  or  wages, 
the  wisest  counsel  to  each,  according  to  his  or  her  mind,  will  be  decidedly  the  most 
humane. 

Do  not  in  this  particular  err ;  you  may  estimate  too  oflen  the  character  of  others' 
minds  by  your  own.  This  is  .not  altogether  right,  as  you  must  not  take  any  such  thing 
for  granted  at  all,  since  some  minds  are  not  enlightened  by  the  proper  mental  light,  yet 
therein  is  written  a  receptacle  for  light.  Do  not  disregard  the  elements  that  merely 
require  the  proper  evolution. 

Yes,  counsel  all  those  that  work  for  you  when  expedient,  as  it  will  be  better  than 
corporeal  chastisement  if  available,  that  too  often  is  equivocal  in  its  pretensions. 

If  you  can  treat  all  as  rational  beings,  how  much  better  will  it  redound  to  your  good, 
and  reflect  the  noble  capacity  of  your  intellect,  the  refined  action  of  your  benignant 
mind. 

Recollect  you  the  old  arbitrary  mode  of  government,  that  applied  to  nations  and 
individuals  ?    Was  that  wise  or  profitable  in  the  end  ? 

Punishment  and  penalty  can  be  superseded,  by  reward  and  reasonable  treatment 
Public  enlightened  opinion  has  now  obtained  that  the  sailors  of  the  United  Sates  navy 
shall  be  treated  more  like  rational  beings. 

The  world  ^ould  seek  the  abolition  of  flogging  and  spirit  rations,  in  the  navy,  army 
and  fdl  departments.  Flogging  in  our  navy  has  been  abolished  by  act  of  Congress, 
except  as  to  any  decision  of  a  court-martial.  The  brutality  in  the  naval  and  muitajry 
aerrioe  has  been  deplored,  as  one  of  the  evils  of  social  organization. 
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Humanity  calls  for  the  counteraction  of  the  tyrannies  of  pedagogues  and  orerseers, 
superintendents,  dynasties  of  foolish,  cruel  ana  corrupt  people  of  either  sex  assuming 
dictation. 

How  repose  humanity  and  moderation,  with  the  corruptions  of  mona^hy  and  des- 
potism of  church  and  state  ?  Freedom  elevates  and  devotes  the  human  character. 
Humanity  must  be  protected  in  all  her  empire  over  the  world ;  while  no  subject  is  too 
humble,  none  are  too  high  to  be  exempt  from  her  benefit.  The  most  humane  are  the 
wisest  on  earth. 

He  who  acts  by  another's  severity  or  inhumanity,  does  the  act  himself.  This  prin- 
ciple holds  good,  as  all  principles,  universally. 

Where  can  mankind  go  amiss  in  this  world  for  the  objects  of  humanity,  the  true  test 
and  standard  of  enlarged  humanity  ?  We  should  not  only  use  no  wanton  cruelty  or 
destruction  in  life,  but  omit  no  rational  opportunity  of  affording  relief  to  prevent  it,  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word.  This  shows  refinement,  courtesy,  humanity,  and  civiliza- 
tion. Under  the  auspices  of  humanity,  the  gentleman  has  all  that  religion  can  do 
for  him. 

A  true  gentleman  respects  all  others :  the  rights  of  the  absent  stranger,  as  of  the 
present  citizen. 

Among  its  greatest  blessings,  are  her  wisest  tuitions  of  duty  and  justice  to  the  living, 
and  due  respect  to  the  burial  of  the  dead. 

It  has  devolved  upon  mind's  reaction  to  cause  the  beauty  and  strength  of  mind  to  be 
seen  and  felt  by  the  world,  the  beneficiary,  in  every  department  of  life. 

The  true  act  of  government  will  advance  mind  to  the  capacity  of  happiness,  not 

'  leave  it  in  the  degradation  of  punishment — never !     But  will  the  facts  of  the  case, 

after  all,  justify  any  sentimentality  that  is  not  strictly  utilitarian  ?    It  might  seem  very 

questionable,  whether  duty  of  sailors  can  be  adequately  secured  without  corporeal 

compulsion,  but  the  main  question  of  rational  mind  has  not  been  touched  yet. 

The  highest  order  of  humanity  is  that  of  right  action  of  mind,  to  give  the  proper 
employment  of  time,  and  not  devoting  working  people  in  useless,  profitless,  and  injurious 
employments,  that  not  only  keep  persons  on  the  stretch  all  the  time,  but  expose  them 
thereby,  killing  them  up  finally. 

Humanity  and  courtesy  are  dictated  as  one  of  the  best  policies  of  the  whole  worid, 
in  all  climates. 

Animals  have  not  the  same  chance  as  people.  If  their  mute  signs  were  attended  to 
days  before  the  last  stages,  generally  the  first  recognised,  the  cases  would  not  be  so 
fiital  from  this  and  other  deep-seated  congestions  and  inflammations. 

Where  is  it  that  humanity  and  mind  do  not  apply  in  this  wide-world  theatre  1 

A  man  should  seek  no  more  in  his  household  than  he  can  provide  for  with  proper 
humanity. 

The  wretch,  clothed  in  little  brief  authority,  absurdly  expects  immunity  in  all  his 
unjust  and  reproachful  deeds.  But  he  miscalculates,  without  rationality.  If  he  permit 
his  ungovernable  passions  to  play  the  fiend,  he  is  their  victim.  Short-sighted  revenge 
recoils  most  powerfully.  Barbarous  treatment  may  excite  the  deepest  infliction  of 
injuries  of  the  injured,  who  may  invoke  all  the  deadly  potency  of  the  elements  on  the 
injurer,  who  too  often  finds  in  a  few  moments  the  work  ol*  a  year  destroyed  by  the  fire 
of  the  incendiaries.  What  peaceful  emotions  are  excited  by  a  just  and  enlightened 
humanity,  that  comprehends  all  the  world-relations  in  its  religious  benevolence,  and 
that  long  before  the  death-bed  scene.  Does  your  mind  seek  to  tempt?  Avoid  all  tluit 
as  the  worst  taste,  the  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  humanity.  What  a  sacred 
thing  is  feeling :  the  avenger  has  an  avenging.  Do  not  be  inhumane ;  it  is  not  good 
for  all  reasons.  Do  not  presume  on  impunity,  when  you  have  principle  that  aven^-s 
God,  as  by  especial  providence ;  God  himself  has  universal,  almighty  providence.  Do 
not  push  inhumanity  to  that  tension,  to  test  the  full  strength  of  the  camel's  back,  by 
breaking  it.  As  to  brief  authority,  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  any  abuse.  Inhumanity 
will  not  do,  it  ruins  the  world. 

Let  the  mind,  most  rational,  rejoice  that  it  knows  and  appreciates  humanity  and  its 
principles. 

Does  the  world  recognise  the  worth  of  amiable  mind,  gentle  sensibility,  the  loveli- 
ness of  humanity  most  rational  ? 

SCIENCE. 

The  world  is  assumed,  by  superficial  minds,  to  be  not  only  no  better,  but  worse  than 
that  of  the  ancients. 
Then  there  is  less  science  and  more  ignorance  in  general,  that  produce  greater 
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erroTB,  the  very  reverse  of  fixed  facts.  What  assurance  and  impudence,  nonsense  and 
ignorance,  are  expressed  in  the  assertion  of  the  world^s  present  stage  being  worse  thaa 
the  former. 

Mind  is  so  constituted,  that  its  dignity  and  character  rise  proportionately  to  its  intel- 
ligence diffusion. 

The  constitution  of  the  world's  relations  is  predicated  by  the  Almighty,  to  the  exalta- 
tion of  the  world's  benefit,  when  mind,  rightly  directed,  rules. 

See  in  past  ages  what  advantages  were  taken  of  mind,  ignorant,  or  knowing  bnt 
little. 

Those  ageff  did  not  prosper,  and  were  amenable  to  grave  and  serious  charges,  of 
mind's  perversions  and  consequent  tyranny.  ^ 

Then  flourished  most  all  the  juggleries  of  hand  and  mind,  through  necromancy, 
divination,  oracles — all  the  psychology  that  imposition  could  effect  for  its  sinister 
puiposes. 

Then  were  the  days  of  contingency ;  but  now  mind,  as  in  everything,  must  be  man's 
protection,  and  necessarily  produces  more  uniform  results,  the  more  science  directs  it 
This  is  conspicuously  so  in  the  ennobling  qualities  of  mind,  through  all  the  departments 
of  philosophy,  and  ail  the  permanent  mementos  of  wisdom,  up  to  its  highest  and  most 
refined  rationality. 

The  world  to-day  is  incomprehensibly  advanced  in  the  blessings  of  civilization, 
relatively  to  the  predominance  of  mind's  freedom,  and  light,  as  mind's  best  developments 
are  now; 

Mind  is  now  towering  in  the  science  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  navigation, 
mining,  fishing,  and  commerce,  and  causes  the  world  to  delight  in  its  existence. 

Now  famine  is  rarely  general  in  the  staple  productions  of  grain  and  rice,  that  are 
adequately  supplied  for  the  world's  demands,  and  wisely  diffused  by  a  world-wide 
commerce. 

The  one  article  of  cotton  clothing  furnishes  the  most  triumphant  pleasures  of  a 
civilizing  process  to  the  world,  while  other  staples,  as  sugars,  enrich  life's  choicest 
viands. 

The  ignorant  state  of  mind,  that  was  necessarily  perverted,  made  commerce  at  one 
time  piratical. 

The  migration  of  people  was  on  the  very  basis  of  piracy.  But  now  science  and 
philosophy  interpose  their  benignant  aid,  and  proclaim  that  the  world  is  one  mighty 
aniveraod  brotherhood,  not  to  be  hostilely  alienated  by  race,  national  interests  or  bigotry, 
but  united  by  all  the  conservation  of  rational  religion. 

Science  will  establish  the  most  enlarged  and  liberal  policy  of  principles,  that  rears 
and  rewards  men  of  genius,  mind  and  worth,  to  their  greatest  expansion. 

Give  them  only  truthful  principles,  the  free  play  of  genius ;  exercise  to  invent,  but 
counteract  counterfeits. 

AN  ALMIGHTY. 

pRoviDBNCi  has  amply  met  all  the  demands  of  the  mighty  increase  of  the  human 
race  as  none  other  could  meet  it,  that  has  to  institute  all  the  agency  of  science  taught 
to  mind  by  improved  means  of  securing  food,  &c. 

The  continents  and  oceans  are  yielding  their  mighty  treasures,  and  acknowledging 
the  triumphant  power  of  enlightened  mind ! 

Now  steamers  regularly  ply  over  the  mightiest  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Oceans  with 
expeditious  regularity  and  exact  precision,  triumphing  over  the  roost  appalling  difficul- 
ties, where  naught  but  dangers  and  impossibilities  to  all  other  powers  but  mind 
prevailed. 

Yet  much  of  the  world  is  in  dark  ignorance,  never  to  be  recovered  from  but  by  the 
genius  of  mind  that  speaks,  and  the  power  of  reason  that  acts. 

The  world  must  be  redeemed  and  disenthralled  by  the  inspirations  of  genius,  the 
revelations  of  mind,  and  the  prophecies  of  time. 

Science  has  to  conduct  mind  to  principles,  the  universe  problem  solution. 

The  sacred  temple  of  science  is  best  protected  by  constitutional  rights ;  its  progress 
best  advanced  by  customs  accredited  by  philosophy,  its  scope  must  be  free  as  the  air 
we  breathe,  and  its  benefits  must  be  held  as  sacred  as  the  mind  freemen  exercise. 
Time  and  mind  are  to  reveal,  through  science,  the  solution  of  the  balance. 

Proper  committees  might  be  formed  by  the  people  to  adequately  aid  genius  and  pro- 
mote its  rightful  advancement. 

The  difficulty  is  oflen  not  in  the  incipient  discovery,  but  in  the  felon  opposition  of 
unprincipled  monopolies. 
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No  disciples  of  philosophical  science  can  be  sUenced  by  the  world,  howerer  fbej 
may  be  hated  by  the  disciples  of  false  sectarian  dogmas  and  usurpations. 

The  diffusion  of  science  and  knowledge  is  the  spread  of  principles.  AVhat  is  scieoce 
not  evolring? 

She  now  commands  the  elements,  where  once  ignorance  presumed  not  to  go«  She  is 
fast  advancing  in  the  solution  of  the  world-problems,  the  very  thing  that  mind  bad  to 
do  to  reach  the  noble  standard  of  reason,  and  comprehend  its  vital  purpose. 

In  agriculture,  she  teaches  the  world  its  treasures,  that  exceed  all  the  magnificence 
of  martial  conquests.  She  teaches  subsoil  ploughing  to  reach  new  materials  expedient 
for  the  soil,  and  to  fertilize,  by  retarning  to  the  soil  dirough  appropriate  manures,  much 
that  will  renew  the  strength  and  productive  resuscitation.  Mind  is  conservative  in  the 
exhaustion  of  ihe  soil,  to  afford  improvement  therefor. 

Opposition  to  science  can  only  be  unprincipled  from  base  ignorance  or  self-interesi, 
and  thereby  puts  all  such  advocates  in  false  positions  ;  that  is,  all  opposition  to  scieoc^ 
and  philosophy  results  from  unprincipled  demagogues,  who  act  basely  for  their  own 
profits  and  pretensions.  The  true  interests  of  the  world  are  identified  with  science, 
and  can  present  no  conflict.  When  there  is  especially  presented  any  appearance,  the 
cause  is  to  be  regarded  as  presented  by  those  adverse  to  bolh. 

Preconceived  notions  and  opinions,  prejudices  and  peculiar  faiths,  rear  their  miser- 
able conflicts.  The  wise  of  the  world  should  know  all  this,  to  appreciate  the  whole 
comprehenuon. 

Hail,  glorious  science  !  that  explodes  all  the  world-humbugs  of  superstition,,  and  dis- 
plays all  the  pretended  gods  of  the  world  in  all  ages,  and  all  their  worshippers,  ms 
degraded  impositions. 

The  great  advantages  of  science  in  all  its  departments,  as  by  conunerce,  will  make 
a  universal  brotherhcMd,  skilled  in  philosophy,  dignified  in  mind,  «nd  faithful  by  virtue. 

What  is  science  not  doing  now  in  the  legitimate  scope  of  mind  ?  She  is  literallj 
mastering  the  potent  elements,  that  otherwise  would  overwhelm  mind. 

Science  will  disrobe  hypocrisy  of  its  pretensions,  exciting  the  world  about  science, 
that  is  supposed  to  clash  with  its  self-interests  in  peculiar  faith. 

Who  can  wonder  that  peculiar  faith  and  science  should  clash,  when  the  last  is  the 
only  principle  ?  What  then  remains  to  be  done  by  the  world  ?  To  be  done  with  pecu- 
liar faith,  for  science  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  Science  is  indispensable  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  world,  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  mind. 

The  great  object  is  to  separate  science  from  humbug,  that  has  been  practiced  beyond 
appreciation  by  one  part  of  the  w^rkl  on  the  other,  as  if  there  was  one  vast  conspiracy 
with  but  littie  exception. 

To  begin  then,  we  must  first  exclude  the  ancient  mother  of  humbugs^  peculiar  laith. 
It  takes  all  the  science  that  mind  can  master  to  read  creation  right,  to  which  all  laliooal 
education  must  best  contribute  her  quota. 

See  the  mighty  mineral  deposits,  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  Can  any  thing  less 
than  science  unfold  their  treasures,  or  rightly  employ  them  ?  What  exhaustless  sea- 
wealth  funds !  Are  they  yet  developed  ?  Cau  we  estimate  aright  all  the  advantages 
of  the  oceans,  that  modify  the  temperature  of  the  earth,  suitafa£»  for  all  seasons,  that 
bear  aloft  on  their  bosoms  mind's  exhaustless  wealth,  or  that  yield  their  own  1 

Science  now  excludes  most  of  life's  contingences  practicable.  What  a  triumph  of 
mind  I  It  is  the  great  conservative,  in  eliciting  the  exhaustless  means  of  industrial  la- 
bor to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  world's  community,  until  universal  princi|4es  arc 
established  that  will  be  conservative. 

Do  any  pretend  to  say  that  science  and  philosophy  can  not  conduct  theniJ)est  throagk 
lifetoGodl 

Science  enriches  the  mind  and  civilizes  the  soul  of  man.  Bibles  of  tradition  expresf 
false  theories  and  delusions  of  that  thing  called  faith,  but  science  evolves  correct  thoughts 
of  mind. 

Science  was  meagrely  developed  in  the  age  of  bible  writers,  consequently  they  wer? 
actually  less  inspired  than  the  monderns.  She  truly  inspires  the  nund  with  faiUi,  causes 
fanaticism  to  doff  her  monstrous  delusions  and  vassalage,  making  known  all  facts  in 
time. 

All  Revelation,  to  be  true,  must  agree  with  science,  which  is  the  life  picture  of  natu- 
lal  facts. 

The  scriptares  retarded  the  advance  of  astronomy,  and  are  in  eonfiict  with  scieace. 

What,  better  than  science,  can  expose  the  prophecies  pretended  of  any  age  of  the 

world  ?    The  days  of  ignorance  are  necessarily  those  of  miracles.    The  condition  of 

the  wozM,  arising  by  intrinsic  capacity  of  philosophical  science,  is  the  best  that  God 

-Ivances.    lU  beauty  will  be  embellished  and  its  riches  evolved  in  the  progress  of 
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mind.  In  the  infancy  of  science,  defects  of  agricultural  and  commercial,  all  science, 
"were  more  frequent,  and  gave  relative  injuries  by  famine,  want  and  suffering. 

What  would  Ireland  have  done,  in  the  last  few  years,  during  her  potato  rot,  but  for 
the  aid  of  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  j^e  noble  contributions  of  sympathizing  mind  ? 
What  redress  could  peculiar  faith  bring,  m  such  a  dilemma  ?  Among  industrial  pur- 
suits, if  agriculture,  the  lever  of  life,  perish,  all  perish.  Science  cherishes  it.  Analysis, 
knowledge,  science,  and  wisdom,  exalt  man  to  his  mental  dignity  of  character. 

As  science  has  only  partially  advanced  in  some  respects,  mind  unquestionably  has  to 
exert  itself,  to  secure  the  desired  triumph  for  safety,  as  in  regard  to  the  present  man- 
agement of  steam,  that  requires  the  best  prudence  which  is  man's  providence. 

How  far  does  the  present  age,  by  its  circle  of  science,  excel  the  past,  by  the  refine- 
ments of  its  philosophy  and  the  philosophy  of  its  world  protection  ? 

The  world  is  indebted  to  science,  in  ail  her  departments,  whether  on  land  or  ocean. 
Let  there  be  no  coniingences  for  exact  science. 

Ignorance  oppresses  and  enslaves  the  world,  and  part  of  the  world  takes  advantage 
of  the  other  part. 

Why  and  how  is  this  ?  What  is  to  prevent  all  this  1  Science.  What  kind  ?  AU 
that  is  fully  comprehensive.  Ignorance  is  the  food  that  the  world  miracles  thrive  on. 
Science  proves  this,  and  obviates  ic 

Independence  of  mind  has  to  be  judged  by  science,  that  discloses,  every  day,  more 
and  more  the  supreme  greatness  of  Deity.  She  is  the  true  preacher  that  will  con- 
vert the  infidelity  of  the  bible  people,  by  the  intellectual  analysis  that  dignifies  man's 
state.  Without  her,  what  is  the  civilization  of  the  world  ?  The  moral  must  advance 
with  the  scientific,  as  will  be  necessarily  the  case  on  rational  organization  of  society. 

Science  has  enabled  the  world  to  reach  a  high  elevation  of  intellectual  benefit,  and 
gives  her  choice  in  the  selection  of  patent  gifts  of  nature.  Hers  is  the  highway,  on 
ocean  or  land. 

We  can  only  read  nature  through  philosophical  science,  not  by  the  trammels  of  the 
schools,  but  by  the  acquisitions  and  facilities  of  expansive  genius,  that  looks  every  way. 
What  changes  are  in  the  world  by  the  progress  of  science ! 

What  gives  the  chief  nations  of  the  world  superiority  ?  Theirs  is  the  improvement 
of  science  on  the  gifts  of  nature.  Science  is  the  means  to  develop  mind,  that  develops 
the  resources  of  the  world.  Peculiar  faith  and  education  have  excited  it  to  hostUe 
animosities,  whilst  rational  education  will  exalt  it  to  one  universal  brotherhood.  Science 
reveals  the  facts  of  God ;  her  cause  is  the  universal  one  of  truth,  to  promote  the  exalted 
civilization  of  the  world. 

She  gives  the  elements  of  freedom  and  civilization,  improvers  of  religion,  of  which 
God  gives  the  impression  to  mind.  To  live  above  censure,  is  to  have  the  lights  of 
philosophical  science,  and  be  its  beneficiary. 

Science  demands  international  laws  of  the  justest  character. 

International  copyrights  for  arts  and  science  must  be  instituted  for  good  morals. 
What  a  guardian  of  the  world  is  exact  science !  It  is  the  highest  science  to  be  conser- 
vative amid  most  destructive  elements.- 

The  advantages  of  industry,  fostered  by  mind,  enrich  the  world  :  hence  we  must  liave 
all  institutions  and  rewards  for  all  substantial  science. 

The  industrial  pursuits  of  man  are  worth  more  than  all  the  trophies  of  the  sword. 

The  attainment  of  modern  languages  will  give  mind  the  requisite  discipline,  and  pre- 
pare it  for  science  of  mathematics,  whilst  the  knowledge  of  things  and  ideas,  not  words 
alone,  should  be  fully  attended  to.     The  world  should  attain  to  original  thinking. 

CULTIVATION  OF  INTELLECT— TEACHERS. 

The  first  functionary  of  the  land  that  comes  up  to  his  calling  should  be  the  teacher, 
properly  qualified  in  talents  of  highest  order  and  acquirements,  of  elevated  refined  cha- 
racter for  probity  and  tnith,  to  secure  salary  and  honors  of  elevated  dignity.  He 
should  be  most  satisfactorily  competent  to  command  the  highest  respect  of  his  pupils  for 
Ills  worth,  and  he  should  be  most  amply  rewarded. 

The  education  that  he  should  impart  must  be  of  sterling  worth  :  while  it  respects  the 
polite  arts  and  pays  due  deference  to  lifers  courtesies,  should  uphold  all  that  is  substan- 
tial and  permanent. 

A  proper  rational  system,  as  in  all  well-directed  establishments,  should  be  consist- 
ently ana  uniformly  maintained. 

A  good  appreciation  of  character  all  the  time,  referring  by  circulars  daily,  weekly, 
monthly,  ana  semi-annually,  to  deportment  and  intellectual  progress,  will  be  assuredly  beet 
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These  documents  may  be  sent  monthly,  or  as  oflen  as  expedient.  This  system  can 
be  premised  forever  with  its  accompanying  rewards,  before  penalties.  The  edneaikioii 
should  have  constant  reference  to  higher  science,  and  the  institiUon  of  the  very  ele- 
ments should  be  consistent  to  such  system,  at  the  same  time  most  assuredly  excluding 
all  self-exploded  peculiar  educational  views,  whether  of  bible  codes  or  any  other 
name. 

Every  rational  mind  should  have  correct  cultivation  in  enlightened  ccmserratiTe 
rational  principles,  on  a  suitable  code,  comprehensive  and  lucid  as  light.  The  mother 
as  well  as  father,  are  chiefly  responsible  for  their  charge,  and  particularly  for  the  first 
six  or  seven  years  of  age.  The  first  has  to  form  and  mould  much  of  the  child^s  char- 
acter by  her  looks,  voice,  words  and  actions — ^her  conduct  the  model.  What  Taloe, 
then,  is  attached  to  that  endearing  name,  around  which  the  heroic  and  patriotic  soul  of 
a  Washington  placed  a  garland,  ennobling  it  with  his  sympathies,  sacrificing  mere 
naval  ambition  to  filial  afifection,  refusing  rank  on  royal  decks  to  the  gushing  tears  of  a 
kind  mother  at  the  domestic  hearth,  for  which  he  was  compensated  by  the  loftiest 
triumph  of  a  world's  admiration,  for  deeds  done  on  the  holiest  theatre,  the  defence  of 
a  nation's  rights.  Sacred  be  the  emotions  in  whose  defence  the  philosophic  greatness 
of  a  Socrates  spoke.  Let,  then,  the  mother  of  pure  taste,  superior  to  the  false  notions 
and  fashions  of  the  world,  be  the  mistress  of  her  own  nursery,  and  let  no  proxy  hire- 
ling supplant  a  mother's  duty  and  a  mother's  care,  as  wet-nurse  or  preceptress  to  a 
mother's  exclusion. 

Females  should  be  taught  by  females. 

Teachers  fill  a  mighty  duty,  next  to  parents  and  trusty  guardians.  Let  the  best 
talents  conjoined  with  virtue,  be  amply  requited. 

What  can  be  better  than  to  have  qualified  teachers,  satisfactorily  im^rting  the 
richest  science  in  correct  taste,  to  create  a  pure  refinement,  a  humanizing  civilization, 
to  meet  the  liberal  demands  of  the  w^orld  by  virtue  and  mind-fund  1  How  deficient  are 
most  elementary  academies  in  the  most  important  of  all  principles,  those  of  &  right 
rational  education  ? 

Teachers  should  possess  correct  taste  in  pronunciation,  discreet  philology,  the  main 
feature  in  reading  and  speaking.  All  that  speak  or  read,  necessarily  address  the  public, 
and  ought  to  be  heard  to  the  extent  of  filling,  if  practicable  with  their  voice,  the  room 
in  which  they  are  assembled.  All  should  promote  the  chasteness  of  language,  and 
accuracy  of  pronunciation — while  all  should  learn  composition  with  criticaraccaiaey. 
While  ancient  and  modern  languages,  geography,  &c.,  train  the  youthful  mind,  they 
also  prepare  for  the  matured  age  suitable  for  true  science  that  should  be  profoundly 
cultivated,  in  its  various  departments,  mathematical,  philosophical,  agricbltural,  che- 
mical, historical,  mechanical,  through  societies,  associations,  &c.,  the  basis  of  rational 
education.     It  is  a  moot  point  whether  the  ancient  languages  had  not  better  be  dia- 

f)Iaced  by  some  more  useful  modern  subjects.  Where  the  time  of  the  student  is  rather 
imited,  they  had  better  be  given  up.  While  the  learning  of  languages  or  the  classics 
may  enlarge  the  capacity  and  analysis  of  mental  powers,  too  much  tame  may  be  con- 
sumed in  becoming  erudite  in  them. 

A  suitable  library,  though  a  small  one,  even  of  one  hundred  volumes  of  science  and 
literature  well  and  judiciously  selected,  will  be  an  invaluable  benefit  to  any  literary  and 
thinking  reading  community.     False  delicacy  has  obstructed  science. 

There  is  no  masculine  or  feminine  science  alone,  while  there  may  be  much  to  corrupt 
pervertible  minds.  All  true  science  is  open  for  all  inquiring  minds  of  either  sex,  while 
no  perversion  of  knowledge  is  admissible  in  tlie  world,  that  must  have  its  society  pro- 
tected for  the  good  of  all. 

Formerly  stupid  adherence  to  authority  of  the  master  was  carried  to  an  extent  ini- 
quitous to  the  rights  of  mind,  as  to  his  statement  and  tuition  of  science,  and  was  cal- 
culated to  usurp  its  progress. 

This  has  been  kept  up  in  medicine,  and  in  theology,  to  the  utter  disgrace  of  both,  so 
far  as  their  false  masters  were  concerned.  A  better  light  and  more  li&ral  policy  have 
attended  the  system  of  teaching  in  most  of  circles,  and  better  display  the  mastery  of  mind, 
than  the  mastery  of  doubtful  pretensions,  that  successive  ages  have  swept  away.  Some 
idolatries  of  books  called  bibles,  and  trammels  of  men  called  professors,  must  go  by  the 
board,  ere  the  world  is  conservative. 

Mind  of  the  present  ages  can  rightly  and  justly  congratulate  itself  on  the  increase 
of  proper  facilities  of  reaching  the  most  desirable  object,  by  increase  of  books,  advan- 
tages of  journals  and  newspapers,  the  works  of  the  press,  facilities  of  commerce,  the 
more  general  intercourse  among  all  nations,  who  are  improving  all  the  departments  of 
science,  by  reaction  of  mind  on  mind. 

Superstition,  that  darkens  and  enslaves  mind,  must  yield  up  finally  her  degraded 
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pretensions,  as  the  day  of  more  brilliant  light  approaches,  when  all  assertions,  histories 
and  traditions  will  be  only  valid,  as  they  coincide  with  the  principles  of  nature  and 
truth,  her  best  delineators.  Then  the  ^se  pretences  of  interest  and  ambition  will  be 
reduced  to  a  proper  level. 

The  light  of  cultivated  mind  will  govern,  through  reason,  the  world  to  her  eternal 
benefit. 

Rational  education  preserves  liberty  and  law,  the  great -conservatives  of  society. 

The  world  has  been  misled  for  thousands  of  years  by  mind^s  perversions,  for  powers 
peculiar  of  money  and  ambition,  government  and  the  priestocracy.  It  has  to  plumb 
the  track  in  the  whole  legitimate  sphere  of  mind,  and  must  act  up  tu  the  dictates  of 
nature.  This  w^iU  be  done  at  the  proper  time,  m  law,  medicine,  and  theoluo^y.  The 
true  state  of  morals  is  necessarily  that  of  reason,  truth  and  honesty,  not  faitii  at  all ; 
consequently  the  world  will  get  wiser  as  it  approaches  right,  and  will  be  secured  in  the 
full  adoption  of  principles. 

PROFESSORS. 

They  should  be  possessed  of  analytic  minds,  capable  of  reaching  the  universal  facts 
of  nature,  rejecting  all  the  sophisticated  pedantry  of  the  schools,  and  renouncing  all  the 
pretensions  of  ancient  regimes. 

They  should  be  men  of  the  highest  order  of  genius,  and  should  be  suitably  rewarded 
by  adequate  fees.  Not  only  possessed  of  the  highest  order  of  talents,  they  should 
endear  themselves  by  the  loftiest  traits  of  character  to  mankind.  We  have  seen  somo 
that  were  possessed  of  the  most  degrading  points  of  character,  and  deprecated  their 
want  of  honesty,  their  dereliction  in  teaching  youth,  for  their  equivalent  at  least.  We 
have  seen  a  junior  class  swindled  out  of  their  medical  lectures  in  midwifery,  by  the 
professor  taking  the  senior  class  to  his  pavilion,  though  the  junior  class  had  paid  for 
the  ticket,  thus  making  private  for  a  few  what  should  have  been  public  to  the  whole. 
In  this  there  was  no  redress  of  grievances,  as  the  visitors  never  even  had  it  investi- 
gated. The  object  no  doubt  being  to  cause  a  return  of  the  class  by  seeking  thus  to  cut 
them  off  of  ad  eun  dem  privileges  at  other  institutions. 

We  have  seen  a  professor  select  a  private  class,  thus  enabling  them  to  pass  off  for 
superiors  to  their  classmates  at  the  examination  ! 

These  were  false  sons  of  science,  raised  in  a  factitious  circle  of  morals,  conspiring 
in  collusion  for  sinister  advantages.  The  facts  of  such  cases  impeach  these  men  as 
opprobrious. 

How  often  are  boards  of  education  merely  advisory,  and  appear  before  the  public  as 
nominal  inspectors !  Many  who  observe  things  adverse  to  public  interest  and  pro- 
priety, are  not  official  functionaries,  and  are  therefore  ruled  out  as  obtrusive,  even  for 
essential  information.  The  world's  antagonism  is  bad  enough,  but  in  the  effort  to  do 
good  it  is  intolerable.  With  the  world's  predestinarians,  it  is  all  deemed  right,  any 
how,  however  clearly  perverted  the  peculiarly  educated  mind  is. 

The  world  should  get  rid  of  all  the  school  trammels  of  antiquated  professors,  that  are 
prejudiced  to  obsolete  notions  that  enslave  the  world.  What  shall  we  say  of  the  mere 
dogmas  of  the  schools  ?  Are  they  to  restrict  mind  and  restrain  genius  ?  Some  pro- 
fessors claim  all  that  avarice  and  despotism  of  the  little  brief  authority  dare  assert  in 
this  republic. 

What  can  be  said  of  the  morals  of  that  professor  who  imposed  pretences  to  talents 
by  private  classes,  where  they  should  have  been  public,  to  deliver  lectures  never  ren- 
dered for  money  taken  therefor  ? 

Worst  of  all,  I  have  seen  perjury  perpetrated  by  cliques  of  professors  to  restrict 
the  popular  advance  of  science,  the  only  tenable  view  that  rational  mind  can  accom- 
plish. 

The  whole  framework  of  society  has  to  be  revolutionized,  to  do  justice  to  conser- 
vative principles. 

THE  UTILITARIAN  SCHOOL. 

Is  that  of  proper-sense  principles,  the  school  of  religion  ? 

There  is  such  excess  lost  by  unnecessary  professions,  waste,  extravagance,  improvi- 
dence, and  fines  yearly,  as  would  support  all  the  real  paupers  of  the  world  from  first 
to  last. 

How  much  expenditure  is  lavishly  made  for  the  worst  of  luxuries,  as  would  save 

Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


004  RATIONAL  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

the  health  of  the  consumers,  and  promote  the  blessings  of  the  really  poor  by  mere 
necessaries. 

What  is  consumed  by  gorgeous  show  would  gOtherwise  redound  to  the  world^s  benefit 
and  happiness. 

A  small  estate  in  time,  is  worth  a  large  one  out  of  time.  Those  rightly  independent 
of  poverty  or  riches,  can  best  enjoy  all  the  smiles  of  hope  and  endearments  of  life's 
affections,  without  the  failure  of  reward  for  proper  exertions.  This  school  teaches 
man  to  be  perfectly  independent  of  the  world  as  far  as  practicable,  and  adopt  all  the 
exact  steps  of  science  to  reach  that  position. 

It  maintains  the  noblest  aspirations  for  substantial  means  te  benefit  the  world.  A^- 
culture  is  one  of  its  potent  elements ;  its  science  is  particularly  regarded,  not  only  as 
to  the  immediate  best  crops,  but  the  best  outlays,  the  best  return  for  the  world's  wealUi, 
the  soil  improvement. 

Improvers  of  the  soil  must  see  that  all  crops  take  away  from  the  soil  something,  diat 
must  be  restored  by  manures  of  some  kind. 

One  of  their  important  considerations  is,  to  have  the  consumers  brought  as  near 
to  them,  the  producers,  as  practicable.  It  is  false  economy  to  buy  cheap  articles  not 
worth  buying.  The  world  should  make  legitimate  capital  out  of  apparent  mis- 
fortunes. 

Beggars  of  unwprthy  merit  or  suspicious  characters  should  be  furnished  proper  labor, 
and  duly  paid  therefor.  If  able  to  work,  and  backing  out,  they  can  have  no  proper 
claim  on  public  sympathy  and  assistance  generally.  Some  cannot  exercise  any  taleots, 
having  never  had  any  active  exercise  of  their  faculties  that  way.  Too  many  ha^e 
them  prematurely  directed  to  cunning,  deceit  and  treachery,  and  act  accordingly  cor- 
respondent to  the  great  physical  principles  of  matter. 

The  comprehensive  object  of  this  school  is  to  make  the  world  one  might  family, 
though  placed  in  five  grand  divisions  and  their  appurtenant  islands  of  the  world.  The 
solution  of  this  world-problem,  vast,  mighty,  and  towering  in  appearance,  is  attainable 
in  the  ethics  of  rational  religion,  which  premises  a  perpetual  conservative  revolution. 

Mankind,  in  obedience  to  her  requisitions,  must  talk  of  the  principles  and  practice  of 
a  world-expansive  justice,  of  a  mind  liberalized  to  its  comprehensive  mould,  before  it 
talks  of  charity,  which  is  necessarily  anticipated  by  the  benevolence  of  justice. 

This  school  saves  the  costs  of  a  penitentiary  for  punishment,  and  demands  tlie  beet 
efforts  of  the  earth,  the  true  strength  of  the  world,  to  counteract  all  such  by  the  most 
comprehensive  light  of  mind. 

RATIONAL  EDUCATION. 

Let  every  State  educate,  without  failure,  her  citizens  in  certain  schools  of  proper 
order,  that  the  people  may  always  appreciate  what  is  right.  Had  this  prevailed  at 
first,  so  many  conservative  revolutions  had  not  been  needed,  and  the  world  would  hare 
been  more  triumphant  in  the  glories  of  civilization.  Rational  education  gives  proper 
control,  masterly  use,  and  full  benefit  of  mind  :  builds  rightly  on  its  proper  funds,  takes 
cognizance  of  all  home  raising,  renders  the  parents  and  friends  amenable,  and  holds  the 
country  accountable  for  what  may  be  responsible  to  her.  Rational  education  should 
embrace  knowledge  and  principles  of  law,  for  practical  life,  and  render  them  most 
available.  Why  education,  citizen?  It  is  indispensable,  to  concentrate  the  powers 
and  virtues  of  mind.  You  say  that  education  makes  many  an  individual  worse  or  more 
vicious. 

I  must  grant  that,  as  the  education  of  the  priestocracy  has  premised  the  greatest  of 
all  demoralizations  and  vices  in  the  world,  for  thousands  of  years.  That  results  from 
the  defects  of  peculiar  education.  Education  on  true,  rational  principles,  embraces  the 
conservative  position  of  the  world. 

Do  you  knuw  how  to  protect  yourself?  You  can  not  do  it  effectually  short  of  a  mind- 
fund,  liberal  as  the  world's  comprehensive  principles. 

The  people  have  failed,  and  have  to  fail,  in  their  most  essential  rights,  because  of 
want  of  knowledge,  that  is  power.  Education,  rational  to  secure  wisdom,  science,  and 
knowledge,  is  the  world's  noblest  friend,  and  is  absolutely  essential  to  mind,  whilst 
peculiar  education  is  the  world's  curse  and  mind's  ruin. 

Mankind  must  embrace  what  the  world  needs,  to  include  the  right  practical  view  of 
things. 

Individuals  and  nations  have  to  pay  dearly  for  schooling,  in  the  world^s  experience. 

The  public  safety  binds  the  world,  millions  of  times,  more  to  support  teachers  of 
*itional  science,  than  preachers  of  sectarianism,  or  peculiar  faith  ministers,  to  give  the 
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mind  fund  of  analysis  of  paramount  fundamental  questions,  of  constitutional  governmenty 
and  rational  religion,  that  may  be  perverted,  by  the  prevailing  dynasty,  to  sinister  pur- 
poses. Truth,  reason  and  science  are  immutable ;  but  opinion  varies,  and  must  be 
fixed  through  rational  education  that  obeys  them.  You  cannot  get  toleration,  much 
less  conservative  revolution,  unless  you  obtain  it  by  them. 

The  world  needs  the  most  liberal  fund  of  education,  by  philosophical  science,  to  be 
duly  exempt  from  all  kinds  of  imposition  and  misrule,  especially  in  peculiar  faith  of 
bibles  of  tradition.  If  we  search  any  of  their  scriptures  or  writings  diligently,  on  the 
conservative  principles  of  rational  education,  we  are  compelled  to  discard  them.  If  the 
old  books  or  testaments  fail  for  intrinsic  deficiency,  want  of  proof  of  authenticity,  so 
topples  the  new.  What  is  the  new — a  patchwork  on  the  old  patchwork — ^worth,  if  the  old 
be  unworthy  of  confidence  1  Physiology,  which  is  rightly  embraced  by  the  science  of 
rational  education,  declares  it  utterly  impossible  for  any  native  of  the  earth  to  be 
endowed  with  a  God-birth. 

With  a  liberal  and  just  education,  and  characteristic  freedom,  who  can  be  deceived 
by  the  miracles  of  the  age  ?  If  the  people  are  predetermined  by  prejudice  and  peculiar 
education,  to  be  deceived,  or  deceive  themselves,  then  they  will  be  surely,  they  and 
their  generations,  that  adhere  to  the  peculiar  errora  of  their  fathers. 

How  much  of  the  world  people  could  be  changed  to-day,  not  in  intrinsic  principles 
that  are  immutable,  and  from  which  they  have  strayed,  but  by  the  change  of  ecclesias- 
tical demagogues  and  sophists,  whose  interested  opinions  have  misled  the  world.  What 
is  the  frame-work  of  the  world  society,  but  of  some  of  the  worst  delusions  and  corrup- 
tions of  mind*s  peculiar  perversions  ?  But  the  miserable  sophist's  followers  are  scared 
into  all  the  superstitious  fallacies  by  feara  that  unbalance  mind ! 

Shame  on  the  supposed  lights  ot  the  world,  that  ought  to  know  better,  and  will  not 
prevent  it.  Patriots  who  have  the  requisite  talents  and  caoital,  should  organize  the 
adequate  labor  in  things  so  needful.  When  they  deny  the  world  the  use  of  their  talents 
and  learning,  they  do  injustice  to  all.  If  the  world  were  to  exert  itself  on  this  point, 
how  many  could  produce  compositions  that  would  commend,  not  reflect  on  the  capacity, 
certainly  not  the  want  of  merit.  Rational  education  will  direct  properly,  talents,  capital 
and  labor,  otherwise  misdirected  and  misapplied.  All  this  is  worthy  of  deep  considera- 
tion and  correction,  as  a  subject  of  civil,  moral  and  social  economy. 

The  best  of  all  capital  is  a  character  of  liberality  and  justness,  of  honesty,  that  yields 
all  right  by  force  of  conscience. 

Rational  education  looks  to  the  noblest  results  of  civilization  and  religion,  as  it  looks 
essentially  to  law,  order  and  proper  government  of  principles. 

Let  us  have  the  era  of  rational  education,  to  secure  the  noblest  blessing  of  modern 
civilization.  Rational  education  enables  mind  to  meet  all  the  most  difficult  demands 
made  upon  it.  It  is  well  for  the  poor  and  ignorant  to  have  this  best  defence  against  the 
conflict  and  torment  of  odd  conceits,  to  conquer  which  is  worth  as  much  as  the  great- 
est national  or  world  undertakings.  Rational  education  will  enable  mind  to  meet,  in 
suitable  dignity,  the  world-problems  to  repel  those  that  seek  to  take  all  manner  of 
advantages  of  it.  Rational  mind  cannot  trust  many  of  the  world,  as  part  are  unprinci- 
pled, part  very  weak  in  intellect,  and  bad  oflf  in  education,  that  has  been  most  miserably 
perverted  by  peculiar  dogmas. 

Rational  mind,  duly  cultivated,  can  only  properly  address  the  Creator,  bv  the  subli- 
mity of  conservative  principles.  Rational  education  can  alone  impart  the  true  ap- 
preciation. 

The  world  should  endow  with  available  funds,  Univeraities  on  rational  principles  of 
education. 

One  of  the  greatest  means  and  mighty  elements  of  rational  education,  are  the  bless- 
ings of  commerce,  that  suit  for  relief  in  general,  famines,  pestilence,  Ac,  and  that  dis- 
penses peace,  plenty,  and  general  intelligence.  The  state  governments  must  direct  us  to 
all  education  that  all  rational  minds  must  have,  under  large  penalties  to  the  supervisors. 
There  can  be  but  two  kinds  of  education,  rational  and  peculiar,  or  perverted,  that  gives 
peculiar  faith,  error,  vice  and  crime.  In  the  next  step,  give  all  as  much  independence 
as  practicable,  to  make  them  worthy  and  most  useful  citizens,  that  can  be  the  boast,  *'*e 
ornament  of  the  country,  the  world.  All  the  polite  enjoymente  of  society,  as  conver- 
sation, dancing,  music,  science,  disquisitions,  &c.,  that  produce  a  proper  interchange  of 
civilities  of  the  world,  between  the  sexes,  are  desirable. 

Under  the  right  and  proper  protection  of  rational  education,  modest  innocence  can 
confront  and  defy  the  unprincipled  world.  Such  keeps  a  healthy  state  of  mind  on 
healthy  premises.  To  confront  the  unprincipled  world  immediately  by  inijOcence,  is  to 
defeat  it,  and  put  all  ou  the  legitimate  purposes  of  creation. 
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LIBERAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

These  may  be  classed  as  moral  and  intellectaal. 

Among  the  first  may  be  placed  savings  and  loan  banks,  for  operatives,  Tahoos 
indastrial  associations  for  mutual  protection,  dispensations  of  contributioiis  to  tbe 
destitute. 

Among  them  are  systems  of  public  lectures,  reading  rooms,  discussion  debating  socie- 
ties, the  diffusion  of  rational  education  to  all  classes  and  minds.  The  people  should 
have  free-schools,  to  the  necessary  amount,  at  least. 

In  the  ages  of  civilization,  ail  things  must  be  referred  to  protection  and  science  of 
rational  mind.  All  communities  should  be  furnished  with  the  use  of  public  libraiieft, 
association  for  interchange  of  ideas,  for  rational,  moral  and  religious  improvement. 

The  mere  pedagogue  or  priest  will  not  answer  the  demands  of  miad.  The  mere 
pedant,  who  affects,  is  not  to  direct  the  immortal  mind.  Ignorant  nations  most  be 
taught  by  national  schools.  No  sectarian  missions  will  meet  the  case  of  the  world,  that 
should  certainly  appreciate  religion  through  science,  and  be  taught  the  eternal  law  of 
right  is  of  God,  and  that  no  sectarianism  can  teach,'  as  it  cannot  touch  the  subject. 

The  world  has  to  undergo  conservative  revolutions  in  philosophy,  government,  reh- 
gion,  on  rational  basis. 

It  has  to  discard  the  errors,  vices,  and  crimes,  of  all  bibles  of  tradition,  atheists,  poly- 
theists,  or  sophists. 

Enlightened  views  must  regard  the  productive  agents  of  wealth  and  mind,  the  powers 
of  genius,  and  the  value  of  industrial  labor,  rightly  directed — giving  cardinal  and  organic 
developments  and  regulations,  to  promote  commercial,  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  navigating  interests,  for  the  most  liberal  but  just  policy  of  nations. 

Some  of  the  highest  objects  of  the  world  are  secured  by  such  institutes  as  the  Smyth- 
sonian,  for  general  science  of  men  and  the  world ;  Girard's  college,  for  the  best  liberal 
commencement  of  youthful  mind,  and  the  library  of  an  Astor,  as  beneficial  to  tbe 
human  race. 

The  true  state  of  wealth's  blessings,  is  seen  in  such  characteristic  advantages.  But 
the  foundation  must  be  on  the  rights  and  faculties  of  mind,  that  must  have  aJl  rationai 
means  to  secure  the  proper  expansion  of  its  powers. 

There  are  many  institutions  that  are  expedient  to  carry  out  the  world  problem  of 
rational  mind,  that  is  to  be  elevated  to  its  most  rational  capacity  and  religious  compre- 
hension. 

Houses  of  refuge  are  essential  in  cities,  for  juveniles  of  both  sexes.  They  may 
become  necessary,  in  densely  populated  counties. 

They  must  be  considered  a  necessary  expedient,  till  mind  can  elicit  from  its  mightr 
treasury  a  better  means. 

The  apprentice  system  must  be  made  available  for  the  millions  of  yonth  of  coantrj, 
but  of  cities  especiailly. 

Those  deprived  of  parents  should  be  under  proper  regulations,  especially  at  ni^ht,  to 
preserve  morals.  The  institution  of  police  should  be  extended  to  this  essentia).  1  have- 
objected  to  towns,  cities^  and  villages,  as  they  nurture  the  greatest  amount  of  idle  habits. 
Only  think  of  the  rising  generation  not  doing  anything,  and  not  able  to  do  so,  not  know- 
ing, and  finally  not  caring. 

Children  must  not  be  reared  in  idleness  and  ruin,  mere  loungers.  The  wisest  legis- 
lation must  counteract  all  this  miserable  result.  The  development  of  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  world,  of  the  industrial  labor  of  its  citizens,  are  paramount  consi- 
derations. 

The  only  proper  organization  of  all  societies  is  on  conservative  principles,  that  are  as 
durable  as  the  universe,  and  indispensable  to  all  society. 

MORAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

Where  is  the  standard  of  morals  ?  Not  in  selfish  ambition  and  avarice.  The  acts 
of  the  mind  in  free  moral  agency  may  well  be  compared  to  the  work  of  laborers  in  the 
world,  superintended  by  the  chief. 

The  Creator  rightly  superintends  the  universe  by  his  principles,  and  wisely  pro- 
motes his  necessary  purposes.  There  are  many  relations  of  things,  that  embrace  a 
wide  scope. 

Does  anything  go  wrong  with  you?  Wait,  think,  defer,  counsel,  and  ask  adviee,  to 
avoid  all  difiiculties.    You  must  resort  to  analysis  of  all  positions  legitimate ;  supply 
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properly  the  defects  by  inventions  of  means ;  substitate  corrections,  to  recover  the  right 
point ;  resort  to  your  genius,  for  improvement,  not  to  despair. 

All  moral  philosophy  must  be  proved,  in  the  analysis  of  deportment. 

In  traffics,  dealings,  and  purchases,  in  all  instances,  and  in  full  regard  of  what  is 
Tight,  just,  and  correct,  give  a  fair  and  living  price  for  all ;  at  the  same  time  receive  no. 
atatement  as  true  when  there  is  necessity  for  your  own  investigation. 

Receive  no  doctrine  on  trust,  as  granted,  in  deference  to  the  mere  opinion  of  man, 
iw^hen  you  can  estimate  it  by  your  investigation,  much  less  disseminate  any  suchun  your 
authority  as  positively  right,  when  others  deny  the  position  at  all. 

Thus  it  is  with  all  peculiar  faith,  which  monotheists  are  positively  and  conscientiously 
bound  to  deny  as  having  existence.  In  discussions  use  fair  principles,  without  sophistry, 
else  be  silent. 

Let  all  professions  and  creeds  be  between  mind  and  its  Creator,  so  far  as  they  are  a 
part  of  republican  toleration.  Man's  works  and  acts  are  between  mankind,  as  the  be:$t 
criterion,  more  or  less.  A  moral  and  intellectual  responsibility  rests  on  all  minds,  for 
individual  and  universal  good. 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

All  human  knowledge  is  comparative  to  its  kind,  and  relative  to  much  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  world*s  age. 

Occasionally  genius  bursts  into  view  of  the  astonished  mind,  and  wields  an  import- 
ance commensurate  with  its  endowments. 

There  is  too  little  common  sense,  and  too  little  exercise  of  that  faculty.  Mind,  well 
ordered  and  self-balanced,  can  see  how  well  perfected  are  the  Creator's  purposes.  It 
-will  be  prepared  to  acquiesce  most  wisely  in  the  only  dispensations  of  Providence,  not 
prone  to  censure  or  libel  the  Creator's  acts,  on  imperfect  views,  that  recoil  and  inva- 
riably impeach  man. 

Man's  destiny  is  his  duty  to  read  correctly,  and  apply  the  benefit  of  his  observations 
to  his  own  wisdom  and  selp-improvement,  that  must  operate  becomingly  in  his  circle  and 
period.  His  knowledge  must  be  through  science,  and  give  a  right  direction  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  world  by  mind. 

What  once  was  superstition's  despotism,  is  now  mind's  triumph.  The  mighty  storm 
and  tempest  subserve  the  great  operations  of  nature,  vivifying  and  clearing  the  great 
ocean  masses  of  water  of  noxious  stagnations  and  turbid  inertness. 

How  many  insects,  birds,  and  animals,  are  nature's  scavengers,  all  having  a  useful 
part  and  function  of  life  to  fulfil,  and  must  be  counteracted,  if  noxiously  invasive  of 
man's  dominions. 

In  mastering  agriculture,  one  of  the  organic  levers  of  vital  existence,  that  raises 
man  in  the  highest  scale  of  civilization,  he  must  necessarily  embrace  much  of 
science. 

Mind  may  have  ever  been  disturbed  by  the  hallncinations  of  superstition,  but  for  the 
light  of  philosophical  science.  Man's  fault  ought  to  be  remedied  by  man's  mind,  not 
adopt  exploded  errors  much  less  create  censure  of  Deity.  The  light  of  mind  declares 
that  any  should  be  rebuked,  if  not  punished  by  censure,  for  the  nonsense  of  haunts, 
ghosts,  or  spirits,  as  identified  with  the  world.  Only  think  of  tlie  ghosts,  spirits,  and 
-witches  of  a  bible.  What  baseness  in  some  who  ought  to  know  better,  advancing  pious 
firauds  to  help  out  the  impositions  of  bibles  of  traditions ! 

Among  the  trophies  is  geology,  that  gives  us  the  only  true  history  of  the  earth,  as 
astronomy  will  embrace  that  of  the  universe.  There  are  many  difficult  problems  to 
solve  in  both,  that  must  be  in  abeyance  to  the  potency  of  her  empire,  ruled  by  enlight- 
ened mind. 

The  atmosphere  is  the  great  treasunr  of  nature,  for  reproduction.  How  came  it  so 
well  organized,  but  by  an  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  power,  of  supreme  char- 
acter? 

The  excellence  of  science  is  to  elicit  from  the  world's  mighty  cabinet  all  that  is  suit- 
able for  man's  use  and  benefit,  to  be  appropriated  on  the  correct  principles  of  philoso^' 
phy,  and  applied  on  the  wisest  appreciation  of  their  usefulness. 

Geology  is  essential  to  philosophical  science,  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  natural  history, 
and  correct  the  chronology  of  tradition  and  of  ignorance,  to  sustain  philosophical  prin- 
ciples, architecture,  and  agriculture. 

One  of  the  great  conservatives  of  life,  is  to  identify  interest  with  principle,  and  render 
them  concomitant,  not  independent  of  each  other.  If  officers  of  vessels,  especially 
of  steamers,  be  made  part  owners  of  the  stock  when  paid,  the  world  would  secaie 
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theroby  the  best  safety  and  protection,  being  previously  assured  of  their  capacity  and 
integrity. 

Public  protection  is  advanced  and  promoted  best,  by  finances,  engineering  skill.  Sic. 

What  exhaustless  stores  of  knowledge,  the  cabinet  of  nature  furnishes  the  philoso- 
phical student.  All  that  once  were  terrors  to  mind,  now  fill  it  with  admiration  of  its 
adorable  author,  and  the  chastest  science  now  repels  the  most  recldess  and  licentious 
superstition. 

Natural  philosophy  informs  us  that  continents  are  separated  by  oceans  to  froctify 
them,  and  they  become  more  so  by  means  of  interior  lakes  and  large  rivers.  But  fur 
these,  the  earth  might  be  arid  and  sterile.  Water  is  the  solvent  of  the  salts,  to  fertilize 
the  sqil. 

The  chastest  taste  results  from  the  philosophical  principles  of  science.  By  them,  aQ 
the  world  difficulties  and  dangers  will  be  yielded  to  mind. 

One  of  the  most  common  displa)rs  of  nature  that  we  are  most  familiar  with,  the  atmos- 
phere, has  never  been  near  appreciated.  Philosophical  science  opens  the  panorama  of 
nature,  and  introduces  mind  into  her  hall  more  and  more  gorgeous. 

Its  wisest  lessons  are  those  of  reflection  on  observation.  The  nice  adjustment  of  the 
world  productions,  is  very  conformable  to  climate,  and  will  prevent  injurious  moaopoiies 
in  many  series  of  latitude,  as  cotton  is  best  in  one,  sugar  and  cofiee  in  one  more  sonth, 
and  the  necessary  bread-stuffs  in  those  more  north,  while  the  necessary  grain  and  fruits 
may  be  reared  in  most. 

Mind  has  many  life  problems  to  solve,  to  promote  its  own  felicitous  intelligence,  or 
the  elevation  of  the  world. 

The  laws  of  physics  eminently  teach  us,  that  science  subserves  the  great  purposes 
of  creation,  and  overcomes  difficulties  otherwise  impracticable,  as  tlie  currenu  of 
mighty  rivers  by  steamers.  Geographers  estimate  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
earth^s  surface  is  covered  with  water,  and  that  declares  a  vast  unexplored  field  of  future 
operations  to  man. 

NATURE. 

The  omniscient  Deity  speaks  through  nature,  and  the  whole  embraces  one  mighty 
universe  refulgent  with  his  glory.  What  more  can  wisdom  ask?  To  look  from  the 
realities  of  this  sublimity,  to  the  pretensions  of  man's  books,  is  a  fall  from  a  God  to  the 
priestocracy !    All  nature  rejoieeth  in  the  blessings  of  supreme  benefits. 

Who  can  alter  for  the  better,  any  of  nature's  operations  ? 

Who  can  divide  the  land  or  water,  into  more  conservative  proportions  ?  The  limits 
of  climate  are  clearly  wise.  The  wisest  action  of  mind,  is  to  make  the  most  legitimate 
capital  therefrom. 

POPULAR  ERRORS  AND  PREJUDICES. 

The  condition  of  ignorant  and  past  ages  leaves  their  sad  mementos,  and  detracts 
from  the  value  of  their  true  greatness,  and  the  practical  results  of  available  capital. 
They  all  suffer,  by  not  allowing  for  the  expanse  of  mind. 

The  genius  of  a  Milton  and  a  Shakespeare,  now  sustain  these  serious  difficulties,  and 
present  the  deformities  of  peculiar  faith  doctrines. 

The  more  exact  science  of  the  present  day,  whilst  it  admires  their  genius,  deplores 
their  machinery  of  superstition  that  the  school  boys  of  this  age  laugh  at  Their  witches 
and  devils  belong  to  impressions,  that  must  now  become  obsolete. 

Man  is  miserably  corrupt  by  his  errors  and  prejudices,  as  well  as,  by  the  peculiar  mis- 
leadings  of  the  world.  How  oilen  is  God's  administration  libeled  by  wrong  apprecia- 
tion, or  undue  attention  to  w^orld  evils. 

The  world  has  ventured  too  far  ahead  of  science,  in  construction  of  God's  attributes 
and  providence  ;  it  must  correct  and  revise  after  its  correction. 

What  an  idea  that  people  should  be  killed  off  by  war,  as  they  are  too  thick  any  how ! 
Is  this  much  less  demoralizing  than  infanticide  or  foeticide  ? 

The  new  developments  of  the  future  by  mind,  will  unfold  and  promote  the  more  Hu- 
mane benefits  of  civilization.  The  weakness  of  the  people  is  through  want  of  compre- 
hensive analysis,  as  they  are  a  prey  from  miserable  policy  to  the  various  errors  aad 
prejudices  of  peculiarities. 

The  work  of  the  devil,  analysis  tells  us,  is  the  work  of  perverted  mind,  reflecting  too 
often  the  state  of  false  faith. 
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The  Tulgar  mass  takes  it  for  granted,  that  society  has  a  foundation  almost  unchange- 
able. 

The  errors  of  society,  the  natural  result  of  mind^s  incipient  ignorance,  requires  con- 
serrative  reToIution  all  the  while,  in  the  rational  progress  of  mind. 

Why  are  demagogues  permitted  so  much  to  deceive  society  by  false  pretences  ? 

The  confiding  mass  when  misled,  is  senseless  enough  to  bow  to  its  masters,  and  wai 
on  its  deliverers.  The  right  distinction  cannot  be  satisfactorily  made  in  a  world,  where 
insidious  sophistry  has  so  much  the  ascendancy. 

When  the  world  adopts  universal  brotherhood,  then  we  may  look  upon  it  as  truly 
revolutionized. 

The  world  is  so  corrupt  after  all  its  improvements,  from  the  first  hold  of  errors  and 
prejudices,  that  a  part  is  not  after  correcting  the  old  exploded  dynasty,  but  seek  to 
bolster  it  up  by  all  practicable  expedients. 

The  world  looks  at  stars  and  fortunes  of  destiny,  instead  of  principles.  The  first 
min  Napoleons,  the  last  produce  Washingtons ;  the  first  cause  France  to  fall  by  the 
wayside  of  atheism,  the  last  arouse  America  to  noblest  aspirations  of  rational  mind. 
While  the  last  bows  to  the  majesty  of  toleration,  the  former  invokes  the  aid  of  bristling 
bayonets  to  perform  the  functions  of  rational  mind.  All  wars  on  one  side  or  the  other, 
are  base  means  of  barbarism,  and  subserve  the  interests  of  piracy.  When  the  world  as 
the  universe  will  be  governed  by  principles,  this  will  be  rightly  estimated. 

The  proper  cultivation  of  rational  mind  and  its  appropriate  sphere,  will  best  civilize 
and  humanize  mankind.     This  is  the  only  mastery  of  nature^s  elements. 

The  individual  union  of  the  people  of  the  five  grand  divisions  of  the  earth,  with  their 
appurtenant  islands,  will  put  down  or  an  end  to  all  the  miserable  wars  now  raging,  and 
will  place  annexation  on  the  right  legitimate  constitutional  basis. 

The  mighty  fabric  will  not  l^  complete  till  all  the  five  be  erected,  and  the  universal 
whole  be  comprehended.  All  the  prejudices  and  foibles  of  nations  as  individuals,  must 
be  turned  to  the  legitimate  direction.  If  the  individual  youth  cannot  be  governed  by  the 
imbecile  parent,  instead  of  sending  him  for  further  aggression  to  the  ranks  of  the  soldier, 
the  army,  to  swell  the  list  of  drones  and  lazy  officials,  let  him  be  placed  in  the  house 
of  refuge,  or  the  count]|^  farm. 

There,  if  no  otherwise,  may  be  appropriate  employment  to  those  inclined  ^o  throw 
themselves  away,  in  not  being  able  to  maintain  the  right  equilibrium  in  doing  nothing. 

EXPLODED  CUSTOMS. 

Superstition  ought  by  this  age  to  have  had  her  day,  and  ought  now  to  be  considered 
among  the  things  t^t  were.  It  is  high  time  that  mind  had  asserted  its  rightful  dignity, 
and  done  ample  justice  to  the  rich  means  now  afiforded  the  world,  to  reach  its  high 
character  and  beneficiary  powers,  for  the  improvement  of  the  entire  world.  If  mind 
do  not  accomplish  this,  there  is  naught  else  to  expect.  All  minds,  however  engaged  in 
lifers  pursuits,  however  the  adherents  of  professions  whose  interest  is  their  support, 
should  consider  higher  obligations  of  duty  and  permanent  claims  of  their  Creator,  and 
bowevei  misled  by  pre-conceived  notions  and  customs,  yet  should  yield  all  up  as  a 
glorious  sacrifice,  on  the  altar  of  their  country*s  good. 

There  is  no  longer  any  necessity  for  many  of  man's  devices,  among  them  secret 
associations  and  deeds,  circumcision  of  the  flesh,  &c.  Can  any  rational  mind  see  in 
any  earthly  actions  of  man,  any  other  that  the  suggestions  of  mind  variously  in- 
fluenced? However  viewed  as  necessary  once,  reason  declares  no  necessity  for  their 
existence. 

No  form  of  superstition  can  abide  reason. 

Had  God  decreed  anj  such  command,  the  operations  of  nature  and  not  of  art,  would 
have  infallibly  dictated  it.  This  is  indubitable  proof,  that  any  dispensation  that  declares 
it,  is  a  false  pretence  of  man.  It  is  strange  that  the  exploded  custom  of  circumcision 
should  be  adhered  to,  in  defiance  of  the  prudent  suggestions  of  policy,  to  a  better 
identity  with  the  nations  of  the  world,  among  which  the  Jewish  people  are  so  exten- 
sively dififused.  They  are  now  no  longer  a  nation,  and  have  not  been  since  scattered 
by  the  Romans. 

It  would  redound  to  their  high  advantage  for  personal  and  national  considerations,  of 
respect  and  of  improvlbent  by  intermarriage  for  the  correction  of  blood.  It  is  proba- 
Ue,  then,  that  the  breach  of  the  custom  might  be  of  itself  a  better  state  of  natural 
advantages. 

There  is  no  peculiarity  of  any  children  of  men  as  distinguished  by  God>  peculiar 
&Tors,  himself  iba  author  of  oiiiTezsal  love  and  benevolence,  and  mind  should  ceaae 
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to  contract  to  the  narrow  limits  of  its  penrersioiis,  the  nniversal  means  of  its  better 
happiness. 

The  world  is  slare  to  custom  and  habits,  that  mast  get  out  of  all  such  as  the  verj 
best  at  best 

OBSOLETE  NOTIONS. 

Mind  has  to  take  cognizance  of  many  wholesale  bubbles  and  speculations,  to  sustain 
their  fearful  retributions  that  are  too  important  to  be  overlooked  in  any  age,  or  forgottea 
in  any  life. 

Let  mind  look  at  the  history  of  bank  manias,  with  millions  for  capital  ostensibly,  that 
on  failure  showed  but  few  thousands  for  assets. 

The  world  has  been  assailed  for  indefinite  ages,  eyer  since  mind  has  reacted  on 
mind. 

What  can  mortals  say,  of  all  the  thousands  of  despotisms  of  peculiar  faith  1  How 
is  it  to  free  itself  from  these  states  ! 

When  a  man  is  fanatic  or  unprincipled,  he  will  do  anything  commensurate  with  the 
object 

His  only  palliation  is,  that  he  may  be  incapable  of  appreciating  the  ultimate  bearing 
and  object  of  all  conceptions.  The  world  presents  many  a  goldometer  expresalv  for 
one^s  benefit  but  assuredly  if  it  were  profitable,  that  one  would  not  have  seen  it  Look 
at  all  the  rappings  within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  what  are  they  but  a  part  of  that 
contemptible  machinery  that  belongs  to  ghosts  and  witches,  miracles  and  prophecies, 
bibles  and  their  m3r8teri9s,  their  faiths. 

Do  you  suppose  that  your  posterity  will  reverence  you  for  such  piety,  as  much  as  it 
will  deplore  the  fanaticism  and  bigotry  of  their  fathers  ?  Divest  yourself  in  time  of  all 
these  false  pretences,  and  do  some  real  good  to  your  household  by  rational  religion. 

You  have  been  deceived  awfully  by  the  priestocracy  about  their  peculiar  faith,  that 
was  not  worth  reception  positively. 

Some  professions  are  obsolete,  to  render  the  world  peculiarly  imposed  upon.  The 
world  has  to  be  governed  by  conservative  principles,  the  sopner  the  better  for  all 
rational  beings ;  hence  the  only  proper  constitutional  government,  that  helps  all  mankiod, 
is  the  one. 

ADVICE. 

Advice  is  a  delicate  thing,  and  should  be  most  rarely  given,  for  the  result  may  not 
succeed  and  injury  may  ensue,  then  the  adviser  is  blamed.  This  is  often  the  case  in 
matrimony.     Matches,  even  by  relations,  should  be  rarely  interfered  with  any  way. 

When  necessary,  give  advice  that  is  manly,  wise  and  proper.  Is  the  adviser  to  be 
benefited,  directly  or  remotely  ?  Then  he  will  volunteer  advice  surely !  Who  is 
qualified  to  give  advice,  that  is  worthy. 

Sheer  ignorance  and  want  of  particular  attention  to  that  subject,  perverse  and  evil 
intention  to  blindly  mislead,  and  interest  to  defeat  the  other  party,  are  disqualifying 
drawbacks. 

The  world  too  often  gets  the  advice  of  the  ignorant,  prejudiced,  deluded,  and  abore 
all,  the  arrogant  and  presumptuous. 

Neither  persuade  nor  dissuade,  but  give  facts  always,  and  leave  the  rest  to  reason 
and  justice,  when  not  urged  to  do  more.  - 

What  avails  advice  to  opinionated  persons  ? 

Give  them  information,  and  let  them  use  their  judgment  that  God  gave  them.  All 
should  avoid  the  antagonism  of  the  world  obnoxious  to  free  opinions,  no  finrtber  than 
rights  require. 

The  intelligent  are  well  aware  that  advice  is  actually  dangerous,  coming  from  inter- 
ested persons,  and  that  too  much  caution  cannot  be  exercised  on  this  head. 

When  asked  advice,  deal  honestly  and  morally,  but  if  we  candidly  cannot  approve, 
tell  the  parties  to  see  for  themselves. 

Whom  can  we  trust  better,  than  our  own  cultivated  mind  ?  The  errors  of  other 
peoole  often  mislead  us.     Correct  ripe  right  judgment,* is  a  rare  and  precious  jewel. 

When  individuals  wish  you  to  act  on  their  information,  you  can  procure  their  certiii- 
cate  of  all  first,  then  consult  on  the  propriety  with  tried  ana  true  friends.  If  yonr 
friend  seeks  your  hospitality  in  distress,  or  retiring  from  his  country  in  ignominy  or 
disgrace,  extend  your  proper  relief  to  assist  his  misfortunes,  and  diminish  his  afflietions 
but  mark  you,  never  commit  yourself  to  any  of  his  misdeeds  that  reflect  dishonor  on 
principles  ;  advise  to  Justice,  and  enlighten  him  in  the  path  of  rectitude  and  probity. 
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How  many  m  the  world  might  do  better,  as  they  could  easUy  with  their  mind  know  better, 
but  they  are  too  short-sighted  to  do  the  right  thing.  Before  you  consult  a  friend,  con- 
sult your  own  best  judgment  in  evoking  3ie  best  practicable  views  of  the  subject,  and 
knowing  his  capacity  for  advice,  the  more  important  the  deeper  the  enterprise.  Many 
advisers  cannot  appreciate  new  conservative  revolutions,  and  thus  friendship  may  be 
actually  lost  in  the  depth  of  mind,  as  the  advised  may  be  afraid  to  follow,  where  his 
weak  advisers  forbid,  they  being  monopolists  and  in  antagonism  to  anything  that  may 
benent  others  than  themselves. 


DEMAG06ISM. 

The  infusion  of  demagogism  into  the  mass  of  the  people,  is  a  potent  engine  and 
machinery  of  power.  It  sacrifices  society,  and  disorganizes  the  conservative  principles 
of  the  universe. 

To  gain  its  point,  it  would  institute  universal  psychology  in  the  world,  that  popular 
mind  might  be  in  abeyance  to  its  exclusive  pretensions. 

It  affects  the  welfare  of  all,  to  promote  the  selfish  views  of  the  conspirators. 

The  demagogue  fears  his  constituents  when  he  cannot  mislead  them,  the  statesman 
appreciates  his  conscience,  and  does  his  best  duty  to  the  Creator. 

vVe  must  not  presume  too  much  on  the  mass  of  mankind,  as  their  brains  are  of  such 
aize  as  to  subject  them  to  guidance.  They  must  not  be  misled  by  peculiar  education, 
and  can  only  be  wisely  and  efiiciently  guarded  against  the  demagogue,  by  rational  light. 
Demagogues  of  no  kind  can  survive  in  the  atmosphere  of  rational  education.  This  will 
break  down  all  the  interior  walls  of  China,  reared  by  ignorance,  prejudice,  or  barbarism. 
What !  China  ignorant  ?  Yes  :  she  has  bigoted  ignorance  that  caused  her  to  stop  short 
of  her  high  attainments,  from  which  9he  has  retrograded.  If  she  do  not  batter  down 
her  walls  of  ignorance,  she  will  retrograde. 

Not  that  the  rich  should  be  upbraided  for  riches,  that  is  radical ;  nor  the  poor  for  pov- 
erty, that  is  unjust ;  but  that  right  and  justice  should  be  accorded  by  the  wisest  of  world's 
statesmen's  views. 

CRITICISM. 

The  world  needs  master  critics,  for  its  universal  utility.  Many  critics  cannot  gen- 
erally do  more  than  pander  to  beaten  paths.  They  are  not  suited  to  conservative  revo- 
lution. How  many  such  critics  are  incompetent !  In  old  times,  they  assumed  to  be 
masters,  now,  the  principles  of  God  have  mastered  for  mind.  Well  might  wise,  candid, 
honest  critics  be  desired. 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  language,  so  very  important  to  chasteness  and  elevation  of 
thought,  correctness  of  feelings,  contracts  in  business,  will  be  still  more  advanced  in  its 
universal  unity. 

Those  who  seek  to  be  the  light  of  the  world,  must  see  too,  that  in  the  refinements  of 
criticism,  that  a  juster  proportion  will  be  established  for  mind's  greatness.  Authors 
have  to  look  at  the  future  evolutions  of  mind,  and  relieve  the  world  of  all  its  impracti- 
cable peculiarities. 

No  precedent  is  good  that  reason  does  not  sanction ;  and  reason  must  be  qualified  like 
public  opinion,  by  the  purest  lights  of  philosophical  science.  The  master  teachers  of 
the  world,  are  the  authors  of  brilliant  and  original  genius. 

All  authors  must  be  in  a  proper  frame  of  mind  or  body,  to  think  and  write  satisfacto- 
rily. This  is  the  case  with  orators,  and  the  effect  of  their  address  is  proportionate  to 
the  state  of  the  audience.  The  greatest  preference,  then,  should  be  paid  to  those  that 
are  prompted  by  the  true  spirit  of  action,  not  forced  by  the  compulsion  of  want. 

The  true  end  of  science  enables  the  intelligent  world  to  select  systems,  not  mere  pro- 
fessional characters,  and  escape  the  precedents  of  dogmas  of  the  schools. 

The  hired  author  is  miserably  situated.  As  Emmet  said  of  his  epitaph,  original 
authors  might  say  of  criticism,  much  of  which  cannot  be  written  for  that  age.  Who 
can  review  all  works  satisfactorily  ?  Noble  critics'  mind  can  do  more  good,  to  protect 
mind  on  its  merits.  The  noblest  criticism  is  the  correct  one,  from  the  strongest  oppo- 
sition of  principles.  How  often  does  the  world  have  to  receive  sophistry,  mstead  of ' 
criticism. 

No  review  from  monopolists  or  usurpners,  can  be  worth  anything.  Nothing  less  than 
an  elevated  proper  criticism  can  do  justice  to  any  subject. 

The  master  criticism  is  not  of  that  exalted  stand,  that  the  world  and  mind  need. 
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MODERN  CLASSICAL  LITERATURE  OF  THE  WORLD. 

All  this  must  be  universal  on  rational  principles,  to  rationalize  mankind. 

It  is  full  high  time  and  tide,  that  the  rational  popular,  sovereignty  of  mind  of  the 
world,  spoke  its  rightful  code  to  the  whole  live  grand  divisions  in  a  proper  way. 

Such  classical  literature  is  for  the  moderns  to  think  rightly.  To  direct  a  noble  cnli- 
cism  is  the  right  culture  and  decision. 

Language  is  one  of  man^s  peculiarity.  That  must  be  religionized,  scieaceized — 
philosophized. 

The  world  needs  a  pure  and  genuine  literature  that  can  shed  a  glory  on  rational  mind, 
and  elevate  the  chastest  genius  to  the  chastest  position. 

The  world's  literature  is  deformed  by  the  peculiar  faith  obliquities.  Give  ap,  unwor- 
thy assumed  custodians,  this  charge,  to  the  holy  keeping  of  rational  liberalized  mind. 

The  world  needs  proper  reviews  with  rational  sincerity,  science,  and  philoisophy — 
otherwise,  it  is  naught.  The  trammels  of  the  schools  must  not  dictate  to  tlie  supremacy 
of  genius,  nor  the  highest  requisitions  of  rational  mind. 

THE  PRESS. 

The  press  can  speak  with  the  power  of  electricity,  and  wOl  equal  public  opinion  when 
both  are  truly  enlightened  on  proper  principles. 

The  editors  should  be  among  the  most  enlightened  citizens,  else  they  may  wield 
an  influence  that  often  perverts  public  taste  and  morals,  and  renders  the  press  unprin- 
cipled. 

Give  the  world  the  light  and  liberty  of  the  press,  sustained  by  a  liberal,  thai  it» 
rational,  education. 

What  can  be  worse  than  a  mischievous  or  mercenary  press.    The  court  press  of 
monarchy  is  hireling,  and  is  ever  responsible  to  censorship. 
•     Tyrants  hate  a  free  and  intelligent  press. 

A  conservative  revolution  is  demanded,  on  the  most  equitable  principles  of  mind,  as 
regards  the  press,  that  pours  forth  much  that  is  obviously  derogatory  to  intelligence. 
What  miserable  articles  are  displayed,  of  the  most  ignominious  superstition.  Is  sophis- 
trr  to  be  protected  by  the  most  degrading  machinations  against  the  probity  and  dignity 
of  truth  and  science  ? 

God's  universal  good  is  promoted  only  by  truth,  not  falsehoods.  If  we  are  to  hare 
fiction,  let  it  be  so ;  but  the  light  of  the  present  age  requires  the  proper  distinction 
between  them.  Let  it  not  be  still  left  to  minds  to  be  corrupted,  not  benefited,  by  such 
conceits. 

What  malign  influence  has  the  court  press  over  the  people.  All  presses,  as  govern- 
ments, should  be  the  constitutional  friend,  adviser,  and  protector  of  tlie  sovereign 
people,  not  its  deceiver. 

The  press  i&ay  print  the  laws  and  all  business  expedient  for  governments  ;  but  use  no 
sinister  influence  of  any  powers.  The  true  principle  is,  to  dissolve  all  government 
from  church,  bank,  working,  or  press-power. 

The  press  managers  assume  to  correct  morals,  whilst  some  of  them  are  not  exempt 
from  most  of  human  frailties  and  degraded  corruption.  What  jpalliation  can  be  offered, 
when  they  enjoy  the  most  of  light  and  liberty  ?  Do  they  refuse  to  claim  justice  for 
public  and  private  oppression  for  fear  of  injuring  subscription  lists  1  Then  that  press 
is  servile  and  degraded. 

Rouse  up,  patriots  of  the  press,  for  your  country  and  her  cause ;  the  dignity  and 
happiness  of  the  world. 

Your  delay  and  omission  may  be  even  fatal  in  many  of  the  issues  that  mind  has  to 
present  with  the  sophistry  of  the  world. 

The  read  genuine  liberty  of  mind  is  to  be  maintained  by  its  mishty  potency  in  its 
own  best  defence.  The  press  aids,  and  must  be  ever  true  to  itself,  to  the  equity  of 
laws,  and  the  justice  of  principles.  These  are  the  world-polities,  by  which  nations 
prosper,  and  mankind  are  blessed  with  glorious  and  permanent  results. 

The  press  needs  enlightened  editors  to  keep  the  heads  and  the  body  of  the  world 
right,  otherwise  corruption  may  ensue,  in  the  heads  of  government  especially. 

When  partisan  and  factitious  views  prevail,  from  a  low  train  of  conduct,  tfien  a  curse 
is  perpetrated.     Republics  necessarily  require  an  independent,  not  a  licentious  press. 

There  must  be  no  restriction  on  the  liberty  of  the  press  of  the  world,  that  it  main- 
tain an  exalted  supremacy,  as  one  of  the  most  potent  bulwarks  of  liberty.    This  is  to 
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expose,  with  other  enlightened  means,  the  defects  of  old  obsolete  governments  and 
their  rickety  plans. 

Let  the  world  see  the  abolition  of  censorship  on  the  press  in  all  social  proscriptions 
as  to  its  real  liberty,  and  a  conservative  revolution  will  have  been  established  worthy 
of  mind  most  rational.  What  will  elevate  the  press  to  its  best  standard?  The  right 
censorship,  of  rational  criticism.  No  despotic  censorship  of  the  press  can  be  tolerated 
by  the  world.  When  the  press  is  fully  freed  from  ignoble  censorship,  instituted  by 
social  proscription,  monopoly,  and  usurpation,  our  American  freedom  will  be  full. 
Criticism  must  be  as  comprehensive  as  the  universe,  and  the  press  must  be  untrammelled 
by  social  or  professional  proscription.  What  a  wretched  thing  it  is  to  have  a  press 
subsidized  to  political  hacks.  What  shall  the  world  think  of  those  that  prostitute  them- 
selves to  the  evil  genius  of  bad,  peculiar  faith  ? 

But  for  the  press,  this  Union  might  have  been  split  into  twain,  and  the  intelligence 
of  the  people,  their  patriotism  speaking  through  the  press.  When  it  becomes  fi'ee  in 
this  country,  then  matters  will  progress  better.  Let  us  have  a  free  and  enlightened 
press,  based  on  rational  education,  the  universal  accompaniment  of  rational  minds.  Let 
us  act  worthy  of  the  freedom  of  rational  mind. 

What  editor  in  this  country  can  dare  resist  proscription  of  society,  and  act  on  the 
principles  of  rational  mind  most  promptly  ?  \Vhy  is  the  press  sneaking  from  the 
responsibility  of  rational  mind,  by  reason  of  irrational  faiths  1  That  is  the  position,  a 
most  ignoble  one.  Freemen  are  cheated,  fooled,  bribed  by  peculiar  faith— a  base, 
degraded  means  of  despotism,  mind-toryism.  What  mind  so  tory  as  to  receive  such  ? 
Of  all  the  disgusting  fruits  of  peculiar  education,  none  are  so  disgusting  as  peculiar 
faith. 

Are  there  any  heresies  in  peculiar  faith? 

They  are  all  heresies,  presenting  no  truth  from  first  to  last.  Their  bibles  are  no 
more,  not  worth  any  more,  than  obsolete  almanacs,  no  more  truthful  than  astrological 
ones.  They  are  all  analogous,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  imposition.  Society 
cannot  be  in  a  worse  fix  than  by  peculiar  faith.  With  such  bibles,  faith,  kings,  emper- 
ors, popes,  papas,  lamas,  priestocracy  and  laity,  and  a  pliable  press,  who  cannot  feel  a 
licentiousness  to  play  the  felon  on  the  world  1 

Constitutional  governments  demand  better  things  of  a  servile  or  cringing  press.  Let 
the  free  voice  of  a  rational  people  be  understood. 

VERACITY  OR  TRUTH,  AND  EFFECTS  OF  ITS  VIOLATION. 

The  best  social  interests  of  the  world  and  of  mankind,  require  the  maintenance  of 
this  principle,  but  by  what  shall  we  guard  against  perjury  that  is  so  often  involved  in  its 
violation  ?  As  respectable  as  the  world  is  professional,  or  otherwise  in  talents  and 
integrity,  it  is  apt  to  run  aground,  in  the  abundant  violations  of  veracity. 

Adulation  must  yield  to  candor,  and  however  pronesome  may  be  by  their  evil  pro- 
pensities to  pervert  themselves  and  the  world,  jumping  into  the  quagmire  of  their  mas- 
ters without  help  to  any,  the  superior  taste  of  wisdom  and  truth,  will  counteract  this  by 
degrees.  They  who  honor  veracity,  test  its  virtue  and  benefits  in  their  own  cases, 
acting  with  the  best  of  good  faith,that  is  essential  and  ever  due  to  God,  and  man^s  social 
relations,  in  which  every  human  rational  being  is  most  deeply  interested. 

To  resign  truth,  is  stupid  resignation  of  her  all-important  benefits.  She  is  indispen- 
sable in  the  universe,  to  God  and  mind  as  the  only  exponents  of  facts. 

Truth  is  ever  indispensable  in  religion. 

Truth  and  honesty  are  inseparable  in  religion. 

All  their  codes  must  be  certainly  and  entirely  consistent. 

All  that  look  to  society,  must  look  to  good  faith,  itself  dependent  on  troth  and  honesty. 

Peculiar  faith,  not  consistent  with  universal  faith  of  principles,  is  suicidal  as  bad  faith 
to  the  world. 

All  the  blessings  that  truth  procures,  are  to  be  sought  under  her  auspices.  Under 
such  a  conspicuous  advantage,  man  must  rely  to  attain  what  is  just.  They  who  violate 
serious  truth,  are  dishonored  at  once  most  deeply  without  limits,  resign  gifts  of  invalu- 
able character,  and  impeach  their  own  standing  far  beyond  all  the  exertions  and  machi- 
nations of  their  most  hostile  opponents. 

Man*s  own  evil  contrivance  in  his  own  cunning,  kills  himself  the  worst  of  all. 

Short  sighted  are  any  to  lose  the  confidence  of  the  public,  the  avenue  to  their  cre- 
dence and  the  only  claim  to  their  belief,  even  when  they  afterwards  speak  the  truth. 
Will  any  adopt  any  position  that  impugns  reason  and  expels  truth,  to  gratify  his  appe- 
tite for  power,  ambition,  or  love  of  money  ? 
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He  creates  ignominy  and  contempt  for  his  word  in  a  court  of  justice,  a  barrier  to  liis 
and  others^  rights,  the  scoff  of  the  world,  and  throws  away  jewels  of  the  brightest  luc»tre 
for  dross  and  dust. 

He  loses  his  self-respect,  the  esteem  of  the  virtuous.  Here  the  wise  see  settled 
fixed  principles,  and  the  penalties  of  violation.  He  who  loses  this  pore  virtue,  has  los»t 
a  treasure  that  this  world  can  never  supply.  Banish  this  test  of  fidelity  from  this  globe, 
and  a  void  is  created,  that  science  cannot  supply,  to  disturb  the  balance  of  confidence 
and  the  pleasures  of  mind.  The  mind  turns  with  disgust  from  the  scene,  and  contem- 
plates the  picture  with  distrust  and  uncertainty. 

Without  truth,  the  universe  loses  her  principles,  and  principles  become  chaos  and 
confusion. 

Remember  that  the  greatest  triumph  is  the  moral  after  the  religious,  and  above  all, 
over  those  who  have  violated  truth.  Veracity  can  be  best  obtained  in  courts  of  justice, 
by  affirmation,  when  all  have  the  true  appreciation  of  morals  and  religion. 

The  highest  can  only  be  given  by  a  correct  appreciation  of  the  great  first  cause  of 
the  universe,  whose  myriads  of  suns,  with  their  hosts  of  planets  speak  a  universal  lan- 
guage to  the  supreme  dynasty  of  mind,  which  attends  the  continued  succession  of  the 
generations  of  their  inhabitants.  The  revealed  faith  violates  the  first  principles  of 
evidence  and  truth,  and  as  vitiated  testimony,  must  be  ruled  out  of  the  respectable  notice 
of  monotheists.  Its  race  is  nearly  run,  and  should  be  at  once,  as  it  shocks  moral  and 
religious  sense  and  truth. 

When  man  perverts  all  good  actions,  speaks  falsely  and  aats  so,  generally,  worshipping 
cunning  instead  of  adoring  wisdom,  then  if  he  sufiers  speedy  penalties,  who  can  be 
surprised  ? 

Good  faith,  truth,  and  hone-sty,  are  invaluable  to  mind,  and  all  are  the  smartest  in  the 
end  that  use  all  such.  The  cunning  circumventor  is  a  simpleton  and  poltroon,  afraid  to 
face  facts  and  come  to  tlie  exact  point. 

What  shall  counteract  the  immense  amount  of  perjury  of  the  day,  but  the  institution 
of  the  most  exalted  principles,  that  will  dignify  mind  in  its  most  elevated  degree  1 

Is  self-interest  to  pervert  truth  ? 

Many  people  think  that  they  may  pervert  the  world  their  way,  but  the  future  penalty 
is  what  may  disturb  them.  1  here  is  such  a  thing  as  one's  actions  recoiling,  such  k 
thing  as  retributive  justice. 

What  numbers  of  people  are  irresponsible  for  honor  of  word  or  system ;  their 
pledges  amount  to  nothing :  they  do  not  know  the  value  of  a  man^s  word.  Their  ac- 
tions do  not  correspond  to  promises.     Can  they  be  safely  trusted  1 

Their  heart  is  of  as  much  value  as  their  liver  or  any  other  vital  organ,  for  their  mind 
has  not  been  duly  cultivated,  and  their  conscience  has  not  been  awakened. 

Mind  sufiers  its  most  poignant  regret,  from  adequate  penalty  reaching  it. 

The  respect  due  ourselves  and  the  world,  must  be  earned,  to  be  deserved  amid  the 
conflicts  of  interest  especially,  therefore  all  are  concerned  in  the  greatest  good  to  the 
world. 

Truth  is  truth  no  matter  the  authority,  and  upholds  itself.  A  falsehood,  no  matter  tbe 
asserter,  destroys  itself.  Bad  citizens  will  stultify  themselves  before  principles,  and 
prove  their  corruption  by  awful  falsehoods  when  expedient,  and  throw  away  the  con- 
fidence of  the  community,  that  truth  and  honesty  procure. 

Never  affect  to  be  above  the  humble  means  of  honest  elevation,  whether  or  not  yon 
can  prove  yourself  worthy  by  merit  of  rising  from  obscurity  to  celebrity.  Strong  minds 
do  not  avoid  their  history,  nor  will  truthful  persons  deny  it. 

What  a  miserable  state  of  things  arises  from  the  habit  of  not  speaking  the  truth ; 
the  person  goes  from  bad  to  worse,  never  believed  rightfully,  but  at  the  hazard  of  vio- 
lating all  self-respect.     The  individual  is  looked  upon  as  a  bad  member  of  society. 

The  conversation  of  some  circles  rather  reflects  on  them,  for  want  of  the  necessary 
qualities,  as  truth  and  honesty.  Now  what  makes  the  real  and  essential  difference  Ik?- 
tween  the  respectable  and  tlie  reverse,  but  the  most  universal  practice  compatible  on 
the  adoption  of  everlasting  principles?  All  the  world  has  to  be  estimated  alike  on  its 
practices  and  actions,  that  decide  character.  We  see  the  least  number  possible  to  irll 
the  truth,  if  their  interest  misleads,  and  is  supposed  to  be  best  promoted  the  otbcr 
way. 

Many  do  not  appreciate  the  value  of  their  word,  whether  in  church  or  out,  in  all 
situations  even. 

Few  can  say  their  word  is  their  bond,  as  only  honest  men  can  aflirm  it.  Church 
noembership  will  not  make  them  do  it,  if  the  right  principles  be  not  there,  consequently 
we  prove  that  it  is  not  church  membership  but  principles,  that  operate  in  religion,  and 
that  can  only  be  instituted  by  God  alone,  who  created  the  whole  subject.  On  this  God- 
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gift,  there  must  be  the  noblest  appreciaticin  through  all  the  blessed  lights  of  rational 
edacation. 

Damon  and  Pythias  were  extraordinary  men,  performing  their  word  at  the  hazard  of 
their  tiTes;  one  no  less  b^  his  obligation  of  friendship,  the  other  no  less  by  that  of  grati- 
tude. There  was  no  inflaence  of  peculiar  faith  to  do  this.  Truth  ever  depends  on 
principles  self-sustaining,  not  on  faith  opinions,  unless  sustained  by  certain  facts.  The 
man  that  evidently  violates  the  principle  of  facts,  is  not  to  be  believed  when  he  asserts 
general  facts  on  peculiar  faith.  What  claims  has  he  to  any  gen  demands  confidence  if 
be  act  thus  knowingly  to  the  abuse  of  reason,  justice  and  wiwlom  ?  Too  late  he  finds 
it  is  bis  highest  honor  and  interest  to  speak  the  whole  truth,  to  obtain  what  is  dae  as  his 
own :  general  confidence. 

Here,  then,  intelligence  or  intellectual  sincerity,  acknowledges  the  severe  penalty. 
The  shame  and  ignominy  among  men,  is  of  itself,  no  small  amount.  When,  in  daily 
transactions,  persons  falsify  their  words  all  the  time  when  profitable,  or  even  by  rainons 
habits  imposed  by  false  views  and  bad  raising,  and  even  in  a  court  of  conscience,  then 
it  is  plain,  they  are  short-sighted  to  self^estruction,  without  one  redeeming  virtue  in 
such  iniquities.  This  is  so  dangerously  degrading  as  to  little  remove  the  perpetrators 
from  the  animal,  responsible  to  neither  God  nor  man. 

Credence  is  best  maintained  by  good  fiiith  to  all  the  world^s  requisitions.  In  yonr 
life  make  no  absolute  promise  to  perform,  or  require  none  beyond  what  is  rational  or 
practicable. 

If  fact  be  transcended,  what  malign  influence  may  not  arise  ?  W^e  must  recollect 
that  habits  grow.  Obituaries  should  be  true  and  just,  else  they  are  contemptible. 
£ulogiums  should  be  rarely  published  of  the  living,  as  they  ma^  degenerate  into  flattery 
and  sophistry  of  morals.  Candor  in  everything  is  most  beoommg.  Stop  short  at  once, 
at  the  noblest  word,  No,  when  expedient. 

Men  who  exact  impracticable  promises,  do  not  comply  themselves,  if  unprincipled, 
when  it  does  not  suit  their  profits. 

s 

SOCIAL  RELATIONS  AND  VIRTUE. 

Undkk  the  auspices  of  tmth  and  honesty,  good  faith  is  due  society,  to  promote  the 
consummation  of  all  the  noblest  principles. 

The  preservation  promotes  the  blessings,  while  the  violation  of  good  faith  entails  the 
curses  on  the  world.  All,  then,  are  enlisted  as  good  and  true  members,  to  insure  the 
best  for  mutual  benefit,  as  well  for  self  as  for  the  whole  public. 

To  advance  all  the  legitimate  expectations  of  the  world,  each  citizen  is  a  self-agent. 

The  violation  of  any  one  relation  by  any  one  member,  disorganizes  the  equilibrium. 

Any  legitimate  action  of  mind  transcended,  involves  difficulties,  as  well  by  action  as 
by  example,  both  of  which  have  their  influence  as  good  or  bad. 

The  question,  then,  does  not  remain  with  evil  tendency  in  commission,  reflecting  back 
on^he  actor,  but  also  forward  on  the  world. 

Each  can  satisfy  himself  of  the  least  evils  of  self,  as  of  the  least  corruptions  of 
others. 

It  will  be  best  to  review  the  primary  transgressions,  and  their  reaction  on  society. 

The  necessary  right  result  will  be,  to  make  gentlemen,  whose  character  will  be  con- 
sidered the  real  noblemen  of  nature.  Many  mistake  that  they  do  not  owe  civility  or 
courtesy,  when  they  have  no  afifection.     The  world  owes  both  the  first. 

In  the  first  rank  is  that  refined  sentiment  to  be  ever  shown  to  ladies,  who  are  entitled 
thereto  on  all  legitimate  positions,  from  the  poorest  to  the  richest.  Woman*s  diverg- 
ence from  her  appropriate  sphere,  can  be  appropriately  met.  Rebukes  can  be  giveta  the 
g:enteelest  ladies  and  the  highest  functionaries,  by  the  hierhest  counteraction  of  any 
inacbination,  in  the  front  rank  of  which  stands  a  virtuous  independence,  that  retires  from 
any  theatre  where  antagonism  would  not  be  satisfactory.  Exclusive  independence  is  • 
the  coarse  with  impracticable  people ;  in  fact  there  is  but  one  way  of  proceeding  rightly, 
generally,  on  this  earth :  by  independent  action ^  Not  only  must  we  equalize  all  citizens 
in  securing  an  education  always  rational,  but  time  aftec  labor  certainly*  for  recreation 
and  some  mental  improvement.  The  vast  and  unlimited  resources  of  mind  as  to  this 
earth,  will  meet  this  mighty  problem  in  course  of  time.  In  filling  time  with  most  suit- 
able employment,  the  world  guards  best  against  immoral  habits.  All  rational  beings 
that  have  necessarily  to  act  on  the  defensive  must  do  so,  as  resenting  on  principles,  not 
for  blind  vengeance. 

The  particular,  social,  civil,  and  individual  protection  of  the  family,  is  most  honors^  . 
b)y  confiaed  to  the  neaiest  relationsi  as  fathoTi  brotheis,  &c» 
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Religioasly  uphold  your  word  and  faith  before  the  whole  world.  If  yon  do  not  dk- 
close  at  the  proper  time,  all  necessary,  you  may  exclude  yourself  of  all  that  will  protect 
yon  afterwards. 

Firmness  is  next  to  conscientiousness,  in  carrying  out  all  the  obligations  of  society. 

THE  FIRST  PRINCIPLES  OF  SOCIETY. 

Calumnt  and  prejudice  are  abundant  woiid  currencies ;  but  while  we  may  hare  to 
hear  evil  reports  mixed  up  with  better,  we  should  not  circulate  any  to  the  injury  <if  the 
innocent.  Let  no  punishment  or  penalty  be  placed  on  contingent,  arbitrary  arrange- 
ments, when  wise  principles  should  govern. 

Let  not  bible  bigots  presume  upon  any  policy,  on  the  fear  of  superstitious  minds ;  but 
let  wise,  rational  discussion  ever  supersede  all  such  abomination.  One  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  is  to  get  mind  up  to  its  full  world  duty,  in  all  the  circles  of  social  relations. 
The  world  needs  light  of  mind,  at  the  right  time,  and  all  the  buoyant  influences.  Partial 
and  abstract  efforts  will  not  answer. 

Legislation  is  not  up  to  the  full  demands  of  justice,  or  morals  of  exact  science. 
What  an  anomaly  is  presented  when  an  abortionist  was  convicted  of  foerticide,  and 
because  there  was  not  quickening  of  the  foetus ;  therefore  it  was  only  a  misdemeanor, 
and  not  a  felony !  And  doctors  are  said  to  be  engaged  in  this  nefarious  business,  worse 
than  the  unnatural  parents.  All  such  is  nothing  less  than  murder,  and  can  only  be  thus 
treated  by  wise  legislation. 

Take  not  a  seducer  to  your  confidence.  How  do  you  know  all  such  ?  Who  is  not 
one  ?  Those  that  hold  themselves  in  abeyance  to  universal  principles.  Does  any  per- 
son know  him  or  herself?  Those  that  neglect  principles,  or  the  precautions  that  govern 
by  principles,  are  liable  to  the  laws  of  force  and  impulse.  There  are  people,  of  both 
sexes,  of  so  equivocal  character,  that  the  genteel,  well-ordered  world  cannot  associate 
with. 

Those  of  principle  are  bound  to  assist  the  world  in  its  ignorance  and  want,  but  they 
cannot  trust  them  to  their  confidence :  if  they  do,  they  damn  themselves.  Analysis  of 
the  world  is  essential  to  its  well-being. 

The  world  must  not  take  advantage  of  lovely  innocence.  Those  who  meet  with 
many  poor,  ignorant  people,  who  have  had  no  education,  must  not  make  these  the  easy 
pey  to  seduction  and  vice.  What,  if  you  are  the  means  of  that  seduction  ?  If  the  world 
be  a  thief  pirate,  are  you  going  to  be  the  conscious  receiver  ?  Let  the  eye  of  phncij^ 
watch  for  God. 

If  the  world  do  not  act  on  principle,  it  degrades  itself.  On  principles  you  can  soc- 
cessfuUy  defend  your  reputation  against  all,  the  most  degraded  of  the  human  family. 

These  will  institute  the  best  supervision  over  those  cities  that  adhere  to  wickedness 
and  are  stupid  in  crime — ^wbose  coverts  are  polluted  by  corruption — are  an  abominatios 
to  virtue,  and  whose  iniquitous  ways  pervert  the  best  institutions  of  the  land.  Nothing 
but  the  greatest  amount  of  practicable  independence,  can  promote  the  first  principles  of 
society.  The  homestead  exemption  seems  to  be  one  of  the  blessings  of  the  best  of  wise 
governments,  in  promoting  a  virtuous  independence.  Resist  no  law  of  the  land  in  exe- 
cution, unless  such  position  calls  for  conservative  revolution  that  can  be  properiy 
encountered.  Sense  and  virtue  beget  the  noblest  independence.  Man  must  not  laake 
shipwreck  of  life,  but  carry  out  the  supremacy  of  mino,  and  rise  snperior  to  difficulties. 

One  of  the  best  view^  in  life,  is  to  avoid  not  only  what  is  sophistry,  but  all  its  color- 
ings, as  productive  of  much  world  difficulties.  When  we  violate  any  principle,  it  most 
react  some  way  or  other,  on  some  point  of  society,  with  retributive  justice.  The  world 
must  counteraet  the  vile,  social  machinations,  and  despotism. 

How  shall  we  rectify  about  persons  that  are  oppressive,  and  from  whom  there  can  be 
bat  little  or  no  redress?  They  should  be  exposed,  and  when  public  opinion  is  enUghteaed 
and  sound,  they  will  be  punished. 

You  should  pay  all  honorable  demands,  eren  to  taxes,  that  may  look  oppressive ;  bot 
with  a  protest,  that  you  may  do  justice  to  both  sides,  in  a  justifiable  way  and  time. 

Have  all  explanations  practicable  at  the  time. 

ETIQUETTE. 

It  is  important  that  people  should  conform  to  the  right  usages  of  soeietr,  not  because 
ssnctioned  by  time  or  personal  authority,  but  commended  as  right.  People  mut  dress 
and  adhere  to  etiquette  of  society,  as  a  matter  of  phUn  sense,  Tirtae  and  honesty,  ss 
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marks  to  distinguish  the  grvAeB  and  character  of  society  rightly  ;  as  well  as  use  a  cour- 
tesy of  refined  manners,  just  to  nature  and  conformable  to  elevation  of  character. 
Every  man  should  adapt  himself  to  the  disposition  of  others,  as  far  as  principles  permit, 
to  do  them  justice. 

The  proper  way  of  treating  the  world,  is  to  prevent  its  improper  liberties.  We 
should  make  the  world  estimate  us  for  personal  merits. 

The  greatest  impropriety  in  modest  people,  is  not  promptly  resenting  with  the  worth- 
less tribe,  one^s  dignity  at  once  apd  on  the  spot,  not  by  descending  to  their  level,  but  of 
acting  oo  the  legitimate  principle. 

FRIENDSHIP  ALIENATED. 

Tp  friendship  be  alienated  unintentionally,  or  by  misunderstanding,  it  may  be  reme- 
died by  proper  and  skilful  management.  The  character  of  the  notes  addressed  may  be 
required  to  be  most  friendly,  as  they  are  between  mutual  friends. 

The  strength  of  sorrow  and  sympathy  must  be  advocated,  at  the  proper  time,  by  the 
suitable,  tangible  test  and  evident  standard,  in  tlie  overwhelming  loss  of  our  friend, 
thereby  evincing  the  proof  of  friendship  ;  and  the  best  evidence  of  his  best  actions,  is 
industry  and  exertion  to  repair  all  losses.  If  a  person  do  you  a  wanton,  intentional 
injury,  prevent  the  second,  any  way,  of  principle.  Do  not  trust  him  any  further,  as  to 
leave  it  in  his  power  to  do  so  again.     Beware  of  such  a  savagd  the  second  time. 

SENSE  AND  CUNNING. 

Proper  cultivated  sense  adopts  those  full  comprehensive  principles  that  lead  to  correct 
action  and  sound  thought,  to  secure  the  best  rewards  of  life. 

Cunning  devises  plans,  to  escape  the  penalties  for  present  gratification.  The  first 
institutes  such  a  policy  as  will  insure  a  permanent  safety,  and  prosperous  issues  as  far 
as  mind  can  influence  ;  the  other  hazards  much  in  the  contingencies  of  opinions  and  the 
acts  of  duplicity. 

The  first  acts  from  reason,  the  other  yields  too  much  to  plausible  feats,  and  is  more 
concerned  in  clever  and  adroit  designs. 

The  first  makes  valid  contracts  and  executes  them  ;  the  last  seeks  to  avoid  them, 
unless  they  turn  out  profitable  speculations,  then  nothing  is  said  against  them,  as  they 
are  then  considered  fair  business  transactions. 

Cunning  lays  hold  of  the  rise,  but  refuses  the  fall  and  loss  in  property.  The  people 
of  the  world  have  to  observe  the  perversion  of  mind  in  its  various  faces,  though  nearly 
all  have  to  pay  for  that  observation  by  something  in  experience.  The  best  corrective 
to  counteract  perversion  of  mind  in  its  various  shades,  will  be  a  liberal  education,  and 
all  liberal  education  should  be  rational.  • 

The  world  is  not  safe  otherwise  with  mind  of  cunning,  that  tends  to  display  itself  in 
all  diversified  personifications.  The  best  evidence  of  the  difiTerence  is  finally  seen  in 
transactions  of  enlarged  business.  That  of  insurance  offices,  that  are  designed  to  protect 
honest  stiflTerers,  is  certainly  not  to  reward  the  base  designs  of  cunning  and  fraud,  its 
late  acquaintance,  burning  up  and  destroying  insured  property.  ! 

The  intellectual  safety  of  proper  sense  appeals  with  high-minded  satisfaction  to  the 
honest  policy  of  an  honest  world.  The  people  in  general  should  have  plain  honest  sense 
presented  them,  as  they  most  rarely  understand  metaphysical  and  figurative  language, 
that  hides  itself  for  refuge  in  all  the  false  pretences  and  devices  of  mysteries. 

How  can  they  decide  rightly  on  mighty  questions,  that  involve  in  their  solution  the 
deepest  science,  unless  properly  discussed  and  fairly  represented  ? 

There  are  some  people  very  smart  in  the  world  by  their  cunning.  They  deceive  in 
the  end,  ruin,  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  the  world,  and  deceive  themselves. 

Cunning  has  after-thoilghu  of  escaping  irom  incurred  difficulties,  as  the  penitentiaiy 
and  other  penalties ;  wisdom  avoids  them  by  fore-thoughts. 

How  many  seek  the  world-tact,  instead  of  sterling  merit.  Cunninff  often  defeats 
itself  by  its  own  means.  The  greatest  opposition  may  make  nations  and  individuals  of 
talents  great  indeed,  as  causing  the  most  enlarged  display  of  nature^s  greatness. 

It  is  a  fact  incontcstible  that  rational  mind  only  requires  the  most  appropriate  theatre, 
for  the  proper  exhibition  of  its  qualities. 
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THE  WEAK  POINTS  OF  SOCIETY, 

Want  of  liberal  and  philosophical  rational  education  is  one^  and  always  will  be, 
3rielding  the  flock  toerery  wolf  that  enshroiids  his  ambitioQ  in  sheep's  clothing. 

If  all  free  men  have  a  just  education  that  is  adorned  by  science,  philosophy  and 
analysis,  the  sooner  and  better  every  rational  mind  will  be  competent  for  its  spiiere  and 
mission  on  this  earth.  Such  competency,  by  analysis  of  man's  inherent  condition  in 
the  vicissitudes  of  life,  will  render  the  advancement  of  the  greatest  happiness  of  the 
people,  adequate  for  promotion  of  their  legitimate  and  necessary  demand. 

Well  bred  and  liberally  educated  people  of  both  sexes  see  and  feel  the  effects  of 
transgression  of  the  great  principles,  that  guide  life  to  its  best  fruition. 

There  are  many  points  in  the  great  code  of  life,  that  individuals  only  can  recognisct 
and  wisely  manage.  What  a  host  of  duties  are  brought  around  the  laws  of  nataie, 
unwritten  save  in  the  mind  !  How  can  that  mind  analyze,  if  unprepared,  as  it  has  been 
by  black-letter  bibles,  for  the  facts  of  nature  ? 

The  debasement  of  mind  by  the  subtle  policies  of  the  world,  is  hardly  to  be  estimated  by 
common  analysis.  Some  people  have  had  their  minds  so  miserably  perverted,  that  tbej 
would  prefer  killing  a  fellow-being  for  notoriety  ! 

Many  would  murder,  by  legally  robbing  all  a  man  had.  Many  cowardly,  unprincipled 
wretches,  would  crush  the  whole  manly  spirit  of  the  world,  to  secure  its  mastery. 

Haggard  want  has  driven  men  from  their  high  mental  estate,  and  thousands  of  poor 
girls  are  starved  and  seduced  into  prostitution.  But  what  are  the  intermediate  steps. 
for  the  honor  of  human  nature  ?  How  many  youthful  females  are  dragged  to  hopeless 
misery  and  degradation,  by  the  wily  seductions  of  more  richly  endowed  acquaintances  ? 

Wise  legislation  should  protect  innocence  and  virtue,  against  all  those  who  will  take 
advantages  in  any  such  way.  It  must  protect  the  high  principles  of  honor  from  viola- 
tion, the  debasement  of  the  needy  by  prostitution,  darkening  their  future  perdition. 

The  strong  and  wise  guardianship  of  government  should  be  interposed,  to  prevent 
the  forcing  poor  fallen  sex  to  a  deeper  degradation,  to  hM  up  mankind  tho  best  ooder 
the  circumstances. 

A  better  order  of  things  will  arise  to  the  world  universally,  when  rational  mind 
reaches  its  mastery. 

One  of  the  weakest  points  in  society,  is  the  conduct  of  frail  woman.  But  is  not  man 
AS  much  responsible  for  his  part  of  virtue,  as  much  as  woman  ? 

Many  a  seduction  has  been  perpetrated  not  by  mere  intrinsic  frailty,  but  from  want 
and  necessity,  that  have  been  taken  advantage  of  by  man,  who  has  committed  the 
greatest  crime. 

Among  the  baser  passions,  revenge  has  been  more  the  instigator  than  avarice,  by 
woman. 

What  can  sustain  woman,  in  her  proper  high  condition  ?  The  world  will  sincerely 
be  ready  to  do  justice  to  female  chastity,  and  defend  it  when  necessary,  if  woman  be 
firm  to  her  own  position. 

To  be  that,  man  must  do  his  duty.     Woman  must  be  justly  dealt  with. 

Woman^s  conduct  is  her  best  jewel,  that  outshines  all  libels.  The  line  of  de- 
markation  is  drawn  forever,  between  the  virtuous  and  suspicious  of  aociety,  for  its  best 
protection  and  defence. 

Too  late  lost  woman  finds  that  that  line  can  never  be  expunged.  What  profit  are 
all  certificates  to  a  woman,  more  than  suspected  ? 

The  ab^doned  should  be  preserved  from  lower  degradation.  The  virtuous  roust  not 
be  brought  below  their  own,  and  only  safe  standard.  It  is  not  tho  base  alloy,  the  coun- 
terfeit, but  the  genuine  currency  that  wise  legislation  must  seek  to  preserve.  The 
world  must  come  to  its  own  rescue.     Man  has  an  important  part  in  this  drama. 

Dae  Tdspect  to  society  has  to  be  inculcated,  for  it  to  be  protected. 

Genius  always  seems  eccentric  to  the  vulgar  herd,  from  pre-conceive<l  views  and 
prejudices,  but  none  other  than  general  good  results  are'  to  decide  the  question 
properly. 

What  are  the  ignorant,  careless,  and  exposed,  to  do  ? 

They  should  be  cared  for  by  the  State,  to  correct  their  manners  and  morals,  and  that 
in  time. 

The  acquaintance  of  some  people  is  a  constant  annoyance  and  injury.  Wc  should 
be  evei; watchful  in  life  with  many,  else  we  may  get  more  than  we  ever  bargained  f(V. 
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THE  WOKLD. 

The  world  makes  the  best  show  and  parade,  too  often  with  the  insidious  auctioneer 
biddinfr,  of  seeking  popularity  and  credit,  that  have  been  already  overstretched. 

Wc  often  find  that  the  winnings  have  been  recorded,  but  all  the  losses  are  forgotten 
or  omitted. 

What  is  half  its  authority  worth,  but  a  memento  of  exploded  customs,  degraded  super- 
stitions, and  discreditable  faiths? 

M^he  time  is  hardly  passed  when  the  moon,  in  her  various  phases,  governed  the  house- 
wife and  husbandman,  the  mariner  and  traveller,  from  whom  is  never  to  be  excepted 
the  priest,  whenever  to  be  turned  to  account  of  profit.  The  less  wise  the  world,  the 
more  advice  it  is  offered. 

How  ignorantly  the  mass  proceeds.. 

Its  leaders  have  been  mostly  designing  men  of  every  age,  assuming  popular  respect, 
whose  name,  character  and  words,  cannot  be  endorsed. 

Where  is  science,  the  friend  and  patron  of  mind,  the  world  ?  The  ancients  did  not 
know  half  the  globe  ;  it  was  the  genius  and  science  of  Columbus  that  gave  continent* 
to  the  circle  of  man^s  knowledge.  There  are  some  world-problems  for  solution,  as  the' 
disposition  of  rational  beings  for  best  rational  existence,  individuals  and  nations  of  the 
whole  world.  For  this  the  talents  of  the  world  should  be  concentrated.  Thanks  t» 
science  and  mind,  above  all,  the  providence  of  the  Creator,  no  monopoly  of  the  world 
is  practicable. 

One  of  the  most  tried  for  dominion  has  been  martial  usurpation.  But  the  conquerors, 
as  the  conquered,  sleep,  and  their  possessions  have  passed  to  strangers,  men  not  even 
thought  of  in  their  days. 

Nations  who  have  changed  the  plan  of  military  operations,  fond  of  gunpowder 
aspirations,  ere  they  reach  the  height  of  their*  wishes  of  conquest,  may  be  sick  at  an 
early  period  of  their  designs,  tliat  are  mere  trifles  for  the  good  they  do  the  world. 

Mian's  wildest  ambition  cannot  be  satiated  by  all  attainable  for  improper  purposes. 
The  most  extensive  attempts  at  speculation  have  been  made  in  articles  of  diet,  that  can 
be  easily  superseded  by  others.  Most  of  such  articles  keep  too  little  time,  or  the 
cl<>mands  of  the  producer  and  the  profits  of  the  capitalist  do  not  permit  it.  Climate 
interferes  and  puts  in  her  negative. 

The  world  is  made  rifjlit ;  it  is  man  that  misreads  and  misuses  it.  Nothing  less  than 
the  comprehension  of  the  world^s  subjects  can  enable  mind  to  keep  pace  with  the  ag6 
and  the  civilization  of  mind. 

We  should  so  fix  the  world  that  it  will  subserve  the  noblest  purposes  of  mind,  its 
master,  instead  of  injuring  the  great  objects  of  its  creation. 

The  imperial  position  of  the  world  is  in  expansive  commerce,  and  proportionate  light 
of  freedom. 

Great  railroads  are  to  unite  oceans,  and  navigation  of  oceans  is  to  unite  continents 
and  islands.  All  this  will  further  the  code  that  nations  of  the  world  will  adopt,  whereby 
we  shall  experience  the  benefits  of  one  universal  brotherhood. 

Many  crimes  that  now  disfigure  the  earth'^s  fairest  surface  will  be  then  obliterated. 
There  will  be  no  inducement  for  national  wars,  public  or  private  assassinations,  secret 
misileeds  and  crimes  of  cabinets,  when  they  cannot  be  committed  with  impunity,  and 
without  the  world's  rebuke.  The  pope's  excommunication  will  then  be  nothing  to  the 
moral  power  of  the  world,  that  will  reflect  blessings  on  man,  honor  to  God,  excommu- 
nicating all  excommunications. 

The  world  has  to  be  civilized,  and  all  nations  are  concerned  in  the  solution  of  that 
mighty  problem. 

The  most  important  points,  that  bear  most  materially  on  its  evils,  should  be  duly 
attended  to. 

TO  GOVERN  THE  •WORLD,  AND  RIGHTLY  MASTER  IT. 

The  proper  position  is  the  best  independence,  and  not  till  then  its  unbounded  respect 
and  attention  can  be  secured.  To  keep  it  getting  any  undue  advantage  of  us.  is  to  be 
full  master  of  principles,  that  lead  us  safely  through  life,  and  never  enslave  us  by  impe- 
rial powers  that  bestride  Uie  world,  nor  imprison  us  in  any  of  the  castles  or  dungeons 
of  evil  passions. 

How  better  can  we  secure  proper  exemption  from  exposure  to  the  various  tricks  in 
trades,  by  fair  representations  on  our  part,  and  the  fundamental  security  of  best  known 
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characters  to  deal  with  ?    If  we  allow  them  invariably  a  living  price,  nothing  better 
tends  to  insure  all  this  in  the  very  best  pledge. 

Self-interest,  second  to  not  even  money  power,  is  the  world's  first  love,  and  that  is  to 
be  primarily  regarded.  By  taking  nothing  for  granted,  we  may  avoid  deception  of  the 
many  that  live  on  the  world,  getting  their  living  out  of  others,  who  arc  caused  to  ihVe 
all  for  granted  as  right,  till  the  object  is  accomplished,  then  no  matter  about  the  recom- 
pense. 

We  must  not  only  master  the  points,  but  those  who  abuse  the  world  by  their  acts, 
else  any  conservative  revolution  is  vain,  as  it  will  be  presumptive,  when  it  cannot 
secure  the  wise  tribunal  of  reason. 

The  world  can  be  best  managed  by  a  wise  independence,  the  glorious  mentality,  the 
most  honorable  competition. 

Keep  the  world  straight,  and  act  independently  of  it.  Hold  it  to  exact  justice. 
Dishonesty  should  not  pervade  in  proper  society,  under  under  any  forms  that  tricky 
lawyers  originate.  / 

Much  is  often  said  about  false  principles,  but  there  can  be  no  such  thing,  as  Cod 
created  principles,  and  all  are  true ;  it  is  man's  appreciation  of  them,  that  presents  a 
false  position  and  appreciation. 

It  is  false  doctrines  and  their  systems,  not  principles. 

The  great  questions  of  the  world  absorb  all,  as  matters  of  principle.  Commercial 
enterprise  is  one  of  the  great  elements  of  rational  education.  Principles  are  the  main 
points.  There  is  a  deep  want  of  courtesy,  frankness,  in  the  world.  The  wisest  appli- 
cation of  mind  is  most  highly  essential.  What  is  there  in  life  that  does  not  demand  it 
most  potently  ?  In  the  purchase  of  property,  the  purchaser  may  pay  all  he  has,  and 
then  has  to  yield  up  all  purchased.  Is  this  a  proper  use  of  mind  ?  Is  it  a  proper  view 
of  one's  duty  and  action  ? 

Many  purchasers  of  lands  and  houses  on  credit  have  been  sold  out  of  all,  and  all 
their  other  property. 

This  is  ambition,  or  folly  overreached. 

How  many  that  are  unprincipled,  or  destitute  of  intelligence,  are  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating  courtesy.     The  world  must  meet,  morally  and  physically,  everything  at  once. 

It  must  understand  what  are  its  legitimate  resources,  and  act  accordingly.  When 
things,  as  gifts,  are  put  into  hands,  we  ought  to  know  the  true  conditions ;  not  take  for 
granted,  and  pay  dearly  therefor  in  the  end. 

Rational  mind  must  look  at  all  the  contingencies  before  promising,  and  then  employ 
its  best  capital  in  the  substantial,  not  shadowy,  pursuits.  The  uiuform  protection  or 
the  world's  constituency  and  society,  must  be  sustained  on  the  inherent  conservative 
principles  of  the  universe.  Manage  the  world  by  truth  and  facts.  The  world  may 
look  upon  you  as  an  adventurer,  but  act  independently.  Not  only  false  faith,  but  false 
taste,  has  been  engendered  in  the  world.  The  way  to  appreciate  the  world,  mind,  God, 
religion,  man,  is  to  put  all  on  their  merits  and  principles.  Look  tlirough  your  b^t 
optics,  instead  of  others'. 

Make  it  the  best  policy  as  interest  to  pay,  and  the  honesty  of  many  is  secured.  How 
can  that  be  fully  secured  in  the  whole  1  That  is  the  question  with  rational  religion, 
that  requires  all  rational  minds  to  look  to  principles. 

MERCHANTS. 

Is  it  possible,  that  more  than  ninety  per  cent,  of  merchants  fail,  in  some  of  the 
roost  respectable  cities?  Is  competition  too  great,  or  is  it  that  their  system  is 
deficient? 

One  of  the  most  important  matters  with  merchants  is  the  proper  care  of  all  interests, 
as  well  as  principles. 

The  speediest  sales  will  insure  best  profits,  or,  are  generally  the  best.  The  interest 
of  the  value  of  goods  unsold  for  years,  is  to  be  deeply  considered  ;  the  expenditures  are 
another  matter  of  deep  interest.  • 

What  can  prevent  many  merchants  failing,  or  becoming  bankrupt,  when  they  fail 
essentially  in  principle  and  judgment  ? 

What  must  be  tlie  state  of  morals  in  that  country,  that  sees  its  merchants  become 
amugglers  ? 

Those  possessed  of  business  capacity  may  succeed,  under  proper  circumstances,  with 
proper  exertions,  and  a  wise  prudence  or  use  of  mind,  in  honorable  living. 

A  good  and  proper  sense  economy  with  merchants  is  worth  more  than  half  of  all 
the  profits  on  their. merchandize,  to  save  them  from  bankruptcy. 
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Merchants  suffer  by  reckless  competition,  that  ruins  all  parties,  or  does  but  litt]« 
good  ;  and  above  all,  by  an  improper,  inconsiderate  extension  of  credit. 

To  have  others*  debts  to  pay,  and  to  be  cut  off  from  collections  of  one*s  own,  by 
assjcrnnnent,  &c.,  should  be  prevented  by  a  bankrupt  law,  that,  if  permanently  good, 
would  do  away  \vith  the  abusos  of  the  credit  system. 

Bad  men  embarrass  the  rightful  action  of  any  good  system. 

Merchants  should  particularly  regard  the  interest  of  idle  capital,  that  might  reimburse 
for  subsequent  losses,  if  ayailkble.  Re-invest  capital  constantly  and  speedily,  without 
permitting  it  to  be  idle  or  dead.  Co-partnerships  are  very  important  in  the  affairs  of 
life,  and  should  be  formed  on  .the  proper  business  principles,  and  no  other.  Persons  en- 
tering old  firms  have  been  ruined  by  their  bankruptcy,  that  was  totally  unknown  to  the 
last  party,  until  too  late. 

In  all  business  transactions  the  party  should  premise  his  own  perfect  safety,  and  take 
notlilni^  at  all  for  granted,  neither  trusting  to  the  opinion  of  others  that  may  be  ignorant, 
or  their  integrity,  that  may  be  deficient  in  the  time  of  need.  Deal  in  such  a  way  that 
n')nr'  can  be  injured,  and  all  may  have  the  best  chance  for  benefit. 

I'he  world  has  to  notice,  even  for  health,  that  good  be  not  adulterated,  mixed,  or 
injured.  In  keeping  yourself  straight,  you  will  do  your  part  in  seeking  to  keep  the 
wurld  so.  What  shall  we  say  of  the  merchants  who  have  two  prices  1  That  they  are 
unworthy  of  public  support.  They  must  have  uniform  prices.  The  highest  integri^ 
bcsj-eaks  that. 

Wlicn  a  messenger  is  sent  to  a  merchant,  for  any  quantity  of  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  why  cannot  exact  justice  be  done  his  fclbw  citizen,  as  if  in  bis  owq 
pros'Micc  ?  t 

The  merchant  who  sells  on  credit  must  be  sure  that  he  sells  to  those  competent  to 
pay.  If  the  goods  be  gone  without  the  money,  and  if  the  money  be  gone  without  valid 
titles,  your  experience  does  not  avail  anything  against  the  collusion.  We  cannot  trust 
soinr  people  at  all,  unless  we  have  them  bound  by  interest. 

Huy  for  cash,  then  you  trade  independently  and  with  dignity,  otherwise  you  boy  at  a 
greit  disadvantage.  The  merchant  who  exceeds  his  income,  cannot  be  free  frofti 
bankruptcy. 

A  miserable  state  of  world-morals  exists,  where  much  of  the  trading  community  seek 
to  use  the  greatest  extortions  on  the  ignorant  world,  in  proportion  to  its  ignorapce. 

None  should  pledjie,  as  merchants,  the  quality  of  their  goods,  if  they  do  not  hold 
thf'Tnj>olves  responsible  therefor.  Honorable  men  will  hold  them  responsible  in  their 
minfi's  eye. 

This  article  refers  to  what  is  trade,  and  comprehends  the  view- that  is  too  often  unfor- 
tunittoly  embraced  in  speculation,  that  if  recklessly  abused,  uses  up  not  only  the  princi- 
pal, but  affects  deeply  his  securities  and  aiders.  The  world  is  advancing  rationally  to 
tlie  position  of  supervising  all  departments  of  self-preservation,  that  bespeaks  the  guar- 
antee of  best  world  morals  and  safety. 

Too  great  calculations  are  too  often  made  by  the  world,  in  future  anticipations. 
Commerce  is  one  of  the  best  practical  teachers,  and  all  its  regulations  must  be  ration- 
ally re;Tarded.  Proper  inspection  laws  for  health  and  security  of  honesty,  even  to  teas, 
should  be  carried  out. 

Purchasers  should  have  the  best  supervision  of  qualities  of  goods,  but  should  pay  a 
living  price. 

inferior  prices  beget  inferior  goods. 

Who  can  be  mure  useful  than  a  liberal  and  enlightened  merchant? 

THE  RIGHT  USE  OF  TIME  AND  CAPITAL. 

Time,  well  employed,  flics  swiftly  enough ;  but  what  shall  we  do  when  it  hangs 
h<Mvily  on  us,  with  nothing  to  do?  Really,  then,  employ  the  whole  time  in  thinking  of 
some  thing  to  bo  realize*!,  to  he  done,  and  when  you  attain  it,  proceed  at  once  to  put  it 
into  successful  operation.     We  do  not  stand  still  at  nothing. 

Our  function  is  valuable  employment  of  time,  profitably  and  dutifully. 

The  negative  of  good  is  evil,  by  omission  as  well  as  by  commission.  We  should  seek 
more  wisdom  to-day  than  we  possessed  yesterday,  a  fact  identified  with  constant  suit- 
able employment  of  time. 

Better  had  we  left  many  things  undone,  and  known  less  of  other  things. 

Repentance  bespeaks  improvement,  as  conviction  and  correction  will  follow  on 
knowledge  and  the  right  appreciation  of  duty.  All  right-minded  individuals  may 
acquiesce  in  what  is  best  principles,  presented  at  the  right  time ;  and  the  only  thing 
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that  prevents  full  success  of  morals,  all  the  time  of  life,  is  the  tyranny  of  habit,  a  ^sec- 
ond nature." 

Education,  if  rational  and  correct,  as  it  is  absolutely  essential  for  pilotage  through 
life,  will  be  the  best  guarantee,  at  the  right  time,  of  all  that  is  necessary. 

When  our  thoughts  get  into  an  improper,  uncontrollaUe  current,  from  Tacaocy  of 
time,  we  should  strive  to  do  the  best  actions,  something  good,  at  once,  as  the  best 
prayer  at  that  moment  to  Almighty  God,  to  arrest  them  best  by  this  very  exclusion. 

All  mankind,  men,  women  and  children,  of  suitable  ajge,  no  matter  how  rich  they  all 
are,  should  use  out-door  daily  exercises, — do  something  to  do  right  to  a  proper  and 
necessary  extent,  for  employment  of  time  too.  Proper  labor  is  a  part  component  of 
man's  existence. 

Most  do  not  employ  that  time  assumed  to  be  employed. 

We  should  never  keep  capital,  mental  nor  pecuniary,  idle ;  both,  when  active,  best 
contribute  to  our  best  independence  and  the  world's  benefit. 

Insurances  of  life's  benefits  can  be  obtained  by  the  proper  use  of  time's  functions. 
As  insurance  policies  are  lost  by  delay  and  want  of  good  faith,  so  may  the  sooPs 
noblest  birth- rights. 

Self-examination  will  show  time  ton  much  misspent  or  misapplied. 

Economy  of  time  and  capital,  talents  and  labor,  is  a  noble  characteristic,  and  may  be 
productive  of  most  essential,  universal  advantages. 

Economy,  if  just,  is  one  of  the  best  to  all,  and  should  never  be  too  close  nor  estra- 
yagant.  What  is  economy  in  some — as,  when  travelling,  sleeping  where  they  best  can, 
eating  from  their  own  stock,  most  commendahly — is  niggardliness  in  others,  and  de- 
prfves  a  useful  portion  of  the  community  what  is  due  them  for  public  spirit  of  accommo- 
dation. 

The  public  should  always  justly  respond  to  all  just  demands  upon  it. 

The  world  should  seek  to  help  sustain  the  proper  institutions  of  refined  civilization. 

Extravagance  in  families  may  cat  up  all,  principal  and  interest,  the  whole  capital. 
The  end  may  be  bad.  A  just  liberality  may  lay  a  proper  foundation  in  life.  Industry 
and  economy  are  the  great  talismans  to  man's  temporal  happiness. 

Mark  the  benefits  of  true  economy,  without  mistake.  A  single  man  is,  apparently, 
the  proper  guardian  of  his  own  property ;  and  if  he  fool  it  away,  then  he  has  none 
to  blame  but  himself.  Yet  how  awful  that  censure  when  he  throws  himself  on  friends 
fur  support.  Let  him  not  condemn  the  world  therefor,  but  act  wisely.  The  married 
man  is  not  the  exclusive  owner*of  his  property,  and  is  responsible  to  his  family. 

INDUSTRIAL  LABOR. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  honorable  cements  of  society.  No  age  and  country  can  claim 
a  higher  grade  in  civilization,  all  other  matters  being  equal,  than  those  that  exhibit  the 
appropriate  use  of  the  elements  of  industry  and  labor ;  and  no  country  can  be  more 
blessed  than  that  which  rewards  suitably  all  such  exertions.  Both  sexes  ought  to  work, 
or  do*  something  equivalent,  or  their  minds  may  mature  evil  thoughts,  in  idle  moments, 
and  their  bodies  engender  disease,  without  the  conservation  of  labor  to  throw^  off  noxious 
obstructions. 

Governments  should  give  adequate  aid  to  industrial  labor,  as  the  means  of  attainment 
of  dignity,  to  prevent  crime  and  dissipation.  Nothing  is  so  menial  as  debasement  from 
the  effects  of  non-employment  in  industrial  pursuits.  Not  only  does  the  race  of  man- 
kind, but  especially  women,  require  good  raising  of  good  families,  but  a  continuance  of 
proper  labor. 

All  worthy  employments  of  industry  should  be  equalized  as  near  as  possible,  and 
should  not  have  to  brook  the  affectation  on  a  superior  footing. 

Let  all  communities,  large  cities  especially,  have  best  general  regulations,  for  all  per- 
sons competent  to  the  exercise  of  labor,  to  have  visible  and  substantial  means  of  sub- 
sistence. 

The  work  of  honest  minds  should  render  them  a  living.  To  render  the  most  efficient 
aid  to  the  industrious-minded  or  the  necessitous,  in  the  absence  of  governmental  grants 
of  land,  hereafter  to  be  discussed,  large  city  corporations  should  remove  them  to  rural 
districts,  that  all  needing  support  to  be  thus  benefited. 

Free,  intelligent  minds,  must  appreciate  all  such.  The  union  of  the  good  must  coun- 
teract the  bad.  No  part  of  professions  or  labor  is  to  be  in  disproportion  to  the  whole 
population,  as  the  agricultural  may  exceed  the  mechanics,  and  an  excess  of  produce 
may  have  no  suitable  market. 

There  should  be  industrial  exhibitions,  as  the  world  has  to  sustain  working  associa- 
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tions  that  should  be  most  elevated,  to  do  away  with  the  apparent  necessity  of  socialism, 
that  may  generate  many  vicious  elements.  The  elements  of  true  enjoyment  of  life  have 
been  dispensed  by  an  a]l>wise  Creator,  and  must  be  elicited  by  the  beneficial  intercourse 
of  the  people  for  universal  amelioration.  A  proper  government  sustains  all  the  practica- 
ble elements  of  industrial  labor  of  the  free.  So  much  grain  is  raised  in  some  countries,  as 
wheat  in  Russia,  that  much  of  it  has  been  wasted  or  destroyed.  This  seems  so  much 
for  man's  bad  management,  and  improvident  government.  To  remedy  all  this,  tariffs 
of  appropriate  revenue  character  should  be  adjusted,  to  bring  the  consumer  by  the  side 
of  the  producer,  and  equalize  in  the  best  manner  all  industrial  labor  exertions.  8ueh 
tariff  is  best  to  promote  the  highest  national  morals,  in  preventing  smuggling,  immorality 
and  dishonesty,  by  taking  away  the  most  formidable  means  of  mind  perversion. 

The  world  should  patronize  the  policy  that  causes  the  best  exertion  of  labor — that 
bestows  its  beneficial  blessings  on  each  individual  of  the  world,  and  overcomes  most 
justly  the  antagonizing  conflicts  of  particular  countries.  But  let  the  wisest  policies 
regulate  themselves.  This  is  the  only  wise  system  to  obviate,  by  the  most  powerful 
inherent  means,  all  antagonism.  The  world  has  been  taught  enough  to  know  this. 
Labor  and  capital,  in  a  properly  organized  government,  produce  a  fair  organization  of 
society.  Monopolies  of  traiide,  by  government,  must  be  abolished,  to  do  justice  to  the 
rights  of  the  sovereign  people.  The  world  should  have  a  proper  organization  of  suit- 
able materials,  and  that  position  should  embrace  all  the  industrial  pursuits  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  navigation,  manufactures,  mining  and  fishing.  An  appropriate  industrial 
equilibrium  should  be  aimed  at  over  the  world. 

Mind  in  all  its  proper  facilities  will  best  regulate  all  such,  under  the  appropriate  limi- 
tations. What  an  advance  on  the  errors  of  Uie  past — now  one  can  count  it  an  honor  to 
hare  risen  by  onc*s  own  exertions. 

We  must  analyze  the  position  of  nations,  and  see  the  relative  state  of  their  classes, 
especially  landlords  and  tenantry.  This  order  has  to  be  abolished,  by  organic  con^er- 
yative  principles  of  the  universe. 

The  world  must  guard  against  pauperizing  any  of  mankind. 

The  necessitous  class  must  be  sustained  by  agricultural  labor  principally,  and  that  on 
its  best  position,  the  fee-simple  of  nature.  It  must  go  to  that  kind  of  labor  to  elevate  it, 
and  the  whole  community.  The  question  does  arise  in  patriotic  minds,  to  extinguish  as 
early  as  practicable,  the  very  name  of  classes  and  castes,  as  odious  to  universal  brother- 
hood ?  Dili  analysis  tells  us  that  many  classes  are  uncaste  or  made  so  by  vicious  habita 
and  customs,  often  by  the  poison  of  alcohol,  that  afifects  awfully  their  whole  system,  the 
nerves  especially  and  vital  organs,  as  the  liver. 

^Many  are  the  evils  that  mind  perverted  makes  out  of  what  was  good.  They  that 
abide  by  law  so  closely,  as  to  wait  for  all  to  be  decided  by  lawsuits  before  even  pay- 
ments of  debts,  may  find  themselves  in  this  class.  While  industry  and  economy  will 
counteract  much  of  their  miseries,  an  intellectual  policy  will  institute  a  better  position. 
Mind  may  be  wanting  to  many,  but  the  proper  exercise  is  neglected  by  most. 

But  does  the  citizen  show  himself  any  way  a  worthy  member  of  society,  competent 
in  skill,  honest  in  intention  ?  Let  him  persevere,  and  let  good  citizens  aid  him,  above 
all,  the  government,  in  giving  him  the  surest  foundation,  a  homestead. 

Labor  ought  not  to  be  more  than  ten  hours,  temperate  at  that,  in  the  twenty -four,  to 
give  time  for  daily  reading,  improvement  of  mind  and  recreation. 

Many  of  those  most  necessitous  in  cities,  may  make  not  only  a  comfortable  but  even 
a  genteel  living  in  the  country,  if  placed  on  their  own  resources,  aided  by  the  amount 
necessarily  expended  in  cities  for  their  mere  existence.  It  well  becomes  the  commu- 
nity to  observe  all  this  subject,  and  act  accordingly.  The  time  may  come  for  the  world, 
when  labor  may  be  acknowledged  as  affording  her  just  share  of  its  benefits,  and  compe- 
tent to  tell  the  tale  of  her  own  powers.  Industrial  labor  makes  nations,  the  whole 
world. 

The  industrious  and  honest  classes  will  protect  themselves  almost  anywhere ;  the 
reverse  cannot  securely  be  protected  by  the  wisest  laws,  that  can  only  promote,  not 
create  welfare  of  the  world.  It  is  a  deep  reflection  personally,  not  to  be  able  to  rise  by 
labor  in  America,  from  destitution  of  the  actual  necessaries  of  life,  when  men  possess 
all  the  healthful  vigor  of  life.  What  will  insure  proper  employment  for  labor  1  Suitable 
prices.  It  may  he  important  to  institute  all  expedient  organizations  of  saving  institu- 
tions and  industrial  associations.  The  world  should  think  of  a  permanent  fund,  to  be 
raised  by  all  civilized  nations,  to  promote  the  alleviation  of  human  misery,  or  the  advan- 
tages of  society.     Organic  constitutional  rights,  must  first  be  instituted. 
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All  segregated  Bocialism  is  founded  on  improper  analysis  of  mind,  on  the  pretence  to 
equalize  man,  who  varies  with  diversified  talents  and  constitutional  characteristica.  If 
you  restore  to-day  the  affected  equilibrium  of  property,  from  the  diversity  of  financial 
talents,  you  would  speedily  see  the  resulting  inequality. 

•  There  cannot  possibly  be  any  antagonism  of  society  founded  on  equitable  relations, 
adverse  to  the  general  good.  In  the  great  principles  of  the  universe  that  govern  the 
equilibrium  of  the  planetary  bodies,  attraction  balances  repulsion,  and  the  whole  is  con- 
cert of  action  that  is  universa]l)r  harmonized. 

Proper  and  honest  sense  advises  to  look  eternally  at  the  nature  of  things,  not  to  our 
mere  wishes  or  crude  opinions.  There  can  be  no  fanciful  Utopia  in  society,  that  is 
necessarily  made  up  of  various  elements,  varied  b)r  their  several  intellectual,  moral, 
physical,  contingent  and  local  circumstances,  which  if  arbitrarily  equalized  by  immedi- 
ate legislation  of  brute  force,  must  from  the  very  nature  of  creation  be  modified  by  time, 
and  characterized  by  its  eternal  revolution  among  nations,  and  individuals  of  those 
nations. 

Her  thousand  operations  by  "  flood  and  field,^*  if  no  other  of  lifers  fund  was  exhibited, 
meet  most  fully  this  interesting  question,  and  cannot  fail  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  phi- 
losophic  inquirer,  of  the  futility  of  reaching  the  solution  in  any  other  way,  than  what 
nature  wills,  under  the  direction  of  its  mighty  regulator. 

Mmd  is  unsettled  by  the  agitation  of  unattainable  solutions.  As  the  construction,  the 
organization  of  every  person  varies  enough  to  characterize  the  individual,  the  character 
of  the  creation  cannot  be  reduced  to  his  or  her  subjection,  but  by  principles  that  recog- 
nise that  position  and  that  variety. 

The  world  furnishes  one  great  and  glorious  socialism,  only  to  be  realized  from  rational 
religion  proclaimed  in  indefinite  series  in  all  man^s  legitimate  actions,  superior  in  beauty 
and  loveliness  in  its  world-wide  sphere,  to  any  arbitrary  arrangement  that  gratifies 
man's  power,  ambition  and  avarice. 

What  can  governments  do,  rightly  and  properly  for  citizens  1  They  can  only  put 
their  rights  under  equal  and  just  protection,  else  all  is  union  of  state  and  peculiar  power, 
a  tyranny  and  oppression. 

The  mighty  blessings  of  a  consistent  government  enlightened  and  free,  protect  with 
suitable  potency,  all  classes  of  citizens.  Such  government  is  separate  from  all  but  intrin- 
sic power,  its  own  merits,  unconnected  to  all  church,  bank,  money,  working  people's,  all 
peculiar,  social,  but  the  whole  rights  of  the  people  exclusively,  her  intrinsic  power. 

This  consistent  free  government  permits  only  wise  legislation,  exclusive  of  pretences 
to  primogeniture,  to  elevate  the  accident  of  birtli  over  the  equal  rights  of  many,  thus 
reversing  the  order  of  nature  that  is  universal,  not  peculiar  in  common  rights,  bene- 
ficial to  all,  and  oppressive  to  none. 

This  principle  upholds  all,  but  depresses  none  with  crushed  spirits.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  law  of  primogeniture,  is  the  suppression  of  free  government,  causing  repub- 
licanism to  perish.. 

A  state-faith  can  never  be  a  rational  religion,  suitable  for  rationable  beings — cleaiiy 
so.  Religion  must  furnish  liberal  principles  as  an  institution  of  mind,  not  of  govern- 
ment, altogether  incompatible  with  other  alliances  than  people's  rights. 

Religion  asks  no  tithes  of  the  most,  to  the  inconvenience  of  justice,  of  home  in  many 
instances.  Religion  does  not  belong  to  any  circle,  and  does  not  permit  the  destitute, 
disabled  by  disease,  by  imbecility  and  incapacity,  from  realizing  the  state  contribu- 
tions. 

Military  and  naval  impressments,  when  made,  are  at  the  expense  of  popular  rights, 
that  guarantee  all  employments  a  sufiicient  payment  to  insure  their  prosecution,  unless 
as  the  least  of  evils,  in  cases  of  necessary  and  defensive  wars. 

Good  governments  seek  no  wars  without  principle,  and  sustain  no  debt^  without 
reason  satisfactory  to  those  that  pay  them,  conscqticntly  their  citizen  soldiers  ought  to 
be  volunteers  for  all  righteous  defence.  But  soldiers  and  sailors  are  necessary  for  a 
peace  establishment,  therefore  their  enlistment  should  be  secured  on  the  prices  of  com- 
petition and  rational  treatment. 

The  result  of  good  government  is  natural  and  consistent.  The  world  is  to  be 
governed  on  conservative  principles,  and  no  other ;  then  let  reason  legislate. 

Deity's  attributes  will  be  understood  by  mind,  that  seeks  to  approach  the  performance 
of  duty. 

Having  all  fundamental  points  of  society  right,  things  must  regulate  themselves. 
Legislation  is  founded  on  principles  that  must  not  be  transcended,  for  if  they  cla»h,  all 
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good  legislation  perishes.  How  then  can  anj  class  in  eqnitable  governments  nsnrp  all 
the  common  vital  benefits  over  the  balance  ? 

Ail  eminently  have  the  election  of  seeking  that  road  to  wealth  and  honor  that  best 
comports  with  their  talents  and  inclination.  This  facility  of  improvement  is  ample  in 
free  republics,  so  that  the  mind  well  balanced  and  cultivated  can  secure  a  good  .portion 
of  lifers  benefits  in  many  respects. 

The  equal  division  of  estates  does  for  individuals  of  families,  what  equal  govern- 
ments do  for  nations. 

Such  a  state  of  things  invalidates  serious  objections  to  the  permanent  state  of  society 
as  to  their  rights. 

There  are  certain  relations  and  fitness  of  things  to  harmonize  prominent  difiiculties. 
But  there  must  be  the  man  as  well  as  the  government,  since  success  depends  as  much 
or  more  in  him,  than  in  the  law  of  the  land. 

Many  employed  for  daily  bread  have  a  hard  time  of  it,  but  little  removed  from  pau- 
perism, which  every  state  is  imperatively  bound  to  provide  for  directly,  and  lessen,  most 
legitimately,  indirectly. 

All  free  governments,  having  instituted  the  first  great  steps  right,  wise  legislation  and 
union  improvements,  can  look  to  the  blessings  of  the  future. 

Union  improvements  may  be  designated  all  those  founded  on  the  character  of  man, 
and  obviously  practicable.  Benevolent  societies  and  associations  are  now  acting  exten- 
sively. Man^s  individual  acts,  as  an  exalted  being,  fornish  an  important  part  of 
this  drama ;  and  he  has,  in  his  **  brief  authority "'  of  power,  diversified  through  all 
the  scenes  of  life,  full  scope  to  aid  humanity  in  such  a  way  that  rational  doty  exacts. 

Laborers,  especially  females,  destitute  orphans,  and  sickly,  helpless  children,  have  a 
just  claim  on  man^s  humanity,  that  must  be  accredited.  Various  classes  of  laborers 
may  have  a  hard  time  of  their  life,  females  especially,  who  get  but  a  moderate  sum  for 
their  work.  The  merchant  pays  moderately,  as  he  is  thus  paid  by  the  purchaser. 
This  can  only  be  corrected  by  maintenance  of  the  principle  of  not  cheapening  below  a 
living  price,  which  should  be  carried  through  all  the  circles,  to  ratify  an  equalization 
of  world^s  labor  value.  All  parties  to  the  social  compact  must  exercise  a  living,  liberal 
spirit,  else  they  are  destitute  of  the  first  principles  of  socialism,  that  is  to  be  exercised 
as  a  conservative  in  the  world,  to  rescue  it  from  the  blights  and  curses  entailed  on  it 
improperly,  by  violation  of  social  relations. 

There  may,  and  should  be  telief  con\p)ittees,  to  give  invariably  the  various  benefits 
and  ablest  support  to  genius  and  mind.  Neither  should  be  ever  trammelled  in  the  best 
exertions  for  social  reforms,  nor  over-excited  by  a  morbid  sentimentality,  or  mawkish 
pretensions  of  demagogism. 

Work  laws  can  only  be  successfully  adapted  to  the  general  principles  of  society,  and 
the  character  of  human  nature  moulded  to  the  highest  civilization. 

Commerce  and  industrial  labor  should  be  put  on  an  equilibrium  for  the  world. 

The  operative  says.  He  wishes  to  enjoy  life,  have  comfort ;  as  he  makes  money,  ho 
most  spend  it.  If  he  do  not,  others  that  do  not  care  for  him,  will.  He  does  rank 
injustice  to  the  whole  circle,  his  posterity,  his  own  species,  above  all,  himself.  He 
makes  several  thousands  of  dollars  clear  in  the  first  part  of  his  life,  yet  he  cannot  show 
the  same,  or  the  exchange.  Now  all  is  expended,  and  he  is  left  ifone  the  tviser,  better, 
happier,  or  more  independent ;  not  able  to  enjoy  life  ader  all ;  without  home,  or  house,  or 
independence ;  just  missing  by  that  much  the  whole  of  lifers  comforts  and  enjoyments. 
He  has  had  his  pleasures,  but  they  were  sensual,  brutal,  and  now  he  has  their  ruinous 
effects. 

As  far  as  socialism  rightly  protocts  the  community  in  proper  principles,  and  sustains 
the  rightful  means  of  living,  it  is  right ;  but  not  when  it  presents  antagonism  of  any- 
principles  of  justice  and  equity,  introducing  any  expost  facto  law,  or  anti-rent  distar- 
Dances. 

Associations  for  architecture,  agriculture,  may  be  properly  conducted,  and  redound 
to  the  good  of  the  individuals,  but  they  cannot  be  aggressive  upon  the  rights  of  any  circle. 

The  world  needs  no  radical  agrarian  socialism  to  war  on  property,  and  the  fair  repu- 
tation that  acquires  it,  character,  family*  and  man,  to  dissocialize  the  world,  and  break 
asunder  the  wise  ligaments  of  best  society.  The  world  needs  no  anti-rent  communism 
to  win  the  battle  or  conflict  by  outrage  and  felony.  To  make  the  ultra  socialist, 
unmakes  the  man. 

There  is  too  great  a  disregard  of  the  sacred  rights  of  property,  family,  man. 

Let  irresponsible  power  be  established,  and  no  respect  is  paid  to  justice. 

Let  there  be  no  peculiar  parties  as  factions,  revolutionary  or  others ;  but  let  popular 
worid  and  mind  amelioiation  prevail.  Let  there  be  the  elevations,  not  the  leveliinga  of 
0ociely. 
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Proper  competition  between  labor  and  capital,  aa  in  everything,  will  inaore  the 
right  position.  There  should  be  no  beggars,  where  the  laws  can  be  uniform  to  preveut 
them. 

There  is  this  about  socialism,  that  freemen  have  the  inalienable  right  to  employ  thexn- 
selves,  thoir  time,  and  talents,  exclusively,  in  seeking  that  business  or  profit  that  they 
choose,  not  antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  social  relations. 

There  are  many  millions  in  the  world  destitute  of  food  and  raiment  daily.  This  is  a 
collateral,  not  paramount  question,  amid  the  mural  as  physical  demands  of  the  world. 
No  community,  whether  of  socialism  or  any  other,  that  presents  a  licentious  or  libidi- 
nous crowd,  can  be  considered  as  worthy  of  public  approval.  Take  away  wojiian''s 
chastity,  and  one  of  the  noblest  of  sympathies  is  torp  away,  and  the  brightest  of  jewels 
is  lost. 

We  can  have  no  proper  legislation  for  labor  direct,  to  be  in  union  with  state ;  that  is 
absolutism. 

Trades  union  are  to  protect,  on  the  invasion  of  deep  necessity,  and  inability  of  com- 
petent support. 

But  all  such  must  be  disconnected  with  want  of  morals,  community  of  women« 

There  must  be  no  shock  on  public  morals,  emanating  on  immutable  principles. 

Labor  associations  of  working  people  must  and  wiU  counteract  the  direct  invasioos 
of  poverty. 

Shares  might  be  taken  through  payments,  for  permanent  investments. 

Society  has  certainly  to  get  rid  of  primary  difficulties  at  the  start,  then  most  depends 
on  the  individual,  not  on  the  nation  or  government.  All  nations  owe  sound  constita- 
tional  governments  to  their  citizens,  who,  individually,  have  thus  the  best  position  to 
prosper. 

By  the  right  position  in  society,  a  high-toned  religion  prevails,  and  high-toned  social 
duties  are  duly  performed.  By  the  law  of  primogeniture,  a  few  rich  are  made  (ewer, 
but  more  imbecile  and  richer ;  the  many,  with  exceptions,  are  made  poorer.  Its  abo- 
lition pays  nature  proper  tributes,  and  equalizes  life's  blessings  with  proper  wisdom. 

It  is  freedom  and  the  intelligence  of  science  that  the  world  needs,  not  socialism. 
The  luxuries  of  the  world  would  amply  meet  the  wants  of  mankind.  What  a  theme  for 
statesmen  of  the  world. 

Trades'  meetings  and  associations  should  be  ]Hromoted«  to  prevent  over- work,  no 
work,  low  or  reduced  wages,  to  furnish  work  to  all  seeking  it,  diminish  oppression,  re- 
lieve the  distressed,  promote,  universal  fraternization  as  far  as  practicable,  universal 
amelioration  of  the  world — ^avoid  radicalism,  impracticable  and  immoral  socialism,  ter- 
minating in  communism. 

All  citizens  should  have  time  for  mental  improvement  and  daily  recreation,  aad  apfoo- 
priate  means  furnished.     The  world  must  secure  honoiable  labor. 

Socialism  of  segregation  seems  folly,  not  analogous  to  the  first  principles  of  justice 
to  man's  nature,  or  the  right  organization  of  society.  We  permit  or  sanctioa  no  social- 
ism, that  is  not  right 

Socialism,  in  the  patriotic  sense  of  association  for  labor,  may  have  claims  for  the 
.  respect  of  the  world,  so  far  as  its  ends  are  laudable  for  the  good  of  the  whole ;  but  the 
moment  that  sectarianism  or  immoral  views  are  embraced,  then  it  is  subject  to  the  gen- 
eral objection  to  all  evils. 

As  many  citizens  are  suffering  from  unseen  indigence  in  cities,  necessitated  for 
work,  they  should  be  provided  for  in  some  suitable  establishment.  The  best  association 
is  to  cause  life  to  be  predicated  on  individual  exertions. 

Happily  for  mankind,  organic  connections  may  answer  the  question  practically,  with 
the  best  solution.  The  Creator  has  in  reserve  the  rich  field  of  enterprise  for  the  neces- 
sitous, meritorious,  and  industrious,  and  amply  bestows  a  liberal  supply  of  life's  ncce^ 
saries. 

'Agricultural  labor  is  open  to  all,  simple  to  understand,  easy  and  profitable  for  healthy 
industry  to  perform.  It  may  be  a  wise  dispensation,  that  redundant  popnlation  should 
immigrate  to  more  congenial  climes.  This  mighty  question  is  far  from  exhaustion,  as 
long  as  mind  progresses  in  improvement.  We  must  admit  that  every  independent  miod 
wi^es  to  be  independent  of  the  boons  of  the  world,  and  only  receive,  as  it  merits,  its 
just  dues.  It  may  be  difficult  for  the  sick  and  very  poor  to  get  a  proper  start  or  even 
support.  What  is  to  be  done  ?  A  healthy,  sound  man,  determined  on  working  his 
way  to  an  independence,  will  be  very  apt  to  do  so.  A  proper  fund  should  be  created  in 
every  country,  to  meet  such  contingencies  as  poverty,  sickness,  or  imbecility  of  age  or 
sex  produces. 

Under  the  malign  influences  of  peculisx- faith,  socialism  may  be  incexporated,  offering 
a  nucleus,  for  weak  minds  and  deranged  people  to  concentrate  on  a  false  system,  at 

X  Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


SOCIALISM.  nv 

variance  with  the  laws  of  nature.     It  is  well  that  the  laws  of  the  country  do  not  lend 
countenance  to  such  absurdities. 

Socialism  never  will  be  placed  as  the  conservative  principles  of  society,  till  society 
has  all  proper  basis  of  constitutional  government.  Of  course  there  can  be  no  mono- 
poly of  rulers  in  essential  and  necessary  articles,  as  in  salt,  books,  tobacco,  &c.  None 
of  the  money  power  should  exercise  dictation,  so  that  capital  should  own  the  labor  of 
citizens.  v 

If  socialism  mean  the  correct  support  of  industrial  labor,  then  it  is  laudable  and  com- 
mendable. 

Unless  the  world^s  society  becomes  socialism,  which  seems  impossible,  then  benevo- 
lence is  reserved  to  individual  justice.  I  do  not  wish  the  world  to  mistake  me.  Instead 
of  socialism,  the  mind  of  mankind  will  claim  tlie  principle  of  universal  brotherhood. 
What  just  claims  on  the  world  has  any  citizen,  that  is  competent,  yet  will  not  help 
himself? 

This  world  at  this  age  needs  no  ultra  radicalism. 

Socialism  must  never  be  communism,  much  less  dissocial  sectarianism,  producing  the 
most  revolting  antagonism.  What  the  rich  have,  grant  that  it  represents  the  former 
labor  of  predecessors,  natural  accumulations ;  capital  generally  represents  the  effects 
of  labor,  present  or  past.  Now  all  that  is  in  it,  is  this,  industrial  labor  of  the  classee 
then  operating,  should  be  properly  protected.  All,  the  most  indigent  have,  it  capital, 
and  all  such  is  analogous  in  the  hands  of  the  rich ;  therefore  there  can  be  no  natural 
antagonism  of  classes,  where  the  government  is  constitutional,  and  represents  all 
classes. 

The  best  of  good  faith  must  be  preserved  in  society,  that  demands  a  perpetual  con- 
sistent confidence,  to  uphold  iis  inherent  sacredness. 

Nothing  can  be  said  against  money,  that  is  the  best  medium  of  exchange.  To  attack 
it,  when  thus  society's  constitutional  representative,  is  to  attack  the  sacred  rights  of 
society,  which  involves  anything  else  than  socialism,  a  species  of  agrarianism,  that 
involve^the  world  in  perpetual  agitation  and  antagonism.  No  operatives  should  seek 
tapuU  down  the  rich  or  independent,  but  to  raise  themselves  to  their  level.  This  is  the 
highest  inculcation  of  rational  religion,  that  represents  the  highest  rationality  attainable 
by  rational  mind.  If  you  pull  down  the  soul  of  the  public,  who  will  employ  and  pay  or 
justly  reward  you  ?  If  you  do  not  analyze  this  whole  position  of  yours,  fairly  and 
honorably,  you  produce  the  worst  radical  revolutions,  tainted  with  the  worst  corruption 
and  bloodshed.  You  must  comprehend,  with  true  principles  only,  the  exertions.  In- 
dustrial organizations  might  answer  for  a  clique,  but  where  is  all  society  in  the  mean- 
time ?  All  would  be  in  fragments,  and  each  hostile  in  their  little  petty  circles.  Throw 
open  to  all  liberal  and  hoporable  competition ;  have  wise  laws  pr  constitutional  organic 
principles,  and  much  of  the  difficulty  is  obviated. 

We  can  well  ask,  will  not  these  industrial  organizations  produce  social  antagonisms, 
a  greater  evil  than  any  other  to  he  remedied  ?  All  such  are  short-sighted.  If  mer- 
chants are  not  sustained  in  their  honorable  livelihood  by  industrial  operatives,  can  the  , 
last  expect  in  return  any  work  from  the  first  ?  Have  these  men  analyzed  this  subject, 
comprehended  the  position,  and  seen  at  the  bottom  the  lame  and  impotent  unsocial 
conclusions?  It  is  a  dangerous  thing  in  well  organized  society,  to  have  one  set^  secret 
or  open,  set  up  for  exclusion  of  the  rest. 

That  will  not  do  good,  but  originate  abundant  evils,  by  the  social  perversions.  Pecu- 
liar faith  builds  on  this  dogma,  even  unjustly  and  unprincipledly  expelling  rational  reli- 
gion from  its  God-created  position,  as  far  as  in  it  lies,  and  seeking  to  substitute  her  tory 
brazen  impudence  therefor.  What  shameful  pretension.  This  resolves  society  into  its 
original  elements,  and  excludes  all  the  legitimate  basis. 

Working  men,  no  more  than  any  exclusive  class,  do  or  can  alone  constitute  the  quint- 
essence of  the  whole  society.  The  whole,  no  matter  what  the  integral  part  is,  must  be 
rightly  embraced — that  is  a  vital  principle.  All  improper  combinations  in  society  will 
defeat  themselves  finally,  as  they  break  up  the  very  foundations  of  all  society. 

Rational  mind  is  to  keep  up  a  proper  equilibrium  in  the  social,  moral,  and  religions 
world.  While  I  exclude  all  extortion  of  any  circle,  1  hold  that  all  capital  that  repre- 
sents mighty  minds'  previous  exertions,  labor,  mental  or  physical,  should  be  duly- 
respected. 

Your  socialism  will  render  society  unsocial,  and  demoralize  it,  making  it  clans  and 
cliques.     The  world  should  have  a  liberal  rational  education. 

Rational  education  gives  mind  self-reliance,  and  makes  what  would  be  a  blank  the 
greatest  power. 

The  United  States  have  the  baso  constitutional  government,  to  carry  out  most  right- 
fully all  the  world -problems,  and  rational  mind  wUl  in  time  present  tbeenlightenddsolutMNU 
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LAND  AND  A  HOMESTEAD   FOR  ALL  FAMILIES  OF  THE  WORLD. 

The  idea  of  religion  is  to  exalt  man  to  his  loftiest  legitimate  world-comprehension. 
Oupht  not  alt  mankind,  then,  to  have  a  homestead  ?  The  world  is  improving  by  con- 
stitutional representative  government,  and  nothing  otherwise,  by  rational  progress  of 
enlightened  mind,  and  can  give  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  the  whole. 
Mankind  must  not  be  crushed  in  their  legitimate  rights.  Let  enlightened  public 
opinion  irradiated  by  principles,  illuminate  the  whole  wurld,  and  away  goes  the  mixed 
order  of  things.  All  good  governments  ought  to  have  mind  rationally  educated, 
without  which  the  world  is  barbarian,  ready  to  be  duped  at  all  times  by  the  dupers  of 
the  world.  And  yet  must  it  not  possess  proper  means,  not  such  as  would  be  radical, 
but  purely  conservative  ?  The  way  much  of  the  law  is  managed  now,  it  is  but  a 
trickery  in  most  instances  for  sharp  lawyers  to  carry  out  their  inherent  felony.  How 
much  property  is  fraudulently  conveyed — assigned.  If  man  could  only  possess  a 
definite  amount,  and  that  a  homestead,  much  of  all  this  would  be  broken  up.  What 
are  God's  funds  1  *  The  world  problems,  among  which  is  the  land.  How  is  all  tUat, 
mighty  question  to  be  settled  ?  People  who  come  into  the  world  have  rights  to  commoa 
property,  the  atmosphere,  oceans,  land. 

What  else,  if  not  land  1  To  guard  all  popular  rights  on  fixed  principles,  this  worid 
question  must  be  maturely  considered  with  exact  justice. 

Lands  cause  much  of  the  world  squabble.  Our  forefathers  went  on  the  basis,  that 
land  was  for  mankind. 

God  created  it.  Now,  how  manage  this  difficult  question,  which  has  to  be  managed* 
The  people  are  sovereign  of  the  world,  and  sooner  or  later  mind  will  assert  their 
supremacy.  The  essential  justice  is  to  do  so,  with  due  respect  to  the  constitutional 
rights  of  all  mankind.  Money,  nor  no  other  power,  should  facilitate  the  world  upprra- 
sion  in  this  respect.  Enable  every  man  to  keep  out  of  all  men's  power  if  avoidaWc, 
to  be  justly  independent  on  the  adequate  rewards  of  industrial  labor,  and  then  tlfe  world 
will  see  the  best  organization  and  guarantee  of  virtuous  deportment.  An  organic  base 
will  then  be  instituted,  for  the  most  expansive  happiness  and  Universal  peace  of  rational 
beings. 

For  what  can  they  contend  ?  What  course  of  antagonism  will  there  be?  Ratioml 
mind  must  remove  all  the  causes  of  agitation,  the  bribery  of  the  agitators,  and  the 
world  will  progress  in  all  its  legitimate  functions. 

We  have  started  riglit,  following  the  standard  of  God  in  universal  principles  of  govern- 
ment, but  have  not  carried  out  all.  When  we  abolished  primogeniture  and  the  laws  of 
entail,  we  advanced  much.  But  we  must  give  every  married  man  a  homestead,  and 
then  he  becomes  independent,  and  declares  his  adherence  for  principles,  not  men  nor 
their  miserable  time-serving  policies. 

Man  should  be  protected  in  his  noblest  independence,  to  escape  all  the  obsequious 
flattery  to  the  world. 

Dole  out  charity,  when  much  that  is  abstracted  is  due  the  beggars  or  paupers,  as 
they  are  called. 

Proper  institutions  should  never  permit  the  least  antagonism  between  castes,  no 
causes  of  castes,  the  most  damnable  to  conservative  principles. 

Let  there  be  no  lazaroni,  no  landless  citizen  in  any  part  of  the  world,  without  a 
house  to  shelter ;  no  mere  street  beggars  for  lifetime. 

So  crashed  is  mind,  that  the  beneficiaries  are  not  capable  of  appreciating  the  deeds 
of  benefactors  all  at  once,  but  nevertheless  let  the  world  solve  mind's  problem.  This 
position  goes  for  the  natural  rights  of  man.  There  is  a  highmindedness  in  all  minds 
properly  raised,  and  of  the  right  stock  that  cannot  be  divested  of,  if  they  be  inde- 
pendent: 

Now  in  the  place  of  charity,  an  undefined  nothing,  a  contingency,  the  whole  world 
has  the  justice  of  natural  rights,  which  are  not  to  be  withheld.  All  such  rights  take 
precedence  of  peculiar  faith,  that  if  tak^n  away,  the  world-feeling  will  be  right. 

All  the  world  has  to  stand  up  to  conservative  revolution,  that  is  absolutely  essential 
to  its  greatest  good. 

The  people  are  not  to  be  crushed,  but  exalted.  The  lazaroni  must  have  rights. 
None  should  be  too  elevated  or  degraded.    All  citizens  have  equal  rights  and  privileges. 

The  law  must  be  supreme,  to  have  liberty  and  freedom,  and  with  all  that  the  noblest 
eonservative  principles  of  order  under  constitutional  government,  faithfully  administered 
and  carried  out. 

People  may  talk  of  embellishing  parks  and  villas,  but  can  there  be  a  nobler  theme 
tlain  eteratiog  mankind  to  proper  rights  and  duty  ? 
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The  houseless  and  destitute  may  be  eternally  in  conflict  with  the  supposed  rich.  If 
those  in  purple  have  any  extra  privileges,  where  are  constitutional  rights  ?  It  is  desirable 
to  see  all  prosperous  and  happy,  but  the  State  is  more  responsible  than  thought  for  in 
xegard  to  rational  morals. 

All  citizens  should  have  not  only  education,  but  rational  education,  and  all  the  birth- 
rights of  nature.      .     ' 

The  homestead*  be  it  small  or  great ;  it  is  independence  that  we  advocate.  Let  the 
occupant  say,  J  am  possessor  of  a  homeste^,  **  my  right  there  is  none  to  dispute." 

It  is  the  protection  of  the  working  man  to  have  him  justly  independent ;  none  ex«- 
tremely  rich,  but  no  degraded  lazaroni.  The  philosophical  intelligence  of  rational 
mind  must  counteract  all  that  oppresses  mind.  What  is  not  accomplished  by  the  foul 
spirit  of  intrigue,  that  deranges  the  world  1  If  the  world  get  the  advantage,  it  rarely 
stops  or  pauses  to  know  whether  your  rights  are  iqcommoded  or  not.  If  the  unprin- 
cipled be  at  the  top  of  the  stairs,  what  care  they  about  other's  heads  ? 

The  world  has  ever  been  more  or  less  in  antagonism  about  this  very  principle.  The 
Indian  has  spoken  by  his  rifle,  his  war»hatchet,  his  bow  and  arrows.  But  no  nation, 
people,  nor  individuals  should  appropriate  the  soil  of  the  world.  There  aro  difilcultiea 
to  solve,  but  mind  is  to  solve  in  its  refined  civilization,  the  mightiest  problems  of  the 
universe.  Elevate  the  condition  of  popular  labor  and  capital  in  the  world,  which  must 
emancipate  itself  from  all  monopolies,  dynasties,  pecuhar  faiths  and  their  codes  or 
bibles,  and  subscribe  to  principles  forever.  Nothing  less  thsn  the  sovereign  rights  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  world  are  to  predominate,  as  paramount.  All  despotisms  of 
monopoly  and  usurpation  must  all  go  by  the  board,  by  reason  of  mind  that  must  regulate 
all  in  the  legitimate  channel.  Monopoly  and  usurpation  keep  up  the  corruption,  the 
degradation,  the  perjury  of  the  world.  The  great  problem  of  human  existence,  the 
natural  increase  and  its  happiest  support,  are  all  the  available  means  of  capital  and 
labor,  the  due  protection  of  property,  life,  liberty,  reputation  and  happiness.  The 
home  labor  and  capital  will  produce  the  home  happiness,  give  all  this  legitimate  pro- 
tection— rescue  your  country,  the  world  from  the  iron  barbarous  savage  grasp  of  mono- 
poly and  usurpation.  How  far  can  public  property  be  established?  Shall  ferries, 
wharves,  &c.,  be  public  as  the  rivers  on  which  they  are  located,  yielding  to  the  legiti- 
mate views  of  the  right  possessors  when  purchased  1 

When  landed  property  thus  becomes  public  homesteads,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  titles,  deeds,  &c.  If  all  this  be  rightly  established,  the  world  will  do  away 
with  much  useless  .litigation.  This  world  must  have  a  conservative  revolution,  over  aU 
the  frauds  and  thefls  of  monopoly  and  usurpation.  .  The  great  object  is  the  most  honor- 
able elevation  of  man's  true  dignity,  that  will  identify  mind  with  its  inherent  independ- 
ence and  dignity.  Make  man  feel  that  he  is  a  man,  and  then  you  give  the  world  its 
soul.  Make  him  happy  on  this  earth,  to  secure  the  best  hopes  of  the  future.  If  you 
create  lords  with  privileges  above  laws,  you- degrade  some  to  the  beggarly  elements 
assuredly  below  law. 

Apply  the  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  annually  appropriated  for  peculiar  faitli 
and  its  priestocracy,  a  nullity,  for  the  proper  relief  of  sJl  the  destitute  of  the  world. 
This  would  buy  alt  the  destitute  homesteads,  and  instead  of  false  miracles  of  blood  up 
to  the  present  day,  we  should  have  the  real  results  of  good  deeds  for  mankind.  The 
whole  world  needs  a  beneficial  change  for  the  better. 

Dependence  crushes  the  soul  of  man,  takes  away  even  the  spirit  of  independence. 
The  Americans  have  considered  themselves  entiUod  to  freeholds  in  regard  to  the 
Indians,  now  let  them  solve  the  whole  problem. 

The  landholders  aro  getting  fewer  in  England ;  it  is  worse  and  worse  every  year. 
How  is  it  in  Italy,  as  Sardinia,  where  the  labor  of  the  operative  oould  not  procure  one 
acre  in  the  lifetime  of  the  indigent? 

The  world  must  command  ite  organic  powers  and  principles.  When  our  free  ffovein- 
ment  was  instituted,  the  noblest  institutions  of  mind  were  only  commenced.  Uonser- 
native  revolution  must  carry  out  the  balance. 

The  indigent  cannot  abuse  the  rich  for  anything  predicsted  on  the  conservative  prin- 
ciples of  constitutional  government.  Let  not  the  world  be  filled  with  antsgonisras. 
Let  sU  rational  male  adults  have  a  foothold,  and  then  their  independence  will  be  identi- 
lied  with  their  and  the  world's  interest  to  support  mind,  ani  its  triumphant  rights  and 
character,  the  truth. 

Make  it  the  immortal  interest  and  merit  of  mind  to  support  the  truth  and  principles. 

There  are  other  world-wide,  paramount,  religious  principles,  that  pervade  this  mighty 
sobiect. 

The  world  most  be  governed  on  all  the  highest  conservative  principles,  and  thoM 
elicited  by  the  most  sanctified  genius  of  mind.    There  is  no  other  way  to  wiest  ioft»- 
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tioide  of  families  now  going  on  in  China,  England,  and  other  countrieB,  bat  the  ioalitii- 
tion  of  this  most'  necessary  obligation,  that  will  best  insure  protection  againat  abgeoi 
want  and  starvation. 

The  utilitarian  must  overcome  the  fanciful,  and  the  beauty  of  broad  acres  most  yi^ 
to  the  holiest  duty  of  rational  mind  throughout  the  world. 

I  call  upon  you,  landed  aristocrats  of  the  world,  whether  of  England  or  elsewhere, 
that  seek  the  annihilation  of  nature^s  laws  by  raind^s  worst  perversions  of  primogeni- 
ture, to  attain  a  false  digni^  on  privileges '  that  cannot  supersede  rights.  Yoa  are 
called  upon  this  day  to  revoke  all  abused  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  offer  up  on 
your  country^s  altars  the  noblest  of  all  sacrifices  for  the  best  of  all  good.  Your  God- 
given  trusts  demand  all  this. 

The  paramount  questions  of  population  require  land  laws.  Our  nation  acted  od  the 
principle  of  the  homestead  with  the  Indians,  who  were  bound  to  yield  a  part,  thereby 
acquitting  the  nation  before  the  world,  as  far  as  it  acted  justly  and  wisely. 

This  nation  has  started  right,  with  pure  principles  of  government,  and  can  best 
improve  on  the  liberal  principles  of  practical  religion.  She  owes  it  to  herself  to  carry 
out  the  most  expansive  acts  of  mind.  That  idea  of  the  outside  barbarians,  heathens  in 
all  countries  but  their  own,  backwoods-men,  all  exhibits  the  deepest-rooted  prejudices, 
that  a  generous  and  just  commerce  owes  to  the  world  to  eradicate,  to  solve  the  world- 

Eroblems.  .This  great  land  question  is  a  vast  world-problem,. a  paramount  one,  and  must 
e  rightly  met  by  the  wisest  action  of  rational  mind,  in  wisest  organic  legislation.  The 
creative  genius  of  mind  originates  much  capital,  as  the  fisheries,  thai  are  a  source  of 
immense  revenue.  A  generous  protection  will  enlarge  the  world^s  capital ;  thien  there 
must  be  liberal  world-policies,  adequate  to  all  legitimate  demands.  The  supervisioa  of 
rational  mind  will  comprehend  the  whole  agricultural  problem,  and  ultimately  rule  out 
the  cultivation  of  needless  luxuries,  in  the  place  of  which  all  the  essentials  of  life 
are  to  be  substituted.  The  utilitarian  must  prevail.  A  wise  institution  of  organic 
principles  will  rule  out  loungers,  vagabonds,  idlers,  &c.,  incompetent  to  suppo^.them- 
selves.^  The  most  proper  police  will  be  an  effectual  institution  of  suitable  laws,  and 
their  certain  execution. 

Will  not  just  world-governments  appropriate  a  certain  portion,  an  exact  ratio  of  its 
land,  to  the  whole  denizen  constituency  ? .  Will  the  organic  constitutional  rights  of  the 
world  tolerate  anything  less  r 

Let  the  enlightened  public  opinion  of  the  world  speak,  and  rebuke  all  that  contravenes 
conservative  principles. 

In  China,  there  are  eighty  thousand  floating  huts  at  Canton  alone  on  its  river,  a  land- 
excluded  caste !  These  people  are  not  possessed  of  any  land  :  one  step  further,  had  it 
been  practicable,  and  they  had  been  excluded  from  atmosphere  and  water.  This  posi- 
tion cannot  be  overlooked.  Once  the  lands  were  appropriated  by  military  despotisms 
and  primogeniture.  All  these  are  now  exploded,  and  the  original  basis  of  actioa 
must  be. 

Make  it  an  organic  law,  that  no  citizen  shall  own  more  than  a  certain  number  of 
acres,  proportionate  to  the  family.  The  first  law  of  rational  self-preservation  demands 
this:  this  is  the  primary  law  of  religion  the  most  rational,  the  conservation  of  rational 
world-morals.  The  land  fee-simple  titles,  under  a  general  homestead  law,  would  do 
away  with  much  legislation. 

Mankind  should  put  all  organic  matters  beyond  man*s  whims,  his  will  and  devisings. 
Now  a  proper  portion  of  land  should  go  to  every  family.  The  whole  world  requires, 
by  the  highest  of  all  constitutional  laws,  this  paramount  right  of  mind.  Every  family 
must  have  a  homestead*  permanent,  and  exempt  from  any  claim  whatever,  sacred  as  the 
wune  of  the  family  which  owns  it. 

Here  then  is  the  sacred,  wise  potency  of  the  organic  law,  that  cannot  be  superseded 
by  mind's  follies,  perversions,  or  sycophancy  to  abeolutism. 

The  world  needs  no  vulgar  dissensions  and  animosities  about  debt  Put  Sill  on  the 
best  basis  to  create  the  least  evils  of  mind ^s  perversions. 

The  constitutional  laws  of  states  and  countries  are  paramount,  and  must  hold  all 
citizens  and  rulers  in  abeyance. 

Have  all  the  basis  of  property  right  by  organic  laws. 

No  citizen  should  be  dispossessed  of  his  just  portion  of  land. 

Man  should  be  justly  dealt  with  while  on  earth. 

Leave  nothing  to  uncertainty,  contingency,  but  all  to  a  uniform  position.  Talk  not 
of  charity  nor  law,  when  justice  will  comprehend  all  the  case. 

God  never  made  the  lazaroni  of  Naples,  much  less  the  inhabitants  of  eighty  iboo- 
eand  wa4;er-hut8  of  Canton,  not  possessed  of  one  foot  of  earth  that  nature  affords  in 
Mn-afirma,  , 
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Gvre  evety  woman,  as  well  as  man,  land  titles,' so  that  each  famOy  may  have  the 
benefit  of  a  homestead. 

Let  the  organic  law  establish,  that  when  a  proprietor  or  proprietress  wills  at  death, 
that  aU  their  children  have  an  eqnal  portion  of  the  land,  certainly,  of  which  they  cannot 
be  divested,. to  give  the  whole  world  a  fair  chance  to  live.  AU  should  be  compelled  to 
have  ratiooai  education,  and  to  recover  damages  of  looal  authorities  to  the  amount  of 
thousands  of  dollars  on  failure  of  the  means  to  impart  it,  upon  the  party  injured. 

There  should  be  proper  employment  for  all  capable  of  industrial  labor.  The  state 
has  to  make  right  views,  as  to  punish  for  wrong  ones.  Head  all  perversions  u(  mind, 
and  reward  directlv  all  rationality  of  mind. 

The  world  should  cut  loose  at  once  iirom  old  obsolete  ideas  of  the  old  regime  of  igno- 
rance, and  its  outrageous  .concoolitantB.  Law  bi^ds  man  to  man ;  religion  binds  man 
to  society,  and  all  to  God. 

The  earth  owes  subsistence  to  all  the  people. 

The  law  of  nature  is  no  corrupt  law.  How  can  kings  exist  if  there  be  eqnal  por- 
tions of  land  to  each  citizen  ?  It  wae  not  constitutional  in  the  world  to  yield  up  organic 
laws  thattprotect  the  sovereign  people,  and  it  is^iti  duty  to  re-estabHsh  all  such  by  true 
conservative  principles.  But  if  all  tave  homesteads  in  cities,  the  cities  most  be 
enlarged.  Then  that  will  redound  to  health.  A  land  law  has  to  be  made  organic,  for 
«11  families  to  have  a  necessary  and  proportionate  ratio.  If  we  fix  the  world-society 
aind  organic  constitutional  rights  right*  then  the  balance  of  social  duties  will  follow. 
It  must  be  done  by  reason  of  conservative  principles,  not  radical,  overtnming  the  exist- 
ing order  of  all  things,  because  of  opinions.  What  is  justly  conservative,  may  become 
radical,  if  aggression  be  the  rule.  Is  it  best  to  have  all  debts  on  honor  ?  This  will 
abrogate  much  of  irresponsible  action  of  agents.  What  is  responsibility,  at  a  dis- 
tance? It  becomes  too  often  irresponsibility.  Nothing  bat  principles  Will  put  the 
world  aright.  They  were  instituted  therefor  by  the  Creator,  thererore  let  the  world 
establish  them  throughout  its  whole  theatre.  < 

Let  not  any  violate  them. 

Give  every  man  his  proportion  of  land :  make  all  debts  as  near  matters  of  honqr  as 
practicable ;  have  all  laws,  the  few  that  xemain,  simplified,  and  the  world  will  see  or 
feel  but  little  of  law  in  courts  of  justice.  The  whole  difficulty  will  be  more  than  half 
diminished,  for  altercation  and  antagonism  in  the  world.  There  can  be  no  contention 
for  faith,  land  or  money,  if  organic  action  is  established  by  religion.  What  else  can  the 
world  contend  for  1     Make  all  above  want. 

Let  thb  state  be  taxed  proportionately  to  purchase,  at  proper  valuation,  enough  to  dis- 
tribute the  necessary  homesteads  to  its  own  citiaens.  Abolish  poor-houses,  the  short* 
comings  and  frauds  of  commission,  the  deficiencies,  and  buy  homesteads.  Let  no  family 
be  without  a  homestead.  The  rights  of  the  world  and  its  citiaens  are  too  often  crushed 
by  nonentities,  that  monopolies  and  usurpations  the  most  abominable  may  flourish.  The 
problem  of  socialism  is  solved  not  by  abstractions,  but  by  contributions  universal.  To 
do  all  this  best,  tax  for  homesteads.  If  the  United  States  grant  the  balance  of  her  pub- 
lic domain  to  the  States,  after  proper  sales  and  performance  of  stipulations,  it  should  be 
with  the  express  provision,  that  all  the  necessitous  families  of  such  State  shall  receive 
appropriate  homesteads  from  their  respective  States. 

If  the  world  be  right,  the  mind  erect,  religion  and  government  pure,  mankind  can  be 
happy. 

Let  the  whole  world  do  justice,  and  then  talk  of  the  future.  Let  there  be .  no  poor- 
laws,  paupers,  or  poor-houses.  Tax  relatively  to  the  whole  amount,  to  buv  a  home- 
stead and  proper  commencement  to  start  with.  But  this  homestead  law  may  be  severe. 
Yes,  but  the  requisitions  of  religion  demand  it  of  all  states  and  civilized  countries  of  the 
world.  Either  a  homestead,  or  a  permanent  interest  in  one,  to  secure  proper  comforts 
of  life  to  the  people,  and  proper  protection  to  mind,  to  put  all  mankind  under  the  unifom 
protection  of  rational  religion.  For  an  ocfious,  absurd  and  tyrannical  primogeniture, 
constitutional  governments  rear  the  universal  homestead  for  all  families.  What  Ji  glo- 
rious era  of  rational  religion,  when  ratiooai  mind  of  the  world  can  be  independent 
enough  to  think  for  itself,  and  to  think  rightly.  The  universal  homestead  is  adverse  to 
the  hnw^  of  primogeniture,  as  much  as  constitutional  government  is  to  monarchy,  as 
rational  religion  is  to  peculiar  faith. 

Give  mind  adequate  protection,  by  rational  education,  and  nniform  means  to  procure 
sustenance,  as  a  homestead  ;  then  perversion  of.  mind  will  cpase  much,  and  crime  will 
less  preponderate.     There  will  be  less  means  to  be  operated  on.     . 

When  the  real  aristocracy  of  any  country  arrest  the  organic  rights  of  the  people,  that 
aristocracy  render  themselves  the  real  culprits,  as  fax  aa  the  national  and  individual 
perversions  go. 
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In  seeking  this  mi^ty  world  labject,  nothing'  of  radicaliilD  is  pennisBible,  wbea  Jts* 
tice  can  set  the  whole  right  on-  conservative  principles,  that  balance  all  oo  ocean  or 
land.  ' 

Rational  mind  has  to  carry  over  and  above  the  weight  of  the  priestoeraey  and  of  the 
debased,  to  rise. 

No  one  person,  clique  or  clan  of  persons  shall  boy  up  aU  the  land,  to  the  exclnsios 
of  the  citizens.  The  purchasers  must  not  transcend  the  organic  laws  of  ^e  world, 
which,  are  of  nature  and  nature^s  God,  that  cannot  permit  the  proper  amount  of  acres  to 
be  exceeded. 

Alt  ferries  and  wharves  should  be  public.  I  am  warmly  sopported  in  all  this  by  Mr. 
F.  Walthall,  an  intelligent  citizen  of  Gainesville. 

Are  you,  aristocracy  of  the  world,  desirous  of  cutting  down  the  vices  of  the  world? 
Then  put  man  on  his  rights.  Prove  all  by  your  actions,  the  representatives  of  thonght\ 
highest  sublimity.  Homesteads  are  expedient  to  dear  the  world  of  guilt, — a  sarage, 
nnnatnral  antagonism — ^to  promote  the  world's  rights  and  redress  its  wrongs— ^for  early 
marriages — ^td  go  to  the  deep  foundations  of  virtue — to  redress  vice— the  perveraioBS 
of  mind's  habits^to  correct  man's,  mind's  evils,  by  mind's  providence. 

The  Almighty's  providence  is  one  thing,  mind's  providence  is  another.  Do  roo« 
world  statesmen,  see  all  the  infanticides  ?  Why  all  Uiese,  in  populous,  thickly-settled 
countries  1  Not  only  support  that  high-toned  minded  sentiment  that  will  do  justice  to 
offspring,  but  give,  yield  the  means  to  its  complete  success.  What  can  be  nobler  than 
to  support  a  healthy,  virtuous,  high-toned,  moral  and  religions  sentiment  on  this  sub- 
ject ?  The  world  must  do  justice  to  organic  elements,  that  individuals  may  do  strict 
justice  to  the  human  species.     Do  foil  and  adequate  justice  to  offspring. 

What  good  are  the  world's  laws  ffoing  to  avail  man,  iinleis  he  have  some  rcguhr 
means  to  be  identified  with  them  ?  when  one  has  more  land  than  a  proper  portion,  he 
has  what  does  not  belong  to  him  ;  be  is  a  monopolizer  and  usurper.  All  mankind  are 
entitled  to  a  proper  portion,  as  of  fire,  air,  earth  and  water — ^no  more,  no  less :  and  gov- 
ernment is  constitutionally  correct,  that  protects  their  citizens  in  their  just  rights  and 
equitable  possesiions.  The  'homestead  is  on  the  side  of  rational  religion  ;  the  priesto- 
eraey, with  their  millions  of  church  livings^  on  the  other,  a  great  cancer  of  demoraliza- 
tion, the  worst  of  all  to  the  world.  ^ 

Virtue  and  independence,  the  strength  of  the  world,  are  best  secured  by  the  home- 
stead, for  its  honest  yeonaanry.  The  other  presents  a  degrad^  clique,  corrupting  and 
defrauding  the  world  of  all  that  rightfully  belongs  to  its  legitimate  benefits. 

God  has  elegantly  divided  the  earth  into  five  grand  divisions,  that  must  cherish  appro- 
priate, universal,  constitutional  governments,  to  give  each  state  its  constituent,  equal, 
maratime  and^other  universal  rights  and  prerogatives  ;  and  such  government  must  give 
or  see  that  each  family  has  a  homestead,  an  indispensable  pre-requisitc  to  equal  rights 
and  justice.  The* earth  is  for  the  people.  There  mnst  not  be  any  poor  family  on  e^rth 
without  a  homestead — not  one.  A  homestead  mnst  be  possessed  by  all.  It  mnst  be 
done  ;  nothing  short  of  it.  It  will  be  an  everlasting  disgrace  for  any  country,  not  to 
yield  it,  as  it  is  to  any  that  the  government  should  not  confer  equal  rights  to  all  citi- 
zens, doing  ^  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number." 

There  is  but  one  kind  of  government  beneficial  to  the  most — ^the  whole,  and  that  is 
constitutional ;  that  is  so,  first  and  last,  in  sparse  or  the  most  compact  population,  seeor- 
ing  the  homestead  and  the  inherent  honor  of  the  population  in  all. 

Raise  all  rational  minds  to  practical  business,  to  do  themselves  justice.  Let  them  not 
depend  on  any  relations  or  friends  to  do  them  justice,  independent  of  their  own  higli 
zeaolves  and  best  exertions. 

PUBLIC  ECONOMY— GOD'S  FUNDS. 

But  you  do  not  liberaDy  expend  on  the  really  indigent,  a  part  of  your  superfloities. 
Nations  as  well  as  individuals,  mnst  seek  to  do  this.  The  world  must  institute  appro- 
priate organizations  therefor. 

There  are  great  expenses  about  matters  that  are  encnrnbered  with  needless  pomp. 

The  mind  is  ever  liable,  unless  guarded  by  the  liberal  principles  of  education,  to  be 
perverted  by  custom,  and  then  the  tone  of  morality  will  not  be  up  to  reason. 

The  world  cannot  think  or  act  rightly  on  its  thought,  until  it  waits  for  others,  the 
leaders,  to  form  a  judgment,  and  then  it  6an  follow  right  or  wrong.  Those  leaders  may 
have  self-interest  t6  mislead  the  world. 

We  need  to  be  free  from  the  despotism  of  absolutism  and  the  dynasties  of  aocietr 
the  greater  and  less  tyrannies. 
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'   Tlie  world  cannot  go  amiss  for  lofty  enterprises. 

The  benefits  of  oommerce  to  Liberia  may  redound  to  this  country  most  satisfactorily, 
and  may  aid  America  in  carrying  out  the  most  beneficent  system  of  liberal  constitutional 
institutions.    That  is  an  object  of  world*importance. 

The  school-funds  should  never  be  misappropriated  or  misdirected  in  any  country, 
but  should  be  adequate  for  all  the  just  demands  of  universal  rational  education  of  the 
citizens. 

This  matter  should  ever  be  of  the  first  class  of  relative  duties,  for  mind^s  considera- 
tion. 


VICES— EVILS— HABITS,  PERVERSIONS  OF  MIND,  THE  NEGATIVE 

OF  GOOD. 

Who  can  overlook  the  effects  of  vices,  in  their  thousand  wiles  ?  How  many  decep- 
tions are  practiced  in  the  world,  about  its  thousand  and  oae  influences,  especially  about 
money,  &c.  The  very  best  are  apt  to  deceive  themselves  .and  others ;  money  is  a 
power  that  too  many  idolators  worship. 

What  does  not  avarice  do  in  her  thousand  tricks,  reckless  of  the  world's  safety,  intent 
most  franticly  on  the  degraded  gain.  She  adulterates  the  choicest  viands  of  nature,  to 
rratify  her  fiendish  appetite  of  ungodly  profit,  that  oftenest  eludes  her  greedy  grasp. 
She  sells  grain  and  meats  that  are  enjoined,  that  injure  the  health,  and  disposes  of  rotten 
vessels  that  destroy  life.  She  sacrifices  the  world,  everything,  to  her  brutal  degrada- 
tion. Void  of  conscience,  which  she  has  buried  in  her  purse,  she  riots  over  the  world, 
and  binds  every  interest  to  her  vitiated  encroachments. 

The  acts  of  those  wha  betray  friendships  in  general  practices  of  every >day  life,  are 
false  and  faithless,  and  render  to  the  world  a  false  position  in  society.  Trust  never  to 
faithless  roan's  promises,  but  show  mind  and  have  no  needless  proxy.  But  all  this  is 
not  practicable  in  the  universal  union  of  society.  All  that  the  world  can  best  do  is  to 
act  on  the  noblest  principles  for  life,  to  act  for  the  greatest  peace  and  benefit  of  the 
world,  to  get  on  without  turmoil,  trouble,  and  vexation  ;  to  put  all  things  on  a  firm  and 
uniform,  not  loose  ground  of  benefit.     Much  rests  with  the  mind  of  the  individual. 

The  proper  check  to  ambitious  aspirations  must  be  used  even  in  study  of  science, 
Dinch  less  in  military  glory,  when  the  mind  may  be  inordinately  affected,  and  trtfnquillity 
sacrificed  to  vain  and  idle  triflings  never  to  be  gratified.  The  wisest  will  take  nothing 
for  granted,  when  science  can  elucidate  the  truth  and  facts  of  nature.  It  is  the  interest 
of  too  much  of  the  world  to  be  deceived,  or  to  deceive  others.  It  is  one  of  mind's 
greatest  glories,  to  expel  the  world's  delusions. 

But  credence  can  be  entertained  in  the  word  of  truthful  men,  who  adopt  principles, 
as  confidence  can  be  hasarded  for  their  pledges.  How  can  this  be  known  beforehand. 
Their  position  is  the  only  one  to  create  a  just  confidence.  They  cannot  be  convicted 
of  treachery  to  word,  or  aflSrmation  of  word,  in  their  constant  conversation.  With 
them  all  such  is  sacred,  and  will  be  invariably  treated  as  sush.  The  highest  obliga- 
tions, as  the  marriage  vow,  will  be  so  held.  All  such  are  held  subject  to  principles  of 
God  ;  they  kuQW  no  other. 

If  rightly  directed  by  the  principles  of  the  order  of  universal  brotherhood,  they  would 
negative  all  opposition  of  accusation  of  clannish,  selfish,  and  unjust  efforts,  of  siding 
with  secret  lodge  companions  in  thwarting  justice. 

One  of  the  great  means  of  universal  conservation,  is  adequate  protection  on  principles. 

Any  accused  persons,  however  lowly,  are  entitled  to  call  for  proof  of  accusation 
against  themselves,  else  the  accused  fall  otherwise,  and  society  is  unhinged.  One  per- 
son is  as  good  as  another,  no  matter  how  low  in  worldly  possessions,  until  valid  proof  is* 
brought;  no  matter  how  high  the  accuser,  or  lowly  the  accused,  we  must  have  just 
proof  to  reach  a  proper  condemnation.  Thus,  one  cannot  go  to  sleep  on  any  reputa- 
tion, as  all  are  held  responsible  for  good  reputation  and  deportment  till  death.  No  kind' 
of  peculiar  education  and  habits,  its  result,  can  intrinsically  excuse  interested  prejudice 
and  corrupt  views.  A  counteraction  of  malign  influences  is  the  best  management  in  all 
the  circles  of  one's  duties  in  life. 

Most  of  all  social  malign  influences  arise  from  the  peculiar  influence  of  peculiar  faith 
institutions.     Abolish  all  such  as  world-nuisances. 

Many  may  have  not  a  proper  calibre  of  intellect  to  resist  the  delusions  of  the  world, 
unless  duly  prepared  by  a  suitable  independent  code  to  resist  temptation  of  vice,  and 
the  wiles  of  sophists. 

But  few  can  appreciate  their  abeolute  world  condition. 

But  steer  as  clear  of  vice  as  you  cant  still,  part  of  the  world  extremely  eompt  itself^ 
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win  not  do  you  justice.  Then  you  mnrt  do  yoaraelC  that  doty  to  justice.  The  best 
way  to  counteract  libels  and  calumnies,  is  to  let  your  actions  triumph  orer  all  libelees — 
live  them  down. 

If  we  study  mankind  in  this  uneoTiable  feature,  we  shall  find  it  one  of  the  worst  of 
perverted  mind.  It  is  certain  that  conservative  revolutionists  invariably  exasperate  by 
their  position,  the  most  legitimate  of  the  world,  all  monopolists  of  exploded  systems  thai 
are  in  antagonism  with  the  world^s  true  interest. 

This  position  of  this  world,  so  mixed  in  ignorance  and  fraud,  that  renders  perreFsioB 
of  innocent  mind,  should  cause  you  to  define  and  maintain  all  your  position. 

The  world  affects  to  treat  proper  accusations  of  some  people,  impugmni^  them  as 
unworthy  of  credit,  as  it  suits  the  interest  of  cabals  and  factions,  because  the  influence 
of  these  people  has  been  in  society,  factifonsly  great.  It  does  not  try  the  issues  on  the 
facts  and  merits  of  the  case. 

If  any  employment  of  males  or  females  make  them  worse,  or  endangers  their  morals, 
drop  them  entirely.  Public  sentiment  being  right  in  the  world,  promotes  a  aotud  state 
of  morals,  religion,  and  government. 

MURDER. 

Wren  murder  is  perpetrated,  by  insulting  ihe  party  killed,  who  may  have  leaisled  oa 
the  noblest  principles  of  mind,  it  is  nothing  but  assassination. 

The  lives  of  the  community  should  not  be  sacrificed  for  the  omission  of  capital  pan- 
ishment  by  the  state,  that  will  find  it  the  least  of  evils.  It  cannot  be  omitted  the  present 
age,  at  the  same  time  all  the  proper  exertions  must  be  made,  to  elicit  the  best  promotioD 
of  the  soul-problem.  The  reward  of  promotion.  soUtaxy  confinement,  and  tndostnal 
einployment  of  all  classes,  may  advance  the  solution. 

The  murderer  causes  much  perjury,  the  violation  of  principles.  Murder  is  oolj  jus- 
tifiable, when  one  individual  kills  another  in  pore  self-<iefence,  that  is,  to  prevent  being 
killed,  and  this  construction  involves  the  noblest  principles,  not  those  of  provocation. 

How  often  is  it,  that  one  provokes  another  by  language,  and  acts  to  resent  an  insult^ 
and  then  the  aggressor  takes  advantage,  planned  design^ly  in  his  foul  crowd,  and  com- 
mits assassination. 

But  what  is  the  life  of  such  a  murderer  ?  Not  prepared  to  die,  and  unfit  to  live^ 
abiding  a  few  more  years  in  misery,  and  dying  in  horror  and  remorse. 

How  of^en  have  the  innocent  been  punimed,  by  an  imperfect  system  of  jurispm- 
dence.  No  individual  can  be  presumed  murdered,  until  certain  proof  of  death,  by 
which  alone  we  can  convict  of  murder.  What  murderer  sees  peace  of  mind  ?  Even 
an  Emperor  must  feel  for  the  wrongs  of  blood  done  nations.  It  is  a  severe  matter  of 
temptation,  to  be  exposed  to  all  the  malign  influences  of  power  and  tyranny  thatenalaw 
the  tyrant  and  usurper,  worse  often  than  bis  victims. 

Provocations  of  persons  to  extremes,  and  then  preteiidedly  killing  them  in  self-defenre, 
is  assassination,  and  must  finally  produce  conscience  guilt  and  remorse. 

All  the  delicate  and  paramount  rights  of  mind  must  be  duly  respected. 

RETRIBUTIVE  JUSTICE. 

What  evidences  have  we  of  retributive  justice  %  They  are  too  nniverssl  ovfer  the 
globe  to  be  misundersto<)d.  We  observe  many  clear  facts  in  the  severe  domestic 
tjrranny  of  individuals,  who  have  committed  deliberate  maiming  of  subordinates,  mar- 
dering  others,  and  violation  of  the  nuptial  vow,  of  an  unhappy  life,  and  a  miserable 
end,  as  death  by  suicide,  or  by  others. 

Seduction  has  rendered  all  the  families  unhappy  and  miserable,  the  daughter  of  Uie 
seducer  a  prostitute  and  an  adulteress,  the  cause  of  her  husband^s  death,  and  the  eternal 
disgrace  of  the  best  relations. 

There  are  rights  and  vows  that  are  sacred,  and  cannot  be  overlooked  but  by  the 
worst  stock  of  human  nature,  of  no  account  to  themselves,  relations,  country,  or  the 
world. 

In  the  sacredness  of  vows,  the  mind  of  both  parties  has  to  do  its  part,  to  render 
abeyance  to  the  dignity  of  virtue,  above  all,  duty,  and  not  give  an  imperfect  copy. 

Mind  owes,  above  all,  justice  to  itself,  that  the  most  exalted  thought,  habit,  anid  pne- 
tice  bestow. 

Prostitution  of  mind  is  fearful  aud  retributive,  as  when  the  precipice  is  once 
the  downfall  is  continuous. 
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Adultery  causes  perjury  and  subornation  of  perjury,  crushed  feelings,  suiciide,  mor- 
der,  misery,  strife,  contention,  iniquity  beyond  appreciation. 

In  cases  of  perverted  lust,  as  that  of  seduction,  the  seducer  haB  been  invoked  m 
ftoicide,  having  first  failed  to  produce  death  upon  the  unfortunate  victim.  But  what  a 
world  of  affliction  oflen  attends  the  woman.  Many  place  the  account  to  the  seducer, 
and  often  very  justly.     It  takes  two  to  confirm  and  divide  all  such  guilt. 

See  the  withering  effects  of  storms,  blighting  the  various  parts  of  the  world,  and 
then  observe  similar  states  of  moral  blights  of  mind.  What  was  in  God^s  purpose  to 
master  creation,  mortals  cannot  say,  but  bis  principles  are  conservative  to  universal 
good.  Mankind  must  learn  of  immortal  principles,  immortal  truths.  Too  many 
parents  neglect  these,  unable  to  teach  their  children  the  only  means  of  reaching  correct 
position. 

But  above  all,  the  state  has  a  higher  duty  and  inquby  in  their  education,  tjian  in  their 
punishment. ' 

The  great  object  of  man^s  congratulation  ns  mind's  triumph  over  all  sublunary  diffi^ 
culties,  by  its  inherent  faculties  rightly  called  forth  by  due  eultivationy  otherwise  mind's 
treasure  is  inert  or  misapplied,  in  inglorious  inaction  or  evil  action.  The  effects  of 
individual  and  national  misdeeds  reflect  too  truly  this  whole  position. 

Every  age  of  the  world  receives  its  impress  of  mind'«  progress,  and  truly  records 
the  necessary  results. 

Can  there  be  an  atheist  or  poly  theist  who  has  comprehended  the  whole  subject,  unless 
monomaniac  or  unprincipled,  when  he  observes  the  wisdom  of  rightly  cultivated  rational 
mind's  government,  in  curtailing  evil  to  the  narrowest  limit  ? 

Mind,  th^t  has  ignobly  surrendered  to  its  own  and  the  frailties  of  others,  the  world, 
tends  to  degradation,  if  not  perdition.     What  is  to  reclaim  it  ? 

Peculiar  doctrines,  those  of  any  peculiar  faith  ? 

What  inherent  peculiar  power  has  that,  itself  an  nsnrper  %  Mind  can  only  deal  in 
principles,  otherwise  peculiar  bad  effects,  retributive,  will  ensue.  The  wisest  and  moat 
comprehensive  counteraction  is  better  than  all  subsequent  action  in  the  world's  affairs, 
a»  who  would  risk  the  destrnction  in  the  falls  of  a  mighty' river,  to  have  the  chance  of 
repairing  afterwards  ?  Mind  can  only  rejoice  in  the  simple  and  innocent  pleasures  of 
life  ;  beyond  the  proper  limits,  families,  individuals,  nations,  the  world  suffer  penalties 
proportionately  to  their  e^il  deeds: 

The  world^s  history  presents  mu6h  of  what  is  called  retaliation,  retributive  justioe 
that  bears  often  with  the  heaviest  hand.  Individual  and  national  retaliation  is  often 
excited  by  the  feelings  that  passions  outraged  arouse,  may  not  be  always  wise,  is  not 
certainly  just,  unless  facts  always  warrant. 

All  this  can  be  referred  to  the  highest  earthly  tribunal,  that  of  principles,  and  can  yet 
be  better  counteracted  in  the  mightier  tribunal  of  conscience. 

Patriotic  and  sound  virtues  must  protect  the  necessary  constituent  laws  of  the  land, 
certainly  uphold  good  and  true  citizens  in  what  is  right  and  just.  All  such  are  of  the 
wise  legislation  oT  the  world. 

The  various  crimes  affect  most  deeply,  and  awfully  crush  the  perpetrators,  who  lose 

froperty,  caste,  character  and  life  in  most  instances,  if  amenable  for  capital  offences, 
n  many  cases  of  crimes,  retributive  justice  crushes  the  soul  by  the  severest  inflictions, 
on  both  guilty  parties.  One  alone  is  not  guilty.  What  results  from  the  neglect  of  be- 
coming virtuous,  to  individuals  and  nations  ?  B<rth  lose  caste  in  the  world.  Neither 
money  nor  earthly  powers  can  recall  it.  The  hignest  appropriate  cultivation  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  organs  alone  raises  man  to  his  dignity. 

Retribution  is  in  the  hands  of  avenging  principles.  What  is  repentance  in  words 
worth,  with  no  retribution  ?     Where  is  the  remorse  of  their  guilt  to  end  1 

Sooner  or  later  retribution  will  be  paid,  as  principles  exact  accoantability.  The 
guilty  party  may  play  a  thousand  devices  before  the  world,  but  cunning  will  not  avail ; 
cunning  that  a  wise  mind  cannot  countenance,  will  not  answer  the  full  demands  of 
conscience. 

Does  the  inebriating  drink  expel  man's  care,  when  it  drags  down  his  best  vitality,  and 
stupiiies  his  feelings  1  Do  cards,  that  beggar  him  and  others'  honesty,  avail,  when  he 
has  none  to  stake  *? 

Whither  can  he  fly  remorse  of  conscience,  the  severest  retributive  justice  1  As  well 
could  he  fly  from  himself.  Has  he  sacrificed  all  for  nothing  1  Is  all  this  from  the 
smallest  commencement  of  vice,  a  most  irrational  violation  of  innocence  and  virtue  that 
claimed  his  best  protection,  for  which  life  should  have  been  risked,  and  all  his  intellect- 
ual faculties  bravely  exerted  1  Is  the  woman  married  ?  Her  anguish  knows  no  cesssr- 
tion,  her  mind  no  ease  ?  Is  poison  or  other  means  to  terminate  their  existence,  by 
ignoble  suicide  or  ignominious  vital  misery  ? 
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Is  reckless  murder  to  end  this  horrible  picture  ? 

Who  ean  promise  themseWes  immunity  for  reckless  Tiolation  of  principles,  io  a  ani- 
Terse  that  is  altogether  governed  by  their  conservation  ? 

Pursue  the  history  of  one  who  promised  marriage  ib  seduction,  at  that  time  making 
a  life  competency.  After  ruin  of  the  woman  and  injury  of  his  own  standing,  he  changes 
his  abode  and  pursuits,  and  amasses  an  immense  fortune.  He  purchases  by  the  neU 
proceeds,  a  hinded  estate,  from  i^hich  he  was  ejected  by  the  process  of  a  law-suiu  and 
was  then  a  pauper,  as  the  seller  had  no  title  and  was  a  felon  in  cloaking  his  property. 
Considering  it  collusion,  he  is  tempted  to  murder,  but  stays  his  hand  and  lets  the  au- 
principled  felon,  from  whom  nothing  by  the  laws  of  his  state  in  which  be  resides,  can  be 
realized,  pass.  He  makes  other  efforts  that  are  fruitless,  to  make  money,  and  finally 
went  from  compunction  of  conscience  and  married  the  mother  of  his  child,  though  he 
had  two  children  to  support  instead  of  one,  and  much  intermediate  penitence  to  undergo. 
What  a  lesson  to  the  seducer,  who  had  found  his  false  pretences  returned  home  to  him 
with  interest.  Will  any  legislator  refuse  the  necessary  penalty,  for  such  false  pre- 
tences? •  All  laws  ought  to  be  so  founded,  as  to  make  the  vindication  exemplary,  and 
render  it  the  preferable  policy  to  pursue  the  legitimate  actions  in  life« 

What  are  such  frequent  consequences,  but  ignominious  compulsion  of  marriage,  or 
death.  These  events  have  transpired.  The  true  philosophical  observer  will  see  that 
many  things  come  home  with  awful  result  from  vicious  habits.  The  murderer  becKHxies 
a  maniac,  in  a  few  days  even.  Another  commits  snicide,  whilst  most  suffer  the  pangs 
of  remorse  or  have  to  make  restitution  by  summary  punishment  to  the  avenging  laws 
of  the  country,  or  the  avenging  feelings  of  relations. 

Restitution  should  be  made  by  all  delinquents  for  trespasses  and  sins  surely,  as  well 
as  bring  forgiveness  of  the  Creator.  It  is  impunity  liiat  facilitates  the  perpetration  of 
crime. 

Accountability  is  then  the  first  law  of  self-preservation  of  society,  and  as  such  is  the 
institution  of  the  Creator.    Who  can  escape  it  in  this  life,  or  in  a  future  state  ? 

The  treachery  must  exact  restitution  for  the  crime  of  the  traitor.  In  how  many 
filial,  conjugal  and  parental,  social,  moral  and  religious  positions  bf  life  is  this  seen 
and  felt  ? 

The  agent,  advocate,  legislator  or  magistrate  defraud  their  constituents  and  usurp 
their  rights,  proving  themselves  unworthy  of  trust  and  confidence  that  is  often  forfeited 
never  to  be  recovered  I 

What  a  misnomer,  that  the  king  can.  do  no  wrong  ;  what  a  fiction,  that  j>eculiar  faith 
representativ,es  are  infallible  and  orthodox,  when  they  both  are  obnoxious  to  the  most 
positive  corrections ! 

The  world  abounds  in  illustrations.  History  portrays,  with  faithful  picture,  the 
accursed  tyranny  of  absolutism,  and  exacts  the  faithful  condemnation  of  future  ages 
against  nations  as  individuals,  the  rulers  more  than  the  people. 

The  debtors  ungratefully  defraud  their  creditors,  and  teach  the  world  a  base  peculiar 
education  that  perverted  minds  too  quickly  learn  and  pay  back  with  deep  retributive 
justice. 

They  leave  their  ill-gotten  wealth  to  their  family,  which  may  be  defrauded  by  relatives 
anfl  false  friends,  whom  their  example  may  have  influenced.  There  is  a  just  God,  who 
rules  ithe  world,  the  universe,  all  creation  by  his  conservative  principles.  But  why 
should  not  the  delinquents  'have  been  more  clearly  punished  in  this  world  1  That,  in 
part,  is  referable  to  organic  defects  of  society.  That  punishment  is  attainable  in  God*s 
universe  and  in  his  way. 

Left  all  its  parts  know  and  appreciate  all  this  most  knowingly,  ere  their  sins  mislead 
them  to  the  deepest  injury.  How  many  are  punished  in  this  world,  in  most  signal 
manner  and  ways  ? 

If  many  are  not  speedily  punished,  that  punishment  may  be  only  mercifully  deferred 
for  their  amendment  and  correction. 

Even  "  the  conqueror  suffers,"  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  that  of  his  martial  glory. 

The  state  awfully  suffers  for  false  legislation. 

The  world  awfully  suffers,  and  that  most  signally,  from  the  demoralization  of  bibles 
of  tradition,  that  are  idols  preferred  to  the  valid  principles  of  mind. 

Hdw  many  evil  deeds  are  perpetrated  by  cunning,  that  does  nut  avail,  as  it  recoils  on 
itself. 

No  man  should  act  as  to  leave  his  social  circle,  as  if  hurried  off  by  any  bad  deeds. 
He  should  be  able  to  reface  it,  at  any  moment  of  time.  How  often  does  adultery  pre> 
sent  an  ignominious  death — of  course  the  life  must  be  ignominious.  The  adulterer, 
with  his  dying  breath,  must  oflen  suffer  the  lie  to  escape  his  lips,  or  be  self-condemned. 
One  may  he  accountable  for  adultery  for  life-time. 
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Fornication  and  adal'teiy  may  lead  to  murder.  AToid  them,  to  escape  death,  igno* 
miny,  detraction,  expulsion  from  society,  loss  of  popular  rights.  :These  sins,  in  their 
commission,  may  involve  all  danger  and  retributive  justice.  Where  is  it  to  end  ?  la 
this  world?     Who  that  is  rational,  can  think  so? 

Much  adultery  is  stopped,  by  direct  retributive  justice. .  The  indulgence  of  bad  habits 
will  positively  produce  retributive  justice,  unless  they  are  properly  resisted  and  over* 
come.  By  their  malign  influence,  many  throw  themselves  away  most  prematurely^ 
arousing  the  sleepincf  tiger  of  retributive  justice,  that  is  not  always  passive,  when  they 
might  have  done  well  in  marriage,  temperance,  fortune,  fame,  usefulness  in  the  whole 
circle  of  the  world.  Some,  by  the  power  of  vicious  habits,  cannot  live  out  half  their 
days. 

If  there  be  truth  in  friendship,  how  simple  that  person  is  who  throws  away  reputiu- 
tion,  friends,  all  the  elite  circle,  the  ablest  advantages  of  the  world,  of  future  best  pros* 
pects,  to  reach  a  mere  temporary  gratification,  in  adultery. 

Does  the  world  build  up  the  most  valued  friendship,  and  then  sacrifice  it  thus? 

Seed  sown  in  vice  brings  a  harvest  of  punishment  surely,  says  enlightened  reason. 
The  end  will  not  justify  the  means,  to  arrest  great  evils  by  violations  of  proper  law. 
No  lynch  law  meets  the  case ;  indignation  meetings  will  do  better  than  indignation 
actions,  the  authors  of  which  perpetrate  a  worse  crime,  and  are  doomed  to  its  penalties: 
W^e  must  look  to  all  fundamental  principles,  to  restrict  the  least  evils  of  society. 

The  spendthrift  is  an  evidence  of  strict  retributive  justice,  atoning  for  nrinciples  thai 
he  has.most  grossly  violated.  What  shall  the  world  do,  to  stay  its  reckless  course  ? 
After  the  flood  has  poured  over  the  banks,  what  then  can  stay  its  onward  and  rapid 
course  ?    The  disorganization  of  morals  has  been  eflected.    Anticipate  all  such. 

What  wrecks  of  fortune,  mind,  and  character  are  made,  in  the  abuses  of  lust! 

What  sins  and  crimes  has  the  world  to  account  for,  if  it  yield  itself  a  victim  to  all 
such. 

The  bad  habits  of  human  nature  lead  to  retributive  justice.  How  often  do  penalties 
recoil  on  the  right  spot ! 

Principles,  like  ministers,  bespeak  a  master  spirit.  Whenever  proper  laws  are  vio* 
lated  with  impunity,  the  spirit  of  just  retaliation  rises  on  their  ruins.  We  have  then 
the  most  miserable  substitutes.  1  he  greatest  injury  is  to  oneself  for  penalties,  by  self« 
retribution.  The  expulsion,  by  public  opinion,  from  respectable  circles,  the  sacrifice  of 
property  by  a  forced  sale ;  the  household  participating  in  all  the  ignominy  of  the  dis- 
grace, in  all  the  downward  habits  of  dishonesty,  p'ainly  prove  that  the  comprehensive 
view  of  duty,  the  whole  honest  duty,  can  alone  satisfy  the  full  demands  of  the  world 
justice. 

Low  revenge,  that  tramples  in  the  dust,  behind  as  well  as  before,  victimizes  often 
both  parties.  This  thing  of  proxy  vassal  dependence,  to  do  the  unconscientious  bidding 
of  demons  in  human  form,  must  all  have  its  appropriate  retribution. 

Moral  bravery  and  intellectual  light,  with  firmness,  are  what  the  whole  world  needs. 
,  If  you  do  not  stand  up  to  society,  who  will  stand  up  to  you  ?  If  you  murder,  you  will 
catch  retributive  justice  certainly.  You  cannot  miss  it,  do  what  you  will.  If  you  com- 
mit adultery,  what  will  protect  you  ?  Thus  you  may  think  to  violate  laws,  ilie  princi- 
ples of  society,  with  impunity  ;  but  you  can  do  no  such  thing.  Does  one  gain  anything 
by  selfish  advantages,  tortures  of  dumanity?,  No.  Retributive  iustice  will  prevent 
him,  will  recoil  on  his  household.  What  blockheads  are  people  seeking  to  keep  genius 
down,  when  the  unprincipled  opponents  cut  themselves  out  of  their  proportion  of  the 
worlirs  advantages. 

In  all  robberies  of  the  thief,  convict  and  punish  him  justly.  Proper  retribution  must 
overtake  ail  who  seek  to  triumph  over  virtue,  the  distressed. 

Tu  guard  hcst  against  mobs,  Lynch-laws,  the  violations  of  laws,  let  the  wisest  legis- 
lation be  instituted,  and  administered  most  uniformly. 

CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT 

Can  hardly  be  abrogated  at  this  stage  of  the.  world.  Abolition  of  capital  punishment 
is  not  practicable,  Unless  mental  discipline  be  unfailingly  adopted  in  the  best,  most  effec 
tuai  and  conclusive  mode  ;  and  can  only  be  instituted  on  conservative  revolution  of  the 
present  social  system. 

Public  exposures  should  be  condemned,  as  there  should  be  no  public  executions  of 
criminals.  The  minds  of  the  spectators  are  not  benefited,  but  some  may  be  rendered 
more  sanguinary  thereby. 

The  tuition  consistent  with  the  best  regulations  of  rational  education  next  to  rational 
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nitron  islhe  best  support,  and  that  erer  lesorte  to  the  orgranitfttion  of  true  goTemment, 
■Qch  as  free  couotries  adopt,  and  that  consistently  rectifies  all  that  is  capital  for  good, 
universal  success,  and  insures  the  highest  and  just  triumphs  of  mind,  in  its  preaeat 
emanation  and  inspiration. 

The  mind  has  much  ciTilization  and  science  to  reach,  ere  it  can  meet  this  qnestica 
rightfuliy.  Like  that  of  the  peace  question,  time  must  best  answer  it.  Prevention  of 
crime,  as  of  disease,  is  the  mighty  solution  of  philosophical  science.  As  the  mind  has 
not  yet  counteracted  the  direst  crimes  in  individuals  or  nations,  it  cannot  yet  supersede 
the  necessity  of  self-preservation,  by  appropriate  punishment.  Adequate  punishment  is 
ever  to  bo  contemplated  by  wise  legislators. 

The  penitentiary  presents  an  important  system,  though  a  severe  state  of  existence. 
It  is  a  necessary  evil.  It  arises,  necessarily,  from  man's  perverted  nature.  This  sys- 
tem should  restore  people  to  society,  if  practicable,  improved  beings,  and  poesesaed  of 
some  means  to  enable  them  to  live  beyond  tliQ  oppression  of  want. 

The  government  is  bound  to  see  them  start,  on  a  fair  and  equitable  provisioo,  to  mas- 
ter the  greater  difficulties  of  life. 

THE  CHARAtJTER  OF  MANKIND,  KNOWLEDGE  OF  HUMAN  NATURE, 
THE  WORLD  AND  BUSINESS. 

Thcrb  is  so  much  sophistry,  professional  and  general,  that  we  meet  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  reaching  the  facts  of  life,  except  by  the  best  reasoning. 

Man's  character,  nationally  and  individually  is  operated  upon,  and  moulded  much  by 
this  influence. 

There  are  many  men  in  the  world,  that  we  cannot  believe  on  oath.  We  should  trust 
no  farther  than  we  can  yield  power,  that  is  absolutely  necessary. ' 

The  doctrine  of  non-resistance  will  not  suit  the  world  at  all,  as  it  requires  principles. 

What  confidence  can  be  placed  in  mankind,  nationally  or  individually,  when  self-in- 
terest  and  money  are  concerned,  and  there  is  no  counteracting  moral  or  physical  power  ? 

All  proper  confidence  can  be  placed  in  a  proper  way  with  many,  but  mind  has  not  yet 
established  the  universal  principles. 

Mankind  needs  rational  education,  mental  and  physical  employment  tonurtore  a 
sound  state  of  mind,  in  the  soundest  practical  constitution,  not  to  thirst  for  vice  and 
fatten  on  the  spoils  of  innocence  and  the  world's  rights. 

Mind  rightly  directed  in  conservative  principles,  will  comprehend  right  with  consist- 
ent actions  to  embrace  it,  resisting  temptation » and  triumphing  overall  ignominy.  The 
aristocracy  of  mind  resting  on  the  means  of  exalting  the  character  of  mankind,  is  the 
only  safe  one  that  will  exclude  main  rehance  on  force,  intrigue,  dissimulation  and  deg> 
radation. 

Good  faith-execution  of  all  essential  obligations  in  life,  eonstitutes  one  of  the  bestcer* 
tificates  for  elevation  of  character.  Punctuality  in  all  serious  promises,  as  payments, 
renders  character  conspicuous  for  honesty  and  fair  honorable  dealing. 

The  present  age  demands  redress,  and  fundamental  correction. 

Of  the  schools  of  the  world,  though  that  of  money  is  great,  that  of  mankind  is  the 
greatest,  as  comprehending  all.  In  this,  •science  decides  for  all  the  secret  springs  of 
Action,  and  here  causes  can  be  duly  investigated  to  cause  respect  for  intrinsic  merit 

Mankind  is  ever  disposed  to  act  consistently,  but  for  the  world's  peculiar  education, 
that  has  to  be  conquered.  We  shall  never  reach  the  true  analysis  of  the  character  of 
mankind  till  rational  education  has  the  victory.  We  only  see  man  in  peculiar  attitudes, 
but  let  the  school  of  principles  be  established,  and  a  mighty  conservative  revolution  will 
be  instituted. 

The  world  would  be  disposed  to  do  right,  were  its  principles  permitted  to  have  free 
action. 

What  advantages  the  mere  appearance  of  character  makes,  accompanied  by  good 
faith.     The  whole  world  is  captivated  by  its  intrinsic  powers. 

Then  mankind  have  to  nurture  truth  and  honesty,  and  not  only  meet  all  the  world's 
demands  upon  their  purse,  but  their  mind,  with  exact  punctuality,  that  tells  their  char- 
acter to  all,  in  characters  unassailable. 

All  can  show  an  honest  action,  if  such  be  in  their  character.  Experience  can  best 
direct  generally,  unless  peculiar  powers  of  genius  can  prevail  most  scientifically. 

Proper  analysis  of  the  world's  subjects  is  not  obtained  by  faith,  or  anything  short  of 
principles. 

•  It  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  awake  to  a  suitable  sense  of  their  own  case,  and  its 
fhture  best  correction.     When  the  people  ire  fully  enlightened  in  science  and  morals, 
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then  the  most  of  all  world  impositions  will  be  assaredlj  negatived  and  OTerthrown. 
Mind  has  a  high  and  indispensable  duty  to  perfonn,  and  it  is  essential  that  there  be  no 
defect  in  this  valuable  duty. 

Some  people  of  supposed  cnod  standing,  flinch  from  principle-,  when  they  come  to 
speak  of  money  or  power.  What  sort  of  public  morals,  and  what  is  the  character  of 
public  mind,  that  ought  to  know  better  than  permit  loss  of  the  rule  of  principles  ?  The 
Knowledge  of  the  world  possessed  by  those  that  analyze  but  little,  and  read  little  of 
mankind,  is  very  small.  They  go  for  few  general  principles,  seeking  by  specific  pecu- 
liar views  to  gl>vern.  Whenever  individuals  flinch  from  the  test  of  principles^  they  may 
be  set  dowrf  as  derelict,  in  purity  of  intentions. 

We  should  look  at  men  as  they  act,  not  because  of  their  being  in  any  particular 
circle. 

The  principle  of  personal  independence  is  one  of  the  best,  that  secures  the  confidence 
and  best  respect  of  the  world. 

Do  yon  wish  to  know  human  nature  in  its  disguises  ?  Money  and  various  trades 
-With  the  people,  in  all  their  diversified  business  transactions,  will  impart  that  know* 
ledge.  Look  at  man,  from  the  diplomacy  of  state  to  the  pettiest  office  of  the  govern- 
ment, then  you  will  find  diversity  of  character. 

What  principles  have  some  to  do  justice  ?  But  what  can  we  expect,  when  rational 
education  has  hardly  dawned  on  the  world's  horizon  ?  What  a  large  part  of  the  world 
wait  for  the  force  of  the  law  from  a  court  of  justice,  ere  they  can  advance  the  proper 
position  of  justice.  What  part  of  the  world  interposes  perjury  to  prevent  justice  ?  If 
you  seek  to  be  miserable  in  your  best  knowledge  of  human  nature,  seek  to  purchase 
friendship  by  money. 

If  public  functionaries  lend  money  that  belongs  to  the  public  treasury,  they  will  be 
considered  as  official  robbers,  that  pretended  friends  swindle  for  their  own  breach  of 
&ith.  He  that  would  ask  a  public  functionary  to  lend  him  of  the  public  treasury,  is  a 
traitor  to  all  friendship  that  is  worthy  of  honor.  While  our  republican  views  must 
admit  what  is  expedient  and  right,  our  knowledge  of  human  nature  requires  its  treat- 
ment according  to  the  best  appreciation  of  its  laws.  There  are  many  people  that  it 
will  not  answer  for  them  to  have  any  advantage  or  power  over  the  world,  no  matter 
what  the  pretence,  what  the  name,  whether  peculiar  (kith  or  patriotism,  as  they  will 
most  certainly  abuse  it.  They  do  not  know  themselves,  how  then  can  the  world  trust 
them,  when  they  will  be  always  unprincipled  from  perversion  of  mind  ?  Men  and 
women  complain  of  the  world-vices  or  evils ;  have  they  not  been  guilty  of  bad  and 
pernicious  examples  ?    Society  is  in  too  artificial  a  state.     Principles  must  be  fixed. 

No  individual  can  appreciate  man's  true  character,  until  the  full  trial  under  various 
vicissitudes  ;  and  none  can  give  in  the  aggregate  a  better  view  than  financial  transac- 
tions. Giving,  then,  full  scope  in  the  circle  where  the  best  liberal  principles  of  educa- 
tion have  not  reached  and  profited,  we  should  find  that  the  least  confidence  can  be  truly 
maintained  in  a  large  majority  ;  in  other  words,  that  the  fewest  can  be  trusted,  and  that 
certainly  the  smallest  part  of  mankind  will  do  the  thing  that  is  fully  right. 

After  a  long  course  of  observation,  the  most  will  be  looked  upon  as  unworthy  of 
trust ;  not  exactly  worthless,  but  not  exempt  from  suspicion. 

A  proper  position  has  to  be  taken  in  self-preservation,  that  the  fewest  mislead  us  by 
sinister  designs,  that  should  be  invariably  counteracted  in  time. 

It  is  wise  to  see  the  plans  of  all,  whether  they  bring  the  influence  about  money  or 
any  other  power. 

it  is  decidedly  the  best  policy  to  avoid  antagonism ;  but  at  the  same  time,  if  mind 
premise  suitable  principles,  we  should  act  most  decisively  ^nd  firmly,  for  if  we  do 
not  defehd  our  rights,  we  forfeit  the  best  right  to  them.  Firmness  is  a  virtue,  but 
sagacity  is  a  necessity,  and  counteraction  a  protection  against  many  not  trust- 
worthy. 

We  should  beware  most  clearly  in  trusting  implicitly  in  any,  who  have  been  previ- 
ously hostile ;  while  we  may  forgive,  we  should  never  forget  some  unfit  to  be  trusted 
with  power  or  friendship,  or  any  such  thing  near  as  sacred. 

Mankind's  best  actions  should  show  a  bright  example,  and  they  can  never  pay  too 
high  a  tribute  to  good  actions,  or  reward  honorable  genius  too  much,  in  all  her  depart- 
ments. The  essence  of  all  practical  knowledge  furnishes  the  best  fund  for  a  happy 
passage  through  the  world  aright. 

Such  is  the  best  insured  by  the  truly  honest  mind,  that  turns  not  from  its  course,  but 
pursues  the  proper  object  all  lifetime. 

Youth  should  be  taught  the  proper  points  at  the  proper  time,  by  all  the  guardians  of 
nature. 

They  should  never  listen  to  the  comipt  advice  of  companions  that  does  not  agfss 
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with  safe  principles,  but  lay  all  that  is  suspicious  before  their  best  and  wortfaiert 
advisers. 

Wise  parents,  friends  and  guardians,  will  insure  most  by  prudent  persuasion,  when 
they  should  never  govern  by  mere  brief  authority,  superseding  kindness  and  reason. 
It  is  wise  instruction  that  the  world  needs,  and  assured  of  that  which  is  best,  most  wiH 
rush  to  it  with  impetuosity  in  time. 

Circumstances  of  the  world  can  only  develop  character,  and  of  these,  financial  bosi* 
ness  is  essential  to  exhibit  it  in  many  varieties.  Self-love  will  be  seen  predominant  in 
most  professions. 

So  deeply  is  this  characteristic  in  the  mind  perverted,  as  it  may  be  from  the  correct 
▼ieWftbat  we  should  never  hasten  to-commitourseWesin  even  ordinary  business,  unless 
we  are  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  the  best  that  can  be  done. 

The  wisest  maxim  will  be,  to  have  nothing  of  important  business  transactions  with 
any  not  of  approved  character,  and  that  of  course  is  the  most  essential  thing  to  study. 
Where  we  may  be  obliged  to  suffer  if  we  anticipate  this,  we  can  well  defer  applicants, 
by  taking  all  important  matters  into  due  and  proper  consideration,  to  have  all  right 
and  just. 

Selfishness  is  so  often  predominant,  that  myriads  of  aspiring  people  are  prowling  on 
the  world,  idle,  dissolute,  if  not  abandoned,  profligate,  vicious  and  unprincipled,  ^m 
youth  spoilt  entirely  in  their  raising,  like  a  crooked,  flawed  tree,  never  to  be  properly 
mended  on  this  earth,  and  ask  men  of  truth  to  commit  themselves  to  their  word  as  th^ 
bond,  however  improperly  extracted.  The  business  profits  are  of  course  intended  for 
themselves,  for  if  they  are  to  be  in  for  their  share  of  loss,  Uiey  are  not  to  be  found,  or 
found  wanting.     But  their  word  ! 

What  of  that,  under  the  most  solemn  promises  ? 

They  care  nothing  for  their  word,  nothing  for  the  worlds  opinion,  which  at  least  they 
will  avoid  in  their  way.  This  is  a  part  of  creation,  that  modest  minds  must  not 
overlook. 

Manly  and  sincere  people  promise  to  comply.  Such  promise  little,  but  perform 
enough  to  the  extent  of  their  duty.  They  live  and  act  prudently,. as  they  desire  the 
wisest  position  of  life» 

A  true  knowledge  of  the  world  calls  for  a  guarantee  of  all  things  necessary,  and 
leaves  nothing  for  granted,  subject  to  future  doubt  or  cavil,  or  liable  to  suffer  from  the 
position  expedient  with  all  the  numerous  aspirants  of  the  community,  that  render  them- 
selves  unfit  to  be  trusted. 

"^rhis  large  portion,  if  they  can  compass  their  object,  in  vetting  all  the  advantages  of 
power,  money,  and  influence,  care  but  little  for  any  tribunal  of  public  opinion,  thai  is  too 
far  above  them. 

If  they  can  retain  such  possessions,  they  will  usurp  all  rights,  in  defiance  of  reason 
and  reputation,  that  should  control  the  world. 

Does  any  individual  suppose  that  mankind  is  known  in  theory,  without  financial  jnris- 
diction,  in  varied  money  transactions?  The  proper  knowledge  of  human  nature,  under 
the  present  organization  of  society,  renders  it  plain,  that  there  can  be  no  fulfilment  of 
contracts  generally,  where  no  responsibility  can  be  secured  by  law.  The  moral  sua- 
sion  is  deficient  in  too  many  cases,  and  proves  the  defect  of  untaught,  undisciplined 
mind.  For  such  people  it  is  important  to  keep  receipts,  to  avoid  re-payment.  People 
should  learn,  as  they  have  to  learn  the  world. 

Some  have  to  learn  it  too  dearly,  and  may  be  caught  for  their  property,  by  those 
schooled  in  vice  and  avarice,  sharks  and  sharpers  of  society — ^the  most  corrupt  of  all 
the  world. 

Some  individuals  will  have  to  adopt  a  new  code  of  discretion,  and  trust  no  more  than 
absolutely  obliged  ;  as  they,  in  many  instances,  may  have  been  the  sufferers  of  ungrate- 
ful men  taking  advantage  of  their  generosity. 

There  are  so  many  explosions  in  the  world,  of  all  circles  and  classes,  that  mankind 
should  be  taught  in  the  school  of  tlie  world's  experience. 

We  may  well  call  money  one  of  the  schools  of  the  world. 

All  then  should  graduate  in  the  wisdom  of  this  school  for  human  benefit  and  liberal 
views,  without  the  specific  pecuUar  losses. 

You  can  never  do  more  strict  justice,  than  when  you  institute  the  best  security  for 
principles,  and,  of  course,  cannot  be  too  much  of  the  adept  in  the  comprehensive  aeqoi- 
•itions. 

You  will  surely  find  that  it  will  not  do  to  trust  but  a  part  of  all  the  world,  and  that 
part  you  had  better  find  out  beforehand,  if  practicable. 

Judge  yourself,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  taste  and  judgment  about  advising  some  indi* 
vidnals  about  others,  as  the  most  may  be  similarly  situated. 
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As  to  the  standards  of  character  and  qnalification^  put  all  the  world  upon  the  broad 
platform  of  honesty.  Some  people  mistrust  themselves,  how  then  can  they  do  justice 
to  the  cause  of  others  ? 

Man  can  never  know  too  exactly  what  principles  prevail  for  beet  good,  throughout 
his  course  of  life. 

The  wisest  use  of  man's  knowledge  is  the  security  of  puq)ose,  by  definite  enas  of 
propriety  and  fitness. 

Some  wish  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  others,  considering  rightly  that  they  cannot 
commit  themselves  safely  to  their  company,  and  that  the  farther  off  the  better.  There 
are  picayune  great  men,  that  debase  human  nature,  not  only  with  their  liulcness  but 
baseness.  What  real  good  do  such  men  do  the  world  ?  A  suitable  knowledge  of  human 
nature  is  one  of  the  momentous  questions  of  the  world,  to  govern  which,  rightly,  you 
must  know  all  about  the  bearing  of  malign  influences. 

You  may  be  prevented  from  doing  good  and  kind  actions,  as  this  position  may  be 
taken  advantage  of,  by  false  constructions,  premises,  and  pretences,  antagonistic  to  all 
conservative  reformations  and  revolutions. 

Peculiar  education,  no  more  than  peculiar  faith,  ever  makes  man  a  rational  being. 
The  ancients  had  all  the  elements  ot  mind's  calibre  and  greatness  as  the  moderns,  but 
they  lacked  mind  cultivated  by  rational  education.  As  much  as  we  view  the  elevation 
of  mankind  for  integrity,  there  is  a  sad  falling  off  in  this  respect  in  even  those,  that, 
ought  to  lead  the  first  circles  or  morals  in  their  country.  Of  what  use  are  many  public 
boards  in  the  world,  but  to  deceive  it?  The  subject  of  inspection  is  bad,  as  managed. 
Some  inspectors  make  things  worse,  not  complying  with  the  proper  requisitions  of  prin- 
ciples. 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

Tbbt  are  expedient  and  essential  for  mutual  protection  to  ^1  nations,  under  the 
present  organization  of  society.  The  best  governments,  as  the  strongest,  are  those 
most  rational,  identified  with  the  afflictions  of  the  people. 

All  that  the  world  needs  is  an  adequate  police,  to  protect  against  piratical  tendencies. 
The  paramount  question  of  adequate  protection  must  be  maintained,  to  keep  the  worki 
right,  whose  wrongs  have  taught  mankind  such  awful  lessons. 

The  proper  spirit  of  patriotism  will  respond  to  this  sentiment.  So  far  from  relying 
on  military  despotism,  neither  the  character  of  our  institutions  nor  the  advanced  pro- 
gress of  the  age,  will  permit  the 'entertaining  any  such  pretence. 

The  highest  functions  of  enlightened  republics  would  unquestionably  respond  to  this 
sentiment,  and  oppose  all  innovations  thereto,  from  the  moral  force  of  enlightened  public 
'Opinion  of  the  age. 

The  intellectual  world  will  be  duly  interested  in  preservation  of  peace.  The  world 
cannot  now  have  any  pitiful  excuse  for  wars  on  the  basis  of  x'eligion,  and  never  would 
have  had  but  for  the  iniquity  of  hypocrites.  Religion  cannot  fight  or  contend  in  any 
species  of  antagonism  with  horself.  Her  division  into  parts  proves  non-existence.  If 
ever  there  be  any  dispute  about  her,  it  is  not  religion.  How  can  there  be  any  just 
war  therefore  ?  But  mind  has  been  subject  to  vassalage,  by  its  own  weakness.  It  has 
sacrificed  itself  time  after  time,  at  the  triumphal  car  of  war. 

All  wars  have  their  inherent  evils  most  justly  from  the  nature  of  things,  the  victor 
•offering  even  in  victory. 

Military  ambition  is  a  lurid  glare — a  meteor. 

When  the  world  has  all  the  means  of  promoung  peace  and  friendly  relations 
between  nations  and  individuals,  it  should  endeavor  to  do  so.  As  toleration  of  opinion 
must  lead  through  an  enlightened  public  opinion  to  freedom  universaly  as  the  proper 
government,  that  position  must  lead  to  universal  peace. 

AVe  are  all  frail  mortals,  and  should  review  nationally  as  individually  our  past  lives, 
to  amend  honorably  for  the  future. 

The  world  should  never  violate  the  finer  feelings  of  conscience,  that  will  be  always 
just  to  protect  it  better  than  a  bannered  army  with  its  hosts. 

Wars  are  objectionable  as  incompetent  to  decide  principles  of  justice  at  least  The 
«Tils  of  wars  are  at  the  doors  of  the  usurpers. 

All  partial  and  extensive  tyrannies,  all  conquests  of  war  for  mere  tyranny  will  fall, 
ms  such  conquerors  are  human  botchers.  The  nations  of  the.  world  must  adopt  all  the 
practicable  safety  to  country  hy  efficient  progress  in  mind,  military  engineering  soienM; 
iNity  above  all,  moral  and  religious  science  is  the  beat  protectress,  as  preventive  of  tbo 
neeenity  of  the  use  of  the  om»b 
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Then  the  world  must  advance  in  ratio  with  all,  by  the  aoblime  protection  of  : 
that  createth  understanding,  and  adorneth  wisdom,  virtue  and  happiness. 

The  world,  has  never  yet  reached  the  dignity  of  the  world,  since  it  has  presented  no 
age  that  of  refined  rational  civilization. 

Ifeve  truth,  honesty,  humanity,  and  a  sound  state  of  enlightened  public  opinion 
flourished  rightfully  ?  Have  not  the  wars  and  violence  of  the  world  prevented  the 
consummation  of  this  refined  character  from  being  universal,  individually  and  oa- 
lionally  ! 

Warfare  by  the  decree  of  Deity  is  accompanied  by  sconrges  and  encompassed  by 
penalties,  pestilence  and  famine.  Now  the  world  sees  that  wars  are  the  most  costly 
games  for  nations,  and  that  industrial  organizations  are  the  most  useful  to  exait  the 
world^s  happiness.  The  wholesale  butchery  of  the  people  by  wars,  can  be  effectaally 
stopped,  by  suppressing  all  the  State  reasons  for  murders  and  punishment  so  abnndaot 
among  the  world's  tyrants.  Mind  will  respect  mind  pre*eminent  with  statesmen's  phi- 
losophy, that  advances  hundreds  of  years  before  the  people's  age,  and  enkindles  their 
enthusiasm  at  the  time  universally  to  acknowledge  the  greatness  and  supremacy  of 
principles,  before  which  potentates  are  small  indeed.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  wars 
will  be  no  more,  and  thcf  people's  theme  will  require  peace  first 

A  peace  world  is  expected  now,  but  nfever  will  it  be  attained,  till  all  the  elements  of 
antagonism  to  principles  are  placed  in  abeyance  to  the  last.  All  the  present  peculiar 
faith  persuasions  must  be  put  down  and  forever  silenced,  that  the  only  true  faith,  pore 
religion  due  to  the  omnipotent  Lord  God,  may  reign  supreme. 

The  work)  is  filled  with  clans  and  sects,  some  of  which  will  perjure  themsetves,  ts 
rescue  members  from  death  deserved,  by  murder  and  other  crimes. 

The  secret  societies  are  charitable  to  their  individual  members,  who  raise  a  proper 
dividend  fund  therefor,  and  keep  their  members  remindful  of  their  peculiar  daty  and 
obligations. 

'Most  of  them  divide  and  separate  the  world  further  apart,  by  clannish  feelings. 

The  unconditional'  expulsion  of  all  partial  and  peculiar  tenets  can  be  only  attained  by 
general  and  universal  principles,  that  attest  their  permanent  endurance. 

Individual  pretensions  must  be  resigned  to  the  benefit  of  the  greatest  number,  that  is^ 
all  in  such  societies,  and  peculiar  faiths  must  be  merged  by  mankind  in  general.  The 
world  has  a  paramount  claim,  that  rebukes  all  secret  societies,  since  a  universaiJhnK 
therhood  is  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  all  its  proper  relations.  The  history  and 
analysis  of  the  world  teach  us  certainly  that  peculiar  faith  and  societies  are  ansuited  to 
its' universal  necessities.  It  well  becomes  the  world  to  inquire  what,  if  all  the  means 
and  pains  were  exercised  towards  the  securing  nniversal  brotherhood,  as  there  are  to 
all  peculiar  faiths  and  societies,  would  it  not  be  advanced  in  its  legitimate  and  dignified 
worthiest  basia  ?    Assuredly. 

The  army  and  navy  promote  the  good  of  society,  embracing  the  protection  of  the 
country  and  civilization;  but  when  all  such  are  arrayed  for  mere  eonquest  and  dominion, 
overwhelming  mind  and  civilization,  then  they  are  nuisances  among  nations,  and  nhouU 
be  accounted  as  amenable  to  the  just  censure  of  the  world. 

When  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  free  institutions,  that  must  necessarily  arise  in  all 
oountries  and  supersede  any  existing  government,  however  sanctified  by  time — ^yet  not 
sanctified  by  its  best  gifts  of  blessings  to  rational  mind-— then  the  question  of  high  trea- 
son arises,  though  ostensibly  bound  to  existing  orders,  as  the  paramount  rights  of  the 
citizens  place  them  in  that  category.  . 

A  superior  age  of  civilization  has  given  additional  security  to  the  people  in  their  n^^ 
tional  rights,  in  which  every  true  patriot  soldier  or  citizen  is  deeply  interested. 

Reason  and  justice  must  have  lost  their  sway  of  mind,  and  mind  its  light  faculties,  if 
war  be  necessary.  War  is  no  mote  necessary  than  the  belief  of  the  infernal  regions, 
to  keep  the  w<M:ld  in  a  right  state  of  morals.  The  defect  is  in  mind,  all  the  time,  about 
all  such  miserable  creeds.  The  world  needs  civilization,  not  war,  which  is  alien  to  its 
peace  and  happiness,  and  produces  baibarism. 

Civilization  is  sustained  on  universal  principles,  that  must  be  universally  cherished, 
to  reach  the  brotherhood.  The  more  peculiar  the  faith,  the  more  nations  will  be  dis- 
junct and  their  general  interests  alien. 

Any  nation  alone  could  not  abolish  war,,  but  it  can  place  itself  ahead  of  all  nations, 
and  an  example  for  their  imitation,  in  constitutional  government,  rational  religion,  and 
the  wisest  institutions  resulting  therefrom  to  mind.  What  can  peace  societies  avail,  if 
the  world  does  not  come  up  to  the  dignity  and  worth  of  civilization  ?  The  system  of 
national  defence  embraces  much  of  science  and  the  best  precaations.of  mind,  ever  ready 
to  assert  its  independence.  Many  of  the  practical  principles  of  lifo  that  are  identified 
with  so  man^  relations  of  the  universe,  are  also  identiied  with  thia  whole  subjeet. 
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Military  and  naval  soience,  legitimately  employed  for  national  defence,  yidds  to  none 
in  its  potent  virtues.  i 

Let  the  coancil  of  the  five  grand  divisions  arbitrate  it  on  principles,  and  settle  forever 
the  best  practical  code  under  the  consummation  of  the  world^s  rights.  The  proper 
development  of  mind's  and  the  world's  resources,  will  display  the  advantage  unmistak- 
able to  maintain  universal  peace.  The  world  governments  should  reduce  naval  and 
military  exponditures  to  appropriate  establishments.  Expend  all  extra  naval  and  mili- 
tary war  equipments  to  the  civilization  of  the  world,  and  to  all  the  paramount  de- 
mands. The  world  has  to  be  governed  rightly,  by  proper  conformity  to  the  just  laws 
of  nature. 

Strip  war  of  its  absolute  self-defence  necessity,  and  it  is  piracy  on  the  world,  and 
will  be  80  regarded.  Parties  and  their  partisans  mav  pretend  that  it  is  essential  to  keep 
down  the  human  population  excess,  or  the  race.  That  is  a  libel  on  Deity.  All  reflects 
on  mind's  perversions  and  incapacity  to  appreciate  that  all  of  God  is  right,  but  all  thai 
is  not  rational ;  no  matter  how  peculiar,  the  worse  the  misconception. 

THE  COLONIZATION  OF  AMERICO-AFRICANS. 

The  horrible  deeds  of  martial  prowess,  stained  in  blood  and  gore,  have  changed  into 
the  mildness  of  bondage,  and  that  bondage  is  raised  by  edoeation  of  the  savage  mind. 
Africa's  races  have  been  exalted  by  slavery,  and  the  mother  country  is  now  being 
redeemed  by  their  posterity  returning,  enlightend  by  the  brightest  emanations  of  Anglo* 
Saxon  intellect. 

The  immutable  la^  of  nature  shows  a  superiority  in  races.  The  inferior  races  must 
have  inferior  employments,  .whilst  they  remain  together.  With  the  Caucasian,  the  Afri- 
can race  will  be  the  peasantry. 

Colonization,  not  amalgamation,  will  be  expedient  in  Liberia ;  the  free  colony  of  Africa 
will  best  meet  this  noblest  solution.  Slavery  will  be  necessarily  limited  by  the  limit  of 
lands  and  its  profits,  then  it  will  die  out  certainly  and  necessarily. 

There  are  mighty  changes  going  on  in  the  world  by  emigration.  The  Americo-Afri- 
cans,  elevated  by  the  proper  light  of  rational  education,  and  transplanted  into  Africa, 
will  bring,  it  is  hoped,  an  amelioration  of  rights  and  liberty  to  that  grand  division  of  the 
world. 

Civilized  colonies,  of  her  own  blood  and  race,  have  been  returned  to  the  bosom  of 
Africa,  to  arrest  more  eiTectually  the  slave  trade,  and  are  now  redeeming  this  fierce 
country  from  the  deepest  vassalage  of  mind. 

While  these  people  have  no  citizenship  among  us,  let  them  look  to  their  father-land, 
where  now  is  reared  a  home  of  dignity  for  the  descendants  of  those,  Africa  herself 
enslaved,  returning  as  the  freemen  of  America,  that  has  done  a  better  part  by  them. 

Let  the  world  devote  the  fees  and  funds  of  missionaries  to  the  cause  of  free  black 
colonization  ;  the  main  object  of  all  such  institutions  being  the  promotion  of  the  world's 
benefits. 

We  must  expect  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  conservative  principles,  the  best  acts  of 
mind  being  an  especial  providence,  in  most  instances  of  life ;  as  there  the  aid  of  science 
enables  mind  to  extract  from  the  richest  treasury.  Many  difiioulties  are  eradicated  in 
time. 

Let  this  matter  be  taken  properly  in  hand,  and  let  all  surplus  benevolence  be  hereio 
concentrated.     The  benefit  will  be  broadcast  in  Africa. 

A  mighty  family  of  confederated  states  will  arise — a  free  and  enlightened  nation  that 
-will  irradiate  that  vast  part  of  the  world. 

Colonization  associations  may  advance  this  magnificent  enterprise.  An  annual 
appropriation  of  $30,000  has  been  made  by  the  Virginia  legislature,  paying  for  what- 
ever expense  may  be  incurred  by  the  African  Colonization  Society  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  free  persons  of  color  from  the  limits  of  that  State.  Let  us  well  analyze  the 
suitable  means  of  universal  benefits,  and  shame  the  feeble  and  imbecile  pretences  of 
bigoted  minds,  prompt  in  antagonism  with  mighty  facts  that  their  feeble  views  cannut 
•  comprehend. 

There  must  be  no  amalgamation  of  the  races,  who  cannot  have  equal  guarantees  of 
citizenship.  Let  the  free  blacks  go  to  Africa,  the  fairest  theatre  in  the  world  for  intek 
lectual  missionaries  of  refined  civilization.  They  will  be  worse  ofif  in  this  country,  the 
more  dense  the  population  of  the  whites  is.  They  cannot  get  citizenship  here,  but  can 
in  Africa  carry  civilization,  science  of  pare  government  and  mind,  and  eventually  do 
more  for  Africa  than  she  ever  did  for  herself. 

Their  nominal  liberty  is  not  freedom,  which  beapeaka  the  lofUeai  rights  of  the  deniaam 
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Go,  free  black  man,  to  Africa  \  there  is  your  noblest  theatre  for  all  that  a  free- 
nian^s  mind  can  hold  dear;  there  you  can  build  up  Che  noblest  of  all  freedom,  that  of 
Itaind. 

It  would  be  well  for  this  country  to  appropriate  a  sinking  fund,  that  is,  a  certain 
amount,  applied  for  extinction  of  any  certain  debt  annually  contracted  in  the  Colonixa- 
tion  Society.  The  abolitionists  cannot  advance  their  views  but  at  tiie  expense  of  dis- 
union, the  ruin  of  our  country.  What  folly  would  that  be.  All  such  will  be  best 
acconvplished  by  the  natural  result  of  things,  when  labor  gets  profitless.  The  world  \%  r.l 
tinally  come  to  the  right  point.  8ay  you  that  there  is  no  Almighty  Providence  in  ail 
tliis? 

The  free  blacks  are  placed  as  freemen  in  Africa,  to  irradiate  that  benighted  land. 
What  a  noble  destiny  is  theirs  ?  Instead  of  wasting  their  energies  here  in  this  oouocry, 
those  who  aspire  to  be  men  should  direct  their  noblest  efforts  to  that  inviting  theatre  ior 
mind. 

Our  country  and  its  glorious  union,  first  say  all  enlightened  patriots ;  then  the  world. 
What  a  gigantic  outburst  of  mind  inspiration,  through  God  the  Creator,  is  the  solutiia 
of  the  world  problem.  Africa  must  and  can  only  best  protect  herself,  as  all  other  coun- 
tries have  to  do  for  themselves.  There  is  no  effectual  restraint  on  the  African  shre 
trade  by  the  blockading  squadrons,  and  cannot  be  fairly,  till  she  act  herself  most  efiici- 
ently.  The  correction  applies  to  the  root  of  the  evil.  Reaction  of  mind,  as  well  as  of 
force,  must  reach  her  native  rulers.  The  last  cover  of  barbarism  is  about  to  be  lifted 
from  most  of  the  world,  especially  Africa,  with  her  intestine  wars.  What  the  relioed 
African  is,  he  is  indebted  to  America  for ;  and  hereafter  he  will  bear  back  to  his  father- 
land the  best  impression  of  America's  refined  civilization. 

Free  blacks,  who  have  not  the  protection  of  slaves,  nor  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
any. proper  extent  in' the  country  of  a  different  race,  and  cannot  have,  short  of  Africa, 
should  never  think  of  remaining  out  of  it  as  a  permanent  home. 

As  a  sincere  friend  to  the  free  black,  I  suggest  that  Africa  is  the  only  country  whers 
Chey  can  truly  secure  their  free  and  best  righto.  Free  negroes  sliould  go  to  Africa, 
where  they  can  secure  all  of  constitutional  government. 

Peculiar  notions  will  not  answer  to  extirpate  slavery.  The  world  is  not  to  be  tafcea 
by  storm,  when  rational  mind  is  to  promote  all  that  is  expedient,  for  the  world's  ha{^- 
ness  and  universal  good. 

The  gain  of  temporary  political  advantages,  pays  too  dearly  for  such  sacrifices.  Yon 
lose  your  country  and  all  ite  holiest  affections,  its  highest  beauties,  its  firmest  atrcDgth. 
You  may  gain  a  few  isolated  points,  bat  you  lose  a  world  of  freemen.  Better  sink  all 
your  foibles  and  your  crimes  in  the  ocean,  or  make  them  a  bonfire  to  your  country ''s  good. 
There  are  many  rectifications,  but  the  beautiful  result  of  time  may  be  expedient. 

God  made  his  creation  right ;  it  is  for  rational  mind  to  subserve  that  paramount  idea. 

The  world  is  not  to  be  forced,  reduced,  but  reasoned  with — treated  most  rationally  to 
be  treated  most  wisely.  In  this  way,  the  only  rational  conservative  revolutions  can  h& 
effected,  that  promote  the  world^s  highest,  most  refined  civilization,  whereas  the  revo- 
lutions of  blood  may  derange  all  that. 

Can  yon  have  this  reproach  that  you  did  that,  when  you  knew  better  ?  Are  voa 
agitators,  so  selfish  that  you  are  going  to  throw  away  your  mighty  institutions,  aod 
involve  all  the  iniquities  of  military  and  despotic  rule  ? 

The  African  still  has  his  skin,  his  peculiar  characteristics  that  distinguish  him  as  a 
dirersity  of  the  human  race,  the  highest  proof  of  God's  unlimited  creative  powers. 
There  is  no  mark  in  creation,  that  can  enable  rational  mind  to  decide  for  any  pecular 
prohibition  from  his  ultimate  continental  rights  in  Africa.  Let  justice  be  done  both 
sides  of  the  question,  to  have  the  world  problem  rightly  solved.  Raise  a  dollar  anna- 
ally  for  life-time,  and  let  all  be  faithfully  applied  to  the  execution  of  this  plan.  Nov 
abolitioniste,  leave  off  agitation,  and  to  the  practical  part. 

What  is  the  cost  to  the  different  governmente,  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  1  Can  that 
amount  be  appropriated  to  purposes  of  colonization  of  the  free  blacks  in  Africa  ?  The 
free  blacks  need  not  look  for  homesteads  in  America,  but  you  can  get  them  in  Africa, 
•  and  that  proves  conclusively  the  necessity  of  your  immediate  emigration  to  that  splendid 
theatre  for  your  best  exertions,  that  await  the  best  display  of  rational  mind. 

Free  blacks,  seek  tlie  worthiest  theatre,  the  civilization  and  rationalization  of  Africa, 
a  mighty  problem.  All  your  acto  in  this  country  are  puerilities,  and  your  advisers  axe 
bigoted  What  a  prospective  has  the  world  in  recovering  Africa  from  barbarian, 
through  its  western  coaste,  while  the  eastern,  vitiated  by  peculiar  institotions,  has  shut 
all  that  promised  mind's  elevation.  Negroes  are  assigned  inferior  places ;  why  do  they 
wish  to  remain  here  under  such  circumstances  ?  If  Uxey  be  civilizedi  they  should  giw 
Um  best  proof  of  i^  that  of  independence. 
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Have  no  consolidation  of  government,  but  let  it  be  one  general  government  of  aovfr- 
reign  states. 

Africo-Americansryou  hesitate  to  emigrate  to  the  continent  of  Africa.  Your  step 
will  expedite  liboration,  emancipation  and  colonization.  Interest  the  world  in  your 
illustrious  enterprise.  Let  ybur  thousands  ru&^h  to  her  shores,  and  cause  a  morale  horn 
Africa,  that  will  rouse  up  the  noble  spirit  of  liberation,  by  the  best  proof  that  African 
descendants  are  worthy  of  liberty.  The  world  has  to  be  managed — not  forced.  Be' 
done,  agitators,  and  do  a^cts  of  mind  worthy  the  American  Union.  Do  not  be  political 
hacks  for  partisans  to  ride.  Do  not  ruin  or  jeopardize  your  country's  union  for  all 
Africa,  the  world — all.  Yours,  Americo-Africans,  is  an  excellent  theatre  to  build  up  a 
continental  republic,  greater  than,  and  more  durable  than  that  of  the  Romans,  with 
Caesar  and  Pompey  at  their  head,  than  of  Alexander  or  Napoleon,  than  all  the  ^Egyptian 

?riestocracy,  pot  to  christianize,  which  is  absurd  ;  but  civilize  and  religionize  the  whole, 
lere  is  the  munificent  and  magniijcent  theatre  of  your  fame,  glory  and  happiness. 
Leave  where  you  arc,  uncasted  as  well  unrated,  and  hasten  to  your  appropriate  sphere 
and  rejoice  that  you  can  do  so. 

Come,  agitators,  political  hacks,  you  tie  two  knots  for  one — you  are  inadequate  like 
all  your  world-botolies,  in  solution  of  world  problems.  Act  the  right  way,  only  as  ration- 
alists. 

Save  this  union  from  agitation,  by  colonization  principles,  that  will  promote  the 
noblest  improvement  of  Africa  through  religion  and  all  tlie  attendant  blessings  of  the 
noblest  civilization. 

What  a  benefit,  if  the  world's  funds  could  go  to  the  African  Colonization  Society  and 
similar  associations.     Give  the  preference  to  Africa  over  Hungary. 

Free  blacks,  do  not  listen  to  your  false  advisers,  as  you  cannot  be  free  denizens  in 
this  country.  Before  you  should  be  the  cause  of  dividing  this  union,  the  Americana 
would  think  it  the  greatest  humanity,  to  see  you  sink  in  the  ocean.  Retire  to  yoor 
proper  scene ;  rush  with  the  greatest  joy  that  you  can  do  so. 

To  you  is  reserved  the  richest  of  all  missions,  that  of  aiding  in  fully  civilizing  Africa 
in  process  of  time — aiding  in  elevating  her  to  the  rank  of  the  fifth  grand  division,  the 
greatest  of  all  conquest,  the  fairest  field  for  glory. 

The  best  results  can  be  accomplished — by  the  best  system.  You  will  help  to  diffuse 
one  universal  language,  the  English,  and  the  highest  of  all  sciences  and  philosophies. 


UNIVERSAL  BROTHERHOOD :  NO  SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

If  any,  as  the  work  of  man,  nurture  cabal,  faction,  unprincipled  opposition,  antagonism 
to  general  good,  their  policy  is  too  short-sighted  to  be  respectable. 

Universal  benevolence  must  be  the  principle,  or  they  fall  short  of  the  best  after  all. 

Is  any  instituted  on  sectarianism  and  clannishness,  it  then  falls  short  of  universal 
benevolence,  as  all  sectarians  do.  When  any  institution  premises  merely  the  helping 
each  other,  that  is,  helping  themselves  alone,  that  is  mere  isolated  self-preservation.  AU 
bodies  with  the  present  light  before  their  eyes,  cannot  seek  peculiar  faith  in  any  organi- 
zation, as  that  is  antagonistic  to  the  world^s  general  benefit.  They  should  undoubtedly 
prefer  the  world,  to  any  peculiar  views  that  cannot  be  permanent. 

Universal  brotherhood  alone  can  only  suit  the  noblest  and  right  position  of  mind,  as 
it  suits  best  the  whole  human  family. .  Citizens*  rights  are  now  protected  in  America 
enough,  to  advance  social  rights  to  an  independent  universal  position,  without  fear  or 
reproach.  States  are  sovereign,  as  the  mind  of  the  people  is  prepared.  What  hero 
made  this  country  so  great  and  glorious  ?  The  free  institutions  of  her  citizens,  reflecting 
on  and  being  reflected,  from  the  intelligent  mind  of  freemen.  The  proper  institutions  of 
mind  will  be  promoted  by  the  glorious  creator,  the  magnificent  author  of  mind,  to  the 
noblest  pinnacle  of  happiness.  Those  that  were  conceived  in  error  or  weakness,  may 
fear  the  light  or  liberal  discussion  under  the  guarantee  of  liberty,  but  those  that  are  wise 
and  universally  good  need  not  fear  the  light  of  the  Creator. 

Join  the  universel  brotherhood  as  philosophers,  you  who  are  masons  and  odd-fellows. 
You  have  now  no  longer,  as  ancient  Druids  or  others  who  were  forced  by  the  despotism 
of  the  times,  to  become  secret,  to  withhold  your  union  to  the  best  effortB  of  mind. 

You  can  now  by  universal  union  more  efifectually  avert  the  awful  calamity  of  the 
world,  that  peculiar  education  may  induce.  You  can  give  up  all  that  you  devote  to  this 
c^ject  so  partially,  especially  your  money  aflfairs,  and  let  them  all  go  to  a  general  fund 
if  you  can  do  wi&out  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  family.  You  can  have  eflfectaally 
met  all  the  comprehensive  demands  of  the  world  by  universal  brotheriiood,  that  fVee- 
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masonry  and  odd-fellowship  cannot  toach.  In  this  you  are  placed  as  yoa  oecessarily 
are  in  ihe  world,  and  cannot  be  excluded  frona  those  rights  by  any  petty  intrigue. 

Do  all  secret  societies  nurture  clannish  notions?  Then  how  long  can  any  such  wir- 
rixts  and  enlarged  can  such  be  ?  Are  not  all  the  secret  societies  and  clubs  for  theco- 
selves  ?     That  is  selfish,  clannish,  sectarian. 

Sudice  it  for  us,  the  world  to  know,  that  it  is  a  case  demanding  relief,  benefit  and  aid; 
if  so,  our  brotherhood  in  that  respeft  is  universal. 

Let  that  circle  be  as  comprehensive  as  the  circumference  of  the  earth,  as  extensive 
as  need,  and  then  the  proper  reqniyitions  on  mind  are  fulfilled. 

Do  not  trammel  your  liberty  by  club-rules,  that  cut  up  society,  towns  and  cities,  the 
world,  into  all  the  causes  and  curses  of  sectional  divisions. 

Tlie  superior  interest  of  the  world  demands  that  no  secret  society  should  be  first,  then 
the  world  next  or  not  all,  to  foster  the  first  all,  but  let  the  balance  starve.  All  secUoDal 
peculiar  faiths  and  societies,  abstract  from  primary  universal  principles  that  must  have 
first  and  last  showing  all  the  time,  from  which  the  supreme  allegiance  cannot  be  ever 
dissolved. 

The  interest  of  secret  sectional  societies  is  obsolete,  if  you  follow  the  noble  legitimite 
principles  of  approved  and  refined  taste  of  nature. 

Is  it  not  prima  facia  evidence,  that  a  man  has  less  merit  than  peculiar  motives,  to 
seek  and  court  the  popularity  and  influenoe  of  secret  societies,  to  advance  his  personal 
pretensions  before  the  world  ?  Why  some  of  these  societies  1  Are  they  to  help  uphold 
the  bible  ?  The  priestocracy,  &c  ?  They  w^ill  not  then  uphold  themselves,  as  all  such 
have  the  elements  of  their  own  destruction.  Universal  brotherhood  upholds  religioa, 
all  that  is  expedient. 

The  little  peculiar  societies  of  the  dark  ages,  when  protection  was  wanted,  are  hardly 
necessary  now,  when  the  world  is  governed  better  fur  individual  protection,  and  lit)eial 
comprehension  of  principles. 

Which  of  the  secret  societies,  except  those  that  recognise  universal  principles,  can 
pretend  to  reach  the  points  that  one  universal  brotherhood  only  can  1  Is  the  world- 
society  cut  up  into  clans  by  any  society,  especial  or  vice  ?  Counteract  all  such.  Yoa 
can  never  identify  the  majority  with  any  one  sectional  secret  society,  as  all  rational 
minds  are  members  of  universal  brotherhood. 

We  desire  no  social  tyranny,  or  any  malign  influence.  Bands  of  secret  societies 
may  be  dangerous. 

All  sectarian  societies,  and  all  are  so  that  do  not  admit  universal  brotherhood,  should 
give  up. 

Most  all  secret  associations  are  sectarian,  as  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows,  and  therefore 
will  not  answer.  We  need  something  of  universal  brotherhood.  How  far  does  the 
electioneering  of  secret  societies  go  over  personal  merits  1  Does  it  not  prevail,  as  far 
as  practicable  ?  The  attempts  of  secret  societies  no  doubt  originated  for  certain  pur- 
poses. If  for  the  best,  they  must  be  comprehensive  enough  to  embrace  one  uoiven^ 
brotherhood.  Secret  societies  are  a  detraction  from  part  of  the  world.  If  some  be 
thus  helped,  they  are  so  at  the  expense  of  others ;  then  injury  results.  Secret  socie- 
ties should  do  good  to  all.  There  is  enough  for  them  to  do,  if  tliey  only  prevented 
strangers  from  being  J)adly  treated. 

Wiiy  are  there  secret  societies  now,  in  these  days  of  liberty,  when  one  faith  is  as 
free  as  another  in  respect  to  worship?  By  this  time  we  must  see  that  they  are  incom- 
petent on  their  present  basis  of  attaining  anything  like  an  important  point :  they  will 
consign  themselves  to  an  ignoble  position,  in  face  of  the  progress  of  universal  brother- 
hood. Behold,  what  power  is  in  that  position  !  All  others  are  futile,  incompetent,  and 
incompfchensive.  The  Masons  were  likely  the  ancient  Druids,  and  may  be  looked  on 
as  one  of  the  world's  moderate  aids  in  humanizing  the  human  family,  that  is,  through 
mind.  But  it  is  certainly  now  an  explosion,  as  too  partial.  It  is  not  suited  to  the  times. 
Before  the  world  can  accomplish  all  by  peace  conventions,  it  has  previously  to  est;tb- 
lisfi  universal  brotherhood. 

Secret  societies  have  some  redeeming  quality,  but  they  are  strictly  sectarian,  and  their 
qualities  are  essentially  predicated  on  that  objectionable  basis,  else  they  could  not  exist. 

Now  the  greatest  example  of  the  bi^st  standard  of  taste,  because  the  source  of  excel- 
lence in  character  and  action,  that  of  Deity,  is  a  universal  benevolence  that  arises  on 
pure  religion  that  is  separate  from  sects,  too  plain  for  any  rational  being  to  mistikc,  as 
its  universal  blearing  is  opposed  to  such  a  position.  Sects  are  Uie  antagonism  of 
rational  religion,  that  lies  not  in  fragments,  but  a  universal  faculty. 

All  creeds,  notions,  and  fruits  of  man's  systems,  run  into  peculiarity  and  partiality ; 
''those  of  God,  as  displayed  in  rational  religion,  are  pre-eminently  distiuguished  by  *i^ 
vupreme  characteristics  of  universal  love  and  good. 
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Such  tranBgresses  no  laws  of  nature,  overwhelma  no  dignity  of  justice.  Endowed 
trith  the  true  elements  of  self-exalting  greatness,  the  whole  comprehends  the  world's 
Iheatre  as  her  legitinnte  sphere  of  beet  usefulness. 

All  secret  societies  are  wanting  in  aH  the  characteristics  that  will  carry  us  through, 
and  they  are  essentially  deficient  in  capacity  to  advance  to  the  lofty  heights  of  rational 
religion,  that  has  the  oniversal  brotherhood  united  by  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  all  coOf 
aervatlve  principles. 

It  is  she  that  prompts  the  outlay  for  nations^  bounties,  a  world-wide  benevolence,  in 
painful  times  of  famine  arid  disease,  and  causes  nations  of  the  earth  to  speak  in  acts  of 
universal  beneficence. 

She  is  ever  responsible  to  the  deepest  sympathies  of  mind. 

Are  not  God's  principles  adequate  for  the  universe  ?  If  they  were  not,  the  aniverM 
itself  would  not  exist.     Its  existence  proves  God's  government. 

What  general  good  do  secret  societies  ? 

Do  secret  societies  create  any  vices  instead  of  virtues—do  no  good,  but  harm  roore-^ 
produce  clanships  and  one-sided  views  in  society  ?  Then  such  produce  disorganizatioo 
instead  of  moral  dignity. 

Can  anything  be  now  attained  in  the  present  civilized  state  of  the  world  by  secret 
societies  ? 

Is  any  partial  benefit  to  be. compared  to  a  comprehensive  world-wide  and  expansive 
liberality  ? 

Is  justice  defeated,  the  felon  rescued,  or  favorites  benefited ;  but  the  opposite  party, 
if  not  in  power,  though  clothed  with  triumphant  justice  in  momentous  scenes,  to  be  put 
down  by  combination  and  collusion  T  Is  this  the  way  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number  in  society,  the  whole,  is  promoted  ?  What  value  do  all  such  impart  to  the 
strength  and  intrinsic  worth  of  unive»al  society  not  previously  there  ?  But  if  it  detract 
from  it  in  any  wise,  then  pause  at  least 

If  a  member  and  the  world  differ,  the  secret  society  is  bound,  if  practicable,  to  side 
with  the  member.  Are  not  the  secret  societies  restricted  to  the  interest  of  their  pecu- 
liar order,  to  help'and  aid  the  families  of  their  members  ?  Are  there  not  more  than  a 
dpzen  now  1  Is  society  thus  properly  cut  up  ?  There  is  sectarianism  enough  in  the 
world.  Universal  brotherhood  embraces  all  that  can  be  included  rightfully,  and  will 
heal  difllculties  impracticable  to  secret  societies.  Secret  associations  disturb  the 
mutual  general  relations  of  society,  like  sectarians  of  peculiar  faith,  that  go  for  them- 
selves. 

In  all  such  societies  the  members  can  only  promise  themselves  partial  views  and 
actions,  mostly  beneficial  in  their  circle,  whereas  they  can  be  universally  so  in  the  great 
order  that  embraces  all  comprehension  of  the  subject.  All  such  fall  short  of  the  great 
principles  of  the  only  true  society,  universal  brotherhood  of  world-civilization.  Then 
there  will  be  no  cavil,  that  men  unite  to  conspire  against  any  part  of  the  whole. 

Universal  brotherhood  will  do  more  eood  than  all  secret  societies  together,  as  the  last 
can  never  reach  the  true  position,  being  o(  man ;  the  other,  of  God,  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  exclude  all  peculiar  usurpations,  monopolies,  and  pretensions  of  peculiar 
faith,  that  presents  pecuUar  despotism. 

Are  net  benevolence,  mind,  &c.,  world-wide  benefits? 

Secret  society  people,  do  you  divide  and  subdivide  the  world  bv  secret  associations,' 
when  you  could  better  facilitate  your  universal  purpose  on  the  noblest  principles,  and  by 
union  of  all ?  Are  there  not  sectarianisms  enough  in  peculiar  faiths  Do  you  wish  to 
cut  up  the  whole  into  the  smallest  circles  1 

The  junction  of  the  whole  grand  divisions  of  all  countries  will  be  essentially  neces* 
sary  in  self-defence,  and  of  course  no  partial  secret  societies  can  heprin  to  meet  the 
adequate  demands  of  nature.  How  partial  are  all  secret  sectarian  societies.  All  socie- 
ties, as  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  should  take  in  the  whole  compass  on  universal  princi- 
plcvs,  not  sectarianism. 

You  cannot  reach  the  object  short  of  universal  principles,  which  you  have  not  by  all 
yonr  present  defective  organizations.  You  have  not  religious  associations,  as  you  eon* 
fide  in  sectarian  bibles. 

All  expedients  of  secret  societies  are  not  only  superfluous  in  the  existence  of  the  ons 
universal  brotherhood,  but  derogatory  to  the  whole  fabric,  asking  for  the  substitutes  and 
their  idle  pretences,  instead  of  God's  conservative  principles. 

All  secret  societies  have  sectarianistn,  that  divides  and  subdivides  the  world  into  dis- 
orderly and  alien  petty  partisans,  necessarily.  Why  all  this?  God  needs  no  such 
thing.  Of  course,  then,  man^s  general  benefit  is  not  concerned  when  invaded  by  pecu- 
liar devices.  We  do  not  want  the  free  or  secret  Mason's  square,  when  the  world  has 
God's  principles.     Let  the  last  be  religiously  dififused  by  r&tional  mind,  and  the  richest 
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frnits  will  be  produced.  The  saperflaities  of  the  world  woald  eapport  all  its  panpen* 
What  good  do  these  petty  societies  in  the  worid?  Are  they  not  cliques  and  elans  T 
Affecting  universal  good,  they  are  sectarian,  and  the  results  prove  it.  If  yoa  seek  a 
Qniversal  brotherhoml,  you  cannot  find  it  under  Masonry,  Odd  Fellowship,  ^  any  pecu- 
liar faith  doctrines ;  only  on  universal  conservative  principles,  established  by  God  him- 
self, who  foresaw  all  the  devices  of  selfish  man.  Only  to  think  of  the  petty,  inefficient 
secret  societies,  when  there  is  one  formed  by  God,  and  bound  by  rational  religion. 
"Wliat  a  contrast ! 

This  age  must  bespeak  a  different  order  of  things.  Let  the  universal  brotherfacxMi 
hold  all  the  petty  secret  societies  in  abeyance,  now  and  forever — ^looking  through  uni- 
versal  principles,  to  a  universal  standard,  Almighty  God.  Rally  under  the  sublimest 
of  all  banners,  rational  religion,  and  establish,  as  world  patriots,  American  liberalitj, 
commensurate  with  the  wants  of  mind. 

Religion  embraces  all  the  comprehensive  principles  of  universal  brotherhood. 

All  &at  God  has  instituted  should  be  most  wisely  nurtured. 

Why  then  should  the  whole  worid  waste  its  most  valuable  time  and  talents  in  any 
inefiScient  undertakings  ?  Prove,  secret  orders,  that  you  are  most  competent  for  luuTer- 
•al  good,  otherwise  unite  in  one  great  brotherhood. 

Alonotheism  demands  all,  to  secure  the  correct  position  of  the  whole,  the  worid. 

How,  in  the  name  of  universal  brotherhood,  can  mankind  be  pronerly  benefited  by 
sectarian  strife  ?  What  an  amount  has  been  engendered  already.  Why,  secret  socie- 
ties, do  you  wish  to  sectarianize  the  world  for?  It  is  bad  enough  already,  by  peculiar 
fiuth. 


THE  TEMPLE  OF  HONOR— TEMPERANCE. 

As  rational  religion  is  the  representative  of  true  religion,  then  this  order  of  such 
extensive  brotherhood  comes  in  for  her  estimable  qualities,  as  one  of  the  handmaids, 
and  one  of  many  written  in  the  true  deeds  of  life,  that  leads  to  the  highest  duty  of  man. 
This  is  one  of  the  youngest,  but  not  the  least,  ki  this  mighty  family. 

Mind  is  only  prepared  to  do  right,  as  it  is  properly  instructed. 

We  most  imperfectly  understand  most  of  the  science  of  life.  We  riiould  nerer 
waver  from  the  true  path  of  reason,  built  on  facts,  for  fanciful  theories. 

The  self-balanced  mind  must  appropriate  the  proper  benefits  of  life,  and  reject  what 
elicits  the  evils. 

Among  the  last  is  intemperance.  All  good  society  implores  the  corrective,  and  none 
has  been  better  sustained  than  this  last  effort. 

Spare  not  your  exertions,  ye  that  labor  for  man's  good  in  the  thousand  ways  that 
Deity  underwrites. 

Let  us  recollect  how  many  drunkards  have  been  changed  into  good  citizens,  and  then 
we  can  tell  what  mind's  best  exertions,  in  mass,  can  do  for  mind's  imfividnal  good. 

But  few  of  the  million  are-  up  with  the  immediate  benefits  of  duty,  and  moat  are 
behind  the  proper  dictates  of  revolution,  however  urged  by  discovery ;  ail  good  men 
need  Jess  thought  than  action,  in  this  mighty  evil  of  society. 

Keep  away  organic  evils,  as  distilleries,  drinkeries,  treatmgs,  evfl  examples — secret 
actions. 

Some  citizens  exclude  all  liquor  generally  from  the  corporation,  which  is  endowed 
with  that  original  power,  and  all  fee-simple  titles  are  made  with  the  provision  of  rerer* 
sion,  if  the  bond  be  forfeited. 

The  conservative  order  of  the  temple  of  honor  imparts  Oaiversal  beaefii,  and  is  part 
and  parcel  of  a  universal  brotherhood.  It  must  begin  with  domestic  education,  the  besu 
and  change  of  habits  at  the  hospitable  board.  Many  principles  are  thus  evolved,  to  the 
amendment  of  the  world. 

This  proves  the  reflective  light  of  an  incipient  civilized  and  refined  age,  the  true  dig- 
nity of  mind. 

The  benefit  of  science  is  to  supply  all  necessary  defects,  by  the  aid  of  mind  ani 
genius. 

All  conservative  orders  must  seek  the  best  operations  of  wise  laws,  iastitnted  apoo 
the  laws  of  man's  nature.  Nothing  can  escape  the  right  capacity  of  mind.  One  of 
the  fountain  sdurces  of  correction  is  that  of  the  license  laws,  to  arrest  the  very  origin 
of  such  things. 

The  physical  and  mental  functions  suffer  awfully  from  organic  affections  of  the  head, 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  but  much  worse  of  the  nervous  system  shattered,  and  the  cir- 
eiilation  obstructed. 
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Of  all  the  conserrative  orders  of  temperance,  give  us  especially  the  mothers,  who 
form  the  best  views  of  human  character,  in  all  its  legitimate  comprehension,  when  the 
disposition  of  mind  is  enthusiastic,  and  ere  the  habits  are  fixed  by  perversion. 

Temperance  order  is  one  of  the  great  lights  of  civilization^  and  should  embrace  and 
command  the  highest  aid  of  mothers,  and  females  in  general,  who  aze  deeply  interested, 
and  can  do  much  good. 

The  manufacturers  and  venders  of  alcohol  are  those  that  injure  most. 

In  the  present  order  of  the  sons  of  temperance,  we  see  the  effect  of  mind,  patrioti8m» 
and  humanity — monotlteism  doing  the  deed,  it  is  her  capital  that  will  reform  the 
whole  world. 

Poisons  will  be  vended,  unless  wise  legislation  seeks  to  prevent  it  effectually. 

The  temperance  order  has  commenced  a  splendid  era,  and  has  the  elements  of  a 
mighty  good,  especially  of  prudence,  that  constitutes  the  best'  individual  society. 

Ail  such  must  be  adequately  comprehensive,  else  all  partial  plans  will  fail.  The 
most  comprehensive  will  be  the  greatest  as  must  effectual  kind  of  enterprise.  The 
effort,  as  all  the  proper  effbrts  of  principles,  must  be  followed  up,  to  be  eminently  suc- 
cessful. A  man  that  forfeits  his  word,  honorably  pledged  for  the  proper  security  and 
insurance,  is  no  longer  trustworthy. 

Temperance  institution  is  to  secure  one  general  conservation,  and  must  rest  on  eter- 
nal principles,  to  go  successfully  to  the  desired  result.  Now,  had  social  principles 
been  rightly  instituted  at  first,  by  proper  rational  education,  tlien  this  very  institutioa 
would  have  been  nauch  superseded  by  domestic  rule,  that  discards  all  trifling  with  prin- 
ciples and  mind. 

This,  and  various  other  institutions  of  general  science,  are  advanced  for  man's  benefit; 
for  how  many  parents  are  entirely  competent  to  govern  their  families  ? 

Arrest  the  evil  ere  it  kills  the  body  and  injures  the  soul,  and  sees  the  noblest  of ' 
human  nature  brutalized  into  a  stupid  ferocious  beast,  the  pest  and  curse  of  society.  If ' 
man  cannot  resolve  of  himself  on  his  proper  duty  to  self  and  family,  society  and  coun- 
try, there  is  the  temple  of  honor,  that  reflects  the  brilliancy  of  virtue  and  the  worth  of 
mind.  The  whole  principle  of  temperance  is  one  of  many,  embraced  in  the  system  of 
rational  reli^on,  as  universal  brotherhood.  The  system  of  temperance  is  founded  on 
universal  rational  principles. 

What  is  drunkenness  1  Is  it  that  which  destroys  mind  and  its  reason,  by  poison.  It 
is,  then,  that  most  of  temperance  principles  ard  a  part  of  religion. 

One  of  the  greatest  revolutions  in  this  respect,  can  be  best  accomplished  by  intelligent 
mothers  and  temperate  fathers.  Intemperance  is  one  of  the  great  causes  of  crime,  and 
much  of  disease,  premature  injury,  by  alcoholic  poison  on  the  nervous  system. 

As  bad  as  drunkenness  is,  how  wretched  are  the  concomitant  vices !  A  drunken  man 
ia  not  to  be  depended  on.     What  a  bore  and  pest  he  is  ! 

Drunkenness  not  only  renders  a  man  barbarian,  but  brutalizes  him. 

A  man's  associations  decide  his  fortune  very  often. 

When  intoxication  is  attended  with  the  worst  of  evils  and  crimes,  what  penalty  is  not 
doe  for  the  perpetration  ? 

What  little  apology  has  any  member  of  society,  especially  parents,  if  addicted  to 
drunkenness. 

How  could  the  offspring  be  saved  from  perdition  ? 

See  that  father  with  his  delirinm,  seeking  to  commit  suicide.  ,  Do  you  appreciate 
what  are  the  horrors  of  delirium  tremens,  the  drunkard's  madness,  mania-a-potu  ?  You 
cannot  appreciate  by  description,  their  dangers  and  terrors.  Even  the  ordinary  regular 
constant  habit  of  drink,  destroys  some  in  a  very  few  years. 

How  many  become  paralyzed  in  part,  at  least,  by  this  odious  and  injurious  result  ? 
How  frail  and  demented  others  1 

Shall  reason  be  humbled  at  the  feet  of  drunkenness? 

Any  crime  of  murder  may  be  the  drunkard's.  While  various  passions  respect  the 
degrees  of  murder,  this  profanes  all — none  is  sacred  to  its  fell  abasement.  Parricide, 
the  slaughter  of  -children,  are  perpetrated  at  its  degraded  altar. 

All  the  sacreduess  of  society  is  sacrificed  at  its  bidding,  its  victims  are  pauperized^ 
houseless  and  mindless,  involved  in  crime. 

The  sellers  of  liquors  run  the  greatest  risk  of  being  the  best  customers,  as  well  as 
part  of  their  families,  relations,  and  friends  ;  and  what  a  retributive  justice,  then  ! 

Drunkenness  is  the  vice  of  all  vices,  the  crime  of  crimes.  Thy  most  hostile  oppo- 
nent could  wish  thee  no  greater  curse,  than  a  drunkard^s  life  and  a  drunkard's  end.  Go 
forth  into  the  world  armed  with  this  perversion  of  thy  mind,  and  the  torch  of  crime 
will  follow  you,  and  proclaim  your  position  that  leads  to  a  maniac's  dungeon,  or  suicide, 
or  even  worse,  even  a  double  murder.     Beware  of  the  degrees  in  means  of  crime. 
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Go  whither  ifaou  wilt,  and  thy  foot-prints  will  he  marked  by  blood,  and  reeking^  gory 
degradation,  will  be  there.  Thou  assertest  thy  independent  aspirations,  but  it  may  be 
fiitally  too  late,  for  thy  powers  may  be  paralyzed. 

The  first  drop  will  be  too  much  for  the  fatal  contact,  as  contagion  breathes  in  its  cup, 
■nd  infectious  pestilence  attends  its  outpourings. 

Be  wise  at  once,  and  stand  firm  in  the  richness  of  thy  richest  of  all  earthly  gifts,  an 
unsullied  mind. 

Beware,  you  that  sell  spirits,  the  evil  is  domesticated,  and  you  or  your  femily  may 
experience  the  bitter  draught.  The  habit  of  drinking  will  grow.  Do  not  sell  the 
poison,  as  there  is  retributive  justice  in  every  drop.  Before  you  know  the  end  yourself, 
prudent  and  temperate  as  you  now  are,  you  may  become  the  drunkard,  and  your  child- 
ren may  stealthily  share  in  your  custom.  When  you  awake  to  the  reality,  yo«  will  be 
involved  in  moral  ruin,  from  which  there  may  be  no  escape. 

CORRECT  Legislation. 

Correct  legislation  of  good  and  accessary  laws  with  their  appropriate  execution,  is 
eminently  a  tast  element  in  mind^s  mighty  duty  to  the  world. 

The  elevation  of  every  circle  benefits  the  whole.  Men  in  every  age  and  nation  have 
been  actors  for  that  one  miglity  result. 

Mankind  have  an  important  mission.  Humility  and  modesty  must  at  once  convince 
them  that  they  are  only  acting  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Deity,  for  if  any  assume 
more  at  any  age  of  the  world,  they  become  monomaniacs  or  impostors. 

They  are  self- impeached  at  any  time  by  strict  language,  even  with  libera]  CKmstnaD- 
tton.     As  the  principals  are  ruled  out,  so  must  be  tlieir  advocates. 

All  rational  religionists  are  necessarily  the  boldest  advocates  for  wise  and  efficient 
laws  having  their  sway,  else  the  wild  terrors  of  anarchy  may  arouse  the  great  depth  of 
iniquity,  or  the  horrid  cruelties  of  vindictive  aggression  of  those  who  take  law  into 
their  own  hands. 

Better  have  no  legislation  than  an  unwise  an4  tyrannical  one.  Wisely  have  Uie 
freemen  of  1776  acted  fur  themselves,  country,  and  future  generations  of  the  world. 

Organic  principfes  were  then  for  the  first  time  rightly  established,  and  enlightened 
mind  must  govern  the  balance.  The  founders  of  modern  constitutions  have  a  magnifi- 
cent triumph  over  past  ages,  and  prove  conclusively  the  advance  of  mind,  and  the 
dignity  of  man  to  rationality. 

Wise  legislation  has  to  premise  the  proper  rational  education  of  all  rational  minds,  in 
requiring  all  children  capable  of  instruction  to  be  sent  at  and  for  a  proper  age  to  suitable 
schools,  and  no  excuse  allowed  for  their  absence,  except  in  busy  agricultural  seasons 
of  the  year. 

The  morals  of  the  people  are  the  property  of  the  State,  to  maintain  which  she  has 
to  nurture  popular  intelligence  to  tlie  very  best  of  her  rational  ability. 

The  district  or  county  should  be  regularly  taxed,  and  the  court  required  to  appropriate 
the  necessary  funds  to  pay  for  the  tuition  of  all  unable  to  pay. 

Competent  public  teachers  should  .be  invariably  provided,  and  no  funds  appropriated 
for  public  schools  should  be  withdrawn  by  the  citizens  in  pro  rata  proportions,  and 
thereby  break  up  such  schools  and  inevital>]y  defeat  the  object  of  afibrding  public  in* 
Btruction  to  those  who  otherwise  could  not  possibly  get  it.  If  any  such  arrangements 
have  been  made,  they  should  be  cancelled  forthwith,  and  the  whole  public  allow^ed  a 
fair  and  proper  opportunity  of  general  education.  No  portion  of  the  community  nor 
section  of  the  country  should  be  independent  of  responsibility  of  such  jewel  trusts. 

No  rational  youth  should  be  permitted  to  reach  the  fifteenth  year  without  an  ability 
of  reading  andf  writing,  if  mental  and  physical  endowments  entitle  to  this  privilege. 
All  children  of  proper  ages,  unable  to  live  otherwise,  should  be  apprenticed  as  beat  ioi 
their  capacity  and  wishes,  faithfully  taught  some  business  for  a  future  living,  prepared 
for  the  world,  and  all  this  the  court  should  take  regular  cognizance  of  at  proper  iiine:s 
during  each  year  by  regular  official  superintendents,  to  prevent  poor  children  from  an 
abuse  of  brief  authority,  as  servants,  cooks  and  waiters,  or  general  menials,  instead  of 
apprentices. 

What  chance  have  the  destitute  minors,  especially  in  some  countries,  otherwise,  with 
an  unprincipled  circle  ?  , 

Laws  should  invest  a  proper  part  of  the  estate,  as  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  wiie 
and  children. 

The  protection  of  widows  and  orphans  should  be  insured,  that  tliey  be  not  despoiled 
ftf  *h^[j[  ejects  by  worthless  administrators,  who  may  keep  the  money  for  their  ase  and 
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8pe(xu1ation  at  the  most  important  time  of  need  of  ^ody  and  mind,  or  that  they  shonM 
be  subject  to  the  tender  mercies  of  countless  costs,  the  imbecile  protection  or  magia- 
trates  and  the  irresponsible  official  cliques. 

It  is  tyranny  and  dishonesty  to  restrict  the  use  of.  money  in  contracts,  made  by 
persons  of  sound  and  mature  mind,  voluntarily  and  in  good  faith. 

Usury  means  oppression.  Now  surely  it  is  not  oppression  to  sell  money  for  iti 
commercial  value,  since  money  is  commercial  property. 

The  world  will  get  at  the  justice  of  such  obligations,  when  all  the  exploded  systems 
of  absolutism  are  discarded.  If  arbitrariness  presume  to  borrow  upon  its  own  dicta« 
tion,  to  pander  to  lust  and  power,  then  freemen  must  discard  all  this  abuse  too. 

The  dividends  of  earned  premiums  of  mutual  insurance  companies  have  declared  the 
Tahie  of  such  capital  uncontrollable  by  law  of  legislation.  The  wise  effects  of  honorable 
competition  decide  the  value  of  money,  better  than  all  legislation.  Legislation,  that  is 
"wise,  is  to  universally  protect  the  helpless  and  minors,  provide  for  all  contmcts  not  speci* 
fyinjj  particulars,  whatever  is  due  the  industry  of  the  people  and  enterprise  of  mind. 

There  should  bo  no  precarious  legislation  in  time,  6t  mode — general  acts  or  statutes 
should  obviate  all  such  contincrencies. 

Principle  is  the  power  that  keeps  the  social  circles  in  their  right  orbits,  that  looks 
higher  tlian  laws,  far  above  them  in  the  wise  coj^^nizancc  of  efficient  legislation.  The 
laws  should  be  reduced  to  general  comprehensive  principles  in  a  code  so  simple,  that 
the  intellectual  part  of  the  people  who  aro  considered  responsible  about  all  law  by  a 
legal  fiction,  can  readily  appreciate  them,  their  rights  defined  and  their  best  doty  easily 
obtained. 

The  people  should  have  the  legitimate  result  of  the  great  first  principles  of  their 
rights.     Some  people  plead  for  legislation — for  socialism. 

Is  this  right  and  just  to  the  whole,  who  already  prove  their  proportionate  aid  in  tb^ 
cause  of  suffering  humanity  ?  Legislation  has  not  to  embrace  Utopian  schemes,  till 
thoy  prove  themselves  consistent  with  the  refined  condition  of  man^s  independence,  uni- 
▼crsal  principles. 

Heniodel  legislation,  not  at  the  hazard  of  speculations  of  visionary  intentions,  nor  re-* 
volutionize  the  fabric  of  man's  happiness,  superseding  mind  and  genius  in  their  appro  - 
priate  theatres.  Wise  legislation  should  never  permit  either  to  be  trammelled,  much  less 
usurped.  Effective  and  uniform  laws  are  needed  by  the  whole  world,  to  protect  all  man- 
kind. Thehighest  obligation  rests  by  supreme  and  paramount  laws,  through  their  penalties 
on  mind  or  conscience  and  body.  What  observer  can  miss  seeing  the  legitimate  con- 
smjuences  under  the  penalties  of  violated  law  ?  Though  man  may  be  above  the  laws 
of  the  land  by  temporary  power,  craft,  subterfuge,  still  he  rarely  escapes  tiic  penalties 
of  violated  nature.     Providence  may  have  some  use  for  the  apparent  exception. 

Law  reform  is  absolutely  nc(>ded  in  the  whole  circle.  There  is  absolute  necessity 
for  law  reform,  and  it  should  be  secured  in  our  country  speedily  and  effectually.  Then 
a  straightforward  way,  principle,  and  moral  justice  would  prevail  for  the  social,  civil 
and  individual  rights  and  benefits  of  man,  and  citizens  would  not  be  liable  to  be  misled 
by  so  many  lawyers  into  greater  difficulties  than  they  remedy. 

The  general  principles  of  civil  and  common  law  should  be  codified  by  master  minds, 
to  reconcile  the  Roman  and  Anglo-Xorman  laws  ;  or  rather,  enlightened  freemen  of  the 
world  ought  to  seek  the  full  establishment  of  the  great  principles  of  law  consibtent  with 
the  best  code  of  refined  civilization. 

Would  the  profits  of  the  legal  practice  fly  away  too  much  ?  What  does  that  weigh 
with  the  value  of  universal  good,  consequent  on  the  improvement,  intellectual,  morale 
and  religious,  of  the  people  ? 

When  all  laws  are  consistent  with  the  constitution,  no  constructive  vie\xs  but  what 
arc  straightforward  can  be  conscientiously  maintained. 

It  will  be  most  dishonorable  to  enact  any  but  which  are  strictly  constitutional  laws. 

Laws  are  too  often  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  debtors,  the  largest  class  in  some 
circles. 

All  are  presumed  to  know  the  laws !  Why  not  then,  in  justice  to  this  fiction,  have  a 
simple  code  prepared  for  all  citizens?  Why  is  this  injury  perpetrated,  to  the  reflection 
on  the  morals  and  mind  of  honest  citizens  I  Why  do  not  citizens  see  and  demand  this 
right  1 

Citizens  lose  by  not  knowing  all  the  points  that  even  lawyers  mislead  on.  Very 
recently  one  of  many  such  events  has  come  directly  to  my  notice,  that  a  hard-working 
Irian  has  lost  hundreds  of  dollars,  of  great  consequence  to  himself  and  family,  by  not 
being  informed  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  that  prevented  liis  rightful  recovery. 

Plain  citizens  go  through  life  without  very  hnmble  testimonials  being  yielded  them  in 
in  any  common  coarse  of  rational  education,  except  tfac  very  unpleasant  one  of  law  and 
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its  experience,  or  of  consequent  loss.  It  is  a  shame  that  common  justice  cannot  be  do&e 
the  world  in  all  essential  particulars  of  their  best  rights.        * 

There  remains  but  little  more  now  to  do,  than  for  some  intelligent  scholar  or  lawyer 
meeting  this  question  in  a  liberal  manner.  But  what  prevents  the  state  authorities  from 
having  the  general  principles  of  the  law  presented  in  a  small  volume,  for  the  good  of  its 
citizens?  Surely  their  improvement,  intellectual  and  moral,  on  such  positiuo,  will 
amply  repay  the  elevated  design. 

The  xtime  has  arrived  that  mind  of  freemen  can  never  be  satisfied  with  any  but  the 
'  correct  position,  in  all  the  fields  of  professional  science  and  wise  knowledge,  however  it 
curtails  the  profit  of  a  scowling  monopoly. 

See  how  the  ends  of  justice  are  defeated,  and  a  consequent  demoralization  results  in 
regard  to  the  law^s  delay. 

It  is  horrible  injustice,  that  a  free  people  will  not  reach  the  necessary  demands  that 
their  glorious  governmental  benefits  entitle  them  to. 

With  the  errors  of  a  passing  age,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  withering  apathy  and  iodif- 
ference  to  our  best  interests  will  also  depart,  and  give  means  to  record  the  progress  of 
the  approaching  light  that  gives  triumph  to  its  lustre.  The  people  owe  it  to  themselTca 
and  their  superior  governmental  institutions,  to  have  all  suitable  laws,  plain  and  practi- 
cal, on  general  principles,  and  then  all  public  benefit  will  be  promoted  well  and  truly. 

The  world  must  seek  to  put  all  laws  on  principles  that  vindicate  themaelves,  and  do 
not  need  men  to  explode  diseased  gas.  The  object  of  all  law  should  be  to  insure  cer- 
tain responsibility. 

When  benefits  have  been  conferred  upon  any  property  of  the  rich,  though  held  by  the 
poor,  the  due  liberality  of  justice  should  be  awarded. 

Law  revolution  demands  a  proper  reform  that  reduces  the  practice  to  plain,  honest 
principles. 

Thus  the  costs  of  the  suit  are  diminished,  justice  is  expedited,  and  morals  promoted. 
Simplify  law  codes,  and  improve  on  the  basis  of  a  good  government.  Reform  in  law  is 
called  for  most  imperatively  by  the  state  of  free  institutions,  that  require  a  coounensurate 
advancement  in  all  the  blessings  that  mind  can  procure. 

All  laws  ought  to  be  predicated  on  appropriate  principles,  and  all  reduced  to  a  practi- 
cable circle,  whether  the  interest  of  judges  and  lawyers  is  decisively  affected  for  the 
good  of  all,  even  beyond  much  of  the  professional  incomes. 

When  principles  are  universally  applicable,  honesty  sought,  and  justice  easily  secured 
ip  all,  then  what  is  called  law  rightfully  fulfils  its  rightful  functions.  This  change  shooM 
be  wisely  made,  but  no  less  than  the  conservative  wa'hts  of  the  people  require.  The 
world  needs  justice  and  equity  universally,  speedily  and  fully,  administered  without  fe^r, 
favor  or  affection. 

The  rights  of  the  sovereign  people  need  this.  Let  rational  mind  furnish  the  requisite 
amendments. 

Talk  about  law — let  all  be  fixed  up  right  at  first  by  mind,  on  eternal  principles ;  then 
all  will  be  right,  and  no  difiSculty  about  it.  >  Let  the  legislators  be  wise  and  honorable, 
upright,  talented  men  ;  none  but  those  properly  nominated  in  fair  conventions,  not  by 
caucus.  The  world  should  seek  to  get  rid  of  the  sophistry  of  lawyers.  Let  master 
minds  simplify  and  codify  the  principles  of  law.  All  can  be  done,  and  this  is  the  govern- 
ment that  can  enable  man  to  do  it. 

The  great  object  with  wise  legislators  is  to  institute  better  morals  of  the  people,  to 
avoid  law>suits,  have  the  costs  of  collection  saved.  Debts  of  honor  would  accomoiisii 
this. 

Popular  legislation  is  to  prevent  crimes,  as  gambling,  seduction,  &c.,  and  should  con- 
centrate the  world^s  wisdom.  One  of  the  worst  states  of  laws  that  can  exist  is  their 
feeble  execution.  How  many  culprits  are  pardoned  or  exonerated  by  the  judiciary  and 
the  pardoning  powers.  If  the  judge  or  ruler  were  willing  to  take  the  place  of  the  cul- 
prits, then  the  objection  would  not  be  so  great. 

Suits  based  on  the  proper  facts  may  be  answered  or  satisfied  by  the  defendants,  pro- 
perly and  promptly.     All  such  suits  can  go  up  from  courts  of  conciliation. 

Much  litigation  can  be  as  good  as  abolished,  if  the  people  would,  in  the  main, 
reform  legal  proceedings,  attend  mure  to  the  abuses  of  legislation,  luive  justice  better 
administered,  and  less  vitiated. 

Wjiat  a  shame  that  laws,  that  are  especially  ess^tial,  should  not  be  faithfuUr 
executed. 

Many  important  measures  arc  dependent  on  them  :  they  have  provisions,  but  the 
penalties  are  not  enforced.  The  law  for  the  inspection  of  steamers  yields  to  none  in 
Qsefulncss,  yet  is  recklessly  omitted.  There  is  much  local  useless  and  fruitless  legis 
lalion,  when  universal  principles  will  best  apply.    All  legislation  should  be  comprehea 
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mwe  and  wiBe,  to  be  effectaaJ.  It  should  guard  aeaiMt  pauperizing  the  laboring 
daasea,  or  permitting  licentious  evil  passions,  as  jealousy,  envy,  and  ambition,  being 
predominant.  No  legislation  should  ever  involve  bankruptcy  of  states,  and  future 
embarrassment  of  posterity,  any  more  than  dictation  of  mind  what  is  ^religion  by  pecut 
liar  faith. 

Wise  legislation  is  the  wisest  exertion  of  mind,  illustrated  in  the  best  practical 
results. 

Among  the-blessings  is  the  progress  of  mind's  benefits,  by  modern  legislation,  that 
rears  its  loftiest  triumph  for  refined  civilization.  Rising  from  the  only  safe  basis,  con- 
stitutional organic  law,  the  protection  of  the  people,  it  dispenses  light,  life,  and  liberty 
to  mind^s  energies,  and  invokes  the  holiest  interests  in  jts  welfare.  Now  the  poor  are 
protected,  and  the  weak  are  upheld.  The  homestead  exemption  places  the  helpless 
under  mind's  noble  protection.  Wise  legislation  must  be  permanent :  each  bill  must 
be  put  on  its  relative  and  intrinsic  merits.  No  sectional,  factionist,  fanatical,  partisan 
views  can  be  tolerated  before  the  tribunal  of  principles.  The  wise  exercise  of  legisla- 
tion, and  its  execution  in  good  faith,  should  be  such,  that  the  land  of  law  should  hardly 
be  one  of  lynching  or  popular  fury.  Is  the  police  powerless  ?  Is  law  inefficient  to 
procure  protection  to  life,  reputation,  and  property  ?  Where,  then,  is  an  enlightened 
public  opinion  ?  The  world  should  get  rid  of  fruitless  legislation,  on  matters  havin|^  no 
equity  before  that  body.  Mankind  owe  allegiance  to  all  the  laws  of  nature  and  pnnci- 
ples,  that  are  paramount ;  none  else  iu  any  other  than  municipal  light.  Nothing  radi- 
cal, but  all  conservative,  can  be  permanent. 

*Any  law  to  be  forever,  must  be  consistent  with  nature,  and  conservative.  Let  the  con- 
servative principles  of  society  be  carried  out  right,  for  uniform  protection  for  life,  reputa* 
tion  and  property.  All  laws  wisely  made,  consistently  with  the  immutable  decrees  of 
God  as  evinced  in  nature,  are  the  ones  for  the  world  finally  to  secure,  as  only  legiti- 
mate. Law  must  go  with  equity.  When  it  meets  lamely,  as  it  now  does,  the  great 
ends  of  conservative  principles,  exalt  it  to  that,  the  proper  standard. 

The  world  must  have  alt  just  constitutional  laws  obeyed. 

THE  COURT  OF  CONCILIATION. 

Such  court  is  to  be  protected  by  appropriate  judges,  properly  selected.  * 

Do  whatever  is  right  by  this  institution;  act  by  principles,  that  vindicate  them- 
selves. 

Courts  of  conciliation  may  become  in  good  faith  the  best  of*  all  means  of  justice. 
W^ho  does  not  wish  to  escape  all  the  difficulties  of  lawsuit?  Some  persons  will  go  to 
the  brink  of  the  precipice  in  morals,  disregarding  anything  like  the  spirit,  while  they 
have  the  mere  form  of  law.  But  as  to  lawyers,  can  you  expect  others,  mere  agents,  to 
take  that  interest  in  your  welfare  as  you  would  yourself?  The  wisest  action  is  the 
prevention  of  lawsuits.   ' 

Advise  and  reflect ;  do  not  give  into  the  hands  of  others  what  you  can  do  better 
yourself.  Some  people  cannot  take  care  of  themselves  by  legal  precaution,  nor  their 
property  :  how  can  they  do  that  for  others  ?     Avoid  all  litigation  practicable. 

Business  may  do  itself,  if  the  principles  be  rightly  developed.  Lawsuits  may  be, 
generally  profitably  prevented,  by  a  proper  representation  and  amicable  arrangements. 

Have  as  little  interferenee  by  lawsuits  as  practicable.  Seek  to  avoid  litigation,  as 
one  party  is  worsted  always,  both  injured,  and  society  assailed. 

Nothing  short  of  notes  written  '*  under  hand  and  seal,"  should  be  afifected  in  annual 
settlements,  that  will  save  very  great  difficulties.  All  evils  ought  to  be  obviated  on 
principles. 

The  proper  avoidance  of  litigation  premises  general  good  to  society,  in  escaping 
many  of  its  evils,  as  the  sophistry  and  tricks  of  small  lawyers,  and  various  inroads  on 
good  morals,  in  generating  the  highest  tone  to  an  honorable  social  condition.  Well  may 
the  prudent  and  good  citizen  avoid  lawsuits,  unless  on  principles  that  are  pushed  neces^ 
sarily  on  him,  in  defence  of  his  own  dearest  rights.  He  may  see  lawyers  foiled  in 
recovery  of  the  most  common  notes  by  non-suit,  the  cost  of  which  falls  on  the  client, 
nnless  the  lawyer  is  honest  enough  to  pay  it  himself,  which  is  not  always  done  if  left 
to  the  conscience  of  the  lawyer  ;  and  he  may  have  to  get  other  lawyers  to  help  the 
first ;  of  course^  at  his  own  cost. 

LaWyers  have  been  known,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  to  receive  payment  for  com- 
mon professional  business,  required  to  do  it  legally  right,  yet  have  done  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  second  party  instead  of  the  first,  and  gave  then:  evidence  against  the  very  party 
employing  them,  thus  perjuring  themselves  without  being  exempt  from  the  suspicion 
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of  tftibery  on  so  glaring  an  outrage.  Where  are  the  responaibility  and  redress  ?  la 
this  world  ?  In  what  court  ?  Yet  such  lawyers  pass,  especially  as  belonging  to  a 
church.  Does  the  world  know  its  felony  ?  Are  the  laws  always  equable  and  conectp 
for  speedy  justice  ?  Are  they  made  to  help  benefit  the  community,  or  for  the  profes* 
sion  1  Do  they  lead  to  the  creditor's  oppression  of  the  debtor,  or  do  they  tend  to  defeat 
the  creditor  class,  till  the  debtors  escape,  making  their  property  over  or  away^  defeat- 
ing the  ends  of  justice  1  One  of  the  best  attainments  of  justice,  is  a  speedy  prompt* 
ness  in  rendering  it  unto  others. 

No  government  is  just,  that  does  not  secure  justice  to  its  citizens  in  the  most  expe- 
dient legal  manner. 

What  can  we  say  of  any  system  of  jurisprudence  chancety,  or  any  other,  that  biiogs 
the  law's  delay  for  even  the  best  part  of  a  life-time,  ere  justice  is  rendered.  Is  this 
freedom  ? 

The  court  of  conscience  is  the  best  that  promptly  settles  when  due,  and  in  the  settle- 
ment of  amounts  corrects  all  errors,  and  whenever  discovered,  rectifies  them. 

In  a  large  majority  of  cases,  the  court  of  conciliation  is  the  court  of  justice,  prompi 
«nd  comprehensive. 

Here  are  advantages  that  cannot  be  overlooked^  in  the  proper  maintenance  of  best 
feelings  in  society,  and  of  avoiding  evils  of  greater  magnitude. 

The  party  solicits  the  very  means  that  will  free  the  community  from  more  than  h^If 
of  all  vexations,  and  promote  at  the  same  time,  a  better  and  higiier  tone  of  public  sen- 
timent and  morals. 

Then  we  shall  see  or  hear  more  rarely,  of  many  contentions  that  terminate  unplea- 
santly, not  only  to  the  parties  immediately  interested,  but  to  the  chagrin  of  the  public 
to  whom  are  unnecessarily  presented  all  the  foibles  of  families,  with  their  feuds  and 
defects. 

The  dignity  and  sagacity  of  mind  should  be  competent  to  parry  all  the  corruptions  of 
lawyers,  put  all  our  noble  institutions  far  above  their  miserable  apologies,  and  law  above 
the  pettifogger  on  its  noble  principles. 

Court  of  reference  or  conciliation  ought  to  be  instituted  with  proper  appellate  func- 
tions, otherwise  a  tyranny  and  oppression  are  felt. 

ARBITRATION. 

Cases  of  arbitration  necessarily  occur  in  all  nations,  and  should  be  conducted  with 
reference  invariably  to  strict  equity  and  justice,  by  a  right  selection  of  parties  well 
qualified  for  intellect  and  probity. 

But  in  arbitration  as  commonly  practieed,  anything  but  an  attempt  at  the  right  thing 
is  sought  by  most.  A  low  party  whose  conscience  cannot  reach  the  exact  standard  o? 
justice,  selects  a  partisan  of  low  views,  and  imposes  him  on  the  other  party  who  ear- 
nestly seeks  correct  principles.  No  arbitration  should  be  definitely  fixed  until  the  arbi- 
trators are  at  the  same  time,  as  well  as  the  whole  ground  ;  any  other  is  an  unprincipli^ 
imposition.  Unless  all  improper  influences  be  redressed  with  prudence,  and  widely  and 
invariably  counteracted  by  proper  guarantees,  mock  justice  and  ialse  pretences  are  im- 
,  posed  on  the  correct  party.  • 

There  must  be  a  fixed  and  full  right  of  protest  and  appeal  to  the  court,  if  we  can  be 
satisfied  that  wrong  has  been  aw^arded,  or  that  rights  have  been  withheld. 

Too  many  referees  consider  that  compromise  and  not  justice,  are  to  be  done  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  most  are  decidedly  unqualified  for  the  business,  and  nothing  short  of  a  regular 
court  of  conciliation  judge  can  do  comprehensive  justice. 

In  most  instances,  the  necessity  for  all  this  business  emanates  from  wrong  positions, 
.and  some  parties  make  assertion  in  arbitration  not  warranted  by  facts,  nor  the  coiirte^^y 
of  such  a  position,  hence  the  necessity  of  premising  a  proper  precaution  of  taking 
nothing  for  granted  with  all  suspicious  characters,  but  of  having  testimony  propeih 
autlienticated  on  the  party *s  previous  denial  or  refusal  to  admit  the  important  facts,  whicn 
are  enough  to  condemn  an  arbitration  of  itself;  as  all  arbitrations  ought  to  be  on  ailmit- 
ted  factSf  and  simply  an  inability  of  the  parties  contestant,  deciding  these  of  themselves. 
But  low  cunning  that  refuses  acquiescence  in  principles  will  insinuate  itself,  li'  not 
counteracted  by  preliminaries  or  first  steps,  and  obviated  by  full  right  of  protest  and 
appeal,  and  deferring  for  important  testimony. 

The  refusal  of  yielding  justice  on  plain  facts,  even  by  arbitration,  necessarily  com- 
pels resort  to  legal  forms. 

In  reference  to  arbitration,  the  least  one  can  do,  is  to  have  a  gentleman  known  as 
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such  disioterested,  of  proper  approved  standing  and  property,  responsible  every  way, 
and  above  all,  intelligent  and  educated  liberally,  but  reserving  always  the  full  right  to 
appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal.  I  am  well  satisfied,  that  no  reference  involving  much 
amount  can  be  satisfactorily  settled  with  full  justice,  unless  there  1)0  a  court  for  appeal. 
The  right  of  appeal  is  a  protection  for  some  show  of  justice.  In  the  way  reference  or 
arbitration  is  had,  characters  are  picked  out  more  like  creatures  than  independent  arbi- 
trators. 

Such  reference  must  be  badly  managed.  There  is  too  much  corruption  in  mos* 
called  justice. . 

Let  the  system  of  arbitration  be  perfected,  and  all  will  be  satisfactory  and  right.  If 
there  were  less  law  suits,  there  would  be  less  perjury,  less  necessity  for  swearing.  Be 
sure  of  your  tribunal,  before  which  you  appear.  The  arbitrators  can  be  sworn  in,  as 
responsible  and  disinterested.  A  proper  selection  of  arbitrators  is  absolutely  essential, 
or  it  will  be  a  farce  or  tyranny. 

Much  litigation  can  be  as  good  as  abolished,  if  the  people  in  the  main  would  reform 
their  customs  and  means  of  appreciation. 

The  world  must  require  competent  tribunals  for  arbitration,  as  the  most  the  way  it  is 
conducted,  is  by  vassals  or  partisans.  That  is  worse  than  no  attempt  at  justice.  The 
great  object  is  to  secure  exemption  from  law  suits,  and  if  this  can  be  accomplished,  a 
great  evil  will  be  remedied. 

Let  there  be  no  arbitration  of  partisans  to  make  things  worse  than  better,  but  courts 
of  conciliation,  presided  over  by  judges  of  consummate  abilities,  virtue,  integrity  and 
honor,  amply  secured  by  competent  talents. 

Partisans  may  make  arbitration  the  most  contemptible  counterfeit  of  justice.  Do  not 
go  into  such  at  all.  without  you  can  secure  a  tribunal  competent,  disinterested  in  every 
respect,  and  of  the  most  exalted  integrity.     In  this,  be  sure  to  act  independently. 

This  thing  of  backing  out  from  the  decisions  of  arbitration  fairly  established,  taking 
advantage  every  way,  presents  a  dishonest  mind.  No  matter  what  the  friendship  and 
relation,  any  decision  by  an  exparte  arbitration  will  be  most  dishonorable,  if  the  parties 
do  not  stand  exalted  in  intellect,  and  possessed  of  a  nice  sense  of  honor.  A  vengeance 
to  reference  without  the  right  to  appeal  on  error,  or  hindrance  of  proof  at  tlie  trial. 

Most  arbitrators  are  incompetent,  from  a  fear,  a  feeling  influencing,  that  is  absolutely 
wrong ;  also,  from  intellectual  inability,  or  want  of  investigation.  Most  arbitration* 
are  unjust,  generally. 

All  these  must  be  conducted  on  the  highest  principles  of  honor,  and  must  be  sustained 
by  all  the  aid  of  highest  rationality. 

What  could  the  world  expect  from  the  tender  mercies  of  a  picked  body  of  men,  all 
on  one  side.  • 

I  saw  a  one-sided  pretence  of  partisanship  offered  for  arbitration ;  and,  of  course, 
instead  of  affirming,  like  gentlemen,  they  did  not  know  what  was  proper  cognizance — 
like  traitors  to  mind,  they  belied  mind,  honor,  and  truth  ;  an  adequate  reason  to  convict 
them  of  violation  of  principles. 

They  had  all  the  defects,  that  excluded  them  as  a  proper  tribunal,  As  church  mem- 
•bers,  they  were  called  on  to  rescue  one  that  had  brought  on  the  difficulty.  All  was 
done  to  smother  justice.  The  whole  resulted  from  betting  on  an  election,  that  the 
church-member  pledged  himself  on  honor  to  make  good ;  but,  when  the  trying  hour  came, 
this  dishonorable  false  pretence  was  to  exculpate  the  criminal  parties. 

When  one  man  is  employed  as  a  tool,  his  employer  must  become  the  dirty  tool  to 
extricate  him.     Can  there  be  any  low  gambling  worse  than  that  on  elections  1 

A  just  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  human  nature  requires  that  the  world  should 
always  premise  exception  to  the  dishonor  of  all  arbitrations,  or  anything  like  them,  to 
hold  all  such  in  abeyance. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injustice,  than  much  of  apparent  arbitration  of  justice. 

As  arbitration,  it  will  be  a  farce,  if  not  from  enlightened  sources. 

A  proper  selection  of  two  approved  discreet  men,  who  may  select  a  third,  on  disa- 
greement, may  institute  the  jury,  who  should  be  enlightened,  well  qualified,  in  proper 
circumstances  of  life  and  locality,  disjunct  from  all  peculiar  interests  of  business,  popu- 
larity, church,  or  any  other  union  or  fraternization,  except  the  one  of  universal  brother- 
hood. 

Never  trust  yourself  in  the  power  of  a  clique.  Let  arbitrators  be  invariably  named, 
till  adopted  by  the  other  party,  and  let  theije  be  no  arbitration  but  on  this  principle. 

Never  permit  any  party  by  his  clique  to  offer  you  their  indignity  of  opinion,  as  if 
worthy  of  your  serious  attention,  for  it  will  be  a  most  dishonest  sneaking  out  of  all 
proper  responsibility. 
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Yoa  need  never  expect  any  honor  from  one-sided  pretences,  but  dishonorable  i 
cealments.     I  have  se^n  that  tried,  for  that  express  dishonorable  object. 

There  can  be  no  fair  and  honorable  positioo,  but  an  equitable  adoption  of  pn^er, 
honorable  men  on  both  sides. 

THE  JUDICIARY. 

This  function  of  government,  must  be  respected  as  worthy  of  the  most  scrnpuJoos 
regard  of  the  n^orld,  to  be  of  so  illustrious  character  as  intrinsically  conuaand  at  aif 
times,  by  its  merits,  the  highest  tribute  of  enlightened  public  opinion.  When  this  posi- 
tion obtains,  then  one  of  the  highest  public  guarantees  will  be  permanently  secured  for 
the  general  welfare. 

In  all  departments  necessary,  the  talents  and  character  of  the  fun'^tionary  should  be 
elevated  to  sach  standard,  as  at  all  times  secure  the  full  esteem  and  proper  contnd  of 
the  bar,  and  impart  a  winning  confidence  to  the  people.  Such  high  salary  should  be 
invariably  paid  as  will  compensate  satisfactorily,  and  be  fully  competent  to  enlist  the 
right  talents,  to  speedily  dispose  of  all  public  business,  and  that  with  enlightened 
justice. 

The  people  should  be  spared  the  belief,  that  collusion  can  ever  stain  its  ernaine,  or 
that  incompetency  should  ever  disgrace  its  sanctuary. 

Unfortunately,  hitherto,  this  confidence  is  sometimes  betrayed.  "  Now  it  13  quite 
notorious  and  unquestionable,  that  for  Chancellors  to  receive  presents  was  customary 
and  common  in  Bacon^s  time,  and  had  been  so  for  a  hundred  years,  both  in  £oglaj]d 
and  in  other  European  states." 

Bishop  Latimer  admits  them  to  be  "  bribes."  ! 

Now,  what  man  was  in  the  time  of  Bacon,  human  nature  makes  him  in  every  age 
and  nation,  under  the  influence  of  analogous  circumstances. 

It  is  easy  for  bribery  and  perjury  to  prevail,  when  the  proper  antagonistic  principles 
do  not  exist. 

If  we  do  not  have  a  correction  in  enlightened  public  opinion,  that  detects,  exposes, 
and  punishes  these  flagrant  violations  of  supreme  justice,  then  the  noblest  fountains  are 
poisoned  at  the  source,  and  the  corrupting  fragments  are  scattered  over  society.  We 
cannot  secure  pure  judges  at  all  times,  but  we  have  the  conservative  principles  always 
at  hand. 

We  should  seek  to  select  men  of  best  talents  and  known  probity,  and  pay  propeilj 
for  their  life-time,  whether  in  or  out  of  ofllce,  if  the  best  part  of  it  has  been  thus 
expended.  • 

If  imbecility,  from  old  age  or  decrepitude  of  mind«  exist,  such  judges  should  be 
bound  to  retire,  but  on  competent  life  saJaries,  to  sustain  them  suitably,  and  return  the 
most  grateful  tribute  of  an  intellectual  republic. 

The  people  should  be  ever  protected,  by  a  proper  judiciary,  over  tyrannical  false  pre- 
tences, under  the  panoply  of  virtuous  conduct. 

No  delay  should  be  permitted  beyond  proper  investigations,  in  chancery  or  any  other 
system  of  courts.  If  justice  be  promptly  and  suitably  administered,  the  morals  of  the 
people  will  be  exalted,  and  a  high-toned  national  character  will  be  preserved. 

Any  deviations  from  judicial  rectitude  should  be  appropriately  reouked. 

When  legislation  has  become  unconstitutional  and  corrupt,  then  it  is  we  mast  look 
to  an  enlightened  and  virtuous  judiciary,  to  counteract  and  correct  much  of  such  erils, 
otherwise  it  is  the  tool  of  ignoble  tyrants.  But  an  enlightened  public  opinion  must 
then,  forever,  keep  the  morals  of  the  world  right. 

Jurisprudence  ought  to  meet  the  demands  and  wants  of  the  sovereign  people — the 
mainstay  of  the  world. 

Laws  ought  to  be  consistent  with  constitutional  liberty,  and  would  be,  if  the  people 
would  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  look  at  the  good  of  the  whole,  not  that  of  the  legal  or 
judiciary  professions.     This  is  the  attainment  of  the  dignity  of  freedom. 

What  can  be  worse  than  a  corrupt  judiciary  1 

What  are  we  to  think  of  a  judiciary  so  corrupt  and  cowardly,  as  to  bend  to  cliques? 
An  enlightened  public  opinion  towers  over  the  corruptions  of  such  jud|;es  and  thWr 
decisions,  and  will  ultimately  expose  their  true  ignominy.  What  can-  be  more  4>gBifi'vl 
than  the  virtuous  and  enlightened  judiciary  of  an  enlightened  government? 

"  The  chief  director  of  the  East  India  Company  expressed  in  a  letter  to  one  who 
Was  appointed  a  judge  in  India,  *  I  expect  that  my  will  and  orders  shall  be  your  iQle» 
and  not  the  laws  of  England.' " 
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As  all  popular  elections  are  generally  best  for  the  world,  the  election  of  jadges  had 
best  be  direcUy  through  the  people,  who  are  most  concerned  in  their  fitness  of  cha- 
racter. 

The  people  should  elect  to  maintain  all  appropriate  responsibility,  as  oflen  as  neces- 
sary their  own  judges.  How  much  can  the  citizens  of  the  country  or  State  congratu- 
late themselves  on  their  enlightened  judiciary,  that  prevents  unnecessary  arguments  of 
counsel,  arrests  useless  and  sophisticated  pleadings,  and  brings  justice  to  a  proper 
prompt  point. 

He  rules  in  a  ^ord  the  lawyers  by  the  best  power,  thaf  of  mind,  and  gives  the  best 
authority  by  never  being  at  a  loss  for  law.  Such  should  be  retained  at  the  satisfactory 
salary. 

The  doctrine  of  popular  as  personal  passive  obedience  produces  impunity,  that  invites 
any  species  of  iniquity. 

In  James  II. ^s  reign  there  was  '*the  violation  of  all  justice  and  all  law,  by  judges 
selected,  applauded,  and  rewarded  by  him.'' 

"  Both  in  England  and  Scotland,  the  judges  were  his  tools."  Cannot  republics  have 
an  honest  judiciary  to  support  the  principles  of  honesty  1 

Degraded  must  that  judge  be  that  will,  in  a  republic,  stoop  to  cliques,  to  deny 
justice  to  inventive  genius.  What  if  he  should  tolerate  perjured  banditti,  to  des- 
troy it?  ' 

If  judges  of  the  highest  capacity  were  presiding  over  direct  rules  and  lawyers,  then 
we  should  expect  better  morals  and  laws.  Now  it  is  a  scene  for  jugglery  of  mind,  to 
defraud  the  people  by  the  shrewdest,  sharpest  sophistry  and  chicanery.  Judges  should 
be  men  of  best  mental  calibre,  to  uphold  public  confidence  and  morals,  tlie  best  of  law- 
yers to  keep  the  lawyers  straight. 

The  object  is  to  uphold  the  dignity  and  office  of  the  judiciary,  by  all  the  best  acts  of 
mind. 

What  could  be  done  with  a  corrupt  judge  1 

The  same  has  been  one  of  standing,  and  has  the  power  of  money  and  friends.  And 
these  are  to  prostrate  the  majesty  of  the  laws  andT)eopie  ? 

The  innocent  will  demand  just  investigation.  The  guilty  will  avoid  all  such,  except 
through  cliques.  In  some  courts,  any  kind  of  jury,  witnesses  and  judges  can  be 
furnished. 

If  popular  election  of  judges  make  them  demagogues,  then  elect  by  the  legislature  on 
approved  nominations  through  the  executive. 

Some  judges  might  be  demagogues,  instead  of  weighing  justice  impartially  ;  those  too 
often  lean  to  that  side  that  has  political  power. 

Then  those  are  amenable,  and  should  be  adequately  rebuked.  But  the  popular  voice 
seems  the  most  effective,  renewed  as  early  as  practicable. 

The  judiciary  of  our  free  country  ought  to  be  pure,  independent,  free  from  suspicion, 
of  corruption  and  bribery,  and  then  we  should  see  that  in  very  large  estates  it  need  not 
take  many  years  before  they  could  be  settled,  and  severe  compromises  would  not  have 
to  be  made  for  just  rights  at  ruinous  sacrifices.  The  highest  law  of  the  land,  a  righteous 
public  sentiment,  decides  corruption  somewhere,  otherwise. 

Elevate  the  judiciary  to  the  highest  degree,  as  that  elevates  man  and  the  country  of 
free  institutions.  Give  judges  the  best  of  adequate  salaries,  and  best  of  pensions  for 
those  at  sixty  years  of  age  to  retire,  to  prevent  their  imbecility. 

Why  is  there  so  much  variation  in  courts  of  justice,  but  from  the  integrity  or  capacity 
of  the  judges  ? 

Some  judges  govern  the  lawyers,  who  consume  improperly  the  time  of  the  public. 

Small  judges  are  worse  than  smaJl  lawyers,  if  possible,  especially  when  they  identify 
themselves. 

The  utmost  facility  of  justice  should  be  ever  instituted,  to  promote  good  morals.  If 
we  act  by  direction  of  law  under  proper  judges,  we  may  have  all  the  benefit  of  law. 
The  redeeming  sense  through  a  wise  and  high-minded  judiciary,  is  the  great  conserva- 
tive power  next  to  an  enlightened  public  opinion.  Perjary  is  too  abundant  over  the 
world. 

Principles  will  best  obviate  all  such,  and  keep  the  world  straight.  It  is  idle  to  expect 
any  other  to  succeed.  Courts  of  justice  are  too  oflen  perverted  by  the ,  parties  not 
swearing  directly  to  the  point  of  knowledge,  but  of  belief.  In  this,  much  latitude  for 
penury  Ties. 

The  sovereign  people  let  all  essential  matters  be  handled  and  directed  by  professions, 
as  if  they  were  the  only  beneficiaries,  when  it  is  most  essential  that  they  should  seek 
diligently  to  possess  the  mighty  elements  of  conservative  revolution. 

The  mere  profession  are  not  to  manage  jusUce  as  they  please.    Science,  knowledge 
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and  wisdom  must  ever  direct  mind  in  all  their  departments,  and  the  worid  must  seek  iti 
own  by  a  just  and  equitable  liberalism,  not  care  for  the  unprincipled  antagonism  that 
comes  from  those  interested  in  exploded  customs. 

Justice  cannot  be  legislated  defunct,  while  cultivated  mind  is  just  to  itself. 

The  duty  of  judges  in  mobs  is  essentially  important.  Here  is  where  republics 
appear  less  dignified  than  monarchies,  in  the  suppression.  But  is  not  the  superiority  oa 
tlie  side  of  republics,  for  wliich  the  affections  of  good  citizens  are  most  elevated  ?  Are 
not  all  that  feci  aught  at  stake  enlisted  in  its  behalf?  There  arise  some  evils  ia  all 
social  communities,  if  the  ^orld  will  give  way  to  the  combinations  and  collusions  of 
men  !     What  set  of  honorable  principles  can  be  fully  carried  out  in  any  monarchy! 

Around  the  throne  always  gather  parasites,  court-flatterers,  and  corrupt  sycophants, 
the  world  over. 

Can  coropt  lawyers  do  much  with  a  corrupt  governorjjudges,  legislature  and  sbenfis, 
and  too  often  with  supple  jurors  led  by  their  leaders  1  Too  many  of  our  courts  of  jus- 
tice, are  a  miserable  farce.  A  high  intellectual  integrity,  is  worth  all  the  balance  of 
inferior  value. 

What  are  our  most  valuable  institutions  worth,  if  our  courts  of  justice  def^t  that 
justice,  for  terms  after  terms,  or  your  law-makers  legislate  her  defunct,  your  rulen 
repudiate  her  ? 

THE  JURISDICTION  OF  COURTS. 

Courts  of  justice,  whether  probate  or  any  other,  should  primarily  protect  the  weak 
and  helpless  widows,  orphans  and  humble  citizens  with  exact  and  even  jastice. 

No  estate  should  be  left  without  an  administratorship,  to  defend  and  protect  the  best 
interests  of  the  helpless,  and  promote  the  faithfulness  of  society  to  proper  contracts. 
})ut  the  plain  citizen  may  suppose,  that  the  general  administrator  does  all  this  faithfuUj- 
Very  clear  of  it. 

Humanity  dictates  the  complete  fulfilment  of  all  these  obligations. 

The  world  needs  no  Lynch  law  of  even  vigilance  committees,  when  judges  are  to  ex- 
pedite all  that  is  expedient  for  law,  but  not  supersede  it.  Let  there  be  no  anti-constitQ- 
tional  resistance  to  law,  no  respites  and  reprieves  unless  justice  demands.  If  judges 
C4uinotmeet  the  demands  of  the  world,  let  them  resign  their  functions; 

Courts  of  law  have  been  as  good  as  abolished  by  non-appearance  of  judges,  or  the 
resignation  of  sheriffs,  term  after  term !  Many  judges  are  bribed  by  tlie  law's  delay, 
when  public  opinion  will  not  be  duped  by  its  perversion.  Let  there  be  no  rules  of  court 
to  rule  laws,  but  principles  to  rule  all  citizens.  Give  the  world  justice,  not  law.  Let 
not  the  world  quarrel  with  a  packed  jury,  packed  by  old  dotard  judges. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  may  ruin  their  liberties,  tlirough  felonies,  clans, 
cliques,  sectional  cabals,  intrigues,  looking  yet  too  slavishly  to  persons,  things,  siasteia, 
instead  of  principles. 

We  need  the  most  talented  judges,  of  upright  character  and  sterling  integrity.  That 
is  a  great  point  gained. 

What  avail  the  best  of  constitutional  governments,  if  justice  be  not  equity,  to  prevcot 
the  excess  of  perjury  ?  Consider  it,  how  degrading  that  strangera  cannot  get  justice 
done  them,  because  they  are  unknown  or  absent. 

Have  the  judiciary  been  elected  for  time  and  manner,  as  to  secure  the  most  elevatex! 
action.  Have  the  very  best  adequate  salaries  to  pay  the  best  talents  and  most  elevated 
characters,  instead  of  getting  pettifogging  lawyers,  who  often  disgrace  the  bench,  aiwi 
bring  reproach  on  free  institutions. 

What  a  contemptible  character  the  judiciary  presents,  when  it  is  mercenary  or  vassal 
to  cliques  or  cabals  !  Have  no  judiciary,  unless  enlightened,  liberal  and  elevated.  Id 
California,  recently  on  confession  of  a  culprit,  *^  judges  and  public  prosecutors  iu  sose 
portions  of  the  country,  were  in  league  with  the  organization^'  of  felons ! 

The  world's  corruption  must  be  defeated. 

Some  of  the  judges  should  be  presented  to  grand  juries.  The  sovereign  people,  not 
the  servant,  should  adopt  their  own  choice  of  judges. 

Judges  are,  at  times,  and  can  be,  very  corrupt  indeed.  Thomas  Jefferson  displays 
"  The  judiciary  of  England  Forgery,"  of  some  half-dozen  judges  or  more  about  Chris- 
tianity, in  upholding  the  union  of  church  and  state. 

Who  believes  that  the  judges  to-day  of  any  government  that  has  union  of  church  ar*! 
state,  but  would  perjure  themselves  on  preconceived  views  to  sustain  tliat  unions 
What  vile  elements  of  popular  corruption,  is  peculiar  faith  I 

How  much  mockery  of  justice  is  exhibited  in  our  courts  by  perjury,  and  no  radical 
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correction  of  this  organic  evil  of  society  !  Men  of  affected  importance,  are  disgustinglj 
suffered  to  commit  all  such  deeds  with  impunity,  and  even  pass  celebrated  for  it,  when 
they  should  be  in  the  penitentiary. 

When  the  citizens  speak  of  their  judiciary  being  near  nobody^  full  of  partiality,  that 
the  judge  suffers  one  lawyer  to  bend  him  judge,  court  and  jury,  with  an  opinion  as  law, 
while  some  of  the  lawyers  could  not  tell  whether  right  or  wrong,  then  they  may  well 
call  for  reform,  and  give  all  such  matters  into  the  appropriate  hands. 

Justice  is  a  popular  question,  one  that  belongs  to  the  people  as  an  inherent  right,  sub- 
ject to  no  fiat  of  party  or  clique  made  supreme. 

The  magistracy  should  at  least  see,  that  proper  legal  proceedings  are  always  insti- 
tuted without  equivocation,  else  they  suffer  themselves  to  be  made  tools  of.  It  is  their 
duty  to  be  properly  qualified  intellectually  for  all  cases  under  their  cognizance,  else  jus- 
tice is  a  perfect  farce. 

No  sophistry  is  to  be  countenanced,  as  they  are  sworn  to  decide  according  to  the  law 
and  evidence  or  testimony.  They  are  to  be  ever  qualified  to  analyze  that  testimony, 
whether  it  be  true  or  not.  They  are  not  only  bound  to  see  that  all  necessary  bonds  of 
office  are  given  as  the  law  requires,  but  that  they  be  fulfilled  according  to  justice. 

We  should  give  the  election  of  most  officers  to  the  people,  of  judges  especially,  and 
keep  all  departments  separate  from,  and  independent  of  each  other,  to  preserve  the 
purity  and  integrity  of  these  offices,  and  the  honesty  of  the  people. 

How  abominable  is  it  that  we  should  entrust  our  rights  to  the  miserable  contingencea, 
of  the  disgraces  of  electioneering,  and  tricks  of  log-rolling  members  of  assemblies  and 
representatives  of  the  people  !     All  such  need  the  highest  reforms  of  the  day. 

Not  only  are  wise  and  safe  laws  to  be  adhered  to,  but  their  best  adminiBtraiion  insured, 
and  we  must  present  wiser  thoughts  for  advancement  and  subsequent  improvements. 
What  couki  we  think  of  gerrymandering  a  state,  for  election  of  judges  as  legislators. 
What  corruption  on  the  purity  of  elections.  What  chance  would  a  poor  stranger  with 
native  wealth  and  influence  have,  in  any  such  court  of  Justice  ?  Are  there  not  glaring 
bribery  and  corruption  enough,  to  a  vast  extent? 

Compromises  of  ruin  to  even  reputation  arc  made,  when  some  cannot  foil  the  law's 
delay,  and  its  base  iniquitous  administration. 

Who  that  observes  the  sophisticated  state  of  society,  will  not  be  more  than  disgusted, 
ere  lie  gets  through  a  long  life,  with  the  various  corruptions  of  it,  that  cry  aloud  to  pen- 
alty and  mind  for  correction? 

An  intelligent  free  people  desires  ever  to  be  delivered  from  corrupt  judges,  jurists 
and  lawyers  1 

If  judges  be  false  to  their  dignity  and  duty,  how  can  juries  be  true  to  their  obligations  ? 

The  appointment  of  judges  demands  adequate  salaries,  otheirwise  how  can  you  insure 
proper  talents  of  independent  mind  ?  There  must  be  do  party  spirit  in  their  appoinV- 
znents,  as  the  good  of  the  whole  must  be  regarded. 

JURORS— JURIES. 

TiiCRB  is  too  great  a  partiality  in  grand  jury  presentments.  Jurors  may  not  be 
rcsfX)n^ible,  as  their  responsibility  is  diffused  in  numbers.  They  are  too  often  hurried, 
and  go  too  oft  as  the  judge  tells  them.  Many  are  very  ignorant,  and  are  misled  by 
demagogues. 

Trial  by  jury  ought  to  be  reformed.  In  arbitration  the  jury  is  looked  for,  but  may 
not  be  expedient. 

Some  judges,  as  in  Kentucky,  it  is  said,  rarely  charge  the  jury,  to  avoid  trespass  on 
their  province. 

A  jury  should  be  composed  of  men  of  known  probity,  integrity  and  talents,  and 
should  be  amply  qualified  fur  all  their  duties,  and  properly  paid  therefor. 

Would  it  not  be  best  to  interchange  juries  in  the  circuit,  as  judges,  to  prevent  any 
6ini.stcr  nulign  influences  1 

The  world  has  no  just  or  adequate  idea  of  the  felony  concealed — of  the  injustice  done 
it  judicially  ;  the  miserable  complots  and  collusions  for  personal  popularity.  The 
beauty  of  the  world  is  nearly  ruined  by  the  falsity  and  sophistry  with  which  it  is  daubed. 

Judges  have  been  the  merest  tools  to  all  the  world  despotisms  ;  and  if  they  carry 
the  juries,  they  are  the  tools  of  tools.  No  judge  or  jury  .should  serve  in  the  precinct 
elected. 
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ADMINISTRATIONSHIPS  AND  GUARDIANSHIPS. 

These  may  be  thankless  offices,  but,  as  delicate  and  necessary  trasts,  must  be  eoo- 
fided  with  strict  precaution,  by  the  responsible  judiciary,  to  the  most  responsible  aod 
suitable. 

Insolvency  of  estates  is  often  suspected  of  being  improperly  produced ;  at  least  that 
there  is  some  foul  act  respecting  them.  Have  accounts  against  the  estatea  presenteti 
to  and  recorded  by  administrators,  in  due  time,  even  if  they  say  the  estate  is  insolvera: 
they  may  hare  their  object  to  speculate.  This  has  been  done,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
by  one  not  over  scrupulous. 

Purchasers  cannot  be  too  particular  in  examining  the  titles  to  property  sold  by  admi- 
nistrators, who  should  invariably  satisfy  the  public  in  all  such  safes,  as  they  may  trans- 
gress, by  abuse  of  usurpation,  the  will,  and  consequently  the  law,  that  will  hold  innocent 
purchasers  responsible  to  the  amount  involved,  and  much  that  may  be  superadded. 

The  nearest  relations  must  make  no  calculations  on  the  reimbursement  compensatorj 
to  their  most  liberal  expenditures,  made  for  any  estate,  no  matter  how  laudable  the 
object  to  save,  as  the  law  for  administratorships  must  be  strictly  adhered  to  for  univer&al 
protection,  and  that  may  prevent  the  sordid  interest  of  miserly  legatees  of  acting  evei 
justly.  The  dependence  is  a  contingency  that  had  better  not  be  risked,  as  the  court  is 
responsible. 

Any  bill  of  exchange,  if  not  taken  up  by  the  admmistrator  for  the  deceased  drawer, 
had  best  be  cashed,  on  the  fourth  day,  by  the  other  payers  of  the  bill,  and  forthwith 
protested  to  meet  the  exact  demands  of  the  law,  that  has  necessarily  to  be  specific  to  b€ 
just  and  equitable. 

The  whole  world  is  filled  with  a  history  of  wrongs,  unfaithful  actions,  and  snspieiocis 
deeds,  that  cause  mind  to  feel  its  bitterest  pangs  and  seals  their  deepest  anguish.  We 
may  expect  bad  faith  in  all  circles,  on  the  present  organization  of  society. 

Can  we  safely  entrust  power,  money,  or  anything  of  value,  into  the  promiscuous  hands 
of  the  world?  Who  is  capable  of  guardianship  ?  Scarcely  one  in  an  hundred.  Xo-.e 
should  take  authority  unofficial,  as  they  may  abuse  it  without  proper  responsibilitr. 
The  head  men  of  towns,  county  courts,  should  conect  all  this  at  the  right  time,  point, 
and  source,  as  unofficial  authority  cannot  properly  dictate,  then  self-defence  and  all  its 
accompaniments  come  in  at  once.  Lamentable  results  too  often  ensue.  State  authority 
and  its  delegations  ought  to  teach  all  subordinates  the  principles  of  law,  &c.,  for  their 
good  behavior,  and  the  best  reasonable  government  of  themselves.  Self-government  is 
the  true,  best  government,  afler  all. 

Probate  judges  defer  the  settlement  of  administrators.  What  is  to  protect  orphans 
from  loss  of  time  as  truants  or  loungers,  or  from  loss  of  time  without  a  suitable  benefit  ^ 
This  class  should  be  duly  protected,  and  their  rights  appreciated  by  the  public,  if  th^r 
have  not  an  estate,  and  intellect  adequate  for  a  complete  education  to  master  principk. 
Freemen  are  to  act  on  rights,  that  must  not  be  subverted. 

The  courts  should  take  cognizance  of  all  these  things,  under  proper  affirmation  of 
office,  or  be  accountable  in  full  by  their  property.  Probate  courts  ought  to  cause  all 
administrators  to  settle  up  once  a  year,  and  all  reasonable  complaints  respecting  them  to 
be  met  promptly.  Who  will  impose  on  his  female  charges  or  wards,  and  take  advajj- 
tage  of  their  destitution  ?    This  must  be  a  public  duty,  for  superintendence  at  least. 

Persons  of  standing  have  their  word  taken  in  guardian  accounts,  when  all  should  be 
investigated.  The  present  artificial  state  of  the  world  shows  a  prevailing  disposition  tc 
take  undue  advantage.  This  shows  no  liberality  of  spirit.  Gold  is  the  lever  of  th^ 
world.  It  seems  an  apparent  hardship,  that  poverty  proves  a  temptation  to  woman's 
chastity  and  man*s  integrity ;  let  it  be  considered  all  right,  as  the  refined  gold  will  become 
more  so  in  the  fiery  ordeal. 

What  can  be  more  analogous  than  the  prosperity  of  the  greatest  number,  to  have  all 
commissions  held  sacredly  accountable.  The  great  public  is  materially  concerned  m. 
the  right  management  of  public  matters.  The  school-funds  appropriated  for  the  poor- 
school,  have  been  radically  changed  in  some  places,  and  the  amount  drawn  eveo  bj  the 
rich,  who  can  educate  their  children  without  this  pittance,  that  would  help  keep  up  ibc 

Subiic  school,  which  the  poor  cannot  do,  and  therefore  not  able  to  educate  their  chii- 
ren,  as  they  have  no  school.  Is  this  right  ?  The  responsibility  of  management  ib 
shifted  off  on  the  imbecile  and  incompetent,  instead  of  constituting  boards  of  the  ablest. 
talented  citizens.  Superintendents  should  be  invariably  appointed  yearly.  Such  funds 
ate  too  sacred  to  be  appropriated  or  alienated.  Something  should  be  done  HB  hold  ail 
•ttch  as  sacred  as  religion.  It  will  not  do  for  republics  to  talk  of  monarchies,  tiii  de- 
faulters and  alienation  of  school-funds  »re  properly  counteracted. 
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The  befit  of  government  is  only  proved  by  the  best  acts  of  public  and  private  justice 
in  the  smal],  as  larger  circles.  Liet  all  officers  resign  as  trustees  of  public  schools-^ 
from  conscientious  motives,  if  such  officers  cannot  consider  the  incumbent  qualified,- 
proved  by  his  examination  not  being  good,  and  cannot  have  him  removed,  or  cannot 
have  the  right  administration  of  scholastic  affairs. 

\ 
LAWYERS. 

Op  what  use  are  many  lawyers  ?  Let  them  engage  to  win  the  case,  or  if  they  loser 
on  the  facts  of  the  case  written  down,  lose  their  fees.  Pettifoggers  will  ruin  you,  if 
you  permit  them.  Is  not  justice  oftener  shown  in  the  tricks  of  Taw,  than  in  virtue  of 
principles?  We  should  get  rid  as  speedily  as  possible  of  all  pettifoggers,  all  the  petty 
detailers  and  corrupters  of  society,  who  prey  on  it,  by  the  wisest  conservative  revolu- 
tion in  law  principles. 

When  an  attorney  is  employed  to  do  justice  from  his  legal  knowledge  to  both  partiep 
in  writing  contracts  and  faus,  he  is  bound,  by  every  principle  of  justice  and  equity,  to 
the  party  that  he  betrays  or  deceives.  I  know  of  a  case  strictly  in  point.  One  party 
would  not  touch  the  blank  bond  until  the  lawyer  guarded  against  all  designs  of  the 
other  party,  heard  all  by  his  own  inquiry,  and  wrote  the  documents,  as  he  affirmed, 
right. 

This  lawyer  acted  afterwards,  when  called  on,  with  the  higliest  injustice  to  tho 
whole  position,  against  the  highest  principles  of  hondr,  truth  and  honesty,  that  bo 
betrayed  on  oath.  There  are  some  things  that  prove  themselves,  and  this  is  one  of 
them. 

It  was  the  interest  of  the  first  party  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  second  party, 
.  unless  his  interest  was  protected  through  strictly  legal  documents. 

He  could  not  reject  the  position,  however  felonious  the  second  party  was,  as  his  woid 
was  pledged. 

As  base  a  man  as  the  second  was,  the  first  was  bound  to  his  promise.  Of  course, 
not  finding  the  second  party  honorable,  the  first  had  to  secure  himself  by  solvent  and 
safe  men,  requesting  the  lawyer  to  insure  the  proper  position  by  securities.  The  busi- 
ness was  on  those  express  terms,  to  reach  all  that,  of  course. 

The  first  party  could  not  dictate,  but  request  a  legal  equitable  position.  The  note  waar 
a  carte  blanche  to  fill.  The  business  was  transacted,  and  the  second  party  running  off, 
tested  this  matter  completely. 

Had  the  lawyer  acted  honestly,  the  first  party  would  have  been  secured ;  but  the 
lawyer  acted  the  basest  fraud,  thus  completing  the  very  injury  of  the  first  party,  doinr 
the  business  to  his  disadvantage,  perjuring  himself  on  the  transaction,  yielding  all 
advantage  to  the  second  party,  and  setting  up  the  false  pretence  that  he  acted  to  the 
wishes  of  the  first  party !  Would  the  first  party  hire  a  lawyer  to  cheat  himself,  when 
it  was  to  his  interest  to  have  all  legal  principles  right? 

What  can  be  thought  of  such  a  fellow  1    And  yet  there  were  some  who  upheld  him  f 

I  do  not  know  which  was  the  most  unprincipled,  the  lawyer  that  drew  the  docu* 
meats,  or  the  parties  that  defrauded  thereby.  Both  defrauded  most  horribly  thereby, 
and  perjured  themselves.     But  where  is  the  redress  ?     Not  in  this  world. 

The  transaction  was  executed  by  the  lawyer  for  what  was  legal,  yet  the  securities 
have  been  exonerated  by  their  own  oaths,  the  proxy,  the  lawyer,  disgracefully  sneak- 
ing out  of  the  matter  ;  yet  the  lawyer  was  riffht,  though  the  securities  were  all  exon* 
erated !  None  but  the  creditor  suffered  !  Who  calls  this  justice  ?  Yet  it  has  been 
done  to  my  certain  knowledge. 

If  yuu  wish  to  see  the  annals  of  crime,  seek  the  courts  of  justice,  and  the  records 
will  tell  you,  in  addition  to  your  own  observation,  and  the  experience  of  the  officei^. 

Too  much  latitude  of  power  is  permitted  to  unprincipled  men  of  all  professions. 
This  has  been  too  long  by  its  own  blind  permission,  imbecile  inactivity,  incompetent  to 
perform  high  obligations  that  belong  to  duty.  The  soul  of  a  dying  man  cannot  re8t» 
unless  a  priest  officiates !  The  functions  of  nature  oannot  progress  without  the 
doctor,  and  the  citizen  cannot  pay  his  debts  unless  he  is  reminded  by  the  boneiA 
lawyer. 

Where,  mind,  are  thy  fundamental  principles  ?  Art  thou  asleep  1  Hajs  reason  been 
exiled  ?   Have  common  sense  and  honesty  departed  this  life  ?  , 

Rational  religion  is  yet  to  redeem  all  mankind  from  the  first ;  domestic  practice  ren- 
ders the  principals  of  families  independent  to  i  proper  extent  in  the  second  place ; 
while  courts  of  conscience  and  conciliation  will  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  in 
theUsl. 
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Do  half  of  lawyers  know  the  relations  of  things  ^  or  do  half  do  that  di^  at  the 
■tart  or  close  of  the  bearing  of  the  case  ?  How  many  advantages  are  taken  in  law,  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  most  honorable  justice,  by  sharp  lawyers? 

Is  this  for  the  benefit  of  the  most  ? 

Too  many  trust  to  lawyers,  that  mislead. 

Cannot  people  do  most  of  their  own  business,  or  let  it  have  the  principles  co]i8erT&- 
tive  of  it? 

We  should  be  freer  from  much  of  legal  misguidances,  and  secured  from  the  fool 
grasp  of  the  self-interested.  All  of  this  some  have  to  learn,  more  or  less,  in  the 
school  of  the  world,  where  too  many  of  the  people  are  mere  botches,  and  have  to 
resort  to  professional  business,  bankrupt  by  their  own  ignoble  deeds  and  folly,  and  rabid 
partisans  in  evil.  There  are  many  lawyers  who  should  not  be  trusted  with  business, 
if  they  paid  liberally  for  it.     How  many  have  to  learo  on  the  business  of  the  people. 

If  you  seek  to  advance  such  into  business,  you  had  better  give  them  the  amount  of 
fees,  and  pay  a  competent  and  approved  lawyer. 

Never  pay  for  law  friendship,  surely. 

Experience  has  fully  proved  that  some  have  no  gratitude,  and  surely  no  respoosi- 
bility,  no  matter  how  oad  their  misleadings,  as  they  were  ever  ready  with  sophistry, 
unprincipled  as  they  were,  to  get  out  of  the  difficulties  for  themselves,  bat  surely 
leaving  their  clients  to  suffer. 

Most  of  the  people  lose,  before  full  experience  aids  them,  enough  to  pay  for  Beveral 
codes  of  proper  digested  laws.  If  the  people  do  not  protect  themselves,  how  can  an 
irresponsible  profession  be  depended  on  ? 

Much  of  this  profession  is  cunning  at  its  business,  incompetent  in  the  performance, 
and  sharp  to  avoid  responsibility:  When  others  turn  most  to  their  account,  what  can 
the  balance  do  who  are  without  proper  advisers  ? 

Freemen  wish  nothing  less  than  proper  protection  in  business,  above  mean  and  dan- 
gerous pettifoggers.  Do  lawyers  improve  the  general  morals  of  the  people  ?  Those 
of  elevated  character  niust  be  an  ornament  to  literature  and  sound  morals.  Bat  where 
they  advise  only  expediency  in  place  of  good  morals,  generally,  or  success  under  all 
manner  of  sharp,  not  moral  power,  may  we  be  saved  from  all  such,  whom  I  could  never 
confide  in. 

Is  the  profession  predicated  on  lawyers'  moral  principles!  How  much  property  is 
cloaked  and  smuggled  by  the  tricks  of  pettifoggers  ? 

How  much  is  society  disorganized  by  the  harassing  delinquencies  of  parties  thus 
advised  1 

In  the  sale  of  unsound  property,  thereby  invalidating  the  sale,  are  the  parties  promptiy 
advised,  beyond  what  honesty  prompts,  in  taking  it  back  ? 

Neither  moral,  intellectual,  nor  pecuniary  responsibility,  is  advised  by  the  legal  pro- 
fession generally,  as  becomes  a  worthy  calhng.     Of  course,  then,  the  people  suffer. 

Responsibility  is  avoided  by  too  many  lawyers,  who  sneak  out  of  any  difficulty,  by 
declaring  the  litigants  have  not  stated  all.  The  htigants  had  best  give  a  written  docu- 
ment, keeping  an  exact  copy  for  their  protection,  otherwise  their  business  may  be 
Wretchedly  performed  by  some  lawyers. 

Of  what  good  account  are  lawyers,  when  they  get  us  into  more  difficulties  than  they 
relieve  1 

The  very  practice  of  pettifogging  misleads  the  mind  of  all  professional  men,  as 
lawyers,  doctors  or  parsons.  We  see  it  in  the  lawyer,  who  affects  to  be  essential  in 
saving  cases  that  will  save  themselves,  but  is  not  to  be  found  in  bad  cases  that  he  brings 
forward,  after  the  trial  and  the  fees  are  procured. 

Equity  and  laws  most  exact  could  be  at  once  much  oflener  embraced  by  juries  in 
most  of  cases  but  for  pettifoggers.     Can  man  be  his  own  lawyer  1 

He  can  be  competent  for  a  higher  profession,  that  of  avoiding  litigation  on  the 
'highest  principles.  The  profession  of  the  law  is  most  sadly  perverted.  The  petti- 
foggers who  fog  up  justice,  affecting  to  clear  when  they  muddy  the  streams  of  justice, 
are  best  avoided.  How  often  do  they  mislead  by  their  advice,  and  avoid  responsibility 
by  collusion  of  their  tribe  ? 

Is  society  so  pregnant  with  its  own  evils,  that  it  cannot  deliver  itself  from  those  of 
others  ? 

Lawyers  do  not  intend  to  have  a  proper  responsibility  generally.  It  is  part  of  their 
creed,  it  is  certainly  part  of  their  practice,  to  avoid  all  responsibility.  When  your 
business  is  in  a  train  to  do  itself,  then  you  may  expect  it  done.  W  hat  can  you  do 
with  the  most  of  lawyers  ?  If  you  have  important  business  to  transact,  do  not  select 
without  direct  reference  to  known  competency  and  integrity ;  otherwise  avoid  those  who 
call  themselves  your  friends. 
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How  maBy  lawyers  have  neither  integrity  nor  talents  ? 

The  lawyers  are  more  afler  the  clients'  money,  than  after  the  debtors,  to'o  often. 
Shall  justice  be  in  abeyance  to  the  lawyers?  There  is  some  lega^  piracy  and  felony ; 
beware  of  them. 

There  are  some  lawyers  that  I  should  not  like  to  trust  my  purse,  much  less  my  cause 
in  their  hands.    With  the  corrupt,  every  man  has  his  price.     Those  of  integrity  are 
above  suspicion.     You  certainly  do  not  wish  to  pay  away  your  living  for  coUections. 
You  must  not  only  have  a  good  cause,  but  fixed  up  by  right  testimony  and  in  the  right- 
w^. 

We  seek  a  higher  order  of  justice  than  lawyers  can  give  ;  that  is,  principle. 

Justice  should  not  be  reduced  to  mere  quibble,  extracted  by  tricks  of  sharp  lawyers. 

As  ta  the  lawyers  in  any  doubtful  case,  have  the  most  of  them  state  in  writing 
what  they  propose  to  do,  and  if  they  cannot  be  definite,  stop  all  intercourse  with 
them.  • 

Their  proceedings  may  be  equivocal,  and  they  may  virtually  turn  against  you  in  the 
end  if  necessary,  and  ascribe  their  want  of  success  to  your  not  telling  them  the  whole 
history. 

There  is  but  little  moral  honesty  and  truth  among  lawyers,  as  a  class ;  and  it  shows 
the  perversion  of  morals  by  perversion  of  mind. 

We  should  best  dispense  with  lawyers,  and  trust  to  the  equity  of  principles  and 
wisdom  of  right,  the  least  to  lawyers  unless  we  can  secure  their  intellectual  integrity. 

Do  not  go  to  a  lawyer  first  by  any  means  to  settle  your  business. 

What  do  you  say  of  law  ?    To  let  it  alone,  whenever  practicable. 

The  desire  of  all  intelligent  citizens,  is  to  be  saved  from  unprincipled  lawyers.  All 
should  seek  to  probe  to  the  bottom  in  all  cases,  ere  we  involve  ourselves  in  lawsuits,  or 
take  any  step  not  guaranteed  by  wisdom,  and  fortified  by  virtue  and  innocence. 

On  what  can  the  whole  world  better  depend,  than  on  just  eternal  principles  ? 

In  law  people  must  adopt  proper  judgment,  to  obtain  satisfactory  justice,  otherwise 
the  world  may  get  much  more  than  it  is  enticed  thereto. 

The  sovereign  people  must  do  all  business  riffht,  at  once  and  on  the  spot. 

Not  only  pay  their  debts,  but  protect  themselves  on  their  payment  by  such  proof  re- 
ceipts as  will  evince  honesty,  save  feelings,  and  preserve  friendship. 

If  clients  were  as  ready  to  pay  their  creditors,  what  they  owe  them,  as  their  lawyers 
to  help  defeat  the  proper  morals  of  the  world,  honesty  would  be  better  secured.  What 
does  the  rational  and  honorable  eommunity  need  of  sharp  practice  and  designing  intri- 
gues of  pettifoggers,  to  uphold  the  felony  of  those  designing  the  worst  infractions  in 
law  justice,  that  ought  ever  to  be  comprehended  in  the  same  high  and  honorable  courti 
and  will  be  when  the  people  get  the  ascendency  as  world  sovereigns  for  the  good  of 
society  and  virtue.  What  are  lawyers  that  are  pettifoggers  and  churchmen  aU,  but  the 
rankest  sophists?  What  can  the  world  estimate  lawyers  who  suborn  peijsrers  to 
6btain  success  in  law,  to  defend  outrageous  criminals  ? 

REPUBLICAN  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  world  is  now  rapidly  preparing  for  them,  and  the  noble  position  of  our  glorious 
country  is  proof  enough  that  man  is  qualified  for  self-government,  the  best  for  his  hap- 
piness. France  has  had  to  contend  against  great  odds,  peculiarly  situated  as  she  is, 
amid  factions  and  antagonistic  interests.  She  has  advanced  on  her  revolution,  being 
taught  by  the  severest  lessons  of  blood  addressed  to  her  for  half  a  century. 

She  will  progress  in  the  great  battle  of  mind  and  freedom,  if  her  position  can  he 
rightly  secured  amid  the  mighty  antagonism  of  Europe.  The  whole  of  Europe 
must  unite  for  proper  government.  She,  as  the  world,  must  become  monotheist, 
ere  the  crimes  of  atheism  and  polytheism  will  recede  for  pure  government.  Obe- 
dience to  the  instructions  of  constituents,  should  point  kings  to  their  duty.  Who  are 
the  constituents  of  kings  but  the  people,  that  are  best  qualified  to  give  correction  to 
every  age,  to  the  satiSactory  amendment  of  vicious  conduct  ?  They  should  seek  to 
counteract  all  the  intrigues  of  government  by  proper  principles,  that  may  fully  put  down 
all  sinister  means  that  are  introduced  to  exalt  all  improper  policies. 

The  purity  of  the  ballot  box  is  a  grand  constituent,  i^nd  is  never  to  be  perverted  by 
gerrymandering,  local,  sectional,  or  any  views  of  corrupt  mancBuvre,  for  corrupt  judges 
or  legislators,  votes  or  elections,  to  create  a  recoil  of  national  evils. 

States  are  to  guard  against  corrupt  legislation  as  a  paramount  evil.  The  sovereign 
people  should  correct,  not  palliate  any  corruption  because  of  party. 

The  people  must  necessarily  take  cognizance  of,  and  direct  the  right  view  of  govem- 
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aiant  that  becomes  rejMiblican  representation,  the  only  tme  policy  of  fteedom,  foA  tf 
wire  as  popular  mind  rises  in  the  vigor  and  teatority  of  manhood.  As  sure  as  Uie  Km 
of  OUT  solar  system  shines,  so  suj-ely  must  true  popular  governments  prevail  forever. 

Man^  wUl  be  the  false  steps,  as  much  will  be  the  result  of  unprincipled  absoluUsm 
advancmg  all  the  difficulties  vast  and  numerous  in  the  mazes  of  sophistry,  and  the 
machinations  of  tyranny,  exercising  all  the  delusions,  to  exclude  mind  from  its  true 
interests.     Yet,  crushed  as  mind  is,  still  it  will  burst  its  shackles  and  assert  its  rights. 

It  is  most  important  to  the  world  that  public  opinion  be  enlightened  and  just,  as  all 
ehanges  for  the  better  evep,  are  accompanied  with  the  means  of  conservative  levolutioo. 

Our  great  men  are  too  dependent  on  public  opinion,  itself  dependent  on  exploded 
views  of  past  ages,  if  not  enlightened  enough  to  keep  in  advance  of  the  age,  up  to  it  at 
least,  before  it  if  practicable.  Why  cannot  mind  properly  assert  mind's  rights  and 
prerogatives,  instead  of  catering  to  morbid  tastes  of  humanity  ?  It  is  a  disgrace  to  be 
Dohind  the  esseDtials  of  the  age. 

Mal-administration  of  government,  no  matter  the  name,  is  very  bad,  but  mal-legiflla- 
tion  is  the  worst. 

What  boots  it  to  the  world,  whether  in  a  monarchy,  autocracy,  or  republic,  if  the 
proper  laws  be  omitted  or  violated  ?  When  the  autocracy  commands  all  emigiaDtB  <» 
residents  to  publish  preceding  their  departure,  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  honest  credi- 
tors, it  eiEcels  the  republic  that  overlooks  absconding  debtors. 

No  mere  partisan  elections  oi  mere  military  chieftains,  will  advance  the  tme  inter- 
ests  of  republics. 

Choose  no  man  as  mere  general,  and  disclaim  him  from  his  being  a  general  for  civil 
ftmctions. 

Put  no  candidates  for  highest  offices,  especially  under  pledges,  than  general  princi- 
ples, else  abuses  and  violations  may  follow,  and  the  officers  of  the  people  become  s 
mockery  and  corruption. 

With  nobility,  we  have  violence  done  to  mind  and  virtue.  The  laws  of  nature 
declare  this  (kct. 

Republics  have  to  regard  the  peculiar  faiths  of  the  world,  that  have  rent  it  for  every 
century  of  their  existence,  especially  of  church  and  state,  as  exhibited  in  the  Protes- 
tant and  Maternal  or  Roman  character.  Centuries  upon  centuries  have  been  disturbed 
by  the  bloodiest  wars  and  revolutions  of  the  whole  world  known  at  the  time. 

These  are  not  the  results  of  religion,  but  the  bloody  deeds  of  peculiar  faith  abeoln- 
tism.     The  testimony  of  affiliated  followers  decides  this  for  all  such. 

All  are  wrong  but  theirs,  and  the  whole  world  must  be  participant  thereof.  From 
the  most  ancient  times,  through  various  scenes  up  to  the  present,  the  world  must  be  in 
abeyance  thereto. 

The  world  must  look  on  this  republic,  that  has  begun  so  well,  and  keep  apart  politics 
from  state  official  faith,  and  all  such  matters,  and  have  no  sectional  intrigues  for  factions 
to  flourish. 

Electioneering  should  not  be  the  order  of  the  day,  but  on  personal  merits.  It  is  the 
duty  of  citizens  to  seek  modest  statesmen.  All  virtuous  citizens  should  exercise  the 
noblest  of  all  rights  and  privileges,  the  elective  franchise,  in  its  purity,  with  proper  and 
correct  judgment. 

The  popular  protection  is  a  sacred  feature  in  such  institutions.  I^reedom  is  assert- 
ing her  own  in  establishing  the  homestead  exemption,  whereby  all  destitute  ikinilies> 
nroprietors,  secure  a  residence  free  from  execution.  The  whole  world  must  do  this, 
in  sustaininp^  the  poor  independently,  the  greatest  amount  of  public  virtue  accrues. 
The  corrupting  influences  in  elections,  by  drinking  and  treating,  ought  to  be  counter- 
acted by  the  conservative  body  of  citizens,  who  should  positively  vote  against  the 
advocates  of  all  such  corruption,  as  directly  seeking  to  bribe  the  people. 

How  often  is  it  that  candidates  have  their  vices  thrown  up  to  them,  thereby  reflect- 
ing the  merits  of  a  constitutional  government.  The  severest  penalties  within  the 
limits  of  justice  should  be  instituted  against  all  that  violate  the  inestimable  benefit  of 
the  elective  franchise.     Its  highest  purity  should  be  preserved. 

Observers  can  see  bow  far  candidates  can  cater  for  favoritism,  by  double  dealing. 
What  shall  be  done  against  the  odious  vices  of  electioneering  ?  How  oflen  is  it  that 
the  manly  character,  scorning  to  be  the  demagogue  and  sycophant,  are  foiled  in  office 
before  the  people  ?  Man  has  to  go  to  executive  office  candidates  to  learn  the  devices 
of  human  nature.  Some  study  intrigue  and  baseness  all  their  life,  and  neveor  teU  the 
truth,  unless  to  their  interest 

We  must  have  all  elections  official  by  the  people,  without  gerrymandering,  or  any 
such  political  intrigue,  to  fix  office  dynasties  throughout  the  state,  an  official  tyraoar 
and  oppression.  '^ 
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nreemen  lurre  to  guard  agaiost  Hie  misdeeds  and  evils  of  eleoiioneering.  No  free- 
lan  shonld  suffer  improper  influences  to  weigh  in  regard  to  his  vote.  He  should  act 
exempt  from  favor  or  affection  in  this  glorious  privilege.  Many  electioneer  to  commit 
the  voter  prior  4o  election.  He  should  only  promise  Uie  best  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject and  candidatos. 

The  right  of  trial  by  jury  does  not  by  a  long  sight  procure  the  requisite  justice. 
Moch  depends  on  the  judges. 

The  people,  as  they  prize  all  their  blessings,  must  preserve  the  purity  of  electiona, 
to  keep  all  matters  straight. 

Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  grand  jury,  and  other  blessings,  can  hardly  equal  the  purity 
of  elections. 

Republics  have  progressed  to  the  best  control  of  their  expenses,  and  shonld  econo- 
mize in  all  particulars. 

None  should  long  delay  or  defer  public  state  debts,  that  should  never  be  contracted 
without  the  consent  of  the  constituency,  beyond  a  specified  amount. 

Office-seeking,  and  buying  at  the  expense  of  principles,  are  the  bane  of  even 
republics. 

That  spirit  of  showing  preference  to  persons  once  distinguifiiied  through  their  base 
conceits,  is  a  tribute  basely  paid. 

Republics  present  the  nearest  approach  of  equal  righto  of  citizens ;  but  even  here  we 
see,  in  conflicts  where  the  moneyed  power  is  wielded,  that  there  is  but  little  chance, 
unless  both  sides  have  that  power. 

If  ever  treason  becomes  obsolete,  it  would  be  in  constitutional  republies,  and  ever 
green  it  must  be  in  despotisms ;  but  we  would  miserably  mistake  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  world-safety  to  reach  this  as  an  absolute  conclusion. 

All  representative  power  is  delegated  on  trust,  and  when  the  representative  can 
neither  act  to  instructions  and  his  conscience,  then  resignation  fulfils  the  best  obligations 
as  a  republican,  I  say. 

Who  can  wonder  at  the  revolutions  of  the  world,  for  government,  religion,  and 
science  ?  Most  of  individuals,  as  nations,  may  be  surrounded  by  malign  influences. 
If  isolated,  mankind,  with  the  lighte  of  the  present  age  before  them,  would  become 
more  republican  and  liberal ;  but  when  surrounded  by  monarchists,  the  last  must  be  pat 
down,  ere  the  first  can  be  truly  confirmed. 

The  glorious  annexation  of  enlightened  views  is  spreading  in  the  progress  of  mind*ft 
refined  civilization,  and  is  dispensing  its  glorious  benefit  to  Uie  world. 

It  is  now  the  march  of  mind,  instead  of  martial  prowess.  If  the  first  be  rightly  dis- 
pensed, the  last  can  be  dispensed  with.  ^ 

The  advocates  of  monarchy  affect  that  it  soite  a  dense  population.  It  suits  none. 
The  constitotional  principles  of  free  government  only  meet  the  demands  of  mind,  in  ito 
amplest  requisitions,  throughout  the  world.  The  Chinese  are  the  very  people  to  have 
constitotional  government.  Is  England  free  ?  Does  she  keep  up  that  doctrine  with 
the  rest  of  the  world  ?  Is  she  not  now  acting  most  unjustly  to  half  the  world  ?  To 
Asia,  Africa  ?  As  a  mighty  nation,  she  has  much  of  the  world's,  mind's  righto,  under 
her  dominion.  It  is  monarchy  that  is  radical,  and  sings  the  delusive  song  that  the 
peoole  cannot  rule  in  all  the  world. 

Human  nature  cannot  be  worse  than  the  priestocracy  make  it,  for  they  first  libel  their 
Creator,  and  then  turn  round  and  libel  mind  for  not  conspiring  with  them.  Were  there 
ever  a  worse  degraded  set  of  those  clothed  in  human  fiesh,  disgracing  human  natore  ? 
Mind,  innocent  and  pure,  needs  nothing  of  them,  in  no  respect  whatever.  Let  them 
stond  aside,  as  impertinent  impostors  on  the  rights  of  free  institutions.  The  consum- 
mation of  constitutional  republican  government  will  elicit  the  union  of  the  world,  and 
the  congratulations  of  ito  five  organic  and  appurtenant  divisions.  A  government  of  con- 
stitotional principles  demands  to  be  the  only  one  of  all.  In  good  faith,  the  world's  five 
grand  divisions  must  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of  the  whole. 

People  of  Europe,  organize  yourselves  at  once,  now  and  forever,  for  one  grand  con- 
stitotional union  of  confederated  states.  Ask  of  your  agento,  the  kings,  emperors, 
autocracies,  to  give  you  all  proper  representative  government,  and  to  resign  as  your 
legitimate  trust  agents.  That  they  should  obey  your  proper  instructions,  op  else  they 
penure  themselves  before  the  whole  world. 

Now,  what  Europe  should  be,  let  Asia  too. 

Australia  and  Africa  will  follow  America.  Let  all  the  world  act  out,  with  moral  and 
religious  bravery.  Let  the  world  be  freed  from  the  pernicious  malignity  of  peculiaz 
evils  and  wrongs,  faiths  and  absolutism  the  right  way. 

If  these  continental  unions  be  promoted,  then  China  may  put  down  effectually  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9m  KATKOKAL  BSLIGION  AITD  HOR^IB. 

nmxggle  of  India  with  opimn  carried  on  by  Ae  imperial  power  of  England,  the  ia 
aions  of  the  northern  barbarians  more  effectually  than  by  a)i  fleets  or  walls.    Also  the 
aouthern  pirates,  especially. 

The  outsiders  and  insiders  will  then  unite  on  honorable  terms  of  conquest,  orer  aS 
the  unprincipled  pirates  of  the  world,  and  the  whole  earth  need  not  fear  the  conquests 
of  piratical  chieftains. 

Now,  Asiatics,  ye  see  that  your  governments  cannot  begin  to  protect  you,  uncasting 
you  as  citizens,  despoiling  you  as  people,  and  ruining  you  as  nations.  You  have  beea 
the  prey  of  military  barbarism  too  long  ;  let  now  the  best  efforts  of  rational  mind  eieval« 
you  to  its  honorable  dignity.  Renounce  forever  all  the  imbecility  of  your  customs  and 
ycjur  peculiar  faith,  and  ask  of  God,  in  his  purity,  all  that  enlightened  minds  and  brave 
souls  can  win. 

Conservative  principles  alone  will  give  permanency  to  national  existence. 

Libej^ists,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  millions  in  £urope,  speak  now  by  yoai 
actions.  What  are  you  all  about  ?  Organize  to-day  a  constitutional  representative  gov- 
ernment, on  conservative,  not  radical  revolution.  Do  you  wish  more  was  diffused  orer 
Europe,  and  millions  of  the  human  race  butchered?  Are  you  content  with  the 
pageantry  of  military  shows  to  make  the  demonstration  of  peculiar  power  over  yoar 
best  rights  ?  The  rights  of  the  world  are  outraged  on  land  and  ocean,  enough  to  cause 
all  monotheists  to  see  the  savage  and  cowardly  bullying  of  large  states  oppressing  the 
smaller,  appropriately  arrested :  and  all  that  can  be  only  done  by  continental  unioos. 
Tou  cannot  reach  the  noblest  of  all  free  triumphs,  a  liberal  conservative  revc^utioo, 
without  you  rise  as  one  united  body,  with  a  due  concert  of  action. 

Large  nationa  can  act  with  impunity,  what  destroys  and  denationalizes  snail  ones. 
The  whole  world  needs  republican  institutions,  to  put  down  all  the  ridiculous,  cornipt, 
rotten  systems  of  the  social,  political,  and  national  framework  of  perverted  miod. 

Why  cumber  kings  and  autocrats  the  chairs  of  state,  that  they  are  unworthy  to  hoM, 
as  they  seek  to  deceive  their  people  by  false,  bad  faith,  pretending  it  ]to  be  religion! 
Let  their  salaries  be  for  the  indigent :  let  all  the  excesses  of  superfluities  be  'to  prevent 
paupers. 

Liberalists  of  Europe,  who  number  more  than  one  hundred  millions  ?  Yon,  a  ms- 
jority,  speak  with  all  your  moral  force,  for  the  noblest  conservative  revolution.  Well 
can  the  central  nation  of  the  earth,  so  far  as  her  position  between  the  two  mightiest 
oceans  make  her,  be  looked  to  by  the  whole  world. 

Let  all  nations  institute  systems  and  means  of  rational  education  for  all. 

It  is  the  world^s  duty  to  prevent  the  five  grand  divisions  from  hurting  each  other,  and 
that  can  be  only  accomplished  by  rational  principles  of  constitutional  government.  The 
world  should  have  all  things  done  at  the  right  time.  No  governmental  power  must 
presume  on  policy,  cunning,  but  on  principles.  None  should  commit  themselves  to  aor 
other  than  principle.  Who  is  up  to  the  civilization  of  this  constitutional  government  1 
Civilization  of  equal  magnitude  had  not  dawned  among  the  ancients.  Our  fathers  have 
only  made  a  beginnmg,  and  their  posterity  has  to  act  equal  to  the  best  conservaUTe 
revolution. 

It  is  not  mereljr  to  follow  what  they  have  done — that  is  foolish,  if  the  lights  of  the 
age  add  a  more  brilliant  and  a  nobler  light,  suitable  to  originate  a  better,  on  their  plat- 
form.    This  is  the  highest  of  conservatism. 

Never  fail  to  vote,  citizen.  Do  not  omit  that  inestimable  privilege,  as  yoo  thereby 
promote  the  full  success  of  principles  that  rightly  govern  the  world. 

Let  the  weaker  states,  especially,  consider  of  aU  that  is  expedient  for  universal  wel> 
fare,  to  be  best  promoted  by  continental  or  grand  division  unions. 

Aristocracy  is  now  superfluous  as  monarchy,  after  the  people  can  govern  themselves, 
and  that  they  can,  the  world  proves.  Put  all  nations  on  equal  rights  of  constitutional 
government,  and  who  will  seek  war  ?  Nothing  less  than  international  constitutional 
government  can  solve  the  peace  problem  of  the  world.  AH  peculiar  faith  people,  now 
join  God^s  standard,  and  discard  your  foolish  and  corrupt  priestocracy,  all  over  the 
world — and  by  so  doing  you  drop  all  your  governments  false  to  your  good,  mind,  and 
its  Creator. 

Give  up  the  churches,  and  leave  them  in  their  nothingness ;  by  so  doing,  you  retain 
your  religion,  and  make  it  rational. 

Leave  off'all  peculiar  faith,  not  only  as  a  nullity  but  as  a  world,  mind,  mankind  cao^e. 
This  is  the  stronghold  of  despotism.  Let  free  and  intelligent  world  citizens  break  this 
hold,  and  the  theatre  is  a  clear  one  for  rational  mind.  Let  the  world  know  what  is  reli- 
gion, that  none  but  free  people  know  now. 

Not  only  justice,  but  liberality  throughout  the  worid,  is  inculcated,  by  the  universal 
comity  of  nations. 
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The  world  fighting  business  is  very  expensive,  &nd  only  proves  that  mind's  perver- 
sions pay  for  the  evils  of  its  world's  creation.  When  each  grand  division  of  the  earth 
has  its  constitutional  goveilnnient  established,  then  just  so  much  navy  and  army  as  will 
keep  down  insubordination,  smuggling,  piracy,  mobs,  unnily  spirits,  &c.,  may  be 
tolerated. 

Proper  patriotism  must  never  be  compromised  :  proper  constitutional  laws  should  be 
obeyed,  administered,  and  executed,  and  the  world's  universal  good  established. 

Come,  sovereigns  of  the  earth,  it  is  time  for  you  to  resign,  and  let  the  true  sovereigns  . 
be  self-governed.     Let  a  star-world  imitate  a  star-nation. 

A  constitutional  government  is  essentially  expedient  for  all  five  grand  divisions  of 
the  earth,  to  guard  and  protect,  in  all  the  departments  of  rational  mind,  as  in  all  great 
matters  of  nationality. 

Ancestors  have  no  more  right  to  seek  to  bind  posterity,  in  contmcts  of  debts,  by  ex- 
cessive expenditures,  than  to  leave  them  obsolete  bibles  and  their  abominable  church 
despotisms — to  curse  them  with  the  priestocracy,  if  they  do  not  believe — ^at  the  same  time 
posterity  cannot  absolve  itself  from  any  claims  of  debts  of  equitable'  demands  of  the 
nation.  The  nation  knows  no  ancestors,  no  posterity,  in  her  debts,  that  must  be  paid  ; 
therefore,  the  most  exact  justice  requires  no  debts  to  be  contracted  that  will  be  national 
evils.  As  to  not  being  able  to  borrow,  tlie  rulers  have  no  right  to  bind  the  capitalists 
to  usury  laws.  The  rulers  are  the  usurers,  and  should  tax  the  people  for  all  necessary 
expedients,  not  encumber  the  world  with  their  crimes,  and  drain  continents,  and  butcher 
and  poison  the  people,  in  the  draining,  to  cover  the  errors  of  false  and  fatal  ambition. 
If  this  be  strictly  adhered  to,  the  true  people  will  ever  seek  to  be  just  to  themselves,  as 
dictated  by  their  best  and  vital  interests. 

They  will  hardly  enter  into  protracted  wars,  that  beget  the  heaviest  and  most  onerons 
taxes,  to  be  paid  by  themselves,  reaping  but  equivocal  glory  and  no  profit.  There  is  a 
paramount  debt  due  from  ancestors  to  posterity,  to  leave  the  expansiveness  of  a  liberal 
mind  the  capacity  inherent  of  being  rational  and  civilized,  not  to  be  tory  to  mind,  God, 
and  his  unmistakable  teachings.  The  priestocracy  enter  into  no  such  calculations,  and 
are  to  be  forever  excluded,  as  wo|:ld  and  mind  unworthy. 

The  hundred  millions  of  freemen  in  Europe  must  be  rightly  invoked,  by  all  rational 
addresses  to  their  minds.  The  bribed  sophists  of  sophisticated  governments  of  church 
and  state  are  not  only  paid  but  licensed  in  their  sinful  sophistry,  to  seduce,  cheat,  and 
defraud  the  world,  for  the  sake  of  false  government.  China,  break  down  your  inside 
walls  of  bigotry,  and  bad  government ;  c^l  for  a  union  of  Asia. 

Men  of  Europe !  Organize,  organize,  not  agitate,  openly  and  above  board — ^assert 
your  inherent  rights,  that  you  ought  to  protect  properly,  as  one  hundred  millions  of  lib- 
eralists  in  Europe — a  most  momentous  question.  Communicate  with  each  other.  Let 
it  be  done  openly ;  ask  for  a  continental  convention  of  all  Europe,  to  establish  one  uni- 
versal government.  Do  so,  monotheists  of  the  world.  Let  emperors  know  that  mono- 
theists  are  their  superiors,  ^  the  first  dignitaries  of  the  earth. 

Nothing  can  excel  this,  the  most  high  and  pure-minded  on  earth,  in  life.  The  civil- 
izers  of  the  world  must  not  be  put  back  by  emperor  pontififs,  who  tell  their  vassal  bishops 
about  peculiar  faith.  > 

All  that  is  follv.  Mature  your  views,  liberalists ;  do  not  spill  one  drop  of  blood. 
Who  are  amenable  for  the  blood  of  the  French  revolution  ?  The  whole  question  must 
be  comprehended  most  wisely,  and  the  position  looked  at  that  crushed  mind  for  centu- 
ries.    It  was  the  evil  genius  of  peculiar  education  and  government. 

Government  was  instituted  for  the  world's  benefit,  including  all  mankind,  and  is  conser- 
vative when  it  embraces  principles  inherent  improper  national,  continental  and  universal 
basis  of  permanency.  Not  because  some  things  are  used  in  monarchies  or  aristocracies, 
are  they  to  be  rejected  by  supposed  republics,  much  less  adopted  because  used  by  the  last 
Let  Uie  progressive  light  of  expansive  mind  genius,  create  all  the  fundamental  structure 
to  elicit  the  mighty  world  fabric.  Conservative  principles  that  will  prevent  an  indi- 
vidual, doing  as  the  world  sycophancy  directs  at  Rome  or  gold  mines,  are  what  religion 
institutes,  and  when  carried  out  rationally,  will  secure  the  world's  inherent  rights  and 
protection.  All  necessary  governments  must  be  duly  amended  as  requisite,  to  be  duly 
respected.  The  conventions  of  the  five  grand  divisions  and  appurtenant  islands,  can 
meet  so  as  to  make  tho  complete  circuit,  tu  create  a  right-toned  sentiment  throughout 
the  world. 

Let  the  English  language  become  the  proper  world  langut^e.  By  this  world  orga- 
nization, rational  mind  will  seek  to  embrace  and  comprehend  its  liberal  expansiveness, 
and  arrest  any  powerful  nation  that  is  after  any  improper  world  policy,  to  bully  on  the 
ocean  or  pirate  on  the  world.  Let  the  world  have  access  to  both,  through  continental 
constitutional  governments.    Any  nation  that  is  not  tried  in  the  various  fields  of  world 
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labor,  ocean  and  land,  ia  not  adequate  for  all  man'a  theatre.  Conaervatnre  govenunent 
is  that  which  elicits  all  the  principles  conseryative  to  the  world's  proper  goTemment, 
not  because  they  are  used  by  this  or  that  form  of  government,  but  because  thej  wers 
conservative  to  the  proper  standard,  which  protects  all  properly.  No  nation  or  indi- 
tidual  should  contract  any  debts,  without  the  means  of  payment. 

They  should  institute  sinking  funds,  so  much  per  cent,  yearly  on  taxes,  to  sustain  as 
a  sacred  fund  the  most  important  world's  demands. 

They  should  institute  an  apprentice  system,  for  all  needing  labor  for  aupport,  the  ap- 
prentices  the  last  year  to  receive  wages,  and  all  timely  rational  education,  which  must 
DO  supervised  by  responsible  citizens,  to  see  that  the  failure  be  duly  remedied,  not  after- 
wards when  no  pecuniary  compensation  can  make  amends  for  lost  rational  education. 
The  world  needs  proper  self-proteciion,  which  must  come  by  proper  instruction.  Voters 
for  representations  ought  to  be  duly  qualified ;  property-holders  should  vote  for  protec- 
tion as  well  as  taxation  to  property.  But  all  this  difficulty  may  be  superseded,  by  the 
universal  homestead  to  all  families  needing  it.  When  the  world  ia  correctly  governed 
by  constitutional  goyernmeots,  the  productions  of  the  soil  will  be  appropriately  gradu- 
ated to  the  proper  demands  of  vital  existence.  Then  luxuries  will  yield  to  neceaaaries, 
as  the  sublimity  and  grandeur  of  religion  are  to  reach  the  consummation  of  appropriate 
constitutional  government.  Liberalists,  teach  your  mooarchs  that  they  have  mistaken  the 
object  of  their  creation,  that  it  was  for  the  holiest,  best  promotion  of  rational  mind,  oot 
act  in  collusion  with  false  faith  and  government ;  that  they  are  bound  to  give  the  pvoper 
display  of  rational  religion,  and  its  constituent  free  government,  not  unite  in  fslooiogs 
oppression  and  see  domestic  troubles  throughout  Europe,  till  the  end  of  time.  TeB 
your  miscreant  dictators,  that  without  principle,  they  are  nothing,  that  without  prin- 
ciple they  have  no  religion,  with  all  their  faithless  bad  faith. 

OFFICE  HOLDERS, 

Independence  of  character  ought  to  be  the  motto  of  every  true-minded  man,  to  the 
extentthatmanlineesand  virtue  require.  If  worthy,  his  country  may  well  select  him 
from  his  business  or  avocation,  to  represent  her  properly.  He  should  not  permit  mere 
public  fame  or  personal  popularity,  to  usurp  his  more  substantial  attributes. 

A  regular- employment,  that  is  calculated  to  enable  man  to  reach  a  future  competency, 
is  far  preferable  to  office-hunting,  as  the  incumbent  may  not  remain  a  sufficient  time  io 
do  justice  to  his  talents  as  an  officer,  much  less  to  his  condition  of  life  as  a  man. 

AH  competent  men  should  as  rational  beings,  for  proper  employment  of  time,  secure 
a  proper  business  capacity,  trade  or  profession  for  a  permanent  living,  then  they  can  ad 
as  becomes  freemen.  Office  will  seek  the  man,  there  will  be  less  proscription,  the 
country  will  be  more  faithfully  and  honestly  served,  patriotism  will  be  duly  appreciated, 
and  moral  stocks  will  rise  beyond  calculation.  There  will  then  be  no  cause  for  poli- 
tical proscription,  and  the  blessings  of  a  representative  government  will  behest  insured. 

Appointments  by  mere  political  influence,  too  often  detract  from  the  blessings  of  cor- 
rect government,  and  tend  to  destroy  the  worth  and  usefulness  of  office.  Many  that 
have  valuable  gifts  of  mind,  lose  their  full  value  for  want  of  exercising  sound  judgment, 
in  acquiring  an  independence  of  property,  to  protect  themselves  against  all  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  political  exposure. 

Why  then  could  minds  of  the  right  calibre,  need  office  from  government  generally  ? 

They  would  be  thrown  out  of  regular  business,  and  their  affairs  might  be  in  a  deranged 
state,  unless  proper  system  is  maintained  by  the  individuals. 

The  principal  position  is,  neither  seek  nor  decline  proper  office  generally.  When  the 
soldier  is  needed,  all  true  patriots  will  rush  to  the  rescue. 

How  wrong  is  it,  that  voters  should  commit  themselves  to  candidates,  prior  to  inves- 
tigation of  merits  in  the  elective  franchise  ?  History,  by  the  time  the  election  arrives, 
'  may  show  some  worthless,  unqualified  and  unworthy  of  a  freeman^s  vote.  All  should 
be  cautious  in  estimating  too  lightly  a  freeman^s  privilege,  to  secure  which,  cost  so 
much  blood  and  treasure.    'None  should  neglect  this  invaluable  right,  none  misdirect  iu 

Patriots  have  to  travel  in  this  life  a  straight  track,  and  let  it  be  their  own  track,  and  no 
one  else^s  surely,  not  a  demagogue's. 

The  abuses  of  government  officers,  are  obvious  in  all  kinds  of  governments. 

The  exactions  of  those  in  China,  are  enormous.     Are  they-not  so  elsewhere  ? 

The  peculations  of  those  in  the  United  States,  often  go  unpunished.  We  are  that 
much  short  of  proper  government.  Salaries  should  be  adequate,  to  secure  the  best 
talents  and  Integrity,  to  prevent  peculation  and  smuggling.  There  must  be  no  public 
plunder. 
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SfbDggUng  in.  Spain  and  PortugaVit  is  said,  prevails,  and  the  octttiabandista  ore 
winked  at  by  the  custom  house  officers,  who. make  aU  clear  that  they  detect.  "Whal 
Te&aiity  of  public  officers  and  officials !  Wise  laws,  and  properly  admiuistered  by 
adequately  paid  officials,  are  eaaential  to  all  nations. 

What  a  noble  pursuit  agriculture  is,  to  render  the  world  independent  of  the  necessity 
of  seeking  office.  Agricvutttral  societies  should  be  promoted  by  all  the  legitimate  means 
of  the  country  and  world. 

Moreover  is  needed  the  assistance  of  mechanics,  mining  and  manufactures.  What 
value  is  mind,  to  secure  labor-saving  machines  1  By  these  advancing  with  an  equal 
step,  a  proper  relation  is  maintained  for  true  national  independence,  and  an  insurance  for 
adequate  markets.  Then  arises  the  refining  influence  of  commertse  aided  by  navigationt 
that  embraces  the  whole  world  in  its  beneficial  influences.  The  whole  area  of  mind's 
employment  is  thus  enlarged  to  the  most  liberal  comprehension,  and  the  character  of  tho 
merclmnt  commingles  with  the  world^s  mighty  functionaries. 

National  legislation  that,  if  wise,  difiuses  its  conservative  aid  to  mankind,  can  find  no 
department  more  worthy  than  national  finances.  AU  the  ffreat  elements  embrace  prin- 
ciples, and  cannot  be  identified  with  party,  nor  be  excluded  thereby.  Whatever  is  iden- 
tified with  true  national  prosperity,  and  especially  not  in  antagonism  with  the  world's 
welfare,  should  be  accredited  as  permanent  policy. 

No  system  of  finance  should  be  instituted  that  would  involve  national  demoralization. 
If  any  should  create  any  tendency  to  smuggling,  it  should  be  forthwith  discountenanced. 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  congress,  is  reported  as  saying :  *'  Under  an  advalorem  duty,  insert 
what  ^rd  you  please,  and  still  the  treasury  would  be  robbed.'*  '*  Men  who  regarded 
their  mterest  only,  would  get  round  the  law  by  perjury  and  fraud.  It  was  a  conunon 
saying,  and  a  practical  principle  all  over  the  commercial  world,  that  custom-house  oaths 
had  no  binding  force !"  Now  we  come  at  world  facts.  What,  then,  would  be  done  for 
peculiar  faith,  the  most  influential  thing  of  all  mind  influences  and  persuasions  ?  It 
could  enlist  nearly  a  world  perjury. 

The  beauty  of  correct  principles  of  government  is,  not  to  entrust  office  too  long  to 
any,  only  as  best  promotive  of  the  good  of  the  whole  and  the  principles  that  sustain 
them.  This  begets  a  proper  national  independence  that  reflectB  the  best  patriotism  in 
office,  and  the  best  offices  on  patriotism.  The  policy  uf  all  correct  governmental  ad- 
ministrations should  be,  to  have  no  dishonest  office-holders,  or  who  do  properly  punish 
them  fur  malfeasance  in  office.  What  better  otherwise  is  it  than  absolutism  ?  Living 
salaries  injure  fidelity,  character  and  good  faith.  Give  adequate  salaries  and  remuner- 
ation. Indififerent  candidates  run,  that  would  not  be  nominated  if  proper  salaries  were 
given.  Nominations  ought  to  be  made  or  exercised  by  intelligent  freemen,  who  are 
the  beneficiaries  of  candidates,  not  by  caucus,  without  responsibility,  but  by  American- 
spirit,  nothing  less  than  proper  liberal  repnblicaniBm.  What  might  not  the  world  stock 
be  to  support  those  really  in  want,  if  we  could  get  persons  rightfully  to  disburse  all  that 
was  entrusted.  Why  so  much  defrauding  of  Sie  public  treasury  ?  Are  not  republics 
trustworthy  ?  Are  monarchies  more  so  than  they  ?  Do  not  create  nuisances  by  low 
or  inadequate  salaries.  There  must  be  no  peculation  or  embezzlement  of  government 
funds.  If  fraud  be  committed  by  officials,  punish  all,  high  and  low,  equally,  without 
obstruction  of  the  supreme  rights  of  the  people.  Proper  rotation  in  office  roust  be  kept 
up,  and  offices  should  be  filled  by  worthy  and  respectable  citizens,  not  political  par- 
tisans. Some  may  regret  failure  to  obtain  office,  whilst  many  others  may  regret  getting 
it,  as  they  fell  by  temptation,  and  were  crushed  in  spirit  and  feelings  to  death. 

The  people  must  familiarize  their  mind  to  great,  good  and  virtuous  actions,  and  pre- 
serve the  guardianship  of  the  best  laws.  There  should  be  no  delay  of  public  justice — 
no  connivance  at  fraud,  peculation  or  speculation  in  the  wealth  of  government ;  but  fair 
and  honorable  competition. 

PARENTS  AND  CHILDREN. 

The  world  is  most  deeply  concerned  in  parental  and  filial  relations.  Parents  sbonkl 
never  let  children  grow  up  in  ignorance,  much  less  in  error ;  give  them  no  peculiar 
education  but  the  noble  position  of  rational  principles.  They  wish  them  to  know  the 
world,  not  only  in  sunshine,  which  alone  will  not  answer ;  but  all  should  seek  to  know 
it  in  the  shade,  in  the  storm  as  calm,  adversity  as  prosperity, — ^in  revolution,  conserva- 
tive, if  necessary,  as  in  the  mildest  stages. 

Prepare  them  for  the  great  scenes  of  life,  to  fearlessly  originate  utilitarian  mea- 
sures, with  which  those  of  the  world  may  dash  by  self-interest-antagonism,  where  that 
self*intereat  cares  nothing  for  principle,  the  more  turbulent  the  clanoish  aatagonism.    . 
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Rich  children,  at  literary  institutions,  shoald  never  have  excess  of  monej,  that 
abstracts  their  mind  from  study,  and  carries  them  on  to  dissipation  and  bad  habiti. 
Touth  can  hardly  study  when  the  means  of  temptation  are  pushed  on  them.  In  ihk 
particular  is  more  absurd,  if  not  criminal  miamanageiiient,  by  weak  and  ignorant  parents, 
than  from  most  other  sources. 

Yielding  to  petted  children  their  wrong,  headstrong  and  ruinous  way,  is  reflectire  oa 
the  intelligence  and  morals  of  parents,  who  ought  to  have  guardians  themselves,  if  they 
will  not  act  the  guardians  of  mind  for  their  own  offspring  in  all  vital  essentials.  They 
should  be  taught  the  proper  relation  of  things  by  the  proper  use,  not  the  abuse.  The 
scattering  of  property  speedily  scatters  the  owners,  and  throws. upon  them  the  rebuke 
of  the  most  poignant  reflections.     Partiality  to  children  is  very  wrong. 

Some  may  be  raised  to  spend  money,  others  to  make  it.  Justice  is  done  the  last ; 
and  if  the  first  become  gamblers,  spendthriAs  and  debauchees,  most  cau  reproach  their 
parents.    Their  conduct  in  life  will  reflect  on  parents. 

Do  parents,  by  their  remiss,  loose  way  of  education,  bring  up  their  sons  to  be  dissi- 
pated, or  drunkards  1  Retributive  justice  will  ensue.  No  system  will  be  saSe  but  that 
which  recognises  mind  as  identified  with  soul.  The  parental  and  filial  relations  are 
most  rational  the  lifetime. 

What  a  mental  treasure  will  children  obtain,  who  are  competent,  by  not  only  advice^ 
but  parental,  social  and  religious  training,  to  possess  a  reputation  that  will  soatain  and 
carry  man  where  money  will  not,  but  endow  him  with  the  best  appreciation  of  his  future 
good. 

What  a  blessed  thing  it  is  for  children  to  be  bom  of  honest  and  wise  parents,  whom 
they  can  duly  respect  and  love !  There  is  then  no  danger  that  their  children  will  be 
outcasts,  when  they  can  be  duly  enlightened,  at  the  right  time  and  way,  by  rational 
principles,  that  teach  mind  and  correct  its  errors  by  rational  education. 

Such  parents  will  show  the  right,  not  refractory  spirit — will  not  outrage  feelings,  but 
counteract  evil.  They  will  not  permit  any  nursery  tales  of  superatition,  all  made  by 
pious  frauds,  or  accommodated  to  the  profits  of  the  clergy  and  the  penitentiary.  Chil- 
dren's depravity  may  be  increased  by  idleness.  Parents'  night  police  is  essential  io 
proper  restriction.  Parents  should  never  entrust  their  children  to  any  and  every  per- 
son and  company,  school  and  society.  Parents,  do  your  children  need  your  aid  to 
give  them  a  proper  start  in  life  ?     You  may  be  too  late  in  assisting  your  oflfspniig. 

Do  not  have  the  minds  of  children  crushed  or  petted-*either  way  spoilt.  Parents 
wish  their  children  to  steer  clear  of  drink,  lust,  crime  and  vice,  then  they  most  all  reW 
on  proper,  universal  tests.  Parents  should  not  let  children,  large  enough  to  work^  \k 
idle  or  lounge  about.  Children  are  thus  often  miseducated,  and  brought  up  by  parents 
improperly. 

Many  parents  do  not  underatand  to  rear  children,  who  are  consequently  spoOt  early 
in  life,  and  are  rendered  a  curae  instead  of  a  blessing  to  the  world.  Do  tiiey  thank 
their  parents,  for  their  treachery  to  their  duty  ?  Parents  are  thus  amenable  to  their 
country  and  the  world  thereby  injured. 

There  is  nothing  more  important  than  right  rational  raising,  and  yet  children  are  thus 
ruined  abundantly.  What  can  compensate  therefor  ?  What  a  crying  shame  !  It  is 
not  for  want  of  bibles  of  tradition,  that  never  can  meet  the  question,  but  it  is  from  waac 
of  using  the  appropriate  civilization  of  mind,  that  thus  pays  forfeit  to  society.  It  is 
dire  neglect,  want  of  cultivation  of  good  qualities,  and  over-exertion  of  bad  propensi- 
ties. 

Parents  must  teach  children  to  comprehend  and  practice  all  the  principles  and  duties 
of  life  and  the  world  ;  to  omit  naught  of  what  ought  to  be,  nor  commit  aught  of  what 
ought  not  to  be. 

One  of  the  most  important  things  in  the  world,  is  society,  which  the  world  shouU 
properly  establish,  support,  enjoy,  and  do  appropriate  justice  to.  In  this,  the  highest 
honor  is  implied  or  expressed. 

Children  should  thank  tbeir  God  that  they  are  indebted  to  kind  parents  or  guardians, 
friends  and  good  citizens,  the  wisest  governmental  institutions  in  the  world,  and  that 
they  have  rightly  profited  therefrom. 

They  may  thank  all  such  for  their  rational  education,  for  their  escapes  from  the  wiles 
and  curaes  of  social  harpies.  Mind  at  an  early  age  could  not  see  al»tra(^t  notions,  and 
include  the  same  duty  with  attributes  and  principles.  The  world  cannot  obliterate  the 
finer,  chaster  feelings  with  impunity ;  if  it  produce  bad  actions,  it  creates  bad  hahits. 
All  useful  accomplishnients  should  be  embraced  in  the  plan  of  rational  education  —  all 
these  rational  accomplishments  of  mind,  as  music,  thorough  science,  philosophy,  souod 
ratiocination — no  treachery  to  mind,  by  pervenions  of  faith-sophistry. 

Parents  must  not  enshive  their  children,  exhort,  not  brutaUy  force  them  to  duty,  ai^ 
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they  will  lore  and  leyerence  yon,  most  preferably  to  fear.  UndeiataDd  how  to  raise 
your  children.  Do  so  rightly.  If  children  be  badly  raised,  they  may  turn  against  their 
own  parents,  and  mistreat  them  for  retribation. 

Principles  will  vindicate  themselves. 

The  least  that  the  world  shoald  say  is,  we  did  our  utmost,  that  the  highest  filial  duty 
and  reverence  for  parents  prompted. 

It  is  essential  that  parents  should  excite  the  highest  respect,  among  their  children. 

Duty  is  pleasant,  but  that  of  affection  bestows  a  blessing  that  cannot  be  surpassed, 
richer  than  all  of  earth.  Children  should  seek  the  honor  of  their  dying  parents.  The 
inculcation  of  all  necessary  good  habits  to  children,  will  be  their  everlasting  good  to  all. 

The  good  habits  of  early  rising  to  both  sexes  create  health,  pleasure,  and  wisdom,  an 
exuberance  of  much  that  is  practicably  good. 

Children  should  be  caused  to  cultivate  the  best  disposition,  and  exercise  dieerfulness. 
The  highest  object  of  parents  will  be  attained,  by  a  faithful  seeking  to  make  them  the 
ornaments  of  human  nature.  The  world  should  be  guarded,  at  once,  against  all  the 
insidious  wiles  of  mankind. 

Do  not  let  you  children  associate  on  terms  of  intimacy  or  friendship  with  those  that 
you  think  they  should  not  marry.  What  can  you  expect  of  human  nature  ?  If  you  do 
not  keep  them  at  first  excluded  from  such  companionship,  do  not  stupidly,  brutalize 
nature  afterwards,  and  expose  yourself  to  cruel  taunts,  or  more  cruel,  if  not  degrading 
hazards. 

What  can  the  world  expect  of  the  insidious  seducer  ?  Better  had  people  of  virtooos 
feelings  and  refined  sensibility  forego  their  lifetime,  all  the  supposed  advantages  of 
society — better  had  they  see  their  whole  family  excluded  from  the  world,  and  rest  on 
their  dignity,  than  ever  know  some  of  the  world's  wretches. 

Are  some  aware  that  their  own  imprudence  tempts  guilt  ? 

Let  every  mind  be  reared  on  the  principle,  that  a  person  forfeits  his  right  to  the  use 
of  speech,  when  he  repeatedly  sacrifices  and  falsifies  his  word  and  honor.  How 
easily  some  people  let  the  most  important  events  pass  them  without  due  analysis,  which 
means  separating  truth  from  error.  The  world  should  see  to  it,  not  to  have  anything  in 
life  that  would  cause  a  studied  violation  of  veracity. 

Next  to  truth  and  honesty,  teach  children  the  worth  of  time. 

What  can  compare  with  mvaluable  time  ?  What  are  its  appropriate  functions  1  This 
is  one  of  the  world's  great  problems.  If  children  be  lost  in  the  raisings  not  to  estimate 
either  of  these,  can  money  compeisate  parents  ?  All  should  have  proper  and  full 
employment.  The  acts  of  mind  must  be  truly  carried  in  every  department  of  life,  and 
especially  should  its  guardian  care  be  solicited  about  youth,  who  should  never  be 
entrusted  with  any  means,  as  guns,  that  they  hardly  know  how  to  manage  or  load 
rightly. 

Parents  should  teach  their  children  the  invaluable  worth  of  veracity,  that  is  to  be 
maintained  with  invincible  moral  firmness.  They  should  be  taught  a  noble  and  gener- 
ous piety,  and  independence.  Beware,  as  you  value  your  soul,  of  teaching  peculiar 
faith  education  to  children.  They  must  be  taught  principles,  not  peculiar  faith,  else 
parents  may  expect  to  see  sorrow,  if  not  disgrace.     Principles  are  the  only  safety.  . 

When  a  youth  shoots  down  most  wantonly  an  inoffensive  female  Indian  in  the  forest, 
what  could  be  expected  short  of  retributive  justice  ? 

What  could  the  father  say,  when  he  was  forced  to  see  that  son  skinned  alive  by  the 
Indians  1 

Was  there  not  an  especial  Providence,  through  principles,  that  had  been  grossly 
abused  and  violated  1  What  better  could  have  been  instituted  than  a  prevention  of  til 
this,  by  the  right  use  of  rational  mind  duly  cultivated  ?  All  should  know  that  princi- 
ples. Deity's  most  faithful  representatives  in  the  universe,  have  a  self-vindication 
somewhere.     Children  amply  repay  to  parents  when  they  do  justice  to  this  position. 

They  are  bound  to  reverence  their  parents,  respect,  cherish,  and  love  them  affec- 
tionately, to  the  honorable  demands  of  nature.     They  must  estimate  them  as  duty  directs. 

Parents  will  inculcate  this  in  children  by  supreme  care  for  their  minds,  and  will  instil 
all  right  principles  to  lead  them  aright. 

Families  should  have  different  rooms  for  themselves  and  chDdren,  as  to  sexes,  to 
sleep  in. 

Ko  house  should  have  less  than  three  rooms,  if  at  all  practicable.  Good  raising  is 
worth  more  than  it  can  be  appreciated,  and  is  inestimable  to  all  good  society  and  honor- 
able states.     It  is  one  of  the  richest  jewels. 

Parents  may  teach  their  children  to  defraud,  and  aid  them  in  defrauding  others ;  but 
such  children  turil  the  tables  on  their  parents.  The  mother  teaches  her  ohildren  to 
steal,  and  finds  them  in  the  penitentiary  for  }heir  crimes. 
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What  an  indissoloUe  link  of  morals  is  there  between  parents  and  children ! 

The  duties  and  affection  of  parents  d'ecide  protection  to  their  children,  who  ahocdd  be 
allowed  at  proper  time  a  decent  respect  for  marriaf^e  preferences,  and  should  not  be 
discarded  or  outlawed,  except  for  disgrace  of  illegitimate  transactions. 

They  should  be  rarely,  if  ever,  discarded  or  renounced  altogether,  after  rigiitfal  msr- 
riage  with  those  of  their  choice.  How  many  children  have  had  their  spirits  crushed  bf 
mistreatment  of  this  kind,  who  might  by  want  be  forced,  as  millions  in  large,  oTergTova 
and  vicious  cities  are,  to  prosUiate  and  corrupt  themselves,  and  thus  indelibly  di^race 
their  whole  families. 

Wise  and  generous  parents  should  give  them  at  once  a  separate,  adequate  mainten- 
ance if  they  do  not  visit  them.  Justice,  if  not  affection,  is  due  between  the  parents  asd 
children.  To  renounce  it,  when  needed,  is  a  disgrace  to  the  offending  party.  In  do- 
mestic government,'  honor  your  children ;  thus  you  will  honor  yourselves,  parents,  {<s 
they  wiU  honor  you.  The  legacy  of  free  thought,  pure  science,  and  rational  education, 
embodies  the  ho;ior  of  mind  and  God  ;  the  slavery  of  mind  is  the  worst  of  all  curses  to 
country. 

Parents  should  be  properly  prepared  in  mind  to  do  justice  to  the  rights  and  morals  of 
their  offspring,  as  their  best  natural  guardians. 

Children  are  bound,  under  all  rational  principles,  during  their  Ufetime,  to  respect  their 
filial  duties.  Both  will  feel  bound  to  work  for  the  household,  to  secure  profitable  «»- 
ployment  of  their  time,  ample  fruits  of  their  labor,  and  adequate  improvement  of  theii 
mind. 

Parents  have  wisely  to  counteract  the  vices  of  perversion,  if  they  wish  to  be  saved 
from  the  most  withering  curses  of  society.  Their  paramount  duty  is  the  best  prayer  le 
be  addressed  to  the  Almighty  Providence,  that  cannot  be  more  potently  invoked  by  aC 
in  this  whole  circle. 

*  This  duty  forever  devolves  on  them,  merely  to  give  the  right  direction,  as  principles 
are  ever  conservative,  characteristic  of  their  most  illustrious  author.  All  vices  are 
growing  evils,  else  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind  is  wrong.  Where  would  be  the 
oasis  fur  mind^s  improvement,  otherwise  1  The  fir^t  slight,  superficial  view  of  miod 
might  lead  to  the  deepest  dissatisfaction  ;  but  the  deepest  analysis  corrects  all  that 
Mind  must  look  then  forever  to  principles,  as  the  only  safe  guardian  for  parent  aad 
child,  for  all  the  world. 

How,  otherwise,  can  the  world  be  progressive  ?  We  recognise  all  this  in  our  daHj 
transactions  and  our  philosophy.  It  is  the  foundation  ^nd  essence  of  mind^s  strength, 
for  if  the  free  agent  towering  in  free  principles  do  not  counteract  demoralization  arisiiig 
from  constant  temptation,  nothing  else  can  be  expected  than  proportionate  snfferio?. 
Man  is  presumed  to  know  and  act  on  this  obvious,  necessary,  and  highly  importast 
quality  of  mind  given  him  for  his  noblest  blessing,  his  greatest  good  and  happiness 

The  question  looks  at  all  future  emoyment,  in  all  the  sphere  of  the  sours  action. 

Then  give  the  right  basis  with  sufficient  cultivation,  and  the  balance  rests  on  supremt 
power,  that  none  but  impious  hands  arrest  and  arrogate. 

Here  are  the  beauty  and  strength  of  the  edifice. 

Right  principles  lead  man,  the  actor,  safe  of  penalties  in  morals.  Difficulties  make 
men,  if  rightly  sustained,  on  this  basis. 

Then  can  the  smiles  of  parents  arise,  for  they  are  blessed  by  ripe  and  rick  fntit^ 
All  else  are  bad  results.  Then  who  will  not  render  themselves  suspected  by  skulkiQ? 
this  question,  for  all  these  acts  are  those  of  honesty  ?  None  but  the  suspected  in  hon- 
esty skulk  from  all  proper  questions.  Honest  minds  do  not  hide  under  mantles  that  a:e 
deficient,  and  that  must  necessarily  expose  them  in  their  deformities. 

Well  can  freemen  gratefully  pay  homage  and  their  noblest  tribute  to  their  country^s 

free  institutions,  that  aid  parents  and  the  protectors  of  mind,  in  all  laudable  teachings. 

If  there  are  to  be  any  confessors  of  the  human  mind,  parents  with  the  appropriate  sei. 

^  should  be  of  their  youthful  children,  that  they  may  be  corrected  of  secret  vices  and 

crimes,  ere  they  fall  into  numerous  ills  and  deadly  penalties. 

The  sexes  certainly  can  best  know  appropriate  corrections,  and  can  best  confide  to 
each  other  their  peculiar  cases.  A  proper  right  and  confiding  understanding  shouk 
prevail  between  parents,  to  insure  that  of  the  highest  respect  between  themselves  ani 
children.  Nothing  interrupts  the  proper  authority  of  parents  sooner,  than  the  loss  ot 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  children. 

The  position  of  the  parent  should  be  firmly  defined,  but  maintained  on  the  best  pledgfs 
of  love  and  persuasion.  Many  cases  are  subject  to  deepest  censure,  and  some  ar? 
amenable  to  presentation  before  a  grand  jury  ;  were  they  not  better  corrected  by  the  bi^ 
moral  code  of  the  world. 

Different  sets  of  children,  like  different  races,  are  liable  to  piodoee  alieaatlooi  and 
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eooilicts  in  the  same  famfly,  and  ihe  whole  lelationB  have  to  be  tnaiaged  with  delicate 
regnlations. 

Property,  the  source  of  much  of  this  otII,  had  better  be  under  the  peculiar  eare  of 
the  best  protectors,  and  when  prodoetiTO  of  family  jars,  had  better  be  held  inabey- 
ance.  The  step-son  may  be  hostile  to  the  step-mother,  haTin^  an  interest  in  securing^ 
the  property  that  belongs  to  his  step- mother's  children.  The  step-mother  may  be 
hostile  to  the  step-children,  wishing  to  secure  the  most  for  her  children.  Both  bysband 
and  wife  may  be  unprincipled,  and  wish  to  appropriate  to  their  use  and  profit,  to  expend 
the  money  of  their  step-children. 

A  righteoos  and  wise  legislation  must  counteract  all  these  things.  Dollars  present 
much  of  lifers  difficulties  that  must  be  wisely  counteracted..  The  step-mother,  when 
liable  to  the  unprincipled  conduct  or  domestic  tyranny  of  her  husband  and  step-children,, 
must  not  permit  either  to  trespass  on  her  dignity,  as  the  world  can  only  be  rightly 
managed  by  a  stern,  moral  firmness,  proving  one's  self  riffht.  Bad  parents  enslave 
their  children  to  minister  to  their  avarice  and  ambition.  What,  then,  will  an  unprinci* 
pled  world  not  do,  when  no  relation  exists  but  the  securing  the  greatest  profit  out  of 
muscular  corporeal  functions  ?  Children  owe  it  to  themseiYes  and  parents  to  govern 
their  own  extravagance  beyond  their  income,  and  amend  their  economy.  Parents  should 
enable  their  children  to  learn  the  use  and  value  of  money,  and  overcome  the  tendency 
to  its  abuse,  by  making  it.  Parents  will  eradicate  the  latent  remnants  of  snperstitioit 
and  darkness  of  mind,  in  any  of  the  exploded  doctrines  handed  down  by  pious  frauds, 
identified  in  the  propagation  of  deeper  error  to  render  it  more  plausible. 

Parents  will  object  to  the  aflHanced  feelings  of  their  children,  that  they  have  helped  to 
create^  despite  of  all  the  refined  feelings  of  nomanity,  and  reject  their  children  at  the 
same  time  that  they  subject  them  to  an  ordeal,  that  might  be  too  much  for  most  of 
mankind.  The  parents  are  the  culpable  party,  for  permission  of  the  association,  if 
there  be  anything  amiss  in  the  other  party.  ' 

Were  parents  disgraced  by  the  subsequent  conduct  of  their  children,  they  Oonld  not 
Iblame  them  for  it,  as  they  have  caused  it 

Heirs  generally  cannot  take  care  of  property,  when  they  do  not  kiiow  how  dearly  the 
same  was  made.  When  they  are  the  victims  of  bad,  evil  habits,  engendered  by  the 
profusion  of  wealth  and  the  temptations  of  luxuries,  so  difllcuH  for  human  nature,  early 
initiated  therein  to  resist,  liable  to  lose  all  and  themselves  in  endless  perdition,  then 
property  is  a  curse.  It  is  cruel  to  entrust  much  to  a  profligate  to  squander  wantonly, 
when  his  rightful  rational  education,  including  the  proper  bringpng  up  to  habits  of  indus- 
try, economy  and  reflection  of  proper  thought,  as  weU  as  action,  has  been  improperly 
neglected.     Parents  should  invariably  provide  for  their  ofaildren,  at  the  right  time. 

Bad  children  reflect  on  parents,  morally  and  physicadly.  They  can  direct  them,  with 
proper  firmness,  and  generally  success  will  follow  proper  training. 

Parents  should  guard  their  children  against  evil  or  vicious  habits.  Both  sexes  are 
amenable  to  the  correction  of  good  taste.  Snuflf-rubbing  is  almost  enough  with  some, 
to  break  off  a  match.  Ladies  should  leave  all  such  in  the  care  of  the  anti-tobacco  society, 
that  their  life  may  be  pleasant  and  long. 

Parents  should  never  entrust  power  too  soon,  to  mere  children  who  may  act  as  dispo- 
sition, not  reason,  prompts. 

Youth  could  rarely  with  safety  be  entrusted  with  popular  government,  until  their 
minds  are  matured  in  all  sound  principles. 

What  children  will  under  the  least  guide  of  civilization,  ever  raise  the  arm  of  rebel- 
lion against  their  parents  ?  If  they  cannot  live  in  peace  with  them,  and  maintain  an 
equable  and  respectful  mutual  regard,  then  leave  them  in  peace,  but  let  them  not  throw 
themselves  away  ;  to  spite  the  world,  let  them  not  spite  themselves.  All  minds  that 
reflect  the  soul^s  action  must  rise  above  the  world  by  mind's  merit,  and  crush  all  low 
envy  by  intrinsic  greatness. 

No  wise  parents  will  make  their  children  suppliant  tools,  to  disgrace  them.  They 
will  render  them,  as  themselves,  worthy  of  their  country,  their  country  worthy  of  the 
world,  and  that  of  their  creator.  Such  parents  and  children  will  not  increase  the  world's 
stock  of  vice,  but  enlarge  its  virtues.  Such  parents  will  not  treat  youth  by  peculiar  whims 
and  caprices,  to  become  disgusted  with  family  and  society,  and  finally  outlaw  them- 
selves. Children  should  receive  the  rational  education,  that  would  cause  them  to  revere 
their  parents — ^notonly  love,  but  look  up  to  them.    Principles  will  cause  that. 

In  family  jars,  where  step-relations  are  in  the  wajr,  all  proper  steps  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  any  tyranny  from  that  cause,  to  guard  against  the  future.  The  character  of 
the  parents  often  decides  that  of  their  children  generally.  Nothing,  then,  but  a  diflfer- 
ently  cultivated  intellect  can  cause  posterity  to  depart  from  their  ancestor's  vices, 
errors,  and  peculiar  faiUi.    Society,  then,  improves,  on  each  improved  age.    A  woitby 
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iHiBbtnd  and  virtaous  wife  can  endear  themseWes  to  their  beloved  ofl^tiog,  and  all  I0 
the  world,  by  the  true  course  in  civilization,  the  proper  rational  education  of  their  minda 
to  the  legiUniate  capabilihr. 

Do  parents  make  any  difference  with  their  children  ?  Spare  them  that  miaerj  of 
existence  !  Educate  them  all  rationally  and  properly.  Never  give  them  any  pecohar 
education,  that  will  return  you  retributive  justice. 

Parents  cannot  be  too  cautious  of  their  children,  in  overgrown  citiea,  that  are  meet 
infected  with  vices.  They  should  not  commit  themselves  about  any  peculiar  faith,  sa 
far  as  to  teach  children  to  speak  of  the  contents  of  bibles  by  memory,  when  they  cia 
only  respond  without  judgment. 

All  such  is  a  heinous  sin.  Have  their  minda  thus  been  truthfully  aad  hoDonbiy 
exercised  1 

The  height  of  good  taste  and  avoidance  of  noxious  and  bad  habits  conatitale  the  sob- 
lime  of  domestic  tuition,  and  must  gratify  the  noblest  emotions  on  their  attaimneDt^  AU 
actions,  that  do  not  suit  the  most  approved  taste,  should  be  avoided. 

The  miserable  habit  of  snuff-rubbinff,  enough  to  disgust  many  men.  of  taste  against 
their  brides,  is  pursued  by  nearly  four-Sfths  of  females,  in  some  circlep.  There  shoaU 
be  no  immoral  speech,  sight,  taste,  or  deed,  avoidable,  to  the  ears  and  eyes  of  youth. 

If  parents  do  justice  to  their  children,  their  children  will  be  apt  to  do  the  same 
in  full  return.  Bad  children  reflect  on  parents,  say  what  3rou  will  aboat  tends 
affections.  To  appreciate  the  world,  mind  must  have  the  right  science,  that  by 
experience  is  most  valuable,  if  under  the  right  code,  tbe  value  of  thingai,  as  money.  No 
one  should  be  left  money  unless  he  learns  the  proper  use  of  it,  as  it  is  a  lever,  other- 
wise, to  corrupt  and  enslave,  probably  destroy  the  possessor.  Parents  sboold  stimulate 
the  legitimate  characteristics,  inspirit  energy,  advise  perseverance  and  industry,  in  aB 
laudable  undertakings.  All  mankind,  no  matter  who,  should  be  brought  up  to  some 
business  or  trade.  Piety  for  parents,  to  the  sublimest,  as  the  highest  philanthropy, 
must  be  strictly  inculcated. 

All  parents  should  counteract  all  the  secret  vices  of  their  children,  by  proper,  wise 
instruction  on  the  subject. 

The  most  correct  taste  of  chaste  looks,  language,  conduct,  may  be  most  chastely  cul- 
tivated. In  fact,  cultivation  is  the  most  of  all  man's  duty  for  himself  and  othera.  la 
regard  to  children,  rational  education  requires  strict  attention  to  the  mother's  and 
nurse's  department,  that  influences  the  character  prior  to  seven  years. 

Do  not  confine  the  young  idea  merely  to  letters  and  books.  Teach  things,  and  ex- 
plain their  whole  history  and  philosophy,  by  not  mere  words.  Much  of  the  diffeieoee 
of  the  world  arises  from  the  character  of  the  race  of  mankind.  No  nation  can  be  great 
without  a  female  morale  of  superior  character — and,  of  intellectual  abilities  of  the  mea, 
resulting  from  mind  and  its  rational  cultivation.  It  is  a  wretched  policy,  to  bring  up  chil- 
dren to  spend  money,  and  not  make  it.  The^  thus  are  prodigal  of  immortal  time, 
talents,  morals,  and  the  highest  obligations  of  religion.  All  such  prodigality  takes 
away  half  the  worth  of  man,  to  raise  children,  generally,  who  see  vices,  and  rarely  ex- 
ercise the  virtues.  Teach  your  children  to  have  nerve,  one  of  the  best  parts  of  mind 
discipline.  This  thing  of  children's  wasteful  extravagance,  is  demoralizing  in  tbe 
extreme,  nationally  and  individually. 

No  matter  what  the  wealth,  teach  all  some  business  or  employment  becoming  rational 
minds.  Let  the  world  be  so  taught,  that  the  sexes  will  properly  stimulate,  arouse,  and 
'refine  the  highest  minded  duties  of  each  other. 

Right  training  or  bringing  up  cannot  be  dispensed  with  by  parents,  who  ought  to  be 
well  qualified  for  ail  such  sreat  duties  of  life.  Mothers  have  a  universal  sisterhood, 
co-equal  with  the  universal  brotherhood,  both  to  be  as  comprehensive  as  religion. 
They  rear  their  children  at  the  right  time  at  their  bosoms,  and  can  best  teach  them  all 
the  holy  principles  consecrated  in  the  sacred  iamily  circle.  Theirs  is  the  holy  temple  of 
honor,  to  teach  them  temperance  and  virtue,  that  is,  the  practice  of  principles.  Theirs 
is  the  sacred  duty,  and  they  best  secure  filial  obedience.  Then  is  the  time  for  all  effi- 
cient action  to  lay  the  proper  foundation  for  sincerity,  the  complete  test.  What  an 
important  commission,  to  help  form  the  human  mind  of  their  offspring,  to  become  states- 
men and  patriots.  Theirs  is  the  world-keepins  of  rational  mind,  burely,  their  edoca- 
jtion  cannot  be  too  rational,  elevated,  sublimated. 

Parents,  do  not  teach  your  children  to  be  simple  or  hypocrites,  and  they  will  be  one 
or  both  if  your  bible  is  given  them.  Monotheism  takes  all  the  senses  along,  and  edu- 
cates them  rationally ;  peculiar  faith  drops  the  best,  and  cau'ses  a  peculiar  perversion 
of  mind  in  atheists  and  polytheists,  who  will  be  nowhere  in  the  time  of  triumph  of 
ntionality.  The  mother's  temple  of  honor  is  to  rear  children  on  principles  that  rule 
hibles,  peculiar  faith  and  the  wKole  machinery. 
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How  few  parents  are  competent  to  advise,  educate  mind  rationally  ;  How  few  can 
comprehend  right  rational  principles !  Children  should  be*  taught  the  highest,  holiest 
principles,  so  as  not  only  not  disgrace  their  relations,  but  their  country  and  world,  their 
xnind,  to  establish  that  mind  polity,  that  will  not  only  sustain  the  best  polity  for  their 
own  support  to  secure  the  best  comforts  of  life,  but  to  increase  those  of  others. 

Let  all  families  secure  the  sacred  mutual  relations,  the  invaluable  amiableness  of 
character. 

The  parents,  withholding  patrimony  till  death  from  children,  whom  they  doom  to 
struggle  for  existence,  when  a  proper  marriage  portion  ought  always  to  be  given  for 
the  independent  disposition  of  mind  and  its  functions,  is  one  of  the  great  errors  of  con- 
ceited and  illiberal  minds,  that  must  be  universally  corrected. 

There  is  no  comparison  of  the  worth  of  property  tlien  given,  to  any  subsequent 
remote  di^osition  of  it.  Children  of  the  rich  are  kept  from  the  process  of  financier- 
ing, to  be  finally  introduced  to  that  of  mere  expenditures.  Their  minds  are  thus  com- 
paratively kept  blanks,  and  a  most  ungrateful  state  of  things  is  prepared  by  the  parents 
themselves.  No  minds  in  this  world  should  be  exempt  from  appropriate  employment ; 
and  if  any  power  on  earth  prevent  this  most  legitimate  rationality,  it  ought  instantly  to 
be  sacrificed  for  public  good.     The  people  should  become  all  business  people. 

Why  enjoin  the  proper  care  of  property  ?  Because  money  is  power,  that  confers  its 
appropriate  independence,  that  is  most  valuable  for  that  elevation  that  it  imparts  to 
mind.  Beyond  a  competency,  unless  legitimately  accruing,  mind  has  no  need  to  busy 
itself,  unless  for  proper  employment. 

Not  only  propriety  of  conduct,  but  that  of  language,  is  to  be  universally  inculcated. 

Disobedience,  parents,  is  it  you  complain  of?  Whom  have  you  to  blame  but  your- 
selves ? 

When  principles  are  desecrated  at  the  family  altar,  by  your  faith  that  has  desecrated 
the  family,  country,  world,  can  you  expect  better  results  ? 

It  is  the  paramount  duty  of  parents  to  promote  the  noblest  happiness  of  their  children, 
by  not  only  inculcating,  but  securing  early  marriages.  Any  other  sentiment  is  deroga- 
tory to  principle. 

Marriage  portions  should  be  allotted  compatibly  with  the  ability  of  parents. 

WOMAN. 

A  WOMAN  of  virtue  is  beyond  esteem,  when  without  it  she  is  utterly  contemptible 
before  the  world. 

The  present  enlightened  free  intercourse  between  the  sexes  in  mind^s  free  improve- 
ment, towers  over  the  ancient  enslavement.  In  fact,  were  not  the  ancients  slaves 
and  vassals  to  igrnorance,  prejudice,  superstition,  customs,  and  miserable  habits  ? 

Half  the  world,  the  sex,  has  been  freed  since  that  time. 

Correct  appreciation  by  mind's  analysis  will  entrust  no  females  to  the  control  of 
male  teachers,  priests  or  preachers  at  all,  but  restraining  all  classes,  sexes,  and  pro- 
fessions within  the  appreciation  of  prudence  and  suitable  restrictions  and  conduct. 

A  poor  woman^s  virtue  is  a  jewel,  as  rich  as  the  richest.  In  this,  all  chaste  women 
are  equal. 

The  richest  are  the  poorest  if  they  lose  their  innocence,  and  the  first  step  does  the 
irreparable  mischief.  Innocence  cannot  be  disguised  generally.  She  volunteers  to 
publish  wrong,  nor  skulks  behind  the  times.  She  cannot  be  passive  in  the  most  fiendish 
wrongs  of  the  world. 

As  the  high  minded  value  their  best  views  of  present  and  future  bliss,  they  should 
never  resort  to  any  unnatural  expedients  to  gratify  lusts.  They  should  discard  as 
brutes,  all  who  plan  any  illicit  gratification  any  way.  The  world  will  put  a  proper 
estimate,  if  all  females  keep  alive  self-respect.  To  insure  this,  is  to  insure  a  correct 
action  of  the  world  itself,  that  must  treat  itself  with  self-respect. 

We  must  duly  appreciate  the  qualities  of  the  world  and  its  best  functions. 

Woman's  virtue  only  makes  her  lovely  in  mind's  sight,  otherwise  she  is  of  no 
account,  an  object  of  disgust.  The  enlightened  society  of  females,  has  the  conserva- 
tive kind  of  moral  influence  on  man.  Thus,  woman  should  keep  man  straight  as  well  as 
herself,  as  it  is  her  legitimate  province  and  imperative  duty  to  command  hun  in  the  best 
respects. 

She  can  restrain  him  from  approaching  her  without  respect,  by  her  highest  self-* 
respect.  All  conservative  prudence  requires  her  to  keep  him  at  a  distance,  unless  she 
can  command  his  respectful  attachment,  for  the  moment  her  virtue  becomes  easy,  man 
becomes*  disrespectful  of  woman,  and  woman  then  has  no  hold  on  man's  respect. 
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^What  would  be  the  world,  but  for  womanV  virtuous  worth  ?  Man  would  care  uothiDg 
for  himself  and  society,  that  is  made  up  of  respectable  sexual  divisions.  Does  ths 
world  as  at  present  organized,  give  all  its  protection  to  female  worth  ? 

What  shall  we  think  of  that  of  churches  when  their  ministers,  arraigned  for  attack 
on  female  virtue,  under  the  influence  of  the  party  have  actually  caused  the  lady  accuse! 
to  be  expelled  the  church  ?  No  sides  in  religion  can  he  taken  for  either  sex,  but  vihai 
thejustice  of  the  case  requires,  as  there  can  be  no  parties  when  that  presides. 

Females  help  to  govern  morals,  and  when  right,  should  have  the  very  best  protec- 
tion. 

Many  females,  by  the  effects  of  vitiated  peculiar  education,  rely  on  cunning,  intii^e, 
art,  to  carry  out  their  designs ;  but  does  a  chaste  woman,  or  an  honest  man  rely  oo  such 
ignoble  contingencies?  They  rely  on  principles  that  must  be  uniform.  Hatioai] 
education  will  give  this  noble  reliance.  Who  would  not  save  the  chastity  of  a  worthr 
poor  female,  rather  than  have  built  St.  Peter's  church  with  the  means  raised  ignobly  as 
they  were  1 

Thanks  to  the  benefits  of  mind,  woman  can  prove  her  patriotic,  heroic,  and  domesde 
virtues  as  well  as  man,  and  that  she  as  well  as  mind  has  escaped  the  degradatioo  «f 
Oriental  barbarisms,  and  western  feudalisms. 

Rational  minds  should  always  recognise  principles,  and  only  those  aa  compasioos 
who  recognise  such,  male  or  female,  nor  suffer  any  to  mislead  because  the  party  a 
female,  as  that  is  absurd  and  truly  degrading.  The  most  beautiful  romance  of  re&^ 
ment  of  love  may  be  wasted  on  indifferent  callous  objects,  incompetent  to  appreciate 
refined  feelings.  No  suit  should  be  entertained  or  attempted  for  a  moment,  that  cao- 
not  be  reciprocated.  No  persons  of  proper  culture  of  mind  should  put  their  friends  i& 
a  false  position. 

Selfish  people  ask  too  much  courtesy  at  the  expense  of  feelings.  Flattery  ought  to 
be  scouted  as  ignoble  for  both  sexes.     It  is  base  coin. 

Some  busy-body  people  are  always  trafiScking  in  matches;  they  should  look  to 
divorces.  Pure  match-making  will  often  supersede  the  purest  love.  There  can  be 
no  traffic  in  pure  affections.  Such  will  lower  the  party  in  estimation  of  the  riglit 
thinking. 

Let  none  presume  to  waive  intellect  and  candor  at  the  expense  of  self-respect  and 
courtesy. 

The  world  cannot  be  too  much  guarded  against  all  mankind,  man  or  woman. 

How  much  is  lost  about  marriage  matches. 

One  of  the  greatest  mistakes  of  noble  human  nature,  is  to  perinit  others  to  hare  uj 
power  beyond  necessity.  That  is  a  false  position  that  permits  the  dynasty  of  wooea 
or  woman  power. 

Both  sexes  have  a  claim  for  what  is  right,  no  more. 

A  lady  will  never  so  far  forget  herself  as  request  any  polite  gentleman  to  act  in  tbe 
social  circle,  what  may  be  done  but  at  the  expense  of  his  feelings.  Be  he  the  politest 
man  in  the  world,  let  him  nesrative  any  lady's  request,  that  will  cause  him  to  feel  after 
the  act.  Too  much  of  this  has  been  done  to  gratify  the  company  with  a  false  tastr. 
A  lady  or  gentleman  roust  never  forget  what  they  owe  themselves  in  any  circle  of  tbe 
whole  world.  Correct  taste  must  be  met,  not  violated.  That  is  the  propriety  of 
courtesy  and  true  politeness.  Do  ladies  expect  gentlemen  yield  to  their  extravagaat 
requests,  that  may  reflect  on  the  refined  feelings  of  the  last?  Let  the  firm  refusal  be 
promptly  given,  and  if  she  be  a  lady  of  courteous  refinement  and  principle,  as  all  ladies 
ought  to  be,  she  cannot  pretend  to  urge  any  request  not  recognised  as  satisfactory  to 
the  gentleman.  Surely,  afler  refusal,  she  will  not  seek  to  have  him  viohte  his  word- 
not  at  all.  Then  we  should  have  no  dynasty  of  weak  or  tyrannical  women.  The  witf 
should  submit  to  none  of  the  various  tyrannies  and  dynasties  of  the  unprincipled  in 
society,  nor  impose  them.  In  settled  communities  it  should  be  as  much  as  both  sexes' 
morals  are  worth,  to  violate  the  essential  principles  of  society. 

The  intelligent  must  give  the  negative  to  all  dynasties,  weak  women  especially,  irho 
cannot  take  a  hint,  and  before  all  of  whom  the  world  must  act  independently.  Ho« 
can  ladies  be  obliged  to  a  man's  sorrow,  when  they  exact  to  the  disgust  of  pure  niod^ 
Han  should  call  himself  free,  to  do  all  that  courtesy  requires  and  no  more.  He  sbonid 
be  as  ready  to  negative  the  folly  of  dynasties  as  their  crimes.  The  elevated  character 
of  woman  reflects  on  the  world,  as  one  of  its  noblest  blessings.  It  is  she,  thus  refined, 
that  teaches  man  to  beware  of  being  an  animal  when  he  should  show  mind,  a  mere 
mass  of  muscle  instead  of  soul.  If  ever  the  presumption  of  peculiar  education  is  taken 
for  principles,  young  ladies  will  find  it  difficult  to  sustain  their  obligation  for  tbeir 
share  of  civilization.     How  deeply  interested  are  all  females  in  rational  eduea^oo. 

The  rights  of  woman  haTs  been  never  yielded  by  Oriental  or  any  peealiar  bibles^  W 
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have  been  respected  by  American  mind  the  more  it  respects  genuine  religion.  Here 
woman  can  be  generally,  duly,  and  rightly  estimated,  as  she  respects  herself  and  her 
elevated  position.  This  part  of  the  world  is  ever  ready  to  side  with  woman,  that  is 
even  accused  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors ;  but  it  does  so  to  side  with  the  princi- 
ples of  equal  justice. 

Let  woman  prove  herself  worthy  of  the  American  approbation,  and  she  will 
insure  it. 

The  middle  classes  of  the  world  are  generally  those  that  maintain  the  most  honor- 
able integrity.  They  are  looked  upon  as  most  upright  in  England.  There,  when  a 
woman  of  standing  uncastes  herself,  it  is  then  moral  death.  On  the  continent  of 
ESurope,  Asia  and  Africa,  with  some  exceptions,  female  modesty  is  below  par,  it  is  said, 
as  most  of  the  governments  are  below  par.    This  is  a  sad  affair. 

The  world  must  look  in  part  to  governments  in  the  correction  of  morals.  If  the 
mind  and  morals  of  females  are  naturally  defective,  or  rendered  so  by  defective  peculiar 
education,  then  their  friends  and  country's  laws  must  aObrd  the  highest  protection. 
What  souls  have  women,  rational  education  only  can  declare.  They  are  creatures 
of  much  impulse,  and  therefore  need  all  the  rational  aid  of  intellectual  philosophy. 

The  sex  can  be  most  lovely  by  the  triumph  of  mind,  rightly  and  rationally  directed. 
Woman,  with  man,  makes  a  whole.  Who,  when  right-minded,  properly,  rationally 
educated,  and  affectionate,  can  make  a  truer,  juster  friend  ?  Foibles  are  not  peculiar  to 
the  sex,  for  those  of  man  may  eternally  get  him  into  scrapes.  They  are,  then,  the 
result  of  mind.  Man,  that  has  been  dissolute,  can  hardly  appreciate  a  virtuous,  chaste 
woman.  He  too  often  dulls  his  refined  sensibility,  and  mistakes  the  loveliest  part  of 
woman,  her  virtue. 

Women  need  not  seek  public  action,  when  private  counsel  and  influence  are  so  sub- 
limely superior.  The  noblest  counsellors  of  wisdom,  virtue  and  honor,  will  appear  for 
them,  and  they  need  not  wish  to  sacrifice  all  these  at  the  shrine  of  unholy  ambition  and 
vanity.     There  should  be  no  dynasty  of  weak  and  unprincipled  rulers  of  either  sex. 

The  residence  of  woman  is  all  the  time  essentially  important.  Hotels  are  generally 
too  public  for  delicate  females  to  be  exposed  to  public  duties.  Males  should  be 
attended  by  males,  and  the  sex  by  females.  Each  should  have  their  own  appropriate 
department.  Woman  must  look  to  the  fair  matter  of  principles  to  uphold  her  best 
rights. 

What  can  corrupt  the  female  mind  worse  thaa  peculiar  faith  ?  Woman  is  best  pro- 
tected by  rational  mind,  that  makes  her  equal  by  principles,  virtue,  to  man.  She  should 
instruct  her  children  at  the  fireside. 

Persons  may  be  very  sensitive,  but  they  can  hardly  be  too  independent  in  this  selfish 
world.  They  may  be  estranged  for  lifetime  by  trifles,  that  if  explained  at  the  prompt- 
est time,  may  do  justice  to  the  loftiest  and  purest  friendship,  and  excite  no  enmity. 
Have  all  proper  explanations  at  once  and  forever.     Woman  is  a  man's  equal. 

Let  the  interested  correct  the  mistakes  of  love,  and  not  deplore  them.  There  should 
be  no  antagonism  between  man  and  woman.  Let  all  mutual  explanations  and  conces- 
sions be  rightly  made.  The  world  when  rational,  will  live  for  honor,  life  and  love. 
Before  woman  must  be  cherished  not  only  love,  but  self-respect :  both  must  be  cher- 
ished and  upheld.  As  to  any  woman's  law  for  her  married  protection,  there  should  bo 
reciprocity  of  course.  A  woman's  law  is  to  protect  her  rights,  those  of  her  children  and 
society,  but  not  make  her  husband  her  overseer,  much  less  the  scape-goat  for  swindling 
property,  or  enacting  any  other  worthless  proceeding  to  defraud  the  world. 

The  world  is  to  be  rightlv  protected,  not  injured.  When  mistakes  are  made,  explain 
ere  the  feelings  are  crushed,  and  sensitiveness  is  compromised  or  sacrificed. 

It  clearly  reflects  on  the  character  of  the  iibeler's  mind,  as  deficient  in  moral  and 
intellectualcorrectness ;  a  libel  on  human  nature,  to  underrate  woman.  Who  is  man  or 
woman  until  reared  in  the  sublimity  of  mind's  rationality  ?  What  cannot  woman  be,  if 
perverted  by  peculiar  education  ?  Every  intelligent  woman  on  earth  this  day,  in  her 
own  glorious  self-defence,  has  to  declare  herself  for  rational  religion,  otherwise  she  is 
the  veriest  creature  of  peculiar  monstrosities.  Tell  us,  females  who  advocate  bibles,  the 
peculiar  edicts  of  eastern  Asiatic  vices,  despotisms,  to  enslave  man  and  woman,  soul  and 
body,  what  was  the  dignity  of  the  thousand  women  degraded  by  the  monster  Solomon.  It 
is  from  such  felonies,  that  these  vile  libels  are  mind-factured.  The  whole  jugglery  of 
bibles,  is  mind-jugglery.  You  say  the  drama  is  fine  for  the  world,  but  if  it  is  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  female  morals  and  virtues,  away  with  it  and  the  corrupt  actresses. 
The  victory  is  not  worth  the  cost.  The  sacrifice  is  too  great — ^virtue  cannot  be  ex- 
posed to  the  shambles  of  a  murderous  taste. 

There  is  but  one  proper  way  to  preserve  female  chastity  approvingly,  and  that  is  to 
have  it  beyond  suspicion,  chaste  as  the  purest  light. 
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If  any  employment  or  faith  tend  to  vitiate  mind,  what  must  not  that  position  be  bat 
yice  or  crime  ? 

Will  an  intelligent,  chaste  woman,  risk  her  husband's  lore,  friendship,  the  respect  of 
all  ?  Mothers  should  guard  their  offspring  on  all  points  of  defence.  What  is  that ! 
The  sublimest  tuition  of  rational  principles. 

Woraan^s  education  should  be  liberal,  and  her  protection  most  comprehensive.  It 
should  have  the  soundest  rudiments,  to  give  the  profoundest  assistance  to  the  lising 
generation. 

MARRIAGE. 

Marriage  from  policy  will  never  do ;  the  fastidious  must  believe  in  the  proper  re- 
finement and  sentiments  of  love,  to  insure  appropriate  wedlock. 

No  institution  can  be  resolved  into  mere  civilized  considerations,  as  none  can  be 
more  sacred  than  family  alliance.  No  marriages  of  blood  relations  or  near  degrees 
can  be  tolerated,  as  predicated  on  the  wisest  interdictions  of  nature  lierself. 

Mind  has  to  do  its  part  in  the  wisest  legislation,  for  the  promotion  of  the  highest  pur- 
poses of  existence. 

Incest  and  unnatural  alliances  are  to  be  most  conclusively  excluded  by  aU  the  cogency 
of  social  obligations. 

The  crime  of  bigamy,  polygamy,  the  relic  of  barbarous  ages  of  a  pretended  Abraham 
and  his  descendants,  is  annilulated  before  the  holy  precincts  of  mind  and  its  noblest 
guardian,  Monotheism. 

As  marriage  is  invalid  on  conjugal  infidelity,  it  never  would  be  instituted  by  high- 
minded,  honorable  people,  but  for  the  best  confidence  in  conjugal  fidelity.  This,  then, 
has  to  be  held  the  most  sacred  to  perpetuate  the  first  of  institutions. 

Polygamy  is  incompatible  with  nature,  as  the  ratio  of  the  sexes  prove,  being  about 
equalized  or  balanced  ;  besides,  the  highest  moral  position  is  violated,  and  natural  laws 
are  deranged. 

Marriage  of  blood  relations  is  incompatible  with  morak  and  the  great  laws  of  natore, 
that  is  evidently  worsted,  as  we  see  in  stock,  that  does  not  improve  in  such  condition. 
All  animated  beings,  as  far  as  I  know,  thus  degenerate  on  the  most  obvious  fundamental 
principles. 

How  can  we  place  marriage  on  proper  basis,  exempt  from  most  of  its  contingencies  1 

Bachelors  and  maids  may  have  taken  too  high  a  position,  unless  they  get  their  choice. 
Had  they  not  better  sacrifice  a  little  in  exchanging  their  situations  of  single  blessed- 
ness? 

Marriage,  if  satisfactorily  practicable,  is  the  best.  Too  many  of  the  world  make 
marriage  a  very  important  matter,  a  mere  contingency. 

IMPROPER  ALLIANCE  BY  MARRIAGE. 

The  world  has  to  avoid  all  improper  alliance  by  marriage.  Intermarriage  with  blood 
relations  is  to  be  avoided  universally,  as  it  has  produced  defective  organizations,  physical 
and  mental. 

The  tainted  blood  of  diseased  parents  is  shown  in  the  offspring  abundantly,  even  to 
loss  of  senses,  as  blindness,  imbecility,  imperfect  physical  and  mental  developments. 

Intermarriage  of  near  blood  relations,  of  royal  persons,  has  rendered  them  idiotic,  im- 
becile and  deformed. 

The  position  comprehends  physical  and  moral  causes,  the  first  of  which  has  been 
referred  to  previously  in  part. 

Parties  under  consumption,  cancer  of  the  system,  fungus  heraatodes,  severe  scrofula, 
deep  taints  of  the  constitution  of  the  blood  by  syphilis,  habitual  fits  frequently  occur- 
ring, irreclaimable  drunkards,  however  great  the  various  charms,  are  to  be  avoided  as 
suspicious  at  least. 

What  does  it  profit  either  party  to  gain  marriage  and  leave  such  fatal  tendency  to  a 
miserable  progeny,  and  themselves  left  destitute  of  the  object  of  their  choice  ? 

Under  these  circumstances,  matches  should  be  rarely  if  ever  made,  while  proper  alli- 
ances ought  to  be  duly  promoted.  No  marriage  of  those  affected  by  peculiar  diseases 
can  be  defended. 

Some  people  are  but  little  removed  from  idiots,  varying  in  all  the  degrees  moral  and 
mental.  They  are  just  able  to  keep  from  falling  into  the  fire  or  the  penitentiary,  and 
naake  up  by  duplicity  and  cunning  what  they  ostensibly  need  otherwise,  acting  under 
the  mfluence  of  a  perverted  mind,  weakened  in  intellect  from  organic  causes,  identified 
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With  this  subject  in  a  line  of  ancestry  or  a  deficient  and  Ticious  edacation.  How  hx 
can  the  state  interfere  in  such  positions  needing  guardianship  1 

Matrimony  never  can  respond  happily  to  the  frand  to  obtain  it,  because  it  destroys 
the  very  foundation,  mutual  confidence  and  love.  The  right  time  is  worth  the  notice  of 
all  mankind,  and  should  be  duly  inculcated. 

The  intrigues  to  interrupt  a  proper  marriage  are  at  war  with  the  best  good  of  society. 

Parents  should  rarely  interfere  to  interrupt  any  such,  and  should  feel  themselves, 
above  all  things,  compelled  to  promote  the  earliest  marriages  of  their  children,  compati- 
bly with  personal  and  moral  merits.     They  should  generally  expedite  marriage. 

Matrimony  contemplates  no  beggared  wife  of  industrious  habits,  with  her  destitute 
small  children  in  pursuit  of  an  absconding,  worthless  husband.  TliO  first  step  should 
be  the  right  one,  and  that  one  should  never  be  learned  too  late,  when  the  study  of  charac- 
ter is  accompanied  by  its  loss. 

Marriage  is  on  improper  base,  when  disputes  for  a  little  property  interrupt  the  peace 
of  those  united.  The  infidelity  of  women  may  be  risked  in  part  by  associations  with 
unprincipled  men,  miscalled  their  husbands,  who  care  nothing  for  the  just,  legitimate  and 
conservative  laws  and  rules  of  society.  What  effect  will  not  such  conduct  have  on  th« 
injured  purity !  They  will  be  degraded  with  pride-fallen  feelings  crushed,  unless,  as  is 
too  often  the  case,  restitution  be  made  in  blood ! 

Both  parties  may  resort  to  expedients  that  the  enlightened,  civilized  part  of  the  world 
too  often  beholds  with  pity,  disgust  or  contempt. 

They  may  cultivate  a  cunning  that  works  its  own  destruction,  as  it  has  no  principles. 

The  cunning  polity  will  never  stand. 

The  conduct  of  married  people  must  be  honorable  and  Mr,  But  people  badly  raised 
will  show  it  to  the  last,  to  the  deepest  regret  of  all  their  friends,  and  friends  who  are 
civil. 

Too  late  it  will  be  seen  that  good  raising  is  worth  most  of  the  balance. 

Above  all,  the  deepest  injury  to  society  are  the  immoral  taints,  unchastity,  lying,  de- 
ceit, fraud,  &c. 

How  oflen  do  H^men  resort  to  shades  of  character  that  mislead  them  to  deeper  gailt. 

How  often  is  it  that  men  perform  degrading  acts  that  are  considered  by  some  expert- 
ness  and  adroitness,  however  good  faith  is  violated ! 

All  this  position  tells  at  the  time  of  maturity,  and  reflects  on  the  character  of  the 
perpetrator. 

THE  MARRIAGE  VOW. 

Some  of  the  parties  to  marriage  ties  are  murderers,  drunkards  and  dissolute,  wrecked 
in  body,  mind,  character  and  property.  Many  such  may  not  be  above  the  suspicion  of 
violating  the  marriage  vows  as  adulterers  and  adulteresses.  Freemen  are  the  only  peo- 
ple that  can  understand  the  rights  and  blessings  of  marriage.  Aristocracy  will  pervert 
this  blessing,  if  the  laws  of  the  duel  are  to  decide  on  claims  of  the  laws  of  equity. 

The  duellist  becomes  assassin,  previously  lording  it  over  man^s  rights  with  impunity. 
This  aggression  comes  of  misrule,  from  al»olute  government  that  sets  the  most  iniqui- 
tous examples.  The  republican  takes  the  matter  into  his  own  hands,  and  avenges  in 
hot  haste  the  taint  on  his  honor,  by  shooting  down  the  offending  party  on  sight.  Mar- 
ried persons  may  become  more  unchaste,  than  those  in  single  life. 

To  be  married  to  one  alienated  in  affections,  deranged  in  mind,  is  all  very  unfortunate, 
it  is  true,  but  then  such  are  life's  misfortunes. 

All  should  support  the  laws  of  their  country,  in  all  valuable  customs,  as  those  of  mar- 
riage, if  practicable. 

What  can  the  violation  of  the  marriage  vow  avail  most  of  the  guilty  parties?  If  a 
woman  be  false  to  her  plighted  faith,  she  will  be  so  to  her  paramour  or  seducer.  It 
needs  only  a  better  opportunity.  What  advantage  then,  can  a  rational  being  promise 
himself,  in  any  such  transaction  ? 

The  strength  and  purity  of  mind  ought  to  be  prominent,  for  security  and  protection. 

Any  law,  to  dissolve  the  marriage  at  any  time,  is  legal  prostitution  and  licentiousness. 
Sacred  be  the  marriage  vow  to  avoid  disgrace  and  reproach  to  children,  relations,  friends 
and  self,  disunion,  ruin,  death,  and  the  penalties  of  an  untried  being,  shot-guns,  lies  and 
ignominy. 

Marriage,  no  matter  to  whom,  has  a  sacred  influence,  and  cannot  be  dissolved  without 
serious  thought  by  any  party  that  appreciates  mind.  What  confidence  can  paramours 
place  in  the  other  party,  proving  false  to  their  plighted  pledges  ?    What  are  degraded 
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What  can  be  better  than  baving  Tirtuoos  lore,  at  first  and  always  ?  Wbat  bnt  \sU 
and  false  taste,  can  cause  such  Tiolation  ?  The  world  of  those  persons  thus  acting  is 
deeply  corrupt,  when  their  minds  are  thus  perverted.  Neither  revenge  nor  TindictiTe- 
ness  should  hare  relative  sway  in  this  pre-eminent  question,  but  the  highest  protectioi 
of  society  should  be  pre-established,  and  should  be  held  sacred  by  faithful  pubbc  gu^- 
dians.  The  inviolability  and  the  sacredness  of  matrimony  should  be  preniiaed,  in  re- 
quiring all,  especially  females,  to  start  right.  All  should  act  to  their  word,  as  not  need- 
ing an  oath.  The  highest  appreciation  of ^  the  world^s  honorable  duty  will  define,  X\a\ 
ilkct  pleasures  are  not  to  be  thought  of  in  the  pole  of  matrimony.  Have  the  parties  tbii 
have  pledged  their  most  sacred  vows  in  good  faith,  ever  thought  of  the  real  consequeort^ 
to  get  at  adultery,  how  they  must  wade  over  crimes  of  dark  and  malign  baseness,  false- 
hood, treachery,  and  perjury,  and  the  very  strong  probability  and  fiequeDt  certainty  of 
their  landing  on  the  heaviest  and  most  ignominious  penalties  1 

Guardians  of  a  supposed  richest  treasure  are  not  apt  to  despise  the  best  means  of  its 
protection,  and  vindication  of  its  violation. 

Who  can  invade  its  sacred  precincts,  with  impunity  1  Are  there  no  latent  scan  of 
conscience,  that  will  finally  harrow  up  the  soul  to  remorse,  and  cry  aloud  for  Tengesncel 

Who  would  wish  any  of  the  blessings  of  marriage,  if  to  become  victims  to  liceDtiooi 
partners. 

Give  to  newly  married  people,  a  proper  amount  to  thrive  on,  and  support  hope. 
Matrimony  will  protect  morals.  Every  married  couple  should  have  a  homestead  pro- 
vided for  them  by  state  taxes,  if  its  own  funds  are  incompetent. 

How  bad  is  interference  about  marriages,  between  persons  perfectly  unobjectionable ! 

What  misery  is  often  entailed  thereby ! 

How  often  is  an  objection  raised,  in  order  to  avoid  'giving  portions  at  once,  to  newly 
married  persons. 

What  strong  affections  are  often  created  though  misplaced,  and  how  often  improperly 
deferred. 

Marriage  will  enable  most,  to  receive  life's  appropriate  enjoyment. 

In  marriages,  parents  that  are  possessed  of  a  competency,  are  then  obliged  by  all  the 
paramount  obligations  of  religion,  to  give  a  homestead  to  the  son  or  daughter,  as  the 
case  may  be  on  the  side  of  one  or  the  other.  The  object  is  earthly  happloess,  in  coo- 
formity  to  that  supreme  law,  that  God  himself  has  ordained.  All  this  cannot  be  revoked, 
but  must  be  wisely  sustained.  Mind  rightly  directed  with  a  chaste  taste  can  well  cor- 
rect all  such,  to  a  more  refined  and  legitimate  department. 

Matching  or  mis-matching  in  marriage,  presents  a  horrible  state  of  tbings.  This 
ordinance  requires  the  purest  afiection,  to  promote  universal  happiness.  The  theatre 
where  the  infidelity  of  married  persons  is  destructive,  best  displays  the  character  of  tbe 
rirtuous  and  chaste  woman,  no  less  than  that  of  the  independent  and  honorable  roan. 

They  fear  in  bad  actions,  to  arouse  the  fiery  spirit  of  the  sleeping  lion,  for  bad  habits 
grow  and  enslave  proportionately.  True  heroes  and  heroines  are  only  made  by  dan- 
gers, and  genius  is  only  appreciated  where  virtues  are  needed. 

How  many  might  see,  but  how  few  observe  faithfully  the  upward  tendency-  of  good 
habits.  This  is  the  question  of  their  destiny.  Is  it  not  that  of  their  decision  ?  Th 
rational  parties  mean  to  act  honestly  1  Where  else  is  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
means  of  universal  protection  ?  Where  can  the  safety  of  the  married  life  repose,  but  in 
universal  chastity,  as  none  are  safe  without  in  life  ?  The  deh'nquent*s  health  may  be 
affected  from  certain  ruinous  diseases,  bnt  the  virtuous  married  are  free  from  sin  and  all 
its  attending  difficulties,  dangers  and  dishonors. 

The  legitimate  results  of  marriage  are  generally  a  family,  that  unites  the  social 
relations. 

One  of  the  greatest  obligations  to  society,  has  been  fulfilled  by  legitimating  marnagVf 
and  ennobling  the  matrimonial  connection. 

The  next  is,  the  proper  care  and  support  of  a  family.  The  most  courteous  and  affec- 
tionate regard  cannot  but  be  elicited,  in  the  mind  that  has  honorable  thoughts.  A  mntoal 
regard  and  esteem  are  expected  to  arise,  to  promote  the  happiest  union.  Sack  union 
should  preclude  all  unkindness.  Any  personal  violence  between  married  persons,  must 
be  shameful  and  barbarous,  calculated  to  crush  tbe  spirit  or  even  degrade  it  indeed. 
The  highest. chastity  as  the  highest  honor  must  be  maintained,  to  maintain  the  elevation 
suited  to  such  a  state.  When  no  grounds  exist  of  nnhappy  feelings,  then  the  fiinnest 
are  taken  for  happiness.  The  function  of  reproduction,  one  of  the  noblest,  may  be  per- 
verted to  a  degraded  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  virtue.  The  usi^  of  the 
marriage  vow  must  not  be  violated.  The  marriage  institution  cannot  be  too  highly  pro- 
tected. No  party  to  this  compact  should  strike  the  other,  but  pay  the  highest  deferenec 
and  respect  to  each  other. 
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Tirtuous  wiyes,  when  duly  appreciated,  as  universally  as  they  ahould  be,  will  bless  the 
world  as  much  as  wise  and  honest  husbands. 

One  of  the  noblest  results  must  be  that  parental  authority  will  be  preserved  by  wise 
knowledge,  that  blesses  the  world.  In  such  families  the  life  of  youth  must  reach  the 
highest  state  of  innocence,  in  its  morning  hours,  and  maintain  the  best  surety  for  happi- 
ness in  its  declining  moments.  There  abides  the  best  guarantee  for  future  reformation. 
Neither  husband  nor  wife  should  be  deceived,  nor  any  of  their  sacred  engagements 
should  be  violated.  Profligates  are  apt  to  put  a  low  estimate  on  woman  or  marriage  ; 
hut  neither  position  can  be  properly  sustained  under  the  sacred  sanctions  of  adequate 
comprehension. 

How  much  valuable  lifetime  is  thrown  away  on  libertinism,  instead  of  virtuous  mar- 
ried life. 

Marriage  is  the  sacred  institution,  that  civilized  mind  estimates  as  the  noblest  of  social 
relations. 

It  cannot  be  fostered  with  too  pure  a  spirit. 

The  utmost  respect  should  be  paid  to  consanguinity,  and  the  greatest  regard  to  avoid 
the  marriage  of  blood  relations. 

Do  not  marry  within  less  than  six  generations  of  kindred. 

What  can  you,  parents,  expect  of  your  children,  if  you  make  their  marriages  without 
consent  of  your  children,  the  main  parties  concerned  1 

Give  them  the  privilege  to  marry  prudently,  but  lo  their  wishes.  Give  them  a  fair 
portion  of  property  at  the  start  of  married  life,  as  well  as  of  single  life,  otherwise  you 
may  embitter  if  not  crush  feelings  of  the  best  sympathies  of  mankind,  and  may  spare 
yourself  many  chagrins,  of  not  seeing  your  sons  spendthrifts,  and  your  daughters 
imprudent. 

if  the  world  was  more  equalized,  woman  would  act  better — ^man  would  necessarily 
do  better. 

Woman,  if  rightly  and  rationally  edacated,  cannot  but  see  her  proper  course,  from 
which  she  would  not  swerve.  Let  her  ask  herself  on  what  terms  man  proposes  his 
love,  and  she  can  decide  whether  they  be  those  of  honor ;  for  if  not,  they  are  unworthy 
of  her  attention,  and  require  her,  as  she  values  all  that  is  dear  to  her,  to  exclude  the 
wretch  who  would  dishonor  and  disgrace  her. 

Presume  on  no  alliance  through  relationship. 

There  are  some  persons  so  degraded  and  perverted  that  they  are  lost,  as  to  their  pre- 
sent organization.  Some  fear  to  marry,  on  account  of  the  baseness  of  woman !  This 
world  has  to  be  regenerated  by  a  conservative  revolution,  to  do  justice  to  it,  God  and 
mind.  Married  persons  have  to  bear  and  forbear,  with  mutual  regard.  They  should 
not  give  each  other  cause  of  complaint,  but  be  loving  and  just  to  each  other.  ,Let  those 
that  are  in  love  be  not  mistaken  in  any  respect. 

How  foolish  is  it,  that  the  dying  partner  should  seek  to  trammel  husband  or  wife  about 
future  marriages.  No  restriction  should  be  put  upon  the  rights  of  the  living  about  mar- 
riage, by  the  dying.  There  should  be  no  forced  matches :  all  should  be  properly  mar- 
ried to  their  wishes,  if  correct,  that  no  criminal  thoughts  or  actions  be  excited.  But 
how  unprofitable  are  the  love-matches,  anything  else,  brought  about  by  wily  relations 
and  scheming  friends.  A  keen  merchant,  most  unprincipled,  has  his  niece,  who  has 
property,  married  to  an  amorous  youth  with  little  brains,  and  involves  him  in  a  few 
months^  to  extent  of  his  capital,  and  beggars  both,  by  having  his  nephew-in-Iaw  to  sign 
his  paper.  This,  o(  course,  was  a  species  of  slow  murder ;  but  what  do  unprincipled 
characters  care  for  principles,  if  their  peculiar  education  has  been  to  their  neglect  ? 

Marriage  encounters  thousands  of  divorces,  private  difficulties,  and  ruptures.  Better 
never  marry,  unless  you  do  it  right,  and  then  the  sooner  the  better,  in  reason  and  justice 
to  the  maturity  of  developments.  Some  people  succeed  in  life,  with  any  but  the  main 
idea  of  marriage.  What  would  be  the  misery  to  a  sensitive  refined  mind,  of  having  an 
equivocal  position  by  marriage  1 

There  are  some  things,  as  death,  securityship,  and  marriage,  that  require  fore- 
thoughts. 

What  are  made-up  matches  generally  worth  ?  When  an  alliance  is  only  respectful 
to  either  sex,  then  it  is  bereft  of  its  inherent  virtue. 

Do  not  force  marriages,  much  less  abrogate  those  of  virtuous  love.  Why  are  there 
so  many  unhappy  ones  ?  What  is  the  true  conservative  conduct  ?  To  live  happily, 
above  fault,  suspicion. 

Maids  and  bachelors  have  to  investigate  their  most  important  interest.  They  should 
suit  themselves  in  marriage,  or  live  single.  One  had  better  be  miserable  than  two. 
The  mishaps  of  married  life  may  prevent  some  from  marrying.  There  is  risk,  and  a 
state  of  single  blessedness  might  in  some  respects  be  the  least  evil,  bat  rarely  so. 
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'  Do  not  many  for  money  nor  ambition.  Woman's  predominant  chanMstenstic  is  feel* 
ing  and  sympathy,  that  of  man  is  ratiocination  ;  and  both  should  act  accordingiy.  The 
time  for  marriage  is  most  important.  Marriage,  when  happy,  is  to  be  sought  for,  bat 
when  reflected  on  by  the  doUars,  is  to  be  deprecated,  and  to  be  cast  off,  as  a  trifle. 

We  should  never  give  too  much  personal  power  to  roan  or  woman,  and  never  destroy 
one's  own  personal  independence  merely  to  please  somebody,  who  usurps  and  monopo- 
lizes, according  to  concessions. 

Of  all.the  entangling  alliances,  unhappy  matrimony  may  be  one,  the  wont  that  being 
about  property.  To  smuggle  it  entails  endless  misery  and  degradation.  Better  hare 
no  property,  than  be  thus  involved.  Both  parties,  man  and  wife,  should  consult  uni- 
tedly, with  appropriate  rule  in  the  sphere  of  each,  with  discretion  and  wisdom. 

Bachelordom  may  have  its  pains  and  penalties ;  but  are  there  no  benefits  ?  It  shookl 
not  be  of  voluntary  choice.  We  should  seek  to  obtain  the  best  habits,  the  noblest  bese- 
flts  of  life,  in  all  legitimate  things.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  marriage  is  the  proper 
disposition  of  ourselves  for  virtue,  and  its  highest  satisfaction. 

Under  this  belief,  most  must  regret  a  single  life.  But  all  conditions,  single  and  mar- 
ried, are  bad,  if  corrupt.     What  avail  marriage,  if  it  do  not  produce  happiness  * 

Marriage  is  to  be  a  civil  ceremony  for  life,  unless  broken  up  by  extraordinarr  cir- 
cumstances, as  adultery.  Then  what  can  be  worse,  to  all  the  parties,  than  that  ennif  ^ 
When  we  see  the  wife,  with  her  young  ofispring,  deserted  by  him  whom  she  had  called 
husband,  reckless  of  nature's  ties,  we  would  say  that  she  might  congratulate  ber&elf, 
that  she  had  so  well  escaped  the  domestic  tyranny,  if  there  had  been  a  conspiiacj  or 
combination  against  her ;  that  she  had  well  escaped  from  one  who  was  a  dead  we!<r!rf 
on  her  hands  :  that  the  future  was  not  so  dark,  but  she  must  wait  on  time,  that  deci<i(!il 
all  things  best. 

The  wife  might  say  that  she  was  in  her  husband's  power,  and  could  not  help  herself 
The  wise  can  appreciate  much,  and  the  opinion  of  the  balance  is  worthless. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  wife  must  not  expect  to  make  the  home  of  both  disagreeaKf . 
and  then  expect  to  retain  full  attraction.  Of  all  positions  in  the  world,  antagooiai 
must  be  avoided  in  the  married  state. 

There  is  nothing  equal  to  the  pure  tows  of  two  worthy  people,  who  alicNxld  w^it 
permit  the  first  step  to  their  violation.  W^hat  nonsense  that  domestic  fends  should  n^ 
about  trifles !  What  luxuries  ever  can  atone  for  lost  love  ?  When  a  separaikm  is  vu- 
tonly  sought,  then  incalculable  injury  is  done  society.  An  honorable  marriage  is  tb*- 
sure  policy  pointed  out  by  nature,  that  has  balanced,  or  nearly  equalized  the  sexes  ^ 
each  country. 

When  the  worid  has  been  put  in  the  wrong  by  error,  it  must  be  made  right  by  sciciire. 

There  is  half  a  million  of  females  left  in  Great  Britain  over  the  amount  of  male^,  t^'^ 
estimated,  on  account  of  the  male  emigration  and  employment  in  the  marine.  Si\!l^ 
of  the  females  must  be  colonized  where  the  males  have  gone. 

No  individual  that  seeks  marriage  should  think  of  courting  for  mere  courtesy,  whei 
his  conviction  goes  against  it.  Woman  or  man  should  live  above  suspicion.  Tbt-r 
should  be  no  such  abuse  of  public  morals  as  is  at  the  capitals  and  metropolis  of  son-: 
states.  Let  no  vicious  fashion,  custom,  or  opinion,  flourish  with  impunity,  that  i»  s^^ 
sound. 

Let  the  sovereign  people  decide  that,  on  full  analysis.  Some  women  may  be  ctiv 
ning.  Some  have  been  made  so  by  Orientalism,  increased  by  peculiar  faith  edoc3;b»- 
by  man's  brutality.  In  the  name  of  God,  ennoble,  not  crush,  the  mother  of  your  ch^ 
dren.  Spare,  not  crush  woman,  the  creature,  to  double  brutality.  Spare  womwi : 
noblest  independence,  that  she  may  be  your  refined  equal,  and  aid  yon  in  the  bob^ 
most  refined,  civilization  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  primary  virtues  is  chastity,  for  which  husbands  may  overlook  idsbt  V>: 
faults  of  their  wives ;  but  a  transgression  in  this  respect  is  one  of  the  unpardoB::^- 
sins,  to  be  washed  out  by  blood  alone  ! !     Wives  must  hold  tenaciously  to  tlus  possi  t. 
the  only  one  of  safety.     How  horrible  is  the  depravity  of  its  violation.     What  marc-. 
not  to  individuals,  but  families. 

Intellectual  mothers  will  teach  their  daughters  this,  the  noblest  legacy  that  they  c^ 
leave  to  them.  By  it  they  are  jewels  of  the  noblest  appreciation,  above  the  ^Wtb  « : 
vulgar  men.  Without  it  they  disgrace  all,  and  the  name  of  woman.  Such  ch:.- 
tity,  ignobly,  illegitimately  yielded  by  the  poorest  wretch,  makes  her  poorest  indi^':^ 
Wnole  hecatombs  of  worlds  cannot  atone  lor  this  sacrifice.  Woman's  honor  is  ths- 
doomed,  and  she  is  uncasted  forever  in  this  world.  One  such  transgression  opens  i.*^ 
door  to  her  loss  on  earth.  Man  as  well  as  woman  have  to  consider  in  this  respect  tbt: 
mighty  sacrifices.  What  shall  the  world  do  to  stay  the  spendthrift  husband,  who  car  • 
little  or  nothing  for  the  family,  sells  all,  and  leaves  clandestinely  1 
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.The  poor  newly-married  couple  should  receire  portions  of  the  State.  It  is  bad 
enough  lo  have  a  bad  neighbor,  much  less  a  bad  conjugal  partner. 

What  teaches  the  sacredness  of  blood  relationship  tliat  must  not  be  united  in  mar- 
riage within  certain  degrees  of  consanguinity  ?  The  highest  of  all  legislation,  the 
^visest  decisions  of  nature ;  and  the  highest  mural  and  religious  principles  sanction  all 
the  relations  of  affinity  as  equally  sacred. 

Men  truly  represent  their  character  when  lovers. 

Married  parties  ought  to  study  what  will  render  each  mutually  agreeable,  not  antago- 
nistic. When  parties  about  to  marry  find  tliat  they  do  not  love,  they  had  best  stop 
there  ;  better  than  seek  divorces. 

The  marriage  ceremony  should  be  by  a  civil  magistrate,  as  none  otherwise  is  valid  in 
the  proper  sense.  Marriage  is  a  means  of  happiness  for  life,  not  for  a  temporary  con- 
venience, or  dual  conventionality. 

The  Roman  church  dissolves  the  ties  of  matrimony,  and  is  a  world-nuisance. 
ArYoman  is  man's  equal,  refined  civilization  tells  us  all  that,  but  in  difiercnt  spheres  of 
action.     No  matter  how  quickly  the  world  refined  civilization  progresses. 

Marriage  is  held  sacred  even  among  savages,  so  called,  so  much  so,  that  with 
roany  the  guilt  of  violation  of  the  nuptial  vow  determines  the  death  of  the  parties. 
1'he  guilt  of  violation  of  female  chastity  or  virtue,  is  another  step  of  iniquitous  magni- 
tude. Assignation  in  large  cities  has  been  supposed  to  present  eifectual  secrecy ; 
but  even  there  the  conspirators  of  illicit  amours  have  been  detected,  and  signally 
punished. 

There  is  but  one  protection  in  life,  and  that  through  principles.  Crimination  and 
recrimination  rather  stultify  the  parties,  when  it  takes  both  to  commit  the  crime. 
\\  here  are  mind,  principles,  religion  ?     Surely  not  in  abevance  to  lust. 

There  should  be  no  advertisement  to  obtain  wife  or  husband.  Proper  marriage  is  the 
legitimate  purpose :  it  cannot  be  a  mercantile  affair. 

ADULTERY. 

Under  the  snake  folds  of  fornication^s  corrupt  drapery,  the  fearful  crime  of  adultery 
larks,  awaiting  a  punishment  that  exposes  guilt  and  disgrace  in  all  their  horrid  deformi- 
ties, and  arousing  up  fatal  retaliations,  vindicating  itself  by  fearful  retributions,  that,  if 
noi  allied  to  the  vindictiveness  of  murder  because  incompetent  to  execute  it,  may  be 
participant  of  equal  depths  of  guilt  and  iniquity.  The  marriage  vow  of  conjugal  fidelity 
18  sacredly  to  be  observed  by  both  parties  to  the  compact  in  every  respect,  else  the  one 
violating  perpetrates  perjury,  and  is  amenable  for  its  commission. 

Neither  party  is  exempt  from  the  sacred  obligation.  The  paramount  rights  of  morals 
hold  it  sacred.  A  wise  legislation  and  competent  execution  of  laws,  should  protect 
society  from  all  the  injuries  of  illegitimate  and  inordinate  lust,  else  the  laws  will  be 
taken  into  the  hands  of  the  injured  party. 

The  days  have  passed,  thanks  to  mind  and  mind^s  associate  reason,  when  tyrants 
lorded  it  unprincipled  over  roan's  rights  and  feelings,  and  tlie  wealthy  or  potent  tyrant 
of  social  blessings,  luxuriated  in  all  the  debaucheries  of  the  age,  that  presented  a  hope- 
lessness little  short  of  passive  toleration,  when  virtue  was  hardly  esteemed  more  by  the 
ude  barbarians  of  the  age,  than  an  ignorance  of  the  ways  to  vice  and  her  prostituted 

soinations. 

^f  you  play  with  the  rattlesnake,  you  need  not  be  surprised  at  receiving  the  poison. 

Does  woman  come  into  the  conjugal  relation,  pure  and  chaste  1  'J'hcn  it  becomes 
mnn  to  preserve  it  most  sacredly. 

What,  but  misery,  is  the  fruit  of  adultery,  that  constitutes  a  violation  of  just  and 
most  sacred  rights,  an  incurable  injury,  atoned  for  very  often  by  blood  ? 

Adultery  presents  the  deepest  wounds  of  conscience,  of  social,  moral,  political  and 
religious  relations,  personal  disgrace  and  infamy.  Here  ensue  the  deepest  and  most 
poignant  misery,  and  most  agonizing  remorse.  The  old,  vitiated,  and  adulterated, 
debauched  companions,  are  most  dearly  purchased. 

Death  is  often  the  penalty  from  revenge,  and  that  even  from  Uie  humblest  slave  who 
revenges  the  foul  insult  and  deed  done  him  as  a  man.  Such  vice  will  surrender  the 
culprit  into  the  power  of  the  humblest. 

The  only  safe  position  of  independence  is  to  put  one^s  self  into  the  power  of  no  man. 
Principles  alone  will  protect. 

It  is  bad  business  to  conmiit  such  act,  but  for  the  ruined  party  to  be  victimized  by 
the  poison  of  such  degraded  intercourse,  the  whole  life-time  is  one  of  the  curses  of 
horrid  vice.     But  what  refined  being  desires  to  ]iv«  with  a  party,  contaminated  in  aU 
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the  depravity  of  adultery  ?  Which  of  the  injured  party  likes  to  submit  to  the  recUees 
indignity,  or  dishonorably  permit  the  world  to  be  deceived  into  social  iotercoorse  with 
such  depraved  being  1 

This  prostitution,  the  most  heinous  that  mankind  commits,  ruins  the  peace  of  families, 
produces  certain  loss  of  reputation  of  the  guilty  parties  in  properly  elevated  circles  of 
society,  and  frequently,  the  premature  death  of  one  or  both,  in  several  ways  of  penalty, 
either  directly  by  the  hand  of  man,  or  indirectly  by  the  vindication  of  God's  principles. 

What  poor  standards  are  too  often  presented  the  world,  from  frail  mortality  ?  Mind 
ever  needs  the  best  from  principles,  not  the  copies  of  poor  human  nature. 

It  needs  the  best  guides  from  the  great  book  of  nature,  directed  by  reason  and  the 
God  of  both,  consequently,  it  must  reject  all  the  dark  spots  and  precedents  attached  to 
dark  ages,  and  their  darker  bibles  of  tradition. 

No  modest  female  ought  to  permit  herself  to  be  approached  by  any  one  that  she  is 
not  properly  certain  is  a  safe  companion,  or  thorough-bred  gentleman,  in  all  the  seo^s 
of  the  word  :  a  man  of  strict  veracity,  honor  and  virtue. 

There  are  some  individuals  whose  very  atmosphere  is  tainted  and  poisonous,  their 
looks  infectious,  and  their  communications  licentious  and  contagious.  What  will  it 
profit  the  world  to  know  such  of  either  sex  ?  It  may  be  the  dawn  of  absolute  perdition. 
Who  is  more  seductive  than  an  artful,  insidious  libertine,  except  an  intriguing,  debauched 
woman  ?  Neither  in  thought,  word,  deed,  or  looks,  are  they  to  be  trusted  by  the  pure 
and  upright.     The  right  current  of  thought  has  not  the  right  direction  with  them. 

What  can  compensate  for  the  adulterer's  loss  of  life  by  his  iniquity  a  moment! 
None — not  even  the  law  can  lean  to  the  protection  of  life  or  reputation  thus  forfeited  at 
vice's  shrine. 

This  injury  is  liable  to  be  vindicated  before  the  highest  tribunal  of  enlightened  public 
opinion. 

The  freeman's  doctrine  is  now  retribution  by  blood,  when  the  avenger  of  chastity  wiH 
keep  better  faith  than  all  the  bibles  of  tradition.  The  true  position,  when  defined,  re- 
quires the  whole  comprehension  of  the  moral  law  fully  asserted,  to  be  honorably  vindi- 
cated. Exposition  is  succeeded  by  execution.  If  the  principles  of  the  universe,  that 
rule  its  solar  systems  and  their  spheres,  are  not  conservative,  the  necessary  result  is 
that  they  are  destructive. 

Cases  of  adultery  ensue,  where  death  follows  the  paramour,  though  himself  seduced. 

Both  parties  have  their  part  of  duty  to  society  to  perform.  In  this  matter  the  receirer 
is  as  bad  as  the  thief;  both  are  guilty  participants. 

If  one  party  escape  by  courtesy  and  clemency,  peace  of  mind  may  be  lost  forever, 
tlie  parents  become  degraded,  and  die  under  the  reckless  stroke  of  an  ungrateful  and 
ignominious  child,  who  lives  most  oflen  in  poignant  anguish  a  living  death. 

In  all  these  cases,  there  was  originally  some  great  and  comprehensive  wrong. 

Seducers — Hands  off !  Youth  may  be  injured  irrevocably  by  the  base  of  every  so- 
ciety whose  look  is  seductive  and  whose  action  is  disgrace.  What  right  has  any  mar- 
ried party  to  assume  that  either  can  act  to  the  crime  of  lust,  that  either  has  less  rights, 
or  that  both  have  any  rights  to  commit  infractions  against  the  legitimate  demands  of 
proper  state  of  society  1  What  can  be  worse  than  faith  of  marriage-vows  broken  1  Do 
want  and  worthlessness  drive  to  this  ignominy  1  You  that  wield  money  power,  or  any 
influence,  have  you  not  violated  your  obligations  to  society  by  any  infraction  on  this 
holy  and  sacred  position  ?  Neither  age  nor  sex,  office  nor  pretences,  freedom  or  slavery, 
can  excuse  you  before  the  God  of  the  universe. 

Some  married  women  may  prove  false  from  pure  revenge,  by  the  previous  disgrace- 
ful conduct  of  their  husbands.  But  with  what  folly.  The  action  of  freemen  who  hare 
taken  the  avenging  of  this  iniquity  into  their  own  hands,  has  placed  it  long  before  the 
age  of  legislation. 

My  reply  to  one  soliciting  my  attendance  on  a  meeting  to  confirm  the  legal  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  him  who  vindicated  the  honor  of  his  marriage  bed  by  killing  him 
whom  he  accused  as  guilty,  was,  that  the  dignity  of  justice  was  adequate  for  her  uwu 
protection. 

Reason  permits  an  acquittal  for  killing  in  the  act  of  adultery.  If  legislators  wish  to 
have  this  question  suitably  met,  let  them  wisely  define  by  laws  all  proper  penalties. 
Hardly  yet  has  adultery  received  its  proper  counteraction  by  wise  legislation.  What 
subject  has  ? 

What  argument  with  all  the  parties,  to  complete  exhaustion,  will  cause  as  much 
benefit  to  be  the  result,  the  crisis  to  be  met,  as  wh6lesome  penalties?  How  would 
you  act,  feel,  treat  the  parties  identified  with  your  aflfections,  caught  in  adultery  ? 

You  cannot  watch  the  parties  always,  but  you  can  cause  conservative  principles  to 
be  advanced  that  always  watch,  never  sleep. 
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Nothing  less  than  a  religious,  social,  and  moral  conservatlYe  reTolution  will  alter  the 
corruption  of  the  world,  as  to  the  infidelity  of  married  persons.  Man  as  well  as  woman 
have  their  parts  to  act  in  this  matter.     The  country,  tne  world*  has  its  part. 

The  church  furnishes  no  positive  guarantee  at  all  for  none  of  these  obligations. 

Unchastity  in  both  sexes  is  better  prevented  than  punished  by  a  right  ordering  of 
society,  and  can  be  best  obviated  by  adequate  laws  that  public  morals  will  cause  to  be 
fully  enforced,  and  will  correct  the  most  of  the  evils  at  the  fountain  head,  when  gun- 
powder does  not  fully  avail  or  cannot  apply,  as  when  the  delinquents  become  common  as 
brutes.  But  where  was  the  dignity  of  character  of  the  other  party  1  Was  he  wilfully 
blind  to  his  own  honor,  and  to  the  respect  due  good  society  all  this  time  ?  Laws 
are  essential,  but  individual  mind's  action  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Adulterers  and  adulteresses,  seducers  and  seduceresses,  degrade  society. 

As  much  as  the  deep  iniuries  of  war  fall  below  the  universal  blessings  of  peace  that 
is  honorable,  so  do  these  characters  fall  beluw  chaste  wives  and  their  worthy  husbands. 
(Conscience  cannot  be  appreciated  by  any  such  people,  who  are  as  reckless  as  bar- 
barian savages.     But  they  can  be  made  to  feel  iir  points  most  sensitive. 

The  correct  process  in  society  is  for  all  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  require- 
ments, and  of  the  world's  duty.  You  should  know  if  practicable,  human  nature,  and 
should  rarely  have  it  to  say.  Did  the  world  ever  see  such  a  worthless  character  as  this  ? 
The  world  can  make  no  proper  impressions  on  some  of  the  reckless,  whose  minds,  badly 
cultivated  or  not  cultivated,  are  unbalanced  by  animal  passions  and  depraved  tastes. 
You  take  it  for  granted,  because  they  move  in  the  right  circle,  that  they  are  right. 

Their  mind  lias  been  perverted,  and  t.  iir  improper  appreciation  of  principles 
unworthy  of  the  world.  What  can  the  world  be  benefited  by  them,  since  they  are  not 
trustworthy  ? 

Docs  the  adulterer  seek  to  play  with  the  rattlesnake  in  his  bosom  ?  Then  his  indal-^ 
gences  cannot  be  bought  off  with  less  than  life-blood,  and  the  mother  may  become* 
deranged  for  the  end  of  such  a  son,  having  paid  the  severest  debt  of  retribution.  What 
can  console  friends  ?  That  they  have  sanctioned  the  strictest  adherence  to  virtue  ? 
Common  sense  principles  must  govern  the  world.  They  are  its  only  conservatives. 
If  a  man  choose  to  degrade  himself  by  seduction,  fornication,  and  adultery,  he  would 
animalize  himself  easily  enough,  but  man  must  consider  himself  a  responsible,  honor- 
able,  and  social  being.  Adultery  that  leads  to  lying  for  the  adulteress  at  the  death 
bed  scene,  prematurely  and  forcibly  brought  about,  demands  that  all  should  be  let  alone 
altogether. 

The  world's  history  abounds  with  such  disasters. 

It  is  bad  to  admit  into  one's  confidence,  society,  or  one's  family,  a  being  that  turns 
out  degraded,  whose  habits  are  of  base  grovelling  sensuality,  increased  by  drunkenness, 
perfidious  or  of  no  proper  faith,  false  to  all  principles  of  honor  that  will  deceive  and 
betray.     An  unfaithful  wife  or  husband,  darkens  this  picture. 

In  chastity  and  other  virtues,  none  but  an  exalted  rational  education  rightly  con- 
veyed, can  give  man  or  woman,  the  world,  their  exalted  rank.  How  often  is  it  that 
we  hear  of  the  false  honor  and  miserable  bad  faitli  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people, 
the  married  not  adhering  to  their  mates,  but  basely  common,  so  different  from  thai 
honorable  state  of  a  correct  education  that  prevents  such  degradation,  but  teaches  all  to 
respect  themselves. 

This  causes  the  most  respectable  and  refined,  the  happiest  attainable  state  of  the 
world. 

In  regard  to  unchaste  women,  let  adulterers  recollect  that  it  is  actino^  in  the  best  of 
good  faith  and  wisdom,  to  resist  an  adulteress,  as  peace  of  mind,  freedom  from  vice, 
and  independence  of  contingent  injuries  will  arise  by  proper  action. 

As  to  temporary  possession  of  such  a  woman,  why  not  have  permanent  enjoyment 
of  one  to  be  confided  in  ?  Lovely  is  the  modest  woman — truly  lovely  is  the  chaste 
one,  more  honored  than  all  jewels  and  brilliants.  She  maketh  glad  the  nation,  and  is 
the  praise  of  all.  Poor  and  friendless,  her  chastity  is  her  strength  and  glory.  When 
she  loses  that,  she  loses  the  treasure  of  all  price,  that  if  a  queen,  she  is  an  outcast  and 
beggar. 

The  adulterer  and  seducer  put  their  lives  afany  times  in  the  hands  of  avengers,  who 
may  destroy  them  at  once  in  the  fulness  of  their  sin  and  iniquity ;  not  only  that,  but  in 
the  power  of  the  laws,  risking  their  own  happiness  and  peace  for  ever,  causing  disrup- 
tions never  to  be  healed — and  disquiet  never  to  be  remedied.  There  could  be  no 
adulteress  if  there  were  not  adulterers ;  no  prostitutes,  if  the  male  world  would  act 
chastely  and  virtuously. 

History  tells  the  position  of  adulteresses  once  having  a  lofty  bearing  with  character, 
punished  most  miserably  in  a  foreign  land,  forced  by  opinion  to  fly  the  scorn  of  their 
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own  country,  liviag  afterwards  wretched  and  poor,  bereft  of  neccsaaries,  and  worst  of 
all,  most  pitiable  in  character  and  reputatioo.  Such  have  been  the  wives  of  «mhatsa« 
dors,  and  had  brave  admirals  for  their  paramours.  Some  as  sirens,  have  seen  their 
husbands  murdered  by  their  paramours,  and  have  had  no  peace  in  sleep,  screaming  out 
in  the  agony  of  their  remorseful  and  punished  minds,  over  which  the  serpent  guilt  had 
triumphed.     What  was  the  state  of  their  wakeful  moments  ? 

Adultery  produces  most  serious  results  and  evils — ^among  them  is  disgrace  that  is 
proportionate  to  the  refinement  of  social  civilization.  Cases  have  occurred  where 
married  men  have  sought  to  corrupt  ladies  that  were  respectable,  and  been  signally  aod 
publicly  disgraced.  The  wise  man  will  not  put  himself  in  the  power  of  his  punish- 
ments, as  he  will  exclude  them  by  the  wisest  forecast  of  innocence.  What  do  not 
adulterers  sacrifice?  Their  disgrace  may  be  so  ignominious,  that  tliey  have  no  plea- 
sure in  their  family,  and  may  be  obliged  to  leave.  Such  have  to  beware  of  adultery 
that  may  arouse,  little  as  they  expect  the  law  of  retaliation,  brute  force,  retributive  justice, 
the  double  barreled  gun. 

They  had  cared  notliing  for  the  imbecile  husband,  as  they  deemed  him.  But  thsj 
have  to  care  for  principles  that  vindicate  themselves  and  the  God  of  all.  Do  th^y 
appreciate  malign  habits,  that  master  and  tyrannize  to  death  ?  They  should  not  put 
themselves  in  the  power  of  vice  that  overrules  with  an  iron  despotism.  They  most 
fear  a  violation  of  principles. 

Avoid  adultery,  though  the  husband  be  completely  imbecile.  The  double-barreled 
gun  may  miss,  but  God's  eternal  principles  vindicate  themselves  with  unerring  reuihu- 
tive  justice. 

The  murder  and  assassination  for  the  violation  of  the  nuptial  bed  must  be  stopped 
by  the  wise  precaution  of  mind.  How  ?  By  wise  legislation.  Abolish  the  law, 
making  killing  for  adultery  excusable  homiciae.  Why  not  go  one  step  further,  and 
Inake' adultery  amenable  to  capital  punishment? 

But,  then,  how  can  human  nature  resist  temptation  ?  It  takes  two  to  commit  adul- 
tery. Be  the  position  what  it  may,  wise  legislation  must  do  away  with  the  necessity 
of  the  citizen  avenging  himself,  by  excusable  homicide.  The  impulse  of  passion  may 
be  so  great  in  catching  in  the  act  of  adultery,  that  the  injured  party  may  take  veo- 
geance  direct  on  the  guilty.  Legislation  that  is  wise  would  fix  up  the  world  belter 
about  adultery,  to  prevent  it  by  excusable  homicide.  Adulterers  never  know  whea 
they  are  safe.  Some  debased  women  may  give  the  first  challenge,  but  man  must  ^ve 
the  last  resistance.  Man  has  his  part  of  social  duty  to  perform,  and  abstain  txom  this, 
one  of  the  highest  felonies  and  soul  treacheries. 

Women  might  send  their  compliments  and  respects,  might  we  say  love,  to  gentlemen. 
Should  that  arouse  the  sleeping  lion  ?  For  what  ?  Some  of  the  most  terrible  effects 
of  the  human  passions  are  involved  in  love  matters.  Wise  and  prudent  men  should 
make  no  advance  in  them,  other  than  compatible  and  congenial.  They  should  a&iuie 
themselves  only  of  the  correct  moral  position. 

What  can  be  more  immoral  than  the  custom  of  pretended  fashionable  life,  visiting 
after  dark,  the  leaving  of  one's  own  wife  for  another  to  gallant,  and  late  at  nighi  I 
Who  is  the  best  companion,  the  husband  or  the  stranger  ?  But  it  looks  country-like  to 
gallant  one^s  own  wife !  The  female  of  course  can  appropriate  right  customs  aLd 
habits,  but  beyond  that  she  is  risking  an  evil.  Is  it  possible  that  free  republicans,  at 
any  city,  should  adopt  the  degraded  customs  of  monarchists  ?  Above  all,  the  fashioo^ 
of  pure  citizens  should  take  precedence,  and  will  when  the  world  become-s  virtuous 
under  wisdom.  The  imperative  obligations  of  society  are  to  produce  virtuous  suebl 
qualities.  When  woman,  that  has  pledged  her  best  faith,  throws  all  such  away,  that 
woman  has  thrown  her  soul  away,  as  far  as  in  her  lies.  What  is  worse  than  a  cun- 
ning, deceiving  woman,  whose  beautiful  body  enshrines  a  soul  hideous  as  sin,  and  more 
destructive  than  the  rattlesnake,  that  warns  ere  it  strikes. 

Interference  with  the  domestic  social  relations  in  families  produces  not  only  bitter 
prejudices,  but  vindictive  feelings,  and  just  retaliation  against  the  individual  reckless  of 
proper  principles.  The  trials  of  adultery  are  such,  as  for  refined  gold ;  mankind  have 
to  resist  temptation.     If  the  first  taint  be  in  youth,  the  corruption  is  hard  to  eradicate. 

Commission  of  adultery  is  commission  of  perjury.  Both  parties  are  amenable,  cul- 
pable, criminal,  guilty. 

As  to  adultery,  there  are  two  that  play  at  that  game,  equally  guilty  and  culpable 
of  perjury.     Put  every  thing  on  principles,  and  then  they  will  carry  out  themselves. 

What  is  virtue  but  this  very  thing  ?  The  unilorm  adherence  to  principle  is  virtue, 
that  is  immutable,  has  no  fashion. 

What !  the  seducer  love  when  he  seeks  to  dishonor  ?  Does  the  lovely  married  one 
stoop  to  listen  ?    Is  she  deranged,  to  believe  the  false  pretence  1 
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What  horrible  iniquity,  by  disseverance  from  marriage  ties,  unless  the  best  of  reasons, 
caused  by  adultery  of  the  other  party,  prevail.  Old  age  or  death  divorces  soon 
enough. 

We  must  recollect  that  if  the  wife,  the  weaker,  does  not  complain  of  improper  treat- 
ment of  her  husband,  it  is  because  she  prudently  chooses  the  least  of  evils.  The 
marriage  relation,  one  of  chastest  virtue,  cannot  be  denounced  or  violated,  but  by  the 
vicious  or  degraded.  When  one  female  sues  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband  for  his 
bad  conduct,  well  can  we  appreciate  the  suggestions  to  her  of  her  friend,  stating  that 
many  other  females  had  to  bear  in  silence  misdeeds  and  mistreatment.  There  are 
many  causes  of  disagreement  laid  at  the  foundation,  too  often  overlooked  till  the  mar- 
riage is  consummated.  When  parties  are  aware  of  the  absence  of  moral  persona) 
worth,  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  social  happiness,  what  better  can  they  expect 
after  union  ?  Of  the  various  characters,  when  a  gambler  deceives  a  woman  of  respect- 
able standing  into  marriage,  starting  on  gambled  money,  how  can  the  world  expect  to 
see  such  a  union  prosperous  1  Bad  people,  that  wish  to  dissolve  the  marriage  vow, 
should  be  strictly  counteracted  by  the  uniform  character  of  all  divorces  to  be  granted, 
on  account  of  the  guilt  of  the  party,  who  is  excluded  from  marriage.  The  facility  of 
divorce  is  an  evil.  Marriage  presents  the  idea  of  divorce,  or  shooting  down  if  per- 
verted ;  but  still  these  evils  must  be  rightly  analyzed.  It  is  true  the  life  of  single 
blessedness  is  very  objectionable,  and  should  not  be  voluntarily  chosen,  for  the  best  of 
considerations,  of  virtue  and  patriotism,  as  rational  life  functions  are  paramount;  but 
what  can  be  worse  than  an  ill-matched  marriage  ? 

There  should  be  no  facilities  for  divorce. 

Expulsion  of  society — is  that  nothing  ?  What  claims  have  any  on  society  or  princi- 
ples that  they  recklessly  violate  1 

FORNICATION. 

In  fornication,  the  tendency  is  of  a  cast  with  the  circle  of  principal  offences,  that  ex- 
hibit a  sad  and  very  often  a  rumous  result  on  both  parties. 

For  self-preservation,  the  first  law  of  nature,  a  line  of  deraarkation  has  to  be  drawn'by 
society,  that  abides  by  intellect,  in  chastity  and  modesty,  the  jewels  of  sex. 

The  simplest  transgression  under  the  influence  of  inordinate  lust,  bespeaks  the  first 
step  of  primary  evil.  The  sleeping  lion  is  aroused,  and  may  never  be  allayed.  The 
most  ferocious  habit  may  have  been  created,  that  can  never  be  laid  aside,  till  functions 
or  life  are  extinct. 

The  least  of  all  evils  is,  never  to  tolerate  for  a  moment,  any  avenue  to  gratify  lust  by 
illegitimate  or  unnatural  means  at  all. 

Ignominy,  the  loss  of  self-respect  and  that  of  society,  may  fix  the  misery  on  the  sex 
that  may  uncaste  itself,  an  inextricable  position  for  woman,  fixed  by  the  universal  laws 
of  violated  nature  and  the  best  society,  and  a  sad  one  most  often  for  man  who  may  never 
recover  from  habits,  that  fix  the  iron  grasp  of  their  final  tyranny  on  both. 

The  loss  of  health  is  too  oflen  ended  in  its  total  sacrifice,  with  a  painful  existence  of 
mind  and  body,  the  feelings  crushed,  and  the  value  of  life  ruined  or  blasted.  The  lia- 
bility to  crinie,  complex  and  intricate,  is  easy  under  its  many  tortuous  wiles,  hard  indeed, 
to  be  rescueH  from,  even  to  the  seduction  of  innocence  and  modest  virtue,  to  the  agony 
of  soul  in  its  deepest  sensibility,  down  to  the  excruciating  anguish  of  ruined  honor  in 
suicide,  for  which  the  seducer  is  responsible,  even  to  the  murder  of  the  offspring,  their 
criminal  neglect,  contingent  injury,  exposure  to  a  degraded  corruption  of  mind  witli 
shame  upon  its  face,  sin  and  iniquity  its  example  and  authority  for  its  constant  practice. 
One  deeper  step  of  guilt,  places  the  sinner  in  the  quagmire  of  adultery. 

When  man  alienates  the  noble  purpose  of  creation,  he  becomes  identified  with  the 
foul  outrage. 

Who  can  be  less  honest  and  more  debased  than  the  designing  seducer  and  adulterer, 
who  destroy  the  best  of  public  property  ?  Human  nature  may  be  so  degraded,  as  to 
pirate  under  the  domestic  protection,  against  the  chastest  virtues  of  woman. 

Nothing  is  sacred  to  such  brutes,  who  must  forget  the  world-wide  benefits  of  social 
protection. 

They  have  thus  forfeited  thfiir  claims  to  such  stock,  and  are  amenable  to  all  the 
forfeits. 
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How  many  of  the  world  are  unworthy  of  the  trial  of  friendship  of  the  confidiog,  that 
would  be  degraded  and  disgraced  by  such  worthless  trash  of  the  world. 

There  are  many  evils,  attending  upon  fornication  unappreciated  by  the  parties,  till 
the  sad  results  burst  in  upon  them.  Fornication  produces  loss  of  estimation  of  the  vir- 
tuous, and  an  extensive  category  of  crime.  If  child-bearing  ensues,  it  is  prevented,  guilt 
attaches  involving  mind,  relatively  to  the  amount.  Murder  is  attached  to  foeticide  or 
infanticide. 

Do  ignorant  girls  see  all  this  bearing  1  Their  pregnancy  involves  them  in  shame, 
then  in  guilt  to  horrible  perdition.  The  first  step  if  false,  ruins  in  the  course  of  ioi- 
quity's  amount 

Why  avoid  fornication  ?  The  seduction  of  the  parties,  leads  to  misery  of  relaiioas 
and  friends,  destruction  of  children  too  often,  their  victimisation  of  morals,  mind  and  body. 
How  much  is  society  affected  by  disorganization,  in  its  essential  parts  by  extreme 
vices.  We  have  known  of  arson  or  house-burning  after  it  was  being  perpetrated,  to 
exclude  vicious  characters  from  a  respectable  community !  Was  iLis  wu»ely  doce, 
though  self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature  ?  All  the  wrongs  of  the  universe 
can  never  make  a  right.  Due  complaints  to  the  governing  powers,  wisely  entnisied 
with  proper  authority,  might  have  caused  this  ejection  as  nuisances.  Wise  legis- 
lation should  then  never  be  neglected,  and  can  only  comport  with  its  necessity  and 
suitable  execution.  Should  a  grand  jury  take  cognizance  of  Lynch  laws,  would  perjuiy 
of  the  incendiary  if  capable  of  rescue,  be  left  unessayed  ?  The  bars  of  conscience 
bribed  for  wretched  deeds,  are  subject  to  any  gust  of  passion  and  revenge,  and  .one  crime 
many  years  afterwards,  lands  the  perpetrator  in  a  penitentiary  and  a  felon^s  grave. 

The  poor  imbecile  never  comprehends  in  his  mind^s  eye,  the  whole  category  of 
crime^s  circle,  for  which  others  are  responsible. 

What  protects  any,  from  a  reckless  incendiary's  torch  ?  In  fornication,  rational  reli- 
gion looks  to  the  shame  of  all  parties  and  exempts  neither  sex,  as  both  are  amenable  is 
guilt  for  exposure  of  their  offspring  to  the  taunts  of  an  unjust  world,  or  the  chill  penoiy 
of  its  disregard,  much  more  for  its  murder,  moral  degradation,  life  of  infamy,  and  tuo 
often  of  misery. 

I  call  for  the  returning  sense  of  wisdom  and  justice,  in  a  free  and  untrammeled  people 
in  seduction,  &c.  Tell  us  what  the  true  love  of  man  or  woman  is  worth,  ere  the  flower 
of  innocence  be  blighted  and  destroyed  ? 

The  seducers  may  well  cause  women  of  respectable  feeling  and  proper  breeding,  to 
avoid  their  company  as  poisonous  contagion  ;  most  rightfully  so  indeed,  from  the  cor- 
ruption of  contact.     Their  wiles  circumvent  and  prevent  escape. 

Chastity  is  founded  upon  the  just  action  consistent  with  the  true  principles  of  correct 
systems,  and  the  nature  of  the  universe. 

Time  has  established  reforms  in  the  social  circles,  respecting  fornication  and  adulterr, 
and  other  analogous  crimes,  for  which  better  correction  will  be  adopted,  when  public 
opinion  will  be  more  enlightened  on  the  wrong. 

The  mind  of  the  public  must  necessarily  be  amended,  when  it  reflects  on  and  cooteiu- 
plates  the  past  corruptions  of  society,  yielding  to  the  light  of  civilization.  It  is  the 
beautiful  discipline  of  mind,  towering  in  the  liberal  and  rational  studies  of  philosophical 
science  and  literature,  that  can  climb  to  its  illustrious  position. 

The  simple  but  chaste  woman,  will  not  believe  the  most  wily  man  as  haying  aoy 
regard  for  her,  when  he  asks  her  ever  to  disregard  the  principles  conservative  of  life 
and  its  blessings. 

She  can  well  appreciate  at  the  only  right  time  before  hand,  the  disgust  of  the  parties 
after  fornication  and  adultery,  as  there  can  be  no  love  where  inordinate  brutal  lust  mis- 
led the  guilty  parties.  The  chaste  woman  will  not  entrust  herself  into  man's  company^ 
much  less  his  protection,  unless  he  can  appreciate  his  past  and  present  standing. 

She  certainly  will  not  subject  herself  to  the  influence  of  any  article  conreyed  through 
snuff,  diet,  drink,  confectionary,  fruits  from  a  mere  stranger,  or  indeed  any  whose 
standing  is  not  well  and  thoroughly  established.  She  will  certainly  refuse  him,  wheo 
it  is  meet  that  she  should  have  security  of  principles.  Female  chastity  can  be  best 
secured,  by  supreme  care,  and  respect. 

The  youth  of  the  country  should  rely  on  the  country,  and  avoid  all  the  ills  of  strange 
and  overgrown  cities,  if  possible  to  do  so.  If  females  seek  nroper  business  of  the  city, 
they  should  be  certain  of  persons  of  proper  standing  to  advise  with,  ere  they  expose 
themselves  to  the  temptations  and  dangers  of  cities. 

All  deviation  betrays  a  stupidity  that  stultifies  the  actresses  who  are  inTolred  in  all 
the  degradations.  The  virtuous-minded  will  neither  seek  nor  suffer  seductions.  Fornica- 
tion hath  its  stings  and  adultery  its  ignominy.  Both*  act  like  slow  poisons  on  many 
Tictims.    Conspiracy  by  drugs  endangers  the  life  of  all  engaged  therein,  both  of  mother 
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-and  child,  as  not  only  they,  but  the  father,  may  be  yictimizcd  by  the  illegitimate  last, 
and  all  overwhelmed  in  premature  death  and  penalty.    How  miserably  cyprians  live ! 

Is  not  the  whole  world  still  better  in  the  hands  of  its  Creator,  where  free  moral 
agency  of  mind  is  improving  mankind  by  all  legitimate  means  1  What  else  but  rational 
mind  can  improve  the  world,  that  was  originally  submitted  for  that  very  purpose  ? 
Where  will  demoralization  end,  when  the  world  divests  itself  of  all  the  inherent  potency 
of  managing,  and  imprudently  resigns  what  best  commands  it  ? 

Are  all  the  general  principles  of  trusteeship,  and  agency  of  rational  mind,  fairly  and 
honestly  executed  1     What  is  life,  without  propriety  of  conduct? 

The  wisest  action  in  life  is  the  correct  one.  In  doing  correct  actions  every  day,  we 
are  doing  the  wisest.  What  worse,  then,  can  be  the  course  and  wiles  of  seduction  ? 
The  world^s  code  demands,  to  keep  sacred  its  social  relations.  Above  all,  the  conjugal 
relations  are  essentially  sacred,  as  adultery  is  a  sin  unatonable,  except  by  blood. 

In  all  infanticides,  who  of  the  two  can  say  that  they  are  exempt  from  an  equal  parti- 
cipation in  the  guilt  before  God^s  tribunal  ? 

In  adultery  or  fornication,  who  can  promise  themselves  exemption  from  capital  retri- 
bution ?  Who  are  they  most  prone  to  all  the  vices  of  the  women  of  the  earth  ?  Are 
they  not  the  children  of  extreme  want,  and  a  consequent  vitiated  education  ?  Do  not 
some  of  the  duplicities  of  peculiar  faith  that  enslaves  the  public  mind  over  the  world, 
help  to  debauch  the  world^s  chastity  ?  Does  not  auricular  confession  do  its  part  ?  The 
world  should  comprehend  all  that  is  necessary  to  protect  it. 

Poor  working  women  are  overwhelmed  by  poverty,  having  wretched  payments,  pit- 
tances, and  overworked  at  that.  All  decent  families  should  be  cared  for,  and  the  world 
has  to  have  a  living. 

Their  right  cultivated  mind  will  protect  women,  under  proper  circumstances,  against 
all  false  pretences,  in  teaching  them  to  keep  all  such  characters  as  seducers  at  a  dis- 
tance. Hut  is  this  the  case  in  all  ages,  governments  and  courts  ?  Why  are  the  virtues 
that  tower  over  all  evil  opposition  at  so  low  a  value  with  the  world  1  Why  is  chastity 
80  slightly  cherished  in  some  circles,  when  fornication  has  to  be  avoided,  else  it  may 
punish  as  deeply  as  any  vice.  It  may  cause  the  actor  to  leave  in  disgrace,  while  the 
other  party's  friends  may  vindicate  with  excess  of  vindictiveness.  Fear,  then,  habits 
of  fornication,  as  no  one  should  procreate  children,  without  proper  world  protection  for 
them  in  morals,  rational  education,  life  support,  and,  above  all,  that  high-mindedness 
that  is  conservative  to  the  refined  world. 

Who  can  dare  take  advantage  of  defects  of  mind,  or  worse,  of  the  poverty  of  the  in- 
nocent ;  or,  still  worse,  the  worst  of  all,  the  helplessness  of  those  especially  under  the 
protection  of  the  violator  of  all  the  principles  of  justice  at  once  ? 

The  duty  of  man  is  as  paramount  as  that  of  woman.     Is  it  not  more  so  ?  . 

Simple  men  will  not  perceive,  and  dishonest  ones  will  affect  that  man,  in  fornication, 
is  not  responsible.  How  is  this  ?  Who  thinks  of  infanticide  or  fceticide  as  a  lighter 
matter  than  murder,  and  yet  your  act  of  fornication  may  contribute  to  it  ?  This  crime 
should  be  rightly  prevented  by  future  world  morals  or  alleviated  by  the  wisest  legisla- 
tion.    The  world  should  prevent  abandoned  women  from  falling  lower. 

Why  is  there  prostitution  1  Want  of  property  or  decent  bringing  up,  knowledge  to 
counteract  the  world  nuisances.  Want  and  luxury  are  two  extremes  that  engender 
crime.  Early  marriages  will  prevent  much  of  this.  Wise  women  will  ever  recollect 
that  base  people  seek  to  rise  on  the  ruins  of  the  virtuous. 

What  associations  the  world  is  liable  to,  unless  properly  guarded. 

WE  SHOULD  RESPECT  CHASTITY,  FOR  ITS  SAKE. 

This  virtue,  as  everything  else,  must  be  protected  by  the  best  care  of  mind.  Cor- 
rupt courts  of  absolutism  first  often  do  the  fatal  deed  of  corruption  of  female  virtue. 
The  false  position  of  society  engenders  the  facility  to  much  of  this  corruption. 

Why  is  chastity  so  low  with  some  women  ? 

Is  it  that  honor  is  so  low  with  some  men  ? 

Are  both  to  blame  ?  The  duty  of  an  incorrupt,  virtuous  woman  is  clear  to  herself. 
She  is  incorruptible,  and  therefore  a  jewel.  But  how  many  minds  of  the  world  have  a 
defective,  because  a  peculiar  education !    At  best,  it  may  be  mixed. 

Nothing  in  this  world  can  atone  for  innocence  and  conscience  lost. 

Parents  will  be  perfectly  imbecile  or  reckless  to  disregard  these  wise  admooitiooB. 

Let  us  have  all  pure  things  above  suspicion. 

Woman's  part  is  that  of  modest  virtue,  and  a  silent  influence  on  all  around,  to  calm 
the  boisterous  waves  of  passion  and  stiU  tumultuous  breasts.    Man  needs  her  best  aid, 
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as  he  ie  clearly  not  always  able  to  command  circomstances  that  expose  him  to  ^ 
severest  trials  of  his  very  nature,  that  cause  him  to  drink  deep  of  the  dregs  of  ^  cap 
of  human  misery. 

Hers  may  be  a  difficult  part  to  sustain.  It  will  be  well  for  her  if  she  be  riehtly 
imbued  in  all  the  principles  that  adorn  the  loveliness  and  innocence  of  her  sex.  IrVitli 
no  provocation  and  just  cause  but  the  audacity  of  lawless  licentiousness  and  brute  malign 
nity,  the  offending  party,  miscalled  husband,  oflen  invades  lifers  sanctity  and  disgraces 
himself  beyond  redemption,  of  an  honorable  position,  in  pointa  that  none  hot  Deity's 
indignant  and  justly  avenginc^  eye  takes  cogni2ance. 

Man  cannot  be  too  particular  in  his  association,  and  without  doubt  must  woman,  who, 
as  prudent,  cannot  countenance  the  bad.  The  most  eligible  boarding-hoases,  if  essen- 
tial, must  not  only  be  selected,  but  in  localities  that  are  beyond  suspicion  or  doubt.  It 
is  not  only  or  merely  the  strict  rules  of  propriety  in  eligible  residences  must  be  main- 
tained ;  but  there  must  be  no  mistake  that  may  involve  advantages  given  over  virtue 
difficult  to  appreciate,  till  temptation  paves  the  way  to  perdition. 

Woman  abused,  cannot  in  justice  to  the  chastity  of  virtue  and  decent  females,  be 
exalted;  but  she  must  be  protected  with  all  precaution,  by  every  friend  of  virtue. 

In  boarding-schools,  the  whole  subject  should  be  clear  and  certain.  No  boardiiig 
should  commence  in  anticipation  of  a  suitable  age,  or  of  that  education  secured  in  the 
domestic  precincts.     Ladies  should  be  the  head  of  female  academies. 

They  should  be,  in  midwifery,  competent  to  assist  their  fellow-ladies  in  all  its  proper 
departments.  The  radical  correction  is  needed  by  the  imperial  power  of  mind,  ere  it 
be  too  late.     The  only  conservative  position  is  action  on  principles. 

These  may  look  like  small  matters,  but  great  principles  are  involved. 

The  principle  of  independence  is  magnificent  in  woman  as  well  as  man,  as  it  is  the 
highest  position  of  virtue. 

The  brightest  jewel  of  woman  is  chastity,  and  she  cannot  take  too  much  pains  to 
preserve  it  in  its  most  glorious  dignity.  The  chastity  of  ladies  is  to  be  preserved  at  all 
hazards,  otherwise  the  relations  of  the  female  are  sacrificed.  Intellectual,  virtuoos 
woman  knows  well,  that  one  misdeed  tending  to  the  suspicion  of  vice  blasts  the  whole 
generation,  and  throws  a  doubt  on  all  the  rest  of  her  actions ;  then  she  should  be  left  to 
her  own  wisest  expedients  to  mould  the  rising  sex. 

No  gentlemen  would  wish  to  intrude  on  chastity — ^none  else  ought  to  be  admitted, on 
terms  of  proper  confidence.  No  virtuous  woman,  decently  raised,  would  permit  her- 
self to  be  misled,  to  uncaste  herself,  from  the  very  conscientious  love  of  virtue.  The 
best  protection  for  virtue  is  the  greatest  remove  from  vice,  with  hands  and  eyes  intact, 
and  the  mind  most  firmly  fortified  in  principles.  What  blessings  are  secured  by  the 
purity  of  life. 

Wliere  is  woman  to  be  estimated  1  In  the  place  where  her  kind  disposition  has  beea 
brutalized,  her  chastity  has  been  perverted  1 

The  world*  is  liable  to  be  deceived,  in  the  worst  possible  way,  by  the  worst  of  the 
world. 

Does  the  world  analyze  much  of  this  imposition,  or  thank  the  exposers  of  half  that  i» 
practiced  on  it  ? 

Who  can  wonder  at  the  degradation  of  woman,  in  countries  subject  for  ages  and  cen- 
turies to  the  worst  species  of  corruption,  of  government  and  peculiar  faith,  imposed  on 
the  sovereign  people  for  religion  1  Woman  is  not  only  degraded  by  Easterfi  despotisms 
and  Oriental  ignorance,  but  she  is  much  disturbed  in  Europe,  which  is  miserably  har- 
)rassed  by  military  and  ecclesiastical  assumptions.  But  you  speak  of  the  corrupt  world  ? 
Is  there  no  other  locality,  by  individual  aggressions,  much  over  its  remotest  bounda- 
ries ?    Have  vou  done  nothing  to  help  corrupt  it  ? 

Have  you  failed  to  give  poor  dependent  girls  a  mere  pittance,  to  help  keep  them  from 
street  beggary,  exposure,  misery,  and  prostitution  ? 

Have  you  not  taken  advantage  of  their  helpless  situation  1  Have  you  left  large  and 
pompous  legacies  to  rich  corporations,  without  souls,  truth  and  sincerity,  reason  and 
justice  ?  And  have  you  left  disconsolate,  lonely,  and  modest  worth,  to  pass  the  horrid 
ordeal  of  man^s  crimes,  seductions,  and  intrigues?  Have  you  aided  the  brightest  jei« el 
of  woman^s  soul,  first  and  last,  and  all  the  time,  woman^s  virtue,  that  honors  the  world? 
You  talk  of  the  city — ^have  you  done  justice  to  the  country,  and  defended  with  the  pnreat 
honor  the  purest  virtue,  confided  to  the  world  of  supposed  friends  ?  Have  you  upheld 
her,  that  was  worthy  to  be  sustained,  and  rescued  her  that  would  not  have  fallen  but  for 
the  oppressive  circumstances  of  her  orphan  and  bereft  condition — deprived  of  relations, 
Yriends,  support,  and,  above  all,  rationsd  education,  that  gives  the  chaste  mind  its  ade- 
quate consolation  and  solace  ? 

Have  you  helped  to  sustain  and  guard  the  damsel  virgin,  and  caused  all  gentlemen  to 
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behave  to  her  with  pTopriety  ?  There  is  no  end  to  the  baseness  of  the  unprincipled. 
With  them  no  chastity  is  too  sacred,  no  rights  too  clear. 

Woman  looks  to  man,  ciyilized  man.  for  proper  protection.  If  she  cannot  find  it 
with  him,  under  the  circumstances  to  best  call  forth  his  noblest  protection,  where  can 
she  expect  it  1 

She  must  ever  look  first  to  her  own  mind,  under  the  protection  of  her  Creator,  and 
under  the  best  precepts  of  rational  education,  avoid  and  bid  defiance  to  the  unprincipled 
part  of  the  world. 

Man,  rightly  educated  by  rational  education,  will  not  deceive  unprotected  woman,  as 
good  faith  is  implied  in  all  this  social  benefit.  Spare  woman^s  modesty  and  chastity  of 
thought ;  spare  the  world,  mind,  yourself,  for  the  highest  duty  of  religion  to  God  the 
creator  of  all  mankind. 

A  lewd  woman  is  dangerous,  but  have  you  analyzed  the  great  first  causes  ?  Are  yon 
not  engaged  in  analogous  ones  ?  Fear  such  that  degrade  you,  from  the  triumphant 
faculty  of  potent  mind.  * 

Can  you  see  woman,  in  her  most  disgusting  seductions,  in  the  purlieus  of  large  cities, 
at  masquerades,  you  could  see  what  degradation  can  do  for  the  lovely  portion  of  hu- 
manity. When  woman  becomes  debauched,  her  character  may  be  that  of  recklessness ; 
then  she  is  prostituted  to  many  crimes  indeed.  The  contrast,  with  that  of  virtuous 
woman^s,  evinces  a  direct  antagonism. 

Where  is  wise  and  universal  legislation  ?  There  must  be  no  bribe  for  seduction,  but 
all  necessary  expedients  used  to  counteract  it.  It  is  better  to  defend  and  protect  than 
to  oppress.  The  best  policy  of  the  world  is  to  distribute  light  and  employment  of  mind 
in  somethii\g  beneficial.  Let  all  classes  have  appropriate  employment,  especially  in 
industrial  labor,  then  much  of  the  world^s  ills  would  cease. 

The  world  should  be  well  and  properly  guarded  at  the  base  intrigues  of  lost  and  aban- 
doned characters,  men  and  women.  Nothing  is  sacred  with  them,  in  the  world.  They 
desecrate  all  that  is  pure  and  valuable,  and  seek  to  degrade  to  their  degradation  all  the 
rest  of  mankind. 

Rational  education  teaches  the  world  all  that  is  proper  to  be  known  and  to  be  guarded 
against,  that  informs  woman  that  she  uncastes  herself,  when  she  steps  aside,  for  a  mo- 
nicnt,  from  the  autocrat  queen  to  the  lowliest  beggar-girl. 

Rationiil  religion  cares  for  the  whole  vital  wants  of  virtuous  minds,  from  the  first  per- 
ception of  thought,  to  the  noblest  appreciation  of  God.  Instead  of  turning  the  prosti- 
tute out  to  sin  no  more,  provide  for  all  rightly,  in  body  and  mind,  anticipate  all  such  ills 
by  a  worM  administration,  before  complete  ruin — ^nay,  before  the  mind  is  tainted — by  a 
provision  for  all,  made  by  justice. 

Let  the  education  of  rational  minds  be  philosophically  rational,  that  shall  guard,  warn, 
protect,  and  defend,  against  the  world's  insidious  assaults.  What  sacrifices  are  igno- 
miniously  made,  for  lusts?  Psychology  can  explain  what  effect  is  made  on  mind  in  one 
branch,  by  seduction. 

The  object  of  the  most  refined  taste  is  to  turn  everything  into  its  legitimate  channel. 
That  is  the  paramount  duty  of  mortals. 

Where  there  is  much  fornication  there  must  be  much  infanticide.  Nothing  degrades 
the  world  more  than  the  degradation  of  woman. 

Fornication  might  be  excusable,  however  corrupting  to  the  purity  of  mind  and  inju- 
rious to  health,  by  disease  of  prostitution,  often  incurable  or  desperately  invalidating 
health  and  spirits,  but  how  meet  the  onerous  responsibilities  of  inevitable  natural  results  1 
In  this  light  fornication  is  a  glaring,  damnable  crime,  for  Exposures  of  infants  to  penury, 
death,  murder,  crime,  vice,  infamy. 

Some  seek  to  make  the  most  of  life  by  licentiousness.  It  is  that  to  secure  the  most 
expansive  competency.     But  there  are  extreme  want,  wretchedness,  with  many. 

There  are  in  the  world,  large  cities,  &c.,  a  band  of  pirates,  that  would  not  give  yon 
street-room,  if  they  could  profit  by  it.  Why  is  this  ?  By  perversion  of  mind,  and  var 
ried  abundantly.  The  world  must  look  at  mind^s  capacity,  not  at  its  perversions,  as 
incurable. 

It  is  capable  of  an  elevation  in  the  scale  of  improvement,  by  a  proper  scale  of 
thought,  that  monotheism  elicits. 

The  prostitute  has  to  make  capital,  and  is  reckless  of  the  effects.  The  highest  safe- 
guard of  life  is  in  the  proper  rational  use  of  mind. 

How  few  have  that  firmness  of  mind,  that  drives  like  a  wedge  all  opposing  elements, 
bad  associations.  They  should  avoid  all  debasing,  low  associations,  but  cultivate  ex- 
tensively the  society  of  ladies,  whose  character  is  chaste. 

But,  woman,  your  diseased  mind  13  worst  of  all.  You  must  get  rid  of  your  innume- 
rable bad,  ungodly  habits ;  marriage,  alone,  will  only  save  you. 
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Do  not  go  where  temptations  are,  as  the  explosive  train  of  sedaction.  What  mind, 
under  all  its  spell-influence,  can  properly  withstand,  unless  braced  by  the  best  raUoo- 
ality  ?     Know  your  place,  and  maintain  it  with  dignity. 

What  can  present  a  more  debased  sight  than  that  of  a  drunken  woman,  who  must  be 
utterly  lost  to  the  delicate  sensibilities  of  sex? 

There  is  but  one  effectual  way  to  battle  best  with  all  temptation,  and  the  wisest  is  to 
get  the  legitimate  hand  of  principles.  The  highest  principles  teach  us,  never  corrupt 
Where  was  the  originator  of  all  the  evils  of  the  poor  debauched  ? 

The  woman  may  act  imprudently,  but  without  reproach,  yet  she  endangers  her  repu- 
tation. 

Is  it  impunity  alone  that  warrants  them  ?  Impunity  when,  or  where  ?  This  thins^ 
of  violation  of  principle,  is  a  two-edged  sword,  that  cuts  up  the  active  and  passive 
agents.     But  what  care  you  for  principle  ? 

What,  then,  care  you  for  the  universe  1  What  care  you  for  yourself?  This  question 
comes  home  to  you  and  yours,  your  houseltiold,  your  individuality,  and  tells  with  many- 
times  effect  the  powers  of  retributive  justice  and  penalty. 

Consider  you,  then  :  beware.  This  is  a  universe  of  principles.  How,  then,  can  you 
stop  short,  only  in  this  world  ?  The  thing,  by  this  position,  is  utterly  impossible.  Mo- 
notheism is  your  supremely  wise  monitor,  and  you  must  conform  to  its  requisitions,  that 
are  paramount,  supreme — its  religion  the  only  one.  She  cannot  be  put  down  or  sileii- 
ced,  when  she  confounds  all  others,  and  leaves  you  your  conscience  duly  informed  and 
adequately  enlightened  in  all  its  soul  duties. 

Present,  as  future  enjoyments,  must  be  legitimate. 

A^Hiither  tends  vice  ?  Is  the  end  ever  seen  ?  Can  you  insure  on  sin  of  fornication, 
physically,  morally,  mentally,  or  religiously  ? 

All  legitimate  functions  must  be  schooled  and  disciplined  by  principles. 

Did  woman  foresee  her  wretched  destiny,  in  seduction,  she  would  stop,  ere  ruic 
seized  the  victims  of  lust,  infanticide,  and  degradation,  to  relations  and  friends. 

Bring  in  wise  legislation,  to  arrest  the  evil  that  overwhelms  much  of  civilized  society. 
Make  it  penal  for  seduction,  either  way,  and  also  for  illegitimate  births,  by  confinement 
in  the  penitentiary,  and  the  payment  of  very  adequate  suras  of  money,  for  the  proper 
support  of  all  such  offspring.  Wise  and  effectual  legislation,  wise  execution  of  wise 
laws,  will  advance  society,  and  promote  the  high  attainments  of  the  Creator^s  purpose. 

THE  EVILS  OF  ABSOLUTISM,  AS  EXAMPLES  BEFORE  MIND. 

With  impunity,  tyrants  will  act,  if  the  people  will  let  them. 

The  world  has  seen  the  folly  and  danger  of  entrusting  mortals  with  any  supreme 
executive  power,  above  the  co-ordinate  legislative  and  judicial  powers,  above  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country,  the  rights  of  the  sovereign  people,  which  make  all  responsible. 

The  world  is  taught  enough  to  inquire  who  can  be  entrusted  with  power  above  the 
constitutional  laws,  with  safety  to  the  people^s  rights  ? 

There  is  but  one  who  is  supreme  over  all,  who  respects  all  as  they  respect  themselves. 

The  highest  respect  that  can  be  paid  to  merit,  is  by  the  respect  and  esteem  of  reason. 

Religious  philosophy  marks  the  critical  index  for  the  soul's  happiness. 

The  human  passions  are  a  sacred  deposit,  and  must  be  touched  with  masterly  hands. 

Every  mind  of  male  or  female  must  feel  itself  ever  amenable,  at  the  tribunal  of  an 
enlightened  public  opinion,  the  representative  of  the  Supreme  Ruler,  whose  inspiratioa 
is  reason  through  mind. 

Enlightened  freedom,  that  boks  upon  the  chastity  of  woman  as  one  of  her  greatest 
blessings,  is  founded  on  principles  carried  to  their  true  issue,  and  bespeaks  an  improved 
age,  to  take  cognizance  of  such  crimes  in  an  enlightened  way  for  their  best  and  organic 
suppression. 

fundamental  principles,  when  right,  keep  subordinate  results  right,  and  will  never 
endow  any  man  with  power  over  his  fellow  man  to  oppress  or  set  at  defiance  a  correct 
public  opinion,  that  ought  to  be  the  basis  of  a  sound  elevated  state  of  public  benefit 

One  of  the  soundest  positions  in  all  society,  is  the  certainty  of  exposure  for  violations 
of  its  salutary  laws,  and  the  inevitable  penalties  attendant  on  tlieir  violation.  It  is  the 
immunity  that  countenances  the  guilt  of  vice. 

All  wise  citizens  will  look  to  this  principle,  for  the  preservation  and  perpetuity  of 
such  public  opinion. 

Direct  penalties  oftenest  avail,  but  the  religionist  asks  under  the  physiological  cbar- 
acter  of  man,  for  the  best  fixed  organic  correction,  that  should  be  ever  faitbfollj  and 
wisely  instituted  by  the  appropriate  authorities. 
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Now,  as  we  prize  chastity,  one  of  the  highest,  we  lay  the  soundest  institutions  for  the 
rearing  of  this  lovely  plant,  and  most  apply  the  heaviest  penalties  against  those  who 
injure  the  least  its  delicate  rearing. 

Let  its  protection  be  commensurate  with  its  invaluable  character. 

A  religious  and  social  conservative  revolution  is  needed,  to  accomplish  all  that  this 
world  yet  requires. 

We  have  spoken  of  man  endowed  with  all  his  functions  and  passions,  created  for  the 
best  of  purposes,  all  the  time,  if  directed  to  their  legitimacy. 

This  is  the  matter  of  primary  consideration,  to  preserve  the  value  of  that  ilnmortal 
mind,  lest  the  defect  be  laid  ere  mind  be  capaole  of  acting  as  mind,  but  acts  as  a 
machine,  and  the  deep  and  abiding  error  declares  perversions. 

It  is  useless  to  talk  of  ideas  ttiat  degraded  mind  refuses,  rejects,  and  abuses  the 
worst  of  purposes. 

Mind^s  perversions  must  be  mastered  at  the  right  point. 

AN  ENLIGHTENED,  PHILOSOPHICAL  PUBLIC  OPINION  IS  ESSEN- 
TIAL, TO  CORRECT  BAD  HABITS,  &c. 

The  correction  of  bad  habits  and  training  may  be  often  referred  to  the  aid  of  enlight- 
ened philosophical  public  opinion,  whose  light  it  is  difficult  to  revolutionize,  to  dissipate 
from  the  wisest  purposes,  for  the  fixedness  of  reason  that  commands  immortal  princi- 
ples. 

What  a  glorious  prospect  for  the  world,  if  all  be  right,  but  they  are  too  often  substi- 
tuted or  superseded  by  sophistry  of  delusion  and  false  pretences. 

If  public  opinion  be  not  enlightened  by  the  philosophy  of  science,  it  may  be  an 
average  of  prejudices  and  customs,  that  may  take  their  complexion  from  the*vice8  or 
follies  of  predecessors. 

Public  opinion  may  be  often  wrong,  unless  it  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  pure  reason, 
that  corrects  and  enlightens  it  in  all  respects,  pursuing  her  legitimate  function  as  the 
highest  inspiration  of  mind  from  God. 

But  public  opinion  by  the  vices  and  superstition  of  the  age,  may  not  reach  the  cor- 
rection of  evils  until  too  late  individually — being  identified  with  superstition,  it  is  quali- 
fied by  superstitious  foibles.  Tyranny  does  enslave  and  suppress  it,  by  all  practicable 
devices. 

The  only  sure  foundation  for  all,  is  the  institution  of  correct  views  of  education^ 
whereby  all  more  or  less,  can  direct  their  coarse  aright. 

Every  wise  man  will  estimate  correctly,  the  whole  position  of  this  important  subject. 

Mind  cannot  mistake  it,  if  man  will,  and  there  is  no  need  to  travel  out  of  the  way, 
for  then  the  correction  travels  to  the  offender's  house  and  home.  Let  all  wise  mea 
recollect  this. 

The  wisest  government  is  admitted  to  be  that  of  self — over  all  the  passions  that ' 
enslave,  if  not  mastered.     These  passions  are  wisely  given  us  for  wisdom,  not  abusoi 
therefore  they  should  be  wisely  directed  by  the  best  taste  and  way  at  the  right  time. 

THE  WORLD-GOVERNMENT  AND  RELIGION. 

The  position  that  our  country  holds,  pre-eminently  teaches  the  world  that  colonial 
and  all  unconstitutional  governments  should  end  at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right  way, 
else  all  such  may  become  despotic  dynasties,  and  interfere  with  the  world  relations. 
Parts  should  be  allowed  all  proper  rights,  as  part  of  the  whole — ^no  more. 

All  the  benefits  of  mind  most  rational  requires,  that  colonies  should  pertain  as  the 
sovereign  duty  to  the  local  division,  and  no  other,  by  the  supreme  law  of  nature. 

The  paramount  rights  of  religion  require  the  whole  world  to  institute  its  five  great 
continental  constitutional  governments,  as  America,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Australiai 
with  their  appurtenant  islands. 

No  country  can  prosper  by  any  spirit  of  conquest. 

Without  a  suitable  and  free  government,  no  country  has  beauty,  being  cursed  with 
the  worst  of  all  deformities,  that  of  misrule  of  those  only  interested  in  subserving  their 
own  immediate  object. 

Let  industrial  labor  supplant  the  vicious  piracy  of  martial  ambition,  and  let  it' be  cherish- 
ed as  the  bulwark  of  freedom  and  civilization  of  the  world. 

There  should  be  no  system  of  tenantry  in  the  world,  by  reason  of  enpremacy  o£ 
notaieateads. 
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Nothing  leas  than  an  equable  right  in  the  possession  of  the  whole  aofl,  can  < 
mankind  with  their  just  titles.  Each  family  claiming  mast  hare  a  homestead,  if  desti- 
tute of  the  means  adequate  to  its  purchase.  Nothing  less  than  this  will  place  the. 
world  on  the  right  institution  of  rational  religion.  This  has  to  be  done  by  the  whoLs 
world,  that  is  bound  to  hare  constituent  elements  of  life. 

There  can  be  only  two  kinds  of  government  in  the  world,  constitutional  and  uncon- 
stitutional, the  first  of  which  the  rational  world  is  only  interested  in. 

The  advocates  of  the  last  do  not  cherish  rational  philosophy,  but  err  in  reckless  am- 
bition. 

They  fix  on  themselves  a  national  debt,  amenable  to  blood  and  intrigue. 

Do  they  advance  the  real  greatness  of  the  people  ?  The  genuine  principles  of  con- 
stitutionaf  government,  can  meet  all  this  most  gloridusly,  as  all  the  requisitions  of  peace. 

The  balance  of  power  in  the  world^s  equilibrium  can  be  only  won,  on  the  balance  of 
principles  that  cost  the  least. 

Antagonism  of  the  world  can  only  thus  be  successfally  met,  as  becomes  duty. 

The  equilibrium  of  the  whole  world,  absolutely  requires  the  supremacy  of  constita- 
tkmal  governments. 

Will  it  forego  its  immediate  and  permanent  self-interest,  in  this  most  exalted  poeitioa? 
Thus  it  has  it  in  its  power  to  sustain  the  noblest  attributes  of  mind. 

But  no  monarchical  government  has  full  constitutional  freedom,  as  mind  is  vassal  from 
union  of  church  and  state. 

The  prelates  of  the  established  church  only,  are  peers  of  the  realm.  Primogeniture 
keeps  up  the  aristocracy,  all  keeping  up  monarchy,  in  violation  of  the  great  principles 
of  equity  and  justice  to  mind.  This  is  the  case  in  the  freest  of  all  such,  even  in  Great 
Britain. 

Here  great  extremes  meet  in  excess  of  wealth  to  the  few,  and  pauperism  to  the  mil- 
lions. 

There  is  something  wrong  in  the  elements  of  such  political  organization. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  nation  to  claim  national  or  popular  freedom,  if  all  constitu- 
tional  principles  do  not  harmonize.  Can  Great  Britain  be  free  with  her  church  onioo, 
that  causes  imprisonment  of  citizens  for  rational  religion  ? 

Shall  rational  religion  be  in  abeyance  to  peculiar  faith  ?  What  a  solecism  ?  Reason 
and  mind  then  are  governed  by  faith  and  heresy.  She  construes  her  constitution  then, 
as  the  ecclesiasticsd  dynasty  declares.  From  whom  does  all  such  come  ?  Asia !  So 
hi  from  Asia  even  giving  the  world  religion,  she  has  only  given  us  diversities  of  idol 
paganism,  mixed  up  in  its  most  nauseous  doses. 

Constitutional  governments  can  permit  no  bibles  and  faiths  of  despotisms.  The  last 
cannot  survive  in  a  pure  land  of  freedom.  In  this  country  is  corruption  of  the  press,  by 
all  peculiar  bibles  and  their  affiliated  priestocracies.  Unprincipled  men  have  sought  in 
in  every  age,  to  get  the  most  available  capital  in  the  world.  1  hold  all  responsible,  on 
correct  criticism,  and  therefore  protest  against  all  such  bibles,  not  only  on  principle,  but 
its  supreme  consummation,  religon.  This  country  has  yet  to  learn  constitution^  gov- 
ernment, and  above  all  religion,  that  excludes  bigots,  absurd  faith  and  such  fallacy. 

When  monarchy  goes  down,  as  all  unconstitutional  governments  will  necessarily, 
peculiar  faith,  its  tool,  must  die  the  same  death.  What  is  to  uphold  either  ?  There 
IS  no  divine  right  but  that  of  mind,  and  no  substantial  power  but  of  the  sovereign 
people. 

Britain  has  taken  the  lead  in  many  things  of  mind,  but  she  has  stopped  short  in 
essentials  of  freedom. 

The  want  of  recognition  of  God^s  universal  principles,  proves  the  utmost  stultifica- 
tion, criminality  and  obliquity  of  mind  in  all  the  fabricators  and  adopters  of  all  mcs> 
siahships.  All  such  are  Britain^s  folly,  none  but  tory  mercenary  curses  of  the  ignoble 
priestocracy.  All  these  are  theatrical  impositions  on  the  world  by  monarchical  pretences. 

These  are  the- base  restrictions  on  liberty. 
'    No  monarchy  can  know  religion.     She  is  an  identity  from  rational  mind  existeooo, 
therefore  no  messiahship  can  do  any  thing  with  her.     She  comprehends  all  the  duties 
of  the  universe,  and  cannot  be  dwarfed  into  peculiarities.     This  age  cannot  do  jua>tic6 
to  criticism,  most  philosophical  and  religious. 

Principles  universal  have  never  been  defined. 

What  does  the  world  need  of  precedents,  aught  less  than  principles? 

Religion  demands  all  principles,  not  one  idea  of  fanatic  delusion  of  undeveloped 
mind. 

She  is  a  universe  affair,  that  proves  the  mind,  soul,  identified  therewith,  and  most 
eoncluaively  immortal. 

There  is  nothing  in  any  messiah's  teaching  to  benefit  the  world*    That  of  passive 
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obedience  »  degradation  that  its  principles  do  not  allow,  nor  require,  anticipating  all  aa 
daahiog. 

Whom  can  the  world  apply  to,  to  appreciate  religion  ? 

Not  to  the  prieetociacy,  whose  pe<;iiiiar  concern  is  with  peculiar  faith.  They  are 
mere  creatares  of  despotism,  always  from  the  days  of  superstition,  their  department 
They  are  mere  hirelings  to  promote  the  public's  morbid  taste. 

What  originality  of  thought  could  we  expect  of  serfs  ?  Genius  alone  can  burst  all 
the  bars  of  usurpation  and  monopoly.  Not  less  than  genius  can  do  justice  to  this  uni- 
verse subject. 

No  monarchical  as  unconstitutional  government,  presents  religion.  It  gives  always  a 
part  of  its  own  despotism,  a  most  contemptible  substitute  without  truth  or  reality. 

No  peculiar  faithite  can  pretend  to  talk  of  principles  before  monotheism :  he  is 
estopped  thereby,  as  he  has  to  change  his  circumscribed  position. 

Where  there  is  so  much  violation  of  all  principles  by  the  world,  to  whose  tender 
mercies  of  all  the  profligate,  can  the  world  trust? 

The  world  can  noTcr  trust  to  any  thing  less  than  principles.  By  this  position,  is 
the  only  responsibility.  Hold  all  the  world  resp!6nsible.  As  to  codifying  principles, 
the  more  difficulty,  the  more  triuinph  we  secure. 

But  the  world-prieatocracy-sophistry  is  eternally  uprising  in  messiahship  fictitious 
claims. 

As  Co  all  the  blessings  of  liberty  claimed  for  Christ,  where  were  all  such  prior  to  his 
advent  ? 

The  priestocracy  fabricate  all  such.  In  no  respect,  priestocracv,  can  your  peculiar 
faiths,  missions,  messiahs  stand  before  the  brilliant  light  of  rational  religion.  What  do 
the  unprincipled  care  for  bibles,  for  any  thing  less  than  the  world  police,  all  instituted 
by  rational  mind  ? 

The  whole  family  of  priestocracy  bibles  is  as  false  as  they,  both  creatures  of  des- 
potism ;  all  will  be  silenced  before  the  tribunal  of  principles. 

Britain,  all  monarchies  have  to  look  to  the  destitute,  their  whole  population,  to  which 
no  monarchy  can  do  justice.     This  is  the  point  of  correction. 

What  a  fine  thing  is  it  of  creation,  that  continental  empires  should  be  ocean  bound. 

Come,  monarchs  of  the  world,  a  few  short  years  may  be  yours,  in  dominion  usurped, 
and  empire  monopolized.  To  continue  them  you  err  with  your  eyes  open  to  the  facts, 
that  the  good  of  your  people  can  be  thus  better  advanced. 

Yoa  were  chosen  not  to  oppress  but  to  uphold  ;  not  to  crush,  but  to  elevate  to  the 
eublimest  aspiration,  your  people.  Sovereigns  now  have  no  excuse.  They  have  been 
taught  a  lesson  for  the  world  by  the  statesmen  of  constitutional  government,  and  they 
iihould  seek  the  best  lesson  of  true  government,  else  the  people  will  finally  seek  them. 
Monarclis  will  appreciate  the  worth  of  constitutional  statesmen,  like  whom  no  autocrats 
were  ever  in  such  lustre.  They  will  have  to  seek  out  what  is  true  government,  for 
their  people  will  have  to  do  it  for  themselves.  As  a  conservative  revolutionist,  I  say, 
the  world  has  to  come  to  this. 

I  seek  to  expel  anarchy  and  bestow  order,  law,  and  constitutional  government  for  all 
the  world. 

Cannot  republicanism  be  established  in  France  ? 

Why  80  much  faithlessness  among  the  presumed  better  circles?  Is  Lonis  Napoleon 
the  traitor? 

Is  faithlessness  always  in  the  circle  of  those  taught  peculiar  faith,  that  has  no  princi- 
ple, but  always  the  creature  of  despots  ?  Is  this  the  very  doctrine  to  forfeit  all  prin- 
ciples ?  The  world  people  must  be  no  more  gullible,  but  hold  responsible  all  public 
officers,  who  should  be  at  once,  on  first  transgression,  impeached  or  dismissed. 

The  world  must  have  no  superior  ranks  to  adulterate  its  virtue;  no  despots  to 
butcher  up  mankind,  but  must  have  all  its  rational  wants  supplied. 

This  is  a  time  in  the  age  of  the  world  whose  maturity  is  reached,  and  cosmopolitan 
rights  developed,  when  all  nations  not  recognising  this  truism  should  be  arraigned  before 
the  world.  The  world  has  the  full  right  to  impeach  all  aggressive  nations,  all  tyrannies  in 
commanding  it,  before  the  enlightened  tribunal  of  rational  mind.  No  one  power,  or  set 
of  powers,  have  the  right,  by  the  prowess  of  arms  and  the  subtlety  of  mind,  to  exhaust 
the  strength  of  mankind  by  insidious  means  and  policy. 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Bright  *'  looked  to  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
India,  which  was  one  of  extreme,  abject,  and  almost  universal  poverty.  The  East 
India  Company,  in  fourteen  years,  had  collected  a  revenue  of  iTS  16,000,000  P*— one  and 
a  half  billions  of  dollars. 

Spare,  Britain,  thou  first  of  monarchies,  this  foul  and  iniquitous  despotism ;  trample 
■ot  upon  the  rights  of  empires  to  the  bitterest  dregs ;  crush  not  the  souls  of  so  many 
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miHiooa.    Call  jou  what  you  pleaM,  it  is  the  most  degrading  slamy  that  tlie  i 
barbarous  times  hare  ever  seen.     Spare  this  age  of  the  world  the  accursed  «glit  of 
•uch  detestable  depravity.     Be  consistent,  and  what  you  seem. 

Give  DO  such  example  to  posterity,  much  less  thje  present  age,.  <^  national  deprarity. 

What  have  the  natives  to  thank  christians  for  now  1  For  any  humble  misooo,  to 
teach  what  they  have  been  awfully  taught  by  not  less  than  three  dynasties  of  pecaliax 
faith  1  Are  they  to  be  taught  through  the  loss  of  all  their  earthly  trea»are  a  poly- 
theism, whose  prototype  they  had  a  thousand  years  in  advance  of  its  origin  most  elearly 
taoffht? 

Your  East  India  Company  has  tyrannized  over  one-eighth  of  the  whole  world. 
What  is  your  peculiar  church  faith  to  that  world,  when  it  fattens  itself  on  its  spoils  with 
worse  than  priestocracy  fury  and  ferociousness  1  Has  the  whole  nation  turned  isto  a 
poDular  priestocracy  ? 

Better  had  your  island  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  than  to  give  this  despotiaoi 
to  the  world.  Can  you  escape  the  recognition  of  your  provincial  injuries  and  saf- 
ferings  ? 

Is  your  national  justice  only  measured  by  tlie  capacity  of  yo^  provinces  to  sosHio 
next  to  the  last  feather,  that  broke  the  earners  back  ? 

Your  resources  are  vast,  and  your  prowess  is  immense,  bat  let  it  be  a  high  macal 
dimity  that  rules  in  your  realm,  to  the  greatest  good  of  the  whole,  the  world. 

The  question  now  arises,  which  is  preferable,  the  cannabolism  of  a  few  savages  for 
food,  or  the  immense  butchery  of  lingering  victims  by  supposed  refined  civilizatioo, 
through  poison  of  opium,  to  create  greater  wealth,  at  the  expense,  too,  of  the  most 
degrading  demoralization,  national  smuggling,  or  treaty  despotism  ?  What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  cannabalism  of  the  mouth  and  the  sword ;  between  fierce  and  geoteei 
savages  ? 

A  bright  and  brilliant  prospect  is  yet  yours,  to  master  mnch  of  the  woiid  by  the 
noblest  attributes  of  mind.  You  have  helped  to  lead  tlie  way  in  arts  and  science,  in 
c<mimeree  and  manufactures. 

Not  only  have  the  conquests  of  crusades  exploded,  and  their  martial  prowess  ^uled, 
hat  a  holier  spirit  breathes  over  the  enlightened  world. 

The  great  channels  of  commerce  are  opened,  the  ruinous  policies  of  perverted  miod 
are  being  superseded,  and  the  mind  is  rising  to  her  elevation,  dignity,  and  iotended 
benefits. 

England,  the  duty  devolves  on  you  to  aid  in  the  union  and  exaltation  of  the  world, 
of  Asia  especially,  not  that  you  should  gain  a  greater  ascendancy,  bat  that  conserva- 
tive principles  should  maintain  the  supremacy. 

Tell  your  rulers,  liberalists  of  the  world,  that  they  in  good,  the  only  faith,  should  aid 
you  and  all  mankind  in  solving  the  comprehensive  problem  of  religion,  to  leoder  it 
expansive  as  the  world ;  that  they  should  help  perfect  the  book  of  monotheism,  ratiooal 
religion,  as  God  wrote  it,  to  tlie  highest  that  rationality  of  mind  enables. 

The  time  will  come  when  no  nation  or  individual  will  be  entrusted  with  the  little 
brief  authority,  as  all  public  trusts  must  be  on  constitutional  basis.  Are  not  nations 
now  preying  on  the  very^  soul  and  marrow  of  the  world,  inveigling  by  their  policy, 
bullying  by  their  brutal  force  ?  How  many  are  defrauding  the  world,  worse  than  thau 
their  citizens,  by  all  the  sophistry  of  peculiar  faith  1  Is  the  world  delusion  never 
to  end? 

You  vainly  seek  to  keep  nations  of  the  world  at  peace,  till  you  seek  to  make  them 
rational.  It  is  very  evident  the  whole  cannot  be,  when  its  constituent  parts  hare  the 
elements  of  disturbance.  Tell  us  what  is  the  relative  state  even  in  America,  England 
and  France,  three  of  the  freest  countries  on  earth  1  Does  not  peculiar  faith  defite  the 
whole  ?  How  many  general  churches  have  split,  or  are  about  to  split  in  two  in  Amer- 
ica ?  Has  she  not  had  a  war  of  two  faiths,  the  Christians  and  Mormons,  aad  has  the 
end  yet  come  ? 

Where  are  her  riots  of  Protestants  and  Romans  ?  Her  expulsion  of  Quakers  and 
Baptists  by  even  brother  Protestants?  Her  witchcraft  murders?  Where  are  tlie 
English  feuds  of  Episcopalians  and  Romanists  now  renovated,  more  or  less  continued 
for  centuries  ?  Engrafted  on  Pagans,  the  Druids,  once  the  despots  of  peculiar  laith, 
they  have  sought  as  far  as  mind  permitted.  What  is  France,  republican  France,  that 
has  butcliered  her  millions,  now  doing  ?  Has  she  not  thwarted  the  Italian  republicans 
and  forced  them  to  the  despotism  of  peculiar  faith,  the  worst  of  all  absolutisms  ?  An? 
these  nations  holding  peace  conventions,  when  they  have  not  established  a  rational  reli- 

e'on,  that  premises  the  only  proper  principles  of  a  world-universal  brotherhood  ?    As 
n^  as  Europe  continues  as  she  is,  there  will  be  excess  of  standing  armies,  and  one 
civilian  or  citizen  will  have  to  work  for  aeveial--he  will  have  to  help  pa/  foe  his  ows 
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oppreseion.  Liberaliato,  do  away  at  once  with  all  these  little  petty  kingdoms,  and  tSien 
you  will  have  one  valuable  goyernment,  that  will  foster  the  highest  constiliitiomil  rigbti 
of  man.  Go  for  that  now,  at  once  and  forever,  and  the  day  is  your  own,  the  sovereign 
peop1e*8. 

Why  should  Europeans,  Americans,  ask  anything  of  Asia,  whose  people,  men  sad 
women,  have  been  so  long  debauched  and  enslaved  by  the  worst  of  all  despotisms  1 
The  day  is  the  worId*s,  mankind^s,  if  it  do  justice  to  religion,  that  will  do  the  amplest 
justice  to  the  universe. 

With  principles,  the  world  can  successfully  solve  its  mightiest  problem,  and  can , 
satisfactorily  invoke  all  that  is  expedient. 

The  universal  brotherhood  and  sisterhood  will  be  insured  the  world,  by  only  teach- 
ing children  rational  education,  and  the  aspiration  to  tlie  practice  of  conservative 
principles. 

England,  for  hers  is  the  policy  now  in  Asia,  should  impart  the  mighty  basis  of 
liberal  expansion  of  mind,  then  she  will  have  performed  the  great  mission  of  mind,  a 
duty  to  God,  and  a  blessing  to  the  world. 

England  owes  one  duty  to 'Asia  in  the  name  of  God,  who  presides  over  rational  reli- 
^on,  not  to  let  the  people  supersede  one  superstition  by  another. 

Hastings  was  acquitted  doubtlessly,  from  acting  in  extortion,  by  the  orders  of  his 
superiors  or  employers,  the  East  India  Company,  who  required  of  him  money  and 
power,  and  in  order  to  get  them,  he  fomented  disturbances  in  a  province,  and  supported 
the  pretender  successfully,  to  whom  British  bayonets  dictated  imperiously. 

Doubtlessly,  Britain  would  have  penetrated  to  Pekin,  and  ruled  the  emperor,  but  for 
fear  of  anarchy  in  the  people,  who  might  have  overturned  the  ruler,  and  perpetrated  a 
fatal  revolution  id  that  vast  and  populous  empire. 

Should  Japan  be  treated  as  India,  England  would  conquer  her  too.  What  has  British 
rapacity  not  done  1  What  has  her  crueltv  not  effected  ?  She  wades  through  blood  io 
empires.  Her  ambition  is  insatiable.  Well  for  her  and  the  world  will  it  be,  to  balance 
the  world  by  equilibrium  of  principles.  The  yeomanry  of  mind  in  Great  Britain  can 
do  much,  as  that  country  is  one  of  the  great  lights  of  the  world.  As  the  mother  of 
great  nations,  she  has  a  mighty  influence.  Her  policy,  however,  directed  by  immense 
power,  has  not  been  fruitful  to  the  appropriate  intellectual  possession.  She  fought 
America,  like  a  brave  people,  and,  after  failing  in  her  conquest,  she  was  magnanimous 
to  acknowledge  her  rights  as  a  nation,  when  this  colony,  her  daughter,  became  inde^ 
pendent.  England,  influenced  by  the  best  appreciation,  acquiesced  in  what  was  the  best 
policy  forever.  No  less  for  both  than  the  whole  world,  is  that  all  should  flourish  to- 
gether in  the  arms  of  peace  and  commercial  union.  Speaking  one  language,  that  is 
spreading  with  its  people  over  this  world,  a  mighty  result  most  ensue,  for  the  greatest 
good.     Let  that  be  the  one  universs^l  language  of  the  worId« 

The  eoblime  existence  of  freedom  arose  in  Britain,  the  first  of  popular  rights  being 
wrested  by  the  barons,  in  magna-charta,  from  King  John,  in  1215. 

The  mighty  monarchy  of  Great  Britain,  that  now  holds  India,  with  her  one  hundred 
and  forty  millions  of  people,  by  her  naval  and  military  prowess,  has  a  vast  responsibility 
on  her  shoulders. 

She  should  not  desolate  that  immense  empire  by  rapine,  plunder,  or  peculiar  faith, 
that  has  already  ruined  so  much  of  this  fairest  portion  of  the  world. 

Let  England  learn  the  lesson  of  human  rights,  for  her  greatest  glory*  All  Uiis  must 
redound  to  the  elevation  of  mankind  and  the  world. 

The  illustrious  advocate  of  Asians  rights,  the  noble  Burke,  has  told  her  what  desola-p 
lion  has  been  in  India  by  British  oppression. 

Would  you,  Eugland,  for  it  is  you  that  rules,  affect  Asia,  China  and  Japan,  that  way  ? 

Pause  and  know  your  right  position,  before  the  world's  tribunal.  You  stand  conspi* 
cuous  for  mind-power  before  the  world,  let  your  national  magnanimity  be  correlative. 

The  steam  power  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  now  estimated  as  equivalent  to 
the  power  of  eighteen  millions  of  men !  This  proves  the  power  of  mind,  over  brute 
force. 

Kings,  monarchs  and  autocrats,  all  councils  of  bible  tradition  men,  have  all  acted  in 
bad  faith  to  their  constituency  and  the  world,  to  monopolize  rights  that  should  be  con- 
stitutionally vindicated,  in  every  age  of  mankind,  to  whom  all  such  questions  should  be 
submitted  forever. 

The  world  now  demands  the  solution  of  its  problems,  and  commands  crowns  and 
sceptres  in  their  abeyance.    The  world  has  to  seek  more  equally  diffused  blessings. 

It  is  advised  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  revolution,  that  is  not  conservative  in  its  pro- 
gress or  end,  if  such  even  be  attended  with  anarchy  or  disorder  or  no  law,  the  worst 
state  possible  of  rational  existence. 
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The  woiid's  generosity  should  now  be  exerted  in  behalf  of  itself,  whom  it  has  ao  mis' 
treated  by  a  policy,  that  grew  ap  when  it  was  but  little  civilized. 

It  now  has  the  means  of  benefiting  itself  rightly. 

Who  tonday  is  defender  of  the  worid^s  justice  ?  It  is  high  time  that  all  the  world  was 
duly  regulated.  Human  nature  will  wear  out,  but  principles  will  not  la  hmte  force 
to  be  tiM  law  of  the  world  ? 

It  should  war  no  more  on  distant  land. 

Come,  monarchists,  you  have  a  day  of  reckoning,  and  act  like  humanity  dictates,  while 
in  your  power.  Rely  not  on  anything  less  than  principles,  that  will  caoae  you  to  re- 
nounce despotism  and  all  its  suicidal  doctrines.  Rely  no  more  on  the  military  power, 
for  now  the  stroke  of  the  pen  is  becoming  more  potent  than  the  sword.  Let  the  worid 
do  justice  to  itself.  Let  the  year  1852,  see  the  world  organized  into  its  ftve  great  oo&> 
tinential  goTernments,  distinguished  fur  principles,  brotherhood,  and  religioa. 

Then  international  law  and  rights  will  be  adjusted. 

The  internal  government  o{  each  of  the  five  nations  as  a  unit,  must  be  duly  respected 
and  cannot  be  violated. 

No  republican  is  justifiable,  by  international  laws,  to  interfere. 

Good  faith  in  all  treaties  must  be  invariably  maintained,  as  the  infraction  reflecti  oa 
the  deepest  immorality  of  the  transgressors. 

There  will  be  no  cause  for  intervention,  when  the  whole  world  shall  be  rightly 
in^alled  into  its  continental  governments.  Conquests  can  add  nothing,  for  the  aniform 
permanent  policy  will  ever  maintain  the  integrity  of  each  constitutional  gavemmental 
union. 

Every  part  of  the  world  furnishes  the  best  of  reasons  for  this  most  splendid  iostita- 
tion,  for  the  general  conservation  of  principles. 

It  becomes  all  rational  minds  to  duly  estimate  the  most  exalted  purposes  of  creatioD, 
and  act  as  speedily  as  practicable. 

The  sovereignty,  independence,  and  dignity  of  constitutional  government,  legiti* 
mately  call  for  the  consummation  of  rational  religion.  The  chaplain  of  the  Revohi- 
tionary  Cenffress,  implored  Washington  ''*'  to  give  over  the  ungodly  war  in  which  he 
was  engaged.'*  It  never  entered  into  this  tory's  head,  that  the  illustrious  father  of  his 
country  was  contending  for  the  only  just  principles  of  government,  violated  by  the 
aggressor,  who  refused  the  proper  position  of  deciding  those  principles.  Peculiar  fkitk 
is  mcorapetent  to  the  functions  of  relijpon  in  every  respect,  that  must  be  perfectly  fvl- 
filled,  as  the  most  sacred  obligations  of  mind,  in  justice  tp  the  world  and  universe.  Had 
Congress  caused  this  irreligious  tory  to  give  oyer  his  ungodly  profession,  then  a  pro- 
per reply  had  been  made  by  action.  There  is  no  sublimity  that  can  compare  with  the 
happiness  of  thi^  union,  resulting  from  the  noble  constitutional  government  founded  by 
our  illustrious  ancestors,  the  noblest  heraldry  that  the  world  ever  presented. 

Agitators  are  rabid  to  wish  to  throw  away  the  third  brightest  diamond  in  the  imi- 
verse,  and  involve  all  in  the  category  of  its  destruction.  The  violation  of  the  firs^  mind. 
spirit  or  soul,  transgresses  the  second,  and  that  of  religion  which  advanced  to  the 
rational  basis  of  civilization,  witness  the  third  constitutional  government,  the  brightest 
lustre  of  which  is,  that  it  is  clear  of  all  faith. 

Faith-bigotry  warps  the  mind  in  all  its  circles  of  duty,  political,  social  and  nationaL 

Divide  the  union,  and  military  misrule  flourishes  with  dictatorships,  disseosiona  and 
wars.     Freedom  will  have  her  work  to  do  over  again. 

But  for  the  press,  statesmen  and  patriots,  this  nation  might  have  split  into  frag- 
ments. Have  not  much  of  the  present  difficulties  in  our  union  grown  out  of  peculiar 
faith  dissensions  ? 

The  agitators  make  false  capital.  Better  had  all  such  sink  in  the  ocean,  before  dis- 
union is  even  thought  of  once. 

What  is  the  result  but  war,  then  baibarisro,  let  alone  military  despotism. 

Americans  are  the  only  people  capable  by  civil  blessings  to  secure  those  of  pore 
religious  liberty,  of  putting  an  end  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  world  to  all  the  dis- 
guises of  despotism  among  them,  to  lay  low  all  the  idle  and  false  pretences  of  pagan- 
ism  in  all  the  forms  and  modifications  of  idolatry.  They  are  to  adopt  sooner  or  later 
the  only  proper  religion  of  God,  monotheism,  and  will  then  realize  as  confer,  as  the 
centre  or  civilization,  all  the  noblest  blessings  to  the  world.  America  will  be  the 
favored  of  nations  :  nothing  less  than  monotheism  will  do  the  world  to  crush  the  pusil- 
lanimous paganism  of  all  ages,  the  aiders  and  abetters  of  absolutism. 

The  stars  in  the  flag  of  the  United  States  present  the  most  liberal  eompreheosioo, 
that  they  are  for  universal  principles,  the  most  universal  polity  of  rational  rdigioa — 
conservative  of  the  whole  world. 

The  peculiar  school  doctrine  is  an  outrage. 
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It  remftins  for  free,  eoHghtened  AmericaoB  to  elevate  themselves  to  the  highest,  that 
of  Monotheism,  to  take  the  freedom  of  mind  out  of  the  hands  of  impostors ;  the  false 
pretences  of  an  ignoble  peculiar  faith,  palmed  on  the  world  for  religion,  is  no  more  that, 
than  its  peculiar  gods  are  like  the  Creator  of  the  universe. 

In  a  country  truly  freed  by  monotheism,  rational  mind  is  thrown  on  its  own  best  re- 
sources, free  agency.  The  world  has  not  begun  to  appreciate  the  sublime  greatness  of 
constitutional  liberty,  the  purity,  the  elevation,  the  greatness  of  rationality.  The  priest- 
ocracy  are  nowhere — they  are  incompetent  to  look  religion  in  the  face,  creatures  as 
they  were  and  are  of  debauched  despotism. 

American  clergy  ought,  in  a  body,  see  the  despotic  infatuation  of  peculiar  faith,  and 
control  it.  They  can  now  take  the  noblest  stand  of  patriotism,  mind,  &c.,  and  assert, 
as  monotheists,  that  religion  is  the  noblest  representative  of  the  Almighty  Creator. 
Nations  of  the  world,  prove  yourselves  worthy  of  this  sublime  enjoyment,  and  render, 
the  proper  adoration  to  the  Author  of  Creation. 

Civilization  proves  her  benefits  through  the  progress  of  rational  mind,  that  gives 
America  all  the  elements  of  true  greatness,  durable  and  eternal,  as  the  Union  most 
sacred,  the  cement  of  her  majestic  liberty. 

America  is  one  of  the  model  lights  of  the  world.  What  had  bibles  of  tradition  to  do 
with  our  revolution  ?  Thev  retarded  the  execution,  asking  defenders.  Now  has  mind 
the  ascendancy,  and  the  ballot-box  is  more  powerful  than  ^1  the  artilleiy  of  absolutism, 
and  more  potent  than  its  sword.  America  has  risen  on  the  best  aids  of  rational  mind, 
that  will  elevate  her  to  her  highest  capacity.  Her  policy  most  comprehend  all  its  best 
benefits.     What  sort  of  uncivilized  country  would  ours  be  without  our  blessed  Union  ? 

Dissolution  of  the  Union  would  derange  the  ihtellectual  and  moral  world. 

Let  the  light  of  our  counsellors,  our  chief  men,  be  enlightened  and  liberal  statesmen, 
of  comprehensive  mind,  duty  and  patriotism.  Be  the  Constitution  the  presiding  genius 
— ^let  mutual  concessions  and  compromises  be  the  motto— let  justice  prevail  in  her 
councils,  and  strength  will  be  in  her  footprints.  Let  her  flag  be  the  harbinger  of  joy 
on  the  ocean,  to  the  distressed  of  every  land,  and  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  wise  and 
true  at  home. 

We  must  look  to  America  that  has  enlightened  the  world  on  true  government,  so  she 
roust  enlighten  and  bless  on  rational  religion,  not  the  miserable  peculiar  faith  of  bibles 
of  tradition,  or  of  imperial  dynasties,  that  rule  their  world  by  union  of  church  and  state. 

Americans  owe  it  to  themselves  to  begin  this  mighty  conservative  revolution.  But 
are  all  our  statesmen  politicians,  that  they  cannot  commit  themselves  to  the  justice  of 
rational  religion  ?  The  American  public  is  the  only  one  that  can  prooerly  appreciate 
this  position,  that  no  bible  of  tradition  can  give  the  first  letters — ^the  elements  of  pore 
religion. 

The  voice  of  social  intellectuality  and  dignity  ought  to  speak  out. 

Peculiar  faith,  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  kingly  or  papal  government,  is  then  notorioasly 
an  injurious  organ,  oppressive  to  the  miod  of  the  sovereign  people. 

Can  the  American  nation,  the  whole  intellectual  world,  over-estimate  this  glorious 
constitutional  government  ?     Can  all  the  beneficiaries  duly  appreciate  the  noble  Union  ? 

The  present  age  should  seek  for  annexation  on  the  same  grand  division  of  the  five  of 
the  world,  not  conquest,  the  moral,  not  martial  influence. 

The  only  universal  empire  is  that  of  universal  brotherhood,  tended  on  the  ooUest 
relations  of  mind,  that  establishes  constitutional  governments. 

.  Time  was  when  the  old  and  new  continents  had  no  communication.  How  was  this? 
It  was  for  want  of  genius,  mind,  and  science,  that  tower  abave  all  faith.  Under  rational 
religion  the  noblest  philanthropic  associations  will  grow  up. 

This  Union  does  hand  to  the  world  its  constitutional  government :  let  it  add  also  that 
of  rational  religion.  The  banner  nation,  that  gives  to  the  world  constitutional  govern- 
ment and  rational  religion,  confers  a  sublime  favor  that  can  never  be  repaid,  and  will 
render  her  the  star  of  light. 

Asia  is  and  has  been  the  land  of  political  and  faith  despotism.  It  is  time  that  the 
world  caused  truth  to  hold  faith  in  abeyance. 

Women,  you  whose  sex  has  been  so  long  degraded  by  orientalism,  that  has  taken 
away  or  eflfaced  all  the  noblest  traits  of  soul,  and  denied  even  that  to  you,  seek  your 
diffnity,  and  see  to  the  truth  and  glory  of  rational  religion. 

What,  then,  can  be  more  important  to  the  world,  or  richer  in  ennobUng  materials  to 
its  happiness? 

The  world  should  now  demand  as  its  supreme  right,  written  constitutions  of  regularly 
organized  conventions,  elected  by  properly  constituted  electors,  as  the  supreme  law  of 
continents.  All  free  intelligent  citizens  have  an  interest  in  constitutional  government) 
rational  religion,  civilization  and  universal  brotherhood.     The  permanenty  c<»Tect 
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AH  the  primaiy  and  essential  points  haye  already  been  secnred  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  whose  natal  day  of  national  liberty  and  freedom  shonld  never  be  given 
up,  if  we  Only  celebrate  it  by  reading  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

What  then  can  patriots  think  of  the  dissolution  of  this  Union,  so  fflorious,  so  moment- 
ous to  the  world's  happiness,  mnch  less  its  own?  Traitors  to  mind  may  act  most  irrar- 
tionally  to  all  the  requisitions  of  the  universe.  Adulterers  may  dissolve  the  sacred 
union  of  man  and  wife,  and  thus  destroy  for  them  forever  their  domestic  happiness ! 
Murderers  may  destroy  the*  union  of  soul  and  body  to  gratify  a  fiendish  spirit,  but  what 
fiend  could  willingly  blast  this  noblest  monument  of  patriotic  genius?  Give  all  your 
possessions,  and  work  for  more  to  give  for  this  constitutional  union.  Bury  much  in  the 
oceans  ere  disunion.  Perish  every  species,  and  all  the  involved  interests  of  political 
speculation  advefse  to  this  glorious  Union. 

Disunion  should  be  looked  upon  as  the  curse  awaiting  a  stupid  nation,  to  be  made 
wretched  above  all  nations  at  the  consummation  of  such  a  scene,  deplorable  to  mind 
forever. 

Let  patriots  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  their  country  all  that  is  needed,  to  preserve  her 
institutions,  that  are  so  magnificently  safe,  her  safety  glorious,  and  her  glory  permanent. 
Who  can  speculate  on  disunion?  Is  the  union  worth  preservation,  after  the  s|iirit  and 
principles  of  construction  are  gone  ? 

When  party  speaks  of  dissolution  of  our  union,  it  does  not  appreciate  the  character 
of  the  world^volcano  that  will  be  aroused.  But  what  will  not  partisanships  and  factions 
of  party  spirit  do  ?  Constitutional,  not  armed  mediations,  are  tlie  available  weapons^ 
in  wise  repablics,  to  secure  lasting  blessings.  The  union  of  the  world  must  be 
secured. 

We  should  look,  at  this  liberal  age,  at  the  unity  of  countries  not  only,  but  of  whole 
grand  divisions,  as  best  suited  to  govern  the  balances  of  power,  hitherto  an  unsolved' 
problem,  especially  in  the  old  continent.  The  -wisest  position  of  peace  proclaims  this» 
as  imperative.  Our  views  must  refer  to  the  earth's  circumference,  to  reach  the  proper 
solution. 

Who  and  what  are  national  magistrates  ? 

They  are  the  representatives  of  a  popular  constituency — ^no  matter  by  what  name — 
monarchs,  emperors,  or  presidents.  Justice  requires  that  this  question  be  submitted  to 
the  sovereign  citizens,  who  should  have  a  voice  in  all  such  decisions. 

What  would  we  have  the  monarchs  of  the  world  to  do,  provided  that  question  could 
be  disposed  of?  They  should  endow  at  once  the  richest  means  of  giving  rational  edu- 
cation to  all  rational  minds,  of  their  people,  and  give  tliem  all  the  rightful  benefits  of  a 
free  people,  to  enjoy  mind — that  is,  all  resign  for  a  presidency,  elected  by  the  people. 
All  nations  that  make  the  least  pretensions  to  culture  of  mind  at  this  age,  should  receive^ 
as  they  are  entitled  to,  constitutional  government. 

Monarchs,  all  rulers  are  only  the  fiduciaries  for  the  sovereign  people.  They  should 
not  withhold  this  highest  evidence  of  nations'  rights,  but  impart,  as  wisdom's  best  posi- 
tion, the  exactest  action,  resulting  on  just  thoughts,  expressed  in  the  fewest  words. 
Monarchy  affects  to  be  the  natural  government,  as  all,  unless  the  most  enlightened,' 
adopt  it.  The  test  of  nature  is  the  greatest  good,  and  that  is  by  constitutional  repre- 
sentation. 

Tl)e  rightful  powers  of  such  are  the  executive,  the  legislative,  and  judiciary— all 
independent  of  each  other,  but  responsible  agents  of  the  sovereign  people,  who,  as  mor- 
tals, have  the  only  divine  rights.  This  is  tlie  beauty  of  people  governing  themselves 
as  nations.  Such  government  inculcates  the*  great  and  necessary  duties  to  the  world, 
country,  family,  iriends,  and  self,  to  recognise  all  important  and  peaceful  science,  to 
advance  the  improvements  and  best  culture  of  soils  as  well  as  minds,  to  facilitate  the 
overcoming  all  obstructions  of  oceans  and  continents,  all  the  potent  elements  of  nature, 
to  show  mind  worthy  of  its  gifts,  entitled  to  its  just  rewards. 

To  have  the  best  cultivation  of  justice,  that  it  be  not  neglected,  for  the  absent,  the 
weak,  the  poor,  or  oppressed ;  to  appreciate  a  sound  and  honest  judgment  of  him  who 
might  not  talk  at  all,  in  preference  to  the  fiowers  of  rhetoric  or  oratory,  unsupported  by 
right.  To  have  principle  adhered  to,  and  escape  all  the  dangers  of  factions  in  faith  and 
,  government :  to  elevate  the  views  of  the  people  above  the  sordid  intentions  of  dema- 
gogues, the  morbid,  rabid  taste  of  customs. 

Mankind  are  the  great  agents  for  stirring  up  the  great  elements  of  their  improver 
ment,  to  be  followed  by  the  great  fruits  of  repose  and  happiness,  and  in  none  better  than 
in  the  proper  constitutional  representative  government. 

Statesmen  and  their  governments  should  ever  pursue  a  course  of  enlightened  and 
peaceful  policy  towards  all  the  world,  and  especially  all  nations  at  peace  with  them. 
They  should  permit  no  armament  or  equipment  to  be  canied  from  their  ports  for  war 
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parposeB,  to  interfere  and  conflict  with  friendly  relations.  The  proper  fgeeadtioa,  «K 
first,  may  prevent  the  most  of  the  difficulties. 

The  noble  family  of  free  governments  and  states  is  increasing ;  the  dawn  has  bozst 
upon  the  world,  that  is  responsive  to  the  brighter  light  from  America.  Europe  has  re- 
kindled, and  already  Africa  is  responding. 

Absolutism,  in  all  its  perversions  of  government,  must  yield  to  true  constiintional 
governments  of  representative  republics,  that  will  give  all  due  in  every  possible  attaia> 
ment  of  mind^s  benefit  God  will  permit  no  other,  if  mind  will  act  ap  to  its  ovs 
diffnity. 

Freemen  should  assert  the  power  that  individual  knowledge  and  right  give,  to  attaJB 
refined  civilization. 

Many  of  the  murder  class,  nationally  and  individually,  could  have*  been  arrested,  ere 
the  weapons  could  have  been  drawn,  by  arrest  of  the  immoral  cause  at  the  bottom  of  it 

Patriots  wilt  not  forget  the  triumph  of  mind  in  ^76,  over  absolutism,  as  to  permit 
Jewish  priestocracies,  professing  peculiar  faith,  that  has  entailed  difficulties  on  the 
world  most  potent,  and  Uiat  has  alienated  the  fairest  portions  of  the  globe  Ibom  each 
other,  to  give  us  a  code  of  faith,  when  we  reject  its  legal  code. 

These  is  no  divine  right  of  government,  but  by  and  through  the  people,  who  sfaoaU 
have  rational  education,  to  continue  all  its  rational  blessings ;  and  there  certainly  is  nose 
of  church,  that  abuses  pure  religion,  under  its  peculiar  faith. 

As  the  triumph  of  mind  progresses,  so  will  its  proper  form  of  government ;  then  the 
offices  of  absolutism  will  one  day  be  shunned,  more  than  sought  A  statesman  seeks 
to  find  organic  laws,  on  true  government,  a  proper  representative  government !  Can  be 
find  in  any  bible  of  tradition  any  such  authority,  but  that  of  the  pretended  dirine  rights 
of  kings  and  the  priestocracy  ?  For  their  increase  of  power  and  privileges?  That 
kings  can  do  no  wrong,  under '  that  pretence,  as  priestocracies  commit  no  error  in  re- 
sponsibility, to  the  sovereign  people,  their  masters  ?  Thus  the  progress  of  mind  is 
impeded,  its  dignity  and  worth  superseded ;  for  no  innovation  can  be  attempted  agaiuc 
absolutism  of  government,  civil  and  church.  What  then  can  be  worse  than  such  fibles, 
that  give  codes  that  crush  the  rights  of  mind,  and  that  misrule  the  world  ? 

How  many  tribes,  races,  and  nations  faU,  under  weak  and  bad  systems  of  mle ! 
Among  all,  the  Jews  are  most  conspicuous. 

The  time  has  arrived,  when  in  all  nations  laws  are  to  be  wisely  legislated  on,  skI 
equally  and  duly  administered,  otherwise  shame  and  disgrace,  for  our  and  all  countn^ 
must  follow. 

There  are  too  many,  in  all  countries,  treacherous  to  just  rights,  else  why  oppression 
on  the  one,  and  submission  on  the  other  side? 

Good  governments  secure  justice,  compel  redress  of  grievances  and  wrongs,  asd 
tend  to  restore  a  proper  estimate  of  religion,  so  essential  to  the  universal  peace  of 
the  world. 

Manners  are  essentially  needed,  in  the  best  ordered  governments,  and  among  the 
freest  people.    Annul  all  laws  that  give  the  least  complexion  to  abuses. 

The  blessings,  of  popular  government  create  good  faith  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  The  world  will  then  safely  confide  in  principles,  that  will  protect  it  better  thai 
all  armies  and  navies,  that  will  eat  out  its  strength  and  substance. 

Under  constitutional  government  rightly  administered,  our  legitimate  position  bein^ 
well  and  truly  defined,  if  we  cause  others  to  define  their^s  appropriately,  then  we  caA 
hold  all  bad  characters  at  command,  even  without  the  necessity  of  arbitration. 

But  can  the  people  of  Europe  and  other  parts  of  the  monarchical  world,  carry  out  alJ 
the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  freedom  ?  ^ 

Most  certainly.  They  have  to.  make  their  beginning,  and  the  sooner  the  better ;  their 
leaders  if  not  false,  can  help  them.  They  are  l^und  in  the  highest  honor  to  the  peof^ 
to  resign  ail  power  unto  the  sovereign  people. 

What  blessings  of  our  constitution,  that  gives  no  citizen  supreme  power  over  lavs, 
equity  and  facts  ? 

Its  authors  are  so  superior,  when  compared  to  those  who  formed  the  hierarchy  of  th^ 
Jews,  that  were  so  sadly  deficient  in  popular  benefits,  that  the  last  appears  as  school- 
boys to  the  first 

Over  priestocracy,  by  mind,  is  at  once  recognised  a  moral  and  intellectual  victory 
the  highest  attainable,  and  decides  conclusively  for  the  highest  tribunal,  an  enlighten^ 
public  opinion  of  an  enlightened,  wise,  and  virtuous  conununity. 

What  will  not  the  liberality  of  free  governments  do,  for  the  nations  of  the  world. 
when  conservative  revolution  arises,  and  tears  asui^er  the  mantle  of  despotism ;  then  il 
will  be  that  we  shall  see  the  triumph  of  principles. 

The  people  look  now  to  their  government  with  the  deepest  interest,  and  must  ad^anM 
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the  benefit  of  free  sehools  to  the  extent  of  rational  education,  and  exclade  mind^s  per- 
▼eraioDs,  by  expulsion  of  bibles  of  tradition  and  all  other  abuses.  The  civilized  code  of 
refinement  instead  of  its  pretensions,  bordering  on  the  barbarian  and  savage,  will  expei 
all  noxious  evils  that  destroy  mankind  prematurely. 

Absolutists  hold  by  an  uncertain  tenure,  as  they  bold  without  principles ;  the  ittan 
absolute,  the  sooner  the  day  of  retribution  may  ensue,  for  Retribution  comes  from  the 
immutable  law  of  principles.  Blessed  are  the  republics  of  the  world,  whose  citizens 
can  amend  on  the  errors  of  the  past,  and  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  ;  can  regulate 
their  organic  and  constitutional  legislation  if  wrong,  and  obey  their  laws  if  rationally 
right.  Such  institutions  will  speedily  limit  these  old  governments  that  trample  on  the 
rights  of  their  citizens,  that  pollute  and  violate  the  dearest  interests  of  mankind. 

Principals  in  power  are  not  put  there  to  corrupt,  but  protect  the  sovereign  people  and 
their  divine  rights.  Absolutism  is  the  basest  for  usurpation,  in  all  this.  Its  wiles  may 
supersede  constitutional  and  imprescriptible  freedom  in  the  mass,  the  judiciary,  execu- 
tive, legislative,  political  sway. 

Beyond  principles,  nothing  can  be  trustworthy  in  this  world,  as  the  death  of  many 
proves  how  far  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  mass  may  be  ignobly  misled,  by  the 
perversion  and  affectation  of  knowledge  and  faith.  The  crowd  that  is  ignobly  misled  by 
demagogues,  political  or  ecclesiastical,  is  ever  ready  for  corruption,  to  do  wrong  in  a 
wrong  cause,  when  light  is  not  beaming  to  discover  it,  perfectly  unworthy  of  the  injured, 
hardly  Gt  for  subjects  to  such  masters.  In  just  governments  only,  can  mind  reach  and 
maintain  its  supreme  goodness,  and  social  rights,  their  sublime  elevation.  In  such  only 
the  supreme  excellence  of  woman,  magnificent  in  her  jewels  of  chastity,  is  sublimely 
upheld,  by  the  conservative  enlightened  opinion  of  freedom  that  blesses  mankind. 

There  she  is  purely  above  suspicion  on  the  proper  basis  of  mind,  high,  elevated  and 
great. 

There  predominates  the  best  taste,  to  restrain  and  counteract  licentiousness.  There 
reigns  the  only  proper  equilibrium,  by  the  justest  relation  of  rights  between  the  sexes, 
as  in  the  solar  system,  where  each  orb  maintains  its  just  relations. 

None  but  correct  position  of  mind  can  do  this,  where  its  refined  sensitiveness  can  be 
heard,  and  its  potency  can  be  justly  exerted. 

Mind  is  the  impress  of  the  spirit  of  the  age,  of  the  government,  of  religion,  and  parti- 
cipates in  the  blessings  of  freedom,  or  sympathizes  in  the  miserable  state  of  the  earth. 

In  the  blessings  of  freedom,  it  proves  the  libel  on  man  that  all  have  their  price. 

Happy  America  can  refute  it  by  her  Washington,  and  unfortunate  Hungary  can  repel 
it  by  her  Dembinski !  It  takes  despotism  to  dishonor  and  libel  mind.  Absolutism  dis- 
graces mind,  by  perversions  of  lust,  ambition  and  avarice,  and  misleads  it  into  the  deepest 
speculations  and  gambling  of  its  rights  and  purity.  The  proper  equilibrium  of  free  gov- 
ernment, ennobles  mind  to  its  sublimest  greatness  ;  even  in  its  medium,  the  chastity  of 
woman  was  proved,  by  the  Roman  Lucretia.  ^ 

Among  the  blessings  of  constitutional  government^  is  embraced  a  jury,  that  rightlr 
constituted,  bestows  a  practical  illustration  of  cultivated  mental  light ;  but  if  perverted, 
this  is  a  perfect  nuisance. 

Constitutional  government  is  the  most  appropriate  nursery  for  public  ^irit  and  pat- 
riotism. 

To  all  this  is  due  proper  respect  to  country,  the  most  enlarged  and  liberalized  spirit 
that  encircles  the  world  and  comprehends  the  universe.  It  looks  to  the  unity  of  empire 
in  all  the  essentials. 

It  establishes  the  proper  financial  system  of  the  country,  compatible  with  its  direct 
interests  and  the  world. 

The  light  of  true  government  bids  the  mighty  conquerors  of  continents  now  holding 
on  to  their  possessions  and  conquests,  which  had  been  previously  prey  to  succession  of 
conquerors,  having  been  ruined  by  the  mal-practices  of  priestocracies,  and  all  the  usur- 
pations over  mind,  to  be  now  responsible  for  the  improvement  of  their  mighty  wards. 

All  the  relative  gradations  of  mind  have  to  be  cared  for,  by  the  wisest  world  guar- 
dianship. The  life-problem  is  that  of  mind,  responsive  to  which  mankind  must  ever 
look.  The  paramount  question,  is  its  right  and  happiest  solution.  What  if  the  disso- 
lution of  this  most  exalted  model  republic  should  take  place  ?  We  ought  not  and  never 
should  hear  the  last  of  this  catastrophe,  the  dissolution  of  the  world^s  freedom.  The 
curses  of  an  injured  world  would  be  upon  the  guilty  perpetrators.  Down  with  all  such 
factions  and  sectional  mobs,  whose  spirit  is  worse  than  parricides.  All  such  are  to  be 
utterly  condemned,  without  distinction  and  specific  charges.  Our  union  must  be  pre- 
served, as  long  as  it  is  honorable  and  proper. 

^  Any  other  than  a  constitutional  government  is  as  incorrect,  as  peculiar  faith  is  10- 
moved  from  religion.  .     .^ .^.^ ,  .^ 
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We  can  ool j  have  one  true  gorernment  of  conatitattonal  freedom  for  country  and 
mind. 

One  hundred  millione  of  liberalists  could  hare  stood  np  in  Europe,  and  backed  out  all 
the  absolutists,  had  there  been  a  right  view  taken  and  upheld.  There  must  be  a  con- 
centration of  all  the  world's  best  powers  by  the  liberalists.  The  people  have  seen  that 
they  have  only  to  look  to  themselves,  not  to  those  alienated  from  their  interests.  Does 
not  absolutism  of  despotism  disfranchise  most  of  the  rights  of  man  ?  As  much  as  the 
ancients  missed  religion,  so  have  they  missed  government.  Purity  of  government  ad- 
vances to  all  mankind  the  greatest  good. 

Corruptions  of  society  become  more  miserable  as  government  is  corrupt.  The  Ame- 
rican Union  has  solved  the  noblest  problem,  in  the  noblest  way,  of  all  the  social,  moral 
and  intellectual  relations  of  the  world.  Their  beet  problem  solution  is  now  that  of  ra« 
tional  religion.  ' 

The  nations  of  the  world  cannot  conceive  better  than  by  a  conservative  revolutiouf 
that  circumscribes  all  the  ignoble  and  unprincipled  opposition,  and  proves  that  without 
this,  no  virtue  is  seen  but  in  self-interest. 

The  rulers  of  the  world  should  be  constitutional,  and  recognise  their  great  position, 
to  prevent  monopoly  being  usurpation,  and  to  expel  all  manner  of  imposition  i'rom  the 
human  mind.  Theirs  ia  &e  position  to  exalt  their  feUow-ciiizens  to  the  requisitions  of 
just  government.  They  preside  over  this  great  function,  and  should  at  once  perform 
it  In  the  most  effectual  manner.  But  no  !  Many  of  them  consider  the  people,  their 
own  people,  vulgar,  and  their  rights  abstraction.  Then  it  becomes  the  people  to  treat 
them  as  abstractions  and  cause  them  (to  promptly  resign. 

Why  will  kings  still  persist  in  popular  absolutism  ;  they  ought  to  know  that  they  axe 
usurpers  on  the  divine  rights  of  the  people.  The- votes  of  the  people,  and  their  repre- 
sentation on  constitutional  principles,  are  now  the  proper  order  of  the  world. 

Monarchies  rest  on  perjuries.  They  beget  mind-vassalage,  a  subserviency  that  ia 
degrading.  Orientalism  has  nurtured  this  to  the  most  abject  point.  What  an  amount 
of  imposition  begets  it.  The  people,  the  only  sovereigns^  are  taught  tu  be  vassals, 
bribed,  bought  and  seduced  by  their  own  means.  Correct  government  supersedes  foree 
and  oppression.  Every  absolute  government  has  a  state  faith  to  defraud  the  deceived 
people.  Nations  are  degraded  by  monarchy,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of  absolutism, 
as  Popery.  All  such  brutalize  and  demoralize  the  people.  Correct  minds  require  such 
governments  as  will  give  best  freedom  and  protection ;  therefore  they  cannot,  by  sove- 
reign and  inherent  rights,  be  precluded  from  sdection  of  matters  necessary  for  coufeit 
of  life. 

Freemen  choose  to  observe,  reflect  and  select  for  themselves.  They  ask  for  a  tyt* 
tern  not  to  trust  any  further  than  prudent  security  generally  permits. 

TtubX  the  least  in  government  when  power  is  delegated.  Enlightened  mind  must  see 
that  the  pretences  of  any  kind  of  monarchy  cannot  for  a  moment  be  constitutional  gov- 
ernment. There  can  be  only  one  just  kind  of  government,  and  that  constitutional  re* 
public. 

The  example  for  lost,  rational  government  has  been  given  by  the  United  States  of 
America,  for  three-fourths  of  a  century.  A  tenth  of  the  world  is  now  enjoying  an  ap- 
proach to  such  blessings  and  principles. 

Even  England  has  the  press  partially  free,  when  it  is  not  bought,  used  or  employed 
as  the  peculiar  organ  ;  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  and  an  adequate  protection  to  property. 
But  she  has  not  that  organic  bullion  for  the  full  rights  of  the  world,  without  which  the 
world  is  necessarily  crippled,  too  often  crushed.  Her  church  tyranny  is  an  awful 
monster  of  iniquity.  Good  government,  call  it  by  what  name  you  please,  gives  rational 
education,  security  of  life,  liberty  and  property,  justice  to  persons  and  reputation.  The 
world  must  exclude  faction  or  mere  patty  spirit,  and  adopt  such  principles  as  will  insure 
the  good  of  the  most,  if  not  all — not  advance  mere  peculiar  interests. 

Ail  pure  governments  that  respect  their  constituency,  will  revere  their  constitution 
and  construe  it  forever  with  good  faith  and  sense  to  protect  alone  thereby.  In  pure 
order  of  government,  of  liberalism,  no  power,  money  or  persons  get  the  ascendancy. 
The  world  should  secure  that  government  that  secures  amelioration  and  improvement 
of  social  conditions.    The  best  principles  of  monotheism,  rational  religion,  demand  all  this. 

Such  government  is  needed  in  the  affection,  and  has  won  the  confidence  of  the 
beneficiaries. 

What  is  any  government  worth,  if  wise  legislation  and  administration  be  not  secured  ? 
Constitutional  governments  are  for  the  most  elevated  and  beneficial  purposes,  the  inde- 
pendence and  purity  of  officials,  the  inherent  honors  of  principles. 

How  much  has  abeolutism,  despotism,  been  a  sacrifioe  of  the  finest  quilUiea  of 
mindl 
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The  most  rational  nnirenal  goveniments  of  the  worid  mast  be  iostitated  as  spceffiy 
as  practicable. 

We  must  all  see  by  the  eye  of  science,  the  absolute  necessity  of  faaTiog^fisr  each  of 
the  &\e  grand  divisions, of  the  globe,  all  the  national  outlets,  all  the  unity  of  interests; 
consequently  nothing  less  than  a  onion  of  all  the  countries  of  the  same  diTiaioo  and 
appurtenant  islands  will  answer.  The  sphere  of  science  can  now  take  cognisance  of 
this  sublime  position  of  free  and  intellectual  mind. 

The  greatest  and  purposed  benefits  of  having  continental  governments,  axe  full  and 
satisfactory  for  the  world. 

Then  continental  nations,  the  greatest  and  most  respectable,  arise,  that  nmj  look  best 
at  once  to  all  principles  the  most  liberal  practicable.  Every  thing  then  wiU  be  done  oa 
a  scale  commensurate  with  the  mighty  interests  of  the  world,  and  all  govemmeiit  open* 
tions  of  that  scale,  must  approach  the  nearest  to  the  best  requirements  of  aniversal 
society,  rational  mind. 

The  best  outlays  of  all  rational  governments,  are  the  elements  of  rational  popokr 
education. 

Liberality  in  roost  realities  of  lifers  expenditures  of  proper  investments,  as  rational 
education,  oftenest  insure  the  most  profitable  returns. 

Are  continental  governments  the  sublime  acts  of  mind,  or  the  Utopias  of  the  imagi- 
nation ? 

Enlightened  views  show  that  the  largest  sources  should  have  general  and  natoxal 
outlets,  as  large  rivers  that  cannot  be  safely  embanked,  but  must  disembo|rae  them- 
selves by  the  channels  that  nature  makes  and  reason  observes,  not  monopoly  dictates 
for  universal  inundation  and  ruin. 

We  must  look  upon  the  human  family,  not  in  the  mere  light  of  politics  or  partyism 
alone,  unless  that  particular  question  comes  up  in  nations  whose  nationality  most  be 
respected  and  protected  when  sectional  divisions  only  are  regarded.  No  de^wts  of 
national  circles  should  afiect  world-rights. 

Annexation  of  continental  nations  may  now  be  a  happy  result,  as  all  may  hare  a 
purer  government  and  most  peaceful  relations. 

When  all  become  correct  representative  republican  governments,  then  all  conqnesto 
must  be  superseded  by  nobler  means  .that  must  be  beneficial  to  the  ultimate  good  <tf 
mankind. 

Intermixtures  of  appropriate  races,' like  commercial  enterprises,  will  bring  aboota 
higher  state  of  mental  elevation,  abundance  of  people  of  the  large  divisions  of  the  globe 
rushing  to  that  point  in  general,  and  free  intercourse  to  obtain  their  purpose,  where  a 
vast  field  of  enterprise  is  excited,  the  countries  will  become  mighty  and  settled,  and 
the  last  great  link  of  commerce  will  then  be  complete,  the  best  and  brightest  of  all  in 
refined  civilization.  Already  has  the  benignity  of  the  supreme  kind  of  government 
that  best  gives  individual,  national  and  world  liberty,  that  upholds  pure  rational 
religion,  proved  itself,  as  from  a  stately  bride  wooed  to  be  won  by  the  wise  id  all 
nations. 

The  principles  of  correct  government  will  finally  cause  all  the  nations  of  the  same 
continent,  or  grand  divisions  of  continent,  to  be  annexed  in  one  indissoluble  union,  and 
the  continents  to  be  blessed  with  a  world's  peace.  But  how  can  that  be,  it  may  be 
asked,  when  our  union  that  is  only  a  part  of  one  continent,  has  been  apparently  on  the 
verge  of  dissolution  ?  We  see  the  world  evils  by  keeping  the  union  of  continents,  io 
the  fragments  of  despotism.  Mighty  has  been  the  conflict  of  opposing  elements  that 
have  tested  ours  to  be  the  proper  government,  else  it  had  been  shivered  into  fragments. 
It  is  founded  in  the  true  affections  of  the  people,  and  those  of  cultivated  minds.  Sane 
people  do  not  actually  know  what  they  are  talking  of,  when  they  speak  of  the  dis- 
union of  this  country.  They  might  as  well  speak  of  dividing  a  mighty  brilliant,  even 
a  prtnciple !  If  we  were  divided,  the  two  divisions  would  be  like  the  bleeding  halves 
'   of  one  body,  whose  functions  were  crushed,  and  whose  lustre  for  ever  gone. 

Tears  of  sympathy  would  be  her  requiem,  or  the  curses  of  mankind  would  be  her 
portion. 

Never  was  suicide  so  fatal,  action  so  malign. 

We  will  not  foster  the  idea,  as  long  as  we  can  sustain  compromise  and  liberality, 
justice  and  patriotism ;  all  hail  our  sacred  union,  blessed  with  constitutional  rights  of 
citizenship.  With  her  we  can  say  all  hail  the  republics  of  the  world,  that  pour  upon 
the  benighted  and  oppressed,  the  fruits  of  light  and  liberty. 

And  all  hail  intellectual  freedom,  that  pours  forth  on  all  the  continents  the  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  an  all-wise  God. 

By  this  union  the  safety  of  the  globe  is  advancing  in  her  dignity^  whose  dosolalion 
has  followed  the  destructions  of  millions  by  human  butchers. 
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With  her  the  heroic  but  feadal  ages  are  paeeing,  while  the  rational  has  advanced. 

With  this  glorious  union,  mindy  the  noblest  endowment  of  the  Creator,  has  obtained 
one  of  the  noblest  of  all  acts,  self-govemment,  for  free  and  legitimate  agency  in  per- 
sonal and  public  affairs. 

Nothing  but  rational  education  can  insure  the  most  appropriate  government  to  man 
in  sill  the  forms  of  social  condition,  and  parents  have  to  set  the  best  and  enlightened 
example  for  their  children,  who  are  never  to  be  independent  of  their  highest  obliga^ 
tions  about  any  duty,  and  to  do  all  this  rightly,  all  the  obsolete  pretences  of  abso- 
lutism are  to  be  rejected  by  the  great  conservatives  of  mind  through  rational  education. 

The  best  schools  are  to  be  conscientiously  maintained  in  all  circles,  as  one  of  the 
Tery  first  public  duties  from  parents  to  their  children,  the  country  to  its  citizens,  the 
world  to  its  people. 

Absolutism  of  all  kinds  has  to  "be  put  down,  and  kept  there  effectually  by  the  only 
means,  the  only  legitimate  powers  of  rightly  edocated  mind. 

Just  governments  are  shedding  their  light  and  blessings,  and  will  wisely  precede  as 
the  noblest  couriers,  rational  religion  purely  expressed,  that  will  govern  mind,  and  mili- 
tary power  with  its  fame  will  be  nowhere  in  the  union  of  all.  All  the  parts  of  the 
world  cannot  have  too  speedy  intercourse  with  each  other,  procuring  all  commercial 
advantages  by  rail  and  plank  roads,  and  steamers,  to  unite  as  nations,  and  unite  all 
nations  of  the  world,  that  will  exchange  the  surplus  produce,  and  reciprocate  all  the 
works  of  science,  art,  and  manufactures  with  the  world,  and  the  best  light  of  govern- 
mental inatitutions  to  all*  excluding  the  wretched  organizations  of  absolutism.  The 
world  presents  a  comprehensive  theatre,  a  school  for  the  highest  benefit  and  exercise 
of  mind,  not  its  enslavement  or  corruption. 

The  various  constitutional  governments  of  nations  or  continents  of  nations,  will  form 
so  many  substantial  aids  to  the  bible  of  mind,  that  the  organic  and  legislative  laws, 
seconded  by  the  irresistible  will  of  the  mind,  enlightened  by  refined  civilization,  will 
complete  this  universal  object.  The  five  general  continental  divisions  of  the  earth, 
must  finally  be  five  grand  republics  of  the  world.  Their  code  of  international  law 
would  exclude  wars.  For  what  could  they  fight?  As  most  rationally  constituted, 
they  must  have  one  kind  of  free  representative  constitutional  government,  and  the 
moment  of  their  institution  also  religion,  the  true  faith,  not  Roman  nor  universalist, 
but  cjitholic  and  universal  on  true  principles  of  the  God  of  nature,  not  of  any  peculiar 
god  of  nations.  In  them  rational  science  and  philosophy  will  flourish.  Peace  and 
practicable  prosperity  will  be  general.  Whose  interest  then  would  be  peculiar,  alien 
to  principles.whose  influence  would  be  universal  ?  There  would  be  no  need  of  uncon- 
stitutional rulers,  usurpers  and  monopolists. 

There  would  be  no  need  of  mighty  armed  powers,  to  destroy  mind's  noblest  achieve- 
ments. The  triumph  would  be  in  the  blessing,  not  in  the  curse  of  races,  and  all  pecu- 
liar societies  would  be  merged  in  one  universal  brotherhood. 

The  unity  of  language  can  be  matured  through  science.  Much  of  mind's  benefit* 
that  has  been  lost  in  diversity  of  languages,  will  then  be  realized  in  science. 

Genius  can  reduce  language  to  unity,  and  the  best  will  be  the  English,  a  most  com- 
prehensive position  of  true  science. 

Enlarged  and  liberal  views  to  the  world's  comprehension,  are  the  only  just  ones, 
secure  the  greatest  benefit,  and  require  a  universal  regard,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  its  rights. 

True  citizens  of  the  world,  contend  for  all  your  principles,  and  ever  obtain  them  at 
the  tribunal  ef  reason. 

Principles  do  not  permit  affections  nor  attributes  to  be  dwarfed.  Under  them  beha- 
vior is  gentle  and  cotlrteous,  as  breeding  is  correct,  and  all  will  tell  ultimately  on  the 
world  and  the  universe. 

The  noble  principles  of  liberalism  can  best  preserve  the  uncorrupt  state  of  society,  or 
correct  its  downward  tendency. 

The  universal  blessing  of  all  nations  is  through  the  right  exerciBe  of  mind's  best 
functions,  that  cause  the  light  of  liberty  to  flourish. 

The  light  of  liberty,  of  freedom,  already  irradiates  a  part  of  the  world,  and  will 
cause  the  best  fruit  to  ripen.  The  problem  of  liberty  will  be  solved,  when  all  the 
world-nations  lay  proper  hold  of  it.  The  constitutional  representative  governnynt  haa 
met  the  mighty  unsolved  problem  most  wisely,  and  that  now  meets  the  mightiest  of  all, 
that  of  religion,  by  a  flood  of  light.  In  defence  of  its  own  divine  rights,  mind  appeals 
first  to  constitutional  government,  to  promote  the  blessings  of  universal  peace,  honor, 
dignity,  worth,  laws,  order  of  society,  and  welfare  of  the  world. 

Such  continental  governments  will  promote  the  preservation  of  national  treaties,  as  a 
matter  of  general  welfare,  and  exclude  (he  swindling  of  the  rights  of  the  sovereign 
people  by  wholesale. 
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The  national  vicions  characteristics  can  be'got  rid  of  best  by  contiilentai  nnions. 

The  world  is  concerned  in  the  mighty  principles  of  freedom,  ahd  its  patriotism  must 
never  look  at  all  at  any  design  but  in  universal  good. 

A  comprehension  of  the  whole  category  of  self-vindication  of  principles  and  rational 
tetribution,  give  this  most  philosophical  forewarning. 

Mankind  should  go  the  legitimate  extent  of  governmental  institutions,  to  best  rarrv 
out  the  world's  interests.  God  has  defined  them  by  the  existing  great  local  divisitms, 
to  be  united  on  international  commercial  regulations. 

The  good  faith  of  nations  is  needed  for  universal  peace,  friendly  relations  and  iuter- 
eourse,  and  should  be  universally  in  unison  in  religion. 

They  can  only  be  by  rational  religion,  that  excludes  all  sectarianism. 

Under  this  noble  position,  what  noble  triumphs  of  mind  this  age  has  in  the  thousmd 
inventions  and  discoveries,  the  facility  of  world -mails,  the  universal  lights  of  the 
press,  the  celerity  of  the  telegraph,  the  great  civilizing  powers  of  commerce,  the 
mighty  comforts  of  industrial  pursuits,  all  the  advanced  developments  over  past  a^es ! 

Mankind  must  have  observed  the  best  inspirations  of  genius  and  character  thnm^rii 
exalted  minds,  as  those  of  a  Columbus,  a  Washington,  and  numerous  others,  who  hzve 
labored  to  promote  the  world^s  welfare.  Having  established  all  primary  principles  m 
universal  governments  of  the  great  divisions  of  the  earth,  the  whole  legitimate  benefits 
will  irresistibly  result.  The  principles  of  universal  peace  are  paramount,  because  the 
principles  of  order  are  universal  in  creation.  The  unity  of  such  coontry^s  vast  empire, 
extensive  as  natural  limits  cither  of  the  continent  or  its  greatest  grandest  divisions 
may  be,  is  practicable  by  the  soblime  link  of  principles.  None  of  its  parts  will  gain 
anything,  will  do  any  permanent  good  to  have  a  disunion,  but  such  part  will  finally  lose 
everything  valuable. 

The  downfall  of  empires,  as  well  as  their  rearing,  gives  the  world  some  mighty 
lessons  for  its  profit. 

Subdivisions  of  continents  produces  nations  of  unnatural  positions,  instead  of  one 
respectable,  reputable  great  nation,  one  of  the  five  models  of  the  whole  world  to  respect, 
mdroire,  and  imitate. 

Let  the  lights  of  true  history  and  judgment  be  wise  teaching  to  the  world.  Before 
universal  peace  is  established  in  the  world,  we  must  establish  its  noble  principles. 
Many  ignorantly  descant  on  all  these,  as  those  seeking  to  build  without  a  proper  foun- 
dation. If  America,  in  her  wisdom  and  freedom,  had  not  kept  peculiar  faith  apart  froa 
government,  civil  war  might  have  ensued. 

Why  do  the  other  states  of  America  have  civil  wars,  but  from  the  state  of  the  human 
mind  succumbing  to  peculiar  faith,  and  its  concomitants,  ignorance,  bigotry,  intoleration, 
and  the  spirit  of  persecution  ?     They  cannot  seek  union  too  speedily  4br  all  America. 

When  nations  unite,  as  the  five  grand  divisions  of  the  world  indicate  the  programme, 
the  thousands  of  the  world-vices  will  determine. 

International  congresses  of  the  great  five  ^rand  divisions  of  the  earth,  wiH  add  a 
sublime  picture  to  the  world's  history  and  man's  happiness. 

The  state  of  the  world's  possessions  only  justifies  the  belief  that  the  peace  poeitiot 
of  the  world  can  be  realised,  by  changes  of  government  on  earth's  grand  divisions,  the 
•ecurity  of  brotherhood. 

The  mighty  difliculties  of  oceans,  deserts,  and  tyrannies,  are  best  obviated  by  giving 
mind  right  tendencies  on  its  broadest  platform,  and  thus  we  can  best  avoid  wars,  pesti- 
lence and  famine. 

The  union  of  Europe  can  be  secured,  as  of  all  others,  oh  right  principles,  not  by  the 
heterogeneous  combinations,  as  in  the  Roman  Empire,  with  a  great  central  poist^  that 
absorbed  most  of  the  strength ;  but  on  the  noble  principles  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Then  standing  armies  of  half  millions  to  a  nation  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
honest  earnings  of  man  be  duly  rewarded  by  the  blessings  of  peace.  Supreme  science, 
and  mighty  universal  results,  are  involved  in  the  consummation  of  a  universal  brother- 
hood of  nations. 

Wars  should  all  be  stopped  by  constitutional  continental  governments,  that  wheo 
equitably  administered,  can  carry  the  world  through  the  most  trying  difficnlties,  to 
the  highest  attainable  point  of  wisdom.  There  must  be  good  faith  toward  all  oationt 
and  countries,  and  the  most  practicable  means  for  its  eecdrity.  While  the  blessings  of 
commeree  knit  nations  into  the  closest  relations,  could  there  be  possibly  any  natural 
enmity  of  nations,  as  England  and  France,  except  what  is  absurdly  pretended  by  abso- 
lutism, not  certainly  between  the  people  ?  The  diplomacy  of  courts,  but  another  name 
loo  often  for  sopMiirr,  in  the  action  of  abeoiate  despotiam,  may  be  excluded  in  this  libe- 
xil  ezhibitioa  of  miiKTs  right  action. 
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C«B8tEtational  organic  basis  orast  bind  the  organic  limits  of  rights.  The  wokld  has 
to  appeal  to  its  statesmen  and  patriots,  not  its  warriors,  as  mind  is  to  govern.   • 

Absolatists,  royalists,  tories  to  sovereign  rights  of  the  people,  may  resist,  but  proder 
continental  annexations  and  union,  the  sooner  the  better,  should  be  instituted,  to  bnng 
the  balance  in  good  goyemment. 

Annexation  of  empires  on  the  same  grand  division  of  the  same  continent,  on  constitu- 
tional principle,  and  n^ver  by  conquest,  will  be  the  great  achievement  of  mind ;  hence 
wars  and  their  injuries  will  ble  dispensed  with.  « 

We  roust  comprehend  universal  principles  and  all  world-wide  subjects,  to  do  full  aad 
comprehensive  justice  to  mankind  in  all  their  relations,  reliffious  and  social. 

Broad  national,  not  sectional  ground,  should  invariably  be  tslken,  in  all  co-ordinate 
degirtments  of  free  constitutional  governments. 

The  proper  view  should  be  that  of  a  world  patriotism,  to  deserve  well  of  our  ooantry* 
of  the  worId,'of  mankind  universally,  in  its  widest  scope. 

Adequate  justice  to  all  citizens,  m  the  best  constitutional  way,  is  the  primary-object 
of  the  world. 

/Wars  for  conquest  might  be  otherwise  sought  for,  some  longer,  but  raise  the  glorious 
flag  of  principles,  that  direct  the  proper  continental  union  under  free  constitutional  gov- 
ernments, and  the  balance  of  that  division,  sooner  or  later,  will  rally  to  the  rescue. 
Mankind  most  ever  sustain  the  high  duties  of  the  best  rational  government,  the  propex 
enforcement  of  wise  laws,  the  security  and  protection  to  their  eitizens. 

The  game  of  conquest  should  be  an  obsolete  question,  as  it  is  a  fearful  one,  that  the 
whole  world  can  play  at  most  iniqoitously^  and  the  sooner  given  up  the  better.  Com* 
mercially,  intellectually,  and  popularly,  the  light  of  pur  constitutional  govemmeni 
radiates,  to  the  most  civilized  portions  of  the  globe.  Let  it  be  pure  and  uneclipeed, 
universally. 

In  the  solution  of  this  world-interesting  question,  how  great  and  inherent  is  its  value  t 
How  far  is  it  available  to  a  world's  prosperity  and  happiness  ? 

What  mighty  principles  are  mvolved,  in  national  existence !  Among  them  none  are 
more  conspicuous  than  a  world's  universal  brotherhood.  The  Creator  has  laid  off  the 
world  in  five  ^nd  divisions  and  appurtenant  islands. 

True  constitutional  government^  is  for  their  national  and  individual  protection.  If 
they  do  not  thus  protect  themselves,  they  never  can  otherwise.  What  will  protect 
them,  but  the  most  equitable  organization,  on  the  noblest  comprehension  of  intelligence  ? 
The  world  must  prepare  for  five  grand  or  great  governments,  that  should  be  united  for 
general  preservation. 

Universal  principles  are  essential  to  the  world's  society,  recognised  by  mind,  from 
creation. 

God  instituted  this  organic  position  for  the  best  social  relations  of  the  world's  circle, 
and  free  institutions  alone  can  best  promote  them. 

The  sooner,  the  better,  that  we  have  unions  of  the  fivG  grand  divisions  of  the  earth. 

They  could  not  be  coherent  by  any  other  than  constitutional  governments.  Then  the 
mighty  highws^s  of  nations,  oceans  and  continents,  will  be  filled  with  the  world's  bless* 
ings,  mst^  of  its  curses.  Then  discovery  and  genius  will  ennoble  each  other,  and  all 
will  redound  to  universal  good,  for  the  institution  of  honorable  policies,  primary  in  all 
true  governments,  that  will  re*act  on  the  whole.  What  can  best  counteract  the  world* 
piracies?  We  should  institute  all  comprehensive  counteraction  of  the  great  first 
causes. 

Nothing  is  equal  to  universal  rational  education  of  the  citizen.  If  the  world  be  pro»> 
perly  instructed  in  its  rights,  its  duty  will  best  follow  for  protection,  and  appropriate 
governments  will  adequately  meet  the  whole  demands. 

When  mind  obtains  its  ascendancy  over  peculiar  world  despotisms,  then  the  generous  * 
rivalry  of  nations  will  exist.     Time  was  when  priestocracy  maintained  their  govern- 
ment, and  monarchs  theirs ;  then  came  their  union,  and  now  only  constitutional  govern- 
ments, those  of  the  people,  on  orthodox  principles,  will  satisfy  the  world,  to  supersede 
all  such. 

The  people  of  each  of  the  grand  divisions  must  unite  for  the  immediate  good  of  all 
of  that  division,  then  of  the  world.  Escaping  from  the  tyranny  of  one  man  and  one 
idea  power,  they  must  not  plunge  into  the  despotism  of  the  many.        . 

The  time  has  now  arrived,  when,  if  the  people  choose,  civil  cfecisions  can  decide  foe 
states,  in  olace  of  war.  The  comforts  of  the  world  are  now  promoted  by  the  aid  of 
science  and  commerce,  in  their  glorious  departments,  and  the  manufacturer  is  fast  super* 
seding  the  warrior. 

How  superior  will  the  assimilated  races  become,  when  an  honorable  mixture  results  j 
and  how  magnificent  the  governments  that  extend  to  the  defined  limiti  of  nature. 
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'  "ErerjiJtdng  can  be  commenwirate  with  the  oeean^boniid  eflspizes..  The  people,  iden- 
tified with  such  magnificent  govenunenie,  wiU  be  coneepondently  elevated,  u  social, 
intellectual,  and  religions  ^aok. 

The  world  will  be  exempt  from  the  regime  of  intrigue,  fectioos,  eeetional  or  local, 
that  can  have  no  hope  of  success. 

The  Anglo-Saxons  will  doubtlessly  oyerrun  all  America ;  the  English  laneuige  will 
prevail  over  three  grand  divisions  of  the  globe,  and  their  free  institutions  will  compre- 
hend all  mankind,  &e  whole  world.  The  absolutists  had  best  accommodate  ihemselres 
to  this  conservative  revolution,  the  sooner  the  better.    Now  is  the  time. 

Already  enlightened  nations  are  meeting  in  *  fraternal  embrace,  and  encircliag  the 
world  by  their  commerce,  arts  and  sciences,  above  all,  by  just  constitutional  govenunents. 

Who  that  appreciates  the  mighty  blessings  that  they  enjoy  in  a  land  of  constitutiooii 
laws,  n^orals  and  order,  can  forego  them  ?  Such  sink  to  insignificance,  the  fooheh  and 
corrupt  administrations  of  ancient  states,  and  of  modern  despotisma. 

The  ignorance  and  corruption  of  mind,  now  only  permit  them.  All  is  only  right  tbt 
is  wise,  in  iust  governments.     The  world  will  respond  to  all  this. 

The  world  needs  good  fietith  in  government,  and  social  rdations.  It  has  sacrifioed 
its  best  blood  and  treasure.  All  that  was  becoming  in  the  struggle  for  its  liberty,  and 
possessed  of  the  right  intention,  will  secure  it  finally.  It  cannot  guard  too  {Nnideatlj 
against  the  corruptions  of  government,  that  beset  mind  in  all  the  situations  of  life. 

All  nations,  weak  ones  especially,  have  to  look  to  principles,  that  finally  most  goTera 
the  world.  We  can  well  observe  now  in  our  own  country^  a  sublime  spectacle  tor  tbe 
world :  settlers  tom  one  ocean  to  another,  the  great  lakes  of  the  north,  to  the  mightj 
golf  of  the  south,  where  once  the  Indian. roamed;  now  the  steamer  represents  progres- 
sive science.  America  is  just  emerging  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  meet  Asia,  China, 
Japan  and  Siberia.  The  world^s  mighty  commerce,  is  telling  the  value  of  ntion- 
alitv. 

Political  science  should  be  eminently  philanthropic  and  philosophical,  to  benefit  tbe 
human  family  by  constitutional  freedom,  that  reflects  general  light  of  mind,  orer  the 
world  for  its  loftiest  dignity.  This  will  constitute  the  (mly  permanent  basis,  to  estai^- 
lish  those  mighty  conservative  principles  intended  for  enlightened  mind.  Such  diTisioos 
represent  five  unions  o£  brotherhood,  all  united  to  one  mighty  international  compset  of 
universal  good,  illustrative  of  the  true  position  of  peace  and  fellowship. 

All  the  governments  being  alike  with  correct  fundamental  principles^  must  produce 
correspondent  beneficial  results.  Then  comes  xnore  or  less,  in  process  of  time,  the  ex- 
tinction of  thousands  of  dialects  and  languages,  national  vices,  narrow  prejudices,  aad 
evil  traits,  contracted  in  narrow  bigoted  circles.  Above  the  littleness  of  sectarian  Ac- 
tion and  faith,  will  arise  the  majestic  simplicity  and  uni^  of  rational  religion. 

Then  self  will  sink  into  general  good,  and  mind  will  do  itself  justice,  for  the  tpbaaal 
is  that  of  reason.  The  true  position  will  blend  these  principles  with  reason,  duty  and 
religion. 

Already  philosophical  science  is  tlie  harbinger.  The  discoveries  of  genius  are  minis' 
tering  to  this  mighty  spectacle.  Electric  telegraphs  now  transmit  intelligence,  on  ooe 
of  Deity's  messengers,  fast  enough  for  the  world.  Railroads  will  conduct  from  oceaa 
to  ocean,  across  the  largest  continent,  the  people,  their  produce  and  merchandise,  from 
the  ends  of  any  grand  division,  all  the  representatives  to  the  central  capital,  with  satis- 
fiustory  speed  of  a  few  days.  The  press,  under  its  steam  improvements,  and  accelerated 
transportation,  and  diffusion  of  the  mails,  now  informs  most  distant  points,  most  speedily 
of  the  important  news. 

Civilized  man  is  enlightened  to  appreciate,  that  self-government  is  the  only  true  one, 
and  that  conservative  principles  established  by  Deity  for  his  universe,  are  all  that  ait 
needed  for  mind  on  this  globe,  if  wisdom  aiMi  refinement  supersede  selfish  prejudices 
and  ignorant  assumption. 

Mind  enlightened  must  consider  continental  constitutional  governments  as  absolutely 
necessary,  to  the  right,  elevated  and  peaceable  government  of  all. 

We  could  not  desire  to  displace  any  supreme  powers,  until  a  real  conservative  cofi- 
stitotional  one  was  established  without  bloodshed. 

Mind  owes  it  to  itself,  its  dignity  of  supreme  earthly  character,  to  master  all  prscti- 
cable  difficulties,  and  this  among  them. 

The  five  grand  divisions  of  the  globe,  America,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  Australia  ajj 
their  appurtenant  islands,  are  to  be  governed  with  reference  to  unity  entire  i^  each,  and 
all  five  united  on  the  same  general  principles  of  free  government,  and  all  the  world  com- 
prehended in  one  union  predicated  on  the  conservative  principles,  that  will  guide  it  righi; 
a  universal  union  under  the  supreme  ruler  Grod  ahd  mind. 

Much  of  the  globe  is  still  in  antagonism  and  conflict.    All  such  matters  will  still  pie- 
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Tail,  tfll  sects  and  fragments  are  superseded  by  one  universal  brotherhood  in  religion,  free- 
dom get  the  ascendancy  of  absolutism,  and  intelligence  of  ignorance. 

Absolutism  that  is  above  law,  is  not  governed  by  principles  at  all,  hence  all  such 
goyernmenls  are  usurpations  where  will  is  law,  and  faith  of  will  state-faitli.  All  such 
are  in  miserable  bad  taste.  All  such  irrational  representations  of  mind  must  go  down ; 
they  will  put  themselves  down  at  the  proper  time,  as  unprincipled ;  they  carry  the  ele- 
ments of  their  owa  final  destruction. 

The  only  proper  government  is  constitutional  repablicanism,  that  looks  to  an  execu- 
tive house  of  representatives,  senate  and  judiciary,  all  properly  delegated  by  their  con- 
stituents, the  only  real  sovereigns,  the  people.  Birthright  is  not  known  in  this,  while 
talents,' virtue  or  personal  meritorious  claims  may  entitle  a  fair  presentation  to  the 
elective  franchise.  The  proper  government,  as  all  the  constituents,  are  amenable  to 
enlightened  public  opinion,  itself  resting  on  immutable  principles.  Among  some  of  the 
most  prominent  positions  of  the  world,  must  be  observed  the  various  divisions  of  coun- 
tries of  the  same  continent. 

Those  of  Europe  have  harassed  her  people  for  many  centuries,  and  their  malign 
influence  is  felt  over  the  balance  of  the  world. 

It  is  time  that  they  be  arrested,  on  the  right  basis.  Absolutists  must  go  down,  before 
the  sovereign  people.  The  petty  divisions  of  Europe,  and  other  grand  divisions  of 
continents  tend  to  corrupt  the  people,  by  intrigues  and  cabals,  ruin  them  by  wars,  and 
enslave  them  b^  conquests.     All  this  is  ungodly. 

The  world*8  committee  of  conservative  mind  must  arrest  all  this.  The  chief  and 
most  powerful  liberalists  mast  counteract  this  tendency. 

The  world  is  bound  to  use  good  government,  the  best  practicable,  on  principles  amen- 
datory of  itself,  working  out  its  own  best  existence.  The  noble  principles  of  constitu- 
tional 'government  advance  many  lights.  Many  international  matters  will  be  rightly 
settled  by  international  codes,  that  will  never  be  fully  right  till  all  the  world  is  rightly, 
constitutionally  governed.     The  benefits  of  the  world  should  enure  on  principles. 

All  of  the  supposed  world  evils  can  be  diminished,  if  not  counteracted,  by  adoption 
of  a  wise  international  code.  The  most  effectual  mode  of  putting^  down  partyism  an^ 
sectarianism,  is  to  secure  all  the  comprehension  of  the  world.  What  a  clique  is  to  in- 
dividuals, these  are  to  nations,  dwarfing  the  refined  sensibilities  of  nature.  There  are 
one  hundred  millions  of  liberalists  in  Europe,  that,  if  properly  organized,  might  establish 
a  republic  of  all  Europe  at  once.  Where  are  all  the  liberalists,  that  they  do  not  pro- 
perly organize  and  demand  a  proper  vindication  of  their  rights  1  No  one  country  can 
do  it.. 

Are  the  soldiers  of  Europe  traitors  to  Liberty,  human  rights  of  their  own  fellow- 
citizens  ? 

Of  course,  the  five  different  ^vemments  should  not,  cannot  be  consolidated ;  but  they 
should  have  federal  unions.  When  the  world  secures  its  own  right' and  justice,  then  is 
displayed  the  ripest  theatre,  the  richest  arena,  for  the  statesmen  of  the  most  admirable 
calibre  of  mind  and  character.  Then  intellect  can  luxuriate  in  all  its  magnanimity,  and 
genius  disport  in  all  its  intrinsic  m-eatness. 

On  this  noblest  position  of  world-government  all  the  comprehensive  moves  of  rational 
mind  can  be  best  sustained.  It  is  here  statesmen  will  best  find  what  system  of  finance 
will  advance  the  capita^  public  and  private,  promote  the  widest  interest,  and  ever  wor- 
thy of  the  deepest  consideration.  On  this,  the  widest  platform  of  the  world,  navigation, 
agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  mechanics,  mining,  and  the  fisheries,  compatible 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  whole,  should  be  adequately,  duly  and  consistently  pro- 
tected and  sustained,  and  an  honorable  competition  is  never  to  be  excluded  by  the  most 
generous  protection. 

Capacity,  integrity,  and  honesty,  so  expedient  in  all  matters,  must  accompany  most 
conspicuously  each  other  in  these  enlarged  areas,  else  the  patriot  may  never  reach  the 
exalted  standard  of  the  finished  statesman,  and  must  fall  short  of  that  liberalized  expan- 
sion that  belongs  to  the  lights  of  the  age.  Enlarged  national  views,  reaching  to  the 
circumference  of  the  elobe,  must  prevail.  This  age  requires  great  railroads,  connecting 
the  great  oceans,  as  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic,  to  be  embraced. 

Standing  armies,  as  eminently  due  the  world  and  the  equitable  conservative  princi- 
ples of  mind,  must  be  put  down.  This  is  to  equalize  the  cardinal  and  constitutional 
principles  of  proper  government,  to  harmonize  the  conflicts  of  interests  of  the  masses, 
and  perpetuate  on  durable  basis  the  union  of  free  states  of  the  world,  on  highest  equita- 
ble principles.  The  justice  of  rightful  petition  will,  on  the  world's  platiorm,  be  ever  « 
respected  to  the  legitimate  comprehension,  by  both  parties  to  the  social  compact,  both 
the  representatives  and  the  people,  the  constituency,  no  matter  how  diversified  the  inte- 
xests  that  are  in  antagonism  with  popular  rights,  those  of  fellow-citizens  of  the  one 
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common  repoblie.  The  constitution  of  the  empire  has  to  be  dtilj  appreciated,  to  do 
exact  justice  to  the  whole  union. 

The  plenipotent  position  of  mind  is  now  taken ;  each  great  division  of  the  five  great 
sections  of  the  world  is  now  embraced  ;  the  march  of  science  has  now  advanced  ;  civi- 
lization  begins  to  complete  her  most  exalted  and  refined  character;  the  mighty  elements 
•f  moral  and  intellectual  force  are  now  being  developed ;  the  world  has  just  taken  a  fair 
and  sublime  start,  and  the  mighty  offspring  of  a  mighty  nation  is  spreading  forth  the 
beams  of  her  republican  light  to  all  habitable  points  of  the  vastest  oceans.  The  intelli- 
gence, justice  and  civilization  of  the  globe  betoken  the  mastery  of  rational  mind. 

When  the  politician  yields  to  the  statesman, — ^the  military  gives  place  to  the  civilian 
— the  sectarian  to  the  religious,  and  national  circles  to  continental  ones,  as  all  are 
bound  to  do— the  potency  of  peace  measures  shall  govern  the  whole  world,  and  mind 
then  will  record  the  mighty  triumph.  The  balance  of  the  world  will  then  be  thnmgh 
the  equilibrium  of  God^s  principles. 

The  world^s  legislation  forms  the  world's  deepest  interest.  It  must  rise  to  the  dignity 
of  its  position. 

Each  of  these  mighty  governments  will  be  a  confederation  of  sovereign  states.  They 
will  hold  the  highest  national  codes,  no  contracted  sectional,  but  broad  platforms  of  con- 
tinental empires ;  no  sectarian  views  that  cause  internal  clashing  in  the  same  natioB, 
country,  down  to  the  family.  ^ 

I  desire  that  the  world  should  take  hold  of  constitutional  government,  throiigii  the 
progress  of  conservative  revolution.  The  world  can  well  t&e  the  example  of  The 
rforth  American  Union,  for  constitutional  government.  This  Union  was  the  work  of 
heroes,  statesmen  and  patriots.  Sovereigns  now  will  imitate  it — patriots  can  well  pre- 
serve what  their  forefathers  so  gallantly  won. 

The  Union  should  be  preserved  as  long  as  it  is  worth  preservation,  and  its  people 
should  make  it  worth  preservation.  It  is  the  most  glorious  country  the  son  shines  oo, 
as  its  governmental  institutions  are  so  illustrious.  With  the  Union,  we  are  all  that  we 
are  in  government — ^without  it,  nothing! 

.  The  Union  is  the  richest  legacy,  not  only  to  us,  but  to  the  whole  world :  better  by  hi 
than  all  the  mock  titles  of  nobility  in  heraldry,  entailed  by  primogeniture.  It  eoold  noi 
have  been  possible  to  have  created  our  constitutional  union,  without  the  essential  arti- 
cles :  the  citizens  of  any  section  act  in  bad  faith  not  to  uphold  most  conscientiously  all 
the  provisions. 

liet  nations  forgive  their  foibles,  and  unite  in  magnanimous  brotherhood.  Fair  and 
honorable  competition  is  to  be  established  among  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  to  live  and 
let  live.  Such  a  position  of  the  world  will  insure  the  proper  management  of  interna- 
tional affairs.  What  a  sublime  spectacle  to  have  constitutional  executives  over  these 
governments.  The  purest  justice  can  only  be  obtained  in  the  constitutional  union  of 
confederated  states. 

In  such  position  conservative  revolutions  will  supersede  those  of  radical  revelations. 
The  glorious  constitution  of  America  will  be  the  charter  of  a  world's  light  ^  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  the  precursor  of  a  world's  liberty ;  our  revolutionary  sires, 
with  Washington  at  their  head,  will  be  the  noblest  sons  of  freedom's  heraldry.  Con- 
stitutional limits,  and  express  grants  of  power  to  all,  to  the  world-governmente,  are  for 
the  world.  What  advantages  will  not  accrue  by  such  governments,  to  bring  the  artizan 
and  the  agriculturist  together,  as  a  wise  world  policy  ? 

Such  governments  will  go  to  put  down  the  practices  of  a  barbarous  age,  that,  if 
renewed,  will  renew  the  barbarity  of  these  ages.  There  are  matters  yet  in  store  in  the 
womb  of  time  not  yet  dreamt  of. 

These  governments  will  be  the  noblest  asylums  of  a  world's  justice,  for  a  worlds 
protection. 

Difficulties  and  delays,  amounting  too  often  to  a  denial  of  justice,  in  even  this  conn- 
try,  governed  by  constitutional  basis,  decide  that  international  justice  need  all  the  con- 
stitutional basis  that  the  enlightened  world  can  comprehend.  The  income  of  the  world 
is  enough  to  provide  fairly  for  all  its  pressing  necessities.  Let  a  world  morality  and 
intellectuality  meet  as  it  ought,  all  the  essential  demands.  Have  not  all  nations  a  deep 
'  and  abiding  permanent  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  earth  1  These  mighty 
gjovernments  will  furnish  constitutional  unions,  protecting  permanently  the  perpetual 
rights  and  feelings  of  the  minority. 

Is  this  constant  militaiy  excitement  in  Europe  nothing,  before  the  dignity  and  peace 

of  hundreds  of  millions  of  sovereign  people  1     Mind  cultivated,  rational  refined  civiLzed 

mind,  should  require  not  only  correct  constitutional  government,  but  society  of  the  world. 

The  worid  is  arriving  at;  a  new  era  in  its  histoiy.     America  is  now  destined  to  take  the 

^ghest  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  worid,  having  won  it  by  intrileei 
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monls,  and  energectic  {yrowess.  Lyin^  between  two  of  the  greatest  oceans,  ahe  miut 
attain  therefrom  the  most  commercial  importance  with  the  largest  mercantile  marine  in 
the  whole  world.  Well  may  she  congratulate  herself,  that  her  c6nstitutional  govern- 
ment is  the  best  adapted  to  the  world^s  wants. 

She  needs  now  rational  religion,  properly  illastrated,  to  close  the  moral  sublime,  for 
the  noblest  expansion  of  civihzation.  The  great  defects  of  world-government  must  be 
corrected.  Then  that  pure  light  of  constitutionai  government,  having  legitimate  con- 
stitutional annexations  and  unions,  must  go  for  other  things  than  the  pomp  and  circum* 
stances  of  war,  that  tenders  the  world  barbarian.  Instead  of  warriors,  Uie  destructive, 
it  should  have  been  statemen,  the  conservative,  pacificators  of  the  world,  divided  into 
constitutional  republics,  instead  of  empires  of  autocracy. 

All  such  governments  will  not  be  antagonistic  to  each  other,  but  will  be  conservative 
of  the  noblest  actions  of  mind.  After  rational  education,  that  is  so  essential  to  popular 
instruction,  a  system  of  internal  improvements  will  be  a  universal  policv  for  the  world. 
The  people,  enlightened  by  the  lights  and  elements  of  instruction,  will  advance  to  tha 
sublime  in  philosophical  science.  i 

The  hundred  millions  of  freemen  now  of  Europe  should  concentrate  their  operations, 
assert  their  rights.  They  are  citizens,  and  have  the  clearest  right  to  constitutional 
gorernment.  If  they  would  only  use  mind  right,  they  would  clearly  devise  the  speedy, 
effectual,  and  conservative  system  for  a  European  union. 

Evety  rational  thought  conclusively  points  to  ^at.  In  detail,  they  worst  themselves 
by  any  radical  revolution,  whereas  they  can  secure  all  by  conservative  revolution. 
1  his  is  what  the  whole  world  must  do. 

No  perfidy  of  sovereigns,  who  act  in  bad  faith  any  way,  can  exclude  the  people,  the 
true  sovereigns,  forever. 

The  world  needs  the  proper  adjustment  of  continental  governments.  Already  tha 
balance  of  power,  confined  to  Europe,  looks  across  oeeans  to  America.  The  world 
needs  all'  such  for  a  proper  social  system. 

Sooner  or  later,  the  whole  of  each  grand  division  of  the  earth  should  be  bound  in  one 
indissoluble  constitutional  government,  and  each  of  the  parts  should  be  to  the  whole,  as 
the  members  of  a  body  are  to  the  whole  body.  Then  every  generous  impulse,  all 
genius,  can  be  sustained  by  a  proper  principle,  government. 

The  Europeans  have  no  need  of  their  many  forts  and  standing  armies.  Nations  that 
pirate  on  continents,  are  world  pirates.  There  are  many  continental  piracies  to  be 
stopped. 

With  such  govemmentB,  no  nation,  priding  itself  on  impunity,  could  ever  dare  bully 
on  the  high  seas,  plunder  and  kill,  much  less  subjugate  continents. 

What  is  the  present  condition  of  the  European  powers,  but  an  excessive  increase  of 
pnblic  debt  for  the  people  to  pay,  to  be  ground  down  on  1  The  whole  world  rries  aloud 
for  conservative  revolution.  Mind  invokes,,  society  demands,  religion  will  conse* 
crate  it. 

Where  too  is  ancient  Asia,  after  her  protracted  sleep  of  many  ages  and  centuries  ? 
Can  those  ancient  people  rouse  up  over  Oriental  despotisms,  to  the  lustre  and  utility  of 
rational  mind  ?  Can  Uiey  learn  that  they  have  yet,  afler  all  the  nonsense  about  pecu- 
liar faith  and  despotic  rule,  that  rational  government  and  religion  have  in  reserve  their 
best  blessing  for  them  ?  Can  you,  England,  in  your  might,  aid  this  noble  cause  for  itSt 
sake  ?  America  is  advancing,  Africa  and  Australia  progressing,  it  but  remains  for 
Europe  and  Asia  to  rouse  up,  and  throw  off  their  torpor  of  many  centuries,  and  act  to* 
thejust  bidding  of  rational  mind. 

There  nmst  hb  no  piratical  nations  to  enslave  and  provincialize  continents. 
However  ancient  all  peculiar  faith,  all  is  referable  to  rationality  and  utilitarianism. 
Let  the  siren  or  delusive  cry  of  much  of  it,  that  the  people  cannot  do  justice  to  them- 
selves, be  forever  silenced. 

See  in  China  how  the  mind  is  crushed,  how  the  body  is  mistreated.  No  security  for 
life,  reputation,  much  less  property.  Mighty  continental  smuggling,  all  arising  from 
despotism,  should  be  estopped.  I  address  all  nations  of  the  world,  that  they  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  rational  mind^s  highest  problems. 

Is  not  man  the  recipient  of  as  good  government  as  he  is  entitled  to  1  No,  sir,  no 
more  than  his  peculiar  faith  is  religion.  The  whole  world  needs  a  conservative  revo- 
lution all  the  time,  to  carry  out  the  full  freedom  of  the  press,  put  down  all  monopoly 
and  usurpation,  carry  out,  on  the  most  liberal  and  expansive  theatre,  every  proper  prin- 
ciple in  man,  legitimatized  b^  religion  the  most  rational. 

The  very  language  of  Chma  condemns  her,  as  behind  the  age.  Her  science  was 
once  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  her  miserable  selfiah  home  policy  ruined 
that,  and  puts  her  behind  the  capacities  of  mind. 
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That  will  react  also  on  Japan.  Asia,  once  the  light  oftlie  day  in  adyanee,  baa  mak 
into  inside  barbarism,  and  must  shake  off  the  effects  of  Oriental  luxury  and  mental  ener- 
Tation.  China  has  not  less  than  three  peculiar  faiths.  The  Confucian  is  the  state  peca- 
liar  faith,  and  the  emperor  is  the  head  pontiff  of  that  faith.  All  such  states  preclude 
refined  civilization  of  mind.  The  Chinese  are  most  miserably  governed,  by  the  extort- 
ing Mandarins.  Yon,  China,  by  my  views,  will  have  no  need  of  your  monster  walls  to 
keep  out  the  northern  barbarians.  You,  India,  will  not  raise  opium  to  poisoo  the 
Asiatics;  and  you,  England,  will  not  stand  before  the  world  the  master  pirate  nation, 
enslaving,  like  ungrateful  guests,  the  Hindoos,  and  smuggling  your  poison  into  China, 
whom  you  whip  to  receive  it.  Let  agriculture  and  commerce  be  purged  of  their  vile 
Oriental  stains,  alien  to  their  God-given  character. 

In  the  attainment  of  constitutional  principles  of  government  and  rational  religion,  let 
all  things  properly  mature,  that  the  revolution  may  be  conservative.  The  old  regime 
of  faith  helps  to  promote  a  tory  government,  but  rational  religion  helps  support  the 
noblest  of  all  rational,  constitutional  governments.  Nothing  but  monotheism  can  give 
us  a  true  idea  of  God,  religion,  and  government.     Faith  itself  is  an  arrant  humbug. 

A  rational  government  and  religion  are  inseparable  when  either  conflicts  with  the 
peculiar  book  revelations,  then  bigots,  tories  to  mind,  will  pretend  that  the  lajst  takes 
precedence,  but  rational  minds,  to  which  the  first  are  antagonistic,  of  coarse  will  affirm 
the  first  is  the  only  universal  protection. 

Monotheism  requires  and  will  secure  conservative  revolution,  guiltless  of  blood  and 
agitation.  Reason  can  only  carry  the  force  of  conservation  of  principles.  Peculiar 
faith  and  its  government  are  despotic,  therefore  they  must  be  finally  excluded.  Consti- 
tutional principles  can  ever  organize  self-improvement,  individually  or  nationally.  Is 
England  free  when  she  excludes  tiie  Jew  members  of  parliament,  and  trammels  the 
Roman  and  all  other  churches,  for  her  code  of  faith  and  church  ? 

Is  France  a  republic,  when  she  punishes  her  citizen  booksellers  by  penalties,  fines 
and  imprisonments  for  sales  of  books  subversive  of  the  bad  faith  of  wozthless  peculiar 
faiths? 

Shall  the  fire-brands  of  the  peculiar  faiths  of  the  world,  consume  the  rights  of  sove- 
reign people  1 

False,  miserable  impeachable  pretences  are  advanced  to  national  preferments,  as  if 
peculiar  faith  in  some  form,  as  western  Bhuddism  or  Christianity,  had  been  the  only 
thing  to  promote  the  good  of  the  world !  And  yet  all  these  are  the  retailed  fabricated 
falsehoods  of  the  priestocracy  and  their  vassals.  The  world  has  flourished  despite  of 
all  such,  by  all  the  sovereign  potency  ef  mind  that  has  been  ignobly  betrayed  by  the 
ignominious  cliques. 

Institute,  monarchs,  the  purity  of  elections,  the  ballot  box  at  once,  to  secure  the 
world^s  and  mind^s  charters  of  rights.  Let  mind  have  the  cultivation  of  adl  its  resources^ 
This  is  the  age  for  the  progress  of  republican  institutions,  and  the  decline  and  down- 
fall of  monarchy. 

Monotheism,  that  despotism  of  church  and  state  has  avoided  most  curiously,  is  repub- 
can,  and  is  most  beneficial  as  it  is  universal,  and  the  only  faith  adapted  to  mind  and  its 
holiest  functions,  the  soul  immortal. 

The  world  should  declare  non-intervention  with  all  peculiar  faiths  as  tory  to  its  rights 
and  benefits. 

What  mind,  indignant  at  facts,  would  not  exclaim,  Down  with  all  churches  that  are 
tory  to  the  world.  Are  they  not  all  so?  Their  very  existence  cannot  be  otherwise. 
Abolish  all  churches  as  inquisitions  on  the  world.  Unconditional  abrogation  of  all 
such  tory  character,  will  insure  mind  its  necessary  liberty  of  enlightened  conscience. 

Churches  are  the  enemies  of  liberty  and  comprehensive  liffht  of  mind.  Fair  dis- 
cussion has  been  crippled  all  the  time,  now  not  even  in  the  freest  country  permitted 
without  horrid  proscriptions. 

In  Spain,  church  property,  that  of  course  was  wrested  from  the  people,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  ecclesiastics,  and  amounts  to  forty-five  millions  of  pounds  sterling  ; 
and  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  are  even  paid  by  the  state.  Can  there  be  more  flag- 
rant outrages  on  the  people,  who  pay  for  all  despotisms? 

There  can  be  no  national  independence  where  church  superstition  prevails. 

Are  courts  of  justice  any  more  courts  of  justice,  by  swearing  witnesses  on  perjured 
bible  codes  ?  Are  courts  of  justice  less  tyrannical  to  measure'  conscience  the  most 
enlightened  by  these  perjured  books  ? 

Look  at  all  the  blood  of  Spain  of  m3nriads  of  her  people,  that  has  so  freely  flowed  for 
years  ;  all  her  immense  sacrifices  for  the  best  part  of  a  century.  See  the  deplorable 
stete  of  Italy.  When  they,  as  the  worid,  will  rise  in  their  majesty,  they  will  declare 
theur  state  and  church  despots  as  the  basest  conspirators  against  religion  as  liberty. 
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The  world  is  becoming  republican,  the  only  goTemment  of  principle,  that  will  secure 
tbe  religion  of  principles,  supreme  over  unprincipled  and  reckless  speculations  of  pecu- 
liar faith  that  was  mind-factured  to  suit  the  despoUsm  and  the  complexion  of  the  times. 

Let  the  whole  people  demand  this — ^the  resignation  of  usurped  and  ill-gotten  power. 
No  special  pleading  of  sophistry  will  answer,  that  there  is  doubt  or  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  popular  governments. 

Let  the  vestiges  of  power  remove  the  supreme  difficulty  by  retiring  among  the  sove- 
reign people.  Is  kingly  government  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  people^s  rights 
and  coostitutioiial  principles  ? 

Away  with  this  foul  aspersion  on  liberty,  the  world's  rights  by  conservative  revolution. 

You,  monarchs,  and  peculiar  iaith  people  the  world  over,  yon  are  amenable  for 
bloody  gory  revolutions,  if  you  do  not  act  with  conservative  revolution  to  benefit  the 
whole  of  mankind. 

You,  peculiar  faith  people,  affect  to  speak  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  of  the  odious- 
ness  of  despotism,  xou  are  amenable  for  the  worst  species  of  it,  the  despotism  of 
mind  in  religion,  as  absurdly  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  mind  and  the  universe. 

For  the  world,  then,  to  make  all  best  attainable  steps  in  the  progress  of  liberty,  let 
the  people  renounce  now,  at  once  and  forever,  all  communications  as  evil  with  all  their 
churches. 

To  preserve  miad^s  dignity,  confer  no  authority  on  man  but  what  is  purely  constitu- 
tional. 

Monarchy,  so  far  from  being  right,  has  no  principles,  but  trades  on  the  borrowed 
capital  of  constitutional  principles  of  pure  government. 

Thus  speaks  Monotheism,  that  stops  the  audacious  and  impudent  sacrilege,  under  the 
name  of  peculiar  faiths — their  conspiracy  with  that  of  monarchy,  all  despotism  against 
the  world's  and  mind's  liberty  and  hght.  Monotheism  will  revolutionixe  the  world 
on  conservative  principles. 

She  looks  at  the  national  debts  of  the  world,  and  asks,  why  these  billion^  ?  Why 
the  world  impoverished,  murdered,  oppressed  ?  It  is  because  the  evil  spirit  of  piracy  is 
nurtured  in  the  world.  Why  is  this?  Have  the  whole  fund  of  the  world's  brother- 
hood, and  the  annual  income  that  would  be  hundreds  of  millions,  to  o/vilive,  colonize, 
and  emancipate,  socialize  and  humanize  mankind.     Rush,  mind,  to  t)^  rescue. 

^  You  represent  the  people,  and  if  they  desire  you  to  give  them  *  proper  Constitutional 
government,  and  you  refuse,  then  are  you  felon  functionaries.  The  sophistry  of  special 
pleading  will  not  avail  you,  that  is  not  theirs,  but  your  govern^tent. 

Conservative  revolution  will  humanize  the  world  faster  ^d  better,  and  if  revolution 
be  bloody,  then  you,  not  they,  are  the  aggressors. 

It  well  becomes  Europeans  to  avoid  the  bane,  this  ai^of  monarchy,  peculiar' faithites' 
peculiar  invention.  It  is  the  most  insidious  poison  </  the  world.  Discard  all  such  of 
vile  man,  thai  curses  all,  and  adopt  the  religion  of  ^od— that  blesses  all. 

All  man's  were  intended  for  despotism  of  unprincipled  rulers,  not  the  sovereignty  of 
the  world  or  its  people.  '  , 

Discard  all  such  ignoble  encroachment*'  on  the  liberty  of  the  people— of  mind. 
Vindicate  religion  and  its  author  in  defend  of  the  people. 

Have  no  more  to  do  with  peculiar  Aith,  its  authors,  aiders,  or  abettors.  Leave  all 
such  ignoble  company,  and  adopt  priFdiples  that  will  promote  and  mature  your  noblest 
aspirations  to  the  most  magnificent  arch  of  the  universe. 

Supersede  peculiar  fiiith  idolatry  by  the  adoration  of  the  creator  of  the  universe. 

Down  with  all  the  corrupt  pjesses  of  despotism,  and  down  with  all  the  servile  censor- 
ships, the  odious  proscriptiops  to  a  free  enlightened  and  virtuous  press.  Marshall  your 
forces,  Europeans,  before  yon  risk  inevitably,  and  go  for  your  universal  constitutional 
independence. 

DespoU  of  the  worVi  Europe  especially,  you  owe  it  to  yourselves  and  people,  mmd, 
justice,  God,  to  free  your  country  of  all  peculiar  faith  and  its  false  appurtenances,  by 
proper  rational  copaervative  revolution,  to  give  your  people  constitutional  governments 
in  their  purity,  oaA  retire  from  your  monopoly  and  usurpation. 

A  correct  damestic  government,  all  on  rational  principles,  will  rule  out  the  despotism 
of  peculiar  education.     Without  monotheism,  liberty  at  best  is  licentious. 

There  must  be  full  organic  constitutional  liberty,  and  a  police  for  all  communities, 
counteracting  all  the  evil  doers  of  lifej  but  let  not  the  worid  be  longer  mind-led  out  of 
its  rights. 

Let  the  world  be  properly  enlightened  by  all  proper  expedients,  and  the  progress  of 
mind  will  be  exalted.  it 

Let  monotheism  have  her  legitimate  rule,  and  mind,  the  world  will  go  right  Let 
principle,  not  despotism,  rule. 
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Recollect  that  despotism  bratalises  all  the  refined  feelings  of  human  nature,  ssd  de^ 
bases  their  loftiest  appreciation,  as  well  the  integrity  of  the  man,  as  tiie  chasti^  of  the 
woman,  the  honorable  dignity  of  both.  All  the  billions  expended  b^  the  disMpatkMi  of 
despotism,  are  enoagh  to  elevate  the  world,  and  consecrate  the  noble&t  deeds  of  phflan- 
thropy. 

Tx)  have  the  law  protect  any  book  or  scriptures  as  God's  holy  word,  fbr  fear  they 
may  be  exposed  to  contempt  or  ridicule  most  jastly  deserved,  is  the  most  absolnte  des- 
potism on  earth. 

If  lies,  they  should  be  exposed — ^if  true,  their  truths  will  be  self-erident  and  sustained. 

To  suppress  acts  of  relijg:ion  is  licentiousness. 

One  of  the  acts  of  religion  is  to  establish  itself,  and  suppress  by  facts,  tiie  fidse  jve- 
teiioes  of  all  peculiar  MSib» 

There  has  been  more  despotism  for  peculiar  faith,  than  all  other  world-wide  calami- 
ties together.     . 

Liberty  upholds  the  good  faith  of  religion,  not  the  peculiar  faith  of  the  priestocraey. 
But  no  felony,  no  imposture  is  lesfal,  because  monopoly  and  usurpation  make  it  so.  But 
despots  affect  to  dmnd  the  holy  scriptures.  What  holy  scriptures'?  Th«  creator 
never  wrote  but  one,  the  universe,  that  upholds  itself  perfectly  independent  of  naan. 

But  thev  affect,  that  there  is  blasphemy  somewhere.  Truly  there  is  blasphemy,  and 
the  degraded  wretches  should  atone  therefor.  Blasphemy  is  an  attack  on  rdigioo,  by 
&lse  scriptures  of  peculiar  faith. 

Peculiar  faith  commits  blasphemy  all  the  time. 
,  Let  all  minds,  maleft  and  females,  regard  the  universal  brotherhood 
superseding  all  others,  available  and  satisfactory  for  all  the  world  and  mind  i 

The  Are  world-fiunilies  duly  represented  at  the  world^s  tribunal,  must  gnaiaatee  i 
better  the  protection,  elevation  and  felicity  of  society.    Then  behold  Um  fruits  of 
stitutioaai  liberty  throughout  the  world.    God  inspires  the  universe  by  phneiples,  trvth, 
honesty  hsA  virtue. 

I>t  rational  conscience  alone,  hold  the  rational  mind  in  abeyance  to  principles. 

The  human  sacrifices  at  the  aAtazs  of  ferocious  superstitions,  are  too  many.  See  the 
human  sacrificet  now  offered  up  at  the  dungeons  of  Roman  despotism.  How  long  will 
these  bloody  sackifices  be  borne  ?  How  long  will  you  give  aid  and  comfort  to  soeh 
nefarious  bibles  thaw anthorize  all  ^s  iniquity? 

Let  the  watchrWor&  of  liberty  and  religion  put  a  stop  to  all  this  world  despotism,  aid 
mind-sacrilege.  There  ^  not  the  first  valid  plea  fbr  the  continuance,  as  religkiQ  dis- 
oredits  all  such  bloody  nuiMuices,  and  rationality  demands  their  expulsion  by  the  noblest 
of  all  principles. 

Shall  the  priestocraey,  who  have  no  commission  but  that  of  osorpatioD  and  mono- 
poly--who  have  been  smuggled  t^  monarchy,  and  maintained  by  recUess,  brsaen-fkoeii 
impudence,  and  the  folly  of  the  debseed,  make  prisoner  of  the  human  soul,  and  enslave 
its  very  religion  ? 

Civilization  and  religion  are  paramoui^  to  all  such.  You,  mooarehs,  most  yisld  ap 
your  country  or  your  thrones.  Monarchy  \ias  no  principles.  It  is  osoipation  and  mo- 
nopoly at  the  best,  in  dissuise,  and  disguiseoby  all  the  blandishments  of  peculiar  faith, 
is  no  less  a  prostitute  and  seductress  of  the  ri|hts  of  the  people.  No  wonder  the  des- 
potio  censorship  and  cormption  of  the  press,  to  oppress  the  liberal  advances  of  reli- 
gion and  liberty. 

Conscience,  the  great  directress  of  mind,  that  shotf  d  be  supremely  enlightened  to  be 
the  counsellor  of  the  soul,  you  brutalize. 

You,  monarchs,  must  bow  to  the  majes^  of  principles.  AU  peculiar  faiths  and  pow- 
e»  are  a  larceny  on  the  rights  of  the  people.  All  peculiar  Hihles,  as  peculiar  forgeriea, 
are  kept  up  by  odious  despotism,  that  has  excited  fanaticism  Mid  superstitien. 

No  nation  can  be  civilized,  where  peculiar  faith  abides. 

Peculiar  faith  takes  not  by  open  manly  argument,  but  by  insidioi^  treaeheiy. 

The  most  brilliftnt  of  all  victories  is  not  the  onion  of  bayonetSi  but  of  prinoifdes. 
Sophists  of  despotism,  you  are  nothing ;  retire,  and  let  the  people  orgaoize,  with  social, 
legislative,  and  religious  discussions,  what  mind  most  rationally  elicits.  Lx  getting  rid 
of  monarchy,  you  must  get  rid  of  all  the  forms  of  despotism,  as  that  of  peeuliar  faiths, 
and  their  various  priestocraey. 

Rise,  in  the  potency  and  justice  of  your  brightest  luminary,  mind,  freemen,  and  make 
your  liberty  the  most  lovely  on  eartb. 

Despotism  shows  billions  of  debts,  millions  in  standing  armies,  the  people  Mying  for 
all  these,  the  odious  means  to  crush  them  to  dust,  their  own  money  expended  in  its  sap- 
port,  their  own  blood  shad  in  its  defence ;  ail  to  fiuten  the  galling  ohaiaa  moM  fan- 
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'   Despotum  has  prostituted  mind,  as  harlequin  to  its  aU-degraded  vitiations! 

The  society  of  the  world  is  built  of  compromises,  and  can  only  wisely  and  justly  be 
elevated  by  conserrative  revolutions. 

Despotism  is  bankvupt,  and  its  peculiar  faith  is  obsolete. 

Govenments,  to  be  properly  respected  as  they  ought,  should  have  all  the  proper  ele- 
ments. 

How  has  the  world  been  worse  swindled,  than  by  the  brute  and  sophist  force  of 
despotism  1 

If  right,  I  call  in  the  virtuous  world  patriotism,  to  sustain  the  principles  advocated. 

Much  of  South  America,  Mexico,  Central  America,  seem  incompetent  to  get  along, 
and  are  falling  to  pieces.  They  had  better  all  come  in,  with  the  best  of  good  faith,  into 
continental  confederacy.  Now  is  the  time  for  all  peculiar  faith  people  to  seek  rational 
religion,  and  acquire  all  the  blessings  of  the  universal  brotherhood. 

Monotheism,  with  sublimest  tuition,  greets  rational  mind,  and  with  magnanimity,  libe« 
rality,  and  patriotism,  directs  nations,  worlds,  and  a  universe. 

France,  you  have  misconceived  vour  mission.  England,  you  have  overlooked  your 
mighty  elements,  that  can  yet  ennoble  and  raiae  you  by  the  side  of  your  eldest  daugh- 
ter,  in  whom,  science  and  liberty  taught,  you  can  amply  rejoice. 

Nations  can  learn  wisdom  of  true  science,  and  piety  of  true  religion. 

The  world  owes  it  to  itself  to  exereise  continued  conservative  revolution,  as  neees- 
sa^  as  continued  physical  or  atmospheric,  to  produce  a  healthy,  elastic,  vital,  moral,  and 
reliffious  existence. 

This  constitutes  man  what  he  ought  to  be,  a  rigid  self-examisiBr.  All  is  conservative 
reljffious  revolution. 

People  of  Europe,  unite  at  once,  and  assert  your  rights.  Let  no  petty  local  jealousies 
prevent  it 

Tell  your  perjured  dictators  to  yield  to  yon,  the  lawful  sovereigns,  tiie  arraignment 
of  your  own  constitutional  affairs,  and  let  them  faithfully  aid  you  therein.  Do  not 
attempt  in  detail,  but  have  one  union  of  Europe. 

All  things  will  regulate  themselves.  Do  not  let  anjr  local  or  peculiar  difficulties,  any 
such  consideration  defeat,  or  put  you  back  from  the  primary  consummation,  a  single  mo^ 
ment.     The  American  people  are  pte*eminentiy,  sovereigns  of  mind.^ 

The  geneial  conservation  of  truth  and  honesty,  intact  hefore  the  world,  is  honored  by 
tnind,  thus  self-blessed. 

What  is  despotism  ?  The  power  exercised  without  responsibility,  as  autocracy,  a 
monarchy.  Well,  what  composes  it?  The  one  man.  There  you  mistake  most  awfully 
and  ignorantiy; 

The  court  fiiith  is  Uie  greater  part  Why  ?  They  divide  part  of  the  spoils,  aiyl  beW 
tsi*  sustain  the  licentious  assumption,  monopoly  and  osurpatioit.  The  mighty  functions 
of  religion  are  alien  to  all  such.  Part  is  to  promote  science.  Do  professors  hold  tiieir 
chairs  indebted  to  ChristianiW  ?  Has  brute  force,  with  its  sophistry,  mastered  science, 
that  the  last  and  mind  have  been  so  ignominiously  surrendered  to  peculiar  faith  vod  all 
her  debauched,  perfidious  olanl 

Absolutism  was  in  the  way  of  the  ancients,  who,  at  best,  were  only  semi-barbarians. 
There  never  was  an  ajge  of  the  world  equal  to  the  present,  that  history  shows,  for  the 
light  and  liberty  of  mind,  that  will  have  its  most  illustrious  beauty  and  excellence  with 
monotheism. 

Peculiar  bibles  are  the  codes  of  absolutism,  composed  of  king,  priestocracy  and  mili- 
tary regimes.  The  highest  dictates  of  prudence  precludes  any  excess  of  power,  even  to 
one's  self. 

The  wisest  mortals  can  only  desire  a  proper  independenee  as  their  chief  good,  the 
only  best  for  them. 

Of  all  the  felonies  on  earth,  the  greatest  is  enjoyed  by  absolutism  in  all  its  depart 
ments,  rewarded  instead  of  punished  for  its  iniquities. 

SureljF  there  is  retributive  justice  for  all  this.  In  the  holy  centre,  principles  will  not 
distinguish  between  supreme  and  petty  crimes  only  bounded  by  the  state  of  power. 

I  have  a  higher  object  than  all  tiie  mere  gew-gaws  of  royalty. 

Monarehs,  do  not  dwarf  mind  nor  libel  religion  by  peculiar  faith.  The  first  runs  the 
ipreatest  risk,  in  hearing  only  one  side,  and  that  of  the  peculiar  gods»  who  are  the  crea- 
tions of  despotism. 

My  responsibility  to  the  proper  construction  of  language,  requires  that  I  oppose  the 
use  of  the  term  Christianise,  as  that  and  all  the  department  oi  paganism  are  too  puisne 
to  affect  what  religionisation  and  its  dvilization  only  can  effect  The  world  cannot  bo 
pecttliarized  much  longer,  even  by  autocratical  despotism.  All  the  peculiar  ereations 
Qf  man,  from  his  gods  to  bis  own  mind  sabvenioe,  will  aeeompany  the  assooiation. 
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GreDias  cannot  be  dwarfed,  when  monl  and  intellectaal  force  will  and  ranat  ba  te 
easentials  of  the  world-mind. 

Monarchs,  you  can  well  leam  of  America,  who  is  now  teaching  the  world  ber  buIliioB 
jewels.     Her  empire  is  the  world-fund. 

What  gives  mind  and  genioB  their  loftiest  triumphs,  but  the  most  legitimate  expanse 
of  freedom  ? 

Let  there  be  a  conyention  of  the  nations,  in  union  of  the  five  grand  divisions  and  ajv- 
purtenant  islands,  at  once,  to  accustom  mind  to  all  the  world  calibre  questions,  as  religMm, 
the  consummation  of  principles.  Let  a  proper  convention  of  religion  of  principles  be  at 
once  instituted,  that  will  be  the  most  august  of  all,  at  the  best  capital  of  each  division, 
every  fifth  year  interchangeably. 

Plain  unthinking  people  might  suppose  that  the  world  could  not  reach  the  zenilh  of 
worth  personal  and  mdhners  refined,  without  court  polish,  reflecting  the  jewels  of  roy- 
alty. But  in  all  that,  is  something  identified,  that  spoils  the  flavor  intrinsically.  The 
world  cannot  divest  it. 

With  court  polish  eomes  court  faith,  and  that  is  the  poison.  What,  too,  is  the  state 
of  rational,  international,  as  well  as  mind  morals,  religion  ? 

Analyse.  For  court  faith,  religion  demands  the  superseding  by  God's  faith  and 
courtesy  ;  the  full  bullion  improver.  Minds  all  have,  of  rational  religion,  in  proportion 
to  their  rationality,  while  they  have  no  peculiar  faith  that  is  contingent  on  peculiar  edu- 
cation, and  that  is  furnished  in  palaces  and  cathedrals.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  age  oi 
$he  world  to  revise  the  acts  of  predecessors,  and  correct  accordingly. 

All  constitutions  that  should  govern  now — ^mind,  the  world  should  be  revised  by  every 
subsequent  age  of  man — as  well  as  all  bibles,  in  popuUr  or  world,  not  imperial  convei>- 
tions.  How  can  you,  republicans,  who  are  to  govern  this  world  hereafter  by  rational 
mind  and  principles,  stand  a  book  pretence  smuggled  from  despots  ecclesiastical  and 
imnerial  ?    You  would  not  stand  the  personifications,  much  less  their  bantlings. 

Nations  must  not  overlook  their  high  duties.  They  must  maintain  inviolate  all  the 
relations  of  non-intervention,  though  islands  encased  with  diamonds  were  the  eonqnesL 

Constitutional  liberty  and  rational  religion,  are  identified.  British  bayonets  are  not 
for  nothing,  in  sustaining  an  unsustainable  pet  faith. 

Where  is  American  mind  1     Captive  by  sophists  1 

The  worst  of  all,  it  surrenders  when  it  has  no  excuse. 

As  to  the  mere  results  in  republics  over  monarchies,  it  is  only  in  regard  to  the 
legitimate  adequate  capacities,  best  insured  by  constitutional  liberty. 

The  crown  sovereigns  could  not  give  the  people  sovereigns  peculiar  faith  for  mono- 
theism. It  is  not  whether  others  are  wrong,  so  much  as  are  we  right  ?  That  is  the 
question  of  life.  We  are  obliged  to  point  others  out  as  wrong  to  put  ourselves  right, 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  time-pledged  customs,  that  coounand  errors  throogh  despotie 
notions. 

The  world  must  meet  all  on  principles,  and  imperial  governments  can  form  no  ex- 
ception. 

It  is  no  animosity  against  people,  but  professions  obnoxious  to  principles,  and  injnrions 
to  the  world. 

Brief  authority  is  ever  dangerous,  especially  to  the  holders,  to  whom  it  may  bring 
mnch  remorse  individually  and  nationally. 

Sovereigns,  do  you  do  all  that  can  be  expected  of  you  ?  Stop  your  piratical  wars, 
Russia  and  England.  Emperors,  lamas,  popes,  and  paras,  celeBtials---all  yon  can 
reach,  teach  man's  dignity  supreme,  only  by  rationality.  The  whole  world  is  equal  by 
monotheism.  Let  the  rational  world  legislate  against  all  felons  from  pagan  propagand- 
ists, down  to  the  lowest  petty  larceny  man. 

What  is  man  even  in  a  republic  ?  I  have  seen  enough  to  know,  that  he  can  play  the 
minion  and  sycophant  to  small  calibres,  in  all  departments. 

Emperors,  I  will  point  you  to  the  field  of  your  glory.  Nations  in  this  enlightened  age, 
under  the  appropriate  brotherhood  of  monotheism,  can  be  still  more  united  by  annexa- 
tion. America  stands  conspicuous  in  this,  as  well  as  by  her  civil  constitutional  insti- 
tutions, to  receive  the  worthy  of  Europe.  No  nation  should  have  war,  as  that  is  a 
barbarism,  and  puts  back  just  that  much  if  no  more^  the  world's  civilization.  Bo^  it 
may  be  assumed,  that  some  may  take  the  ascendancy,  as  England  and  London.  If  they 
are  worthy  in  talents  and  munificence  of  means  and  mind,  they  can  do  so.  But  tfaie 
whole  can  be  elevated  to  that  scale. 

A  firm  and  universal  union  in  Europe,  of  aH  the  liberalists,  will  alone  do,  and  solve 
the  problem  at  once  of  human  liberty.  It  is  idle  folly  to  undertake  otherwise.  The 
general  pacification  of  the  world  requires  it. 

Etery  hour  is  impoitant  in  the  adoption  of  grand  consummation  of  principles— evexy 
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moment  is  pregrnant  with  great  results.  The  genius  of  the  world  is  directed,  to  the  best 
discovery  of  the  means  of  defence,  that  at  the  same  time  is  most  potent  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  life.  We  annihilate  such  means,  the  necessity  of  such,  by  the  institution  of  the 
mighty  principles  to  be  employed  by  mind,  for  the  best  good  of  mankind.  The  Creator 
has  most  wisely  divided  the  globe  in  such  way,  as  will  conduce  best  to  the  greatest 
good  of  all. 

No  one  part  can  subjugate  the  balance,  if  mind  will  only  do  itself  justice.  Every 
moment  renders  it  more  expedient  to  concentrate  all  the  best  energies  of  each  giand 
division  and  appurtenant  islands.  Among  the  speediest  means  of  promoting  the  worId*s 
civilization,  it  would  best  comport  with  the  mind's  energies,  for  the  best  countries  to 
receive  and  educate  some  thousand  or  more  of  other  countries,  most  destitute  of  the 
means  of  civilization^  The  United  States  should  set  the  example,  and  at  once  put  it 
into  practice,  as  best  comporting  with  monotheism.  The  paramount  object  is  to  uni- 
versalize the  one  language  all  over  the  world.  Who  believes  that  the  priestocracy 
would  aid  in  Europe,  in  promoting  popular  liberty  ?  The  people  have  no  need  of  them, 
and  as  the  best  means  to  secure  the  best  liberty,  will  dispense  with  them,  as  superfluous 
and  insidious  to  their  rights  now,  at  once,  and  forever.  Let  the  priestocracy,  who  can 
be  monotheists,  as  men  oaght,  aid  at  once  in  this  glorious  world-cause. 

Emperors  and  priestocracies,  principals  or  tools  of  the  world's  despotism,  you  falsify 
your  functions.  The  world  is  entitled  to  .the  religion  of  principles  instituted  by  God, 
and  can  only  thus  be  properly  governed.  You  falsify  every  trust,  as  the  best  good  of 
all  is  through  constitutional  civil  and  religions  liberty.  To  reach  a  conservative  revo* 
lotion,  the  world  has  to  wade  through  too  much  of  suffering :  it  is  your  duty  to  aid  in 
the  best  promotion  of  the  first. 

The  freest  nation,  even  America,  does  not  appreciate,  much  less  enjoy,  the  full 
mental  repast  of  liberty ;  will  not,  until  the  loveliest  rectitude  of  monotheism  corrects 
the  foul  blurs  of  soci^  faith  proscriptions,  and  her  sovereigns,  the  earth's  sovereigns, 
the  whole  free  people,  the  only  ones,  put  down  all  spurious  ones  and  their  more  ignoble 
desDotisms. 

There  is  no  other  sovereignty  in  the  world  but  that  of  the  whole  people,  whose  rights 
are  divine  and  sacred  ;  hence  all  unconstitutional  governments  prove  high  treason  to 
the  only  sovereigns,  the  people,  whose  majesty  convicts  the  perpetrators  as  pirates, 
having  millions  of  hireling  soldiers  as  standing  armies,  seduced  by  fraud  and  bribery, 
debauched  by  corruption,  and  influenced  by  all  vitiated  machinery  of  mind's  perversions, 
through  the  means  of  the  country,  that  has  supreme  claims  on  all  citizens ;  therefore 
all  soldiers  owe  paramount  allegiance  to  constitutional  governments  recognised  by  the 
popular  will  of  a  free  nationality,  all  other  being  the  perjury  of  high  treason.  Conser- 
vative revolution,  that  protects  the  freest  thinking,  printing  and  acting,  will  terminate 
all  other  kinds  of  revolution. 

In  the  expulsion  of  world-nuisances,  it  cannot  know  the  autocrats  of  usurpation  from 
the  lowest  petit  larceny  malefactors.  Felony  has  no  royalty,  and  royalty  has  no  immu- 
nity at  the  tribunal  of  constitutional  principles. 

Continental  union  of  the  people  will  alone  do  full  justice  to  this  paramount  worid- 
question.  The  balance  of  America,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Australia,  with  all 
appurtenant  islands,  can  only  thus  be  properly  sustained.  The  sooner  the  enlightened 
voice  of  the  people  speak,  the  better  for  all. 

The  divine  rights  of  mmd  of  the  sovereign  people  should  not  be  required  to  play 
traitors  to  the  dearest  interests  of  their  country.  Soldiers  have  inalienable  rights,  that 
cannot  be  transcended  by  the  one-man  power,  or  despotism.  What  has  not  despotism 
debauched  ?  It  has  debauched  faith  in  every  form,  to  corrupt  and  defraud  the  people. 
If  ever  there  were  a  favored  nation,  it  is  that  of  these  United  States,  that  will  grow  in 
the  growth,  and  strengthen  in  the  strength  of  religion,  most  rational,  civilized,  and  con- 
summation of  principles.  They  haye  reached  already  the  intellectual  sublime  in  con- 
stitutional government,  let  it  be  in  the  world,  universe,  and  mind  and  soul-problem. 
As  far  above  mixed  paganism  as  is  rational  religion,  so  far  are  these  states  above  the 
Jewish,  or  any  ancient  nation  in  the  blessings  of  the  denizen. 

The  world  demands  at  our  hands  not  the  aid  of  four  millions  of  soldiers ;  not  thatpf 
a  marine  that  exceeds  that  of  any  one  of  all  nations,  ancient  or  modern :  not  the  mar- 
tial prowess  that  cuts  the  gordian  knot,  and  destroys  all  its  constituents ;  but  the  most 
comprehensive  illustration  of  these  principles. 

No  nation  ever  had  the  sublime  worid-action  that  this  Union  now  has  to  accomplish. 

Talk  of  the  Jews,  when  the  Chinese  excelled  them  in  arts  and  science,  that  they 
commenced  thousands  of  years  anterior  to  Christ,  intellectually,  socially,  and  morallv, 
and  yet  never  attained  a  proper  calibre,  because  they  moulded  mind  only  to  be  inside 
barbarian.     Then  was  the  ridienlouB  of  their  fall,  their  dwar£tge ;  the  Jews  wur^ 
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wone.  Despotism  is  a  dangerous  thing,  to  even  those  clothed  with  its  bnef  aatiiorilf  . 
To  sustain  itself,  it  has  to  perpetrate  perjury,  and  has  to  sustain  its  ignoblest  doings. 

See  that  the  world  is  guaranteed  the  nde  of  the  majority,  not  the  misrule. 

Despots  are  world  traitors.  Religion  cannot  rise  id  despotic  govemmentB,  where 
eonrt  faith  flourishes. 

The  liberalists  of  the  world  have  to  reach  constitutional  liberty,  ere  rational  religioa 
has  her  own  dear  pure  chaste  reputation,  ever.  Now  she  is  libded  by  the  minioiis  of 
despotism. 

The  world  liberalists,  conservative  revolutionists  most  reqaire  of  despots  ta  restore 
eonstitutional  and  religious  liberty,  and  not  palm  on  them  or  the  world  their  false  pre- 
tences of  government  or  faith  that  are  aU  engines  of  power  intended  so  to  be. 

America  is  to  be  light  to  the  world's  civSization,  and  to  attain  it  has  to  give  np  all 
vestiges  of  paganism,  and  secure  the  whole  benefits  of  monotheism.  The  inteacouise 
of  the  world  should  be  most  extensive,  and  can  be  when  all  on  continents  imite,  thus 
bringing  the  people  together  all  over  the  country.  The  world  should  review  its  posi- 
tion, and  Ran  only  appreciate  constitutional  liberty,  the  noblest  freedom  of  rmtioittl 
mind,  by  justly  appreciating  monotheism. 

All  dtapotism  is  the  world's  injury. 

If  man  ever  fell,  assuredly  priestocracy  nor  their  affiliations,  messiafashipa  with  all 
their  hosts  of  faiths  and  bibles,  never  restored  him :  that  is  certain.  All  sach  are  a 
world's  nuisance.  The  world  must  appreciate  all  such  as  part  and  fixture  of  the 
world's  despots,  all  traitors.  Let  priestocrats  learn  honest  logic,  and  retire  to  their 
proper  position  among  the  people.  Rational  mind  takes  to-^y  the  ascendency, 
supreme  precedence,  and  with  its  guardian  light  and  the  Creator's  universal  grace, 
mercy  and  omniscience,  the  whole  question  will  thus  and  thus  only  be  met,  as  it  can 
only  be  most  wisely  met  and  closed. 

Rational  mind  is  the  world  guardian  in  all  the  supreme  rationality.  *'  The  French 
have  no  religion."  That  is  impossible-^-as  the  world  has  in  part  If  they  had  bo 
religion  they  then  would  have  no  principle.  But  that  is  impossible.  They,  as  the 
world,  need  cultivation  of  monotheism.  The  priestocracy  must  stop%li  their  books  of 
perjury.  Resign,  unconstitutional  rulers  of  the  worid.  Rational  minds  of  the  world, 
persevere.  A  curse  upon  all  unconstitutional  governments  that  have  to  be  the  foulest 
living  perjury,  a  perfidy  to  the  people,  and  as  a  proof,  cannot  give  them  religion,  but 
the  vilest  perjury.  Now  we  see  the  base  malign  brute  force  to  keep  down  the  world 
spirit  in  this  respect  Come  rulers,  sacrifice  something  on  your  country's  altar^  and 
resign  your  corrupt  conmussions.  Be  monotheists,  and  let  the  world  profit  by  the 
best  example. 

THE  WORLD  IS  ADVANCED  ALWAYS  PROPERLY,  ONLY  BY  CON. 
SERVATIYE  REVOLUTION. 

The  test  now  is,  by  full  sincerity  of  the  world-people  in  thought,  word,  and  aetion, 
in  the  highest  evidence  of  rational  mind,  in  rational  science  and  principle. 

Are  they  prepared  for  this  noble  question  ? 

This  solution  of  rational  civilization  ? 

The  decision  is  alone  with  them. 

Have  we  reached  the  just  independence  of  mind's  majesty,  enabling  the  people  to  be 
just  to  themselves,  peirfectly  independent  to  the  proper  extent  of  conservation  % 

Nothing  short  of  rational  independence  in  conservative  revolution  will  answer. 

The  full  security  to-day  before  the  whole  world,  gives  it  the  glorious  triumph  of  a 
mastery  of  obsolete  regimes,  and  of  the  whole  subject 

IMPEACHMENT 

or  UNCONSTrrUTIOIULL  OOVBRNMBIITS  Or  THE  WORLD,  PRIE8T0CmA.€nr9  AND  ALL  MXS- 
BIJLHSRIPS — ALL  PAeAN  NUI0AlfOEa. 

As  excellency  of  the  world-religion  can  only  be  consummated  by  the  best  cuhivatioB 
of  monotheism,  unconstitutional  governments  must  be  responsible  for  pc^ular  injuxy  by 
their  innumerable  nuisances. 

I  this  day  impeach  all  such,  for  their  butchery  of  the  world's  billions,  their  own  aove* 
reigns,  as  unworthy  of  the  light  of  mind,  most  rational.  As  they  intermpt  the  poxeal 
frorposes  of  creation,  they  are  unworthy  of  its  lenpecL 
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I  this  day  inyoke  the  world  to  respect  its  paramount  duty,  to  extinguish,  as  a  matter 
of  paramount  necessity,  all  unconstitutional  governments— ras  those  of  autocrats,  empe- 
rors, monarchs,  and  aristocrats — those  of  pontiffs,  or  defenders  of  peculiar  faith,  popes, 
papas,  and  lamas — all  hierarchists  and  prelates  of- paganisms — all  messiahships  and 
functionaries,  identified  with  all  such  felonious  impositions,  that  involve  perjuiy  with 
their  bibles,  even  to  oaths  on  such — amenable  all,  as  world  pagan  nuisances,  by  conser- 
vative revolution,  that  will  then  extinguish  the  thousand  untold  other  world  nuisances, 
the  exemption  whereof  will  glorify  and  sanctify  the  world,  mankind,  mind,  most 
rational.  The  question  is  wi&  the  sovereign  people,  as  the  mighty  purpose  of  the 
Almighty  Creator  of  the  Universe  of  Principles. 
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